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VICTORY GARDENS FEED THE HUNGRY 

PREVENTION of wide spread 
starvation is the peace-time ob­
ligation of the United States. 

To say that peace hath its foed^prob-' 
lems no less than war faintly ex­
presses the condition with which this 
country and Europe are now com­
pelled to reckon. Grave as it was 
during four years of war, the food 

The advent of peace not only brought 
nothing to help give relief but actu­
ally increased the dread danger of 

stead of being improved the world-
food problem is now worse than at 
any time during the great conflict. 

Chief among the nations which 
must look to America for food are 

France and Belgium. It 
Poat-War 'S true that we had to 
Needs victual those countries 

they 

Gerr 

a France and Pelgiu 
duced in area because i 
ivasion. Much of the 

played in winning the war, fay geo­
graphical location and by inherent 
capacity to provide food, America is 
the one country able to meet the call. 

France and Belgium provide but a 
part of our responsibility. The food 

situation throughout 
MiUiona E u r o p e is highly 
are Hungry complicated. T h e 

territory capable of 
being self-sustaining for the next 
few months is extremely small. Aside 
from Hungary, Denmark and South 
Russia, no nation in Europe can pass 
through the immediate future without 
imports on a large scale. At the close 
of the war we were already feeding 
France, Belgium, England and Italy, 
with their aggregate of 125,000.000 
people. This 

Iso pre mailer i 
been 

leld by the enemy, shut 
off from their own countries and 

Today these people are repatriated. 

brought the obligati 
While the direct burden 

France and Belgium, these 

feed t 

der German Oppression — Serbia, 
Rumania, Greece, the Czechs, the 
Jugoslavs and others. In these groups 
and in repatriated Belgium and 
France we have an aggregate of 
75,000,000 people for whom we are 
largely responsible. In the neutral 
states of Europe 40.000,000 people 
must be Icept from hunger and in 
North Russia 50,000,000 more. The 



northern part of Russia is in serious 

tation facilities, combined with the 
reign of anarchy, makes this one of 
the most grievous problems of Eu­
rope. That these needs must be met 
is dictated by the American con-

l b , 1 
The food supply for all Europe 

Wt Mast able period. Increased 
Feed iooA production during 
Europe the first year of peace is 

supply on the part ,of 
exhausted by four years of warfare. 

America cannot forget the horrors 
of war as practiced by the Germans. 
We cannot forget the robbery of food 
from the helpless, the wholesale and great 
piratical destruction of millions of as mi 
tons at sea nor the wretched plight of as to 

throughout Europe and this ma­
chinery must be backed up by in­
creased organization for production 

The need jor the 



stigma attached to idle land is greater 
now than it was in 1918. The untilled 
acre, the uncultivated vacant lot, the 

truly "Slacker Land" as at the pres-

This means that the War Garden of 
1918 must become the Victory Gar­

den of 1919. In 
War Gardens more literal sense 
Become ^'^^" «ver before, 
Victory America is t h e 
Gardens "granary of the 

nations." No one of 
our allies was self-supporting before 
the war, and each became less able 

Thousands of acres of the best farm 
lands in France and Italy, and prac­
tically al! of Belgium, are war-devas­
tated and unfit for cultivation. In 
addition, the areas which have not 
been touched by war have become 
steadily poorer through unskilled 
handling and the shortage of fer­
tilizers. America alone can produce 
more food than it did before. There­
fore the task of keeping Europe in 
bread is peculiarly our own. 

Our harvest season has come and 
gone and whatever food is exported 

our savings, very largely the latter. 
Certain foods such as meats, fats and 
dairy products, it is true, are pro­
duced throughout the year, but even 
these depend largely on feeds and 
fodder, supplies of which are limited 
and cannot be replenished until an­
other harvest. 

The original pledge made by the 
* United States was 17,500,000 tons ot 

food to be shipped overseas by July 1, 
1919. This amount of food is 50 per 

clamoring for food, the United States 
is now undertaking to increase Its 
exports from 17,500,000 to 20,000,000 
tons. The Mediterranean route is 
now sufficiently safe for bringing 
wheat from India and Australia, 
hence our exports will consist largely 
of fats, meats and feed. Feed is es­
sential for milk production of which 

1 dire 
We export, together with other 

surplus countries, an apparent suffi­
ciency of the coarse 

Increased grains for feeding pur-
Exporta poses, such as oats, bar­

ley and com. On the 
other hand there is a world short­
age of high protein feeds, such 
as the wheat feeds and the seed 
and bean meals, upon which the dairy 
production of the world, particularly 
of Europe, so considerably depends. 

This world fat shortage is due pri­
marily to the fact that Europe has 
been steadily under-feeding its dairy 
herd and has made steady inroads 



i has been a Europe a \sia 

eship pre-v« 
pmg. f food c 

;xport possibilities in fats, the pre 
the largest item is pork products, the wor 

Here again we have a pie whc 
Production right to congratulate starvatii 
Must Crow 0 

ii of food supplies 
the United States by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and the Food 
Administration. If you consider 
that we have reasonable promise 
of ability, through increased produc­
tion and conservation, to export seven 
times as much products as our pre-

of food, 

ributi. I fats in this i 

on of production of this commodity. 
f'hile we cannot supply the world's 
ill deficiency we have ameliorated it 
lorinously. 

of careful study of the minimi 
of America's Allies and the 
who are dependent, necess: 
this country for a large part 
food supply. Twenty millioi 
not all they need but it is 

It ' 
1 people, witho 

To meet the demands for food 
America has two source 
Food can be raised only ' 

towns and villages. No . 
exht. The 40,000,000 a 

probably reached their : 
possible production for t1 
present. It is obvious, tl 

;s of supply. 

of our cities, 

cres of farm 
iiave already 
maximum o( 
iie immediate 
lereforc, that 

without denying them- if we are to 
selves to the point of privation, could the new s p 
easily furnish this quantity. It would possible m 
be well to make it greater if possible, source—the 
for it would prevent that muc •ban at d s b ba 



I reduce these hous 
the 1 's suffering and death 1 

lof i 
help. But the big problem is to pr 
duce. There can be no conservati< 
when there is no production. The w: 
gardeners of the United States ha-
made a wonderful record during tl 
past two years. They can always loc 
back proudly to what they did in tl 

Now they are called on tor an evei 
greater task. This phrase "an evei 

are several reasons why it is true, wh] 
the Victory Gardeners of 1919. as th. 
home food producers will be known 
have their biggest year ahead. Wai 
gardening has been an evolution, i 
development. The War Garden wa: 
the chrysalis. The Victory Garden ii 
the butterfly. 

if full use is made of the vacant land 
in the various communities. With 
the home gardens producing to their 

1 capacity and with this idle 

a potential capacity f 

Twov sof s 
campaign Slacker 

Land war gardens, by the 
Drafted National War Garden 

Commission, have dis­
closed that this available land pos­
sesses vast possibilities for food pro­
duction if properly mobilized. There 

United States which did not have at 

borders before the 
in to thrive. Many 
i much more than 50 

idle land it ii 
1 large proport' 

gardens. Thi 

that practically evei 

(he average muhiplied by 

States the aggregate is 

capacity for food production. 

The year 1918 brought increasingly 
lan^e response to the urgent demand 
that this slacker land be put to work. 

lied yielded a food supply 
by the National War Gar-
lission, after careful survey. 



as having a market value of $520,000,-
000. This yield was produced on 
5,285.000 war gardens. By enablmg 

supply was a real factor in making it 
possible for other food to be released 
for shipment to the American troops 
in Europe and to the people 

ar locality to say, "We had 5,000 
[ardens last year; we'll make it 8,000 
ir 10.000 in 1919-" Every community 
vill doubtless find a certain number 
f lots which V ted last 

year. There were some back yards 

general round-up. The thing to do is 
to get them all into the Victory Gar­
den draft of 1919 If every city 
town and village will make up its 
mind to work a httle harder in 1919 
than m 1918, the thi ig will be done 

with 
It was ac comphshed will 

out last year with the idea 
d reach a 
ar garden 

han 3000C 

ace can 
mes to do 

s obvious 

mark of at leasi 
When the c 

ound that there 

es That shows 
surpass itself 
so 

that 1919 must 

Continue slacker land Food sup 
the Fight ply F O B the kitchen 

food sup 
ible transportation 

traffic created 
Merchandi-je 

; accumulated 

,nd food To 



H P 

let down in 
fact there 
"shouting a 

0 perm 

When 

t a 

the 

character and their deter-
e 5,285,000 War 

1918. Why not make it 
m 1919? 

larder to 
seems to 
the fight 

ctical argu 

"quitters" and 
der to the truth 

e accomplished 
on. 

ments for food 
the good that has been 

We Must brought may be lost; 
Not Relax '"deed, worse d a y s 

may come, days ot 
world-wide pestilence, anarchy and 
secial wreck if famine is allowed 
to sweep unchecked through the 
nations. That is why it is more 
important than ever to keep up the 

Gardens" of this year and the next 

nation and to humanitv as a whole. 

production at home are various. Be-

plentiful supply ot fresh vegetables. 

feature of the daily diet, it is of great 
importance to remember the profit to 
be derived in actual money value of 
the home crops, 

Compared to an acre of land 
worked by the usual farming methods 

the possibilities of 
The Profit land devoted to gar-
it Very dening are suprising-

the slacker land 



of the nation and mobilize it into ; 
active food producer. 

No other single business bom 
the war has affected a greater numb 
of people than has gardening. Stai 
ing from ; 

form of 

counted 

I Stai 

:w occupa 
by the millions 

of people employed, 
exceeded any other branch of gainful 
accupation. with the single exception 
sf actual farming. 

The fact that such a vast number 
af American citizens took up this work 
shows that they appreciated the merit 
Df it, and is one of the reasons for the 
:onfident prediction that gardening 
las come to stav. It is something that 

willingly let die. 

of actual conflict. 

Nor will this terrific demand for 
food be a matter of a season only. For 
years and years we must continue to 
supply unheard-of amounts of food. 
Indeed it woiild have been almost as 
easy to put Humpty Dumpty together 
again as it will be to restore the world's 
agriculture. The soil of thousands of 
acres has literally been blown away by 
high explosives. Practically all the 
lands in the embattled nations have de­
creased in producing power through 
poor handling, neglect, and lack of 
fertilizers during the war. Of the 

: of 1 feed 

; and benefit 

Europe before 
lie beneath the soil they tilled, and 
other millions, maimcH and crippled, 
can never again turn a furrow or har­
ness a horse. Assuredly, agricultural 
production is not, like Aladdin's pal­
ace, the growth of a night. Years 

before Europe's produc-
•estored to normal. 



for any large increase in the quantity 
of the food produced on the farms. 

On the other hand, broad plans are 

the Department of the Interior to pro­
vide land which can be reclaimed for 

This back-to-the-land movement is 
probably the biggest that has ever been 
attempted and, if it is carried out suc­
cessfully, will add to the wealth of the 
country by putting to work much of 
its idle swamp, arid, and other waste 
land. It is figured that there are con-

are few, bu the 

and 

everyone becom 
Furtherm 

make it de 
point of vi 
feed himsel 

able 

rab 

w, t 
Tl 

will 
the \ 
Bvth 
s a to 

"ntbe 
Hand 

fron 

eglad 

od pro 
inĝ  pr 

for f 

e readjust me 

to fa r m 

salm 

lal.a 

ounfr 
help 
t w h 

irill 
nd 
ill 

eh 

Ifor 
! Here 

siderably n 
of unappropri; 

1 230,01 
which could b 

work will call tor every bit of man 
power that can be found. It will be a 
question not ot months but of years 
before this upbuilding has been com­
pleted. In France, Belgium, Poland, 
Italy, Russia and other European 

s the rebuilt I of c 



Tches, railroads and bridges, docks 
I roads, of houses and barns, the 
laking of trench-scarred and shell-

for no huge immigration after the wai 
to solve our labor problem, and tha 
problem is acute. For, though thert 

firmly implanted in the hearts an 
lives of the people ot the country 

Furthermore gardening has bee 
found to be a health measure It ha 

been used m the n 
Gardening habilitition of cor 
is Healthful ^ale-icent s o l d i e r . 

Around the hospital 
in Europe almost since the begir 
ning of the war vegetable plot 

United States, there are innumerable 
construction tasks to be done which 
have been put aside during the war. 

Thousands of miles of road—to 

completely rebuilt. The heavy motor 
truck as a means of transportation be­
tween city and city has come to stay, 
and with it there must be a strengthen­
ing of roads. This is one of the great 

men from the battlefield The con 
struction of new buildings m our cities 
which has been checked on account of 
war time need ot material and n-en 
must be resumed and lost time made 
up. Cities will need many improve 
ments which will keep the workers 
of the world busy In these and a 
hundred other ways there will be 
steady call for the men released from 
strictly war work Men can hardly 
be spared for agriculture 

All these facts point to the mcrea 
ing value of the \ ctorv "arden It 
will be just as important a factor m 
the life of the nation and the ccmmuni 
ty after the war as the War garden 
has been during the war The need 
for gardens will last for manv years 
and by that time th valu" of garden 
ing will be so apparent tl at the mo\e 
ment will contmue in-lefiritelv It 
will have become a fived habit and 

have furnished the means tor provid 
ing easy and pleasant outdoor woi! 
for convalescents which acted as a 

bodies. At the hospitals and army 
camps in the United St-ites this form 
of activity was employed to help in 
the rebuilding of disabled and conva 

In the great reconstruction work at 
the Walter Reed hospital whu-h lies 
in the outsl irts of the N-ilion s cipi 

of much dierapeutic vjlue in the 
treatn-ent of men suffcrmg frcn var 
lous di ease In addition to helping 
them to regain thtir health and 

to make their own h\inj, and become 

jp jT ^^L 
X - ^ iHPft 'f^ 

MV^mm^ 
^u 9W 
^ 1 r ffl P 
C^L^^ _ _ J 

^ ! \ ' " i ' T^ ii^r\oU 



^^„__:^^^^BES^^^^ 
mamms^^^^^^ ^^^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ K ^ o f 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H t r garden at 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ p t h e base 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r vegetables 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ n which 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R S ^ ^ ^ n their wheel chairs. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H ^ as well as soldiers need fresh 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ e s in their diet but they cannot 

^ • ^ ^ ^ r e g e t a b l e s at sea lo over 
^ ^ ^ ^ H h i s handicap a movement wi^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ H f throughout the United Km., 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R gi\e na-ial men i supj Iv of 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ O r t Na/ vegetable rat ons 
formerly consisted of potatoes only 

Feeding "ed products which can 

The Navy be kept a long time and 

This British organization soon had 
eight hundred branches and collecting 

depots throughout the United King­

dom. Headquarters were established 
in London, with Admiral Lord Beres-
ford as president. The patrons in-

membcrs ra-i,,t. from 

tnate Long after the 

waj 300 000 pounds 
bles and fruits \;ere 
weekl) to the Br tish 

ing of this worl and 

\dmiral Lionel Hilse 
the Admiralt\ said 

Tho'ic assoLatLd 
table Tioducts Lonmii 
feci that this work 

value for without a 
the men of the fl et ••> 

thoroughly performec 

srm^^he'futme'witho 

of the splendid work ; 

may be realized when 
these supplies are an 
tor in keeping the mci 
and fitness." 

What is trae in t 

the owners of 

loot plot to cui 

of frc.h ^cgeta 
being furnished 
navy In sfuak 

Its value Rear • 

•-y third lord of • 

with the Vege 

IS of priceless 

vegetable food 
juld not have so 

1 their work m 

ut a^conthiulnce 
IS efficiently and 

: past. Its value 
it is stated that 

ir.valuable fac-

he case of the 

eluded many prominent people. 

of high and low degree. There is need 
for vegetable food. The body is kept 
in better condition if it does not de­
pend too largely on a meat diet. Vic­
tory gardening will add greatly to the 
proportion of greens which will enter 
into the diet of tlie American people. 

The future of Victory gardening, 

theref01 It is such ; 

Future gain, and its benefits in 

of home food producers 
themselves will be its own strongest 
and most ardent champions. Both by 

file:///dmiral


army which has fought for justice, 
decency, and our civilization will see 
to it that these principles are main­
tained in every part of the world, so 
the soldiers of the soil in the city, 
town and village, millions of whom 
have tested the worth of war garden­
ing, will be its future champions and 

IS source of 
bought that 

;ver, had not 

having regard merely t( 

In this day of big things t 
things are not to he ignore< 
has been splendidly exempHfii 

Small financiers ot the world n 
Things speak in billions wher 
Count formerly spoke in mi 

ans have especial worth. 
the food value of beans 
ve occupied prominent pla 
etary of the Allied armies. 
e the big savers of cereal 
e makes it possible to g 

:f ounces of flour. Th 
ere to re, occupies a position 

slacker land Victory Card 

So great 

. Their 

of great 

ns. The 



collected at 
and by othe 
in their indi 
large in the 

but by the su. 
small garden 

moving pietur 

ens in backyar 
is not by th 
of them ma 

m total of the n 
that we reac 

theat 

dsand 

illions 
the s 

home food production idea spread like 

That it was a mighty factor in the 
proper feeding of the world is uni-

ducers have performed a service of 
inestimable value in holding off the 

moving his clutches from the throats 
of our European Allies. The Ameri­
can soldiers of the soil responded 
valiantly to the emergency call sent 

out by their country. 
Hoa> They Answering the call to 

of Feed 'Em" was supported by "Food 
Must Follow the Flag," and these 
were given impetus by "Let There Be 
No Slacker Land" and "Hoe and 
Rakes versus Hohenzollems." 

Perhaps one of the most effective of 
the battle cries of the home garden 
army was "Every Garden a Munition 
Plant." This achieved widespread 
currency and became a popular phrase 
throughout the country after its cir­
culation on the posters and in the 
publications and newspaper publicity 
of the Commission. Today its place 

has been taken by "Every 
Battle Garden a Peace Plant," 

Answ 
Turni 

no wise be diminished because of 
changed conditions. Urgent behest is 
also given that the nation should make 

victory. Two of the new slogans for 
the season of 1919 are "War Gardens 
over the Top," and "War Gardens 

went forth into the back yards and 
vacant lot to "Sow the Seeds of Vic­
tory," They dug and raked and plant­
ed in deadly earnest, with determina­
tion to deal effective blows against the 
enemy with the "Machine Guns of the 
Garden," as the garden tools were 
popularly called by the National War 
Garden Commission. The slogan of 
this Commission played an important 
part in emphasizing the need for home 
food production. In addition to those 
just quoted there were many others 

F \ 

pnirx ImM 
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To give our Victc 
full mean ng let us 

w 11 become a silent . 

tion of the sacnfice 
hnt fighters who ga 

let us give tangble 
efforts in defense . 
pro-ve tlat m our h. 
are inspired bj the s 
termination that mac 

iry Gardens their 
make them also 

In this way they 
and creative trib-
1 sailor dead Let 
rAn mal ing this 
0 afford recogni 
made by the gal 
•ve their lives m 

support to their 
of the flag and 

k them face the 

preaching the lesson ot food need It 
IS only by keeping the thought con 
stantly before the minds of the peo­
ple that they can be impressed suf 

work They must be reminded again 
and again lest they forget In the 
press of other work in the welcoming 
back of our soldiers—who deserve 
every tribute that can be paid them— 

t on now occupying so much thought 
it IS essential to keep the home food 
prod la on idea to the fore This is 
being done Everybody is urged to 

One of the finest and most inspiring 
slogans which helped the Amer 
\rm} in the carry i ig through of s. 
apparently impossible w ar tasks w; 
It can t be done but we 11 do it 

paign of 

i feeding a famished world 
ecord . 



for 
I village should be u; 

Towing tables 
vatc these and make them add their 
contribution to the national food sup­
ply is a duty that no community can 
afford to overiook. People who have 
no vacant land of their own should 

raged to grow gardens for 

cost of living and to help t 
Land 

the 
should b< 

property for this patriotic purpose. 
Community organization should bring 

Co-operative gardening, through 
community organization, has many 
advantages. It enables gardeners to 
purchase supplies in large quantities 
and secure the benefit of wholesale 

sible for ex-

tnily a community affair. The Cham­
ber of Commerce, the Board of Trade 
or the Civic Club is the nucleus for 
sifch an effort, but the School Board 
or a church or a political club, can 

The first step should be to secure 
the co-operation of I 

T h e nity 



lur'r:::::^^™;:;:,,̂  
sist of the senior class in 

Survey the hif,h school or a '•roop 
Force °i the older Boy Scouts, 

or a Sunday School class. 
Finally a survey day should be chosen 
and well advertised. In preparation 
for the survey, large scale maps of 
the community should be procured 
which will show the different parcels 
of land. The high school drawing 

part of their work. In larger cities 
district maps may be necessary. 

Whether the community is large or 
small, it will be necessary to divide it 

sistant to the leader should be made 
responsible for each district. 

On the survey day the force of can-

interview the land owner while the 

thTdTSrv'^lltu^ 

When all the car 
out and filed alphs 
vey committee wil 
of a complete care 
possible garden la 
munity. Meantime, 
receive application 

Thus it should 1: 

culty for the work 
ot available garden 

there should be cc 
gardening itself. I 

.̂ 

, dealers whereby 

ds have been filled 
tbetically, the sur-
1 be in possession 
I index of all the 

s from those de-
d assign convem"-

le possible to pro-
itively little diffi-
:ing ot every toot 

imum production 
i-operation in the 
n every town may 

manure available for fer- experienced vegetable growers 
the quantities available and perhaps a county agricultural : 

•ms on which it can be had. is available. Arrangements si 
f should also be made as to the be made to have some such pi 

amount and 
and at! other 

to the users 

varieties of seed, tools 
T h e 

id sell 

give supervisii 

cuhivatior 

m and ii 

he detail! 
1 If sue 

istructions as 

J of planting 



is not available it is desirable to raise 
a fund to hire a school garden super-

vote such time as needed to oversee­
ing the work. In many cases agri­
cultural college students will doubt-

Under supervision thus provided 

and made ready for seeding. Many 

to make a seed bed properly and 

out ot a general fund raised by the or-

proportion to the size of tbeir plots. 

The supervision should extend over 
the entire gardening season. Timely 
advice will prevent gardeners from 

most every neighborhood a vacant 
tract will be found which will serve 

the p u r p o s e of 
Neighborhood several households. 
Gardens L a n d o w n e r s 

should consider it 
their patriotic duty to allow idle 
property to be cultivated for the 
sake of increasing the national 
food supply and those who wish 

hesitate to ask the privilege. If 
the land cannot be secured free of 
charge a small rental may be paid 

bnT bl lure \ha?irhas^ conteniem 
water supply, as an abundance of 
water is essential to a good garden. 

of a number of gardeners the leader 
should place the matter before the 
owner of the tract of land desired 

properly and safeguard 
them from drought, in-

irillage may work i 
gether to excellent a 
vantage, even it there 

e person should 
he interest of 

i 

I """T n 



A good pi n is to 
into lots 60 feet long 

Suggested 

Plot 

Each 
surroL 

div 

lot 

nded 

sage way 

de the 1 
iO feet w 
should 
by a t 

and 

de. 
be 

A T O -

plots 

head and d 
organization 

Organize 
Your 
Gardeners 

reeling co 
should 

early as 

have ge 

should th 

nmit 

he 

ees. This 
fected as 

d should 

away from the outer boundaries. In sible, be some person who is familiar 
the diagram which appears on page with gardening. Committees should 
17 is illustrated a good type of ar- arrange for purchasing seed, ferti-
rangement for dividing the land. The lizers and other necessary sup-
plot there shown is 212 feet long and plies. By handling this through a 
188 feet wide. It contains 39,856 committee lower prices will be ob-
square feet, slightly less than an acre, tained than if the gardeners buy inde-
It affords room for 15 garden plots, peiidently. The committee may buy 
Each plot should be numbered. Plots outright after procuring from each 
may be assigned to individual gar- gardener the funds for paying his 
deners by drawing numbers. When a share or an agreement to pay for it on 
plot has been assigned it must be delivery; or it may arrange with deal-
remembered that for garden purposes ers to supply each member at reduced 
it belongs to the person or family to cost. The co-operative spirit in the 
whom allotted. purchase of tools and in using them 

The group of gardeners should be will save money. The same sprayers 
organized just as any other associa- and garden hose may be used by 
tion is organized, with its executive all. 

SUMMARY OF ORGANIZED GARDENING. 

Summed up some of the important ,„(̂  I,™!,'™ foJ" j'll o" ŝ hou" 'aninlJ 

Lay off land into j 

Assign individual g 

range for supplies of i 



8. Plant seed. 

sp'ifKftz.^:"'. ̂ ^ ^:^fi 
&cS?£iSrS"r'3l3' 

9. CultivaTr 

10. Take care to prevent theft and 

h.« "«n"f™d"'cx'tr{m°1)'̂ ''ir«M™Jn 

n . Harvest. 
12, Clean up for next year. 

13. W e ' rtponr Ts '"'coTt' and 
yield of each garden. 

g||§:SS>ss 
For full instractions in Gardening 

consult this Commission's Book "War 
Gardening," which may be had on 
application. 

VICTORY GARDENING BY CORPORATIONS 

FTIHE post-war need for enlarged 
J_ garden production offers to the 

utmost to stimulate gardening among 

The Pennsylvania Railroad, for ex-
portumty, through the encouragement 
of gardening among their employes, 
not only to be of help to the nation, 
but also to benefit themselves. The 
employe who can be induced to be­
come a gardener becomes straightway 
a more worthwhile employe. 

The contented worker is usually one 
who enjoys a comfortable hving; and 
gardening, by virtually adding to the know-

ample, began its garden campatga as 
soon as America became a belligerent. 
Along its right of way lie great tracts 
of land suitable for vegetable pro­
duction. These tracts were offered 
to employes in small plots at a purely 
nominal rental. Among those who 
embraced the opportunity thus offered 

I little c 
The 

employe's income and providing hini 
with better food than he can buy in 
the market, tends to make him con-

have to be spent for food can b; used 
for the purchase of small luxuries. 
Of no less value is the recreational 
feature of gardening. The toiler in 
a noisy mill, or the worker in a smoky 

tion that will build him up physically 
and refresh his energies as gardening 
win. Duty to both the nation and his 
own corporation demands that every 
corporation manager should do his 

sand of the 
Commission 
placing one 
dener. So 
that in 1918 

still greater 
Among th 

part in stirr 

the United 

general char 

d secured several thou-
he National War Garden 

n the hands of each gar-
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tates Railroad Adminis-
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Gov«i-nfi»n( *"t lines, to give this 
Railroad work their careful 
Co-operation attention; and as a 

result, the agents 

their desire and readiness to help 
in the work Typical of replies 
received by the Commission is that 
from B. F. Bush, regional direc­
tor, Southwestern Region, who says. 

Benefit Many such workers are 
fQ ignorant of the princi-
Workera P'^s of gardening. Such 

the Southwestern Region will again do 
everything they possibly can in per­
mitting their right-of-way and other 
station grounds to be used for farming 
and agricultural purposes;" and from 
N. D. Maher, regional director, Poca­
hontas Region, who says: "We will 
have our agricultural agents co-operate 
with you in connection with spreading 
the message of Food F.O.B.the Kitch­
en Door. There is no doubt that, with 
all the poeple to be fed in Europe, the 
Victory Gardens are as important as 

:of li 
A small library of gardening books 
can be provided and circulated among 
the prospective gardeners. Finally 
land can be provided and prepared for 
the actual gardening, for practically 
every large industrial corporation has 

The United States Steel Corpora­
tion has offered prizes to those of its 
men making the best showing as gar­
deners. These prizes were open to 
competition for employes in the var­
ious mills. The manager of the mill 
at Farrell, Pa., set aside a considerable 
tract of company land in order that 
his men might enter this competition, 
and the manager of another subsidiary 
mil! secured vacant land easily acces­
sible. The men were also assisted by 
havnng the land plowed and prepared 

The American Rolling Mill Com­
pany of Middletown, Ohio, promotes 
gardening among its employes through 
its "mutual interest department," and 
has provided the land for the gardens 
and held exhibits at which prizes were 
awarded for the best products. In 
similar fashion it has encouraged the 



Cardentra hours below the sur­
face ot the ground. 

The Inspiration Consolidated Cop­
per Company of Inspiration, Ari-

ther 
elevation of 3,300 feet. The region 
was arid. Its employes were cosmo­
politan. Few of them spoke English, 
while fewer still knew anything about 
gardening. Yet the company tumed 

drilling five artesian wells to supply of gardens 
the water necessary for the irrigation. Bend, Ind.; 

land which it owned, and plowed and 
prepared it for seeding, apportion 
ing the land in small parcels At 
Meriden, Conn., the employes of 
Foster, Merriara & Company each 
had plots 50 x 100 feet in size on 
which they produced 1,000 bushels 
of potatoes alone, not to mention 
quantities of other products. In this 
case the company secured the seeds 

n̂ quantity and allowed 

Among other industrial concerns 
'hich have aided the gardening move 
lent are the Oliver Chilled Plow 

ĥ has a lar^e acreage 

I of 1 

inform the worker 
eming the gardening enterprise. A 
garden expert from the Arizona Agri­
cultural Station was engaged by the 
company to make regular visits to the 
garder 
double rops 

vested another ted. Noth­
ing V s pen- ago t a n d 

: food which could 
once was dried or canned or sold in 
the market established by the company 
for the sale of excess products. The 
company itself did the selling. 

One of the well-known manufac­
turing corporations which have 
backed the garden movement of em­
ployes is the General Electric Com­
pany at Schenectady, N. Y. When 
its employes were questioned as to 
the garderfng movement, 1,500 of 

ployes are helping to feed themselves 
on the products of the community 
garden which the company leases and 
plows for them at Pleasant Valley 
in Providence, R. I.; the New De 
parture Manufacturing Company of 
Bristol, Conn.; the M. B. Schenck 
Company, of Meriden, Conn the 
Delaware & Hudson Coal Company 
and the N. E. Tillotson Manufactur 
ing Company, the J. E. and C H 
Wilson Manufacturing Company and 
Eaton, Crane & Company, all of Pitts 
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other the 
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nt to the "slacker land 
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manual on 
tention of di 

Banks 
Fight 

tor gardens. 

the worker 

garden ng with the in 

One obstacle to the 

•^pknt^l^^rder mole^ 

d not find the time to care 
But the daylight saving 

will now have an hour 

more of leisure time in the afternoon. 
and this hour can be put to no better 
use than the production of food 

In a number of cases the mana­
gers or superintendents of corpora-

has been of great advantage The 
sympathetic understanding so gained 
has helped in the solution of execu­
tive problems later on. 

COMMUNITY CANNING AND DRYING 

THE Community plan of work org; 
should also be applied to food deni 

gener 
follow 1 gardei 

be adapted t 
operations by communities and neigh­
borhoods. On a smalt scale two or 
more families may work together in 
the home of one of them, with equip­
ment boi^ht jointly. This reduces the 

3 each household. On a larger 

tablish a canning o 
r with equipment bought by volun-

ving facilities for heat and water. 

1 be best conducted through the 
lamber of Commerce or other civic 

The National War Garden Com­
mission issues bulletins explaining in 
detail the plans of organization. One 
of these bulletins deals with canning 
operations and the other with drying. 
These may be had free upon request. 




