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The (reat Baok tallg wa that oesrly four thousand Fears aeo, after Jong
wandering, the children of larael entered ithe Promived ILand. Thay had gobte
throueh hard experiences 1o the cowntry of the Bgyptian, whao had mads thelr
livad bitter with bondage, “ln Wortar aidd io brick and in a!l manoer of Bary-
ite 1o the feld.™-

Finally delivershce ¢ame to them but it was 3 daliverance go slow, A
iainful in jta procesaes that It mual often have appearsd more uthasrable than
ihat from which they were dellvarad, For forty yearz they wandered in the
¥wilderthesd and although the Lord woe with theim and Ieq thetn with maona
and provided that thelr ralment ®axed not old opon them ''nelthar did tholre
feet gwall thoae Eoriy rears,” still it was sn unbappy Journer, with murmyprc-
ibgs and ehidings znd furtfve rabolliohg on Lhe part of the heapla ahd &
gtoady dJow of eachingg and exhortitione and threatoninge on the part of
the leaders.

When the eod of the long Journey flnally rame and even the sons of
Anpk, thepe glants before whom the Ehildren of Israel falt (hemaelves an
grasshopperd, were pasaad, when they entered into and poasessed the Prom-
{zed Land, finding It & rieh and gocdly lend ae the Lord had promieed, wa
may well bellave they thought thalr troubles ware all aver. FBut the Qreat
Poek tells ua that that was by no means the cape, The Promlsed Land, like
ofther lepde deslgned for humen babifation, proved a land of struggle and
coltest. To the readar it appears (het the chosen pecplo led qoita g8 s(ronu-
o0ué an axiatenca In the Promlsed Land as they had led in the long joornes
in the willdernesa or even during the days of alovery in Egrpt.

Woman Wandered Forty Years.

I am not claimibg that it was foreordedned that women of the Unibed
Btates of Amerlca should wander forty years in the wildermess of 1gnorenoe
gad prejudice apd obetbacy, sapacially abstinacy—before eoteritg into - the
Premised Land of Political Freadonn. a

I am willing to belleve It Just chaoced that way, Tt was In fact Just
forty years from the da¥ of the Intraduclion of Lhe federal amendment con-
ferring the right of franchiss upon women before the Houpe pf Rapraaemta-
tives pasded (hat amendment, The date of fntroduction in the Honse was



January 14, 1679, and the Jdate of pasegage which was really the heglonibg
of tha end af the Journey, Januwary 14, 1919, I do aot think 1t is lreaverant
lo compareé Lha leaders of this later exodus to the leaders of that other 8o
long 3go. Dotk groups Wware given to zee che Jight and both follpwsd the
lght, preasing on without regard to obslaclesd, and commandsd and adjorad
alld persuaded gthers to follogw, !

We have not as yet actually entercd inte the Promised Land. W stand
now like Mowes on Mount Nebg, viewing the prospect o'er. It appears Lo
Ve & fair and pleasant land, vaeily atirective after the Qifficolties of the
juurney. But my irlends, we do not forgel for one Instant Lhat thia Promised
Land like thal othor is not 2 land of easa and aloth but a land of striving, &
land in which there area enomies to conguatr and difficulties to overcodic.
To pacure the weapons to Aght with 18 after all a samall thilng compared to
the fight Iteail, wleh that Hhght muost be a porpetusl ane agaitist Wrong and
Injustice, '

We are sure that the childven of I&racl, gitar they bad enterad the From-
Iaed iand, loved ta recall the difficulties and dangers of the journey in the
Wildernese. AN travalers da that. We sufragiets have been o oecupied
in pressing forwarl throegh cor wildarheas that we have bad llitle time ar
inclination for loaking backwerd over the journey. Wow we may briefly ao-
Joy that Tuxury,

Digcumssed In 1846

Ever alnce | have been cotwesled with sufrege work T have heard the
iraditlon tEet the enfranchisement of women was debated at Lhe convention
which was hald In Widcunsin in 1%46 lp formulate a congtitution for the pro-
vosed atate of Wiseanait, [ have only récently learned the exact basie of
this tradltlon, the facts having come to me throogh the Kindnees of Miss
Louvide Phelps Kellogg of the Wieconsith Btate Historical society, The con-
vantion of 1848 wae s iFpical frontier convention. Many able men ware in
ite memhberghip, among them those of a [orward-looking spivlt inh edvamca
pf thelr timez. The duestion of guiiege raged In that cvonvention buc It
waa cenlered mostly about the enfranchlzament of the black toan. It aleo
thurhed the gueeticn of the enfranchlpement of the Tndlan, the Mill-hload
ant the halt-breed, apd it concecned terms of naturalization for foreignerd.
Horweglan3 and Germans, he were already swarning Into the territory-
Tk tha dehata om negro suffrage the redord tells oa that Jaimes Magona, an
rigkmen from Milwavkes, who had the reputation of boing B wWoag, srose and
cffcred an amendment that the word ‘male’ be atricken out and the right !
=uffrage be extended femalés a5 well as males. Tha recotrd contiluad:
“Mazpes M. Strong hopad the gentlemen woeld wilthdraw tha laegt amendment
pud allow those it favor of negro suffrage to obtaln 2 vote and have 3 fair
thzt of the wuestien.  Mr, Magome agfd he wue in favor of females voilng and
wilghoed te tabk g rootlon e a papilar eesolition Lo fheure fks mucogss, Mr.
Stfang =ald Be was a friend to females gnd #f was for thet ressan he did oot
wigh t0 zee them tecked on tn negroa. Scing further conversalion peesed be-
twain the wentlemen on the sublest and the nuestion wer then put om the
afoptlon of Mr. Magene's amendment, which was Jost.” Misg” Kellexg eon-
cindea: Y“Thers wag really no gerioue canaldetdtion of wamen's riebt te
giftrage. The diacusgion thereot was anh attempt to ridicule and émbarrass
iha farorera of negro suMrags and ta Ahow how preposterpoes 1b wae”
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Wives' Propecty Rights

Thera Waa opils phéae of women's rlghie, howevar, which woa weriously
congidercd and was fwvored by the vonventiom and that was the right of
WAarTied women to own thelr owh property. LUnder the commpn law of Engs
land, which preveiled in the tercibory of Wisconaln, as in most af the Taitad
Htaten, af that time, the hosband and wite wers ope and he was emphatically
tha ope, o the owoership of properly. As goon as the marriage cersmany
was perioreed, the husband came iote complote owherebip of all hia wifeta
pertoial préaperty wnd all the income of her real catate. The provielon ziv-
toE ToatTied woDan separkla ownership o! their own property, in the Brat
congtitntlon drafted for Wiscopsin, was patt of & provielon Lo exemnpt a cerlain
amount of family property from g foreed sele for the dehte of the hneband.
In thie new commimily, whera Lhers were men¥ of tha dabior clasa, ®orihy
families had heen evlered from thelr homesteads, and Lbe wives had loet
every cent of thelr patrimany, io dischargse of thelr husband’'s debls.

The constiiotion sdoepted contalned s provielon thal married women
should cwh thelr pwl property, but 1t waes Litterly opposéed by Hany mambers.
Wdward . Ryan, who later bocame Wisconein's famoua ehief justica of tha
pupremé ecgurt, argued viplently agalmat it, declariog that such & provielgn
violated both the usagos and customs of seciety and the exzpress commands
of the Biklc, that ita resulta would Da 1o lead the wifa to become a zpecnlatat
and destroy her character.

4 member of the conventien from Racloe, Marsball M. Stroig, was =0
cutraged at the adoption at this provieion, on lep of two or three other radi-
cal provikiond, thiat he resiphed hias 2eak, 1eft the convention, spd went homa
declering that he would defeat the constitution ak the polfa. Himlory glves
him spme credit [or the detept which &ctually did oceut atd the warried wo-
man's property act provision waa undoubtedly coe of the caused why this
firpt comatitution drafied for Wisconain fatled of favor by the voters.

Aa you know, ancther coneiltution, framed twa yoars later, way of 4 more
coneervative character, was adopted by a majority of the voters, Decarme tha
cotatitution of the gigle of Wieconein and has s0 remeincd up to the preaent
time, This conptliullen contained noe proviglon lor pecuring to marriad wo-
man their pown property. But & law making that provigion was paaged by
the leglelature coly two yaars laler.

First Suffrage and Suffragiets

The Arst serious efort to IMteYast Wisconsin law-makera In woman suf-
frage 13 belleved to have aken place in 1856 when petitions for the eofran-
chitement of wowen were submited to the legislature.

Clariba Howgrd Nichal=om and Lydia Fowler toured the state for tem-
perancs, incidentslly peetiering suffrags aeed, in 1858, Tou remember that in
thoee days sbolltion and temperancs and woman's rights wera imextricablT
iotertwined, the advocate of one being usvally the advocata of all.

Luey Stone i said t0 have given pullrage lecturea 1o Wiscaneln {n 1885.

Agp Tar as Imown the firAt sufirsge eociety in Lthe stAte wal otrganized 1o

Janasvills in 1868 gnd the fAret popular conventlon was held 1o Milwiukes

fon 1662, 'This Milwaokee conventlon meemg te have besh organizad largely

through the efforts of a young rmedicsl woman, Dr. Laurs Ross, whe gieurad

the third medical degree awarded to a weomen 1o thia counivy and who Tzter
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married the emiownt surgeon, Dr. Wolcptt. A gtory has come to us of this
eophvantion which ilustratas the atlitude of the ties teward public activities
of women. COne of the MIwaukesa women who believed {o “woman's rights™
apd had attended the convenotion, was approached by 5 Mmord eooservative
[riend tha foflowing day, “Did you attend that conventien™ aprked 1be con-
servative oome in awed tones, 'T hear that women at that meating clapped
their hapde just like men. (Can thai ba true?”

Affer the Milwaukes convention the primcipal spealkers, Mar¥ A Liver-
mora, Sethn B. Anthony end Elizabelh Cady Btanlon, went o Madizon where
the legisleturs was in zession end appeared before that body, where {he
retord pays “they made a very grent itipratslon.™ Wea may well believe it for
Lhey wWatae great wamei aod powerful speakors. :

Frau Mathilde Annecke

An interesting personality of Lhase early dayg was Fran Mathilde An-
necke, a German woman lorced 10 leave her netive eountty [ellowing the
uprising of 1445 Bhe and her huaband, Col. Aonecke, were friends of Carl
Schurz and members of the company which be browght to Wiaconein, Mzadarme
Annecke muzt have been a remarkabla women. She had edited z paws-
paper for womell In Gérmany and when ahe and her husband were obligad
ta flee from that country ehe Brought cetiaio essentials of bar frauen zeltung
with her gnd comtinued the editipg of the paper In Milmaunkee, Bhe =lgo
establishad a girle' school it that city,. She was in pympathy with all ad-
vancement for women, & bellever in woman aufirage and the record tella ua
that when Misz Ahthony waa o trial in the Rochesfer court for refosiog to
pa¥ her ta¥es, Madama Anbecke #ent $60 to help dotray the cxponees of that
irinl.

W. W. 5 A Organized in tBET

A atate asepciaticn of Eome soft wias offanized At the Milwaukee con-
Tentlon in 186%, but the Wigconaln Woman's Sulfrage Aseociatlon came into
exiztence twalve years later, in 1881, when Iaucy Bi{one and her bughandg,
Hebry Blachwall, with tha kalp of MY and M. Johp ¥, Olln, Madison, ar-
ranged a conventlon in that city at which Mr, Olin prealded. The following
oliticers were clected:

President, Tir. Laura Rosa Wolegit,

Bacretary, Mizs Flla Qiles.

Tramaurar, Mlsg Frigbee,

Chalrman Execotive Commitiee, Mra. OLlin.

The zoclety declared itaclf independent of petlonal crganlzations. Mrs.
0o was invited bt attend this comvantion gnd take part in {ts program. T
respetding to the invitation, whilch she wes unehle to ascapt, she writaa that
Lthe change 1 publlc sentlment in Wisconsln since thomre early deys seema
io her “ike a miracle™

Rev. Diympin Brown

Meanwhlle soffrage rankg In Wiscongin had recelved a notabla pdditicn,
Reav, Mympig Brown, horn in Miechigar, & Thitgrian milnister, who hed been
gervliy a8 pasztor of a churck in Massachueetis. From ber earliest yaarse
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she had been interested in the advancement of woinen pod bad zttenmded sol-
Irage conventione io the East. [ am eure you will enjoy her description of
her preparatipns for a woman's righte conventipn {n Wew York city in 1BGE,
1g her bhook, "Acquaintaeces (Hd gnd Naw ' sha writes: I prepared mysslf
ior the event by gottlng an ent!rc pew outft of clethie, 1 recollect that my
drers waq crepe marete & pllk and wogl fabric much in vogue ai that time.
It wag of & drub color and there wed a large cape of the samc material, My
bonnect matched the deesa in color shd was trimmed with & piok rose on ana
gide. This drak array seemed to me modest and excaadingly apnropriate for
u persom guing t¢ @ wotnan's righte convention. LiIke the green vall with
which Josiah Allen's wife prepared heraslf for her vieft to Prasidsnd Arthur,
“drazey. oot too dresay.” T also invested in & $12 eilk umbrella which even
wow [ remember 23 baving begn very pretty; alse a pew §25 laather vallae,
quite beyord my meons HuE what wag mooey when proparing for my firaet
woman puffrage convention,” Thus woman auffrage and the unthubzeable
womanly in the voar of out Lord, 1566,

Mrp. Broawn became g resident of Hacine, paster of 8 TTmitarizn church
in that city. A meetieg of the Wisconain Woman Buffrage Assuclalion Was
called at Mrs. Brown's bome in Racine In 1R}, New officars ware slected,
the president bBeing Wra, Bascom, wife of tha presidant of the Univeraity of
Winenoain. She held the offiee eoly & short time and was suceeded by Mre.
Erown, who reiained the peeltlon until 1913, g peried of Lhirty Fears.

Mrs. Brown bore the reaponalbility of a great cawse on ber own slight
shoulders all those years, The szelf-rellance and enargy of her character
wara egualled only by the depth of ber tonvielione and her determination
that Hie right should preveil. She gave berself unstintedly to bor canss,
end Fou and T celebrate today e trlusmph which I8 in Jarge measure dos to
her effgrts.

School Suffrage Law

A nptable achisyement of ¥Mrs, Browmn's early adminisiration was the
gchool auftage law paaeed by the legisintore of Wisconein In 1886 and ratl-
fied by the volera the following year.

The text of tha school sultage iaw gave riee to Interesting complications.
1t provided thgt wopmen upder proper cobditions of sanity, reeldence, ete.,
should have a right to wate &t “an¥ electlon pertoining le school mptters™
Tho phrase “pertaininog to sekool matters™ was plessingly embignous, Maby
raople believed that the legtplature, wittingly or unwittingly, had really glven
full auffrage or oearly full sufrage ta women by provlding that they might
yote at any election pertalning to sehood maltars. Follawing out thiz as.
sumptivn, Mrs. Brown aod aother women Attemptod to vote at the Municipal
election in 1837 und in some places the ballotz were received, In Racinwe
Mm, Brown's ballot was rejected, and g2 = tast case sha brought soit againat
election ingpectors of that city for refuslng to accept her vote. Thoe case
was arRuad before Judge John B Winelow of the Cireult Court, now Chief
Juatlce of the Bupreme Oourt of Wisconsin, who rendared a decizsion thet
ender the provision of the Iaw women were antitled to vote at that election
and for aell cepdidates. An appeal wae taken to the Buprems Court which
reveraed the findinge of the lower courl, declmring tha Intent of the law ta
be to confer sebanl suffrage only. Thila decleion was written by Justics
John B. Cazsldy. Thid long TiHgalion coat the 1itlle band of sufiragiata
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$2,000, which they paid by uoremitting davotion and self-gmeriics. Tha schoal
suffrage Jaw wae partlally a dead Iciter untfl 1901 when an act of the lagle-
lature provided for separate ballot boxes for wamen.

Meanwhile pufiteze activites in thls =tate weore etendily going forward.
Orgatizations were being effected, annual cenventignp held, and the Wiscon-
gin Cilzen, organ of the assoclslion, wag being Dubliebed. Bach legielatore
as it ceme into exlstence whe lmportuned (0 paee & law giving women the
right to vote. 1o 1911 these efforts ware guccessful gnd g medsure WaE
passed undar msction 4, article 3, of the conetitution, giviog women of Wie-
consin the ballot zubjcet to ratfficatlon &t A referendum of the vaiers io
November, 1012,

DOuer First Plungs In 1912

Bome of us who are bere ook our firet plunge into suffrage gurt durlng
that campaign. Wisconeln women were g0 interceted in s rasl sufftage
campaign and had 2o many gnd such diverae oploiome as to the manner in
which it should be vonducted that a new state organization came into ex-
iztence, the Political Fguslity Leagus, Miss Ada L. James of Richland Cen-
ter was prepident apd Cryatal Fastman Feosdict wss brought here from
MNew York ta serve ae campaign Mahager.

Mird Mary Swain Wagnoer of New York, wha had first appeared gz [ob-
brigt at Madleom during the legielative scawion, waa instrumental in orgaplz-
ing the Political Egoality Leagug but d4[d pot remain long connected with it
Lafer ghe organizad the American SuNragettes, a short lived zochety limited
to Milwaukoee membere,

The Wisconaln Sulfrage Associatioe and the Polftical Eguelity Lesgue,
warklog separately, waged the campalgn for woman sulrage 1o 181112,
Tha fAret malied organization aiready had affiliated orgatleations io WAnY
parted of the state, The Polltical Equality League mode sctive afort (0 ge-
cure organized brapehes in every cownly, alzo organized 3 Political Equality
Legguwe among colored people and 8 Men's Political Knoality Leagus.  The
lamented H. A 1. UIpham Wwa3 president of the last mamed organization,

That campeign wag a8 I[valy ad wa, ublraited in poffrage campalgnes,
coald make 1t In general we f{ollowed the auffrage atyles of other states
and Imitated the atuynts of thoas who had passed that way bafors.

Sulfrage apeeches were acattered over thiz bhelpless commonwaoalth as
a pharp wind gcattere dry leavea io antumn. Mazae mestingz wera held at
roinls of vantlage, Many countier wera toursd with sulfruxe sutomobiles
and the native Badger experlenced the destructive shock of seelng B woman
gtand up in an utotaobile oo u atrest corner and plead for nelitical freedom,

M7 firat active work waw that of press eorrgepondent fn that campalsn.
Evary weekK 1 aent ol a suffrage leiter to all the pewapanera In the atatc,
800 or more in gumber. T am atlll thrllled by the postage Yilts wa had to
ps¥ avery mooth,

There 18 ng adeguate exiating recovd of that campaign or even of itg
finuncia]l expenditures, The Political Eguality League rafded and oxpended
$10,000, the s=um allowed by the #iale corrupt practices met, What sume
were expended by olber organizationa T do not know. The Matlonal Ameri-
can Hufrege asscciztion geve great assistance L7 paFing the szlscy of a
apeaker and organizer whe did splendid work for meny monthe ynifl her
health Faflad.
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An unprecedentedly large fote wae ¢aat at the wompn zuffrage raferen-
dum it Movember, 1512, duc partly, we fattered surselves, to our efforta, and
partly we knew, and 41d not datter oorselves, to the eforts of the liguor im
terests, Wea leprned the dipciplinary leesgt of how to laaes o that olection,

We reated a bit after that climaz. We peeded it. Yoo rememixe Hip
ling's Jineg—

“Weo ghall rest and falth we shall nced it;

Lie down for an ean or two,

Tl the Master of all good workmen

2eta 13 to work anew,”

We regted for weehs, not eons. In February, 1313, a._.’fuint. conveidtion of
tha twe sulfrage orgsbizatlons was called. Their Mostility had been maora
than half friendly, thay euwsily folwot their differsoces and unfted as one
ody, the hatchet was buorled and the ghost of that hatchet has not been
sean aince thai day. Mra, Brown and Miss Jameg both retired and a new
Lresident, vastly surprizad ta fnd hersell in that pesition, was choaen.

Tha Day's Wark

Fromi that day fo this suffrage higtory Im Wisconszin is very modern und
many of us can 20y with the old chrobdelar “al] of thla I aaw, part of 1E T
waz.” In looking back gver the goven Years Lhers ata dome bigh-lighta, but
mainly it 18 & gober recard of dolog the day’s work as well a8 one could,
educating and organiking, ralsing monc? and expeoding it wrifing sod ex-
hortlng and nmever for ang moment felling 1o faith as to the justiec of our
cabhes or its final outroma.

Them firpt ¥ear of m¥ presidency we hHad no oifice and T took care of aop
extonsive cortespondance with Wy own hend. The nait year an office Waa
opaned in Madiaon and Misg Aliee Curtis was inelallad 8 eEecutlve goores
tary, Flpding 1t difticnlt to do effecuve work at sach long range, the
oifice was rehmnved to Wankegha, my home city, with Mise Curtin and later
hird. ITalen Elatght Lo charye. In Ootsber, 1914, tha office wae romovad to
Milwaukee aod, in partnership with the Milwawkee County Bufrage Associe-
tippg, the preseni hesdguarters were ppened. These headquarters have been
‘eobtibuwad up to this titue with Mra, Ruth Hamilion as office Seoretary.

O couree each laglalaiuve as 18 came o0 Was lba abfect of our spacial
policlinde, The leglslature of 1913 pazred g referendum meagura which wag
vetned hy Governor Francle E. MoGovern. The lagiclatures of 1915 and
1817 almost pussed woman suffrage measores, almoxt though aol guite. But
the tlde wag turning.

“Take M From Lie, Ladies"

“Thoere comes a time,” sald Mra, MeClung, tha britlliant Canadizn woman
who speke at our convention two Fears agn, 'there comes a (fme when the
political parties. however ghy tley have beep toward woman zuffrage ad-
vaneces, a2y ‘take it from vs, ladics' ™

That tima had come o Wiseoheln wheo the platfornd conventions ware
held in September. 1%18. All parties adopled sulfirage plankz  All leadera
wara anxipus for uz tno konw they were for vg or at leegt wera pot againat
ud. Tha wemen suffitage session of the Wikcossin legikatafure materally
tollowad. The legislature wag ao keen about sulfrege that it got ahesd of
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gur lokby and passsd & resclution favoring the federsl gmendment and ure-
ing the United Btates zenate to pasg It before our lebby got sattled o 1ts task,
Fallowed at lntetvals four more suffrage mezaures:
The presidential bill.
Tha referendum Bill,
Ratification of tha federa] amendment,
Repeal of the reforondum bil

Tha relerebdutn measure wag 0ot desired by sulfrapists but was parzed
oa the prevalling suffrage enthuneieem aof the Teglelaturc, Whea the Fedoral
amandment was ratifled and the legialalure realized that under the provie-
ioms of the raterendum mezsure WIgconeln women might vote 1n Novomber,
1920, on tho queeiloo of thefr awWh enfranchisemasnt, the referendum measure
was repezlad, 3 wholly friendly and eonelderaia act.

Each of the pulirage mearures wap Dpassed by a vary large majority In
both sonate whd aeeembly, The cooverglom of the political leaders of tha
state as represected in sepate and assetwhly, as well ag in the Unjted Staieg
spnate and houze of represcntatlves, was appareatly complete. Legislation
in this ziate had done for wa 3l it could dn.

And sulffrege work in Wistonzin sppeared to he ended, It was not 10 faot
anded and will not e wntll Wisconaln women With uall women of the conntry
urg fully enfrgnchised, Qur loyalty apd gupporl ace still due the National
Ampri¢tan Woriah Bufrage Aszaociation. Thirty-slx ptates mmuat retify the
amendment, Sevepteen staleg have alrcady ratified. wWe are aesgured that
the necessary nineteen more witl ratify, elther at regular or speclal scasipna,
within 8 Taw months. Tntil that heppans we rmust bear our share of 1the
financial burdenz of Lhe Mational snd afford any olher zervice reguired of us,
Tin't fmagine this 18 philanthropy on cur part. Tha oblect of the Wistansin
Wolnan's Sufrage Ageociation, 28 gtaled (o ils constlintion, i& to gecure the
cnfranchiscient ofF wormen af Wizeonaln, Rince that enfrapchlsement la to
he seciared only through aetion of Teglelatures of other sfates, we must adapt
anr afforts accordingly.

[n loowiog backward we are fllled with gratitude-and happloese at what
wi have accomplished. We do not minimize tha imporianes of ¥hat has haano
done. The enfraochizsement of women in face of the prejudice agalnst it,
prejucide woven ibolo the very web aof human nature, 13 g marvelous achiove-
went, The carelesg world will praobably continus to ihink: that woman sul-
frage juat happened, that it Was “In the air,” but we know that the change
in the cpinlons of 2ociety which made {t posslble ara the resalts of escaseless,
unretnittiog toll of hundreds of women extendlog over halt = century.
Stomes wear awa¥ With cohatent dropping. So do prejudives which ate much
tougher. Tha political equality of women iz coming because a few wooman
al firat, a0d afwaryg 2 few pomparad ta the lotal number of wometi, Word 0.
vinced that 1t was just and righl and gave thefr time and strengih, thelr
vary lives, to maka it eomc.

Wiecansin Doss Ite Part

Wigeonsln has dona {ta part. Wo sy il with great pride and fervent
thaphsglving. “Wisconsin the last to enfrapchize Lt women? WNot by any
mapad, {n apite of the fact that only 21 per cent of {ts voterg are netive bworn
af native parents; In apite of tha powear of ite enoTmoug brewerles and their
inherent enmity {o eur cauba.
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At the lagt patlonsl Nue-up of sulftepge fobocs, Wisconain led the pro-
ceerlon, Teo a Wiaconein women thal paye.

We arg not pyre that Wiesconaln First in the ratilication proceassipn 1
generzglly  accepted.  The asitwatlon glves opportunity  for difarencas
of opinlom. After tha fedetal atlendment bad passd both houssas of
vongregs by the noceamary majority, & copy of the smendment weg bhurriad
Il the governor of gach sigie whose Teglplature waz 1n pepsfon. The legisla-
tua of Wisconslh received titat copy and reiifleq the amendment gboot 1t
o'clock on the morolng of June 10, E%1% Tha lagielature of Ninele was &
bit sarter and ratified the amepdment mearly an hour earller, but the {ext
ol thu preamble of the resclution smbodying the atmaendment sent to Nincia
was neorrect, and & second pasgage of the amendment WA necessary, this
pecond DMuspage laking place a fortolght laber

Sonm after the Wiacobaln legislature had ratifled the emendment, Senator
Davld G, James started for Washington as special messenger carrying the
ratificetion docupient. Upon hie relurt bhomc De brought thie declaration:

DEPARTMENT OF &TATE
WASHINGTON

June 12, 919

By direction of the Acting Scerciaty of Steta I hareby wcknowl-

eige the receipt nf & certified copy of the Joint Besolution of thae

Legialature of the State of Wieconsin, ratifying the praposed amend-

nenk to the Constilution of the United Srtates extending the right

of suffrage {0 women. which was deliversed by Hpeclal Meseeoger, D

4. James, on June Lith, 1215, amd {8 the Oret ratificatlon of the
Amandmont which bas baon reecived,

1. A, TONNER,
Chief of Bureau.

Binve, it apita of Mr. Tonner's atatement, 1llinole atill claimed firat place,
I made an efort to huve the whale miatter settled in the moat official manner
posglble by requesting Governor Bmanuel 1. Philipp to secure from Sacratary
Labzing 3 statément of the exact situation as it appoatad in the ofiler of the
geerstary of atele. M7 roqucat brought forth this letter, forwarded to me by
avernor Phillpp:

My dear Governor:

I eg to acknowledge the recelpt of yoor letter of August 18ih
stating that Mra. Henry M. Youtnans, Presldent of the Wisconaln
Woman'a Bullrage Aseocietion, has reguested you to obiain a state-
menl upon the question as to whether Wisconsin ar Ilnois ranks
firet offfcially i1 the ratilication of tha federgl aufftaga amendment.

In reply T regret tp Inform you that the Joint Resclutiong of the
various slates ratifyving an Amendment to the Constitwtlen on file
hera do not deflnitely show the time of ratificatipn, and for that TMea-
gont the Tepsrimient in not o 4 pasition to dacide the gquestios he-
twaon Lhe Statea of Wisconsln and Illnois as to which was the firat
1o ratify the propoaed woman suffrage amendment to the Conatitotion.
Whila the Department hae made no deelsion which state ratified the
ameéndment firgt, it is of record here that Wisvgnsin's ratiftcatiom im
Lhe ATet to have been recelved by tha Dapartment, and a ztatemept
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to that effcet was furnlshced the apocial Medsenger who delivered
Wiecapaio's ratification,
I am, dear Governar Philipp,
Slncerely yvours,

(3ignedy ROBERT LANBING.
Honorable E. L. Philipp,
Madisoa, Wisconsin,
Apgust 21, 1918,

The question 0f whether Wiscunsio ar Illiools was first in rabtifring the
fedaral amendment bide fair to become one of the famoog ukacttled quastions
of higtory. Dut there i bo question that Wigcensain, elther alone ar with
oo eompanlon, held the bproud Dosillon of leeder {on this greawt rull-call of
demoecracy.

Thin state wlil never recognlze the debt it owes Mra. Drown aand the
other ploneers. Sullrage work has not been eary even In theas later days.
Wo reglize how doubly afficuit 4 was thirly or Porty Feats apo. And wa
honor aod reverencc the women who did it. 1 recogpizo with dcon cupre-
rietion the albillty gnd devetipn of my own officlal ifamilles, one afler the
other. T should ke to provide a wrcath of Izarel for each of those who have
stood 80 loyally and worked ao hard., 3oldiers wha have fought and swf-
fared togather on the battle fsld bave A bond of attechment for sach othar
even strobgar than that of bleod brotherheod. We soffragiste have lust thet
feeling, and T foreses rexalons in the future when we shall recell our Gettye-
burg, our Bellean Wood, with the Rustoc ¥hown only io lghtets who wore
there.

Education in Citlzenchip

It ix eany and pleesant to reminisce of the journey fn the wildeyness.
But the journey was undertaked fo resch the gonl. What of the Promipad
land whereln we enter?

Tn Wiseonsin In November, 1520, nearty a ball million women will havae
tha right to vate, ¢ertainly for presldent and vicepresldent, probahly for all
offlcers,.  Thay hava chis rlght throogh gur sxartlens. 1t iz oo reflectlon on
them to say thab o great malorily of them koow Iitde aboot public affairs
or the madoa pparand] of voting,

Our dutr iz platn. We must devote our best efort to helping the woman
al aur state tg that odweation for citizenghip which they need and wanl
They do want it—we have had many requeats for ciizenghip material at the
suffrage headquarters. Club women are making tentative eforts in that
direction by placing citizenzhip progrems oo thair calendars.

I think the firet inetinct of the woman who wakea up ooe morning sur-
priged to find hersell a real Hve voter is in the mechealcs of voting, if one
mey uee that term. She lesrps that e may vole for presldential electora.
Presontly it tomee to her that evem that ane vole [8 an integrnl Hnk in a
lobg chain of political machikery. A presidenlial elector dues not just gtow.
llke Topsy. He I3 nominated 1o & eertaln prescribed fashlon, A primary
glection precedes the general efection. The rite of reglstration {A universal
for votara, And the great politival conventiones which nomioate Drasidant
and viee praaidont, with their bundreds of delegates and thousands of apec-
tators, with thelr party platforms and thelr extracrdiaary newspeper axplol-
tatich—thess seem po extremely {mportant, that it ie thriling for our Drankies
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votar 1o ba even remotely connected with them. Bho would be entitaly lack-
ing in thaf guality which fd supDosed to dominate her sex If she 4ld not wanot
1o know gbout ali these thiopga,

And not these only. 3he reallzes that her voting will not long be lmited
to presidemtial electors and prepldential elections. So the great new world
af Eovernment,  all goveramant, opabe to het. Eha muet konow abouc
national elections and state and county and city elections and judieial aod
achonl elec{iong, and town meetlngs and whetever elga has 8 part in the ma-
chibery af govaroment in theas Thlted Blates.

It is @any enough to learn of defloite things Hke elections. Above aod
beyond mere machipary of thiz zort, interesting and important as it Ia, arae
principlee of goveronent and ihe methods by which government i carTied
on, pnd grapt natiomal policies and problame.

What Government Means

An adequate political educallon ig oot a gmall thing far any person to
vodertake, Buf Tet no women be deterred from excrelelng hat rights sg 4
woter because her cdocatlon is not complele. 1E g rule o that =art should
be applied 1o all voters thera wounld be s surprising shrinkage in our alecto-
rate.

We would bava onr women begin a thorongh eonrsa of atady, Wo want
tham to becotie As Wise az mey be, khowledge is always power, but let us
not forget that good citizenshbip rests on only iwe or threa clomeotary
ropoeitiona.

Good citizenship 1pvolves first an understanding that governnrent s only
the trensaclion of COMMURILF DufineaB. There iz molhing magle ar myster
Ioua about it Tt is simply a chosen medns of doing the common bas{nesg
of & group of peaple who may live oear together or who may not, but ‘whe
hava many fnleresls in comingn and who are bound together in govartimentaf
tnite, National government g the trangaetion of nationk] eommunity bual-
ness, state governroent iz the transaction aof etate community business,
Iocal! poverpment 18 the transaction of local commuuity bueinoas—nothing
ToTa.

The mecond Fondamental which opur good coltlzep must gee clewrly i
that a govorament Iike oura, of the people, bF 1he people, for the peopls,
really rests in the hapds of the peopls, Lthat Ia 1o the hapde of individuwals,
gvery-day [olk=s like ourmelvez. It §a plain that citizenship duties are lakd
upom kg Just @8 family duties ara laid wpon uwe. Weo may shirk them I we
will, zome peaple Ao shirk them, but they are there juat thea same. [t iz the
plain duty of svery ¢itizen of this repoublic to 4 his share of the common
huaitega of the republic and to do It a3 well 13 he can.

Apd (hirdly, it ig greatly to his ioterest to do se. Commubity Hfe has an
Immepze nfluence on indivldual and famity life. When the chtizen i3 work-
ing for the benefit of the community he iz worklng for the betefit of himaselt
and hin children. If throogh his neglect colttnunity buginess g dishonastly
and ideliciently done, be and hip family, ag well as everybody cloe, uler,

Tha actval sighificanee of government may best be studied close at hand,
A group of women could not ind a more attraclive tople af study then the
povernment of thelr own elty. The general wlan of the conduct of ety busk
ness, tha wotk of sach efficial and &ach comrnittee; the management of
puklle utilitiee, atreet railways, water. light, sewerage and zarbage syeteme;
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tha mubicipal boards which direct Ltha afeirs of parks, lbraries, cemeterles,
bBoapitalz; the police and Are department; the Beslih depariment; tha achool
E¥gtem with lla eoattinuation school; 168 vocattonal and Amerlcanizaton clags-
&3, popsibly ite open alr gchaal, ite echool for the deaf, eic., the care of the
poor, the defective, fhe crlminal, the genetal subject of texstion, the Qiky
budget, all of these tepica and otherp ailled to them would provide fascinating
materiel Lor many meetings

Btudy ke this, which may well he cwrried on to the cownty apd arate
and pation, mekes tho studont pereelve whit govermmant razlly meane, and
what the tax-payer geta In veturn for the money he pays In taxes, Furiher-
mere it builds up in the student an appreciatlon of the importance of public
iglness and the need of character and abllity in public offtcinle,

[ hope the advent of womern in publle lifa, woden who believe in thae
ballot ae a power and who take thelr politlcal dutles sertously, will forever
pilanve those unjattiptle cyoivs who wssume that publlc businesg fs bensath
notice and who speak with cottemnpt of public officials as offica.seekers mnd
Gifice-holdera. To sagumie that public husinesa 18 lesg linportant than private
husiness or that the man who doer L {8 Inlerior in capacity ot ability i3 Lo
indicate a fundameotal igoorance of reptesentelive governmont,

The warlan voier geeking informalion will lnd many belps In hooks and
magrzitkag, The war brought Lo our natlanal conaciousness the nead of a new
and hbetter <itlzenship for men 33 well as women, and eepecially
the head ol Iaying {ha foundation Mor better cltizenship in Lhe achools. A
paw literature is arislog in reaponsa te this demand. We have at the suls
feage hesdguarters 8 short blblography of baoks on citlzenship compiled by
Mize Kulzick of the Milwaukee FPublic Hbrary. Scme of the new school
teXl-wdkd on civice are eXxtremely good and will be helpful to women sti-
dents. D, Ford MeGregor of the Universlly Exiensiom coutse hat ouitllned
o cmiras of legdons [0 woting methoads which la admirable.

We shoald have citizenship classes gll gver the ptate. "We hoDe L0 DPro-
vide & traibed répresentative, tescher, lecturer sod apostle of good cliizen-
ship 811 In one, who shall travel about from eounly to county teaching aod
prepching what the new women woter: want and need tn Koow. Wa urge
your cordizl co-opergtinn hoth io the support of this epeaker and in the grga-
hizativn of her claszca

Wo urga Fou to Keelr i mind that the bora aod girls of today sre the
voters of tomorrow and thai the public eckools should do betier work in the
future In training for citizencghip than they have donbe Ik che pagt. Co-0perate
with the echoold, Usa your induence for something real and wvital in this
achool citizemahip work. In varlows partz of tha country, school path-finders
are active and are suprest!tipg wmodes af teaching ecivies which are g diferant
fram the old actademic dyy-as-dust methods as light 15 from darknesa.

Reading the Newspapere

Women wlll forward thelr edocetion in citlzenship by reading the nows.
papers. To read the neawspapars lor palitical information 1a spmething of
fing art. You must firat koow Four oewapaper, 1ta principles and lts preju-
dices, 20 you can make allowances, You can't belleve all you read but on
the other hand yuu wust obisio practically all vour ioformalinn o clirrent
evanls from whet vou read. Yoo wmust Ieara to road with divionetlon, bal-
ancing the statementa of one newspaper against angther, applying yaur owo
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Jndgment as a balance welght and ac arriving at Bomething lika tha iroth,
This 13 eald witheut Rippamcy. We often formet that every article we read
ip the expression elther of Ipct or oplnico of one pereon, Apother parsom
hes anolher viewpoint awd another pair of Ienses ithrough which to ook, He
presents 4 different verzloo.  Yeour pwn point of view, your own ylasees, are
different from both,. You muost learn to read diecriminatingly, drewing yout
gwn conclusions,

EBEeware of the Headlinas

Heware ol reading the head-liges goly, Youw know the cxperlenec of Lhe
Chlcago wonan who Went o the polite depariment wlth a complaiot, Bhe
sald an agent had come wreing her to buy shares 1n the Lesgue of XNatlons.
The agent had gaaured her there were twg kinda of pharee, one with reser
vations, (ha ather wihout, prices being $4.50 and $6 respaclively. The
purchaser asked whal kind President Wilson had bougbt and was told that
he took etock without reservations. Bo phe had purchased two phares of
that kind and ppid for tham.

*Bat donp't you read thae papera?™ inguired 1the polica oiticer.

"OF courss T do,”" whe responded. I always read the head-linea. I Enew
Ftegident Wilson was [glterbsted io the Leagha of Natons,"

The Question of Party

The woman vater antering difidently into the unkoown world of paolitics
needd all Ber with abaut her, Let her oot lmagine for 4 moment that she ia
as unjmportant 38 sbe appeara to horaelf, Madema Wisconsin with a Lalf
milllen voter In her pocket i not one to be lgnhored. On the contrary she
will have her head turned hy attentiong aecorded her if sha ia not careful
All polltical partiss sue for her favor, To jaln or #st o Jain—that 18 the
ouastlon which will fate her aarly and to which gha nuet give her hast
attention,

1t i 5 pericun yuestico and one not to be settled of-hand, Woman aut-
frage  workers are uwkid to 8 strictly noo-pBarlsan altiinda. That was Beces-
egary when the succesk of our cauge depended apon the favor of men of all
partize. It is not peeeseary Inm Wiaconein maw. Women arg free to work
with the partles of thelr cholea, Many women ere without party aftiMations
and as p whole women are I think much less partisan than men. 1 hape
thay will remain sufficiently indepandant so that they will always look be-
hind the party labsl 1o the character of een and measureg thers represented.

Howevar we muost not forget thet thie is 2 government by partias.
Fartles formulste policies and gelect public oficers, We may wiah that this
weéra not én but it ip a0, Our budding yotér may well study the history and
jdeale af the polltical partiea. She must declde for hersell whather she can
dp best the good work she wishes to do by working Inslde the party with |
which she hug most =rympethy, and thue poasibiy Dave soma Influenca on its
actione, of by remaining outsldsa, independent of all parties.

But whether ahe wears a Republican or Democratlc or Sociallet badge
ot only votes cne of thope tickets, ia less tmportant than thet she yoies with
intallipent enderstanding of tha igpues involvad, Wirh 3 Ligh zepas of raspan-
albility to her eormmunity, with a deep and ablding loyalty to ber palion,
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Nead Womien's Aksistance Now

Thews ara difficult and dasgercous darys, the world {& in a farment, chaos
breake loose here and there. The conegcicnbicns womano may well ¢cnsider
how she ghall uge her frgt vote, She necde knowldge and laich fo guide har,
knowledge that government is nat gomething far off and remote from herself
end her childercn but 1s instesd cloge to the home god ihe children, louches
them st many points; knowledgs thatl In & governmont Hke ouwrs the ipdivid-
ual i3 reeponeible fur the community—whigh indead repts upon the individual
apd nothing elac, 1t §e wa=zy to ebow that locul guverbmewt, city apd town-
phip Eovernment, come ¢loze (o the home. [t 13 oedinarily more difficult to
show that hationsl goveroment reslly touches family life, bot war aetivitias
offer wlvid illuetrations of thls truith. War activilias aleo olfer vlvid llustra-
tien of how communlty wellare resta upon Indlvidugl shoulderse. Tha govern-
menl needed immense suma of mooey to Nhabee the war. [t callad Qpon ¥ou
aod me to lend money. Compared with thoe goverhment's need of milHons my
littde ffty dollar hond, rour Lttte ity dollar bend, appexrs oothing leéss than
ludicrous. PBut when all the meh and women of this couatyy bought bonds,
ad they <could afford, the maney wag raiged. Tt would Dot have heen raised
it each man and each woman bad not anid, “thls 18 my responsibility,” aod
arted accordingly. 8o with the conservation of foomd, 80 with all war aetivi-
tes, Each of them way braught home to every Individual a8 g peraonal 4uiy.

1F the woman voler <an loarn but one leason, el her learn that she wust
hear her share of responsibiiity for tha life of her commuonity. That 15 the
cornerstong upanr which gopd citizenship is bullded.

MNeeds Faith In Geowvearnment

The woeman voter Ion the T 8, meeda falth tn the fundamenizle of this
govarnment, Beligf that the principles upnn which it fp founded are just and
right. Bha needs an abiding conviction that a governtmant by the paopia, of
the peepla, for the people, weets the inmort need of heman aoclety, Bhe will
utt ba bllad to the fuét that fnapy avils eXist under out governthent but will
goe that the struotere iteel! stands forth =zouwnd and four-equarc to human
nature and human fuatice,

A World-old Prablam

I puppoas the industeial problems wilh which we are striving Gire really
phages of the problem of the ages—who shall do the work of the world and
wha zhail hava the profits. Certainly both work and profits hagre besp ill
dietributad in the past. To bring abeit a fatrer distribution, & moere agquahle
dirigion of the good things of JIfe, fa an aim which we must keep steadlly in
vlew. Wa cah do much fn advatice of thia alm by leglplation and regulation
and much mora ky cdocation and a aound, deaprooted fecling of brotherhond,

Mra. Emmefing Pankhurst, recently grrived {n N, Y., {8 guoted as sayine
that wnmen wll] pnt ap end to Rolzheviam, & statemsant which at firgt seems
merely didectlc, Truly thers are women “Reds” as there are men “Reda™
Many etrikes show women guile A farociops (o thelr determinatlon as men.
Women furles of the French Revolutlon, who took their knitting to the Flace
de Ig Concorde and - watched tha heads of ep-called sristoerats fall into the
bankset, counting with sptipfactivn aach phe ad i fell, will promptly recall
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themeelves to the memories ¢f thoge who bave read of those sewiul happen:
Ings more than a cuntury agq,

But after gl Mra. Paokhurat hag obh ber slde something atroDger than
the cxampla of a lew viglent women—that i3 the copgervatinm, the desire lor
law gnd order, inherent {n women a2 & class, 1t waa this instinet that mede
ibe first bhome, 3g the ledtned aneg Lell ud, and it is Lhis inatinct that holds
obto Lhe home under sll viclegltgdes, The woman gt always bave aoing
place in whieh to care Lor and rear her children. Perfzonally she may like to
roaby ahroad with her mete, for many woneh have in them ptromg spirit of
advaonture. Bul woman 18 mother before everything else, aod her own apirit
af adventure must be suppreassd if the gralification of that apirit wiil injure
her childran.

A disordered, chactle state ol apclely would undoubtedly be acceplable {o
many men and porme women. But on the whale women wepat ordered acciety
heruuee only in ordered sociely can children heva ithe best kind of rearing.
Wanen are the conpervative, oon-adventuring #ex, Ay an absiract propeeltiom
it would appear quite safe to trust them with a high eXplosive likc the ballot
when thelr more radicsl and adveniuraus mates have safely handled that
TNT for many Years.

Meed Comman Senge

We profoundly need conearvatiem pt thls time and common eenze and
the old-fashioned virtuce of induetry and thrift. And oot in the kitchen ocumly.
T hope women who have falled in vanguirhing the high cost aof livlng with
the arte of the frying-han will attack tha ogre from the rear with the blgnd-
ishments of the kallot, The disiribution of food i aoe of the great Troblame
of the hour, Tt has hod the preyerfe]l conslderation of the volelear woman,
Tt 1z commended to the prayverful conalderation ol the woman wha haz 3 bal-
10t im hier hand.

Americanization

Many queéstions of the day will make eapecial appesl to women, A na-
liopal and state gueatiom of subrema interest fe the Amaricanizetion of ths
illicne of those who Mve io the Tnited States, who koow Little of the esrens
tislg of the Tnited Btates government and ideals, and who aro esally influ-
enerd pEalnat the United Stoted. Fareign wommen kept at homs by their own
ahyness and their old-world conventlone have ifttle chanee ta hecome Amerd-
vana except thromgh the nefghborljineas of American women, Remember that
no home becomes Amarican unlil the mather of that Baome 18 an Americat

We have the problem of the Americanization of the foreign-born and
goma nakive-borp hecaguee we havo bold gur eitizanehip too cheaply and care-
tesily. Tt is owr fault that eolonies of the forelgnborn, living ncext goor ta
ug, romain forelgn 1n all cosentials. TheY represented a danger durlng the
war, Ther represent o doty and an opportunliy now., We must all beeome
hatter Amaritane, men and women, forelgm and matlve, working tegether.
Women muat be good ¢itizeas, oot alone because of thelr personsl vaotes, huf
hacange they will make good cltizens of their sona and daughters, they will
entourage the men of thebr families to greater loterpst and ther will golde
ond pasiat thelir neighbora,
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League of Woman Yotars

Americantzation I8 one of the meln Haeg of Work of the Lesgue of Women
Yotern, the heir gpparent of the National Amerlean Woman Sullrage Aasocia-
_ tioh. You will bear deteils of aim sand method of the League from thia plat-
form. The Netional Anwrlcen Woman Suffrags Associativn will chaoye to the
L.eaguwe of Wiomen Yoters as soon 88 ratlfication is complete. Rome siate ae-
soelaliones haviog already changed. Yoo will decide gt thiz coovention when
ond hew Wiscongln wounld best undergo lha ttandformation.

You are remioded theat suffrege work ig Dot doos in Wiscotsin bub fhe
road abead brordens and changes. We must olose up the old (ask the while
we undertake the new, Fou here have haen falthiul gver a4 Ffaw things. You
Ara Warth¥ to beechie, af you sre destined to become, ruler over many thinegs.
A tyndamental change has come to Wieconsin becaoae of your eforts.  Oonly
future generationa can measure the value of that change. TWe must sneurs
that 1t ghall be g whoelly benoefcent change.

Ag Matthew Arpold eays in the worde which we have adopted ga the {n-
pbiralion of thils convention:

"If ever the world seer a time When women shall come together pursly
and slmnly far the heneflt and good of manking, it will be & power such as the
world bag never knpwn.'”

Let us mmke that dreem ceme true,
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