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When the newspapers branght word that forty-sever bravagen-
tlemen in the assembly chamber of Wisconsin had voted to makes
the wives and mothers of oor commonwealth co-equal with them-
selves in all that coustitutes a ¢itizen of the state or nation, there
went np from many bearts who have long eod faithfully stadied
the quedtion, & pean of joy and thankegiving and pride. Not
meny Wisconsin women have yet assayed the difficult art of ora- -
tory, and tha fewr who have dons so, still in ths novitinte of their
axperiends, beaitate, in an hoor lilkke the prezant, when the moat.
important of all the important queatione of the dsy hanga trem-
bling in the bulance, ko make any appeal in ite behalf, last an un-~
foward or nnskillful word prove futal to onr cauwse. Thare ere
timezof suspenss when even the lip of prayer is hushed ; stressful
moments when the great clock of Eternity ticks its nlternating
 Ferever, Mever; — MNevar, Forerar,” 50 passionately imo the:
sir of time that all other sound searms sacrilege.

The dragdful deep geas, thay are loudest when atill.

Euoaowing this, Mr. Chnirraan and geotlomen of the committes
whom I have the honor to addresa, you must alse be aware that
it ie with deep humility and muoch trepidation that I aitempt to
eay o few worde in this henorable presence, in behalf of the reso-
lution now in yoar hands —& resclation which gives a woman
givil end political equality; o resolution which in elevating the
mothiers, elavates the race; whose defeat means a continnanse of
dieagter; whose trinmph is the dawn of anema of gladness apd
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grandeur such as no present prophecy can foreshadow. Let thia
resolation move on ko trinmph, shd oor fair young state will
inevitably lead the ven-of all the thirty-sight in this nobls, just
and needed reform.

The gradual but positive recognition which woman has gained
during the past ten years, canont have esenpel the obaervation of
the gentiemen to whom I speak. In Meassohuwaetts ske ia already
voting on school queations; in New York she has now the same
privileze. Only & year ago the eupreme court of the Tinited
Statea threw open s judictal deors and invited ber to practice
law within that eoossrvative enclosure, hitherto sacred to meeg,
and in Wisconsiu she has alao the same privileges; while in ede-
eational matters, even rigoros aond prejudicial Harvard kow opened
a sida wiolst far her entranse, though atill stoutly derying ber
right to the broad front loorway. She hos pushed her way sue-
cesefelly into many new avenoes of hasiness, and In the profes-
elons ia #n earnest and dignifled competitor with her brothera
Her gueanz are on the platform in person of Eitzabeth Cady Stan-
ton, M. Livermors, and Anna Dickinson; she bns consscrated
the stage with Charlgtte Cushmnen, ecoquered literature with Mra,
Erowning and Seorge Eliot; aaved a thonsand girle from infzmy
in Matilda Goddard, and raled 8 magnificent empire in Queen
Victoria

AT these trinmyphs ate bab the prelude to triompha that await
ber. Mot until thers are “ no more worlde to conquer’ will she
{old her wings; uot amtil every college door shall heve yieldsd to
the imperative of her knoolk ; not ontil every voiee shall proadly
el of ber Jikerty and eguality; not until abe i3 eligible to the
“highest oifice in the gift of the American people;” and sven
thea her effort shall not cease

Tilt the war dram thrabs po longer, wnd the battfls fags sre Dcrlad,
In the paclisment of mes; the faderatfon of the world,

Now the right of suffrage ia what makas the Ameriean citizen;
give woman this vight and she becomos a citizen, Thut ghe iz cot
guch now is a matter of knowledge to even the nrchins along the
village streeta.  Walking in o country town, a fewr yoars since, T
observed a millinsr's advertisement on the side of a building, in



which she addressed her patrons as “lady citizans.” A small boy
who noted it, bad scrawled undemeath this conundram ;

If & woman I8 & citlass,
Pray ¢an a rooster be 8 heg ¥

Weak and cheap as it wes, it tanght me the fact of my swn non-
entity. I had read * A Man Witbout & Oountry,’” and pitied his
woes ] bit not uotil that mement did I realizs thet no womean bas
acountry. She tails and prays and loves and suffers; gives her
aons by the showsands to die for the land that denies her the right
to any woice in its administration ; she iz taxed by laws that were
made without her consent ; ehe pines in prison and swings on gal-
lowa by the decress of man; the lawa of meb marry her and tha
laws of men bury her. Ier position of dependency, like that of
the minor, the idiot and the criminal, wasnkens her intellecs, de-
stroys har coorsge and dwarfs her womanbood.

The fact that sha is often mistress of intrigue, resorting to arti-
fice and strategy, avd in sorne iostanees to her personalt oharm, in
order to win har point, is bat the rasult of her pesition. With oo
pewer te carry by argument, ne weapon io the ballet, sha turna
to such rezources oz ghe does possess, and if ambitions, soltivates
and vees them to the fullsst extent Knowing that man holds the
reins of power, she resorts to such methods 4o obtain her desires
as she dnds of avail with hio.

It is & fpct that men is often kionder to her than she is to her-
goif. Im the laws he has made for hia own and her government,
nra found both wisdom and kind forethoopht; many of them
speal the tendernesa and chre of husband 2od father. Bat, gen-
tlemen, kind as you are gallant a3 you are in all your after-dinnar
toasta “to the ladies,” highly s you complimens ws in your
Tourth of July ormtinns, and chivalrens as you ave in admitting
us by be the * better half” of tha world, wonld you think it just
for us women to comne tp herae to these legislative balls and ensct
laws to harg you, o imprison yoo, to divoree you, to lax you, to
a0dow you with property or to disendow you, snd to control your
obildren, giving you no voice 1o the matter, but we all the time
eweetly amiling and tefling you that you are our " better halves,”
altozether oo good and pure sad noble to take any part in thesa



3

movements which affect the eternal weal or woe of humanity §
Would you eonsider yourseives hoooved so much if we shounld
give you oar seats in the crowded street-cara, that yoo would gurietly
and gladly relinguish to us youresats in the samate 7 And would
you be willing to allow your cne duty of paternity to czempt
your whole life from ol other duty?  DBecause you are fathers,
woeld yoo gmile assent when we told yoo of yoar high office in
this capesity, while we monopatized all the other and more lucra
tive officen ¥

It i3 argued by meny sensible men, that woman should not
vote hecause in some way it will interfere with her duties as a
mother. To drop ber ballot in the box will reqoire no longer
than to put a latter in the post office ; to maka bamelf as intelli-
zont & voter aa the averags man, will require only a portion of
the time she now spends over erochet work, or in cuiling up bits
-of ¢loth and sewing them togsiher again as pawchwork Most of
-onr publie achool tenchers mre competent volers alcendy, trained
‘from as1ly vouth, from vecesaity, to Labits of practical thought

-on sl living topics, politics included ; vearly every mother knows
‘how she wents her son to vole, and why; and wben we come
-down to our foreign element of poprlation and guestion the ex-
pediency of bringing Bridgst to the polls, why all T can say is,
Patrick is there already, no betier qualified than she iz, and armed
with & cruel pewer nganines her in the ballet be carries Tk i3 wall
Lknown thot among the lower nlassea thare exista much arusliy to
wives, The lower we descend in the seale of bumanity the less
in the regard in which weman ie held; the less enlightened the
manhood, the mare he axailts in degrading wumunhmd Tanor-
anee is ever the parent of tyranny.

The savage yokes his wife to the plow by the side of the ox;
but Hoxley saya: " Les women become merchants, barristers, pol-
itigiane; Iet themn hova fair fields, but let them understand, as
the nenessary correlative, that they are to have no favon Let
Natare alove sit high above the lists; main influenees and judge
the prize.”  And this 5 whnt we want. It i3 the favar of gentle-
met that 18 sp disaztrous. Higginson also says: *“Give har the
alpbabet, if yon dare, then summon her to har caresr, and thongh
men, ignorant and prejudiced, may oppose its baginnings, thers ia



7

Hi¢ danger but at lagt they wiil fling around ber footsteps more
levish praise than ever greeted the Opera’s idol — mors perfamed
flowers than ever wooced the fairest bulterfly of the ball-room.™
And Emerson, of whom Whittier ssys that his will be the “only
Amarican nama known a thonsand years henea "— Emerson, now
and slways, bag sdvocated the ballet for woman, Joseph Cook
aleo is one of our champions, as is his antithesis, Robert Tngaracll, -
Ingeracll, while he would give us the ballet, cores forward also
with his native poetry, and says, * Woman bas the right v be
Prutec,tedlll

In this latter all gentlemen agree with him, bat not &l have yet
come to ees thut tha ballot will be her greatest protection, Theo-
dore Poarker, when be hurried the fugitiva slave from his door to
freedor, pave him a Bible and s muslket, snd bade him take care
‘of himsell, Gentlemen, you eacnof persgonily protect every
woman of this land, if you would; bot you ecan give every
woman the power to pratect herseli.  We hava tha Bibla; now
give np, not bullets, but tha ballot,  ¥ou let Patriok vote the rom
shop open — now let Bridget vota it ahtty and if that breedsa do-
mestia jar, ik iz their own bnsiness, I will tenst ber to hold her
own, aud come oub ahead, so long ma Patis sobar; she isn'c
much of o woman if she ean't. Bot 20 long as you keep ber
hands tied, 2e now, while he draws the tap of the whisky barrel
at will, so long we phall have wives and children beaten and
mrurdered by dresken husbands; and worse than this, so long we
shall bava children born into the world witk diseased arteries
flowing with the blood of inherited druckenpess, insanity and
<rime.

1t enly thi= one qreation, which iz not ao muoch temperance az
heredity, wore at steks, I could plead antil the morning star
climbs to the zenith and the pals old meon hides her horns uoder
ths horizon. GHiva tha ballot to woman ! Give tha mothers of thia
stats the power to protect themsslves, their soms, their danghters,
and the unborn generations from this luring fiend of drink, whose
ainister laugh mocks yoor angnish sz you lay your sca in a
dronkardt's geave; whose cloven foot, swift and noieeless, stalks
to the bridal banquet of your eherished daughter, turns the blush
oo her soft, young cheek to the paller of & dronlrard's wifs, the
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mother of & drunkard'a child; thie fiend, that Iays its akinny,
fleshloss Anger in the dimple of tha babe in your cradle, and
deoms nnd damas it and its descendante forever and [orever; this
fend that Alls the priscog, Jures young girle to hells of infamy,
dabbles in the reeking blood spilled to glnt the gallows' greed,
und mocks High Heaven with & yearly holoesust of human seols.
Give us the ballot, and let us go solemnly, esrnestly up to the
polls acd say, with the white rasoloteness of & determination that
cannot be shaken: This baleful power shall fall! Give us the
hallot, gantlatmen, and wa will bless you as we march o our con-
sacrated duty, we and cor ehildren's ghildren, forever and forever,

Ingersoll says: ¥ Woman bas a right to be protected.” Eo has

mar; and a few of us women begin to think it is our duty to do
i  All these vears he bas esgorted uva to opera aod lalle, and
been our most devoted cavalier on the street after nightfall; in-
deed, so much has he ssorifieed himself for us ie these respects,
that it hae come to be slmost sa much as & woman’s repoiation
ia worth t0 be seen at sugh placss withoot him. Now it he=
oocurred to some of us that, spreeable as his scniaty is, it is neb
.nltogether necessary, 48 a protection, and thet probably we do as
rmuch for him in that line ss he doea for pe,  IE g1l the woman of
Madisorn went alone to the pext theatre, I don't bLalieve there
wonld ba any going out between the acts to visit saleons ; but you
may say how it would be if the men went alone. Tha faet is,
man oeeds woman's resiraint and protestion wherever he is, as
mueh ay she needs hiz Adam of old didn't know good from
avil till Eva put bim in the way of Aoding it out  Acd so it has
heen ever since I uever accepted the common ides shant the
effect of eating that apple IF it had not been eaten, the race
wonldn't koew right from wreng till thiz day.

“ God created man —i. &, mankind —in His own image; male
and fernle created He them." Hs pot them fogether in the gar-
den; He banished tham, fagether, from the garden, and so long aa
He was about managing mundane affairs He kept them fogether.
But since He withdrew to let man run the astate, there has been
» partial separation, Let us note a few of the effects of thia;
Man, striding on into politica tells woman it i3 " too corrapt for
her” Thisis his own confession; but e is always  baay " when
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vou agk him “ Who made it corrupt?"” Left out here, woman
tekes to ruoning the churches and the mivisiers —most of them,.
‘Well, they are not absolately perfect, nowadrys, still never any-

thing quite so bad bas come ont of them, according w general

belief, as has resulted from some political affaira.  Woman is sole
and supreme in the sewing acciety — the lowest form of human
orgapization, probably, bt innossnt and gaileless compared with

-primary political meetings,

SBamantha Allen saye it ia ensy encngh to svoid being standerad
st the sewing socisty by slwaye going early, befora anybody else-
gets there, Gantlemen know better than I whethar this would
remedy the ille we hear of the ceucoe Moat drinking saloona
and gembling dens are run and patronized by men, Tha tea-.
purty fells to women, —Beaven help some of us il we were
ohliged to go often,—hot affer all, it is not wicked, and if it ia
wenk, I don't gee the remady nnder present arrangements. Give
e semaething noble to strive for, and allow us to do it in an open,
ptruightforward menner, and we sball scon tire of ten. Let us
coma op here to the senate witk Yoo, oot 83 inlericrs, or as soph-
ipts to persuade you 1o cur whims sgninat your batter judgment,
hot ae eguals, with only such digoity, respect and honor as we
deserve snd earn. Do not et ua cajole with a amile or conquer
#ith o tear — these things, beautiful and right when spontaneous
and naturel, bave oo place on the seales of justice — but do lat
us speak and work, sids by side with you as befits the mothers
of moen.  Yeu will be better, we shall be stronger, and bumanity
grander, when this artificial sepsration of mer and women in
rehonls and in atate affairs no longer exists,

Do yon still orge that mothers cannet attend to legislabive du-
tiza? There are many woman who ave not mothera; many whoe
are oot and naver will ba married.  Leb such come here, if thay
are able to secure election. And, after her sons and danghters
have prowin to matarity, I koow 710 reagen why a mother should
not be allowsd to go to songress; Wefore that tima, neither she
nor ¢ man iz really old enough to go.  No political eareer iagoing:
to tempt a woman from her ¢hild  Bat, if it should, would it be
worge than tha Ishiooable eareer that now entices her to lenve it
in the care of ghe knows not whom? Or would it bs so bad for
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a faw women 1o leave children at home while they went to eon-
gre2s, ¢ is the grest crying wrong upon our civilization which
compels muoltitudes of mothers to leave their children in absoluts
peglect, while they go out to toil all day for the pitiful sem. thag
ja to keep their wretched sanls and bodies togethar?

But the office holdiog and politinal work geuemlly, which tha
ballot is to opan to woman, is insignifernt in comparizon with the
greater priviioges it 1o to open te her in opportunities for earning
ber duily bread. Comparatively few of all the male votera ever
hold or seek office, but frem the prominence given fo this objeg-
tion to female suffrage one would imagine that avery woman, go
aoom g the polls wers open to her, woonld rush for offieinl pesi-
tign, Inm reality, it would be only the few whe would bave the
ahility, taste or inclination to do sa. The great world of women
wonld then, a3 now, mova steadily on about their doties, avail-
ing themselves sedately of their new advantages, in their regular
lines of lifs. The working women, thet great, uneounted army,
toiling from snn to sup, for thamselves or their ehildren, will be
tha greatest gainers from the ballot in their hands. Now in com-
petition with men they have no chance save in the cheapness of
their labor. A majority of tha women would be turned ont of
the positions they beld to-day, and men substitrted in their places,
were it oot that they work chesper.  Probably noemployer conld
#ay that they do not worlr as well, but there i3 an advantage In
employing and controlling veisrs. Lot woman wvote, and she cun
then compete with man simply oo the merits of her work, insome
inataness surpassing, in others falling below him. :

A business gentleman whe now employe & woman a3 bools-
keaper in his establishment at $1,000 per waar, told me that he
formerly poid & man $2,000, and thet he did not do the wark 8o
well, Very few women receive so high as §1,000 salary, but, gen-
tlemen, will you tell me why they shounld oot receive exastly the
same that men do when they do ths same work? .And de yoo
not believe they would if, walking forth with the ballet in their
haods, free and squnl citizens of the land, they competed, not a3
gert with frecholder, but »s human being with human being, on
& basis of merit alone? Do you urge thet men should receiva
mgre benauss on tham falls the burden of family T T cahnot nes
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cept that ag 2 regson, since you do not pay a mea with o large
family mara than one with a emall oee; bot you de employ him
who will best serve you for the lesst meney, irrespectiva of family.
Iet the voting employees of an establishment demand an increass
of pay nnd they are moech mors likely to secure it than are the
non-voting, female employes in the same establizhment, For the
simple resson that veles command publio sentimert, the presa and
the politicianz, Every may wha wante an offies next election,
gives attention to the ery of voters; but he has no ear for the poor
wornen in the same famory, toiling vhe snme number of hounrs for
atill leza than the men already receive
And now shall we pass for & moment to the consideration of the
physical basis of the subject? I presame no pentleman here will
‘even urgs physical inferiority 45 o reazon why woman should pot
vote, I he does, he mnust establish by law how much avelrdu-
pois, how much asivew, bone and muscle, height and breadth of
ghonlder i3 nepessary to constitnte a voter, and then rigoronsly
disfranchise every man who does not come up to the standard,
Many yoars ago, when suffrags sonwentions wate not so common
as pow, that bright golaxy of women, whose names have aince
become world-famous, were oo n Milwaokes platform ndvoeating
tha eleetive {ranchise as woman's right. When they invited any
one i ths avdience to offar chjectinng to the movement, a very
freil, diminutive brother arose end said he ** did oot think woraan
physically equal to the situdtion; to the duties of war” ate.
There sat Madam Anpeke on the platform weighiog, proximately,
two hundred pounds; Mre, Stanton, short but substential ; Mise
. Anthony, tall and musedlar, and Mre Tivermore, whe is by no
menns infantile.  When the lintle man had eoncluded, the latter
lady arose, walked with the tread of a Juno w0 the front of the
-platiorm, » fine gsaroasm of hemeor playing about her aye, as she
gaid: “The physical dissbilicy argument ageinst the ballet for
wotan seams eingularly Jnappropriate on the presens occasiom,
inasmach ss any one of the ladies on this pietform is capable of
fakiog the gen‘leman who has advensed it in her arms and bear.
ing him awsy to his avarlasting repose™
Mot nutil you require all men who otz to be egual to military
2ervice, eap womsn's unfitnesa for that e urged against her right
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of franchise.  Buat woman dees not some to the feld with a aword,
Bha hopes and belisves that bar power will be suah, era long, ss
to banich war to the renlms of cannibale and other savages, whers
it belonge Too long already bas she borne sons to die in batéle ;
too Jong st in sorrow and sllence whils ihe pasdions of men de-
vastated the green earth and watered itzsail wivh the heart's blood
which her own pain thrilled into lifa "When the motherz vote
there will be Isse caroage. for to theam life iz more sacred by all
which mather-hond means, than it can aver be to man; to them
every humacn being, bowever rudely jostlad along the world's
rough way, is one for whom =ome mother went down through the
valley of the hadow of death; to them every human body is a
shring, congecrnied with o mothers prayers and tesrs from the
Holy of Holies of har being. Oh, no! The mothers will ach vote
tor war, though they can bear it, how bravely yoa all koow, when
it Is thought inevitable.

At a convention & few posrs ago one of the honorable senators,
now presenty read an exbaustive paper, argeiog womaa's right to
the ballot. At its cloge, 2 gpood Ernglish dominie arose and eaid :
“When these things prevoiled, which ths gootleman orged, ha
didn’t ses who wes to be the Asad of the famdfe.” I hove alwnye
anspected the d2ar man must have heen in doonbt as to who hald
she aupremacy in bis own howsehold, bat draw consolation from
the fact that legully, ot any rate, Ae was at the balm. Now take

irom bim his legnl bolster, and whare wonld ha he?  After all,
gentlamen, it wouldr't males any difference. Every haart knoweth
itz own bitterness.  If your are not the head no law 2an make
you 50 really; and il you arg no law gan affest yeur statns
Take the world over, the hesdship iz about equally divided: A
tiny wonaan with determivation will have her awn way in apite of
yoo now; eniarge ber sims and purposes, and yoo will have a
better time, for thet her tyranny will aot, ab least, ba do petty.

But do gentlemen sy that the ballot in woman's hand will rob-
her of postry and septitnent ! . Ab, that laa mistake. Wo power
you eain give her will ever make home less dear or lora less aweet,
The holy flame forever burning on the sncred altars-of the human
heart, and foraver fad by hands immortal and uoseen, connge be
dimmed Ly.any haman power. -Ii a faw Amazonian women have
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bean necessary to lesd in this reform — the brave pionsers, whe,
egrneat and deflant, have bewn the forests and aleared the spit for
mote dainty feet to tread — that doas not argue that all roting
women will be Ampgona, If & few exali in the ability, a= one
gaid to me the other day, to ' keock & mae down whee he deserves
it" there are ocountless othera who cherish s their ideal that
mightior power which compels him to kneel of his own acsord;
and this ha can never fail to do when his hour has cowe, for such
an all-wise Providence foreordained e be a uecessity of his being,
Thea reaeon why 80 many wives are “swallowed up,” lost in their
bisbands, and then negleated, is becanza thera ig eo little of them
to ewallow. The strong man lifts the tiny chalice to bis lps aud
the Grst gip drains 15 dry.  There is theo nothing left (ot bim but
to wander ir forbidden pastares or go throagh lifa forever athirst.
Tnstead of & stale drop in the conventional chalice, let woman be-
gome B perrennial, life-giving fountain, and =zhe will never be
#pwallowed ;™ never cease to blossorn and sing.

But even wers it true that poetry roust pay the priss of justice
in this respect, do you think it wonld be right to withhold it?
How much poetry is there now in the lives of the great, toiling
maszed of women — those who must work or starva It is only
the faw of us who are cared for by good men in hooored homes
of aomicrt and luxury. Dare we longer turn desf ears fo those
mighty multitndes of toilers, whose hollow eves already hepin,
even in gur lund, o glow with the fires of desperatiocn? Whose
hard and bony bands, lifted in unavailing prayer for relief, threaten
ta deacend in that vetribution whish ighorazse and penucy slone
is cepebleof, Thase massea of hard-worked and half-fed mathers,
untaught and anloved, will not stop to listan to peetry, thengh
the muges ehould hurl an Olympas of it among them. It iz bread
for which they cry —bresd for themaalves sud their illstarred .
children. Give them the ballot, gentlemen, even though your
owo guarded darlings do not need and will not nae it

Thera is no compileory voling among men ; thers will ba nona
among women. Those who feel that sheir morsl cherscier is not
strong enongh to stand proof agaimst the demoralizations of the
palle, can etay away, then as now. But I can’t ubnderstand why
thers is so much maore danger of contamination from mesting you
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gentlemen there, than in reasiving you io our home=  If vou ars
g0 bad and covrupting in politios, bow is it that yon are av noble
and slavating in sodiety 7

If vou are tao vile to vote with, how are Fou good endngh to
waltz with? If it 1z improper for ng o be your compenions in
the formal bosiness of lagislation, bew in the world i3 it - proper
ter us to follow vou so willingly into the aloser relations of mar-
rage? If you ara so debasing ag politicians, how dere we trust .
you 8s-hosbands? It js not rve.  Tale them the world over,
msn is 88 good as wemon; woman is ss good =5 man, and she
was designed to be ot enly her own, bot ber * brother's keeper ™
frem evil The majoricy of women who argne the petils of busi.
ness association batweon the sexes, wonld seem, at a superfaial
glance, t3 be entirel ¥ beyood danger themselves, and moat affeat-
Jive and salutary safezaards to their brothers. "Nob every one
needa to pray, “ Laad us pot loto temptaticn.” The orater of an
extinat volennoia hardly the propbet of & resarrantion mora.

Gentlemen, on the hilltop yonder the young men and maid.
ens walk aide by side up the Wil of Enowledge. Side by =ide,
Btrong men aod monen are at work puarding and goiding thair
fadtsteps. It i3 m beantiful pictnre ; one of which our common-
wealth ia joetly prood. Ionocent and profitable emulation stirs
the hearts of the sepirants, regardleas of zax " Bweet-girl gradu-
atez " vie with yoursbrong sons in receiving the hooors of the
noble institution. No ooe thinks of mischisf; nona exists amid
this reciprocity and enquality.  Bog it wasnot always thos,  Many
veara passed beiore the girls of oor state were received into our
university at all; aad when they wera gra-laally and grodgingly
admitted, ot Grst onlv 10 & normal department, which gove them
no iastraciicn from che regular faeuliy. I remember well how
the prejudiced and lordly young men, until then sale monarche of
the realm, received tham with glanzea and epithets of contempt.
t Allen's Squal® was the elagant and complimentary sobrigust
they bestowad mpen the invading, and as they falt, plebeian
fomnales. Nor autil the ragents threw open 1o us the entirs insti-
tation, seated womaen queen a2 man i3 king in the realm of Iearn-
ing, did prejudire pass away. MNow I imagine the yoong penila-
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tnen gre too busy Leeping paca with the yonng ladies to spend
maeh time invanting names of derision.

All wa azk {n any department of life, 85 in the univemity, is
fair, opev fielda Give us this, 2a0d your responsibility ceases.
If we fnil, the fanlt is cors, and 20 i the chagrin. But, thongh
womah i3 in gdr university, aa teacher and papil: and though we
laugh now at the forebodings and chimerzs and hebgoblina dire
that were conjured by the timid, and advo-awed as reasons why
ghe sheuld net be admitted there; still, in looking about, we sea
tbat ahe 18 0ot Foi ot the Bourd of Bopents  Isihisvipht? Ouoght
not tha mother to have & recognized voice in directing the eduna-
tlon of her sone end deughters? Cughtshe not to be rapreasnted
on every school board in the land? A majority of all ear public
school teschers ere women; but they are hited, dismiszed and
yaid by men alone—pood, competent men, genemlly; bardo
Fou wot think woman, if allowed a place heva woald give more
time sud thonght to this subject of cdasation than vhe majority
of buzy men can give? Tle= she not ee muck atb stake in the
matter as man has, and by her unguestioned wrinmph 28 a teachar,
has she not domonsteated ber capability ? '

_In Eogland, & know that woman bas the night to vole on all
manicips]l mattera the same as man, bt so little stir has been.
made about it there that wa ssarcaly recostize the faeh  Doobt-
Joes the work of Johno Btuart Mill and his noble wile thore, hed
snoch to do toward consummating this resnlt. We are 4naus-
tomed to call Eogland “conservative;” but in thiz reform sha
eurpazses America.  One of your ssnators told me yesterday that
he bad o denbt that woman's influence at the polls in munieipal
matters would be benefisent T tell yoo © gentlemen miny ary
"Punce, Poace,’ bat there is oo peace” until woman is justified.

A common objectivn to euffroge is, that it will debnee and.
couraeh womat., This is a8 imposesible, gentlemen, as to make o
coarse thread oot of a Bneone  Thers are plenty of rongh, wn-
gengitive women sziready, bot they naver voted) and you emn-
never, by any power, make a delicately srganized human being,
man .or, women, indelicatg.  Such may sbrink and retire from
rongh sontaot, tnay forego politics, ratier than socept its inevitable.
Work —miny men dg 3o now — but they can never make them.-
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galyes conrss if God made them fine in the beginning, COn the
contrary, o beautiful, self-poised, symmetrioal charnoter, slive in
every nerve bo the finer inteitions, will -walk through- fire &nd
flood, only to grester purity; will, instead of falling berself, lif
others up.  Anp ideal womanhood, such s the Cathelie worshipa
in the Virgin Mary, is not wholly impossible, and I believe we
#iell more vearly approach it when larger bopes and nebler aima
teach e the dignity and power of saintlivess

Those of ne who are said to be “alamoring " for more rights,
-snply want the right to do cur duty, lor a duiy 13 a5 much more
than & right 2s Glod than man. We do nat want to develop fnto
aimply the strong, ferale homo, but into that grace and beauty
and strength of charaoter, which ahall sssare to the Inture a better
Tace of men. No strong, noble mun ever had a weak mother, and
the degeneraey of woman meens a degenerate humanity. Neta
it where you will, the great men of all timea are their mothers'
gona, while the brilliant women have inberited from the father
It ia shrough motherhogd that the race i8 to be redesmsd, physis-
Aally and morally. Tha saving dlood id that whieh conrses pure
£ad bealehful through the livine artaries ; and it is woman, lisensed
by her own inspirabion, and ordained priestess by neoe lower than
the Most High, who i3 o preach and practioe the new gospel of
£lad tidings.  Will not her stroog brothers loosa tha bonds that
havg fettered ber so long, and give her the eivilian's liberty to do
ber wark? Wheo, i ot woman, 18 to coma to the sclution of
the great queations of paaperism and dependency? She is the
mother of tramps, of 1diots and of erimionls 5a well as of poats,
heroes and statesmen. She, igootent and debased, replenishes
the prisons with her children; aa enlightenml and strong, she
«crowns our legialature with ber sons. Ia the evil houses of our
-tifies she breeds the ricta that terrify +he land.

A wvoies high in soientifin lore says: It is the children of
{allen womanbood who tramp and commit crimes that nassssitate
the penitentiary.” Which is better, gentleman, to go on building
<oatly ediflsas of charity, reform and panishmest, or to lay the
axe at the 100t of the evil and give women tha power to ennoble,
pugtain and redeem herself, and through' her the wordd? Ttis
pre-nale]l murder in the heart of ignorsnt mothers that swings the
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gibbei; the desire for human blood if stamped dpoy the eriminal
anul hefre its duy of Hisbea dawoed ; it iy desserated motherhoad
thatis the woc of the world. It is agaivat the profanstion of the
beman body, this “ house not made with handa” in whizh we
dewell, that woman must preach aod pretesi. Do you not know
that everywhers the Master's temple ia dishonered by the money
changera { Who, to-day, if not woman, shall take the whip of
small cords, drive ont the profnne and reatore avery human power
t0 ita ponsearated niche in the natural temple and over epch in-
seribe ¢ Holy, Holy, Haly unta the Lord.”

Do you further urge that ““ladies do ot want to vate ¥ Wall,
genilemen, then it fs high time they did. The negro slaves did
1ot pare to be free, ai least not those who were comfortably cared
for; but all the sama, it was right and needful that they should be.
It not for thempelves, for the sake of all that fair portion of our
land which elavery had cursed. Slavery was aoother form of
degradation of motherhood, and it eursed not only the offspring:
ot whose brow the mark of Cain is white enough to read, bt is
cursed alss, and mors deeply, the slava-holder, his family 2nd his-
eatate. It oursed the noréh, that so long loekad on in apathy,
with a erual wer, with engrmous texes not yet paid, and with
widows, orphons and diegonsclate homes, Thiz fatal marls,
whitening ever with the sueceeding genarations, at last in such g
Fraderick Douglas could riss to the defense of the dusky moth-
ars, snd thus mp avenged itsell upon the sinners Not went to
vote! Thatisof no eonsequence. A woman who will put her
finger in ote corner of hear mouvth and say: “I don’t want ta
vute,” don’t lknow what abe does wanl,  She bas not studied, Liae
naot thonght has not felt, and iz 52 inespabla of desiding for
hereelf a8 a child Suppose LJueen Vistori, when some impor-
tant state questmn malls for her decizion, shemld put her Anger
in her mouth, "‘Jl:l.ti her hesd over to one gide, and say to Lnrd
Beaeonafield, 91 don t want to vota."

Buitif thers aran faw Armerican women who talk 1o tha,t way,
thai is no reason why the rast of us, #he do want to, should be
hindered. But I am sare thera are not so many of them inTany

alaes of popiety 38 you may imagine. Why, threzjyexrs apa, Mr=
g .
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Btanton eamms to Milwankes and was antertained by one of cur
well known Iadies, whe invited mors than a bundred of her
fashigpable friends ko meet her guest. They all came. Diamonds
flasked, eostly laces and velvet snrichad the ozcasicn, rare flowers
leng their perfums, and amid it &ll, dear Mra. Stanton moved in
her own queenly simplizity, her silver bair ehining like the gate
of the Celestial Oity. The next doy a woman's sufrege petition
was circalated and many of those Indies signed it They were
the wives of men whose names are known to you all. Now when
you bonarable gantlemen go to s lady zod say 1o her, "0 course,
Madame, vou do not helieve in this short-baivad eod short ealico
dress suffrage movement(” she instantly exclaims © Oh, oo, I
wonldo't vobe for the world.” - And she izo't kny worze nor any
Letter, than old Gallileo was whon ha awore on bended knee that
he believed the earth stond still. Bat as soon as he oot erect
upen his feet again, be exclaimed spilo woce, * but it moves nevgr-
thaless " - _

A kuesling posture alwaps did take the eourage out of & man;
tot uotil he stands upright, can he tell the teath.  Let me go to
thia rame woman, in her own chamber, and shat the door, and
aLy to her: “Now don’t you thmlk it a shame that we women
have the same political statng archildren, idiotsand ariminals, and
dop’t yon thiek it woald be good policy for us to vote rather than
stand it longer?” She will say in & vaice, all the more emphatic
berauze it g low, ¥ Indesd [ do!™ Tt makes oll the diference in
the world how a thing is put; and ay for yoar argument, votiog
will never make one hair long or short.  If it bas anyching to do
with ity vhe inference iz fair shat her non-voliog status is what
makes woman =o destitote now in thiz raspect

It has been my good forinne to spand the past two winters in
the old, puritanical, reformatory, strong-minded city of Boston, —
and that word suggests that many ladies objegd to being called
vatrong-mindad”  Verr well Lot them be salled weak-mindad
or feeble-minded, if that pleaser better. There is another alteroa-
tive, save in & mongrel sortk of sfair for which there is no namea
In Boston I watched the enfftase mavement with leen interest
Every winter thoso tireless, long-suffering women go up to the
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lepislature and argue their cause before the senats eommittee,
which hearz tham in the gréen room of the old state house

Bvery wintat, for many years, the sume arguments have been
repeated ; ona set of legislators genting comforably converied
just in time to 2o home and have their plages filled with a new
and prejudiced company. Thus, littla was accomplished, wisihly,
until lask winter, when women was given har right in scheel mat-
ters. Nevertheless, a great silent worlk was being done by those
women in educating the men of Masssehusetts on this guestion.
Every winter these men went home wiger — if not sadder —and
carried, ungonsgiously, perhaps, but still cartied, to their frisnds
and oeighbors the new ideas tbey had received. I told ona of the
feaders of the movement there that I believed the women of
Wisconsin would have the right of sufirapa befors the woman of
Massachusetts  “ Why? 7 she ssked in amagement * Beranse
our tnen move fuster out west,  When Gabriel biows hia trumpet,
they know the day of judgment has come, and they march to the
musie, bara-headed and i their shirt-sleeves. In Massachnsetts
they stop to get their ambrellus, and bave wife mnfle their
throats, after the door of the pit i3 open and the bat farme singing
their whiskeys.”

Mo Wisconsin lemislature woold ever hear that story told so
powerfully ss it s told thers, for 0 many years, It would ges
wearied, like the Lord, with woman's importanity, and grant her
prayer for peace’s sake, if wothing more. Bur yon can't tire oot
the Massachusetis men. They are excellent listeners, Andas I
lagked into their faces and saw how sged they were, evan befora
they are fifty ; how the fire had gone ocut on the hearthstone, L
snid to myzelf, the vouth and the energy has gove west and lafc
Hew England a sott of old folks’ bame for the land.

Gentlemen, are you going to keep my word for me?  Are you -
going to let the Massschusetts women gnin the batitle Seet?
They nre there again this wioter, in the state houss on Beacoo
Hill, nnder the sawe glittering dome that has crowoed so many
reforms in the pnat; where Wehster and Choata and Sumper and
Phillips have walked nnd talked, and won wictories for humaniy.
Theve, in their [ootstaps, the women walk and plead to-day; and
they will aongoer; they are gonguering now.
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Thera ars many of them ; prenchers, doetors, leshirers, writers —
vot a fool among them —prayiog for justica.  Only one has dared
to come to you, with fear and trembling, to beg you to let Wis-
copsin lewd even tha grand old Bay State in this ooe reform. I am
told that foor mere votes must be added to the forty-seven of the
cther day, before the resolotipn shall pass the assembly. Ave
there oot four more gentlemen of the chivalry of Wisconsin, who
will pai lanee in rest and cotme up to the belp of woman agwinst
the mighty ! And then, geatlemen of the senate ¢ mumitize, will
you not pledge vs  your lives, your forlunes and yoor encred
honor " WAl won not give the women of your own state the
same dignities that those of Masanchusaita are to hava? (Hye
them row. and let us o to oor work. Why, when the Dioaton
women weee hera Inst {all, in a three davs seston in this ahamber,
they said “ Boston " ot lesat nine bondred times. It is oharacter-
istic of them. :

Bvery word 8 western woman said was awswered with @ Bos-
two."  Oneof car leaders came aad said " Industrial School,”
which yon hove 20 hendaomely remembered, end they snewered
A Boston.”  Somebody ventursd " Uaiversity and co-edueation,”
aod they talked as though it were wuot, bat told us of some toy
tubs and dish pans they have gotten into the public schools of
‘' Boaton.” Bomabody else timidly said “Minnesata TToiversity,”
but the only requiem as that daring women waz laid o rest, waa
a hoarse, sepalchral echo, riagiog amons thess cortidorsand dying
away in yooder dome — * Boston," Then hy and by, they told
us that all over the laod the women wers rejolcing in the spraad
of the grent “ Boston movement”  That is trae, it i grent move.
mant, and tioge women are graad; but I doa't koow whether
®wizgdormn will dis with them™ or not.  Loeretia Mott don't live
thera; Mrs Stauton don't; Busan B. Anthooy don't, and Queen
Victoria don't.

Bat they bave the right prineiples of aucesss: Stand for your
aun. Now let us have the right to aay Wizconsin; to say Madi-
a1 ; to say Milwankee, a2 carly and as often as theysay “ Bosion,”
Give us theright to boast of our insiitutions, of our reforms, of
cur women, and of our legislature Give us the aame nngues-
tionsble freedom that Boston slready gives to her women ; free-
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dom to go from one part of the oity to snother, alone, at any hoar
when strest cars rua, in aafety and =elf-respeot; freedom from
Toolish, conventiopal restraints that dwarf and fetler. Any
siveet in any city, ensafe after nightfall for woman, {s ooaste for
the community, and should be regalated. Working girls eannot
often have sn escort, and ihey muat be proteeted in their walks
after the day'z labor is done.  Aey plece of amusement unfit or
unsafe fora respectable woman to attend alooe, 18 demoralising
tir socisty aod shoald beshut up af onee.  Will you not see o it
gentlemen, that thege things are nceomplished? You who, when
women i8 strong enough and true 2nongh and wise snough, covet
1 higher booor than that of worshipper ab her ghrine; gog wha
are 8o reedy to summon to bautle atray yoor sterner forces and
Btortn & throne to crown your wife and kiss yoar child, will you
not beliave that the more wa are, the greafer we are, the more we
ean he to yon, the Gner and grander we can make the homa?

Is not a dissiplined, cultivated wormen betier aapable of bearing
trisl than an undisgiplined ona? Has she uot gremfer patience,
halance of character and variety of resources? JIs she nof mors
gttractive to man god more competent to train her ohild? It iz
home that i3 and ever must ba the basia of aocisty, of church and
of state; 14 iz home that underlies the nation's prosperty; it ia
the clasped hands of wedded lowe that link time with eternity;
ond do you fear that wonman will be less loving when ghe besomes
strongar?  Ave you, ther, lemt loving haanuse you are strong?
Nol it is the atrong heart that beats the fondest snd troest, and
bowe most implicitly at the shrine of its womsbhip. Weakness
wavers; strength is tros as the stars that hold their eircling tryst
in the boresl beavens; weekreeas loves its favor; the passion of
strength deepenz with the years; wenlness tyrannizes; etvsngth
atbracts, irresistibly ; wealkness tortares with jealousy; sivength,
gecare on her throne, lifts her fadeless brow to the heavens and
holds, withount effort, all that i3 her own.

GENTLEMEN — I thanlz you for listening te me, sod I pray you
to * Liet my people go ” ~-to the palls.



