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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following work has been compiled nnd published in pursuance of :a 
resolution of the Board of Directors of the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal 
Company adopted July 6th, 18391 which is in the following words, to wit; 

Resolved, That the Secretary be authorized and required to compile and 
publish in regular series, two hundred copies of all tho laws, reports, memorials, 
and other documents thnt have been pt1blished relating to the Milwaukec and 
Rock River Canul, and to add such unpublished documents, nnd such 
explanatory remarka as may be necessary to form a complete hilitory of the 
Canal. 





DOCUMENT ARY HISTORY 

OF THE 

JIIILW A1JKEE AND ROVK RIVER CANAL. 

During the su:nmer of the year 1836, being the first year after lSSS. 
the settlem':lnt of Milwaukee, public attention was dire.cted to the -----­
importance of uniting the waters of Lake Mic,higan with those of 
Rock River by means of a Canal; and although the country was 
then but little known" some gl'neral examinations were made by . 
Byron Kilbourn, Esq. (now President of the Milwaukee and Rock ~~i:,noxs­
River Canal Company) nnd other experienced persons, which 
resulted in the conviction th:i.t such a canal could be made, and at 
a moderate expense. 

At the fi.r$t session of the Legislati-re .A,ssembly of Wisconsin, 
held at Belmont, a potitiou was prtcisented, signed by numerous 
cikizens, as follow.,;-

··To·'t'h,e llcHflYNible the l,cg1:slative Aasmnbly of Wisconsin: 
1Yo11t Metiioria:lists rCllpectfully represent that from a recon~ Petition ran 

noissance~f the country betw:etin tht! mouth of Milwnukee River Canal. 
and Rock n.iver, nt tlHl mouth of Bark River, by judicious and 
competent pl'rsons it i ➔ obvious tlint the commutiieation b~tween 
Rock ltiver and the Lake can he opened by :n'H'!nrl!i of ·a C11nlil '~il:>t 
exceeding forty niilcg in kllgth, over a route pr1:$entingj'l'jtl111iar 
facilitieii, and through a fonil,: n•gion of country ; thus affording 
fadliti<'s for the 1nrn1-i1 of th\~ !1C'avy C(Hnmo<litics of the country 
along thcniute, and nffmt!i11a n chl•ap and <•n•y comrmrnicntion by 
v.·ater front the Lc-::1d Mine District on Plcatoli,·a, vin. Ifork !liver 
to the Lnke. Such an improvetncmt in CQntle('tion with n Rail 
I'toad woul<l ho of' incalculable h<•n1ifit to the wh,1le central portions 
i:if \Yi~coi1sin, the bcmt•ll.dnl ir1fiut'nC'c of whit!h ,vdtild be felt to 
1lie ulmost rxtreim•s of the Territory I nnd to con~idl.'rable pottions 
of lllinoi'I :rnd the territory beyond the Misi,issippi. 

'Your m<1mori111i~t~ trtt!'!T !h<•y will riot be ecrn,iderNI too smiguine 
'v.hen tl11:y imlulgt• tho belief that the 1ne·rn~ ne<•<'~snry to oxtH:ute 
'l:otli th,·~r di••irnble impro\'tllH~nts ean he vhtnined1 provi1led your 
lwm. ruble body 1,h11ll 11eefit to ftttfil Acts iucur1mrati11g Companies 
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1836;, 'for them; and they would therefore respectfully, but strongly urge 
-,.;.--- and p;iition your honorable body to pass an Act incorporating a 

<;::o~l!_anyfi.>r the purpose ~f construc_tinga NA V~GABLE C~NAL 
from."Navigable Water in the M·ilwaukee Rwer, to Nmnga~le. 
Water .. in the Rocle River," containing such provisions, restrictions 

-and c6~dJtf6ns as your honorable body may deem proper, consulting 
,tq~pub'l1'c interest; affllrding such privileges as may be properly 
granted to said company, and which would afford due encourage­
ment tO'.stt>ckholders to, engag~ in the enterprise. 

Preliminlll'y 
aurvey. 

, Of thefeasibiliiy of this connection we entertain no doubt, and 
we bei! to be excused from urging it again and again upon the 
attention and full consideration of your honorable body. 

And as in duty bound your memorialists will ever pray. 

By reference to the Journal of the House of Repre1entntivc11 
during that session, it appears that on the 29th day ot Nov1tmher, 
1&:1€\ Mr. Wm. B. Sheldon from the committee on. banks and 

'incorpbtations, reported "a bill to incorporate tho Milwnnkte and 
• R:oJliRiver Ca,aal 'C:l>nipbf" which, was laid on the tah!o. 

it dues rro,tippear0tliit'il1'11:'Y: f111tiLi~al!tilll'~i\S had on tbe tubject 
1d;~•rmg; in:a1u sessrono,( t,ti:e- LegiStfatlve Assem.\\f,, .. . · 

'1rt YI\'e year 1837, a preliminary survey Wllit· madta by Mr. 
N:in,,6utn and the Editor, by which the entire fca~ibility of the 
work was ascertained, and an approximate estimate made of int 
cost. Durit1g this year public atte>ntion ,vns fur !her dirt•cted to the 
sulrj~c.t, IJy ii, series-of articles published in the "Mil wuukt•t• Advt'r• 
tiser," which are here inserted as containinq tlw mo,t ,~nmpltHe 
view of the bearing which the construcrion of thi~ W(>,k woulcl 
have upon other portions of the Terrirory. n~ wt•ll as thnr through 
which the canal would pass. These articlt•, al~o •~thllllit\ 11 cooci10 
descriptive view of the country, along the route of tlw propo11c1l 
work. 

From tho Milwaukee Advertiser ofllfay \:0, IR37. 
MILWAUKEE AND ROCK RIVER C,\NAL,--l\'v1m:11 1.J 

A Canal to connect Lake Michigan with Iloek nin•1 ''"mme11eln1 
at this point, is n project whi,·h early artrocll'd 1!11· ,Hl1 uti-m ol' 
intelligent and enterprising UH!O in taking n H11 ,·,·y 1Jf 1L1, 1t(•nnrcit'11 

of the country, and of the points to ,;hi1:h 1.11 :i:H•,,'. wmild mo~t 
t1aturally tend forthepmpo$e of <.%:>,•ting tlio-1• ,;x1•hn11.!."i'H inddvnt 
to the commercial and agricultural trnns;c:tiorH nf n·ir. in(!uqtt"iou~ 

• ~~mu~ity. Much intcrc,t iB evinc<:>d by our •·i1i1.N1~ on 
·~tjU)iJect, from the apparent fea iLility ol' ilw ir~Plt, and 
fr· benefits which it would cnnfor rm tile 'l't•rrirnrv a1 forgo> 

,?:Il the immediate country through which it would pia11. 
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"Velooknprrn !Li-:: :r1,whencompleted, as the great artery of 1837. 
internal c:>m,w,,:i .. , ., .. ,.-1 1 whkh, through its appendant branches -·---­
and lateral c.,rc-. ,.n •, with river~, will extend its vivifying influ• 
enct:: dirtctly •ll<· t1t(,,,t \'aluahle portions of vVisconsin. We 
will at pH•:,e1d :.·, •., t hl ;.ume of tho.,e leading and prnm inent 
connection, w,t!i iii,• 111:iin truuk or th(; canal, and in future fill up 
the outlin1:; lt~t'-' ;(iven, H~ wore ('XUct dnta in detail shall be 
obtained by ,urvc•y,, c?t,ninatl-,.1~, the growing devi,IGpernents of 
the cotwtry am! the rnriu,is me,rns of information which lie within 
our reach throu.J·h channcl8 of undoubted authenticity. 

A genrlcm,lll who h,1, rpce1,tly taken levels of the country bl:l• 
tween Milw,wk,:eantl Rock Hive:r, has kindly furnislie:.1 us with 
the followi11g fact;:-

It is ascertaind by actual examination that the summ lt level of 
highest elev11tion between Lake Miehigan and Rock Riv'er, and 
whicli i3 5ituated n<>rth o!'tht! Pewa\lliee Lnke, bet1ve·en the Pishtaka 
and Bark Rivers,presents an unusoally easy pns~age betwet·n these 
valleys; the extreme depth of excavation n1 the summit being only 
f1tieen feet,. and its extent about twenty rods in length. This ridge ;~!~1}1!(1 
is' a mere b11.r, and but for the intervention of 1vhich, Bark River 
woultl have pnssed through thi~ channel into the Pi:;htaka River 
instead of winding its long sinuclus way to H.ock River. It is 
proposed to rai3e the water on this surnmir. through the n:itural 
valleys or canals which extend trnnsversllly lO the ridge, about a 
rnile in length, to rhe depth of ten fC'et. This will be supplied 
~9/P ,iiir~. River, a durable stream through the summer, of 
handsome volume for a 01t111J.l feeder and for hydraulic power. 
Dc.~cending westward towards Rock River, the line ,vill punue the 
valley of Bark River, whichisiteneraJly fuorable fbrthat purpose, 
and intersect Rock Uiver near I•'orl Atltiiuon. A general feature 
in nil the streams watering this portion of' the Territory,, t!J' th.fir 
uniformity in quantity ot water diMharged throughoar tbE' fea:r~ 
they being effect eel. only in a small degree by the vicis~itudes of die 
wet and dry seasons. Thi., arises from their sources being eitlier 
in springs with which the country ahou,,ds, or in lakes, which are 
n.un1erous i 1 the central region of the Territory, nnd which serve 
as re&t:irvoirs fonh11 equalization of streams supplied by them; and let 
uii aqU,, which furni!lh sorne of the most picture!lque situations fur 
resid;nce11'that fancy could paint1 nnd a soil ls xkh a!:ltl productiv-e • 
as "heart could wish." 

Commencing at Milwaukee an,l puraulng t'l:m course of the main 
trunk, wcstwardly we ascend the valley of the Menomonee, ilike MenomQNe,~ 
celebrated for its rich land and good water power, to a point seven valley, 
or eight milesabove ltt mouth; here diverging from the couts¢ of 
its valley; and bearing nearly WQT, 1ite reach the PMi.taka. River, 
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1837. at the distance of abo,1t fourteen miles from Milwnukre. From a 
~--- point east of this inter5ection with the Pishtaka ril-er, n lateral 

branch of sm:111 extent will unite the Canul witli the Pi,hiakn. 
River below the Prairie Villa"e Rapids, from w11!•n<'e thi-: Hroarn 

Pishtaka river. is navigidile for steamboats" of light draf't u di,uuu:e of 11lmul 
eighty miles, or until it reaches the Big ,\·ood, Hnpid,; in illmois, 
which it is under$toud will be speedily improvC'd hy tlirit StntC', 
By this connection the whole vall\•y of the Pisluaka River will 
}lan an ea,y a:Hl direct cornmunicntion bv water to Lnke i\.Iit:hhrnn 
wi1lrnut performing ,he circuitous routti by miy of O!ta\\';J; lllltl the 
lllinois Canal. The agricultural value of th1; country hnr,lqing 
on this stream and its tributari('S is too well known rn r<•q11irr: from 
us on this occasion any c1m1ments. It~ WMhh ancl populntion 
will be immense, and the ns'ccs,ity of some conveni(!nt avl'lme 
for intcl'coursc and busine~s, imperative. 

Returning llOW to the main trunk of the ennui, wt• pMrt,ed 
westerly across the Pi~htaka River, and up it11 Wt!!;llt'rrt hrnrrnh, 
.pas~ing the outlet of Pewaukee lake, to the main 1ummi1 h1•nmi 

Bark't'iter 'described. PassiP!!;,tMs.we ~fter into ,he ,•a!!ey of Dark riv,ir, 
nlley:. .descendiug wJJ.tc\ik bt.t~~{tffo •~d ~hree mile~, ?;•e ♦'!Hf'!' the 

;~ag;~ric:~!l; 1ali:e;; a: BeaiitUlii'sbeet'.0f\va.ter,,ttbi>t1t two mihri long 
lJT;~1l'l:~lf, i'mile.in wiulh, through whieli tit, 'la.ti tunr l'fJH:!l, 

.. a:nd approa~hiiig at its northern. end to withtt1 lf!~i than trn.U 11. 

mile of the. south end of Pine lake, the southernmost of !ht upper 
cham of lakes in the valley of the Oconomerwoc. T!H•~e lak111, 

, ~re separated by a dry plnin, elevated above these lnke~ frnm tire 
to t,venty feet, which being cut through, would ci,nnN•r t!H• rmlin 
canal ,with these lakes antl the whole upper vallry of Oemmmee• 
woe, one of the finest portions of the Territory. 

From Nagawicka lake descending Dark river ahout two 
we. arrive at Namabin L<1ke, somewhat lnrg,•r th11n 
and through which the Bark river ali:10 ba11 irn cour,,l!, T,t th(! 
north this lake connects with two lakei ealk•d lhl!l •:Twin Liii,,." 
The lineal direction of all three of these I.lb~ i~ rmr1b 

, and south, formin~ iu the whole an ext(l!ldcd lln11 in 1!1111 lllm•tfon 
of several miles, the northern Twin lnke emptying inrn 1111• .,,,,,,d""'" 
and this last into ihe Namabin. From the Wi!s1e1·ri l\hlt1 of th<ll 

• ·North Twin Lake, is a low wet prairie of about four iec1 
. and less than half a mile in fongth, by about t.b' lo 
variable width, separating it from the OconorMIJWOO en thf 

".,lower chain of Oconomeewoc lakes. A can:.I ean ffe 
:i cavat~~ through this prairie, thus connceting- tilt main c11:nii:I wllb 

.,~o~er secti?n of .oconomeewoc, and 1hrou1h it wfil1 d111 Ujlptt 
of Rock River, connecting with that l\!fttam DHt Ibo 

,cononieewoe, about eight mites above Jolm#cn'1 &p!d1 
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a most important site for hydraulic power. This branch of the 1837. 
Canal would not require more than three miles of artificial im­
provement to connect Namabin Lake with Rock River, and would 
open a connected navigation including the Oconomeewoc lakes 
and Upper Rock river, of about sixty miles, embracing the finest 
portion of the Rock River valley; 

From Lake N nmabin, the main canal will pursue its cou.rse dC>wn 
the valley of Bark River, and intersect Rock river ·near Fort 
Atkinson. Thence a communication will be opened by steamboats 
north wardly on the East Br-anch as far np as Johnson's Rapids, and 
on the West Branch as far as Aztalan, (the ruins of an ancient 
city,) above which is a rapid requiring improvement, which 
however, when made will extend this line some thirty miles further 
A communicatio,1 'will also be established froin the termination of 
the canal to the lower sections of Rock B'.iver, and up thl:l l'ickll.- Piek•tonipa. 
tonica to the forks which are situated in the centre of the mining 
district. The course' &f'tb! :Pidlatbni<la from its mouth to the 
Forks '!.s sueh as to pteseM a'.lll. almost right line with that part. of 
Rochivu 11Vhi,111h Ues between it and the Canal, and with tbe general 
course of the canal itself, until it reaches the Summit ridge. Thus 
we have a direct and continuous line of water communication from· 
the heart of the Lead mine district to the lake shore. 

The project of a connection between Rock river, and the Four 

9 

Lakes by way of the Catfish valley, is deemed fE'asible, as is also Cl•tfiaa Ylll•r; 
that of connecting the Four Lakes with the Wisconsin titer at 
Helena, by a canal, thus opening n. direct communication between 
these rivers, passint through the town of Madison, the present and 
probably the permanent seat of government. A part of Sugar 
river, a tributary of Pickatonica, is al•o navigable for Hght steam., 
boats a con~ideral,!e wuy up, and pezatl'lffls the1taster.1uection of 
the Lead mine district, and moreover watm a rich .-~ 
country. . , '"' 

When we contempl.lte the facilities which are presented for the­
construction of this improvement, the small extent, not exceeding 
fifty miles of artificial works necessary to bring together the­
numerous natural avenues of trade which are prepared to our hand, 
the aggr(gate length of which is probably four hundred and sixty 
miles, expanding in.to every section of the interior,-omittina- in 
this estimate the lower R.ock nver, the eonmicti1m" ot Rock and 
Wisconsin rivers and ,he Wisconsin itself,.ull ot which included 
would swell the aggregate of th<, variotttC'fl!lffl1lotions to n1oni than 
eight hundred and eighty miles I and yet :no point in this whole 
c011neetion would be more than orie hundred and sixty miles 
distSJlt from. Milwankee, and the peafer part of ft {say seven 
eighthe) would fa.I). ,ri._ oi1• ~ mile11 of dus plac·e-whea 

i 



DOCUMENT ARY HISTORY OF THE 

we contemplate the extent of country, rich in soil and mineral 
~~ wealth whi.:h would by this improvement be brought to the very 

door of commerce, the rapidity with which that country is sett~ing 
with enterprising and intelligent citizens--the power of umted 
efforts and the spirit of the age-we do not hesitate to re~ord the 
preriction that within five years and perhaps at a mu-::h earl_1er day, 
this splendid monument will be erected to the honor of W1scons1n 
enterprise, and the admiration oi the old States of our happy 
Union, who fancy Wisconsin a wilderness, and only a fit resort for 

Connections 
with other 
parts ofthe 
'fenitory. 

BADGERS, 

We have thus hastily taken a bird's eye view of this important 
subject, and though we have omitted several important items, 
which we had designed to mention here, we find this article already 
so much extended that we defer them to a future day. 

From the Milwaukee Advertise!' of May 27, 1837. 

MILWAUKEE AND ROCK RIVER CANAL,-[NuMBEll 2.J 

In our last nnmber we sketched hastily the general outlines of 
this great work, which at no distant day will, in point of utility, 
compare favorably with the most important works of the age.­
·w e now proceed more in detail to examine the various connections 
of the proposer! work, and its effect on the different sections of the 
Territory, deferring to a future time the inquiry relative to its 
effect upon the commer<·ial interest of the lakes, and of thew hole 
family of States connected with them. Otir present inquiry is 
local, and we ask the intelligent reader to lay the map of tba 
Territory before him, and trace with us the proposed line of 
communication. 

Begir1 we then at Milwaukee, and ascend the va.llpy of the 
Menomonee toa pointat which this stream receives a small cre!'k 
from the westward, near the corners of townships seven and eight, 
in ranges twenty and twenty-one, and pause here a moment to 
survey the country. ·we find here a delightfully rolling i;urface, 
a rich limestone soil. productive in all the variety of ngricultural 
productions, perennial springs of pure limpid water abundrint1and 

Stone quarries. at the distance of five miles the valuable stone quarries of Menom­
onee Falls, which will at once be brought into use and bee: me a 
valuable article of transport as soon as this section of the canal 
shall be completed. The stone at this place are a compact ~ranule.r 
limestone, and bear a fine polish, much resembling marble. They 
lie in strata of from four inches to two feot in thicknes11, and will 
afford a fine material for columns, f>ills, caps, pavements, and all 
the various uses to which the mason and architect may :find occation 
to apply them: and the vicinity to this place, with an easy mow 
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of transport, will give them value, and their transpo1tation 1837, 
employment to the canal. Like the railway in the valley ----­
of the Patapsco, which has given life and animation to the 
primeval rocks of the Blue Ridge, and tiansferred their substantial 
grandeur to the more ornamental columns of the City of Monu• 
ments, itself the most noble monument of that City's enterprise._ 

Leaving the valley of the Menomonee, we ascend the valley of 
the small creek above mentioned, until it expands into a wide fl.at, 
some parts of which are marshy, extending across to the Pishtaka 
river, a distance of about five miles. Here again the canal arrives 
at a region of limestone quarries, similar to those at the Menomonee 
Falls, and at an easv distance for transportation to the lake. The 
country here resembles that on the Menomonee, with the exception 
that the forest timber gives way to what is termed "openings," 
interspersed with prairies of small extent, affording the greatest 
facility for an early and easy commencement in the opening of a 
farm. This section of the canal will pass through and extend 
its advantages to an area of country equal to about 252 square 
miles. 

At a little distance east of the point where the canal would Sidecutto 
cross the Pishtaka rive1, a side cut of about four or five miles will Prairie ,i!lacc, 
reach the foot of the rapids on that stream at Prairie Village, 
whence a steam boat connection would communicate with the 
lower section of that stream, passing through the south-western 
section of Milwaukee county, the western part of Racine county, 
embracing the bu$iness, and extending its accommodations to the 
eastern part of Walworth county, as far as Geneva lake, and 
connecting at the upper furks with a contemplated line of 
improvements which is said to present natural facilities of the 
first order, through the north part of Walworth and central part 
of Rock counties, und which by the enterprise of our citizens, will 
doubtless ere long be accomplished. Tb.us we see a way open for 
a direct and. free intercourse·between the lc1ke and the flourishing 
settlements in the west half of Racine county and the whole of 
Walworth and Rock counties, Not stopping here, however, we 
descend the Plshtaka river, some fifty to eighty miles into the state 
of Illinois, passing through a country abounding in all the products 
of agriculture, which must in a few· years become an exporting 
country to a large amount, and which will find a more easy- outlet 
in this direction, than by the southern route ; and through the 
channel of its exports, will the country most naturally receive its 
imports. 'rhis lateral branch, of so small extent, thus extends the 
advantages and convenienceis of th~ canal to an area of country 
equal to about 1872 square miles, or fifty-two townships1 bordering 
on and adjacent to the Pishtaltariver; and thi11 without extendiq 
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1837. • • 
---- our estimate so as to embrnce improbable ground, or comrng rn 

Mines of lend 
and Cappel'. 

Bo.rk river nnd 
Oconomeewoc 
valleys. 

any manner in conflict with the business of the IJlinoi, canal. It 
is possible, however, that the import business may be done through 
this channel for the whole of the Pishtaka river country, ns low 
down as Ottawa; but lest we be charged with a sanguine temper• 
ament, we confine our estimate only to the· line of probable 

certainty. 
One word more in relation to the valley of the Pishtaka, and 

we will pursue our course westward. The country lying we,t of 
this river, in its topographical and geological formation, resembles 
that of the mining district west of Rock river; and from the 
numerous specimens of detached ore and othe1 evidences which 
have been discovered, we entertain but little doubt that when duly 
ex'lmined, this region will be found productive in both lead and 
copper ores. In addition to specimens found, there are several 
old Indian smelting pits in the vicinity of Prairie Village and 
Mequanago, Should the result prove that these minerals exist here, 
it will not only add greatly to the internal we.ii th of the country, 
but swell its commercial importance, 

Pursuing the cour~e of the canal westward across the Pishtaka 
river, and up its western br,mch to the Summit1 passing which 
we arrive in !he valley of Bark river, and perhaps we might say 
in the united valleys of Bark and Oconomeewoc rivers; for they 
are separated in their upper sections by such slight elevations that 
at two points, at least, and perhaps at some others, they arc so 
easily united on one common level that the mo~t careless observer 
cannot fail to notice it; and the marvel appears to be, that they 
were not united in one stream below, it appears almost a providential 
arrangement, that these streams having their sources in the most 
elevated parts of the Territory 1 copiously supplied by springs, 
studded in their course by numerous lakes, serving as reservoirs for 
any desirable amount of water, should pursue their course nearly 
parallel to each other until tbey arrive precisely at the lowest 
depression in the ridge between their ,,alleys and that of the 
Pishtaka river, immediately on passing which the ridge between 
th,;m breaks down to nearly their own leYel, and rhen that they 
shoul<l suddenly turn off in opposite directions, and enter Rock 
river almost as far asunder as is their united length~ from this point 
of separation to their respective mouths; thus distinctly pointing 
out the appropriate routes of connet:tion with the upper and lower 
sections of this magnific,mt stream, and, like the sides e,f a tunnel, 
tending to a common centre in the main trnrik at the shortest 'and 
most convenient distance, at which such extreme points could be 
united by the hand of art. Whoever will take the trouble to look 
at the family of la.Ices promiscuously thrown together on the 
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heads of the Bar1r and Oconomeewoc rivers, situated as they are 1837. 
at the summit level between Lake Michigan a~d Rock River, ----­
affording :m unbounded supply of water for the passage over thar. 
summit, and shall observe the fantastic cour~e of those streams, 
ridges, ao<l valleys, as they descend, ,viii require but Httle 
persuasion to agree with us, that nature has not only pointed out 
to us a.great line of communication, but has almost prepared the 
work ready for our uoe. 1t should be further remarked that nearly 
equidistant from the two points of intersection with Rock river i3 
the celebrated foll known as Johnson':; r~pi<ls; in all probability one fJ;:nson's rup• 

. of tbe most important inland po;itions in the Territory. 
This point with its water power, where the whole volume of 

the river may be used. on about fourteen or fifteen feet head, 
surrounded by a fine tract of country, and having in its vicinity an 
abundant supply of iron ore, must become the Birmingham of 
Wisconsin. Its central position in refoxence to these proposed 
lines of communication is fortunate in the extreme for a great 
manufacturing town. ' 

From the point where the canal reaches Bark River, it will 
fall immediately into the chain of lakes, through which a connec­
tion of steamboat navigation may be cxtcndccl continuously abont 
twenty miles up and clown tht:e Oconomeewoc an<t down the Bark 
river valleys. Around these lake~ tht>t·e wili be iwvc•rul villages I.nkca. 
of some importance, which by means <Jf ~;team boats and pleasure 
boats of nil classes, together with the life an<l 11nimation inspired 
by tht business and enterprise incident to commercial pursuit$, 
will be interesting for the man of business, and 17lensnnt to the 
man of leisure, for summer residences. The use of n smnll clnss 
of steam boats on the lakes will avoid the necessity nnd save the 
expen~c of constructing towing paths along their shores. 

This section of the canal, from the cros:.i11g of Pishtnka river to 
the divergence of the two branches, passcs through and extends 
its facilities to an area of ubout 22G square miles. 

From tho Milwaukee Advertiser of June 3, !837. 

l1ULWAU1Gm AND ROCK RIVER. CANAL.-•[NuMEEn 3.) 

The two western branches will diverge from a common point ~•Jtietcrn divia­
in Lake Namaliin, the (lllC <l1isccndiug t!u,- vall<'y of Hark river, ion. 
arid the other passing inio nnt! down 1h(• volley of Oc:onomeewt.c 
to Rock River. 

Pursuing the lnttcr branch :i.bout one and a half mile, through 
Namu.hin lake, brings us to the outlet of the south 'l'win lake, at 
which poi11t a sand ridge or beach ubout twenty-five foet wide 
separates those lakes, which being removcJ will unite them into 
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one• thence throurrh the south Twin lake ahout one mile and a 
1837 ' 0 • J k 1 I ------·- quarter reaches the outlet of the north Twm a c, w 1ere a ow 

beach about three rods w:de separat\;!S these lakes, and which 
l,eiog removed a snffi.cient width for the purpose, perfects their 
union ; thence through the north 'l'win lake about thrC'e quarters 
of a mile to a point from whence a low marshv prairie, of a few 
rods in width, extends across to the Oconomeewoc chain, reaching 
the eastern extreme of Oconomeewoc lake. A cut through this 
marsh of three to five feet deep, or an average depth of four feet, 
half a mile in length, unites the two valleys on the same level; 
thence through Oconomeewoc lake about two miles we arrive at 
its outlet, the Oconomeewoc river. 

The excavations between the lakes, so to be connected, will 
not require to be made below the surface of the water, nnd can 
therefore be very cheaply done. When the excavationi, shall be 

Lakes 16 be completed to form these connections, a dam will be requit·ec! where 
r~ed. Bark river leaves the Namabin lake and another where the 

Oconomeewoc leaves Oconomeewoc lake, by which means the 
surfaces of these lakes, and the others in the same connection, can 
be raised to.any desirable height, giving the proper depth in those 
sections which shall have been .excavated to form the connecting 
links, and the whole lying on the same level will form one reservoir 
for both lines, to be used more or less for the supply of either, as 
the business of each may require. 

Fro·m the outlet of Oconomeewoc lake, descending the Ocono• 
La Belle lalrn. meewoc about two miles, reaches the La Belle Lake, from which 

there are two feasible routes presented; one by continuing down 
the Oconomeewoc, and the other passing through La Belle lake 
about two and a half miles to its north western extreme from 
whence a valley running nearly west, reaehes Rock River at its 
mo;,t easterly bend, and only a mile and a half from La Belle 
lake. The latter route will probably be preferred as being shorter 
and cheaper, and possessing the advantage of the natural lake 
navigation for more than half the distance. 

The distance from the point of divergence, in Nnmabin lake to 
Rock River, is therefore about twelve miles-eight of which are 
embraced in the lakes alreac!y mentioned, and the remainder, only 
four miles to be made artificially. The point whete this branch 
intersects Rock River, is about thirty-five miles, only, from. 
Milwaukee ; one-foz~rth part of the whole dit,t,ince being through 
lakes already navigable. 

Having now arrived at the 'great river,' the Ganges of Wisconsin 
we will take a brief survey of the country. From the crossing of 
the Pishtaka river until we arrived at the Oconorneewoc, we were 
passing through a tolling country, intetspersed wuh 1openinp.' and 
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'prairie' in the most enchanting variety-, presenting in the distance, 1837. 
appearances of farms in a high state of cultivation-w hicb appearan- ....,____ __ 
ces we doubt not, in the lapse of a brief period will be tar from delu-
sive. North and west of the Oconomeewoc, and on the branches of 
Rock 1·iver a well timbered country again occ.urs, which extends to, 
and in some cases beyond, the western branches of that river. The 
country _is generally fertile, and an emerprising class of sitizens are 
fast taking possession of, and subduing it, to the valuable purposes 
of agriculture. This section of the Territory is well watered by 
streams of ampld volume for hydraulic purposes, which, passing 
over the limestone beds that form the substratum of the country, 
afford eligible sites for that kind of improvements. This circum- , 
stance connected with the supply of timber which the same tract Timber. 
of country affords, wiil give it value as a lumbering district, from 
which that a1ticle can be supplied to tho prairie r.ountry along the 
lower sections of Rock rivet in the State of Illinois. But these 
hydraulic advantages possess a more abiding and substantial value, 
£or the various manufacturing uses to which they will ultimately 
be applied in a country, abounding, as is believed, in iron ore, and 
perhaps other ores, and with certainty in the mean5 of producing 
other primary materials for manufacturing purposes. 

From the point where the canal reaches Rock Rilrer, descending 
that stream about fifteen miles is Johnson's rapids, already mentioned 
as an important. point, and ascending the river little more than the 
same distance, or about twenty miles from the termination of the 
canal, is the,upperrapids of Rock river or Hustis'rapids,also an Bustia' rapid• 
important point-uniting a fine hydraulic power with a good tract 
of counlt·y, and being se nearly central to the county of Dodge 
that it will probably become the seat ef Justice for that county. 
Beyond and ascending the river, it is still navigable, without any 
other interruption of rapids, a distance of about thirty miles J 
arriving at its nearest approximation, to within about ~ig'h#een 
miles of Lake Winn~bago, to which an easy transit can be made 
by means of ll McA<lo.m road, or perhaps at a fi•turc day, by a canal 
through the valleys of the northern brnnch of Rock river and the 
aouthern branch of Fond du Lac river, 

The navigable length of Rock river above Johnson's rapids, 
which will be tributary to the northern branch of the canal, is 
equal to about sixty five mile•, and together wlth that branch of 
the canal, extends the facilities of trade to llttl area of country 
equal to .!bout eight hundred and sixty-four square miles; computing 
only the territory lying in its immediate vicinity and utending 
back from it ten to fifteen mile,,, But it may be reasonably antici• 
pated that a line of interconut:lanieatioa between :Rock river and 
lake WumebaJo will bo eat&blitbN f<>t the mutual benefit of the 
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1837. two great sections of the territory which have for their common 
----- boundarv Sbeboyagan river, lake "Winnebago, and the Fox and 

Wiscon~in rivers: and that by this means the atl van tai;es of this 
line will be extended to a much greater area of counrry. 

It mav be assumed th1t Milwauhe is the most namrnl point 
Natur~l pomts of conc~ntration for the business of the southern ditrisio,1, and 
of business. • 

Green Bay of the northern; ancl that such a connection between 
the northern and southern 11avigable waters, in nearly a direct line 
betwee11 these leading commercial poi11ts, would I c productive of 
important benefits to the two great divisi,ms of the 'l'enit,iry, and 
consequently to the Terrritory at large. The more such Iine11; of 
intercourse can be extended-the more minutely they nre made to 
penetrate the lesser as well as the greater section:s of th!! ~mrntry, 

1aat0a1'.nnce of the nearer together will the whole conn try be brought, practically 
in its business transactions; and the more compa,~t nod concentr11te<l 
the bmine,s of the country can be r':!ndered, the gre!~tcr will be the 
developement of its native resources. Tlus proposition is now so 
.well understood that it requires no argumtlnt to enforce it; and we 
believe in relation to. the work now under conJi<leration, in Wis­
consin, ( after the demonstrations in New York und i>h,ewhere1) we 
may assert it as an axiom indisputablei that its ex.eeution for the 
use and bene~t of the country, would, by an incr11ased develope­
ment of its resources, produce in return such l,ienefl.cial effects on 
the canal, in its revenues, as to equal its whole cost within the pe­
riod of a few years. The present age has witnessed 5uch things, 
ancl, we cloubt not, will see it xepeatecl ere long within the limits of 
our own favored Territory. 

We shall resume, next week, or as soon as convenience permit$, a 
description of the southern line from lake Namabin1 which may be 
considered the principal branch; as in all probability iti'I commerce 
will be greater in amount than that of the northern branch; and 
by uniti11g with the business of the lead mines, add a new and 
important item to the business of the lakes. 

WATER CoM~IUNICATION WIT!I MtLWAUKEE-lmproi,em1mt of (/l,IJ 

Navigation of Fo.z: river.-In the Republican of the hi inst. we 
briefly alluded to the practicability, as well as importance. of open• 

Connection ing an easy, permanent, and cheap water cornmunicntion with 
with the Fish- Milwa1,1kee, an important ancl .flourishing town on Laite Michigan, 
taka, It ti t • • I 1 • appears ia \ye were correct m saying t 1at t,ie subJ&et bad 

been agitated and cursory examinations made which resulted 
favorably. We are assured that this work, so hnporrnm to 
Milwaukee, to the rich valley of the Pishtnka and to this place 
Cl l ) 

WILL SOON BE CARRIED INTO EFFECT." • 

It ia stated to be the intention of citizens of lljtilwaukee to have 
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th·e route examined. The question arises, ,vhether any ~teps ure --·"---•--·­
nt2.cessary to be taken by citizens of this place, and of the district 
bordering upon the Pisht:,.ka. A portion of the rout£: is in this 
State, consequently it will be necessary that the subject should be 
laid before the Legislature of this State for its action; this ot' 
right will devolve upon those in the state immediately intereste<l. 
It also is necessary that we should co-operate with the citizerls of 
Milwaukee in making the examinations and rollecting the facts 
proper to act understandingly in the premises; with this view we 
;'lpprehend the proper course to he, to call meetings and appoint 
the necessary committees to operat!J in the furtherance of this 
important work.- Ottmvrt Republican. 

We would beg to inform our friends jt Ottawa, that a compet~nt 
Engineer will go out during the ensuing week to tak.e levels from 
this point to the Pishtaka, and that we shall take the earliest 
opportunity to apprise them of the result. We hope the people Levels t:ikrn. 

bordering upon that river within· the State of IUinois will adopt 
the suggestion of the Republican in relation to this important 
matter. lt is a subject of much interest both to that portion of the 
country and this.-Eo. AoVEn'l'rsi,:n. 

From the Milwnukcc Adv~rt.iscr of June 10, 1837. 

MILWAUKEE AND ROCK RIVER CANAL.--[NuM~.tin '1.] 

Having traced the northern branch by way of Oconomcewoc to 
Rock River, and examined its facilities and advantages, we will 
now return to lake Namabin and take a view of the southern branch 
down th~ vailey cif llark Riv'er. Leaving this lake the line will mi 
d d • h I • . a·. . 11 f B k R" l h l • iree west~rn escen eit er t 1e . 1mme 1ate ra <:y o at iver, t 1c w o e routes. 
distance, or leaving that valley near the line between ranges sixteen 
ancl seventeen in township six, pass into Md down the Scupernong, 
or still by another route, leaving Bark tiver va11e:f ill. township six, 
range fifteen, and pass into and down the valley of a M1n1l stremn 
which empties into Rock :river a little above the mouth of 13ark 
River. 

By either of these routes the length of canal will not vary 
greatly from. twenty-six. to twenty-eight miles from Narnabin lake ~!~~;~1 of the 
to Rock river; or its whole length frorn Milwaukee to the fatter 
point, being about fifty-one miles. 'rhis branch of the canal 
passes through a fine agricultural district, and the extent of territory 
bordering and adjacent to it, is equal tO abotit 21:i2 square miles. 
Herc terminntes the work which it is proposed to construct for the 
purpose ()f connecting Rock river with the lake, and it only remains 
to examine this river and its tributaries ill. reference to their vnln1' 
for navigation, and also the country which is wn1.cred by them in 
reference to its resources and' capnbilitlei'l, 

3 
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1837. From the intersection of the canal the upper section of Rock 
---- river is navigable by the eastern branch as far up as Johnson's 

rapids about sixteen miles ; and by the western branch as far as 
l 'l Upper Rock the mouth of Crawfish and the Beaver lake, about twenty-five m1 esi 

river. with the exception of a rapid at Aztalan, at which place the :flour­
ishing town of Jefferson is now presenting its claims and attracting 
a due share of public attention. These rapids will be improved 
without much delay for hydraulic power, and when so done a lock 
to overcome them will extend the navigation to the point indicated. 
The water power at the Jefferson rapids, though not equal in 
extent to that of Johnson's rapids, will nevertheless be of great 
value. Surrounded by a bc.iautiful country, peculiarly adapted to 
wheat growing, and as wtll adapted to the growth of otl1er 
agricultural products as any part of the Territory, this point with 
water power must ultimately possess great value. The country 
on both branches of Rock river is well calculated to sustain a dense 
population, and from the character of those already settled here1 we 
have good reason to believe that that population will possess a. 
spirit of enterprise which shall make our wilderness blossom as if 
touched by the hand of magic. The area of country embraced by 
these branches within the limits of navigation is equal to about 
550 square miles. 

Descending Rock River from the intersection of the canal about 
twenty miles, (passing in this distance through lake Koshkonong,) 

Catfish creek .. we arrive at the mouth of Catfish creek, the outlet of the Four 
Lakes. Jn our first article on this subject we adverted to the facility 
with which a navigable communication could be opened by way 
of this valley and the Four Lakes, passing through the seat of 
Government situated between the Third and Fourth lake, and thence 
to the Wisconsin river intersecting it at the town of Arena ; we 
will only add that owing to the central position of this route in 
reference to that part of the Territory lying south of the Wisconsin 
river and the important interests which would be promoted by it, 
we ~ntertain little doubt that the unanimous sentiment of our 
citizens will urge its early completion. When done, this connec­
tion will add an important link to our internal communication, but 
it is no part of our present plan to investigate it as belonging to 
the canal improvements under consideration; we design only to 
show the natural lines of navigation, which by the construction 
of the canal described, we shall necessarily reach and bring into 
valuable use. Some of these have already been adverted to1 and 
the principal remaining ones are the lower sections ot Rock river 
and the Pickatonica river a large stream heading in the lead rnine 
district, and emptying into Rock River about four miles below dae 
Territorial line in the stat!.' of Illinois. 
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The Rock river in all its lower section is navigable for steam 1837. 
boats of a respectable class, except, in extreme low water, there 
are at long intervals a few rapids which require some improv emeuts 
to afford an easy navigation. These will be removed or overcome LR?wer Rock 

1 db • . Th p· k • 1vcr. as the country sett es an usmess mcreases. e ,c atomca 
branch is a deep running stream, with generally a sluggish current 
and very easy of navigation as for up as its main forks in the south 
east corner of Iowa county. Above the forks the branches become 
more rapid and of course less navigable in their character, but still 
affording a good descending navigation far up in the mining district. 
The main forks may be considered the head of steam boat naviga­
tion, at which point the export business of the lead mines will nat­
urally concentrate and render it a point of first rate importance.­
Sugar river, also, a large northern branch of Pickatonica, penetrates 
the eastern part of the lead mines, passing through the western 
part of Rock and eastern 11art of Green counties, and is navigable 
about thirty miles up: affording a means of transport for the lead 
and other productions of that region. The aggregate length of 
connected navigation for steam boats ron Rock, Pickatonica, and 
Sugar rivers below the termination of the canal is equal to about 
one hundred and twenty miles, without including any part of Rock Sugnr River. 
river, below the mouth of Piekatonica; and the area o± countiy 
embraced in this section, and which is directly interested in the 
propos1ed work, is equal to about :3750 square miles. 

The question has been suggested and debated by some persons, 
whether the trade of the lead mi1ies would he more conveniently Load trnde. 
transacted through the proposed channel tlrnn in the course it now 
takes by way of the Mississippi river. We are of the opinion, 
that to a certain extent the business of tho lead mines can be '!ar~ 
ricd on by way of the lakes and a. navigable intercommunication, 
with less expense and with greater facility than by the present 
mode. But it is not contended or expected that this th,org.1glifarc 
will em.brace the business of tho whole of thnt tract of eountry 
known o.s the "lead mines." If we divide the lead mines into an 
eastern and wostern district1 assuming range two, east, as a dividing 
line, we shall have ea.st of that lino foll an equal moiety of the 
present productive mines. The W(ilstern of these districts, we grant 
will most .naturally look to tho Mis!!lissi,11pi river for market and 
supply: but the eastern district will not go ~. th{it direction from 
necessity, and would accept of an easy roJ,1t;e to tl1e ?ake with 
satisfaction. It is penetrated in sevem.l diJ(ections by the branches 
of the Pickatonica, which can lle ~Mtll,ed with ease, and at no 
great distance from all the "diggings,'' within this district ; hy 
means of light boats the .. lu.iat,y ca71w:ts will descend the navigable 
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parts of the river, and return with lighter cargoes of import freight, 
1837. . & 

----- merchand1ze, c. 
It will be conceded we doubt not, that this operation can be more 

cheaply performed than to haul over land, as at preseo t, a distance 
of from twenty to fifty miles. Having reached the Pickatonica, the 
mineral is placed on board a canal boat, which being attached to a 
steam boat is towed a distance of fifty to a hundre'd :miles, (the 
latter bein()' the distance from the forks of Pickatonica,) enters the 
canal and :ontinues on without reshipment fifty miles more to the 

Cost of trans· lake. The transportation through this whole distance will not cost 
portation. to exceed twenty-five cents per one hun,dred pounds weight, if we 

take for a basis of caleulation, the rates charged on the New Yotk 
and Ohio canals for exports; but it is believed that owing to so much 
of the distance being on the river, not sub3ect to canal tolls, it could 
he done at a still cheaper rate. This cost however would be less, 
as we believe, than is the expense by the present method of arriving 
on the Mississippi. It will also be borne in rnind that owing to the 
expense of land· carriage· and the difficulty of reaching a :narkt•t, the 
active operations in the mines have been confined to a narrower dis­
trict of countrylthan they will be when greater facilities are.rendered. 
The Sugar River mines and all those in the ea:ste. i:j). '"nrf <t! the Sugar River l' 

mines. district will receive greater atte.o.tioo, and by inducing fai:thEit ~:rcplo• 
ration the mineral district wiU doubtless be much extended in the 
direction of Rock River, and perhaps beyond it, whereby the busi­
ness of the country in all branches, will be increased ns well II.ii 

its wealth. 

From the Milwaukee Advertisei-of June 17, 1837, 
MILWAUKEE AND ROCK RIVER CANAL.-1'Nt1MUn6.J 

If we have shown that mineral from the forks of Pfokn.toni ea 
can be delivered on the lakes a,i cheaply as it eat!; otr tl'.tt! Misafa,ippi 
river, we think there will be no difficulty in showing· that it can be 
sent to its ultimate market cheaper in that direction thati hy the 
other. Vessels sailing hence will carry it for return freight or 
ballast to Buffalo or other ports on the lakes for a rn11re notnlea! 
sum. And on the lakes it will find a very considerable rllltrlri.'!-hk.... 

Home manu- White and red lead manufactories, shot works, rolli.ngl:llilt!!1 &a, 
factures. may as readily be erected here as in New York and other Atlantic 

cities, and the manufactured article can as well be sent from otir 
shores as the raw material for which we receive in r~turn, ~haps 
in the 8ame vessel the maufacmred article for home use.· By thi11 
process ~f manufactuni at home a large proportion of the produatt 
of. om mmes would find a homH market, and a very conl!iderat:de 
proportion of the United States would receive from u::i thoib 
products ir1 a manufactured state more cheaply than if loaded wlth 
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freight charges to the Atlantic and back. But suppose that the 1837. 
New York and other eastern markets must be arrived at nolens 
volens, as we admit must be the case for much the greater po1tio11 
of these products, still the proposed method of transport will be 
cheaper for that part of our mines contained within the eastern 
district, than the Mississippi route. Freight from Milwaukee to 
Buffalo will be less than from Galena to New Orleans-and from Comparison of 
Buffalo to New York about the same as from New Orleans to rout,·s • 

. New York. This we think cannot be denied; but lwwever it may 
• be disposed of in the minds of individuals, one fact is incontro­

vertible, viz. that the domestic supply of the State~ and the Canadas 
bordering on the lakes, will be received more readily through the 
proposed channel than by any other means-ancl that this of itself 
will require an amount of no small magnitude. 

Another fact which we· understand has been suggested by an 
intelligent portion of miners is doubtless worthy of attention, viz. 
that owing_ to the scarcity. of fuel i:n the mines, and the difficulty ~•uel for smolt­
of obtaining it for .smelting pUlposes,. they will be induc(id to mg. 

embrace the earliest opportunity of reaching the timbered,lands on 
Rock river, and in 1he vicinity of the lake on the Pi,:.htaka, 'Me-
nomonee and Milwaukee rivers. The mineral in its native state, 
it 1s believed can be transported to this s<iction of the country, by 
means of a canal, and smelted at a less expense than the smelting 
alone would cost in that section of country where the mineral is 
found. Should this prove by experience to be the fa.ct, it would 
afford a doul>le inducement fo(those engaged in the trade to i,eek 
this channel ; and we hav.e little doubt but it would so prove, from 

. the decided opinion on that point, of gentlemen with whom we 
have conversed, and whose opinions are entitled to much weight. 
Indeed, the reasonableness of the propos:i0tI~11 .il.\Qd the;apparent 
necessily for a foturo supply of fuel, appear to our mind a s1uffi.dent 
and conelv.$ivc argumcmt. 

'l'hc same channel which alforils the best merms of export will 
necessarily be the chanllf.!l through which the impoxts of the same 
country will be received, and thus the trade of the country is fully 
established. , • 

The extent of country which legitimntely falls within the busi~ E t t f 
f h :l . 1 b h . ,x en o 

ne$S range o t e propose· unprovement, us ms een s own Ill (:ountry benc• 
detail, is equal to about 7,000 square miles, without embracing the filted •. 
lower Pishtaka or Rock Rivers, or Wisi:onsin river, the business of 
all which m~y)n some measure be attracted to it; and without 
doubt the imports of the country bordering those streams will, in a 
considerable degree pasa throuih this channel. In fine, the whole 
of the counties of Milwaukee, Dodge, Jeil'erso.n1 Walworth, Rock, 
Dane, Green and about one ha!( ot the counties of Washington, 
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Racine Fond du Lac, Portage and Iowa, together with a consider-• 
1837. ' • • h ----- able tract in the north part of Illinois, have a·direct interest rn t e 

speedy completion of this work; and when_ we consider t~ese 
extended interests all concentrated in one proJect and that proJect 
so easily accomplished as the one under consideration, we cannot 
doubt but it will be sustained by the public councils of the country, 
and be early placed in a condition to secure to our Territory its 
important advantages. 

If there be 5keptics in this, as there generally are in all new 
. . enterprises, or if there be any whose sectional or personal hostility 

~o~~h!;::~~na- to it lead them to descant upon it as a visionary scheme, let them be 
answered by presenting to their mind the geography of the country, 
its noble rivers, its numerous waterfalls, its lead and.copper mim.is, 
and above all its productive soil-let them examine these and then 
show them that all these can be concentrated on the shore of our 
inland seas by a canal of fifty miles in length !-and then if they 
are conversant with the history of passing events, ask them where 
is the unreal fabric of a vision which they depict 1 Is it not to lrn 
found in their own spiritless dreamings 1 

Legislative 
proceedings. 

Petitions were again forwarded to the Legislature at their ne:ct 
annual session held. at Burlington in November, 1837, praying for 
the passage of an act to incorporate a company to construct said 
work, and Mr. Kilbourn attended for the purpose of securing the 
passage of the same. 

On the 28th day of November 1837, a bill was introcl uced in to 
the house of Representatives by Mr. Thomas McKnight from the 
committee on corporations to incorporate the Milwaukee and Rock 
River Canal Company, which after being amended by the House 
was passed on the 18th day of December following. 

On the 29th day of December the bill passed)he Council with 
several amendments which were concurred in by tJ1e· House, and 

On the 5th day of January, 1838, the "bill" became a law hy 
receiving the approval of the Governor, as follows:-

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE MIL WAUKEE AND 
ROCK RIVER CANAL COMPANY. 

~Ee. 1. Be it enacted by the Oouncilarul llnu.~1i f!{ lll'pre.qeftct• 
atives of the Terrt'.tory of Wisconsin, That:o.u such p(m.1ons ns 
shall become stockholders agreeably to the provisfons of tbit act 
in the corporation hereby created, shall be n \body 1politfo nnd 

Name and eorporate by the name and style of the Milwaukee and''Rock ni,ver style of Com• C , ,1;,, 

pany, anal Company, and by that name may have succe111ion may sue 
and be sued, complain and defend in any court of' la.w ~r equity, 
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may purchase, hoid, and convey real, personal or mixed estate, 1838_ 
may make and use a common seal, and alter the same at pleasure, ----­
may make by-laws, rules and regulations for the management of 
its property, the regulttion of its affairs, and for the transfer of its Powers. 
stock, not inconsistent with the laws of this Territory, and of the 
United l::ltates, and may moreover appoint such subordinate agents, 
officers and servants as the busines~ of said corporation may 
require, and allow to them a suitable compensation, prescribe their 
duties, and require bonds for the faithful performance thereof, in 
such penal sum, and with such sureties as they may choose, who 
shall hold their offices during the pleasure of a majority of the 
Directors of said corporation. 

SEc. 2. That the capital stock of said corporation shall be Capital stock. 
one hundred thousand dollars, which shall be deemed personal 
property, and shall be divided into shares of one hundred dollars 
each. 

S.tc. 3. ThatJorrn S. RooxwELL, ALVIN Fosun, Auous·rus A. 
Bum, MADISON W. C®NWALL, SoLOMON JoNEAu, JAMES SANDER-
soN, and BYRON KtLB0UllN, shall be Commissioners for receiving 
subscriptions to the capttal stock of said corporation, who shall give Mode of ob­
notice within tweh·e rnonths after the passage of this act, of the tainin_g sub 
time and place where books will be opened at Milwaukee, and :h~fe1ti~s 
such other places as they may cleem necessary, in some public 
newspaper at least ten days previo1ls to the opening of such books 
of subscription. A majority of said commissioners shall appoint one 
or more of their number who shall attend at the time and place 
appointed, by such notice for the opening of said books, and shall 
continue such subscriptions to the capital stock of the corporation 
from all persons who shall subscribe thereto, until at least fifty 
thousand dollars shall have been subscribed, whereupon said books 
may be closed by the said commissioners, and transferred to the 
Bo;1rd of directors as hereinafter provided. Each subscriber at the 
time of subscribing shall pay to the Commissioners onE1:f,lollar on 
C'llch share of the stock by hirn subscribed, and the said commis-
sioners shall as' soon the Directors are elected, deliver to them the 
whole amount of money received on the subscription of stock. 

S.mc. 4. '!'hat the affairs of said corporation shall be managed 
by a Board of seven Directors, to be anm1ally chosen by the stock- ~irectrs how 
holders from among themselves, as soon as may be after fifty e ectec • 
thousand dollars of the capital stock shall have been subscribed, 
the Commissioners shall give notice of the time and place at 
which a meeting of the stockholders will be held for the choice of 
directors, and at such time and place appointed for that purpose 
the Commisll!ioners or a. majority of them. shall attend and act as 
inspectors of said election; and the stockholders present shall 



DOCUMENT ARY HISTORY OF THE 

1838_ proceed to elect their directors by ballot, an'.! the .comm!ssioners 
----- present sJrnll certify the result of such election under their hands, 

which certificate shall be recoi ded in tltc books of the corporation, 
and 5hall be sufficient evidence of .the election of the Directors 
therein named: all e'Jections thcrcaJter shall be held at t!Hi time 
and in the manner prescribed by the by-laws and regulations of 
said corporation ; each stockholder shall be allowed n~ many votes 
as he owns shares, at the commencement of such d,,ctitm and a 
plurality of vote~ shall determine the choice. Tlw :-aid Din'ctors 
5hall hold their offices for onci year, and until their !ittCC('SStmi are 
elected, and they shall elect one of their nnrnlH:r as President of 
said board. 

Capital stock 
may be in­
creased. 

Location of 
Canal. 

SEc. 5. That the capital stock of said corporntion may at any 
time hereafter be increased to R sum not ciweNling one millitm of 
dollars, if the same shall be judged necessnrr to the t:ompletion of 
the work and the same as well as any portionofr.he capital Htm:k which 
shall not have been subscribed for and tttkeu as herein before provi• 
d,ed, shall be subscribed for and taken under the direction of the Di• 
rectors of said col'J)oration,. whenever they shall dirt\ct on1' or more 
books to be. opened for such purpose, and shan he suhscrilH•d and 
taken i,u such manner, as the said Directors, for the purpmie shall 
order an,d appoint. The said Directors shall have pOWEtl' to coll~c!1 

under ,,uch regulations as they may deeni proper, the amounuubscri• 
bed by each ~tockholder, in instalments not exceeding tim dollars on 
each share. after giving thirty days notice in some public now$• 
paper, published at Milwaukee, of the time at which such irn;ud­
ment will be required; and, in case any stockholdri· shall n1•glect, 
or 1efuse to pay the amount of his subscription, when so required1 

the said Directors shall have power to sue for and collectthe 
same in an action of assumpsit in any court having cognizaneo 
thereof. 

SEc. 6. That said corporation shall have the fright to ccm~trt1ct 
maintain jpd continue a navigable Canal or Slackwater Navigation 
from the' town of Milwaukee to Rock river, on such routt,£1 
and of such dimensions and to terminate at such point ail !'!hall be 
determined on by said corporation; and to construct nuch naviga­
ble feeders for said Canal as shall be found actually nec:e:mtry; 

F d d and also a branch Canal to connect with the Fox or Pitl1talt11 
ee ers an • p • • V'll • M'I k branch canal. river, at or near rame 1 age in I wau cc county; under dw 

same rights and privileges as by this act is provided for construe ting 
the main canal. 

SEo. 7. That it shall be lawful for said corporation, by thern~ 
selves and by any and every superintcndct,t a"ent and ew1 ineer Companymay • ' o , t> 

take private e~ployed by them to enter upon and take possession ofi and u,e 
property. all and singular, any lands, watcrs1 streams and materialt. 11e!:'t1in1.ry 
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for the prosecution of the improvements authorized by this act ; 1838. 
and to make all such feeders, dykes, locks, dams and other works 
and devices, as they lmay think proper for making said improve-
ments, doing nevertheless no unnecess~ry damage; and that in 
case any lands, waters, streams, or materials, taken or appropriatecl 
for any of the purposes aforesaid, shall not be given or granted to 
said corporation, and in case said corporation shall not be able to 
acquire the title to the samelby agreement with the parties concerned, 
a board of appraisers shall be appointed, consisting of three persons, In case of dis­
one of whom shall be appointed by the Directors of the company ~f~c:f~;_nt as 
hereby incorporated, one by the claimants applying for damage, 
and one by the commissioners or supervisors of the county, in 
which said lands, waters, streams or materials shall be, who shall 
before they enter upon the duties of their office, severally take an 
oath or affirmation, before some person authorised to administer 
oaths, faithfully and impartially to perform the duties required of 
them by this act. And it shall be the duty of said appraisers or a 
majority of them, to make a just and equitable estimate and apprai-
sal of the loss or damage, if any, over and above the benefit and 
advantage accruing by said works to the respective owners and 
proprietors, or parties interested in the lands, waters, stream3, or 
materials, so taken for the purpose aforesaid. And the said apprai-
sers, or a majority of them, shall make regular entries of their de-
termination and appraisal, with an apt and sufficient descrip'tion of 
the several premises taken and appropriated, for the purposes 
aforesaid~ in a b.ook .at books, to be provided .and kept by the 
directors of said corpcoratia,~, and certiiy and sign their names to 
such entries and appraisal, 34d in like manner, certify their deter-
mination as to those several premises :which will su.l:Ier£no:damage, 
or will be hcmefittcd more than injured, by or it;) coµsequence of the. 
works aforesaid. And the said corporation shall P!l.Y the; damage!! 
so assessed and appraised; and the fee simple of the premiaes • so 
taken and appropriated, shall thereupon vest in the said corporation, 
Pr•ovided however, That if the owner or owners of the lands, 
waters, streams and mat(1ri.1Is, sp taken and appropriated, shall not Applkntio1: for 

make application to said corporation for the payment of damages ~i1~!f01~:1~!~de 
by them sustained, within two years after such lands, waters, within two 
streams, or materials, shall have been taken possession of by the y(larn. 

corporation, he she or they shall thenceforth be barred from the 
collection of any daxnages frorn said corporation, for the lands, 
waters, streams, or materials, so used, Pro,n:<lc1cl however, That if 
either party shall foel aggrieved by any decisions of said board of 
apprai~ers, he s~e or they shall have the right of appeal to tho :ir,rirnd6 nllow 
District court, within the county wl1ere the damageR in qurstion 
may have been snstaine<l,. 
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8 SEc. s. That it shall be luwful for the suid corporation, to 
183 • f 'd l I • ----- commence the constructon o sa1 cana at sue i points on any 

part of the aforesaid route, as in their judgment may appear 
expedient and pro;,ier; and so soon as any portion of said canal 
shall be completed, it shall be lawful for said corporuti011, to erect 
toll houses thereon, and collect such tolls as shall from time to time 
be prescribed by the Legislature of this Territory, or any Statfi that 
may be formed out of the same, on the east side of the Mhisiasippi 
river. And said corporation is hereby authorized to horrowany 

Company may sum of money which may in their discretion be dcrmed rwcesi:;ary 
borrow money for the proper and efficient prosecution, of the works a\ltlwrizcid by 

this act. 
SEc. 9. That it shall be lawful for the clirect<iri.1 of said 

corporation, to make from time to time, such rules and regulation:'!, 
!;J1~~~es. not inconsistent with the laws of this Territory, and of the United 

States, in respect to the size an<l structure of boats, raf111, and other 
fl.oats, onthe waters of said canal, and the weighing and iu11peeting 
of boats and their loading, and in respect to all mnt.ters in Tt>lation 
to the navigation of the canals; and the collection of tolls and 
water rents; and impose such forfeitures of money, for the bffl!lt:h 
of such regulations as they may judge reasonable; and. t<> pt()Vidt, 
for the detention and sale of any such boa ta, rafts, and other ilell.ti!, 
as shall or may contravene such rules antl regulations, in ca~e, 
where the owner or owners of such boats, rafts, or other flm1ts 1 

shall neglect or refuse to pay such forfeiture ; Prouldr:1l t!Htt no 
forfeiture so imposed, shall for a single offe11cc exccc1! die ,mrnunt 
of actual damages more than fifty dollars, and that iwthillg in thi11 
section shall be so construed, as to prevent said fortciturea btinJ 
recovered by action of debt as hereinafter provided. 

Sxc. 10. That any person who shall lead, drive or ri<lii any 
rr:~:Hrn:,0&.c. ox, a,s, mule or other animal upOll the towil1g path, or 
on the banks opposite the towing path of the canal hereby authori,wd 10 fie <!Oil• 
of the canal. structed, except for the purpose of towing boats, or nrhe r tlontin.r 

Or for ob­
structing the 
same, 

things upon the waters thereof, or for the 1mrpo1H: of conv~ying 
articles to and from said canal, in order to their transpm·tatimt ou tho 
waters of the same, or their delivery at tlrnir ph11H• of dm,tlnatimi, 
shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of £iv<• dollar~, and 11haH 
pay all damages consequent upon such otlencc OV(!r 11ml nlmvu tbe 
said forfeiture. 

S1;:c. 11. That if any boat or other fl()ating thing, 11h11.U bt 110 

moored in arty of the canals, as to obstruct the navit;iuion thereof; 
or if any person or persons shall obstruct the rinvigation of !11aid 
canal, or cause the same to be <lone, by means <Ji' loar!ing1 m1kmdi11g1 

misplacing or otherwise misconducting 1my boat or otlm floatinr 
thing, and ehall not, immediately upon bdng reqUr!iteil by 
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any engineer, superintendent or agent of said corporation, employed 1838. 
on said canal, or by any person incommoded by such obstruction, 
remove the same, the boatman or person who caused the obstruction 
shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of twenty-five dollars, 
over and above the expense of removing said obstruction. 

SEc. 12. That if any person or persons shall wilfully obstruct 
the navigation of said Canal or its branches by '.'sinking any .-essel, 
timber, stone, earth or other things, in the same, or by placing any 
obstruction on the towing path thereof, or on the bank opposite 
the towing path, such person or persons shall forfeit for every such 
offence the sum of twenty-five dollars, over and above thP. expense 
of removing said obstruction. 

SEc. 13. That if any person shall wantonly or unnecessarily Or for wanton 
open, or cause to be opened, or shut, any lock-gate, or paddle-gate, injury. 
or any waste-gate, or drive any nails, spikes, pins or wedges into 
either of said gates, or take any other mode of preventing the free 
use of either of said gates i or shall wantonly or maliciously break, 
throw down, or destroy any bridge on said canals, such person or 
persons shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of fifty dollars, 
and pay all damages consequent upon such offence, over and above 
such forfeiture. 

SEc. 14. That if any person shall, wilfully and maliciously, 
break, throw down, or destroy, any lock gate, bank, waste-wier 
aqueduct or culvert, lielongingto the canals authorized by this act, 
such person or persons shall, for every such offence be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, before the 
proper court, shall be sentenced to imprisonment in the penitentiary 
at hard labor for any time, not less than three nor more than five 
years, at the discretion of the court; and shall moreover be liable 
to pay all damages sustained in consequence of such offence. 

SEo. 1:i. That every person who shall knowingly sign or deliver Or defraud the 
to any collector, a false bill of lading, with the design ofa.voiding colloctor. 
the payment of tolls, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and on conviction thereof, before any court of competent jurisdic-
diction, shall be fined not less than three times the value of the 
property omitted, or falsely stated in such bill. 

Slilo. 16. That every collector of tolls on the canals herein Col19ctor rrhmy 
h · d • f . . . require oat • aut onze , may require the master o any ,.boat, upon exl11b1t10g 

his bill of lading, to verify it by his oath, which such collector 
is hereby authorized to adruinister; and any person who shall 
testify falsely, before any collector shall be deemed guilty of 
perjury. 

SEc. 17. That for n.11 damages done to the said canals, the Offond~rs ta 
ffi d h 11 b d d • b • d' • h be proceedod o en ers s a e procee e against y m 1ctment, in t e proper ngamst by in-

courts, and on complaint being made to any judge or justice of the d1ctment. 
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1838. peace, of the proper county, against any person or persons, doing 
----- any s1Jch damage as is mentioned in the preceding sections of this 

act it shall be the duty of such judge or justice, forthwith to 
iss~e a warrant to the proper officers, to arrest and bring before him 
such offender or offenders. And if upon the return of such war­
rant, it shall appear to the satisfaction of such judge or justice, that 
such complaint is true, he shall commit such offender or oifonders, 
if he or they shall refuse to give security for their appearance, to 
the proper court to answer to said complaint; Provide1i however, 
That if the offender or offenders, shall pay to such judge or justice 
of the peace, the penalties forfeitures, and expenses which he or 
they may have incurred, together with the costs of prosecution, 
such offender or offenders shall be discharged. 

SEo. 18. That the captain or master and the owner of any boat 
Who aml. what or other float, 011 the canals herein authorized, and likew111e thti 
~itb;~ for pen- boat or float its:lf, shall sev~rall~ be liable for the pay~ent or any 

• penalty or forfeiture, and likewise of all damages which may nc~ 
crue in consequence of the vhilation of any of the provisions of t11is 
act, or of any order of the board of directors, duly made and pub­
lished, relating to the canals or the navigation thereof, or the col­
lection of tolls thereon, by any person navigating su,:h boat, or 
assisting in the navigation or management thereof, at the tiimi <lf 
such violation; and any such boat or other float, may at the dil11::1e­
tion of the agents of the corporation hereby created, be Jlrevent~1l 
from navigating said canal, until such penalty, forfoitnre and 
damages, and costs accrued in prosecuting therefor, shall lw fully 
paid. 

SEc. J 0. That all materials that shall have brl:ln procun•d, by 
Lien of the any contractor, for the construction of any part of said c::mal or 
corporation. any work therewith connected, shall from tlrn time they art~ prnparcll 

for transportation to the place where they are to be used, bu imhjt•et 
to the lien of the corporation, for all moneys that may have hc«m 
or shall be advanced by the said corporatiori, during the performnncti 
of said contract; and for all <lamnges that may Ji1, ~11,~tnincd iii 
co~sequence of the non performance thereof; and no ~a!P m111ll:l by 
s:11d contractor or under any execution issued upon irny jm:lgmiJllf 
or decree shalt in any wise affect said lien. • 

SEc. 20. That every person actually cng11gml in laboring t)ll th1i 
Laborers on canals herein authorized shall be exernr1t from doin" mi!ith duty 
the canal~ ex- • l • . ~ " ' 
~ll!ptfrom mi- rn t 1_1s Terr_1tory, except m cases of insurrection {Ir invll'!fon, during 
ntia duty. the time he 1s actually engaged J and the certili!·ate of om'\ of' th11 

oificers of the corporation, or of the contrn(:tot!I w!rn !!halt ernr1foy 
such men so liable to perfom1 militin. duty, in p.erfm:m1mee or their 
con1racts, shall be prima facia evidence of every irnelt eng11gt•m1;1u, 
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SEc. 21. That said corporation shall be bound to erect bridges 183S. 
over said canal, at all places where it shall cross any public high- Company 
way, which shall have been regularly laid out, and recorded at the m~st build 
time of the construction of said canal; and where the location of bri<lges. 

the canal shall interfere with any road, which shall be in use; and 
said corporation is hPreby authorized to change the location of said 
road; Pro'vided, That before so doing the said) corporation shall 
cause the new road to be opened and put in good repair, for the 
convenience of travel, as the road vacated was at the time of 
such vacation. 

29 

SEc. 22. That said corporation shall commence the construction Work to be 

of the works authorized by this act, within three years from the ~~iW;i~eilir:~ 
passage thereof; and in default of said commencement being made yunrs . 

. within said three years, all the privileges, herein ~nd hereby 
granted, shall be forfeited by said corporanion, and this act shall 
be null and of no effect. And: tlte right to construct so much of 
said works, which are by this act authori!lled:, as shall not be eom-
1Jeted within ten years from the passage of this act, shall be forfeited and finished 
by said corporation ; and the Legislature shall have the right to within ten. 

dispose of such part or parts in such manner, as to them may seem 
best calculated to promote the public interest. 

SEc. 23. 'l'hat the future State of Wisconsin, at any time after 
its admission into the Union, shall have the rie:ht to purchase and Stntl[) of Wis-

• hol~ for the use of the State, the canal, herein authorized to be ~~~ih~~~~he 
constructed, toget+1er with all its branches and othe'r improvements canals. 
by paying to the said co:tporation, the amount actually expended, 
in the consm.'lction and repairs of the same, together with such 
:reasonable interest, n,m more 'llhim seven per ee.1tuxn per annum, 
as may be agreed upon by and &etween •~ State and theeorpo• 
ration ; Pro,v'ided however, That in eue rlle Congress of the 
United Sates shall make any appropriation or donation, either in. 
land or money, in aid of the construction of the work by this act 
authorized, the right to the same shall vest in said State, whenever 
the said transfer of the canal shall be made; and the nett proceeds 
of all sales of land and the amount of all xnoney so npproptiated 
or donated, shall be deducted from the amount to be paid to the said 
corporation, for the transfer, of said works to the State. And the 
said corporation are hereby authorized to apply to Congress for such 

• an appropriation, in money or lauds, to aid in the construction of 
the works authorized by this act, as Congress m its wisdom shall 
sec proper to grant. 

S1i:c. 24, That the said canal shall not be less than forty feet Dimensions of 
wide at the top water line, and four fe~t deep. The locks and other canal11, locks, 

structures, to be constructed of cut stone, and in.; a neat, permanent &c. 
and workmanlike manner, at leatt eighty•tlve feet !ong in the 
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183S. chamber, between the upper and lower gates, nnd fifteen feet wide 
---- in the clear, between the walls: and all culverts, aqueducts, dams, 

and other fixtures, to be constructed in like permanent manner, of 
such materials and dimensions, as the circumstances of the case 
may require. • 

SEc. 25. That said company shall not have a right t<1 take the 
water away, from any mill, which shall have been erectotl liy any 

No more water person on any stream, except for the purpose of feeding l'laid canal, 
to be taken • • A d b 'tfi t' · 'd ,, Th than necessary for the purposes of na v1gat1on. n e i 'Ur ,ter vrotn . e <•, at 

nothing herein contained, shall authorize said company tr, take Ol' 

use more water from any stream or fountain, than shall lw actually 
necessary for the economical navigation of said canal, unlNill they 
shall have obtained the right to use an excess of water, over and 
above the quantity required for navigation, from every pcr:,on or 
persons, corporation or corporations, lawfully claiming tho 11ame. 

SEo. 26. That in case the Congress of the United Statiis, ahou!d 
make a donation of lands to the aforesaid corporation, for th11 
purpose of aiding in the construction of the before namod canal, 
and the lands so donated, or any part thereof shall be actually im• 
proved, and settled upon, by any person or persons, at the titnGt 1mch. 

Lands how lands were donated to said corporation, the said corporation 11ball 
sold to settlers. sell to such settler or settlers, the lands so settled upon-one quarter 

of a scetion, or one hnndred and sixty acres each, (compreheading 
the improvements of such settlers) at one dollar and twenty,-ivc 
cents per acre; Pr<rvided that the settler as before muned, shall 
pay the said corporation for the same, within ninety dayll 
from the time the said corporation shall make a demnml for 11aid 
payment; and a failure to comply with the foregoing provision, .of 
this section, on the part of said corporation shall be con1idt1rad 
a forfeiture of their charteri and the same shall be null and y<Jid. 

Company or­
ga11ized. 

ISAAC LEF'FLER, 
Speaker of the How,e. of Rt'!f)re1Mntatirl(J1, 

AR THUR INGHRAM, 
President of Cmmdl. 

Approved January, 5, [838. 

HERNY DODO~. 

Pursuant to the provisions of this act, books of subscriptio11 Wet(I' 

opened at Milwaukee under the direction of the commitrionerti on 
the 2d day of February, 1838; and a sufficient amount of 11took 
having been subscribed, the books were closed, and a meetinr ~ 
the stockholders notified to be held on the 3d day of said month, 
for the purpose of organizing thi company. 
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At the first meeting of the stockholders held on the 3d day of 1838. 
February, 1838 inpursuance of notice given 9y thecommissioners 
the following persons were elected directors, viz:- . Officers elected 

BYRON KILBOURN, 
SOLOMON JUNEAU, 
JOHN S. ROCKWELL, 
JAMES H. ROGERS, 
SAMUEL BROWN, 
SYLVESTER D. COWLES, 
WM. R. LONGSTREET. 

At the first meeting of the Board of Directors held February, 
7th, 1838, BVROl'I KILBOURN was elected President. 

F. A. WrNGFIELD, Secretary .. 
C. H. PEAK, Treasurer. 
I. A LAPHAM, Engineer. 

And by-laws for the government of the Company considered 
• and adopted by the board. 

At a meeting of the diieetors held February 12th, 1838, the 
following memorial to Congress, was submitted by the President Memorial to 
and adopted by the board. Congress, 

To the honorable the Senateandlloitse of Representati'.ves of the 
United States: 

'rhe memoi:ial of the undersigned President and Directors of tho 
Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company in the Texritory 
of Wisconsin, 

RESPECTl'ULLY REPRESENTS: 

That an act has been passed by the Legislative Assembly of 
this Territory, incorporating a company to construct and carry into 
effect a canal and slack water navigation to connect Lake Mich~ 
igan, at Milwaukee, with the navigable waters of Rock River, 
and authorizing said company, on behalf of the Territory or future 
State of Wisconsin, to apply to Congress for aid in the construction 
of said work. 

This canal will be a work of considerable magnitude and of 
inestimable importance to the Territory, and of as much impor~ 
tance to the General Government, porhaps as any other improve­
ment of a similar kind, in proportion to its e:r:tent. It will pass 
through lands now entirely belonging to the Government, with the 
exception of one fractional township alone, of about three miles i11 
width, which has been brought into market, It will pass nearly 
central through the Milwaukee land district; and also nearly 
central to tbat paxt of the Territory lying south of Sheboygau 
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