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THE GREAT PESHTIGO FIRE:
AN EYEWITNESS ACCOUNT

By Reverenp PeTER PERNIN

Introduction

CTOBER 8. 1971, marks the centennial of

the two greatest natural catastrophes in
the history of the Middle West. Ironically, both
happened not only on the same day but almost
at the same ]:H..'IIJI':. bioth had been pn:nnﬂr:d b:.r
ample but disregarded omens: and both
stemmed from the same fundamental canses—
wood rendered tinder-dry by prolonged
drought, plus the factor of human carelessness,
In [':h]'uu;_,"o, a lantern dluughtl:s.*] ¥ plamr;q,l with-
in kicking distance of a cow in a barn on De
Koven Street is reputed to have set off the most
destructive metropolitan blaze in the nation's
histary, resulting in a property damage of
200,000,000 and virtwally annihilating the
city™s gore, In northeastern Wisconsin, fires set
by hunters, Indians, lumberjacks, railroad
workers, and farmers burning stumps and
rubble culminated in the nation’s worst forest
fire. in terms of lives lost.

Although the Wisconsin fire ravaged 2,400
square miles and destroyed numerous settle-
menls anid izolated farms on both sides of Green
Bay, it has gone down in history as the Peshtigo
fire. because it was in this village and in the
farming area immediately surrounding it that
industry and population were the most concen-
trated, that the fire reached its greatest viru-
lenee, and that the majority of the fatalities
pecurred,

In the fall of 1871, like other localities to
which the expanding railroads were bringing
an undreamed prosperity, Peshtigo, on the
river of the same name in Marinette County,

was exploiting the surrounding forest lands to
the fullest advantaze. William G. Ogden, the
Chicago millionaire, had invested heavily in
what was then the country's largest wooden-
ware factory to convert the river-borne logs
into such articles as pails, tubs, broom hand-
les, barrel covers, and clothespins. There was
also a sawmill, a sash, door, and blind factory,
a foundry and blacksmith shop, stores, hotels,
a boarding house, and, to the villagers' con-
siderable pride, a schoolhouse, and a Protes-
tant as well as a Catholie chureh,

All thiz waz as of the early evening of Octo-
ber 8. when the village's official population of
1,700 was swollen by an influx of recently ar-
l']"u"'.'.*{l JH.I arers o wao I.'k on !]I.n ra.i]:n.‘-u] l'ight-l}i-
way, in addition to the usual number of sales-
men, travelers, and visitors to be found in any
similar village. By daylight less than 1,000 of
this number were still alive, and only one struc-
ture, a partially constructed housze, remained
standing,

The ocourrences of that dreadful night have
never ].-_IEE’I'I ar:[:ordml thr:;r FrDPL"r Plﬂ(‘:E‘: iﬂ t]'lﬂ
hislnr}r of American diﬁasturs, prirnnr“}r he-
cause Chicago’s ordeal was by ite very nature
maore spectacular, more universally publicized,
and more often revived in print. Peshtizo’s
chiel historians have been two journalists and
a movelist, Frank Tilton—a Green Bay news-
praperman who in 1871 pul Lugelher a book of
evewitness accounts and his own reportage to
sell for the benefit of the survivora—Robert W,
Wells of the Milwaukee fournal, who in 1968
gave the Peshligo stovy a skillful and readable
reconstruction, and William F. SI.!;:‘].I]:H?I, Jr.,
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who in 1957 used the iragi‘.‘d}' as the basis for
a prige-winning novel.

But no writer has vet to equal in vividness,
imagery, or sheer drama the contemporary
account written by Father Pernin, the parish
IJrI-t =t for Peshti 120 at wel I'lL-dI'J.'l‘f Pl-'iﬂrlnt_lll..-. whosza
churches both burned to the -'fmund Published
in Montreal in 1874, ustensl]ﬁlj. to raise funds
for a new church in Marinette, Father Pernin's
account may have also been an attempt to
exorcise (he memories of that October night
l.]l]l'i]'lg “"E'lil:}l ll:“." =U 'I“:‘Iﬂti [ﬂﬂ['f Ll.J.I._'}I W]’Ii.lf:' I:”?'
]'lﬂ"t'lll:l“ iI‘LrI:li.['ﬂ.”.'f-.

I'\:ut a great deal is known about Father Peter
Pernin except that he was born in Franee about
1625, and served parishes in L'Erable and Clif-
ton in Llinois from 1863 to 18049, He was parish
priest in Oconto in 1870 and in Marinette from
18T1=1874. From 1876-1878 he was at Grand
Rapids (Wisconsin Rapids), and in 1879 he
was at LaCrescent, Minnesota, in which state
he continued to serve a number of parishes, the
last recorded one being in 16898 when he was
at St. Joseph's Church in Bushford, Diocese of
Winona.

L 1918-1919 Joseph Schafer serialized parts
of Father Pernin's aceount in the Wisconsin
Magazine of History (Vol. 2). In reprinting it
during this centennial year we have added
zome material which Mr, Schafer omitted and
|'|.a'|.'|‘_' &L'I_]_Ill_lli_f_‘:d _FI_'II_F"'II_II_!_:E '\1'[11'.]'1.'1"'."]' I.l'l.l‘."]r l‘fflued
necessary to further 1']&]‘“}' the events hei ng
1[:35{'r“‘H'1|.

W.C.H.

Eprron's Note: Full hillingraphical information about
the works on the Peshtigo fire mentioned above is:
Frank Tilton, Skeich of the Great Fires in Wiscon-
Ty e Frs.ﬁ.l.l'ge: the .‘!:.'r,l;lrr H.u:i.rl, '”:".'Ie"ur:ﬂjn'.lh". II!’:'.L
famsoneifie, anl Gemerally on the Shores of Green
Hay: with Thrilling and Trothied Incidents by
Fitnesses (Green DBay, 1871h; BRobert W, 't"-'e-ﬁ#
Fire at Pesheige  {Prentice-Hall, Inc, Englewood
Cliffs, Mew Jersey, 1981 : William F, Steaber, Jr.
The Landlsoker (Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis, 1957} :
anid The Finger of Ged Iz There!, or Thrilling Epi-
sode 4:-.r i Strange FKvent Kelated by an Eye-IFitness,
Rew, Pernin, United States ”.'-.srrrraur_t Published
will rﬁr' zir.lrrn'l.llf.'l.l."rr.lr.' of His Lordship the Bishop of
Wantreal { Montreal, 1874), Wells® bhosk containg a
ueeful summary of eources, especially of newepapers
conzulted. Strangely, oo wriler on the sobject seems
to have consulted the valuable material contained in
the appendices to the Fisconsin Adssembly Journal,
1673,
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Society’s Ioonograplile Collections

Womf sngraving of Father Peter Pernin, about 1874,

COUNTRY COVEREL with dense forests,
in the midst of which are 1o be met with
here and there, along newly opened roads,
['l.f:'El.]'i!l"'_'.‘i '.-I[ more or IF‘.‘-R !"xfi"rlt., ﬂdﬁm?[iml’:ﬁ -
half league in width to afford gpace for an in-
fant town, or perhaps three or four acres
intended for a farm. With the exception of
these isolated spols where the trees have been
cut down and burned, all is a wild but majestic
f‘”"'!"‘[. lrees I"‘"l:r'? H"I'l“l'f"r
but trees as far as you can teavel from the bay,
either towards the north or west. These im-
menze forests are bounded on the east by
Green Bay of Lake Michigan, and by the lake
itsell,

The face of the counley is in glr:wrui -
dulating, diversified by valleys overgrown with
cedars and spruce trees, sandy hills covered
with evergreens, and large tracts of rich land
filled with the different varieties of hard wied,
vak, maple, heech, ash, elm, and birch. The
climate of this region iz generally uniform and
favorable to the crops that are now tried there
with remarkable success, Rains are [requent,
and they generally fall at a favorable time.

The year 1871 was, however, distinguished
by its unusual dryness. Farmers had profited

Ij.ﬂ!t?!-i. IHIL!]]I]"_.’. l.'].‘ilf
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of the latter circumstance to enlarge their
clearings, cutting down and burning the wood
that stood in their way, Hundreds of laborers
{_'mp]n].rr:d in the construction of a railroad had
acted in like manner., availing themselves of
both axe and fire to advance their work. Hunt-
era and Indians scour these forests continually,
especially in the gutumn season, at which fime
they ascend the streams for trout-fishing, or
disperse through the woods deer-stalking. At
n'lght I_]iH:F kindle a largn fire wherever I:]'u—:}-'
may chance to halt, prepare their suppers, then
wrapping themselves in their blankets, sleep
peacefully, extended on the earth, knowing
that the fire will keep at a distance any wild
animals that may happen to range through the
vicinit:,' durlnﬁ the n.if_‘.:hl. The cl]ﬁuing morn-
ing they depart without taking the precaution
ol extinguishing the smouldering embers of
the fire that has protected and warmed them.
Farmers and others act in a similar manner.
In thiz way the woods, particularly in the fall,
are gleaming everywhere with fires lighted by
man, and which, fed on every side by dry
leaves and branches, spread more or less. Tf
fanned by a brisk gale of wind they are liable
to assume most formidable proportions,

Twice or thrice before October 2, the effects
of the wind, favored by the general deyness,
had filled the inhabitants of the environs with
consternation. A few details on this point may
interest the reader, and serve at the same time
to illustrate more fully the great catastrophe
which overwhelmed uvs later, The destructive
element seemed whilst multiplying its warn-
ing to be at the same time pssaying its own
strength. On September 22 1 was summoned,
in the exercise of my ministry, to the Sugar
Bush,! a place in the neighborhood of Pesh-
EiEo, where a number of farms lie af]jau:;ent o
each other. Whilst waiting at one of these,
isolated from the rest, I took a gun, and, ac-

! There were three of thewe farming communities:
the Lower Sugar Bush, ecomprising settlements ex-
tending for about seven miles west of Peshtizo on
the road leading to Oeonta; the Middle Sugar Bush,
made up of =ettlementz along & mad running to the
southwest: and the Upper Sugar Bush, containing
wottlements along what was known 23 the Lake
Naquebay Road. In all, they consisted of about 300
familicz. Frank Tilton, Skeich of the Great Fires in
W izcomsin o Pe.ii:.fr',m:n, ke .Sr;mrr Hﬂ'.’?i!. .ifl:nchmc,
Filliamsanville . ., (Green Bay, 1871), 7.
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companied by a lad of twelve years of age,
who offered to guide me through the wood,
started in pursuit of some of the pheasants
which abounded in the environs. At the expira-
tion of a few hours, seeing that the sun was
sinking in the horizon, 1 bade the child re.
comduct me to the farmhouse. He endeavored
to do so but without success, We went on and
oI, Tow lunling to the righl._ now L the |i:'f[+
but without coming in view of our destination,
In less than a half hour's wanr]r&l‘inge—: we pel-
ceived that we were completely lost in the
woods, Night was setting in, and nature was
silently preparing for the season of rest. The
only sounds audible were the crackling of a
tiny tongue of fire that ran along the ground,
in and out, among the trunks of the Lrees, leav-
ing them unseathed but devouring the dry
leaves that came in its wav, and the swaving
iof the upper branches of the trees announcing
that the wind was rising. We shouted loudly,
but without evoking any reply. 1 then fired off
my gun several times as tokens of distress.
Finally a distant halloo reached our ears, then
angther, then several coming from different
directions, Rendered anxious by our prolonged
absence, the parents of my companion and the
farm servants had finally suspected the truth
and set out to seek us. Directed to our quarter
by our shouts and the firing, they were soon
on the right road when a new obstacle pre-
sented itself. Fanned by the wind, the tiny
flames previously mentioned had united and
spread over a considerable surface. We thus
found ourselves in the center of a circle of fire
extending or narrowing, more or less, around
us. We could not reach the men who had come
to our assistance, nor could we go to them
without incurring the risk of seriously scorch-
ing our feet or of being suffocated by the
smoke. They were obliged to fray a passage
for us by beating the fire with branches of
trees at one particular point, thus momentarily
staying ils progress whilst we rapidly made
OUT escape.

The danger proved more imminent in places
exposed to the wind, and I learned the follow-
ing day, on my return to Peshtigo, that the
town had been in great peril at the very time
that T had lost myself in the waods. The wind
hﬂ.l'] ]'FE[:'F.I;. ﬂrlrL {En:ling t]'l.!f' HRT'I'.IEFJ hﬂ.a I::[Ti‘p'ﬂ]'l
them in the divection of the houses. Hogsheads
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of water were placed at intervals all round the
town, ready for anv emergency.

I will now mention another incident that
happened a few days before the great catas-
I:I'uphf'.:

[ was driving homeward after having visited
my second parish situated on the hanks of the
River Menominee, about two leagues distant?
Whilst quietly following the public road
opened through the Torest, T remarked little
fires= gl&aming here and there along the route,
sametimes on one side, saometimes on the
other. Suddenly T arrived at a spot where the
fames were burning on hoth sides at onee with
more violence than elsewhere. The smoke,
driven to the front, filled the road and ob-
seured it to such a degres that T could neither
zee the extent of the fire nor judge of the
amount of t].'l:l{.,".re-"r. | inferred, however, that
the latter waz not very great as the wind was
not against me. T entered then, though at first
hesitatingly, into the dense clowd of smoke
left darkling behind by the Aames burning
fiercely forward, My horse hung back, but T
finally suceeeded in nrging him on, and in five
or six minutes we emerged safely from this
labyrinth of fire and smoke. Here we found
ourselves confronted by a dozen vehicles ar-
rested in t]'l.:rir Course |.'r}' the l:ﬂnﬂagraﬁon.

“Can we paz=?" inquired one.

NYed sinee [ have just done so. but loosen
your reing and urge on vour horse or you may
be suffocated ™

Some of the number dashed forward, others
had not the Earﬂﬁmud to fn"uw_, and conse-
quently returned to Peshtigo,

IT MAY THUS be seen that warnings were

not wanting, | give now another trait, more
siriking than either of those just related,
copled from a journal published at Green
Bay.? It iz a description of a combat sustained
against the terrible element of fire at Pechtigo,
Sunday. September 24, just two weeks before
the destruction of the village:

ﬁunda}r, the 24th inﬁt., was an e}miting,
I might 23y a fearful time, in Pﬂshtfgn. For

* A league varles from abont 2.4 miles to 46 sta-
tute miles, depending on the nation inwlved, Persin
was probally using the English league which is ahou
3 miles, since Peshtigo is about seven milea from
Marinetta.

T The amceount is fremy the Green oy Advocmte,
October 5, 1871,
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several davs the fives had been raging in the
timber all around—north, south. east, and
wesk Saturday the Hames burned lllrnugll L
the river a little above the town: and on
Saturday night, much danger was appre-
hended from the sparks and cinders that
blew acroszs the river, into the upper part of
the town, near the factory, A force was sta.
tioned along the river, and although fire
r:aught in the sawdust and :ir}' slabs it was
promptly extinguizhed. It was a grand =ight,
the fire that night. It burned to the tops of
the tallest trees, enveloped them in a mantle
of flames, or. winding itzelf about them like
a huge zerpent, crept to their summits, oot
pran the h]:at!chl:-“a and wound its hugﬂ fnlf]r,t
ahout them. Hiszsing and glaring it lapped
out its myriad fery tongues while its fierce
breath swept off the green leaves and roared
through the forest like a tempest, Ever and
anon some tall old pine, whose hogze trunk
had become a column of fire, fell with a
Lhum!frlng crash, ﬁ”ing the air with an
ascending cloud of sparks and cinders, whilst
ahove this sheet of flames s dense black
cloud of resinous smoke, in its strong con.
trast to the light beneath, seemed to threaten
death and destruction to all below,

Thouzandz of hirds, driven from their
rooste, flew about as if uncertain which way
to go, and made the night still more hideous
by their startled cries. Frequently they
would fly hither and thither, calling loudly
for their mates, then, hovering for a moment
in the air, suddenly dart downward and dis-
appear in the fierv furnace beneath. Thus
the night wore awav while all earnestly
hnp{!d. amnl many hearts fervuntl?.l' FTE.:?EI.'I,
for rain.

Sunday morning the fires had died down,
g0 that we began to hope the danger was
over, About eleven o'clock, while the diffexr-
ent congregations were assembled in their
respective churches, the steam whistle of the
factory blew a wild blast of alarm, Tn a
moment the temples were emptied of their
worzhippers, the latter rushing wildly out to
zee what had happened. Fire had caught in
the sawdust near the factory again, but be-
fore we reached the spot it was extinguished.
The wind had suddenly risen and was blow-
ing a gale from the northwest. The fires in
the timber were burming more feveely than
ever, and were approaching the river direct.
Iv ﬂp-pﬂ!ﬁlt' the fai.'tnr'_l.'. The air WwWas Hh'_"ra,-ﬂjj.r
filledd with the hurning coals and cinders,
which fell, setting fire all around, and the
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Tilton, Great Fires in Wiscongin

The Pi:.s.tl!r','.:u ﬂr;u,a;regrufmrﬂf Church i 1871,

utmost diligence was necessary to prevent
these Alames from spreading. The engine was
brought out, and hundreds of pails from the
lttﬂlurj-' were manned: in short, everything
that was poszible was done to prevent the
fire from entering the town,

But now a new danger arose. The fires to
the west of the town were approaching
rapidly, and it seemed that nothing short of
a miracle eould save it from utter destruc-
tion. A cloud of hot, blinding smoke blew
in our faces and made it extremely diliealt
to see or do anything; still prompt and ener-
gt:li{: MEAns were ta]-u:n to check the ap-
proaching Hames,

The Company's teams were set to carry-
ing water, and the whole force of over three
hundred of the laborers in the factory and
mills were on the ground, besides other
citizens, Goods were packed up, and moved
from buildings supposed o be in immedi-
ate danger. Indeed a general conflagration
seemned inevitable. T have seen fires sweep
over the prairies with the speed of a loco-
motive, and the prairie fire is grand and
terrific: but beside a timber fire it sinks into
insignificance. In proportion as the timber
is denser, heavier, and loftier than the

250

SUMMER, 1971

prairie grass, the timber fire is intenser,
Ilff[fﬂ'r Era:m:]q‘r1 than the EJru]n'r: fire. The
fire on the prairie before a high wind will
rush om and lap up the lizht dead grass, and
it is gone in a breath. In the timber it may
move almost as rapidly, but the five does not
go out with the advance waves which sweep
over Lhe Lirpas of the trees and calch the Iig]’lt
limhs and [::liagﬂ. Nor is there the same
chance to resist the approach of fire in the
forests. Tt is as though vou ﬂﬂrmplﬁl to
resizt the approach of an avalanche of fire
hurled against you. With the going down of
the sun the wind abated and with it the fire,
Timber was felled and water thrown over it
buildings were covered with wet blankets
and all under the scorching heat and in
blin{]ing Suﬁﬂcnting smoke that was :rnr:ugh
to sirangle one, and thus passed the night
of Sunday.

Monday, the wind veered to the south,
and cleared away the smoke. Strange to say
not a building was burned-——the town was
saved. Monday the factory was closed to
give the men rest, and today, Septeraber 27,
all iz quiet and going on as usaal.

What did these repeated alarms filling the
minds of the people with ﬁ.nxiq_‘,t:,’ |iuring the
three or four weeks preceding the great calam-
ity seem to indicate!

Doubtless they might have been looked on
as the natural results of the great dryness, the
number of fires lighted throughout the forests
by hunters or others, as well as of the wind
that fanned from time to time these fires, aug-
menting their strength and volume, but who
will dare to say that they were not specially
I.'.l]"f.lﬂ.]l!'.lﬂd I.'l:f’ Hirn H‘]‘Lu ib masler flf CAUSES a5
well as of their effects? Does He not in maost
cases avail Himself of natural caunses to ex-
ecule Hiz will and bring about the most won-
derful result=? Tt would indeed be difficult for
anyone who had assisted as 1 had done at the
terrible events fn]]nwing 501 ::lns_-el'_'r' on the
above mentioned indications nol Lo see in them
the hand of God, and infer in consequence that
these various signs were but forerunners of
the great tragedy for which He wished us to be
in some degres prepared,

I cannot say whether they were looked on
by many in thiz light or not, but certainly some
were greatly alarmed and prepared as far as
]a:.' in their power for a gr.:neral c-cmflagratian,
burying in the earth those objects which they
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specially wished to save. The Company caused
all combustible materials on which a fire could
pozaibly feed to be taken away., and augmented
the number of water hogsheads girdling the
town. Wise precautions eertainly, which would
have been of great serviee in any ordinary case
of fire but which were utterly unavailing in the
awful conflagration that burst upon us. They
served nevertheless to demonstrate more clear-
]'}" the _ﬁ!igﬂ‘ -l.'lllf God in the evenls which suc-
cepded,

As for myself, I allowed things to take their
course withoul ft:tzlin;e: any great un!l'.i{rt.:.' as to
consequences, or laking any precaulionary
steps, & frame of mind very different to that
which T was destined to experience on the
evening of the eighth of October.

A word now about my two parishes,

Peshiign is sitnated om a river of that name,
about six miles from Green Bay with which it
communicates by means of a small railroad.
The Company established at Peshtigo is a
apurce of Prnﬁlu:rit}' to the whole country, not
only from its spirit of enterprise and large
pecuniary resources but also from itz numer-
ous  establishments, the most important of
which, a factory of tubs and buckets, affords
alone steady employment to more than three
hundred workmen, The population of Pesh-
tigo, including the farmers settled in the
neighborhood, numbered then about two thou-
sand souls. We were just finizshing the con.
struction of a church locked on as a great
embellishment to the parish.

}I"I_'!f' ﬂ.]"ﬁ]ﬂ Wils near I‘Jlt EEIHI'I.:II._. L L]'"" wisl
of the river, and about a five or six minute
walk [rom the latter. | mention this so as to
render the circumstances of my escape through
the midst of the flames more intelligible,

Besides Peshtigo, I had the charge of an-
other parish much more important situated on
the River Menominee, at the point where it
um].:lie.s. into Green Buy. It is called Mnrincttr:.,
from a female half breed, locked on as their
queen by the Indians inhabiting that district.
This woman received in baptism the name of
Mary, Marie, which subsequently was cor.
rupted into that of Marinette, or little Marie.
Hence the name of Marinette bestowed on the
place. It is there that we are at present build-
ing a church in honor of our Lady of Lourdes.
At the time of the five, Marinette possessed a
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“Oueen” MWarinette ard fer home, one of the firse fo
be built in the ticinity,

church, handsome new [:-rﬂﬁ].l-_lrh.'t‘y’ ju5'l
finished, in which I was on the point of taking
up my abode, besides o house in course of
construction, destined to serve as a parish
Hf]'l.':'lf:lj-

The pﬂpu]nliun was about deuble that of
Peshtigo.

Before entering into details, T will mention
one more circumstance which may appear
providential in the eyes of some, though
hroug!]t u!n}ut ]’Ij' |rur¢!}' r!HturaI Cagses.

At the time of the catastrophe our church at
Peshtigo was ready for plastering, the ensuing
Monday being appointed for commencing the
work. The lime and marble dust were lying
rt-aqf}' in front of the building, whilst the altar
and various ornaments, as well as the pews,
had all been removed. Being unable in conse-
guence to officiate that Sunday in the zacred
edifice, T told the people that there would be
no mass, nolilying at the same lime the
Catholics of Cedar River that I would spend
the Sunday among them. The latter place was
another of my missions, situated on Green Ha}',
four or five leagues north of Marinette. Satar-
day then, October 7, in accordance with my
promise, I left Peshtizo and proceeded to the
Menominee wharf to take passage on the
steamboat ﬂuniup. There 1 \-‘aEnl:.-' waited her
coming several hours, It was the only time that
year she had failed in the regularity of her
trips. [ learned after that the steamboat had
passed as usual but stood out from shore, not
{l:rf:millg iL |u'udun1. to .E[J].’Jru.llmh nearer. Thr
temperature was low, and the sky obscured by
a dense masa of smoke which no breath of
wind arose to dispel, a circumstance render-

a
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ing navigation very dangerous especially in
the neighborhood of the shore® Towards
nightfall, when all hope of embarking was
over, I returned to Peshtizo on horseback.
After informing the peaple that mass would he
said in my own abode the following morning,
I prepared a temporary altar in one of the
rooms, employing for the purpose the taber.
nacle itselF which [ had taken from the church,
and after mass | replaced the Blessed Sacra:
ment in it. intending to say mass again there
the next Monday.

In the afternoon, when about leaving for
Marinette where T was accustomed to chant
vespers and preach when high mass was said
at Peshtizgn, which waz every fortnight, myv
departure was strongly opposed by several of
my parishioners, There seemed to he a vague
fear of some impending though unknown evil
haunting the minds of many, nor was I myself
entirely free from this unusual feeling. Tt was
rather an impression than a convietion, for, on
reflecting, I saw that things looked much as
usual, and arrived at the conclusion that our
fears were groundless, without, however, feel-
ing much reassured thereby.

But for the certainty that the Catholics at
Marinette, supposing me al Cedar River, would
not, consequently, come to vespers, 1 would
probably have persisted in going there, but
under actual circumstances | deemed it best to
vield to the representations made me and re-
main where 1 was

God willed that 1T should be at the post of
danger. The steamboat which T had expected
to bear me from Peshtizo. on the seventh of
October, had of course obeyved the elements
which prevented her landing, but God is the
master of these elements and Him they obey.
Thus I found myself at Peshtizo Sundav eve-
ning, October 8, where, according to all pre-
vious calculations, projects, and arrangements,
I should not have been,

The afternoon passed in complete inactivity.
I remained etill a prey to the indefinable ap-
prehensions of impending calamity already al-

! During early Octoher the smoke was a0 dense on
the Boy that during daylight hours navigation was
done by eompazs, and fog horns were kept blowing
continuously, the shores being invisible. Green Bow
Advecate, Octeber 5, 1671,
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luded to, apprehensions contradicted by reason
which assured me there was no more cause for
present fear than there had been eight or
fiftecn :’Izlj."s hefore—indeed ]tﬂﬁs, on account of
the precautionz taken and the numerovs sen-
tinels watching over the public safery. These
two opposite sentiments, one of which per.
sistently asseried itself despite everv effort o
shake it uﬁ._ w]u'!st [111:. r,:t]'lc.r, inspireﬂ ]}.1,'
reason was powerless to reassure me, plunged
my faculties into a speciez of mental torpor.

In the outer world evervihing contributed
to keep alive these two different impressions,
On one side, the thick smoke -rankr.nin;: the
zky, the heavy, suffocating atmosphere, the
mysterions silence filling the air, so often a
presaee of storm, geemed o afford grounds for
fear in case of a sudden zale, On the other
hand the passing and repassing in the street
of countless young people bent only on amuse-
ment, langhing, singing. and perfectly indiffer.
ent to the menacing aspect of nature, was suffi-
cient to make me think that I alone was a prey
to anxiety, and to render me ashamed of
mun“r.sliug thr ﬁ,‘c]ing.

During the afternoon, an old Canadian, re-
markable for the deep interest he always took
in everything relating to the church, came and
asked permission to dig a well close to the
sgcred edifice so as to have water rmu'ljr' at
hand in case of aceident, as well az for the use
of the plasterer who was coming to work the
following morning. As my pelitioner had no
time to devote to the task during the course of
the week, T assented. His labor completed. he
informed me there was abundance of water,
adding with an expression of deep satisfaction:
“Father, not for a large sum of money would
I give that well. Now if a fire breaks out again
it will be easy to save our church.,” As he
seemed greatly fatigued, T made him partake
of supper and then sent him to rest. An hour
after he was buried in deep slumber, but Gad
was watching over him, and to reward him
doubtless for the zeal he had displayed for the
interests of his Father's House, enabled the
pions old man to save his life; whilst in the
very ljui]rlins in which he had been sltcping
more than fiftv people, fully awake, perished.

What we do for God is never lost, even in
this world.

Towards seven in the evening, always
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Bird's-eve view of Peshtigo as it appeared in 1871 shorddy before ity destruction,
The sites indicated Oy circled nnmbers follow the order in which Pernin intro-
duces them in the text. (1) s the Catholic ckureh: ¢2) shows the dam to the
right, the bridge to the Ieft, with the sawmill direcily above the numibrer; )
shows the Compony wourehouse gnd foctory on the far side of the river: 4)
indicates the site of -'.l'le' Company boarding house where the lfoss of life was
profably the heaviest; (5) 05 the Forest House, alsa pictured on page 256: nd
(G} marks the J’rJ:—rr.r.:ul af the Congregotionsl church and the x.-.fum.l'.fm.u_'zr:,
pietured in gremter detail on poges 250 gnd 264 respectively. Flames leaping
fedween the sewmill (2) and the bogarding house (4] prevented Pernin from
going downstveam after he had crossed the hridge.

]laull'tcl.'] |:.|}' I'.hf_' SAIme m i.FI‘_:i'r'il'lgﬁ. I ]r_-{'.t ]’I{h]ﬂe
to see how it went with my neighbors. 1
stepped over first to the house of an elderly
kind-hearted widow, a Mrs, Dress, and we
walked out together on her land. The wind
Was |Jegi:min:_1 Lo rise, Hnwing in short fitful
pusts as if to try its strength and then as
quickly suhsiding. My companion was as
troubled as myself, and kept pressing her
vhildren to take 20me precautionary measures,
but they refused, laughing lightly at her fears.
At one hl:ﬂe_. whilst we were =till in l|'|r:. ﬁf;]_r].r,,
[hf" “'i.[!ll ross Bliflf.lﬂl'li:u' H-il.h more 2-'1.]"'|'|Et|:|
than it had vet displayved and 1 peresived zome
old tronks of trees blaze out though withow
seeing about them any tokens of cinder or
Hpﬂ.]’k, jlﬁ-t as if the wind had been a breath
of fire, capable of kindling them into a lame
by itz mere contact. We chun.-rumth these:
the wind fell again, and nature- resumed her
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n'll,:l'rhdh il!l{i rl1:\'ﬁl[?fi.(][|5 :‘-"-i]l:'l'll:":r_". ] ]'E"ﬂ!l.l.emd
the house hut IHII} Eo leave it, f::i:]iulr: n!sl]itﬁs,
though at the same time devoid of anything
like energy, and retraced my steps to my own
abode to conceal within it as 1 best could my
vague but continually deepening anxieties. On
looking towards the west, whence the wind
had persistently blown for hours past, 1 per-
ceived above the dense cloud of amoke over
hanging the earth. o vivid rved reflection of
immense extent, and then suddenly struck on
my ear, strangely audible in the preternatural
silence reigning around, a distant roarin £, yol
muffed sound. Elnnulmcing that the elements
were in commation somewhere. 1 rapidly re-
salved to return home and prepare, without
further hesitation, for whatever events were
impending, From listless and undecided as 1
had previously been, 1 suddenly became ac-
tive and determined. This change of mind was
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a great relief. The vague fears that had here-
tofore pursued me vanizshed, and another idea,
certainly not a result of anything like mental
reasoning on my part, took possession of my
mind; it was, nol to lose much time in saving
my effects but to direct my flight as speedily
as possible in the direction of the river. Hence-
forth this became my ruling thought, and it
was entirely unaccompanied by anything like
fear or perplexity. My mind seemed all at once
to become perfectly tranguil

T WAS NOW ABOUT half past eight in the
evening. | first thought of my horse and
turned him free into the street, deeming that,
i:II any Ccase, hlj wﬂ“ld ha"-"l: Teres 1:]13.1:]!‘.‘.‘: n‘f
escape Lhus than tied up in the stable. T then
set about digging a trench six feet wide and
gix or seven feet deep, in the sandy soil of
the garden, and though the earth was easy
enough to work my task proved a tedious one.
'].-.l'l.l.'f' ':l.ll1|m‘-|.|l:|1;1'f Wils I'.II?':I.":"}' E.I'IL{ U].:IPI'ESSi'I.’E,
strangely affecting the strength and rendering
rﬂﬂ]ﬁraﬁun ]::Iﬂi'n{‘“l F.l.]'ld Iﬂhﬂriﬂua, TE'.H'!‘ l'.ll'l.]_]r_
consideration that could have induced me to
keep on working when 1 found it almost im.
possible to move my limbs, was the fear,
growing more strongly each momenl into a
certainty, that some great catastrophe was ap-
]rmauhing. The erimson refllection in the west-
ern portion of the sky was rapidly inereasing
in size and in intensity; then between each
stroke of my pickax | heard plainly, in the
midst of the unnatural calm and silence reign-
ing around, the atrange and terrible noise al-
read_-.- deseribed., the muttered thunder of which
became more distinet as it drew each moment
nearer. This sound resembled the confused
noise of a number of cars and locomotives ap-
proaching a railroad station, or the rambling
of thunder, with the difference that it never
ceased. but deepened in intensity each moment
more and more. The spectacle of this menac-
ing ervimson in the sky, the sound of this
strange and unknown voice of nature constantly
augmenting in terrible majesty, seemed to en-
dow me with supernatural strength. Whilst
tuil'mg thus ﬁtl!HlI'ﬂHH}' at my ta.s‘:, the sound
of homan veices plainly audible amid the
silence and species of stupor reigning around
fell on my ear. They betrayved on the one hand
thoughtlessness, on the other folly,
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A neighboring American family were enter-
taining some friendz at tea. The room which
they occupied at the moment overlooked my
garden; thus they could zee me whilst | could
as easily overhear them. More than once, the
smothered f»aug]'it::r u{ SOTTRE of the guuﬁta,
especially of the young girls, fell on my ear.
Doubtless they were amusing themselves at my
expense. About nine, the company dispersed,
and Mrs, Tyler, the hostess, approached me,
The actions of the priest always muke a certain
impression, even on Protestants.

“Father,” she questioned, “do you think
there is any danger?™

“1 do not know,” waz my reply, “but I have
unpleasant presentiments, and feel myself im-
pelled to prepare for trouble.”

“But if a fire breaks out, Father, what are
we to do?”

“In that case, Madam, seek the river at
once.”

T gave her no reason for advising such a
course, perthaps | had really none to offer, be-
}'ﬂnd that it was my innate convichion.

Shortly after, Mrs. Tvler and her family
started in the direction of the river and were
all zaved. I learned later that out of the eight
guests assembled at her house that evening, all
]}Erishml with i]'l:: {rx{;cpﬁcm of bwao.

At a short distance from home, on the other
side of the street, waz a tavern. This place had
been crowded all day with revellers, about
two hundred voung men having arrived that
Sundu}' morning al Peshtigo lr}f the hoat te
work on the railroad® Many were scattered
throughout the town, where they had met ac-
quaintances, while a large number were lodg-
ing at the tavern just mentioned. Perhapa they
hac passed the holy time of mass drinking and
carousing there. Towards nightfall the greater
part of them were too much intoxicated to take
any share in the anxiety fell by the maore

5 The northern extension of the El‘.l.i.t:l:l.g,‘u- and North-
western Railway from Fort Howard to Menomines
and thence to Eecansha to coinect with the iron
mines in upper Michigan was wnder construction, Tn
clearing the right-of-way, many fires bad been al-
lowed o escape into the woods., Tilton, Sketch of the
Greas Fires, 10: letter dated July, 1927, from John
J. Caseon of Los Angreles, a mechanic at the Peshtigo
woodenware mill and . eorvivor of the fire, in
Archives-Manuscripts  Division, State Historical So-
riety of Wiseonsin,
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steady members of the community, or even to
notice the strange aszpect of nature. Whilst
working in my garden, I saw several of them
hanging about the veranda of the tavern or
lounging in the yard, Their intoxicated condi-
Hon was plainly revealed by the manner in
which they quarrelled. wrestled, rolled on the
around, filling the air the while with wild
shouts and horrid blasphemies.

When hastening through the street, on my
way to Lhe river at the moment the storm burst
forth, the wind impelled me in the direction of
thiz house. A death-like silence now reigned
within it, as if reason had been restored to the
inmales, or fear had suddenly penetrated to
their hearts. Without shout or word they re-
entered the place, closing the doors as if to
bar death out—a few minutes later the house
was swept away, What became of them T know
naol.

After fnishing the digging of the trench 1
placed within it my trunks, books, church
orpaments, and other valuables, covering the
whole with zand to a depth of about a [oot.
Whilst still engng{.ﬁd al lhiE, my 2ervant, who
had collected in a basket several precicus ob-
jects in silver committed to my charge, such
as crosses, medals. rosaries, etc., ran and de-
posited them on the steps of a neighboring
slore, mar(:l:l}' [l ] nsr;inua in her trouble of what
she was doing.

She hastily returned for a cage containing
l'_ll:r CATIArY . “'}Ii“l'l LI:“: “'iﬂd._. hqu'l'l‘:'ru. H.II:II.UH"I.
immediately tore from her grasp—and breath-
less with haste and terror she called to me Lo
leave the garden and fly. The wind, forerunner
of the tempest, was increasing in violence, the
reduess in the sky deepening, and the roaring
sound like thunder seemed almost upon us. It
was now bme o think of the Blessed Sacra-
ment-—object of all objects, precious, priceless,
especially in the eyes of a priest. It had never
heen a moment absent from my thoughts, for
of course [ had intended from the first to bring
it with me. Hastening then to the chamber con-
tuinin;__; the tubernacle, | pmcb&ded to open the
latter, but the key, owing to my haste, slipped
from my fingers and fell. There was no time
for farther delay, =0 I canght up the tabernacle
with its contents and carried it out, placing it
in my wagon as | knew it would he much
easier to draw it thus than to bear it in my
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arms. My thought was that I should meet
gomeone who would help me in the task, T re.
entered to seek the chalice which had not been
placed in the tabernacle, when a strange and
startling phenomenon met my view. It was that
ol a cloud of sparlcr- that blazed L here and
there with a sharp detonating sound like that
of powder exploding, and flew from room to
room. I understood then that the air was satu-
rated with some special zas, and | could not
help thinking if thiz gas lighted up from mere
contact with a breath of hot wind, what would
it be when fire would come in actual contact
with it. The cireumstance, though menacing
enough, inspired me with no fear, my safety
seemed already assured. Outside the door, in a
cage attached to the wall, was a jay that T had
hﬂfl ]l'l m} [H:li_":-essil'_'lll 'EDF a I,I'l]'li.": tlll'l'.l“. F.[‘J'II’\! iTI'
stinet of birds in foresesing a storm is well
known, and my poor jav was fluttering wildly
round his cage, beating against its bars as if
:i-'.‘fl:.‘]'i.illr.'-_' L escape, and ullering shrill notes of
alarm. [ grieved for its fate but could do noth-
'Lrlg for it The Iampr‘- Wi lmrning on the table,
and I thought, az | turned away, how soon
their gleam would be eclipsed in the vivid light
of a terrible conflagration.

I look on the peculiar, indeed almost child-
ish frame of mind in which I then found my-
self, as most providential. Tt kept up my cour-
age in the ordeal through which T was about
to pass, veiling from me in great part ita
horror and -.|ﬂn'r::~r. .l'iny other mental condi-
Hon, though perhaps more in keeping with
my acloal position would have paralvzed my
strength and =ealed my fate.

I vainly called my dog who, disoheying the
summons, concealed himsell under my bed,
only to meet death there later. Then | hastened
out to open the gate so as to bring forth my
wagon. Barely had 1 laid hand on it, when the
wind heretofore violent rose aur]:]::n!_}' o oa
hurricane, and quick as lightning opened the
way for my egress from the vard by sweeping
planks, gate, and fencing away inle space,
“The road is open,” 1 thought, “we have only
to start.”

I had delayed my departure too long. Tt
would be impossible to describe the trouble
I had to keep my feet, to breathe, to retain
hold of the buggy which the wind strove 1o
tear from my grasp, or to keep the tabernacle
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Artist Mel Kishuer's conception of the terrorized populace flecing down Oconte
Avenue foward the protection of the Aver,

in its place. To reach the river, even unen
cumbered L} any :*E‘lar;rr-*. was more than many
succerded in doing: several failed, perishing
in the attempt. How 1 arrived at it is even to
this day a mystery to myself.

The air was no iung_'rl fit to lm:illht'._ full as it
waos {rf :::III:L i| u:-l!.. .:1:-'-]15'._‘. |'_'i|'|1’.|:1_-;';-s,_ spﬂrkﬁ, :-'.n.nlc:*_,
and fire. It waz almost irTl]mss'i]';]e o keep one's
eves unclosed, to distinguish the road, or to
recognize people, though the way was erowded
with pedestrians, as well as vehicles erossing
and CTa.i}IEng against each other in the seneral
flight. Some were hastening towards the river,
others from it. whilst all wera st1'1|:_,rg||'r1§r alike
in the grasp of the hurricane. A thousand dis.
cordant deafening noises toze on the air to-
gether. The neighing of horses, falling of chim-
neys, crashing of uprooted rees, roaring and
h'hi:‘-thllg of the wind, fran]{ling of fire as it
ran with lightning-like rapidity from house to
house—all soundz were there zave that of the
human voice. People seemed stricken dumb by
terror, They jostled each other without ex-
changing look, word. or counsel. The silence
of the tomb reigned among the living: nature
alone lifted up ils voice amd spr-]cr!. |'hullg‘h

256

meeting crowded vehicles taking a direction
quite opposite to that which T myzelf was fol-
|m.m'irli.,,'_'1 it mever even entered my mind that it
would perhaps he hetter for me to follow them.
Probably it was the same thing with them. We
all hurried blindly on to our fate.

Almost with the first steps taken in the sireet
the wind overturned and dragged me with the
wagon close to the tavern already mentioned.
Farther on, I was again thrown down over
some motionless ohject lving on the earth: it
proved to be a woman and a linle girl, both
dead. 1 raised a head that fell back heavily as
lead. With a long breath | rose to my feet, but
rmlf.' to be hurled down :l;miu. Farther on [ met
my horse whom | had set free in the street.
Whether he recognized me—whether he was in
that spot by chance, | cannot say. but whilst
*‘-truggliug anew to my feet, T {elt his head
leaning on my shoulder. He was trembling in
EVETY limb. 1 called him ]b:f' name and mo-
tioned him to follow me, but he did not move.
He was found partly consumed by fire in the
same place,

Arrived near the civer, we saw that the
houses adjacent to it were on fire, whilst the
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wind blew the flames and cinders directly into
the water. The place was no longer safe. I re-
sulved then to cross to the other side thuugh the
bridge was already on fire. The latter pre-
sented a scene of indescribable and awful con-
fusion, each one thinking he could attain safety
on the other side of the river. Those wha lived
in the east were hurryving towards the west,
and those who dwelt in that west were wildly
pushing on to the east so that the bridge was
thoroughly encumbered with cattle, vehicles,
women, rhilr'lrun, and men, all puﬁhing and
1:r1|5hing againﬁt each other so as to find an
izsue from it. Arrived amid the crowd on the
other side, 1 resolved to descend the river, to
a eertain distance below the dam. where 1
koew the shore was lower and the water shal-
lower, but this T found impossible. The saw-
mill on the same side, at the angle of the
bridge, as well as the large store belonging to
the Company standing opposite across the
road, were both on fire. The flames from these
two edifices met across the road, and none
could traverse this fiery passage without meet-
ing with instant death. I waa thus obliged to
aacend the river on the left bank. above the
dam, where the water gradually attained a
oreat depth. After placing a cerlain distance
between mysell and the bridge. the fall of
which I momentarily expected, I pushed my
wagon containing the tabernacle as far into
the water as pn:asi}ﬂv. 1t was all that I could da.
Heneeforth 1 had to look to the saving of my
life. The whirlwind in its continual ascension
had, so to speak, worked up the smoke, dust,
and cinders, so that, at least, we could see clear
]:!r!fr.lr(: us. 'l‘]'l.‘f.'p I'I'E.Illiﬁ '.-I'F 'I‘J:lﬁ 1";"{!r as ‘fﬂr as t..i'H."
eve could reach were covered with people
standing there, molionless as statues, some
with eyes staring, upturned towards heaven,
and tongues protruded. The greater number
seemed to have no idea of taking any steps to
procure their safety, imagining, as many after-
wards acknowledged to me, that the end of
the world had arrived and that there was
nothing for them but silent submission to their
fate. Without uttering a word—the efforts 1
had made in dragging my wagon with me in
my flight had left me perfectly breathless, be-
sides the vielenee of the storm entirely pre-
vented anything like speech—1 pushed the per-
sons standing on each side of me into the
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waler, One of these sprang back again with a
half smothered cry, murmuaring: “T am wet"™;
but immersion in water was better than im-
mersion in fire. 1 canght him again and
dragged him out with me into the river as far
as possible. Al the same moment T heard a
splazh of the water along the river’s brink. All
had followed my nxamph:. It was time; the air
was no longer fit for inhalation, whilst the
intensity of the heat was increasing. A few
minutes more and no living thing could have
reaisted its fiery breath.

T WAS ABOUT TEN O'CLOCK when we
entered into the river. Wb-‘_—ﬂ] r.]uing o
neither knew the length of time we would be
obliged to remain there, nor what would ulki-
mately happen to us, vet, wonderful to relate
my fate had never caused me a moment of
anxicty from the time that, yielding to the in-
voluntary impulse warning me to prepare for
danger, T had resolved on directing my flight
towards the river. Sinee then 1 had remained
in the same careless frame of mind, which per.
mitted me to struggle azainst the most in-
superable obstacles, to brave the most ap-
paumg rlanl'-r'r&r without ever ';r_'ﬂrmn'r to Te-
member that my life might pay the forfeit.
Onee in water up to our necks, 1 thought we
would, at least be safe from fire, but it was not
=0; the flames darted over the river as they did
over land, the air was full of them, or rather
the air itsell wes on fire. Our heads were in
continual danger. It was only by throwing
water constantly over them and our faces, and
beating the river with our hands that we kept
the flames al bay, Clothing and quilts had been
thrawn into the river, to save them, donbtless,
and they were floating all around. T caught at
some that came within reach and covered with
them the heads of the persons who were lean-
ing against or clinging to me. These wraps
dried quickly in the furancelike heat and
caught fire whenever we ceased sprinkling
them. The terrible whirlwind that had burst
over us at the moment | was leaving home had,
with its continually revolving cirele of oppos.
ing winds, cleared the atmosphere, The river
was as bright, brighter than by dav, and the
spectacle presented by these heads rising above
the level of the water, zome covered, some un-
covered, the countless hands employed in beat-
ing the waves, was singular and painful in the
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Aw artist's reconstruction of the panic which ensued ot the riverside,

extreme. So free was | from the fear and anx-
iety that might naturally have been expected
to reign in my mind at such a moment, that 1
actually perceived the ludicrous side of the
scene al limes and smiled within myself at it.
When turning my gaze from the river 1
chanced to lock either to the right or left,
hefore me or upwards, T saw mothing but
flames:; houses, trees, and the air itself were
on fire. Above my head, as far as the eve could
reach into space, alas! too brilliantly lighted, T
saw nothing but immense volumes of lames
covering the firmament, rolling one over the
other with stormy violence as we see massez of
clouds driven wildly hither and thither by the
fierce power of the tempest.

MNear me, on the bank of the river, rose the
store belonging to the factory, a large three-
slory ]m'i]rli'hg. filled with tubs, buckets, and
other articles. Sometimes the thought crossed
my mind that if the wind happened to change,
we should be buried beneath the blazing ruins
of this [‘.l]ﬂr:t'_. but =till the supposition did mot
cause me much apprehension. When | was
entering the waler. this establishiment was just
taking fire: the work of destruction was
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speedy, for, in less than a quarter of an hour,
the large beams were lying blazing on the
ground, while the rest of thp- building was
either burned or swept off into space.

Not far from me a woman was supporting
herself in the water by means of a log. Alter
a time a cow swam past. There were more than
a dozen of these animals in the river, irn.]'r:-!l]ed
thither by instinet, and they succesded in
gaving their lives. The first mentioned one
overturned in ils passage the log to which the
woman was clinging and she disappeared into
the water. I thought her lost; but socn saw her
emerge from it holding on with one hand to
the horns of the cow, and throwing water on
her head with the other. How long she re-
mained in this critical position I know not,
but [ was told later that the animal had swam
to shore, bearing her human burden safely
with her: and what threatened to bring de-
struction to the woman had proved the means
of her salvation.

Al the moment T was entering the river,
another Woman, terrified and E|1'eal]1||.=:m~,
reached its bank. She was leading one child by

el
the hand. and held pressed to her breast what
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appeared to be another, enveloped in a roll of
disordered linen, evidently caught up in haste.
0 horror! on opening these wraps to look on
the face of her child it was not there. It must
have slipped from her grasp in her hurried
flight. No words could portray the look of
stupor, of desolation that Hitted across the
poor mother’s face. The half smothered cry:
“Ah! my child!” escaped her, then she wildly
strove to force her way through the erowd so
as to cast herself into the river. The force of
the wind was less violent on waler than on
land, and permitted the voice to be heard. 1
then endeavored to calm the anguish of the
poor hereaved woman by suggesting that her
child had been found by others and saved, but
she did not even look in my direction, but
stood there motionless, her eves wild and star-
ing. fixed on the opposite shore. I soon lost
sight of her, and was informed subsequently
that she had succeeded in throwing herself into
the river where she met death.

Things went well enough with me during the
first three or four hours of this prolonged hath,
owing in part. I suppose. to my being con-
tinually in motion, either throwing water on
my own head or on that of my neighbors.

It was not so, however, with some of those
who were standing near me, lor their tecth
were chattering and their limbs convulsively
trembling. Reaction was setting in and the cold
penetrating through their frames, Dreading
that so long a zojourn in the water might be
[ollowed by severe cramps, perhaps death, 1
endeavored to ascemd the bank a short dis-
tance, so as Lo ascertain the temperature, but
my shoulders were scarcely out of the river,
whenr a voice called to me: “Father. beware.
vou are on fire!”

The hour of deliverance from this prison of
fire and water had not yet arrived—the strug-
gle was not vet over. A lady who had re-
mained beside me zinee we had first taken to
the river, and whe, like all the others, had
remained silent till then, now asked me:

“Father, do vou not think this is the end of
the world 2"

“I do not think s0,” was my reply. “but if
other countries are burned as ours seems to
have been, the end of the world. at least for ns.
must be at hand,”

After this both relapsed into silence.
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There is an end to all things here below,
even nl"lsfﬂ]'tllnf. I]_‘h_{" ]nng{’.ﬂ-'ur mormenl H{
our return o land was at length arriving, and
already aprinkling of our heads was becoming
unnecessary. I drew near the hank. seated my-
self on a log, being in this manner only partly
immersed in the water, Here 1 was scized with
a violent chill. A VOoung man pr'n:-.'.i!.-"mg il
threw a blanket over me which at once
afforded me relief, and soon after 1 was able
to leave this compulsory bath in which T had
been plunged for about five hours and a half,

CAME OUT of the river about half past

three in the morning, and from that Hme
I was in a very different condition, both
morally and physically, to that in which 1
had previously been. Today, in recalling the
past, 1 can see that the moment most fraught
with danger was precizely that in which danger
apemed at an end. The nlmnsphur:&, previnue:ljr
hot as the breath of a furnace, was gradually
becoming eolder and colder, and, after having
been so long in the river, T was of course ex-
ceedingly susceptible to its chilly influence, My
clothes were thoroughly saturated. There was
no want of fire, and 1 easily dried my outer
warments, but the inner ones were wet, and
their zearching dampmess penetrated to my
inmost frame, affecting my very lungz. Though
close to a large fire, arising from heaps of
burning fragments, 1 was still convulsively
5]151'{:ring. Fep]ing at the same lime a complets
}'.-rn!;lratinn of ]'Jutl:; and spirit, E{'n" chest was
oppressed to suffocation, my throat swollen,
andl. in addition to an almost total inability to
move, | could scarcely use my voice—utter
even a word,

Almost lifeless, 1 slretehed m}self out fall
length on the zand. The latter was atill hot, and
the warmth in some degree restored me. He-
moving shoes and socks 1 placed my feet in
immediate contact with the heated ground, and
felt additionally relieved,

I was lving beside the ruins of the large
factory, the beams of which were still burning,
Around me were piles of iron hoops belonging
to the tubz and hockets lately destroved.® With

b _Tu||r| (azson =A0¥s ) I]!lli;. pI‘F"I-'il.'IIJ:E]_'r' |‘:ih’!d ]EH‘PI:
“All of the bodies were s0 badly chareed we used
iren barrel hoops under the necks and limbs to move
them,"”
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Fhis pointing II:I_'r Mel Kishner gnr;rﬁ.u':-qrfﬂ'v ifeatrates dhe ,n".-'_q.hr 1—._I|' vietinis
trapped in suck oullying areas @5 the Sugar Hyshes,

the intention of n1|1[1]n:;'i11; these latler o dr}'
my socks and Hl'lm'si_. now the -::tll}' pt:fx*sunﬁiutlﬂ
left me, | touched them but found that they
were still intolerably hot. Yet, strange to say,
numbers of men were lying—some face down-
ward—across these iron circles. Whether they
wWers f]f_!'ﬂl.'l:. Or; fl:'nl.']i.‘ rL'lE E]n‘:u =l ]nmrtlsihlu .r]"“l]'.l
the effects of damp and cold, were seeking the
warmth that the sand afforded me, 1 cannot
sav: | was suffering too intensely mvself to
attend 1o them.

My eves were now beginning to canse me
the maost acute pnfn._ and this |rrcr1.'gs£] the case,
to & greater or less extent, with all those whe
had not covered theira during the long storm
of fire through which we had passed. Notwith-
standing I had kept head and face streaming
with water, the heat had nevertheless injured
my &yes grfﬂl[}', !hnugh at the moment | was
almost unconzcious of the circumstance. The
intense pain they now caused, joined to g feel-
ing of utter exhaustion, kept me for a length
of time extended on the earth, When able, T
dried my wet garments, one after the other,
at the h]uzin{_', ruing, and those near me did the
same, As each individual thought of himself,
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withaut ]'r:Ean'mE his nr.i;_'_'hlmr, the task was
easy cven Lo thi most sr:ntpuluu:.- and delicate,
Putting on dry clothes afforded immediate
relief to the pain and oppression of my chest,
enabling me to breathe with more ease. Finally
dﬂ:r' dﬂ‘-\n‘_.‘f] an 4 seenc '."r'i:ﬂ'l "|'r'1'|_05[' ilnrrnr !lr“':
ruin none were ag yel [uil}' uuqu:timeu:], I re
ceived a friendly summons to proceed to an-
other spot where the greater number of those
who had escaped were assembled, but the in.
flammation of my eyes had rapidly angmented,
ﬂ.]'ld I Was Moy Pl?r”L"ﬂ-"_‘l}' L'I'“.Tl.i:l. 5'.‘:!1"{".1'!“[" l&(!
me, however, to the place of vefuge. It was a
little valley near the river's edge, completely
sheltered by sand hills, and proved to be the
very place where [ had intended taking refuge
the evening previous, though prevented reach-
ing it by the violence of the hurricane. Some
had succeeded in attaining it and had suffered
comparatively far less than we had done. The
tempest of fire had passed, as it were, above
this spot, leaving untouched the shrubs and
|:|a11l5 gruwing within it.

Behold us then, all assembled in this valley
like the survivors after a battle—some safe
and well, others more or less wounded: some
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were very much so, especially a poor old
woman who, fearing to enter the river com.
pletely, had lain crouched on the bank, partly
in the water, partly out of it, and. consequent-
ly, exposed to the Hames. She was now
stretched on the grass, fearfully burned, and
suffering intense agony, Lo judge from her
heart-rending moanz and cries. Az she was
dying, and had asked for me. [ was brought to
her, though 1 fear I proved but a poor con-
soler, | could not unclose my inflamed eyes,
comaled F-I!.l!.l‘l.‘!l_’,]:l.-' HEN"..I]L; and felt so exhausted and
depressed myself, that it waz difficult to impart
courage to others. The poor sufferer died
shortly after.

Those among us wha had sufficient slrengtl:
for the task dispersed in different directions
to seek information concerning the friends
whom they had not vet seen, and returned with
appalling tidings relating to the general ruin
und l,|'|r~ :I'IIJI'I'J]:JI'.I.‘ of :]::ull!s b}r fire, One of these
told me that he had crossed to the other side
of the river, and Tound all the houses az well
as the church in ashes, while numbers of
vorpses were lving by the wayside, so much
disfigured by fire as o be ht:].'uud recognition,

“Well.” T replied, “*since it iz thus, we will
all proceed 1o Marinette, where there is a fine
church, new presbytery, and school house,
capable of lodging a great number.”

About eight o’elock, a large tent, brought om
by the Company, was erected for the purpose
of sheltering the women, children, and the
sick, As soon as it was prepared someone came
and ur[_';ed me Lo prnﬁt of it. 1 cu:np[iu{l, anl
stretched myzelf in a corner, taking up as little
plare as possible, so as to leave room for
others, But the man employed by the Company
to superintend the erection of the tent had
evidently escaped all injury to his eyes during
the night, {for he perceived me al once. He was
one of thoze coarse and brutal natures that
geem  inaceessible lo every kindly feeling
though he manifested a remarkable interest in
l] [ wt‘."un‘,' ﬂE '.]'H? ].ﬂ.diﬁ'.", u[]{] h’::-ul:l ﬂ“(] W ILOe
but them under his tent. As soon as his glance
fell on me he ordered me oul, accompanying
the rude eommand with o perfect torrent of
inzulting words and blasphemies. Without re.
ply I turned over. passing beneath the canvass,
and quickljr found m}'ﬂe]f outside, One of the
ladies present raised her voice in my defense,
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and vainly sought to give him a lesson im
politeness. | never heard the name of this man,
and rejoice that it is unknown to me.

Ten o'clock arvived. After the sufferings of
the night previous, many longed for a cup of
hot tea or =~ulh.~e, hut such a Iu}mr}' WHS 2I-
tirely out of our reach, amid the desolation
and roin surrounding us. Some of the voung
men. after a close search, found and brovght
back a few cabbages from a neighboring feld,
lill‘llli." ouler |t:Ei'h'EE|.| 'W]I.iL'E] were lhnrnughi}'
scorched, were removed, and the inner part
cut into thin slices and distributed among
those ecapable of eating them. A morsel of eold
raw cabbage was not likely to prove of muech
use in our then state of exhaustion, but we had
nothing better at hand,

At length the people of Marinette were in-
farmed of our condition, and, about one
o'elock, several vehicles laden with bread,
coffes, and tea arrived. These vehicles were
commissioned at the same time to bring back
as many of our number as they could contain,
Anxious to obtain news from Marinette, 1 en-
quir:rti of ome of the men sent to our assistance
if Marinetle had also soffered from the ﬁer}'
SCOUTEE,

“Thank God, Father, no one perished,
though all were dreadfully alarmed. We have
had many houses, however, burned, All the
mills and houses from our church down to the
HH}" hﬂ."r'f.'- a__."t}nf:.”

“And the church#”

It is burned.™

II""I.I:I.l'} hll.l:l{l-‘."-ulnt‘ FIf{'FJ::I_'r'tL'r:'.' ‘.r'l &

“Burned.”

“The new schoolhouse?”

“Burned alss,”

Ah! And 1 had prumimci Lhe o unfor-
tunates of Peshtigo to bring them to Marinette
and shelter them in those very buildings, Thus
1 found myself bereft in the same hour of my
two churches, two preshyteries, and school-
huu.u-, az well as of all privut:r p]'npcrtlv ]',ue-
longing to them or to myzelf.

ETWEEN ONE AND TWO O'CLOCK 1 Jeft

in one of the wagons for Marinette, and
after arriving there, sojourned for some time
at the residence of one of my parishioners,
Mr. F. Garon, receiving under his hospitable
roof all the care my condition rt:rluired,
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The two banks of the river respectively
named Marinette and Menominee and which,
united, formed another parish, were strangely
changed in appearance. These Lwo sister towns,
ome situated on the south and the other on the
north side of the river, were no longer recog-
nizable. Life and activity had entirely given
place to silence and a species of woeful stupe-
faction. A few men only were to be seen going
backwards and forwards, looking after their
property, or asking details concerning the con-
flagration at Peshtigo from those who had just
arrived from that ill-fated spot. No women
were Lo be seen in the streets nor even in the
houses, the latter having been abandoned. The
children, too, with their joyous outeries and
noisy mirth had dizappeared from the scene.
These shores, a short while since so animated,
now resembled a rlr;sr.rt, and it was a move-
ment of overwhelming and uncontrollable
terror that had created, as it were, this soli-
tude, a terror which dated from the preceding
night when the tempest of fire came surging
on from Peshtigo, consuming all that part of
Marinette that Ia}' mn its pﬁ_th. Inl{_‘l]igcncc of
the fate that had overtaken Peshtigo farther
inereased this general feeling of alarm il it
culminated in a perfect panic. Dreading a
similar catastrophe to that of Peshtizo, many
families hastened towards the Bay, tmlmrk[ng
on the steamers, Union, Dunlop, and 3t
Joseph, which had been kept near the shore so
as to afford a refuge to the terrified inhabitants,
The consternation was indescribable, and one
unfortunate man on arriving panting and
breathless at the boat fell dead from fear or
{-:xhaust'u;m. These hos,h afrnrdec{ un}'il'u'.n;:_ |'|1,l|;
a zafe place of refuge, for if the conflagration
had broken out as suddenly and raged as
fiercely as it had done at Peshtigo, nothing
could have preserved them from the flames,
and the only alternative left to those on board
would have been death by fire or water. Fear,
however, is generally an untrustworthy coun-
sellor, and the expedients it suggests remark-
ably ill chosen. The inhabitants of Marinette
and Menominee passed the night of October
eighth dispersed in the different boats, and it
15 UNMEeCessary ko w:]rf that fE'hl' alept :luring
those hours of strange anxiety. Terror effec-
tually banished slumber, producing the result
fear generally does on the Christian zoul, turn-
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ing it instinclively to prayer, even as the
terror-stricken child casts itself into the arms
of the mother it has summoned to itz help.
What are we, poor mortals, exposzed to the wild
fury of the unchained elements, but helpless
children? The Catholiczs prezent with one ac.
cord cast themselves on their knees and prayed
aloud, imploring the Ruler of the elements to
stay Hiz vengeful arm and spare His people.
They prayed without shyness or human re-
spect. Doubtless, there were present those who
had perhaps never learned to pray, or who had
forgotien how to accomplish that all important
-:lutj-'._, and lhr:m'. [atter r.nii.;ht lr|. uthcr circum-
stances have felt annoyed at such public mani-
festations of devetion., but in this hour of
common peril, all hearts involuntarily turned
towards heaven as their only resource. There
were no tokens of im;rt:d'ulit].r, impitty, or
bigotry evineed by any. The Protestants who
were present, being unacquainted with the
Cathalic formula of prayer, could not unite
their supplications with those of the latter, but
they encouraged them to continue their deve.
tions, and when they paused, solicited them to
recommence. Danger is a suceessful teacher,
its influence immediate and irresistible. No
reasoning suceeads so gquickly in making mien
comprehend the greamess of God and their
own insignificance, His almighty power and
their own helplessness, Naug}lt else detaches
souls so completely from earth and raises them
towards Him on whom we all l;]E‘PQ_"l'_Id.

The preceding details, furnished by individ-
uals coming and going from the boats, were
full of interest to me, During this time T re-
mained with my kind host, Mr, Garon, being
too ill even to leave the house. The kind atten-
tiomz of which | was the abject soon restored
me in some degree to health, Tuesday evening,
I was able to visit several persons who had
heen injured more or less grievously by fire,
and to prepare the dying for their last end, as
far a= laj.' in My power, in the total absence of
evervthing necessary on the zad oceasion, Feel-
ing strong enough, T resolved to Teturn to
Peshtizo on Tuesday night, and commenced
my preparations. The clothes T wore had been
greatly injured by my long sojourn in the
water, and I would have willingly replaced
them, but found thiz impossible. The store.
keepers, fearing a similar misfortune to that
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which had overtaken the merchants of Pesh-
tigo, had packed up the greater part of their
merchandise and buried it 1 could get nothing
save a suit of coarse vellow material such as
workmen wear whilat enzaged in sawmillz. In
the absence of something better it had to an-
BWET, and aboul ten o’clock at ILigl':t I went on
board a steammboat about leaving for Green Bay,
calling previously, however, at Peshtiga. The
night was very stormy, and it was only about
daybreak that we ventured to land. the water
jﬂfi“g \.'f:l.‘_'yf Tl'l“z'._ﬂ}l 'I-'Iu'l'“'.:l'l e Tt‘.ﬂﬂhﬂﬂ Pﬂﬁl‘lli.gﬂ
landing, which was about nine or ten in the
morning. | remained there only a few hours,
during which tire T visited the sick beds of
several victims of the conflagration.

About one o'clock in the aflternoon a car
wis [eaving for Pt.shtigu_. mm\'i:}rlng thither
men who went daily there for the purpose of
seeking out and burying the dead. 1 took my
place with them. The locomotives belonging
to the Company, having been burned, were
now replaced by horses, and we progressed
thus till we came up with the track of the fire,
We walked the reat of the way, a distance of
half a league. and this gave me ample oppor-
tunity for examining thoroughly the devasta.
tion and ruin wrought, both by fire and by
wind. Alas, much as I had heard on the sad
subject, I was still unprepared for the melan-
choly spectacle that met my gaze,

It iz a painful thing to have to speak of
seemes which we Teel convineed no pen could
fully describe nor words do justice to, Tt was
oIl t]m t.‘lr.!.rr.nth of [:Intnl:rcr, Wi:dmzaﬂa}' a.ftx:r-
noon, that [ revizsiled for the first time the site
of what had once heen the town of Peshtigo.
O the houses, trees, fences that T had looked
on three days ago nothing whatever remained,
save a few blackened posts still standing, as if
to attest the impetuous fury of the fiery
element that had thus destroyed all before it
Wherever the foot chanced to fall it rested on
aszhes, The iron tracks of the railroad had
been twisted and curved into all sorts of
shapes, whilst the wood which had supported
them no longer existed. The tranks of mighty
trises had been reduced to mere cinders, the
blackened hearts alone remaining. All around
these trunks, 1 perceived a number of holes
running downwards deep in the earth. They
were the sockets where the roots had |at.-r:]:;'
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been. I plunged my cane into one of them,
thinking what must the violence of that fire
have bheen_ which ravaged not only the surface
of the earth, but penetrated s0 deeply into its
bosom, Then 1 turned my wondering gaze in
the direction where the town had ]ah:ly stood,
but nothing remained to point out its site
except the boilers of the two locomotives, the
iron of the wagon wheels, and the brick and
stonework of the factory. All the rest was a
desert the desolation of which was sufficient to
draw tears from the eves of the spectator—a
desert recalling a field of battle after a san-
guinary conflict. Charred carcasses of horses,
cows, oxen, and other animals lay scattered
here and there” The bodies of the human vic.
tims—mmen, women, and children—had been
already collected and decently interred—their
number being easily azcertained by counting
the rows of freshly-made graves. To find the
streets was a difficult task, and it was not with-
out considerable trouble that 1 succeeded at
length in ascertaining the site where my house
had lately stood. My next care was to look for
the spot where | had buried my trunks and
other valuables, This I discovered by means
of the shovel which T had emploved in digging
the trench and which | had thrown to a short
distance, my task completed, There it still lav,
half of the handle burned off, the rest in good
order, and I employed it once again to disinter
my effeetz. On moving the sand, a dizagresable
odor, somewhat resembling that of brimstone,
exhaled from it. My linen appeared at the first
glance Lo be in a state of perfect preservation,

T All other aceountz mention that in addition to
the ruinz noted by Father Pernin, a partially com-
]:.]1~I|,1||. dwelling survived the dizaster, one side of
which had been borned to cinders while the side fac
ing the fire had not even been senrched, A photo-
graph of the house, showing one of the charred beams
whichh was included in the final construction, ap-
peared in the Wilwankee Journal, Octoher &, 1931,
An appendix to the Fiseonsin dssembly fonrnal of
Proceedings, 1873, page 175, liste the following lossin
property and livestock: 27 schoolhooses, 9 churehes;
050 dwellings: 1,028 barns and seables: 116 horses:
157 working cattle; 266 cows and heifers; 201 sheep;
and 306 hogs, The fizures undonbtedly are incom-
plete, since many homesteads were g0 completely
destroved that no trace of any living thing could he
found, The heaviest individual loser was William G.
Ogden, the Chicago railenad magnate, whe is re-
puted 1o have lost three million dollars in the Pesh-
tign and Chicago firee. Wells, Fire at Pesheigo, 142,
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Tilton, Great Fires in Wisconsin

Wood engraving of the Peshrigo Schoolkouse priar
ter the fire.

having kept even its whiteness, with the ex-
ception of the pleats, which were somewhat
discolored ; but on touching it, it fell to pieces
as if the substance had been consumed by some
slow, peculiar process, or traversed by elee-
tricity. Whilst touching on this subject we may
add that many fell a shock of earthquake at
the moment that everything on the surface of
the earth was trembling before the violence of
the hurricane. Here again was a total loss,
'ﬁ, few [:uh"lm-.d hri::ksz muheﬂ l.':'l:'!.'!itﬂ]., with
crosses and crucifixes more or less destroved,
alone pointed out where my house had onee
been, while the charred remains of my poor
dog indicated the zite of my bedroom. I fol-
lowed then the road leading from my house 1o
ﬂm :r:i1,'r'r: ﬂnd u‘h;{:h was the one | had taken
on the night of the catastrophe. There, the car.
casse2 of animals were more numerous than
elsewhere, especially in the neighborhood of
the bridge. 1 saw the remains of my poor horse
in the spot where I had last met him, but so
disfigured by the fiery death through which
he had passed that T had some difhculty in
recognizing him.

Those who have a horse, and appreciate the
valuable services he renders them, will not feel
surprised at my speaking twice of mine, There
exists between the horse and his master a
species of friendship akin to that which unites
two friends, and which in the man frequently
survives the death of hiz fourfooted com-
panion,

Whilst wandering among the ruins [ met
several persons, with some of whom I entered
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into conversation. One was a bereaved father
seeking hiz mizzing children of whom he had
as yel learned nothing, “If, at least,” he said
to me, with a look of indescribalble H.I:!],:,:"'Ll'i.l'i]'l.,
“T could find their bones, but the wind has
swepl away whatever the fire 5pnrmi.’1 Children
were seeking for their parents, brothers for
their brothers, hushands for their wives, but 1
saw no women amid this scene of horror which
it would have been almost i:npl;-;iz“rh: for them
to contemplate. The men I met. thoze sorrow-
['Ll.l 55!1:"“’_‘["5- f‘}r thi‘ ‘:Ini'!ﬂd.. h?;l’.'] a”_ RLJIFETEEI ITLOTE
ar less in the battle against wind and fire.
Some had had a hand burned, others an arm
or side; all were clothed in blackened, ragged
garments, appearing, each one from his look
of woeful sadness and miserable condition,
like a ruin among ruinz. They pointed out to
me the places where they had found such and
such individuals: there a mother lay prone on
her face, pressing to her bosom the child she
had vainly striven to save from the devouring
element: here a whole Iumil}', father, mr:rlhcr?
and children, lving together, blackened and
mutilated by the fire fiend. Among the ruins
of the boarding house belonging 1o the Com-
pany, more than seventy bodies were found,
dishgured to such a fearful extent that it was
im].m:léiihlﬂ to tell either their age or Sex.
Farther on twenty more had been drawn from
a well. One of the workmen engaged in the
construction of the church was found. knife in
hand, with his threat cut, two of his children
|_1.ir|;_.; beside him in a similar ﬂo[t:]{tinn; while
his wife lay a little farther off, having evident-
Iy been burned to death, The name of this man
was Towsley,® and during the whaole summer
he had worked at the church of Peshtigo.
Doubtless seeing his wife fall near him, and
l‘rr}unmiuﬁ convineed of the ulter impr:sﬁihi]ily
of escaping a fiery death, his mind became
troubled, and he put an end to his own exist-
ence and that of his children. There were
several other similar cases of suicide arising
frUIﬂ LI:IE =EImne 5&[1 CHLIBEE,

These heartrending accounts, combined with
the fearful desolation that met my gaze

L _J|.|||_'||.'n-i||==]:| thie implication here iz that the hodies
were found in Peshtige, they were actually discovered
in the Lower Sugar Bush. In the list of recognized
bodies. printed in the appendiz 1o the Assembly
Jonrnal, 1873, the futher is given as C. K. Tousley,
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wherever it turned, froge my veinz with
harrar!

LAS! that I should have to record an

incident such as should never have hap-
pened in the midst of that woeful scene!
Whilst struggling with the painful impressions
produced in my mind by the spectacle on
which 1 ]noki:d, my altention was aftracted to
another quarter by the sound of voices, raised
in loud excitement. The cause of the tumult
was this: In the midst of the universal con-
sternation pervading all minds, a man was
found degraded enough to insult not only the
general sorrow and mourning but also death
itself. Enslaved by the wretched viee of avarice,
he had just been taken in the act of despoiling
the bodies of the dead of whatever objects the
fire had spared. A jury was formed; his
punishment put to the vote, and he was unani-
mnur-“-l}' condemned to be hnngm! on the zpot.
But where was a rope to be found? The fire
had spared nothing. Somebody proposed auh.
stituting for the former an iron chain which
had been employed for drawing logs, and one
was aceordingly brought and placed around
the criminal’s neck. Execution was difficult
under the circumstances; and whilst the pre-
parations dragged slowly on, the miserable
man loudly implored mercy. The pity inspired
by the mournful surroundings softened at
thrlgih the hm:rr_': of thrr juﬂg‘erﬂ._ anr], nfh:r
having made him erave pardon on his knees
for the sacrilegious thefts of which he had
been guilty, they allowed him o go free. T
may have been that they merely intended
frig}llti]ing him,

Weary of noize and tumult, and longing for
solitude, T left my pl'm’inu:& companiﬂns, and
followed for a considerable distance that road
to Oconto on which 1 had seen so many
vehicles entering. turning their backs on the
river to which I was hastening with the taber-
nacle, I had not gone far before I saw much
more than I would have desired to see. All in
this line had perished, and perished in masses,
for the vehicles were erowded with unfor-
tunates who, flying from death, had met it all
the sooner and in its most horrible form. In
those places where the flames had enfolded
their victims in their fiery clasp, nothing now
waz to be seen but calcined bones, charred
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mortal remains, and the iron circles of the
wheels. It was with some difficulty that the
human relics could be distinguished from
those of the horses. The workmen of the Com-
pany were emploved in collecting these sad
memorials and burying them hy the wayside,
there to remain till such time as the friends
nf the dead miglll wish to reclaim and inter
them in a more suitable manner.

1 left them at their mournful task, and re-
turned to the site where our church had so
lately stood. There also all was in ashes, noth-
ing remaining save the church bell. The latter
had been thrown a distance of fifty feet; one
half was now lying there intact, while the other
part had melted and 5ph’.:ml over the sand in
gilvery leaves. The voice of thiz bell had been
the last sound heard in the midst of the hurri-
cane. Its logubrious note yet seems al limes
to strike on my ear, veminding me of the
horrars of which it was a forerunner.

The g'ravu:,'arr] |5|:.-' elose to the church, and
| entered and waited there; for I expected
momentarily the arrival of a fuperal. Tt was
that of & voung man who had died the eve.
ning previous. in consequence of the terrible
burna he had received. Never was burial ser-
vice more poverty-striken nor priest more
utterly destitute of all things necessary for the
performance of the sad ceremony. Nor church,
nor house, nor surplice, stole nor breviary:
nothing save praver and a heartfelt benedic-
i,:in:rt. I ha{] fclt this :']::stitutio:rt ._-r.tHI mare
keenly on two or three previous occasions
when asked by the dyving for the sacrament of
Extreme Unction, which it was out of my
power, alaz, to adminizster to them. I left the
graveyard with a heavy heart, and turned my
steps in the r“rm‘:liun of the riva:r, whll:lﬂ I had
to cross in order to seek for my tabernacle
with whose ultimate fate 1 was unacquainted.
A bright ray of consolation awaited me and
seldom was consolation more needed.

I crossed the river on the half-charred
beams of the hri&g:: which had been joined
together so as to offer a means of passage,
though a very perilous one, to those who chose
to trust themselves to it. I had barely reached
the other side when one of my parishioners
hastened to meet me, jovlully exclaiming:
“Father, do vou know what has happened to
vour tabernacle?”

“Mo, what is it?"
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“Come quickly then, and see. Oh! Father, it
is a great miracle!™

I hurried with him to that part of the river
into which I had pushed as far as possible my
wazon containing the tabernacle. This wagon
had been blown over on its side ]1].-' the storm;
whilst the tabernacle itself had been caught up
|1:.r the wind and cast on one of the ingﬁ flisat-
ing on the water. Evervihing in the immediate
vicinity of thiz spot had been blackened or
charred by the fames: logs, trunks, hoxes,
nothing had Es:::apml. yel, slrange Lo say, there
rose the tabernacle, intact in its snowy white-
ness, presenting a wonderful contrast to the
orimy hlacknes: of the surrounding ohjects.
I left it in the spot where it had thus been
thrown by the tempest for two days, 20 as to
give all an opportunity of seeing it, Numbers
Came, lh:}unr_rh of course in that time of horror
and dezolation there were many too deeply en-
grossed with their own private griels to pay
attention to aught elze. The Catholics zenerally
regarded the fact as a miracle, and it was
spoken of near and far, attracting great atten-
tion,

Alaz! Nothing is more evanescent than the
salutary impressions produced on the mind of
man by divine blegsingz or punishments. Time
and the precceupations of life efface even the
very remembrance of them, How few there are
among the rare survivors of the fire that swept
P{es]'tt,'lgn fram the face of the earth who still
gee the power of God in the calamity that then
overwhelmed them as well as in the preserva-
tion of the tabernacle, events which at the time
of their vecurrence made so deep an impres-
sicm on their minds.

When the duties which had detained me
three dayz amid these mournful scenes were
completed, T took the tabernacle from the place
which it had occupied of late and sent it on
to Marinette where [ intended soon ﬁujing
mass. When the right time arrived, T forcibly
opened the tiny door. There—vircumstance as
wonderful as the preservation of the tabernacle
in the midst of the conflagration—1 found the
consecrated Host intact in the monstrance
while the wiolent concussions the ciborium
must have undergone had not caused it even
to open. Water had not penetrated within, and
the flames had respected the interior as well az
exterior, even lo the silky tissue lining the
sides, All was in a state of perfect preservation !
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ﬁm SRCTEL’] D]'!ji.'(.'-‘t% I:h(:uugh '[]{PEF[:EL‘:-;“# iﬂ
reality but little intrinsic value, arve neverthe-
less priceless in my eves, | prize them az most
precious relics, and never look at or touch
them without feeling penetrated with senti-
ments of love and veneration such as no other
hol].r 1.'{-:55&!5, however rich and Iairaulifu]_. eould
awake within me. In the little chapel at Mari-
nette, which replaces the church burned there
more than two years azo, the same tabernacle
is on the altar and contains the same mon-
strance and ciboriam which were so wonder-
fully preserved from the fHames, and., daily,
during the holy sacrifice, 1 use them with a
species of religious triumph as trophies of
God's exceeding mercy snatched so marvel-
lously from destruction,

I must beg my readers to return with me
for a litthe while to the banks of Peshtigo
River—but not to linger there long. Before
removing the tabernacle T was busily occupied
three davs and two nights, now in seeking for
the dead, then in taking up from the water
var'ioua D]?jCEFIF- which 1 had thrown ]:hj." arms-
fuls, at the moment of leaving mv house, into
the wagon and which had heen overturned
with it into the river. The most precious of all
these was the chalice, which 1 was fortunate
cnoug]‘l Lo ﬁn:I, Lngtrrhr.r with the paten. M}'
search was greatly facilitated by the opening
of the dam and letting out of the waters which
were here fifteen or twenty feet in depth. This
step was necessary for the finding of the
corpses of those persons who, either seized
by crampsz, or drawn in by the current, had
been drowned during the night of the hurri-
CAane,

For the space of these thres days our only
habitation was the tent, the shelter of which
had been so arbitrarily refuzed me the preced-
ing Monday. It covered us during our meals,
which we took s-l:anﬂing and as best we l"‘!l}llltL
and during the night protected the slumbers of
thoze who could sleep. a thing 1 feund im-
possible. Our beds were made on a most
economical plan—the river sand formed our
substitute for matiresses, and a ﬂngli: blanket
constituted our covering,

ﬂ'u_rirler this p-eriml I first learned the fate
of the city of Chicago. A physician, come from
Fond du Lac to attend to the sick and barned,
brought & newspaper with him, and in it we
read of the terrible ravages wrought by fire,
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on the same night, and, strange to say, about
the same hour, not only at Peshtigo but in
many other places and above all at Chicago.
This great conflagration at Chicago proclaimed
to the world by the myriad voices of journal
and telegraph, created far and wide an im.
mense outhurst of compassion in favor of the
unfortunate city, diverting entively the general
attention from the far more appalling calam-
ities of which we had been the hapless vietims.

N THE AFTERNOON of Friday, the
thirteenth, 1T had about finished my
labors on the desolate banks of Peshtige River,
The corpses found had all been decently in-
lrrrf:d, and the zick and maimed carried to
diffevent places of aafety. Exhausted with
fatigue and privation, T felt T could not bear
up much longer, and accordingly took place in
a wagon that had brought us supplies, and was
oW ruturning to Gunntn in w].'liul:l, latter town
I had friends who were awaiting my arrival
with friendly impatience. I enjoyed two days
of the rest at the residence of Father Vermore
[A. Vermere ], the excellent parish priest of
the French church. Mul:da}' fullﬁw]n,'.'; I left for
Green Bay to visit his Lordship, Bishop Joseph
}TEI!?ITL‘T. fIH'H.';]., 3]3.5, BVEIl oW whilﬂ I writ&
these lines.
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As olten happens in such cases, the most
vontradictory rumors had been circulated with
regard to myself. Some declared that T had
been burned in the church whither 1 had gone
to pray a moment previons to the outburst of
the storm, others asserted that T had met a
fiery death in my vwn abode, whilst many were
equally positive that 1 had perished in the
TRV,

On Eming me the Eishnp, wha had |1u1urn]l}-
been rendered anxious by these contradictory
reports, eagerly exclaimed : Oh! at last! T have
been so troubled about you! Why did you not
wrile?" *My Lord, 1 could not,”™ was my rt:p]}r_.
“I had neither pen, ink, nor paper, nothing
but river water.”

He I'.El:‘]’l!'.‘]’nl]._':l}" offered me -F_,\."ET:.-‘ ﬂ';i.ng I re-
quired, either from his library or wardrobe,
but 1 declined the kind offer, as there were
still & number of my parishioners on the river
Menominee and it was for them to help, not
him, He then wished to appoint me to another
parish, declaring that 1 merited repose after
all T had endured, and that a farther sojourn
among my people, poor and decimated in num-
ber, would be only a continuation of suffering
and hard toil. Remembering, however, that my
parizhioners would thus be left without a
priest at & time when the ministrations of one
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would be doubly necessary to them, recaﬂing.
also, how much better it was that their poverty
and privations should be shared by ane who
knew and loved them, 1 solicited and obtained
permission to remain among my fock. Soon,
however, the suflerings 1 had endured began
to tell on my constitution; and to such an ex-
tent that, having been invited by the Rev, Me,
[P.] Crud, parish priest of Green Bay, to
preach on All Saints, he was told by Bishop
Melcher he must not count on me as my brain
was seriously injured by the fiery ordeal
through which 1 had passed. I cannot well say
whether this was rr.:-:”lv the case, | know that T
was terribly feeble, and hoping that a few
months” repose might restore my health, | re-
solved to travel, determined to make the trip
conducive at the same time o the welfare of
my impoverished parishes. My first intention
was to visit Louisiana J':rll]rning |:|:r' the East,
but 1 was destined soom to learn thal my
strength was unequal to the task. Arrived at St
Lowis, T was attacked by a fever that kept me
confined to the bed each da}- for three or four
hours, and which made sad inreads om the
small stock of health left me. Accordingly 1
went no farther. The kind people of St. Louis
showed me a great deal of sympathy, and 1
made friendz among them whom I can never
I'r;rge.t_. and whom rm:cLing with once more
wauld be a source of greal pleasu:'e. I will not
mention their names here, but they are written
on my heart in ineflaceable characters. 1 can do
nothing myself to prove my gratitude, but T will
whisper their names to our most powerful and
most clement Lady of Lourdes, in her church
of Tlriﬂr"lnr:tt-r'. and she will atone for my -
capacity,

Having mentioned the claimsz of the inhab.
itants of St. Louie on my gratitude, it would
be unjust on my part to pass in silence over
those of my own parishioners and friends in
Wizconsin, who spontaneously offered me help
in the first moments of distress. Ah, lhn*g.' are
nat forgotten! Very pleasant iz it to recall
these warm expressions of svmpathy, spring.
ing directly from the heart. Amongsl many
similar traits, well do I remember the words
of a friend in Oconto who, wishing me to
aceepl decent garments ta mph.::& thoze which
I had brought back from the conflagration ex-
claimed on my persistent refusal. T insist,
for well 1 know that, if 1 happened to be in
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your place, you would equally desire to render
me a similar service,”

T MAY BE a=z well to record here some of
the extraordinary phenomena and peculiar
characteristica of the strange fire that wrought
so much desolation, though 1 was not person-
ally a witness to them all. T was too near the
inner portion of the circle to be able to see
much of whal was pu.using on the outside. It is
not he who iz in the middle of the combat that
has the hest view of the battle and its details,
but rather the man who contemplates it from
some elevated point overlooking the plain,

Whole forests of huge maples, deeply and
strongly rooted in the scil, were torn up,
twisted and broken, as if they had been willow
wands. A tree standing upright here or there
was an exception to an almost general rule,
Thl?rr [El_‘r’ t]]n.'ir: Cl]ilill'i‘.ll I::Ii I.I:H.':' If}ffﬂl‘ilq ]Il.‘:a.].'rEd
up one over the other in all imaginable posi-
tions, their branches reduced to cinders, and
their trunks caleined and blackened. Many as.
severated that thev had seen large wooden
houses torn from their foundations and caught
up like straws by two opposing currents of
air which raised them till they came in contact
with the stream of fire. They then burst into
flames, and, exposed thus to the fury of two
fierce elements, wind and fire, were torn to
pieces and reduced to ashes almost simul-
taneously,

Still, the swiftness with which thiz hurri-
cane, seemingly composzed of wind and fire
together, advanced, was in no degree propor-
tioned to its terrible force. By computing the
length of time that elapsed between the rising
of the tempest in the southwest. and its sub-
siding in the northeast, it will he easily seen
that the rate of motion did not exeesd two
leagues an hour. The hurricane moved in a
circle, advancing slowly, as if to give time to
prepare Lor its coming,

Many ecircumstances tended to prove that
the intensity of the heat produced by the fire
was in some places extreme, nay unheard of,
I have already mentioned that the lames pur.
sued the roots of the trees into the very depths
of the earth, consuming them to the last inch,
I plunged my cane down into these cavities,
and convineed myzelf that nothing had staved
the course of combustion save the utter want
of anything to feed on. Hogsheads of nails
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were found 1_'111ir1:1}' mielted L}mugil lj'ing oul-
side the direct path of the Hames. Immenze
numbers of fish of all sizes died, and the
morning after the storm the river was covered
with them. It would be impossible to decide
ﬁhat Was t]'u:. FRl NTETE t_rf t]'urir 1|+:ath. I ey hawve
been owing to the intensity of the heat, the
want of air necessary to respiration—the air
being violently sucked in by the current tend.
ing upwards to that fierce focus of Hame—or
they may have been killed by some poisonous
EEH.

It is more than probable that for a moment
the air was impregnated with an inllammable
mas most destructive to human life. 1 have
already mentioned the tiny globules of fire 1v-
ing about my house at the moment 1 quitted it
Whilst on my way Lo the river, | met now and
then gusts of an air utterly unfit lor respira-
tion, and was obliged on these occasions to
throw myself on the ground to regain my
breath, unbess already prostrated involuntarily
by the violence of the wind. Whilst standing in
the river I had naticed, as 1 have already re-
lated, on L'usling my eve upwmaa, a sea of
Hame, as it were, the immense waves of which
were in a state of violent commotion, rolling
tumultuously one over the other, and all at a
prodigions height in the sky, and, consequent-
ly, far from any combustible material. How
can this phenomenon be explained without ad-
mitking the supposition that immense coan-
titiez of gas were accumulated in the air??

Strange to say there were many corpses
found, bearing about them no traces of scars
or burns, and yvet in the pockets of their habili-
ments, equally uninjured, watches, cents, and
other articles in metal were dizeovered com-
pletely melted. How was it also that many
escaped with their lives here and there on the
cleared land as well as in the woods? The
pr::-I‘u],:.‘rn. is a f]“ﬁ{:u]_t one: to so]wr. The tempf:.st
did oot rage in all parts with equal fury, but
escape from itz power was a mere affair of
chance. None could boast of having displayed
more presence of mind than others. Generally
speaking, those who happened to be in low
|}Fing land&, mpﬂcia"]' t;]ﬂﬁ-t? Lo &xc.ﬂruﬁons ar
even freshly ploughed earth with which they
could cover themselves, as the Indians do,
succeeded in saving their lives. Moat {requent-
ly the torrent of fire passed at a certain height
from the earth, touching ouly the most elevated
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portions, Thus no one could meet it standing
erect without paving the penalty of almast
instantaneous death.

When the horricane burst upon us, many,
surprised and terrificd, ran out to see whal was
the matter. A number of these persons assert
that thev then witnessed a phenomenon which
may be classed with the marvelons. They saw
a large black object, resembling a balloon,
which object revolved in the air with great
rapi:!it}', advancing abvove the summils of the
trees towards a house which it seemed to single
out for destruction. Rar:-*l}' had it touched the
latter when the balloon burst with a loud re-
port, like that of a bombshell, and, at the same
moment, rivolels of fire streamed out in all
directions. With the rapidity of thought, the
hr:uﬁt.‘ 1'I'tl,[5 ﬂ]]m{:n WHas En‘f'ﬁ':lﬂpf_!f.[ in Elﬂm{!ﬁ
within and without, so that the persons inzide
had no time for escape,

It is somewhat difficult 1o calculate the ex-
tent of territory overrun by the fiery scourge,
on account of the irregularity of the course
followed by the latter. 5till, without exaggera-

* In his report to Governer ', €, Washhurn, Cap-
twin A, J. Lansworthy, chairman of the Green Bay
H,u,-lie:! l:::rmu;i.ll:'e' hl(lhll]'}' |l|.|n|:l1-|:|| the 1hl.5¢l':|" that in-
flammable gas, particulady marsh gas from  peat
awamps whiclh in the preceding weeks had often
burned 1o a depth of three feet, plaved a major role
in increasing the fire's intensity. He enclosed in his
tepert 8 alatement from Inerease A, Lapham sup-
porting the view that “carburctted hydrogen™ pro-
duced great masses of combustible gos resembling
halls of fite which would rhp[r_u]::. an contact with
axygen. Langworthy alan included a letter from C. F,
Chandler of the Columbia Cellege School of Mines
in New York flatly denying that combuostible gases
could be produced in the atmosphere, As a Final
clincher, Langworthy included depositions from Lu-
ther B. Noves, Marinetie judge and editor, and from
- noted chemist on the faculty of the US. Nawal
Academy, both upholding the gas theory. In 1927
Jozeph Bchafer attempied a scientific explunation for
the great fires of 1871, but it remained for Robert
Wells, ucing research reports furniched by the 115,
Fireat Hur\liq;\t' (&) :\Ill.'l'l.'l.l'!f the RUITRESS infe]ligi]:lu: u}[p].l:l]l-
ation for the origin and nature of the fire. Conced-
ing that marsh pas may have plaved a minor mle,
Wells concludes that the convection column—a whirl-
ing chimney of superheated air generated by the fire

sitilidenly hroke theough the blanket of heavier,
amake-laden air into the colder giv .:hm'e._ thus ¢reat.
ing & huge updraft which led to the fire tornado, the
whirlwinds, and the curions phenomena reported by
survivors, See appemldix (o the Adssemddy Jowrnaf,
1673; Jozeph Schafer, “Great Firee of Seventy-One,”
in the Fisconsin Wagazine of History, 11:96-106
{september, 1927); and Wells, Fire af Peshtige,
199214,
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tion, the surface thus rafag&d, exlending from
the southwest to the northeast of Peshtigo,
may he set down as not far from fifteen to
twenty leagues in length by five or six in
width. The number of deaths in Peshtigo, in-
cluding the farmers dwelling in the environs,
waz not less than one thouzand—that is to say,
ahout half of the population. More than eight
hundred known individuals had disappeared;
but there were crowds of strangers, many of
whom had arrived that very morning, whose
had not been registered, and whose
number will ever remain unkmown.

Among those who escaped from the awful
scourge, many have since died, owing to the
hardships then endured, whilst others are
dropping off day by day. A physician belong-
ing to Green Bay has predicted that belore ten
vears all the unfortunate survivors of that
terrible catastrophe will have paid the debt of
nature, victims of the irreparable injury in-
flicted on their constitutions I}}' emoke, ﬂil’?
water, and fire.! If the prediction continues
to be as fait]‘.fu”}' realized in the future as it
has been in the past, myv turn will also come.

May the construction of the Church of Our
Lady of Lourdes, at Marinette, be then com-
pleted, so that seme grateful hearts may pray
there for the repse of my soul,

namss

Epilogue

ROM PESHTIGO the fire roared toward

Marinette, destroyving Pather Pernin’s other
church and its newly built presbytery, but leay-
ing the village mainly intact, Then the fire split
into two forks, the one an the right going on to
consume the v :II-a,gp of "ﬂr_mkuuuee. the one on
the lelt jumping the Menomonee Hiver to rav-

" Although many survivors sabsequently died i
their dreadfnl burne and others were dizabled for
life, the wmidentified physician’s prediction fortu-
nately did not hold troe. When ceremonies were held
on the cightieth saniversary of the fire in October,
1951, nineteen survivors were present o witness the
unveiling of the first officinl stete marker, erecled in
the refurbished Fire Cemetery. The oldest surviver
was 96. As late oz 1958, Fay 5. Dooley, curator of
Old Waile House and a former Peshtizgo resident,
was able o identify six survivers sl ]i\-‘in[_: then,
Milwaukee Jorrnal, October &, 1951; Peskiigo Tines,
Oetober 4, 1951; William F. Stenber, Jr., The Prob-
lem at Peshtigo.” in the Fisconsin Magezine of His-
tory, 43:13-15 (Autumn, 19587,

age the Birch Cresk settlement in Michigan,
killing eight men, two women, and twelve chil-
dren,

Some sources have estimated the number of
dead as 1,200, The Encyelopedia Britannicn
mives a total of 1,152, evidently using the figure
arrived at by Stewart Holbrook in his Burning
An Empire. However, the true total will never
be known, since whaole farmsteads were erased,
leaving no trace, and no one knows how many
itinerant workers died in Peshtigo’s company
boarding house or in its two ehurches to which
many fled in panie, or in isolated logging camps
deep in the surrounding woods, People simply
became piles of ashes or caleinated bounes,
identifiable only if a buckle, a ring, a shawl pin
or some other familiar ul.'rj el survived the in-
credible heat. A painstaking, three-month in-
veatigation by Colonel ). H. Leavenworth, as
printed in the Assembly fowrnal for 1873, lists
the names of only 383 identified dead: 77 in
Peshtigo, 12 in Lincoln, 50 in Brussels, 5 in
Nasawanpee, and 22 in Birch Creek, Michigan.
The heaviest losses were in the Sugar Bushes,
where no convenient viver furnished a refuge
fram the lames. Here a total of 241 identified
bodies were found, of whom 123 were those of
children. How many died subsequently or were
maimed for life is not known. At any rate,
m.'::{;-rding to Leavenworth's ricporl, a year after
the evenl many survivors remained partially or
permanently demented as a result of their or-

deal.

Mews of the disaster did not immediately
reach the oulside world. Isaae Stephenson, the
Marinette lumber baron, on learning of Peshti-
go’s fate, had an emissary sent to Green Bay—
the nearest place where the telegraph lines had
not been burned oul—Lo bransmit a message to
Governor Lucius Fairehild. The message did
not reach Madison until the morning of the
10th. Fairchild and all state officials were in
Chicago, whence they had gone with carloads
of ﬁ-‘l.l|!|.r|i.i.“!'i Lo aid the stricken L:]E]r. A {:apitu-i
clerk ook the tcleﬂrum Loy Mra, F&ir-;'h'ld, 'wh::r
immediately swung into action. For a day this
vemarkable woman, then less than twenty-four,
was to all intents and purposes the governor of
Wisconsin. As her davghter, Mrs. Mary Fair-
child Morris, recalled in a letter to Joseph
Schafer in May, 1927, her mother comman-
deered a boxcar loaded with supplies destined
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Ten wyears after its destruction, as rthis 1801 bird's-eve view demonstrates,

Peshtigo had risen phoenix-like from its ashes. Indicated by the circled numbers

arg the rebuilt Caotholie Church (1), the restored Peshtigo Company Saawmiill
(2}, and the new Congregationnf Church (hefow 3J,

for Chicago, ordered railroad officials to give
it priovity over all other traffic, and then dis-
vovering thal the car contained food and cloth-
ing but no defenses against the October cold,
rallied Madizon women to supply blankets to
stufl into the already loaded car. After the car
was dispatched, Mre, Fairchild issued a public
appeal for contributions of money, clothing,
bedding, and supplies, with the result that a
second boxcar left Madison that night.
Ir!'l!'l'lﬂf“ﬂl.l'[}" i¥n ri::xri‘l.';ng t]'.ll." Nnews uf !J'.l.L"
|}4:.-=|:|L5'r:n disaster, relicl commitlees were Orga-
nized in Green Bay, Oconto, and Marinette;
emergency hospitals were set up for the injured,
and lodgings were found for the homeless sur-
vivors, Eventoally the Green Bay Relief Com-
mittee was augmented by a second in Milwau-
l:i',!:,‘:. ﬂnd ]1an||:.' b | r:ﬂrnrr:lunit}' in the =tate failed
to establish some kind of relief organization.
Following Governor Fairchilds broadeast ap-
peal for aid, contributions began to pour in
from all over the state, the nation, and several
foreign countries. In all, $166.789 was collect-
ed in cash donations, while the United States
sovernment contributed from army supplies
L0 woolen blankets, 1,500 pairs of trousers
and overcoats, 100 wagons with sets of harness,
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and 200,000 rations of hard bread, beans, ba-
con, dried beef, pork, sugar, rice, coffee and
the like,

Slo wly the devastated area began to recover.
SCHUU’hUUH_‘H ﬂlill F.'ll'idHU5 Were rl:l.luill.‘ I'ﬂut]ﬂ
were repaired. Dlespite his substantial losses,
William (. Ogden ordered that hiz wooden-
ware company be rebuilt: others followed suit,
and Peshtigo strugzled back to life. In January,
1873, Governor Cadwallader €. Washburn,
who had succeeded Lucius Fairchild, reported
in the A.ﬁ.mmf)f_}' Jowrnal: “In the month of Jul}r
I vigited the bumt distriet on the penninsula,
as well az on the west side of Green Bay, 1 found
the devastation produced by the fire fiend such
as s impossible for the mind to comprehend
without the aid of the eye. T was pleased to find
that a mujm"ll}' of the ﬁUI‘T]'I.‘Hr5 had ::'.l.urnt.*:]
to their clearings; many had raised fair cvops,
and were hopetul of the futore. ..

Part of the process of reconstruction includ-
ed the rebuilding of Father Pernin’s church,
Our Lady of Lourdes. Tt still stands today on
Main Street in Marinette as a part of Central
Catholic High School, its sanctuary serving as
i :rhap-el and the remainder of the hui]t]iug
az a rehearsal hall.



THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND

THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WISCONSIN

By WiLLiam Convierse Havcoon and Joan SEVERA

N 1967, in an effort to establish a central

reservoir of informabion concerning the
present loeation of items fomerl}r used to
furnish and decorate the White House, the
Smithsonian Inatitution’s Division of Political
History =ent a letter of inquiry to museums
and historical agencies throughout the country.
Margaret Brown Klapthor, writer of the letter
and the Division's assaciate curator, whoze
current interests include the china services
used by snecessive administrations,! was pleas-
antly surprized at the response from the So-
ciely’s Museum, It was somewhal unexpected
that a Midwestern museum would be able to
claim even a small selection of Presidential
china among its holdings.

The collection in question, from the china
services of five Presidents of the United States,
was donated lrj' President Theodore Roosevell
in 19003, Actually, it represents only one of the
many tangible evidences of T. R.'s long asso.
ciation with the Society, l'u*_',_..'r.ihning with a
letter written on February 11, 1886, to Lyman
Copeland Draper, the Society’s first Secretary.

' See Margaret Brown Elapthor, White House
Ching of the Lincoln Administrotion in the Musenm
of History and Technology (United Siptes Mugeum
Bulletin 250, Comiributions from the Mupseum of His-
tory and Technology Paper 62, Smithsomian Press,
Washington, 1967}, In a letter dated Movember 24,
1970, Mrs Klepthor indicates thet her completed his.
torv of presidential chine will be published in its
entirety, rather than as separates,

Twenty-eight, and already the author of three
hooks written in rapid snccession,® Roosevelt
was at the time in the process of writing the
first volume of his Winning of the West (a
book, incidentally, which Draper’s biographer
asserts that Draper should have written him-
=elf}.* In the letter, Roosevelt made a respect-
ful request to obtain information from the re-
nowned assemblage of frontier and pioneer
materials which Draper had spent the major
part of his earlier career collecting and the
latter part batding to withhold from his feflow
historinns:

[ am now engaged, on a work in refer-
enee 1o the extension of our houndaries to
the southwest from the day when Boone
fr::ssed t|'|1?. r‘LI[:*g]'lcnirr:t to the dug,'s -;.I‘ tllﬂ
Alame and San Jacinto.

1 know of no one whose researches into,
ﬂl‘||‘| rn“i'-r:l:i{:nﬁ of mal::r'lul fnr._ our r.‘arl_\r
western history have been so extensive as
your own: so | venture to ask vou if you
can give me any information how I can get
at what | want. | wish particularly to get
hold of any original or unpublished mss;
such as the diaries or letters of the first
gettlers, who crossed the meountains, aned

! The Neval Fer of 1812; or The History of the
United Stetes Novy Iurieg the Lasy Foar Fith Great
Britain 1 1882) : Huenting Trips of a Renchman
(18851 ; and Thomes Hare Benton (18B6).

* William B. Hesseltine, Pieneer's Mission: The
éié-gry af Lyman Copelend Draper (Madison, 1954),
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The

_|'|.'-' CES fiptlom cenfer! arg

bordered plate ot the right wan vzed duris

their records of the early [ndian wars, the
allempl al founding the State of Franklin
[ Tennessee | ete,

Do Yo know if there are any records in

existence n otherwizse, of Sewvier,

ms. oF
Shelby. Robertson, and the other early
Tennesseeans? or of Clark, Harrod and

their companions?

Ramszev in hiz Annals of Tennessee speaks
of the Sevier mss; | wonder how they could
Ine: gol al. Extracts from Clark's i--lll'n:li have
been published:; but T do not know if all of
it has been, nor, if it has not been, where i
could be seen.

Trusting vou will not think [ have tres-

|>;|.—~-|-1J too far on Yiarul sood nature. 1 am
Most ]|'|||.l. Yours . . .

Unfortunately Draper was not addicted o
preseryving copies of his own correzpondence,
s0 we have no way of knowing what his re-
was, although the fact that he did

"I:ll\.ll 15€

| presides
1-Bardar

al ching, presented by
ner plate at the left
fand Administration. The two floral

the Grant setting, while the purple-

p 2 ¥ Sy
g Linenin's L e ey

furnish Roosevell some information, however
erudgingly, is attested to by a letter written by
1886, thanking
Draper for “your courtesy in answering.” In
it, the future President tactfully reproached
Draper for not making his papers more widely
available., I am wversy ;;L'H!-_'“ he wrote, “that

vou intend to }-|L|1]i-z|1 at least some of your

the inl,re-r o |"f_~[u'u:|r}' :Jl

papers. i}u]x the other -:ra\ two or three of us
who were talking together were regretting that
vou had not made public more of your re-
searches. 1 shall await with interest your life

of Clarke . .. .70

* Boozevelt to Draper, February 12, 1886, in the
Dreaper  Caollection, Archives-Manuscript  Division,
Stater Historical Society of Wisconsi lees other-
wise noted, all cited he are in the

Societv’s eollections,
Hoosevelt o Draper, Febroary 21
Draper Collection.

16, in the
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Roosevelt’s next letter, dated March 5, 1888,
while still respectiul, reflects Draper’s evident
reluctanse Lo co-operate in the Voumng man’s
quest for source material:

Pardon my writing you again. 1 appre-
ciate thoroughly the impropriety of asking
any one for information which by any pos-
sibility he may himszelf use; hut it ocourred
to me that possibly vou might have some
matter you did not intend to do anything
with that would nevertheless be of direct
application to my subjeet . . .

For instance, if you have any material
concerning Boone that you are not going to
make use nf—ur anything ahout Crockett—
it would be invaluable to me, Indeed, any
material, of no zervice to vourself, relating
to that period (1775-1815), would prohably
help me over the dark points.

When iz vour Clarke’ coming out? T am
very anxious to see it. I think it is the hiog-
raphy that we most need. No one has done
justice to Clarke: al least no one in the
eask.

I trust vou to understand that T do not
wish for an instant to trouble you by asking
for anything you are unw illing to give; but
I thought that in your remarkably complete
eollection of mss, you might have material
for which vou vourself had no use”

.

The following month Roosevelt wrote a
polite note to thank Draper for a reprint of
his article, “Autographs of Signers of the
Declaration of Independence and of the Con-
stitution” which appeared in volume 10 of the
Society's Collections,” Thiz volume, the last to
be edited by Draper, had been scheduled 1o
appear in 1886, but owing to unavoidable de-
lavs (meaning Draper’s dilatoriness and legis-
lative parﬁimcm}rfl did not appear until 1888,
By then Reuben Gold Thwaites had succesded
to the secretaryship of the Society, Draper
having retired in January, 1887, although he
continued to work on his various, never-
finished projects and to use the Society’s letter-
head for hiz correspondence,

¥ Hoosevelt to Draper, March 5, 1888, in Eliing E,
Morison (ed., The Letters of Theodore Roosevelt
(Cambridge, 1051), 1:138-139.

7 Roosevelt to Draper, April 26, 1888, in the Draper
Collection; State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Collections (Madison, 1888), X:373-447.
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Finally, in 1889, the year in which President
Benjamin Harrison made Roosevelt a civil ser-
viee commissioner as a reward for his political
suppaort, the first two volumes of The Winning
of the West appeared, and the mutual antag.
onism that he and Draper had hidden beneath
a surface of bland courkesy came into the open.

In his prefatory acknowledgments Roosevelt
mentioned neither Draper nor the Society—
a slight which must have rankled. Although
William Best Hesseltine asserts that Draper
had little regard for “the shallow glibness of
voung Theodore Roosevelt,” the direct evi-
dence is lacking® since there are no replies
in Draper’s papers to the two letlers on which
the assertion iz based. On June 28, 1889, a
Philadelphia friend wrote: *. . . Yesterday in
New York in Putnam’s, I looked through Mr,
Roosevelt's new attempt at rivaling yvou, so 1
directed that a copy be addressed to you,
whic]‘l p]r‘a_l;r‘ zgr'clPE; with my n:gards " An.
other [riend, writing on the stationery of a
Denver Hotel, wrote, “It is a great pity these
‘dabsters® should trifle with the subjects of
which they must have the most limited data,
and =0 deaden interest in works of real merit
such as you propose, founded on =0 much

maore,’™

More divect evidence of Draper’s disapprov-
al can be inferred from the Society’s copies
of the first two volumes of the uriginﬂl edition
of The Winning of the Wesr, both heavily an-
notated by Draper himself. Writing in angry
red ink, he notes inaccuracies in names (eg.,
George for John Bradford), lapses in gram-
mar, contradictions in facts, uncritical use of
unreliable sources, and the ignoring of im-
portant ones. Whole pages are studded with
gquestion marks; entire passages are heavily
underlined for reasons not now known. Roose-
velt's spelling of Boone as DBoon seemed
especially to itk him,'" and on the end papers

¥ Hesseltine, Pioneer's Wisgion, 240,

* Letters from George P, Smith, Jone 28, 1869, and
Posey 5. Wilson, September 3, T88Y, in the Draper
'(:I!"I!H'!til.'lrl.

" Interestingly, in his letters Roosevelt invariably
refers to George Rogers Clark as “Clarke,” but
spelled Boaone's name correctly. Althowgh volumes I
and Il of The Winning of the Fest omit the final e
in Boone, it appears in wvolumes I and IV, while
Clark's name is correcily given throughout.



WISCONSIN MACAYINE OF HISTORY

of each volume are lengthy and sometimes
illegible comments of a derogatory nature,
most of them concerning the fact that Roose-
vell had totally ignored Draper’s major con-
tribution to history, f\'frrlss-'.f Mountain and lts
Heroes, publizhed in 1881,

Whether Draper communicated hiz reac
tions to Roosevelt is not a matter of record,
but in a letter 1o Francis Parkman who had
praized his work (peobably because it was
dedicated to him] Roosevelt concluded with
the remark, “Mr. Draper unfnl'lurmtl-l_l.' thinks
ane hbil of old ms. just exactly as good as any
other.”!! Writing to William Frederick Poole,
librarian of the Newberry Library and found-
er of Poole’s .Ir.l'JuF:' SR ] .f’r"."."rrr.!rr-rrf." Literature
(the [orerunner of the Reader’s Guide to Pe-
riadical Literature), Roosevelt shed all pre-
tense  of respect for [}FTIIN'I',:-'- H']Lcr!urf-ll]p:
“Such a book as Draper’s King's Mountain for
instanee is not a history at all; it is a mass of
matter, =ome of great hiztorical importance,
maost of it useless, much untrustworthy, out of
which a history can be built by somebody
elee, 12 . -

Roosevelt’s final letter to Draper, dated
Mav 23, 1890, indicates something of the na-
ture of the meagre infromation he had re-
ceived from Madison:

My Dear Sir:

A man named Butterheld has recently
published a life of Simon Girty., In it he
makes some criticisms upon my Winning
of the West. mostly of a perfectly silly
character. He however entirely diseredits
the stary of Girty’s speech at Boonshorough
and the answer made by young Aaron
Reynoldz, In giving account of this 1 stated
that 1 put it in becausze you told me that the
incidents had been related to von by several
old men who had themselves been in the
fort. Butterfield asserts that VOu Were evi-
r|r‘|:'|l|:t :*nrir-'h' mistaken, or that the old
men did not know what they were talking
-.'lill’ﬂll'.lt-. I would be much lrllli._:!‘l._'i-'! I,hnl'l'q'rlll'lr'
:-I'lI you 'I'|'|‘:-1|.|r] :,liﬁ't' e SoIe |,:|1'|_1"| Lix fete ]I} T

I Roosevelt to Parkman, July 13, 1889, in Morison
{ed), Letters of Theodore Rooesepelt, 1:172-173.

" Roosevelt ta Poole, November &, 1889, in f:qﬂll:,.u-
Burwell Utley, “Theodore Roosevelt’s The Finning
of the Wese: Some Unpuoblished Letters,” in Aiss
issippt Valley Histarical Review, 30:502-503 { March,
P44,
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The Tames K, Stuart oif portrait of Lymon Copeland
DNraper,

that if necessary | may answer him. I mean
I]l("' names -iill- :q.-:rllr illFI'Il'rTli'l.l'”h as 1."|'|'|] as
what they zaid, and the sources of knowl-
edgze they had as taken down in your notes
at the time. Anv letter you write me T will
quote entire, giving you the full eredit for
it, or make any other use of it that you wish.
1||\.l':|::||'||. 1.—'\- :I'l..lul- ]i{'.' |rr '::l"'lll'Fl."' n‘ll:_tt'l':‘-'
Clarke coming out? It iz a greatly needed
work, and I hope we shall 2o00n 2ee it

Roosevelt must have known perfectly well
who the “man named Butterfield™ was zince
he had cited Butterfield’s book on Colonel
William Crawford’s Sandusky campaign in
The Winning of the West—inaccurately, as
Draper took pains to note in his annotated
COPY. Consul Willshire Butterheld, a native of
New York, had suceeeded William Croffutt as
Draper’s literary assiatant. Croffut and Draper
had collaborated amicably to produce a vol-
ume called The Helping Hand. Published in
of

1870, it was a curious conglomeration

" The incident referred 10 gecured not at Boones-

borough hut at Bryen's Station, Kentucky, a stock-
aded fort then under seige by Indians led by Simen
Girly, an interpreter for the British and an .'|.||:.- of
the Indians, known as the “Great Reregade” or the
SWhite Savapge.” In an attempt to forge the fort te
surrender, Girly issued an ultimatum which was sup-
posedly hotly and profanely rejected by yonng Aaron
Hl":\ |'l|||||l-. one .-: :Iil"' I,I{' ||1J':'|'E. R"_Il}‘l"lc::‘i
letter to Dhvaper is in the Draper Collection.

tort'e
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household hints, farming advice, and miscel.
laneons information which proved something
of -a finaneial disaster. It was Croffutt who
later observed that Draper, whom he liked
and admired, was “a g]t*am-:r rather than a
compiler.™ From the start, Butterfield and
Deager were incompatible, partly beeause, un-
like Croffutt, Butterfield did not share Draper’s
enthusiasm for spiritualism, and partly be-
cause the precise and diseiplined Butterfield
deplored Draper’s procrastinating and seem-
ingly disorganized approach to his work, Their
association degenerated into a bitterness which
led Draper to stipolate in his will that his
books and papers, which he had willed to the
Seeiely, were not 1o be made available to
Butterfield under any condition. Nevertheless,
the two did manage to [Jr-arlu::t Ing:*lh{:r
“Border Foravs and Adventures.” which, fail-
ing to find a publisher, repozes today in the
Society’s Archives—Manuseripts Division, to-
gether with Draper’s partially completed biog-
raphiez of Daniel Boone and George Rogers
Clark. '

Hnﬂ:‘-t"‘."l‘:ll had reason to be Il.L‘,Hled, for even
the most thick-skinned author would have pro-
tested Butterheld's merciless attack. In his life
of Girty.," published in 1890 after he had
parted company with Draper and had removed
himself to Omaha, Butterfield, in thirty-four
different citations, not only dwelt on Roose-
velt's numerous  inaeccuracies but also  de-
molished his historiographic credentials. Nor
did he negleet to disparage Draper. In a foot
note (which led to Roosevelt’s plea for suh-
stantiation) he accpsed Draper of having con-
fused misty reminiscence with actual fact.
There is no vecord that Draper, who died in
.I’Lugust of the fc:“uwing vear, sent a h‘epl}r.

N THE FIVE YEARS in which he had been
executive officer of the Societv, Thwaites
had quietly begun the groundwork which was
not only to make him one of the country’s
miest :Hsﬁnguirjhnﬂ ]ﬂ'nrarlans and ]’iislnr;::ul

Y Hesseltine, Piopeer's Mision, 2o,

I For am aeeount of ”‘I:':I].'IEILK relations w]lil Butter-
field, see Hesseltine, Pioneer's Misston, 258-260.

" History of the Girtys, Being o Concise Acconnt
of the Girty Brothers— Thomas, Simon, Janees, and
Greorge. . . - (Lincinnati, 1590},

b

editors, hut also, in the words of Frederick
Jackson Turner, “the builder of a new type of
state historical society.™”

A former schoolteacher and managing
editor of the Madison IFisconsin State Jaunmf..
Thwailes set out to create a new image of the
Society as a vehicle not only for scholarship
but also for public service. Hiz journalist’s
semse of public relations must have led him,
the vear following Draper’s death, to invite
Roosevelt—whose efforts 1o eliminate all traces
of the =poils system from the Civil Service
Commission had brought him national pub.
licity—to daliver the Society’s biennial address
on January 24, 15893, in Madison. Although
no copy of Thwaites” letler exists, it seems
evident from Rooscvelt’s reply that Thwaites
had 1.'41r:|r:5|.:r included an invitation 1o irmper.-t
the now acceszsible Draper Collection. From
Washington Roosevelt replied

All Right, T'll speak on the 24th, and for
not more than 60 minutez; and 1 will re-
membier your sug,ﬁeﬁt{unﬁ, How waould the
“Northwest in History.” or the *0ld Northe
west,” do? Tl try 10 shape the title better
and will send you a manuscript a week in
advance.

I have to be in Chicago Friday the 20th,
and it would be vseless to return here for
so short a time: so [ zhall zo on to Madison
about the 290d. and i Vil w“l pl;:rmit ez,
will spend Tuesday looking at your collec.
tions—especially at sueh of the Draper
manuscripts as you may be willing to let
mee see, a2 | am greatly interested in them,
in connection with my “Winning of the
Weat,” As 1 thus may stay on two or three
days, T think T had better o to a hotel. and
nial impose too much on your kindness;
what iz the best hotel? and how lnng dors
it take to reach Madison from Chicago '

Evidently in a subsequent letter Thwaites as.
sured Roosevelt of r.r_rmp[ete accesa to the
ﬁl‘apttl' Colleetion, for in Eﬂl’l_\-‘ ]anuar}' the
lalter wrote suggesting two alternate titles for
his address, and emljng, *l am very 5im::+nr]}'
obliged to you for your courtesy about the

T Quoted in Clifford L. Lord, “Reuben Gold
Thwaites,” in the Fisconsin Wagezine of History,
47:3=11 (Awtumn, 1063).

" Reneevelt tn TI:"I"ﬂ-'Eil.!’!H' December 3.0, ]Eﬂﬂr in the
Reuben Gold Thwaites Papers,
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Reunhen Gold Thwaites ot hiz desk in the Saciely's
Rooms in the Capitol; from a photograph taken by
Mrs, Thwaites abowr 1897,

Diraper M35, Arve you nol going to have them
published 771

Roosevelt spent two days in Madison, dur-
ing which time he was widely entertained. Ex-
Congressman Robert M, La Follette, Sr., and
h.iﬁ 'Wil-l::' Hll'ﬂ_‘ i I'M‘:Pl-li:lll [:Jr ]];l'l'l. o ‘hl:“ BV -
ning of January 23 at their West Wilson Street
home. The newspapers reported that about 500
of “some of the best people of the city™ were
in atlendance from eight until about eleven
eu. Belle Case La Tollette had first met
Roosevelt al a New Year's reception in Wash-
i.IlHl(:lll alt ll::ll‘." h.l.:l IE I':lE fl-{;ll'l"i‘l'ﬂﬂr Jerr:,' Husk?
then Secretary of the newly established Depart-
ment of Agriculture. While she was atempt-
ing to serve Roosevelt a cap of coffee, one of
his emphatic gestures inadvertently dashed
the contenls over the front of her white dre:as,
greatly 1o Roosevelt's embarrassment. The
next day he sent lowers and a naote of apology,
and later he onee said, “T blush when [ wake
up in the dark and think about spilling that
coffee over Mrs. La Follette’s dress.” Doubt-
less they laughed about the incident together

" Roosevelt to Thwaites, Januwary 5, 1893, in the
Thwaites Papers.

“ Belle Case and Fola La Follette, Robert M. La
Follerte |New York, 19530, [:86, 105.
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at the party in Madison, which Mrs. La Follette
described as being in the nature of an open
house and “largely attended. Politicians, re.
formers, scholars, big-game hunters, and
people zenerally were much interested in meet-
i:llg him. He was ':dr:].ighu:d: bo meet l'hr:m. In
introducing the callers, Bob gave the cue as to
who they were, and Roosevelt came back with
juat the right response. The oecasion was a
success, as were all of the =ocial events of his
visip.*?

The next daj‘. both the Madison Times and
the Wisconsin State Jowrnal, in addition to de-
tailed aceounts of the past evening's festivities
and the magnetism of the guest of honor, car-
ried the following notice: “Theodore Roosevelt,
the well known paolitical reformer, will give an
address in the Assembly Chamber this evening
under the auspices of the State Historical Seo-
t‘iEt‘.i-'_. hiz 5uhjm:l. I:-Eing The MNorthwest in the
Nation, The leeture will hegin at eight o’clock.
The simple announcement of a lecture by this
eminent gentleman will be sufficient to fill the
chamber to ovvrﬂnw[n;_;.”

.\.vurly identical erticles H[in:un;::] in both
papers the day following the lecture, contain-
ing resumés of its content and references to
Roosevelt's humor, According lo the reports,
the speaker followed his introduction by say-
ing that he was ::ummnu[}' pl‘l.‘.'m:nlr.:] in western
states a=z “that well-known writer from the
east” and in eastern states “as that well-known
cow-puncher from the west.” Afler Roosevelt's
address, the University Glee Club sang, and
there was a receplion “in the Historical So-
ciety's Hooms,” al that time three loors in
the south transverse wing of the capitol ™

Belle Case La Follette was not overly im-
pressed by Roosevelt's presentation. “1 think,”
she later wrote, “that he had come in advanes
intending to do =ome work on his speech, but
he was absorbed in having a good time and his
address gave the impression of lack of prepara-
tion.” She also noted that Rooszevelt made it
a point before leaving Madison to make a
formal eall on the La Follettes and later wrote
a cordial note of thanks for their hospitality.
Although La Follette and Roosevelt were to

Madizson Thines and WFisconsin Stale Sowrnal,
Janvary 25, 1893,
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become future political enemies, Mrs. La
Fallette noted that “in these earlier vears Bob
entertained a genuine feeling of regard and
ocood fellowship for Roosevelt: but it was
never in the nature of a close personal under-
ﬁtnnding, such as he felt for McKinl&y,””
When Roosevelt found the time to look at
the Draper Collection is a question, although
later evidence indicates that he did. But to the
Society his appearance under its auspices was
worth far more than the $100 fee which he
received, Thwaites also arranged to have
HOI’_'ISE'FCH_ mﬂl']ﬂ anae ﬂf I.]'“.' 1."15\-""!]1. I'ICI]'IDI'J.Ir:I"
x'it::r-presiﬂﬁtnts of the Suciet}f, a post he held
until the entire category was abolished in
1897, Thwaites also printed Roosevelt's speech

in full®
IN NOVEMBER, 1894, in order to gain legis-

Lative support for a new freproof building,
Thwaites solicited endorsements of the Sin:iel}'
from such luminaries a2z Woodrow Wilson,
James B, Angell, Melvil Dewey, Edward Eggle-
ston, William Rainey Harper, Albert Bushnell
Hart._ John G. N’icolﬂy, Justin Winsor, and
Tlll‘.:ud:}nf Boosevelt. e'ﬁ..mung the lw-:ntg.r-eight
responses received and printed, Roosevelt's
was one of the most fulsome in its praise: *1
can conscientiously say that | don't think that
in the entire country there is a single historical
ﬁlﬂjiﬂl}' W]li':h I'I.ﬂ.‘:i f]ml.r. }Jl.'fth:r W“‘rk fnr AIH‘:I-
ican ]1';51‘.{“}' than YU, and but one or two
can rank with it at all. Every American
acholar, and in particular every American
histarian, is under a debt to your Society. and
a debt to the State of Wisconsin for having
kept it up. I earnestly hope that vou will get
your new building. ™

Both the Society and the University libraries
were outmoded and overcrowded, and acting
together the Board of Regents and the Sociely's
Board of Curators petitioned the legislature
for a new building on a site whose “title shall
rest in the name of the Society as the trustes
of the Etﬂ.t.l':;” and which would house not t}n]}'
the Society’s and University's libravies but

2 Belle Case and Fola La Follette, Rofere A, La

Foiferte, 1:105-1006G,

= Proceadings of the Stare Historical Seciety af
Wisconsin {}iiu,l;lifa.‘m, IH‘J‘H}, 9209,

* Ibid, {Madizon, 1895), 83.
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alsa that of the Wisconsin Academy of
Seiences, Artz, and Letters.® The legislatures
of 1895, 1807, and 1899 appropriated in all
§300,000, and the building, which teok five
years to construct, was formally dedicatled an
October 19 19002 It was a fortunate move,
simce in 1004 a disastrous fire swept the second
vapitol building, destroving many irreplace-
able state vecords, among which would have
undoubtedly been the Society’s library and col-
lections,

Meanwhile, Frederick Jackson Turner had
delivered his prnx‘ncaﬁve “The Signiﬁuamw of
the Frontier in American History™ at the July,
1893, meeting of the American Historical As-
sociglion in Chicago, and later redelivered it
before the Society’s Torty-hrst annual meeling
in Madison, December 14, 1893, Tt was duly
}::inteﬂ in the Prr;ceerffngs of that year, as weell
as in the annual veport of the AHAZ On read-
ing it, Roozevelt wrote Turner a congratu.
latory note, in which he said, . . . T intend
to make use of it in writing the third volume
of my :ﬁrinnfng of l:]'L'.‘? 1Iiﬁ-irr:sl:'; of course
making full acknowledgement. 1 think you
have struck some first class ideas, and have put
into definite shape a good deal of thought
which has heen floating around rather loose.
]_'r_-'.'!E

In 1894, the third volume of The Winning
of the West appeared, and Roosevelt hand-
somely acknowledged in the preface his debt
to Thwaites when he wrote: “The material
used herein is that mentioned in the preface to
the first volume, save that T have drawn freely
on the Draptr h‘]anuﬁq:riptg- in the Librur}' of
the State Historieal Stll:icl}' of Wisconsin in
Madison. For the privilege of examining these
valnable manuscripts T am indebted to the

* Reuben Gold Thwaites (ed.), The Stote His-
tortcal Sociely of Wiscensin ., . Hemorial Volume
{ Madisom, 19010, 103,

* Vernon Caratensen, “A Buyilding Iz Achisved,”
in I‘.||¢ mr'h'r.l:.'.'ﬂ'u .'“ﬂgﬂkr'?te |i'f Hf.h’r:rr_l-', 3’9;5& T3
[ Winter, 1935-1936); Thwaites (ed.), The Stue
Histaricael Society, 103

= Adnnwal Report of the American Historica Ax-
sociation  for the Fear 1893 (Washington, 1894,
100277 = Pﬂ'd'tﬂ-."lf.".rag: |:1l||I the Strie Historieal Societlv
of Wisconsin (Madison, 1894}, 79-122

" Cuoted in Wilbur K. Jacobs, The Mistorical
Worlid of Frederick Jackson Turner: With Sclections
from s Correspondence {(Yale University Pross,
Mew Haven, 1968), 4.
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generous courtesy of the State Librarian [sic],
Mr. Beuben Gold Thwaites; I take this oppor-
tunity of extending him my hearty thanks.”
Nor did he I'II'.‘E]EL’:[ his Prumise (i 'l'urner._, for
after paraphrasing Turner’s frontier thesis—
and as some critics have suggested, failing to
grasp its essential point®™—he refers in a fool-
nole I'p. 208) to The Significance of the Fron-
tier in American History as “A suggestive
pamph}er, |}ui:|1'15hm{ b:,r the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin.™

In the Nation for March 28, 1895, Turner
submitted an unsigned review of Roosevelt's
first three volumes of The F’”iﬂuiﬂg Df the
West, which, while generally favorable, de-
plored the fact that only in the third volume
had the author drawn on the Draper Manu-
geripts. Thiz elicited an immediate response
from Roosevelt, who in a letter addressed “to
the Author of the Review of the Winning of
the West” made obvious the frustrations he
had suffered at Draper’s hands. *1 was not able
to use the Draper manuseripts,” he wrote, “for
the excellent reason that the good old Dr.
Diraper was then alive and would not et me
nor anyone else look at anything he had
gathered. He was immensely put out when 1
was able 1o sel uupit:ﬁ of his ut'igins]ﬁ, or
originals of his copies, having the real anti-
gquarian desire to hoard his information.”"

Turner wrote back, thus iniliating a corre-
ﬁ-pl:]"l]l:i”_:l'. 'l"l'l].i'l:]'l I.P':Jtll e E‘r‘ii’]&]‘ll]}-‘ fuIJI:Iq‘]
stimulating. In a long letter dated April 10,
1895, Rongevelt indicated his method of utiliz-
ing from a distance the materials he had ex-
amined in Madison. “By the way.” he wrote,
“I must get my friend Thwaites to tell me
sumebody in Madizon by whom I can have your
Fallon papers copied, or at least as many of
them as are necessary.”™ However, when the
fourth and final volume of The Winning of the
West appeared in 1896, Turner’s critique in
the dmerican Historical Review for October,
1396, was less favorable than had been his re-
view in the Nation. Roosevelt, he noted, “fre-
guently fails to work his subject out into its

# Sep Frederick Logan Paxon's eketch of Roose-
velt in the Metionary of American Biegraphy, 136.

* Roogevelt to Turner, April 2, 1895 in Morison
{ed.), Lesters of Theodore Koosevelt, 1:438.

# fhid., T:440-441,
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less obvious relations; and the marks of actnal
haste are plain in careless proof-reading and
citations.” Turner would have been less than
human if he had not been a bit annoyed at
being cited in a footnote on page 220 as “Fred.
erick A. [sie] Turner of the University of
Michigan [sic].” He also raised several ques-
tions of interpretation which led to further
carr&e&pnn:]:rnce, with Roosevelt u]l.‘imntirl}r comn-
ceding Turner's points. Nevertheless, it is ob-
vious that Turner’s frontier thesiz had a pro-
found impact on Roosevelt, and it might well
be that his personal interpretation of it may
have led him to see the whole world as a new
American fr ontier, and aceounted for much of
his eventual expansionist political philesophy.
In his April 10, letter to Turner, Roosevelt
had expressed the hope that following the
issuance of the {fourth volume of The Winning
of the West he could write another which
would carry the story through the Mexican
War. *. . . but whether T can ever do this or
ot,” he concluded, “I don’t know. T certainly
can’t until T get entirely out of political life;
a move | am .ﬁtrmlgly Lr.rrlpr:'.r] to take™
However, a two-year stint as president of
the New York Board of Police Commissioners,
followed by MeKinley's grudging appointment
to the Assistant-Secretaryzhip of the Navy sent
him back into the political arena: and his gx-
ploil.!. as Colonel of the Bnugh Riders in the
Spanizsh-American War—colorfully publicized
by Richard Harding Daviz and himself3
assured that he would remain there. Riding
the wave of national adulation accorded a war
hero, and affectionately known to the public as
Teddy (a nickname he cordially despised), he
won election to the governorship of New Yok
in 1899, much to the dismayed surprizse of
Thomas Collier Platt, Republican boss of New
York. Uneasy over Roosevelt's independence
in office and his reform proposals, Platt and
his cohorts, despite McKinley's lack of en-
thusiasm, succeeded in getting him out of New
York and onto the ticket as Vice President at
the June, 1900, Republican Convention in

* Davis reported the Spanish-American War for
both New York and lﬂmlun newwapﬁrs nnrl wroke
The Cuban and Ports Rican Compaigns (1898)
Roasevelt's own Fhe Rowgh Riders I}Nu'?'?‘.l, together
with Davia’s accounts, helped to create an aura of

glory.
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Philadelphia. Roosevelt, dubious about accept-
ing a post which might lead only 1o a political
dear]-n:nd, caslL the unl].' dia&‘:nting b a]

Nevertheless, dubiety did not prevent him
from becoming MeKinley's leg-man and con.
ducting a vigorous canvass in the President’s
behalf. On September 10, 1900, he was once
again in Wisconsin, this time to address a
h::iu-'il}' atttnﬂud Rﬁpu]'r“i:an 'ra“j-' al Lﬂ Cmsm*
in which he and La Follette rode together in
the lead carriage in the parade preceding the
evening’s oratory.® After his election to the
Vice Presidency, Roosevelt’s fears of having
gotten himself inte a cul-de-sac increased.
Then, on the afternoon of September 6, 190,
while attending a public reception in Buffalo,
MeKinley was shot by Leon F. Ceolgosz and
died six days later. On September 14, shortly
before he turned forty-three, Theodore Roose.
velt was sworn in as the twenty-sixth President
of the United States,

Hiz prediction to Turmer had come true:
history itself prevented him from writing
hiztory. His projected continnation of The
Winning of the West was abandoned, and his
letters to his friend Thwaites ceased, Not unti]
1902 did Thwaites attempt to renew hiz con-
tact with Roosevell, this time as a seeker rather
than a giver of favors. In June of that vear he
had received the following letter from Byron
Andrews of The National Tribune: The Favor-
ite Fireside Weekly of the Nation :

No doubt you ave aware that each ad.
ministration, [rom perhaps Madison's time,
las had a set of characteristic china, special-
ly made for the mistress of the White House,
but being paid for out of public funds, it
being left by the retiring President as an
h!r;r!nuih {1':!1" I.I'l.L" SUCCCESDT.

It has been the custom occasionally to zell
at public auction certain portions of this
china along with other junk, and of course
it brought tremendous price as souvenirs.
The pieces that were sold were those which
were slightly marred or chipped, President
li".r:-m-ev%l has decided to stop all this junk
business and also the miscellanesus distri-
hu!i{ril ”r ﬂ](]‘ Whih:‘ Hl}uﬁﬂ {:h;nﬂ ﬂmﬂ‘nﬁ'

™ Belle Casze and Folg La Follette, Robare M. Lo
Follette, 1:135.
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personal friends of the employees of the
establishment,
[ am now getting to the meat of the

matter.

If you will write to President Roosevelt
soon, and say that vou understand that Mrs,
Rooszevelr has recently prezented a collection
of AT !(:5 uf 'ﬁ-"hite Houat‘ china to The
Albany Historical and Art Association, and
that the State Historical Society of Wiscon-
sin would be under lasting obligation, etc,,
if a similar ecollection should be pr-r:sented [ Ti]
it for its new historical museum, 1 think vou
will get it

Thwaites lost no Hime in Tczllnwing ups this
lead. He had his assistant, Annie A. Nunns,
write directly to the President, and on July 1
came this reply from William Loel, Tr., Roose-
vell's assistant secretary;

The President has referred your letter of
the 25th ultimo to Mrs. Roosevelt, who has
taken pleasore in ordering a collection of
examples of White House china sent to the
Wisconsin  State Historical Socicty, She
prefers that the china be sent to historical
societies, where the public can see it, rather
than have it fall into the hands of individ-
nals.

We may not be able to forward the plates
for some time. On account of the alterations
going on in the White House, everything
has been put in storage.™

Loeb wrote again on February 11, 1903, to
say that the collection was being shipped that
day by Adams Express. When it arrived it
was found to conszist of seven plates from the
services of Presidents Lincoln, Hayes, Grant,
Clﬂwl‘ﬂ]‘ld. E.]'I.d Harriﬁnn.ss

Thwaites, meanwhile, had been making
gond use of the Draper Collection. In Novem-
ber of 1902 he sent Roosevelt—and received
an acknowledgment from a White House

¥ Andrews to Thwaites, June 1B, 1902, State His-
tovical Society of Wisconsin, General Correspondence,
April-Noevember, 1902, Andrews, author of The Focts
Abant the Candidate (Chinag{:, ]gﬂ-‘i:l, DR e
have heen part of Roesevelt's cirele of acquaintances,
and may have thus picked up this hit of inside in-
formation,

* Loeb to Mr, [sic] A, A, Nunns, July 1, 1902, in
SHSW General Coresspondence Series 27, Hox 4.

® [hid., Beries 27, Box 7.
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{dditional 28 from  the Socieiy's
I--l'.’\ll'.- il Efe
other ti

arrenily o

secrelary—a copy of

his mewly
Daniel Boone, dedicated 1o Draper and baszed

published

largely on Dhraper’s notes and chapters from
his unfinished f-in;_-:'.'1|-|n of Boone® On June
[1, 1903, Thwaites again wrote the White

Houge:

My dear Mr. Prezident :

vou may he through
literary announcements, that 1 have heen
ecliting for publication in six volumes by
Dadd, Mead & Co., the original journals of

Possibly aware,

Lewis and Clark. These have never hitherto
written for
(1814}

bhul a

een  published
Nicholas Biddle's edition
know. paraphraze,
though exccedingly well done; and Coue's

exactly as
Wi, a8
of rcourse vou
edition is an annotated reprint of Biddle,

Reuben Gold Thwaites, Doniel Boone (0. Ap
pleton, New York, 1602).

fram the set
Adn
Hice af the Liswtenant Governor in the capitol,

collection of

Fhite Hopse The

[ II.'.'.?HZ'

made for Benjomin Harrison; the

istration, The entire collection i

with a good many fasl-note citations from
though these are, in the giv.
“improved.” It fell to my
to edit the originals them-
selves, directly from the manuscripts pre-

the originals
ing, editorially

ot to be invited

served in the American Philosophical So-
e'i"'H.".-'w ToOms in Pl!]il-ildt'][llliil where _f:*!l-fm'-
LT |'||.|r'|"£i Ti'l,l"t'l'l in -:”_:':. |||]-~l |::|"|_1.|- 1]r:11.:_r:|
verbatim el literatim, with foot-notes, intro-
duction, and other editorial accompani-
ments, Fortunately, 1 have been able to add
to the Lewis and Clark journals those of
Sergeant Charles Floyd (in the possession of
the 1LI||"-I'=4':'.-'|'|>.'i'!| “iillﬂ'-u,'.;d E";rn-:'irtl_:.'l anid r.f
Private William Whitehousze (the existence
of the latter unknown till a few months ago).
Publication will commence this coming fall,

ana

the publishers propose to give it the
very hest of dress.
| wish verv much to dedicate this publi-
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cation to you—7for three good reasons: (1)
We have long been personal friends, as well
s {I:"EI'.'I“' ]ahon:rﬁ i:]'l t]'“: =AM fl:f].l.'! nf I'I.‘lﬁ'
tory: (2} your “Winning of the West™
especially associates vou with this earliest
path-breaking to the Pacific; and (3] it
would seem eminently appropriate that the
first complete publication of the results of
the expedition which President Jefferson
fathered a century ago, should be inscribed
to the chief executive in thiz cenlennial vear
—he who has but rvecently dedicated the
exposition which celebrates thiz explorvation,
and whose own recent journey to occidental
tidewater has ol itself ;rt:}r::{] a veritable
:'“-'-'Lnjling of the West,”

Had there been an opportunity for five
minutes’ private conversation with vou,
when vou were in Madison on your recent
trip, I should have proferred my request in
person, and this letter has awaited your re-
turn from the West, As T cxpect to send the
first valume to the EJrinlﬂr;-'- within a forl-
night, may | venture to beg an early reply 75

HE REFERENCE in the last paragraph

is to the two-hour stopover Roosevelt made
in Madizon on April 3. 1903, during the
course of a Western tour. Met at the station by
an official delegation at nine a.m., he 1ode in
a f:arrEnHe‘z with Governor La Follette to the
capitol where he made two 2peeches, one be-
fore a joint seszion of the legislature and one
from a platform erected at the east entrance
of the capitel, where he was introduced to the
large crowd by the governor. Belle Case La
Follette later ohserved that the President
“made no reference to polities in either of
hiz Madizon speeches, although a word on the
primary bill and the fulfillment of platform
pledgzes would have had great influence at this
time."® Roosevelt dlso was giw:n a rr;n::ptinn
in the governor's office which Thwaites at-
tended. According to a reporter: “When Mr.
Reuben Thwaites approached the President,
the Executive grasped his hand enthusiastically

M Thwaites to Roosevelt, June 11, 1903, in the
Thwaites Papers.

* Belle Caee and Fola La Follette, Robert M. La
Follatte, 1:160,

]

&=
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SBociety’s leonographic Collectins

Rovsevell speaking beneath o canopy roaised ad the
east entrance of the capitol, April 3, 1003,

and said: Mr, Thwaites [ am overjoyed to sec

You. [ wish I had time to talk over a million

literary things with vou . . . .

Roosevelt was not tardy in giving his per.
mission for the Lewis and Clark journals to be
dedicated to him. A Lypewritten letter on
White House stationery, dated June 13, 1903,
states: “I have your letter of the 11th instant.
Faw li'lin‘r."ﬁ eould p]t:u:ﬂ: me more than o have
you dedicate these volumes to me. | aceept
with the greatest pleasure, and T am very much
touched by your kindness,™?

The Original lournals of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, expanded to eight volumes,
appeared in 1904-1905. A letter from William
Loeh, Jr., evidently in reply to g letter from
Thwaites, saya: “We are looking forward to
the receipt of the volumes of Original Journals
of Lewis and Clark to which you refer.™® On
July 30, 1906, Roosevelt dictated two letters
to Thwaites from his home at Oyster Bay, both
on White House stationery and both typed in
the peculiar shade of blue which characterized
most of his correspondence. The first reads:
“That magnificent edition of Lewis and Clark

" Fisconsin State Jowrnal, April 3, 1903.

“ Roosevelt to Thwaites, June 13, 1903, in the
Thwaites Papers.

“* Loeb to Thwaites, Octobar 2, 1905, in the
Thwaites Papers.
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is now in my library, where [ placed it vester-
day, and I must write vou a line to sav what
an admirable bit of work it is and how deeply
I appreciale your having dedicated il to me.
[t was the kind of L;urnpﬁ:m‘.i:L that meant
much to me . . .." The second note, obvionsly
i]'l. '|'E"PL':||" hf'l l']-'i'l'||'I|"ﬂ'itl:_'55-.II rerll.lﬂﬂt. "I'!I'I— a J'Hwn:}rlcing
or enlargement of Hoosevelt's flattering 189
estimate of the Society, says: “l am afraid
I shall have o ask vou simply to reprint what
I .E]H.'I'E' ﬂlft‘.&ll}' ﬁHi[!n l[ I .!i:lnulf] Ly is:ﬂur'.* 4]
new mote | am afraid 1 might get into diffi-
culties with some other institutions who are
continually asking me to do similar things3®

The last letter in the Sociely's collection is
a note of thanks o Milo M. Quaife, who =uc-
ceeded Thwaites as the Society’s superintend-
ent on the latter’s death in 1913, and who
had |'1’iﬂen'l|}' furnished Roosevell some source
material in which he was interested. It is
dated October 11, 1918, and is written on a
letterhead which reads, “The Kansazs City Star,
Office of Theodore Roosevelt, New Yotk
Office.™ Out of office in 19049, Roosevelt,
ﬁnding that the income from hiz comlortable
estate waz insufficient to maintain his standard
of living, had turned to writing articles for
Cutlook, the Wetropolitan Magazine, and the
Kansas City Star.

Roozevell’s last visit to Madizon was on
April 15, 1911, and was again a stopover
{rJllrrwillg a S]}E&king tour of the Wesl, Onee
again he addressed a joint seasion of the
legislature, and also gave a speech at the
University Gymnasium. In both, his praise of
La Fallette and the reforms initiated under his
leadership led La Follette and his supporters
fulﬁd}' o assime that Roosevell would support
La Follette as a presidential candidate in the
election of 1912. Instead, he himself entered
the race as the Progressive candidate. and
split the Republican vole between William
Howard Taft and himself sufficiently to insure
the election of Woodrow Wilson. It was an
action La Follette never forgot nor forgave

“ Roosevelt o Thwaites, July 30, 1906, in the
Thwaite: Papers,

% Roosevelt to Quaife, Oerober 11, 1918, in SHSW
General Correspondence, 1918,
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Whether Roosevelt saw Thwaites during his
1911 wvisit is not known, but in Thwaites’
papers there is one of Roosevell's personal
calling cards with the handwritten notation:
“For Mr. Beuben G. Thwaites, very sorry to
have missed you. I shall call again.”

On the 5u1‘.-i|.=.~r:1. of the :1]!=|rr.-:iuf of damagﬂ]
White Housze china. Archie Butt, Roozevelt’s
persomal aide, furnishes an interesting side-
light in a letter written on December 11, 1908:

I had a rather interesting time the last
ferw I,'l.;‘,l],-'f- |41.0R':ng over the china at the
White House with a view to destroying all
that is chipped or broken in any wav, Mres,
Roozevelt does not want it sold at awction,
for she thinkz this method cheapens the
W’Iﬁll‘. }IUUF‘: T II] rnrrllt'r ':l'ﬂﬂl'ﬁ il wils
regarded as the property of the mistress of
the White Houze, who would give it away
as she desired. but Mrs. R. thinks that it
should never be given away—and it should
not, in my opinion. for it iz government
property just the same as the furniture. 1
il were sold by private bids it would ereate
an awful howl in the press should it become
k!'lu'l-'l.‘:rl, ﬂlld 511 I am r'[:-Tn'ir]l,‘.t‘[] ﬂ]] 1:“!11:{'.1']“:&
that it should be broken up and zcattered in
the river, which will be done . . . 4*

The importance of the Society’s small collec-
tion of presidential china is growing. The ex-
amples of White Hounse china scattered in
various institutions around the country are feew
H.I'.II.'I “';“ rL‘main .IIE'H-'. ."l{:f.'ﬂ!.'f{"ll'lg 43] 1Pg:5]ﬂl'{ﬂﬂ
pazsed by Congress in 1961, all decorative oh.
jects of historic interest are now permanently
awied ]_'r].-' the White House and may be ex-
hibited only in the Smithsonian Tnatitution.®?
All damaged pieces are reduced to powder.,

Thanks to E;Jj.-run Andrews” inside informa-
tion, Thwaites” prompt action, and Roosevelt's
personal regard for the institution with which
he maintained ties for most of his adult life,
the Sociely was able to acquire this unique
mﬂtnria] I'u:f-l;lrr it t'irr:u|u1inn WS prﬁl]“‘ril{:i}.

“ Belle Case and Fola Lo Follette, Robere M, La
Fallerre, 1:327-328.

" Lawrence . Abbott {ed.), The Letters of drehie
fuit: Personnd Aide 1o Presidens Roosevelt (New
York, 1024), 237,

T Public Law 87-286, 87th Congress, 5. 2422, Sep-
tember 22, 1961,



A TIME OF CHANGE: GREEN BAY, 815-1834

By Joux I). Harcer

I have no very agrecable news to relate to you my Dear Friend bue if
it is not Hring your patience too much I will give you o little detail of
my sifwetion in fife. { will commence in saying that the first Year after
the War was the last year | saved myself for every year since I have
been loosing money g not @ little in that cursed Indian trade thet |
have olways persisted and do Stll persist o continue which will soon
PH-F e @ L'-F.‘,'.;’gﬁ!-r I'l'b“-‘ i mﬂj’ IL'EEI fFI'.l}" ar ﬂﬁﬂ: ﬂhﬂ' qﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ‘ﬂ H.I.FI-}" dﬂ }'ﬂu-
still continue since you find it a loosing business.) I will say I de not
knoe what to do else oz T am not capable of doing or following any
other kind of business, I always lved in hopes but 1 am ot lase be-
ginning to despair the old times is no more that pleasant reign is over
& never to return any more, . .

r:[“I-HE'E. CRY of anguish reprezented the feel-
ings of many French and Britigh inhabi-
tantz of Green Bay in the period between 1815
and 1834, These people were the original seltlers
of the Old Northwest who, for over a hundred
vears, had traded with the Indians and had
constructed a simple, communal society which
was disturbed only by the periodie contests of
France, England, and the United States for
control of the territory, The War of 1812 was
the final struggle marking the emergence of
American control over the Old Northwest and
the decline of the simple frontier life known by
hundreds of residents at small outpostz zuch as
Green Bay. In the process of Americanization,
which took place from 1815 to 1834, the French
and British citizens of Green Bay found their
lives severely altered. By 1834, when farmers

1 John Lawe to Mrs. Hamilton, September 12, 1824,
in “The Fur Trade in Wisconsin, 1812-1825"" Cal-
fections of the State Historical Seciety of Wisconsin
{ Madison, 1911}, XX: 351. Hereinafter cited as
FH. ni'l-“ina.i '|:||,|]:l.“:1.|l3:l.[|:|:r| and Ep&”[llg have L'lr,r,“
retained in all guetations,
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began to arrive, the fur traders were a broken
and destitute people, a casualty of America’s
frontier expansion. What happened at Green
Bay probably occurred time and again as
America moved swiftly across the continent®

In the decades immediately preceding 1815,
Green Bay had been a wilderness village with
the fur trade as the inhabitants’ principal occu-
pation. The oulpost was theoretically under
British control, with settlers of British and
French lineage. The foremost residents of the
community included Jacques Porlier, a native
of Montreal, who settled at the Bay in 1791,
and John Lawe, who first traded at Mackinae
and then moved to the Bay in 1797. Equally
prominent were the Grignon brothers, especially

2 The contention that the Green Bay fur traders
were exploited by Americon society during the fron-
tier peried is an attempt to answer the call of Wil-
hur Jacohs for a mew look at the for-trede perod in
American history. See Wilbur Jacobs, *Frontiersmen,
Fuor Tradere, and Other Varmints, An Ecological Ap-
praizal of the Frontier in American History,” in the
American Historical Association Newsletter, VII:
3-11 [ Movember, 19707,
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Augustin and Pierre. The traders received
manufactured products from British firms in
Canada to exchange for the animal pelts eol-
lected hy the Indians. There were few pressures
concerning profit and loss and minimal con-
flicts between Indian and while civilizalions as
the two races freely intermarried and shared
the economic benefits of the trade.® But the War
of 1512 abruptly changed this idyllic life style.
During the war, the Green Bay residents had
assizted the British cavose against the Ameri-
cans. When the war ended and the British
supposedly relinquizhed all territorial and trade
rights in the Old Northwest, the Green Bay
traders suddenly faced the eagerness of the
Americans to bring the area under their control.

As officials of the American government zat
to work to devize military and Indian policies
for the Old Northwest which would affect the
society al Green Bay, many officials harbored
|'|-;|.f-t1'.]c: fr:cli.nga toward the fur traders and In-
dians because of their complicity with the Brit-
icsh during the war. General Jacob Brown,
commander of the Northern Division of Mili-
tary Departments recommended, for example,
the wholesale exclusion of all Britizh nationals
from the territory.® Governor Ninian Edwards
of the lllinois Territory specifically cited Green
Ba:{ as a British 5t_ru1!5hulﬂ and recommended
the forceful removal of all traders and their
replacement by American citizens.® Governor
Lewiz Caza of the Michigan Territory also per-
ceived a British threat and urged the establish-
ment of military posts at Green Bay, Chicago,

% Information on the early history of Green Bay
can be found in the following: Willlam Franeiz Ra-
ney, Fisconsin: 4 Story of Progress (New York,
19400, 56; Auvgustin Grignon, “Seventy-Two Years'
Recollections of Wisconsin,™ WHC, 11: 292-245:
Louise T Kellogg, The British Regime In Wisconsin
and the Northwese (Madizon, 19350, Studies which
highlight the differences hetween Gresn Bay lhefore
and after 1815 inclode Albert G. Ellis, “Fifty-Four
Years’ Recollections of Men and Events in Wiscon-
gin,” WHC, VIII: 217-221: Henry S. Baird, “Recol.
lections of the Early History of Northern Wisconsin,™
WHC, IV: 205 An excellent sccondary source s
Alice Smith, James Dvane Doty, Frantier Promoter
|"|Tﬂl]i$-fl:l',|, ]'?‘._a-']-:|.| =60,

4 Reginald Horsman, “Wisconsin and the War of
1812, in the Wiscorsin Wagazine of History, XLVI:
315 (Autumn, 1962,

4 Henry P. Beers, The Western Military Frontier,
IBI5-1846 (Gettyshurg, Pennsylvania, 1935), 35n.

& Governor Ninian Edwards e James Monros,
March 3. 1816, WHC, XIX: 401404

SUMMER, 1971

Samiety's loonngraphic Collections

Jokn Lawe, who seitled in Green Bay in 1797,

and at the Grand Portage, thereby guarding the
major communication arteries and preventing
British infiltration into the 0ld Northwest.”
The War Dr_-partrmani reacted [ Kx] Lh:;sc SugEes-
tions and established a military post at Green
Bay in 1816, convinced that the traders re-
quired careful supervision.

Military contral, however, was not alone
suflicient to guarantee frontier security, so the
government also established an Indian agency
at Green Bay under Colonel John Bowyer. The
Secretary of War indicated that one of the
reasons for this action was “that the menaces
of the Indians throughout the Indian countries
require immediate attention, and among the
means which are proper for restoring harmony,
preacrving preace, nnd dt;fuat.ing ﬂ'u;: arts cm-
ployed by intrusive traders to generate Indian
hostilities, it is recommended that there be
immediately established an Indian agency on
the Fox River in the neighborhood of Green
Bay. .. .™

Colonel Bowyer’s major responsibility, there-

T Lewis Cags to Alexander J. Dallas, Acting Secre-
tary of War, June 20, 1815, iébid., 378,

® Report of the Seerctary of War to the President,
June 19, 1815, Michizan Superintendency of Indian
Affairs, Letters Heceived nnd Senmt, T: 72-74, These
records are a National Archive: microfilm publica-
tion. Hereinafter eited as MSIA.
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fore, was lo curtail British influence among the
Indians. an influenee which the British had
built up through years of invelvement in the
Indian trade. The Indian azent’z lever of con-
trol was government legislation requiring all
fur traders to possess a license to trade.” Colo-
el Hnw}'ur naturully would have had a ten-
deney to withhold licenses from many Green
Bay traders. After all, Bowyer needed only to
remember their cbvious British sympathies
during the war,

Matthew Trwin joined this group of Ameri-
Can niﬁt;i:a[s in 1816 ko dirn:t:t lJ:’h‘: Gre-en Bﬂy
factory, a system which had been established
in 1795 to regulate the Indian trade. It was
adminiztered by the Superintendent of the In-
dian Trade who was responsible to the Secre-
tary of War. The government provided the
factory with maoney and HLI[:IP]i'Eﬂ Lo t:xc}w.ngr.
for the lndians’ furs. Its most distinguished
aim was humanitarian, for the factory hoped
to eliminate the impoverishment which the In-
dians suffered in dealing with the supposedly
unserupulous fur traders.™ When Matthew
Irwin arrived at Green Bay, the unscrupulous
fur traders were by definition former British
subjects, such as John Lawe, Jacques Porlier,
and the Grignon brothers.

The fur traders’ dilemma waz only beginning,
for at the very time that the government formu-
lated policies in Washington, John Astor was
building an even graver threat to the traders’
economic and social lives. For soveral years
hefare the War of 1581 2, Astor had worked to
wrest control of the fur trade in the Old North-
west from British firms. In 1811 he entered into
a partnership with a British company for the
trade of the Old Northwest. With the conclusion
of the war and the expulsion of British interests
from the 01d Northwest, the territory seemed
open to wholesale exploitation by Astor's
American Fur Company. Beginning in 1815,
he organized the adminiztrative detailz of his

% The Indian agent’s role on the frontier has heen
discussed by Franciz Paul Prucha, American [ndian
Palicy In the Formative Years: The Indian Trade
gnd Intercourse Aers, 1790-1834 (Cambridge, 19621,
52-57.

W0 Procha, dmerican Tndion Policy, 84-93: Opa B
Peake, 4 History of the United States Indion Foc-
fory System, I7V95-1822 {Denver, 1954),
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firm, hiring two dynamic frontiersmen, Ram-
say Crooks and Robert Stuarl, to oversee the
defining of trade territories, to recruit raders,
and to stifle any opposition. A few years later
the American Fur Company moved into the
Green Bay region as a step toward secuaring a
I'[IHHI‘.IJHJI}' of the fur trade in the Old Northwest.
The fur traders would zoon learn that the meth-
oids of the American Fur Company bore little
relation to the fur trade they had previeusly
kKnown.?

N 1816 the future looked dim indeed for

Green Bay's residents. They faced the out-
right hestility of the military, the Indian agent,
and the government factor, because government
oflicials were convineed that the traders’ British
gympathies represented a threat to frontier
security. The traders, moreover, were subjected
te a government policy which was not only
inconsistent but also posseazed of startling con-
tradictions which only added to the problems
which they now faced.

A good example of the inconsistency of gov-
ernment policy and itz effect on the traders was
evident in the government’s regulations for
!iittrnsing Eur trulﬂ.::rﬁ. F'.spr;t:iu“}' s::n_sitivr:, to
British influence in the Old Northwest, Con-
gress pazsed a law in April, 1816, which stipu-
lated that “Licenses to trade with the Indians
within the territorial boundaries of the United
States shall not be granted o any but citizens
of the United States, unless by the express
direction of the President of the United States,
and upon such terms and conditions as the
public interest in his opinion requires.™**

The law was desioned to encourage and to
aid American business in capturing the fur
trade from British firms. The national govern-

11 A :lt".m."ripﬁi}rl of jll1||'| ﬂ.sh’.-l"‘& taclies i ﬁl'gl:l.TiiI-
iz the American Fur [:r:m]mny can be found in Paol
Phillips, The Four Trode (Morman, 19611, II: 136-
14 David Levender, *Some American Characieris-
tics of the American Fur Company,” in Russell W.
Fridley, ed,, Adspects of the Fur Trode (St Paul,
1967), 30-30. The literature on the fur trade is
voluminous, Important works inclode: David Laven-
der, The Fist in the Wilderness (Garden City, Mew
York, 19%4) ; Kenneth W, Porter, John Jacob dstor:
fusingss Man (2 vols, New York, 19310,

12 115, Statutes ot Lerge, T11: 331-333.
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ment never intended that all foreigners should
be excluded, since there simply were not enough
American citizens Lo CATTY O the business.
Thus, the Prezsident delegated his authority to
the Governor of the Michigan Territory and the
Indian agents at Mackinac, Green Bay, and
Chicago to exercise discretion in determining
who and how many British traders should be
|i{'-i.‘rl5{‘.d.'3

The Green Bay traders must have waited
anxiously on the local Indian agent for an
interpretation of the law. Their answer came
quickly. In June, 1816, Major William Puthuff,
Indian agent at Mackinac, seized the furs of
Jacques Porlier and Louis Grignon, claiming
that they were trading withoul licenses, In cer-
tain respects, Puthuff had the strictest type of
legality on his side. Porlier and Grignon were
shipping furs to Drummond Tsland, center of
British control on America’s northwest boun-
dary, and most likely were trading without
licenzes.' On the other hand, Pathuff exercised
].i"']e humﬂ.ﬂ url!][rrslanrli:ng, Tllu {;‘l.'!ﬂd]'l Bﬂ.}"
traders had no other outlet for their furs in
1416 since American businesses, especially the
American Fur Company, had not, asz yet,
entered the Green Bav region. The charge that
the traders did not possess trading licenses was
HIED hﬂ_rﬂ-h.r I'lﬂ[.':H.llHL' L.l.'": ]E.W was [JEI.SHL,‘J in J&.PT]‘.],
1816, and the furs were seized in June, 1816,
Considering the frontier’s primitive cormmuni-
catfons system, this was not sufficient time to
conform to the law’s requirements. Major
Puthuff was I.Tl'.'tl.'I.l:iljul.l.ﬁ, pe:llﬂps because T
him, as to many frontier officials schooled by a
bloody war, Green Bay represented the very
seat of British influence and therefore required
a strict application of government legislation **

1 William H. Crawford to Governor Cass and In-
dian Agents, May 10, 1816, FHC, XIX; 406, A dis-
emssion of the law of 1816 is contained in Procha,
American Indian Policy, TT-8i.

14 Perre Rocheblave to Jacques Porlier, June 20,
1816, WHEC, XIX: 416; Pierre Rocheblave ta Loois
Grignon, June 20, 1816, FHC, XTX: 417,

13 Major Puthoff to Governor Cass, May 14, 1816,
FHC, XIX: A0E-400: Major Puothuif to Governor
Cass, June 20, 1816, FHC, XIX: 423-424, Both let-
ters indicate Puthuff’s great fear of the British influ-
emce in American teriilory, Nomemos aothors have
mentioned  Puthuf’s policy, See Procha, American
Indign Policy, 78; Lavender, The Fist in the Wilder-
ness, 236-245,
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Major Puthufls rigorous enforcement of the
law was soon tempered by instructions from
Lewis Cass, Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
who PDinted oul that American businesses re-
quired the employment of same British trad-
ers* In April and May, 1817, the waders sud-
denly found that trading licenses from Colonel
Bowyer were available for the asking. Louis
Grignon appeared somewhat confused by this
change in policy: . . . In regard to the License
After all the Trouhle possible Col Bowver has
decided 1o give them to every person who asks
for them. He has said Openly that if the matter
was at his option no one should obtain a license,
but Mr. Rouse, Mr. Lawe, & Mr. James. ... I be-
lieve there will be as many traders as Houses."!7

Louis Grignon’s confusion was understand-
able. It stemmed from the fact that government
policy attempted to balance a number of con-
licting interests, and itz policies shifted from
satisfaction of one interest and then the other.
The War Department, which was responsible
for the mi]ilar}r‘ posts, the Indian EI.E{!]‘II.’:;E"S-_. the
factory system, and the enforcement of legis-
lation relating to these institutions, had one
primary goal—the elimination of British influ-
ence in American territory, A principal method
of accomplishing this objective was to exclude
the British from invoelvement in the fur trade.
But the War Department also realized that if
American busineszes, especially the American
Fur Company, captured the trade, then the Brit-
ish would lose their hold over the Indians
Thus, the War Department might at one point
outlaw all foreign participation in the trade
and then later permit a few exceptions, if such
exceptions benefited the American fur trade
companies in defeating their British competi-
tors.

Mot all zovernment officials agreed with this
policy, Thomas L, McKenney, director of the

1 Governor Lewis Cass 1o Major Puthuoff, July 20,
1816, WHEC, XIX: 427428, Al see Cass to Puthuoff,
June 1%, 1817, in the Lawe Family Papers, Letter
Folder II, Chicago Histerical Society.

17 Lovis Grignon to M. Dowsman, September 14,
1817, WHC, XIX: 475476,

L5 William Crawford to Governor Lewis Cass and
Indian Agents, May 10, 1816, FHC, XIX: 406;
George Graham, Acting Secretary of War, to Goy-
ernor Cass, May 4, 1817, WFHC, XIX: 457-108;
P:rm:]m, .{m!rl:-cmn Inph:un. Pﬂjft,j.‘, T
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factory system, and Matthew Trwin, the Green
Bay factor, had a common interest with the
Indian agenls and the mili!ar}l in ﬂurtaiﬁng the
influence of Hritish traders, since they com-
peted with the factory svstem. Shortly after
arriving at Green Bay, for example, Matthew
Irwin requested John Bowyer, the Indian agent,
to withhold licenses from the traders at Green
Bu}- hm:uum: ““whilst t]'lr_'suc and I;,It.hl:r Bl‘itj.!'ih
subjects are suffered o enter and continue in
this Country as traders, It will be useless in the
Covernment to continge this factory here; prin-
cipally from the asendancy which an inter-
rupted intercourse of many vears has enabled
them to acquire over the minds of the Indians,
supported by extensive family connections with
them. ™ 1#

Matthew Irwin and Thomas MeKenney, how-
ever, wenl one step farther, for they opposed
the licenzing of all traders, British or Ameri.
can. Their aim was to control the fur trade so
that na trader could defraud the Indians. The
“‘IEI‘ I.}Epartnltml‘r- I.‘I‘lﬁ];f_:'}' ﬂ[ [rm::}uruging [_rri-
vate enterprize through the licensing of traders
was directly opposed to itz factory syztem. Ma.
jor Irwin accurately deseribed these conflicting
lines of authority between the Indian agent and
the governmendt [actor at Green Bay:

There appears a palpable incongruity in
the manner of conducting the Indian trade;
the factors are sent to supply the wants of
the Indians, and the Indian Agents can adopt
such measures as to defeat all their plans to
that end. 1t is very certain that the authority
vested in them 1o iz=ue licenses is well caleu-
lated to destroy all the benefits that might he
expected from the factories, . . 2

The national government’s attempt to balance
the interests of the American Fur Company, the

19 Major Irwin to Colonel Jobn Bowyer, July 24,
1817, FHC, XIX: 470,

20 Major Irwin toe Colonel Thomas [, McKenney,
Sepltember 29, 1817, WHC, VII: 274275, Suorpris-
mgly few authors hsve detailed the confusion in
government policy, Theoretically, the faotory wos o
operale in areas where private traders conld he or
had heen excluded. In actual fact, factories at Chicago
arnd Green Bay were in the most competitive locations
of the Old Northwess, Government policy was alzo
affected by conflicting lines of authority within the
War Department. The Secretary of War was divectly
responsible for both the factory system and the In-
dian agents,
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factory, the military, and the Indian agencies
created a chaotic situation for several years at
Green Bay, When the War Department did not
stringently enforee the law of 1816 to exclude
all foreigners from the for trade, Thomas Me-
Kenney asked government officials for a stricter
appl'l.Lal ion of the law. McKenney had received
the first accounts of the Green Bay lu;.mr].r
which indicated that it had been unable to gain
the Indians’ business. Major Irwin claimed that
the failure of the Green Bay factory was cansed
bv the looseness of government policy which
allowed British traders in the territory.®! Me-
Kenney appealed to higher officials in Wash-
ington, first to George Graham, Acting Secre-
tary of War, and then to Henry Southard,
chairman of the Seleet Committee on [ndian
Affaire. MeKenney argued that government
policy which allowed private traders in areas
supplied by the factories hindered the effective-
ness of the factories and permitted the British
to maintain their inAuence with the Indians.2®

MeKenney's appeals and a subsequent report
of the House Committee on Indian Affairs
forced a change in government policy. In Janu-
ary, 1818, War Department orders instrocted
Indian agents to exclude all foreigners without
exception.® No sooner had the War Depart-
ment’s orders been issued than the American
Fur Company indicated its strong objections to
this policy. Two months later the national ooV
ernmient changed its poliey onee again.® As of
April, 1818, the War Deparmment allowed for-
eigners to participate in the fur trade, but only
as employees of an American citizen, This
directive at least |}rtwi|_']m:| Porlier, ste, and
the ﬂ-:igmms with the |1uPe of nhtaining licenses
aned purzuing the trade, although they, theoreti-

M Thoma: MeKenney to Matthew Irwin, January
6, 1817, WHE, XIX: 448; Trwin to McKenney,
[1819], WHC, VII: 277-278; Irwin to McKenney,
March [0, 1817, FHC, VII: 270-271.

22 Thomas Mcekenney to George Groham, Acting
Seeretary of War, Seplember 30, 1817, WHC, XIX:
A80-481; MeKenpey to Henrv Southard, Janvary 6,
1818, FHC, XX; 12-16, Seathard was chairman of
the Select Committes on [ndian Affairs. On January
22 1818, he reported a hill to establish additional
factories, FHC, XX: 12n,

3 Governor Ltw:s Cass to John Bowver, Janunary
221818, WHE, XX: 16. Also ase Prucha, dmerican
Indian P-'.nirn:]r, 59-80,

24 Ramsay Crooks and Roberl Stoant to John Astor,
January 24, 1818, FHC, XX: 14,
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The J. Seintain off portrait of Ramsay Crooks, owned
by the Society,

cally, had 1o proceed to the Indian country
under the direction of an American citizen.
The local Indian agent, Colonel Bowyer, =tll
possessed the prevogative of excluding any for-
eigner whom he judged to be dangerous to the
United States® Considering Bowyer's unfavor-
able view of the Green Bay traders, his subse-
fuent decision to refuse licenses to the traders
came as no .-,ur]n'irtr- to the Green Ha}- resi-
dents.®® The enormons difficulties and constant
uncertaintivs surrounding his attempts to oh.
tain a trading license led Jacgues Porlier to
comment that

.+ . I cannot make out what iz going to

ht‘f'l}]ﬂt‘ I'If | FE- 1 EL]HI'III']I'rr'II'_Hl as weo arc not I'l!]l'.\\'l'-

sovernor Lewis Cass to the Indian agents at
Chicago and Green Eﬂ}. .".pl'il 23, 1818, FHL, XX:
k3.

26 Japques Porlier to Forsvih, Richardson and Co.,
{no date, abont 1818), FHEC, XX: 03-04: John Lawe
to Thomas G, Anderson, November 13, 1818, FHC,
XX: 93, Bowver clearly indicated hiz opinion of the
Green Bay traders in a letter te Governor Cass, May
16, 1818, MS3IA, Letters Received and Sent, I1: 403
4.
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ing aur rights nor where we shall be attacked.
In an ohscure labyrinth, loaded incessantly
with the mozl alrocions calumnies without
means of unmasking them, whal are we Lo
da? 1 would never have helieved that among
any pecple it would be a title of reprobation
ti have been a British subject, to have be
longed to a Government which has always
seemed to me so kind to foreigners. | hegin
to perceive the word [iferty in the language
of 1“-”“-!'3 or of the Governments does not
mean the same thing as we commonly sup
prose. "

If the traders became American citizens, how-
ever, they could escape the prejudice of Ameri-
i -:lﬁi-:'i._‘ﬂ:‘ ;mr! I|.ﬁ|i<’:-:|._|_| Ee":j'_i-'-lal.nn |I|H.I|i_|,|'4!
Britizh .~c1|]:j1:-.-h.. But the road leading to citizen-
ship was a long and arduous one. In 1819 the
Green Bay traders applied to Colonel Bowyer
for American citizenship, a request which Bow.
ver denied, The acting governor of the Michi-
zan Territory, William Woodbridze, however.
:_rj':'iltlr:'l| the l'il:i'.-'.l~r1-'hi|:- recuesl on the ;_=':'nur11!-'
that Porlier and the other traders had resided
in the territory since 1796 and fell under the
provisions of the Jay Treaty which made eiti-
genship all but automatic® Some national and
local officials, however, perceived a threat to
frontier security from these “dangerous™ trad-
ers and 1.'|~rt1w.~.‘.|'|§ the Attorney General of the
[Tnited States to review the decizion. The Attor-
ney General ruled that the Green Bay traders
could not automatically become citizens under
the Jay Treaty because recent legislation re-
f[uiru:d prnqprr'rlwr citizens bo swear an 41.;'|I11
hefore the proper official. On the hasis of this
technicality, Governor Lewis Cass was forced
to revoke the traders’ citizenship and trading
licenszes, which they had just recently secured.™
The action of Cass [ﬂun;_f,ftﬂ the traders into

7 Jar:q[h(-_-. Parlier o !‘Illl.'-\-:-'l:'l... Ril:l'l-:lflg*l'll'l. and 1'.:1:-..
(o date, about 18183, FHC, XX: 9.

28 Lowis Grignon to Govermor Cass, August 27,
1819, W XX: 120; Adam Stewart to John Bow-
ver, September 3, 1819, FHC, XX: 120-121; Robert
Stuart to Governor Cass, Meavemmher 13, H‘”";]: EFHIT.
135-1%6.

2 William Wirt, Office of the Atwomey General,
o John Calhoun, Secretary of War, September 3,
1819, FHC, XX: 121-132; John Calhoun to f:r.-_w;;-
nor Cess, September 6, 1819, FHC, XX: 123; Gov
ernor Caes to Indian asgents st Michilimackinae,
Gresn Bav, Chicage, Fort Wavne, Piqua, October 11,
1819, WHC, XX 127-128.
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despair, for they had already aceepted, on
credit, a supply of goods for the trade, Without
licenses, they had little hape of obtaining furs to
pay their creditors,™ One government official
was extremely pleased by this development.
Informing Matthew lrwin of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s decizion, Thomas MeKenney's assistant
commented, “This will rid vou T hope of a
number of the greatest eneimies to your factory
Ht:l[] f‘ﬂﬂhl& _'|.'r.lli Ly oar r:.r O a mul:-h maore ﬂd\rﬂn'
tageons trade in the future with the Indians.5

NE CAN only express bewilderment at the

American government's attitude during
the licensing and citizenship controversies with
the Green Bay traders. There was Little doubt
that John Lawe, Jacques Porlier, and the other
Bay traders condueted business with British
companies in the first vears after the war, but
they had little choice sinee American firms did
nat immediately enter the fur trade in the Green
Bay area.® The War Department was also cor-
rect in viewing the traders as British sympa-
thizers, but what other attitude could be ex-
pected after the war? One fact which the
national government never considered was that
the raders were simple men. desirous of living
free from political entanglementz, The almost
paranoic fear of the national government that
the Green Bay residents would continue 1o
further British interests prevented the formu-
lation of a more reasonable puli:ty which would
have incorpovated the traders into American
society.

Mot surprisingly, the traders’ correspondence
I:)EPI!.‘:ESE-I] their frustration with the American
government. John Lawe lamented, “This is
three years . . . since peace has been made and

% Fnhery Stuart to Governor Cass, November 13,
1819, and November 21, 1810 FHC, XX: 135-137:
0. M. Bostwick to John Lawe, September 10, 1519,
FHC, XX: 125; John Lawe to Captain Thomas
Anderson, Movember 13, 1818, FHC, XX: 20-93;
Louvis Grignon to Robert Dickson, February 6, 1819,
FiC, XX- 102-103.

A Jeremioh Bronaugh to Matthew Irwin, Septem-
ber 10, 181%, FHC, 123-124.

42 [n 1816, the American Fur Company atlempted
to enclose Green Bay within jts menopoly, but the
traders then refused te join the Company, Ses the
dizscusgion in Lavender, The Fist in the Wilderness,
267, 25, 301-302.
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I have been in Hell ever sinee, 1 wish 1 could
sell put and leave this country forever,™ At
one point they seriously considered a move to
land in the Red River district made availahle
to them through a Canadian acquaintance,
Lord Selkirk. His death, however, forced the
traders to make the best of their plight at
Green Bay.™

Harassed by the frontier officials, plagued by
the competition of the factory system, and beset
by the necessity of obtaining licenses and citi-
zenship, the Green Bay fur traders recognized
the advantages of employment with the Ameri-
can Fur Company, The first years after the war,
they had refused to join the American Fur
Eomlmny, pr{:fﬂrﬁng 1nﬁt|:‘a,ri Lo lrad:: ﬂil‘nugh
an old British friend. Jacohb Franks, then em-
ploved by a Detroit firm, David Stone and
Company.® When they had failed to gain
licenzes and citizenzhip in 1818, they turned in
desperation to the American Fur Company,
|'|npi1|; that its power would bring a quiuk reso-
lution of their problems. There was justification
for their decizion. Since establishing headquar-
ters at Mackinac, Ramsay Crooks and Robert
Stuart had slowly fashioned a monopoly in the
fur trade. Government policy had facilitated
this development. The law of 1816 eliminating
all foreigners allowed the American Fur Com-
pany to capture many areas previously supplied
by the British. When the American Fur Com-
pany desired the employment of selected Brit-
izh traders, pressure was exerted on national
and local officials to relax the laws. Indian
agents, such as Major Puthuff at Mackinac,
whu |‘.|P]'.ll:|:!vl:r] the ETBI'IHHE aof fa;\-'r,trs. lia t]'u:

% John Lawe 1y Captain Themes Anderson, Nov-
ember 13, 1818, FHC, XX: 90-93.

M Louis Crignon to Robert Dickson, February 6,
1819, IFHC, XX; 102-103; Robert Dickson to John
Lawe, April 23, 1819, WHC, XX: 105-106; Lord
Selkick to Bobert Dickson, May 21, 1810, FHE, XX:
110111, Selkirk had been involved in the fur trade
in the early nineteenth century and had just received
o grant from the Hodson's Bay Company te begin a
colony in the Red River districs,

35 Lavender, The Fist in the Wilderness, 267;
Phillips, The Fur Trade, 11: 372, Both authors he-
lieved that the traders’ inability to obtain licenses
drove them inte the arms of the American Fur Com-
pany. Phillips claimed that Ramsay Crooks con-
vinced the Secretary of War that the Green Bay
traders should not receive licenses in order to destroy
David Stene’s Company in Detroit.
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American Fur Company, found that the Com-
pany’s inflmence E:IJIIETSA‘H'.!'I,’] hiz own, even to
the point of reversing his deeisions or affecting
his position. Matthew Trwin, government factor
at Green Bay, once described the power of the
American Fur Company:

... The agenls of Mr. Astor held out an idea
that they will ere long, be able to hreak the
factories: and they menace the Indian agents,
and others who may interfere with them,
with dismission from office, through Mr.
Astor. They =ay that a representation from
Messts, Crooks and Stewart [sic] (Mr.
Astor’s aﬂ'E'rllﬂ led to the dismission of the
Indian agent at Mackinac, and they also say

that the Indian agent here is to be dis-
missed ¥

Once emploved by the Ameriean For Com-
pany, the traders henefited from itz power.
Robert Stuart pledged to aid them in obtaining
licenses and citizenship and seemed confident
of suceess when he wrote to Governor Cass ex-
plaining the hardships suffered by the traders
hecause of government policy ® By July, 1820,
the members of the Green Bay community had
received American citizenship,*

The necessity of working with the American
Fur Company was all the more imperative in
their s!ru;_:g]r with the factnr}r. Ta the fur trad-
ers the fu.t:tﬂ-l":' was a business {ntfmding 1o
eliminate their only souree of economie liveli-
hood. Thiz attitude wasz shared by the American
Fur Company, for it feared the competition of
the factory in the fur trade, Emploved now by
the American Fur Company, the Green Bay
traders had a powerful ally in the fight to end
the factory system, Numerous anthors have de-
tailed the methods vnsed by the American Fur
Company in its struggle with the factory sys-
tem. In Washington and in the offices of major

38 Matthew Irwin to Thomaz McKenney, 1819,
WHC, VII: 278; Lavender, The Fizt in the Wilder
ness, 270-Z80.

47 [Robert Stuart] to Bernard Grignon, Octoher
28, 1819, WHC, XX: 128-129; Robert Stuart to Gov-
ernor Cass, November 13, 1819, WHC, XX: 135-136;
Stuart to Cass, Naovember 21, lﬂlﬁ, FHC, XX: i.’-]fuw
137; Stuart w0 Jacques Porlier, May 20, 1520, WHE,
XX: 171172,

38 Naturalization papers of Charles Crignon, July
20, 1820, FHC, 177-178; Citizenshi Vpaptra of John
Lawe and Jacques Porlier, FHC, .‘f : 215-216.
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territorial officials, Astor, Crooks, and Stuart
threatened, cajoled, and lobbied before the
government, claiming that the factory was a
business compeling with private enterprise. In
the aclual trading territories, the competition
was intenze for the American Fur Company
offered lower prices than the factory, utilized
[i.l!]'ll!_‘tr as a maans to p;aiu the furs of the lm]ia'tls,
and hired all personnel in a particular area
merely to cause a manpower shortage at the
factory.™

Granted that all the f_'hﬂ.T:'_"l::ﬁ H.EF.I.]I‘IEI the
American Fur ﬂnnl'pnan}' were rue, L =eems of
little value to narrate a familiar story, for it
onlv sueceeds in hiding the real causes for the
factory’s failure. The government’s inadequate-
Iy conceived Indian policy, which permitted
private traders to Aourish in areas supplied by
the factories, hindered the success of the factory
system. Success for the factory svstem, more-
OVET, dt:prrndﬂrl Wt ils zlhilil}' Lo obtain the
trust anid confidence of the Indians. Conszider-
ing that the traders paturallv opposed the sys-
tem and also held the trust of the Indians
stemming from years of intercourse, it was
hatdiy suri:ﬁ*:-ing that the Green Baj.r fm‘.tﬁrj'
was an unprofilable venture, Only after several
vears of intense warfave between the traders
and the factory did the national government
move to adopt a more realistic approach. As
early as 1818 Governor Lewis Cass had urged
the government to close the factories and to
udupt a policy of regulation over private enter-
]n:l-ﬂe involved in the trade. _JI:I]:'III Calhoun as
Secretary of War recommended just such a
policy, but no action was taken. In 1820 the
Reverend Jedidiah Morse suggested that the
Indians were not maltreated by the traders, The
Indians dealt with the ln;\vrh'.]:‘:;1 Morse ﬂl:l-scr\rﬁd,

M The fight hetween the American For Company
and the factory system can be follewed throogh the
excellent collection of letters by Matthew Irwin,
Thomas MeKennev, Robert Stoart, and Ramsay Crooks
in “Fur Trade and Factory System at Green Bay,”
WHC, VII: 209-288. Additional letters and doco-
mernts are [nund :ir_| I]1|.-’: ."'1-:1.| iﬂllni .-i.rl."l:livﬁﬁ l"l!l'i!"i'\l:lﬁim
mblication of the 5upﬁ'l:"u:l'l‘|1|':|Q|'|'| of Tndian deﬁ,
ettere Received and Sent, 1807-1824. Especially
revealing concerning the tactics of the American Fur
Company were the statements presented by Indian
agents before the Committes on Indian Affairs, See
Documents Relative 2o the Indian Trade (17 Con-
gress, 1 =ession, Benate Document no. 60, serial 59,
Washington, 1822).
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because they lacked eonfidence in the govern-
ment’s factories ™ In 1822 the national govern.
ment responded to the overwhelming political
pressure of the American Fur Company and
abolished the factory system,
But the Yoars hetween 1815 and 1822 had
been eritical for the Green Bay fur traders, for
”II!:I. dizeovercd that their lives were St'!l.'L?I"l_'].!r'
restvicted by government regulationz and the
outright hostility of the conguering power.
Realistically they could not leave their homes
at Green Ha_v: their only alternative was to join
the American Fur f:umpauy. Adter all, Robert
Staart and Ramsay Crooks guaranteed them
annual trading licenses, more supplies 1o com-
pete with the factory, and a promise of richer
rewards" The promize of rich rewards did
not materiatize. Twelve years later. when the
traders’ association with the American Fur
1_:1r1'|l|l.:tll:\ |'1||:|r_~|]: H‘w:.' were a destitule ]H,'n]:h'.

FTER ACCEPTING emplovment with the

American Fur Company, the traders were
forced to alter their system of fur trading, In
earlier years, when profits had not been of real
coneern except to provide the few necessities of
life in the wilderness, the traders had roamed
the length and breadth of present-day Wiscon-
gin in their search for animal pelts** The
American Fur Company, however, demanded
profits, and with the inereasing numbers of
traders filtering into the territory, the Green
Bay fur traders were forced Lo accept the more
refined methods of husiness enterprise urged
4m rhﬂll'l |:'|1| Ill'lf' .'trl'l.i"']'i.(":'l.]'l F‘“]' {:I’:l'l'l]E.lHr!:ur. 'I.]'“'
Company emploved only the most respected

0 Reverend Jedidiah Morse, A4 fepore to the Sec-
retary of War gn fudien Affoirs (New Haven, 18227,
19; Governor Cass to John Calheun, September 14,
IR, WHC, XX: 82-B6: Report of the Secretary af
War of @ Svslent Providing for the Abolition of the
Existing ITnelian Trade Estobdfishments of the United
Seates and Proveding Jor the (pening of the Trade
with the ndians 1o Privete Tndividuals (15 Ulimggress,
2 awpasion, Hounse Report no. 25, serial 17, Washing-
1on, 1R18)

1 The argumenl that the government™s inconsist
ent policies aided the American Fur Company in cap
turing the: allegiance of the traders has alsp been
cxpressed by Lavender, The Fist in the Wilderness,
01,

12 I.lllli-\- l.;r-l_.'.'ll-n Ris t:"".hl'll"‘ I:-l']g,l_zlllu., _||||'_r 23. Tﬂﬂ'_:'.
I, XX 268 269 Also see “Porlier’s Marrative,”
FHC, XV: 439,
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Avgustin Grignon, from an ol painting ewned by
the Baciety.

i."'“] [J'.l'l'l'."l'J.ul. ]l]&]‘ll])"fll‘i 1.".[ Ihl‘. ].'1|t:|||i:|l'u]'il.j.!'i|]
community: Louis, Pierre, and Augustin Gri-
.:_"IIL.I]L _|U]'|.'|'I I.t'l.".'.'l.:_ :'ITII'] _]Hf'q!]l.'fl'i E}ﬂ'l'l'-lﬁr. '-I‘I'J l":if'l'l-
plify aceounting procedures, these traders oper-
ated under the title of the Green Bay Company,
each trader agreeing to share one-fifth of the
profits or te suffer one-fifth of the losses of the
trade with the American Fuar (1.1_;]1:11.311}r. The
Lrade E
tr aIn I.] Les .'i!.I] ll:l"il:u“ E'.ll.l' '::{IITLJJ.'J.]\}', tl! s ]l]'l:':-
venting the Green Bay Company from buying
goods or exchanging furs with any competing
enterprizse. The agreement was to last for three
years, Une signatory of the contract remained

Ilnl.]l]:-i were to hl"' ﬂl!'.l]il][!d E"]{C]ua-i.\'q"_.]_‘r'

at Green Ha_\r to handle mirrlilﬁ.-a-truti\'n riu'.1ai|ﬁ,
such as the pm"hlgjn;_' and sh.f])m:.'ut of furs to
Mackinac. The remaining traders hired the
necessary boalmen and clerks and journeyed to
selected  regions in the Indian country.® By
establishing the Greenm Bay Company, the
American Fur Company dropped from its ac-
Ccounts many other traders 'E.'Il'i."r'iljuﬁ]j' H:p]rlim]
on an individual basis. These traders probably
obtained goods from competing firms, but

¥ Agreement  amwong  Augostin Grignoen, Pierre

Grignoen, [owis Grignon and Jobn Lawe, August 24,

182, WHO, XX: 206210, Also see Hnmyﬂ:.- Crooks
i Jacques Porlier, Aogust 24, 1821, FHC, XX:
211=-213,
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Crooks and Stuarl seemed to feel that a cen-
trally organized Green Bay Company could
subdue rival interests,*

The American Fur Company also assigned
each trader a specific location, usually along
the Fox and the Wisconsin rivers. Areas which
the Green Bay traders had formerly visited
were now allotted to traders from different re-
gions. The Green Bay men, for example, had
aften jnurn:—r}-‘vd up the Wisconsin Hiver to the
Mississippi in search of favorable trade. By
1522, however, thiz territory was controlled by
other traders of the American Fur Company,
notably Joseph Rolette operating from Prairie
du Chien.?

The Green Bay traders were never able to
adjust to the regulations of the American Fur
Company. The detailed accounting procedures
and the restricted trading territories were un-
like their earlier practices in the fur trade.
Dhuring the next decade, the traders experienced
year alter year of unprofitable trade, partially
because of the harzh economic practices of the
American Fur Company.

Soon after the Green Bay Company was
established, for example, Augustin Grignon of
the Green Bay Company continued the practice
of trading along the lower Wisconsin River,
despite the American Fur Company’s directions
that this area belonged to Joseph Rolette. Ram-
say Crooks considered Grignon's conduct
symptomatie of a lack of principle®® In the
winter of 1822, Grignon and Rolette bitterly
[ought for the Indian trade along the Wisconsin
River, and Grignon's trading post was de-
stroyed by the Indians. There secmed little
doubt that Relette had deliberately provoked
the Indians into thiz act.*” The American Fur
Company, aware of Rolette’s actions, refused
to censure him, because he conducted one of
its most profitable outfits, while the Green Bay
Company struggled along vear after year.
Crooks did caution Rolette to be somewhat
more moderate toward the Green Bay traders:

4% Ramszay Crooks o Louiz Rouse, September 4,
1821, in the American Fur Company Papers, II:
133, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Herein
after cited as AFC Papers,

i Ramsay Crooks to Joseph Rolette, September
4, 1821, fbid., 132,

W Ramsay Crooks to Hobert Stvart, Janoary 4,
1822, ibid,, page number illegible,
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[ am perfectly aware that the capital placed
in your hands by the Company gives you the
power to injure all your competitors, if not
to destroy their business altogether, and 1
am not ignorant of the advantages which
such a result would secure nor have | the
smallest doubt that such is your aim—>Still
however obvious the benefil, moderation to-
ward those wha derive their supplies from us,
must be the governing principle. . .

Why did Crooks urge moderation toward the
Green Bay traders even though he also admitted
that “henefit™ might acerue from ruining their
trade? Crooks’ position represented a carefully
developed business strategy of the American
Fur Company. Crooks realized that there was
considerable competition for furs around Green
Bay, for it was the first permanent settlement
on the western shore of Lake Michigan and
naturally the first place the vanguard of west-
ward migration stopped en route to the appor-
tunities of the West. This early migration in.
cluded many merchants and lawyers who origi-
nally settled in the immediate neighborhood of
Fort Howard, an area which came to be known
as Shantytown. Two of these merchants, Daniel
Whitnegx and Robert I:‘win, wers fairl:.r t}"p:icnl.
They opened penersl retail businesses, but
since there were few settlers al Green Bay they
needed other sources of income, Both Whitney
and Irwin, therefore, entered the fur trade and
provided competition for the American Fur
Company. They were supplied with trade goods
from Detroit and generally received a larger
supply and wider assortment of goods than the
personnel of the American Fur Company.®?

47 Louis Grignon to Awsgustin Grignon, February
19, 1822, WHC, XX: M3-286; Jacques Porlier to
Lowis Cass, June 8, 1922, WHC, XX 258-260; Cov.
ernor Cass 10 John Calloun, Secretary of War, .Tu]y
O, 1822, WHC, XX: 265, Later, Grignon was in-
formed that the government coold teke mo action
against Belelte hecause there wae no definite proof.
See James G, Sonlard to Avgustin Grignon, July 29,
1822, WHC, XX: 274 Rolette was considered the
most ruthless trader in the territory. See Lavender,
The Fist in the Wilderness, 321-325.

48 Romsay Crooks to Joseph Rolette, September
5, 1823, AFC Papers, [I[: 14; Ramsay Crooks to
Hobert Stuart, April 8, 1822 AFC Papers, II: 248

4% Henry 5. Baird, “Recollections of the Early His.
tory of Northern Wisconsin,” WHC, IV: 202: Alice
Smith, “Daniel Whitney, Pioneer Wisconsin Business.
man,” in the Fisconsin Magazine of Histery, XXIV:
283-304 (March, 1941} ; John Lawe to Robert Stuart,
Janwary 4, 1823, Lawe Papers, IV
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The Shantytown merchants were a serious
threat to the members of the Green Bay Com-
pany. The traders often gave the Indians mer-
chandizse on credit before the winter’s hunt,
only to see the Indians later sell their furs to
the Shantvtown merchants, To prevent the In-
digns from dealing with Whitney and Irwin,
Juhn Lawe wrged the traders to conduct all
business with the Indians in the interior, away
from Green Bay and the influence of Shanty-
town. At one point, Lawe considered spreading
a rumor that smallpex was ravaging the Green
Bay community to keep the Indians in the
interior.™

Realizing the intensity of the competition at
Green Bay, Crooks and Stuart abandoned any
hopes of ever attaining a monopoly. They were
convineed that the Green Bay area would never
vield a profit; the merchant businesses of men,
such az Whitney, were just too solidly en-
trenched.® The American Fur Company, how-
ever, maintained a token opposition at the Bay
to prevent its :mmp::titgr:. [rom ever gn.illillg i
real Foothold in the trade, a baze from which
they might threaten more proftable trading
areas along the lake shore or in the interior.
The Company did not communicate this strat-
exy to the traders, In fact, it allowed the Green
Bay traders to believe that they were Lreated
equally with all other employees, When in-
formed of Daniel Whitney's presence by the
Green Bay traders, Stuart led them to believe
that Whitney would not affect their trade.™
Stuart also derided the efforts of another mer-
chant, Rebert lrwin, to hire traders at the Bay.
Writing to Jacques Porlier, Stuarl observed,
“I believe the house of which Mr, lrwin is said
to be agent will ereate more noise than effect;
the Lord knows the trade is alveady bad enough ;
but if more fools will come, why we must wel-
come them.”™

Stuart's letters to the traders gave the im-

W John Lawe to Jaeques Porlier, November 14,
1823, FHC, XX: 322; John Lawe to James Porlier,
February 3, 1824, WG, XX 331-352,

1 Ramszay Crooks to Hobert Stuwart, January &
1822, AFC Papers, I1: page number illegible; Crooks
to Stoart, April 8, 1822, AFC Papers, 11: 23; Stuan
to Crooks, Movember 10, 1822, AFC Papers, I1: 442,

52 Robert Stwart to John Lawe, October 10, 1821,
ihid.. 120,

G2 Hoberl Stwart o Jasqoes Porlier, Oetober 27,

1822, WHC, XX: 2%,
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pression that he was singularly unconcerned
about the opposition and had no doubts that
the traders could still secure profits. At other
times, however, when communicating with more
favored traders of the Company, Stuart ex-
pressed his real policies regarding Green Bay:

For they [Green Bay traders] have got
goods from lrwin at the bay, (which he got
from Detl‘ﬂilj .. . besides 1 know that Lock-
waooil made them a liberal offer to supply all
their wants: and et the result be loss again,
they wounld have strengthened his opposition
g0 as o make it of serious consequence to
vour operation for there would be no re-
straint whatever; and it would be throwing
them cumpletely into the arms of our oppo-
nents which, as I have already stated, might
be of no beneficial resull to either of them
but still must have turned out of serious
detriment to us. . .

Stuart accomplished his objective of main-
taining a token resistance at Green Bay in a
number of ways, Inadequate supplies were con-
sistently sent to the Green Bay traders while
more elaborate outfits were 5}IiF[}E~d to areas
where the American Fur Company’s monopoly
was more secure, such as at Prairie du Chien.
Although this was certainly a sound business
procedure, it sealed the Green Bay traders’ fate:
[I!t’.‘].-' could not compe e with the uppusit{cm,
and consequently they lost money5*

N 1823 Stuart disbanded the Green Bay Com-

pany, but for the next decade he supplied
traders on an individual basis.™ When losses in
the trade continued to grow, Stuart adopted
additional fAnancial measures to reduce the
losses sulfered by the American Fur Company.
The traders were forbidden to advance credit

& Robert Stuart io Joseph Rolette, Augost 29,
1822, AFC FPapers, I1; 326,

G5 Bamsay Crooks 1o Fierre Grignonm, October 2,
1821, AFC Papers, I1: 152:; 1. Mason 1o Holette,
Augnst 22, 1822, AFC Papers, II: 325: Stuant to
Crooks, November 11, 1822, AFC Papers, II: 438,

% In 1823 the American Fur Company merged
with Stone, Bostwick and Company, a Detreit firm.
This merger necessitated a eomplete aceonnting of
the Company's books, At this time, Stwart decided
o terminate the Green Bay Company and establish
new apgreeiments with selected traders. See Robert
Ztuart o Ramsay Crooks, Mevember, 1823, AFC
Pupers, 1IE: 33; Stoart to Jacques Porlier, June 10,
1123, AFC Papere, I1: 453: Siuart to Lonis Huqlu-.,
May 10, 1823, AFC Papers, 11: 449,
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Bay businessman,

[&19,

frreen
ed there in

Hanial W hitney,

to the Indians for a winter's |m||l in hopes of
The
also were refused permission Lo reduce the price
of their l'__‘!'(lu_--fl.:-'c to compete with the merchants
of Shantyvtown. As maore settlers
trickled into the frontier Stuart
opposed cash sales to them because he feared
that the traders would not devote their full
attention to the trade in furs." Such cost-cutting
measures an the part of the American Fur Com-

obtaining furs alter the season.” traders

IO TER :lII(]

community,

||.|n'. WeTEe -l|lIrH|. D= ITH 55 Qo -'1|||r1 - ]ZILL1 LEIL"L'

were financially ruinous to the traders, Eac |‘:
year their loswes inereased and also their debts
to the American Fur Company. If they could
credil to the Indians or
;H'i-:q'.-i. their chances of ever I'IIJ'II|.H'|.:'IJ:_" with the
Shantytown merchants were mil. Tf 1]1r-_1.' could
not trade with the settlers, |]It‘:.' were .L]tr-u|ul-.'l!.'
prevented from ever participating in the chang-
ing economic structure of the Green Bay com-
munity. The account books of the American
Fur Company indicate the traders’ fate, In 1822
the Green Bay Company was §16,000 in debt,
and each vear thereafter the debl increazed.™

In 1826 and 1827 Green Bay r:\12u2=.1"ir*l'll"i‘t| it=s
worst trade years. Bot this time the economie

naok i'l(l‘-':]f'lﬂ'l.‘ |-’_I'|.'l.ll‘l
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pinch also hit the Shantytown merchants, fore-
ing Daniel "l."i'hitrn-\ to tender an offer to the
American Fur lu1r1| any to sell his mnterest in
the trade. Alw avs the master str; itemst, Stuart
refused the offer.
able to the American Fur Company, for a stale-

Conditions were now favar-

male had been achieved at Green Bay. Com-
menting on 1'L1|;.|I.i|IL¢‘f|I'-'~ f.:-l'fl'l:', Stuart observed,
""f'n'h;llv.*_'. must have suffered severely — and

wished me to hu_-. hirm out, but he may make the
most of it for altho we cannot abandon that
tradle. I would rather he should supply some of
for whether there is oppo.
sition or nol. no meney is to be made there,”®

the people, than we;

From the | "I.“-'I.I:ILII:ﬂ of their association with
the American Fur Company, the traders had
realized Stuart’s strategy, I 182 I’;‘{'IILLI'-\.‘ Por-
lier bitterly complained that the Company was
supplying other traders with goods at « hl"ap! r
prices and locating them in trading territories
which, for years, he had occupied. In an amaz
ingly aceurate summary, John Lawe indicated
the traders” knowledge of Stuart’s tactics:

Az I wrote you last year they made uz form
a Company at the Bay but it is & mere Buar-
|I'~1;Lu.' for to throw us inle mizery & lrouble
they pretend it is for our own good it is true
it would be if we had the privilege of athers
'1]I;L| 15 Lo goet our "|u:'-||-\ as low as thev ( couldd
really give them and with a zood profit) and

.. al least liberty to o where we please but
no it is guite the contrary they don't wish
] |.--='ii|"'k|' T r'uirl s |:||I' re:._l.l an -||:|||-:r-_-i[iu,|l1
might form and come into the counley®

Many historians have claimed that the story
is not complete without recognizing that the
Green I]m traders contributed to their
&

oW

||ii'|||_'u|l1'|'- ertainly such o ||..n-r4 s hold some

57 Robert Stuart to Michael Dousmaen, Aogust 13,
1825, WHE, XX: 378

oE |Ilr|.|.l'.|l. fllllt' I'.lll"l.: an
reen opposed to the sale

-I|I.-‘.:-El'|||"l'|!.|1"- oeepation

had always
fs 1o settlers as a

i
traders, Sem .

Fur
|'|[ E
for

[ mpany

L

Ward Ruckman, *Ram=ay Crooks and the Fur Tradae
of the Northwest,” in Minnesota History, YII: 27

| "|| arch, 1934G)

V Hobert Stuart to Hamsay Crocoks, November 11,

I"" ., AFC Papers, 11: 43: Stoart to Crooks, July
™, 1826, AFC P:lpll'i. -

Robert Stuart 1o Hemsay Crooks, Aogust 18,
1827, AFC Papers, 111: 460-269,

11 _F:.]Ln_ |.:|'n.-_- Lo _|._'||n|| |":l:|||l\'.-. .1|II$"_||7|_ _2-":. |ﬂ2‘:?.
F 277-278; Robert * to Jacques Por-
lier, May 16, 1822, FHC, XX

B2 This is also the position of Lavender, The Fist
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truth. Often they refused to journey into the
wilderness [or trade. AL other times, John Lawe
freely dispenszed credit to the Indians and fur
traders alike, although he knew their ability to
pay was doubtful ™ Stuart onee commented on
such business habits: “There exists among the
gentry of that district an unconguerable aver-
sion to economy, and their only care seems to
be to get into their profession the means of
pam}u?]’]'ng H'“.'ll‘ indﬂlt‘l’l{:e. . .“‘“4

Rather than view these faults as j1|5}li[|{:aﬁnn.=-
for the American Fur Company’s business poli-
cies, it seems more appropriate to say the for
traders were fairly consistent, They continued
tor Follow the life and economic patiern the_v had
known before the frontier :;nl&r\et] a tran .-,.ili_n'nuf
period. This was the tragedy of the Green Bay
cammunity; hoth the government and the
American Fur Company in their desire to ex-
ploit and develop the frontier economy took
little notice of a segment of the population in-
capable of adapting to new conditions.

But why did the traders continue their affili-
ation with the American Fur Company for so
lomz, even as their debis inereased ¥ The traders
had few alternatives, for wrading was their only
skill. They were colturally and economically
diflferent from the “Yankee™ migration exem-
pjiﬁﬁt‘l }.rj.' Daniel Whium}-. WILH]\:;:,'._. too, ha.:l
entered the fur trade, but at the same time he
was involved in purchasing land, in retail trade
with the settlers, and in the supply of Fort
Howard with beef and zrain.™ Thiz economic
diversity gave Whitney an enormous advantage
over the traders, Where Whitney could trade
with the settlers. the fur traders could not he-
cause of the rules of the American Fur Com-
pany against retail trade. While the military
proved an economic advantage to merchants
such as Whitney, it represented purely s regula-

- — ———

in the Wilderness, who first elaimed that the Green
Bav tradere were psed by the American Fur Com-
pany as u block o other fur trading interests. Lav-
ender, however, tended to believe that the traders
were indolent and lacked business skill, See Laven.
der, The Fist in the Filderness, 395-246,

W thlr:rt Stwart to Hamsay Crooks, November,
1823, AFC Papers, 111: 33; Robert Stoart to John
Lawe, ‘H“ph;:lrllul H] 1826, AFC |'|.|.p|:;-.,t| LII: 356.

14 Ramﬂa'_r Crooks to Rebert Stuart, Jenuary 4,
1822, AFC Pupcﬂ:. II: page number illegibla,

[ blu]ﬂl, ‘Dranie] g"‘]]iln&y;‘ 283-304; Francis
Panl Prucha, Brogdaox and Baovomet (Lincolm, 19673,
161.
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tory body to the traders, since its duties in-
\'Iri'l'!:{l II'I_I'_" .“-u'ljt"n'iﬁ‘ll_'ll'l {!f F].'i'.i'll:].'l ﬂ.l“'! Bfitish
lrudrrs. {rovernment conkracts for |.1|::Ef, cals,
and grain, therefore, were rarely granted to the
traders. They were primarily involved in fur
trading with few opportunities for providing
such products, Their reputation as  British
nationals, moreover, made it dificult to sur-
mount the infleence of the “Yankee” mer-
chant=" Soldiers’ payralls also failed to henefit
the traders because of the rule of the American
Fur Company against sales to seltlers and be-
cause of their inability to compete with the
prices and influences of the Shantvtown mer-
chani=*

It is not surprising, therefore, that the for
traders viewed the military as a threat, rather
than as an economic boon ko the Green Hu!.r
community. The traders must have been slightly
amused when the military arrived in 15810 to
protect them from the Indians, a race with
whom the traders had lived Tor years in relative
harmony. As the vears passed, the traders’ cor-
E“HIJ'I::I]'I(.[I'.'H‘L'['! Was .Fl[]{'f] “'ith. comments an l..h.ﬂ
disastvous effect of the military on Green Bay.
John Lawe once commented:

. There has been a great number of U.S.
troops garrizoned or that [are] Stationed at
Green Hn}r hust what g:md does that do me
it iz only 1o assizt in roining of me & the
Pilfering or general Stealing, Killing of Cat-

% This statement fe ot variance with most of the
literature on the military and itz effect on frontier
SRmmiEnitees, I'r1||+|,:: olaimend r]iﬂi the miljl.ar:.r WHE
an economic stmunlne o Green Bay., Althongh this
staternent is trae, it needs earefol distinetions, Gov-
“ronmenmnt confracis ‘N"'I'LI'I“{‘«II_ e, hlll"h HEY i}uﬂi‘l!!
Whitnev, not the fur traders, By argument js impres-
cinmizlic, deriveld from reading eountless letters of
the traders. Additional research, however, on the dis-
mosition of government contracts would substantiate
thees ,l_u-rlrl‘u.li'.v:llillnﬂ. Tn 133[.. [l'.lr examp]e, l.'rh]}'
Daniel Whitney and John P Arndt received sovern-
menl contractz: for supplving Fort Howard, See Let-
ter from the Secretory of War Transmilting State-
ments of the Contracts Mupde by the War ﬂcpnr.!
ment dyring the Year 1830 (21 hm;{rfﬂts., 2 wession,
House Executive Document no. T3, l-r:rul] _'-.'."JE 'ﬁ-nsh
ington, 18311, Also sce Procha, Sroodes and Deye-
me, 16l

6T John Lawe to Jacol Franks, Seplember 5, 1823,
FHC, XX 308-310; John Lawe to Mrs. Hamilton,
September 12, 1824, FHC, XX: 351-353: Ramsay
Crooks 1o the Secrctary of War, May 7, 1835, in
Clarence E. Carter, ed., The Territorial Papers of
the United States. Vol XI1: The Territary of Michi-
gan (Washington, 1934-), 009,
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tle and commiting every kind of depredation
that they can. . . . They are a nuisance to
Society and in place of being put there for
the protection of the place they are the de-
struction of ir.%

HE FINAL BLOW to the Green E-u:,' traders

occurred in 1834 when John Astor =old his
interest in the American Fur Company and it
was reorganized under the direction of Ramsay
Crooks. Crooks decided to close all affairs in
Green Bay and required a final accounting.
Since the 1820°s, the traders had steadily lost
maoney. To satisly their debts, they mortgaged
their land claims and deeds to the American
Fur Company."™ What, on the surface, seemed
an equitable settlement, left the traders with
little capital or a marketable commodity—Iand
—in the 1830's as the fur trade died out.

As the American Fur Company acquired title
to the traders” land in Green Bay, the land's
value suddenly skyrocketed because thousands
of farmers and town dwellers arrived to settle
along the western shore of Lake Michigan.
Astor, Stuart, and Crooks then plotted a town
at Green Ba}'_. apprupriat::'}' named Astor, The
land rose in value while the traders remained
impoverished.™ A contemporary resident de-
seribed the conditions leading to the plotting
of Astor:

... The land was originally cwned by John
Lawe and the Grignon family. Together with
other real estate it was taken in payment of
balance due the old Green Bay Company to
the former Company; the debt having ac-
crued by loss in the Indian trade—for in this
buziness, it generally happened that the small
traders who purchased their goods at higher
prices, after years of toil and privation spent
in the trade, came out with nothing leaving
to the great monopoly the lion's share of the
profits. The consideration received by the
former owners, was trifling compared with
the present value of the property.™

The traders did not suddenly leave Green
Bay: many lived on there until the 1850°s. John
Lawe etill received a few goods from the Ameri-
can Fur Company: others dabbled in land spec-
ulation and local politics. These activities, how-
ever, can not conceal the fact that few traders
achieved material success and that Green Bay's
history was now dominated by the restless

American frontiersmen.™
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Thus, the frontier period in Green Bay from
1815 to approximately 1834 was transitional
and with change came confusion, contradiction,
and e.tpfui tation. The government experimented
with suitable policies for military defense, the
Indians, and the fur trade. [i= initial efforts
were often inconsistent. as indicated by the
sovernment’s enforcement of the law of 1816
and the establishment of both Indian agencies
and government factories. To the American Fur
Company this period was both the heyday and
the decline of the fur trade in the Old North-
west. Time was short, investment was great:
the need for the close serutiny of lrade and
traders was obvious. At first, the fur trader
willinzgly attached himself to the American Fur
Company as a refuge from what seemed the
cruel and oppressive policies of the American
government. Later, he discovered that his life
with the {_:r:umpﬂn:f was no better. Uninitiated
in the methods of corporale enterprize, that is,
defined trading territories, and his role as a
block to other fur trading companies, he gradu-
ally compiled unpayable debts to the American
F'1,|r {:r:mpnn}'. J’Ls the {rnntir:r BT ehnnged
from fur trade to zettlement, the fur trader had
neither the skillz nor the capital to enter fully
inta this new economic life, The American Fur
Company refused to allow retail trade with the
settlers and requisitioned his only other asset—
land. As with the land and the Indians, the fur
trader was exploited, sometimes intentionally,
other times quite unconzciously, by a society
in the process of change.

38 John Lawe to Mrs. Hamilton, September 12,
1524, FHC, XX: 351-353, There are many letters of
the traders axpressing their oppesition to the mili-
tary, See, for exemple, John Lawe to Jacob Franks,
September 5, 1623, FHC, XX: 310; John Lawe to
{unknown), Mareh 9, 1820, Lawe Papers, III;
Jacques Porlier to Governor Cass, June 8, 1822, in
Curter, ed., The Territory of Michigan, X1: 243,

89 Smith, Jfames Doty, 158-159. The transfer of
ileeds can be followed in the Lawe Papers, X-XX,

0 Smith, femes Doty, 158-173, describes in detail
the establishment of Astor.

71 Baird, “Recollections of the Eoady History,”
FHC, IV: 215.

72 Many traders went on fo local politics and to
small businesses, but the later history of Green Bay
made it evident that the fur traders had relinguished
community leadership to men such as James Doty
and Daniel Whitnev, A= late as 1840, for example,
John Lawe owed 822500 to the American Fur Com-
pany. Contract between Sammoel Abbot and John
Lawe, Auvgust 28, 1840, Lawe Papers, XXIL



THE POLITICS OF ANTI-COMMUNISM:

A REVIEW ARTICLE

By RopBERT GRIFFITH

HE BOOKS under review in this essay con-

cern MeCarthyism. or, more accurately,
America’s zecond great Red Scare. The dis-
tinction s important, for the two are not
synonymous, The term MeCarthyism was
coined during the early 1950%s to describe the
|r|:-|ili:::=. of anti-communism. This pr:-]ilinzs did
not begin with Joe MeCarthy's famous speech
at Whr.:rling, West Yirginia, nor did it end in
1954 with his censure by the Senate. Indeed,
the term itself vastly exaggerates the Senator’s
importance and distorts the past of which he
was only a parl. During the past several vears
a growing number of scholars have songht ta
Fnhsi‘l'rl‘f‘.'t [all:f in some instances rﬁin!erpml}
the polities of anti-communi=sm in mid-twen-
tieth-century America.! The books under re-
view in this essay are representalive of this
effort,

The first and most important of thess books
is Michael Paul Rogin, The Intellectuals and
MeCarthy: The Radical Specter,® winner of
the American Historical Association’s Albert

NOTE: The titles of those books under review are
identified by astericks; complete bibliographical
information is given ot the end of the article.

! See, for example, the following: Donald I, Kemp-
er, Decade of Fear: Tom Hennings and Civil Liber-
ties {Columbia, Missouri, 19%65); Ead Latham, Tie
Commurise Controversy in Washington: From the
New Deal to MeCarthy (Cambridge, Massachuselis,
19661 ; Robert Griffith, Fhe Politics of Fear: Joseph
K. McCarthy end the Senpte (Lexington, Kentucky,
1070) .
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J. Beveridge Award. Firat published in 1967
and now reissued in paperback, The Intellee-
tuals and MeCarthy iz a brilliant analysis of
the political origing of MeCarthylsm and a
devaatating critique of that explanation of
MeCarthyism popularized in the 1950°%2 by
Daniel Bell, Sevinour Martin Lipset, Richard
H::pf'sltafll'er_. and the other contribulors to The
New American Right®

During the 195()'s, argues Rogin, American
liberals, traumatized by the impact of wars,
revolutions, and totalitarian mass movements,
sought to explain McCarthyism in terms of a
mass-based, “radical right” threat to Ameriea's
conservative institutions. Led by Bell, Lipset,
and Hofstadter, they identified MeCarthyism
with populism and dezcribed both as irrational
responses to  the secular, industrial state,
McCarthy was the heir to La Follette, they
argued ; MeCarthyizm was populism gone sour.
Disillusioned by what they believed to be the
consequences ol mass democracy, these “plu-
ralist” acholars instead placed their confidence
in interest groups, in public and private bu-
reaucracies, and in the educated elite which
governed both, They discovered in these in-
stitutions and in their instrumental politics,
a conservative bulwark apainst the dangers of
pepular passion.

* Daniel Bell (ed), The New American Right
(New York, 1955), and itz revised adition, The
Radical Right {(New York, 1963).
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Seastor Wellarthy, arm in cast following en accident,
feving the Sennte after its first tentative vote to
censure fiim,

This interpretation of MeCarthvism is in-
adequate, argues Rogin, for three reasons. In
the firsl place it rests on the false assumption
that there is a continuity between agrarian
radicalism and McCarthyism, After carefully
analyzing voting patterns in Wisconsin, North
Dakota, and South Dakota. Hn:_!;‘m concludes
that there is no zuch continuity. If anything,
the opposite is more accurale; agrarvian radi-
calism, where cohesive. has contributed not to
the Htrpuh]il.'au ri;_:]ll.. but to the t'un:ﬂi[u:—-]]u}-‘
of Democratic liberalism.?

Secondly, the pluralists mizinterpret the na-
ture of agrarian radicalism. Canght up in a
system of thought which defines mass move-
ments as automatically irrational, the plaral-
ists have on the one hand underemphasized the
:‘-‘-]:n::x:iﬁf izapes and guah of ]:Lrpulir-t protest
(in The .-i;:r-r nf R-&."Irrfrm. for Eﬂmmplf}-, Richard
Hofatadter quickly pazses aver economie issues

* D thiz point also see David A. Shannom, *Was
MeCarthy a Political Heir of La Follette,” in the
Fisconsin Magezine of History, 45:3-9 (Autumn,
19610 .
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i[i nrih‘r 1'” t.‘.‘:ﬂmin{' 'l'M:IFI'Ll] ilqt r]1ﬁ;t|_|rin: fl:lr Eiri'
dence of anti-semitism, anti-intellectualism and
irrationality ), while on the other hand they
have failed (through “the sin of noncompara-
tive analysis™ ) to see that many of the charac-
teristics which they attribute to the populists
are ELET miore i]i:l I.!l‘lil'l'l!'l‘]l"‘ o ‘11';" ':'ITIT'I""-"TT“‘_;TI:‘: .ﬂ'nt!
elite adversaries of pu[.lull-sm. “The lminl here
is not to absolve Populism of sins by spread.
ing the guilt, but rather (o question interprela-
tions which locate the roots of contemporary
JJl."“ iru'i.‘-t] l:‘xln:rlli!%rn ﬁ]H:li.'i .1.:ﬂ.|]:|r' iﬂ Ii'll]‘ AgETar-
ian radical tradition.” Like Norman Pollack,
!{IJI‘_\,’ill Sth2s |J||']}|]Ii1‘=-'|ﬂ a8 a ]'Htil'ﬂh'il., n]._'ls.-:-!msﬁ']
protest. not against industrialism per se, huot
against control of the industrial process by
croups inimicalle o agrarian interests,
]?inﬂll}, HLJ;iu argues that :"rlt;{:arlli}'iam,
ull“;:.l"' ngrm'i.‘!n r-‘td{il:"ﬂ]i.‘-rﬂ. Was Hl_lt A nass

movemenl, 1t did not :'-|:Jit aparl exist 'm;: coali-
tions or create a new mass hasiz for polities,
Rather, MceCarthvism was the product of ac.
tions (and inactions) on the part of conserva-
tive [and liberal) elites—precisely those groups
te whom the !.lli.ll'ﬂ“!-‘-lﬁ would twen for the
orderly operation of society, From the outset
MeCarthy's power and prestige depended upon
the active support of conservative Republican
leaders, and upen the acquiescence of Demo-
crals ﬂ]'l.(] r{i'l]ulfrlli'il]'l 'I'If'.ll?lijlf"l']tlf'ﬁ. {}nf‘ﬂ ﬁ'l,]l:"'.i'l
support and acquiescence became inexpedient,
as it did after 1954, MeCarthy's influence
rapidly evaporated. MeCarthyism thus be-
comes not, as the pluralists would have it, an
I:ll:ljl.'ﬂl ]I'.‘;;\."'_HHI i:l'l I,}“"_. ]}ﬁ"l'lt:rl[:ﬁrl.(:l: :'I.:I'II:], “"i.?j[.l.l:'ll'l'l‘
of elite rule, but a cautionary tale about the
fiﬂnger:! ﬂ‘F -'t.['lﬂf'll,'ll'!'l'l'dlﬂ"a"

This i= a brilliant book, the importance of
which zoes far beyond the problems of Me.
f:urth].'isln flrlil Ji',{rﬂr]ﬂ.rl :I.'HIHﬁJ.l.I.‘IFl[l,. Tﬁrﬂ II.J'I-"

popu lar d emodTa E]F-'1'

* This same point was made earlier by David and
Esther Thelen in their fine study of the MeCarthy
recall moverment, a grass.roots moverwent frustrated
by the timidity and self-interest of the stawe’s plura-
list imstitutions, “As the leaders of the recall move-
ment discovered, every institution or pressure group
has a vested interest in perpetusting fts own exist-
enee, And when publie endorsement of an unorthe-
dex social or political movement might threaten that
exiztence, the institution inevitably balks, hesitates,
and in the end does nothing at all.” David and Esther
Thelen, “Joe Must Go: The Movement to Heeall
Senator Joseph R, McCarthy,” in the Fiseonsin
Muagazine of History, 49:185-209 (Spring, 1966).
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tellectuals and MeCarthy pozes a fundamental
challenge to madern pluralism, the liberal
political theory which has until very recently
prescribed and limited the study of American
I_I‘U]_i'ii:'ﬁ,s A.[:':'.Url:“l'l;.’l Lo l{ﬂgi'l"lq_. ““}I:].l'frl'l |J|.LIJ:‘E1.|.-
ism centers on the interest group organization
of American paolitics and upon elite manage-
ment of these interest groups. Politics, in this
analysiz, becomes the process through which
these various elites seek to maximize the in-
lerests of their Broups. This process takes
place in an atmosphere of compromize and
civility made possible by the insularity of
leaders from their constituents and contributes
to the orderly functioning of government,
Mass politics, in the pluralist view. threalens
the operation of govermmenl llll'uugh the in-
troduction of emotionalism, inflexibility, and
unreasonablencss,

As Rogin pointz out, soch a theory can ex-
plain neither elite support of irrational, anti-
democratic movements such as MeCarthyism,
not creative and democratic mass movements.
Pr)f:u]i.q,m, industrial unionism, the civil r:'lghts
movement {and, one might add, opposition to
the Wietnam War} have all been creative
popular movements organized oulside the nor-
mal channels of American politics. Yet all of
them fall outside the pale of pluralist respect-
ability. Pluralism, concludes Rogin, i=s “a
peculiar mixture of analysis and prescription
.+« [which] may hest be judged not as the
product of science but as a liberal American
venture into comservative political theory.”
This i= an inlpul'[ant work and one which
should be read by every serious student of
modern America.

NE MAY also follow the debate over the
sourees of MeCarthyism in the pages of
Taseph R. McCarthy,* a collection of docu-
ments and articles edited by Allen J, Matuzow
for Prentice-Hall’s Crear Lives Obgerved sories.,
In addition to a representative sampling of
MeCarthy's own inimitable speeches, Matusow
has included excerpts from the writings of the

Balsn siee Theodore |, .|..||'I.'|'i,_ The End |'.I_|ll Liberal-
isne: fdeslogy, Policy, and the Crisis of Public Anih-
arify ANew York, 19601 and Robert Paul Walif,
Barrington  Moore, Jr, and Herbert Marcuse, A
Critigue of Pure Tolerance (Boston, 1965},
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Senator’s admirers, Roy Cohn and William 5.
Schlamm, as well as erities such as Arthuar
Eisenhower and Will Herberg, The final sec-
tion contains three examples of the “pluralist™
analvsis by Nathan Glazer, Peter Viereck, and
Su}'mnur Martin Li;}m.'h_ all contributors to The
New American Right, There is also a class
analysis by the editors of Monthly Review,
Leo Huberman and Paul M. Sweezy. The col-
lection includes Nelson Polshy's important
1 Eaih Hl‘l;[!l!.‘_. “Tawards an Ex}liunal'lun af
MeCarthvizm,” which attacks the status-anxiety
hypothesis and argues that MecCarthy's sup-
porters were primarily Republicans acting on
the basiz of conventional political considera.
tions, The volume closes with an excerpt from
Hc:g'm‘:ﬁ The Intellectels and .'Hr:{?ﬂrtﬁj‘ which
emphasizes the role of political elites in sus-
taining MeCarthyism.

The achievements and limitations of elite
resistance to McCarthyism are nowhere better
rﬁ}'EH]ﬂ-rl ll!ﬂ.l‘t i]'l T|'|rrl'na:-‘- C. HE_‘,‘E'VEE-T Fremirﬂm
and the Foanndation.” a thoroughly researched
and well-written study of the Fund for the
Republic. The Fund was incorporated in late
1952 as an imlept:ndenl bLif:I:iEl:H.‘;lI'_‘lr of the Ford
Foundation which turned over fo it some
fifteen million dollars for the defense of free-
dom and liberty. After szeveral vears of cau-
tious delay, the Fund, under the bold leader-
ship of Robert Maynard Hutchins, proceeded
to dishurse zome eleven million deollars to
ﬁrl.um.'u JHJUkE- |1]'L'lt'|l.“.-i.. ]Jurn'pl‘l.li’:iﬁ.. F}?L‘ﬂl:.'}“_'ﬂ.:
seminars, and other projectz in the avea of
civil rights and civil liberties.

This was an rxn:P’rinna] endeavor givm‘l the
Li:nirii[j of mozl tax-exempl foundations dur-
ing thiz period, and one which no doubt con-
tributed to the decline of MeCarthyite senti-
ment during the late 1950°s, Certainly  the
Fund's activities were significant enough to
arouse the furies of the Right. Fulton Lewis,
Jr.. Paul Harvey, David Lawrence, the Hearst
papers, and others L'.r.'.pl up a st-eﬂtl}r stream of
eriticiam: while Congressman Francis E. Wal-
ter (D=Pa.) and the House Un-American
Activities Committee repeatedly harrassed the
Fund’s officers and directors, The Internal
HI':‘!"I:]'I'LH' Sf'l"'f'iﬂl!f‘T mﬂ]"}u"ﬂl, Subjﬂcrﬁd the Fuud
to continuous and exeessive mmtin}r,

None of this, of course, bothered the re-
doubtable Hutchins, who as Dwight Mac-
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Donald has observed, feared controversy as
Br'er Rabbit feared the briar patch, “If vour
ohject is to promote justice,” Hutchins once
declared, “vou're likely to be attacked, be.
cause if people weren't profiling by injustice
it wouldn't exist.”

But eontroversy did bother the Fund's direc-
tors and it did bother Henry Ford 1, and their
response helps to illustrate the narrow limits
of business liberalism.® Ford, for example, had
dm’elnpe:] a dislike for Hutchins during the
latter’s tenure as associate director of the Ford
Foundation, and it is unlikely that his opinion
changed after Hutchins shified his basze of
operations to the more controversial Fund for
the Republic. The receipt of a small number
(1,200} of irate letters from Ford eustomers
and dealers further unnerved Ford, who in
December, 1955, sharply criticized the Fund.
“Some of its actions, [ feel, have been dubious
in character and inevitably have led to charges
of poor judgement.” declared the automotive
heir. Ford’s crilicism contributed to the in.
creasing caution of the Fund's board of diree-
torz and to their growing resistance to Hutch-
ins’ bold projects.

The board itself was made up, as Reeves
wrvly observes, of solid citizens of “Impec
cable Reputation.” They were sincerely dedi-
cated to the preservation of freedom and
liberty, but they interpreted this mandate very
narrowly. As the Fund's attorneys declared:
*. .. the Fund is free to engage in partisan
advocacy for the principles of the Constitution

* Ford's reaponse to the 1952 campaign of Demo-
cratic Senator Blair Moody of Michigan is a good il-
lustration of how the “instromental” orientation of
America’s interest gronp leaders contriboted to Ma-
Cuﬂh}"g sueeess. Im 1952 !'rIl:IDI:I.'}' wias ﬂppﬂﬁerl b}'
Bepublican Congressman Charles Potter, a member
of HUAC whe had won a reputation as “something
of a junior McCarthy™ during the 82nd Congress.
MeCarthy campaigned for him in Michigan and his
election was interpreted as a victory for the Wiscon.
sin senator, Ford's position on the contest was sum-
marized in a letter to Moody: “Also, I feel that I
will have to vole for Rep, Potter for Senator, sifice
it seems o me that vou have consistently played
only one side wlthough you have sometimes taken a
position that has been helpful to industry. However,
in my opinion, your reasons for taking that position
iz that labors interest is also served by your taking
such a pozition.,™ Henry Ford 11 to Blair Moody,
July 23, 1952, in the Blair Moody Papers, Michigan
Historical Collections, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor. The grammar and punctuation belong to Ford.

302

SUMMER, 1971

of the United Statez and the Declaration of
Independence. Such advocacy is merely to sup-
port existing systems and not to promote re-
forme.” The directors were fearful of contro-
versy, moreover, and tended to tack in the face
of criticism. When. for example, Hotehins
named to the Fund’s staff an attorney who had
pleaded the Fifth Amendment before a con-
gressional committee, the board roze up in [ull
rebellion, One director resigned and four
others called for Hutehins” rrrsignaﬁon,"-

Hutchins weathered the storm, but the diree-
tors subzequently restricted his freedom of
action and during the next few years the pace
of Fund activity slackened appreciably, In
1959 the Fund for the Republic transferred it=
attention (and its remaining money) to the
Hutehins-inspired Center for the Study of
Democratic Institutions, an important but rela.
tively uncontroversial undertaking.

Professor Reeves, of the University of Wis-
consin, Parkside, has carefully examined the
minutes, records, and other papers of the
Fund for the Hepublic (now at Princeton
University ). Hiz book, Freedom and the Foun-
dation, is an important and original contribu-
tion to the study of American politics and

philanthropy.

JA.ME.S ARONSON has tried to examine the
reaction of the press, another elite-managed

institution, to MeCarthyism and to the cold

war crisis of which MeCarthyism was but one

facet. His book, The Press and The Cold War,*

is part memoir, part polemic.,

Aronson iz a radical journalist of the old-
left wariety who in 1948 helped found the
Natione! Guardian. Parl of hiz book traces, in
elliptic fashion, the history of this small, radical
weekly, The National Guardian supported
Henry Wallace in 1048, denounced American
foreign policy (including U.5. intervention in
Korea). and defended Alger Hiss and the
Rasenbergs, On the eve of the Korean War it
had a circulation of over 50,000, Shortly after-
wards, as a result of governmental persecution,
the paper’s circulation was halved and one of

7 The lavter group was led by Dean Erwin N, Gris-
wald of the Harvard Law School, who had recently
t!lnlll:.}'lnrt'cl n book entitled The Fifth Amendment

oy,
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Madiaon Capital Ti

. Dawid Schine, Roy M. Cohn, and Joseph R, MeCarthy, during the March,
1954, Army-McCarthy Hearings,

its editors driven into exile. It never really
recovered, although Aronson himsell hung on
for more than a decade. n\.‘-:it-::nin; in 19G7T
{-'-llm-;irag a {‘I;:—[Jull! with Younger staflf mem
hers.

The main argument of Aronzon's book is
that the press has served America poorly be.
cause of its subservience to governmental
policy. This is an important thesis and one
which deserves a far lﬁ{!:h'r _iulu t]-mu Aronzon
has done. Unfortunately, The Press and the
Cold War iz marred by poor organizalion,
skelchy documentation, and inflated rhetoric.
Too much of the book depends on the reader’s
:Lr'ﬁs*pl‘nnr'c of Aronson’s assumpl ion that the
l{ﬂ:-'-a\rl]nr:"r'.'ﬁ were innocent, that 51.-‘”;.“:11.‘111 Rhee
started the Korean War, and that United States
policy is “the chief source of the world's proh-
[ens.”

The hest |n|Hi:-:|H of the book are devoted to
a nok ﬂi[n_’__"l'ﬂurl' -:ri:_{'uml EXposure of the New
¥York Times. For example, Aronson points out
that between 1995 and 1950 twenty-two of the
thirty books on China reviewed in the Trimes
were reviewed by Far Eastern specialists who

O

were also members of the Institute of Pacific
Relations. In the early fifties the IPR became
a ]:lj'i.]l]!' targct for \lur -;"l.'lr_;CaTth} and Pat
McCarran. Az a resull, from 1952 to 1955, not
ane of the I[PR-related scholars was asked to
review a book for the Times. In effect, the
Times was deferving 10 the judgment of Me-
Carthy and MeCarran, On another occasion
the Times succumbed to pressure from Senator
James Eastland by dismissing employees who
had taken the Fifth Amendment before the
Missizsippi Senator’s Imternal Security Suh.
[t is unfortunate that the Times’
libertarian professions did not extend to their
JJ-'IH.II'IIH‘] |.'|'=.1|"|.'il.'{::-:. It is even sadder to note
that the American N(-'n'-_:lmalmr Gouild "L('L'Iljillzir.'l:'rl']
in the dismizsals. Pluralism, in these instances
at least, contributed not to the defense of free-

committes,

dom and liberty, but to their erosion: and
Aronson’s hook, despite its many fauits, pro-
comsideralide on
comings of plumlih: institutions.

President Harry 8. Truman had the dubious
diztinction of presiding over America’s second
great Red Scare. The Politics of Loyalty® by

vides evidence the short-
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Alan D. Harper iz an account of Truman's
response to this erisis: his establishment of a
[ederal lovalty program, his battle against the
McCarran Internal Security Act, his efforts
to quiet critics by the establishment of a Com-
mission on Internal Security and Individual
Freedom.

Truman emerges from these pages as an em-
battled champion of civil liberties, Where his
liberalism faltered. it was usually because of
the incredible partisanship of the Republican
oppozition, the cowardliness of the congres-
sional Demoerats, or the intractability of the
federal bureaucracy. Certainly there is much
truth in this description. But it is also trae,
as Truman was fond of pointing out, that the
buck stops al the White House and that the
President himself must assume responsibility
for the record of his administration. Muoch
of this record iz admirable, for example,
Truman's ringing pledge to veto the MeCar-
ran bill “regardless of how politically unpop-
ular it was—election year or no election
vear.”® But there was another less courageous
side to the Truman record, much of it unre-
corded in this book: for Professor Harper,
like Morman Vincent Peale, has chozen 1o em-
phasize the positive,

Har].n: r lb]‘lnl"l‘i the punlt rt.su_nﬂ\ made 1}}'
Athan Theoharis that the Truman Administra-
tion contributed greatly to the hysteria of the
fifties through itz rhetorical justification of
cold-war foreizn policy. as well as the earlier
suggestion by William Berman that the
Truman Administration helped to fashion an
“incipient parrizon-state ideology . by
means of its loyalty program, Attorney Gen-
eral’s list and prosecutions under the Smith
Act.™

Harper bavely mentions, for example, the
crucial :*hnngf' in federal ]n}'uit}' standards
made by Truman in April, 1951. Under pres
sure from right-wing erities, the President

* Ouoted in =tephen . Spingarn, Memorandum for
ke Files, July 22, 1950, in the Spingarn Papers, Har:
ry 5. Truman Library,

* Athan Theoharis, “The REhetoric of Polities,” in
Barton J. Bernstein (ed.}, Politics and Policies of
the Troman Administratfon  (Chicago, 19700 ; Wil
liam C. Berman, "Civil Rights and Civil Libertics,"”
in Richard S, Kirkendall, The Truman Period As A
HResearch Field (Columbia, Missouri, 1967},
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amended the program by changing the eriteria
for dismissal from “reasonable grounds" 1o
auspect -.{'Islu}all} Lo “reasonalile doubt™ of an
melﬂ}ee 5 [-:r:,alt?—un alteration which meant
a sweeping reversal in the burden of proof.
Harper mentions this change in the context of
a discussion of the Nimitz Commission on In-
ternal Security and Individual Rights. There
is mo mention of Traman and the casual reader
is likely to assume, erroneously, that the Pres-
ident had no hand n 1t

Only two noncommittal sentences are de-
volted to the dismissal of veteran diplomat John
Stewarl Service. In a memorandum not cited
by Harper, one of Truman’s aides described
the case as “a miscarriage of juatice.™" The
Truman Edtuiuistraticm, however, apparenﬂ}'
preferred political expediency 1o justice.

There are other omissions and oversights,
For example, Harper does not deal with the
Justice Department’s prosecution of com-
munisl leaders under the Smith Act, although
surel}' this constitutes an irnp-:}rhmt chapter in
the “politica of lovalty.” Harper's legislative
hiatory of the McCarran Act ignores one of its
most controversial features—the “concentra-
tion camp” proviso sponsored by Democratic
liberals Paul H. Douglas, Harley M. Kilgore,
andl Hubert H. Huomphrey, And although
Harper criticizes Truman's appointment of
conservatives to head the lovalty program, he
does not examine the impact this had on the
c]iﬁp()&ilii}l] ‘:II iﬂfii"Fifll,.lﬂ] Cases, ThE‘ Sturiﬂs
chronicled by Bert Andrews and Adam Yarmeo-
linsky (neither of whose books is cited in the
footnotes or bibliography) might have pro-
vided the material for a more critical appraizal
of the Traman lu}'a]ly ]n'ugram.” Eimi]arly,
little attention is paid to the activities of the
federal government in rﬂgarﬂ to immig,rntin-n,
azide from a brief diseussion of Truman’s veto
of the McCarran-Walter bill. Even a cursory
investization of the activities of the U.5, Im-
migration Service during these vears would
have produced a picture of the Truman Ad-

Y Donald Hanson, Memorandum, Jaooary 5, 1953,
in the Spingarn Papers. Service was re-anstated by
order of the Sopreme Court in 1957,

¥ Bert Andrews, Washington WFiteh Hunt [(New
Yorlk, 1948): Adam Yarmolinsky, Case Sipdies in
Personned Secerity (Washington, 1935).
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ministration sharply different from that pre-
=enled by Harper.,™

Finally, The Politics of Loyalty is badly
padded by the presence of two unnecessary
chapters—one on American policy in China
and another on the removal of General Doug.
lazs MacArthur. Both of these chapters are
hﬂﬂd pr:mﬂr“}" 0T ﬁﬂ:ﬂn{]ﬂr}' SOUNCEs E.l'ld
neither adds substantially to our understand-
ing of these problems. The baok’s lengthy ap-
pendiees might alse have been eliminated:
more than half of the material has already
been printed in the public record, the re-
mainder is irltnrr.ﬁlinp; but UNnecessary. A re-
sourceful editor might have trimmed more than
a hundred pages from the book and, presum-
ably a few dollars from its exorbitant (§13.00)
price.

FAR MORE CRITICAL APPRAISAL of

the Truman Administration emerges from
two recent books by Athan Thecharis of Mar-
fquette [_,TI'.Iil."E!‘r._"-;t.}'. In his first book, The Yalta
Myths.* Theoharis traces the rize of the Yalta
Conference as an issue in American politics,
In 1945, he argues, most Americans shared the
RBoosevell Administration’s attitude toward the
Soviet Union, an attitude which emphasized
the n&!{!l,-‘!!i.‘i;t}' for mutual 11n:]er5tan:]inE, trust,
and co-operation. Criticism of the conference
was confined to right-wingers whose primary
purpose was to discredit New Deal liberalism.
By the early fifties, however, Yalta had become
a symhol for the failure of Democratic foreign
policy. Conecessions which in 1945 had ap-
peared reasonable and  realistic were de.
nounced as stupid and even treasonous, and in
the 1952 campaign the Republican party
pledged itself to “repudiate all commitments
contained in secret understandings, such as
those of Yalta, which aid Communist enslave-
ments,”

What had changed, of course, was not the
Yalta Conference, but the climate of American
politics. In part this was a measure of public
response to the emergence of the cold war
with its attendant anxieties and frustrations,
More importantly, it represented a means to

" SBee, for exomple, Kemper, Decade of Fear, 33
35: and Ellen B. Knaufl, The Eflen Knauff Story
(New York, 1952).

success for Republican partisans long denied
access to mational office. Following their de-
feat in 1948, Republican campaigners increas-
ingly stressed foreign policy and *Yalta” as a
meanz of dizerediting the Demoerats. But the
Republicans were able to capitalize on Yalta,
Theoharis argues, only hecause of the T'ruman
Administration’s fundamental reorientation of
.-Flnts:ricarl f{‘rreig]‘l Fnli{::.". T]'H.' H.l:lk‘,‘}]l.inr.l ﬂf COn-
tainment and its rationalization by means of
a thetorie of crusading anti-communism radi-
cally altered popular assumplions as to what
constituted a wise foreign policy. As a con-
sequence, the Truman Administration’s con-
servative critics were able to mount an attack
based on the very assumptions of the admin-
istration itself, while, conversely, the admin.
istration was prevented from raising more than
a hall-hearted and partisan defense of past
policies. “As the Adminizstration reversed its
"r':i.!:'“'ﬁ an I.!'l!:' rﬂaH{‘rnahlﬂ!‘l!‘sﬁ. HTH']. rii-‘.s-ira]‘liﬁt}'
of trusting the Soviet Union,” Thecharis con-
cludes, “Yalta became a conference that it had
never been.”

Thiz is a valuable study, although it is not
without shortcomings. Thecharis has not ex-
amined any of the relevant manumript collee-
tionz, but instead has confined his analysis to
the rhetoric of foreign policy debate. Az a con-
sequence, his study has a somewhat one-
dimensional quality, His presentation, more-
over, is marred by a rigid chronological
framework and is often re-.pr.-titinus. His argu-
ment concerning the role of the Truman Ad-
ministration, while not uneonvincing, rests
more on inference and assertion than on evi-
dence, and is more fully developed in his
second hook,

Theoharis extends his indictment of the
Truman Administration in Seeds of Repres-
sion: Harry 8. Truman and the Origins of
MeCarthyism.® For Theoharis, MeCarthyism
was not only “a logical extension of traditional
conservative politics,” but was also a function
of the cold war and the rhetorie used to sustain
it. The suecess of conservatives, and in par-
ticular the Republican right, was made pos.
sible by the dramatic changes which took place
in the climate of American politics between
1945 and 1950; and these changes, he argues,
were in large measure the product of the
Truman Administration. Truman'z militantly
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with its siress
American innocence, Soviel depravitv, and the
need for confrontation with communizm, con-

anli-communist rhetorie, o1

tributed 1o a new palitical enviconment which
narrowed the arena of legitimate political de
hate and sharply reduced the Hexibility of
American foreign policy. The administration’s
]{E]\llhl'-ln:'un critics, Thesharis argues, were
faithful to Truman’s own assumptions when
they dencunced the Yalla Conference, blamed
the administration for “losing” China, and de-
manded total 1.'iu:'|.-';rjr in Korea.

In a similar manner the Truman Admin-
istration legitimized red-baiting at home
lovalty program (which applied

1]1rn|:|_:;]1 its
S".'FL‘{'J.IJIILE_" Fut':l!l(‘li.ifl'.l.‘:' Lo ':'I.]I g(:l'l'l.'['l]l]'!!!'nt em-
plovess, not just those in senzitive positions),
through the Attorney General’s list (which,
based on the concept of guill by association,
rapidly became the most 'h'l'dﬂ]_'.' used litmus
for “subversive tendencies™}, and through its
]ml-“r' jquest for total ﬂ--'m']l].' {which raized
an impossible standard by which the admin-
istration itself would be judged and found
wanting}. The Justice Department in particu-

lar, as both Harper and Theoharis point out,
:*cur1-‘~5:’-‘~lc*r|li_1. undercut the administration, hoth
through the sponsorship of legislation apposed
by the White House and through its hysterical
rhetoric. “There are today many Communisls
in America,” Attorney General J. Howard
T'-T{‘(‘rl'ﬂth l‘r1|r| an aundience, ""|'|:11=j.' are Every-
in factories, offices, butcher shops, on
slreel corners, in private business—and each
with him the germs of death for
Soeiety.” At that verv moment, MeGrath
warned, they were “busy at work—undermin-
in:_f your Governmenl, |:-|l:-||i|1ll_{ Ly 1](.‘.-[11!}.' the

'|'|'|I-I“]'l:"-

CATTIES

liberties of every citizen, and feverishly trying,
in whatever they can, to aid the Soviet Union.”
With spokesmen for the Truman Administra.
tion calling for a holy war on communism, it
is hardly surprising that MeCarthyizm flour-
ished, or that McCarthyite congressmen at-
tacked the administration for its failure 1o acl
in aceordance with its own rhetorie.

This is an original and controversial study
which challenges the conventional view which
E]Ep‘if't;" nT{‘:EHTT]'l\'iFlTl as ”‘Tn'lr'l'- a lI-'ll'l'll"l.il"lrfl ('I{
eonservative politics and Truman as only its
innocent victim. While Alan Harper's study
seeks o exculpate Truman from any respon-
.“il.:li.]]L} for the creation of -"'I-'Il'l:'m'lhjl'ii-lu. Theo-
.l'l_ﬂris mall\.-{"ﬁ Tr'l]]'l'lﬂ.'ll il.“'\- !'ll]'i]'ll"iE'I:ll nl'('h;t“i"l.
His case is, |H'rhﬂ|r.-= Ll'r&a'r'c-iiiahlj'. averstated.
He underestimates the depth and tenacity of
preswar anti-communism which structured the
response of both Truoman and his critics: he
exaggerates the infloence of the President aver
the post-war Emiiﬁf::ﬂ environment; and he un-
derestimates the influence of conservatives in
shaping the political context in which Troman
aperated. On balance, however, this is a per-
suasive and important book—one which un-
settles the comfortable !15.'-'IJ|'I'|_FIL;D11F| of p'n*.viouﬁ
scholarship and advances a bold and bitingly
critical interpretation of the Troman Admin-
istration.

HE IDEOLOGY of America’s anti-com-

munist politica is examined by political
scientist Michael Parenti in The Anti-Com-
el JT!ISL! f’f"f.‘u!‘.‘!l’.". ek ].f J'*.I.I]].Ut]l!i.‘l l'lE[F an 1d|.'|.:l] l'.'ly:fr
or national purpose, it is anti-communism,”
arpues Parenti. His book is a polemical attack
upon the intellectual assumptions of this ide
ology and upon its baleful influence on Amer-
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ican foreign policy.* The anti-communiat im-
pulze, he arsues, impozes a false categorical
uniformity on diverse and competing com-
munist, svstems anﬂ I:hf;n inh:r]::rr.tﬁ all nf them
as interchangeable parts of a threat to the
“American way of life.” At the same time, it
assumes the innocence of American intentions
and the benevolence of American actions. The
result is a crusading foreign policy of global
counter-revolution,

The Anti-Communist Impulse is not a ter-
ribly original baok: most of the points Parenti
makes have been made before, although they
obwiously have not penetrated the thinking of
official Washington. It is also thinly researched.
The chapters on foreign affairs, for instance,
are hased on the selective use of a marrow
range of revisionist studies. Finally, it fails to
explain adequately the origina of the ant.
communist “impulse™ or its persistence as a
dominating influence in American life. These
reservations aside, The Anti-Communisé [m-
pn.[se is a uselul antidete to the El‘.t‘Ir.‘nt_‘g.’P;l!ﬂ]
thought produced by America’s long cold war.

The MceCarthy years are still close enough
ter the present o remain the subject of auto-
biographical reminiscences. Enough Rope®
by Senator Arthur V. Watkins, is one of sev-
eral hooks in this Fente to b puhliﬁhnﬂ :1:.11‘;11;.;
the last five or six vears.* Watkinz was a con-
servative Republican from Utah who in 1954
chaired the Senate’s Select Commitlee Lo study
censure charges against McCarthy,

Watkins was a zealous anti-communist who
had zerved az a member of Pat MeCarran's
Internal Security Subeommittee. He was alzo
an izolationist {or as he would have it. a “con-
stitutionalist™) who was critical of American
involvement in Korea, and, more recently,
Vietnam. He was chosen by Senate Majority
Leader William Knowland to head the Select
Committee because he had never become in-
volved in the MeCarthy controversy—in itself
a rather dial‘.urlriu;; testament to the inﬁulﬂrit}'

" Two similar studies are Sidney Lene, The Fosile
Erasede: Anii-Communism As American Creda {Chi-
cage, 1964} : and The American Friends Service
Committee, Anatomy  of Anti-Communism  {New
‘I:'nl";-:,| 10607,

" See, for example, Ro
York, 1968} ; and Charles
(New York, 1965,

Cohn, MeCarthy (New
. Patter, Dhars of Shame
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of some senators during those troubled times.

There are few surprises in this memoir for
those familiar with the procesdings of the
McCarthy censure: the disinclination of the
Eizenhower Administration to take a atnnd;
MeCarthy's unwillingness to compromise (in
a sense he sought censure); Watking's firm
leadership in the face of incredibly abusive
personal attacks, (“They will destroy you,”
warned his sister, who was econvinced thal
MeCarthy was right and that Watkins should
not become a party to the censure effort.)

One item that is new concerns the role of
Senate Minority Leader Lyndon Baines John-
son and a censure charge relating to Me-
Carthy's abusive treatment of General Ralph
Zwicker. The Watkins committee had recom-
mended that MeCarthy be censured on several
counts, including his treatment of Zwicker. On
the final day of debate, however, the Zwicker
charge disappeared into a parliamentary
mousetrap and never came to a direct vote.
According to Watkins this was becausze John-
son came to him on the floor and demanded
that the count be dropped becanze at least
fifteen southern Democratz were unwilling to
vote for it

Watkins was defeated for re-election in 1958
in a three.way conteat with Utah's MeCarthyite
former governor, J. Bracken Lee, running as
an independent. and Democratic liberal Frank
Moss. Thus, according to Watkins, the Me-
Carthyites, aided by the lavish spending of
Lyndon Johnson and the Democrats on be-
half of Frank Moss, were able to settle an old
seore.

The fnal volume under review in this essay,
(};fj'.s.ﬂ.'j: -uf a Friend.* is a remarkable collec-
tion of letters written by Whittaker Chambers
to William F. Buckley, Jr., between 1954 and
1961.

Many of the themesz zounded in these letters
will be familiar to the readers of Fitness and
Cold Friday:"® Chambers’ dark, deterministic
conviction that the West was in irreversible
decline (the original title of Cold Friday was
The Losing Side) ; hiz belief in the pervasive-

¥ Whittaker Chambers, Fitmess (New York, 1952)
and Cold Fridey (New York, 1964) . The latter book
EIE edited and with an introduction by Duncan Neorion-
Tayler.
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ness of evil and nnrruptinn 1Al life is
rooted in horror as every field of springing
grain is dunged with filth and death™): his
fixation upon the Hiss case, the “heart of the
anti-communist fizht™ by which “most of the
resl stands or falls™: and finally, his deep and
ln'E!'wlltlming sense of alicnation. alinnatinn
not just from the superficial aspects of con-
temporaty society, but from its most funda-
mental dynamics—socialism and capitalism,
communism and anti-communism. Industrial-
i=m, malerialism, war, revolution, these were
the forces which destroyed Chambers's “eivil-
ization™ and rendered himself irrelevant. “His.
tory hit us with a freight train,” he wrote in
his last letter; and earlier, “we are history's
rejects.”

His view of Mu{:arﬂl}', and it was this which
attracted the attention of the press when the
letters were first published, iz not surprising,
He accepted MeCarthy as a fellow combatant
in the war against communism, but he pre.
ferred 1o keep his distance, MeCarthy had no
program, no strategy, but “only a tactic which
consisted exclusively in the impulse: Attack.”

SUMMER, 1971

On one occasion McCarthy crudely  used
Chambers and the latter never fﬂr;_':c:t or for-
gave' McCarthy's antica, moreover, dis-
tracted attention from the all-important (in
Chambers’s eyeai Hiss case. In the end, Cham:
bers concluded that McCarthy was a godsend
for the communists: for the Senator united the
non-communist left while dividing the right,
The Hizsz caze and Joe MeCarthy aside,
these letters are fascinating, although ome oe.
casionally wishes that the other side of the
vorrespondence, Buekley’s letters to Cham-
]}ets. were also included. Certainly Chambers
'|."_|- i r.l'la.I::r I‘]"ull"' W}lﬂq :-lru:!i_{l (J‘E'l- I'|"||="'| RN
teach us a great deal about the social and in-
tellectual history of modern America.

" I early 1953, during the fight over the confirma-
tion of Charles Bohlen s ambasgador to the Saviet
Tnion, "||'|-:'1-:urll1':( pﬂirl w 1'-:|n'lpi-::|t|lu.-t viait to Cham-
hers's Marviand farm. The visit was designed. of
comirze, b sugmest that Chambers had some inlorma-
tion eoncerning Bohlen. Chambers had nothing of
the =ort and resented MeCarthy's crude tactivs.
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Railroads and the Granger Luows. By Georce
H. Muicven. (University of Wisconsin Press,
Madizon, 1971. Pp. xi, 206. Notes, bibliogra.
ph}. index, 512.50.)

J]li"- i‘H a 'I'l'l'!.ll-]'tf'ﬁdf-ﬂl'lfl'lﬁ'd H.Jl.d dl"lf.'ullll:f'llr.l'!ll
study of the railroads and Grangers, more so of
the railroads than of the Grangers; in fact it is
s well-documented that almost one-third of the
book iz given to footnotes, which most of s
like to believe are the trademarks of a scholar,
The author in challengi & the thesis that the
laws regulating the railroads generally have
been attributed to agrarian influences concen-
trates on the railroads of the upper Mississippi
Valley, the rate law of 1870-1871, the states
and the railroads—including detailed accounts
of activities in Hlinois, Towa, Minnesota, and
Wisconsin—and then enters nto a discussion
of the Grangers and Granger laws, public and
private policy, and a summation, The result is
i li:_flltl} writhen, uua|_'.'li1:ul. and ]1igh[}' inform-
ative account of the subject that promizes to
withstand the test of lime.

Of particular interest to Wisconsin readers
is the least r].'|:-il:'ul of the laws studied, the
Potter law of Wisconsin which was viewed as
radical and deserving of the eriticisms it re-
ceived, Afeer L“Fr'll.e':-'iu:_’, the I.JIJL'z-'liH]l of [.m]ﬂil'
aid for railroads in the state, the conditions
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they were in, the by.passing of Wisconsin as
a place of investment by Easterners in favor of
lowa, Hlinois, and Minnesota, the decline of
the wheat industrv and the repudiation of debts
growing out of the railway farm-mortgage plan,
H"'H,' uut]\iﬂ' .-}hﬂ'l'r.':- 1"|:|1 \Til\\-“uk['l‘ hﬂfl l:lE'Ilf‘l'ﬂ'I\i'
thi: seat of one of the most ageressive railroad
syatems in the country and that local ownership
and control was no guarantee u:_rsl'mst nrl:l;lru]'}'
and extorlionate 1'a[ﬂ-:rEuL'l|'|g. Ellhuug]l the
author argues that discontent transcended agra-
rian borders, he concedes, especially after the
decline of the wheat i:Jdue—'-Lr:.-'.. that the farmer
of Wisconsin was a more prominent figure in
the movement {or state railway control than he
was in any other Granger state, Still he needed
the H|t|:]nr-.rt of the more intelligent city peaple
and villagers, the outraged shippers and mer-
chantz, without whose ]n_;ip he was ineffective,

What is unclear lo the reader is i}l'l.‘d’!i.ﬁl:'l:u'
who has been claiming that the Granger laws
were primarily the result of agrarian agitation,
..l'll':{ ".'n'l“'l!l-:l -l"l'“": E'Hl.;.!l';lr '“'Ti.‘i(".:\- i 1!1‘-“!?;]1 a hHTﬂ_{'
and-fast line had been drawn between the rural
and nonrural elements of the 1870°=. In a sec-
tion of the country in which rural H'IETL]{"[H;{ WAaS
as Iit'l't'nii‘i'l.' as in Wisconsin, it i difficult to
think of the small business and mercantile in.
leresl= as being as segregated from the farming
interest as is implied. The values of the 1870's
for the most part were the values of a4 rural
society, even of the larger towns and cities,
Il-llf.‘ !]‘I.':.Il.:l{la I.'L‘]['Ijill'l'_- 3'“! :|t‘!1|ﬂ]1l:|.:-1 l::li II'll: Eil]’m-
ers, regardless of whether they had to have the
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help of the townspeople, were very significant,
even crucial, factors in the enactment of sec-
tional legislation.

Thiz in no way iz designed to detract from
the high quality of the book. 1t iz a well-thought-
ok and 1.5'::.|'|,-Pn.'s::uted 5I.u|:i:,' ﬂiat will ap rra]
more to the specialist than the general student,
but one that should find its way on the reading
]i"'l. [li méany COUrSes.

Tueopore SALoUTOS
Untversity of California ot
Los Angeles

The Black Hawk War, 18311832, Volume I
Hilinois Volunteers. Compiled and edited by
EvLexy M. Warrney. (Hlirois Historical Col-
lections, Vol XXXV, llinois State Historical
Library. Springheld, 1970, Pp. xx, 682. Notes,
appendix, index, $20.00.)

The Black Hawk War, which swept across
northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin dur-
ing 1832, resulted from the federal policy of
forcing Indians who lived east of the Missis-
sippi River to move west of that stream. For
those interested in Indian affaira or midwestern
history, the conflict provides a classic example
of a {ro-ntir_'r clash between advm:cing whites
and the displaced aborigines. This book, the
first of a projected three-volume series, is the
resull of nearly thirty years of work by numer-
ous historians wurking for the lllinois State
Historical Library, but the bulk of the editing
has been done by Mrs. Ellen Whitney, The
\'{'rll,!]rlﬂ Ejtﬂlud“ﬁ i |unH ;[!Lrlﬁlduclil_]n “.'lli'ﬂh
aptly places the Black Hawk War in its histori-
cal context. Next follow the edited muster rolls
of the Illinois militia units called to duty for
the briel campaign of 1831 which forced the
last reluctant Sauk-Fox tribesmen west beyond
the Mississippi. Most of the book, however,
conzists of the muster rolls for the campaign
of 1832—the Black Hawk War.

Although clearly aimed at researchers and
not gﬂ]e*rﬂ] readers, the documents edited here
offer varied material for anyone who turns the
pagez, In addition to giving the names of all
men whao Ecrv::.d in the mﬂiﬁa units whic;h t{mk
parl in the war, the muster rolls include much
other information. They show, for example,
that militia officers and noncommissioned ofk-
cers, all the way down through the corporals,
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were elected by the members of each company.
They give the pay scale which in 1531 ranged
from 40 a month for a captain down to 36.66
for each private. For mounted units, the rolls
sometimes show the sex and color of each man’s
horse, T]'u:}' BV dﬂmnnstrntc thl;: n{tl;:n OVEr-
looked practice of using Indian warriors from
neutral tribes or those hostile to the Sauk-Fox,
and include the rosters of two such Indian
Companies.

Mrs. Whitney, the editor, lists two goals for
this volume. The introduction is supposed to
place the conllict in historical perspective, It
doez, The remainder of the book tries to ae-
count for the aclivitiez of az many [llinois
Volunteers as ].:-us;es-'lh]l,:. This 1s done with an
awesome thoroughness and a high degres of
technical skill. The extensive annotations and
an ind:;x H{ aver ].LII{:I P-ﬂHi‘.ﬁ rrf:i\'t: ::lr.ar ‘.'."r'ii]ﬁl'll;ﬂ
of the painstaking care with which this material
has been edited. This is a superior job on a
regional topic which has broad national impli-
cations, Scholars interested in the problems of
fromtier government, lransportation, finance,
and defense can look forward with enthusiasm
to the next two volumes in this [Jrnj-.:n:_:r.

Rocer L. NicHoLs
University of Arizona

GENERAL HISTORY

British Investment in American Railways,
163418948, By Donorny R Avnen, Edited by
Murier E. Hivy. ( Published for the Eleutheri-
an Mills-Hagley Foundation by The University
Press of Virginia, Charlottesville, 1970, Edi-
tor's introduction, notes, tables, appendices,
biblingraphy, index, $11.50.)

The Life and Decline of the American Railroad.
By Joux F. Stover. { Oxford University Press,
MNew York, 1970, Maps, illustrations, bibliogra-
phy, index, $7.50.)

These two books are as different from each
other as George Stephenson’s “Rocket” and
tudﬂ.}"ﬁ massive diesel-clectric locomotive, Pro-
feszar Stover, well-known to students through
his Radrowds of the Souwth (19353) and to a
wider audience through his American Rail-
roads (1961, has written a general history
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aimed at the reading public rather than the
gcholar, The fivst third of hiz book brings the
reader down to the end of the nineteenth cen.
tary. This Ernwth phase of the railroad induos.
try is an extraordinary story. Stover tells it
clearly, perceptively, and excitingly. With a
sure eye for the anecdote or detail that illumi-
nates a point instead of dazzling the reader, he
conveys a confident grasp of the main themes.
He never lets himself or his reader be shunted
off on to branch lines, no matter how intriguing
or deamatic the story may he.

The bulk of the book, about 200 pages, deals
with the twentieth century. The main theme is
the relative decline of the industry. Simply
stated, in 1900 railroads were by far the largest
enterprises in the nation. They absorbed the
most capital, employed the most workers, and
hauled most of the nation's freight and passen-
gers. By 1970 railroads had fallen far behind
other leading industries, they had lost most of
their riders to airlines, buzes, and especially Lo
private automobiles, and they had given up
much of their most Irroﬁluhle ﬁ‘e:ight to their
competitors-——pipeline, trucking, and airline
companies. If the main outlines of this story
are familiar, Stover analyees the process with
a shrewd eye for underlying forces and a judi-
eious understanding for railroad problems,
Along the way there are some useful correc
tives and reminders, So short is the popular
historical memory that most of us date the on-
et of decline after the Second World War. The
author pushes it back by almost a generation,
though his argument is less convincing than it
might be because he uses “operating ratios” as
an ﬂ_nal].rliv-al tool without ever aa}fillg what
they mean or how they are caleulated, Most of
us have forgotten that the industry poured
millions of dollars into passenger traffic after
]‘.:—}1'\5‘.- B‘.‘!EI’;IH T E‘qlllth{'.nt :1rtr1 irl‘lpl‘ul"&d
service, riders abandoned the railroads long
before the industry abandoned passengers.

Mrs. Adler’s book is totally different in
SCOpE, upprnﬂt.‘h, and 11an1:chiun. A dissertation
completed at Cambridge University in 1958
and published posthumously, it is a work of
impn;salwrl}' detailed 5r:]'miarri|1]'|.r and iz based
on manuscripts in Welsh libraries, official pub-
lications, newspapers, periodicals, and second-
ary works, Of all the aspects of railroad history,
finance is |H"1’11.EEJH- the most :rnmpllr:utr:i] and
difficult to handle. Consider the problems. Each
company has a separate financial history and
Lo understand the industry as a whole one musat
necezzarily understand each of its parts. Given
the number of railroads formed in the nine-
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teenth century, that i= a task so massive as to
be beyond the capacity of any historian to
master, The record bulks so large that a life-
time of study would be insufficient to examine
maore than a fraction of the papers available.
Some indication of the magnitude of even a
small part of the problem can be scen in the
list of some 240 securities issued or sold on the
London market that Mrs, Adler setz out in two
of her appendices.

To be suve, the financial historian’s task is
lightened by the fact that many records have
been lost or destroyed. On the other hand, this
means that a great deal of the intricate story
can never e pieced 1ogether. Moreover, though
the archives of many railroads are available
For study, relatively few collections of papers
of people involved in the Anglo-American
money markets have ever been opened 1o his-
torians, It iz not without point that Mrs, Adler
had to write her study without the benefit of
such insights. For the most part she has been
forced into examining what newspapers and
financial periodicals said was happening. Be-
cause Professor Stover is writing for the gen-
eral reader rather than the specialist, he solves
these problems by ignoring them. It is one of
the few weaknesses of his treatment that he
gives no general, interpretative view of railroad
finance,

Foar all of these reasons, it is understandable
that Mrs. Adler’s study of British investment
should of necessity be both incomplete and
detailed, For the most part, we learn only what
the published record shows, and we get ome
fact piled upen another. In the first chapter,
for example, there are 128 footnotes for twenty-
four pages; the noles (CCUpy almost as much
space a5 the text, To some extent, that iz the
reality of the J'rmuining historical record and
the intricacies of the Ainaneial process. Within
the limits imposed by these circumstances, as
well as the author not lw.iug." able to revise her
own work for publication or to extend it to
Waorld War T az she had planned, we must be
grateful indeed for what we have,

What Mrs. Adler gives us essentially is a
reference work, The concluding overview ex-
cepled (and it is richly thematic ), the book is
particularly valuable for the way in which it
pinpoints details of which railroads placed
which securities on the market, when these
offerings were put out, which London firms
handled them, who took them up, and what
types of securities appealed to various cate-
gories of British investors at various times.
All of this is set out in meticulous detail and
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againsl an ongoing background of Auctuations
in American and British money markets,

This is extremely valuable data. One can be
sure that it will be mined for many years to
come, However, like so many dissertations it
presumes that readers, including specialized
ones, know as much about the suhjeut as the
author does. (Every teacher recognizes the
absurdity of this proposition, though many
dissertation advisers never ael om it.) As a
consequence, Mrs, Adler omits virtually all of
the essential lechnical information about the
operation of the securities markets that any
reader, specialized or wot, must have if he is
to come to grips with the zubject. For example,
“senior securities” are mentioned from time to
time, bul the reader is never given a hint of
what they are or why investors might or might
nol l]l‘f‘."l‘r them. ."lrlritrugr: i5 also mentioned
but never defined until page 152, Even then,
it iz the editor who supplies a definition in a
footnote. Worze, the explanation explains noth-
ing for the uninitiated. In short, the kinds of
revisions that an adviser or a press would nor-
mally require have been neceszarily omitted.
This is understandable and inescapable in this
case, but the way is etill open for an enterpris-
ing graduate student to write a study of British
investment that explains as well as reports,

PeETER J. CoLiman
University of [linois at Chicego Cirele

The Polities of Fear: foseph R. MeCarthy and
the Senate. By Ropent GrieFrra. (The Uni.
versity Press of Kentucky, Lexington, 1070
Pp. xi, 362, Preface. notes, bibliographical
essay, index, 38.50.)

Thiz significant book won the 1970 Freder-
ick Jackson Turmer Award, with which the
Organization of American Historians recog-
mizes the excellence of an author’s first work.
The studv focusez on the Senate career of
Juseph McCarthy from 1950-1954. Behind the
rise of MeCarthy, the author discovered five
interrelated causes: fear of radicalism, cold
war events, ?'lnTl",Cﬂrfh}-'?ﬁ L:I.EmEI.E ngi: tultnts, par-
Lisan politics, and Senate weaknesses. The latter
two factors are emphasized. McCarthy's power
and influence rested on more than his own tal-
ents. His triumph lay in making himself the
symbol of nnti-l’?ﬂmmuni&m for many Republi.
CAns, For Ew:. years the Rn:pul.ﬂicnn party en-
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dorsed or tolerated the Senator because of the
issues he symbolized and their role in the Be-
PL[]:l]iL'H“ d.l'E"!'l: fnr Wer. l"lﬂn}' l}-l;,'mr)l:'ratq-
viewed MeCarthy as a threat to personal and
party fortunes, and, fearful of appearing “soft”
toward Cummm:imT sometimes excecded their
opponents in sponsoring repression. Con-
sequently, neither party acted to check Me-
Carthv's excessive behavior. The Senate’s
conservative institulions of prerogative and
precedent became the instruments of MeCar-
thy's worst abuses, When finally persuaded to
act, the Senate civcumspectly evaded the izsues
ﬂ.]'l.':] i-u'i!‘_-urnpl‘i:'rr:ls “IH-I" "i"rh[[_"h ?'!"ﬂﬂﬂ]"]'l'}' hH.I:]
huilt his political career, choosing instead to
condemn him for conduct “contrary to =ena.
torial traditions,"

Although the book covers some familiar
ground, it adds substantially to our under-
standing of the MeCarthy controversy. The
variety and quality of sources used, and Grif-
fith's deft ]umt]]ing of them, are the majur
reasons for the book’s wvalue. Although the
McCarthy Papers remain unavailable, Griffith
consulted more than twenty manuscript collec-
tions. He is the first scholar to utilize the Wash-
inglon fles of the National Committee For An
Effective Congress (NCEC), which provide a
unigque inside picture of how the Senate func-
tioned with regard to the Senator. Griffith
elucidates the ereation and demise of the deli-
cate balance of forces which for five vears
asaured McCarthy his privileged sanctuary,

Griffith offers a lengthy and valuable analysis
of the activities of the Clearing House, an off-
shool of the NCEC. Commencing in 1953, this
small group of political activists publicized Me-
Carthy's activities and lobbied against him in
the Senate. The author, however, exaggerates
the: accomplishments of the Ciearing ?qua-e.
.-“.ilhrﬂjgh he contends that the 1951 Lowis Bean
study (sponsored by the Clearing House) ex-
ploded the myth n::uf" McCarthy's invincibility,
Griffith only shows that the study received
“wide distribution™ and that copies were “sent”™
to key political figures, This was true of count-
less exposés of MeCarthy: the important ques-
tion is whether anyone acted upon such cri-
tiques, Unconvineing evidence suggests that the
Clearing House was the catalyst behind the
ousting of J. B. Matthews in 1953 and that this
was a “tentative success” for the group. Grif-
fith slights the most important factors—the
spontanecus explosion of public oulrage and

e maneuverings of White House staff mem-
bers to have President Eisenhower criticize
Matthews, Dubious evidence is supposed o
confirm the substantial influence of the Clear-
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W hile o Sennte Elections Subcommittee was debating

his Senatovial fitness, MeCarthy, who had refused an

iritaetion to festify, sor oolmdy reading on o bench
on the Capitel Grounds,

ing House over Senator John MeClellan during
debate on the eensure resolution. The alleged
power of the group is multiplied when we are
informed—with no documentation whatsoever
—that MeClellan “held the key to much of the
uncommitted Demaocratic vote™ and that Sena-
tors Thomas Burke and John Kennedy “hed
their votes to McClellan®s lead.”

This shorteoming hardly lessens the substan-
Hal contribution of this nute—‘-f:anding 5lur|].'. Na
hizstorian can write aathoritatively on MeCar-
thy, the anti-Communist complex, or partizan
polities in the early 1950'z without consulting
this hook., '

Micaaer O'Briex
IWisconsin State University—Stevens Poing

The Irreconcilables; The Fight Against The
League of Nations. By Ralph Stone. (The Uni-
versity Press of Kentuekv, Lexington, 1970,
Pp. 182. Notes, appendix, hibliographical es-
say, index, $9.95.)

In a day when the Executive branch of the
federal government erroneously seeks to label
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its foreign policy critics with the blanket in-
dictment  “new isolationists,” Ra]ph Stone's
able study of the “irreconcilables” of a half
century ago is particularly weleome,

In a compact, well-researched, and carefully
!.‘I:H'I:po.ﬂiﬂi book, Stone demonstrates that the
so-called  “hitter-enders” were quite far re.
moved from an isolationist “ideologically ho-
mogeneous minority sel ofl from the main-
stream of Ameriean thought.” Fortified as the
irreconcilables were by the weighty logic of
Washington’s Farewell Address and Monroe’s
inviolable doctrine, it remains a wonder that
they were forced to operate as a minority and
still appear in many historical accounts as a
rigid, irrational. and demagogic band of ob-
structionists.

Stone streszes the “essential diversity™ of the
sixteen irreconcilables, Indeed, one would be
hard put to find two more diverse personalities
than Joseph 1, France, r}ufstandi]]g ph}?a.;ician,
Jelfersonian liberal, a peace progreasive in sen-
timent, even an admirer of Lenin. and Miles
Poindexter who attacked not n-n]}-' Wilsom and
the League but also parcifists, socialists, and
organized labor,

Stone highlights the careers of the lesser

nown irreconcilables and shows that in some
respects they were more influential than their
more famous colleagues, Borah, Reed, and
.lu]‘ﬂlﬁfm. F|{.'xil'.l]r= skilled in debate and tachics,
and always able to relv on Wilson’s intransi-
gence to bring them through the tight spots,
the irreconcilables raised some probing ques:
tions concerning the League and the whole
concept of collective security. They, like almaost
everyone else, were slaves ta the belief that the
Senate debate over ratification of the Versailles
Treaty and American membership in the
Leagxun was the most impartant parliamentary
battle in the history of the Republic. This feel:
ing, while it added conviction to the struggle,
now appears somewhat inflated, for the history
of the Leazue probably would not have been
su]}slanli:s]lw_».- different g;v:m United  States
membership. Nevertheless, though no band of
angels, the “batallion of death™ stood firm in
the assurance that they and they alone pos-
seszed the courage o protect the proven value
of freedom of action in American foreign
'I.'.IDIEL"'j'..

The reader finishes the book wishing that
Stone’s five-page concluding chapter had ex-
plored in greater depth the fundarnental issues
concerning colleetive security raised by the ir-
reconcilables. In addition, one wonders why
the myth that the League (or the United Na-
tions | would become “a dictatorial =uperstate™
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has persisted? The misuse of the term “isola-
ticmist” by Wilson during the Treaty fight and
by many politicians and historians since might
well zarve as the basis for anather nh,u}*_r Hn]-:l:ng
the League period to our own day.

) ) DExwis PriLLirs
University of Wisconsin

Cry from the Cotton: The Sowthern Tenant
Farmers’ Union and the New Deal. By Doxan
H. Gurusns. (University of North Carolina
Press, Chapel Hill. 1971, Pp. xvi, 218. Illustra-
tiong, notes, hikliography, index. $8.50.)

Here iz a good social history, the kind of
social history we need more of. Maybe a bit
overdocumented, but it's better 1o crr on that
side than on the other. The major title, Cr
from the Cotton, leaves room for the whﬂli
story, from the slave plantations and poor
whites of the old Southeast more than a century
ago to today’s inner city’s problems of erst-
while small cotton farmers, shanﬁcrnpper;ﬂ, and
day laborers rendered surplus in recent years
on the better level lands by power-driven ma-
chines and chemical weedkillers. and elsewhera
by catile srowing and tree farming. The zub.
title, The Southern Venant Farmers' Union and
the New [eal, focuses on the Cry in the 193075
with minimal attention to matters before or
after that decade. The first brief {:l‘laptrr has a
few paragraphs on plantation backgrounds and
the last five pages of the book bring the story
of Harry Leland (*Mitch™ 1 Mitchell, the prin-
eipal subject, up through 1970,

Though delimitation of material is praise-
worthy, it is zomewhal unexpected to find only
a locality reference to the “STFU’: Hillhouse
Cooperative in Northern Mississippi™ (Delta
Cooperative Farms), organized in 1936: and
na mention of cither the National Sharecrop-
pers Fund, set up in 1936, which gave financial
and other support to the STFLU, or of the re-
formezlanted Southern Conference for Human
Welfare with southwide meetings in Birming-
ham in 1938 and Chattanooga m 104,

The book is rightfully compact, with Mirchell
and all the other characters {and they are
legion) playing their many-faceted roles. Any-
one who knows what was going on in the
thirties will weleome Grubl's treatment of it:
anvone who doesn’t know can learn a great
deal about it by reading this book. It was a
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dynamic period, with a reminder here and
there of Populist hopes, of Declaration of In-
dependence hopes, nf] Kingdom of God hopes—
the landless would have land, racism would he
set aside, the national government would serve
all of the people on the basiz of their particular
needs. These hopes emerged haltingly in a
framework of political expediency, and then
faded out almost completely in the same way.

The author lets the record speak. as Will
Alexander makes his constroctive contribu-
tions: as the hopeful Tenant-Purchasze Bill ol
Senator John Bankhead and Congressman
Marvin Jones iz emasculated belore it is
passed: as President J. . Batler of the STFU
winds his uncertain way through complicated
ﬁituatinns:_ as {:u“}' Cobb and Chester Davis
represent firmly the traditional conservative
cotton planters and succeed in unseating the re-
formers by Deep South political strategy: as
Dan Hendersan follows the Communist line: az
Gardner Jackson in Washington unstintingly
supports the STFU, insists on harmony, and
finally partz ways with Mitchell and his Union
as Howard {Buck ) Kester, religiously oriented,
steps ]'.-ravel:r into the thick of the violent re-
action: of the planters to STFU activities: as
John L. Lewis remains safely aloof; as Mrs.
Mary Connor Myers collects facts about share-
cropper conditions that prove too unpopualar in
places of power for publication: as President
Roozevelt EXPTesses guﬂrdr}{] S}'mpath}' [or the
sharecroppers, understands the politics in-
valved, and sets up the Farm Security Adminis-
tration; as Norman Thomas goes to hat again
and agzain for the hard-pressed elements of the
Southern population: as Rexford Tugwell finds
it difficult to be himself in all the confusion: as
Henry Wallace tries to carry out some of his
democratic ideals in a situation hasically un-
demoeratic: and as the eharismatic Reverend
Claude Williams points to the Promised Land,
zets beat up because of his identification with
the STFL. and then is expelled by it.

Only one basic inadequacy was noted: on
page § reference is made to the sharecropper
working “on halves”: says the author, “half
of the proceeds of the cropper’s cotton goes to
the landlord. who had furnished the cropper
with everything he needs to make the crop,
fram zhack to seeds.” Thiz gives the erroneous
impression that the sharecropper received the
other hall, Not so: half of the crop went direct-
ly to the landlord, and out of the other half the
sharecropper paid. osually at high carrying
charges, for advances made to him on which to
live while the crop was being produced—foad,
clothing, patent medicines—and beyond that
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often for half of the fertilizer and seed. Some-
times the sharecropper received some cash at
mﬂ]nm{:ni lllmt:; nﬁun he ended up in debt.

Twa other books from Chapel Hill that wear
well with thiz one are Rupert Vance's Human
Factors in Cotton Culture (1929, and Sidney
Baldwin's Poverty and Polities: The Rise and
Decline of the Farm Security Administration
(1968).

ArrHUR F. RAPER
Caliton, Virginia

The Uncompleted Past. By Magmiy DUBERMAN.
{Random House, New York, 1969, Pp. =xiii,
375, Index. $7.95.)

Interpreting American History: Conversations
with Historians, Edited by Joux A, Gargary.
(Macmillan Company, New York and Londoen,
1970, 1 vol, and 2 vols. Pp. x, 367, 334, Hlus-
trations. Cloth, §10.95; paper, $1.95 each.)

The Politics of History. By Howarp Zinw.
{ Beacon Press, Boston, 1970, Pp. < 300, Notes,
index, 87.50.)

The hiztorvian learns little new in these
volumes in either content or form despite
appearances bo the contrary. Both the Duber-
man and £inn volumes are mainly collections
of previously published essayz anmd book re-
views. Some of the Duberman selections ap-
pear in their third or fourth version in The
Uncompleted Past, While the specific pieces by
the twenty-nine eminent historians in the Gar.
raty anthology see print for the first time, all
the interpretations naturally accord with the
previously well-known wiews of these men,
Garraty’s volumes, however, use a new form
of quf!ﬁl]l:.l'ﬂ and answer in conversational for-
mal to present these well-known views, Garraty,
a professor of history at Columbia University
and author of 2everal biographies, interviewed
each historian with a tape recorder. He then
reduced each transcribed conversation to a
l"_,]'ILI[Jtt'tJ'. Each hiztorian then edited the tran-
seription, sometimes extensively, to prodoee
the final chapters of the two volumes. Thus the
Linal version of each conversalion reads very
much like a standard chapter in any other text-
bhook for a college survey course in United
States historv. The resemblance iz enhanced
with the addition of the now-uzual chapters on
cultural and economic H:-il:]r}' to the customar b
framework of puiiliﬂn] events. Instead of =
bibliography. the szecond wvolume concludes
with a conversation on historiegraphy. Tn fact,
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the publisher promotes the volumes as g text,
and the two volumes divide at the traditional
paint, after the Civil War,

All thirty-twe historians represented by the
books under review are well-known within the
historical profession and some outside it Gar-
raty deliberately sought to provide “an authori-
tﬂﬁw: o\'rrﬁcw of ;"I.m('.rinqn ]:L{ﬁtnr}' and of
contemporary historical scholarship,” in line
with his textbook aim, by selecting the “hest
men' in each field from the “present day his-
torical establishment.” Most men, as he points
out, therefore are middle-aged or older (some
in their mt*tnlif:ﬁj < hold chairs in disti]‘tgu:‘lshud
institutions, are or have headed the major na-
tional historical societies, and have won many
prizes and honors, including nine Pulitzer
Prizes as of 1069, Thus, Bernard Bailyn talks
on the American Revolution, Richard Morris
an the Confederation and Constitution, Stanley
Elking on slavery, Ray Billingtom on the fron-
tier, T, Harry Williams on the Civil War, David
Denald on Reconstruction, C. Vann Waoodward
on the Negro in American life, George Mowry
on the Progressive movement, Arthur Link on
Waorld War I, William Leuchtenburz on the
New Deal, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., on political
and social change from 1941-1968, and many
other acholars as famous as these speak with
authority on the fields they helped shape. Gar-
raty specifically omitted the so-called “New
Left™ historians, like Howard Zinn, from his
interpreters. Yelt Zinn is as famous in the pro-
fession, and perhaps more so outside the
academy, az all but a few of those selected by
Garraty, A professor of political science at
Boston University, he pul:]iﬁhf!:'[ his disserta-
tion as La Guardia in Congress and five other
books, besides the present one, among which
are T.F.l'ﬂ Snu.fﬁ.t.'rrr J!"f}'.'!:rfffﬂﬂ. S.ﬁ‘r'r:c.' TP!FH' NHTI'.:
szjnﬂhlmafsfs, and Fietnam: The Lr.l.q'r:r_' t.rf ¥ ieh-
drawal, His articles appear in such establish-
ment journals as the New York Times and
Harpers as well as Rampares and the Natior,
He i= a scholar-activist who made headlines in
1968 when he and Father Daniel Berrigan went
to Hanoi to receive three United States fliers
from North Viemam. Dubsrman is equally ree-
oenized outside the historical |It‘l:lfi.‘1'.'-'{ii1}ﬂ foor his
playa, especially Tn White America, his drama
criticism for Partisan Review, and book re.
\'il‘.wi“;.’ E(]r ’.I'll'_" .|H||'rl.'u' Yﬁf.lq' T;mf-'ﬁ.. BHI’.’:“ W!Tf"i:..
and manv other periodicals, Educated at Yale
and Harvard, he wrote two prize-winning
biographies of abolitionists, laught at Prinee
ton when he wrate these pitﬁ::-.r-_. and now holds
a chair at the City University of New York, In
short, all of these men are part of the establish.
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ment =0 far as scholarly credentials go, are
eminent in and out of the profession, and are at
least ten vears older than the magic age of
thirty.

What divides these historians then is not
their eminence, age, or eredentials but their
espoused aims for history and the implications
those aims have for what they stress in the
American past. Garraty, Duberman, and Zinn
all want to make the past relevant to the present
but see the results in quite different lights with
diverse conclusions. Zinn CEDONEES “radical his-
tory™ for the political end of changing current
American socicly and pﬁlil‘it‘s. For him, history
like: all knowledge possesses the power to sensi.
tize people to the false ideologv of their times,
therehy persuading people to change the system
from supporting racism and violence at home
and ahroad to humane ends. Historians ousht
therefore to write and teach toward four ends:
to “exposze the pretensions of governments,” to
intensifly “perceptionz of how bad things are,
for the victims of the world,” to expose the
ideology that pervades the American culture
for what it is—a “rationale for the going
order”—and to “rm-ﬂpluru those few moments
in the past which show the posaibility of a het-
ter way of life than that which has dominated
the earth thus far.” He sees the traditional his-
torian’s belief in objectivity as a diseuize for
inactivity and a support for the established
order of racism, social inequality, agaression,
and violence domestically and overseas. Rather,
morality must pervade the historian’s research
and teaching. “To be truly radical is to main-
tain a =et of transcendental beliefs [yes, ah-
solutes ) 11}’ which ta judge and thus to trans-
form any particular social svstem.” All =ocial
svstemns are bad. and the American one par.
ticular]ly =0 as his substantive sections on class
inequaiit}'_ race, and nalionalistic aggm:aainn
try to show. Throughout the essays on theory
and in practice he particularly castigates lib-
eraligm az just another ideology of delusion
and inhumanity. for in the end it too supports
the worst features of the establishment like any
other set of beliefe. Although Zinn believes
marality should pervade the historian’s selec-
tion of problems to investizate and the ends to
which he directs history, he does not helieve
that factz should be diztorted to fit preconceived
notions, moral or atherwize,

That maral ends must distort the evidence
of the paskt as well as direct the ends of the his-
torian is juat the fear so often expressed by the
historians in Garraty’s anthologv, Garraty is
frank in nr]mitﬁng that the historians he inter-
viewed vepresented the “consensus schonl”
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in their approach to the American past
Most of them admit that the conflict
of class, race, and war on which Zinn concen-
trates did happen but they feel that the United
States’ history is better understoond by studving
the values shared by the majority of Americans
throughout their history than dissent by minor-
ities from these ideals. With some exceptions,
these historians see American socielv as more
open than closed in social class and mobility.
picture power as more distributed among the
people than in the hands of any elite, and feel
Ehat on }ra]anrr‘ the American gysiem warked
rather well when compared to ather socielies
in the world. In fact. most portray the United
States as an exceptional society unique in the
oood fortune of ite heritage. While racism,
class, and war oceurred in American history,
they {eel that this was neither the conseious nor
uneonscious aim of most Americans nor of a
conspiratorial elite. For them, American beliefs
were not a false ideclogy propagated by an ex-
ploitative elite but a true reflection of the reali-
ties of a relativelv open and homogencous so-
ciety with the minor but tragic exception of
hlack and red men. Thue, most of the hiztorians
in Garraty’s volume talk aboul past and present
political leaders and view the world through
their eyes, In fact. to zome thiz is the only true
way to approach the study of past veality, or
al least this iz how the editor. so fond of 'pluliti-
cal hiography himself. has presented  their
views,

Duberman seems torn between his svmpathy
for the humane ends advocated by Zinn and the
traditional notions of objectivity espoused by
his teachers in the Garraty volume. His hook
is a diarv of the change in one liberal’s outlook
on the world during the 1960°s. The voung
might see The Uneompleted Past as maught
but an “ego trip” for the author in his
W eltsehmerz. Here is an intellectual wha feels
that his world is and ought to be the world of
everyman. Thus, the sections of hiz hook each
}:&giﬁ with the definite article The: “The Pro-
fession of Hizstorv,” *The Movement,” “The
Crisis of the Universities.” Under these titles,
Duberman talks principally about his impres-
sions of the limits and poasibilities of the his-
torian’s cralt as he reviewed books of others,
how his impressions of the possibilities of the
civil rizhts movement changed over Hime, and
his experience with students at Princeton dur-
ing a turhulent decade for academia. At the
end of the decade and the book, Duberman
wonders whether historians in general, and he
in particular, are of any worth in the present
calamities and whether the past can really be



BOOK REVIEWS

understood in any basic way. In short, he can-
not reconcile the larger world of politics and
life with the smaller world of the historian.
Duberman’s dilemma points up the basic
roblem with the lhinking of almost all the
ﬁiﬂtmfans in these four volumes. With few ex-
ceptions all espouse larger moral ends for his-
torical understanding, but they differ about the
basic model of society requisite for analysis
for any moral end. Zinn is az contradictory in
his W £554Y5 oN the nmature r,!’ American so-
ciety in its fundamentals as he differs from
some of the authors in Garraty, In fact, Zinn
and Duberman at a fandamental level possess
the same unsophisticated approach to the an-
alvsis of society and culture as so many of the
historical establishment in the Garraty vol-
umes. The picture of the past may be gloomy
for one and happy for the other, ut both sides
demonstrate weak causal analysis. Bailyn an
the Revolution and Diamend on the European
hasis of American Civilization were among the
'F“'w wri.’f‘l’ﬁ 'IlTI :‘h!:‘!"*"‘.- \-'n]utrjt‘ﬁ w]'lﬂ E‘hf“\'{:(} HI!}"
application of a eomplicated approach to cau-
sation and the workings of society, Perhaps
Duberman i= the best illastration of the prob-
lem, He seeks the explanation of human actions
solely in terms of men’s motives, Given his sym-
pathy for the abolitionists of the 154(Fs and the
neo-ahalitionists of the 1950°, he must believe
that the professed goals of men are frequently
the main motivation Tor their actions; ather-
wise he agrees with those who see reformers as
driven by their subconscions neurosea, Whether
he sees mobtives as conscious or unconscious
however, he cannot discover them adequately
in past men to give him the complete explana-
tion he so urgently craves, for he lacks suffi-
cient evidence on one hand and must use an
elaborate theoretical framework alien to him
on the other. Even worse, it is doubtful that
historical events can be explained solely by
reference to the participants’ pictures of the
situation or their matives. Mher factors often
unknown to the participants operate in many
cazes of historicsl events, and so Duberman’s
model of explanation is doubly weak. The
frustration he finds in reconstructing the ex-
planation of the past does not bother him as
a playwright, for then he creates the motives
of hiz characters and manipulates their actions
according to hiz model of men and their be-
hi]."r'if_l]'. I_affhﬂ!]ﬁ- 1!.1!“ avcounis. as J':!Ul.‘l:l as liiE
pessimism about current American life, for
why he seems to wish to leave history-writing
for play-writing at the end of the decade.

a17

The lack of an adequate explanatory frame-
work for men’s actions in Zinn's book also
leads the reader to wonder how useful radical
history will be in changing men's actions as
opposed to their minds, for in the end, Zinn,
like Duberman, subscribes to a theory of mo-
tivation as causation in human affairs. That is
'P-']'l'_l’ he can urge radical consciousness as the
chief zoal of the historian’s efforts. But, here
again, he does not show how this consciousness
of the actors’ past or prezent accomplizhes any
action, He merely pozits without proof that it
does in his essays. Perchaps, if he looked into
the maodel that Bailyn uses in analvzing the
Revolution, he would see both the possibilities
and the limits of consciousness as ideology or
otherwise in explaining social change. 1deas
are needed, but =0 are certain structural fea.
tures in the situations to allow these ideas to
operate, Weither ideas mor actions nor soeial
structure alone, but all in varying combina-
tions at different limes seem Lo make t]'lfngs
happen in the past as well as the present. Tf
this 12 =0, then almost all the histerians in
these books, regardless of whose side they
cheer, need to add elements to their analysis
to achieve the ends they espouse, Otherwise
!llt'j,' fool themselves as much as tﬁe'rr foo] their
readers,

Rosert F, Berkaorer, Ik,
University of Wisconsin

Crusade for the Children: 4 History of the
National Child Labor Committee and Child
Labar ﬂefr.lrm in Americe. B}r Wirter 1.
Tuarrnen (Quadrangle Books, Chicago, 1970,
Pp. 319, Hlustrations, $10.00.)

A considerable portion of the development
of American wealth, both agricultural and in-
dustrial, was built out of the bodies of slaves
and young children. Slavery was done away
with in 1863, Child labor has not altogether
diﬁappﬁan::]*, it is still used and abused in mi-
grant farmework families. In fact, the bulk of
industrial child labor waz made illegal only
f]uring the depression years of the thirties.

This book by a history and social welfare
professar at the University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee is the story of how an organization
fought for child welfare from 1900 to the pres.
ent. This group of people called the National
Child Labor Committee, fought all the battles
known to reformers in its seven decades, and
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it iz still at wark. They bried zetting state laws
paszed: they twice passed federal legislation
only to have the Supreme Court declare the
laws unconstitulional: and Lhe}' tried a con-
stitutional amendment. They finally succeeded
by executive order during the time when emer-
gency powers were being used to fight the
ravages of the depression.

The history is one of hghting the Southern
textile millowners. the glass factory owners,
the mine owners, and the National Association
of Manufacturers, organized labor, the hierar-
chy of the Roman Catholic Church, and at one
period, most of the newspapers, The National
Child Labor Committee had many allies, the
most important of which was simply public
opinion, which grew more and more in favor
of rontrolling the uze of children in the labor
market. Reformers have become used to having
the bulk of voters in [avor of something, only
1o find paliticians paving more attention to the
rich and pewerlul people such as those who ron
the National Association of Manufacturers.

The kind of activity the National Child
Lahor Committes tried to eliminate from
American life was the use of children from six
to fourteen years of age working in the humid,
lint-flled spindle rooms of textile mills; voung
boys six to fourteen working in the anthracite
mines; voung boys working in the furnace
rooms of slass factories. The average working
day was eleven hours. The children, if they
dozed off. were dowsed with cold water or
beaten, In 1000 there were two million workers
between the ages of ten and fifteen and many
more under ten who were nat even counted in
the census, They were paid very little, at most
a few cents per hour. {ncluded in the exeuses
for such |;n'131:,rin:~:::= were that 1.]19}' kﬂ‘pt the chil-
dren off the streetz and. hesides. without such
cheap labor. the industries would zo bankrupt.

The basic factz about child labor, the organ-
ization of the National Child Labor Committee,
ita trials and tribulalions over seventy years
are well and clearly reported in this history,
For those of us who are concerned about child
welfare, it is full of useful information. For
those of us interested in the process of snccess.
ful reform, it describes the virtues of ]mpefu]
persistence, a sound knowledge base and hard
work, All of those interested in American his-
[L'_I]_':l' hf}-‘nr;{l rl]i] i.lﬂr].-‘ :‘Im]. I]U]iliﬁal ilﬁ"ﬁlup‘
ments will find thiz book iz more than
satisfactory.

Martiv B. LogEs
University of Wisconsin
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Clement L. Vallandigham,

The Limits of Dissent: Clement L. Vallandig-
ham and the Civil War. By Frank L. KLEMENT.
{The University Press of Kentucky, Lexington,
1971, Pp, xii, 351. WMustrations, notes, hibli-
ography, index. 510.50,

Few fhgures of the Civil War era were as
controversial or notorious as Clement L.
Vallandigham of Ohio, the most sutspoken of
the “Peace Demoerate”™ and a harsh eritie of
the Lincoln Administration. To Republicans,
he was an vul-and-out traitor, “the most un-
popular man in the North:™ to many Demo-
crats, his arrest for encouraging dislovalty and
su].'usequeni conviction h:.' a |11i]im]'1_r court mar]r.
him a martyr to the cause of free Lg.pee-ch.

Frank L. Klement’s hiography of Vallandig-
ham is the first scholarly appraisal of this Cop-
perhead leader’s career. In it, Vallandigham
emerges as a iln;_.gr:nuliu:'__ inflexible, and ambi-
tious politician, who misjudged both the poli-
lical sitwation in the North and the ultimate
aims of the South., Nonetheless, Klement feels
Vallandigham has been unfairly treated by his.
torians, and & good part of the book is an at-
tempt to dispel the myths and misconceplions
which surround his name. Az in his important
carlier work, Copperheads of the Middle West,
Klement skillfully discusses such bases of anti-
war sentiment as Western sectionalism, oppo-
sition to arbitrary arrests and the draft, and
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racizm. He denies that Vallandigham was in-
volved in any seeret treasonable activities, and
insists he never urged resistance to the draft
or other laws.

A [though K]umcnl is b}' no means syvmpa-
thetic to many of Vallandigham's views, the
book does represent a partial rehabilitation of
the Copperhead leader. At times it seems as if
Klement aceepts Vallandigham’s own analysis
of the political situation, as in such dubious as-
sertions as “Lincoln became a servant of New
England and industrialism,” and “Vallandig-
ham and Lincoln saw eve to eve” on Hecon-
struction, Moreover, Klement seems to slough
over some of Vallandigham’s more question-
able actions. Daring his brief exile to the Con-
federacy in 1863, for example, Vallandigham
advizsed Southerners that if they held out uniil
the following vear a new, peace-oriented ad-
ministration would be elected in the North, and
he warned that any invazion of the North would
sulidff_v Lincoln's support. [¥id this not border
on giving aid and comfart to the enemy?

According to Klement, Vallandigham oceu-
pied a “middle position™ in the midwestern
Democracy, opposing both the War Democrats
whao STt the Eu:]l‘nilﬁstra[il:l‘rlf and the
more extreme peace men who endorsed the
Southern cause, He always insisled his goals
were peace and union. But his specific peace
plans. which included a proposal for an armi-
sti-[:c'._. Enr:}pcan e iation, and a national pres-
idential election in 1861, were. as Klement
notes, “quite vagoe and impractical.” It may
be that Vallandigham never teally decided
which of his twin goals had the higher priority.
Far from being the inflexible dogmatist pie-
tured by Klement, Vallandigham may be seen
as inconsistent and vacillating, and having no
real alternative to the course pursued by the
Pnrﬁif]nnt.

Vallandigham was not a %ﬂiﬁs#—]m ardent-
ly supported the Mexican War and called its
opponents traitors. His opposition to the Civil

far was political and legal. and it is on this
basis that it must be judged. On the one hand,
Vallandigham recognized that the line between
dizzent and treason can be obliterated in war-
time and he helped establish the prineiple
that the prosecution of a war must not be an
pxcuse Tor the suppression of basic civil liber-
ties. On the other hand, there iz no question
that his backward-looking political conserva-
tism was anachronistic and inflexible. that
racism was a major prop of hi=s antiwar out-
look, and that, far from recognizing the role of
alavery in bringing about the war, he blamed
the conflict on the abolitionists. Unlike today’s

319

war critics, Vallandigham never developed a
forward-looking critique of administration pol-
icies. His slogan. “the Union as it was, the
Constitution as it is,” was, at the war's outset,
accepted by almost all Northerners. Yet as the
war progressed most—though not Vallandig.
ham —came to endorse Lincoln’s alternative
dietum, “the dogmas of the quiet past are in-
adequate for the stormy present.’”

Eric Fover
Columbia University

Maury Maverick: 4 Political Biography. By
Ricuann B, Hexperson. (University of Texas
Press, Austin, 1970. Pp. xxiii, 386. Photo-
graphs. notes, bibliography, index. $8.50.)

Maury Maverick stuck out from the Southern
conservatism of his day like a sore thumb. For
that reasan it is unfortunate that Mr, Hender-
son has seemed to grasp only the thumb. and
not the man. The biography is. to be sure,
heavily documented. but overwhelmingly anec-
dotal and surprizingly superficial when it
comes Lo dizcussing such important themes as
Maverick’s shifting stands on iselation, civil
rights, and racism, The reader iz made well
aware of these changes, but not of why they
occurred. The book iz subtitled 4 Political
Biography, and perhaps this is the author’s
excuse for not presenting the reader with the
private as well az the public man. Most “politi-
cal biographies™ are thus, not out of choice,
but because there are no priva_le papers, and
the public man is all that iz vizible. Such iz not
the case here. as the hibliographical essay
indicates,

One of the major problems in biographical
literature is the placing of the subject in the
context of his time (present, past, and future].
In this area. too, the book is somewhat defi-
cient. Maverick. for example, played an im-
portant role in Franklin Boosevells wartime
agﬁnties. but the author r::sl!i‘il;,'ts |'|1'5 narratiye
to Maverick’s work in the agencies without giv-
ing the reader a feeling for the nature of the
agencies themselves (which may well have ex-
plained some of Maverick’s actionz). Further.
more, a greater familiarity with the period in
gf‘ﬂe]'ﬂt '||'|I'I:J|JJI"] hﬂ.'l.'l:‘ ]n'r.".-'entf!r] Hmldﬂfmll f'l_'i_'lln
making such mistakes as saving that the Gava-
gan Anti-Lynching Bill failed in the House of
Representatives (page 1411, The negative vote
Henderson cites was taken on proposed amend-
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menta o the bill. The bill itself pu.-;s-ml in the
House but was supplanted in the Senate by the
Wagner-Van Nuys Bill.

Finallyv, the author makes much of Maver-
ick’s prophecies for the future. While the
reader should recognize from the book that
:‘lIﬂ\'L?]'il'k woas a I..l("'l'l: |'['Iri."|'1' man ﬂ{ ]:I'l_l'}ﬂ{] "Inter-
esls, ”'H‘rl' mav HTiE-E' SIS i,'[llf_"ﬁtil_lrl az o
whether the Congressman’s batting average was
‘h:ilv as close to 1,000 as is indicated. One tends
to wonder, in fact, whether Maury ever gpuessed
wrong—uexcept, of course, in his ability to zet
elected,

i'It'J'HL'r.-'u.'-n I'I'r!ll:'l'lll]l"""- l]'ll:,' ]!'il'_lz'x'l'ap]']?." “'i[h a
reference to Maverick’s “love affair with fiis
land, fiis people, and his Texas heritage.” but,
Fl'll'lﬁi:illk""il'l;f i!'ll:' I'Ii!i”{ll‘”"}' hl'll'lrt .'il'llf" iﬂ l'|'.1fi.;'|TI.'!i
and local office given to him by his constituents,
it appears that Maverick the thinker may have
]'ll.:l.‘“. l"l{ I Fi.i.':lli.f‘“'ﬂ[]"t‘: tiJUII llﬂ'\'*.'fi{;lﬂ I.hl.'
political doer. This is why an insight of Maury
the man is so important, and it is perhaps why
the absence of such is so tragic,

Micnaer 3. HoLmes
University of Wisconsin—~Parkside

Albere [. Beveridge: American Nationalist. By
Joms Bragsan, {(University of Chicago Press,
Chicage, 1971. Pp. x, 370, Bibliographical
notez, index, §12.50.1

Albert |. Beveridge iz a biographer's dream
subject. He was a leading public figure, who as
Senator from Indiana from 15899 o 1911
played impartant parts in the two great politi-
cal events of hisz time, imperialist expansion
and the Emergencs aof pru::a:'cm]n: reform.
Later, he fought in the front rank of Theodore
LBoosevelt’s Progressive party and in the “hatal-
lion of death” which opposed American mem-
hership in the League of Nations. Al the same
time, Beveridee was a reflective, articalate ob-
server of the events in which he participated,
and he left o luminous record of his observa-
tions in a steady oulput of magazine writing
ﬂ'l'll':l I_'Iﬁ]'rf:ﬂ])ill'll"[ﬂ]ll"l'! '\'l'lil}l a8 l!.'].]":.'l:l' l:.lr |:]l.:lﬁl‘
friends who included novelist David Graham
Phillips, editors George Horace Lorimer and
_-i.“-_lf'_, rt E.h 0w, :'IIH] lIue-iiru.‘!-i:-'-lﬂL‘ll-|tlu|itf-!ﬁﬂ]'|5i
George W. Perkins and John C. Shafler. Also,
alter leaving office Beveridge made probably
the most successful transition of any American
from an active political career to distingnished
historical scholarship when he produced his
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Allere J. :’-'rV."r'r."ﬂ";:r' fr FOHS

I"m.lr‘ll..llllt:ulul. i”"..ly_l'ill.llli.'."':‘! le ]-1|Irl h’iﬂl:'jl:lhl”. ﬂl'll_l
Abraham Lineoln.

The present work is the second Humi 1:11|'t;t'a-
phy of Beveridge, Its predecessor, Claude G.
Bowers H-eu'.-:rir!l_-r.-: and the Prﬂgr essive Era
{ Baston, 1031, apgmam] sooin after his death
and was the work of a friend and admirer,
D:.'spih' cerlain nln'irnl:-'- I'-iaﬁeﬁ of Sy, ﬂH‘L}' and
shorteomings of perspective, Bowers Ea.lr:vrfr.‘{{.--
contained a lively portrait of the man’s per-
"'l'”.a[il._'l':. l"'.il]'l'\""_'liﬂ:'_' a |'J.t:'iJ.]' SETLSE |'.Ir ]'l.ll"q ]..ll'l.]'lt-
ing ambition and ceaseless activity as well as,
perhaps unintentionally, hizs consuming vanity
ani ezollsm., The greakesl tribute 1o Bowers’
depiction of the personal side of Beveridge
comes with Braeman®s treatment, which,
though sharpening some emphases and offering
a number of corrections in detail, reproduces
}.r'ﬂsil:ulh the zame portrait, In other sreas Brae-
ITLan :-iu]r'rluhh-‘ Biﬂ"ﬂ'l—!"\-. Hr: |J|'i‘.5|:nt5 il "t'i""il'].|
incisive examination of the various political
contexts in which Beveridge operated—the
hard-fought factionalism of the Indiana Re-
publicans, the intrigues and maneaverings with-
in the Senate, and the highly personalized in-
fighting among the Progressives. Braeman
likewise scrutinizes Beveridge's historical re-
search and eritically dissects his interpretations
of Marzhall, Lincoln, and their political con-
texts. As a result, Braeman offers a vastly im.-
pr:n‘t:r] I:IIIL]r:r.ﬁl Fl.l'll.:ljl'lH l.'i. B!""l"l."l'i(]l‘.'.i_: a5 a ].'rulr]i.::
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fizure, especially as a practical politician, and
as a scholar,

This book has other praiseworthy qualities,
too. Braeman’s research unquestionably de-
serves to be called exhaustive. Not only has he
made full use of Beveridge's own extensive and
rewarding papers, but he has also examined all
the relevant manuscript collections of Beve-
ridze’s contemporaries and delved inlo news-
papers and local records. Equallv impressive
is the grace with which Braeman resists im-
pulses to show off the considerable digging that
went into his work. Rather, he presents a well-
paced, unfailingly intercsting, often exciting
account of Beveridge's career. Unfortunately,
the briskness and becoming brevity of the book
also point to its chief llaw. In presenting a
spare; fast-moving narrative Braeman passes up
many excellent chanees for analysis of Bever-
idge’s views and approach to politics. This is
not to say that the book i= entirely unanalytical.
As the subtitle suzgests, Braeman finds the kev
to Beveridge's palitical outlook in his passion-
ate nationalizm. He also makes clear at several
points how Beveridge was a =elf-consrionsly
conservative reformer whe wished to amelio-
rale sp-eciﬁcr] conditions in order ta prevent
possible turmoil and forestall more radical
changes.

The drawback of the morsels of interpreta-
tion which Braeman presents is that they
amount to only a skarting point for a truly per-
ceptive asseazment. For example, he nses
Beveridze's assertion that he was ®an American
Nationaliat with a hig *A” and a big ‘N* 7 (page
323) as if the statement supplicd a self-
explanatory concept. Instead of probing the
values and emotional projections which eom-
prised that “Nationalism.” Braeman simply
comments that Beveridge “was a worshiper of
order, efficiency, and material progress” [page
273) . What kind of order, with what groups in
what positions? Efficiency al what eosts and
to whose benefit? Progress toward what ends
and at what expense? These are the kinds of
questions one would like to see explored.

The most intrigning and significant problem
ahout Beveridge, which Braeman alzo does lit-
tle to e]unidate_. iz how he came to hold his
peculiar palitieal outlook. Tt haz long been re.
cognized that Beveridge virtwally duplicated
Thendore Roosevelt, first in his agzressive,
imperialistic views of foreign affairs and later
in his philosophically conservative approach to
domestie reform. Both men embodied the
closeat American equivalent to contemporary
British “Tory democracy™ and Bismarck’s po-
sition in Germany—an essentially aristocratic
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disdain for economic concerns as unheroic,
coupled with promotion of secial welfare mea-
sures for the sake of national unily in meeting
forcign challenges. In Roosevell's case, with
his patrician background and cosmpolitan np-
hringing, il is easy to 2ee how he came by such
views. Beveridge, by conlrast, was a self-made
man who rarely left his native Middle West
and did not travel abroad until after hiz elec-
tion to the Senate. Yet, as Braeman recounts,
from youth onward he scorned “materialism™
and declared az a eollege student, “T would be
willing to go to hell if T could make a reputa-
tion as great as Mapoleon™ (page 10,

Beveridge's political outlook becomes even
more remarkable in view of what Braeman re-
lates ahout the persistent coolness between him
and Roosevelt. Despite their near identity of
bazic views, the President never liked or
worked closely with hiz senatorial supporter,
and after both men had left office Hﬂ?&:!'fdgﬁ'@-
initial admiration curdled over Roosevelt's
callons disregard for the Progressive party.
Interestingly. too, when the two men differed,
it was Beveridge who almaost invariablv pushed
the imperializtic viewnoint further. Whereas
Roosevelt developed doubts about the wisdom
of rﬁlainfng the Philippines becaose of their
vulnerability to Japanese attack, Beveridze
never wavered in his faith that the Stars and
Stripes should wave over the islandz forever.
Similarly, the Hoosier shared nene of his
chiefs fondness for diplomatic partnership
with Britain. He wizhed to 2ee the United States
rise Lo primacy in seapower, and during the
Tirst World War he became decidedly pro-
German, out of hath admiration for the Teu-
tonie fusion of militarism and social welfare
and a longing to see America profit from a

British defeat.

The significance of Beveridge's views is
much broader than the man himself. After all
the most ardent exponent of an aristocratic-
militarist outlock was not, like Roosevelt or
Henry and Brooks Adams or Henry Cabot
Lodge, from a disaffected, frequently expatri-
ated upper crust. He was the product of Ameri.
ca’s middle-class heartland, a would-be Middle
Borl:]r:r Honﬂpartn. 'Trhc gchcﬁis and nurture of
Beveridge’s wiews raise distorbing questions
about the potentialities within American cul-
ture and society in the decades following the
Civil War. The answers to such questions could
vield important insights into what happened to
the country in those turn-of-the-century dec-
ades which witneszed imperial expansion,
myriad efforts at internal reform, and eventual
entry into global conflict. It 3= regrettable that
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Braeman has not explored these questions. If he
had, he might have written the great biography
that Beveridge so plainly deserves,

Jorx Mivtox Coorer. Jr.
University of Wisconsin

Progressivism and the Open Door: America
and Ching, 19031921, By Jerny IsragL. { Uni-
versity of Pittshurgh Prese, Pittshurgh, 1971,
Pp. =xiv. 222, Notes, bibliography, index,
$0.95.)

Professor Tsracl has written an intL*rr;sting
and wvaluable study of America's open door
policy during the progressive era, What makes
l[srael's work dilferent from other accounts of
the open door is his attempt to link that policy
to domestic progressiviem, to show, in other
words, that Americans viewed and reacted to
conditions in the Far East in the same way they
responded to problems at home,

Taking his cue from William Leuchtenberg’s
landmark essay suggesting the relationship be-
tween domestic reformizm and progressive im-
perializm. lsrael emphaszizes the conceptual
Frﬂmuw[:lr]l ]:JE'I'.I;IJ'LI t}“‘. I'I.Htiﬂ]'.l,ﬁ E]'I.'i:'l'l.ﬂ. pn“r"_'i-,
Moting that recent students of the progressive
movement have broken from the traditional
political approach to progressivism in order ta
examing questions of content, he proposes to da
the same for foreign policy,

Israel’s link between progressivism and the
open door is the gospel of efficiency, especially
its emphasiz on co-operation. Arguing that
domestically progressives sought to replace the
ereed of r:rrmpl‘.‘t'lli:ln with thal of ::t:--up{-.ralinrt
ander the guise of efficiency, he maintains that
with respect to China many of them sought also
to substitute co-operation among nations for
international competition. But just as there
were those who n;:pr.-ﬁg:tl the domestic move-
ment towards co-operation, there were those
who opposed a similar co-operative movement
il'l fl:l'l—i'.igﬂ ﬁ_”ﬂi]’ﬁ. ﬂ": Tt'ﬁult .FIHH“}" was a 1]1‘.‘."-
cate compromise between a competitive and
co-operative stance with respect to China.
“Finding the middle ground, the classic bal-
ance, the acceptable compromise,” lsrael con-
cludes, “was the legacy of the first two decades
of the twentieth century at home and in China.”
But even those who fought the movement
towards co-operation, lsrael makes clear,
shared the determination of other progressives
to ereale an efficient, harmonious nation in the
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Ovient similar Lo the type of nation they were
trying to establish at home. Their conflict was
one of tactics not of ultimate purpose.

There are several criticisms of Lsrael’s work
which need to be raised. In the frst plar:-.'..
while the author makes clear the importance
that fear of Japan had in leading Americans
a]nng the pa!h of nn—n[n’:ral]qn, he still Jeaves
his reader feeling that the nation’s policy
makers were motivated primarily by ideolog-
ical factors (i.e., the {.;uspe] of (‘.'H_Ic'iefn(':l."'l arud
only secondarily by consideration of interna-
tional politics. And this is, indeed, a tenuous
position to hold. What is missing is sufficient
analysis of the politieal and economic relation-
ships hetween the great powers in the Far East.
In thiz respect Professor lsrael might have
done well to consult the opening chapters of
Akira Irive's excellent A frer frnperialism, even
thot:gh Iriyﬂ writes of the }r:rl"inﬂ after 1019,

Sl!t‘oﬂl”}-‘. lsrael n:rglf:-.‘.lﬁ an 'impm‘l&nl. faeel
of the interrelationship of progressivism and
foreign policy in which the concept of efficiency
plaved a particularly relevant role, namely the
organizational preparations made by the na-
tion's leadership community to capture for-
eign trade—including that of the Far East,
Impressed by Germany’s ability in foreign
mar]mts, th:.*.%e |1:nrf|::|‘5| attributed G-Erman}"ﬁ
suceess to her overall corporate efficiency and
modeled their own efforts in developing over-
seas commerce along German lines. Much of
the talk aboul co-operation. which lerael em-
phasizes in international terms, actually con-
cerned domestic co-operation in order to pro-
maote trade.

Finally, larael suggests that the United States
during the progressive era directed its attention
more to the Far East than any other non-Euro-
pean area of the world. Such sentiment is, per-
haps, to be expected given Isracl’s special in-
terest. But there iz at least equal evidence to
indicate that the nation’s leaders turned in-
l‘.I'r'.ElEi'i:l'l":]}" Hway from the Far East and towards
Latin America, which. they helieved. offered
greater commercial opportunity, especially
since completion of the Panama Canal would
open the whole west coast of South America to
trade development. Thus, Tsrael's remark that
during World War I “China, alwavs the future
Eldorade, took on added significance as per-
haps the last prize to be left after the war's
destruction™ is at least questionahle.

Nﬂ"il:;l’thl:‘.l(‘:!ﬁ!. !]1::.54'. criticisms should nol de-
tract from the overall importance of Israel's
study, The author has established what other
historians have neglected—an ideological link
hetween domestic and foreign issues. He has
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Soiety's Ieonographie Collections

Seudents ot the Canton Y M. A, Commercial Day
School i 1010,

bolstered his position with a wide variety of
primary and secondary materials, including
the infrequently used papers of the American
Red Cross and the YMCA. Without neglecting
more well-known personages, he has found a
place in his study for the lesserknown but still
important journalists, humanitarians, and ed-
ueators who also made their impact on policy
formulation. As a result, he has aoffered addi-
tional dimension to the history of America’s
China policy during the progressive era.

BurTox 1. Kavrarax
Louisiana State University in New Orleans

Lowis T Wigfall: Southern Fire-eater. By ALvy
L. Kive. (Louisiana State University Press,
Baton Rouge, 1970. Pp. ix, 259. Notes, bihli-
ographical essay, index, £10.00.)

Southern fire-caters present difficult prob-
lems for contemporary historians—espeeially
for those who choose to be their biographers,
Men of passionate tempers whose raging voices
articulated certain of the South’s gr]uvunces in
the decades before the Civil War, they reneral-
Tj‘ stond on the |:rr5pher}' of even their own
regian’s political consciousnesz until events
conspired to push their voices to the forefront.
Although onee considered by historians as im-

portant members of a “blundering generation™
responsible for leading the nation to disunion
and conflict, they are now relegated to the back-
benches by scholars more concerned with the
junctures at which social structure, ideclogy,
and economics meet, And yet presumably a
biography of a Southern fire-eater—especially
ome considered to be an “ideal type™ such as
Louis T. Wigfall—could illuminate the shad-
owy ares where men and “forees” confront
each other, leaving visible marks on both, This,
unfartunately, Alvy L. King does not do in the
first full-scale biography of Wigfall.

To a considerable extent, the fault rests in
the nature of Wigfall's career and with the ma-
lerials left behind for his biographer. A man of
high birth but of limited means, Wigfall's in-
fluence—and therefore his importance—was
uneven during the three decades of his public
life. His few I.'II?"I:'SIIIJELI papers, concentrated on
his Confederate vears, reflect thiz unevenness.
A native of South Carolina where he developed
an ideslogical and temperamental affinity for
the habits of the Southern aristoeracy, Wizfall
moved to Texas in 1846 after his short-lived
legal and political career had ended in diszrace
and penury. He was more succesaful in Texas
where he hecame an important voles (if not
power} within the state’s Democratic party.
Maore strident in his states’ rights viewa than
maost Texas Democrats during the 1850, Wig-
fall catapulted into a position of |em]:.-rﬁ|ﬁ|1 m
185% when, after John Brown’s raid at Harper's
Ferry {and, according to King, because of
Brown's action), he was selected az a United
States Senator and thus given an opportunity
to carry his extreme defense of the Southern
position to the nation’s capital.

Throvghoot 1860 and the early months of
1361, the Texaz senator championed his states’
rights positions and heaped scorn upon all an-
tagonists. Even after Texas seceded from the
Union on March 2, 1861, Wigfall remained in
the Senate where he acted both as a gadfly and
a covert spy for the newly formed Confederacy,
In late March, however., he left Washington 1o
begin his mission as a Confederate politician
championing the interests of the military. Dur-
ing the next four vears Wigfall served as g
Texas zenator to the Confederate Congress,
Here he voiced a continual defense of the
Southern cause—especially its most aristocrat-
ie tendencies, He insisted that all other eon-
siderations be subordinated to the necessities
of t‘l'li"félt'}' vietorv, and he r]um're]f_-c'f incesaant-
Iy with JTefferson Davis over the latter’s conduct
of the Confederate war effort, At this time. Wig-
fall’s inflaence, disruptive in the main, was per-
haps at its height. King, in faet, claims that
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“With the pussibte exveplion of JTellerson Davis
himself, there was no greater contributor to . .,
dizastrons internal dissension than Louis
Wigfall.”

Wigfall, then, was a significant if not con-
sistently influential figure during his public
career. His views were alwaw too Extreme, his
temperament too combustible for him to act
in the major arena. Nor was he a seminal
thinker whao left an impressive bady of material
explaining his positions and ustlﬁmg hi=
visceral lovalties. Rather, th{ali = importance
rests largely with his disruplive actions during
the war—actions motivated by his commitment
to the preservation of Southern independence
and the hegemony of the Southern aristocracy.,
It was the very intensity of this commitment
which led Wigfall to his intemperate attacks
upon Davis and Davis’s war policies. Yet King
underplavs the importance of these larger
ideological considerations. Instead, he chooses
to partray W:gfa]i az an f*xfm;:-lur of Richard
Hotstader = ].rﬂra:m'ld =ly e’ nf An—mri{zan
palitica. Admittedly, Wigfall exaggerated the
villainy of the opposition. Yet, given hiz ideo-

SUMMER, 1971

logical pm‘iapnsitiﬂnﬁ, the North n-.prr.-uemr:l
a real threat to the continued hegemony of the
Southern aristocracy within a slave society.
And, as a man who perceived his interests as
being identical with those of the large-planter
class, Wigfall suffered the impending threat
personally as well as ideologically.

King's failure to emphasize the rationality of
Wigfall’s perceptions and consequent actions
largely emanates from the limited setting he has
constructed for his subject. Despite an initial
attempt to sketch South Carolina society as
Wigfall knew it during his youth, King’s major
concerns are with the deeds of his protagonist.
Asa result, he is not totally suceessful in his at-
tempt to play Wigfall off against the Southern
aristocracy az g elese. Nor does King compare
Wigfall with other fire-eaters in an effort to
comment on the larger phenomenon of political
agitation. And Wigfall simply cannat bear the
burden of a narrowly conceived biography by
himeelf.

Frovn J. MiLLeR
Hiram College
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ACCESSIONS
Manuscripts

Services for microfilming, photostating, and
seroxing all hot certain restricted ftems in its
manuscripts collections are provided by the
Society. For details write Dir. Josephine L.
Harper, Manmscripts Carator,

Miscellaneous Collections. Papers of the dsso.
ciation af Wisconsin State University Faculties,
1918-1963, including correspondence, com-
mittee reports and minutes, conference
proceedings, constitutions, clippings, and ref-
erence and miscellaneous papers from the files
of the Azzociation and its officers, presented by
the officers of the .!‘!LEEI:]CJ{][IGI‘.I ]963—19?0
pers of the Congress of Racial Equality’s
%”es:em Regional Office, 1948-1967, including
vorrespondence and subject files on adminis-
tration, education, employment, housing, and
reference materials, presented by the Western
Regional Office, Oakland, Calif.; papers of Fil-
linm Donakey, 1914-1969, creator of the car.
toon sirip, “The Teenie Weenies™, consisting of
nq‘rrr:'_spnmft,:nce, n]ippingﬁ, Dona]lt:}"'u writings,
books illustrated by him, music manuscripts,
and business and financial papers, presented by
William Donshey and his estate, Chicago, I1L.;
papers of Edgar B. Gordon, 1906-1961, musie
profeszor at the University of Wisconsin and
pioneer in educational radio broadcasting, in-
cluding incoming eorrespondence, articles, ad-
dresses, manuscripts of instructional manuals,
and other materials relating to music education
and appreciation, and reminiscences, scrap-
books, and biographical data, presented by
Mrs. Edgar B Gnnran, Madizon; Hadaossah—
Rachel ‘? Jastrow Chapter papers, 1919=1958,
the Madizon, Wisconsin chapter of the women’s
Zionist Organization of America, including
eorrespondence, minute hooks, membership
and officer lists, reports, clippings, and publica-
tionz of the national convention and the Hadas-
sah Medical Organization, prezented by Mrs,
Herman Mack, Madison ; Lu[.-e:-ret:urdedyinter-
view with Christopher Hexter, University of
Wisconsin student, concerning his experiences
as a Freedom School teacher in Ruleville and
Indiancla, Missizsippi, during the summer of
1964, presented by Christopher Hexter, New
Haven, Conn,; papers of Langston Hughes,
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1917-1967, novelist, poet, including plays and
librettos by Hughes, and miscellaneouz pro-
grams and clippings, presented by Langston
Hughes, New York, N.Y.: a letter, 1836, and a
bill, 1846, of Solomon Juneau, fur trader, pre.
sented by Donald G. Coleman, Madison; tape:
recorded interview with Douglas Korty. Uni.
versity of Wisconsin student, discussing his
participation in eivil rights work and labor or
ganizing in Haywood County, Tennessee, May—
Awgust, 1965, presented by Douoglas Korty,
Avon Lake, Ohio; microfilm edition of the
papers of Henry Demarest Lioyd, 1840-1937,
auther, journalist, and social and economic
reformer, consisting of correspondence, arti-
eles and addresses, hook manuscripts. note.
books, scrapbooks and clippingz, and miscel-
lany, presented by Mrs. Caro Llovd Strobell,
William B. Llowd, Jessie B. Lloyd, Macy M.
Llavd, Georgia Lloyd, Mrs. William B, Lloyd,
Philip 5. Foner, Mrs. Albert Hackett, and
Michael Hateher; papers, 19031966 of Rich-
ard Paul Momsen, U5, diplomat, international
lawyer, and businessman, including personal
and business correspondence, addresses, state-
ments, documentary materials, elippings and
scrapbooks, presented by Mra. Richard P.
Momsen, Cross River, N. Y.; papers of Abra-
ham Polonsky, 19361968, writer of short
gtortes and novels, and for radio and metion
pictures, editor of the Hollywood Quarterly,
motion picture director, and member of the
Hollywood Ten, consisting of drafts of his
novels, short stories. and articles, diaries, and
cinematic materials including scripts and
screenplay and production materials, presented
by Al':mimm Polonsky, Red Hook, N. Y.:
papers of Howard Rodman, 1942-1061, writer
of short stories, and for radio, television, thea.
tre, and motion pictures, including scripts,
storiea and outlings, and a small amount of
correspondence, presented by Howard Rod-
man, Loz Angeles, Calif.; papers, 1880-1968,
of Guwyneth King Roe {Mrs. Gilbert Roe) , wife
of & former law partner of Robert M. La Fol-
lette, physical education teacher, women's suf-
fragist. and friend of Progressives, radicals,
amarchists, and muckrakers, including corre
spondence, family, business, and teaching rec-
ords, diaries, and notes and draftz of her writ-
ings and those of Gilbert Roe, loaned by Mrs,
Edwin W. Murphy, Bethesda, Md.; papers of
Anne Romaine, 1966—1967, consisting of tape-
recorded interviews and tranzeriptions she con-
ducted with several persons active in the civil
rights movement, pal‘ll:rular'}r in the Mf.'i‘sissip-
pi Freedom Democratic party, presented by
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Mrs. Anne Romaine, Charlottesville, Va.; pa-
pers, 1932-1963, of George F, Rowe, sccrctary
to U.5. Senator Robert M. La Follette, fr., and
to 115, Congressman Merlin Hull, special assis.
tant in the U.3. Department of Agriculture,
secretary to two professional dairy organiza-
tions, and stafl member of the Foreign Agrical-
tural Service, including segments of the re-
search files and correspondence relating to his
variouz positions, presented by Mrs, George
Rowe, Garette Park, Md.; papers, 1924—-1945,
of Clarence Sentor, oflicer of the U5, Socialist
Party, labor journalist, Latin American spe-
cialist, author, and educator, including corre-
spondenee, reports, notes and clippings relating
to his various activities, presented by Clarence
Senior, New York, N.Y.: papers, 1857-1947,
of George F. Shepherd, Wisconsin immigrant
farmer and Civil War soldier, consisting of
I:Drrﬂs])un{lﬂﬂl:ﬂ.. If‘:gﬂ] l'“‘:l::ll'LiE»’ H.I:Id Illi:".-CE.'HEI.-
neous biographical data, loaned for microfilm-
ing by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fristad, Stevens
Point: diaries, 18537-1871, of Reverend [fohn
. Simpson, Presbhyterian minister and Con-
federate :_:hﬂplain, I_'I-rl_‘:‘j{‘l'l.l.t!i] |13r Herbert A. Kel-
lar, Madizon; correspondence and miscellany
of foseph i, Spencer, 1861-18381, U.5. Army
officer from Minnesota, presented by G. DL
Wilcox, Chicago: papers. 1806.1933, of Helen
Sumner Woodbury, labor economist and au-
thor, including correspondence, a reference
file, writingz, and elippings, presented by Rob-
ert M. Woodburv, Brvn Mawr, Pa.
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Manuscripts Accessioned for the
Area Research Centers

At Whiterater. Biographical information con-
cerning Harry 5. Anderson, the founder of the
Bergen Telephone Company, Rock County,
presented by Mra. Jean Lyons, Clinton: state-
ment of Charles W. Hetzel, a teacher at Beloit
Memorial Hizh School, made before the Beloit
Human Relations Commission, .n'"-.[:ll‘j.l 25, 1968,
concerning racial prablems in the Beloit school
system, presented by Leslie H. Fishel, Tiffin,
Ohio; record books, 1844-1901, and a history
written by Mrs. Ardis Corey concerning the
First Baptist Charch, Janesville, loaned for
microfilming by Mrs. Ardiz Corey, Janesville;
record books, 1861-1913, of a farm owned by
William F. Phillips, his father, and his broth-
ers, Lake Mills, including ledgers, livestock
records, records of butter production, and a
ledzer of the Lake Mills Dairymen’s Assovia-
tion, presented by Robert Ferry, Lake Mills;
financial records, 1887-19532, of a Waterloo
harness making shop owned first by Lyons and
Seaver and mext by Robert Seiz, im:lur_{'ult_:‘
daybooks and account books, presented hy
Arthur Setz, Waterloo; and the papers of Jofin
and Lownisa f.‘:iurgr:n” Smrith, earl}' residents
of Rock County, including correspondence,
1832-1871, materials concerning Smithton

S{;]_'II_'IICIL i ]'I'""i'il:'“' fl{ ]l':l"'ﬂj evenls 1!]’ 13"}1- ﬂ!ld
a copy of a 1675 will, loaned for microfilming
by Mrs. Paul R. Bobole, Clinton,

Coctety’s Teonogrmphico Colleactions

Jack K. Jullings, assistant state orohivisé, processing records for public wse.
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Joax SeveEna, Curator of
Decorative Arts for the Socie-
tv's Muoseum and a native of
Spring Green, Wisconsin, has
IJﬁEll a H-LH.E mem !.'ll:r ﬁil]ﬂt
1958, when she began as Mu-
seum  Registrar, During  the
years to follow, Mrs. Severa acquired a famil-
iarity with the depth of the collections and be-
came increasingly aware of their exceptional
quality, A certainty began to grow that de-
seriptions of many of the collections should be
published — as  television shows, illustrated
lectures, and articles. When in 1965 the post
in Decorative Arts was created, Mrs, Severa in
the new capacity found further evidence to
suppott this feeling; at the same lime greater
responsibilities and limited help made rapid
progress impossible. Work was begun, how.
ever, with various of the ceramic, glass, and
costume collections in the creation of six slide.
leciures, and other of the Society’s museum
holdings were brought before the public
through television.

With the publication of this article, in joint
authorship with William C. Haygood, Mrs. Se.
vera accomplishes the third step in putting the
quality of the Museum collections before a
wide audience. Another of the rave collections
will be given an airing soon when the maga-
gine Antigues prints an illustrated article on
the shaving bowls collected in Spain in the
18805 IZI_'!.-' General Lucius Fairchild, A full eat-
ulug of this i:npur!anl‘. collection, with many
il[usn‘atia:ms, should appear sometime next
Vear.

Mrs, Severa iz a 1970 graduate of the Win-
terthur Summer Institute for the Decorative
Arts, given by the Henry Francis Dul'ont Win-
terthur Museum in conjunction with the Uni-
\'l:rﬁil].-' of Delaware, She is the wife of M,
James Severya, chiel of Administrative Services
for the Society,
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Wittiam Coxnverse Hay.
cooD was born in 1910 in At
|u.n1.,u, Gl:nrg;a, a.m;] l;duf,.atl:d
at Emory University, the Uni-
versity of Chicago, and the
University of Michigan. After
serving as a librarian in Geor-
gia and New York City, he became director of
the American Library Association’s Latin
American project in 1939, and from 1M1 to
1947 was divector of the fellowship program
of the Julius Rosenwalid Fuml, with time oul
for service with the Toth lufun'lr}r Division in
France and Germany., Following the war he
was sent by the State Department to Spain to
inaugurate a system of United States Informa-
tion Libraries in Madrid, Barcelona, Bilbao,
Valencia, and Sevilla. From 1951 to 1953 he
and his wife lived on the Spanish island of
Mallorca where he did free-lance writing and
where their twins, Billy and Martha, were born.
Returning to the U.S. in 1953, the Haygoods
lived on a farm outside Madison, where, except
for a time as library consultant to the Puerto
Rican government, Mr. Haygood continued his
writing caveer. Hizs novel, T'he Ides of August,
was published by World in 1956, and in the
meantime he had sold stories to zuch national
publications az Cosmopolitan, The Saturdey
Review, and Woman's Dey. In 1956 the Hay-
poods moved into Madison, and the following
vear Mr. Haygood joined the staff of the So.
ciety as editor of the Magazine.,

Rosert GriFrira, a [requent contributor of
I}ur,tk n‘.vir.w:; au:l arlic;lt*s, lrj d nal'u-':: |:|f Aliﬂn La,
Georgia, but grew up in southern Indiana, He
Iﬂﬂf:i."r'l:l,'l hi!‘_’r uui:l{'.r;.grm]uxh‘. t]t.‘f.f!rm; Il'l:jlm Dﬁ
Pauw University in 1962 and his M.A. and
Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin in 1964
and 1967, respectively. Formerly on the history
faculty of the University of Georgia, he is now
an the faculty of the University of Massachu-
serl= al Amherst, His doctoral dissertation won
the Frederick Jackson Turner Award of the
Organization of American Historians, Pub-
lished by the University Press of Kentucky.



WISCONSIN MACGAZINE OF HISTORY

under the title, The Politics ﬂf Fear: fﬂsgpﬁ R
MeCarthy and the Senate, it is reviewed in this
iszue. For a photograph and further biograph-
ical information see the Autumn, 1970 issue
of the Magazine,

Joun Id, HarcEr was born in
Oak Park, Illincis, twenty-
eight years ago, and grew up
m Aurora. He attended I.qr}'u}ﬂ
University in Chicago, where
]l.l:' Was H.'WH.HJI.‘.‘I.! i'li.ﬁ B"in.. iI'I
1964, his M.A. in 1966, and
his Ph.D. in 1969, In 1967-1968 he held the
first Ilinois State Historical Society Fellow-
ship for research in Illineis History. His

bequests are provided:

I,

History Foundation, the sum of

1

Hist Y Foundation, th

Madison. Wisconsin 53706,

SUMMER, 1971

doctoral dissertation, a study of the early
development of cities along the western shore
of Lake Michigan, particularly Chicago, Mil-
watkee, and Green Bay from 1830-1845, led
to his interest in the French fur traders and
their place in historical literature, Since
September, 1968, Dr. Haeger has been an
assistant professor of history at Central Michi-
gan University in Mount Pleasant. He has
published an article on the American Fur Com-
pany at Chicagoe in the fowrnal of the linois
State flistorical Seciety, and is currently work-
ing on a book on the development of cities in
the Old Northwest fram 1815 to 1860 with
special emphasis on the role of eastern capital
in facilitating urban development,

AN UsrestaicTen Girr
give, devise and bequeath 1o the Wisconsin

State Historical Eor,'iut}' in the area of its graah’.'st need a2 determined
by the Board of Curators or the Dirvector of the Society,

A Permaxest Fuxn

_E_'_'Ewr, devise and her{u:.‘ath to the Wisconsin

e surm of
as a permanent fund, the income only to be applied to the needs and
purposez of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin as determined
by the Board of Curalers or the Dirvector.

Your beguest is an investment in Wisconsin's future, For informa-
tion about the work of the Em'ict:.r and how Vour hsrqm‘:nl cin he]pf
write Lo: ﬁucrrctai'}'. Wiseonsin llistor}- F-.-undalir_ln, 816 State Streef,

Have You Thought of a Bequest for
The State Historical Society of Wisconsin?

It is not necessary to have g fortune in order to play a vital part in
perpetuating the rich heritage of Wisconsin,

The Wisconsin History Foundation, a nonprofit corporation dedi-
cated Lo the supporl of the State Historical Sﬂ-t:'li:t}' of Wisconsin
program of preserving Wisconsin heritage and its history, needs many
friend= and contributors—those who will bequeath for the future
as so many have contributed in the past.

For your convenience, two forms most widely used for making

dollars, to be used for the

dollars to be maintained
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EN

Peace
and
Friendship

S0 pledged the silver medals struck by the
United States government for presentation to
hundreds of Indian chieftains between the
American Revolution and the close of the
nineteenth century. And though peace and
friendship did not always prevail, the medals
themselves played an important role in govern-
mental Indian policy for more than a century.
Indian Peace Medals in American History,
Father Prucha's definitive study of their design,
manufacture, distribution, and significance,
will be of interest to historians, collectors,
numismatists, and reference librarians. The
book is illustrated with full-size plates of
sixty-five medals and with numerous Indian
poriraits,

INDIAN PEACE MEDALS IN AMERICAN HIS-
TORY, by Francis Paul Prucha. Pp. xiv, 178,
llus., notes, bibliography, index. $15.00.

He Diag, an Oglala Sioux chief, photagraphed in 1920 wearing a Ulysses 5. Grant silver peace medal.

Courtesy Smithsonian Institution.
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