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It is to be remarked that t5 render these licenses valuable, &
large number of canoes onght to e pravemted poing up to De-
treit; for, being unable to trade off within Hs Hmits the great
quantity of poods with which they woeuld be loaded, in the time
ordinari]ly employad in bartering, thoss who swould find their
ptock too large, would mot fail to go further off to sell them.
Finally, My Lord, tha valna of thesa Hesnses will depend on
the proportion of the number of canoces which will go up to De-
troit, which cught to be fized 2t 8 or 10 at most—N. F. Ualon.
Pocs., iz, pp. 858, 853,

[Fndorsed: “Mr dx Fruoleln, in enswer, show Father de Lamber
villea whai he sayr ehout tha 1Hoenses: morscvar, censurs M. de Rame-
E1¥, whe gbsed the protection he thinks he possetsed.”]

112 ETRGE OF DETROIT BY WISCORAIN INDIANA.

[DMcial Raport, made by the comwanding oficer, Mr, Dubwlsson, Lo
the Govarnor Gemergl of Canads, of the war whisk toodn place at De-
troit, 1o 1712, hebtween the French and their allles, and the Ottagamis
and Mascontins Indianaz] :

Sre—Ae I have thought it wes of preat consequence to in-
form you of the state of this post, by an azpress cance, I have
requested Mr. De Vineennes to muke the voyage, Laving as
sured him that this arrangement would he pleasing to you, per-

1 Jean &s Lamherville, whe had lebored o the Jasnlt misaiopa { malnly
among the Iroguels) from 1469 fo 1623; returning theo tor France, ba
acted a8 buelnesy apect for thoxe miysfeny durlug nearly tweoly years:
he dled o 1614— P

¢Thin dscament 12 reprintad from 4 rare pemphlet with the foragoing
£itls, pirhlished in I845 at Dweirolt (prioted by Harsha & Willcox, bui
enprrighiad by A MeFarren). The nreface mentions the coples made
hy Gen. Lewls Cuds of dnouments in the archives of Paris, and states
thet be "ipraighad the poblisher with & fransletion of cos of the most
Interesting of thess papars,” Dubulasen’s report of the Indian attack on
Deotroft tn 1712, Wa find it Decesary b o0trect A fow obvioils tyie-
graphical errors 1o the document; otherwise, [t 1z prodoesd oerdoiim
et Mierxiim. It wow also poblished by Willlam E. Bmith, In his His-
Tory of Wisconsin | Madigon, 1864), vol i, pp. 315-83§.—En.
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guaded a2 I am, Sir, that you are very solicitons about what
pasees here. The fatigne I underge day and night, in con-
Bequence of the public and private couneils, that T held with
the Indians, preventing me from rendering sou a detailed ae-
coun of all the circumstances, Mr. Tde Vincenues has prom-
ised to forget nothing, which has passed, iv order to commu-
niente it fully to you
. The destruction of twe Mascoutin and Ottagamie villages,
i3 one of the prinecipal reasens which induces me to send this
express canoe. 1t 8 God who has suffered these two audacicns
netione to perish, They had received many presents, and some
belts, from the English, to destrey the post of Fort Pontchar
train, and then to cut our throats and these of our atlies, par-
tienlarly the Hurons and Ottawas, residing wpon the Detroit
River; and after that, these wratches intended to settle among
the English and devote themsslves to their service. It in eaid,
that tha band of Oninetonam, sad that of Auveatemangons,
have heen reseived among the Irequois, and have established n
village npon their lands. This information has been bronght
by three camoes of Ontagamis, who have been defeatad T the
Chippewsys within four lespues of the post. I am under
gome apprehension for the safety of Mr. Delaforet [La
Forest], hecanss, being no doubt npon his mareh to this place,
he may fall in with some of those hostile bands, who have
joined themsslves to the Iroquois.
The band of the great chief Lamima, and that of the great
chief Pemousea, eame early in the spring smd encamped, in
spite of my oppositien, at about fifty paces from my fort, never
willing to listen to me, apesking alerays with mueh insolence,
and calling themaelves the awners of all this country. It was
necessary for me to be very mild, having, as you koow, Sir, but
thirty Frenchmen with me, and wishing to retain eight Mi-
amis, whe were with Mr. De Vincennes, and also fo sow our
grain snd pasture onr eatile and besddes the Ottawas and
Hurons had not come in from their winter hunt, T was thue
exposed every day to a thoveand insnits. The fowls, pigeons,
and other animals belonging to the French, were killed without
their heing able to eay a word, and, for myself, T weaz in no con-
dition {0 openly declara my intentions
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One of their pariies entered my fort, in order to kill one of
the inhabitants named Lagmenesso [probably La Jennessa],
and & daunghter of Roy, avother inhabitent. I could then no
longer restrain myself, but took arms to prevent their mecom-
plishing their objeet. I compelled them to retire immedi-
ately from the vicinity of the fort, in order not to give them
tinoe 0 strengthen their party, as they expected the Kickapoos,
their allies, that they might together execute their nefarious
projeet; boping to be strong enongh to retire without lose among
the English and Iroquois. They waited but for s favorable
morrent to get five to the fort.

But they were slarmed when they learned that the party of
Maseouting, who had wintered upoun the heads of the St Jo
seph, bad been cut off to the number of fifty men, women and
children by Seguinaw, a war chief of the Ottawas and Potta-
watamies. They immediately determined to set fire to an
Ottawa eabin, which was close by the gate of my fort. I wes
informed of their intention by an Qttagamie Indian, named
Joseph, who Ieng sinee left his people and eame to Tesida
among s It was from him that T Jearned s1? that passed in
the Ottegamie and Mascouting rillage. He had the honor to
be presenmted to you, Sir, last vear at Montrezl. He informed
ma of the intantion to set fire to wy fort, and T immediately
sent an express canoe to the hunting grounds of the CHtawas
and Hurons, to request them to join me a8 soon as possibls, I
sent also another eanoe to the oiker side of the lake, o invite
the Chippeways and Mississaugas to join us,

The ehureh and the house of Mr. Mullet wera ontside of the
four of them into the redoubt, L had just constrmeted. T placed
prevented our allies from arriving, which troubled me much,
as the circwmstanees now pressing, I prevsiled on the faw
Frenchmen, who wers with me, immedietaly to bring the wheat
into the fort. And it was well I did ao; for, two days Iater,
it would have been pillagad. We hed to fire upon the enemy
to secure ify and as it was they stole s considerable portion of it.
Bt the prineipal objeet was, to pull down, ae quick as poasible,
the chureb, the storehouss, and soms other hounses which wers
neer mmy fort, and eo close, that the Tndiams, at any time by
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getting fire to them, might have burnt onur works., And be-
sides, it was important in order to defend onrsclves in cose of
an attack, which very soon took place. It hecomes ns to render
thanke to the Lord for his mercies. We should have been lost
if T had not formed this determination, I pui on the best
countenance I could, encouraging the French, whe were in con-
sternation, believing themselves loat. The spprehension I en-
tertained, that some accident might happen to the French, who
had not yet arrived, and the neesssity of sowing car grain and
pasturing our cattle, prevented me from refusing them permis-
gion to enter the fort to trade, for fear they shonld suspect I
wus aware of their object. The only thing I could do was o
tell ther that I apprehended the Miamis would attack me, be-
cinza I permitted them {o remsin 5o near, and therefore I was
abont to repair my fort. They did not appear to give mnch
cradit to my assertions. Our men were obliged fo draw zome
pests of which the Indiaps had taken possession, in order {o re-
pair the fort as soon a= possible, and T snceeeded perfectly wall
in effecting the repairs with material taken from some of the
houses. They wished to presarve a pigeon honse from which
they might have assailed us, but I deceived them and teok pos-
sesaion of it. I placed it immediately opposite their fort and
pierced it with loop holes. I mounted two swivels upon logs of
wood 10 Berve as canmon, in case of necesaity.

The thirieenth of May, while I was impatiently awaiting the
arrival of my allies, who were the only aid I could expeet, M
De Vincennes atrived from the Mismi eonnfry with seven or
gight Frenchmen., He brought mse no news of the Indiens,
which gave me much trouble, and T did not know on what saint
to call  Put Heaven watched over our pressrvation, and when
T least expented it there enmtersd a Huren, all breathless, who
gaid to me, “My Father, T wish to speak to you in secret I
am gant to you by our peace chiefs.” There were then in their
village but sevan or eight men. It seams thai our deliverance
was miraculons, for all the others arrived two hours after, and
tha Ottawas also. The messenger seid “God has pity oz you-
He has decreed that your enecales and ours ehould perish. I
bring you informatien that four men have just arvived at our
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fort, not daring to enter Fours, on acsount of the Ottagamiss
end Maseontins, whe srround you.  Makisabie, war chisf of
the Potiawatamies, and his brother, Tehamasimon, are st the
herd, and desirg to eouneil with yon.”

I requested Mr. De VWincennes to meet them, and he tecog-
nized st ones the four Indians. He retvrned am hovr sfter fo
rendar me an account of the interview, and told me, on the part
of Makizabie, that six hundred men would soon arrive to aid
me, gad to eat thoss miserakle nztions whe lad troubled all the
country. That it wes necessery to keep myrelf on my guard
againgt the Otitagamies and Mascoutine, whe might learn the
expected arrival of azsistance,

I requested Mr. De Vincennes to return to the Huron fort,
and {0 ascertain from Makisabie if it would not be setisfactory
te his people to content curselves with driving saway the Mas-
coutine end the Ottagamies, and compeiling them to return to
their former villages, whieh, Sir, was your intention. Baut this
could not be done for the Huroms were wmush toe irritated,
This great affair had been too well sonceried dnring the whole
antumn and winter with all the nations. Mr, De Vincennas,
perceiving it would only irritate the Hurons to speak of accom-
modation, dropped the subjest, and the more readily, as they
said these wicked men never kept their words. Nothing else
eould be done, but to be milent, and to put the best face upon
the affair, whils we fought with them against our common éne
mies. The Hurons even reproached us with being tired of Liv-
ing, a5 we knew the bad intentioms of the Ottapamies and Mas-
conting. They seid it was abeolntely necessary to destroy them,
and to extinpuish their fire, and it wes your intention they
ehonld perish. They added that they know your views on this
subject at Montreal.

Mr. De Vinesnnes returned and told me if was wsecless to
epeak of any accommodsation. .And in truth, I well lnaw there
was great denger in having so many nations around us of whose
good intentions we were not certain. I them closed the gates of
the fort and divided my few Frenchmen into four brigedes,
each beving its brigadier. I inspested their arme snd ammu-
nition, and assigned them thelr stations on the bastions. I put
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four of thern into the redoubt, X bad just constructed. T placed
some of them at the two eurtaing, which were most exposed, and
armed them with spears, My two cannon were all ready with
elogs of iron prepsred to load them, which had been mads by
the blaclemith. Onr Rev. Fathar held himgelf ready to give
4 peneral sbeolution in case of necewmsity, and to assiat the
wonnded, if there should be any. He communicated also the
Bacred Host.

Every arrangement being made, and while we were waiting
with impatience, I was informed that there were many people
in sight I immedistely ascended a bastion, and essting my
¢yes toward the woods, I saw the army of the mations of the
south issuing from it.  They were the Tllinois, the Missouris,
the Osagen and other nations yet more remote. There were also
with them, the Ottawa Chief, Baguina, and also the Potawata-
mies, the Speg, and seme Menomernies, Pefroit never eaw auch
a collection of people. It ie surprising how much all thesa
nations are irritated against the Maseoutine znd the Ottapemies.
This army marched in gnod order, with 23 many flags, as thers
wera different nations, and it proceeded directly fo the Fort of
the Hurons. These Indians said to the head chief of the army,
“Y¥on mwust not encamp. Affairs are too pressing. We must
emter imnediately into onr Father's Fort, and fight for him.
Ag he hae always had pity oo us, and = he has loved us, we
onght to die for him. And don’t yon see thet smoke also.
They are these women of your village, Sagyine, who are birn-
ing there, and your wife is among them.” Not ancther word
was necessary. There atose & great ory, and, at the samwe time,
they all began to run, having the Hurons and the Ottawas at
their head. The Ottagamios and the Maseouting raised alse
their war ery, and about forty of them issued from their fort,
all naked, and well armed, Tunning to meet our Indians, and to
brave them in order to make them believe they were not afreid.
They were obliged, however, to retreat immediately, and to re-
turn to their willage. Our Indians requested permission to
enter our fort, which I granted, secing they were much exvited.
T+ was my design they should encamp near the woods, that they
might not be troublesarne to us. Al the Indian chiefs assem-
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bled upon the parade ground of my fort, and spolee o me as fol-
lows: “My Father, I spesk to you on the pars of all the na-
tions, your children, who are before you. What you did last
year in drawing their flesh from the fire, which the Ottegamies
wete about to roast and eat, well merits that ws should bring
you our bodies to makd you the master of them, and to do all
you wish. We do not fear death whenever it is necessary to die
for yow. We bave only to request that you wourld pray the
Father of all Wations to have pity on sur women, and our chil-
dren, in ecase 'we should lose our lives with you. We beg you
to throw g blade of grass npon our bones to proteet them from
tha flies. You see, my father, thet we have abandoned our vil-
lages, our womer snd our children, to hasten a3 acon as possible
o jolm you., We hope that you will have pity en us, and that
yom will give ns something 1o ent, and & little tobaceo 4o smoke,
Wa have come from o distanee, and are destitate of everything:
we hops you will give us powder and balls to fight with yon.
We don't malie a greet speech, We percaive that we fatigue you
and your people by the srdour which yon show for the fight”
T immediately answersd them, and briefir: “T thank yon,
wy chiidren ; the determination you have taken, to offer 4o dia
with s, in very agreeahla to me, 2nd cauaes me much pleasure.
I recopmize vou g8 the tros childrem of tha Governor Gemaral,
and T shall not feil 40 render him an account of all you have
done for me today. You need not doubt, that when any ques-
tion respecting your interest arises, he will regard it favorably,
I receive orders from him every day, to watah continnally for
the preservation of his children, With regard to your necessi-
ties, I dmyw you want everrthing. The fire which has just
taken place, iz unlucky for yon, as well as for me. I will do
all T cen to provide yvou with what you want T beg you to live
in peace, union, and goed intelligence together, as well among
your different naticns as with the French people.  This will be
the best means of enabling us to defeat cur common enemiea
Teke conrage, then; inspect and repair your war clubs, your
bowe and arrows, and sspecially your guns. I shall sapply you
with powder and ball invmediately, and then wll sitack our
enemies. This iy all T heve to say ta you,”
19
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All the Indians uttered a exy of joy and of thanks, and said:
“Our enemies are dead from the present moment. The hesw-
ena begin to grow olear, and the Master of Life has pity on 1s.”
All the ¢ld men made harsngnes through the fort, to enconrage
the warriors, telling tham to listen to my words, and strietly to
obey &ll roy orders. I distributed among thers immediately &
quantity of balls and powder; and then we all raised the war
cry. The very earth irembled. The enemy, who were not
more than & pistol shot distent, raised glso their war ery, ot the
eame time.  The gnos wers immediately discharged on both
gides, and the balls flew like hail.

We had to do as our Indians did, in order to emeonrepe them,
The powder and halla that you had the goodoess to send s, Sir,
the past autwnn, did ot last long, I wag obliged to hawe re-
courss to thres barrels, that Mr. de Lamothe left with = certain
Roy to sell, mot leating me & single grain when he went away,
for the defence of the fort, in case of attack. All mine wes ex-
hausted, as well as a quantity which T had besn obliged to pur-
chasa of some of tha Frenck people.

T held the Otiegamies and the Mascouting in ‘a4 state of siege
during ninetesn days, wearing then out by a eontinnal fire, night
and day. TIn order to avoid onr fives, they wers obliged to dig
holes four or five fest deep in the ground, and to shelter them-
selves there. T had erceted two large seaffolds, twenty foet
high, the better to fire Jnto their villages. They could not go
out for water, and they wers-exhauated by hunger and thirst.
I had from four to five hondred men, who blovkaded their vil-
laga night and day, so that no one could issne to seek ammistance.
All our Tndisns went and hid themselves 2t the edge of the
woods, whenee they continually retnrned with prisoners, whe
came to join their people, not knowing they were besiaged.
Their sport was to ghoot them, or to fira arrows at them and
then born them.

The enemy that T had kept beaieged, thinking to intimidate
me, and-by this means to have the field left open to them, covered
the palisades with scarlet Llenketzs and them halloed to me that
they wished the earth was all covered with blosd; thess rad
blankets were the mark of it; they hoisted twelve ved blankets
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s standards in twelve differsnt places of their nillage. I well
Imew that these signals were English, and that they fought for
them. This indeed they told na, for we could speak from one
fort to the gther. They sald they had no father but the Eng-
lish, and told all the nations our allies, that they would do much
better to quit our side and join theirs.

The great war chief of the Pottawatamies, after having re-
quested my advice and permission, mounted one of my scafolds
and spoka fo our anemies in the name of all our nstions in these
words: “Wicked nations that you are, you hops to frighten us
by all that red color which you exhibit in your village. Learn,
thet #f the earth is covered with blood, 1t will be yours. Youm
gpeak to wa of the English, thay are the eanse of your destrne-
tion boecanse you heve listened to their had souncila. They are
enamies of prayer, and it is for that ressor that the Master of
Life chaatizes them, sa well 2s you, wicked men that you ame;
don’t you know as well ag we do, that the Father of a1l the na-
tions, who is at Montreal, sends continually parties of his young
men apgeivat the Enplish to meka war, and who take so mamy
prisoners, that they do not Jmow what to do with them. The
English, who are cowards, only defsnd themseclves by zecretly
killing men by that wicked atrong drink, which hae cansed a0
many men to di¢ immedistely after drinking it. Thus we shall
see what will happen to you for having listened to theu.

I wes obliged to stop this conversation, perceiving that the
enenny had requeated to speak, merely fo nftract our attention
while thay went for water. I ordered our great five to recom-
mencge, which was s0 violemt, that we killed more than thirty
mex, snd some women, who bed secretly gone ¢ud for water, I
Iost that day twelve men, who ware killed in my fort. The
enemny, in spite of my opposition, had takem possession of
8 house, whers they had erected a scaffold hehind the gable end,
which waa of earth. {ur balla sonld not penetrate this defence,
and thus, every day, meny of our people were killed. This
obliged 1oe to raise upon cne of my seaffolds, the two lavge logs
upen which were mounted cur swivels, I loadsd them with
slogs. and caunsed them to be fired upon the scaffold, which
troubled me so much. They were 20 well aimed, thet at the
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first two discharges, we heard the scaffold fall, and some of the
enemy were killed. They wers so frightened that we heard
them utter eries end frightful groans, and toward evening they
called out to kmew If T would allow them te come and apeak to
me 1 assembled immediately, the Chiefs of all the nations
who were with me, to ascertain their opinion; end we agreed it
was best to listen to them, iv order, by some stratagem, to with-
draw frova them three of our women, whom they bad mads pris-
oners some daye bafore the siege, and one of whom was the wife
of the great war chief Bagvine. I told them, through my in-
terpreter, that they might come in safety, to speak to me, as £
was willing they should have that eatisfaction before dying.

They did not fail the next morning to make me a visit. We
were very much surprised not to see the red flags in their vil-
lage, but only a white flag. Tt wes the great ohief Pemonsss,
who was ef the head of this first embasgy. He came cut of his
villuge with two other Indians, carryiag a white flag in his hand.
I esnt my intsrpreter to meet bin, and conduet him. to me, and
to protect bim from the insulis of some of the young werriors.
He entered my forts I plaesd him in the midst of the parads
ground, and then T sagembled all the ehiefs of the nations who
were with me, to hear our embassador, who spoke in these words
{Presenting a belt of wampum and two slaves):

“My father, X am dsad; I see vary well that the heaven iz
clear end beautiful for you only, and that for me, it is altegether
darl. When I left my village, I hoped that vou would will-
ingly listen to me. I demand of you, my father, by this belf,
which I lay at your fased, that you have pity on your children,
and that you do not refuse them the two daya that thay 23k yan,
in which thers shall be no firing on either aide, that sur old
wen Toay hold a eotnell, to find a means of tuming away your
wreth,

“It is to you that I now spesk, you, other children, listening
to tha adviea of our father; this belt is to pray you to recollect,
that you are our kindred.  If yon shed our blood, meoollect, that
it is also your own: smdesvor then to soften the heert of owr
father, whom we havs sp often offended.  These two slaves are
1o replace, perhaps, & little blood that you may have lost. I do
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not spesk many werds nntil our old men can eouncil together,
if you grant us those two daya, that I have asked of you.”

T anewered him thue: “If your hearts were properly moved,
and if fop truly eonaiderad the Governor at Montresl as your
father, you would have begun by bringing with you the three
women whom vou hold as prisomers; not having done o, I be-
lievs your hearts are yet bad.  If you expeet me to liaten to you,
begin by bringing them here. This is all T have to say.” ATl
the shisfs who were with me, axclaimed with a high voics, “My
father, after what you have just esid, we have nothimg to answer
to this embassader. Jet him cbey you, if he wishes to Live.”
The embassador answered, “I am only a child. T shall return
to my village to render an account of what you have suid, to our
old men.”

Thus finished the conneil. T gave him three or four French-
ngen 1o re-conduet him, assnring him that we would not fire wpon
hie village during the day, on condition, however, that no one
should leave it to seek water; and that if they did eo, the truee
wonld be ai an end, and we shonld fire upon them.

Two houre after, thres chiefs, two of them Mascouting, and
the third an Ottagamia, exme bearing a fag, and bringing with
them the three women. I madf them enter the same plucs,
where the others were stationed, and where sll cur chiefs ware
again assemhled. The thres messenpers spoke as follows:
“My father, here ave these threa pieces of flesh thed you ssk of
ne  We would not ext them, thinking you would esll ua to 2n
asceount for it. Do what you pleass with them. TYou are the
master. Now, we Maseouting and Ottapamiss request, that
¥ou would caunse all the nations, who are with you, te refire, in
order that we may freely seek provisions for cur womsen and
our children. Many die every day of hunger. All oyr village
regret that we have displeased you.  If you are s good a father
a8 all your children, who are arcrund Fou, say you are, you wiil
not rafuse the favor wa ask of you”

As T had now the three women, whom T anrught, I did not
eare any longer to keep fair with them, and I' therefore an-
gwergd, “If wou had ‘eaten my flesh, whick you have now
brought me, you would not have besn living et this moment
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You would have felt such terribla coils, that they would have
sovered you so deep in the ground, thai no one would any longer
speak of you, so true iz it that T love the flesh of the father of
all the nations, Witk regard to the liberty you demand, I leave
to my children to answer you. Therefore I shall say no more”

The head chief of the Tllincis, whose name is Makonandeby,
was appointed by fhe chiefs of the other nationa to speak im
these words:

#My father, we all thank you for your kindness fo0 us; we
thank you for if, end since you give us permissicn to speak, we
ehal} do 30.” ’

And then, addressing the hoetile chiefs, he said: “Now
lister, 16 me yu nations who have fronbled all the earth. We
yerceiva clearly by your words, that yon seel only to surpriee
our fether, and to deceive him agein, in demsndipg that we
ghould retire. 'We gshould no sooner do so0, but you wenld again
torment our father, and you wounid infallibly shed his blood
You are dogs who have alwaya bit him. Y on have naver been
sensibls of all the favors you have recsived from all the French.
Yo have thought, wretches that you are, that we did nof kmow
al} the speeches you bave received from the English, telling you
to cut the throats of our father, and of hiz children, and then o
lead his childrem inta this commiry. Go away, then. For ns,
we will not stir a step from you; we sre determined to die wita
our father; we shonld disehey him ; beesnse we know your bad
heart, and we would not leave him alone with you. We shall
soe from this moment, who will ba master, you or us; you have
now ouly to refire, and as soon a3 you shall re-enfer your fort,
we thall fira wpon you.™

T gent an escort to conduet the embasgadors ta their fort, and
we began to fire again a8 nsusl. We were three or four days
without any intercourse, firing briskly om both sides. The
enemy discharged their arrows eo rapidly that more than three
or four hundred were Aying ot the same thme, and at their ends
were lightad fusea: the object being to burn us, as they had
threstened to do. T found myself vory much embarrassed ; the
arrowe fell wpon all our quarters, which -were covered with
strew, 30 that the fire easily eanghi wany of them, which fright-
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ened the Frenech so much, that they theught averything was loat.
T re-eseured them, telling them that this was nothing, snd that
we must find & remedy as scon as possible. “Come, then,” said
I, “take courage; lot us take off tha thateh from the houses, and
let e cover them with bear-skina and deer-sking; our Indians
will help we.” I then dirested them to bring in two large
wonden, piropnes which T had filled with water and provided
Badronillez [“mops™] at the end of rods, to extinguish the fire,
when it shonld break out any where, and hooks to pull out the
grrows. 'LTherm were four or five Frenchwen, whe were
wounded. Y fell into another embarrassment much preater
than this. My Fndians became disccuraged, and wished to go
away, & part of them saying that they should never econquer
those nations. Thet they knew them well, and that they were
braver than any other people; and besides, T eould ne longer
furnish tham with provisions,

Thig inconstaney ought to teach we how dangerous it is, to
leave a pozt a0 distant as this witheut froops. I then ssw my-
gelf on the point of being shandoned, and left a prey to our
enemica, who would not have pranted usz any quarter, and the
English would have trinmphed.

The French were so {rightened, that they tcld me they saw
clearly, it was necessary we should retire as quickly as poseible,
to Michilimacinae, T said to them, “What are you thinking
of# Is it possible you ean entertain snch eentiments? What!
ahandon a post in such a cowardly meaner? Dismiss such
thoughts, my friends, from your minds; do things appear a0
bad! Youm ought to koew that if you shandon me, the Gover-
nor General would follow yon every where, to punish you for
your cowardiee. Whst the Indians have just gaid enght not to
frighten you. I am going to epeak to all the chiefe in private,
sand, ingpire them with new coursge. Therefore change your
views, and let me zef, and you will see that averything will go
well.” They snawered me, that they did pot think of retiring
without my eonsent, nor without me at their head; believing
thet we could not hold the plaes, if our Indians should aban-
don us. They begged me to pardon them, and asmured me they
would do all T wishad. And truly, I was afterward very well
contented with them. They did their duty like hrave peopla
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I was four deys and four nights, without taking any repose,
and withont eating or drinking, striving ell the time to seenre
to my interest ell the young wer chiefs, in order to keep the
warriors firm, and to encourege them, so that they would not
gnit va, mntil our enemies were defeated, To succeed in this
object, T stripped myself of all T had, making presents o one
and another. You kmow, Sir, that with the Indians one must
not be mean, T flatber myaslf that you will bave the goodness
to approve all these expenditures, whisk for me are immenss,
and for the King, of no consequence ; for otherwize, I should be
very much to be pitied, having a large family which occasiona
me great expense at Quebec.

Heving gained a)l the Indians in private, I held a peneral
conneil, to whirh T ealled alt the naffons, and eaid to them:
“What, my childven ! when yem are just on the point of destroy-
ing these wicked netions, do you think of retreating shamefnlly,
after having so well begun? Could you lift uwp your heads
again? TYou would be overwhelmed with confusion, All tha
other netions would say, are these the hrave warriors, who fad
&0 ignominionaly, after having shandoned the Fremch? Be not
troubled, take eourage, we will endeavor yet to find a few provi-
pioge, The Hurons and the Ottowas, your brothers, offer you
some, J will do all I can o comfort you and to aid you. Den’t
you ace that our enemies can hardly presorve their poeitiont
Hunger and thirst overpower them. We shall quickly render
ourselves masters of their bodies. "'Will it not be very plessant,
efter such a result, when you visit Montreal to receiva there the
thankg and the friendship of the father f all nations, whe will
thank you for baving risked your lives with me? For you
cannot doubt, that in the weport I shall make to him, I shail
render justice to each of you, for all you will have done. You
must aleo ba aware, that to defeat these two nations, ig to give
that life and peace to your women and children, which they
heve not et enjoyed.”

The young war.chiafs, whom T had gained, did not give me
time to finish, but said to me, “My father, allow ws to intermpt
¥ou; we heliave there is some liax, who has told you falsekoods.
We assare yon, that we all love you too moueh, to abandon you,
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and we are not such cowards as Is reported. We are resolved,
even if we are much more pressed with hunger, not to quit you,
till your enemies ave utterly destroved.” ATl the old men ap-
proved of these sentiments, and ssid, “Come on, come on, lot
us hesten to arm ourselves, and prove that thoss are liam, who
have reported evil of 1us to onr father,” They then raised &
great cry, and sung the war song, and danced the war dance,
and a large party went to fight.

Every day some Sace, who had Tived some fime with the Otta-
ganyiea, left their fort snd came t0 join their people who were
with e, whe received them with much pleasnre. They made
knowm fo us the condition of our enemnies, assuring ue that they
were reduged to the Iast extremity; that from sizty to eighty
women snd children had died from hunger and thiret, and that
their bodies, and the bodies of thoss whe were killed svery day,
cansed an infection in their camp, as they oould not inter their
dead, in consequence of the heavy fire that we continually
kept p.

Under these cireumstanees, they demanded permission 1o
epeak to us, which was granted. Their messengers were their
two great chiafe, one of paaes, the cther of war; the first named
Allamima, and the other Pemonsza. With them, wers twe
greai Mascoutin chiefs, cne Euit, and the other Onahimani-
tan. Pemoussa was at the head of the three others, having a
arown of wampum upon his head and many belis of warnpum
on his body, and hung over his shoulders. He was paintad
with green earth, and supported by seven female slaves, who
were also peinted and covered with wampum, The thres other
chiefs had each a chichory? in their hands. All of them
marched in order, singing and shouting with all their might
o the song of the Chichories, ealling all the devils to their as-
pistance, and to have pity on them. They had even figures of
little devils hanging on their girdles. They enterad my fort
in this manner, when, being placed iz the midet of the nations
var allies, they spoke as follows:

1FErldent]ly a mizprint for “chieshikend,”” an Algonkin term adapted by
the French of (anada and the Wast, which was glven to the small drom
uged by the Indian medicine-men. Among meny of tha tribes, & chief
¥as alse often 2 medlcine men or goothaayer.—Hn.
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“My fathsr, I speak to you, and to ell the nations who are
before you. I come to you to demand life. It is mo longer
ours. You are the master of it. ATl the nations have aban-
doned ue. I bring you my flesh in the seven slaves, whom I
put at your fest.  But do not believe T am afraid to die. Tt is
the life of our women, snd our children, thet I ask of you. T
beg you to allow the sun to shine, let the sky be elear, thet we
can see the day, and that hereafter, our affgire may be prosper-
ous. Hers aro six belts, that we give you, which bind us to
you like your true slaves. Tntia them, we beg you, fo sghow
that you give us Life. Recolleci, ye nations, that you are ou®
great naphews; tell us something, T pray you, whish can give
plessnre on our return to our village.”

I Jeft it to our Todians to answer these ambassadors, They
wers, however, s mnch snraged against them, that they wounld
not give them any answer. Eipht or ten: of them ssked permis-
gion to spesk to me in private. “My father, we come to ask
liberty of you to break the heads of those four grest chiefs.
Thay are the men who prevent our enemies from surrendering
at diseretion. When these ehall be no longer at their head, thay
will find themselves much embarrassed, and will surrender.”

T told them they must be drunk o meke me such a proposi-
tion. “Recollect, that they came here npon my word, and you
kave given me yours. We muat act with good f=ith, and if
snch a thing were done, how could you trust one snotheri Be-
gides if I sequiesced in this proposition, the Governor General
would never pardon me. Dismise it, therefore, from your
thonghtsa. They muat retnrn pesceably. Yon ace elearly that
they cannot aveid us, gines you resclved not to give them quar-
ter.” They confessed I was right, and that they were foolish.
We dismissed the embassadors in all safety, without, howaver,
giving them any further answer. These poor wretches well
kuew there was no longer eny hope for them.

T confess, Sir, that I was toncbed with compassion, at their
migfortunes; but a8 wer and pity de not well agree together,
gnd pa,rncularlg, aa I understood thet they were paid by the
English for our destruction, I shandoned them to their unfor-
tunate fate; indeed, T hastened to have this tragedy finished,
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in order that the example might strike terror to the English,
snd to thamselves.d

The great fire recommenced, more and more viclently; the
enemy, being in despair, beaten in their village and out of it;
sod when they wished to go for water or to gather a few herbs,
to appease their hunger, had no other resource but an obscurs
night with rain, in order to effect their eseaps. They swaited
it with much impatience, and It cama on the nineteenth day of
the siege. They did not fail to make use of it, decamping
sbont midnight, and wa did not know thelr escape until day-
light. I encoursged our people, and they pursued them very
vigorously. Mr. De Vinconnes joined in the puranit, with some
Frenchman, and thiz gave much plessure to the Indians,

The chemy, not doubting but that they would be pursued,
stopped a6 the Presq’ isle, which is opposite Hog island, near
lake Si Clair, four leagues frome the fort.

Our people, not perceiving their entrenchment, pushed into
it, and loat there twenty men, killed and womnded. It was
necessary o form s seecnd slege, and also an encampment,
The camp waa regularly laid out; there wers a hundred ecanoes
evary day, ee well Ottawns, Hurens, and Chippeways, as Mis-
Bissaviguas 1o carry provisions there.  The chiefs sent to me for
two cannon and all the saxes and matiooks that T hed, to ent
timber, and to plece it so as to approsch the hostils entrench-
ment; together with powder and ball. As for the Indian eorn,
tobacen, and seasoming, they were supplied as usnal, without
counting all the ketiles of the French, which are now loat, and
that I bad to pay for.

1w véagard to this sffair, Hebberd clalma {Wia wnder Presch Dont.,
pp. £1=-34) that the Fremch, wishing to Eet rid of the Foxes, “sntieed
them te Detrglt {o ordsr that they might be alaughiersd.” Parkman
Baya: - “It 1= by Do meanx certsdn (hat they come with deliberite hos-
tile intent. Had this hean the case they wopld not bats hrought thelr
woment and children” (Half Cenlpry of Congic?, I, pp. 268237y, Tt
is probsble that lnteririkal jeslousles and hatreds are a suffecisnt ex-
planativn af the cruel overthrow of the Foxes—En.

aFormar gays (Fist Detreif, p %21} that the place here mentoned
was GQrimae Points & haadland sitnatad abont five miles sbove Detroit,
Bt the entrance to Laka St Clalr~—Hp,
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The enemy held their position for four days, fighting with
much eourage; and finally, not being able to do anything mors,
serrendered at diseretion to our people, who gave them no quar-
ter. Al were Killed sxcept the women and children, whose
lives were spaved, and one hundred men, who had been tied, but
esenped,

Al our aliies returnad to my fort with their slaves, having
evoided it before as they thoughv it was Infectlve. Their
amusement was to shoot four or fiva of them every day. ‘The
Darons did pot spare a singles one of thers.

In this manner came to an end, Sir, these two wicked nations,
who 20 badly affiicted and troubled all the country. Our Rew.
Father chanuted a prand mass 1o render tharks to God for hav-
Tog preserved us from the enemy.

The Ottagamies and Maseoutins had constructed a very good
fort, which, as 1 said, was within pisto} shot of ming. Our
people did not dare to undertake to etorm it, notwithetanding
all T vonld say. The works were defended by three hundred
men, and gur loss would have been groat, had we assaulted it;
but the siege would aot have been =o long, Our Indians lost
wixty men ldlled and wounded, thirty of whom wers killad in
the fort; and a Frenohman nesmed Germsin, and five or six
others, were wonnded with arvtows.  The enemy losi 2 thonaand
goule, men, women, and ehildren.

I ought not to forget, 8ir, to state, that there were about
twenty-five Troquois, who had joined themselves to the Emrons
of the Fond du Lae® in thie war. These two nations distin-
guished themselves above all the athers, and therefore their loss
hes been proportionably sreater.  They recsived the thanks of
&l the Indiane, and more particulerly of the Potawetamice, to
whom they made satisfaction for an old guarrel, by presents of
elaves and pipes. I brought abont this secommodation. I
dare venture to asgure you, Sir, that the general Assembly of
&ll the nations hag put them at peace with one smother, and Te-
newed their ancient alliance. They calenlate uvpsn receiving
many presents, which they say, Sir, you promised them,

iFend du Lae {“end, or foot, of the lake' "}; an alluslon to the former

lovation of the Hurons, probably at either Sanlt Ste, Marls or Michill-
mwarkibae—REmn
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I bave defermived with the ecusent of his nation, to send you,
the grand chief of the Illinois of Rook willage! His name is
Chachagomache. Mo is & good man, and has much anthority;
gnd 1 trust, Sir, that vou will induce him to meake peace with
the Miamis.

The affair is of very greaf comsequence, the Miamis having
sent me word, that they should abandon their village and build
gnother on the Oyow, in the fond of Lake Erie®* It i3 pre-
cisaly where the English are sbout to erect a fort, ascording to
the balte they huve sent to the different netions. They alss
gaid, thet they wonld be contented, if you sent them, Sir, a gew
rison and 8 Rev. Father, a Jomnit; and some presents, that they
say Fou promised them.

Milissbie, the Potawatamie chief, has mmch inflnence over
the mind of thiz IMincis chisf. He goes with him. Joseph,
who secompenies them, deserves your kindness. T have had
muck trovble to save his life. 1 venture, Sir, to reguest, that
7ou would take care that the Indians who are with Mr De
Vincenves, return econtsnted; their visit seqpres thiz peat
Heguine hes eomplained fo me thai Mr, Dedlietles® would aot
wait for him last spring, helieving it was throngh contempt.

Poor Otchipoune died this winter. Tt is a preat loss fo ua,
for he had mnoch firmness, and was well disposed toward the
French. We have another diffenit effals, which threstsns &o
give us uch trouble. The Eiekepoos, who live st the mouth
of the Manmee River, are ebount to maks war wpon us, now that
onr allies have left us; about thirty Muscontins have joined
them. A canoe of Kickapoos, whe came here to spesk o the
three villages, hes been defeated hy the Hurons and Otbtawas.

1Reference {8 here made to the Illinols village locatsd near La
Halle's fort (3t Louis on “Sterved Rock;™ gee b, 100, onle, nofe).—Hp.

1 Thara must be at this polnt seme arvor or omiasion fa the tranecrip-
tion of the criginsl decument, Allosicn is epparently made to the place
where the Miamis Jabar formned 3 s9ttletnemt, o the band of the Maumas
¥ivar whore new gtands the city of Fort Wayne, Ind.; not far from
that plece was a porfage by which ensy eommunication could e hed
with the Chio river {tha name of which was sarly spallat On).—En,

44 palativa of Hanry da Tonty, and long promingnt o milsary and
Indlan sifaire in the West—KED,
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Among them was a principal chisf, whose head was hronght to
me, with the heads of three others. This was done out of re-
sentment, heeanse the last winter they had taken prisoners some
of the Hurons and the Iroquois; besides, they considered him
e true Oftagamie, I believe thet if Mr. De Vincennes had not
been at the month of the Mammer at the time, the Kickapoos
would have killed the two Hurons and the Iroguoiz. There
was every probability of it.  Those same Indians took prisoner
alzo, Langlois, who was on his retorn from the Miami country,
and who had many latters from the Rav. Fathers, the Jeanita of
the Tilinois villages, All these leiters have been destroyed,
which circumatancs has given me much uneaioess, a8 I am
sure, Sir, there were some for yon from Londsiana, They dis-
missed him, sfter robbing him of his peltry, charging him to
reburn and tel] them the news; but he had no more desire to do
that, than I had to permit him. However, the Oiawas might
safely send there, becanse the Kiekapoos have among them one
of their women, with her children. I will endeaver fo prevail
upen the Ottawas and the Hurons to accommodate their diffi-
enlties with the Kickepoos, in order that onr repoze mey mot be
trovbled here,

The different nations bave retwrned peacesbly, with all their
slaves. Saguina has abandoned hie villags, and gone to Michili-
maeinae. The Potawatamies abandoned also theirs, and will
either come here or go to the Mlinois. TMore than half of the
(Hiswas, of this place, will repsir to Michilimacines. The
Chippeways and Mississigmas will po to Topicsnich. They
hava not at all been disposed to make any satisfaction ta the
Miamie, for the murder of the last year, with My. Da Tonty.
The Miamis are wery urgent upon this eubject. 1 spere ao
troulble t0 induce them to be patient, and also to peranads them,
that I am lahoring carmestly for their interest.

I bave the honor to inform you, Sir, that T accomplished &
meamre the lest year that Mr, De Lamothe never could effect,
during all the time he waz hera; which was to compel the Otta-
was to make g eolid peace with the Miamia, and to angege them
to visit the latter, which, till now, they never would do. T sue-
ceeded very bappily in the object, the Miamis having received
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them wery kindly, snd a durable alilance has been the conse-
quenca. '

I flatter, myself, Sir, 1t will be agreeable to Fou to be In-
formed, that Mr. De Vincennes has faithfully performed his
duty, and that he has labored nssiduonsly here, az well as om
his voyage to the Miamis end Ouyatonoms the last winter. If
I am so happy, Sir, as fo receive your approbation of my con-
duet, I shall he fully sompensated for all my tronble, and ghall
gxperienca no mora dejestion. My success hes been mmch ave-
ing to the great influence I have over the nations; Mr. De Vin-
esnnes is the witness of this. I do not say this either to gratify
my veDity, or to cleim any eredit, for truly T am very tired of
Detyoit. ‘You can easily judge, Sir, in what a condition my af-
fairs must be, in eonsequenca of having no preseats belonging to
the king in my hands. However, 1 venture te trust to your
goodness, snd hopa that you will not suffer 5 [poor] devil to be
reduced to beggary.

I have the honor to be, with profound vespect, Bir, your very
humble, and «bedient servent,

(Sipned) Doeuisson.
At FonrT oo DFraort. PONTOHARTRAIN, June 16, 1TI.

[This lettsar wae sddressad to The Marguis de Vandrenll, Governor-
Gangral of New Franoa]

Statement of expenditures, made by Mr. Dubuisson, for the
service of the king, to gain an influence over the nations and to
gecure them in his interest, in order to sustain the poet of the
Fort de Pontshartrain, of Detroit, against the (Htegamies and
Mazcouting, who had been peid by the English to destroy it—
to wit: :

4 barrels of powder of 5O Iba. each, to distribute to

the Indians, for the defence of Fort . Pontehar-
train, and to atteck that of the Otfagamies and
Masoontins; the powder having been purchssed
of the voyagenrs, at 4 livres pr lb. making the Weree
BHIL Of «oovvrarnnbanaraanasaanaraasnnan 300
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TEres.
300 1lhas balls for the same object, at S0 sola the Ib. . ... 450
60 bags of Tndian Corn, at § livres the beg, for the sub-
gistence of the Indiams. ..........oocuiatt. 430
300 flints at 7 sols pr hondred........... S 23
5 puns fo give to five chiefs, in order to attach them
to the intereste of Mr. Dubuisson, estimated st
D livez eanh .o h i i in s e m e ba e 150
& blankets, to bury csrtain principal Indians, killed
in the sarvica, estimated at 30 livres each. .. ... 240
& pr of leggins for the same objeet, at T livres 10 sola
T &0
£ shirts for the same objest, at 10 livres anck. .. .... 80
100 lbs tohaseo to be ready to be given to the Indians at
all times, at 4 lvresthalln ...oouviaviinaas, 400

100 butchar-knives, io use as bayvonets, for the Indiang 100
3 lbs vermillion fo peaint the Warriors, at 40 livres
the Ib, ......... f i eaaaaereantearanesans 129

3,901

I cartify, that I furnished, for the serviee of the king, for the
defence of Fort de Pontehartrein, the articles mentionsd in the
above sietement

Done st Quebes, Oct. 14, 1712,
{Signed} Dvevmson.

1712: INDIAW AFFATHS TN THE LAKE RECION.

[Bxtrect from & letter of Feiber Merest to Goveroor Je Veudrenfl;
dated Jume 21, 1712, From Sheldoo's Borly Higf Mishigen, pp, 200-
205.)

Mo doubt you have already learned the news of the recent at
tack on Datroit, by the Sass, Foxes, and Massoutine, by & canoe
sent from that place. The Rev. Father Recollet of Datroit in-
forma me that ahout eight hundred men, women, and children
of the ¥ozes and Maseontine have been destroyed: yet, in this
large number, T presume ha doss not teckon forty warriors,



