e T
B =g

THE GAYLORD

NELSON NEWSLETTER

Washinglon, D,

May 1970

Earth Day - 1970

Mass Movement Begins

In Hew York City, thousands of
persoee throngedin the warm Spring
gangbioe, and the world-farmouna
Fifth Avenue belonged to the poopla.

For 2 few hourg, e emell portion
of the great city bamped molor
vehicler, and pecple promicuadad on
a proud bouleverd ngually conpasted
with boses, tarxies and cars. N wms
April I2--Eexth Day in New York--
and It wae g holidey. Aaselatant
Chiaf Inspactar Arthur Morgan, who
waa in charge of the pollem on the
§cena, shasrvad:

"Evaryone's Beautiful“

"Evaryona's baantifol. Just leck
at them, Wa're actaally snjoyimg
-it. n

InMeadiecn, Wis., Earth Day was
obawrved at anorise over Lake
Meopdnta with a3 Sangkrit invocoation
arnd a reading of the last chapter of
the Book of Ganeais with an apology
to Goad wian'y essaults oam the

for

‘broad new Clyvic

landecepe.

ExcrthDay ohaervers in Milwaukes
aomivated the toad, the praying
mantis and the ladybug as substltutes
for DDT. .

Thousands Marched

In CGreenshore, M. C., in Atlanta,
Ga. , apd in Miami, Fla.,. thousands
miarchad in dempnstrationas far a
cletn enviromnent. Tha Govermor
of Malne called for the Earth Day
commitmant to be “a truly lasting
gue,'" and ths mighty Chicage
Tribune abaerved lnccadulonaly chat,
after demonstretions on the city’a
Canter Plata,
"therse was mno post-rally litter
romainlng t¢ be cleansd up. "

A new movement had bagun, and
unecotinted millions- —gtudante, labor-
ers, farmcis, housawives, pollbl-
¢ilang, profeszional people, liberzls
2nd congervitlvea--who might have

Melson npeaks et a multl-nolvargity tezch-1n on the eve of Tarth Day
at Milwaulkea Ates Technicpl Collage.

found it diffleult ta find common
agreamant on any other stbject, were
gathering togethar in a massive

_ efducational effort to alk.about sur-
" wival and the quallty of aurvival in a

world they a1l shere.

In the little more than seven mmontha
aftar San. Gaylostd Melaon suggested
the idea of netlonal teach-fon to dis-
cuax the crisin of the sovironmoent,
the movement graw capldly through
March and April. On Eavth Day, it
was eatimated that 2,000 college
carnpuses, Z, 190 community groups=
and [0, 000 elernentaryand secondary
schools were holdlapg avents.

In asrna placex it wam ap the post
exclapimad while sméching a raliy of
306,000 in Philadelphin's Falrmoount
Park, an Meducatiomal picwic;! in
otheraltwas the sarlous buainess of
governrniant,

Special Legislaetion

During Apeil, the atate logislatura
of Mawmanchusetts and the House of
Feprasentatives ln Peondvivania get
aside Hme for importast addresses
onthe envirparnent agd the inkroduc-
fionand passage of legialation aimed
atprotecting, prederviogand restor-
ing tha amvironmant.

Stlentints, acologiets, environ-
mentalists, educators and pulitical
leaders warned darkly before mass-
ive gatherings amd small mestinga
that tlme waer running out for the
world and that a1l men bed 2 respon-
gitility to thermeslves and o leave a
lagacy of life for their children,

300 invitations

Senatsr MNelson, who received
oozrly 500 invitatlons to speak et
Earthk Day cboervances, described
the natonal teach-ins ag "dramatic
and puccesgiul' in Weir sducational
vRlus, but warned that Barth Day
mugt bmcome the beginnimg of
"hard-fought politlcal movernent at
all levels of government to insure
that the apirit of the day is carried
forth ipto actions to eave, pragerve
atd regtore the enviromment for all
living things."

The fatmar Wlreconain goveraoor's
18-gtep apaaking tour took him from
craat to coagt during April. He
apokain 10 states and the District of
Columbia.



As | See It

Question Of Man’s Survival Raised

By Gaylord

EatrthDay, an owtpouring of concarn for what wa
are doing to the world in which wa live, matka the
beginning of 2 cotmmnitromnt {0 the guestion of man'e
survival oo the onlyknews planet capable of aupport-
Ing 11fe it the hoatile, dead woid of spaca.

Bul the guestion of mere sarvival g not snowgh.
Haw ynan surviveg ie the cridcel guestion. That
Yuestion ie the tontarn of the sclence of acology,
amastive science concerned with all the rarnifica-
tiong of all the relstonghips of gll Living creatures
to sxck othar and their enviyonmaent.

Wide Concern

It is ¢oncetned with oot just how we digpose o
Hpn cang, botiles and pewage. It 18 concerned with
thehabitatef marine creatures, animals, birde and
wan. The goal is oot juet an environment 4f clean
air, nater and scenic beaoty, while forgetting about
the Appalachians and the city ghetioes where trapped
people Bve in Amnmrica's worst snvircmnent,

The geal themillions of Ammericans were diacuge-
ing during Farth Dav, Exzrth Week, Earth Moenth,
wan ar environment of decency, gqualify and mutosl
respact for &11 living creaatures--without bunger,
without poverty and without warx,

A Decent Enviranment

There should be no illuaione about how difficult
and how expanglve 1t wlll be to restore and preserve
the envlronment. Butwhile the qneatfor z quality of
life for allmen in their physical, social, ecopemic,
and political enyironments wiil open the way to the
teughest challenym mat has ever frced, the task is
not fmposaible.

Tha quosstion is: Are we willing to make tho

Nelson

commitmant. ethically, floaprially and pelitically,
that i necessary? The apirit of Earth Tay seema
to indiczte that we ere.

Just in terma of resources alone; the challenge
cf paving the po¥irémment can oply be succesafnl if
wemaks a nat{onal commitment to a decent antriton-
ment in ita broadest aspecty, It ynuest be ap blg as
the cotrinltment wamadain the explorstion of space
and {n the hullding of thea most maasive weapops
Avetern the world hes evar §een,

Croutive Society

Welive in a craatlve society, capable of sending
men to thg meon, bulldlng complex computsrs that
de our thinking for us and mamdacioring producta
with 3 guccaen geaver achieved in history.

But, unifcrtonstely, we have nged our creativicy
Improparly. We have wasted apd damaged our ra-
apources, dirscted oul' Inone¥Y and snelfles Lo war
and escapistirips inkc epace, We must pow be pra-
Pataed {o deal with matters immportant to the human
anterprise.

Organized Effory

In gpite of all that, Earth Day showed that tha
People 1o thiz country are prepared to organles
effective,; pon-partiran epvirommental polMbcel
orgarizations across the land from the local lewal
to the atate and to tha matlonal leral

The saviremnental eciivigts zoay be surerised =t
the kind of regponec thay tan pet in & repressmtative
dernogrecy. Theyhave the power torneke candldates
and offlciels respomd to thelr demands. Then the
treal beginwdng, syrmbolized by the spirit of Earth
Day, will bave marked a hegloning <f a quast for a
quality of Hic.

Editorials Review Earth Day Activities

In Des haines, Towa, the Repister
lookad at Karth Day and chaerved:

" .. Granted that 1deas and in=Fba-
tlons long established are wot eagily
changed; yet today s the firet day of
the rest of our life on thiz placat. We
will begin anew. !

All gcross the pation--ftom the
daep South to the far Merth, o the
West Coastandup end down the East-
trn sepboard to the Midwegt--tha
meadla covered Earth Day. It was
front pege news and prime thne oo
radle amd televisism. Wicgt of the
networks teok edvaniage of the Earth
" Wesk “obrérvailons 5 run polliaticn
épecials, and newspapers aditorial-
iced their aupport and called for the
anvirournsantal concern to contlous.

Finire Resources

The Swn Jome, Callf., Marcory
waTned thet aar‘th's ragourcad are
fipite. "'Whanthey are finally deplet-
ed, they cannct be ragemerated, ...
To be gware of the warth, its re-
agurces and man'e relstion to them
is, or shoold be, the oue that engages
tha interegt and the activity of every-
one, fot juet the profassional envl-
ronmentyliaty, They cazx't do it
alone; the job ia slmply too bhig, "

The Stevens Point Daily Journal
adviged that" what wa naed to do ig o
repvlve to understand all wa can
about the probleme of pollution and
to do whatevey we readonably can to
help to aliminate it "

The Dallas Morning News adiriaed
that ". .. good motives won't accom-
Plish rmuch uniese they are accom-
panpled by effectlve methods,

Tha Cepital Timea in Madlesn
ggid Eaxth Day was cresting a sange
of argency and called for the need

for dollare, "billicos of dellpgrs--
dollars thet are naw geing dewn the
draia I the wer in Vietmam and up
to the moon, We can't aave our
enrth at hargain rates. !

The reactionof tha capraful Chriz-
Haz OScience Moaitot was that
', .. pollutionis the biggest materlal
challenge confronting  mankind
today. We are beginning to Iearn
its massive dkoensiops, its costs,
its nepancy. On with the learning --
and the remedying! "

af T:15. Milwaukese at 0.

waek, Be hen mean it

Missile Gone Berserk?

Tueaday: Atlentic City 2t 9 a. 1. Boatem at 2:15 p.m, Madlion

Wednssday: Blopmington at 9130 a.m. Denver &t 2. Berkelay at
#:15. Om to Los Angeles. BEack to Washington.

A misaila porie bersark? No, it'a por Sen. Nelson, crlascrosasing
the country 28 he svsagalizes for the savironment, "Wa fonl we'ts
misslon contrel, ™ saye his secretury.

If acyone knows shout wideapresd pollutlon, Nelgon vhonld. This
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