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Earth Day - 1 97 

In New York City, thousands of 
persons thronged in the warm Spring 
sunshine, and the world-famous 
Fifth. Avenue belonged to the people. 

F o r a few hou r s , a small portion 
of the g r e a t city banned motor 
vehic les , and people promenaded on 
a proud boulevard usually congested 
with buses , tax ies and ca r s . It was 
A p r i l 2 2 - - E a r t h Day in New York- -
and it was a holiday. Ass i s tan t 
Chief Inspector Ar thu r Morgan, who 
was in c h a r g e of the police on the 
s c e n e , obse rved : 

"Everyone's Beoyf i fy i ' ' 

" E v e r y o n e ' s beautiful. Jus t look 
a t t hem. W e ' r e actually enjoying 
i t . " 

I n M a d i s o n , Wis . , E a r t h Day was 
o b s e r v e d a t s u n r i s e over Lake 
Mendo ta with a Sanskr i t invocation 
and a read ing of the las t chapter of 
the Book of Genes is with an apology 
to God for m a n ' s assaul t s on the 

landscape. 
E a r t h Day obse rve r s inMilwaukee 

nominated the toad, the praying 
raant is and the ladybug as subst i tutes 
for DDT. 

Thoysonds Morched 

In Greensboro , N. C . , in Atlanta, 
Ga . , and in Miami, F l a . , thousands 
m a r c h e d in denaonstrations for a 
c lean environment. The Governor 
of Maine called for the E a r t h Day 
commitment to be "a t ru ly last ing 
one , " and the mighty Chicago 
Tribune observed incredulously that, 
after demonstrat ions on the c i ty 's 
broad new Civic Center P l aza , 
" there was no pos t - r a l l y l i t te r 
remaining to be cleaned up. " 

A new movement had begun, and 
uncounted mi l l ions - - s tuden t s , labor­
e r s , f a r m e r s , housewives, poli t i ­
c ians , professional people, l ibera l s 
and conserva t ives- -who might have 
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N e l a o n s p e a k s at a m.ulti-university t each- in on the eve of E a r t h Day 
a t M i l w a u k e e A r e a Technical College. 

found it difficult to find common 
agreement on any other subject, were 
gathering together in a m a s s i v e 
educational effort to talkvabout s u r ­
vival and the quality of survival in a 
world they al l sha re . 

In the li t t le mior e than sevenmonths 
after Sen. Gaylord Nelson suggested 
the idea of national teach- ins to d i s ­
cuss the c r i s i s of the environment , 
the movement grew rapidly through 
March and Apri l . On Ear th Day, i t 
was est imated that 2,000 college 
campuses , 2,000 community groups 
and 10, 000 elementary and secondary 
schools were holding events . 

In some places it was as the poet 
exclaimed while watching a ra l ly of 
30,000 in Philadelphia 's Fa i r raount 
P a r k , an "educational p icnic ;" in 
o thers i twas the ser ious bus iness of 
government. 

Speciol Legisiotion 

During Apri l , the state legislatxire 
of Massachuset ts and the House of 
Representa t ives in Pennsylvania se t 
as ide t ime for important a d d r e s s e s 
on the environment and the in t roduc-
t ionandpassage of legislat ion a imed 
a tpro tec t ing , preserv ing and r e s t o r ­
ing the environment. 

Scient is ts , ecologists , environ-
raen ta l i s t s , educators and poli t ical 
l eade r s warned darkly before m a s s ­
ive gatherings and smal l meet ings 
that t ime was running out for the 
world and that all men had a respon­
sibili ty to thenas elves and to leave a 
legacy of life for their children. 

500 i n v i t o f i o n s 

Senator Nelson, who rece ived 
near ly 500 invitations to speak at 
E a r t h Day observances , desc r ibed 
the national teach-ins as "d r ama t i c 
and successful" in their educational 
value, but warned that Ea r th Day 
m u s t become the beginning of a 
"hard- fought political movement at 
a l l levels of government to insure 
that the sp i r i t of the day is c a r r i e d 
forth into actions to save, p r e s e r v e 
and r e s t o r e the environment for a l l 
living th ings ." 

The former Wisconsin governor ' s 
18-stop speaking tour took him from 
coast to coast during Apri l , He 
spoke in 10 states and the Dis t r ic t of 
Columbia. 



As I See It 

Question Of Man's Survival Raised 
By G o y i o r d Ne l son 

Ear th Day, an outpouring of concern for what we 
a r e doing to the world in which we live, m a r k s the 
beginning of a commitment to the question of man ' s 
survival on the only known planet capable of suppor t ­
ing life in the host i le , dead void of space . 

But the question of m e r e survival is not enough. 
How man survives is the c r i t i ca l question. That 
question is the concern of the science of ecology, 
a m a s s i v e sc ience concerned with al l the ramif ica­
tions of all the relat ionships of a l l living c rea tu re s 
to each other and their environment. 

Wide Concern 
It is concerned with not jus t how we dispose of 

tin cans, bottles and sewage. It is concerned with 
the habitat of m a r i n e c r e a t u r e s , an imals , b i rds and 
man. The goal is not just a n environment of clean 
a i r , water and scenic beauty, while forgett ing about 
the Appalachians and the city ghettoes where t rapped 
people live in Amer i ca ' s wors t environment. 

The goal the mill ions of Amer icans were d i s c u s s ­
ing during Ea r th Day, E a r t h Week, E a r t h Month, 
was an environment of decency, quality and mutua l 
respect for a l l living c rea tu res - -wi thou t hunger , 
without poverty and without war . 

A Decent I n v l r o n m e n t 

There should be no illusions about how difficult 
and how expensive it will be to r e s t o r e and p r e s e r v e 
the environment. But while the quest for a quality of 
l i f e fo r a l imen in their physical , social , economic, 
and political enyironments will open the way to the 
toughest challenge man has esver faced, the task is 
not impossible. 

The question i s : Are we willing to m a k e the 

commi tment , ethically, financially and politically, 
that is necessa ry? The spir i t of Ear th Day seems 
to indicate that we a r e . 

J u s t in t e rms of resources alone, the challenge 
of saving the environm.ent can only be successful if 
we m a k e a national commitment to a decent environ­
m e n t in i ts broadest a spec t s . It mus t be as big as 
the commi tmen t we made in the exploration of space 
and in the building of the mos t mass ive weapons 
s y s t e m the world has ever seen. 

Creof lve Society 
We l ive in a creat ive society, capable of sending 

m e n to the moon, building complex computers that 
do our thinking for us and manufacturing products 
with a s u c c e s s never achieved in his tory . 

But, unfortunately, we have used our creativity 
i m p r o p e r l y . We have wasted and damaged our r e ­
s o u r c e s , d i rected our money and energies to war 
and e s c a p i s t tr ips into space. We m u s t now be p r e ­
p a r e d to deal with ma t t e r s important to the human 
e n t e r p r i s e . 

Organized i f f o r f 
In sp i te of all that . Ear th Day showed that the 

people in this country a r e p repa red to organize 
effective, non-par t i san environmental political 
o rganiza t ions ac ross the land from the local level 
to the s t a t e and to the national level. 

The environmental act ivists m a y be surpr ised at 
t hek indof response they can get in a representat ive 
democracy . They have the power to make candidates 
and officials respond to their demands. Then the 
r e a l beginning, symbolized by the spi r i t of Ear th 
Day, will have marked a beginning of a quest for a 
quality of life. 

Editorials Review Earth Day Activities 
InDes Moines, Iowa, the Regis te r 

looked at Ea r th Day and observed: 
". . . Granted that ideas and inst i tu­

tions long established a r e not easi ly 
changed; yet today is the f i r s t day of 
t he r e s to f our life on this planet . We 
will begin anew. " 

All ac ross the nat ion--from the 
deep South to the far North, to the 
West Coast and up and down the E a s t ­
e rn seaboard to the Midwes t - - the 
ixiedia covered E a r t h Day. It was 
front page news and p r ime t ime on 
radio and television. Most of the 
networks took advantage of the E a r t h 
Wegk^obsernations to~fun poUutlbn 
specia ls , and newspapers ed i to r ia l ­
ized their support and called for the 
environmental concern to continue. 

Finite Resources 
The San J o s e , Calif. , Mercu ry 

warned that ear^th's r e sources a r e 
finite. "When they a r e finally deplet­
ed, they cannot be regenera ted . . . . 
To be aware of the earth, its r e ­
sources and m a n ' s relat ion to them 
i s , or should be, the one that engages 
the in teres t and the activity of every­
one, not jus t the professional envi­
ronmenta l i s t s . They can ' t do it 
alone; the job is sim.ply too big. " 

The Stevens Po in t Daily J o u r n a l 
a d v i s e d t h a f ' w h a t we need to do is to 
r e s o l v e to unders tand al l we can 
about the p rob lems of pollution and 
to do whatever we reasonably can to 
help to el iminate i t . " 

The Dallas Morning News advised 
that ". . . good mot ives won't a c c o m ­
pl i sh much unless they a r e a c c o m ­
panied by effective me thods . " 

The Capital T imes in Madi son 
sa id E a r t h Day was c rea t ing a s e n s e 
of urgency and cal led for the need 

for dol lars , "billions of do l l a r s - -
doUars that a re now going down the 
drain in the war in Vietnam and up 
to the moon. We can' t save our 
earth at bargain r a t e s . " 

The reaction of the careful Chr is ­
tian Science Monitor was that 
" . . . pollutionis the biggest mate r ia l 
challenge confronting mankind 
today. We are beginning to learn 
its mass ive dimensions, its costs , 
its urgency. On with the l e a rn ing - -
and the remedying! " 

issi le Gone Berserk? 
Tuesday: At lant ic City a t 9 a .m. Boston at 2:15 p . m . Madison 

at 7:15. Milwaukee at 10. 
Wednesday: Bloomington at 9:30 a . m . Denver a t 2. Berkeley at 

8:15. On to Los Angeles . Back to Washington. 
A m i s s i l e gone b e r s e r k ? No, i t 's our Sen. Nelson, c r i s sc ros s ing 

the country a s he evangel izes for the environment. "We feel we ' re 
m i s s i o n control , " s a y s his s e c r e t a r y . 

If anyone knows about widespread pollution, Nelson should. This 
week, he has s e e n it. 
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