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grateful fo her, and no doubt was so. The interpreter said,
“¥our fther from towards the rising sun is feeding you
with his own hand.” She cessed chewing the rice, of
which the podding was made, for a monent, and seemied
aurprised, and pregently raising her hand on the opposite
direction from where I stood, and rolling her sightless, but
perfect eyes, in that direction, asked s he there No;
said the interpreter, he is on this side. She asked if I
would shzke hands with her? 1 did so; when she sald,
« §Fwish I could see him!’

I crossed over pgain 1his evening a litfle before sun-dowi,
with the Doctor and interpreter, and tack with me some
giogerbread and lemon syrup. When I spoke to her, she
smiled, drank some syrup, ate some gingerbresd, and said
she wpa better. The Doctor hes spme hope that she may
recover the use of her limbs; but doubts whether her sight
will ever return. We found her wripped in her new
blanket, an? looking better, and in all respects more com-
fortable. Heaven blesa you.

Thermometer;, at sun-down, 60°

Foad du Lae, fug. 2d, 1826, T sun-vise, A",

My Dran ¥¥+

I need not 6]l you that the morning is cold. The
thermumeter indicates that. T wonder how wou il feel in
Washington and Georgetown this morning in regard 1o the
temperafure! Hot enough, no doubt. Fires here, except
now and then when a hot day and night come, which by
the way is rare, are very agressble. Their visits seem
enly az infimations that summer has not gone by. The
middle of every day is warin etough; but the moment the
sun loses his power in the evening, and before he gains it in
the morzing, it is ecld. The mosquitoes have but 2 short
season op here. By the middle of this month, their race
will have besn run. DBat they make the most of the litide
lime which is allotted to them,
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1 think every now and then, how easy it wonld have heen
in some hundred lives, or in one letter, to have told you
that it might be worth while to have troubled you with.
But I recnr to your request. Yon want to kuow every
thing, It is diffionlt for me to travel aub of the yesord.
Many a lawyer would give the better part of any thing bat
his fee, ta hawe the likerty to ramble, fhat 1 have, under
your grant, Thete i3 nothing that comes in with half ita
econsolation to an nofurpithed brain; and in the abeepce of
facts, or glear testimony, and a lack of brain, such liberty is-
beyond all price. 1t is well that you thought of givieg me
such enlargement; for without it, I question whether yen
would have heard from me at ail; and this, by the way,
would heve saved you a world of trouble in following the
tracks of my aketches

The Doetor and myself, sccompanied by our juterpreter,
(Mr. Dingly, the trader, of whom I have spoken) visited
the sick givl thiz moroing. The medicine sent over last
night, has had a good effect; but she islanguid, too much so
to express any one sign of pleasure &t a present whick I
tosk over, of a yard aod a half of blue cloth for a petlicoat,
and some beads. ¥ took willh me alse some tea and crack-
ars, snd some vaspherty jelly. It is fortunate I did; for
they had aeothing to weorish the peor thing with but their
fish aoup, eoarse 2pd unsavoury enough, and which her sto-
mach eould not bear. Bhe drank the tea, and ate the
erackers that werve acaked in it, with much rolish, apd said,
it i good.” Bhe tasted the jelly alzo, and was told when
she wanted any, to ask her mother for i,

The Doctor copped her an the back of the ncek.  The
bload was coagalated in the cup when it was taken off, in-
dicating how languid the cirenlation is, oud the extrame
debility of the patient. But she locks more comfortable.
I gave her mother a piece of soap, and zhe had washed her
face and hands; the calico had been made up iote a short
gown; her arms were coversd, and there was about her an
extertor of comfort. DBut her ease, after 2ll, is one of ex-
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treme doubl. It is distressing to sge how unfit these people
ars to handle a delieate and Feeble patient  Her father and
mother, it i3 e, are aiwaye with her, and appesr fond of
ber, and doubtless zre so, Poor thing! when we go away,
there will remain no dist, no refreshing cordial, ged oo
ekill, to combat with her malady.

I have mentioned raspherry jelly. It is made here by a
Mzrs. Caoty, & half breed, aod wife of a trader, a very sensi-
Ble and fine woman, whe ia celebrated for her skill with the
needle, and for making and ormamenting moccasing, legging,
#c.  She lives {n winter in the buildings we occupy; and
in summer in a lodge near thew, and it iy the oaly really
comfortable lodge I have seen.  Like all lodges, its door is
closed by = piece of bark, or a mat; and it hes an opening
at top, under which, and on the ground, the fire is made.
Generally the Indiaos put around these lodges the branches
of the spruce fres, an which they sit and sleep, bat here is a
#incr of planks, resting on sleepers made of logs, which run
fiorn the sides of the lodge towards the passege way, which
is’ in front of the door, and exteods two thirdas of the way
through. This foor is about six inehes from the lavel of
the passage wey. On this fiper they sit on mets, or on
their bedding. They have in this lodge little ottomans,
which are handed out to strangers to siton,  In this lodge,
which is nearly round, and about twelve foef in diameter,
live two families, Mr. Coty®s and Mr. Mowieon™s DM,
Coty has with her an aged, but fine Jooking Indisn mether.
This lodge i3 very different lrom that in which EKich-e-wyn
E'qua, liveal _

Baspherries grow wild here ip great quentities, and of the
finest Javour. Al the Indians and whites together, some
six hundred persons, have heen eating them daily since cur
arrival, from the hills back of our guarfers, sand they are yot
plenty.

At twelve o’clock to-day oor ¢ouneil mef. The address
by the Governor being delivared and interpreted, the coun-
cil rose, to meet again when the Indians shall make known
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their readiness to make their reply. The sketch of the av-
bour, by Mr. Levwis, was taken at this firat sitting, and it is
an excellent representation of it.

Anvther band of Indians arrived this merning; and this
evening wa have had ancther pipe dance, and another varie-
ty of it. The Indians all naked 43 before, except the auzenm,
. and painted, as ugual, with all manner of devices, and with
all colours. The drommers attended as before, thumping
their drums and singing. Bat in thiz dance anly one would
rise &t once, and he would step ont iato the circle with a
conister in one hand, and o pipe in the other, and equal in
antitks any merry andrew who ever altempted to amuse a
multitude. It i3 impossible o imagine the figures into which
these dancers throw themselwes. Sometimes their bodies
will be rounded in front like a bow, with their arma pinion-
2d dewn to their sides, their elbows projecting just behind
their hips, while their arens, meking a sharp angle at the
efbow, rise up with the hends on a line with their necks, each
grasping a pipe and a rattle—then with their knees bent for-
ward, they jump to the time of the drum, or first with vae
fart, and then the other, stamp raund the cirele.

I have just seen the sick girl. The cupping this morning,
has had the happy effect to relieve, ic a great depres, the
pain in the back of her head. The same remedy was ap-
plied thiz evening to her right temple. This discharged more
freely, and blood of a better qoality, We had not left her
before 1ho pain was fessened here also. She feels an itching
fenaation in her palsied leg and arm, which dowbtless indi-
cates returning liig, and this was coofirmed on her moving
ber hand. But thers is oo glimpse, yet, of light to her eyes
that seek it so earnestly, and the azbsence of whith she so
inuch deplores. I earried over sorme more fea, and lefi word
for them oot to feed her until | returned.  Her palse, too,
that puide ta the judgment in cases of disease, is slower, and
softer, and more regular; and there iz a roundness in it which
T hawe pot felt before. The attention Doctor Pitcher hos
paid to this poor child of the woods, dees him great eredit
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Bat it was what I expected of him: it I3 only anether devel-
opment of the many amiable traits which I kave had ocea-
sion to 2dmire ip his chargeber,

Ernowing how grest a value thess people put on jewelry,
I took over, oo two or three oecasions, some silver brooches,
and rings, with sfones set in them. When it was explained
to ber what they were, and how they looked, there was &
sensilble pleasure manifested in her eoontenance, and she
smiled. The disesse of the hody is ne doubt eften overcome
by the buoyaney of the spirite, and confirmed by their de-
pression. This destitule and friendless girl iz no less the
subject of God’s care than are the ravens-—snd ithe feedeth
them when they ery,””—-and should not be negleeted by na.

The oumber of Indians to-day is six hundred and {wenty-
five. Thermometer, son-down, 51°

Evar vours

——

Fond du Lec, August 8, 1826, T sun-rive, 367,

My Dzag ¥¥* '
This iz a beautiful morning. 1t is fair and tranguil.
The river ia smoath and glassy, and the desp gresn of the
aurrtunding foliage refleets full upon its bosem, so much s
that its amber colour is changed. Berk cences are constant-
Iy passing to and from the island, which gives enimation t»
the scepe, 5o adroitly do these Indiazs uee their paddles,
and 80 noiscless ik every thing sbout the stroks they make
with ther, and so quick do they move, that it looks dairy-
like. Some magie seems to be at work besids the regolar
and siew motion of the paddle, to give these bits of bark
zuch speed. They hardly disturb the mriace of the river.
My service in the Indiae departraent, and the sxperience
1 have mcquired there, served to satisfy me that it is not
every body who koows enough of the Indian character to
conduct eouncils with them to & smeeessful and harmovious
issue. I came bere, expecting, myself, to learn much; and
T felt that ¥ was with no ordinary instructor. Few men have
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80 intimate 8 knowledge of the Indian character ns Governor
Cass. He has had muech experience, snd his mind nevar
fails ta profit by whatever subjeet comes in his wiy. He
seizes and analyzes every thing, and with the rapidity of
thought. I wrote bim before & lelt home, that I shovld at-
tend 2z a papil—and, therefore, would expeet him to con-
duet the whele proceedings. I do not, therefore, expect to
epen my lips on thiv accasion.

Our council met to-day at the signel—three discharges of
rnsketry—when several speeches wers made by the Indiang,
all which the Secretary to the commission will preserre to
accompany the treaty, and which, if these shall be pub]laheﬂ
you will see. The only incidents of interest which oeesrred
to-day, were those which velated to the case of a speaker who
had & British nredal around his peck;and the appesrance in
council of the old woman we saw at Montreal viver. After he
kad finished his speech, and when in the act of presenting
his pipe to be smoked, the Grovernor (having previously sug-
gested the propriety of speakiog ta him about his medal,}
remarked, fhat we had noticed around his neck a Britiah me-
dal; that we supposed he wore it, ot 4s & badge of authori-
ty, or power, buf g8 sn ornamexnt. - If he wore it g3 5 fokon
of suthorvity, we could not smoke with him; but if as on
ornament ealy, we wonld. He tovk it from #round his necle
end laid it on our table, saying, he put oo value on it. The
pipe waz then smoked, and an Amsrican medal given him
to taks the plaze of the English one. '

- This may seem lastidious, perhaps. But when you kuow
that one of the chief dificalties with which the government
has to contsnd in thie gquarter, is that which relgtes to the
exercise of British influence over these people; and that an
Indian looks, geoerally, before he clects his aide, to the quaa-
tum of power that may be there, and comparee it earefolly
with that which he way - be solicited to abaodon, you will
sew that our exeeption to o badge of this sart ie all proper.
‘It i intended, and espenially in couneil, where so many wit-
nesy it, 82 & protest againgt theit taking any other aide, whilst

40
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they profess to look to us for protection. We gave pravf,
in the late war, of the 4ind of services we expect of them.
Cur dernand extended then na further than to thair pewtral
{{y—and this iz the only situation in which it is hoped we
may ever see them in the future, oo either side, should war
ever again break out between vs and the mother conntry,
which, may Heaven, in merey, forbid. This same Indian
had e British Aag slso, which he afterwards brought, and in
full couneil, laid af our feet, On seeing it there, the Indians
2t up & shout, and in their remarks, gave proof that they
knew the import of & flag, and also what its surrender meant.
This fag® waa ordered to be replaced with an American fag

The old woman who was dressed in skine st Montreal
river, and who was starving there, heving borrowad some
decent clothing, 1ok her seat in covoeil, and was the only
female init.  She wore her husband®s medal, and laid as an
offering upen our table, being too poor to-provide o belt of
wamepum, some strands of dried grass, and poreupine’s quilis.
These she brovghfvery carefully wreapped in & piece of bark.
On presenting them, she said—™J come in the plice of my
Jgabarnd. - He is old and blind—but he yet has a mouth, and
gars. He can speak and bear. Ho is vory poor. He hopes
ta raceive & present from his fathers.” So saying, she turn-
ed round and resumed her seat in the midet of the council.
1 have a faithfol likeness of her, and inclose it The green
puint around her eyes was the only ¢rnament with which
ghe pretended to beautify her wrinkled face; and the medal
the cnly adorning of which her shrivelled neck could hoast

Kich-e-wyh E’qua I8 betier. I ook over a auit ol flannel
ta-day, snd advised frietion, and the Dwoetor has prepered
gome fincfure glk, I8 i= not yet certain whether she will
recover. If she dies, her passage to the grave will have
Leen at least smagthed. ‘The Doctor has copped her in the
left temple. Bhe says she is better.

The barges wa passed faking shelter underapumt hear
Grond islznd, with provisions, have just arrived, having had
& passage of twenty-five days from the Sault

* Now with the medal in ny olics at Washingion.
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Our eounci! adjourned at one, to meet at three, and 2t the
usng! rigesl. The Governor being too mueh indisposed, L
presided slone.  The council rose at sun-down.

I lave procured a full dress® of a Chippewdy woman: and
2 drawing of obe in 1wo views, front and bask. These you
will see. Their arms, exeept the back parts of them, aod the
upper portion of their hreastz ave naked, The aleeves meet
at the points, or eornera of the squares behind, and are fasten-
&d with a gorget.  Oaly those who chance to be betier off
dress thus, A petticost of strouds, and a blanket, are the
odt usual dress; and few are o sitdations to command bt
a very scani pattern of the one, or to renew, sven annuvally,
the other. They =ll have full heads of hair—this they wear
glubbed up hehind, and wrapped in eloth or skin, and tied
close to their heads.

Thermomater, ot pan-down, §5% Good night

viraerican Fur Comparngy’s estallishhent, Pond du Lar,
Aegust 4, 18260 T sm-riye, 630 E
My Deag *** . - .

I'hsd hoped fo have agen one of these anomalics,
vwhich are sometimes found among the Chippeways, and £
believe amonget other tribea in the west It is what they
call a mar-womas. | have it from undoubted entherity,
that such do exist. This singular beiag, either from a dream,
or from an impression derived from some other soures, con-
giders that he is bound to impose vpon himsell, 4 the only
means of appessing his manito, all the cxterior of 4 woman;
and undergo all the drudgery which the men exact from the
squaws.  So eompletely do théy suceeed, and even to the
vpice, 18 to make it impossihle to distinguish them fram the
women. THey contract even their walk; turnio their toes,
perform gll the menial offices of the lodges wear, of coorse,
pelticoats, and hreast coveringe, and even go throngh the
ceremony of marriage! Nothing can indure these men-

* o oy ofice at Washinglon.
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women to put off these imiitstive garbs, and ssspme again the
pursuits and manly exercizes of the chiefs, It is like takimrg
the black veil: Onee committed thus far, they are consider-
ed as beyond redemption, (unless their vow shall be limited,
Bz 13 somefimes {he case; as for example, antl they tale ah
epemy alive} and live, and die, confirmed in the beliel that
they zre acting the pert which the dream, or some other im-
pression, pointed out to them a2 indispensable. Longsdorfi,
T think it is, in his account of the Ruzelan embassy to Japan,
zaye—"hoys in the Aleuiian fslands are frequently brought
up as girls. Their beerds are plucked out, and their chine
tatpoed like women, and they supply their places with the
men a5 conenhines.  These men are called Schopans. The
custom has prevailed since the earliest times.” Tg there any
tink betwean our Indians and the Japgness, which connecis
this practice of the Alewban island ith that ameng the
Chippeways? 1 leave for those who have mors leisure to
search for it, should it be thought to exist at all. ¥t would
be curious should & be found. '

Kich-e-wyre E'qua Ia certainly much better—but there are
no symptoms of returniog sight Her ayes, ke Milton’s,
in search of thie great hleseidg,

é——roll, but roll in vain to fipd
s piercing ray.™

There is no change io the appearsnee of har eyes, which,
doubtless look, with the exception af their fwitching motion,
as they did before they ceased to receive the impression of
the Yight.

1 have been atiracted to-day more than usual by the move-
ment of the canoes, which hava been unuspally numersus in
all directions. The Indizn women, snd even the little girls,
paddle these canaes with grest akill. Their dexterity and
alight in this bosiness would equally delight and surprise you;
and you wauld admire the graee with which they handle the
paddle.  They sitio the bottom of the canoe.  The woman
in the stern strikes her paddle into the water, reaching well
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forward, both with her arms and bedy, snd bripging up the
handle fo & line with her shoulder, turns its edge quick to
the current, and inclines its hlade, in and oot slow or quick,
ag the direction of the csnce may require; when, if a wrong
direction is given to it, ihe backward inelinatien of the pad-
dle ia Tesorted to, and the true caurse ia instantly regained,
I know nothing with which to compare the slight with which
all thizis done, except it be the foot of a water-fow]. Tou
have doukiless seen the duck, for example, swim? I yon
have, you have seen its foot thrown ‘forward with a quick
motion, and then forced backward, and when on a line with
the sngle of it aetion, clogse up and: (ollow in the line of the
body; then forward apuin, and then backward. Just ss,and
with scareely less slight, is the paddls baodled by these dex-
terous squaws. © Nor dees the duck move upon the surface of
the water with greater buoyaney, or stilluess, than do these
birchen cances. Qu reaching the shore, which is always
approached with great caution, the whole company rise from
the bottom of the cance, where they all sit, the better to stea-
dy it, and are out upon the shove, spreading from right to
loft, and with 3 celerity oot mueh shart of a fAoek of their
native pigeons, when the contents of & gun are discherged
amongst them, and they muddenly piteh fram the bough on
which they had been resting, and scatter in fhe woods. One
of these frail vessels, on baing thus unburdenad, is so light,
that the last ons wha steps ouat, takes it by one of the hars
that crosses it about midway, and walks out with it upon the
ghore, as if it were a basket. .

1 have, on one or two cecasione before, referred to the
birchen gaoce, in the hopa of making you congeive cleariy
all that relates to it, and the manner of paddling it; but have
never bean satisfied with my attempts. I am oow bappily
relieved from all further cecessity of referring, in the way
of description, to these singular conveyances, which you
will bear in mind are whelly of -fndien invention, and
wrhich the white man has never deen able 1o imprive, by
baving hud addressed to me by my frisad Mr. Schooleraft,
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the follawing beautiful deseription of the one in which we
voraged it to this place; and in which T shall return, taking
Mr. Lewis with me to sketeh the Pletured recks, &e.; and
Ben to ook, and make our palletd.

THE BIRCEEN CANODE.

[n the ragion of jokes where the blue waterd aleep,
Oy bapusiul Babric was bullt; '

Light cedar supperted its weight on the daep,
And its sides with the sotrbeans were ik

The bright ieafy bark of the betula® tree,
A fexible sheathiog provides;

And the Grs thready roots draw the partg to ng;rn,
And bound down ita high-swelling sldes.

Ho compaes or gavel was assd ot the bark,
No art but the simplest egres;

But the strugture #waa finished, and rim b rtmm:
And za light us & BEplph's ecubd be.

Tts rim was with bnder yotthg oot woven rodnd,.
Lile a pattern of wicker-wrork race;

And itpeoetd on the waves with oa Lightsame o homod,
Asw badket juspendad 16 ik

The hazring in thelr heighiness and glory halowr,
TWere reflerted quile plain e the visw;

And 1t mer'd Tike a soran—with os praceful o show,
Dur beantifol bircien canpe.

The tress an the shora a5 we glided niong,
Searn'l moving & aonbrury oay;

Ard e vorageney Bghvianed thelr toil with = cong,
That cewsad ev'ry hoait to be gay.

And =till o8 we Bopted by roek sud by shelt,
Our bark raissd & murouy dlouwd;

And it a54*d on the waves, a5 they ruse, as they feli,
Liks 5 Fey ob abright summer cloud.

We naid, as we par'd o'er tha Heuid sxpanss,
Wil 1he landacape iv spiling armys

How hlast we abould ba, if onc Jives shondd a.dra.nc.!;_.,
Thos trxoquil and sweedly eway,

*Betula papyracse.
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The skies were sorsne—mot & cloud was in sight—
Mot an sngry wurge beat on the shore,

Apnd wa gnzed on the water, ond then on e Nelit,
Till cox ¥iion codd bear it oo mora.

Ob, long will-wa think of thoge sil7er height Tues,
Apd the gasnas they exposed to our view;

Cur friends—and the wishes we formed for thelr sakes—
And ot bright yellow Mishen canoe,

The Governor having determined to return in a canos,
has set two Indisne to work tu build one. The principal
ubdertaker is one of the sons of the sealped woman—but he
has in his service 8 numerous train of squsws and children,
who do the greater part of the work.  The woemen, in feet,
are expected ta labour at every thing. From the beildieg
of a lodge, to the hoiling of 3 kettle; and iTom the making
of their hushands® racccasins, to the construction of their
canoes, and to the pumming and sewing them when they
tequire it, 18 an Indian woman's empioyvment. Every ape-
cies of drudgery is imposed upon her.  They are literally
the pack horses too—for, on a journay, thess poor sreatires
have heaped upon them heavy burdene, whilst the man e~
cumbers himself with nothing but his rifle, if he has one,
and if pot, with his how and arrows, his pipe, and hiz poueh.

I have sttended the progress of the work in building this
canos. Ik 13 curigus enough. Sizkes are driven in the
ground at certain distapces, elong each side of where the
tznoe is to be built, and for the entire length of it. Pieces
of bark are sewn together with wattap, aod placed betwreen,
from one epd to the other, snd made (it to them. When
the bark i3 thas in, it hangs Ioose, aod ie folds, sod logks,
without its repularity, like the covers of & book with its
back downwards, ita edges up, and the leaves out. Next,
the eross pieces are put in, pressing aut the rim, and giviog
to the upper edgea the form which the eanoe is to bear—then
the ribs are pressed in, the thin shesthing, in strips, beiag
laid between them and the bark, and these {the ribs,) press
oat the bark, aod give form and fignre to the bottom and
siden of the canoce. Weights (large sfones,) are put on the



320 TUUR To THE LAKESR-

hattom of these ribs, which had been previonsly soaked, and
kept there till they dey. The next process is to remove the
stakes, gum the seams, and the febiic s complete. There
remsains no more fo do but te pot it in the water, where if
floats like a feather, This canoe is thicty-six feet long, and
five wide across the middle. _

I hope to take home with me some Inberesting relics from
amang thess people, and some drawings, in addition to those
which I am now and then putting ezide for you, the hatter
to illustrate my correspondence, and which are intended forr
the office in Washington, snd to be preserved there for the
inapection of the eurious, and the information of futare pene-
rationa, and Jovy after the Indians themselves will heve been
o morg. 1 am anxioue to accomplish as mueh of this sx my
time, and the opportutities afforded me, may allow, for [ am
pretty eertzin that, zlthough my time 18 so limited in these
regions, snother apportunity will never again aceur nntil the
Chippeways shall have lost their character, and their cos-
tame, If not their being. This remote peint, a0 in the heart
of the interior, and sarrounded as it is by selitude and the
lakes, feels 1o me, in more respects than one, as if it were
somewhere, in the meighbourhood, at least, of 2he end af
the worid. You remember that besutiful hymn of Thom-
son”s? I have ofien, when [ had po idea of ever being this near
to the ““verge,’” rehearsed, (and with a glow of rapture which
the composition of ge mush sublimity could oot fail to pre-
doce)—

*Sheuld fils aammend ma tr the detent rergs
OF tha greep sacth, to digfant bavb'raug clices,
Eivars unknown bo song, whers Brat the sun
Gilde Indian meontains, or his setting beam
Flamns on the Atlaotin isles, "t nought to me,
Binep God is aver presant, ever [alt,

In the wide waste, 2od in the city full,
_Arid where ke vital breathes s e be foy."

I bave often ravolved these lines in my mind since I have
been removed so fer from the eonfines of civilized life, apd
placed amidst the stillnass, and the awlul grandenr of God’a



TOTR 70 THE LAKES. g8l

works. —They are dalightful even here, where the “zetting
beam* of the gun shines long after it has been quenched
with you.

The thermometer was, to-day, st toro o'clock, at 50°0—
This may serve 1o show you hiow sharp the angles are, and
how sudden is the ascent from cold to heat, and wce persg.

No shjection having heen ‘made v the addresses of the
chiels vesterday, to any part of the opening address, a treaty
is prepared, and will, to-morrow, be rsad to them, section
by section; and after the signing, we shall make the demand
for the surrender of the murderers. They were told there
way another, and 2 serfons subjact, to whick their attention
would be called aller the trsaty was sigoed, and I belleve
they all anticipate what it ia.

Kich-e-wye E'qus is better. The Doctor and imiysell have
just returned from visiting her. Her pulse haz a healthfinl
action, and she is sble to move hier hand, end her foot.  Her
appetile is good, and she sleeps well.

Ben had his coorage tested this evening, It wag whisper.
ed that some Sleux bad been seen on some of the seighhour-
ing hills this morning. e came early to inquire if [ had
heard it I told him I supposed it was coly rumour. He
Iooked anxious, and wag not at all satisfied. Some of onr
aaﬂlpanjr, it appenars, who were desirous of seeing & raoe, had
contrived to eend eucb a rumour in the direestion of Ben's
ears—and when it was Enown he hed eaught it, they pro-
sended to engage three young Chippeways to paint and hide
themselvas io the grass nesr the spring, and when he should
go for water in the evening, to rize, snd yell, and malke a
feint to atinek him. Ben went for the water a little helore
the time. Bat a8 he neared the spring, they crawled to-
wards him, and setting the grass in moiion, cought hiz atten.
tion. e stepped quick over the fence, dipped his bucket
into the spring, aod, according to hia own confmssion, was
just about to ran, when, os they rose and ran wwards him,
he saw one of them laugh. This indueed him to believe it
was a trick, and he acquitted himsell with great boldaess.

a1
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He has given out ““that it’s dangerous to rapeat, the attempt,
for 20 sure a3 they're alive, he’ll make daylight shine through
them.** It i3 easy to se= that Ben is anxioys, by his ear-
nestaess in giving oui what he mcans to do, to aveid the
obligation which 2 sudden fright might impose on him to
run; and the Iamigh which he perceives would be general at
his expense. Thermometer, san-down, 73% _
Good night.

Jmerioan Fiir Compay’s estabBthment, Fond dic Lar,
: Buguat 5, 1896 T, sun-rise, G0°, }
Mx DEan “** _ :

After elosing my letter last evening, it was an-
nounced that a wrebong wonld be Janced ; sod that dre-eaters
would exhibit their power aver this element. T of our
company wegt lo witness the exhibition, aod Ben, of course,
who fallows me like my shadew. On arriving at the lodge,
which was about sizty yards back of the military tents, a5
shewr in the drawing, we soon saw from the throog of In-
diana areund it that the ceremonies were to be ¢oanducted
there. Bo, without eny ceremony, we went in, and crowd-
od down between the Indians that ‘were seated, to the num-
ber of thirty, all round the tant.  The ceremony wad open-
cd by the drum, with ite sccustomed fAump, fhump, thump,
followed by an cccasionnl veli from the Indians. The two
fires that bad been Ebwrning, one at each end of the lodge,
wera nestly extinguished. - Every now and then I threw in
Jittle pieces of bark, which made shortlired famay, enough
to dincover the nakedness of the Indians who were around
me, and their eyes shining in all direstions, some through
eracks in the hark of the lodge, from withont, and others
from within, who, on seeing the blaze, wonld be turved in-
stantly towards it. A little girl, at one end of the lodge,
and an old woman at the other, commeénced the ceremonies
an they did at the Sault—then came the daneers in like man-
ner a8 at the Savlt, alao, fo the number of ten or twelre,
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- who, with bodies naked, and half bent and constrained, and’
violently agitited, would go round the tent up oue side, and
down the other, yelling at intervals, and multiplying the
sounds by elapping their hands on their mouths.- AlT st
cnce, and by throwing dirt and ashes on them, the remains
of the firez were axtingoished, when for z moment every
thing wes still.  Then the drems beat louder and quicker,
and the song broke out from a hundred mouths-—thess with-
eut, joining those within, until it was one loud yell of savage
gonfusivn!  In the midst of this, three ar four Indians went
round the cirele llowing fire from their mowths, emitting
thousands of sperks, and lighting up, by mesns of them,

their faces, whilst their distended cheeks locked like lan-

terna.  As one of these approached the place where I was

seated, 1 rose, and looking into his month, saw in what the

déception consisted. e had a reed, or some other hollow
subatanee batween his teoth. This had been fllad with pow-
der and eombustible materisls—the smell of brimstone wes
sirong—and lighted. This being placed between his teeth,

be blew out ite fiery conténts—and this was called eafing
fire. Several of thern tock up live coals of fire, und from
their maoner of holding. them, I have no doubt bat their
kands had boen robbed with something that guarded the akin
from the acticn of fire, but was not able to aseertain what it
was, The Todian ints wiwse mouth I looked, on discover- -
ing me&, turned short round and extingnished the fire, which
1 presume he did by stopping the ends of the reed.

This iz the whole of thia feat, except thet 0 is repeated
saany times. I am convinced, that all the accounts we have
seen of Indiang eating fire, ave only sxaggerations of atismapis
st deception like this

We (the Detor, myaelf, sad the interpreter,) pmd QUr Bp-
cestomed morning visit to Kich-e-wyn E’qua, and were
gratified to find her much improved. There is every symp-
tom of reterning life io her degd limbs.  The more health-
ful zetion of the other parts of her body appears to be com-
municated, in part at least, from those members from which
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life has been so lopg excluded. There is now some reasom
ts hope that this child of affliction may onee more walk.
As to het seeing, this is more unceriain. It is possible, how-
ever, that her sight may be restored. There is oo knowing
what e universally healthful sction of ihe system may pro.
duce. PBut this, to be continued, will need the healthful and
invigorating diet of which the poor thing will be deprived,
when we shall have left hers. I mesn, however, to leare a
supply, and special directions for its use. But the improvi-
denee and want of skill in these Indians, it is to be fesred,
will not lesd them to make n proper use of it—and yet no
people can he more assiducus than arc both the (ather end
mother, in their attentions to their sick child. We find
them zlmost stationary, cne gi her hiead, aod the other at her
fect, and with deeply snxious countenances, waiching over
her helpless frame.  Yet we have to feéd her—they seem to
Lkoovw nothing of sven thin simplest part of the nursing art
‘We had scarcely entered the lndg-e this morning, whet we
zaw from their songtenaness that the girl was better. On
making the nenal inguiry, they both looked up and said,
vighe’s well,” —meaning, doubtless, that she had no pain,
and was not sick al her stomach, as she Lad always been
hefore.

Our council met at eleven o’elock, at the usual aignal,
when the treaty wag read, section by seetion, and Interpret-
ed. Tt was agreed to withont a dissénfing veire. The sign-
ing eonsumed moek fime It ia troe, gven the cross 2 made
for 1he signer, znd he ooly pufs the nib of the pen oxn it, but
it is a short journey to travel over all the lengih, and the
upa and downs which generally cater into the formation of
gn Indian’s neme,

The signing and witnessing having been gooe through
with, the council was adjourned to meet again this sltarnoon,
at the firing of the guns.

- The council mat; when, aceording to errengement, I
made the demand for the surrender of the murderers, This
being done, and there being one Indian present belonging to
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the Lar d¢ Flombeau band, sed who was of fhe parfy
who committed the mmrder, he was called up and formally
examined. He is clearly innocent. Indeed hiz presence
here demonstrates that. Tt was in proof that he dissgaded
the murderers from committing the act.  Wa old him if he
had been guilty, we would have taken him witk ns, and
tried him by our laws; and if, on proof, he hat turned ouf
to have had 2 hand in the bloody act, he should heve been
hanged. During his examiretion, his brother came up te
the teble greatly agitated. He showed grest anxziety, and
seid be knew the murderers had updroided him because he.
would not join them. Another Indian declsred that he
knew he was inbocent. The (overnor seid, will you put
your ‘hand on your bresst, and say that in the presence of
the Grest Spirit? The moment the interpreter put this
queslion, ke looked him full in the face, and answered,
Slam Ia dog that I should [e¥' Thiz reply is some-
what rerzarkable, not only an sceount of its near resemblance
to one made of eld, “Is thy servant 2 dog,” &ec. bhut on
another acesunt. In the first place, there ia hardly zoy
thing oz which an Indiin sets so high a valoe s& he does
upon his dog.  This is proverbial. Yet be is constsntly
reofarred to as an ohject of cocviempt! Indians never swesr—
I mean uatil they learn it of their white brothers—and their-
most degrading epithet is to call their opponents dogs.
Here ia 5 strange uniop of respect and contempt. Bt fur-
ther. A dog iz comsidered the best affering to their enraged
maniio, and often in 2 storm is one thrown overboard te.
appease him.  ¥et they Kill him and eat him, and consider
a feast gm.atly enriched when this animal, which they =o
highty respect 25 anever to be without them, makes part of it.
You must zesonnt for this strange varicty in en Indian™
notions, snd his iaste, in regard to the dog. We smoked
with the suspected Indian, and told bhim we wers antwﬁed alf
his innocence.

To-morrow g appointed to receive the mswer to our de-
mand. On the adjourngent of the council, to erliven the
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young and gralify the old, we threw ouf, to be scrambied
for, various litile wmatiers. Bame were thrown en the fops
of the houses. There is o place too high aor tan decp for
these Indiens 1o go after what will 2dd to their stores. If
in the river, they will plunge in; and if on the house top,
they feel no loss hesitation in going there. Here we had an
opportunity of witnessing the activity which characterizes
these peopla. Their unhound limks, fres in their action,
give them power over any thing, if it be whare if is possi-
ble for men to get. They have ne fear.  They clamber up
the sides and ends of thess hoses and over their eaves, and
race and tumble on their roofs with za litlle unconeern, as

if they were on the ground.

The Indian examined by us j"esterdu.}?, came forward this
morning, in company- with hia brother, and a5 represents-
tives of the Loc¢ du Flambeaw band, said they were pre-
pared with their aoswer; and appie his brother came for-
wird end declaved their chiz/” was innacent. He gave hip
word forther, and zaid Mr. Schooleraft knew he was. Ha
made a request that wampum might be sent to him, that
they might all walk in the same path.  This, he said, would
enable them to apprehend the murderers, whe did not live
near thew, bot Bar offi  Thiv teak place before the eouncil
met, end we were indoced to believe from it that wa should
receive a pladge of their pmpose to spprehend and deliver
the murdarers.

At haif past ten the council met. “We told them we
were now prepared to receive their answer to our demand
of vesterday. The four principal men of the Lae du Fizm-
beay band came forward, shook hands, and told us they had
but little to say; that coe would speak, and his words would
be the worde of all, and that they hoped their fathers would
listen to them. They said they had with them pe young
men, and they felt it hard to give an enswer. That they
would go home first, see their youeg men, and then give an
answer. Lheir speaker then placed before us two belis of
wampunt, and ssid, this s to show that we two are of ene
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mind. These helts of wampum were covered over with
parth of a bloish esst. I inquired why they were thua
covered with earth, They =aid their wampum was serry,
mesning the oecasion was a mournful one.

They were told their answer to our demand was not
satisfactory; and that they could not council with their
voung men, for they were not here. 'We demanded ac an.
gwer then. We told them we believed their war chief,
Ke-wayrape-nud,* wes innocent; and, in proof of our sin-
cerity, presented 2 belt of wampum to be given to him-—-
that heneeforth he might come and go in sefety and at plea-
gure. But as to the murderers, we must have them—and
their inswer mnzt be given now.

After a little consnliztion, they answored—'fwe will dr-

Buer them at the -S‘auff, or ot Green oy, next spring.”’
- We expressed qur gratifiemion ot the anmewer; gnd told
them it would save their people from grest calamity, | Por
thetr preat father would oot sit atil uniil hia white children’s
blocd should be washed out.  These proceedings will appear
more at large in the Secretary’s report of them.t

The epancil was then adjourned until the afternoon, when
it wee re-assembled, and honours were canferrad by a pre-
sentation of medals to the chiefs, and warriors, and woung
men of distinetian. The Gevernor relerred, the address on
the oceasion o me,and whicl was also to embrace, ag o lant
one, & review of the past, and some references to the future.
Thiz I presumie will also appear in the procesdings. i

To-morrow we shall distribute the goods, and flour, and
pork- This being done we shall embark, and look towards
the riging sun. Every thing was hegun, and bas esntinued,
and ended well. The Indinns expiess themselves in terms of
thankfulness, They say their great father’s haod is fall of
good things. 1 have no doubi the hnpressions made upon

¥ 1 have recelved, qlnoe my velurn, & likeness of thin chiel, By Mr.

MiCioary of (he garrison ot the Sault da St Merig. 1L i5 aaid 4 b etcel

lent. .
{ et Appendiz. t Thid-
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young znd ald will not be casily effaced. Many projodices
egaiott the people nf the United States, of whom they knew
nothing before, are disaipated; and feelings of friendship are
produeed. A policy of a certain description I pereeive to be
necessary. I think L see wherein wa have been deficient
along this entire frontier.  But this is offieial.

Just at sun-down there arrived fifteen fine looking men from
Sangue,or Leach lake, Their arrive! was followed by a danes,
such as I have before deseribed. These men ste from the high-
est point reached by Pike, and further, in that direction, it
is believed, than any whits man, exeept a trader, and Gor-
ernor Cass in his late tour, ever pemetrated. They repoct
that anather party is expected to-night. These men border
the country contiguoua to the Sigux.  Their arrival will de-
fay ug, a3 we esteem it t0 be of importance to impress upen
their minde also all that has been done.  Anpd we wish to in-
clude them in the arrangement, “While I wrire another par-
ty of thirty-six have arrived. o

Thermometer, sun-down, 60°, Ever yours.

anerican Fur Company’s exfobisiment, Fond dy Loe,
g Ty 1886, T aun-rice, 570 E
My Dea ***
Still. colder, end the “‘eraelling fagpot™ in the ad-
joining room confirms the testimony of the thermometer.
Last night at about nine o’elock we were informed 2 jong-
Zews was about to commenee his ceremonies.  'We went to
son how these were conducted. The fxture was of poles,
snch a8 I have deseribed, but instead of these being covered
with mats, or bark, they were wrapped round with the sgils
belonging to & couple of barges, and thess wers made fast io
the poles by means of ropes. We found the jongleur sit-
ting meer this place of his incantations, with abont twenty
Indians, all sileat as the grave. Nobody felt free to disturb,
by saying & word, the apparent solemnity. We had oot
heon long at the spot before he rose from his seat on the
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graund, elimbed to the top of this enclosure, and which, hy
the way, and as far as it goes, resembles in figure a shot
tower, aitd sitting for & while composedly at the top, begun
in & low tone te utter sounds which were not intelligible
evan ta the interpreter—these increased louder, and louder,
uotil he reached the utrost pitch of his voice, when it was
gradually lowered again to-those scarcely audible sounds—
when he zat zilent

The interpreter told me so far as he could eaich his sx-
pressions, that he wos engaged in prayer fa the ireat Spirit,
in whieh he hegred him to send him devils; and to give him
power over them, to compel them to gbey his esmmands.
He theo sang an Indian air, without words, and descended
to the boitom of the enclosure. After he was there fora
few minutes, he spoke, when thres Indians following eash
other, walked round the enclosure saveral times, with their
hands on it ‘Two of them sat down, and one of them stood
to receive and impart the questious and answers. Before
aoy one spoke, however, the place was viclenily shakon—
when presently wa heard something fall uwpon the gronad
within, with great weight. It shook apain, and again, and
at the close of each shake, and whilat the jongleur was mak-
ing a sirange noise within, with a tremulous erying Eind of
a voiee, the sound was again heard as if something had fallan
withir, of great waight, We counted fiftecn of these sounds.
These we were told were the lighting down of the devils
senit him by the Great Spirit in answer te his prayera

Tt was now announced that he was ready to answer any
questions that might be put to him; when he was asked,
“what his great father at Washington was doing at that dme?**
The place was instantly and violently shaken, when we were
told 2 devil bad been sent to sea, The snswer was present-
Iy annonnged, preceded by ancther sheke. Tt wasz this—
"He ia doing sothing; but is sitting quietly thinking shout
ihis treaty: but has people sll around hiv with white papera
hefpre them.”™*  Alter a few more questions and answers, I

Ieft the peor fellow. but not before T heard it annonnced thet
42
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the devils were thirsty, snd wanted something to driok.-
This wag, of eonree, a call for whiskey. A litile, and that
litt)e well diluted, was given to them, and some tohaceo.

The only proof 1 got of any thing by my visit fo this
place of superstition, was the opinion of the jongleur him-
self, and which is donbiless the opinion of the rest, that this
treaty is the groatest thing that is now geing on upon the
face of the varth; and that as such, it is that which engrosses
the stteniion of the President to such a degree, za fo make
it impossile for him to thick of any thiog else.

Now it is hardly neceasary that [ shonld tell you thet this
Indizn shook the poles of the enclosure himself; nor that the
lighting dowrn of the devils, was nothing more than the fll-
ing from hix own hauds of & stone which he had within. As

_to hiz enawers, they are simple, and the whole contrivance
but demonstrates how snperstitions these people are. The
Indiaps all aroond balieve in the whole affair, and eonsider
the answers a3 oracular.  This faith of theirs is huilt upon
the slight foundation which has been produced by a few an-
awers which have turned sut to he true—anch 23 the angwer
to the question —“when will the storm eanse?’ —fiwhen will
our [riends arrivel”—*4are our warriors victorious?””—and
the like. One answer that hall be true, operates like the
prize it a lottery. It is ramembered, but the blanks are
forgotten.

It iz out of zuch Bim=y materials az | have collected at this
ceremony, that travellers sometimes manuiaclura facts, It
imall 2 sham—Iodians, altheugh they pretend to divination,
and to eat fire, are no more expert in these performances,
than other people.

At the signal of thres puns, the multitode assembled—
men, wemen, and children, and seme dogs. Thia was the
first time we had before us the entire eolloction of Indians.
The women and childven, hitherto, remained in their lodges;
now they were all assembled; and to the ovmber, it is be-
lieved, of nearly seven hundred. Ornly the chiefs sit in
ogunsil, or, az io the case of the old woman from Monireal
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fiver, when others sit there by deputation.  MNever hefora
had T witneszed such a display, nor such sn exhibition of
valedness and wretehednmes: nor soch varietios of both.—
From the infant tied to ite cradle, and fo the back of ifs
mother, to the big Buffaloe; from the little fellow with a
dresz made of raceoon akins, hiotself not much above the
size of thut animsl, and locking, except his face, for all the
warld like one of them on its hind feet, to FFa-em-Soesh-Raa,
ohg of the Sandy lake chiefs, drested tike a king Saul 1
have got his likaness in & sitting peatore, with his celumet,
end pouch, and smoking. His bead dress i3 wmade of the
feathers of the duck’s hresst, and the wood-peekers? bills, and
the red feathers from the head of that bird, between. ¥ia
wiisfa are proamented in like manner; and aroond his neck
he weara an ornewent of horse hair.

The invitation for this sssemblage was given out yesier
day; botthe lndjans from Lake de Corbean, and Leach lake,
having arrived last eveaing, and it having been determined
10 explain every part of the proesedings to them, and fally
to impress upen them all that hed taken place, it was ao-
woungsd that the chiels would be expected to take their seats
in council, and that the presentz woald be given out in the
afternoan, The reason wan, of course, sxplained. The new
comers acquiesced in what had been done, and signed the
treaty. Just nz the crowd got in motion, iwo young men
were geen 1o logk at gve another, step up quick, mest, am-
brace, kiss, and instantly exchange blankets!  They waore re-
lattens, and had lived apart, and wide off from esch otherin
diflerent paris of the natign, and had not met vntil now, for
some years. They appear to he about twenty years of age.
I notice they are mueh together. o

At three o’clock the guns were fired, and the moftitede
re-assembled, god were arranged ic bands by their interpre-
ters, and seated in a prest cirels on the ground. Thus ar-
ranged, the distribution of presents eommenced, which con-

tinued until near sun-down, when the sppegrance of & guat
mads it necemsary to postpone it, and what remained to be
done was deferred until to-morrow.
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The marner of condueting this business wag new to me,
and it wad interesting. By turning to the drawing of our
eouncil, Fou will see a square opposite our table, In this
the presents, on being brought from the store house, were
deposized. First, about twelve hundred knives—twn Lkegs
of tobacee, broken up and the iwista seperated. We began
with ihese. To every man and woman was given a knife.
This was the first present. They were taken round by the
interpreters and our agents, to each of whom a bend was al-
lotted. The Enives bolding ont, one was given alse to every
- youth. Hare were nearly seven hundred savage hands put
in possession of a knife, and by a single whoop, and the one
set of a single chief, we could have been secrificed in a twink-
ling. nder an attack so mudden, and every Indizn, or eve-
ry seven Indians, selecting their man, the work might have
been sccamplished before the military could have cocked
their guns, or even themselvez warded off the attacks upon
their own persons. The capture of Mr. Astor’s ship, the
Tonguin, and the murder of ber crew, occurred to me. 1
believe it happeoed thus:—Thisship had penetrated one huo-
dred and eighty miles above the Columbia river, and as far
g3 Chueen Charlotte’s sound, when her commander, in a traffic
with the natives, and in 2 fit of excitement, struck one of
them seross the face with an otter skin. They left the ship,
when she proceeded further. The nalives were seen oo the
shore. They gavm signn of a desire to trade.  The intarpre-
ter warned the commander—he recollocted the aet of his
having struck the Indian, and noticed the expreaszion of his
countenance, apd foresaw their design. His admanitions
were disregarded.  The Indiane came on basvd—e=changes
were effected, and oo signs were made of suffivient intelli-
gence to warn the captain io be upon his guard. A Mr
M+ Coy, a man well expericaced in the Indian character,
begged the captain to beware. It had no effect. INothing
indicated hostile intentions; and the Indians were abaut to
g0 on shore, when the chief turaing short about, as if he had
jorgoten something, told the captain they were well pleased
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with the treatment they bad received, and with the exehan-
ges that had been made, but added, they were going on shore
without a koife, and hoped this important artitle might he
added. The eaptain, not suspecting the design of these peo-
ple, ordered a Lnifa a-piece to be given ts them. Maan-
while they 20 wrranged themselves as to be uear each of the
erew, and on receiving the kuives, they immediately plung-
ed them into their hearts. Tao or three enly cscaped this
sudden magsacre, and they were aloft. They instantly, oo
noticing the catastrophe on deck, descended with the view
of getting below, and there arming themselves. They were
eut very much to pieces in their descent, but by tumbling
into the hatchoay, escaped with their lives. They were
pursaed; but fercing through into the arms-room, they clas-
ed the door, and fired amonp the Indians, and cleared the
deck. They were, however, incompetent to manage the
ship. [In this desperate eondition they eotieed the natives
on board, and when the ship was full of them, ons of the sr-
¥ivors, whose name was Lewis, fired the magazine, blew up
the ship, and destroyed all the Iadians who were on board,
and thua revenged the deaths of the erew, and died at the
seme moment with those upon whom he. wreaked this sumn-
Mary vengeance,

Nothing is mnore difficult, than for 2 persos ubacquainted
with the Indian character, to comprehend the workings and
purposes of the hearts of these people.  Their power consists
in great part in stratagem. But a thorough koowledge of
the Indian characier will enable any person to avoid al:u:l
elude the most of their plang. :

Heare we too were surrounded by koives, s most important,
indeed, indispensible implement with an Indian; butintruth,
my desr ***, thers was nothing (o apprehend. 1 believe oy
body leoked any the sharper ander this display of Lkaives,
except Ben, who has an jnnate dread of an Indian. My own
opiniot is, these poor fellows, having felt our bounty,wonld
have, to a man, died for us, We are parfect];r sale iz hav-
ing them rround us. They look upon us 29 henefictors and
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friends—and elthough a white men may now and then be
found base enongh to attack hkis beoefactor, I know no ins
stance in which an Indian ever did so.

Next to the Enivew, we seot round the tobacco-—every
man and woman, ard fhe widow’s badge, gota twist. Then
2 handkerchief; then calico for a shirt a-piece-—ihen cloth
for leggins—then & quarter of o yard of cloth for the auzeum
—then eloth for petticoats for the women—then blankets,
when the prospect of rain put a 2top to further issues,

I zoticed the effect each gift had on this expecting mulii-
tude as it was brought out from the store-house. . New joy
would sparkle in every eye. The little naked children
would ron sbeut almest fracgic; the squaws would utter
their exelamatory *‘nesws,”” which is peecliar to the women;
‘the boya and girla clap their hands acd toss themaelves about,
whilst the old men smoked ifway like steam engines. And
28 the dispensers of these gifts wonld go roond, every eye
walld fellow them, and with ao imploring look, when every
now and then a fear would manifest itwelf, lest they who
indulged it might be passed.  Amidst all this, the howling
of the dogs on the island testified their loneliness when lelt
by thelr inmates of the lodges, whilst some few, in gpite of
{he Indian methaod of keeping them at home, had swen over.
That mathod consists in tying a piece of wattap around their
necks, and putting sne of ihe fore feet of the dog through it
SBome of thoae, however, ventured to swim across with three
legs, and vatied the scene, by Furnishing to the little fellows
subjests to play with. .

Now pui all thess presents together—a knife—a plug of
tobacco—(these held cut to go roand double,) a handker-
chief—cloth for a poir of legging—some flinta-—a piece of
calico for a ghirt—the quarter of 2 yard of cloth; and to the
women, scme ribbands, and green and red worated, and you
will see, so far, what each received, except the blankets,
pnd these were only suffielently numerous for & supply to
the shiefs znd the cid women, and then think how muck
pleasure such a preseni would afford to the most ordinars
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menpizl In our part of the world. Yet, my dear *** tg
paked, friendless, and in all respeets, destitate people, who
never before saw such a collection of desirable things toge-
ther, the present gave more real joy, and will prove a mars
substantial bepefit, then waonld the arrival of an East India-
man tg snme pecple who are known to you.  Thus it iz, we
appreciate 2 gomd sonferred, not according fo its ccst, bat
aeeording #o ite value to ourselves, and our peed of it—and
if there be any ooe plessure on earth more pure then the
rest, it is that whish iz derived from feeding the hungry,
and clothing the naked, and in conferring beuefits on the
destitute, and making the miserable happy.

Among the articles io be given out to-day, will be fish-
hooks—an important jtere in the caislogue of Indian sup-
plies, 2t without thess they would often suffer morve than
they do for samething to eat. After a distrihution is made
of thess, we shall divide cur supply of pork and flovr among
all the bamds, and to every family. Forfanately, we have
2 large supply, which will ensbie those who are here io
make those glad who have remaived at their respectiva
lodges in every part of the country. The chiefs say they
never knew what it was to live belore. They-are all de-
lighted, and gre lond in their expressions of thankfulness,
Wa give cut for each person, big and Ilittle, three quarters.
of a pound of pork, and a pound of four, a day. How un-
like their cnstomary fare! Many weeks pass with this wretshe
2d population, in which oo day brings with it a full mealy
and often, and for davs together, they have not a mowthfal,
of any thing except roots, or berries. This hoa been & feast-
ing jubilee to nearly seven hundred Chippeways, and never-
will they forget it

Kich-e-wyn E’qua, I am glad to inform you, has every
prospect of getting well, exeept her bhindoess. Thera are
o sympioms mors [avoursble in regard to this than when I
wrote you last, except that now she is entirely relieved from
pain in her head,
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How beautifully did this seventh day of Avgest close!
Just 25 the sun went down, and in & clear sky, a heautifol
areh spanned the heavens in the east, rich througheut, from
its bases, which rested in the mountaing, and tinged the trees
amidst which they rested, with its glory, and with those
same colours which I have pe often Iooked at and admired
at home.  High up did this arch spriog, and fall sgainst the
sy, and where it will always be seen whilst the sun con-
tinues to set in the west. ‘This waa the first, and as we hope
to leave here the day after to-morrow, it will denbtless be
the laat bow I shall ever see at the Fond du Lac Superior,
or perhaps ever again, at g distance of more than two thou-
gand miles from home. I saw it fade ewny and diel—and
<could but regret that soy thing so lovely should be so eva-
nescent. The Chippeways eall it Ne-gua-gun, the sume
name they give to the pole which they bend over, and ta
which they tie their snare string,

Grood night—ever yours.

Bericon Fur Company’s extedfishunent, Fond du Loe,
HAugust #, 1826, T\ sum-rize, 56°
My Dear ** '
This is 2 beartiful morniog—and though there s
g0 much to enjoy in its loveliness, and in the fine wholesome
air that we hreathe here, I cannot but indulge the wish to
know haw gll are ai home. The time may arrive, perhapa,
vwhen, i the ingenuity of man shall continue to develope -
self as it has dons for the last twenty years, we may, i
twenty years more, ba abie in a few hoars, and throuzgh the
air, to pass over the extent of space that now separates me
from you all. - Cawper, I remember, referred to the period,
but wher, he did not venture to predict, when the ajr would
be the highwag of communication frain place to plice, and
the earth deserted by the travelling community. I do
not krow that this is mack mors uareasonable than a pre-
dietion would have appeared, if made fifty years ago, that
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irgvellers could be able at this time to go with certainty from
New York to Albany, in twelve hours; or that our cities
would be lighted with gas—or that such eities 25 Laxington
and Cineinnat] should take the place of the forests in the
time they have, and be whst they now sre.

There ia a pateh of wheat in the enclosure back of the
buildings, as shewn in the drawing, and T mention this
metsly to state that it is raised, not ta be ground, us we grind
wheat, for thers are no mills in this country, nor to be eaten
by being pounded into four, but for chickens® victuals, and
fo imention that it is ooly just now in full heading, It is
spring wheat—indeed all kinds of sowing must be made here
alter the winter 1a past. It is trae, it wis somvm a litfle later
thau it might have been, on sccount of a freshot which awept
over all this place last spring, and tarried away every thing
that could be floaied. The cattle took to the hills for safety,
but (ound nothing there to subsist upon. They returned to
the wvalley with lowing, and in presl distreas, bot found oo
reliel uatil the trees budded, when, to save them from perish-
ing, immense guantities were cut Jown, that they might feed
upon the young shoots. This sgme freshet, 1 believe | have
mentionsd, destroyed the wild rice—and this rrakas our isit
with the supplies we have brought with us, 50 opportune.
Wa are here at a moment of the utmoest nesd of the poor
Indiang, and being wmet at such 2 moment, they pot & corres-
poodiagly higher value on our presents. '

Every thing was put in motion early this merning. The
military in their fatigue dregg—the vovagetirs by the aides
of their canoes, with littie fires pear them ui which the gam
is melied, send up their smoke inte the brightuess of the
morning. The naise of hammers and saws, and the split-
tieg up of boxzes and making others, in which ic pack awsy
our supplies, all indicste & speedy embarkment. On the
istand toe, atd all over the vallay, the lodges have turned
ot their mahogany coloured population, and even the dogs
seere 1o prick up more fieveely their fox eers, and f¥isk ajout
with uncommaon animation, as if the bustle were undersiood

419



Bap TOUE T THE LAKES,

hy them toe. Every cance is out of the water, and by their
sidea are seen the squawe and little girls with their ccals of
Hre hetween split sticks, blowing them into heat, sod then
applying the fire on the gum along the seams of their tanoes
to soften it, wialst with the thuimb of the other haod, it is
pressed into the cracks which an exposure to the sun and air
bad oceasioned. This being done, nothing remained but o
recgive the flour and pork, unwrep the berk and mats from
the polez of their Jodges, roll them up, and step lightly into
their cances, and away. The men, amidst all this buste of
praparation, touch nothing—but all over the ground they
git smoking, or =stroll idiy about, thinking of nathing but
of the arrival of the kour when the promised drink of vrhis-
key is to be given, at the close of all.

How true it is, thet civilized and polished society may be
always fraced by the treatment the sex receives, These
ministering angels—heaven's best pift to man, in wham all
that iz delicale, and tender, and lovely, centre; to whom
man, i1 his improved and polished stete, tarps his ioplering
and fond eye in all his sorrows, and on whom he loves to
lawish hie hlegeings.—But these, among the ancivilized, are
the drodges—*the hewaers of wood and drawers of watar.”
What though they be nursing mothers, and display all the
interest which attaches to the fondness of o mother’a love,
yet upon them all mepner of burdens are imposed, and they
are the slzves, and oot the glory and bsppiness of man.
Give me back, give me back my bome—my cirels of “few
friends, and not wishing more.*—0, yes, speed the bark
that shall return me soon to the cirele thet iz 56 desr to me,
aed the absence from which I have pever for i rooment
ceazed to deplore. '

The hour for re-assembiieg the multitede srrived, and the
three guns haviog anneonced ity they came

*Trooping likes shiokens to the hewwe-wils’s call,™

from every direction—across the river, inte which the co-
noes were lifted in a twinkling; down the mountain sides—
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slong the picket fences, and soma from the buildings, where
they had been to watch ower the veluse of the tables, and
pick up what they could find. One mixed multitnde was
soon on the gronnd—and o sech confusion as to juetify the
belief that they mever could be arranged in any tolerable
order, But on being told that oIl the children, with their
mothers, were desired to be seated together, they socn dis-
eavered their resdiness to comply, aod the men, and those
of the women who had ae children, inclining one way, left
the mothers, with their charges, to take their places 28 they
were directed. Here was a sight worth sesing. At least
two hondred nsked children, some tied with strings, and
others with the tender roots of the cedar, to the fastenings
of their mothers’ petticoats—ahout fifty of them at their
mothers' breants, and fifty more erying, whilst their mothers
were ell buay in their endesvours to hush inta some zort of
quiet this tumult, which was heightened by the howling of
the dogs at the lodges cn the island, and whoss ories were
ogeagioned from being left there by their swners. A partial
quiet having been secured, i€ was agreed to give to esch of
these little naked foresters 2o muoch calico as wonld make it
& shirt; and to every one of them, sccordingly, this present
was made, and which was more theo nineteen-twentieths of
their mothers and fathers had ever had in their Jives, or even
g0 much as geen.  Thes it was, the “necw’’ was heard from
fifty mouths at a time; and then actieks were eat by the lit-
tle fellows who coold rue at all, or even stand. Some, oo
receiving the eslico, would tie it round their pecks, and gal.
lop round their mothers with it, snd getting it fangled
round their legs, wrould fall down, end kick, and cry, when
their mothers would resch after theim, and takisg them by
their feet, or their arms, pull them in, brush off the dirt,
and quiet them, when they would go sgain, delighted with
the appearines of the red and white calico. Seme wonld
tie it rousd their waists, and make & aseh oot of it, whilst
the litile onew, attracted by the gaiety of the colowrs, wonld
let go their sources of mourishiment, and turn their eyes
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roond, and reach out their little haods aod pull their present
first this way, end then that, but not more ignorant of whet
the gilt was intended for, than were their mothers. If the
interpreters had not explained the use of the calico, it is very
certair it would not have been understood. Every face twas
gladdened into = smile, and every eye sparkled, and this
mace wo little shaw; for there is something in an Indian’s
eye that glisions always, but oo being lit up with apy new
or joyfal feelings, it grows brilliant.

And now, tag, the jeselry was distributed. Every wo-
man got a ring with a stone set in i, and a crosa af glass,
and almost every child; whilst to the chiefs and FOULE Ten
were disiributed gorgeis and silver brooches. 1t was our
ohject, if pomsible, ta rske every heart glad by 2 present of
semething, and to pasy none by.

Nert came the powder, and lead, and shot, and these
were nearly the lasy things that were given out, and this
wes the language of this present, “We have given you such
things a3 we heve for present use.. We have fed you daily.
You will, as you have beea told, have provisions distributed
to take home with yen. This present is to enzble you to
supply your wants after we shall have left yow.*? Perhaps
they so understood it _

It is not possible, my dear **%, to give you any adequate
description of the joy that has been fmparted to hundreds of
weatherbeaton, friendless, starving, nakea humen baings,
Yes, fiternen beings; for, after all, they ere just like ouor-
selves, and had it plessed God that you and I shouid have
been born and brooght up as these poor ignorant savages
have been, we should have been in all respects such as= ihey
ate, even to the dirt, {the least exeusable exception which I
take to their, as there i3 plenty of water) which io any
quantity attaches to them, Yes, they are haman beings;
and thers is oot sn Indian here who might net =y, and
truly,

¥ wrax bors of wonen, and drew pilk
A3 sweer as charily frdm bunan breasts,
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1 think, srticulute, | laagh apd waep,
And exersdie all fanstions of 2 man.

Picrca my rrin,
Teke of the crimaon stream naandtlog thera,
Aud catschica 1t well;—apply the glao,
Eenrob i, tod prove now i1t he nod bload
Congenial with thioe ommg aed 10 ba,
What edge of mbtlaty eaal thow mppa
Keen enovgh, wive and skilflol s they art,
To cut the link of brotherhoad, by which
Gue eommon Mabar bowed me te the klsd.™

Ii will cot do, 1y dear **%, and in your heart I knoe I
have a full respones, to think of thess hapless beinge in any
light except that which discovers our obiligations fo them.
These are deep and lasting as their own pative hills, and
whilst the name of this blessed land of liberty remaing, thie
ohligation will continne to be binding. Say of it what we
may, refine upon our rights aa we choose, talk of the inade-
quacy of the aboziginal ovwwoer to turn his vast dominions o
profitable zecount, still 1 will repeat, in the langoage of the
eloquent avthar of the British Spy, “Fhis coundry war
once theire.” 1 will say nothing of our baving Sougdt it;
all that is pretty well nuderstood. :

Wherefare is it then that we pause ower the adoption of
a fuet and generous policy, as if there were asapciated with
it vome fell disaster? And that, too, at the expense of such
wretehedoess, and 50 many lives; for every winter horries
away before its blasts into eternity, and gives them its
sisnowe Tor their winding sheets,” hundreds of this very
frike, whose mizery I have witnessed and deplored. Is
there oo responsibility here? Ooe spirited and just act,
followed wp by vigorous meatures, would, in a few years,
discherge cur debt to the fragments of tribes that yei sur-
vive, TYes, it is possible to place them in a condition in
whith they may be prosperows and happy,  And what more
noble sct, ¥ will ask, couvld this government perform? In
what could the representatives of this free and generous
pecple honour thomeelves mora? The question is asked to
this day, and in Europs, *“Why does sot Ainerica save the
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remnant of iis Tndian papuiation?” I koow, toe, this ques-
tion has been engwered by another, “Why doss not Eng-
land reform and civilize her Gipeies?” But I see uo reason
why our Indians should be peglected, bocavse Eungland has
a “hard-faring race™ in the heart of her population. I
see,”? paye Cowper, in reference to these Gipaies,

[ nee a columm of alpwr rising smoke

DFertop the lofty treod, that skivte the wild.

A vagabond and opelens tribe thars axt

Thelr miserable menl. A kettle, slung

Betwean twa poles wpon 2 etickk transvemss,
Becelves the norsel=—=Aesh obacens of dog,

Or vermin, or af hert of eoclk purlein’d

Erow his weenstym™ pereh.  Hard-faring raze!
They plek thair fpel cut of av’ry hadge,

Which, kindled with dry leaves, just anres uoquench'd
Tha wpark of life. ‘The sportive wind blow wide
Thelr fuct*ring rage, apd shows a wway skin,
The vellozn of the pedigres they claln.

Greot skl have they in palmisiy, and more

To cotjurt tlesn sorwy the gold they taneh,
Cobveying worihless dross lito it plaoe;

Loud when they beg; dumb aoly whan they bl
Soange! That w ereators vational, snd eagt

In bamss mould, should brualiza by ohaics

His namre; and though capable of arts,

By which the world might profit, snd bims#f,
Salfhanish'd from socisty, prefer

Srch poalid eloth o hooorahle taili®

I think our Indiane superior in moral qualiiies to this
self-secluded, wandering ctass of the popualation of England;
to these

“Houmless rovers of tve sylvun wild.”

These zppear to me to have less claim upon the sympathies
of our nature, sinee they are voluntary, whilst our Indiens
are involuntary snfferers. The one has language, and exam-
ple, and facilities for improving their comforts; the other
has neither. )

The hand of the government has never been either feli or
seen bhefore in this quarter; and I rejoice te think that the
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firgt array of bayonets that was ever refiested in these
streams, will be returned unstained with blood; and that so
many hearis have been made glad by the kindness which
our government put it in our power to shew to thess poor
aufferara.

In the afterooon the bande were directed to send for fheir
pork and flour.  The four isio bags, and the pork in half
barrels, Every ooe was told he should bave a8 mueh as he
could carry; end the promise was literally fulflled, They
ssscmbled at the doer of the store-houss, with straps of deer-
#kin in their hands. These they would fasten round a bar-
rel of pork, or & bag of flour, and liftlag it upsn their backs,
pass there round their forebeads, snd walk off to their ca-
noes with ity and having stosred it awsy, come for more,
Even the old woman who sat in conneil, came by me laden
in this way, bont forward with inverted toes, and smiling ws
she passed, feeling the burthen of her years and her pork to
be beth light, though both were in reality heavier than they
had ever beeo hefors, This great stove was not quite dis-
posed of this evenimg, the vesidue is to be given cut in the
morwing, when ihe drink of whiskey is to be distributed.
This is to be the last gift—and oever before was & gift so
long coming. It is that upon which they have been resting
their hopes so long; and it has been a0 long deferred that
their very hearts ara sick.

This ia my last night 2t the Fond du Lac. Thermometer,
sun-down, G5

Hearven preserve you.

American Pur Company®s exfablishment, Food oy .Iac,%
Jug. by S M T, sunerize, 425,
Mx Dear ***

By cight ¢’clock we shalt be ofti There is some-
thiag of loneliness visible all round me tlready. MNothing
yemains now of the Indian lodges but their frames; families
of Indiuna zre all ower the river in their deep laden cances;
wemerana dogs ere gallopping along the shores hewling



