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PIONEERING IN THE WISCONSIN LEAD REGION,

EY THEODCORE ROLOLF.'

On the first day of April, 1584, Ttook passage at St. Louis
‘on a neat liktla steamer, the name of which I cannot racol-
lect, but whick was a regular npper Mlssissippi paclat
whosa deatination was (alens, the commarcial metropolis
ol the northwestorn lend mines, which were rapidly grow-
ing in extent and importanee. My object iz underfaking
this voyage was t¢ explore the yet comparatively new
country in quest of a suitable heme for my mother and har
family. Wehad ascended the Mississippi from New Orleans
to avold the yellow fever; and passed the winter of 1833-34
at 8t Louis, where we had formed pleasant aconaintances
and friendships amopg the French settlers who st that
‘time const!tuted the majorify of the population. Among
those, wo were particularly well received by the family of
John Pierre Bugunion Gratiot, ¢ whom we bronght strong
letters of recommendstion, and by Messrs. Pierre Chon-
tean, Joho P. Cabanne, Chenier, and others,

Gratiot’s fathar, Charles, was born at Lausanne, on Lalo
Goneva, Switzerlend  The family, Prench Hegueenots, were

' Theadors Bodolf wea barn in the Caoton of Aargan, Switserland,
October ¥, 1816: Lo died at La Croms, Wis., Fobroaey 12 1892, Mr. Ea-
dolf waz o greduate of the coliege of Akrdn, and was fora time s atudend
at the Universlty of Zurich, As siated o hls opeative, be came Lo Anerica
when rsrentesn yeara of age, aod eetilad in La Fayette Coouty, Wis, In
1852 ha was appeinted recsiver of the land ofice in La Croosse. He was a
prasidantlal slactor in 1884; a member of the state assembly jn 1568 and
1870, a0 during the ssme period weaa mayor of Ea Crosss.  Mr, Rodoli's
raminiscsnres wera wreitben in 1825 gt the ingtance of the pragaot Editor,
whae consentad to their Argt publestlon as o »erdal, in the La Crosss
Chronfels in May and June of that year,.— Ko,
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obliged to amigrate at the iime of the revocation of the
edict of Nantes by Louis XIV., aud settled in Switzerland,
where many other French exiles found a refuge and se-
cerity from roligious persecution. When gquite s young
man, however, J. P. B. Gratiot found hie way to 8t Louis,
then & small French settlement, entered the service of the
Norihwestern Fur Company, married Miss Choutean, and
made 8t. Louis hle permanent home, becoming wealthy.?

Gratict had a considerahls Interest in the lead mines.
He possessed mines as well as smelting furnaces, snd in-
tended %0 movs his family to Galena so apon 88 spring had
fairly opened, and he persvaded us t¢ g0 up with him and
Lis family to the lead mines, saying thab the climate of St
Louis was axcocdingly uohsalthy in summar aod that the
Novthwest Tarritory, in addifion to health, wonld give ws
an opportunity to select n home more congenial to our
jdeas and hablis than a residence in a slaveholding siate.
My father was cpposed 1o golog into ths wilderness; but
to 18 boys, ¥isione of a life & la " Robinson Crusoe” danced
before cur imagination and we were delighted with the
ides. My father had some business matters to setila In
New Orleans, after which he promised to join ws in our
new bome. He descended to New Orleans, but never came
back. That pummer he fell a viotim to yellow fever, and
was buried there.

My father's brother and only living near relative on big
#ide, then gquits a youhg man, baving graduated st the Uni-
versity of Heidelberg, had concluded to join us in our emi-
gration, and he and [ were selecied to make the voyaga of
exploration.

The boat on which we embarked was a clean snd som.
fortable craft, a high-pressure steamer, whose puffing could
be heard miles abead. The cobin was plainly bub sub-
stantially furnished, and kept very clean, There were no
stste rooms; but two tiers of bunks, containing the beds,

1820 E, B. Washboroe's biographical eketeh of Hatiry Gratiot, and inci-
Adentally of Charles, the foundsr of the houss, and the other membees of
the family, in Wis. Higl. {'olla., x, pp. 236-8%60—ED.
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ran along tha sides of the boat and were separated at night.
ifrom the saloon by curtsine. The fare was subatantial,
plentiful, and good, and the officers were pleasant and
gentlemanly; all the arrangemants ware mwore parfest than
I had antiripsted.

1 had devoted mest of my time during the winter toc the
sindy of the Englizh langoage, 50 that I was able te carry
on & conversabion with ouwr fellow passengers. Besides,
there were several geptlemesn from (Galens on board — mer-
chants and business men reforning bome after having
pasgad the winter at 3t Lougis — Swiss and Germans with
whom I conld converss in French or German, and from whorm
I gathered valuable and interestlng informaiion about the
celebrated lead mines of Illinois and Wisconsin. Our prog-
ress was rather slow. There being no opposition lines or
competition, the boats did not enre to overtax their capac-
ity of speed; beaiden, they stopped at every landing place
cn the river, loading or unloadicg, or taking on wond, an
that a journey of eight days from 54 Lonis to Galena was
considered a very Iair trip.

Ona morning we stopped at a place called Louisiana In
Miszouri, to take on wood, I do not konow whether it was
at the exact place where the present city of Loniaiana
now is, but it canoot be far from it About haif & dozen
log emblins, surrounded by rsil fences, eomposed the place.
Axn incident took place bere, which has loft & lasting im-
prassion on my mind, it being s¢ antirely novel to ma, and
the first characteristle trait of frontier life that had yet
come t¢ my personal knowledge, There came on board a
gaont, tall man who addressed the gentlemen in the esbin,
gaying that he and hiz family had come out here with the
intention of malkiag e permacent home; that they ware,
bowever, all taken sick with fever apd ague; thai they
weare anxious t¢ return ko their Eastern home, baing con-
vineed that they could not live here, They had, hawever,
no mosns to go bacl, but that he owned » lot with a cabin
on i, with some iwmprovements, and that he wished 1o sell
the same to raise money enough 0 enable him to go East.
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Ee proposed to raffle his property at 83 a ticket. He would
piace in a hat twenty-five ticleis, numbered from 1 to 25,
ond of the ticketz marked “prize;” and te whoaver drew
the prize he would deed the place, The deed, already £xe-
cuted ijo blank, he had with him, Every passenger that
felt himsel! ahle took a ticket, and the settler thus placed
about twenty of them. Five were not taken, but the pas-
sangors allowed these fiva tickets to remain in the hat as
belonging to the settler. I, as the FOUDgest passsnger on
hoard, was seglected to draw the tickets out of the hat. I
drew as many tickets as were sold, but the prize was not
drawn, it being among the five unsald tlekets voted to the
settler. 8o he got his pay for the tickets sold, and won
hin place back again. Y believe everybody was well pleased
with the result. Nobody desired the men’s home; all that
we desired was t0 help the poor map to raise the mezns
to return to hiz Eastern home. Whethey after thla he got
bettar and dacided to stay in Louisiana, or whether he ac-
tually left the country, I never knew, bulb it showed the
kind heort and the generosity of the Weatern people which
fifty years ago were more common traits thao at the pres-
ent time,

After passing Keckulk, then s very small sattlement, and
nearing Roclk Island, we found the shores lined with large
numbers of Tndians, These were the remnants of the Sacs
anpd Foxes who, under the lead of Black Hawl, had lately
waged war against the settlers, and, having been defested
at the battle of Bad Axe, bhad returned to their homes,
previous to their removal west of the Mississippi. They
were peaceable, and c¢aused ne more trouble alterwards.
They were the first Indians I had yet seen living in their
awnh satilement. Dauring our stay I St. Louis very few had
vigited the eity, but tha effect of their intercovrse with the
pals faces was already visible in their behavier, by adopt.
ing some of the lowest vices of thelr new peguaintnoces
and losing thet loftiness oi character with which Peni-
more Cosper has endowed his savage heroes. These fol.
lowera af Black Hawk showed, a5 yoet, oo effoct of contami-
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nation; they !mpressed ma as being, physiczlly, a superior
raco, and their stoicism and imperturbability were sston.
iching. We visited Fort Avmstrong, on the island, and
then continued ogr irip up stream,

It is nseless for me to describe the magnificent scenery
that preseoted itealf to our view all along the river. Tt
waE more pletoresquns and charming than st the present
day, bacause it was siill in its natural glory. The villares
and embryo cities were small, often slmple landing places,
giving, however, indicaticns of ths future growith and im-
provements which have made the stetes of Illincis and
Towa the great and prosperons commonwaslths we find them
toe-day.

On the morning of the Bth of April, 1834, wae entered
Fever River, & amall atream which emptles inke the Mis-
sissippl from the east, steamed up that river about six
miles, and landed safely at Galena, which was at that time
the most important clity of the northwaest. The day was
clear and bright, and Galena, built aa it waz upon the side
of s hill, the streets forming terraces one above the other,
presented a mosh piciuresque view, far superior to anything
I had expected to find in & country which but & faw yesrs
hefore was almost unknown te civilizatlon and had but re-
contly emerged from the horrors of aerus] Indisn war, IE
was » most pleasant surprise. The sountry arcund Galens
for a distance of forty or fifty miles anst and north wos
dotted with crude log furnsces for smelting the mineral,
the producis of all of which bad to be hawled by teams to
this port for shipment dowa to 5i Lounis, from which plsce
it found its way all over the couniry. This-industry gave
employment to & large number of people. The prineipal
shippers at the time of my arrival were William Hemp-
staad, Messrs. Henry and Nathan Corwith, Campbell &
Bmith, Moorehonse, and many others. Thare wera sevaral
stores in the town, with well assorted stocks of goods, sult-
able %z supply the wante and neeessities of the seltlers and
miners thronghowt the conntry, and the volume of business
transactions was surprising.
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We delivered our letters ic the friends of Mr. Gratiot,
and aftar resting a few days started on ofir exploring ex-
pedition under the load of James G. Boulard, the acguaint-
anca of whose mother we had made at 5t Louis, and o Mr,
Guoss, the business agont of Mr. Gratiot. We left Galena
on & bright morniag on horseback to visit Col. Henry Gra-
tiot. a brother of J. P. B. Gratiot, at Gratiot's Grove, which
lies about twenty miles portheast of Galona, within tha
Yines of Wisconsin, The road led throvgh a very fine coun-
iry, niteruately prairie and hill, erossing Fover River, which
we had to ford. The Faver Is a large creek rather thac a
river, and 13 not navigable above Galena, and thera only
duying high water in the Migsiagippi, which canses the slaclk
water to everfiow all low lands.” Duaring low water it was
& most arduon= and slow undertaking to bring boats up to
the city, and often guiie impossible.

An old Caradlan voyageur informed me thst the name of
the stream wea " Rivitre aux Féves,” or " Bean river,” owing
1o ths large smount of wild beans growing along ite banks,
from which it was corrupted to Fever River. This name
is calculated to do lnjury to the climate of the country, for
1 never heard that fevers were prevalent along the stream,
and Gelena has aiways been considered a healthy place.

‘Weo paased through Couneil Hill, Benton, New Diggings,
ang other small setilements. Oo every side we saw scores
of men digging and prospecting for mineral, and windlasses
in operation. Towards evening we renched Gratiot's Grove,
and wers hospitably rocaived and entertained by Mrs. Gra-
iiot in the aksence of her husband, the cclonal.

Gratiot's Grove presented even at this early season a
mosi charming prospect; as it appeared s month later, I
have pever seon it surpassad in Wisconsin, Before us lay
a rolling prairie, bounded on tha sorih by the Blue Mound
about thirty miles distant, apd axtending east to the Peclka-
tonica River, whose eourae aould be fraced faintly by wooded
hilla; the prairie was bognded on the south and west by a
magnificent grove of oaks, the destruction of which had
baen, however, already hegun, as the voracious smelting
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fornaces mercilessly elaimed the eacrifice of the splendid
treea which were the pride and glory of tha “Grove.”

From {his first visit dated our close frigndship with the
family of Henry Gratiot. Mrs. Gratiob was a sister of
William Hempstead, commission merchani, and Charles
Hempstead, a diztinguished lawyer of Galena. She was &
lady of cultivated mind and great firmness; spdowed with
the kindest of feelings, bemevolent, and a devoted wila and
mother. A youthtul friendship sprang up between tha
children at home with their mosher and myself. I particn-
iarly remsmber Sussp, sfterwards Mre, Kimball; Adaéle,
pfterwards the wife of E. B, Washhurne, who with such
gignal success later filled the difficult position of minister
t¢ Prauce during the Franco-Prussian war, Many pleas-
ant hours we spent together, and although after the deaih
of Colonel and Mrs. Gratict we have not often met, y&t the
recollection of those early days lingers ss one of the green
gpota in my mamory. The last time I saw Mre. Washburne
was ab the funeral of Gov. Cadwallader C. Washburna,
Hince then she and her husband have both gone to their
last home, like many others of the pioneers.

The nexi morning we visited the settlement of the
"Grove, " the stores, warehonse, and smelting works. The
latter were of the most primitive character, and a very
large percentage of the lead was lost in the operatioo. I
also visited the school, wherato my surprize I found 2 small
class of country boys atudying Latin apd Greel, besides
the common branches tanght in the primary schocls. None
of tha boys could have besn over filieen or sixteen yeara
of age, The schoolmaster, I thinkt his name was Cubbags,
made them read and parse for my benedit in Cleors’s Orae
tions and Homer's Tliad.

We were informed that Henry (Gratiot was in the woods
on the Peekatorica Biver, getting out timber to be foated
down the river to Wolf's Creelr and then up that stream to
8 placae afierwards koown as Gratiot, for the purpose of
bullding & flour mill, the first in that section of the coun-
fry. So we resnmed our Jovrney and followed a track
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mada by “ gucker” feams hauling lead from Hamilton’s set-
tlement, the smelting works of William 8, Hamiiton, to
Galena, » distavce of some forty miles, During the summex
months, when the prairies were covered with their luzuri-
ant earpets of green, people from ihe adjoining state of
Illinois would come up into the mines, with their ox-teams
of five or six or more yokes of oxen, to do all the heavy
teaming, hauling the load from the furnaces to Galena, &
distance of forty or fifty miles, campiog ut nights, and
sleeping in their wagons. Thay brought t]}glr own provi-
gions with them, and the prairies furnished feed for their
cattle, The more frugal and hard-working men saved all
the money they could. Dut as seon as the flrst frost killed
the grass in the fall, they started for their home, t¢ reap-
pear in the spring.  The people called them " suckers ™ he-
canga they appeared in the spring and disappeared in the
fall Yike the mucker flah.

From Gratict's Grove until we reached the Peckatonica,
a distanee of about twenty miles, we did not meet a humsn
being. It was ton early vet for “sucker " teams,’ nor did
we pass any settlement, house, field, or tree. What aston-
ished us most was the utter absensa of game. With the
exception of & plover or a ¢urlew, and an occasionsl pral-
ria chkicken, the prairie appearad as devoid of living beings
ag the desart of Bahara. In a few weelis later, when spring
bad fairly eet in, a most wondarfol change was manifeat. The
vaat praivie, ws far as the oye cowld reach, was clothed with
& carpet of the richest green, interspersed with gorgeous
wild Bowers of brilliant hues of red, blue, and yellow, in
fact of every color of the rainbow — reminding cne of the
garden of Eden, as our youthful fancies never fail to paint
it for us. 1 could not then realize that in & fow montha the
ice king would ruihleasly destroy and bury undar a depth
of three or four feet of srow 8ll that glory and magnifi-
cence. Towards sundown we reached the Pockstonics, »
handacme stream of clear water winding its slow and very

! Meaning teams from Illpcis. — Exn.
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crooked eourse around hilla snd through open prairie, ina
sontheasterlyidirection, to its junction with the Rock.

Here we dtruck ihe first settlsment we had seen or reached
that day. A squatior nomed Hastings had boilf himsgelf e
Ingz eabin znd cuthouses, and lived thers with his family,
keeping a sort of tavern. The village of Riverside is now
built whera this lopely cabin stood fifky-five years ago. Wa
enquired of Hastings where we eould find Gratiot, and be
informed ns that he was #cross the river in the timber. Wa
roda on abont oneg and a half or two miles till we stroelk the
fording place. Croassing the river, which in the spring was
very high., we for some distance had to swim cur horses,
We crossed In safety, and this being my first adventure of
that nature [ greatly enjoyad the movelty. We then rode
along the bottom and soon haard the sournd of the wood-
choppers’ axes, aod guided by them found the camp, shortly
after sundown, and were most cordially received by Colenel
Gratiot.

Thera was no flonr mill within forty or ffty miles, and
Gratiot and Curtis concluded to buaild one zbout six miles
from this camyp upon Well Creel, whero an excellent water-
power was available, The timber cut in the bottom was
frst foated dewn the Peckatonica to the mouth of Woll
Creek, then towaed up that stream to this plake, whish after-
ward grew into & village called Gratiot, snd which for more
than thirty years was the residence of my oldest brother
Frederick.

We were thorouzhly tired, bungry, and wet after cross-
ing the *ivar. Not having bad s monthful to eat since
morning, the men horried wp supper for us. RBitting befora
B large fire outside of the tent, we zoon succeeded in drying
purselves, and were prepered to do ample justice to our
meal, which consisted priocipally of roasted potatoes, corn-
bread, and catiisb canght in the Peclaionica.

After aating, wa crept into onr tant and had a delightful
rest till morning, which brolee clear and pleasant, although
I thought I heard distent thunder. I was greetly aston-
ished as I could see no clouds or any indiestion of & storm.



1834-48.] FIONEERING IN WISCONSIN LEAD REGION., 347

I was informed the thunder 1 heard was the dromm ing mada
by the cock pheasant, {0 ¢all around him his female com-
panions.

After brealifast wo started to visit Willlam 5. Hamilton'
at Fort Hamllton or Hamilton's Diggings, now called Wiota,
Henry Gratiot sccompanying us.  Passing through seme
fine timber lands, and then over more rolling prairies, we
reached Fort Hamilton by & circuitous zoute, towards even-
jng, and found Hamilton at homa. Although I did not sx-
pact ta find n s0lid, strong, imposiog steaetuare, such as I had
gean on tha Bhing, nor s residencs such a3 a colonel com.
manding a fort might be expetted to ocoupy, yet I confess
1 had all romance taken out of me when I found the fort
congisted of two small log cabins, copoected with each
othar by an open srea, coverad by elapboards.

The temporary defansss which had bean erected during
the Black Hawk War, a short time previous, had been re-
moved, and nothing remained that would particularly ra-
mind one of scenes of blood and murder. The doors had
o bolis or loaks but simply & latch-string hansing ont;
the single opening In each cabin, intcnded for a window,
bhad, if T remembere rightly, ne glasa. The furaitare corre-
sponded with the building: & rude bedstead with seme blan-
kets and buffalo robes for bedding, an oalea table, some
wooden stools, and 8 few shelves flled with books, among
which & fine quarie adition of the works of Voltaire, printed
in Paris, sttracted my particular attention. The eolonsl
had been a French scholar, but his loog residence in the
Par West, and his settlement at thia place since 1828, to-
gether with his busy life ae a smelter, left him no time to
eultivate literary tastes; yot he was still abla to earry on a
converaation iz Freoch on ordinary topics with me. I had
picked up sufficient English to help out when we both were
embarrasged. I forgot to meotion that Hepry Gratiot and
James G Sculard both apeke the French language per.

189p0 Wis. Hist. Cofla,, 2ii, p, 270, for gkateh of Col, William Stephen
Hamwilion— Bo.
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fectly well, that having bean tha nafive languars of their
parents.

Bamiltoa's Diggings presented not nearly as handsame
or pleasing a prospect as Gratiot’s Grove. The hills were
nearly bare of trees, having beeo cut down ¢ feed the for-
nates; and althongh the mound at Balmont, the Platte
Mound, and the Blue Mound formed the frame of tha pano-
rama, yet the view was not so extended and charming as
from Gratiob's. Liis true there were more settlemsnts and
tuitivated fields in view, buoi the praivie was cut up by nu-
merous mineral holes, piles of dirt, sand windlaszas, which
marred tha beaunty of the landseaps, bat showed groat activ.
ity and induatry.

It is to this fort that the sattlers and mirers fled for pro-
tection during the Black Hawk War. It is from here thai
Henry Dodge started with his little band of volonieers to
fizht tha battle of Peckatonica on the Lfth day of Juna,
1882, in which avery one of the savages was killed in a
hand-to-hand fight. The settlers lost three killed and one
wounded. With many of the survivers I was intimately
acquainted.

At the time of my visif, the bleclthouse aod defente cra-
ated two years before had disappeared; only the dwelling
part Temainad, being neither botter nor worse than sny
other log eabin. No fraveler would have suspected thab
any military camp or fort had, such a short time hefore,
occupied the place. All the romance or pomp of war had
vanished as by enchaniment, and the mineral holes, the wind-
lasses, log furnaces, and ox teams reminded us that the
only war now oarried on was one of work —labor and In-
Augtry against natnre-—Ifor the purpose of raising the
hidden treasure of mothar earth.

The next few days, having bsen joined by Hamilton, we
extended our explorations in all directions, hunting for &
place suitable to make a sottlement. About foor or fiva
miles zouthwaest of Fart Hemilton, san old man samed Laot,
and his son Haman, bad settled on the banl of the Paola-
tonice River some years age, before the land had been sue-
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veyed by the United States. He was a regular squatter, a
typical bachkwoodaman. He had broken and fenced in &
tew acres of land, built a log housa for himself and another
ohe for his son, alsy the necessary log stables, eribg, and a
good spring house. He owned a span of horses, and 3 dozen
or more of cows and other cattle, hogs and chickans —in
fact everything hecessary to start a farm, but he did not
seern to be very industricus nor fond of work. He devoted
mere Hme to trapping and hunting then to farming, and
sodid his sop. His nearest neighbors north were Hamilton's
settlemant about fiva milss distant; an the east, not a vestige
of a habitation cogld be aeen or was knewn for miles. On
the west, the nearest setilor was Hastings, across the river
some five miles; but on the sonth, a faw miles away, J. B.
Sehaltz, a Pennsylvanis German, had lately made his homa,
with hiswife and children,’ and % wils ¢r so farther Staphen
Armstrong and his wife had located. The old man Lot felt
that ha was getting crowded, and therefore desired to move
farther west, where he would bave more room for his pur.
guits. He was well known to Gratict and to Hamilton, and
to Lis place we went with & view of buying his elaim, if it
auiled and weo could agree. We lett the whole matter to our
frisnde, neither my unele nor I feeling competent to expreas
any opinion. The result waz that we bonght the place with
all his stoek of horses, cabile, hogs, and implements for my
mother. Idonot remember what the considaration was, bui
I was satised with the bargaio, the location being quite
pleasing.

The heuses wers built uwpon & hill and stood in the midat
of several aeres of caltivated land. To the easat wasa river-
bottom field of aboub the same size. In front the Peck-

1'The Higfory of La Foyette Connty (Chicago: Weatern Historlansl Co.,
1881), p. 502 “In 1833, J. B. Schuitz and Pater Corish eettled io the
town (Gratiot}: OFf Mr. Behults it iy velated that ke was an honorable and
gensroua-hearted bat fire-eatiog Kentucklan, whe taught his shildrem to
flght on the slightcat inwalk againet thel: hosor, or sXpect & gourd dzob-
bing from him if ther did net He was & highly reapected eltizen, nod
lived here wany yeara*'— Bn,
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atonica flowed past. forming a large and picturesque hand
horderad by 4 row of willows into which a good-sized cresk
emptied its clenr and transparent waters, up which the
troud could ba seen swimming, On the northwest a fine
grove of oaks and elms completed the picture.

O course Lot coald glve no title to the land, a5 he had
none; it was not yat in market. But it had just been sur-
vayed by the United States surveyors, and it appearad that
he had settled on the corner of four quarter sections, so
that when the land came io be ofiered for sale wo had the
chance of salecting whatever portion we desired. Of course
1had not the slighiest kuowledge of the United States laws
regplating the sntries and sala of pubiic lands, but trusted
implicitly +o our friends ihat all was right; and relied on
the promise of Lot that he would prove up his claim when
the proper fime came, and that he would remain on the
placa until my mother and family cama up from St. Louis
to talte possessicn. After all things had been properiy
and satisfactorily arranged, Colonel! Hamilten left for his
home, and we started on our return journey 1o Gratioit's
Grove.

Hamilton was 5 man ¢of enliure, active, and anterprising.
Although he had lived for many years among the roughest
and bardest class of men, the miners apd adventorers of
early daye, he retained and exhibited, when he so desired,
the polish of hie early trairing. In stature he waa of me-
dium haight, stout, well built, and of robuat health, abla to
bear the hardships of fromtier life. During the Black
Hawk War he had exhibited !great courage and remdered
valuable servicas, He was the jruuugest.‘ son of Alezander
Hamilton, the father of Federalism, and had¢ imbibed his
father's political principles. Soecially he was pleasant, but
not commuuicative, and left the impression of & rathercold
and distani man. He emigraied to California afier the dis-
covery of the pold mines and fhare died.

Wa epent nuother pleasant day with Henry Gratiot and
hig family, at the Grove. Gratlot had abandoned the buesl-
neszk of sweliing and mining, 10 dervcie hiz time %o faTming



1834-48.] PIONEERING IN WISCONSIN LEAD REGION. 35T

and land trepsfers; besides, his official duties as Indian
agent required a good deal of his time. He was & man
of fine appesrance snd carriare, gilted wiith rare suarity of
manners, Which won the confidence and respect of all with
whom ha ¢ame o contaet.  His probity was proverbial. His
open, straightforward dealing with the Indiana had won him
the friepdship of all the 1rlbes then lnbabiting the lead
mine region. Seversl times the chiefs had saved his life,
even from tho Saes snd Foxes, and he was enabled to uso
his influence for the benefit and protection of the zettlsrs,

There was a marked coutrast betwean him and Hamilton,
The latter was 2 keen, shrewd business man, mosily de-
vroted to money-maaking ; rather anseccazsiul in this, bat de-
Teloping all the smartnhaess of a real Yankes in trade. Gra-
tiot, on the other hand, was open-hesrted, frank, almost
indifferent to gain, devoted to his family, looking wpon the
acquisiticn of riches not as the prime objest of life, buot
simply as the means to suceessfully carry out his nndertal-
Ings, to provide for his famiiy, and to assist friends and
nelghbors. One showed the characteriatica of English an-
cestry, while in the other could easily be traced the dis-
tingnishing traitz of the French.

The death of Gratiot, which cecurrad two years sfter my
firat acquaintance with him, while on his return from a
visit to his brother, Gien. Charles Gratict, Jr., 8t Washing-
ton, was a great loss to this section of the country and he
was universally regretted and moacned.

Un our return to Galend we found that my mother’s
family had arrived from 5t Louis and were the guasts of
Mrs. Adile Gratiot,' who had also ¢come up with her family,
and occupled & very pleasant and convenlent residence,
which her husband had built for her. We aequalnted them
with our purchase, and it was decided that we should move
upon our land as soon a5 possible.  Mesowhile, the weather
had changed, snd enow and rain fall, as veeal in April, and

18%se 'Mre. Adéle P Gratiot's Narrative,'' in Wz Hict Callr., x,
pp- Hil-275. She was the wite of Joba F. B, {iratiot.— En.
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the streets in Galena were tnrned into regular sloughs, he-
eorming almost impassable. The soil being purs clay, the
mud was knee deep, and whosver was obliged to cross the
streeta had to tuek hiz trousers into his bootlegs, Our
time was wmostty oecupied in unloading our household goods,
which had been brought up from Bt Lowis, and were stored
in the loft of & warshouse.

In all my travels through the minas I had not met & sin-
gle German or German-speaking miver or settler. In the
city, however, thera were a number of German or Bwiss
gentlamen doing bosiness, with whom I afterwards got ae-
gquainted. OF these T remember Massrs. Schirmer, Binin-
ger, Chetlein, Rindishacher, Smith, and others, all in cowm-
fortable circumsiances; but I found none among the labor-
ing people, except oge man who was helping to gtore our
goods.

Toward the end of April or the beginning of May, we
had Gpally settled upon our ¢laim.’ My mother and sistexs
occupied ooe of the cabins for their room, and we boys
slapt in the larger ome, which served also as our Tivieg
room avd kitehen, whersin the family alwaya pathered.
The weather had cleared up, and on the fourth of May the
sun roee in all ite glory and gave us a real summer day.
One of our neighbors came and told vs that it was time to
sitend to our fields, snd offered o show us how %o plaot
corn. My oldar beothar, who was of a prastieal turn of
mird, sod my youngar brothers who thought it fun to work
in g field, at once entered upon their vew cocupation. Bul
I, being of a ratber delicate constitution, fel totally unfit to
do any manual 1abor. I had spent my whole lite in schoels
and colleres, and hed entered the university of Furich,
which wae ingtituted about alx monthe befors cur smigra-

| Higtary of Da Fapetis Oo,, p. 502, says: “ In 1534, & Swisg family by
the name of Kodoll, the male membars of which wes H, L and J. C., I,
mettlad in the town [Gratict]. * * = Tha Rodolfawers s high-bred aod
well-edncated family. H. L. Eodelf, wacle of 4. O, F., was & polished gen-
tlewan, aod had besn Preeident of ike Bwise Republic previeus to smi-
gratiog 1o thw country.*— Er.
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tion. Outside of my bools and stedies, I was the most bengs
rant fellew imaginable, and of praetical agriculture 1 had
not the slightest iden, never haviag had an axe, & hoe, or
any other implement of the kiod in my hands, O course,
I suppesed I rould soon learn ali that wonld be necessary
to make a farmer of me, and mada up my mind to do 50,
But 1 broke down. My constitution would not permit me
te labor in the fleld, sud I woas assizgoed to some of the
lighter duties, the principal cne of which was to supply the
temily with game, as that was the only ¢hance we had of
gotting fresh meatr. That occupation was particularly well
suited to my faate.

The country was full of game; prairie chickens, partridges,
quails, ducls, gease, aod deer were abundant. One evening
while huoting somewheare below where the village of Dar.
lington, La Fayetta County, ie now situated, T eoanted more
than fifty deer in a bherd, but T could not get within shoot-
ing distasnce. Lader in the season, when cur cabbages in
the garden were nearly full grown, thay were almost all
eaten up one night by a lot of deer which had jumped the
fence, within a hondred feat of our dwelling, and rvegaled
themselves at cor expense. This was repsated several
times,

&5till more annoring were the wolves. HEvery clear sum.
mer evening, aftar supdown, wo eould haar their whoo-oo-
o-00, in the distance, which would ba answered from an-
other direction, aod agsin {rom: aocther, until the wholz
horizon seemed to be aliva with their howla, COur degs
would apswer them, but after we had retired the wolres
would venturs even on our stoop, and our cowardly dogs,
of whick we had two, would not dare to attack them, but
forscok thelr post and hid themselves under the house.
When the welres heard us getting up, they wounld instantly
retroat, and I never could get a shot at them. Our neigh-
ber, 1. E. Schultz, was awakeped sariy one morhing by
their howling, and the invasion of his stoop. Jumping out
of bed and seizing hia rifle, hs cauticusly opened the doar,

intending to kill the intruders; but to his aurprise he found
pi2
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a splendid buek that had jumped over the railing in seel-
Ing protection from a large wolf, which was glaring at Lis
intended victim from ouiside, being upsble to olimb the
fence. Schultz immediately shot the deer, and let the wolf
EECAPE.

Another aanoyence was the great abundance of snakes,
particnlarly rettlesnalkes. I have never before or since,
even in Florida or Lounlsiana, seen anything like it. "When
out hunting, I became so well acquainted with the sound of
their ratils that T lost all fear of them. Whenever & Tat-
tler made his presence known fo me, I would break off a
pliable twig from a bush, and cauticusly approach the rep-
tile. Af soon as 1 saw it coiled up, I would swiftly deal it
a blow upon the hoad with my rod, following it up rapidly
witha suceession of other blaws uati! the snala was killed.
I pever missed one, and [ must have destroyed hundreds.

1 Lecame quite a snccessful hunver, snd during the sea-
gon our table was always liberally sappliad with game, 80
that my eountributions $o the general stock were guite as
valugble as what the laber of my brothers and uncle pro-
duced; for there was no meat market where our supplies
could be got, nearer than Galena, which was forty miles
distant, and fresh besef could oot be transported that dis-
tance in summer. Wa could only get mess porke st #40 &
barrel, and $4 for hauling; whils game was mors palatable,
and aculd be zet for tha hunting.

Galena, whither we went not to excesd twice s month,
was our only market. We were always made welcome at
the house of J. P. B. Gratiot, brother of Henry Gratios,
with whose family my mother had ascended from St Louis.
Having now dissolved partpership wiith his brother, tha
former had arected, I believe, the first Drommond smelting
Tfurnace at Galena, by which the enormous loss and waste
of mineral which tha old process entailed was very praatly
reduced. Ha now lived at Galena, in & pleasant snd com-
fortable residence, just completed. Sometimes Mrs. Addle
Gratiol, his wife, stecompanied by some of her children,
would come out to our farm, retorning our visit, and spend
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8 wesk oF twoe with my mother and sisters. She was alady
of superier accomplishments. Born and educated at Paris,
she had il the grace, polish of manner, and vivacity of o
French lady of distinetion; and her kindness and amiability
could mever be affacted by soy cirenmstancs, however try-
ing or unplessant it might be. Shse was always self-pos-
sessed, calm, snd dignified, withont stiffness, and entirely
free from bigotry. Wherever known, she was admired for
her superior qualities of head and heart. Her father, Bend
Alphonse de David de Perdreauville, had bean governor of
the island of Gaudsloupe under Wapoleon; after the em-
peror fell, be came to the Uaited Srates in 1515 In LE18
bhe seitled at 5t Louls.' The following year, his daughter
Adéle, then seventeen years of age, was married to J. P.
Bugnion Gratiol. She naver missed 3o oceasion to man ifest
her friandship and her interest in our condition, she heraelf
having experienced the hardships of pioneer life on a farm
near 3t Louis, with her father, prior to her marriage. Her
hushand was & man of disfingnished appearance— straight,
tall, of symmetrical build, bright, active and entarprising,
and universally popular; ke held no publiz office, preferving
the life of a private gentleman. Our intimacy continued
a8 lonz as the family lived at Galena  After their removal
to the mines of Misspuri, we grodually lost sight of each
other.

Begldez hunting and studying, 1 found, uneolicited, a new
oocupation. Provious to leaving Switzerland, our family phy-
alcian prepered for me a medicine ches$, containing all the
simple drugs and medlcines which werse most likely to he of
value to us during oor journey, together with direetions in
the natore of & dispeusary. We found this & valuable con-
iribution to ¢ur comfort. In some way this fact bacams
kuown in our neighborhood and at Hamllion's setilement,
and soon 1 hed calls for help in case of sickness from near
snd far. Igave of my suppliee as lony as they lasted, never
taking acompensation therelor. Iwas=soon known throuvgh-

T8aa Wie. Hiaf. Jofla., 2, pp. 991, 202.— Ep.
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out the country as “ Dootor Rodolf,” and so called by my
friends in Galena and by all the older settlers. I was ad-
vised by my friends to sef myself up 4= a physicisn. There
was 1o law praventing my doing so, and I was assured of
qilte a fair practica, bat I woeld not do it. T had but tco
recently arrived irom Euzape, and lacked the impudence
necessary for a successful imposter.

Althourh the settlers were all simply squstters, beloog-
ing, with few excaptlons, 0 the poorar classes of citizens,
wa never had the least difficulty or troubla with any of our
neighbors; but found them willing and ready at all times
to assist us with their conneel and advice. Whenever there
was & coro husking, or quilting party, or barn ralsing, we
ware aure to raceive an iovitation, and a eordial reception,
whanaver we could aceept the offer. Wo heard of no vio-
lation of law or other outrage, and although rumors reachked
us of lawiessness at Mineral Point, which became a great
mining center, yet Wiota, Hamilton's settlement, and the
Peckatonice eountry enjoyed peace apd guiet. Docasionally,
bapds of thirty or Afty Winnebago Indisns would pass our
placa on their way to sen their agent, Col. Haney Gratiot,
In view of the remembrance of the cutreges so lately com-
mitted during the Black Hawk War, we at first felt some
$repidation at their visite; but soon goi nsed to their calls,
and folt perfectly safo.

Ag for charches thers wera none: naither wera tha sget-
tlements overrun by itinerant preachers. Iremember but
one instance, in which services were held ab the house of
& naighbﬁr. BEzra Lsmb, about five milas distant, by 1
thinl, a Malhodist minizter,! Thers may have been more,
but [ axt not aware of it.  People spent their summer Sun-
days walking in the woods or over their fields; and in the
winter teying te keep warm in the chimney corner.

That fall the United States land office was established at
Minaral Point; but the proclamation for a public sale did not

"The fistory of Jouwn Coundy (Chicago: Weatern Hiatovieal Co., 1881),
. TEL, Baye that 3 Malhodist itioernpt named Rimpscn was preachiog io
the neighborbeod of Dodgevilla e sarly gy 193, — En,
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inglude our homestead. The lands situated south of the
Wisconsin River and easb of the fourth principal meridian
were offered In September, 1885, Than I had to go to
Minaral Point to enter our farm. I had nover bean thera
before. A neighbor of ours, Mr. Eeed, who lived about
ten miles lower down on the viver, and who had his own
land to enter, offered toeall for me early the next morning,
that we might travel in company. We started aboeut sun-
rise, hoth on horaeback. I had my money packed in my
saddlebag. It was & baauntifu}! September day. We fol-
lowed the ridge road through the timber. The trees had
ajready asaumed the variegated hues, which a few lght
frosts bad imparted t0 them; the wild plum trees and wild
grapes Jined our path on both sides as if they were set ouk
in a regular park. I never enjoyed a mora agreesble rids,
until we came within a few miles of Mineral Point. Here
the hills wera siripped of their trees, and windiasses, min-
eral holes, pilles of dirt, rocks, and mineral greated our
viewon all sides. The distance we bad travelled was from
twanty-elght to thirty miles, and we arrived in time to ind
the land officer yet open for business, to which we aionce
rapaired and mads our business kmown,

Maj. Jobn P. Bhelden, the register, to whom I brought
latiers of introduction from Colonels Hamilion sud Gra-
tint, inlormad ma that I would have to bring witvesses to
prove up sattlament and right to tha land, and gave metill
the 2ist of Septomber to malre the proof. OFf course I'was
iguorant of any land laws or regulations, or I could have
hesn prepared to meet thademand: and my companion alse
kosw nothing., Soafter letting aunr horzes rest and taking
our dinoers, wo concleded te retnrn home at once, Tha
monay baing all in silver, T did net consider Minaral Point
a safe place to stop in. Besides the large number ol mln-
#rs, the public land sales brought hundreds of strangers o
the place, and the accommodstions were scarce and poor. It
was nearly ive o'clock in the sfternoon wheao we siarted
on onr homeaward journay.

Major Bheldon told me that we wera entitled to zevaral
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floats. My mether, as a widow, my Uncle Herry, my older
brother and myself, having rasched eighteen years of age,
conld claim 160 geres, I did not at that time fully under-
stand the meaning or the valne of this privilege. By an
act of congress, when w0 or more partics entitled to pre-
emption rights settled upon the same guaiier-section, one
party might enter that guarter-section, and the others each
wara entlitled to select a quarter-section anywhers else in
the ssme land distriet which was liable to entry and not
claimed by prior rights. These privileges wors called
"floats,” and were considered very valuable, as they could
be locsted apywhere for mill sites or town plats, without
the obliration of settling therson or praving wp.

When we had our proofs parfested and ready, I again,
accompanied by my brother Frasnk, repaired to-Mineral
Point t¢ make our entry. We stopped at the tavern of
Mrs. John Hood,' who kept & good house for those times.
Every wern was full to overfowing, Speculators and
gamblers had congragatad in crowds, and during the land
sales Mineral Point was anything but a guist and desirable
place tolive in,.  Wea sold two of our floats, one to Ebene-
zetr Brigham, of Blue Mounds, who located a valnable tract
of land nesr tha wmound, and for which we got B0, The
othar we sold to & speenlater, whoss nama I have forgot-
ten, also for 310, whichk, however, ho never paid us. As L
said. we had no idea of their valne; but were told we could
readily have got 850 for each, if we had known how to
manage the matter, or had had & friend tc consult with.
EBut wa were wall gatisfied, and when our business was
fnished we returnad home prouwd and happy in the thought
that we had now again a home of our awn.

But we did not enjoy that home very long. Our experi-
mental faerming did not result in success. That fall the
prairie ires were frequent snd destructive, and we Jost all

" Biatary of fows Co. (Chirage: Westsrn Historical Co., 1881), pp. 864,
57, gives an eeeount of fhe Hoods, whe settled at Minsral Polot in 1823,
Heod, who was 2 miner, and served o the Blach Hawk War as a liogtan-
ant of voluoteers, died in 1844.— En.
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of aur stacks of hay. Thus, in the beginning of a winter,
whose severity we had before experienced, we found our-
selves withont the means to propsrly care for our stoel,
having only saved that portion that was stored in our barn
and sheds,

I was thoroughly disheartensed aod disgusted with farm.
ing, and was convineed that nature had never intended me
for an agriculturiat. I made np my mind that I must szak
seme cther occupation better auited to my tasies and capa-
hilities. I wrote to friends in 54 Leunis and New Grleans;
and when spring finally ¢ame, I was ready for snother ax-
ploring expedition. ¥ went to Galanz, and some time in
April, 1838, descanded the river to St Louis and from thera
o New Orleans.

I was voung and full of hope. My health had greatly
improved. Constant exercise in the pure air, hunting, fsh-
ing, and horseback Tidipg bad made me comparatively
gtrang. I had also improved in the English languagrs, by
study and reading, so I could make my way. All this time
I had not heard one word of German spolten, and had be-
come weall acquainted with the cnstoms and habvits of West.
ern pacple. OF palities I wag yat ignorant. Wot being of
age I counld pot vote, 20 that 1 was not troubled by candi-
dates.

The first allusion made to political parties, in our settle-
ment, was in the fall of 1835, when William S. Hamilton an-
nounced himsalf as a candidate for the lagislative council,
which war called to mest at Green Bay on January 1, 1836,
He ealled himsslf a Whig; but was not electod 28 a repre-
sontative Whig, but solely on his own popularity, just as
Gen. George W. Jones,' who was an ardeot Jacksonian
Democrat, was elected by men of all polltical creads as dale-
gate 1o congress from Michigan Tarritory, of which, at that
time, Wisconsin formed a part. Politiezl parties bad not
Bs yet gainad such power in the Northwest as to determine

'For a Licgrephical skaetch of Goorge Wallace Jones, ses Wis, sl
Sue. Peoe, For 1996, p. 35.— En.
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the result of an election, bet ihe individual popularity of
& candidate, his finess and capability, ware the factors in
the confest which secured the victory.

During my temporary absence important changrss took
place in Wisconsin, as well as in my mother’s family. The
territory was detached from Mickigan and erscted into the
territory of Wleconaln, which smbraced within its limits
tha prasent states of [owa and Minnesots, Henry Dodge,
who had, as garly as 1826, come to the lead mines, and was
engaged in smelting some five miles from Mineral Point,
was appeinted by President Jackson governor of the new
territory, and took the cath of office on the fourth of July,
1826, at Mineral Point, which beeama at ones the chief city
ol the territory. My mother’s family, all except my oldest
brother Frederick and my nacle, abazdoned the farm and
moved to Miperal Point, where my sisters scon got mar-
ried, and my brothers engaped in various occupations.

I resolved to return to Wiscongin I bought a stock of
groceries at New Orleans, shipped them up to 84 Louis,
theoce to Galena, and had them basled by team forty miles to
Mineral Point; but the venturs did not prove a success. The
expensas wars so great that there was no profit left; yet I
was compelled 10 inerease my stock to meet the wants of
the eonniry, and eontinced in the mercantile business {11 I
was salisfied that the ceccupation of a merchant was either
oot suited to my taste, or I was not soited fo. the occupa-
tion. I eold out and opened a drog sfore, which wae 2 puor-
suit more in accord with my earlier training, offering a fleld
for soma mental oecopsation and study. I now concluded to
build my own store and dwelling.

During my absence in the south, the smelters, miners,
and merchants of Mineral Point, Dodgeville, Lancaster,
Plattoville, and other villagas thronghont Iows and Grant
apunties, bacame disgatiefled with the freatment they re-
ceived at the hands of the commisston merchants and busi-
ness men of Galena, t0 which place they were comypelled to
eart the product of {he mines snd furnaces, for shipmeat
down the river. They complainsd of extorticnste charges,
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and resolved to build a rival city or port somewhera on the
Mississippi River, where their business aould be transacted
for them at less expense. They zelacted a location called
Sinipes, a few miles below Potosi, on the Misskssippi River,
formed a stock company, lald out & ciiy, sold stock and
lots, and induced an enterprising young merchsot to build
a atore and warehouss there, promising him their patron-
age and tha handling of all their lead; they alao held out
indugemants to other parties to settls there, and build houses
and stores. The prospect for the suecess of the enterpriss
waas fair, snd some twepty or more buildings wers erected
fduring the summer. But below the embryo city was a
glough and some swampy land, as is usually the casze en
Missisaippi bottoms; and when fall same, and the river was
low, it laft all thadstritus exposed to the rays of a hat sun,
hreeding pestilence. All the settlers fell sick. The firsh
vietim that paid with hia life for his attempt to build up
the naw ¢ity was the young {sllow whe was to be the prin-
cipal business man of the sotilament. Hher desths followed
in rapid succession and & panic ensued. Al whe could, fled
from the place, and if was entirely abandoned; the shares
became worthless, and the company was bankmpted.

Ope of the unfartunate settlers offored me his two-story
frame store and dwelling bouse for #4030  As there wos no
lumber to be had at Mineral Peint, Galena, some forty
miles away, was our nearest market, and every stick had
to ba havled by team at great expense. The distance to
Binipes wae also forty miles, henee the expense of hauling
would not be more; so I took a carpenter with me, and rode
cut to the abandoned city to view the property, and to find
ont what it would cost to take down the building, haul it o
Mineral Point, and pot it up sgain.

When wa fnally rode down the ravine to the Mississippi
River, and tbhe bankrupted city burst wpon out view, 3
sipgular senzation took hold of me. The buildings wereall
new, showing no signof decay or deterioration by usage or
the weather, having stood there but a little over a year. 1ax.
pected momentarily to see the oecupanis come ont to bid
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us & weleome. There was, howavar, not 2 living being to
ke seern or heard: nelther & dog nor & cat, nor a fox orrat —
I think not even a bird gave life to the dssolation. The
quiet of a churchyard relgned ; the housas, all painted whita,
seemed {0 loom up az monuments of departed greatness. A
few hundred yards farther up, hid in the timbar, stood a
solitary atons building, outside the corporation limits; it
had “en occupied by an earlier setiler. Bome two years
ago [aboot 15371, while ascending the river from St Loais,
1 saw that zame stona houss standing like a santinel ovar
the zpot where fifty years ago a great rival city was io be
builk, to bresk down the monopely of Galena. The attempt
wasa sad failure; bub the natural development of the ceun-
tey has long since aceomplished the result songht. The
running of tha Ilinois Central railroad through Galena to
Dubuque so saverely Injured the business interests of the
former city that its most enterprising citizens abandoned
the place and seught new flelds for their actlvity. Chicago
gained what Galena lost.

Satisfied with the building, I made a contract with the
builder to have it taken down and put up at Mineral Point,
aod with a fesmster fo haul the same. For many years
afterwards it waa occupied as a store aud postofiice, until &
few years ago when it was deatroyed by fire.

Mineral Point was then the most importent town of Wis-
consin. It was the county zeat of Iowa County, and confi-
dently expecied 1o be the territorial capital. Its populstion
was nearly 2,000 and wmtesdily increasing. There were &
dozen lead furpaces constantly in operation in and around
the corporation, and some profitable mines were worlkad,
giving employment t¢ a large number of peopla.

Governor Dodge lived about four miles from town, and
operaied his furnace, tozesther with his son Augustus C.
Dodge, sfterwards (Tnlted States senator from Towa. There
wera zlzo the smelting eatahlishments of C. F. Legate, Col.
Pascal Bagquette, Capt. Jebn B. Terry, Johm F. O*Naill,
wnd mumercus otbers, all of whom mads their headguarters
at the “Point.” It was also the home of the most noted
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lawyers and professional men of western Wisconsin. The
majority of the men ehgaged in mining were Cornishmen,
who had from early childhood beon bred to that eccupation
In the mining districés in England.

The Bauk of Mineral Poiat had been chartered for the
avowed purpose of aupplying the smeltera with the neces.
s8ry funds to carry on their buginess, and papar money was
eurreat in the mines. But after the failure of that insti-
tutlon, which oceurred i 1841, the miners would not take
any paper morey for their mineral. They inslsted oo re-
ceiving pold or silver, which was furnished by the Galena
commission houses. On every return trip from Galenn I
brought out with me, stowed under the sgat of my bugsgr,
one or more thousand dellars in bexes for that purpese.

I became mciouainted with 8. B. Koapp, the cashier and
manager of the haok, snd with Porter Erace, the {eller, o
young gentleman of engaring mannera and & pleasant
companion. When these officers were arrested, charged
with {raudulent practices, I was induced to bocowe a bonds-
man for Braca. My confidence, however, was sadly mis-
placed. He fed, but was pursned, overtaken, brought baclk,
and dalivered up to the sheriff, and my bond was can.
celled. I was nobacquainted with the condition of the hanlk,
and supposed the embarrassment to be coly temporary ; an
inveatigation proved it to be a thoroughly rotten institution.

William H, Banlts, a young lewyer of Mineral Point, who
bore a high sharacter for integrity, and who was univer-
sally respoctad, was appeinted one of the receivers of the
bank, and went to St Louis to negotiate some of the as.
pets beloaging to the broken concern, bot he never returned
nor was he ever heard of again. His disappearance has re-
mained a mystery. All inguiries and searches after him
proved fruifless.  Although in the minds of many, grave
suspicions against bie integrity arose, yet his reputsation
and character for integrity wos so well establicshed that
most of the people accounted for hls disappearance as the
rosult of murder, or some aeeidant which eaused his desth.
From that time, however, the peopls of the mines, and par-
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ticularly the miners, were strenvously epposed to paper
money of any kind, aithovgh among the merchants of Iili-
nois and Michigan paper monsy was still cirenlated: bat
not one peund of mineral eould be bought with it.

Henry and Nathan Corwith, of Galens, were the princi-
pal parties who supplied the smelters with necessary funds,
When they discovered that paper meney could no longer ba
usad, they bought, in New York, & large amount of English
govereigns at probably £1.80 to $4.83, and paid them out to
the smelters st the wniform rate of $4.80. The majority of
the miners being from England, koew the value of the cein,

- and never murmured st the rate, or refused to sell their

minarsl for the gold. It was safe money, quite unlike the
notas of the wildeat banks which were liable at any moment
tc prove hits of worthlesa paper. Por yesrs ther were
gladly taken at that value; end in many » cabin you cogld
find an old stecking filled with the preclous wmetal which
would not depreciate. The Corwiths realized a handsome
profit on their investment.

The only attempt of which I have any recolection, to in-
jroducs paper money again, was made by Cadwallader (.
Washburoe, with the bills of the Hallowell Banlr, of Maine,
& faw years latar; but it was ungelose — the mivers niterly
rolusad to talee them. The miners used to say they =old
matal, and they wanted metal In exchange for it.

As T have already said, Minera! Polot was at that time
the home of the moet prominent men of western Wisconsin,
partienlarly in the profession of Iaw. The numersus quar-
rals about minés, the jumping of ¢laims, the sncroachments
of the diggers upon esch other, caused endless lNtigation,
presenting a fruitful Geld for the exercize of the talents of
the lawyer. Moses M. Btrong, attorney of the territory,
afterwarde member of the tervitorial council sud speaker
of the Biate assembly, had a fine residence here. Francie
J. Dunn, sasretary of tha tarritory, and head of the law firm
of Dupn, Jones & Crawford, was my nezt-door neighbor.
He was gonercus-hearted, impulsive, very active, and a
great worker. William RE. Bmith was probably the best.
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edugated member of the bar.  He was a ripescholar, ngreat
kistorian, familiar not coly with English, but also Freoch
literatare, ond an admirer of the works of Goethe and Schil-
ler. Hewsasan Interesting conversationalist, liberal mindad,
and pleasant. M. M. Cothren, sfterwards for many years
circuit judgze of the Fifth judicial eireuit, which office he
filled with siznal credit t¢ bimself and to the satisfaction
of the people. was then » young lawyer, giving indica-
tiong of & clear and judiclal mind. Parlay Eaton was also a
gucceasiul sdvoeata, Mortimer M. Jachson, a brother-in-
law of C. C. Washburne, was an eloguent pleader before
the court, and & highly polished gentleman. In 1841, G G
Washburne and Cyrus Woodman seitled at Mineral Poing
and opened a law, land, and ecollection office, devoting the
mosh of their time to land buslness, eollsctions, and paying
texes, o whick they succeeded in amassing ample fortunes.
Captain Henry was the postmaster, and Maj. John P. Shel-
don register of the United States land office.

Durlng tha presidantial campaign of 1540, politics basame
bitter, and tha partics wera sharply divided into Demierats
and Whigs; although Wisconsin, being only & territory,
bad ne voice in the election. Major Sheldeo was & stroog
Democrat, and had made himself particolarly ohooxious ta
tha Whigs by several nawspaper articles. He was removed
in the fall of 1840, by President Van Buren, ¢n charges
brought by hia political snemies, of having permitted his
friends o enter lands containing minersl, which lands were
withheld from sale by the United States.

Balore belng permified to enter land, the purchaser had
to maka oath that it did not to his knowledge contain any
mineral and had to bring wimesses to that effect.  OF coursa
the temptation was great to defraud the United States, and
snch an oath was leoked upon by many as a mers formality.
I was todd of instances where men ware blindfolded, lad
werozs the land which was sought to be entered, snd than
swore that they had aot seen any mineral thereon.

The Majeor's friends, and the people of Mineral Point gon-
erally, were greatly szcited at his removal, and an indig-
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nation meeting was called at the court house. Resolutions
‘wara adopted, regretting tha action of the president, eulo-
zizing the conduvct of Major Sheldon, apd assuring him of
the euntire confidance of the people in his integrity and
honer. This incident intensified the bitterness of fesling,
and the press of both partles took up the ¢uarrel, The
Miners” Free Press, published by Messrs. Welsh & Plowman
at Mineral Point, was a strong Demorerslic psper, and zeal-
cusly defended the course of Major Sheldon., Gen. Charles
Bracken, who lived about five or six miles south of Min-
eral Point, and who had been in the Black Hawk War, was
go extremely bitter Whig pactisan, sod the reported corve-
spondent of a Whig paper issned at Madison; he strovgly
denomneed the Major. Henry B. Walsh, the senior editow
of the Mincra' Free Press, wae a devoted personsl friend of
the ex-register, and one evening while coming home from
# visit fo his friend he sccidentally mei General Bracken
about a mile from town, going oot to his farm. They wars
both on horsaback, and on passing eash gther, tha road be-
ing narrow, ag altercation took place between them. Blows
were exchanged, and Welsh was reported to have pulled
his antagonlst from his horse.

Next morning, Bracken rode into town, armed with one
of tha large horse-pistola that the dragoons used to carry
during the Black Hawlk War. Seeing Welsh in the pert
of town called * BShake Rag,” he advanced immediately
upon him, with his pistol ajmed. Welsh was uosrmed, but
he eried out, " Somebody hand me & pistol!™ Col. Abner
Wichale, the landlord of & tavern on the next corner, hap-
pened to be on the street, and hearing the appeal. quickly
went into his barreom aod brought out a pistol; bus befora
he had time to deliver it to Welsh, Bracken had shot his
ensmy. The ball struck his collar, and glaneing around it,
enterad the bask of his neck, below the left ear. It made
an ugly bu$ not fatal wound, Welsh wore, as was at that
tlme the custom in the mines, a collar or cravat, knowa as
a "stock,” beipg a wire frame covered with sille or satin,
ond fastened behind by a buckle. This coilar gaved hiz lifa,
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He wag carried to hia boarding house, he boing at the tima
a0 uminarrisd man, and medical aid summoned; after a faw
weeks he was at his post agaiz. After the shooting, Braclken
coolly rode out of towo, nobedy attempting to hold or arrest
him. His brether John, who was then deputy marshal,
soon after followed him to his homa, orrested him and
brought him to town, and he was placed under bond and
released. The excitement soon subsided, 45 Welsh was de-
clared out of danger. My best recollection is that, bafore
conrt met, Welsh was completely restored and the matter
was allowed to drop.

That same Tall oceurred the first public exzecuiion that I
bad ever witnessed in Wisconsic, A poor lellow, named
Willlam Caffea, had, while under the influence of ligquor,
about two yearz before ptabbad and killed & man at a ball
givan ai Berry's Grove.! He flad, but was finslly canght
af Bt. Louis, aod hrought back to Minersl Point, where he
had his trial. He was convicted of marder, and Judge
Cherles Duno sentenced him to be hanged. When the fatnl
day arrived, the crowd of morbid sizht-seers that poured
into the villaze was gomething wondarfol. They began to
axrive before daylight, and from as far as forty milea;
they came by wagon loads, on horseback, and on foot, in
#& continoons streant. ONd men and young women and ehil-
dren and babiss wara there; whole settlements were for a
day abandoned; many brought their provisions with tham,
and camped uwpon the hill sides. Considering the sparsity
of ibe populaticn, the gathering was larger than any circus
nowadays can bring together. The storas and shops of all
kinds 4id ihat day 2 very large and profitable business,
The day was long rememberad and talked about as " hang.
ing day.” The sagerness snd morbidity with which people
will witness the suffering and agony of & poor wratch ia
not caleulated io elevata public morals,. We can be truly
thankful that nod only the barbarous custom ¢f public axe-

1 Higd. Tours £'o., pp. 074, 674, givas tha viciln's vame as Seuvthwiok,
who was at the time managiog a * house warmwing ™ for oue Derry, a sot-
tlar at White Oak Bpringa, La Fayoette Oounty,— Ep,
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cution, but alse the death penalty liself, has been abolished
in Wisconsin.

At the first sesaion of the territorial legislature, which
was held in a barn temporarily fitted up for the purposs sl
Belmont, abont twelve!miles southwest of Minaral Point,
the questlon of a permaneunt loeation of the capital was agl-
tated. After s looz and acrimonions contest, and azainst
the most strenucus efforts of the friends of Mineral Polut,
Madison, on the four lakes, a fown whish had just besn Iaid
out by James D. Daty, was selectad as the future seat of
government. It wae, atthe timae, freeiy and openly charged
that tha vote for Madison was socured by the pift of Madi-
aon town lots; and those members of the legislature from
Iowa County who voted for Madison could never thereafter
recover any political standing or infloence in that region,

James D. Doty was a resident of Green Bay, & lawyer of
fair ability, and possessed of preat suavity of mauvner and a
peasing address. He was very popular in the eastern part
of Wisconsin, but correspondingly nnpopular in the mining
regions, where ha was locked upon as a selfish, scheming
spocalator.  After Madison had been selected for the soat
oI goveroment, Doty was elacted ona of the commissionera
to bulld the capitel. He was an ardent Whig. The term
of Gen. Goorge W. Jones, as delegate t0 congress from
Wisconsio, had expired. He was repominated by the Dem-
ocrate, but the unfortunate Cillay-Graves duel, in which he
had participated as Cilley’s second, lost him the vota of the
eastern countiss. Thomas P. Burnet, a very popular law-
yer of Grant County. ran against him in the western coun-
tles, aud the result was the elaction of Doty as delegata to
congross, and General Jones was appointed surveyor gen-
eral. But the latter did not enjoy his offica long, for im-
medistely after the death of President Harriscn and the
inauguration of President Tyler, the territorial ofcers were
all removed. Doty was appointed as Governor Dodge’s
EUCLETHOT, '

Daodge's appearance presented & marked contrast to Doty 's.
The former dressed very plainly, and put on no airz, He
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was alfable to everyone, yeb reserved and diznified; tall and
erect in his carriage; decided and oulspoken, and most
gcrupulously honest; ha made po ragh promises, bot what.
aver he promised he fulfilled. He hkad tha confidenca of
tha people of all political parties, in a larger measure than
any public man I have ever koown In Wiscoosin. After
Ris removal by President Harrison, he was unanimonsly
nominated by the Demoeratic ¢onvantipn for delegate to
congress, and was electad over Jonathan E. Arnold, who
was an elogquent and Auent spesker. With Goveracr Dodge
and his sen, Augustus C., I became intimalely acquainted,
owing to Intermarriage of the families, and learned to re.
spect aad admire their sterling qualities.

George W. Jones's residence was oo Binsinawa Mound.
If 1 recollect aright, his was the firsb entry made at the
land office at Minsral Point in 1835, Sinsinawa Mound is
sitnated in the southwestern corner of Grant County. It ia
one of those high elavations like Balmont, Platta Mound,
and Blue Mound, that loom up like islands in the great sea
of prairies of western Wisconsin, and present some of the
rarest sud most graceful views of all the mining country.
Afier his removal from the office of surveyor genaral, Jones
was appointed clerk of the court of Jowse County, and re-
moved with his family to Minersl Point, He was my naxt-
door neighbor and friend until after the election and foau-
guration of President Polk, whe reappointed him surveyor
general, aad located the cMea at Thrbogue, to which place
the General then removed When Tows was admitted as a
etate, he and A. C. Dodge ware chogen the first senators to
represent that young state. General Jones was too ¢losely
connected with the history of the Northwest to nesd any
mention from me. He was an earnest worker for the inter-
esta of his constituents, and owing to his popularity in con-
gress was generally suceessful in his efforfs.

Fraacis J. Dunn, the brother of Chief Justica Charlag
Dunn, was slso my neighbor for many years. He was an
active, talented lawyer, abd had an exiensive clientage,

He associated with him David W, Jones, his brother-in-law,
2%
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#ud latar the Hon. Bamugl Crawford, atierwards one of the
assoviate justices of the supreme court, forming the firm
of Dunn, Jones & Crawlord. They were probably the best
known and mosi important law firm of the mining region,
and did the largest business.

Moses M. Strong devoted most of his time to politics.
Hea was a member of the territorial councll, the duties of
which he discharged with eminent ability, and was speaker
of the Wisconsin aseembly in 1850,

Mortimer M. Jackson was also a distinguished member
of tha Iowa Couaty bar—a pleasant, polished gentleman.
Hea married a sistar of the wite of . ¢, Washburne, and be-
ing & Whig was appointed attorney general of the territory
ir place of M. M. Strong, remevad.

Col. Danial M. Parkinzon, 2 participant in the Dlack Hawk
War, lived on his farm, about five miles south of Mineral
Point. Ha was a warm [riead apd supporter of Dodge,
while his neighbor, Charles Bracken, also one of the heroas
of the same war, was a political opponent of the governor.
These two gentlemen bacama &0 estranged by politieal dif-
ferences, that althongh nearsst neighbors they would not
join division fences, as was customary, bat each built bis
fence on his own ground. They absolutely ignored aach
other, never spezliing together, yet never roming in eol-
iision. They sre both dead now, and I harabeen told that
prior to thelr desth they meat, shook hands. forgave each
otker, snd died reconciled.

Edward Houchard. a Canadian Frenchman, engaged in
mining; John Massersmith, Jr., living a fow miles bayond
Dodgeville; and Thomas Jenking, of Dodgeville, who was
wounded in the Black Hawlk War, were frequent guests ab
my place, rehearsing stories of their experiences.

Col. Pascal Baquette, 5 smelter ab Diamond Grove, aboni
six miles west of Mineral Paint, a sov-in-Iaw of CGovaraor
Dodga, and ons of hie lisutenants in the Black Hawlk upris-
jog, waa recelver of the United States land office at Mineral
Poiat, being removed by Presideot Tyler. Levi Slerlicg,
a vary pleasant genfleman, was appointed his successcr.



1834-45.] PIONEERING IN WISCONSIN LEAD REGION, 371

At the instigation of Governor Doty, the land office was
removad from Mineral Point to Muscoda, nb that time &
sandy, barren bottom on the Wisconsin River, shout forty
miles nerth. Doty had purchased the land apd laid cut &
town at that place, bui there weére not to ¢xcead & dozen
shanties aracted thore when I visited it. The speculation
was & Tailure, and aven the present village of Musooda is
at least half a miie from the spot where the original settle-
ment had been attompted. After the election of James E.
Polk, the land office was re-established at Mineral Point,
and Bequetts reappoibted itz receiver. Ha was a gentle.
man of unimpeashable integrity and honer, enjoying the
confideneca and respect of all who knew him; for he was a
modest, quiet gentlemsan, and an enterprising business man.

When the California gold@ fever broie out, ke was one of
the frsi of our [owa County emigrants who undertook the
pecilous overland jouroey with his family. My brother
Frank, who had married his sistar, fallewed him to the land
of promise. Beguette died in San Frexncizco.

Another prominent citizen of Mineral Point was (Gen.
William R. Smith, alfterward attorney genera! under the
Barstow adminigtration. The general was probably the best
educated and most learned man of this part of the eountry
at that time. His library, aside from law bocks, was well
supplied with the standard works of the most distinguished
anthors. In 1841, I think it was, he was prosecuting st
torney of Iowa Counnty whan the legislatura was paid in
"gerip.” This scrip was a poor imitstion of a bank note,
printed on coarss, commen paper, quite easy to counterfoit

In the fall of 1941 T started, ic company with my brother
Frank, on a business visit to New York, Ia Chicago we
were joined by a friand of mine, Thendore Baillie Blan-
chard, of New Orleans, who bad Just returned from & visit
to Parie, and was iraveling for pleasure before going home
to work. The means of traveling bad by this time g0 much
improved, that instead of the jolting, hard-seated, iwo-horse
wagon, we bad a regualar Frink & Walker doily stage lina,
with comfortable conches. It was a8 much of an improve-
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ment over the old wagon, as afterward the railroads proved
to bo over the stages.

Te go to New York we had first to travel to Galena, forty
miles, From there the stage would take us to Chicaso.
The coaches had thres inside seats, caleulated o hold three
passengers each. The back seals were the most comfort-
able, as you had something to lesn against —the others
were gaats of torture during a long journay, The stages
did nat stop at night, but drove right aloug. Whea morn-
ing camse, the passengers, if they had heen able to sleep
af all, would walie up stiff, chilled through, and tired; and
after an indifferent brealifast would have to endure an.
other day and night of torture. My reccllection is it took
us three days ond two nights to reach Chicago. After pass-
ing Rlgin, we struck what was then called tke Illinois
bottom, where the mud waa two feet deep during ralny
woeather, and slmost impassable durlng epring, when the
atapes frequently got mired and pascengers wers called
upon to help pry them out of the mud. Fortunstaly, the
present being a dry season, we bad the good Juck to reach
Chicagp without any very serious annoyance.

1 cannot rememixr the name of the hote! at which we
stoppsd. It was a modest brick building near the lake, but
I bave boeeh woable to find it loeation at any of my numer-
ons sabaequent visits to Uhicago. Thecity at that time was.
composed mostly of wooden buildings, and large plank side-
walks mada locomotion easy and possible, notwithstanding
the soft seil. The strects were full of 11fa and bustla, and
the ighabltants wers pradicting a preat fufure,

Gsorge Bmith, & frisnd apd compatriot of Alezander
Mitehell, of Milwaukes, was at that time the principal
banker. Having ezchapzed with him our Wesbtern cur-
rency for Eastern funds, we enpaged passage on oue of the
large packet steamers whith were meking regular tripe
down the lalres to Bueffale. 1 have forgotten the name of
the steamer and its gentlemsnly ¢aptain; but a more de-
lightfual trip I never tock. We were favored by splandid
weather. When we arrived opposite Milwaukes the cap-
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tain inrited ws loto his boat to go with him spd visit the
clty. There being no herbor, the stoamer had to remain
outside the bar, and we got 2 good drenching while eross-
ing the line of surf. We wont to the Milwaukee House,
situated on Wiseonsin street, near where the Nerthwestern
Life Insurance Company's uildiog now stands. It wse 3
frame strosture.  We had a counle of hours to view tha
cily. I% struck me a8 3 much prattier place than Chisago,
and quite as large. I do not remember seeing any brick
puildings, and do pot thiok there were any at that early
time; but the location was handsome, and thers were maai-
fest promises of future growth. Upon our return on board
the steamer, we confinued oor voyage, stopping at every
town on the Wisconsin side, and not onca on the Michi-
gan side, until we resched Mackinap, where the captain
gave ua nearly a whole day to visit the fort and neighbor-
hood, of which privilege we availed curselves by climb-
ing the heights and seeing everything that was of intereat.
After leaving Maclkinac, we steamed dawn Lake Huron,
through Lale Bt. Clair, to Detroit, down the river into
Lake Erie, and landed safely at Buffale. Afier a short stay
1o view the city, which was larger than Chieago, we vis-
jted Niagara Falls. where wo saw and enjoyed all the bean.
ties of that wonderful exhibition of the power of naturs.
Then we took 5 steamer and crossed Lake Ootario to Oe-
wogo., There we engaged posssge on & canal boat, to @
point where we struck the New York Central railroad.

Travel on canal boals is now a thing of the past; bat in
1341 it was certainly far more plearant and agreeable than
the agony of stage-coach riding.! The boais fitted up for
passenger trafic had good accommodations and set 3 good
table; and you were not exposed to the whims of eross,
cobrse, bud unmanherly drivers.

Our boat was full of passenzers. Af night we wers hung
up in hammocks, which were strupg along the sides of the
boat, threa or four irn a tier, and althongh they were awk-

L{H4 Mra. Baird’s secount of her trip on the Eris Capal, in 1336, ante,
Fi- 2§8-361 — Ep.
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ward to got into or out of, ena gould stretech himsglf and
aleep comfortably. Then there was the novelty of the thing,
which wag in itself sn enjoyment. 'The scenery was {fre-
gueatly splendid, and during the trip [ witnessed the most
sublime display of the northern lights T have ever seen be-
fore or since. After we struchk the New York Central ratlroad
wa left the boat, and reached Albany in dus time without
any sccident, although we dascended to the cily on an in-
clined plane. At Albaoy we took n steamer on the Hudson
River, apd next day we landed safely in New York. The
trip from Wiscensin tool us thirtesn days, which was con-
sidered an vnnsoally quick voyage.

While in New York we presented owur letter of introduc-
tior to the widow of Alexander Hamilton, and mother of
‘Willism 8. Hamilton, oar osighbor out 1n Wisconsia, who
had given us & mote to her, Mrs. Hamilton, while on a
visit to her son out In Wisconsin, a few years previeus, had
been a guesi of my mother's and we were most graciously
recaived and spent & pleasaut evening at her houss. Her
conversation was charming snd instroctive, and, notwith.
standing ber great age, she looked the picture of health.

Havipng completed cur business, we started on cur homa-
ward jourmey by way of Phfladelphia, and thence to
Chambersburg, at the foot of ithe Alleghany mountalns.
Thus far we cams by railroad, bat now we had to take the
stage-coach again. We atarted out of Chambersborg at
nightfall, and reached the summii in the morning, where
there was & tavern called the “Summit house."' Here &
halt was made, and we were told we ecould have our break:
fast. The stage, happily, wes bot crewded; but haring
boen jolted all mlght and somewhat chilled, we were anx-
ious for & good brenkizst. We had haedly sat down o the
table, when the driver blew hishorn, and calted all aboard.
He would oot wait for us, but started shead, and we were
obliged to run after him. We succeeded in stopping him, and

1 gt maintsined raa hovse of aftashment, on the ¥ Cumberland pike,”*
above Uniontown, Pa.— Bo. :
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he let vs aboard again. We came very vear haviog a regu-
lar fight with the rascally driver, but we thoughb discretion
‘was the better part of valor, as we were altozether in his
power, apd the descent from the mounisin might give him
8 chanca for revenge. It was vhe opinien of our fellow
travalers that kis acticn was in concert with the landlerd,
who got pay for his breakfast, which we could not eat, and
which was good for the nexy arvrlvals.

During eonvereation, 1 faund that one of our fellow trav-
elers was Amos Kendall, ex-postmaster genersl under Presi-
dent Jackson; the other was agentleman from New Orleans,

Cur roed led through » hapdsome country of wall culdi-
vated farms, all surronnded by fine orchards; the trees were
loaded dowrn with fruit, *reminding me of the orchards of
Gormany and Franea. I beliave the region was settled by
what were called " Pennsylvonie Dutch.” The views wera
fine, the road was in ezcellant condition, and we fraveled
with great spead. Towards evenlng we bagan our descent,
but the driver did not check his speed. Although the
gcenery bacame more picturesque, the recklessness of our
deiver kapt ug in a fever. Many a time we wore on the
brink of & precipice, into which tha least obsirnetion in the
road would have thrown us.  Bet we reached Uniontown in
salety, whera g stesmer was ready to take us to Pittsbarg,
at which place we arrived at nightfall, acd stopped at the
Monongahela hotal.

After having s=en sll that was worth secing in that city
of emoke and coal dust, we took passazs on a aieamer down
the Ohio River to Caire. and up the Mississippi to 5t Louis.
Our chapier of accidentz was not yet exhausted. The Ohio
was at & low slage of water, and wa had proceeded but a
faw hundred yards when we ran apround. Travelers ¢n
the Upper Mississippl River are familiar with these deten-
tions. We gotoff afier some hard labor; but sxperiencing
a repetition of our accldent every few minuies, it became
evident that turther progress by water was unadvisable.
When we came in sight of Wheeling, tha captain offered to
refund our passege monay; and hailing » lumber raft that

-
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happened to be passing by, he shipped all his passengers —
mean, women aod children, over fifty Ih number —on the
16Tt, and we were landed salely at Wheeling, Quite a num-
ber were from i Louis, homeward bound, with scme of
whom I waz acgoainted. Wa eucceeded in hiring several
coachee to take na fo Ciccinnati, where we expocted to find
the Ohio high eoough for safe pavigation. We traveled
day and night, and arrived at Cincinnati withont any seri-
ous sccldent, except that ona of our eoaches brole down
one night, and we had to walk about a mile and a half to
the next village, whera the injury was repaired. As we
bad anticipated, we found no difficully in proceedingz by
steamer from Cincinnati,. We glided down to Cairs, and
then sleamed vp the Misgissippi to 8t Lonis. After vis-
iting there among friends for & faw days, we icok a Ga-
lena steamer, srrivad ail the mines in doe time, and getbtiog
on the stage reached home after an absence of over two
moniha,

After haviog travelad many hundrads of miles by stawe,
we cama vary near having the most geerions accident within
about half w mile from Mineral Point. [t was late in the
S'Féning and very dark. Our atage, going af & rapid rate,
giruck a stump in {VNeill’s grove aod upsei. There wera
nine parsons inaida, and two up with the driver, maling
eloven passenpers. Nobody was serlously hurt. A youong
lady passenger fainted, but was soon returned to ¢onscious-
" ness, and brought safely home.

In Janvary of the nexy winter, when the gronnd was cov-
erad with snow to an average depth of from two to three
faat, and the thermometer was down to 40° below, I started
in a sleigh with H. 3. Dodge, who waa ronning tha gov-
ernor’s furosce near Dodzeville, on an overland trip to
Milwaukee, L5 wos & long and $edious journey. The first
day we drove Afty-thres miles to Madicon, then quite a
small village, where the legislature was io session. 1 had
% chance to see the shell of the $140,000 ecapital building,
The next day we reached Janesville, oo Rock River,
which was & growiog acd enterprising village. The next
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night we passad at Major Mascham's, an old friend of Gor.
ernor Dodga. The fifth day we reached Milwaulkes, afier
having passed Prairieville (now Waukesha), and tasted the
sweat comborts of traveling over the corduroy roads through
the so-ealled * Milwaukes woods. "

Tha principal ehject of our irip was to establish busi-
ness relations st Milwankes, by which we might be enabled
to send the products of the lead mines to Milwaukee, thence
t0 be shipped io the eastern markets by way of the lakes,
and 50 create & competing port with Galena.  Chor arrange.
maents were made with Messrs, Jos and Linsey Ward, gon-
tlemen of means and enterprise, to whom ithe lead was
consigned. But the uodertaking did not prove a financial
success, and was not kept ug long. The transportation of
the lead by “ prairie schooners, " a3 the ox teams wera called,
whila in the lead mines they went by the name of “sacker
tesms, " was top expensive.!

Dariog this visit o Milwaukes, I became acqueinted with
most of the prominent business men of that city; partica-
{arly with Josizsh A, Noonan, with whom I eontinced on in-
timate terms uniil his death. Mr. Noonan was a man of
remarkable energy, and acquainted with the public aund
privase history of every prominent man of Wisconsin., e
was a true and honast friend of his friands, but 2 good hater
of his enemies. Linsey Ward was s Dlamocrat, but Joa
Ward was aproncunced Whiz and a friend of Governor Doty
and although he shortly afterward married Mrs, Kingberry,
a daughter of Governor Dodge, he remained loyal to his
friend, and was one of his fruated couansellors, 5o thaf in
the mines he was known as " Doty’s loft Gower.” T alzo
got acquainted with Sclomoen Juneau, Fred Warner, Daniel
Wells, Jr., Hang Crocker, and many prominent men who
atterward gained great distinction in business and politics.

The summer following, I began the erection of a brick
store aod dwelling house at Mineral Point, which was, 1
think, the first solid brick building put up thers., Most of

' Beae Libhy's ** Significance of the Lead end Shot Trade in Early Wis-
conain,” Wis Hip, Colle,, xiil, pp. 203-31.— Ep,
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tho buildings were stone, that material befng plenty and
eomparatively cheap; although & geodly number of frame
buildings kad beea erected, the difficulty of Eeiiing & sup-
ply of Inmber, and the high priees charged, Indnced the
people 1o uae the stone which ihe neighboriog kills pro-
vided. All the lumber used in my building was boughs in
Galena of M. M. Maughas, and had toba transported by teams
t0 Minera! Point. I .mention this circumstance, only be-
cause, during the spring of 1854, while 1 was traveling down
the Lemonweir valley, I found my old scquaintsoee, Mr.
Maughs, established 4t a place called Maughstown —now
Mauston — where he had started a villaze and erected a
saw mill.,' Such unexpecied meetings of old acquaintances
were incidents of ploneer life.

The tarm of Governor Dodge as delepate to conpress hav-
ing expired, he was unanimously renominated by the Dem-
ocratic convention at Madison, and Gen. I W, Hickox was
nominated by ths Whigs. The canvass was execiting and
bitter, and there were more speeches madas by the respect-
ire friends of the capdidates than during any previous
campaigh. DButi Dodge was re-slested, many of his Whig
friends voting for him. Nons of the cendidetes made
speeches, as it was Dot in those days cocsidered dignified
on their part to go about the eouniry addressing meebings
in their owa bohalf, and requesting votes; that was thought
to ba the duty znd business of frisnds who desired their
election.

Duriog all this time, Governor Doty and the legislaiure
were in conetant hostility, Ooe of the governor's vagaries
had to be ssttled by & joint resclution. The governor had
& fondness for spelling the name of the territory as “ Wis-
konsan.” The legisiature, in order to avold future embar-
rassments and misunderstandings. found itself obliged to
declare by a joint resolution that the spelling used in the
organic act should b maintained.

1 Boe 1WHe, Hipl. Collr., viii, pp. 286, 386; abo Hislory of Northern
Wisconsin {Chicago: Weatern Historical Co., 1841), pp. 388, 368 — Ep,
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During Doty 's incumbeney cceurred thekilling of Charles
C. P. Arndt in the council chamber at Madizon, by James
E. Vineyard, of Graat County. I hed koown Vineyard, and
when he was brought to Mineral Point as a prisoner, I, with
a large number of his friends, visited him and procared for
him the required bail. Vioeyard claimed tbat he acted in
salf-defapse, and his friends and neighbors all declared him
to be a peacaable, kind-hearted man. To me he expreased
his sorrow for his rashness, but insisted oo his right of self.
defense. On his subsequent trial be was acquitied. John
H. REountree, a highly respected citizen of &rant County, a
political opponeot of Vineyard, bot for upwards of fifteen
years a naighber and friend of the prisonar, and aun eye-
witness of the killing, gavs testimony in common with other
membery of the coungil who were present, which convineed
tha jury that the shooting was really done in salf-detense.’

New distoveries of lead mines were constantly made
throughount the mipning regions, prineipally st Blue River
and Fravklin, where my brother, Charles G Rodolf, and
Eenry M. Billicgs, worked valuable leads. The country
was gottiing repidly with miners, principally Cornishmen,
who were exparienced worlters io lead mines.?

The soeial relations of the people of Mineral Point ware
about the smme as prevailed in those early days in all new
sottlements  Although the povulatioh was mized, not much
Tale prejudice wea perceptible, ezcapt that the Cornish
people, who formed the majarity of the loreizn population,
adhered more sirisily to some of their pesaliar customs.
Of ¢oursa intellectual and finaucial differences will always
and everywhera bring about saparate social groupings.
Minaral Folot could not ba £xpected te be altogether fras
from this universal law; but tha yoang people had their
enjoyments, their parties and their balls, to which every

' CIL gric, pp. 2%, 256 pumercus reports of this affair in previons vol-
nmes of the Ceileotfons; and article by E. W, Esrea in Milwankes Sen-
#inel! dor Ang. 87, 1800,

#8ea Louis Albert Copelnad?z * The Cornisb io Southweat Wieconsin,**
in Wi, Hige Colle., xiv, pp. 3134, — En.
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poe whose coopduet was correct was invited, sod the peigh-
bora within a radius of twenty miles or more would gladly
accept invitations and hardly aver fail to rezpond.

Thers were public and private schools. There was a credit-
able Presbyterian church building, and a respectable congre-
gation, The Methodists had twochurches — one a Mathodiss
Epizcopal, and the other a Primitive Methodist. Almoest
all tha Coraishmen wers Methodists. The Episcopalians
purchased ibe old Mineral Point Bank building, and con-
verted it inte a church, and the Roman Cathoelics also bult a
tastafnl edifce. My mother and sisters having for maoy
years been deprived of the beuefit of attending church,
wora anxzicusly seeking for » 2oogregation teashing the
creed in which they were edusated, bul in vain, Owr family
having beey, evear since the sixtesnth century, members of
the Swiss Reformed denomination, concluded that the Epis-
copal church more nearly represanted thair religious views
than any other of the varions seets, henca thay joinsd the
Episcopalian congregalion, which, though small in nember,
was deamed emipently raspectable. As for myself and my
brothers, the slmost andlogs division of keliefs and creads
by which for & flme we were assailed by their votaries, be-
wildered us, and T might slmost say disgasted vs; so that
nome of 0s, as far as | can recollect, jeined any particular
church, hut adhered {0 tha bellef of our fathars, and wera
satisfied to live hooorable, upright lives,

An acceszsion to our social cirele was made by the arrival
of two yoong ladies, whom my brother-ip.law, Joho Mil-
ton, brought out with him from Beston, aboub this thme.
One was Miss Sweet, his nisce, who was afterward married
10 Samuel Crawtord, aesociate justice of the supreme court,
new the wile of J. M. Smiih, & well-known lawyer of Min-
eral Point. The other was Mise Washburue, s sister of
C. C. Washburne, who became the wife of Charles L. Stephen-
son, then a merchant of Migeral Point, and receiver of the
Taited States land oflca yndar President Fillmore's admin.
istration.

Dr. John H. Vivian, of Eogland, a highiy-educated and
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ngreeable gentleman, also made hls hoeme at Mineral Point.
Dr. Vivian was for years an sctive and valuable mamber
of the State Board ¢f Charities and Raform; he is a very
influential citizen of lowa County, and oceupies the house
and siore which I built in 1842, having purchased my drug
business and property at the tlme of my removal to La
Crosee in 1852,

The electlon of President Jamea K. Polk was celebrated
at Mineral Point by a great provession, speeches, and fes.
tivities. George W. Joves marshalled the whole proceed-
ings. Soon after the inauguration of the president, Jones
wag reappointed surveyor general, and laft Minaral Point
tor Duboque, whera the office was located.

Willismm Pitt Lynde, of Milwackee, was now appointed
aitorney general; Gov, Nathaniel P. Taillmadgze was removed,
and Feneral Dodge restored (0 the governorship of the ier-
ritory. He received a great ovatlon at the hande of the

" people of the mining conntry. He was escorted from his
rasidence, about four miles north of Mineral Point, by the
Minaral Point Dragoons, under the command of Capi. J. F.
O'Nail, to the conet bonsze, whers he was welcomed, and
briefly responded. A dioosr was served ab the Mansion
House, toests were offered and responded to, and the fos-
tivity closed by & grandball in the evening. The governor
aslways enjoyed the warm Iriendship and esteem of hie
naighbors, Whigs as well as Democrate.

Timothy Burns, then living in the sontharn part of Iowa
County — now Lafayette County — was elected sheriff, and

. moved with his family to Mineral Point, aod as sheriff oc-
cupied tha sourt house right asross the street from my bonsa,
and was my near neighhor ag long as he lived at Mineral
Point. He was an eficient and popular officer, and after
his term of cffice had expired, represented Iowa County in
the legisiatnre, until the state government was formad.
Ha was virtuslly the founder of La Croase, where he died
in the fall of 1833, in the full vigor of his manhood, with
great political prospects before him. Heawas a great reader,

& shrewd politiclan, and essentially what is called a seli-

made man.
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Aftar many froitless attempte to bring the mineral lands
into market, and to permit their purchese, F. J. Dunnp, after
& personal visit to Washington, finally succeeded in con-
vincing the goveroment that the best intérests of tha coun-
tey demanded that the settlers shoutd ba permittad to entow
the landa; that by so doing the constant quarrels, fights,
and shootings would be pub at an end. Many families had
heen livinz on their claims from len to tweaty years, built
houses, culéivated farms, and bhad no titles to their homes.
The lands wers now ocffered at public sale at the land office
at Mineral Paoiot, and in order to protect themeelves against
speculators and land sharlks, the settlers formed an asso-
ciation and elected commitises belore whom every claimant
was raquirad to make proof of settlement and right to the
land clalmed. Man ware also thosen to bid in all the lands
in certain neighborhoods, for the purpose of aflerwards
conveying the same to the proper party. The sale took
place, snd no disturbaoce occurred. A few speculators ap-
peared, but when they understood how matters were ar.
rangad, they wisely abstained from biddinp against soy
satiler, excapt in one solitary instance, in which a stranger
made a bid; but he was imlﬁediately geized, lifted over tha
heads of ths bystandars, put ont into the street, and told
not 0 show his head apsin, He Jeft fown immedlataly.
After the sale, little was heard about jumping claims, or
fighting for diggings. The mining country became as guist
and orderly as any otker community, not counting an oeca-
sional shaotipe or stabbing affray, resultiog from a drunksa
row, or & Aght for & mine or prozpect

I remember but two cases of premeditated murder for
money, during my residenco in the mines. Dne was the
killing of an old German shoemaker, who lived alons in a
shanty in the oniskiris of the village, and was supposed to
have gavaed a large sum of money. One moroing he was
found lying murdered on the floor of his room. The other
HHetim was an old Corpish miner, namad Phil Jox, also »
bachelor, living alone in a well-setiled part of the town,
Cox was a queer charpcter, but a harmless man, and reportad
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a5 being possessed of guite a large amount of money hidden
away in Lis house. While sitting in froat of his fire-place,
ke wae strock from behind with an 3x. Thebody fell inio
the fire, which partly consumed it. Neither of these mur-
derers was ever dissovered or brought to punishment.

Some fonny cases were oceasionally brought up before
the justices of the psace, who were not always tha proper
persons to administer the law. One curious declsion, how-
ever, created a good deal of merriment at the time. A
farmer living & few miles out of town discoverad one
morning that somebody had been robbing his cab stacks
daring the night, haaling the grain off in a wagon. He
tracad the wagon into tawn, to the hoose of iha thief, and
immediately lodged a somplaing with the justice of the
pesca, who had the man arrestad. Tha justice was an hon-
23t 0ld miner, named, I think, Nikey Tren, who as sooh as
the culprit appeared befors him, and withous giving kim
time to plead or make any explanation, said to him: " Car
tor (that was the nama of the socusad), you stole the oats,
#nd my judgment is that you immedintely return the oats
to the place whenee you took them, end pay s fine of §5."
The thiet utterad no protest. but paid his fne sand immedi-
ately returned the oats. The thief was ever alterwards
known as "Sheaf Cats Carcter,” and shortly after left the
country. 'Ths justice saved him lawyer's fees and trouble,
and saved great cosis to the couwnty, by this summary,
though informal, proceeding, which might in many cases
he profitably imikated.

Doring all this time Mineral Point, though it had loat the
cherished location as atate capital, was steadily growing in
populstion and importance. Milwaales, on the other hand,
was ndvancing with marvelous rapidity, foreshadowing its
Iniure grosteess. It had aiready become ihe commercial
metropolis of Wisconsin, and was rapidly accumulating
wenith.  Fastern pecpla flocked to it, and Fastern capital
waa freely invested, while the prosperity of the mining
country, which depended greatly on its uck in strilting new
leads, waa spasmodic,



334 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [1-"131+ XV,

Mesers. C. C. Washburne and Cyrus Woodman wera build-
ing up an important and profitable business, and bhecame
known as gentlemen of great business capacity and unim-
peachabls integrity, Washburne built himself a comfortakls,
elegant home, and brovght his bride to the city. &S5ha was
& giskar-in-law of Mortimear M. Jackson, and a lady of acocm-
plishments and amiable disposition. Washburne wes &
strongly-pronounced Whig, while Woodman was a moderate
Democrat, voling in local elections for whom he thonght ihe
best-fittad candidate. He never offered himself ag a candi-
date for any offlce, while Washburae was once defaated for
justice of the peace by an cld one-ayed miner namad Eben
Polk. Washburne, though highly esteemed, was not per-
sonally popular with the miners and common people. Wood-
man was g lover of the Goe arts aod literature, and he and
1 had many friendly discusgions aver the respective marits
of the works of authoras of various nationalities, which he
regredted being unable to enjoy in their original langnags,
having to be szkisfed with traoslations. We tegother read
the voyage and discovary of the Mississippi by Father
Marquette, in Franch, and became quite intimate with that
portion of our history.

The guesticr of petitioning congress to admit Wisconsin
to statehood was now strongly advocated; s constitutional
convention was called, a eonstitution framed, submitted to
& vote of the people, and voited down. The country for
some yeats past had been fivoded with s paper currency called
" shipplasters,” " wild cats,” and “yellow dogs." which
were based on “cheelr,” and had no capital o back them,
They were liabla at sny moment to be worthlezs. You
wmight go to sleep with $1000 in Four possession, and wake
up in the merning and frd your bank bills worthlesa, Al-
though the mivers would not touch & dollar of this currency,
yet it was the circolating mediom in every other line of
buginess. The peopls of wertern Wisconsin ingisted on in-
gorting into the constitution an article not only prohibiting
state banlks from issuing paper money, but prohibiting and
excluding the circulaiion of any paper morey whatever ino
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the atate, recognizing only gold and silver as legal tandar.
Tha pecple on tha lzke shore and in all eastern couunties,
being mostly trading eommunities, were largely in favor of
8 paper currency. The result was the rejection of $he state
constitution, and the calling of another conveniion which
recognized banks and peper money. That constitution was
adopted, and in 1848 Wisconsin became a sovereign state.

I must refer fo an occurrence previcus to these eveuts,
which might have resulted in sericus complicatione to the
parties concerned. As I heve already stated, the law firm
of Dunn, Jones & Crowiord were doing o large buzinass for
the m!ning community. Among their patrons was Dennis
Murphy, of Lafayelte County, who possessed valuable lead
intarests, and had for years beon a client of the firm. Hae
claimed that hie lawyars were engagad by him by tha year.
A misunderstanding ocevrred between them, and one day
while Samuel Crawlord was in the village, Murphy assaulted
him with & cowhide, claiming the firm had betrayed hia in-
terasts, Crawford was onarmead, and had to rotreat,

The report of the fraces reached Mineral Point baefore
Crawford returned, but the next day, when he went to his
law office, Prancis J. Dunn forbade him to enter, saying that
no man who had been assanlted as Crawtford had hean with.
out taking revenge cof his assailacis could ever associate
with bim. There was in the office at that time a young
law student named John Delany, a friend of Crawlord, who
offered to take the latter to Benton, Lafayette County, and
give him a chance to wipe out this indignity. Naxt morp-
ing they simrted early on their errand. and reached Muor
phy's place acar sundown. Crawford had a joaded gun with
him in khis buggy. As they eniered the village, Murphy
stood in the door of his home. As soon as he discovered
the buggy approaching, he turned to enter the hovse, Ih-
lany said, " Now iz yoor iime —quiclkt!” Crawford seired
the zun, discharged it Intoe his retreating foa, and drove
immediately out of the viliage, Murphy wes bit in the
thigh, was carried into the housa., and medical aid quickly

summeoned. Crawiord drowve on to Galens, where he had &
26
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brother living, and after consulting with him went to Hal-
mont, where Chief Jestice Charles Dann lived, and surren-
dered himself, Next day Judge Dunn and Crawford cama
to Mineral Point. Crawford gave the bonds required, and
was releaged from custody. T was one of his bondsmen,

The affeir ereated great excitement. Luckily the woand
wae nod fatal, and in due course of tima Muorphy recoverad,
but retained a slizhi lameness duriog the remalnios years
of hislife, and the matter was finally satisfactorily adjusted.
Ti was feared for a time that this affair might injaricnsly
aect Crawford’s political prospects; but after we had sue-
casded in nomicatisg him for associate judge of the stala
suprems court, in 1838, his talents and acknowledged ability
a4 a jurist, and a troe understanding of the Murphy case,
earrisd bim safoly through the canvesa. Dunn was by
birth & southerner —a Kantusly gontleman —whare it was
eonsidered & disgrace Dot te resent a persooal assault,
Crawford could only regain hls standing by complying with
the exastion of his partner.

In the summer of 1545 I was vieited by two Swiss gen-
tlamen, Meesrs. Fridolin Streiff and Nicholas Duerst.! They
wera senb ont by the government of the canton of Glarus,
in Bwitzerland, for the purpose of selecting a tract of land
whereon io settle & colony of emigrants from that canion.
"They called on me for advics. [ prevailed on my hrother
Fredarick, who siill lived on the farm on which we had
settled in 1834, to place his horses at the disposal of these
gentlemen and carry them wherever they wished to go. I
alzo anpagad a competent aurveyor, Arnzi Comfort, to ae-
company them in search of & proper tract of land, and vol.
unteered to accompany the party.

We first started pmorth to ezamins the vacant goverament
lamnds in and along the bluffs on the Wisconsin River, sod
camped in & tent over night Next day wa climbad 3 high
biuff, from which wa had a splendid view along and across

1Bse John Luchainger's * The Blanting of the Swiss Colooy at Mew (Glaros,
Wie.,™ in Wis HBist. Colls, zid, pp. 3355-052 alao, Maikias Duersi™s
+ Diary,” gnte, pp. 2M-337.— En.
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the Wiscongie River into S8ank County, where we knew,
Irom plats we had taken at the land ofice at Mineral Foint,
that Iarge bodies of government land were yot 10 be had.
We concluded to eross the Wisconsin and examine the ohar-
acter of the land, We descended from the mountain, nud
traveled up stream o Helens, where €. C, Washburne was
operating a shot tower. Thers we were ferried across the
river, and traveled westward to the promised land that
looked so tempting when we saw it from a distance. There
wag plenty of it, and the z0il was very rich; but it was
low ground, and we found no springs of fresh water, and
only scatlering timbaer, so concluded that it did not sait
our purpose. We wanted land, water, and timber; for we
wera fearful that our settlera would £all victimsz to faver
and ague, and reluctantly wound our wny back, crossed
the river, and returned to Mineral Poing,

There we procured new plats, intending to visit the
sonthern section of Jowa and adjoining eounties. Starting
out from the east fork of the Packatonica River to Argyle,
we crossed over into Green Couoty, snd towerd suwadown
reached a valley which appeared t0 anite all the esseatial
Teatures that we needead to make 5 suceesaful ssttlement,
There wara some squalbtars on the land, whom I koew.
Cue was Stephen Armstrong awnd hie wife, who had been
our neighbors whea we first settled on our farm in 1834.
The other was a Canadlan Frenchman whose name I can-
not recall; but whose wife, Boleta, had for some yenrs
been & domestie in my mother's family. We spent the
nlght there, and next morning examined the land. Com-
fort traced the lines. We wanted about 1200 acres, and
there wersa that many acres and more, of splandid land,
with water in sbundance, and fina timbap, We bought the
claims of Armstrong and Boleta's husband, apd, havlng ar-
ranged averything eatisfactorily, returned to Mineral Point
and secured the land at the land ofece. The money was
sent by the authorities of the canton of (ilarus, aod Duerst
85001 after returned home fo Switzerland. Biraiff, howaver,
remained io superintend the layiog cut of tha village, and



388 WISCOWSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [vol xv.

to direct and guide the expected satilars, whe in due time
made their appearance. Most of them came by way of St
Louis snd Galena, and stopped st my honso at Miveral
Point for direction and adviss,

Sireifl, I believe, is alive yet (1839}, though [ do not re-
member having seen him since that time. He was a gen-
tleman of good sense, kind heart, just, » strong eonstitn-
tion, an indefatigable worker, and, I am told, enjoys, very
justly too, the esteem and confidencs of his fellow-towns-
men. I have never been fo New Glarus. Sinee my removal
to La Croase, which for the last thirty-six years has bean
my home, my business engagements and duties in other
directions have prevented me from gver visiting the colony
in whose inception and birth I assisted. But from all re-
ports, the colony is prosperous — industry snd thrift prevail,
The people have preserved she honesty, integrity, activity,
aud love of liberty which have been the distingnizshing
traitas of the Bwiss natlon for the ast six hundred years.

At the outbrealr of the Mexican War, a company of vol-
unteers was orgsmized, of which J. Clowney was elected
captain nod I first lieatenant. "We offered our services to
Governor Dodge. He accopted our offer, and told uz to be
ready to march to Prairis du Chisn apd cccupy Fort Craw-
ford, as the United Btates troops stationed there were al-
ready or would soon be ordered to the [rout Ina few days,
however, the governor informed us that Wyram Knowlton,
aftarward judge of the sixth judieial district of the State,
who was a resident of Prairie du Chiea, had organized a
company composed of eitizens of Crawiord County, and had
asked the privilege of being permiited to proteci their
own homes and to occupy the fort. He asked us to recall
our application, promising us the first chanca to go to
Mexlies shonld any farther calls for iroops be made on Wis-
consin by the secretary of war, to which we cheerfully as-
sented. Shortly alterward, Captain Clowney removing from
Minaral Point, resigned, and I waz elacted captain. We
anxionsly waited for orders from the govarnment; but they
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never came, for the war terminated scoa after, by the cap-
tura of the City of Mexiro.

The foregoing reminiscencesombrace the principal avants
within my personal knowladge, occurring during the mi-
pority of our growing sud noble Biate of Wisconsin, Most
of the old pioneers whose brains, energy aad conraze
shaped its destiny and directed its courss are gone o theiy
lazt homes, but their deeds will endureé. With the inan-
guration of statehood, » new era commeanced, The vpward
career of Wisconsin has surpassed the expectations of its
most sanguine friends.



