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THE WISCONSIN STATE

ANTI-PROHIBITION ASSOCIATION

%{Aﬁ been organized, it has spread its eivenlars all over the Sta-:;,

#2% it has clearly and unsophistically defined its position and ob-

Y jects, and thereby intentionally given just cause for public

critieism, which we are always glad to call forth, and which we are
ready to meet at any time,

One of the main objections nrged against our organization was
that, by such means, we took an aggressive step, and that our proper
course wonld be to keep quiet and in the background. Now, in the
first place, let us answer the guestion,

ARE WE J'I.GGRB:i.R'[Tj-Z?

The tendencies of our association are conservative in overy re-
speat. We do not try to urge new views of constitutional rights
upon our fellow-gitizens, we are planning no revelt against existing
laws, we abide by those which our statutes already contain, we do not
endeavor to proclaim new or dangerous principles of political economy
or restrictive legislation—indeed, we stand on the broad basis of
equal rights and personal liberty, gnaranteed by the constitntion and
fostered by that spirit of freedom and justice, out of which our re-
publican institntions arose after a fierce strogele with oppression and
tyramny. All we wish and aim at, is to preserve those rights and
privileges of the individual that were proclaimed by the Declaration
of Independence one hundred and nine years ago, and afterwards
firmly established in and sacredly guaranteed by the Constitution.
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In true allegiance to those prineiples, which we will defend with
all onr power, and for npholding which we call into our ranks every
conscientions and liberty loving citizen, we deem it our duty to
oppose every movement, no matter whenoe it may come, tending 1o
infringe upon established rights and constitutional privileges. Hold-
ing such views, we are put on the defensive and seek protection, We
are not carrying on A& war against government or society, but we
make a bold stand against an enemy that has been organizing for
years, whose aim is the destroction of individual rights and the es-
tablishment of special legislation, infringing upon personal liberty.
Let onee onr right be taken from us, the next step will be to roh ua
of onr property, and it would be hard to tell where fanaticism and
oppression wounld finally stop.

Prohibition means destruction of vested rights and property. The
prohibitionist wants to destrov and abolish legitimste business, to
confiscate well-earned property without just compensation, to rob a
large clags of business men of the vesults of their combined labor,
enterprise and capital.

Who then is the aggressor? Who proclaims revolutionary and
dangerous ideas ? Is it the prohibitionist, or is it the one whe
opposes him ¥ Do we claim any special rights or privileges ? Do
we attempt to destroy anybody’s rights or property, or do we not
rather sssume the defensive, irying to uphold the constitution and
the law, and to protect property ¥ Is there any arrogance in defend-
ing one's rights and in organizing against destruoetive forees ¥ Bhall
we wait till our enemy has gained his victory, and until we ave prae-
tically and legally outlawed ¥ Are we not to be allowed to organize,
before our adversary has put his foot upon our neck and robbed ns of
everything that is dear to us ?

Indeed, we wish for peace; we do not intend to interfere with
anybody’s bosiness ; we respect the rights and privileges of others,
we want everybody to be fully proteeted in his rights, and shall con-
gider as & common enemy anyone who would try to curtail such

.righta. All we ask for, is to be given the same protection, the same
rights, and the same privileges,
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Az good and law-abiding citizens we are willing to bear our
burden of taxation, to contribute our share to the maintenance of
good government and free institutions, We are not opposed to any
jost and equitable taxation, we * render unto Cwesar that which be-
longs to Cwmsar,” but we demand equality before the law, protection
againegt oppressive legislation, proteetion of personal liberty and of
oiir constitutional rights.

For these purposes solely we hove established our association. It
means in no way aggression @ on the contrary, it means nothing but

defense,
OUR RIGHT OF ORGANIZATION

even has been gnestioned by some narrow-minded and weak-brained
hirelings of so-galled high toned and leading newspapers.  Amongst
this ¢lass of eminent journalists and reformers, we are glad not to
find the outspoken prohibitionist who willingly coneedes to ns the right
of organization, of which, for years, he himself has been making all
the use possible. It is the leading party organ and its satellites who
threaten us with entire annihilation and well deserved destroction, in
cpae we should ever come out of the woods and show onr strength,
Those organs do not adyvocate direct prohibition, they even ridicule
such a measare. They wonld generously give us some years to live,
until, by oppreszive legislation and unbearable taxation, they should
have attained the same end indirectly. These remarkably high toned
publications have been levring contributions for vears on the very
business they try to cripple and destroy now, and becanse their
thunder hag been lost and the revenues from this source have greatly
diminished or stoppad entirely, they now hold up all kinds of threats,
final extirpation not exelnded, shonld we ever try to uphold our rights
and to defend them with organized strength. Any attempt to ignote
their party-lash and to maintain onr independence excites their fury,
and they heap ridioule and contempt mercilessly upon onr aims, upon
ont business, and upon our persons, They never got tired of creating
prejudice and hatred, and to poigon the public mind against us, hy
filling it with distorted facts and false arguments. Do they really
expect to frighten us into humble submission, to make us renounce
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our rights, onr gelf-respect, our manhood ? Do they expect us 1o kizs
the hand that strikes ns ¥

Such malicious and cowardly attacks will on the contrary strength-
en us, will inerease our ranks, make us untold friends, and carry our
cause to final vietory. We form as yet no political party, nor do we
intend to join any of the existing ones. Wae ask for the assistance
and eo-operation of every fair-minded man, and do not inquire into
hiz political affiliations. Still we know well that, after having organ-
ized and done all in our power to enlighten the public mind about our
cause, the battle will have to be fought at the ballot-box and in the
legislative halls, We are fully aware that he whe is not for us, ia
against us, and that we have to act sceordingly,

I8 THE PRESBENT TAXATION OF THE BEER AND
LIGUOR TRADE NOT HIGH ENOUGH.?

Conceding that the current theovies of government have establish-
ed the doctrine that the liquor business increases, to some extent, the
public expenses, and therefor must hear some special burden of taxa-
tion, it should not be forgotten that all other kinds of business, no
matter how large the capital invested therein, are exempt from such
apecial burdens, In our case, the business as such is especially taxed,
and certainly the capital employed in it pays its Tull share of the pub-
lie expensa, The very right of existence of this business depends on
a special tax consideration, ealled * license,” and the capital invested
in the business forms the basis for assecssments under the general laws
of taxation. Nevertheless, we are not fighting this modern doctrine
of political economy or stateeraft ; but we could show that, in réturn
for such special tax pavments, we receive not only no apecial privi-
leges or legislative favors, but our rights are curtailsd and infringed
upon, and the full protection of the law, with such privileges as
every other branch of business enjoys, are denied to us.

Let ns for a moment compare the privileges and burdens of the
railroad traftic with those of the liguor traftic.

The railroad business is, without doubt, the most important, most
influential and most favored one of all business interests in the State.
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The amonnt of capital invested in the same exceeds that of any other
bugsiness interest in the State, no matter how largely distributed such
other interest may be, or how many different side-industries or com-
mereial enterprises might be affected by, or depending on it. The
railroads not only enjoy special privileges, they are even endowed
with the right of eminent domain. They exercise privileges which
naturally constitute the inherent rights of government and sover-
eignty, and which, by special legislation, have been delegated to
them for a great length of time; rights from which they draw larze
revenues ; privileres which are exclusively vested in the sovereign
people, but for a time given up to those companies, forming the very
source of their income and the life of their existance,

And what is their return to the State in consideration of such
special favors and mozt valuable grants and franchises,

Aecording to the report of the Btate Treasnrer for the year 1884,
the Btate received from the railroad companies in all §754,209.44,

Now let us see what special burdens are levied upon the beer and
liguor traffic in the Btate, by taxation from the gencral government
and under the Ticense law of the State. While considering the
enormons tignres following, we must keep in mind that this business
does not only enjoy no special privileges, but is even denied the same
full right that iz accorded to every other branch of business, and
guaranteed by the Constitution.

Btate licenses paid, under the new law, by 6,000 galoons, atan

Avermgs eeaips-af-Beo .. ol s na e R D £1,500, () 0k
Fonersl (Foverament tax ﬁﬂ:d by these galoons, $36 each .. ... .., 150 000 0
T 8. taxes puld on 1,500,000 gﬂ.l]curu; u-f splrlls. consumed fn the
Htate, @ M cents a xn]lun ..... Voo 1,830,000 G0
U. 8. toxes paid for heer ms.m:lfn.ctm'\ad m t.ha bmt.e @ $L ]:FE'I!' bar.
rel cow 1 AD0N0 T0
. 5 ]1I:,1.'|:IJ!|P"1 1]-:1.“1 hj-' ﬁl:u:llr.‘ﬂnll. l.ll!.lilr.“raL LI.II1.|. 1‘1 LlL!]el‘s e BERLLR
Biata o 17,0600 O
S S ) e e e N e el T | R D

These fizures show that the beer and liguor interest in the State
of Wisconsin is taxed annnally to the extent of nearly four million
dollars in excezs of the railroad traffic, in fact contributes to the
publie revenue six times as mueh as all the railroads in the State
combined, Besides these special taxes, all the men engaged in the
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beer and liguor traffic are assessed on their personal and real property;
and pay taxes therson, while the railrosds are exempt from the gen-
eral laws of taxation. They simply are obliged to pay their state
licenses, and in return ave exonerated from every other tax burden.

Either business is a legitimate one, the exercise of the same
depending on a license. The only, but very wide, difference is that
the license of a railroad includes many highly valued privileges, and
the taxation of the liquor trafie is pure taxation, not only without
any adeguate return, but with the constant dread of new bardens and
impositions.

In presenting this comparison to the fair-minded citizen, merely
as an illustration, and submitting whether theve is any justice or the
semblance of equal rights in sach a condition of things, we hayve no
thought of expressing hostility to the railroads, or of asking for any
incresse in their taxes. What we do ask, is a fair and candid con-
sideration of the subject, which to every unbiassed mind will readily
show the glaring inequality and unjust discrimination prevailing
against the liguor interest.  Is not then the revenue derived from the
heer and liquor teaffic already large enongh, and the barden of taxa-
tion which this business has to earry, as heavy as it should bhe?

WHAT THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT RECEIVES FROM
THE BEER AND LIQUOR TRAFFIC.
The anmual report of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue for

the fiseal year ending June 30, 1833, puts the amount of internal
revenne taxes, o far az they arve derived from liquors, as follows:

O spirite distilled from fenit. .. ... .. PRSP 5 o
i apirits distilled from grain ﬂ.nﬂ. nthm' |n3.E.::nn]n cav e 00T 008 48
Reectifiors” u.pun:mlt.u ) 180800 13
Retail lignor-dealers” apecia!mx 4,MW7T
Wihalesale liguor-dealers’ spocial MR e e 450,815 51
Mannfacturers of stills, apecial tax | A R SR R 1,160 43
Stills or worms manufactured, sp-eciul fax. . A 0640 00
Btampa for distilled spirits intended for expr:urt T3 00

R £ ot b e e e e e ]

=
2
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And the beer tax during the same fiscal year is thus given:

O ale, beer, lager beer, and por BEr . b o a3 - 18,426,050 11
Browers' spnmﬁ: e e A e R e 184,885 40
"i;wnalt,lu'nfdpalﬂmm ma.il.llquora 2,650 A0

U T Bl N R T N el o i | i T

Altogether the General Government derived between the lst of
July, 1882, and the 80th of June, 1888, the subjoined sums as taxes
from liquors of all kinds:

From dietilled liguors. T e e e e SN Y TR
mefﬂrﬂmntedqmalt B e g | LU R |
From vinous liguors. , R e L 216,559 0D
Dintles padd on tmpu:rrl.ed qu:urs
On beer, ale, and porker . . .8 B11.382 T3
On champagne and other apa.rkﬁng wmeﬂ, T
hottles . ..., ciee SOIULATA BL
O gtill wines, i in casls ar hatﬂe.a. and on Ver-
mouth. . waevs DI4807H 22
Total on spmt-s and imitations of bmndy o 5,300,888 96
Total on spivits and wines and beer, ale, and porter . 6,958,840 71

Total on additional and discriminating duty on EB.ll:l 1mpurta 12,053 42

Sum total received Dy the General Government on
duties paid for imperted, and revenue taxes ]-'Iﬁl'll on
dlstllieg aplrm and f-armentml ma!t. um:l ¥inons

liguors . . g - B100,751,344 14

Taking into consideration that the expenses of the General Govern-
ment amount to about three hundred million of dollars, the above
figures clearly prove that fully one-third of the government expendi-
ture is covered by the taxes imposed upon the manufacture and sale
of aleoholic beverages, This source of revenue the prohibitionist is
ready to stop without a moment’s notice, while the high license
advoeate wants to destroy it more slowly, by taxing the husiness out
of existence.

THE BREWING BUSINESS OF MILWAUKEE.

The most important business interest of Milwankee is reprosented
by the brewing companies. From small beginnings these companies
have, by the energy and enterprise of their members, developed into
immense manufacturing establishments, They have done wonders
towards the promotion of the city’s growth and welfare, and with
just pride do we show the strangers visiting here the gigantic build-
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ings ereeted by onr brewers, and point to the enormons business car-
ried on by them,

Many thousands of people are doing business with the brewers,
many thonsands depend for a living upon that business directly and
indirectly. Different smaller industries are kept active by the hrew-
eries, and they give work to thoosands of laboring men, mechanics
and artisans. The following figures, received from the Secretary of
the Milwankee Brewers' Association, will give an idea of the im-
mensity of their business interest, and of its importance as a factor
in developing the resources of the eity, of the state, of the farming
and the railvoad interest :

Capitsl ]'ll‘l-i"'Fl‘t.El'l in tha hmwr'nes ....... o T S‘lﬂ (W), (N
Men employed. i RS B s e OV R Y i e 3,000
Beer brewed. . R e T R R R llﬂﬂﬂmhb}s
Beer gold in Milwankes. . A S 150,000
Shipped out in abouk ?canm ear lundn e PR 980,000 -*
Number of car loads shipped in. . Rt | T R 20,000
Material purchased ['Imr]s_._% J:m;:h r-tc} S eveae e OO0
Internal revenus taxes pail s P e o HORTA00
Other taxes .. ..... 1M, 3000
Fre*flat. padd Lo 1mllmu.d mmpuuwﬁ AR C e e N R,
Paid out for labor. o s i e e ORI
Insurance and other OPeTANG EXPERSES. ... -.. - .vsennenr  DE0,000

Let those wlio attempt to curtail the brewing business by impos-
ing higher burdens of taxation mpon that branch of business which
retails the brewer’s product, consider carefully what an important in-
terest they are going to eripple, and how farreaching the consequences
of such aetion wonld be. And the prohibition fanatic who wants to
destroy the business at once by legislation will please step forward
and tell ns what he would give to the city in return for the destrie-
tion of its most extensive and important business intevest; how
would he give employment to thoese thousands of men thrown out of
work by his folly ; what substitute will he give to the shipping inter-
est for those 42,000 car loads prohibited by his crazy fanaticizm to
carry the product and the material of Milwankes's main indnstry ;
will he make good the loss of revenue to the general government and
of tax income fo thecity and state which naturally would be cansed
by elosing the breweries and all indnstries and ogeupations depend-
ing on them. Let him think these points over, if he be really eapa-
ble of thinking,
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And when they pose as the saintly and silvertongned friends of
the farmer, will they please explain to the “ bhone and sinew” of the
land, what markets they intend to find for them for the sale of their
barley and their hops in lien of the home market, of which they in-

tend to deprive them,
THE EFFECTS OF PROHIBITION

Are admirably elucidated in a apesch of the Hon. Peter V. Deuster,
delivered in the House of Representatives, on March 27, 1884,
We quote the following therefrom:

HThe persons who are directly employved in the manufacture and sale of
aleoholie lguors are, however, by no means alone interested in the prohibition
igsue.  That izsue extends farther; it affecte the whole nation. Destroy by the
operation of a prohibitory law the great wealth involved in the liguor, beer, and
wine industries; make usaless the enormous capits] invested in the buildings,
machineries, and uiensils necessary for the operation and maintenance of dis-
tillerigs, breweries, and wine-collars, and ces then hiow this will affocl the other
industries of the nation. Drive from our market articles of merchandise of a
value of hnndreds of millions of dollars, and make these articles valoeless to
their rightful owners, without giving them any other return for the property
thuz muade valoeless, and see whother such action will not depress the money
market and depreciate all other values of the nation, It wonld be an under-
taking pregnant with rein.  Muany industries would suffer and be erippled by ik,
The farmer who ealtivates the sodl wonld be iojured in the home market, rela-
tive to his surplus of ecercals.  Corn and barley would be redoced in price
perhaps one-thied of their present value, becanse the brewer, the malster, the
istiller would not be found as purchasers, and the enormous guantities which
are now nsed and bought by them would harvdly be taken and paid for by those
who clamor for prohibitory laws. The planting of hops would have to be
whandoned, and also the enltivation of the grapevine, which promises such a
rich and paying yicld. The great outlay which the farmer has hitherto made
in };rﬂ-cm'lng posts for his hop-fields and for his vineyards would be wholly lost
1o him, for he would find no purchasers for the products which ence constituted
the main part of his income.

But not the farmer alone, numerons other ocenpations would alzo be crip-
pled.  The cooper would find his toil a dreary one, beeause his best customers,
the distiller and the brewer, would have no more work for hime The black-
smith, the harness-maker, the cprriage-maker, would no longer have any big
bills to present to the brewer, and they would feel sorry over the loss of their
best customer.  The coal merchant could no longer send his cart to the bhre
or to the distillery, and he woald look in vain for the ready cash which was
once there for him in sbundance. The blower of ginas bottles would receive no
new orders; bottles would become superfloons artieles,  The foundry-men
would lose their best custcmers for numerons and costly machines, The rail-
road, steambont, and cansl-boat companies, ss common carriers, would find
their income greatly reduced on aceount of the logs of extensive fraights. Even
the dealer in groceries, the baker, the butcher, and other trades would have
cause to regrot the breaking-up of the brewery and the impoverishment of its
owner, who would no longer able to give employment to 4 large force of
employés and workmen npon whom these smaller trades depend in part for
their subsistence.”
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STATESMANLIKE.

What a liberty-loving, constitutionad statesmean of notional prominence
thinks of foeal option laws and prohibitory legiala-
tidn i generd,

A LETTER FROM THE HON., THE SECRETARY OF STATE, T. ¥, BAYARD.

Wasarmarow, Ir. €., March 8, 185],

My Desn Sie—I do not like to intrade my opinions unasked for upon meim-
bers of the Legislature,

I mgree with you in thinking “local option ™ laws of very doubtful constitu-
tionality, and positive inexpediency.

As T understand them they sabmit a law to popular vefe, in Incal districts,
and thils defeats the principle of our government, which 18 representative in ite
character, and places the whefe lnw making power and diserotion in the Lepis-
dature and not in the people in their mere numerical foree and primary capacity.

If punishment ol eriminals was to be adjodged and inflicted by " loeal
option,” instead of through acts of Legislature executed by jodges and juries,
it would be held wholly at variance with our theory of government, and et to
apply sueh o rile to so widespread and daily o habit, as the use of alecholie
ar fermenied beverages is in my judgment quite as wosafe,

S0 far a8 my experience goes, & well regulated systeom of licenses, wherehy
revenue i3 largely brought ﬁm the public trensury, coupled with severs pen-
alties for illicit sale, has proved the most efficlent check upon the abuse of the
liguor traffie.

In many respects the question s a swmpteaery one, and laws attempting to
establish sumptuary regulations beeosme inguisilorial and impossible of execu-
tion, 5o that in those communities in this eountry where they have been enacted,
they have either ageravated the evil they were intended to prevent, or have
fallen into contempt or uselessnees, and been repealed.

The statements [ have seen of the real condition of those communities in
which total prohibition has heen attempted, have impressed one very strongly
in confirmation of these views.

Personal influenee and example and precept and the recognition of the great
truth that intemperance In the use of stimulants of &l dands is & moerbid
phyeical faof, both in cause and effcet, §s, in my judgment, the proper view to
oommence with, Statistics abundantly prove that the attempted suppression by
statnies of the nse of alsefieliz stimulanis is accompanied by an increase in the
use of opiafes ; and that open drinking being stopped, secret drinking ensues,

I do not helieve any man has a greater horror of intemperanee than T—and
my appreclation of its dangers and evil effects grows with my experience of
human affairzs ; but the grrnver the evil, the more essential to apply the right
pringiple Lo its curs, and Tor the reasons 1 have stated and mm‘l% othora, T hope
the experiment of “local oplion®™ will not be tried by our LL&_{{ alatore, buat bn-
TR checks under the license syatem be continued.  Youra sincerely,

T. F. Bavarp.



THE PROHIBITIONISTS AND THE GRAND ARMY OF
THE REPUBLIC.

Hone shamofully our ofd soldiers, the brave velerans of the olvil war,
were treated in Portland, Maine, during the great rewnion
held there June 32nd to Z6th, of this year.

Ghoss INSULT TO THE 4. A. R.

[Extract from the Bvening Wiseonsin of June 28, 1855,

A mew exhibition of the proneness of temperance zealots Lo over-reach
themselves and directly injure the worthy cause which they espouse, is just
now alforded in Portland, Maine.

The annual encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic is being held in
that eity and there nre already present at the festivitiea tem thousend visiting
veterans Who have gathered from every State in the North and Nerthwest.
lsrge and radica]l temperance organization knm'r:u 8 the Law aod Order Le e,
has assumed that with many veterans there will be much dravkenness in Fort-
land ; and it has taken extraordinary steps to prevent any drinking of liguor
during the encampment season,  One propogition advanced yesterday, was that
the city authorities seize all consignments of bagmare to members of the G. A.
R. and zend them to police headouarters for inspection, and retention in the
event of any liquor being found, This insnlting proposel, though formally
made and strongly !.I'['F}E:[]. failed to gamin approval ;. nevertheless prominent
officers of the Law and Ovder League declare their parpose to seize and keep any
private consignments containing fiqguor which may fall into their hands.

The inexcuzable blunder and unpardonable affront in all this proceeding is
its ridieulous first assumption that the Union veterans of the '[J-'nim!l: States are n
crowid of topers, the chief aim of whoze annual encampment gathering is to
caronse: A grosser Hbel upon a class of men less deserving of soch 1ibel eomld
not be invented, Imagine a veterans’ guthering in Milwankes made up of Milwan-
keo's ex-soldiers who 1n large proportions are the city’s foremost business men ;
then imaging & special and nnusaal policing of the city in order to protect the
people from lawlessness and violenee.  Yet that is precisely what Portland has
done a8 & precaution against possible excesses by old soldiers of Milwankes and
seores of other cities in the land who unduly honor Portland by visiting her,

Last night the dispatch here appended was sent out by ofticers of the G. A.
K., heing signed by LFl'm department of fourteen leading Suates, Ineluding Wis-
consin

Newrort, Vi, June 223 —To the dseociafed Press: Two thousand comrades
of the Grand Army of the Hepahlic have read the dispateh re arding the ap-
ointment of special police to care for the lives and property u? the people of
riland. We call your attemtion to the fact thai in times past we were the
police of the nation, and twenty years has not diminished onr reepect for law
and order. We come unarmed and on & peaceful mission as your guests, and
respectiully ask permission to enter your city nnmolested by special investizat-
ing commitiees.

Mothing more signally than that dispatch can emphasize the insult which
hing been put apon the old soldiers by the eitizéns of Portland. Had the present
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gathering Leen political in character, instead of & meeting of veterans, no such

cantions in the interest of good order would have been dreamed of. To
Eﬂ:u tnken them becanse of a visitation of old soldiers is to have been guilty of
gratuitous and cruel insulé to men who in the average are far less mldicted to
ligjeor than are politiciane in the average. It Is zafe to predict that the 7. A, R.
0? the nation will not speedily forget or forgive Portland and her temperance
famatics.

A new version of an old song, which prohibition has brought
along :

Frou toE Bame CaxTEREN.

Porfland, June, 1885

From hill and plain to the State of Maine
The veterans tofled along,

And they rent the air with toneful blare
Of trumpets and of song;

That their throais were dry there will none deny,
But little they recked, [ ween,

As they gathered round on the old camp-ground
To drink from the same canteen.

The tales of old were again retold,
And they sang of the war ones more—
Till the word went round like & thunder sound ;
* Let us drink to the days of yore!™
A rapturous glee that was fair 1o see
Enveloped the martisl scenc—
But thers came a changs that was pitiful strangs
When they drank from the old cantesn,

The veteran throng sings now no song

Thut is keved in the grand old strain,
And the air is bloe with the hullaballoo

Of the soldiers who marched to Maine ;
Not even beer is the proferred cheor—

Nor & jug nor o flask is seen,
But it's lemonsde of a walery grade

That they drink from the same canteen,
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ARE WE A NATION OF DRUNKARDS ?

The stale and frivolous assertion every day repeated by the organs
of the prohibitionists, pretending that we are a nation of drunkards,
or fravelling mighty fast on the road whieh leads theve, cannot he
rafuted better than by a comparison of consumption of alecholic hev-
erages in this and other countries.

The Federal Council of Switzerland iz responsible for the relia-
bility of the the following table, showing the relative consumption of
drink per capita in the various countries of the world,

PLACE. EPTHITS. WINE. | nerr. | Total in
i Quarts. | Quarts. | Quarts. | Coarts

T | R e PR PRI e 251 080 | 8.51 11,51
Norway. . .48 L | 1520 19,78
Unitad ‘:}tal:-'a |y, Soatl TR 43 264 | B3 AB.15
Grent Britain and Frahmd.,..”,.... 474 00 143, 62 156074
Austris Htmgm'y P h07 1)) 28,42 1%, Bl
France . f.41 119,40 21,10 146,91
Russia . Mo e S o et 711 |[Unknown 485 |(Unkpown
Bwedet ...o...... T.16 .35 1100 | o762
Gorman Zollverein EREp 7.0tk LR 6,00 | TH.56
Belpum. . cocven. Lalnma .10 870 164, 20 18100
Bwitzerland ey B a7 55, 00 H7.50 104057
Netherlands B0 £.487 27,0 .M
o AT e N A s A SR A 16,63 1.0 L B 50, G

Considering the i mmensze wealth of onr country and the compara-
tively larze income or wages of the individuoal, those figures should
speak in faver of our population as a singularly frugal and sober one.
The gonsumption per eapita of aleoholie drinks in the United States
ig indeed a small one, only three eountries,—Canada, Norway and
Sweden,—showing a still smaller proportion.  DBut these thres coun-
tries cannol eompare with ours, as regards general wealth, immensity
of resourees, individual income or wages, nor with respoet to intelli-
genee, culture and industriousmess of the population.
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THE BOARD OF TRADE MEN, THE SALOONKEEPERS
AND THE ABSSESS0R.

Figures which Don't Lie, no maitter who else does! Who Pays the
Taxes

THE RICH MEN 0N “CHANGE" AND THE BALOONMEN—A TIMELY
COMPARISON,

[From the Frede Prosse of Milwankee, May §, 1885.]

The annusl assessment for purposes of taxalion is now taking place. Tt
will, as usual, be to a large extent an entirely arbitrary maode of estimating
the money value of the eisible property of citizens, and in that respect it will
apparently differ radically from the tax of $200 per Year, which, under the name
of & license, has just been imposed vpon one class of our citizens, upon one
gingle industry or trade, and which is accepted by the organs of the Highest
possible License men merely a8 a move in the direction of a $500 lieeneas at the
earliest moment in the future. This latter tax is tixed, It koows no difference
of the valoe of the trade of varfous firms or individuals, but its very equality
carries with it the elemenis of arbitrariness. However, those who differ with us
state, that a Heemse i3 not o tax, but is paid for permisslon to earry on a
certain trade.  Be it so, that argument is 4 quibble just as full of holes as all
the other nl]{'god oo reasnne for bleeding & certain class of people for (he
heneflit of another class,

Let it be understood, at the outset, that as the representatives of a large
portion of the German-American element and of its best traits and habits, we
yield precedence to oo man, to no organ, to no clique of self-appointed social
and political leaders of the Onder of the Holy Doltar, worn on the ribbon on
pealm-singing respectability and skin-deep *“eultab.” in oor desire and in the
activa sapport of onr desire for an elimination of ail resorts, where the sale of
lignors of any kind iz merely a pretense and a cloak for covering vicious,
nefarions and immoral purposes, where the youth is corrupted and the lowest
instincts of any ug;: are pandered to for gein.  Had we bad the power these
many years the objectionable “saloons™ wounld have gone long ago.  The
machinery for aupporting them has existed all along; it existd now; it rest in
the wmoral eourdge of our chosen officers to carry out plain laws,

To-day all saloonkespers of any Kind, good, bad and indifferent, must
either pay two hundred dollars or discontinue their bosiness. There will be no
trouble in finding the parties subject o this tax, their business and their property
will be eagily seen and taxed. In our opinton hich Neense s the first step
towards prohibition. The promoters of it know full well thar high license does
not change human oature.  Ligquor will he the cause of as much trouble under
the higher license ag under the lower tax, A high license, however, paves the
way for saying: ' We have tried all means for reforming the world (excepting
that portion with money enongh to have a private sideboard in & Queen-Anne
cottage), they have failed, nothing will do but prohibition |

The present High License owes ils existence to the famous petition horn in
the Chamber of Commerce of this city on the 20th of January last, and revesled
to the world by the Seatinal on the following day. It was signed by sixty
names of frms and individosls, nearly all members of e Chamber of Com-
merce, and speculators and dealers in bread-stuffs, principally in wheat, with
an occasional dash in pork, and it demanded a license of %{;ﬂ
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Although we have never belonged, snd Jdo not now belong, to that class of
thoughtloss generalizers; who see in every broker pnd speculitor en * Change ™
4 swindling gambler ami & scamp, but, on the contrary, have known gentlemeon
of the highest respectablility in that uzeful institution we yet feel that a com-
parizon in a certain direction of general interest between the grain men and
others, who signed that phillippic against the liquor trade in general, its harm-
fulness and viclonsness, and the zaloonmen, wouald be a useful matter at just
this time of the year.

. The Assessor will call apon the saloonkeepers who have just paid $200
*license,” and he will find all their furnitoee, fixmres, stock, ete., and assess it
at it proper value for purposes of taxation.

The Asgessor will algo call npon the member of the Chamber of Commerce,
who hns signed the aforesaid petition, and the few others who make ap that
bottle of sixty highly-scented Extracts of *° Botter Classes,” and e will do the
same thing with them

The Azaessor-is a hard-worked poor man, and we have undertaken the task
of killing two birde with one gtone;  On the one hand we desire to acguamt the
public with the result of the ot visit of the Assessor to our sixty petitioners, the
amount of property found by the former, and the amoant of taxes pald, as com-
pared with the commercial rating of these beacons of moral and good ‘govern-
ment, and on the other hand we wish philanthropically to aid the Aszessors
themselves, by glving them such valuable hints 45 must appear from our labor
of slatistics aod public spirit.

Faor these purposes we pubiish the following table containing the referved
to Informetlon, collected with grest care, which may be considercd as reliable,
Wo expect no thanks for our worll from the Assessors, but we expect, ves, we
inzist that he shall oxercise the duties of his office in a more conacientions
manner than seems to have been done, for reazons which we eare not to discuss,
heretofore.

At the same time we now offer to the public a suggestion that a license of
say H000 a yvear upon the business of gambling in whest and other commodities
for * fewding the laboring elasses,” of specaluting in ** futores ™ and ** options,”
of dealing in “puts” and **ealls,” 4 business which has redoeed thoosands of
its devotess to pepury, has led them to emberzlements and other crimes and
tinally to suicide, would be guite as wholsesome o way to lessen its bad effects,
quite 88 just & messare 48 the High Licenss for the lignor trade, the saloon
|I.Illl:li'l1lF..'1R. for the purpose of changing human natore with respect io the use of
i,

The statistics which we publish below will be an argument in favoer of our
suggestion. A §E license F]a saloon license, will unerringly search out what
the Assessor cannol flnd amonget a elass of highly intelligent lovers of good
government, whose facilities for concealing property is as far superior to the
facilities enjoyed by the saloonmen as is their alleged love of good government
et kuowiedge of the menns w0 secuate W oy —ieling somelody clee gay
for it. The languwre of the following figures iz plain and loud, their argnment
ig irrefutable.

Ageegaed . Amount of
Name and Businoss, Persomnl “nﬂﬁfﬁlul Pegonnl  Mortrages.
Priperty. ; Property.

John Plankinton, hotel owner,

capitalist .. .. 45,550 Millions,  9493.04 7400

03, J. Hale, wheat speculidor. ... 15500 150—200,000 638 31, Kb
(). K, Britt, wheat speculator. . . AOf: gt e B4l .
W. & Fitch, banker............ B Nk iy 65,21 YRR
W. Young, grein speculator . ... 10,700 300—500,000  215.73 R
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Assosand Amount of
Cormmereial
Name and Businoss, Porshnal Porsonal  Mortgoges,
Property,  Hating. I-"r%garty

E. H. Brodhesd, cupElallsL anu:l

gpeculator ..., 10,140 00000 #7740 L.l
¥ Vance, u.h:]:r a..'u.d 1nauru.m'e

hmkﬂ‘ 31 ) P LB
J. B Brv-deu. “Iu:ﬂl. specuiamr T 20 =40, 16.20 &, (M)
AV Elhhnp whent speculator o, B2 S—10, 000 YL R
Trumsn Woodford, dealer in

Wood and speculator. . ....... 1,145 10—=20,000 28466 2 ......
J. W, Twendy, capitalist .. ..... S0 | A b f4.12 el
8. T. Hooker, speculator . ... ... ] 0, (s 149,15 ;
Charles Ry, speeeulator ... ..., 4480 150—200,000 8750 .
E. Bigelow, banker .. ...... ... | R e s 15.28
E. Banderson, miller and myem-

her of Chamber of Com. 4 H00 200—300,000 10086
J. A, Dutcher, wholesale e dlr. 2,815 410100000 £ R T
Ed. Hyde real cstale and swem.

ber of Chamber of l‘nmm:,m"f' LN 4075, (D 18.15
H. L. Hinrichson, speculator. i A—111, (M0 AL
L. F. Hodpges, speculator ...... 34000 T 10010400 7100
Salisbury & Holstein, elavator . 3000 - 25,04 4475
A, Balisbury, individoally ...... 0 e 234 7
W. A, Holsteln, individually . ;R e T St
A G. Ha :]Ln.. membier of C"hu.m

hear of Upmmeroo. A L L] 25,004 A0 e
ALK *ihﬁ];mi Specnlator. ... . ] T s s 2240 Lol
A G W. Pleree, produce -..... el ORI o T T HEAF  NEER
Jacoh Wuster, momber of (Ch,

of Commerce ... : Bl e hil 63

0, F. Lindman, wheat ﬁﬁecuinlur 540 10—20, 000 10,54
E. T. Mix, avebiteet and member

of Chamber of Commeres , . .. 147 F100— 40, (e rhr] |
E. Barber, land specnlator and

member of Cham, of Com. . ... .t ) D e T Ti'e A1
J. H, Crittenden, speculator, Has F— ) 3ty 5 7

T FIngemIrl member of
Chamber of Commerce. . ... 45,080 4120—=200,000 THE.25
M, A Nelson, coal and mpmher

of Chamber of Commerca .., (il 10—2u,000 18,10 ...
H. Grigg=z, from B, Elliot & Co.,

wheat speculator | 1,950 A00—F00, 000 85.81
G. B. Merrifl, member of lem with

ber of Commerce . .. 2. S0k Fitzgerald 175 i
D. M. Brigham, memhur nf

Chamher of Commerce .. ... .. 4740 A5,000—10,000 92687 A
L. D. IIinckJey, whent srpr.-f:ulu-

¥ e oL | s SR Ak

E. P. Bacon, wheat sp-acu]at.or 1,400 TB—100,000 8711
Geo, Enowlea, wheat ﬁpec.'ul.a.mr 0,575 TH—100,000 2401 89

J. B {fliver, whheat specilator 1,730 5 =100, 000 ol Caavens
M. E. Boardman, member of

Chamber of Commerce, ...... 1,220 H0—20,000 2480 0 L.l
F. 1. Wilson, speculaior ... ... . i TE R 13,60
E. B. Parsong, speculator ...... Tl S gun R21

Figurea with a f refer to Firms,
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THREE DIFFERERT SAINTS.
Apsoesed Conmavaln Amount of

Name and Business, Personal Forsonal —Mortgs
Property. Rating. Pr-%:ilv oS,

Horace Hubles, Journalist, He-
former and Philogopher ..... H00 50,000  Sen- 1050 A
time] shock

Henry C. Payne, Postmaster,
Politician and Practical Re-
N T e T b e ol e A o e A 9 S i i i LN Y

Burped out in the Newhall fire and since then
loat to the Assossor.

John L. Kaipe, employe of the
two other saints draws a fed-
eral nu.'la? and another one
from the "Sentinal” . .ooiaiin. g T W . T.40

Nore.—Commoereial ratings are taken from Dun's and Bradstreet’s reports,
and left out where thege Apencies could give no information,

These figures teach some peculiar lessons.  They show

1. That only gix of the sixty “petitioners™ for a $5060 license for saloon-
keepers paid a personal property LeX equal to or rreater than the present S200
licemse, and that only one, Mr. Plankinton, ]TFI."Ili-‘ as much and more than the
§500 licenge which they want one thousand other citizens to pay for permizsion
ta make & living In o Iegal way,

2. That the men on “ Change,” who reside in palatinl residences on fash.
fonable thoroughfares, and ride to and from *Change™ in elegant phetons,
subseribe to armories and swell balle, and form onr pillars of ety generally,
are as poor as any of us when the assessor comes aronmd.

8. It follows, that comparing their commercial rating, which forms the
bagls of their business eredit and solidity, with their property, they either do
business on false pretenges or elae Talgify when the assessor comes around.

4. That the zocial and political rank of these men in the community, it s
far fs it rests upon wealth, i3 ahsurd, when compared with the above figures.

4. 'That for one, Mr. John Plankinton, with a commercial rating of
millions, and an assessed valoation of personal property in his hotel and pri-
vate residence of only §46,530, exelusive of the packing business which goes
under the fiem name of Plainkinton & Co., seems to have placed the balance into
a dark ** corner” where taXes cannot penetrate through ordinary assessors eyes.

fi. That the halo-covered hirh priests of political and personal morality,
known in this world a3 Horace Hubles, John EJKaine, and H. (. Payns, who
jointly pay in taxes on persomal property the enormons sum of 1700, with Mr.

ayne paying nothine at all, are Just the very men who should be left
decide how mueh ** license * other citizens should pay, in order that their philos-
ophy,reform, morality and reapectability should as heretofors blossom untaxed,

"12;. That our argument In favor of & &600 license for brokers on ** Change ™
is at least as sound as the ressons for 1I]'I].'I'I:I!iiu,$ lcenses on poor huckstera and
poddlere, and upon dogs and saloone, even if only for the purpose of placing
gambling in wheat at least npon the level of keeping o saloon, and tearing it
out of the company of certain other indostries that cannot be licensed Decalss
they eannot be recognized.

B,  That ot de hagh me for the arsessor fo do his duty end for the peaple to
aee to it tAat e does,

In conclusion, we claim that our figores will give abundsnt food for
thought and roflection for the mechanie, the small dealer and the lanre mass of
citizena in reneral, upon whose aggregate industry other people fatten, and wea
commend onr statistics to thelr kind and serions consideration,
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THE MORAL SIDE OF THE PROHIBITION QUESTION.

Being strongly opposed to Prohibition and all such measares
which directly or indirectly tend towards it, we are charitable enough
not to interfere with anybody®s opinions- or habits. If some one
thinks that from drinking aleoholic beverages more evil than good
will result, let him cherigh such opinion. Wewill try to convinee him
of hig error by argument and persuasion, but we ask for no legisla-
tion that compels him to abandon his comviction and to adopt ours
instead. In the present age, there is so much work being done under
the trade mark of philanthropy and charity, that to deny the right
of existence to associations which attempt to remedy the evil of
excessive drinking would be considered folly and malice at once, and
rightfully so. Any sineere action or enterprise for the purpose of
remedying existing evils is welcome and deserves general sympathy,
and no less is our party, thongh opposed to Prohibition, ready and
willing to join in the good work of suppressing dronkenness and the
evil consequences resnlting therefrom. If any man abstains entirely
from drinks for conscience sake, let him do so, even at the cost of
depriving himself of a healthy pleasure or enjoyment, or of improv-
ing his health, If a man thinking there is no harm in moderate
drinking, and, formerly enjoyed his glass of beer, wine or whizky,
does now renounce it, for the sake of setting an example to his fam-
ily, relatives or workingmen, we do not reprehend him, but respect
him instead for bringing such a sacrifice ; though we might be able
to suggest to him more effective means for reaching the end
he is aiming at. If & man abstains for the sake of his health,
nobody will find fanlt with him. As long as considerations for
humanity or health are the real and troe motives of one’s abstaining
entively from drink, we certainly appreciate such action, without
inguiring whether such conclusion is the result of wise or nnwise
logic and judgment; but when sach people say that, becanse drink-
ing may be indulzed in to excess, the manunfacture and sale of off
spirituous beverages must be stopped, we are compelled to antagon-
ize them.
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The right of society to interfere with individual liberty is clearly
limited to cases necessary to secure the object for which society
exists, viz.: seeurity of person and property from external and in-
ternal attacks, consequently the prohibition of the manufacture and
sale of aleoholic beverages 18 not within the right of society. But
aside from the legal or constitutional aspeet of the gueation, iz it fair,
is it just, is it reasonable or expedient, becanze some take to drinking
to excess, that it shonld be denied to hundreds of thousands to whom
it 18 a necessity, o daily pleasure and enjoyment, with no attendant
harm? Is it fair to prevent a honedred men from 111‘]1|ki.|:lg, becanse
one of them will take more than is good for him?

The purpose of prohibitory laws is either to make men better
who do not want to be made better, or such who have no self-control,
in both cases at the expense of the rest of the population. *You
shall not enjoy a drink, because if you can get it I can, and 1 shall then
make & beast of myselt,” is the Prohibitionist’s argument and conclu-
#ion, his doctrine in a nut-shell. It hardly needs any refatation, being
made up of a concoction of ignoranee and folly ; and “where ignor-
ance is bliss, it is folly to be wise” But is it just? Are such prohib-
itory laws warrantable? Does the public conselence sustain them?
Tt does not, and therefore such laws will always be a dead letter, and,
as @ matter of fact, they have alwayr heen disregarded wherever they
were enseted and imposed upon the people. Everybody knows that
stealing is wrong and that disgrace follows convietion ; everybody
knowsa that ﬁ-ﬂuiﬂg O laﬂ;ing a drink i8 no W, and no diserodit
attaches to it in spite of prohibitory laws. The selling and buying
of drinks will be carried on under all circumstances, and, when dona
against the law, the usual sequences of law breaking will appear:
perjury, contempt of law, hypocrisy and moral degradation. The
object of the law, however, will never be attained ; on the contrary,
drunkenness actuslly incresses, as well as the number of saloons,
while their charaeter deteriorates, and the moral status of the people
is being degraded by forging them to have regourse to mean and
evasive tricks. Compulsory legislation always leads to breaking the
law. It is a wrong in itself to deny a rightto A, and all the other
letters of the alphabet down to 2, becanse % abuses this right.
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kept out of those quarters where they have built their gostly resi-
dences.  They tell us that a saloon in their neighborhoad conld wod
make a living for its proprietor, Most eertainly ! Those apostles of
moral reform and high license (which latter proposition they warmily
advocate in order to reduce the tax rate on their property), have
stuffed their cellars full of champagne, costly wines, sweet old !.-.:hiy-k}-',
bottled beer and cordials ; they revel in their private houses and
indalge in the pleaswre of drinking to excess whenever they wish
They have their club house where the same performance is gone
through with almost every day, without paying to Cesar that which
belongs to Cesar; in plain words, defranding the meneral and the
city government of the license money rightfully due. And these same
modern saints want to shut up the public houge, where the laboring
man and the majority of the middle class get their daily drink, where
they enjoy the pleasure of a glass of wine, beer or whisky in a frugal
and sober way, doing so before the face of all the world and not hid-
ing hehind the closed doors of a club house or elegant mansion.
They will deny to the poor what they do not deny to themselves ; the
laborer shall be deprived of an innocent pleasure and the rich revel
in seeret orgies. Tt needs jost the enactment of auch doctrines, now-
a-days, to make the poor feel the ill nsage he ir exposed to from the
rieh, to stir up the spark of social discontent lingerving among the
lahoring and oppressed elasses.  Close up one-half of the saloons and
yvou will inerease drunkenness and law breaking. These drunkards
who have the means to do it, will provide themselves with a store of
lignids and sot themeselves at home, with no eyes on them to check
them, and thus imitate the rich as long as the means hold out. But
the laboring man who lacks those means and has no eellar or store
room, but is accustomed to trist to the saloon for what is a reasoma-
ble and wholesome enjoyment, finds no place to go to, and he will
smart under a semse of the unfalrness and injustice to which he is
subjected. TLet him become conscious of the difference in the treat-
ment of the rieh and of the poor, and he will surely reach out for a
remedy of equalization, regardless of law and order.

—
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HOW THE INTELLECTUAL DISPOSITION

Of mankind i= affected by the nse of alcoholie drinks is clearly
proven by history. History teaches us that the best, and, in propor-
tion to numbers, the largest quantity of brain work has been, and
still is being done by the people of those nations in which the use of
aleoholic beverages has been and is babitual. Do not England,
France, Germany stand foremost among the civilized nations, and
has not, in these countries, the use of beer, wine and liguor been an
established rule for cemtories? Or are these nations perhaps now on
the down road to decadence or dissolution? And when we look at
the work accomplished by those individuals who bave distinguished
themaelves by their brain work in the onward march of mankind, w
again reach the coneclusion that they have done the best and most
work, who habitually and temperately have taken aleoholie stimualants.

Look at the Chinese, the Japanese, and compare the whole Mahom-
etan population with Christian peoples, and you will find among the
former strict abstinence, religiously enforeed teetotalism on one hand
and stagnation in cnlture, ignorance and soeial depravity om the
other. Take a glance back to the classic ages of Greece and Rome.
The old Greeks, whose high culture our present age, in many respects
hag not surpassed, held “that their God, Dionysins, intredueed among
men the lignid dranght of the grape, which puts an end to sorrows
of wretched mortals”  Going etill further baek, we read in the Rig
Veda, the holy seripture of the Hindoos, and the oldest religious
JAocument in existence, “This wine, when dronk, stimulates my head.
It ecalls forth the ardent thomght.” Horace, the poet lanreate of -the
Romans, praises in manifold songs the value of wine, and surely the
old Romans understood how to drink it. But those were nations
who made the history of the world in their time. And how about
the Jews and Christians? Noah planted the vine and drank the
juice of the grapes; he fonnd it most excellent, and not knowing
the mischief of execess, indalped a little too mueh and became drank.
But the Lord did not punish him for that.
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THE CHRISTIAN STANDPOINT

Is indicated and defined by the miracle done by Christ at the wed-
ding feast of Cana. In no instance does the Bible tell of total, still
less of enforced abstinence. In the book of Proverbs we read:
“GFive strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto
those that be of heavy heart. Let him drink and forget his poverty
and remember his misery no more.” In Eeclesiastes, “Blessed art
thon, O land, when thy princes eat in due season, and not for drank-
enness.” Psalm OIV.: “Wine that makes glad the heart of men.”
And Chrigt himself says: T am the troe vine.” It is even against
the true spirit of Christianity to compel men to abstain from drink-
ing; it was left to that evazy imposter Mahomet, to make teetotalism
a religions law and to enforce it with heavy penalties. Are onr
Christian brethren of the Prohibition party ready to accept Mahomet
A an inspived prophet, and to exchange his teachings with those of
Chirigty, and taking perhaps, the doetrine of polygamy with it into the
bargain? There is absolotely no ground in the Christian doctrines
npon which the Prohibition fanatic can take a stand, unlesz he takes
the parts of the Pharisees who said: “We are the righteous, the
good, the virtnons ; and you are the wicked, bad, vicious.? For the
Pharasee's garment he is well fitted and in that role he tires himself
out, in heaping contempt and ridicule npon those who find pleasure
and enjoyment in a social glass, He ealls those onteasts and erimi-
nals, who engage in the sale and manufacture of such beverages, hate-
ful and envions because his heart knows no joy. FPull down your
Christian mask, yon blind fanatics, and show up your nataral com-
plexion of the Pharizee and hypocrite !

WITH THE HELP OF EXCESSIVE TAXATION

And unhearable license, our patrons of the high license class propose
to remedy the evil of dronkenness by diminishing the nomber of
saloons. Has such medicine ever effected a cure? The reformers of
thiz class, which to some extent represent the wealth of our commnn-
ity here, point with certain pride to the faet that saloons as a rule are
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EXCESS IN DRINKING

Is an evil but not drinking in itself, which is enjoyment, recreation
and pleasure. To stop this evil, by prohibiting the manafacture and
sale of all drinks, would be nothing else but a punishment of the
very large majority of sober people who drink, for the shorteomings
of a relatively small number of individuals who cannot or will not
be moderate in taking beverages. But excess in all things is wrong,
Men eat too much, and medical anthorities have demonstrated that
more harm is being done by overeating than by overdrinking. Some
men read too much and others try to reform too much. There is the
pulpit, the school, the publie platform; let those agencies work in
the right way, let them teach sobriety, demonstrate the evil of drunk-
enness, gluttony and fanaticism, let them instroct the young in the
doetrines of righteousness, of temperance in all things and of charity
towards all. Let the work of persuasion and reasoning go on with
unabating power, impress those who indolge excessively in beverages
with the necessity of moderation, or, if need be, of total abstinence ;
but do not compel others to do g0 and make them thus renounce their
birthright of personal liberty, Do not interfers with other men’s
tmsiness, let the brewer, the liguor dealer, the saloom keeper tend to
theirs, and every one to his own. If vou want Prohibition, the first
thing for you to do would reasonably be to stop the source from
which the manufacturer of malt and distilled liquors is supplied with
the necessary material.  You will then stop the planting of corn, the
sowing of rye and barley, the raising of hops, the planting of the
vine, and the eultivation of grapes.

This could be a very large play ground or battle field, whatever
they might eall it, for theze reformers, if they are so terribly in earn-
est. Let them take the bull by the hornz and eradicate the evil, if it
be such, from the root. There is plenty of ground over which the
prohibition fanatics can ride their nefarions hobbies, in trying their
hand at stopping the primary resources for the manufacture and sale
of aleoholic heverages. Having done their mischief there, they
might then put on the gark of the robber and highwayman, and
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begin with the destruction of property and the demolition of legiti-
mate husiness, I

For the mischief that might be worked by the sale of liquor,
there are abundant remedies provided in onr statutes. Punizsh the
mischievous dronkard, punish the man who sells to him ; exercise
sound discrimination in giving license for the sale of drinks, let the
hand of the law fall with full foree npon those who sell to minors and
thos barm the young. But Jdo not interfere with the innocent en-
joyment of hondreds of thousands, in order to lessen the harm aris-
ing from the folly or evil propensities, not of themselves, but of
others,

Trust to the good sense and improvement of mankind, respect the
rights and opinions of those who do not agree with you; avoid the
evils that attend on laws which have not the support of public opin-
ion, feeling or usage. Be charitable to those who think otherwise
than you and, above all, respect the individual’s vight to Personal
Liberty.



