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LETTER XIV,

Fort St Anthony, at the confiuwence of rivers
St Peter and Mississippi,
May 94¢h, 1823,

OxE comes to America, my dear Countess, to
see g new world; but it is only here, in these
desatis, that it is to be found in all the extension
of the term.

A viver of vast extent, of a majesty which it
iz difficult to conceive; a country presenting
extraordinary features at every step; a race of
men entirely different from those of Furope;
afford abundance of new and impor{ant subjects
for philosophical meditation, gratify the curiosity
with the most agreeable surprise, and divert the
afflicted mind from the subject of ils regrets.
I have felt every impression which so novel a
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seene is capable of producing; but it opens a
field of reflection and conjecture beyond the
extent of my limited understanding, and acces-
sible only to minds of the highest attainments in
knowledge.

I will, bowever, tell you, my dear Madam,
what I have seen and felt: you will spmpathise
in it all, _

On the 2nd inst. T set out with major Tagli-
awar from St Louls, where general Clark, who
resides there, remained. Our antiquaries will,
I think, this time be satisfied with me. I re-
commended o his special protection the savage
antiquities by which bhe is surrounded; one of
which, a presumptucous hand has already pro-
faned. As an additional pratification, [ will tell
them that these are by some persons believed to
be the military posts of the Indians; bot erro-
neously; for elexations sonpletaly exposed; like
these, are im:direst oppoeitie to their whole
syvatem of warfare.

Qur passage to this place forms, I think, =n
epoch in the history of navigation. Tt was an
enterprise of the holdest, of the most extraordee
nary nature ; and probably uwnparalleled. Never
before did-a sicam-boat ascend & river twenty-two

?’1 ) & themmeoed miies above its mouth, The vessel
which conveyed us was the Firginis, one hundred
and eighteen feet long, and twenty-two wide,
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drawing six feet water, and of two thonsand tons
burthen.

The name of captain Perston deserves to be
proclzimed by one of the hundred mouths of
Fame. He ig justly entitled to the admiration
of mgokind, to the gratitude of his fellow-
citizens, and of his government.

To add to the novelty, the Great Eagle, 4
chief of 4 tribe of the Saukis, was of our party.
General Clark, with wbom he had come to hold
a conference, persuaded him, with much diffi-
culty, to consign his eznoe to some cther savages,
aud join our company. The first thing he did,
when we were some distance from shore, was to
take off the uniform which bad been given him
by the general, as a present from the Great
Father, (the name used by the savages to desig-
nate the president of the United States.) He
shewed great satisfaction &t finding himself once
more it statu gue of our first parents, The
youngest of his two children had not even a fig-
leaf, or bit of cloth round the loins, whilst we
were ghivering with cold, though wrapped in our
winter flannel and great coats!

At six miles from St Louis, the current of the
Mississippi becomes very rapid. We were ap-
proaching the mouth of the Missouri, which is
only eighteen miles from that town; and, not-
withstending the yiower of our steam-boat, ‘we
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did not come in sight of this river before eight
o'clock the following moming.

An island, which obstructs the flow of this
mass of water at the very point where it falls
inte the Mississippi, protects the ‘Boats which
pess behind it, znd breaks the pressure of its
enormous velume: but for this precaution pro-
vided by nature, it would perhaps he dangerous
to pasy when the river is full.

Notwﬂhstandmg the travels of Messrs Lewis
and Clark, {the general Clark just mentioned)
and the subseqgaent accounts of Massrs Braken-
ridge and Bradbury, the sources of the Missouri
are still unknown : it appears certain, however,
that its courze, from its confluence up to the
highest known point, is almost as long as that
of the Mississippi, and perhaps the liguid vo-
lume of each is equally powerful at their junc-
tion., The Missousi ishirald therefore; I thivk,
bave retainpd Tz foemeds fr as that part where
the Mississippi loses its own in the Gulf of
Mexico ; its eourse would then have been about
four thousand five hundred miles. But a great
part of the Mississippi was known when the
Missouri was nndiscovered ; and all the rivers of
Louistana flowing into it, as into a ceptrel basin,
had already been declared its tributaries. His-
tory and geography had already settled its
pame, 6 that there was no appeal. But per-

VOL. IL. K



130 THE 1LLINGIE,

heps it has juster claims to its sovereiguty, If
I can survey the whole of its course, 1 will en-
deavour, as far as my atiention and Enowledge
permit, to fill up this chasm in hlstury and geo-
graphy. o

I, however, the Missouri must resignifs pre-
eminence to the Mississippl, no one will dispate -
its supremacy over all the tributary rivers in the
waorld.

THe afflax of the Illinecis, which ig also a very
considerable river, is tweniy-cne miles higher,
towards the east. At sbout two hundred miles
above its mouth, Mr Lz Salle built the fort
Créve-Ceur. This name appears not to have
been more propiticus in the estimation of the
Americans than in that of the French, for they
goon abandoned snd demolished the fort. The
Ilinoie took ite name from the savage nation
that dwelt apon its banks-; ‘a nation which, like
that of the Mizscuris, has ceased to exist, or
has merged in others. The eagtern bank of the
Mississippi, oppostte the village ealled the Per-
‘tage des Stour, leading from the INincis to the
Missouri, rises in ahrupt rocks, hewn by nature
into perpendicnlar pillars. They are so like the
substructures of the palaces of Pompey and:
Domitian ‘in the Villa Barberini upon Lake Al-
béno, as 1o be a perfect illusion. T almost ima-
oined 1 was. there.
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This excursiun, l]lj" dear Madam, is near]? as
long &3 that on the Ohio. It is much more fertile
in incidents, and in scenes but slightly known
evel in America, This may sometimes retard
our progress, but I will confine myself to what
15 most essential or most singular; to the most
interesting points, and to the distances most
necessary to be known; lest my letter should be
converted into a volume, and your patience into
martyrdom.

Clatksville and Louniziana are two pretty rising
villages; the latteris a hundrad and twelve miles
from 8t Louis.

From the top of & pretty hill which uverlmks
it, the eye rests on nothing but immense and
impenetrable woods, the only asylum we have
henceforth to expect; for, wiith the exception of
the forts eztablished upon the Missizsippi, and n
small village called @€ Praivie de-Chien, this is
the last vestige of ci¥ilzation towards the north,

The morning of the Sth presented to our view
one of those great natural features which mark
many districts on the north-west of Nortk Ame-
rica, and especially in Upper Mississippi ;—the
Prairie aur Lierds,—-one hundred and Glg]ltjl'
miles from St Louis,

The [Tnited States and Canada, with alt their
immense dependencies, exhibit one continued
forest, the Yargest perhaps in the world; mter-
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rupted only by vest glades inlaid with villages,
markei-towna, cities, fields, ponds, and mter-
sected in every direction by rivers. Eighteen
parts out of twenty, perbaps, still remain in a
wild, uncultivated state; of these the forests of
the Mississippi are a continuation,

In the midst of these impenetrable masses of
trees which cover the face of the carth, and
whose birth, life and death are exclosively in
the hand of nature, one meets with extensive
and beautiful tracts of meadow land, destitute
not only of trees, but even of shrubs or bushes ;
or they sometimes exhibit the still more re-
rarkable appearance of groves and clumps of
trees, disposed: with so much art and symmetry,
that, but for the death-like silence which per-
vades ihia vast solitude, it would be xmpossible
not to thirk that they bad been placed there by
the hand of man. It is evident too that the grass
in these places has never fallen underany scythe
_ but that of Time, This, my dear Countess, is a
phenowenon which bewildered my eyes asid my
imagination. '

On the 8th, whiist the steam-boatwas taking
in wood, I wandered intea forest which beunded
one of these beautiful caprices of nature. The
varied forms and titits which this cobtrast im-
parted to the landscape, wiilst they continnally
arrested iy steps, insensibly led me on; and a
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flock of wild turkeys, which eluded Wy pursuit,
induced me to go so far that I was unable to re-
gain the place where the stear-boat had stopped.
In this dilemma my compass was my guide ; bat
what was my suprise at finding the vessel
gone! A bend of the Mississippi concealed
every signal 1 could make; and the discharges
of my gun resounded vainly in the forest, and
under the canopy of heaven. At last I betook
myself to my last resource—my legs; but the
speed of Atalanta would have been useless
among the brushwood and the ruins of pre-
adamite trees, scattered around like the ancient
monuments of Egypt, Greece, and Rome: all
my efforts would have been vawm, but fortu-
nately, the steam-boat ran a-ground on a sand-
bank. At this moment my compauions made
the discovery that T was missing. The cance
which was dispatched to meet me arived just
in time, for I was so completely out of breath
that 1 must have piven up the pursuit. Iz
seemed as if the mement of my appearance had
been appointed as that of her extrication ; for I
had scarcely srrived when she was a-float. If
I had been as ready to believe in divine interpo-
sitions as some good peaple, I should certainly
not have let alip this opportunity of proclaiming
a miracle in favour of 2 Cathelic over a number of
heretics, who seemed plotting his destruction.
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You are a little angry, dear Lady, with the
captain of the steam-boat; but I must, in some
measure, take his part. The Americans have
a sort of evasive ¢ Yes,” very convenient for
settling doubts or shuffling off troublesome en-
quiries; and with a yes of this kind he had
been made to believe that I waz on board.
Bot be this as it may, it is a good lesson for
those who, like me, are not punctual when
they travel hy a public conveyance. For-
tune, too, seemed willing to compensate me for
any little ill-humour T might have felt at a mark
of indifference which certainly seemed ur pew
sauvage. A scene was preparing which sfforded
me abundant cause for laughter. The Great
Eagle, vexed and angry that the pilot had not
taken his advice respecting the choice of the
chanpel, jumped into the river and swam to the
western bank, whence he spoke to his children ;
and disdaining to remain any longer in the
steam-boat, returned home, that is to eay, into
the forest. This was the first incident that gave
me an insight into the character of these people.
The following day we found him surrounded by
his tribe at Fort Edward, where he had arrived
before ws. They had formed a temporary en-
campraeni and were exchanging furs with the
traders of the Bouth-west Company.

-Bearcely were we within sight of the encamp-
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ment, when the children of the Grest Eagle
plunged into the river and swam to itheir den
with all the eagerness of wild beasts escaping
from a ménggerie into their hative forests. The
Great Fagle came on board to take his bow,
quiver, and gun; and although be was exas-
perated against the people of the beat, hLe put
out his hand to me as a mark of friendship, .axd
as g proof that I had no share in the resentment
which he felt for the others. T availed myself
of this favourable moment to ask him for a
gcalp suspended by the hair te the handle of
his tomshawk. It was the pericranium of &
chief of the Sioux, whem he had killed with his
own band the preceding year, Savages have no
control over the impulse of the moment ; and as
the Great Eagle was now as much softened
aa he had been the day before irritated, he
could nof.refuse. my vequest. - This scalp is as
honourable & trophy to an Indian, as a horse’s
tail is to & Turk, a Tartzr, or & Chinese.

" Fert Edward is built upon a promontory on
the eastern bank of the Mississippi; its sitvation,
which is very pleasant, commands & great ex-
tent of the river and the surrcunding country,
as_well as the mouth of the river Le. Moine
which descends from the west and is pavigable
for three hundred miles into the interiar. The
banks of this river are inhabited by the Yawohas,
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a savage people, who have been almost entirely
destroyed by the Sioux.

Fort Edward is two hundred and twelve miles
Trom 3t Louis ; it is on the houndary of the two
states of- Ilinois and Missouri.

It will be necessary, before we proceed, to
endeavour to form some notion of the geogra-
phical and statistical divisions of the countries
we are preparing to visit. 'Without this preli-
minary information we should often be quite at
seq.

The American goverament, after having in-
corporated the whole of Louisiana with the
Union, divided into Territories ali those coun-
tries not sufficiently populous to be formed into
Statee. . . The whole extént of couniry beyond
Fort Edward, on the east of the Mississippi as
far aa ita sources, belonga to the territory of Mi-
chigan, which alse comprises all the regions along
the western banks of lakes Erie, St Clair, Huron
and Superior. All the couniry beyond the fort
just mentioned, on the west of the Mirsissippi
as far 15 itz soarces, and even still farther, which
kelonged to the territory of the Missouri be-
fore it was formed nto a etate, is now distin-
guished only under the name of Savage Lands;
for throughout their whole extent there are no
other traces of civilization than a few scattered
huts belonging to traders, who are themselves
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the descendants of savages. Arksnsau and
Florida form two other territories. Each teri-
tory is entirely subject to the general govern-
ment of the United States, at Washington ; that
is to say, it is under ifs immediate jursdiction,
and receives from it a governor, judges, and
receivers of taxes, as & country still in the in-
fancy of civilization. A tferritory has the right
of sending only one representative to the national
congress, who has no vote but in discussions
concerning his own territory.

A= all these territories are chiefly inhabited
by savage tribes, the government has had the
wisdom to organize in each of them an infen-
darcy and subintendoncics, whose business it is
to watch over aud protect these people; te pre-
vent abuses on the part of those who are antho-
rized to trade with them, and to oppose the
usurpation of that right by foreigners.

Thie mezsure was pariicularly necessary,
because the English North-west company bad
already extended its establishments very far into
the territory of the United States, which enabled
the cebinet of St James's to excite and direct,
as opportunity offered, the passione of the sa-
vages agaiost the United States.

The governors of the different territories are,
ex officio, the fntendants of the Indians within their
jurisdiction, and general Clark is the indendant
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of all the Indian tribes lying upon the Missouri
and Mississippi above 8t Louis.

After this brief sketch of what is most essen-
tial we might mere advantageously pursue gur
excursion ; but it will not be amiss to stop an
instant longer for the purpose of taking a tran-
sient view of these Indians,—ihe first we meet
with towards the north. '

The Saukis, half a century age, were one of
the most numercus and powerful Indian nations,
The famous Pontiac, the bravest and most formi-
dable savage ever known, was their principal
chief. Next to the Montezumas, and the Incas,
no. one among the aborigines of America has an
equal claim to historieal celebrity, yet his
name 8 nowhere recorded. He was the im-
placable enemy of the English, who in vain
exerted every efiort to hring him over to their
interests. He continuglly harassed them in
their conquests of those countries from. the
French, to whom he showed the most devoted
and unshaken attachment.

With a conning, courage, and ferocity more
than savage, he repeatedly massacred theiy gar-
risons in several forts, and particularly in those
of Déircit on Lake St Clair, and Michiiima-
kingk on lake Huron. At the moment when
with unconquerable hatred he was meditating
other acts of hostility, he was assassinated by
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an Ottawais, an emissary in the pay of the
English.

His tragical end was the signal for an atro-
cious war between his nation, who determined
to avenge him, and the Ottawais, the Wine-
begos, and. the Potomawais,—savage nations
which still exist in small numbers upon lakes
M:chigan, Erie, Huron, and in the countries
‘east of the Mississippi,—who formed a cealition
against them in favour of the English. The
greater part of the Saukis were destroyed : their
bumber now scarcely amonnts to 4,800,

I visited their camp: their flying tents or
huts, which are their only bouses, zre covered
with mals or skins, The Canadians, whoe may
be considered as the classical nomenclators of
these countries, call them lodges. They are
eltiptical. Each of them generally containg a
family, sometimes two, with or without thelr
relations; they sleep in a circle upon skins,
mats, or dried grass. The fire is made in the
centre, as among the anclents, who gave the
name of imagines flomose to the pictures and
statues placed in the room containing the fire,
from their being blackened by the smoke. In
the Indian huts the smoke passes through the
round opening in the centre of the roof, the
foramina vel oculi, by which the light was ad-
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mitted into the temples and houses of the
Romans.

A copper or tin hoiler which they get in ex-
change from the traders, often supported only
by a wooden fork stuck in the ground, pieces of
wood hollowed into spoons, bits of the hark
of trees formed into plates and dishes, the homs
of buffalos or cther animals cut into cups, con-
stitute the whole of their batterie de cuising, their
plate, and their table service. A stake supplies
the place of a spit, their fingers serve for forks,
the esrth for a table, and a skin or the bean-
tiful carpet of nature for their table-cloth,

They all sit indiscriminately around the food
with which Providence and their guns supply
them. Neither kings, ministers, nor courtiers
are treated with any distinction.

In this perfect republic, equality is not less
the privilege of animals than men. The dogs,
although ifferitimate and descended from wolves,
are seated at the same table with the savages,
and at the same diven; they partake of the same
dishes and sleep on the same beds. I have
seen young bears and otters treated as a part of |
the commumnity.

The faces of the Saukis, although exhibiting
features characteristic of their savape state,
are not disagreeable; and they are rather well
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made than otherwise. Theirsize and structyre,
which are of the middle kind, indicate neither
peculiar strength nor weakness. Their heads
are rather small; that part called by French
anatorists veule erditeire, bas in general no hair
except & small tufi upon the pineal gland, ke
that of the Turks; this gives the forehead an
appearance of great elevation. Their eyes are
gmall, and their eye-brows thin; the cornea ap-
proaches rather to yellow, the pupil to red ; they
are the link between those of the Orang-ontang
and ours., Their ears are sufficiently large to
bear all the jewels, &c¢. with which they are
adorned : twe foxes’ tails dangled from those of
the Great Eagle. I have seen others to which
were hung bells, heads of hirds and dozens of
buckles, which penetrated the whole cartilagi-
nous part from top to bottom. Their noses are
large and flat, like those of the nations of eastern
Asia; their nostrils are pierced and ornamented
like their ears. The maxillary bones, or pom-
meltes, are very prominent, The under jaw
extends cutwards on both sides. Their mouths
are rather larpe, their teeth close set, znd of
the finest epamel; their lips a little inverted.
Their necks are regularly formed : they have
large bellies and narrow chests, so that their
bodies are generally larger below than above.
Their feet and hands are well proportioned ;
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their arms are slender: this may be attributed to
want of exercise, which checks the development
of the muscles; the only part of the body which
savages inure to fatigne is the legs, which are
therefore more robust then the rest of their
frame. Their complexion is copper-coloured,
whence they call themselves the red people, as a
distinction bath from whites and blacks. Ex-
cept the tuft in the head, which we have already
remarked, they have no hair on any part of the
body. Books, which deal grestly in the mar-
vellous, convert this into an extraordinary phe-
nomenon; but the fact is that, from a supersti-
tion common to all savages, they pluck it out,
and ae they begin at an early age and use the
most persevering means for ifs extifpaﬁun,
nothing is left but 2 soft down.

Yoo kngw that many of our drivers and
coachmen believe that the manes of their
horses are haunted by devils who make their
nests in them, and that they employ conjura-
tiens to drive them away: the Indians, whao
have the same creed on this point and have
neither sainés nor Asly water wherewith to exor-
cise them, preveut the effect by tearing up the
cause by the rots. The Greeks and Romans had
similar superstitions, and the Egyptian kings,
like others, carefully infused them into the minds
of the people the better to enslave them.
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You wonld be astonished, my dear Madam,

at the striking coincidences between the cha-
racter and habits of the Indians and those of
the ancient and modern people of the old world,
though their country was entirely nnknown fo
the former, and very imperfectly to the latter.
. Wotwithstanding the continvnance of the cold
weather, the men had nothing but a single co-
vering of wool or skin, which serves them by
day and by night. They throw it about them
with extraordirary grace and dexterity, as the
Romans did their paifium. Their coverings for
the feet and legs, which they call mofasing, are
made of the skin of the roe-buck, buffalo, or
elk, and are precisely like the peromes, cothurni,
mulei and caleev of the Greeks and Romans;
but in summer they generally go barefoot. In
winter they wear a kind of skin or cloth gaiters,
like those of the Cimbri in the time of Marias,
which they call myfas. They wear a covering
round the loins; all the rest of the hody,
even the head, is naked, whether it rains, hails,
or freezes, or the earth is parched with the
hurning heat of the dog-days.

"Their offensive weapons are the how, the
arrow, the pike, the lance, as amang the an-
‘cients; the axe, the club, the dagger, as among
the combatants of the middle ages ; the casse-télc,
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the tomahawk, ag used by the Tartars of Tamer-
lane; and the gon used by modern pations.

The shield is their only defensive weapon. It
is precisely like that of the early Romans, of
leather, round like the elypens, or oval like the
scutznz; but the most singular instance of resem-
blance is that they paint it as the Romans did,
and, like them, trace the ongin of their armo-
rial bearings from if; they have already begun
to paint upon their tenis and elsewhere,—as
we o apon the doars or walls of our mansions,
—those glorious hieroglyphies formerly painted
only vpon shields. I have onein my possession
which iz ornamented with plumes, and bears
the head of the Manitou or peculiar god of the
hero from whom T received it. 1t is the head of
a wild dack, by means of which he expected
perhaps o petrify his enemies, as Perseus did
with the head of Medusa,

The ephod, from the Hebrew word aphael,
which signifies to dress, wes a kind of short
tunic with large sleeves. Itwas first confined to
the Jewish high priest, who could not perform
his sacerdotal functions withont it; and was
afterwards in 4 manner profaned by David, who
had the presumption to wear it; after him it
was irreverently worn by the whole family of
Gideon ; and when this nation addicted itself to
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idolatry, it became a part of the fashionable
dress of every woman of rank. It passed from
Asia to Greece, thence to Rome, and lasily to
these savage countries; for the species of short
tunic with large sleever which comes down to
the girdle of the female Sanokis, is precisely like
the ephod: plates of white metal, fixed upen
the part which covers the breast, seem an imita-
tion of the fibuiz of the ancients. By their round-
ness they appear to be an emblem of the sun,
which the Peruvians aleo wore upon their breasts.

A petticoat, fitting close to the body, descends
to the hottom of the knees, and their legs are
covered with a kind of gaiters, resembling those
of the ancient Scythian women. The covering
for the feet and legs is distinguished from thai
of the men only by it elegance: in summer,
however, their feet end legs are always unco-
vered. Dunng the period of youth their forms
are fattractive, but these Hovwers soon fade : the
evening succeeds to the morning without the
interval of noon; for these poor women are the
porters, the beasts of burden of the men, whe,
they say, would lose all dignity and become as
vile, abject, and despicable, as the whites, if they
condescended to submit to any other occupa-
tions than those of hunting and war. There is no
elavery more abject than that of the Indian wo-
men. They are looked upon with such ¢ontempt,

voL. IT. L
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that the greatest insult to an Indian is to say
to him ¢ Go, you are & spueme (& woman.)” It
frequently happens that these victims of the
instinctive tyranny of man have such a horror
of the fate of their sex, that they destroy their
daughters at their birth, to save them from the
wretched, miserable life which awaits them.

They have very luxuriant bair which they tie
iito what some people cail cafogans, like the
carters and poissards of the south of France. Theic
heads, like those of the men, are uncovered, and,
like them, they wear a covering for the body,
consisting of a piece of coarse blue or red eloth.
This is a recent faghion.

The men apd women dauh their faces with
red, yellow, white, of blue. When they are in
mourning they paint the whole face, and even
the body, black, duritg a year; the second year
they paint only half; and, at last, merely streak
themselves with it in various patteins. Both
men and women wear ornaments on the neck
and arms: some wear what we call marge-
rifines, that is to say, small glass beads, or
composition trinkets, which the traders sell
them in exchange: others, the teeth or claws of
wild beasts :—here, you will admit, is some-
thing of every age-—the most antique, the an-
cient, ihe middle sges, the modem, and the
very modern.
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Enoch tells us that, before the deluge, the
angel Azgliel taught young women the art of
painting their persons. Isaizh alludes fc the
same fact in respect to those of Sion; the Greek
and Roman women barrowed it from the Asiatics,
and Juvenal represents the effeminate priests of
Athewns as painted with white and red. Ambrose
eXclaims loudly ag@nst the vanity of this custom;
the famous monk Hiidebrand, (Gregory VII,)
im putes thig vice with many others to the women
of his time, the more highly to exalt the virines
of Matilda, whe gave him pretty sobstantial
proofs of ber gratitude. Before the time of Peter
the Great, the Muscovites striped their faces
with all sorts of colours: even inour titne, this is
practised by many of the nations of Asia; and
our ladies, and even our dendies, seldom hlow
their noses without leaving some of their com-
plexion upon their handkerchiefs. Itis not a
little singular that antimony is an ingredient in
the most ancient roxge, as well as of that which
the Indians regard as the paint de grand parade,

That the female savages should wear neck-
laces, like the Greeks and Romanas, iz not extra-
ordinary, for they are worn everywhere; but
what does surprise cne is, that like the women
of antiquity they offer them to the departed
spirits of their relations, of which I have been
an eye-witness.
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The custom of wearing necklaces, prevalent
among the men, reminds. us of that of the
Egyptians ; it is still move singular, that their
bracelets are precisely like the grmille of the
Romans, and that they wear them on the upper
part of the arm, as they did.

I saw one of these tribes break up their tents
to go in quest of a new domicile, or forest. In
half an hour everything was ready for their
departure. .

The lustres, wardrobe, sideboard, equipage,
plate, kitchen utensils, &¢, occupied the centre
of the canoe; the house, that is to say, the mats
and skins for the tent, served %o cover them;
the children, the dogs, the beara, &c. wers
placed opposite; the men on either side; and
the women, at the two extremities, exercised
the functions of pilots and sailors: sometimes,
however, the men row too.

Their veazel is the hollowed trunk of a tree,
@nd the oars resemble those of our ancestors,—
such as artists putinto the hands of painted or
sculptured deities of vivers. The ease with
which they manage these fburnice is astonish-
ing; and considering how narrow they are, how
unsteady on the water, and how heavily they
are laden, it lg surprising that they so seldom
upsei.

On the evening of the 6th we set ont from



RAFIDS OF THE MOINE. 149

Fort Edward, where we were treated by the
otficers with much politeness ; we scon returned,
however, for the steam-boat, being too heavily
laden, was unable to make a very difficult and
dangerous passage aia place called the Middle
of the Repids of the Moine, nine miles above the
Fort. By great good luck we escaped from a
1ock which might have dashed our steam-hoat
ko pieces ; it wae only slightly damaged.

On the 7th, while the steam-boat was getting
ready, I made = little shooting excursion. 1
killed a monstrous serpent, almost entirely
black, spotted with yellow ; it is called by the
Indians piseoiba (1. e. terrible animal.) They
dread it more than the ratile-snake, thongh
its hite is not so dangerous, because it glides
silently and insidionsly among the briars and
grass, and its attacks are unexpected; whereas,
the cther gives notice of its appreach by the sound
of that substance with which nature -has provi-
dentially furnished iis tail, that man may have
time to escape its pursuit. 1 have preserved its
skin, because I do not recollect to have szenone
like it i the musenms I bave visited, either in
thie world or our awn.

The Indians, at the sight of my prize, wel-
comed me as if I had been a beneficent Maniton.
Their nakedness and their wandering life ren-
der wamenduska (reptiles) objects of great terror
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to them, and yet no one dares kill them, for
they believe that they are malevolent spirits,
who would visit their families and camps with
every kind of misfortune if they attempted to
destroy them.

The next day we ascended, though not with-
out difficuity, these rapids, which continue for
the space of twenty-one miles, when we saw
another encampment of Sankis upon the eastern
bark,

Nine mileg higher, on the western hank, are
the ruivs of the old Fort Madizon,

The president of that name had established an
gutrepdf of the most necessary ariicles for the
Indians, to be exchanged for their peltry. The
object of the government was net specilation,
but, by its example, to fix veasonable prices
among the traders; for, in the United States,
everybody traffics excep? the government. Fear-
ing, however, the effect of any restraint on
the trade of private individuals, it has with-
drawn its factories and agents, and left the
field open to the South West Company, which
has been joined by a rival company, and
now monopolizes the commerce of zlmost the
whole savage region of the valleys of the Mis-
sissippi and the Missour., [Its two pringipal
centres of operations are St Louis and Michili-
makinae, on lake Horon.
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At a short distance from this fori, on the same
side, 1s the river of the Béte Puante, and farther
on, that of the Yahowas, 5o called from the name
of the savage tribes which inhabited iis banks,
It is ninety-seven miles from Fort Edward, and
three hundred from St Louis.

Fhe fields were beginning to resnme their
verdure ; the meadows, groves, and forests were
reviving at the return of spring. Never had I
seen nature more beautiful, more majestic, than
in this vast domain of silence and solitude.
Never did the warbling of the birds so expres-
gively declare the renewal of their ignocent
loves. Every object was as new to my imagi-
nation as to my eye. :

All around me breathed that melaucholy,
which, by tumns sweet and bitter, oxerciscs so
powerful an influence over minds endowed with
eensibility. How ardeatly, how often, did I long
to be alone!

Wonded islands, disposed in beautiful order
by the hand of nature, continually varied the
picture : the course of the river, which had
become ecalm and smooth, veflected the dac-
zling rays of the sun like glass; smiling hills
formed a delightful contrast with the immense
prairies, which are like oceans, and the mo-
notony of which 15 relieved by isolated clusters
of thick and massy irees. These enchanting
scenes lasied from the river Yahowa till we
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reached a place which presents a distant and
exquisitely blended view of what is called
Rocky Island, three bundred and seventy-two
miles from 5t Louis, and one hundeed and sixty
from Fort Edward. Fort Armstrong, at this apot,
is constructed upon a plateay, at an elevation of
about fifty feet above the level of the river, and re-
wards the spectator whoe ascends it with the most
magical variety of scenery. It takes its name
from Mr Armstrong, who wag secretary at war
at the time of its construction,

'The eastern bank at the mouth of Rocky River
was lined with an encampment of Indians, calied
Faxes. Their features, dress, weapons, customs,
and language, are similar to those of the Saukis,
whose allies they are, in peace and war. On the
western shore of the Mississippl, a semicircular
hill, clothed-with frees and underwood, encloses
a fertile spot carefully cultivated by the gar-
rison, and formed into fields and kitchen gardens,
The fort saluted us on our arrival with four
discharges of cannen, and the Indians paid us
the same compliment with their muskets. The
echo, which repeated them a thousand times,
was most striking from its contrast with the
deep repose of these deserts.

We amrived on the 10th, sbout noon. Afier
dinner I visited the Saukis, three miles to the
east, on the north bank of the Rocky River. Here
they had formed their most extensive EDCATR -
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ment, the only one they constantly inhaint
during the summer months.

In this village, if I may call it so, I witnessed,
for the first time, the dexterity with which the
Indians handle their bows. Children, mne or ten
years of age, hit a small piece of money of six
sous, which I had fixed up for them to aim at,
at a distance of twenty-five paces,—often at the
second trial. At last I was obliged to remove
it to thirty-five, or they would soon have ex-
bansted the hittle purse [ had filled for this visit.
The chiefs offered us a slight refreshment; it
censigted of bear’s flesh dried in the smoke,
which I thought more delicious than our hams,
and of roots, resembling chicory, but less bitter
and very highly flavoured : they call them po-

They had completed their toilet, so that their
faces exhibited every variety of colour. -Some,
by the hieroglyphics painted on their bodies,
reminded me of the mysteries of the ancient
Egyptian priests. These who favoured us with
the dance called the Medicine Dance, or Wakew
Watd, had their bodies covered with them.

As the only people the Indians ever heard of
are the French, English, Spaniards, and Arme-
ricang, and as their conception of the world is
confined to those nations, the Saukis were much
astonished when Y told them that T did not
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belong to any one of them. I made them
believe that I came from the moon: their as-
tonishment was then converted into veneration ;
for they adore this planet as a beneficent deity,
whose rays enable them to hunt, fish, and
travel, during the night. Whatever is useful
seems to be an object of worship in every part
of the world.

This medicine dance 1s the offspring of political
knavery and superstitious folly and credulity.
It has some analogy with the mysteries of
Eleusis, and with others which turm the brains
of some of itha moderns. The initiated ara en-
closed within a parallelogram, formed by a small
barricade covered with skins: the profane may
witness the ceremony, but at a distance.

As [ wished to know the whele secret, I deter-
mined to try the result of a clandestine en-
trance ; accordingly, I glided into the enclosure,
but was turned out, althcugh a son or ichabitant
of the moon. A sort of president, whose head
ie adorned with plumes and with the horns of
a'buffalo, the points of which are turned inwards
like those on the mitre of Aaron and Melchise-
deck, takes his station, surrcunded by a band
of musicians, eagt of the enclosure. At the west,
two warriors, armed with bows and arrows,
guard the entrance. A master of the ceremonies,
witha club ir his hand, stands in the centre, and
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receives the orders of the president. The elect,
male and female, (for some were of the larter
sex,) are seated on the north and south, aceord-
ing to his or her senjority or respective rank.

An orator, (for there must be one everywhere,)
placed at some distance on the left of the presi-
dent, every now and then raised his eyebrows,
as If under the influence of celestizl inspiration,
and shewed by every movement of his agitated
body his impatience to speak,~—perhaps to hear
the delightful sound of frave or emcore. As
they have no written language, there is no
secretary ; this s a great defect: in any other
country, & session without & procds verbal would
be absolutely null 2nd void.

I cannot tell what the president said in g
opening speech, for nobody could underatand
him, not even, I think, his neophytes; but the
orabor, who almost immediately addressed the
assembly, must inquestionably have spoken
well, for he equalled in eloquent emphasis
the greatest oratoras of Greece or Rome. The
vehemence and animation of the oratory of
savages excite astonishment, when contrasted
with. their faciturnity and apathy in the common
transactions of life. Sometimes the inspiration
is so powerful, thatthey tremble in every limb,
like the Shakers. [ could neither understand
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nor guess the meaning of his speech; but I
conclude that with these superstitions people, as
with many others, fanaticism holds the place of
reason, and blindness, of belief,

On a signal given hy the president, the musi-
cians then played npoen their horns and drums ;
the latter, beatez with a stick covered with
Psather, produce a very touching sound ; but the
nented and whdatus to which they beat time, were
torturing to the ears, and troly terrific.

At this beautiful music, the president, the
door-keepers, the orator, the male and female
elect, form a ¢irele ; and the master of the cere-
‘monieg, from the centre, directs the necessary
formalities. Each carries in his right hand the
gkin of an otter, beaver, or some other faveurite
animal, made in the form of a bag, open at the
two ends; and at the moment the pregident
raises his in the air, the great ceremony begins.

The president, waking frightful contortions,
and fervently stammering out 2 few ejaculatory
prayers, first blows into one end of his bag, the
‘other end of which is turned towards his right-
hapd npeighbour, At this instant, the latter
suddenly falls to the ground ; no matter in what
direction, or whether he break his neck or not,
for he iz considered dead,

He is only restored to life by degrees, and in
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proportion as his exorcist—the same person by
whose influence he fell—pronounces some expi- -
atory formule, which operate upon him like
galvanism : the resuscitated person is then com-
pletely purified #b omni macuid. Although he
retains the same bedy, the bag and the ceremony
have given him 2 new soul: a doctrine quite
contrary to that of the melempsichosis, -which,
transfuses an old soul into a new body; it is
also opposed to the creed of the savages of
several nations, whe seem to held the Pythago-
rean hypothesis about death.

If I may presume to give my opimon on this
faree, 1 think the medicine danceis only 2 spiritual
modicing, given in this transitory life to prepare
the soul for a morc suceessful aspiration to a
celestial and eternal one.

The president and his neighbours, and the
other personz of the mystic chbain, become
successively active and passive, until the presi-
dent himself falls, dies, and is restared to life in
his turn ; he then closes the dance by declaring
that lu séance est fevée.

1 expected that my philharmonical friends
and the master of the ceremonies would have
acted the same part; but either they . have
some other mode of purification, or they perify
themselves by sympathy, lhike bodies attracted
by the force of electricity.
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Would that I were 2 painter! But then per-
haps ty observations would have been superfi-
cial. Let people say what they please, Pangloss
is a great man; everything is certainly for the
best. There is only one exception. ... with
that you are acquainted, my dear Countess.

In the midst of this Jaughable scene, I suffered
much from not being allowed to laugh. My in-
terpreter, who saw what I endured from the
violence I did to my inclination, intirnated to me
that its indulgence ight condemn me to an awlo
dz £, One of the actors threw himself into such
violent contortions, that he tore his face ; perhaps
to serveas a procds verbal{in defavlt of secretary)
of the session, {ill a renewal of the ceremonies.

I have been told that no one can obtain admis-
sign into this fratervity without the requisite
qualities, of which that of a fortunate dreamer is
the mesi meritoripus, Our lotiery gamblers,
and dealers in poiitical systems, might become
successful candidates,

I have also been told that these who propose
themselves for admission make large offerings,
and that they are sometimes obliged to give all
they possess to the order. Religious systems
are to be found at all times, and in all places.
but it appears that the salvation of the scul must
be paid for under all ;—in modern as well as in
ancient times, in the new world and in the old,
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among savage snd amoog civilized nations. I
was told, and I believe it, that in this camp, and
in others where they are stationary during part
of the year, there are houses in which young girls
are appointed to waich over a fire which burns
In the centre ; like the Reman and Peruvian ves-
tals, the guardians of the Prytaneum at Athens,
and the Guebres. It appears that ihey conse-
crate it to the sun, or consider it as the emblem
of that life-giving lnminary.

A bag of such miraculous properties as the
medivine bag, deserved all my attention; I there-
fore exerted -every effiort to obtain one. Vain,
however, would have been the veneration I ex-
pressed for the prodigies it performed, had ¥ not
made a present of good whiskey both to the
person who gave it me, and to the high-priest,
as a bribe for his sanction. This was the first
convincing proof I saw of the resistless, and,
as you will spon perceive, fatal allurement of
spirituous liquore to the savages.

The next day we quitted Rocky Island, where
the gentlemen of the garrison were as polite to
us as those of Fort Edward.

The rapide above this island, which is three
tniles in length from north to seuth, are stronger
and extend farther than those of the Maine;
and had not Providence come to our aid and
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swelled the waters of the river for two days, the
steam-boat would perhaps bave remauined nailed
to the rock upon which it had already struck.

Whilst the captain allowed some repose o the
erew, who were exhausted with fatigue, T paid
& visit to the forests as usual. It was generally
thought that I should turn savege, and the cap-
tain, as you have seen, had done hisbest to convert
it into a rea]if:jr: but this time I acted with mave
precaution.

Chance almost immediately threw a rattle-
snake in my way. At firatit Bed from me; it then
stopped, and was in the aet of Jooking at me,
when I shot it through the head. I have pre-
served its skin. Tt is almost five feet in length,
and has six rows of vatiles, which indicate its age
by the same number of years. Although the head
is crushed, the orgamzation of the mouth is still
visible : it inflicts the mortali wound with a
tooth, which it uses as a cat does its clawy, Tt
dipaitin the poisen by passing it, at the moment
it bites, across the vesicle which containg the
liguid.

At the distance of six miles from the rapids,
we met with another tribe of Foxes encamped
on the western bank. Higher up, after passing
the rivers lr Pomme and lg Garde, which vun
westward, we saw a place called the Death’s-
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heads; a field of battle where the Fozes de-
feated the Kikassias, whose heads they fixed
upon poles as trophies of their victory, We
stopped at the entrance of the river la Fidore,
& name in perfect conformity with the effect of
the bad air which prevsils there. 1t flows from
the east, and is navigable for abeut one hundred
miles.

At seven miles from its mouth the Indians
formerly collected lead, which they found in
abundance gcatiered over the surface of the earth,
They converted it to no other use than that of
making bullets, 2s they wanted them. The
government, which never loses sight of its inte-
rests when opportunity offers, purchased, or
rather obliged the Foxes to sell, these lands,
consisting of fifteen square miles; it has thus
secored to iteelf the rich mires, which it has
granted out to adventurers, whe pay the tenth
of the net produce of the lead. It hasestablished
an agent there to watch over its rights,

A whole family from the interivr of Kentucky
bave come to establish themselves at a distance
of thirteen or fourteen hundred miles from their
home. They were in the steam-boat, with their
arms and baggage, cats and dogs, hens and tar-
keys ; the children too bad their own stock. The
facility, the indifference with which the Ameri-

eans undertake distant and difficult emigrations,

¥YoL. 1. . At
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are perfectly amazing. Their spirit of specula-
tion would carry them to the infernal regions,
if another Sybil led the way with a golden
bough.

A cross-road soon brought me to the mines.
The rocks are almost one mass of lead, and the
ore produces from seventy-five to eighty per
cent. The site is a perfect Thebais. [ congra-
tulated thiz good family upon the prospenty
they seemed ifo anticipate; and I wished Mrs
R.... much more success in her intended
biblical missicns among the savapges than she had
met with in the steam-boat. A young man had
turned nto utter rnidicnle hoth her and her
aftempt-to convert him. She was one of those
geod women who devote themselves to God
when they have lost all hope of plessing men,
and whose fervour, like that of almost all bigots,
is mysticism. I most detain you one ingtant
longer at these mines, io describe to you, as T
heard it, one of the most remarkable phenomena
of nature.

A rattle-snake was killed there with a hun-
dred and forty young ones in its belly, several of
which contained other young ones. Major An-
derson, agent of the mines and 4 man of unim-
peachable veracity, told me this as a positive
fact, of which he had been an eye-witness. [
wat alae informed by some of the traders that
this was not the first instance of the kind,
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Twelve miles higher, upon the western bhank
of the Missjssippi, are other lead mines, called
the mines of Dubuques.

A Canadian of that name was the friend of a
tribe of the Foxes, who have 2 kind of village
here. In 1788, these Indians granted him per-
misgion to work the mines. His establishment
flourished ; but the fatal sisters cut the thread
of his days and of his fortune.

He had no children. The attachment of the
Indisna was confined to him; end, to get rid as
soon as possible of the importunities of those who
wanted to succeed him, they burnt his fornaces,
warehouses, and dwelling-house; and by this
energetic measare, expressed the determination
of the red people to have no other whites among
them than such as ihey liked.

The relations and creditors of Dubuques ap-
pealed to the congress of the United Siates ta
secure to themselves the adjudication of the
property of these mines. It is said, that their
claim was founded upon a treaty of cession or
acquisition beiween Dubugues and the Indians;
that this tresty had been sanctioned by an act of
the baron de Carondelet, the Sparish governor
of Lonistana, west of the Mississippi,—and that
general Harrison had confirmed it when he took
possession of it for the United States, in 1804 :
but the congress decided in favour of the Indiane,
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What belongs to the Indians does, in fact, belong
to the Unitéd Siates:; and it is not usual to give
judgment against our vwn interests, Augustus
refused to decide in-a case in which he would
have béen both party and judge, and lost his
cause. So liberal a government as the United
States should bave imitated his example.

The Indians etill keep exclusive possession of
these mines, and with such jeslousy, that T
was obliged to have recourse to the afl-powerful
whiskey to obtait permission fo see them.

They melt the lead into holes which they dig
in the rock, to redoce it inte pigs. They ex-
change it with the traders for articles of the
greatest necessity ; but they carry it themselvea
to the other side of the river, which they will not
suffer them to pass. Notwithstanding these pre-
cauntions, the mines are sp valnable, and the
Americans s enterprising, that I much question
whether the Indians will Iong retain possession
of them. :

Dubuques reposes, with royal state, in a
leaden chest contained in a mausoleurn of wood,
which the Indiane grected to him upoen the sum-
mit of a smwall hll ihat overlooks thalr camps
and commands the river.

This man was hecome their idol, because he
possested, or pretended to possess, an antidote to
the bite of the rattle-snake, Nothing but artifice
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and delusion can render the red pecple friendly
to the whites; for, both from instinct, and
from feehngs transmitted from father to son, they
cordizlly despise and hate them,

A very respectable gentleman, a friend of
Dubuques, atiempted to persnade me that this
Juggler was in the habit of taking rattle-snzkes
inte his hands, and that by speaking to them
authoriiatively, in a language which they urder-
stoed, he could tame them and render them as
gentle ag doves. 1 merely observed that I be-
lieved what he asserted, because he said he had
seen it; but that if I saw it with my own eyes
I zhould not believe it,

These people, proud as they are of their inde-
. pendence, are so inclined to superstition {ihe
inse¢parable companion of implicit subjection}
that they would become the most abject slaves,
if they were civilized after the fashion of the
Jesnits, In fact, these reverend fathers had
rendered the Indians of la Plata o subservient
to their will, that they induced them to revolt
against kegritimacy, Whenever this mystical body
of men present themselves to my thoughts, even
in these wild regions, I cannot help lamenting
the blindness and false policy which are endea-
vouring to reaeatahhsh their domination over the

world.
To form a correct opition of what has been,
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it would be sufficient to recollect what all the
potentates of Christendom, and an enlightened
pope, unanimously declared against them; and
what had been said at an earlier period by Urban
VIII, when, in 1630, he suppressed the scan-
dalous order of the Jesuitesses: but the know-
ledge that the Loyolists were the mortal ene-
mies of all other religious hodies, only because
they were more religions than themselves, and
opposed the universal despotism which it was
their policy io organize over consciences and
over empires;—ithis knowledge roght surely
convince the most obstinate and fanatical per-
sons of the nature and purpose of the zeal which
influences these genilemen.

1 neither aw, nor can be, the personal euf,my
of the Jesuits; for T was not in being when they
were expelied from the whole Catholic world ;
butas I am the friend of public tranguillity and of
religion, I cannot be theirs. While they professed
poverty and humility and called themselves the
company of Jesus, they inginuated themselves
into courts, and encouraged every vice that pre-
vailed in them; perhaps for the very purpose of
bringing them nto contempt, and thus promoting
the aceomplishment of their ambitious views;
they bave been one of the grand causes of every
revolution which has convulsed society, and have
vitally wounded religion by the scanda! they
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have oceasioned, and by their efforis to secure
to themselves the monopoly beth of commerce
and of faith.

“* The morelity of Jesus Christ,” says a holy
father of the church, * is pare and severe, but
siople and popular; it is not propounded as
& deep and exclugive sctence: he reduces it to
maxims, adapis it to the comprehension of the
most ignorant, and confirms it by bis example.
Mild and condeseending, indulgent, mereiful, cha-
ritable, the friend of the poorand the oppressed;
he affects neither the pomp of eloquence, nor
the rigour of asceticism; neither austere manners,
nor a reserved, mysterious deportment. He
promises peace and happiness to those who will
practice his precepis, but he does not pretend to
compel them. The faith he requires is rational
and free; he hasno object but the glory of God,
hig father, the sanctification of man, the salvation
and the final happiness of the world. He is poor
and humble, and his kingdom is not of this
world.” Let any one decide how far the morality
of the Jesvits accords with this.

It is urged that they are necessary to the
world, in its present siate of corruption. It was
not, however, by the rainistry of obstinate, in-
talerant, ambitious men, that Fesus Christ un-~
dertook to reform mankind : the choice of his
apostles shews the contrary, Such men, where-
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ever they bave any influence over kings or na-
tions, are calculated enly to plunge the world
still more deeply into disorder and misery; and
which accounts for the English re-establishing
the Jesuits on the continent. '
My pen was struck motionless during about
forty miles; nor amidst the variety of objects
that every moment solicited my attention and
excited my astonishment, could I determine
where to fix my choice : atlength a place which
might very appropriately be called Longue Vie,
decided me at once. Twelve small isolated
mountaing present themselves in defile, and
project oue behind another, like side-scenes.
They are intersected by small valleys; each has
its rivolet, which divides it, and reflects from its
limpid streams the beauty of the trees by which
its banks are adomed. These hills exhibit a
mixture of the gloomy and the gay, while those
which appear at the back of the scene are
veiled with magical effect in the transparent
mist of the hotizon. On the eastern hank a
verdant meadow rises with gentle slope to a
distant prospect, formed and hounded by a small
chainof abruptmountains. Little islands, studded
with clumps of trees, among which the steam-
boat was winding its course, appeared like the
most enchanting gardens. It would be difficult
anywhere tofind a picture in which the pleasing
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and the romantic predominate with such delight-
ful alternation, and such perfect harmony. One
would think that it had been designed by art
aided by the rescurces of nature, or by nature
aided by the devices of art,

A little above the river Turkey, which flows
from the west, and is navigable to a considerable
distance inland, ig an old village which the
Foxes have deserted. Here terminates the pre-
tended territorial jurisdietion of these savages;
I say pretended, for savages hunt wherever they
find no obstacle; which is’ sometimes the canse
of, or at [east the pretext for, the bloody wars
by which they are continually destroying each
other.

The true name of these savages is Outhagamis.
That of Foxes (Renards) is a nick-name, given
them by the first Frenchmen whe discovered
these countries: it was probably significant of
their resemblance to these animals ; and indeed
they are no hlockheads. Their number is much
diminished. It searcely amounts to maore than
gixteen hundred, who, like the Sgukis, are dis-
tributed info four tribes.

The Owisconsin s a large river, which flows
from the east. Ai three hundred miles from
its mouth it communicates, by means of a
portage, with the Foxes' river, which falls into
Green bay, in lake Michigan. This river is
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therefore the principal channel of the fur trade
carried on by all these savage countnes, by way
of Michilimakinak and the lakes, with Canada
and New York; of which the village of the
Prairie du Chien, at the distance of six miles
higher on the same eastern bank, s a consider-
able entrepit.

After passing through a space of about six
hundred and seventy miles of desert, this village
comes upon one as by enchantment, and the
contrast is the more strking as it bespeaks a
certain degree of civilization; French is the
prevailing language, amd strangers are well
received. It takes its name from an Indian
family whom the first Frenchmen met there,
called Kigiged, or dog, for almost all the savaemes
are distinguished by the name of some animal,
which is often their peculiar Janitou.

The Americans ought io vegard this village as
one of the most interesting scenes of the last war
against the English. This is the only place
where the Anglo-sovage army ohserved the
terms of a capitulation during that war,

The American garrisen, which general Clark
had placed #Hiere in a wretched wooden for,
named fort Crawilond, in order to meutralize as
much as possible the influence and intrigues by
which the English emissaries in these foreats en-
deaveured to encrease the number of the effies of
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Great Britmn, after having opposed an heroic
resistance, was forced to surrender, but on ho-
nourable conditions. Of these, the prineipal was
intended to prevent the massacres so ofter per-
petrated by the savages, their dommulifones, upon
defenceless prisoners whe confided in the faith
and sanctity of treaties.

The English colonel who commanded the
expedition kept his promise, although acting

under the famons general **32%%% who eaweu. "= -

with the utmost indifference the tomahawlk and
koife of these barbarians daily reeking with
American blood. I wish I knew the name of
this respectable officer, that T nmght hold it up
to public admiraticn.

Cikago, Pigeon-roost, French town, forts
Milden and Meigs, were the scenes of cruelty
which would make you shudder. The heart of
captain Wells was roasted and eaten; the whole
body of a surgeon was served up as a bahqguet
to a numercus party of guests: nor could even
the innocent children whom nature held con-
cealed in the hosoms of their mothers, escape
the relentless fury of these cannibals. Such was
the homrible scene of massacre and slaughter,
that Thecumseh, the general of king George,
and the brother of the great prophet whom I
mentioned to you upon the Ohio, felt himself

more than once compelled to exclaim, ¢ Stop!
W

P
K
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in the npme of the Great Spirit, our brothers
are sufficiently avenged.”

Not only did this barbarian savage show him-
self lass cruel thap *****%% but at the battle of
the Thames, where general Harrison trinmphed
over this sanguinavy army, he died the death of

- hern, while *#**%%+¥ fed like a coward, -aban-

doning both the Indians and hiz own soldiers to
the fury of that vengeance, the whole weight of
which ought to have fallen upen himself. His
horse, the interpreter of his conscierce, saved
him from that ignominious end, which ought to
have served as a werming to all monsters who
trample under foot the laws of nations and the
claims of hamanity.

I am convinced that tha people of England
have never known these horrors, or they would
have held them up fo public execration. They
will perhaps thank me for the information.

The Prairic du Chien is the rendezvous of a
number of Indians who come there in antumn to
lay in winter provisions, and in spring to settle
with their ereditors, who receive skinsin pay-
ment. They are much more punctual than the
Whites would be if they had no other guide than
the law of nature, nor-any other argument than
their bow and arrow, their knife and gum,

" Talso saw there some of the Winebegos, whao
are distinguished from all the other Tndians by



MENOMENIS. 173

their gloomy and ferocicus countenances. They
are regarded as the most malignant, and in
fact they were most mtimaiely connected with
#esmvex  Their chief, Mai-Pock, paid his court
to him by always appearing before him with a
necklace composed ofthe ears, noses, and sealps
of Americana, T saw him, but refused to shake
hands with him; an expressien of contempt the
most severé and humilating an Iodian can re-
ceive. He it was who regaled his friends with
human flesh,

It is supposed that this nation came from the
northern parts of Mexico; and, indeed, they
epeak a language peenliar to themselves, and
are the ouly friends of the Sioux, who seem also
to have emigrated from Mexico. They roam
and hunt towards the sources of Rocky River,
upen the Owisconsin, Fox River, Green Bay,
and wpon lake Michigan. They are divided into
sever tribes, who disperse their aingll summer
ehcampments upon these rivers, Their number
is about sixteen hundred. The first Frenchmen
that arrived among them ecalled them Pugns,
from the disagreeable odour that exhales from
their bodies.

I met there some of the Menomenis, whom
the French distinguish by the neme of Folle
Avoire; because, with more prudence than most

other savages, they celleet in summer a quantity
L
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of wild vats, which grow in great abundance
upen lake Hinlin, the Kakalin, and the river
Lz Cross, where they hunt and often piich their
tents, which mnch resemble those of the Saukis,
Foxes, and Winebegos.  They have nearly the
same habitz and customs, but are considered
ropre ndostripus and less barbarous, In the
last war, they repeatedly refused to join the
standards of the English. They replied to the
emissaries who endeavoured fo persuade them
to enlist, **What have the Americans done to us,
that we should go and plunge our tomahawks
into their bosoms " This is & savage lesson to
civilized people. Their mumber does not exceed
twelve hundred, :

T cannot take leave of the Prairic du Chien
withoot mentioning the many civilities T re-
ceived from Mr Roulei, an agent, and one of the
principals of the South West Company.

The Americans generally consider the Cana-
dians as ignorant. Whether this be true, I
know not; butlde know that T invariably found
them very polite and obliging, even among the
lower classes.

Heretics always think they know more than
Catholies. I am not skilled in controversy: as
to religious tenets, therefore, I shall merely ob-
serve that, as the sects which have abjured Ca-
tholiclsm are sti)l without a common centre of
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union, aud are continually wandering from error
to error, in pursuit of that true credo which they
never find, the inference seems to be that they
know much less than we. But, in pont of
learning, it would be easy to prove, from the
kigtory of science and literature, that the Catho-
lics were as well informed before the existence
of an heretical church, as they are now, and that
even smee that period they have continued to
furnish a large contingent to the literary world.
When ministers, faithless to the laws of the
divine legislator, and princes, rebellious to God
and the people who confide the sceptre fo them,
that they may govern in justitid o eguitate,
conceal, or disfigure the heavenly maxims of
the Gospel, in order to render ignorance suh-
servient to their political views, they are the
only persons against whom the veice of censure
should be raised: but respect is due to the
professor of the most august of all religions,
Nine miles above the Prairie, at a spot where
the savages pay their adorations to & rock which
they annually paint with red and yellow, the
Mississippi presents scenes of peculiar novelty.
The hille disappear, the number of islands in-
creages, the waters divide into various branches,
and the bed of the river in some places extends
to o breadth of nearly three miles, which is
greater by one half than at 5t Lounis; and, what
is very remarkahle, its depth s not dirninished ;
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for from the Prairie to Fort St Peter we ran
a-ground only onece, whereas, frem St Lows to
the Prairie, it occurred four times. This is an
‘additional proof of the correciness of my obser-
vations, o our first excursion, respecting the
waters of the Ohio. Of three parta of the fluid
which compose the gecean, two certainly ﬁlter
through sulterranean passages,

We arrived very late on the 18th, but though
it was night—uvi s vedea. I am going o intro-
duee you to a spectacle, my dear Madam, which,
I assure you, I had not dreamt of in my wan-
dering anticipations.

The vigorous fertility of these countties im-
parts guch etrenpth to the vegetation of the grass
and brushwood with which they are overspread,
that they ohstruct the march of the Indians, and
in spite of every precaution produce a rustling
which awakens the wild beasts in their co-
verts.

The Indians, who are not easily stopped by
difficulties, set fire omce a year to the brush-
wood, so that the surface of all the vast regions
they traverse is successively consumed by the
flames. )

It was perfectly dark, and we were at the
mouth of the river Yahowa,—the se¢ond of that
name, which, like the first, descends from the
wedi,—when we sdw at a great distance all the
combined images of the infernal regions in full
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perfection.s I was on the point of exclaiming,
-with Michael Angelo, ¢ How terribie! but yet how
Beautifull”

The venerable trees of these etemal forests
were on fire, which had communicated to the
grass and brushwood, and these had been horne
byaviolent north-west wind tothe adjacent plains
- and valleys. The flames towering above the tops
of the hills and mountains, where the wind raged
with most violence, gave them the appearance of
volcanoes, at the moment of their most terrific
eruptions; and the fire winding in-its descent
through places covered with grass, exhibited an
exact resemblance of the undulating lava of Vesu-
vius or Eina, Ceres was perhaps seeking a new
Proserpina:—we had one in the steam-hoat, but
certainly no one had the Jeast intention of car-
rying her off. This fire accompanied us with
gome varnations for fifteen miles. The great
conflagration. which wes one of the canses that
accelerated the fall of I Homme des siecler might
be more terrific, but it would counvey only a very
faint concepticn of the sublime and awful ap-
pearance of this. 1 have no doubt the devil
himeelf was jealous of it; and the moon blushed
at her powerless attempts 1o shine.

A good old woman in our Bucentaur, who
appeared to me the mmage of our poor Venice,
really helieved that the day of judgment was

voL. 1. N
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come. Showers of large sparks, which fell upon
ug, excited terror in some, and laughter in
others. Ido not believe that I shall ever aguin
witnese such astonishing contrasts -of light and
darkness, of the pathetic and the comic, the for-
midable and the emusing, the wonderful and the
gTotesque.
- But io repeat the burden of Pangloss—** fout
est pour le mieur:"—ihese conflagrations de-
stroy a number of serpents and other reptiles,
which would otherwise infest the whole earth ;
for I have been told thai they, like fishes, cross
the sea without compass or pilot: and you may
Jjudge of their fecunditjf by the serpent of major
ﬂndmnn

- As we had travelled almost all night by the
light of this supetb torch, the steam-hoat was
tired, and ran a-ground in the morning upen 2
sand bank by way of resting itself. The place
is called 7 Embarres, from a.tiver of that name
which runs towards the west. Here we may
apply., converdund rebus noming scepe suis.

During the night we passed before the moyths
of the nivers fa Mauvaise Hache, la Tralle, d de
Ruacoen, which descend from the east.

Six miles above the river amr Racines, at the
west, on the same side, is a place called by the
Indians Casse-Fhsils. It alludes to a very re-
markable event in the history of these people.
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‘The first tithe that guns were given to the sa-
vages by the English, much jedlonsy was excited
among those. who did not receive them. . It hap-
pened that a small party provided with those
weapons, was attecked by another more uu-
merous who had none, and had: sl their moskets
broken. It is one bundred and eighteen miles
from _the Prairie.

From this spot a chain of mountains, whose
romantic character -reminds one of the valley of
the Rhine, between Bingen and Coblentz, leads
to the Mountain which dips info the water. This
place would exhaust all my powers of -expres-
sion if I had not seer Longue Vue. Amid g
number of delightful little islands, encireled
by the rivér, rises a mountain of 4 conical form
equally isolated. You climb-amid cedars and
cypresses, strikingly contrasted with the rocks
which interseet them, and frori the summit you
command & view of valleys, prairies, and dis-
tances in which the eye loses itself. From this
point 1-saw both the last and the first Tays of a
splendid sun gild the lovely picture. The wés-
tern bank presents another illusion to the eye.
Mountains, ruggedly broken mto abrupt rocks,
which appear cut peérpendicularly into towers,
steeples, cotlages, &c.; appear precisely like
towns and villagss.

_Alittle higheron thesame side, is a largeprairie,
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called & Prairic auxr Ailes, at which begins the
tract inhabited by the Sioux. The Great Wabis-
cihouwa, who is regarded as the Ulysses of the
whole nation, has pitched his snmmer camp there,
Itig also the commencement of major Taghawar's
jurisdiction. The Indian tribes whom we have
already seen are under the inzpection of two
other agents of the government, established at
Rocky Island, and at the Prairie du Chien.

The Sioux are the most numerous and power-
ful of all the savage nations of North America.
It appears, indeed, from their language, that
they are not natives of the country, but have
established themselves in it by conquest: and,
indeed, they are to the Aborigines what the
Greeks were in Asia, the Romans in Greeces, the
Goths in Ifaly,and the Englishin the East Indies.

To obtain any accurzte knowledge of these
regions, or of their inhabitants, one must see and
examine them oneself; for though a great deal
has been written about the new world,—often
either from mere distant guesses, or for the
sake of making a hook,—it seems that we are
-still in nncertainty or in ignorance as to.the
most important facts concerning it. Bat as
my researches have hitherto heen impeded
by jealousy, I have not yet been able to
prosecute them far. I shall therefore defer
telling you about the Bioux till a future letter,
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when I may perhaps have suceeeded by time
and perseverance in taming or ulling to sleep my
Arguses, Meanwhile let us continue our rambile,

The Great Webiscihouwa came on board the
steam-boat with his suite of pafres conseripti,
and' the customary high ceremonies were gone
through between him and his father,—the name-
which the Indians are taught to apply to the
agent of government. Major Tagliawar accord-
ingly gave them plenty of shakes by the hand,
and emoked the calumet of peace and smity,
and I was the ape to this troop of comedians.

- Wabiscihouwa, thoughwrapped in 2 wretched
buffalo’s skin, had perfectly the air and aspect of
& man of quality. His countenance, his arched
eyebrows, hiz large nose, which he blew with
great noise though without a handkerchief,—the
metion of his right hand, with which he frequently
stroked his forehead and chin,—his thoughtful
air,—his eyes fized as if entranced,—and his
imposing manmer of sitting, although on the
ground, all marked him for a great states-
man; he wanted nothing to complete the resem-
blance but an embroidered coat, a large portfolio
under his arm, and spectacles.

The tents of the Sioux sre quite different from
any we have secen. They are in the form of a
cone, covered with skins of buffalos, or elks;
the smoke goes out at the top, and almost all
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are, painted in- hiereglyphics. For some cha-
racteristic featurss which mark their untutored
state, the painter and. sculptor might recognire
in the countenances of these savages a model of
the Roman face; the noses, of the men- espe-
‘gially, -are qguite Roman, while those of the
women are perfectly Grecian. The Sigux of
both sexes have fine heads of hair, generally
black, like their eyes, but almuost as coarse and
rough as horse-hair. The women, in imitation
of those of the Baukis, wear the catogan.  The
men, on occasions of ceremeny, or when they
are in full dress, generaily wear it parted, or in
gmall iresses. These tresses fall upon- the
sboulders, the breast, the two sides, and the
back, and are interlaced with small paste buckles,
which the traders give them in exchange for
gking. I counted twenty i a single lock of
hair. )

‘Their wardrobe and furniture, as well as their
canoes and their arms, are very like those of
the Saukic, The women would be more atirac-
tive than those of the Saukis, if they were not
rouch more dirty in their persons.

Thie ercempment is about one hundred and
fifty-four miles from the Prairie du Chien. From
this encampment a5 far as lake Pepin, & distance
of about fifty miles, the country is pleasant, and
diversified by hills, plains, meadows, and forests,
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The ouly two considerable rivers which flow
into the Mississippi, within this space, are thoge
of the Byfaloes and the Cypewais: they descend
from the east, and are navigable to a considera-
ble distance up the country.

* Near the mouth of the latter begins lake
Pepin, which is enly a deep valley filled by the
Mississippi. DBut before we enter it, my dear
Countess, tet us give our attention and sympa-
thy a moment to a subject which is interesting,
from the proof it affords of noble qualities in the
savages.

‘A rock, which projects over the eastern side
of the lake, precisely where it begins, is remark-
able for the same physical and historical fea-
tures as that of Leucadia. There, ihe Muse of
Mitylene, who was more distinguished for her
learning than her beauty, precipitated herself
as the cnly ‘means of cuzring a passion, which
Phaon requited with contempt; here, Ofioloaitha,
who was beautiful but not less unhappy, resigned
a Tife which was become insupportazble to her,
geparated from her loved and loving dnikigi.

If I did not write letters on-my rambles, I
would write her history, out of which I might
mapke a novel ; but a few facts are somefimes
rmich more valuable than whole volumes decked
out with fiction.
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The tribe of Oholoaitha was surprised by a
hostile band, of which the father of Anikigi is
the chief. She escaped the massacre, but was
made prisener. Brovght up in the house of
the victorious chief, from the age of ten to thatof
eighteen, the most impressible period of existence,
her heart was touched with sentiments of grafi-
tude and love for Lis son, who had saved her life,
and who returned her affection with equal ardeur.
On the conclusion of a peace, of that kind which
both savages and non-savages so often confirm
with their lips and belie in their hearts, she was
restored to her tribe, and at the same time de-
manded in marriage for Anikigi. Her father, a
barharons Sioux, and an irveconcileable enemy,
obstinately refused to comply with the request of
the good Cypewais, who wished at once to gratify
his paternal tenderness and the passion of his
gon, and to consclidate the peace of the two
families and of the twonations. Poor Ohologitha,
seeing the obstinacy of her father, gave herself up
to despair, and icok the fatal leap: she preeipi-
tated herself from this rock, the very day her
father intended tosacrifice her to aunien whichshe
detested. Heaven knows how many neble minds
are concealed under this rude extertor, notwith-
standing the viees which their contact with eivi-
lized nations has already planted in their hearts.
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The Indizns devoted her memoty o infamy:
with them, murder iz a meritorious act, bat self-
murder the greatest of erimes.

Lake Pepin, as you enter it, presents the zp-
pearance of aun elliptical amphitheatre, 1% is
encircled by liitle bills of equal height, which,
graduaily lessening as they ascend, arethe Cumes;
an elevated bank extending completely round
it, is the ewxact representation of the Poditem.
The passages through which the river enters
and flows out, are the two porte irivmphales—
exactly at the north and south, "like those
of the amphitheatres of antiquity.,” The waters
of the lake formed the Euripus, and we were
the combatants inthe naval games, ot naumachia;
for we found to our cost that the common potion
of the savage is not, as 15 generally thought,
a mere prejudice. It is a fact that vessels on
this lake are exposed in the daytime to a dan-
gerous sort of whirlwind; we were obliged to
resolt to some dextercus manceuvres to avoid
its consequences. The Indians, who locked at
us with astonishment from the banks, were the
spectatars. '

Nature gave the first lessons in avchitecture;
and it is very probable that one of the basins,
called lakes, supplied the first model of an am-
phitheatre. Rome had two of great beauty in



186 POIEONM OF THE RATTLE-SNAKE.

the lakes of Albanc and Nemi: in the Coli-
seum, the great amphithestre of Vespasian, I
think I can trace a perfect resemblance to the
latter.

Lake Pepin is the head quarters of rattle-
snakes. I maust detain you en instant to give
you some new jnformation, which I have just
received, respecting the phencmiena of their
Pﬂlﬂ-ﬂﬂ

The poison of the mttle»snake produces no
effect upon pigs; they eat it, thrive and fatten :
yet it is fatal to itself; when it is held down
with a forked stick, if it can turn its head, it
hitea i=elf, swells, and dies.” It is an ekcellent
tonic to any one who has courage to zwallow
it;" but it is proved that a wound from its tooth
is_fatal years after the death of the serpént;
nor can chemical agents rob it of its poisonous
qualities, although long exposed to the action
of the sun, wind, rain or snow.

Four or five miles above the termination of
the lake towards the west, we met with another
tribe of the Sioux, whose ehief is named Tanian-
gomani, celebrated as one of the bravest war-
riors of his nation. He was one of the most
ferncious agents of Proctor, and the unnatural
father of the unhappy Oholoaitha.

He came on board the steam-boat to shake
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hands with major Tagliawar,” He is an old man
of hideous aspect, bent under the weight of
years and airocities; but still, the scars with
which his naked body was covered,—the dignity
with which he wore his buffalo-skin, hung on
his shoulders like the clamis of the Romans,—
hiz how and quiver slung across hiz back,—a
cluk, which added to the imposing gpesticulations
of his right hand;—and his Indian followers;
who, with an ait of pride and independance,
formed = eircle around him, gave him more éclet
and majesty than are poseesged by sceptered kings
gmidst the splendour of heartless pomp, decked
with the spoils of their subjects, surrounded by
hase slaves who flatter to deceive thew, and by
mercenary Preetorians, who, like the Romans of
Jugurtha and Vitelliug, sell themselves 1o the
highest bidder,

" He spoke with frankness, though dissimula-
tion is by no means uncommon even among the
Indians.

“ My father,” said he to the agent, “] thank
the Great Spirit, that he has granted e another
year to behold you once more; for you see that
Tam very old, and expecting every instant fo go
to inhabit another earth. I aguin repeat, that
1 have been the fierce enemy -to your nation,
because I had bad advisers, who made me bhe-
Lieve that you were coming to deprive us of the
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liberty of hunting, and fe kill our wives and
children. PBut from the time we promised you

- our friendship, our hearts have been as white as
this—{ pointing tothe agent’s shirt.} Give us some
asgistance ; (this is the amen of all their speaches)
for in this season we can obtain nething by
hunting, and you know that we have no other
dependence; be our friends, smoke with us,
and in & few days I will pay you a visit at the
Fort.” '

"Thia chief, although seventy, and almost worn
out, is still much respected by his tribe, and al-
most feared. This is the sole effect of the power
which true merit exercizses over the minds
of* barbarians, of which this chief i# 2 me-
morable example ; for savages generally neglect
their old mien, and abandon them to perish with
hunger. The Winebegos carry their barbarity
so far #s to kill them. Probably, however, they
consider it = meritorious act to terminate a life,
which others spare, only to expose the ohject
of their compassion to the most cruel sufferings,
and to a dreadful and lHogering death.

1 tried to obtain his bow and quiver, by fatter-
ing him with the poticn that I would immortalize
his name by shewing them to everybody in my
own country {the moon), and whatever others I
should pass through ; but finding that this sort
of Paradize had but hittle attraction for him, T
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offered him in exchange some fobaccoe and
gunpowder. Upon this he immediately grew
generous, and gave them t0 me. Red people give
nothing for nothing, any more than white ones.

The place where this tribe was encamped, is
called the Mountain of the Gange. Its surmmit,
which is of a flat form, commands a view equal
in beauty to those with which I bave almost ex-
hausted your admiration, Below me, lay lake
Pepin,—the river,—undulating hills and valleys,
—forests,—meadows, intermixed with small
lakes scattered here and there reflecting every
object from their crystal surface,—and lasily,
the Gange, which, winding its course along
the foot of this lovely mountain, brings the
tribute of its waters to the Great River: it was
perfect enchantment. I could not satisfy the
ardour and mpatience of my eyes, and was at
length glad to seek repose in the stearn-hoat,
where an atmosphere of Asiabic apathy operated
vpon me like an opiate. In the midst of these
impressive scenes, | heard no other expressions
of admiration than—* Very fine weather i “ 4
very pleasant day i°

The river Cancpn, whick flows from the west,
has its sources in the extensive prairies which
separate it from the Missouri. The Indians na-
vigate it in their canoes nearly throughout its
whole course.
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" Between the mouth of this river and that of the
8t Croix, the Mississippi becomes natrower, and:
less stndded with islands. It is frequentty con-
fined between steep rocks, which give an awfully
romantic character to iés banks, Abrasions,
which run horizontaily along them, indicate that
the waters of this river were formerly ‘more
copious; and the traditions of some of the abori-
gingl savages support this conjecture. Some
think that the Qer’s Tail nver, which now flows
from the south-east to the north into Hudson’s
Bay, formerly discharged itself, from the north-
west to the south, into the Mississippi, by com-
municating with the Crows’ river, which arises
a little to the cast of it. These honzental abra-
gions frequently assume the striking appearance
of friezes, oornicee, &¢. They were, I have no
doubt, the first models of these architectural
decorations. Nature is the mistress in every-
thing: art only polishes and perfects,

The siver 8t Croix flows from the eastward.
Itis a large river, and afferds an casy and exten-
sive navigation. The country in which it rises’is
inhabited by the Cypewals; but the Sioux claim
sovereignty over it, which is the cause or pre-
text for perpetual wars with that nation. This
river, 1 think, received its name from fgther Hane-
pia, who probably discovered it on the festival
of the cross.  Itis fifty miles from lake Pepin.
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Twenty-twe miles higher, at a2 place called
the Marsh,; on the same shore, 15 another tribe
of Bioux, governed by Chatewacongmani, or the
Little Raven. He was gone on a huniing exeur-
sion with the principal part of his warriors ;—or
on the track of the enemy; for when they have
no beaste to kill, they kill each other. Perhaps
they would prefér to amuse themselves in this
way with the whifes; but the Americans are be-
come too powerful, and have stationed military
postz hetween their tribes. There i no union
among these Indians; and, if I mistake not, the
United States think it would be dangerous to
them if there were.

War with the savages will ever be defensive,
Victories obtained over them would have no
other effect than to drive them into their forests,
where they are impregnable; whilst the Ame-
ricans would see their cities and their villages,
their fields and caitle, Iaid waste by fire and
sword.

On the 19th we stopped to tzke in wood. 1
was told of ‘a cavern, which was only at a short
distanes from there, and about twelve mules
above the encampment of the Marsh,

A small valley on the east leads to it
Cedars; firs, and cypresses, seem to have been
purposely placed there by nature, that the ap-
preach might bespeak the venerable majesty of
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this sacred retreat. The entrance is spacious,
and formed in lime-gtone rock, as white 23
snow. A rivilet, as transparent as air, flows
through the middle. One may walk en wich
peifect case for five or six fathoms, after which
a narrow passage, which however i= no obstacle,
exceptiothoseapathetic beings whom nothing can
excite, conducts to a vast elliptical cavern, where
the waters of the rivalet, precipitating them-
selves from a cascade, and reflecting the gleam
of our torches, produced an indescribahble effect.
You climb to the top of  small rock t¢ reach
the level of the bed of this Castalian spring,
whose captivating murmur allures yon onwards,
in spite of the difficulties which impede your pro-
gress, and you arrive af its sonrce, which is at
the very end of the cavern. It is caleulated that
it is about a mile in Jength,

The ancients bad yearly &estrationes, to purify
themselves, their cities, fields, focks, houses,
and armies. The Peruvians used them nearly
for the same purpose. The Catholic church has
its rogationés, by means of which it impleres the
same mercies of the true god ; and in like manner
the savages assemble yearly in this cavern, to
perform their lustrationes ; and, what is more re-
narkable, at the same season, that is to say, in
the spring; and in the same manner, by water
and fire, as the Catholics, the Peruvians, and
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the aneients, They plunge their clothes, arms,
medicine bags, and persons,. in the water of this
rivalet; they afterwards pmss their arms and
clothes, together with their medicine dags, through
a large fire, which was not extinguished ai; the
time of my visit. This ceremony is always ac-
companied with a dance round the sacred fire,
in & mystic civele, like the medicine dance. It
appears that this fusiritic is their corporeal
punification.

The cave is appropriated to other ceremonies
in the course of the year.

The Indians assemble there to consult-either
the Great Manitou or their particular Manitous ;
and their chiefs, like Numa Pompilius, can
make their nymph Egeria speak whenever they
want to prevail on a reluctant people to obey
them. They perform all their &ustrationes hefore
théy consult the oracle, as the €reeke did before
they entered the cave of Trophenius. The
Sioux call this cave Whakeon-Thiiby, or the abode
of the Manitows. Its walls are covered with
hieroglyphics : these are perhaps their er-vofo
inseriptions.

This cavern has one great advantage over
those of antiguity; credulity is not here an
object of traffie. Some religion there must be
everywhere, and the one freest from this vice is
perhaps the best,

TOL- TI. o
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On the 20th we arrived here, where 1 could
not exeuse myself from lodging at the colénels;
the commeandant of the fort. The extreme
politeness with which he opposed my wish to
shut myself up, in some independant little
room, at first excited my euspicion that his
object was to keep a stricter witch upon me;
and I confess that I was ed malicious as to zugh
af this idea, and to make it a subject of laughter
to athers; but T have since had reason to believe
that hi¢ intention was to pay me respect, for
which Iam truly grateful. If any restraint is
occasionally impesed upon my euriosity or my
enquiries, it is only the effect of that petty
iealousy which is to be found everywhere, and
pariicularly in republics; uunless they are afraid
that ¥ am come to make myself master of these
savage regions,

In America you meet with nothing of that
hideons police which impedes and molests every
movement all over the continent of Europe; and
if every individual Awmerican choose to exercise
the functions of a police officer in his own per-
son, his only object is to know if you dre vieh,
(primo); what rank you hold in society,-—for it
is utterly false that they are indifferent to that
considetation;—what your political opinions aie
what business brings you to America; and-a
number of other trifles, which are rather g083ip-
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ping than inquisiterial. In America, pecple are
as free and independent as the air they breathe,

However, we mey perform the comedy of
Ruse contre Ruse; and, if the author of the Ca-
raciéres Nationaur is right in the type he gives
the Ttalians, I shall beat the Americans.

Let us rest a little, my dear Countess, for
this ramble has been a very long one; nearly
nine hundred and twenty-five miles. ¥ hope at
least it may have been an agrecable one to you.
As for myself, it ought to have given me pleasure
and relief; but, though the mind may be diveried
from its pains for a morent, it soon relapses.

P.S. To give you a proef of my patience, in
which you have not much faith, I send yeu a
table of the distances we have just traversed; a
task which would exhaust the patience of -a
hermit. It may be of some use to.any of our
friends who are inclined to undertake a similar
rambie.
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TABLE

OF AAORT DISTANCES FROM ST LOUIZ TO
FORT ST ANTHONY,

Henr
[
WAMES OF FLACES. 1 “EE; Mim.|  OBSERVATLS
of tha
dree.
Fremy St Timis o the moulhs of the
Misaour, Wl &
T the Portags of tha Sinox, W[ 12
Ta E: Rirer Ilinni E: ‘lg
Ta Great Cape
To Clasbaville, T w, | 45
Ty Lodisinnucille, W.| IE
T the Salt fiver, L 4
%n 1he Bmwnl of Mr Gilbart, E . lg
0 anoihar g Eatahlishmenl,
To the Twa Hirers, w.| 24
To the Prairie det Liards, L
Tn the Thennel of Uie Fuxes, E. 18
To Fort Bdward, E, 12
Ta the of Lhe Hapids, 20
To Ol Ford Bladiger, W.|
T the Rizer Béie Pasobe, W 1t
To the Tallew Hills, . )
To the River ¥Yuwoba, - W.| 18
To the Grande 4, W.] 18
To the wod of the sume, W.| 17
Ta the River In Roche, or Bocky, | E. | 31
Ta Fort Armstrong, . Yale 4
Tr the of the E.ap&.da. 18
T the Witlaga of the Fyxes, 'l-;i" g
To the MWaras 'Ogk, - | 6 |Furmerly inbabited by 2
Ta the old Tilage Saurags, W W) o of tha
BRI L | V] b sman
0 \ie Frains du Frappear . Formerly inhabited by 2
T 1he Bivar ln Fomme, E. 18 [ mvsge af that
Ta the Chéniere, .| 10 age Al s
T the Plirer o Gards, w.l W
To the THer s AMoris, W.] 18
To the River aux Fidures, E 4
Ta the Dubugues Mines, w.| 18
To the Proicie Masolcha, W.| 18 |From the name of & £a-
: voge wiy inbabited i,
Ta the 6ld "i"':lhﬁ: dn Balard, W.| 10 |A place formerly inbhabit.
‘T'a tha Tarkiss’ Biver, w.| 18 ed sEvages, whise
To the old Villogw de ln Port, W.| 10| chief war ealled the
To the River Owiscorsin, E. 10 | Bastard.
Ta the Proirfe du Chicn, E i)
e tha Poirted Fock, w.| o
To Cape Winehagea, W 18
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!ﬂm-
i
RAMES OF FLACER, WO | Mitw.|  UBSERVATIONS.
Af Lhe
riwar,
Brought fargrand 618

To Cape 3 VA Ragwage, w.| 1b
T the Upper Rivac YE:IUTH. w,.| 12
To the Biver de lu Mauvaiie Heche,| E T
To the Treille, E. 1
Tu the River Racoon, E. 14
To the Taver aux Hacines, w.! 12
To the Praine Ja Crosse, B, 7
To the Cases Pusily, w,| 14
T the Black Hiver, E. 2
To the Bgantain gri fremps & ' Eou | Ide | 10
Ta the Prijrie aae Liar, w.l 1)
T¢ tha Rirver orea Emsdarras, w.| %
Ty the Frairia of Cyprerses, W, 7
To the Befulos River, E 11
To the Grent Encampment, w. 3
Ta the Hiver Cyparras, i 10
Taks in to the eod, 21
Ta the River Gange, W g
To the River Cangn, . 2
Ta the Rivez 5t Crodx, . 25|
T the Medicins Woad, Isle | 19 [Thisis s beech, atrtaon-
Ta the Petour des Fins, W. 10 kngwrn in thete soume
Ta the Great March, E. 19| tries, and which toa
To the Cava de Carver, E. T 1 mavages venorate ax a
To the Care of the Danitous, E 6 | God
Ty the Hiver 54 Petar, w. & |Where w2 situsted Fort
Ta the River of the Little Fulls, w. 4 1 Bt Anthony.
To e Fatla of St Anthooy, 5

—
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