CHAFTER B

“A Socialist in Congress!”

In the fall of 1910, snether elecion was to rake place; this fime the selection
of merbers ta the House of Representaiires in Washingron, D.C. I was rot
only natural but 2bsolutely irmperative that the Socialist Pary select as its choice
the best oualihed man. That man was Vicror Berger.

And now we were headed for more worls, mere responsibilities and more
and greater interests. The campalgn as you may imagine was biteer and hotly
foight. Bul when the votes were courted, w ous surprise and joy tmy hosband
had won kis sear in Congress. Again, this suceess starded the nation, A Socialist
in Congress! Unheard of betore!

My eaction was queer. While | kad gradually been shsorbing the socialist
philosophy; I know now that [ wasn't ready for the rapid political progress we
were making' My husband had tw resign as alderman in otder o represent
the Fifth District of Wisconsin in Washington. New not only local problems
bt national problems were brought into the homs,

Lam s grateful that the children grew up such healthy children because
I have orten wondered just how to meet still more problems.

Matuzmlly everyone in the whole country wanted (o knesw who this lone
Socialist congressman elect was and what he was like, Again we were hesieged
with writers from everywhere to get the facts. I've always been so graweful 1o

! Mirim Frink odged here dfor Mels Bergar): “To be thrown e ommier of felianp, sctiviy wis
owerwheltnleag ue g, Quesliong affecing na:iu:.n—LaﬂlT, Froue pride, lezemadiona] problens boing dis-
ssed—big Jomp from civic and local problems ta these Ineger cnes. Had been on tee schoel boer
abait one year, Thal had been o trenemddws jamp ther—whole new werld apening wp—and pow
Congress, [ consldnt carch op by eading, o much ot ke ina phtlosopiy of Iz and coonemic erder—
b 1o get it by sarolion. (Hns ool so this day read Barl WMaoc but has Mordan phtlosephy,: Hag s and
Paula never graduated Figm e|ghch grade.”
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Frederic €. Howe for being so undersianding of sursituation and 1 have always
counted him as a frlend ?

But Milwankeeans too were jared into a curdosity about their represen-
tative, atnd new friends appezred en the hotizon. In arder to meet (he sitwation
and in order to mve these new friends a glimpse of what my hushand was
lize—we imauguraed a1 our home a series of dinners, say one a monih, the
saests alweays te be fram rhe ranks of the opposition. ln erder 19 accommodare
™y guests a bangoet top was made 10 At over the dining room 1able Then [
was able to have eighteen guesis a1 ote evening.

So, the mesmbers of the press came, the judges came, 1he clergy came, the
efducators came, the social workers came, etc, ete. T Lthis way they and we
becane acquairited and much hosility broke down. After a good dinner and
good wine, the puests and my husband and 1 would retire to the library which
wes on tae top foor (Jormerly the arrich of 2 house in which we lived, and
there in the most fnendly manner the economie, politica: and party 10pics
were discusoed tntil the eatly howrs of the next day, It is needless to say, that
all, everyone, left our nome with o feeling of frizndship even thovgh we made
10 converts ve out politeal faith.

1 eecall especially ome member-of the clergy who each Sunday in his ser-
mons denounced my iusband in no uncertain ®rms, Monday moming papers
dlways played up these denunciations. Weil, thic minister of the gospel also
was 2 puest al one of these dinners. He was chamming a2 could be, was my
parmer at the table, and later on took an active part in a lively discussion.
When leaving {or home that moming, he rame to e and said, “Thank you
Mrz, B—for a ovely and simulating ewering. I shall never again vreach
ugainst your hushand " And he kept his word.

Well—I guess the dinners helped a lictle,

It wag during this tine also that Henry O Campbell of the dMilwauker
Journgl, Dr, Herace Manchester Brown ang Victor Berger organized the Mil-
waukee City Chub ? The ourpose of this club was to bring lecturers and speak-
ers oo hilwaakee. The dues were only ene dollar a year. This was Cone sa (hat

4 blrlitry Frinde added here: -Fredesic C. Howe represtmied & magazine, wrizer of moods —laler im-
THgraticn. comtmagionet ot Foet of dlow Yark: (Hardmg? ko). be came 10 huose wibien b-c. B waz
nnnlfg carpet suweeper, she lounzd it up spnins: wall med he nade hes el perbecdy s hoene. very
g, 1. Howe Wha's Who. Hae 0 sicier ving here in idjlweboez_ Macmil.on, Sol comies Lo 3dit
watles

* Fenay C Carepbel] (B52—1927) was & Milwauior fireal edicer and aroatewr hserian. Horace
Mancherer Brgwn {LBS7-19207 wog asuracon and bospual cwtler. Fermando Meaick, John Battes, Sler-
vy Mavsar, end Charles Norris orgprezed e Milwankse Sty Club i 1909 Zamphell was one of the

chab's fivs, srembevsand serier 2 i1 presidenr frem 1912 19 1923 (Miloawlker City Ol Begords, Sl
Hlearccnl Sectery of Wiscohsing.



“A Socialist in Congress!” _ 49

. —_——————

gveryone could join and make it a 1raly civie organization, But a2 happens s
often, the commiliees managing club alfalrs soon wanted permanent head-
fquartets, These cost money. Consequenily che dues went up to twenty-five
dollars a year. Maturally the character of the club changed anrl now only those
whq could afford it wete members.

Alse my husband vas nstramental in establishing the Milwankee Press
Chub * I mendon these f2cts hecause & few years later during World War 1 hath
clubs expelled him from mexnbeship. More of that later,

The anticipation and joy of locking forward to the work and living in
Washingeon was tempered & good deal by the difficulties connected with get-
ting the Milwgukee 1eader launched. Always and always the great questions
weTe finances, advertisemnenis, subscripions ewc. eic. After all, the fugure of
our whole mevernent depentded on the lite and suceess of our paper. So Viclar
Betger as leader carried the greatest of burdens, Mot cnly did be cancus with
the Socialist mermbers in the city council, but he had to male the contacts of
the larger advertising media, both i the city and in the nation, [and] he had
to borrow money from banks, unions, people who wete sympathetic and frem
everyone possible. In keeping che Leader going he had the moss wenderful and
loval help of Elizabeth H. Thomas.

Wiss “homas was presicent of the Milwaukce Leader publisking company
and as such she shared the financial burdens. And now lec *ne say something
ahout Elizabeth H. Thomas. She was 2 (uaker, coming fmom very strice Guaker
stocle frorn Wew York. She had means of her own, consequently all her services
were 8 donalion. She was one of thaze human beings who had oviginally
hecome interested in the welfave of the people by working in Full House
warking with Jave Addams® [and] had gone 1o Russla to contact the liberal o1
protest movernent against czarism over Lhere, She is undoubledly the best read
woman of my acquaintance and is the salt of the earth, She vas a spectatorat
the unity convention in ~ew York when the nattonal Secialist Party broke with
the Socialist Labor Pary which was thet under the domination of Danlel De
Leon ® While there, Elizabeth H. Thomas decided o throw in her lot and also
¢ good share of her forcune with the Social Democratic Party of Wisconsin.

* Arguzrding to the Milwawhe Pross Club Seck (Mrlwaukee : Miwonles PressClub, 1895], Vicw: Beeger
was an aceve cwnber B now a lgunder of Lhe club, which was cetablishee in 1335,

* Inae Acldnmr (1860=19235), 8 aoled rofutmer ang pacileg, ezablshed e gozlal seolamesr Holl
Houss In Chiloage L TRBS and served aa tis hewd pesldens munl 1935, Sne wos inemsasnal sresidem of
the Women's acernosional Leaapue for Peape and Freodens (L9159 pngd o on-rezipient of the Mo bel
Peuge Prige 1 1Y3L

" Dandel De Leon {1353-1904) Jed the Socialise Labar Party when a dissenting Baciien icfl 1he party
171 1B9%, The wnity convention, held im Lodiseapals in 1901, [eetally koo this Raion varh ce Soceal
Taemactane Pary and csiablighad e Scclahst Pany.
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She became secretary of the Socialist Party hete. secretary and cenfidani of my
husband, [and] later president of the Secial-Demacratic Publishing Company,
which published the Milwaukee Leader The responsibility of her various offices
very frequently thrust upon her pethaps the most dilftcult task of borrowing
money with which to meet curtent debis. While these tasks were always dis-
tasteful, mok once did she hesivate. To Elizabeth H. Thomas and to Victor Berper
tan be creditsd (the Fact that the Miwaubee Leader survived the continupus
financial storms. And borrowing money is always dilficult, b mote so far a
socialist paper.

Somettmes some good comrade would advance his bit, but always with
fear that it might not be repaid. But the Leader abways repaid those who had
helped, titnidly bt courageously?

And so we launched the daily paper about December 1911722 with which
Lo £ALTY On.

In the rneantirne, miy hushand and T were making plans 0 go to Wash-
ington. Some cranks or venomous peaple sent us 1hreatening letters, saying In
effect that if we dared claim the zeat in Congress bombs would be planted in
our home and my husband and his family would be blown te bils. Thess
letters were never signed, so we considered thern "crank leiers” which ware
consigned to the waste basket. I would bave made an interesting volume had
we kept them.

So with high hopes and a great® feeling of responsibilley we started out
lor Washington; taking the three children and Josie with us.'® William [
Ghent'! was appointed by my usband as his secretary This was a happy
choice we thought. Ghene was a writer, a scholar and a Socialist. Unforunately,
the twp men were temperarnentally not qualified to worl Logether easily.

The sight of the Capitol [tom the statlan gave ug all the thrill of pur lives,
Mever had we seen anything anywhere so beautiful, co wonderbul. The im-

" The Milwaubes Laader did moc eepey all loans, Because Uhe papel ran a1 a neasly consianu deficit,
Tty bty members centribmions wem essenvially comsiderea donations, esprcially aller Viclog Beepers
deach im 1520,

# The Milvweuber Leader was it published on December 7, 121 L.

4 e Barger [ire wiete “fepciul,” et cragsed it wul and wrote “preat.”

* Althaugh Meta Berger was present when Viewor Berger ook the sath of affice on apnl 4, 1911, she
srayed It Wisconsm with their childze=n duriog the Are: snd Lhitd semicns o7 sbe Sy -secewd] Conpruss
Lapril 4—Augnst 21, 1911, ang Ceceraber 2, 1912-Manch 3, 19130 The Gunily Jained Vicrer in Wash-
g, 0.2, For moet of Lhe second session [December 4, 1911 -Aeguse 25, 1912) bal recumed 1o
“Wisconsin by the et of June 1911,

"' Williem ). Grent [1856—1942), suthor of sceerl books, jolsed the Sociabst Parry an 1004 and
heiped esablish the Rand School of Social Science in Mew Fork, serving s its secretry [1906— Y08
aie] président (1909—1911). Tn 1311 he besane Yawwor Perger's ssomiacy hut realgoeds i 1912 0 o vesl
of illness. Ghin jalt the pamy in 1916 because of i antiwar smance,



“A Soclalist in Comgressl” 51
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pasing dome apainst a blue blue sky, surmounded by a parkway—up a gentle
slope—gave s quite a sensation of reverence,

Mr. Ghent kad found us a house quite near the House Office Building.
We were delighted at first, but alter a night ov two there we discovered the
house was quite mi-infested. That settied it At once 1 went house-horuing,
For a sieanger in Washington, that was quile a task. After a week of viresome
huntitg, we Gnally found a very preny house way up on Thirteenth [Street]
NW on the ouskins of the city not far from Rack Creek Park. In fact in he
next block were meadows on which cows were grazing, I was pleasant to hear
the bells tiniding on the cactle For this home we paid the sum of forty-eight
dollars 2 month, but it was worth it since it was new, c.ean and comlorable.
But it was miles and miles away from the HOE. And since aurpmobiles were
not 5o plentiful, the sreeg car was cur only means of wansportarion.

1 really rried ta be a good companion anpd wike to my hushand, bur T found
it a little mare difheult to get into his work at Washingron and keep house and
get the children inta scheol etc. are,

Algo, 1 thought it was my duty to tabe the youngsters sight-secing, Thew
were s0 raany beauiful dghts and historical spots (o wisit. We climbed the
Capilo. Dome, Washinmens Monument, saw the White Honse in all its sim-
Pliciy and glory—went to art galieries and did the towan up propetly Buwt
Mount Vernon captured vs al.

Often I wonld go o my husband's ofhce and oy 10 hels. His office was in
my opinion the busiest affice an Capitel Hill. True, e represented the Fifth
District of Wisconsin, bu be also fele that he represered the eniire socialist
movement. As a resuit of the activities his office soon becarae a bureau of
inipemation. Members of Congress frequented his office, constamtly gering
[acts they needed for theit own steeches,

The congressional libramy wes 2 great boon 1o us. Mot enly did we have
to be sure of our [els, bur we had to be careful ta lay the [oundation of futuee
social podctes. For instance, my husband was the first member to introduce
[a bill tar] an old age pension systetn. This palicy has nat yet reached fruidon,
bt it is certainly progressing to fulfillment

Perhaps the most colorful and at the same tme the most tagle incident
in Lhe first tarm was the Lawrence strike.-* The exile mills ar Lawrence were

4 Wi Frink added fere: “blwguhee fauroad [7] Lesr vwa ) (Epeg ypears had an edliorla giving bon
credie.”

I Jgaeary 1912, rexlle workert in 1awkaticy, Maskachugeis, wete 0 SIS 13 |inoness 3y L,
the striks ended in March &0 1he werkers' favor. Stnbers' children weee sent o: of wwo ferdhe purpose
of saving mangy ancl gornering public suppont, Althwough most ol the galrs were los within o peoe, thie
gtk way signlfmne b tha I0 organizd gt wiskalled ard erhrleally diverse warklores, & geaup that
organized Tokor bnd Largely overlonbed
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not organized, and as a reswlt of a dyastic wage cub the workers, mostly of
foreign emtraction, struck against the wage cut bat also against the working
conditicns in peneral. Conditiens at Lavwrence must have been pretty bad,
because the strikers were fasming their children out o neighboring sympa-
thetic towns. Some two hundred children came to Washington o make 2
protest, Finally my hashand succeeded in getting President Tadt o permic 2
hearing in Washington on labor condilions st Lawrence. To do (his legally, a
fedetal law had to be found which womid allow such a hearing 1o be held in
Wwashington, This was done. Potn President and Mrs. Talt attended the hearing
which was exciting enough, with both sides maling heated arguments.

This was the first lime 1 saw and met President William H. Talt. Whatever
else his policies were, 1 wish (o state that he was certainly Iiendly and joviat,
kirs, Taft also took a keen inietest in the lawrence sirike.

The esults of eha sitdke, as 1 recall, were beneficial 1o the workers, and
saon alter they were organized 2o that Lheir working condidons improved a2
well as their wages.

Except for my interest in what was going on in the Congress, life in Whash-
ingror: didn’t sarticularly appeal rome. [was not used to seciely life and calling
on strangers. But the wile of a congressman from Seartle, Washingoon, ' told
me it was a definite deey to call on certain peaple, such a5 the wife of the
Speaker of the House, the wives of members of the Supreme Count, the wives
of the chairmen of my husbands committee, the wives of the {loor leaders of
both majoricy ang minovity leaders, and the wives of tne president’s cabinet
metnbers. Fuzthermaore, said this good lady-—that while they (Repuhblicansand
Democrats} clubbed together to get taxis to malke the round of calls—so rmany
ar. Monday—and so many Tuesday erc. ete., she advised me o go alone es [
teprecented the third party in Congress and everyone was interested in locking
e over, where a3 if T went with the group 1 might be over-locked.

Of cowrse [ was awate that the good ladys intentions were of the bezs,
And s¢ were mine. Theselore—heing poorer and not being able 1o hire a taxi
alone, ! started qut tg do my social duty afone, 1aking street cars snd walking.
1 carmer tell yors horer often 1 was lost, especially aleng the winding roads
argund Bock Creels Park. 1 walked miles daily for three days and then Anally
gave up being 2 sccialite in Weshingtan.

Then came invitations to the White House! Now—question——could a
ciass-conscious Socialist accept an imvitatlon to the White Hlouse reception
given by a maost conservative president of the counury? We pondered on chat
imponant [quesion] long and earnestly and finally decided that the represen-

= Helen Humphrey (18T0- 193 waes active in women's £oubs, Fler hosbard . Wellsm Fwan Hom-
phrey, scoved as a Bepublean tepresenianve Inom Waskingion from 1803 o 191Y.
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tative [rom the Fifth Distric o Wisconsin was invited because he was chosen
by the people back home and that invitations to the members of the House of
Represenkatives were not inviter] because they were Republicars, Democrats
or Socialists. 5o we went, Can vou imagine all the impressions we got that
might,

W were used to going out at seven or eight o'elock. But hete the time
was set for 10:00 e And then we had to go to -he White House by auto
because that was the way it was done, 1 remetnber that car cost us five dollars
1 take us ahout six blocks and back again.

But 1 have appreciated Cinderella ever since, The long line of guests—
thete were usually bve hundred to ¢ight hundred guests at one of these recep-
tions—slonwly winding its way up the stairs from the cloak rooms; Secret Ser-
vice mien statioried every ten or fifteen feet along the line, then precisely on
tte appointed hour the door at the bead of the stairs opened and the line
proceeded theough the rotunda, the Bed Room, [and] the Blue Boom wherte
“ne president and his wife and members of the cabiret with their wives received
the guests. The mulitary arrarhé asked your name and then introduced us, This
farmality crer, the famous Bast Room was for the guests of the evening whete
dancing tack place—if you found encugh space 1o danee on. Usually Light
tefreshments were served in the famous dining room. But heve vou had w0
stand and try to eat if you could.

Well—he evening made & greal impression on me. 1 Joved the White
House, My hushand was the center of amraction because the gentleren
laughed and jaked with him and [ guess they tried him out socially that nighe.
The kadies—uwrell—T dont know war w say of them. 1 can only hazard a guess
that they were a little afvaid of the word “Socialist.” 1t took me wmuch longey
1o get on & fiendly footing with thern, and then with only a {ew.

somehow, I rhought thar when my hushband was earning for the st cime
it our lives a magnificent salary—rthat 1 would have plenry of money to spend.
Mot sa! 1 was g0 hard up that sommetimes [ didn't have a nickel in my purse.
Mot did my hushand. | couidn’t understand our finaneial sitmation at ali. 5o
one day 1 said I'd Uke to discuss with bl the questian ol et foatelal status,
and wien [ said—"Now why—waen you ere eaming so much money—dont
we have engugh to get on comiortably?—with a queer smile he said, “New
Mame—de you retnetnber all those conventions you wenl e—well—17 bop-
rowed money 1o take you and now T am paying back that money and mars
besides. Also the money T pay <o sirike [unds, chaniable causes ete. etc, lakes
evervthing | earn.™*

= Miriam Frink afded bhere: *Rent rad st of mooh. Grocety and mest bills zaid back manth—no
cizh lelt ver, Congresman's slory wos S50 {feheck?] LS, ceprosentarwes eathed 57,500 pec yeirin
191 L.
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All righu { said—"Yor1 pay bzck the money—I understand and Tl walz”
and the walk from the HOB to our house on [Thirteenth] Strect NW was
between five and six miles. Many is the time my husband and I reached our
heme dog-tived. And when you are so tirec, some of the beauty of Washington
Juet faded our of the picture.

One day—upaor reaching cur Washington home, 1 found a man on our
morch nailitg up a ted-flag. My comsiernation ¥mew no bounds. Hadn't we
gonz through enough at Milwaukse without having the red [ag follow us evern
inge our home in Washingron? I ordered him to take it down immedlately—
thinking the meanwhile——what would the opposition press at home da te us
now, The man did remove the flag after some protest, telling me that the owner
of thar house {a widow) had lost it, and that it was now up for auction and
that the red-flag was the auctioneer’ flag to notfy anyone that the house would
he sold. 1 insisted however thar the fag could not be nailed to the house whike
[ lived in it and paid the rent. So wery resentiully he planted the Bag on the
cuth; but we did have the flag and 1 eouldn't fochid him the tight under real-
estate rules to place it in front af the house. Fortunately this all happened in
the late spring, so oy the Hme the new owner notdfied us to move, we were
teady Lo come back to Milwaukee at the close of the congressional scasion.

Cur social dfe was Umited 1o the official White House functions and a
dinrer at the British embassy Mow did we ever ger o the Brivsh embagsy?
Well—TIL tell you, ¥ihile we were working hard in Milwaukee, we suddenly
received a visdtor—Iord Bustace Pemcy!®—who was sent over ta Ametica o
soady rhe labor moverien: but more particuiatly the socialist movement, Mat-
urally, my huskand did his best, spared neither pains, time, or [?] to enlighten
the young lovd, | guess he must Rave had an interesting evening because the
visit {asted all night,

When we first arvived [in] Washingron—he was one of the very st to
call on ws to renew his acquaintance. Again we enjoyed hirm and he enjuyed
my hushand, for ane day an invitatinn came frown hin to have dinner with
him at the Britiga embassy Fave you ever been in the embassies of loreign
lancs? Well—its a worthwhile experience. Upon entering the front door
cpened by a footman of butler, and there hall way up a most beautiful wide
stairway—om the landing was a gorgeous life sized picture of Queen Victoria.
0f course 1 do net know whether it was a good likeness but it certainly was a
Eoigeons pictre and set the stage for everything that [ollowed,

I Euglace Perey [VBHY 15381 served a5 a diplamar o (he 3nnsk emhagsy in Washingros, CO, Trom
1000w 1914, He resgned from the diplemare sgrvic= it 1919 erd breame & polivician sxd edncater.
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Lord Perey's guest of honor was my hushand. And be had invited the two
grandsons of Gladstone who wete In the States on a visit, Sic and Mrs. Arthur
Willert, represerrative of the Londan Times, [andl the daughter of James .
Blaine.’™ We had a most interesting evening and ac yon can imagine the dis-
cussion was most animated and inspiting. 1 shall always count that evening as
a mile-stone in my education ss well a5 an introduction inte high sociery
Twenty-frve years later I had the gooc fortume 10 again meet Lord Bustace Percy
while I was it London and where he was a member of the British Cabiner—
mirister writhour porciolio, More of thar later.

A twa year term is hardly enough for a congressman to learn the setious-
pess of being in Conpgress. And many representatives were so fearful of not
being re-elected, that often they could not or did not vote their convictions,
but had their ears to the ground in the hopes that they were meling a good
bid with their constituents for re-election.

Wi'hat was the lone Soctalist member wo do? He felt that a socialist message
[0 1€ natiom was 50 impartand, that be could do more good to humeanicy than
catering for votes for re-election. Besides werent all his proposals as good for
Lan Franclsco, Cal., Dallas, Texas, or Wew Yook, N.Y. as they were for the Fifeh
Drstrict ol Wisconsind

But how to get all his meseages out 1o the nation? That was 2 paoblem.
But a solutien was found. Thily——reporters from the press called at the office
to report Lo their respective papets. We Anally succeeded in gerting one of
these gentemen on our pay-roll provided he agreed two send out a daily news
item from the lone Sectalist in Congress. Thus we succeeded in doizg a good
ait ef censtruskive work during these vwo years. Our office was the busiest
one on the Hil, we thogght,

The next fall, dvring the federal election lor Congress, ray husband was
defeated to snoceed himself. It was a litthe hard o take, but kmowing the
politicz] line-up in Wisconsin we were not wholly surptised.

The rwo years i Washingten had been rich in experience, so we came
home better prepared to go forward in the political life of Wisconsin, My
children—1loe, had had a change i1 schoals and environment which coutd
only help them better v their road of life, When we retumed to Milwaukee,
we carne hotme with seven dollars in cur family treasury

-7 7he ather guess inchuded Wiliam Glynne Charles (Aedstone (1 B85 - 19151, te grandsor; of lortoer
British prime milsger Wllam Ewar, Gladsiong (LBI8= LRASY, Arthur Wwaller (1882 ~1673), Amencan
carrespanden: {or the Tmes; Florenee Simpson Willett (18767—1955Y, and Harréet Stenwand Blaine Bewle
ib. 1872}, dowghter of fermet U 5. Secrciary of Siate James G. Blrine (1B30= A3 Akt WisH wrate
that Pey's brother ales ayeaded the dinner (Wash ingloa ind Other Merorizs [Bosian: Hocgoor Bifflin,
1971], 471,
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Our next ask was ¢ build the Socialist Parey and to fortify the Leader
apainst the Anancial hazards with which it was always ese:. Both of thege
undertazings were terrific. And of course much of the burden cate home and
reflected itself in the family relationship.

Also. slnce both gitls had reached the adalescent peried, it hecame nec-
essary for us to look around for larger living quarters. Finally, we {ound a lazge
red brick house on the comer of First and Clark Street which {ormerly be-
longed o Mr. Ed. Schaster of the Schuster Dry Goods Comparry: My Sehuster
had gone to Callfernia For his health and died, leaving this magnificent howse
10 his son, wha was a doctor in Detroit and wasnt interested in owning the
house. Therefore we hought it at a mest reasonzble price, but we bovghe this
particalar houss beeause of the marvelous atic, a wom thiny by thirg-three
by nine [feer| high with plenty of windews, At once we saw the possibilicy of
using the attic for our ever growing library We couid place nearly all the hooks
uz there, but gtill there was an overflow in three ather tooms of the howse.
The purghase of this honse only added w our Anancial burdens, but ic did also
provide us with ample bed-tooms, living rooms and kitchen. Here we lived
during the rest of my hushands life.

S0 wa settled down to provare life except {or the fact thar we were alwayzs
the tanget for criticism by the opposition. Anyone who believes in minority
causes ang whose convictions are such that he must give voice and action to
those comvictons, most ‘ndesd have a thick skin. We had that, Bur we were
not 5o fmarmune (o criteism ther our netves teacted Lo much of it Largely
because we felt we were tight and the crities were either stupid or motivared
by sral] and selfish imterest.

Maturally my fuishand bote che bruni of it and we in turn sullered Guough
his irritakility I often recali the son of electr’e shack thar ran through the
farnily when we heard his key in the {ront doot in the evening. A quick glance
around the room to regssure us that at lease heve (here was nothing to coficize.
Whatever happeed durting the day ar the office would soon be made clear,
And it never failed. Tae burdens of the olfice were fearful. Maoney ta pay for
princ-paper on Bat cars, inierest to ke paid or machinesy-notes, pagrolls to be
met, Tenk, 1axes, botrowing more and more money 10 meet the most pressing
dematicls. The drive for circulation, the cffont to increase our advertisements,
bath local and national, the growth of the party and the quarrels within, all
these helped to create & nervous exploslve temperawpent,

Meanwhile, family life went on as best it could. The children were now
in high scheol ard doing well.



"4 Secialist in Congresel” LT

- — _—

Qcrasinrally very prominent guests came o visit us; perhaps the most
famous of a:l was Keir Hardie'™ of England, a man we so greatly admired.
Philip Saowcen, [Henry Moel] Brailslord, NWoyman Angell and many more. Also
a Mr. Greulich, <he vice-president of the Swiss Republic.'? MNat only prominent
folks came. but the slrnple paor fellow who wanted to visit us,

[ remetnber 50 well, & Mexican laborer came and spent several hours with
my husband, Forpunately the children had 2een put to bed: after cur Mexican
friend left, my husband came te announce that he believed the Mexican had
a highly developed case of small-pox, Well—that was the man whom Mr. 8.
ook the time o Lo teach,

In the roeancime the Seidel administrarion was voted owt of office. 3¢ thr
Socialist didn® have much of a chance. Although there were stll a few Socialist
mermbers in the common council and in the legislaiure. However no reverses
such 2s lasing pelitical office cauld discaurage us. The main ard impeortan
fact was that the Socialist vote increazed slowly but surely.

It weas during tais period that we had these dinner parties; mainty to get
these it high positions 1o really Tmow us and not believe w2 had homs etc.

Qur progress was slow but sure. We had a very good sialfi of editorial
writers on the Leader Emest Urteimann, 4. M. Simons, Winfeld B. Gaylorc
and ohers wiose names do not corae back 1o me at this mement

Qe civeulation also increased as did some of the advertising accousts,

MNow we just saw a bit of blue in what had been a dark and gleomy shy
wiett the {ateful year of 1914 approached.

Mpiparm Frink added hers; "Miuk of nost Lebooe Barg— Seevch, bearded— " Belr Harde {18 H—
L91%), & Briosh labar deader, helped [ound the Labour Psoly and scowd as 2 member of Parlinment
[Lag2— A0S pnd 19019150

M PhLlp Snowde (1365410371 sonved as chancellor of :he ekcegques in the rst o Bridsh Labour
Pary povernmems (1924 and 1925-19351 Henry Woel Brullzfond (LBT2-1550] was 9 likeml British
wuhor and Jowmulisg. Koomn Aogel, | 18732- 14677, a Bruish peace e and auchor, wen the 1833
Muokel Peace Prze. Heman Grevllch {LB42—-19251 was o Swiss labor leacer and Sociol Demacrtic ol
1wician ul never secved, i Switzeriand's vice presidan.

+ Emess Lrmgrmann (18654 - 104983, barn in Germany, worsed ot the Milvaskee Leads - [rom 1915
w 1968 and again inche D920s. 1Te resigred [roth bis ecditoral posfilon <n L9018 bemuse Victw Begst
abferted 1 he prosGernan slaar of bis woongs. Alge . Sionans - BF0—1930), u Soclalia Fany bounder,
vidnor, and <heosis, warked for the Lenefer [rom 1912 to 2918, He supporeed T8, invateroe it World
War 1und was expelled [rons the pacty in 1917, when he [odved the saff olde prowat Wasconsin Deberse
Leagne, Lavzr cal led ahe Wiscomatn Lopaley Seginn. Winfield B, Geylozd (b, 1E70), o lonme rCompoegationsl
and Mehedise minister. was o Sooialise Packy iecluter, n Wedtahgin stode setear (1200 1013), and rhe
prarty 8 five-timie creditate Rk Cangerss 10 Wisonan's Feun’ Thaera. He suppored W5, involvement
w World War Larzl was cxpelled fram e poroy in 1917



