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The follewing material suggests to you the problem of the consumer in this war,

what your congumer interest committees can do 4to help the conaumer carry his aharae
in national defense, and how to get up your county organlzatlen. The County Con-
ouper Intereite Chalrman should est up an mdvigory council aa repreasatative as poe-
pitle of the various consuvmer orgmnizations and grouyps in the county, and a smeiler
working or executlive committes. This organiced group through its avb-committeen,
nsing every poseibie means of publicity, should inform every conmumer of the great
need for change in our indlvidusl comsumption in order to put all the poselble re-
sources inte war effort, and should suggest ways thig may te done without 1oss of
health or marale,

YEAT IS THE ERORLENT

In time af war, sur ordinery ifieas oFf what we will consume and how we are able to
spend our money must be set seide. The ugual pesce time activities of the country
rust be subordinsted te 2 eingle huge Jjobw=the cerrying om of 2 wer which calls up-
on us for our utmcst in resources amd sffort, It hag Lacome lncreasipgly apparent
that the ver in which ve are segaged cannat be won by halfray memsvrew, The Job of
avery congumer, therefore, in this pericd of war is to change hiw conegumpticn and
hia gsoending of money in sueh n vy ag to help carry on the war in every way poasi~
ble, and to relesns productive capeeity of every sort for defense effort, and at the
samg %ims keep Up the haalth mnd morale of himsgelf and bie family. We cpunot e¥—

t g 9 evnl ng be kol win ¥ar. Bvery con—
sumer must be made to reslize thias fact and to kesp it 1n mind every day.

NEAT CAN THE CONSUMER DO 7Q AID IE NATIOWAL IRFENGE}

Yollowing are & munber of muggeations indicating lines along which your congumar
interest committee may direct its efforta:

3.  CHAHGED CONSTMPTION 1S5 ﬂEEESSnRT The consumer will necessarily have to
"~ eurtril or stop the use entirely of warious goods which he iz accustomed
“to heve., Shertnges of verious goods are cccurring and will eontinue to
occur and io Increass in intenaity am way effort contioves, By every
poaaible means of publicity the congumer should be made to realize that
. theze sherisges are to te expecied and mre necessary in order to carry on
: the war. He ghould be mede acquainted with the precise aituation am ta
these shortages, their cevaes and effects, anil ghouid attempt to chser—
fully te develop subatitutes for the rurtsiled gooda, It ie part of the
Job of the oensuner interest commitiee to inform the congumer &f the sit--
uation and to maite him feel thet he is making & real contribution to ne-
ticoel defenee by acceptance of Lecossary chahgan in-hip averydey- congumpe
tlom.
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DISCOUBAGE HOARDING. When phortngeg mre smonounged, the congumer should
confine his purthases to & normal amcunt such sa he would ordinarily buy
if no ghortage mere in evidencs, Hoarding muat be discouraged in every
w¥ay poasible by all &oneumer interest chmaittess, Every consumer muat
be mnde to realize that he way have to shelwve hig own personal desires
in order to further the welfare of his mDeighbor who nesds the commodity
Just as badly as himself, Every honrded article meana just that much
lesa for aomecne elee, The more congumera cooperate, ths less will be
the neceseity for governnent compuleivn. Public ovinlen should be de—
weloped in gvery community sgainat hearing. If pecegeary, COnSUMRT OF-
gonizations ghould help merchants to develsp some scheme by meesns of
which it is 4ifficult to buy goods for hoarding.

WOER RATIONING AHEAD. Ruetioning of wurious goovde has ss far besn ap-
plied only to tires, tire retreads, and gugnr, These are only begin-~
dinga and many more commodities will have to be ratlonad 1n gome way.
Urge commenity spirit in cooversting wlth the rationing btoards, If in-
Justiceg ocour in the process or as & repult of rationing, set up & mech-
anism by mepng of which coorlnints can be regiatered and the facts inves~
tlgated and reported, Only by such means as this will the govermnment
know vhether the rationing prograr reslly 1a "serking®.

DOH'T BUY THINGS WOT NEEDED, Eveyy consuner rust be nade to feel the ne-
cexaity of wise and cereful choice of whetever goods he buyas snd thelr
careful use after purchrze. While ve will not be able to live as before
during thie war, there are enough goods so that we can keep up health,
decency, and morale, FExtravegance and purchase of extra things thet are
ot needed rmuat he cut down, however,

ST CONSUMER BUYING: PREOBIEMS. The proportion of the congumer's income
aveilable tn purchase the goods he peede will be lessened this year be—
chause of the necegsity of paymaﬁt of incame tax ard by the purchase of de-
fenge bonds. The prices of necessities have risen and probably will con-
tire to rise. {(Eztimates are that the cost of living may bs 15 per cent
higher by the end of 1942.)} Because of theege facts, the consurer must do
a good Job in planning cerefully for spending what income ip avallable to
him, He muat use 8ll hie knowledge to he a zood buyer., He should plan
carefully before spending; he should melte comparisone of prices in rela-
tion to the quality &f the goods he 1a buying, He rust lesrn to use in-
telligently the labele he finds on goods and rast ask for more informa—
tion. He ehould be oz the alert for guantity purchbases and should check
the welghts of hiz goods =t the time of purchnse and after he has broughi
then home. Merketing in person hes always been s good technique to fol-
low and it will be more important naw than ever when every dellaz must be
carefully used. Get home economics tralned homemskers to organize classes
on conaumer btuying in which these and other buying techniques are studied.
Une the radic to broadesst specifilc suggesticns for better buymenship.
Secure newspaper space and get some informed person to esntriblute at le=et
& weekly column along thesa lines. The pubject of consumer buying 1= an
exeellont topic for study by women's club groups and women's organizadlons .
of 8l1 sorts.
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CHECE WASTE. The practice of thrift and the checking of all possible waa-
tes 1n the goods he uses mugt be a part of the platform of every consumer.
Less faood tmat go into garbage capsz; Tewer half-worc garments must be dis-
carded; less must be burned up or thrown awey before all the poesible use
has heen extracted from them, See The Crnmamer! hil otal Def

a couy of which ic enc¢losed, Write to the Congumer Division, Offlce of
Frice Adminiatration, Washington, D. C., for more of these carda. Every
cotsumer in Wiscongin should eign one of thesae pledpes. Get adequate som-
plieg of thega in the hapnds of all organizetions.

STUDT QOST OF LIVING., Sat up a cormitter whose business it is to study
the costs of living in your locality. Write to the Consumer Divislon, Of—
fice of Price Administration, Waskington, I, C., and ask to he oot on the
liat tn receive Consumer Pricam, 2 free vubtlication which reports on nrice
trends over the country end gives valuable suggestions on conaamer Duying
and careful use of gonda. Thie committee ghould check on rise in rents,
oriceg of fooda, and other necespities ir the Iocrlity. IY any increanes
gseem out of line vith generzl trends-—-

a. Find out the fnets mg to price rise. Do not depend on rumors but
get exact Informatlion,

b. Find out reasone which are Back of incrapee. It may De warranted
by laczl conditions,

e, If price rise seenme uncalled for, give prblicity to the facta.
This alone =mey he enough to clear up the alitustion.

d., If situation continues, iranamit complete facts to central of-
fiee in gtate, .

IETENSE HOUSING., T1f your locality is a defense houging area, special st-
tention must be pald to the housing situatlon.

a, Have o pommittes wateh rents to gee that they do not rige to ah
exorbitant degree. If they rlse rapidly, steps should be taken
to control them. Fublicity may teke care of this. I1f necegeary,
however, the facta ghovld We revorted to the Office of Price Ad-
ministration ao that orice eonircl may be apolled to the area,
Eents will not be fixed by the OF.4, unleas there are revoris
of difflculty from the locplity, BEince it is %o the sdvantage of
holders of rentel proverty 4o sllor rente ic rige, the copgumer
interasts committes rmust be the group to keep watch of rentale
&nd repgrt if they find uvnecslled for rent inereasges.

0. BHave a corritiee cooperate to nake a survey of vacancies, inelud-
ing roome ne vell na housea, flats, and apartnente aveilable for
takting care of Aefense wmrkera.

c. If overerowding results from an influx of defense workers, a hous-
ing committes should diacover the facts and atterpt to remedy the
difficulty by getting new defensze housing for the ares and seeing
that howsaing regulrtions covering the situation are peesed nnd en~
forced,

[Dver)
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STULY THR PRICE CONTROL BILL. Urge high achool clasese and study groumns
of all ¥inde to sztvdy the orice control Bill mnd its adminigtratien B0
that Jte vrovisione are understond. Materisl will be sent out on thie
aubject from the central offliece ag soon ng possible,

CHECE CREDIT AGYNCIES. Mapy families will use credit to make income tax

peyments or to help eover the ahortages caused by meeting them, The num-
ber, echaracter, and lending terms of agenciss offering credit should be
checked, Publicity ghould be given teo information which every would-be
borrewer should have before going into debt, If thare 1la a lack of agen-
clee which effer credit in your locslity, information about cradlt unions
phouid be given publicity =nd posaibly thelr organization should be arp-
rangod., Write to Oyedlt Union National Asasclation, Madison, Wiaconain,
for information mne teo locntion of credlt uvnions nearby and deacriptivTe
literature, '

HELF MERCHANTS SAVE TIERS., Urge consumers and sll congumer orgsnizations
to coopernte by doing more marketing in person end carrying purchases
howe, and by marketing less freguently mo as to conpentrate dellverios,
Consumer organizationg should ecoperate with merchants 1in making out
schedules which eliminzte at lenst some of the duplication of dAelivery
gervices in the anme areas. Mercharta will be mach more willing to do
this at ones if they feel that conpuhers will stond baeck of them,

DFFER YOUR BEIGHBOR A RIDE. Help save tjires by urging peighborhcod uas
of orivate cavrz, Make 1t pooular to viek wp & ecarload when geing to
work, or the moviez, or dowvntown, BRural fanilies can combine their Sat-
urdsy iriva to town or to community gatherings.

STHESS HOME PRODUCTICN OF GARTEN PRODICE this poason by all frmilies who
have access to plots with suitoble soll which will not be used octherwise.
This does not mean that lawns rust be plowed up or florer gardens elimi-
moted. Tacant lots and back yards that do not have fertile soll ghould
not be converted into vegeteble gardens since both zeeds and fertilizer
are no% plentiful. Allotment gardens on the outskirts of villrmges and
towna have bBean found very guccessful if the #0ll 1s good garden acll

and the ares 13 near a bus line or close encugh for walkipg, Welfare
grouns who have tried the plan can give you good guggestions as to how to
further the scheme., Get agricultural teachers and the county agrieul-
tural agent o0 organize classes and to select aupervisors who cah give

“instruction to those who wish to Talise pert of theilr own food but do not

know how., Urge hardrare stores end geed stores %o have eduestionsl win-
dow digpleys for the sane purpose. Feim families who have alvmys rzised
mach cf thelr food supply are to be encouraged to do even more. Find

out what the county mutrition committiees zre doing about home profduction
and cooperate with then,

HOME PHESERVATION OF FOOD will ensze the strein on transportation facili-
tiea and make the shortege of tin less spparent. Announcements will lp-

- ter e made sbout what will be done to allew sugsr, rubber rings, and

zinc jar tops for home canning. When thip Information ig avsilable, help
organlze canning centere where group use of equipment can be ae¢ured and
where ingtruetion i1a offered ee to »roper methoda of cepning, Other
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methods of preservation an® stornge should alae be developed ilncluding dryp-
ipg, orenaration of sond opite, and other mesns of winter care of veget=hles.
Have & growm inveatligsate the frozen food lacker pituation in your locality,

16. HOME PRODUCTION OF OTHER ARTICLES BESITES FOOD should be enpouraged by
means of publicity of various tyves. Get axperlenced women to offer cles-
geg in making over and repair of clothing, brendmaking, or soaomaking. It
should ale~ be stressed that kesping sli gnofa ln excellsnt recalr will
haelp wln tha war.

SUGGESTIONS ON ORGANIZATION

In selecting the county consumer intersats committes, attermt ghould be made to pe-
cure representation of the diffarent grouns of organlzed consumers eppearing in
your courty. Look over your county carefully to gee what groups nesd to be repre-
-sented, Pe sure that your committee does not cone solely from cne groum, Such or-
ganizatione. as Parent-Teachers Asscclatione, chureh groups, lodge groups, labor un-
icas, labor auxilisries, consurere’ cocperatives, credit unione, AmeTrican Leglon
aurilieries, mothers' olubs of rural achool dlstricts, farm buresus, farmers'! un-
ionp, 4-H cluba, homanakerg' clubs, vomen'es clubs, busingse and proféssionsl wormen's
elubg. tenperance umlonsy, an? eny others that sopear in your county should have
representation--if not cp your maln cormittee, st least on gub=commitiees, Do not
forget to check on and zesure renrsasntating from mmy naticnallty and racial groups
ervenring In 2ongiderable mamber in your locelity., Do nat forgat to ineclude gope-
one who renreasntes varticularly the homemaker'e point of viewr ant who 1s perhans
without orgenization effiliationa.

Perpons from the {rained groung in your arean shoul® sles eomanr on your committee,
though it should not coneist exelusively of them. These include temchere of hone
economics, agrienliure and commerce [(the latter if teaching conaumer sconomica),
bome snd sgricultural agente snd sumervianra, welfare wariers, and homermakera with
training in home economienm, soglsl work, and seclology or economics vwilth a consumer
plant. Thege veonls wlll be ahle to give very vnluable help.

Probsbly a goot means of incornorating in your ocounty orgsnization the various
grovpe which phould be reovregented ia to have (a) & amell céntral working commite
tes OY axecutive coemmittea, each meraocn heading n working sub-committes, and (%)
& large adviesory grouwn with a much larger repreasntation meeting deceasionally to
prasent different points of view and to iron out problama.

Thether there showid be sensrate organizetiena In your veriove townshiva, villeges,
and cities svbordinete to the centrel county organization wlll depend upon the gize
and character of your county. If it iz large, and warilcularly if there are wide
differencea in tcevpation, Income, type of censumer organizetion, nnd probeblia
rasponae to suggestions made, 1t will probably be ndvisable to have sub-corganiza-
tions which cwarste separately, If the neonle of the different narts of the county
are gqulte similar, thles may not ha necessnry or Aesireble.

In plarming a program of work, your committes shouwld dlacover what other defense
coMmmittess Lo the county are dolng, eapecinlly the nutrition and welfars grouvs.
Makp your mrogran fit in with theirs, The »rogran will be hinderad rather than
helved if sach grows works infevendently, In timer llke these, when efficlency is
80 macadsary, there mzat be no dunlicatlon of effort,
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Since your major aim is to get every consumer to unferstand the mature of the nrob-
lem and to feel a resvonsibility tovard helning, every nesns of wubliclty avallable
mist be used. Get the cooveration of newgnaners; have a consumers' colurm at least
sach week. Use the Tadin, vith consumers' news notes as fillers, and an cccnelonsl
conaumers! forom or talk discusring wore of the tonlege gugpepstsd 1n thse wrevious
aectlon.

Secure the coomerstion of the mublic libraries who right offer » consumerst shelf
with reference nnteriel on consurer buying, the ¢iat of livirng and how to meet 1%,
houeing vroblems, and meny ntkar tomige., CIud groung ghevlsd be urged 0 take un
congumey tonice ne a givdy oroject.

Foming for vuhlic ddecussion of warious tomics of aignificance to the congurmer may
be organized. Adequate coverage of wnrisus moints of wvlerw showld be secure®,
Clagaes in achoala cowld very well use congumer tonics for exercises in Bnglish and
other gubjecta, Congumer wroblems might be mude the eubject for wreters, exhibity,
and demonatraticng in wvaricue class-room exerci=zeg, The use of stors windows for
varioug exhibits showing the nart of the consumer in npticnal defense and on wrob-
letmg of congumer Buying would doubtleas be doneted By merchants. The coneamer
ghould be reminded at every turn that what snf hnw machk he conepures hog op IM0or-
tant bearing on the wur,

Your ecentral consumer interests com-ittee exaects shortly to send nuﬁ further ma-
terinl 1o you pivine a list nf references and other hﬂlﬂful material aveilable At
1ittle or no cost,

WISCONSIN COUNCIL OF DEFENSE
By

May L. Cowles, Chairnan
Censumer Interegte Cormmities

Henlth apd Welfare Sectiion
Cirilinn Defense Board

kooroved:

H. $. Einglsey, Cheirman
WISCONSIE COURCIL OF DEFENSE
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I. PURPOSE OF COUNTY COMMITTEES
To cooperate, with the County Council of Defense and .the 0ffice of Price
idministraiioﬁ. in encouraging the kind of consumer behavior which helps the
effective prosecution of the war, which does not hinder the war effort; and
whieh gives familles the necessities of life, so that they make their best
gontribution.

There are four major purposes or objectives of county committees:

; 1. Help families to understand the causes and prevention of inflation.

2. MAcquaint families with the need for rationing and the importance
of their cooperation.
3:"Teach families how to keap themaelv&g efficient workers.

- 4, Enaouraga d&sirnbra cnnaumar behavier ﬂurin# and after the war.

II, TEE JOBT0 E“ man s

..]irat' In helpiqg.tﬂ undarstand inflatinnpa

Inform famlliaﬂ of+ the: danperg, and the: reanonsibility they have in

kﬂeping inflation undcr cuntral _ _ :

Urga famili e to spend as littla as- poesihle- and to develop finan-
2#1&1 plans.to incluﬂe retirement’ of dehta. pa;ment.of—taxaﬂ, emergsncies, the buy-
1ng of war bonds, and thu making of athur anund invaatmenta.

2 Urde famili g to help-control prices af'guoda which have set ceilings.

Second®’ In coaparating_with ratiuniﬂg_u-

ﬁslpﬁfEleies to understand the need for rationing and the importance of
;hth;ir cooperation. Inform themi.as to what ;nngt;tpteﬂ'ﬁ black market; and help
{ them to see¢ that petronizing one or taking ﬁar}.ig_auch'traﬁaaatiun, defeats the
| purpose of rationing and price aontiel. 1
1, Impruve attltud~$ toward’ ratian:ng
T .Exglaln what constitutes a hlack market transautién.

3. Explain the consequenceés of thesa.

4, Urge familiea not to take part in black markot tranaactians.
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Third: ;_r_;'ha_lg:_.gg families to keep efficient--

Help thnm.tnﬂlaaqg hnﬂ to éékﬁ best use of their resources—-such as
clothing, faod, tnnla,,mgchiﬁery, livestock, soil, time, information, and comm
facilities; so that they have the things necessary to keep them efficient worke
without buying any more than is absolutely necessary. It is the duty of every
family to contribute in ite dgily 1;ting_tq:thﬂ wipning of the war. ZEveryone
mist reelize that any ﬁé;digég demends made upon industry hinder production for
the war, It is on that production that we depend for victory. The food, clotl
and equipment we do not buy, the fuel, gas and aiheriutilijjcslwa_dq not use, &
as mich a contribution to victory as ammunition end the imploments of war.

1. Teagh fam%}}gs how to get &dgquate_f??gg?hich will mainﬁain hee
and efficiency, and yet make as for demands as possible on pru&;ction through:

(1) Home production of fopd _ i s o
(2) Home prgﬂu;vgficg of fpnd} .
I{S] Careful spending of points

(4) Prevgntipg gprplugas_frﬂm 5qiqg.tp “@3t9; !

2. Encourage the establishment of food preservation centers and hel
recruit vaiuntaera in their Gpgrgtia;. ;

3. Tea;; fami}iaa:;ﬂw_Pquyakphcara of and.repair tools, equipment
and furnishings., in order to insure_thq;; ?sq§u;ngﬁs'fqr the duration.

4, Taach_fa;?};g?igagp,.;epair ang hqmﬂ_cqnstrunt;pn af clothing.

: : 5, Encauragg.famglgea;ta:guppﬁr; movements which will help to keeg

the éuality of congumer goods, sugp a8 infsym;ti?e lﬁhaligg_and.apandards; and
urge them to inform retailers that they.want_ngh_l?he}ﬁ%_

6. Encourage familiesttn share, scarce equipment such as.sewing ma
ines, pressure ca?ne?g?_fngg_dgjgggj gerden tools, washing machines, automobile

ete.
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Fourth: In encouraging desirsble consumer behavior—-

Help femilies to keep informed as to the "machinery" and praoblems

involved in supplying consumers with the necessary énoia and services vhich main-

tain health and morale on the home front; and in supplying armed forces with thal

requirements of war, s ; =

1. Supply atudfngroupa.with outlinee and féliahla sources of

information. .

. o :Urge the ;tﬁﬁy of désirsbl& uunsumcr;retﬂiler.relatians and
conperation. A

.5. Urge the gtuﬂy of trade ﬁar}i;;; and thair effects.upﬂn our

ecnnomic Byatem. 45
1I1. HOW TO GET THE JO3 TONE
1. Steps ia Organization

(1) Organize a gnod workinz committee which would represent and enlist

srganizations and individusls (with a county-wide interest) in an
educational program.

(2) Sece that a chairmen is appointed by the Gﬁhnty'ﬂivilian Defense Coun-
e¢il, if one has not slready been appointed; or obtain permission to
elect one frum-ﬁhe Eroup. : '

'(3) Elect a.aearetary to keep minutes of meetingé, tn act ~hen the chair-
man is unsble to do ED; aﬁﬂ ta fiiearécﬂrds.and informatinn.

(4) Discuss the purpose of such a committac.

(5) Survey the county situatiosn :

a. Learn rhat is already hﬂiﬁg done hf nthers.

b. Recognize problems yet to be solved.

(5) Pick out one of two important county needs upon which to basc the
progranm.
(7) Decide on a tentative plan of action, with careful consideration as

tn sﬂaaanél apélﬁﬁaiiun} and face the problems involved as:
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Reaching every faﬁiiy.
Getting vnluntﬂgr workers.
Training volunteer wnfknrn.
Getting enough printed matter to circulate.
Ghtaining financiel assistance fcr operating e:penses.
Getting atanﬂgraphin help.

Plan to rnrk on ons or two main Ernblamn at a tiﬁa and very

greduslly uxpﬂnd the program

(8) Divide responsibilities, by the appoinimeﬁi of committees and indivi
uals, to take caore of cﬁrtain Warﬁ as? 1
Compiletion of & list of availablé upegka;;, demonstrators and
teachersin the county | . ok -
News re%eaass
Baﬁio”talks.
Posters
~ Exhibits
Draﬂatizptiﬁnu
Settinzg up and ﬂpurﬁting consumer infnrﬂatiﬂn centers
Sotting up consumer infnrmatiqn_tab}ﬂ; Pr hullatin boards in

libraries or ather public places

Drganising and cﬂndﬁgtinglcﬂﬁaumﬂr ajudy courses
Enlisting v%lunteera |
Trnining volunteers
{(9) Assien cartuin araaa, of the cnunty, to certain individuals who will
hg in charge of work ﬁyare.._ _ e
(10) Plan calendar of county cﬁmuittaa maéﬁingﬁ.

Gaﬂnaaitian of tha GGW1ittea

£ l

In Bﬂluﬂting or addirg to the mambersnip nf the county consumer interests

committee, an attempt should be made to secure representation from the different
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groupe of organized consumers or other study and service clubs in the county. The
committee should not come solély from one kind gf a group; and all income levels
ghould be represented. In addition, educators and other publie wnrknrﬁ interested
in consumer education should be a part of the group.

The committee might include:

Representatives from:

Educational institutions, auch_as high Bchnala} nnuntf extension offi-
ces, vocational schools, local colleges and univarsitias.

Municipal and State Departments of Purchasing, Health, Fuod Inspection,
Publie Utilities Commission, Weights and Measures Supervision, ete.

Public libraries

Civic and social organizations

Government agencies, such as Farm Security Administration, Ag;icul—
tural Adjustment Administration I "

Cooperatives .

Retailers

~ Public Ut%li;iaa

Labqr.ﬂh;nns

The followines arganlzétiunalmay be interested in beins rﬂp;aaentaﬂ:
American Association of Univ. Women and college women's clubs
Church study Groups, 2
ﬁenaral F@ﬂe:atiﬁn_uf Women's Clubs
Humemakép‘n Clubs (Vocational Schqulnﬁn :

Humemaker 8 Gnuncil fﬁounty Extensinn ‘Service)
Housewives' Leagues
Junior Leagues _ .

~ Labor Uhiana and Human's Luziliarias of Lahur Uhlonu
League of Women ?utara

Men's and Women's Service Groups
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Paront Tecacher Assaciatinn

Student Study Groups

ru
i

Women's Cosperstive Guilds and Clubs Pt Ci e

957 307 Méthods to usé in reachinz families : : i
1o
:Ga&sumer Infunﬂaticn Centers

L

-Eluck and neighhurhoud lasdera % i : i

R g,
L -
a0 ) F L o

Public Furums and Discuﬂaiun Gruupa i

N 3 P
e |.--- = ar

Radio Programs

Fior
-

Hews arbicles and ragular colums
Lt T b e o T S
Exhi&ita and pnatara

Pl-i"' RN A1 e e YT

Dramatizations A

cimadanass e gl

Tallks
Classes asd olinics |

Demonstrations
Sl dass vires
3. Volunteer workers can halg_dn tha 1_g
: e P .
(1) “hasa mi:ht includa ,

Block and neighhorhnud leadara
Homemaksrs with home economics training or those with speci

skills--

(Enrollments for Volunteer Service--3tate Hnme Economica

Assuciatianwnare avallable through its Gnunty Service
\ yns ROD idk
"ﬂhﬂirmam—#whnsa neme will be supplied to Gﬁunty Consumer
vt R g T

;Interaat Gh&irman}

fata

Teachers of hume acanomica, economics, machanica, shop work

I.._.-

Public utilltian parsnnnel

& 5.r -

Home dﬁmnnatratinn aganta

F

Hnma Hanagﬁmsnt Eﬁparvisnra--Farm Security Administration
Betailers and buyers -

Repair men (plumbing, electricity, ste.)

anded 1o s a baos
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‘Project leaders of homemakers' clubs (Extension Service)

(2) Training Coursass for Volunteer Workers

Voluntesrs, with special training, skills and abilities listed

above, can train the persons who wish to help, and need iraining

guch as for:

B

b.

Understanding the Economic Situation

Responsibilities and interests as consumers during war
Our fight against inflation
The problem of scarcity

Scarcity of Civilian goods

Rationing

Black markets or black market transections

Conservation of all Resources

Clothing
Repairing and making over
Care and cleaning
Laundaring
Pressing
Storege of woolens
Care and cleaning of leather goods
Care, cleaniﬁg and storage of rubber goods
Bguipment
Sewing machines
Electrical appliances, cords, etc.
Plumbing
Heating
Fornishings
Care, cleaning and rﬁpnir of fﬁrniturﬂ, rugs, bedding, etc.

Cleaning end storage of woolen 5lankﬂta, etc.
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Control of hougehold pests as moths, stc. |
Fire prevention.. . i
Aceident prevention. . ... ..
Timg - Planning for its. best use

Heney ~ Financial Planning arer !

c. Home Froductisn .
Food
Vegetoble gardening
Other fosd preduction
Food preservation

Clothing construction

4. Wiso buying of Beal Needs . .. .. . |
Food - Selection baged on- avallable supplies to i
maintain and build health |

Clothing
Houscheold supplies, furnishings, furniture, equipment

4, DOther problems in Gettins the Job Done

(1) Finances e |
fIf the gommittee is made up of represcntatives of county-wide
organizations, it will not be difficult to acquaint groups with
the worthingss of the cause; and to get them to pledge financial |
gupport, to toke care of such items as writing materials, poﬂtagﬁ
éta. It may also be possible to.secure petty cash (for such pur-
poses) from the County Councgil of Defense, Submitting an ocea-
sional financial report to contributing organizations and to the
Council is recommended.

(2) Stenographic Help

~ Thg County Council of Defonse may be able to furnish such assis-

~ tance; or volunteurs.may be found who will contribute some time

tc this purposo.
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IV. CO-CHDINATING THS JOE WITH QTHER GROUFPS
In order to dove-tsill the work of the committee, with that of other
reletrd committees and service groups, the program should be set up so
thet it deoes not over-lap work vlanned or being done. T™e committee
should escguaint itself with the work of the county nutrition committes,
school lunch committee, vocational and other school prozrams, block
lender orgenization, Countv Extension Service, George Denn Homemaking
Departments in High Schools, etc.

V. EVALUATING THE JOE DONE AND REPORTING
If is importsnt that the committee evelunte its progzrem pericdienlly,
basing ite evsluation on the number of meople reached, tvpe of emphssisa,
evidence of cheanges in prectice and attitudes; pnd the enthusissm of
volunteer workers. The program should be revised, in the lisht of the
results of this evnlustion. Reports of work done will not onlv help in
this study, but will help to give p unified picture of accomplishments
in the state. Tey will also help the State Advisory Committee see the
problems of the countv committeeg; and thus meke ite help effective.

A somple report form follows. Mwelve copies are furnished to each

county chairmon.
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MONTHLY HEPORT OF PROGRESS OF COUNTY CONSUMER INTERESTS WORK

Report only activities not previewsly reported; except ns voum report their prozress

COURTY . MCNTH 18

Na)E AND ADDRESS OF CHAIRMAN

FROGHESS OF WORK;

1. County Committee meetings held (Number)

Prroose of meeting?

Changes in Committee Personnel
(If members have nct been previenslv reported, plense give list)

2. Informrtion Centers in County (mumber nnd locetion)

Cpen how oftent

detivities

Choirmen of ench center, (nrme, nddreca)

el

Bedin Progreme — Stntion Heomr

How often? Whet topica?

4. Nevspaper Articlesz - Space

Name of Popers? Howr often?
About What? SEZND CLIPPINGS
. Bxhibits - Where? Whnt?

6. Consumer Informntion Trnining Ceourses. MNuomber given

When and =here held? Wamber in sttendance

Topics covered SEND FROGRLM

7. Cooperantion with ether Civilisn Defense committees

How? Whent

B. Other Activities?

PROBLEFS YTOU ARE ENCOUNTERING:

SUGGESTIONS TO STATE CONSUMER INTERESTS COMMITTER

SEHD HEPOET TO: REPORTED BY:
Cheirman, Stnte Advisory Committee

Hoom 205 iferievlturs]l Tngineering Bldg.,
Tniversity of Wiscensin, Madiszon, Wis. Signed
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VI. AUTHCRITATIVE SOURCES OF PRINTED INFORMATICON CAN HELP : .
(1) Consumer Division - Office of Price 4dministration, Milwsukee
('2} State -f-riviaorv Eamittee nf Gnnaumer Interests,
Citizens Service Cnrpa-+$tnte Council of EPanEP--hllwaﬁk;P
(3) E;pf:iment'Stption, qn11fEﬁ of izribuitfrP, Univ. of Wizconsin
(4) ﬁihﬁnsian Service | 2 . I
e ?ﬂgnty'E;tenﬁiqn 0f fices - located ht'qnuqtvraeﬁt
b. Colleze df'ﬁgriéﬁlturé;Lﬂﬁiﬁbfsitf of W%éénnsin
(5) Extensinn ﬁiviﬁlnn = Hnivnreitv of wiscnnsin
EB}'UnltEd States Department ‘of agrichlturF Weghington, D. C.
: L-i_'st of n'vrv'i__l.ﬁ'_bl-é: pz‘bli'cﬁt1¢n5 is -sent on request to the
5uwﬂr1ntﬂndnnt of Drcumﬂnta . . R
£7) BLrPﬂL nf HLHHH LLtrltian and Hrmﬂ Tcnunmics
: U e Denprtmpnt cf AgriﬂhlturP. #bahin#tbn. D L'
(8) Buremy of Lebor Statistics, #nshington 3 o sy
PFriadlc PPIBPSFE on ”Pricas" nnd the ﬂcnst nf leing" will ha
gent frﬂe to thﬂEE whu justifv thPi; raquesb to be p]acﬁd on: : .
_Ithe?mailtﬁg list.
(9) Americnn.ﬁﬁﬁe Ecancm;c;.hssuciatian-
620 ¥ills Building, Weshingted, I. Qs
(10) Consimers Service Sectiom, !, 5. Department qf_igffqulturﬁﬁ'
Wnahingtnn, B. Ce e e -. ?
(11) Public Affeirs Gnm@itteF,”Iéc.. 0 ﬂrckﬂfellﬁr Plazﬂ. ‘W. Y. City -
‘(12) Better Business Buresus
(13) Amsricen Tnstitute for Fconomic Resemrch, 54 Dunster Street,

Harvard Sousre, Cambridee, Massachusefts
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VII, SQOME SUGGESTED REFERENCES
General

CONSUMER EDUCATION SERVICE--American Home'Economics Association, 620 Mills Bldg.,
Washinston, D. C. Subacrj.pt.ion price $1.00 per year. Periodical news 1ettar
givins a valuable summary of current developments in the field.

CONSUMER KNOWLEDGE BUILDS DEFENSE--Consumer Divieion, Office of Price Administra-
tion, Washington, D. C. A bibliography of available pamphlet material, with
brisf explanatory notes describing the publications listed., 1941.' Free.

CONSUMER TIPS--Coneumer's Counsel, U.: 5. ‘Depdrtment of Agriculture, Washington,
D. C. Free on request after zach of tho "Consumer Time" radic broadecasts on
the Red Hletwork (KSTP) every Saturdsy at 11:15 A, M. Central War Time. 1

GGHSUHE‘.HS' BOOESHELF--Consumer's Counsel, U. 5. Depertment of Agriculture, Washing
ton, D. 0. A selectod bibliozraphy of government materinls, pamrhlets, and
other inﬂxpanﬁiva or.free met;.rialh af interest to consumsrs. 1937. 154. |

CONSUMERS' GUIDE-—Consumer's Coufsel, U. 5. Department of Azrieulture, TVashington,
D. C.: Issuod bi-weekly from QOectober through May, =nd monthly from June *
through September., 4n excellent, popularly writien periodical of real assis-|
tance in mecting consumer problems. Subscriptions 5&{ per year.

DIRECTORY OF GOVARNMENTAL CONSUMER SERVICES AND AaEI\;CInS-‘-{}onsumﬂr 'Di?:l.sinn. t}fﬂuﬂ
of Price Administration, Washington, D. 0.’ .

SCIENTIFIC COHSUMER PURCHASING——American Association éf University Women, 1634 Eﬂ1
Street, ¥. ¥., Washington, D. C. 1939. 50.{'.

5 : {
CONSUMERS CAW HZLP WIN THE WAR——Jessie V. Co rles, 1943 University »f California |
Press, Barkcla:r’: cﬂlifﬂl‘ﬂiﬂ-- $1 00. . 1 ; :

WARTIME FAMILY LIVING--Bureou of Fumen Nutrition and Home Economics, U. S. |
Department of Agriculture. Avallable to County Home Danmnstratian Agents
and FSA Home Management Supervisors.

Financicl- Planning’

YOUR INCOME AWD MIN=--Publié Affairs Committee, Inc.; 30 Rockofeller Plaza, New
Eﬂrk, Hew Yﬂrk- 194‘3. 1|:|I"l'|

HOW WE SEEND DUE HO’-TEY-—-—EJJ;IJ.!I.G Affairs Gumittee. Inc., Eﬂ Enckafaller Plaza, MNer
York, New York. - 1541, 104,

FACTS YOU SHOULD ENCW ABOUT BUDGETING--Boston Better Business Bureau--1938. Free.

Conservation of Resources

Leaflets issued by Superintendent of Do¢uments, Washington, D..C.
A1l are $1.00 per 100 copies.

"How to Helee your IRONING EQUIPMENT last longer"--AWI-11
"How to make your REFRIGERATOR last longer"--AWI-4
"How to make your electric RANGE last longer"—AWI-B
"Take care of HOUSEEOLD RUEBEER"--AWI-7
"Palke care of VACUUM CLEANEES ANT CARPET SWEEPERS"-—-AWI-19
"Take care of the WOOL you have'"--AWI-26



Page 14

Wer Prodvction Board--Woshington,D. C.
"Take Csre of wvour tutomobile"

americen Society of Hesting and Ventilating Engineers, 51 Madison ivenue,
New York, New Yeork. ' o
"War on Fuel Wrsteh

Petroleum Industry Committee, Dist. 2, 0ffice of Petroleum Coordination for War,
Washington, D. C.

WHow to Save Fuel 0ilM
Office of Price idministraticn, W¥ashingten, D. C.

"How to Keep Warm snd Save Fuel in Wartime"

hinthracite Coal Chart®

o

U- S. Bureau of Mines, Washingten, D. C.
"Heme Insulptienf--Cireular 7166

U. S. Bareau of Standerde, ¥ashingten, D. C.
"Thermostat Setting snd Econcmy in Fouse Festing"--Letter circulsr 694
"Domestic Herting snd dir Conditioningh--Letter clrcular 649

Bituminous Conl Consumer's Council, Box 483, Wrshington, D. C.

"Bituminous ,Coal Chert" gl
"Buying and Burning Bituminoue Goal®

VIII. SOME SAVFLES OF JOBS DONE
1l én outline for Consumer Study = Dnng Ccunty - Frze 14

2. 4 "ix-it" Courge for Hnunehﬁlﬁ ?gpeif'- AnnZ#rhnr Council of Defense -
FPrze 15-17.
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THE CONSUMER AND THE WAR

hn cutline for studv groups, prepered by the Chmmittee on Consumer Tnterssts
' Dene Countv Chuncil of Defense

I.' That ‘14 the positibn of the cohsumer in the wer?
Retioning, infletion, price ceontrol

I1. Censumers cen chntribute to ¥ictery by buying wiselv what must be beusht
en that nc supplies sre wnsted.

b. Consumer - Retaller ralntinnships

B. Planning hefﬂre hnying tu feed thp familv vFll nnd at th?
same time keep fond expenses down.

1. Prcblems in menl. planning
2. Pocking lunches

c. Fnb& Bhving RS &

2 Mnrket changes - how hnmempkers cnn mﬂpt them.
=2 Pncknzing. Greding, theling

D. lethlng BuV1ng

1. New federsl orders

2. Avepilability of textiles

3. Gervices nynilable

4. -ClothHing budgets: i : 5 : :
. Fow, vhen, where nnd vhnt to va

ITI. Crnsumers can contribute to Victory by using carefully the: thines which
they have.

Crre and repsir of gocds

Purnishings and equipment
Clcthing
Houeing

IV. Coneumers can contribute to Victory by intellisentlv uaing alternsative
goods, in place of things thst are scarce cr thines thnt are out of
reach of their pocketbonks.

V. Consumers enn contribute tec Victory by supporting state and lecal
consumer interests groups and by perticiprting in consumer-velfare

PTOETAMS .

Housing Center Consumer Study Groups
Rent Contrcl Consumer Informmtinon Centers
RErtioning Roard

dpproved by Maver James R. Law, Chairman of Dane County Council of Defense
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DESCRIFTION OF "FIXZ-IT BOURSE IN HOUSEHROLD REPAIR
offered by dnn Arbor Couneil of Defense, 1942-43

FURFOSE: To instruct those women, whose men are in war aervice, in the crdinary
"fix—it" tasks vhich arize in maintainine a running heuseheocld. Alse t6 instruet
anyene vho wishes te be ready in csse of widespresd emergency, such ss an alr raid,
to help recstcre home netivitieg in hie neighborhond; end to help relieve the

tire situation and trn relense men for more impcrtent jobs, by reducing the volumne
o6f culle for the relatively simple and triviel reprirs thet can be dene by amateurs.

SUBJECTSCCVERED, AND TIME DEVOTED TO EACH SUBDIVISION:

PLUMBING: #ater eupplw svetem. . - . = = . 4 < 4.« s » + 1 gegslon
Waste svetem . . . i S Ao e - 1w

Water and vapcr hnnting*a-
alsc hot-nir systems . ., . . . - + « » « + 1 geggion

ELECTRICITY: Safety, general princlplhs,

refrigerators, ete. . . . . PR R e e e e 1T
Cords, tersters, repeirs

demcnstrerted . . . . N e T oty e T )t
Electric stoves (taken qpprt

and re-sssembled) . . , . - : . . -+ . .« » 1 gession
Hofte F4phbing: o gt et et L e s O

GaS: How toc use grs efficiently in
vartime: applisnces . . % .4 + + .+« » 1 Begsion

HOUSE: Windnw £lnes, shrdee, screens,
oo o o T 1 T fE e
Painting, varnlghing . v v o0 5 o 5.4 o o 5 =
FUENITURE: Glueing, re-finishing, tving
springs; soldering, edze toolg, ete. . « « . I sessions

gsesaion
segsion

=

T~ e e ey e e L ey T PR R T
EISCELLANEOUS INFORN :TION:

Segsiong lrosted one and one-helf hours ench.

Tenchers——were selected by invitntion.

-~thev did not receive pav.

One wee the owner of the local plumbing business; cne, an emplovee of a hardvare
.ﬁtﬁre, (expert in installing and operating het-sir fLJmnces} threes were from the
' repair department of the power compeny; one was home econcmics director of the gas
'cumpnnr: ane vas genernl manAger of the ges company:; two were partners in p coOn-
struction comp-ny, specializing in houses; cne wps & teacher ef industrial prts in
& locnl high scheol (furniture); and cne wes head c¢f s rndio vholegnle tusiness.
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Text'b:-qks were not required, but “Hﬂuseh‘ld Mechanics—-Industrial 4Arts for the

General Shep" ‘by Bedell nﬁlﬂr.“ﬂ'nrgn&r.. published by Internstional Textboock Company

_#t Serenton, Pennsylvenle, was recommended. Price--41.34.
alsh-—"ﬂbﬁaehnld_Hbchanibs for Girls", by Toodin (McCormick-Mathers Publishing Oo.,

Iﬂiéﬁi!cf:._-l{nn'an_g}‘_ frigea-ﬂﬂ cents. Thev were placed on ssle by locrl bonkstores,

OL4SSES MET ONE EVENING PER WEEK. Thirty neople vere ndmitted to each class.
.'ervﬂnt _c-ferf—c'r:{wiin:'q and complaints, nll npplicante were required to have their
names plnced on a waiting .11.$t: m;in_trinﬂd ni‘._ the CDVO office, from vhich students
were selected in order l}-f,. &pplic,-'j:t-inp‘.: except thot romen with men in service were

L'givpn first consideretion.

TEACHING METHODS VARIED from Ebrhf{.jfllv oreanized I_#r:h.*.r'f‘ {tracins water and waste
aysterie from vonint to point of possible treuble aprts) té whelly thnml-qﬁlﬂntinmj
l

and-angver. Students were enr:u:urpged- to ask guestions under eithep system, smuech

emphasis being plrced on setisfying the requirements, the actual daily needs, of

each person enrelled. ' The academic nnd theoretical wvere avoided rs far as poesibled

THE COUHSE aS PROJECTED BY « WOMLN VOLUNTEER IN THE CDVO TR:INING PROGR«M. It wni
executed by » college tencher, whd se¥ving #s cdordinator, saw to it that tenchere
were kept informed of their duties; that gtudente felt ot epse and willing to nsk

resllistic questions; end that hours of beginninz end ending were observed. il

teschers tut one or twe vere smateurs in this ¥ind of thinz, but =11 enjoved the

experience and seem willinz to contirme indefinitelv ns the course is reperted.

e i



Page 18
SPEECHIFYING WAS DISCOURAGED. Those sessions were most successful, which intro-
duced the maximum of demenstration or illustrative material, permitting the
students to take spart and re-assemble a typical faucet, to splice an electric
cord, handle tools, etc. Student response was perticularly gratifying, insofar as
statements can be believed accurate and honest. Attendance fell off progressively
over the fourteen-week period, but it should be pointed out that the most vital
matters were treated early in the course; and that bad weather and gas rationing

interfered in later weeks.

HQO FEES OF ANY KIND WERE CHARGED. Gas and electric companies distributed free
booklete or pamphlets with war conservation angles. HNewspapers were very coopera-
tive, using all publicity materials sent them, also taking and printing a publicity
picture. The industrial arts teacher was.discovered to be extraordinarily versa-
tile; and his shops superbly equipped. Thie discovery moved several of the students,
to ask him to offer a course (all of his own) which would go deeper, take up less
common repairs, and provide opportunity for laboratory practice. He has consented
and such a course will be sponsored by the University Extension Service. For this

a2 fee will be charged.
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WISCONSIN C: ¢ COMSUMER COMUITTEEZ BULLETIN STATE
Szﬁgefﬂnzncil 2 Jdvisory Commdttes
o] elenss
Citizens Service Corps BLACK MAIEZTS Yanmaer f“tere‘“‘“
Dr. Clarence Dykstra ] Clara E. Jonas
Director

Chairman

BLACK MARKET MANIFESTATIONS e~ THANSACTIONS ~~ OFEHATICNHS
SABOTEURS AD TRAITOHRS TO OUR COUNTRY

What they are

How to recognize them

#¥fects of their Operation

Inflation and Black Markets

Black Markets in leat

gmbating all Black llarkets

Sugeestions to
Consumer Interests Committees

Sources E{_Infarmatiau

Thie committes bulletin is Deiig seut to all Couaty Defeiuve Cousci
Service Corps directors aud Consumer Interests Comilttee chasdrmen,

| 243 .

1 caairne;



WHAT IS A BLACK {ARKET?

fRlack Marieta®, originated in Burope where the teim aeant "Illegal snle of soods.B
The Blaclk arket is ms ancient as tyremny ia the old world. Its expressiois wers
the ametiuods =ad transactions of "black rent" levied by native chieftains in Ireland
centuries agzo; the "black flag® of China after the Taiping Rebellion; and the "ulack
hend® of Italy and Spa=in.

In the United States the Zlack Harlet is as much a transaction a3 a nlace, It is
any tranasction widch violates price conbrecl or icod distribution orders or ration-
inz re ilationa, waether that transaction tazes place in a smart uptown shop, or
beside an unmericed truck outside the city limits; or between 2 or more people any=
where. It egplies equally fto g1l rationed zoods, and to ;oods covered with rice
rasulations.

“CW TO ZIECOGNIZE BLACK liAREET OFERATIONS CR TRARSACTICWS
feny wprlzht citizens engege in Black Harket transactions unwittingly, because they

are thoushtlass misinformed or lack information. Any transaction or action nay be
classified as "Black Harket® if it involves any of the following actions;

1. @Giviag oway or accepting ration woints. These are a trust to each elson,
and are intended solely for his use. ;

2. Giviar -way rabtioned =»roducts without receiving ratiom poinis in excianis—-
either Lecause you bought the _oods or produced them-—unless you eat at ths
table of the receiver. Peints sre a trust, given by the govermment and
intended oaly for the Herson to whom issued.®

3. MTradinz rationed poods you ioduce for other thinzs without tsling ration
points. (Reason same as for woint 2 sbove)™®

4, BSellins rationed hoie wroduced food without talting points.

5. Paying wre or charzing vwore than the ceiling nirice.

6. Getting wore then ome's own share of rationed goods.

7. Acquiring ration points illezally.

8. Uakinz false stateusnts to secure additionsl {suilemental) points.

9. Using all your ration points, when you also frequently =al out, and eat
raticned foods in public nlaces. You get more than your share.®

1l0. GCherzing a ceiling orice set for one grade or quelity of zoods: for an
inferior zrade or quality of that roduct. ;

11. Hot »osting ceiling »rices; or nlacingz them where they won't be szen.

12. Pooling zasoline coupons. These ave usavle only with the c ar for which
1zsued.

1 retpil atores should be sufficiently well acquainited with wrice control and
ationing, to Imow tast eeiling mrices smst be posted; and th:t wholesale cuts of
leat must be prafe stamped. Betail shows, that do not observe these two simule OPA
pepulations, eve flouting governuienbt directives; are subject to suspicion, =8 they
e, in effact, Black arkels.

8

bints 2, & ﬁnd 9 liove Soen sbresgsed ressatedly in Bedio Frogram "Washinzton resorts
Hationing®.
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EFFEICTS OF BLaACK MARKET OPEARATIONS

1, BFreakg down the fair, democratic system of ratiouing and price control--leading
to inflation.

2., QCauses prices to rise by creating unnecessary scarcity that impedes both civil-
ian and military activity.

3. DBreaks down law enforcement and encourages criminal activity.

L, Wastes war-vital by-products.
5. Meakens civilian morale of those not participuting in Black liarket transsactions.
6., Enfangers health by putting uusafe {un-inspected) meat on the market.

7. Tskes necessary materials from our &rmed forces,

BLACKE MARERTS COWTHISZUTE TO INFLATION

The Black Market very definitely contributes to inflation. Consider this fact:
Tour Government has set up & ration and price control program to fairly distribute
scarce commpdities at reasonable pricea. The Black Market evades this government
control and breaks down this program. The ability of some consumers tn get more
than thelr fair share of scarce articles evades falr distribution and deprives
others of scarce necessities, either because they can't pay the higher price or
because they are patriotic, Then, price contrel is oroken down. Thisg destruction,
of the government control program, is as definitely tressonable as conveying
military information to the Axis; because the operators of these "treason" or
"traitor" shops are handling truly "military goods",

Boods whose distribution and price is contraolled by the government is essential to
the prosecution of the war, Black Markets desl in scarce commodities, becsuse the
government is spreading the avsilable supply of such commodities to cover both
givilian and military requirements. If the price of these scarce and necessary
jtems is not regulated, an unbearable hardship on people with small fixed incomes
will be created. OPA officisles point out the following situation ss an adequate
reason for rationing and price control: "Inequitable distribution of goods and
high prices do not help the merchant or farmer; but cdo muke unbearsble the burden
of the woman who has 350 & month upon which to live, while her husband is fighting

on some far-flung battle front."



BLACE MARKETS IN MEAT HAVE HEACHZD ALARUILG PHOPORTICHS

Anyone who has gone to & butcher shop in recent months knows all is far from well in
the meat business, Though we hear that livestock production broke all records in
1942, we also know how difficult it is to buy meat today, and, prices are often
unreasonably high. These conditions are the result of a huge black market in meats——
& black market so extensive, it has disrupted the normal meat supply and mest dis-
tribution machinery of the United States, It has diverted such large amounts of

meat from legal trade, that buyers, for our army, have been unaole to obtain all

the meat they want for our fighting men here and abroad., Unofficial figures place

as mich as 20 percent of the meat supnly going into black msarkets. Small wonder
civilians have had difficulty in obtaining meat supplies}

America's Meat Goes to War

American meat is a fighting food. It's an importunt part of & military man's diet,
giving him the energy to outfight the enemy. When food supplies fail, offensives
furn into retreats, victories may change to disaster, Meat helps fight the battle
ont the home front, too. A4 poorly fed worker may delay delivery of a tank., One
less tank may mesn dozens of soldier's lives, may be the miesing tank which could
have turned the tide of a battle, We have the meat. Not as much as we'd like, but
enough to care for all necessary demands, In 1943 there should be 17 billion pounds
for civilians as against 16.3 billion pounds average 1935-39 consumption — at
leagt there should be, if the black market is stamped out. =

Recently the Quartermaster Corp has had difficulty in buying meat for the armed
forces, because Black liarket operators had control of supplies. If this situation
is not checked we could have another Battan, with United Nations fighters again
faced with "too little and too late"., It is estimated, by & departmeat of the
government, that Black Market operators handles about 20% of the nations' meat on
March 1, 1943, This same government agency states that, on a recent date, 90% of
all beef in the Cleveland area was moving through Black Market channels., As &
result of these Dlack Market operations, legitimste meat packers were unable to
supnly honest civilian buyers with meat, or to pack anywhere near the amount need-
ed for the Army and Unlted Natious.

When the Black Market moves in, prices spirall On the military side, the same sit-
uation is reflected in Black Market operations as with all other scarce goods,

When prices go up civilians spend excessive sums of money thut should be invested
in War Bonds, and scarcities are created that seriously handicap buying of supplies
for military needs. The Black Market disorganizes marketing operations, creating

chaos,

Black Marketeaerg-—Saboteurs-——Vultures

Unfortunately, there are in this country unscrupulous individusls, who place pro-
fits sbove patriotism, their own financisl guin over the lives of our fightiug
youth, Since our fight for freedom began -- especially since the beginning of re-
etrictions on the use of goods badly needed in that fight, these men have set up
and aperated black markete. Their opersations nave eXpanded as our shortages have
grown; sometimes, indeed, their growing stocks have caunsed the shortages.

Extent of Black Market erations

These dealings have become & big business. The diversion, of animals from legal
slaughter channels, has been so huge &85 to cause wide variations between the munr
bers of animals received st terminal markets and the numbers which were estimated
ghould arrive-—variations to a degree never before lknown. In Jan. and Feb. slayghtar



of cattle under Pederal inspection totaled 9 ercent under a yesr sgo. It is obvi-
ously impossible to compute juet how wany animals have been diverted from lezal
marketing channels, t the lack of @eat for both soldiers and ecivilians srovides us
with all-too-clear o picture of the enoraity 6f the handiwork or black uariketeers.

How to Identify Flack Market Meat

One of the mozt difficult problems, we have zo far encountered, has been the inabll-
ity of the housawife to identify black marlcet mest when sghe sees it. U to now,
thet is, Under wnst laws, some mesat was allowed to move to retail outlets with no
identifying weridnss,. TFrice has been the only zuide, ond that has been none too
ceTinin an indication, High wrices could me n that the retailer wes natronizing
black miarlet supnliers or merely thet he had en abiormally high ceiling for his
store. The new controls aow inau-urated will help solve each of these difficulties-
will malze black aerlet ueabs casier to recoznize, by ceiling wrice, slanghter wer-
mit st=an and srede label,

TIE GOVERN.ET'S PROGRAN 70 STAIP OUT SLACK IARKETS IN LEAT
To correct these conditdiens, yoar QGovermment, through the Desartment of Arsriculture
and the Qffice of Fiice Administration, has lsunched a natlonsl meat-control o-
ZTEil.

The controls include;

1. Livestock slauzhter and dealer nermits--effective widnight, !larch 31, 1943.

{a) All who slauzhter livestock (for the sale of meat) must obuain a Pederal
parmit. All wojor wholesale cuts of weat sold by them imst be stesed with
the wermit mamber. The slau hter wermit and mest restriction orders 1init
sleuzater and sales (to civilians) to ceriein -erceatagzes of 1941 slau hter
and snles. They ap-ly so beel, weal, lemb, aatton, snd nork,

{b) All livestock dealers st obtein Govermaent Heérmits to buy or sell live-
stoclk.

2. A "get-aside order" which reguires that 211 meat ackers {operating under
Federal inspection) wmwst set aside, for war requiremeants, designated »ercentages
of their nroduction, .

3. TWholesale and retail nrice ceilings which provide the maximun that retailers
ond conswners can be charged. The wholesale wrice eceilings regquire that beef, veal,
laih, and wmatton be sraded according to the official USDA stendards and stauiped
with the officiel zZrades or their eguivalents which are specified bty the OFA.

&

4., Consmwuer cstioning of meats-=-the falr way to.assure esach civilisn his faeir share.

FPeruits for Slsushterers

Tader the new weruit Hlanm for slopghterers all persons, who slaushter animals for
the sole of awat, @ust obtedn weraits efors the slaughter occurs. All slaughterers
fmst leep coimletve recorud of sales and iarciaases for later Govermment review.

Petnits for Dealers

Under the dealer-peruit plan, anyone vho buys and sells seat animals and loeeans thesm
fo less than 30 days, is considered a desler; and is renuired to obtein a nerudid
from the Comaty Tax Zoard. He also is reauired te leen a coimlete recold of Niia
livestock purchases sad sales, including the date he bouzht . t oniasls, tasir
weipht, wrices he padd for them, to whow he sold them, and the nriee received. The
denler in livestocl zets no stasm of any kind., (8o far as the varmait olan is
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concearned, he can sell to auybody ne ciiooses =-- buv 4s must keep records,)

Dellar and Cents Ceiling Prices on Pork, Heef, Veal, Lamb, Mutton, Chicken

On ané after liay 17, 1943, according to & new QOPA reyulatiou, avery housewife will
knew at a glonee the maximm price, in dellars and ceuts per pound, that any weat
retailer cuan charge her for any cut of pork, beef, vesl, lumb, mutton, ziuu kinds of
chielen, Au official price list, waich every retailer is required to displey nro-
mizently, giveg the celling price ver pounc fouo cuts, suddivideo by grace wid other
varieties iuto sub-classifications., In addition, the price per pount miBt be post
es_on may ecuts in the showcuses. These lutter prices mayr be tiue officisl ceilings
or lower — but in o event higher. These jules, aldec Dy tie cooveration of put-
ristic citizens, will gracuslly put tiae sgueeze on the Dblack werket. Bluck narkets
ag a major enterprize will be stiwmed out. How rupicly depencvs on now well all of
Ue gognerate.

Aationing lewt to tie Coubuner

The rationing orogram is one of tae metnous uged to stup out vlack wurkets, If
every olle murchases ouly uis rutiow of meat &8 represeuted oy red stwaps, oluck
markets caanot exist, There 1s an ateguate supply of neat for eveivone's ration,
Aoy peat cousumed &bove Tais rovtiou is ectudelly sfealise Trom our armed forces and
our neignbors.

Sunnly and Uenant of lieat

Su=aly

Lonk at tiese figures: In 1942, U.5. furwers ruised wid marketed for
slauzhter about 80 milliou nogs (12 percent more tial iun 1941), soout 22 millioun
cattle and calves (au increase of ubout 9 percent over lust vear), ant 26 million
sheep and lumbs (un 17 nerceut over 1941). We procuced euocusi of she "red" me.t in
1942, after taking out all that wus vouout Tor owr armed forces and our allies, to
snmnly ench man, Womad, sud child in the United Stutes with wn average of 141 pownds
Althoush this was & little uiader the wmmount purchused by civiliuus iu 1941, it ex~
ceeded by 15 nounds per person the averdage couasumed in the 1935-39 period., Tae ex-
nected mmount for 1943 will be over 124 pounds — dresseu weight busis., This aver—
age incluies mest wrofduced and cousumec on farms, in pudlic euting pluces snd in-
stitutions, as well as 1n the howes. The production goul for meat this ryeur is
25.7 billion mounds, nearly % billion pounds «bove tue estimuted 1942 procuction of
22 billion nounds. It culls for « slaughter of 100 million head of aogs, 25 per-
cent more than in 19423 u totul outpuv of 19.9 villioun pounds of beel wic veal,
about 9 nerceut avove lust yenr, and 950 million pounce of dressed lamb «ud muttou,
& slignt decrease from the 1942 production.

Damund

Balalced sgainst the recomi-breakinug prouuction of lust year, wid the even
lurger sunplies expected this yewr, is an exwrewely Jewvy demauu for wewts, There
are requirements of our owi wilitwry forces. Lust yewr (1942) we sent 1-1/3 billien
nounds of mest (mostly pork) to our allies Fi atiug ou Worlu-wiue Ditilerields.
Althauslt thls wes & 1ot 0T meat, it ouly wuidet uy %o b perceut of our totwl suoply.
The bi,cest factor is the cemair for mewt ou the Lowe frout, It is estiumated vk,
vere civiliaone aole to ouy all vie mewd tuey wuut this yewr —-- b ceiling prices—-
they wvould take over 20 billion pounds -— OVer 3 billiow pounds more faau the ot
expected to be availsole Ior civiliang,

Exteat and Methods of Hlack 1i:-;rket_0perutiunu
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Extent

The encraity of black warkets in aect is reohicelly illustrated in lezal
apilzetings of livestock so far this ye:ir. The nwadber of livestocl: slauzhtered under
rm““rl ingwection, hes drovied zrestly from the ssome veriod in 1943, snd still fur-
ther Irou the slopshter expected after last jesrls record-breaiting owoduction. In
Jemunrzy o February, csttle slaushiter totnled 59 ercent under the soiie uontis last
ye- T Teis rearesents o decresse of aore then 165,000 head of csttle, equal to tore
tiien 20,000 wounis of dressed mests-—anderen further under slaushter ex-sected this
senr. Slaw ater of calves under Federal insnection during February ickel w to a
level slizhily aucve tae saue months least yeer. It ras still nearly 30 nercent under
the slsazbter ex ected. In Januery-=-az biz slenzhter wonth for hopg==sl:mhter under
Federal ing eciion was fer under both actusl slamghter of hogs in the sace month
lpst 7enr qod the expected slanshter this year. Only sheew end lamb alanzhber hea
reflected the imcrezsed mrodacticn in livestock last year

Onerations

Black .arketeers in ezt include several types: ithe saell-town rncieteer
who exceeds the mmber of ecattle or hous he can slavehter under quarn;‘ient regula=-
tiona; and aoves the meat fo dealers atid otasrs willing to oay above .arbet wrices;
the bis operstor wile sells mesis to buschera for wrices higher than those persdtted
by the ceilin; of the CFPA; unscruwulous wiocleaslers and retsilers who u_:-g,ra.ﬂ.e weebs
bought in the vlack apriet snd gouse the incressed cost out of consuners; other
dealers and Tormers, who unlmowin ly becone tools of the black asrlet aaergunr
because theyr do not know the Governaent reculstions.

Black linricets Taste Vital daterials

The Black leriet (in meat) results in the loss of such war necessitliss as surfciesl
gutures, Hldes for lzataer, insulin for civilian and military needs, <.v;-uﬂ,.lih, for
militory aad eivilian aospitals, fertilizers and hi'k orotein feed necessory for
fp.::".:ﬁ,ng, ead fete needed for the mamulacture of r:nmtmns. These tragic losses
aceur Decamse, in Slack (larkeis,.these oy-prodocts are thrown away. Ironically,
thege Lree sm':-uule Black [{arlet activities, not only denrive our netion of des erate-
1r nseded veterials, tut the mest tlms secured is anfit for homean conswantion, while
beins sold at excessive prices.

Whet llust ve Done to Stomp out the Bleck {arivets in lieat

Taey st be steyed out, as we would a zrass fire, which has gained slarming head-
way .

Here is whnt the fermer--a producer of livestocl--must do: z

1. Each time a inraer buys or sells emy livestock, he should keep accuvste
.a@cords of the deal. Even if he buys or sells ouly one head, even if he
ig bugdin: ok selling puresred anisvla to be wsed only es breeding stoci,
e should be sure to recodrd oach mulse.

2 Faraera sloaghtering livestock and =xelling et of the mest, should zo
rat to the Gﬂmtaf ‘T:.-.r Zoacd sad obtsin s slan hter weradt.

Here ig what the denler imat do:

Obtain a arnait to buy and sell live anlivls, and miaintain comnlete records
of sarvehsses and sales, If a dealer onerates 13 ¢ rursl ares, his Gfmﬂtu-" War
Booxrd will issue the perdt, BPBubechers, pacltsrs, anfl dealers in larger cities may
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obtrin tueir cewadts Trow locel USDA offices, in most ceses from the Federal ieet
inspeection snd nreding offices of the Food Disirivution Adainistration, f he is
en honest dapler, this rale ie ool news. He cen helwn Jrive nis dishonest coometl-
tor out of business. L ;

All Sleuznter nmst be licensed

Herels snother rule which will foree lowbresikers cut of business and still not
ham cer the operctions of legitimate slaughtere:s and packers. Ho one iy slaughier
any livestocl: for the ¢Aiviry of nest, unless he first cbtzins a permii for such
slaushter., The permit nwier of the slaughterer must be stammed on every wholesale
cut of seat sold:; snd 21l seles of ueat which do sot besr this stomp are illseisel.

Retzilers can't ex.lain away illesgl ment

Every wiece of 2t tnat comes into a retniler's store must vear the slaugater
perilt masber and a srade sinan, REis custopers Brve coins to be roupted to demsmd
to be shown those stamrss, rnd if he can't produce, his customers asy report him to
the lnow enforceusns officers. Frices, too, will becone wore snd wore of a herdeches
if e is ziven to cuar in. Bl _her thon eceilis . Standayd ceilinczs are now in effect.
e is required by law S0 igsue e complete racei b to & cunatoney on denand.,

The Consumuer holds the ey

There's a sinale solution to the whole prablam]l A consuser should oey mo wore
then ceilin: =rice. In omder to nrotect his heclth, here's a simle way for the
conswaer to aslte sure the 2e-t he buys wos neot illezally slansatered.  All wholeasle
cuts of acaf offeved for scle :msv show twe stris. One of fhem iz = vermit number
of the slemziterer, izsad oaly te lesitiuvate onsrators who conforn with ssnitary
regulstions., The other is the gyode steun. The slaughter permit atamp must »oear

cn ereh whnlessle cut of wsat, ~ad the vateleyr sliould be zlead to show it to consuiexs

upon recaest, I the outcaer can't roduce it, The consuaer should report hin to the
nerrest oifice of the Dewnrtment of Asriculture, Consumsr should aot buy meats from

Poricery cuts th .t ore not staised,




HOW MAY WE COMBAT AY KIUD OF A BLACKE MAMKZET?

Remember that no exchange of goods takes place unless buyer and seller get together
and agree on the terms. To consumers, this means that Black larkets exist only
bLecause of the connivance of the Blackmsrketeer and his customer. The Black liarket
woulé never exist, to threaten the very life of our civilian economy, or endanger
the military task of the United Nations, if everyone scrupulously avoided black
market transactions.

Four Precauntions would wipe out Black Market operations:

1. ¥ever patronize any but legitimate dewlers working through regular
trade channels,

€. DBuy your reguirement through use of your ration stamps.

3. When buying articles that require a goverument brand or stamp (such as
- meat) ask now and then to see the mark on the wholesale cut.

4, Never, under any circumstances, pay more than the celling price,

The minor Zlack liarkets could be stamped out, if consumers would acquaint themselwes
with, and observe, the provisione of the rationing and price control program.

Death penalty in Furope

In an attempt to eradicate Black llsrkets in Europe, the death penslty has been
imposed on violators.

In this country

With excees of purchasing power in the hands of most of the people, the Black
Market, if it becomes general, would assume monstrous proportione, because every-
one can participate in such transactions., There may also be a tendency in this
country to wink at Black liarket opersations, because of our experience with pro-
hibition — which some thought it clever to evade, It Decomes increusingly nec-
essary, therefora, to enlist publiec understanding and sympathy with the drive
against the Black ilarket,

SUGGESTIONS TO CONSUMER IIMTEMESTS COMEIITTZES

The most effective method, to combat the Black liarket, is to convince consumers
that their self-interest, and the interests of the nation, are jeopardized by
Black Harket onmerations., It is the responsibility and duty of members of Consumer
Interest Committess to acquaint consumers with the provisions of price control and
rationing, and to point out ways this program is vioclated. Membeis of the commit-
tee should be acguainted with the ways and methoos of the various Black larket
operations, Adequate government information is availaole, which if properly dis—
tributed, will help accomplish this purpose.

The fight to eradicate Black Market transactions shoult be a major activity of
commitiees right now, and so long a8 rationing continues. ZLvery possible means can
be employed to bring information to every person in every county.
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Posters——attractive, simple anc clear in ststement. Schools can be enlisted
to prepare these. Such activities will educate children and carry the
word home. Only one idea should sppear on & poster.

Dramatizations of single idea or a combination of several,

Hews stories——periodically spaced, and explaining one npoint st & time.

Radig talks--a series
Tallkks—-to study and service clubs

Block leaders should be trained,

Hepresentatives from sll study clubs can be trainec to spread the word
to their club members

S0URCES OF INFORMATION

U. S. Information Center--1400 Pennsylvanis Avenue, N.Y.
Washington, D,C.
UWL Shows 3lack Harket Onerations = OWI - 1539
Menace of Inflation Surveyed = OWI - 1456
Battle Statione for All - OWI - 1502
OPA Meat Prosecutious Reach 783 - OPA — 2037
Black Market Penalties Sharp - OPA - 1924

O0ffice of Price Jddministration - Washington, D.C.
The campaign against Zlack llarkets in leat—-Booklet 7
U. 5. Government campaign to promote the production, sharing and
proper use of food.

Office of Civilian Defense~-Washington, D.C.
"Eill the Black Market in Meat

Miscellaneous Sources
"Black Market" Time 40:94=5 D21t42
"American Black Market" Saturdsy Ivening Post 215:22 - J2Rtl2
"Ration Hacketeers" Amer. Mag. 134132-3 & aug. 'L2
"How the Consumer is Robbed" ¥ew Republie, 1080 246-U&, Feb. 22143
Journal of Home Economics — pp. 292-3, uay 1943,

National Consumer-Retailer Council--8 West 40th St., New York City 18 Mew York
This council has prepared two leaflets on this subject, with the help
of consumer leaders,

Prepared by Hanford Olson--Education Depuartment, Central Cooperative Wholesale,-—
at the request of the State Advisory Committee on Consumer Interests--June 1943,

Mr, Olson ig8 & member of tnis committee.

Hote: The information on Black Markets in ileat was taken from EBocklet Ho. T,

1.5, Government Campaign to Promote Production, Sharing, snd Proper Use of Food,'
Pages 1-3% and B-9 checked by Ethel larsden-—Information Officer QPA--Milvaulkee, Wis.




