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QUR BOHEMIAR POPULATION'

BY J. 7. FLACH,

Tha chief causes for Bohemian emigration to this couniry
ara common to all other industrial countries of Europs. Polit-
ieal oppression, militariam, low wages, overerovrted labor mar-
Jots, the prospest of improving their ineteris) conditiom, snd
tha Jove of liberty—aueh are tha cansrs which bring fereipn set-
tlers to this eountry,  Bubewian emipgration did not begin as
early na i otler eonutries, althoungh o number of Bohemian
and Moravinn fanglics migrated to the American colonies after
tle defeat of Whits Mountain in 1620 ; history mentions them
gy fighting for American independence. After that the Hohe-
-mian emigration was very limited, and hardly peticenbls until
it was revived in 1848 ; bub todar there are in the United States
over balf & million of Bohemians, over 50,000 of whorr made
their homwes in this etate.

‘The Bohemians de not eome here with the intention of amass-
ing riclwes and thew returning to the old covntry ; they come hera
to atwy. Wlen thoy coma te Americs they are not different
frem the inunigrants of other countries.  They briog with them
the customs and babits of their netive Jend; they remember
with sadness amd pride their old wmes; Dot none the less do
they love and cherish their new hones, and are always ready
amd willing to offer their lives and ppods whenaver this soun-
iry i3 in need of them, Many & Bohemian fell fighting under
the etinrs and atripes during our late War of Becession: many a
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Liohewian mothor wateled v vain for the refurn of Ler son who
went to help liberate an oppressed pecple.

In this state we find the Bohemisns engaged in nearly all
tho useful avoeations,  They are good tillers of the suil, of
which miuny beantiful farms all over the state lLenr witness
We find them in the factories, shope, and stores, and there arc
Bohemian physicians, ]s,wyers,. drogeista, teachers, ete.  Many
largge Bohemian settlements way be found, eapectally in the
sounties of Manitowoe, ewaunes, Ceonto, La Crosse, Adams,
and Marathon.

In theiv sovial life the Bohemians of this state are in no
way Deliind other nstionglitics. Ther have banevelent, ve-
ligioue, dramatie, mnsica], educational, turner, and other socie-
ties. They cwn their hmlls, churches, and schocls, In Milweu-
kea alons theve are at least fifieen Bohemian sonieties; they own
a beautiful hall on the corner of Wine and Twelfth atreets, and
Lwo shurches.

Tha Bohemians are sesiduovs veaders of newspapers and
booka; comsaquently, whevever there is n Bohemian settlmment
there 1s & Bohemien newspaper. Thera are published in the
United States twelve Rohemian dailies and at least twenty
weekly papers. In Wisoonsin, Bolemian weekly papers are
publizhed at Havine, Hewannee, La Crosse, and in Milwaukes
two, the Demacnost aud the Boviesi—the former, a family pe-
per, having & large circulation all over the United States. 1t
may further be truthinlly said. that the Pohemiane, a2 acon az
they land on our shores, try their beat i0 familiarize themselves
with tha lungusge ang institntions of this eountry; and it was
ta aid them in this proiseworthy cffort that newepapaers were
published in their native torgme.

In politicpl affairs, the Bohemiana of this state have been
taught that one of the essential qualifications of good citizen-
Bhip iz Teverent submission to Jaw. Consequently thelr polit-
ieal history will show that they are not inclined to abundon 1n-
dividnal duty aml responsibility, or to prostitube the privileges
aud opportunities afforded by a free and generons popnlar gov-
arnmenst to tho behest of sorrupt selfishness and disloyalty to
publia trust.  They take great pride in their etlizenship, and
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fufly appreviate our pemerous laws that vest tean with the
tfieedy Tight to vote.

Anide from an exceedingly personal mterest which the Bohe-
wiang alwnys tako In every eleetinm, thelr duties to their homes
and families have overshadowed auy temptation te Lecome Jee
litical leaders ov eonspienems poblic characters. Thus far in
thiz gtate they lwve proven thenselves eontent with gradnal
fimaneial sneeess ps lalorers, farmers, vwechanies, aml Inisiness
., They follow adiniraldy the wise saving thet “an wnwise
thirst for public employment iz the worst of soeisl maladies.
Of eourse, if sither of the twe great political partiss Tecopmizes
them widh an sppointive office, they tnke greet pride in the face;
or, when one of tham is electad to an offee, he always, so fur
88 I know, triea to perforte its duties honestly, T am astill
looking for a Behemian-American whe, whether appointed or
eleeted t0 an office, proved himself false vr dishonest, Tt may
i giid of the Bohemions thak, just as Hollewders are and al-
wiyd were nnswerving Hepoblicans, so the Bobetoisns were al-
wuys loyal Deinoevats; but in recent veam muny of them are
changing their politieal viswa and are joining the vanks of the
Republicans. Let seorn or wit exhaust their sneers and jibes,
cne fact must be admitted and cannet be truthfully denied of
Bohemians—that as “Mursumps” they have slways exerted
themeelves for something higher snd nobler then mere official
patronage, end they cannet he wecused of offieebegging.  This
alone pives them a right to pespeet, and in it een be disearned
n prineijdle of political action, which sheuld be an inapiring and
elovating foren in a government like our own.

Ameng the fow men who have held positions of polities] prom-
inence, and hove beent move or less influenrial in shaping the
prlitica] ehoiee of the Bohwtiane in Americs, was the lansentsd
(harles Jonas of Racine, who, serving tais conufry as consul
1o Germany, came to an vntinely death.  With deep affection
for and trust in his own penple, ko mads i bis lifework to try
i0 hotter their condition. e was recognized a9 the Bohernian
authority of this ecouniry.  His close applisation to literature
ond jowrnalism, and his own ambiticns efforts, undermined his
liealtl.  Ha wag editor of the Slavie, eand anthor of various nese-
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fub bowks ; anng these were transiutions of Americon laws and
the comdtitution, apd English-Bohemian and Boleniian-English
dictinnuries—Dbonks which may be found in almost every Tohe-
mian home.

In couelasion, T will ouly add that the Bobemians do net pro-
tend to be better than any other of the many nationalities that
eatablialy their homes in this atatc; tmt I da claim that they
try their beat to be good Ameriean citizens, and they oniy ask
from their Ameriean fellow-vitizens charitable indulgenca for
their inperfections sud deficiencies. In a decade or two thers
will no louger e Gernmns, Bohen:taus, irigh, Hollanders, Poles,
or other foreign elemeuts, buk one great, invincible, and liberty-
loving Amor{ean uation. The many nstionalities that now oo
eupy the Tnited States will only live in Listory.  And the Bohe-
mnians, like others, try to bequeath to their children and deseend-
ants au honegt and untarnished name, so that in after yeamr they -
need not he ashamed of their Bohemtan angestors ; but may with
pride own thet they are Americans of Bohemisn descent.



