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POLANDERS IN WISCONSIN®

Y JJCHIN WL S, TOATNCIEW TeE,

The prineipal reasons for Tolisll imndgration to the Taited
Statea have been the mrossly inadesuafe swages paid in Envope;
ihe inalility to procure farming lands; 1lie nnjust restraint and
cppresgion of Poland by the tires powers, Russia, Ausiria, and
Grarmany—those nations baving so reatricted and limited the
righta and privileges of the DPoles that, in some instancea, it
beeame impossible for them to remain longer in their mafive
cowntry ; religions oppression ai home; and the peonomic advan-
tages possessed in America by the orfinary working classes.
To thess mey be sdded the strinpent military requirements of
respeetive governments, under which every Pole was obliged to
serve 1o the army from three to five years.  During the France-
Proesian wiax in 1879, there was amdng the northern Polish prov-
inces in Emrops n widespread desire for migration to Ameries ;
and many of tha Peles came to this conniry, the coat of transpor-
tation being advanced to them in nof a fow omses, At the pres-
ent time there are two million Polish-Americans in the United
States, of which number sisty per ¢ant were born in Europe,
The eity of Chicagoe has 150,000 inhabitants of Polish parentagc,
gnd it has & larger population of Polish-Americapna thsn has
awy other eity in onr country.  There ere three hundred Polizh
chrtrehes in the Tuited Stafes—forty-five in Wisconsin ; fifty-two
Folish newspapers ip the United Stetes—Afive 1n Wisconsing; a
Polish seminavy, in the city of Detroit; a Polish college,
in Chicago; a Polish liigh school, in Milwaukee; a Polish Cath-
olie Union, with 12,000 menvbers; the Polizh Netional Alliance,

* Addregz delivarad before the Wignemein atate hiztorleal convention
at Milwaukee, Octaber 11, 1092,
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with 20,000 memdiera, and eeveral other aimilar cwmreanizations
with 500 1o 3,000 wenbers each; a Polish singing assoeiation;
a T'olish gymnastic alliance; and many other ovgamizations.

The frst Polish settlers in Wiscensin arrived ebout forky-five
years ago; prominenl anrong thess ploneers wert Anthoy
Kochanek, Josaph J. Bovchards, Augnsé Rodzinski, Martin
Krueger, and Ludwig Ileller.  About the year 1872, the T'olish
solunies i Milwankes besame eonapicwens, and dwring the last
lew years their populetion lma prown very rapidly—to the pros-
ent unmber of ffty-thousand. Seattered through the state
of Wiseonain there are itnportant Polish settlements, especially
at Marinette, Stevens Point, Borlin, Menagha, Manitowoe, Bea-
ver Dlam, La Croess, and Independence.  Severa] other Polish
enlonies are now being formed, s the Poles are foud of farm-
ing, and prefer country to city life.  About one-fifth of tle -
wlalion in Stevens Point, und wt least half of that of Portage
county, aie Polandets,  The Polish inlmbitants of Wisconsin
now unmber shont 200,000,

It is & metura] instinet witl; the Poles to live in an econoinieal
manier; bat, at the same time, they fully enjoy the plesaures
of life, a3 well as othera. Tt has boeon asswwed that virtuslly
#1] tre Polish people are ordinary poor laborere.  This is & wnis-
taken and untrue notion ; if any ode will take fhe fime to invea-
ﬂm o will be convineed thet such statements ure erroncuia.
The majoriby of tha Poles have properties of their own; amd
among g ave s Jess tlian & hundred persoms in Wiseomsin
wle are considersd to Le worth from %25,000 to ¥100,000.
The binnes of Poles are nest aud well fnrnished, aud they live
vory confortalbls. Theve gre several Polish building and Ioan
asaoctabions in Wiseonsing the larpest of theso are the Skarb
Folaki Mutmal, nod flee Polish Satiooo].  The foruer iz ve
girded as oo of the strongest in the atate; 1 conduats Tnsiness
on 4 lavge seale, and makes oo Inilding loaus than any sthee
asgociation in the oily of Milwankes. A= & peneral 1ule, the
Poles are induetricns, sebey, intelligent, and petrictic people.
Fow forvignerd i this conutry pessesses move national charactor-
inlies them da the Teles, for ey ciing cloaely to the precedonts
of soetoby andl evstom long cstablished fn Polaml.  On Snndnys
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and Lelidays their neat and tasteful apparel is eonspienons, aud
their preference {s for garments clean, sbnple, and nesf, rather
than expensive or showy.

The military spirit of the Pules was early dispiayed in our
state, and rendered them promidnent in military effmirs. In
the year 1B%Y & Polish company, the Koscinezke Guard, wua
organized in Milwavkee; and in the same year it became & cow-
pany in fhe Wisronsin Natiens]l Guard.  Tta officers were:
Captain, Franeis J. Bovcltawdt; firak liemienant, Jacoh Nowad )
aeennd liewkenant, Martin Schmbert.  Ihuring tle saptainey of
Borehardt, the Guand was in ita prime, sud displaved fine tech-
ni¢ in drill and military diseipline. The adjutant-gencrsl of
Wiseensin, in reporting to Governor Bimith in 1570, sald of this
company: “It makes an exceedingly fine appeavanee; 19 well
drilled and disiplined ; and under their able cunvmusnder eun
zafely be clansed 42 ome of the beat companies in tha state.” Capt.
Borctiardt took wn active intsreet in the nrirkenancs of military
interest among the Foles. In 1886 ke originated the scheme
uf building a large and substantial mmeory fer the gnard ; it was
wioeesafil u vear loter amd the building ereeted,—on First ave-
ane, between Lapham and Mitehell streets,—and namsd the
Hoseinazke apuory. It is the Iarpest armorv in the stabe
Lis interior is artletieslly decorated witll varioms well-selected
aublets of Old Poland and of Amerien.  Imoring the conflict
Letween the Twited Statea and Sppain, flie Kosvinsrke Guord,
then emnmanded by Capt. Thaddeus Wild, wis tne of the com-
panies that volumtsered for the war. This company was sta-
tioned at Jacksouville, Florida, during the war, awalting orders
to mnarch to the front.  Beveral Polish yonths have gone to the
Philippine lslands, and have been sctually engaged in bloody
batties there.

In ragard to the congregations and achools in Milwankee, it
tay be anld that there were several groupe or enlonies of Poland-
a1z who early came #0 the Cream City.  Oue colius settled on
the Faef alile in the fivst, eightornth, anad il steenil wanls. Tlida
gronp cracted a Poliph elmrell o flie eorner of Frouklin and
Tirady sfeeeta.  The other eolony settled dewn on the Sounth
sida, in the oleventh, fowlfth, and Fouvtecwth wanmla, T]m{gr
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proafed a shurch on the sorner of Grove and Mitehell atreats,
known as Bt Stanielans chureh. In the vear 1368 some of
the ploneors had organized the firet Polish Cathelic shureh in
our state  Thers were then only thirty Polish families in Mil-
waukee: they purehased s suwll ehurel from the St. Stephen’s
Lutheran eongregation on the torner of Grove and Mineral
streets,  Asneng the beantitnl and eoatly churehes (now seven, in
nmubery sinee vreeted Ty tha Polea of Alilsankes, the mapnifi-
eent Bt, Josephat’s, on the covner of Lincoln and Firat avenues,
is pre-ainent. It cost $250,000, and is the largest Polish Cath-
olin ohwrch ever erecied in any city of the United Stages. Un-
nanal featnves of this edifice are the arfistic interior decoration
and beantifal statnars,

Connected with all the Polish churches are comnpodious achonl
Imildings, with pood teachera and instructora.  The St Jose
phat's sehiool nas the largest number of ebidldron, averaging 1,000
popila.  The Polish high school—eonneeted with 8t Josephat's
churcl, aod Ykmown g3 Si Jesephat’s normal school—was
builf in the year 189¢. Shorthaud, type-writing, hook-keeping,
and general husiness conrses ste tanght, amd ite work has beeu
very snecessful.  Of late, a large pereentage of Polish children
are sont to the public schools,- immediately after confirmation;
and many would. attend the public schools only, if aceommoda-
tions therein would allow., The mmjority of the Poles speak tha
(lerman language with case——indeed, they amm often taken for
Goerorana ; and the vounger nembiers nf Polish fanilies ava thor-
mighly familiar with fhe English langnage. Tlha Polanders
degerve crodit for loving thelr native Jangnage—aa 2 rule, owre
than ather vatiounlities, forr they speak it af all times, snd in
all placen.  The Polish lamgwage is vne of the most refined, and
the Polish literatnre the wsl intewsting, in the world, Tre
avinpathiy and feeling can not be cxpressed in English, as it is
suseefibile nf being exprossed Ju the Polivh langvege. Az a
rule, when thae attewyrs i uade to tranatate Polish poetry and
other literaturs into Eogliah, # is jnumediatelv stripped of its
eviepathatia quality, and eecnus rlinost mesningleas.

The Kuryer Publishing Clompany is the Jeading Polish pub-
lishing firm in the United Stpies. T¢ is the proprietor of the
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Kuwrynr Polali, the oldest Polich daily newspaper, which has
a large civeulation. 3lichasl Iruezka, the president of the
company, has individually pnblished this paper for the Inst fil-
tecn yeard, and he has been premiwment in polities; in 1882, he
. wna elected to the stnte senate.

The Faoles have hecomne known everywhere for thair political
ambition and their Influence in loesl politics. The majeority
of the Poles ave Demcerata; but of late years they have changed,
and now they include Republivans as well an Dencerats. Many
Toles have held or now 2old positions of trast and eonfidenes.

The Poles rever {urget their patriots, and always praisa their
deeds in fighting for the liberty of their beloved native land.
In Milwankee, theve i3 oo the South side a public park, wlich
uae been named in honer of the Folish here Thaddeus Kosci-
uszko. In the epring of 1901, a corporation was organized by
the Poles of Milwavkee, vnder the name of the “Koscinazko
Monvment Association,” for the purpose of arecting 2 monvmant
in honor to Koseinszko, Active mesasures have been taken for
thie purpose of raising the necessary funds ; thvs far over #5,000
worth of stock Las been astually snlweribed for; and it is ex-
pected that in the near future there will be $35,000 subscribed
for, aod prid inte the treasury of s asaoeiation for the maonu-
went, It is Loped that in less than two yvess the oscinsgke
munument will be eroeted and dedlicates] in Koescinsko park,
in tho midet of vne of the Jargest Polish seitlements in tne
TTnited Btates.



