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Portage County Poles

Polish People of Portage
County

By Albert Hart Sanlord, M. A

The present year marks the fiffieil snniversary of the ar-
rival of the first Polich family ip Portage Comnty. ‘Within
the half-esntney their nmnbers have inereased nntil the immi-
grants with their deoscondeuts ave new more thon ten thous-
and strong, eonstitnking approximately cne-thivd of the county’s
total poprlatiine. Two-thirds of the Poles in Portage County
ara farmers, varping In material condition from extreme pov
erty to gfluenee.  Om the whole they constitnte a prosperons
and substantiol elunent of the population. The smne may be
apid of fhe remaining onethird of their mumber, who dwell
in Stevens Point,

The present study includes: first, an inveetipation into the
esr]y history and-Jater development of this foreign group;
amnd, second, a deseripfion of conditione among them, and ench
comments upon Polizh eharactsviaties sa rolate to the soaial
ind econsrnie problems iovolved in their propress towards
cormplete Americanization.

The first Poles who came to Portage County were Michael
von Koelegkowski® smd his family, consimting of hiz wife and

1 The name was Ehug writien at firet, but latar the won woe dropped.
Cemeertifng the ending &%f, which oceurs w0 freguently, Pral Leo
Welner of Harvard Taiversity writey z= follows: “Aki I an adlsctive
endlug (eba b5 feminine’} denoting derlvative from, origio, ste., and
in 2 common frmlly ending 1o aill Blavie languages” In many cased
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nine children; they were followed a year later by the thres
femilies of Adwm Klegmit (ov Kleinshenidt), Jahn Zynde
and Joseph Platta. No diment from the opinien that thess
were the earliest immigprants has been ¢neountered, spd no
recordz have Leen found to contradiet it.  As to the dates of
their arrivals, tradition, even among those who then came as
children with their pavents, i3 at variance. The facts ave,
however, sofficiently settled by papers on file in the office
of the clerk of the cirenit court at Stevens Point, where the
declaration of intention to beenme & eitizen, made Ly Eozes
kowaki, atates that be arived in 1857. The papers of the
others named give the data of their eoming as 1838; and
corroborating this evidence are the baptiamal records of the
Zamda fawily with the same year therenpon, furnished by
the parish priest npon their departurs for America, and still
in their possession. The following yenr saw the arrivael in
Portege County of Christisn Dezworkowsaly, Franz Wojak, Caw
truir Luokesszewitz, Joseph Jazdzewski, Green, and ——
Wernchowski,  Peter rowopeski came either thin rear or the
wrar hefore from Winooa, 3inoeects.

The pioneer of this early gronp of Immigrants, Kosics-
Eoweli, had been the vwmer of & amall farm in the region of
Dantrie, West Prossia.  He rexlized that the econcmis future
of his nine childien was davk; and having read of Aimneriea,
sold ks farm aud sterted for the New World without lmow-
ing his destingtion. Avrived in Chicago, ha heard of chesp
lauds to be had an the vpper Wisconain River. In Milwan-
kee? ho learned more, for there was gt that time a movement

this sufy i added to the ooma of & town, as Modlinski, Grodzizd=sXxE,
and Suwglsll Ip a llst of heads of Familiew belonging to the Paolleh
shirgh §n Stewens Point (19011, ahant forty per semt had ghe of thoae
twe endlngs.

iMuch uneertainty existy a# to the beglonines of Pollsh esttiement 1o
Milwaukes It is the gpinlon of Joho W, 8. Tomldewlcs, author of “The
Polanders in Wigeansin®™ Jn Wid. Hist. 8o¢. Proccedings, 1901, that
there were 00 Poles in Wisconsin befora 1867, F. H. Miler, {n Fark-
may Cluk Popers, x, L1806, asaeris that “Shere had heep a4 very graduozl
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amarg the Gorinaws te taee up lands v Marather County.
Proceeding in this direetion, THozieskoweki arrived et Stevens
Point In Beptomber, 1#5%, with bnt fifty dollars in money.
He left his family in Stevens Point while Le went to Wansaw
o Tools at Jand, which prove] wsatisfactory beeanse too Leavily
womled." Relurning, he spent the winter (185%-58) in
Stevens Poiut sud in the fellowing simmmer worked for fmrm-
ers 0 fow 1ailes cast of the citv. In the juean time he had
writton to Liends o uae, and e thres famailies of Tlesndt,
Platta, sud Zvado had foumd their war to Portege Comtty and
wera enploTod tu tle smne neizhborbood.  Theas fivet Poliah
gettlers, and others who spon followed, vndured great hard-
ghipe. Sinee theve was little dewand for labor oz the farms,
the ey wern paid bat dfty eonds & day for eradling, and
twenty-five cente o day or digzing potatoes, or they were pald
im kind, at the rate of one bushel of potatoes per day. The
wife of ono of these frst-comers worked for a losf of bread a
diaw: st a sixteen-vesr-old giel hired oot for fitteen dollars
anl board for o vear. In snch esses the compansetion fer
labor scems to have heen the same 2s that to which they had
been geenstomed in the Old World, Under these cireurn-
stances oy the bavre neressitios of Uife eanld be scemmred. Often
theiv Twend contaived uore of midillings than of flour:* end
was more often made of rye than of wheat. Potators were
mck weed and, in gecordsnes with a Emropean custem, gen-

fomlgratico alnce 18567 the Arst Polee coming te Milwaules #hout
that reir. No dainee or records are cited. The latter fuTther states,
“it waa tem yeare (1EGE] before thers wos o church, spd at that time
there were ooly abouit thirty famillae " ERer. Wenoeslans Fruseks,
Hiritrye Polshe w dmervee (Milwankea, 1906-07), wil, p. 126, statelt
tha¢ there were Poler 1o Milwankee gk eutly 28 1844, but that the
firet parmanent settlers came thera In 1540,

S Dearriining  conditions in Marathon County af thie thme, Kata Ev-
avest Lavl snve:  “It peglc ten yeara to Dreslc 40 aeres of Jand, mo
harvest cogld e roaisad for the firgt three or four Fears, and wafll
158 wages ware puly ffiy cente g day."—Wis, Higt Joifs, xiv, p. 280,

100e man wovked a wesk In order to ewn a sack of middlings for
lrend.
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erally onterod into the somposition of their brend. A soup
of milic and potatoes was often the sole comstituent of & mesl.

The first lande secured by these astilors mmd other Poles
who follewed were pre-emyded. Later, purchases were made
of Biate lands at $1.00 and $1.25 an sere, and of lands from
the Fox and Wisconsin River Improvement Comipany st prices
ranging from $50¢ to $100 for forty seres® After the ensot-
ment of the homeatead law (ISﬂﬁ)’,’ advantage was faken of
ite provisions. The locatlen of the fivat Polish farmers, agmer
ten miles mortheast of Stevens Point, sezns to have been de-
termined by the fact that & GGemnan settler, Joseph Ovsterls,
chicfly engaged i hunting and tapping, indveed Eogies-
koweki to seenre land in his neighborhood. Hiz locetion be-
came the cenire of what wus probably the earliest Polish ag-
rienltural commumity in Wiseonain, and one of the ssyliest in
the Thaited States. This cormuunity is Jmown as Polonia, and
its growth wes influenced by conditionms of anil, tapography,
smd foreas which will be diseussed later. '

The majority of the sarly Polish immigrants to Portage
County became fomners. Others settled in Stevens Point;
avwong  thenm, Jazdzewsli (1850), Huklingki (1860), Paol
Emkaszewitz (18061}, Polsbietski (1862), and JTeopald Xit-
towski {1804}, The last mentioned started from Kreis
Kenitz witls his father and two brothers, Joseph and Thomes,
i» comnpany with the families of Johr Jlavor and Michaet
Mozneh.  This group lsuded at Quebee where they remained
for abont two years, evcept Tenpold Hittowski, who came
direet to Stevens Point. They then maved io Detroit, whers
it is said there were then two or three Polish familien® Their
next stopping place was Berliu, Wis., where twenty or thirty

1 WEE, Aist Dolls., L po. 409-416; Proceegings, 139%, p. 136

& Henry M. Utley, Michigan 27 6 Provinee, Territory, ond State (New
York, 1206), s 2uthavity for the matement that the fArat Polea came
to Michizen In 1856, when some five ov alx familien arrived in Detreit
Te 1857 the firat farmipg community wog eelabllabhed ot Poarlevilie,
Huron County.
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families of their nationulity weve settled.” Teopold Eittow-
ki was a tailor by trade, earning in Germany from one to
threz dollavs u weck and his board, In Ameriea his wages
aversged two dollars e day.

Father Krnazka is anthority for the statement that the first
Poles came to Portage County upon the invitation of Rew.
Jobn Polak, & Homan Cathelic priest, who was himeelf a
Polander.®  This statement eanmot, however, be verified. On

* tho eonirary, the records of B Stephen's parish in Stevens
Point make if certain that Father Polak’s pastovate in that
city hegan it 1830 snd onded in 1862 1is was the only
Fomen Catholie church in Stevens Poimi ut that time. Omne
farnily, that of Matthew Reeinski, is known to have hesn in-
duced to make I'ortage County their destination by Father
Polak, whowt they met o Milwaukee; and the fact that a
prigst who could apesl Polish was stetioned theze marp, io-
deed, have fndneed others to come” The grent majovity of
the early Polish imunigrants, hewever, were influeneed by the

v Befors the arrival of the rallrond In Stevens Poink (15871}, one of
the meet frequented Tootes Irem tlie Bast ran through Porlin. Polish
familits an thelr way to Porlage Cpunty often xfoppad thers, Boma to
sarn auough Lo po farther, otherg to rameip pormansatly. Ingqoirisz
made by Mise Wanda Luzemski, 3 pup!! in the Eerlln High 2chosl,
make it certain that Poles sattled {n and about Berlln as early sa=
1561; tradftion makes the date as early as I35E in the capes of Two
families, Bzubyosk] and Oscwsic] by name.

s Hirtorys Peleka w Amerges, vil, pyu. 21-23, where fhe data of the
firet Folish settlament in thiz region 1s given sz 1866 “What called
them to thls reglon? * * * Was it chanse, or was 1t that their
fetas drove them here? The Providencs of God lsd them with the
help of s priest—the notoral lasder of tha people, by God’s will
Thig priest was John Felalr * #» * Ha wag placed by Frovidenca
a¢ z Blgn no=t for che first Pollsh plopeers of Wisconsin * * % Tha
nawe that a Polish priest was in this reglon became a magoet for the
Palish people, thirety foT ministration '

t(On the other hand it is asserted by persone Who were acqgualnted
with Father Polak that ha aid paot 1lke the locatlom at Folonla, hut
ihet ke hed in mlod plans for & Polish colony mear tha Wanpaca
lalise, iz death Interforsd with the development of (hess plana.
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secounts of friends and relatives fromi whom they learned of
choap lands and better conditions than the W World of
forded. In many instanees the immigrants were assisted by
thote whe preeeded them, Al of thess early-comers ssem to
bave bean subjeats of IPrussie.  They came from” the prow
inces of West and Easl Prusis aud FPosen, In West Prussa,
Dantgie, arihaus, Berent, and Konitz were eentres from
whose neighborhood they emigrared.

The preat mujerity of the Poles arriving in Portage County
Lafore 1870 had been farmers nnd Johorere in the rnother
sountry, In uwmerouvs instances the imen wern foremen am
estates; they had had comfortabla fucomes and their lahor had
not been a8 avduoue ag the tilling of thedr lands in this epuntry
proved. Eut they were ambitionz and looked fmnwand to bet-
ter things. Others in the Ol¢ World had owned small farms,
and ar the same time were fathers of lurge families. It was
inevitahla that the preater number of their sons must besome
comnon laborers.  Farn hands were paid fron fwenty-fve
dollars 4n thirty dollars o year gud hoard. Commen labor
brought Zromn two to tew silver groschen (five to twentyfive
cents)y per day.®  The lot of the Polish tenant on a large es-
tate in Prussia wae hard. He bad a small trase npon which
he counld roise his own prodner; he must give snme deys’ ser-
Tica eaeh year to the landlord § sud e was poid, partly in kind,
for ather labgr. Under these eonditions it was hopossible to
save enotgh to purchase lund or to euable the ehildren to ries
te & hetter station.™  Among the emrly imnigrania were nom-

ih Kot gm g typion] lostence, Fraolk Fujiws, whe in Frydsls wes &
f2rm Ialprer receiviog twelve dollars & year in gddition to his board
and clothes. Comiog to Amerlca in 1363, o the Wiesonsln pinery
kle wapes were thirty-five dollare o month and beard.

it Michael! Landowehl, a tenant, waz Purnlshed a houae, hay for on#®
cow, and peat for his fre. He was pald the equivalent of Aty copils
a day for lakor berasd what ha wis bound to glve. He had asoumu-
lated prepecty ta the gmount of fwg cows and s few pige When he
reallzed that it was a hopeless: lifs, and reme to Americs alome. Tn
a Te®W yeard hae senk for his femity. Ha and bis oldest hoy Worked
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erous nutianes, but practiestly no tradesmen or professional
men.

Tlhe vuly other reason for emigration assigned by the group
of Polish emigrants now under conalderation, besides their de-
aire for seonomie betterment, wae the desive to eecape ATINY ser-
vice, Some of them had seen rervice in the Aunstro-Prissian
War nnd others anticipated a drafi for the Franco-Prussian
War,

The wajority of those who came to Portsge County befora
1570 seert o bave come here direeily from the old eouniry;
many came in exiling wessels by way of Quebec, the voyage
aonsuwmning three juenths or more. Bowe tarried in Cangde
while the War of Secession was in progress. These, and others
whe are gpid to have veturned to Camads safter fivst coming
to Portage Counnty, feared the draft for military serviee.

While the wates of farm handa were very low m Porfoge
Ooungy daring the decade IS560-70, better wages wera pald
in the woods, an the river, and in fhe sew milla  Here, from
fifteen dollars to twenty dollers, or even move, 3 month eould
he earmed. Thess eppovinnities were ewbrased by large mum-
bers of the Poles, many of whom earned enovgh within o few
yedra to buy oue or more fortics of land,  Offen such labor was
the winter employinent of the Polish faruer, and in ofher
chses the barl work of cleaving the land was left to the wife
and children, while the Ivxsband csrned wagee in seme kind
of Inmbering opsration.

Tinth fn its Legionings and o its later developrient in this

oo rallroad construcifen anmmars, clefred the Fartn, and oot logs in
tha winters, The wife and ather childrem rafsed the erops.

Michae]l Jallneli was a esichman on en estade o Proeela. e wad
forniched a bouse and feed for ane cow. His pay insluded elxtsen
hushels of rye, t@o bushelz each, of page and barley three cobic metars
of wond, and twentwsiy (later thirky} thalers sach year. He woeritad
aizteen yvears and saved nothing He wond bave been wmakle o3
ineet the arpanaa of partially guppetiing Lls soms whils 1n the armys
if they wera ta lsasn trades he would bave Badg io apprentles them
far three Fears and make 3 moLey DAFIOERE
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eountry or in Europe, the Polish immigratinn was without or-
genizgtion or divection. Families eame singly or io groups.
Some started without any merTe especial destination tham
“America.” The greater number, however, came to frienda and
relativen in Fortage County.

Tha growth of the farming community now known as Po-
lonia wes fasfer fhan that of the Polish colony in Btevena
Point. The former was located in the vieinity of a group of
Roman Catholic families, of German, Trish, and French de-
seent, for whom o parigh was crested im 1855, wnd later a
church was buils

This was located at a eross roads now known as Poland Cor-
ners, where Ellis peet-offics stood until superseded by the rursl
delivery system. Father Polak vigited =nd served this parish
during his pastorate in SBtevens Point (1880-62). In 1868,
when the number of Polish femilies in that vicinity bad in-
ereased, to twenty or thirty s separate Polish church way huilt.
The first Polish prieat was Rev. Donawentura Buczynaki
During the pastorate of Rev. J. Dabrowsld [1870-82)° an
neident oecurred that tested the witelity of this parish. The
worthy priest Was & man of convictions upon the subject of
internperance. Across the road from his chureh st Poland
Corners stood saveral galoons, whose propristors refused to close
their doors on Sunday during the hours for service. Tha un-
geemnly carovsing that prevailed st such times lad the priest
to hava the ehnreh building removed to 4 height of land shout
one mile farther eest. A faction of the comgregation, fod by
the stloon-keepers, ¢eppoeed thiz Temoval and temporarily sece-
ded from the chureh. They erected & new building at Poland
Comers and employed in succession two priests, whom they die-
vovered later had been excommmunisated. The outcome was
the defeat of this faction and the condemmation by tha bigkop

11 e later weot o Detroit where he fornded tha Pollieh Eemen
Oatholle Seminary. ‘Whils at Polonia he #st op the type for a chyreh
culander (Gee farsimile of titia pase, posf, . 282) which was printed
at The Steveon Polot Jowrnal prese.  Bob one fopue of this calendsar was
made and only one copy i mow kmown o axinet,
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Polish Church at Polonia, Portage County

This i8 the largest church In Wisconsin, north of Milwaukee. Courtesy
of the Btevens Point Gazelie
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of their chvrch, which iz ptill standing wrused. At present
very few Polish families are adherents of the Roman Oatholie
church at the Corners, the greater number of that sonpregation
heing Crermens

The settlement of Polonia is stil]l the largest Polish som-
munity in Portage County onteide of Stevens Point. The
pirish now numbers three hundred and twenty familios who waor-
abip in a new brick chureh eosting $¥0,000 snd cepebls of
seating two thousamd persema. That this church is situated
in the midet of & prosperons farming commmunity is evidenced
by the appearance of the conpregetion that gathers there on
Hundaps. Practically all who come any distance ride in top
buggies and drive fine teame. Near the church are a paro-
chial schoo! aceommodating two hundred children, anmd an
orphanage wheres live forty-six boya.

Reon after 1870 the hegiunings of two other commumities
wers Ipade; one of those wae aboul six miles pouth of
Polonia where ths eavliest saitlars, the Knhisiak, Weracheski,
Sherfiniski, Dzwonlowski, and Mekowski families came from
the older Folish settlement im 1871. When, in 1584, there
were thirty-five or forty families in this repion, & parish was
ereated, now kmown s Fancher, The Fancher parish econtains
at this time two hundred families, having increased by ome
hundrad snd thirty-five in the last eight years, under the ef-
fictent work of the present pastor, Father Kubiszewsld A
church representing, with its fuprniimre, an investment of
$42,000 and = parsonage costing $7,000 have been erected
Tha people hers are very prospevous, generally cwning their
farme frez from debt; while many have money ef inberest,
and liva in substantial brick houses.

The other cormmunity 18 north of Btevens Point in the town
of Huo]l. The earlieet seftlers bare, Petmiok, fera, Rufte,
Brill and Berafinski, do not seemn ta have had any connection
with Polonia '

uPetrick’'s son aSperts that Ids father same to Buiala In 187,
which was as far weet &5 his monsy would take kim; that there ware
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At thia place, the parish of Casimir was set off in 1871, a
Polish priest being stationed there in 1578. This has pow
one hundred and sisty families. The land in this region being
practically all ocoupied, no mew families bave been added
within the last three years.

Frouvze 1
Foriage County, ahowing locatlen of Pelish population in 1376

By 1876, the Polish community in Stevens Point had in-
credsed to fifty families living for the smost part in the fonrth
ward of the eity, and a church was then erected costing H80D.

then ro Puoles it Boffalo; and that he Isker found work (n Selamanca
and Duokirk, M. ¥ While he was in tha latfer town, Theodors Rutte
{now chelrman of the town of Hull, Purtaze Couniy} heerd from
him and came there. According to this account, such wae the beglo-
ning ¢f Frlleh setflement In these coitfen. Corregpondenos condootad
b¥ the writar hea falled to reveal furtber facts {n fta history.
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Boon afterwards a §3,000 chureh wes completed, and o 1887 a
parvochial eahool eatablished, The parish rell of the Polish chnroh
aontaing the nemes of five hundred familics, among whom
soula four hundred and ity families ave active supporiers of the
chvreh and send tbree hundred and fifty pupils to the parish
school,  Dwring the last ten years, whils the Rev. Peacinpki
has been pastor, the numher of his eongregation has inerensed
by one hundred familes, due to the movement o the ety
from farms, avd not te new arrivals from the old ecuntry.
The Poles whe settled westof Stevens Point, across the Wis-
eonsin Hiver, betwean 1870 and 1880, were constituted in 1833
a3 the parish of Mill Clresk, which now has ong hundred fam-
ities. Many Poles worked in the wills in thie reglon, aund =8
the timher disappeared the owners indueed them fo buy cut
over Jends, North of the Mill Cheek settlament, Junetion
City becane the centre of sngther parish ereated in 1881, thet
now imehades 110 families, 03 of whom ave Poles. It ia in
$his regiem that the largest nwnber of Bussian Poies are fonnd,
but they are a amall proportion of the entire community,
From the sbove aseount it may be judged ther immigration
of the Poles to Portage County in the Jdseada 1870 to 1880,
and immediataly thereafter, wae inere rapid thap in the pre-
ceding decada. Tt iz a matter of comemon knowledge that Bis-
merek’s Polish policy of 187175 cansed an arodus of Poles
from Pruesiz.  Beldiers retmming home from ths Freneo-
Prossian way foond taxes heavier thon evar; they were indig-
nant end flocked in great numbers to Ameriea. While the
founding of the parizhes in Portage Crounty would seem 4o he
the reflectivn of this movement, yet the writer has mot fow
Poles whe epeak of veligiona or political cppression af canses
for migration. This may be maconnted for by the fact that
the larger number of them belong to the pessant clase and wers
ganerally unedueated. They would feet the harsh Prumian
policy [ess keenly than the nrban Peles; snd, agem, the lattor
wonld ba much more apt fo settle in citizs, It may be, how-
ever, that some of those with whom the writer has conversed
aomeealed their religions or politieal reasima for migraling;
[ 2697
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either heeanse it was diffienlt to express their ideas upon these
subjects in FEnglish, or because they hesitated doing ao, mot
Imoswing what mlgh‘t he the ooneequenesa.

The migration in this peried prooseded withent ﬂrgmmrl
effort of any lind. The writer hds found traces of a plan
for establishing a Folish state in the West, but the ides was
vague and probably hed litide influense. No effort wes nee-
agary 0 induce the Polea to regragate; but economiral forses
determined that there shoyld be many widely-seatiored poinis
of sepregation,

Bearch in the reports of the State Board of Immigration re
veala no evidence thet any effort was put forth under their aus
pices to induce Pelish immigration. The Wissomasin Central
Railway, whoae line transverses Portage County, has never dis-
tributed printed matier redating to Polish pettlers. Mr. E
K. Keonan of Milwaukee, who was agent for this rond in
Furope hetween 1880 snd 1885, mede no effort to induce
Polieh immigranta to eome to America™

My, Fannap writes: “At o9 Hmoe hive T, a3 far a8 I 4m awerd,
indueed any Polish emiprants to ¢ome to this conniry. The reasan
wag, that T do Dot understand the Polink langoage. In Jane of 1880,
I want to Rurope on hehalf of the Wisconsin Central Hailroad for the
murpode of indocing desirable German emd Seandinevinp emlereate
tn amigrate to Morthern Wisesnafe. [ spand sbont three menths
travelllpz !u Euroepe, laterviewing American ropsnls and ateemehipr
apgents, and Anding what hod heen sttempied heratofore so 28 ta pio-
ceed intellipentdy, T thén opened an offce in Copenhhgen, S8 fe 1o
cotubine my afforts to proonre tha Seandinavisps and the GRrmans
fa tha best advantage. At the sama time I had an ofien in Basle,
Bwitzerland. I soom found that thar was the mera favorable moint
from which to operate. The German laws, as Fou ATe perhafd awara,
do Tt permit any efforts to be made to loduce Immizration, The
office in Bgale was mantainsd for Ave years, and I adveriieed st one
time in two thoosand newspapers. I recelved snd answered ehimt
{wenty thoogamd letievs, mestly In Germsn, and gant auf mawy hon-
dred thoosand cirstlars, the groater pavt being printad in Goarmaen.
A8 g remilt of this zpitation, thare wers, ae nearly as we can estl-
mate, abaut 8000 people whe camie from Enrope and getiled along the
Hue of the Wisconsin Ceptral Reflroad. T hed s lstter from Governer
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The National Polish Alliance haz devoted its efforts ohiefly
to foustering the Polish nationsl spirit end to meintaiming loy-
#liy to the church, It seeme 1o have made no effort to encone-
age iramigration or to eave for the immigrants,

By the year 1884, farme bad heen talken upp some distancs
northwest of Polonis. As thers were sizty familiss in that
region, a new parish was ereatad in the town of Alban, whers
thers are now one hundred and seventy-five famdlies and a psr-
ochiel school with sixty children in attendance. Comparatively
few of these families arz the desrendsnts of the old Polich set-
tiers; the great majority came from the old esuntry and from
large eifies. Herg ss elsewhere, the larger number are Ger-
man Poles.

Bouth of the Wisconsin Hiver, after it furns sherply weat-
ward near the village of Plover, is a level streich of sandy aoil.
Hers Poles begun to settle sboat 1880, Some cams from the
old settlemert at Polomia, whers all but the most hilly and
steny farms had been taken up. TIn the Tegien near Plover
there wera origineily foreata of jack pine, which, before the ad-
vent of the Wisconsin Central Railway (1871), had beem nged
in the maling of chareoal. When the timber had heen taken
the owners allowed the land to hecome delingeent, and the
ecunty board voted fo sell it &t tem dollars a forty. This was
an opportunity which was at onee seized by the young Polish
farmers. In seme instanees American farmers had tried {o
make a living on thesa poor lands and hed failad; some farms
had setuaily been abandomed, but the Poles made ihis thin
eoil yield a surplun.  The parich of Plover, ereated in 1894,
has now ninetysix familics, of whom all are Poles except three

Bmith, rtzting thet 1 wasx suthorized to reprasent the Siste and to
glre Information a2a 1o 18 resourcex and advonteges, which latier as-
#iated me greptly. The result of my obseryation was thst the most
parsuesive arguntent tg indees jmmleratfons, is a lstter frown & per-
mon who I8 here and 17 pleased with the Verhaltnisee' in thia Stats”
My, Hemnen's sietement 13 of interent o stndents of Carmnan immigre-
tion, aod derved to emphasize, by gontrast, the lock of atmller induss
ments for Foligh immlpration.
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German omes. A parochial school is now heing bmilt, but the
pettlemont is not reowing, oaly four or five funilies having
bean added in a8 any years.

Tn 3807 = new parish, Torun, was ereated directly nerth of
Stevens Point. It now hes ninegysiz families, with o pare
clial scheo] aitended Ty sixty-nine children.

It i3 notiveabie that among the Poles who came to Portage
Connty between 1870 and 1895, the proportion of thoss who
came diveet from the old eduntey gvew emaller; the majority
had spent from one to ten years in the lamge cities, earning
money with which to buy farms, In the early seventies rail-
rood construefion was a frequemt means of employment; lum-
bering operatioms and the steal mills of Milwankee and Chi-
ango were also witilized, while vaskilled day labor was resorted to
by many. The nnnber of families now moving inte the par-
ishes juentioned is small. The reesnt disturbances in Rasain
have had practically no effeet npon the Partage County som-
raomities.

Within the past fifteen years an interesting Polish commn-
vity hos grown vp in the southern part of the county (town of
Belmant], extending ammes the line inte Wanshera. The lo-
cation of this settlement was determined by o fow Polish fam-
iles thet rarne here about 1890 from Rerlin. Mr. J. J, Hef-
fron, & resl catate dealer in Stevens Point, acting throngh the
Polish agent in Chicago, has scld land in this region to some
ona hnndred and twenby-five Polish families In many osger
Mr. Heffron has personally attended to the eveciion of their
homses, and by giving libera] terms of purchase hae aegisted the
nawly eatabliabed farmera to make a beginning. Tha apent in
Chicego snmetimes advertises for enstomers; bt toany are in-
dmeed to eome by their friends and relatives. The greatest
number of these setilevs have hought wild Tand, but a few hawve
purchased farme that were nlready worked. The Jargest

16 Thiz agemt 18 pow gotiling Polm: on lands nesr Emowlton, Riar-
athen Conoly, and 2 Aimdlar eateroriez s belng carcled on hy & Polikh
rezlentits derlar in Adame Coumty.
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nwmnber come from Chiesgo, having lived thers from one to
ten pears; siuce tiieir inmigration from the (Nd Warld, any
tiing from five to twenty years sgo. A few heve come from
the conl fields of Pennsylrania. A parish was created here in
1886 and a new chureh to cost $10,000 i3 now being srected.

WﬂlﬁTIﬂI
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Fioore 2
Poriage Conatyr, showing lecatiom of Polisk populatfon 1n 1894

Census statistics of the Poles in Povtage Coundy are mot
very satisfactory. In tha cemens of 1850 the Poles zre not
mentioned among the foreign elements in Wisconzin, The fol-
lowing stetistios of foreignbern Poles ave available:
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Taur Portzgs Coonty Wihaednaio | Umtad Btates
B L 417 7,298
BT i | F 1,20 14, 433
- P P 863 I 4355‘?
1ea). ..., brmranns e ; 2,070 . 17, B8c id.ﬂ
1900, ... e 2,730 a1, i

The Wisconsin state census of 1875 does nof distinguish
nationalities ; that of 1888 contains an estimate of 300 Poland-
ers iz Portage County—a nomber evidently too small In
1865 the nativity of 1005 is given ma Polish, and in that of
1905 the nomber fa 2841

Ay statistics concerning the eountries in which Poles ware
born most be more or less imaceurate, since the obliteration of
Poland from the nwp of Europs lezds to confuslon in the
minds of conevs-takers. Ovly the eensns of 1004 and that of
1905 undertaks to distingnish among Poles born in (ermany,
Russia, end Avstria. The resnlts for Portags County a2re as

follows:
Faar ‘ Gertnany Ruossia \ Austria Tnlknpwn Total
: I -
1600, . ‘ g, &8 8 i L 1 ‘ 2,760
TS, . 4,463 1eg a2 2,941

Thers is dovbtless inacearacy in the figures of the State cen-
kus, the numbere for Russia and Austria being too latge. The
towns of Alben, Baimont, snd Dewey are credited with zo

Polss born in Gerrany—a grosa error.
Mo statistics haves beon eompiled showing the number of per-

18 In thle year, every gtate and terrltory 1o the Tnfon, except
Daketa Territory, 18 credited with some Poles The following siates
and cltfen had the lurgest numbers: New Torlk, 2806 (Maw Tork
clty, 1686); Taram, T8&; Calfovnin, 7i0; Wistonsin, 417; Ltesourl,
$30 (Rt Louls, 184); Ilnofs, 341 {Chicago, 100); Ohio, 326 {cmcm
nati, 1997,
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sons of Polish descent in Portage County but an estimate may
ba made. From the censns of 1940 we learn that the total for-
elgn barn of all natipnalitics in Portage County waz 7,304,
‘while tha nativa born of foreign pavents was 14,241, or approxi-
mately twiee the former number. If thi= proportion holds
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trne of the Poles, then the total number of hativetorn-ehitdran
of Polish fisdetd was 5,250, Applying this method of caleu-
lation to the fignres of 1904, we have §,882. But this takes no
secount of the children of uative born Poles; nox dees it allow
for the birth rate among Poles being lngher than that of any
other metionality in Portags County. Probably 10,000 per-
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gons of Polish descent 18 a low catimate for this county.’™ The
number of Polish families residing in the goumty, reported by
the priests of the ten pariches, ia 1800. Multiplying this fig-
ure by six, he probable average size of Polish famdilies, we
get a3 a yveenlh 10.800. As ibe foisl population of I'ortage
Comnty was 30,861 iy 1903, the Poles eonstituts fully ome-
third of that wuwher.

The acecuipanying charts (eee figuros 1, 2, and 3} show the
regicna of Portage County that have been ooeupied by
Polish farmera at the dates indicated.’®  In the shaded portions
thip rationality predominates to a marked degrea; while o max-
tara of other naticnalities is found on the edges of the regions
sheded. The sheding does not indicate that &1l of the Jand is
zetually under eultivation; moeh is held by nem-resident vwn-
ete, soma of these being Jumber companies and cthers speeuln-
tora. There are alse marsh and swemp nross,

The intarmixtare of the Poles with farmers of other nationnal-
ties i3 so slight, that the former are virtaally grovped into four
digtinet settlememta. The largest oecupies the mnaortheastern
part of the counfy and includes the parvishes of Casiwir,
Tornn, Polomia, Albar, and Fancher. The next in sizs is
weat of the Wiseimsin River and includea the Junction Jity and
Al Creek parishes. Both of these groupe berder wpon the
Iinowlton settlement {u the southarn part of Marathon Cowmty.

1t Kruaska's «atlmate of 16,000 to 20,000 g pauch too Iarge.

18 The socompanying sharéy were conetrostad fram comaty mapd of
1878 and E50E, abd the plathook of 1896, all of whith show ithe
nawed of raal-egtate pwnerd 1o the towhe. The peculinr forme of iha
Polieh pames compt{inied the sale basls of jndement aa io natlonality
In moul cages. This methed may be someiimes ab fault when Car-
man god Pelleh pames are apt to be contusad, The abeenes of ather
Hlavonie peoples renders mnether posalble source of confuglon prae-
tieally mmimportant. The orlglnsl maps and plat-book do mop sbhow
the awnership of the land with complate acturacy, eince they are
ade from the fax roila in tha hands of town officeTs, which ds zmat
Elve changer In owmership an they should. Hewever, conslderlog
thega sonries of errar, the mups zerve well anough the porpoas,
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The Plover parish is an isolated gronp, ag is also that of Haff-
rom ou the sonthern barder nf the cownty.

The forees ot worl iv deterzmrining the divectipn and extent
of growth of these communitics may be discorsred by a com-

FeTeE 4
Porteze County soil mAp. Dotted oren repressnis cloy [oRm; GI0dHe8,
Amherpt sandy losar; shett, Lroken horizontal Hees, Bancroft gravelly

sendy loam; Jeme Lroken hovizontsl 1Enes, ewampe; Mﬁvﬂ brolken
Iinesg, Mamthﬂﬁ_lm: Renks, Wigconelty Hivar sand - .

parison of these maps with that showing sofl areas of Fort-
sge Comuty (see fignre 4)."* TFrean soch p comparisen we
find that Polish anttlement haa spread over three distinet soil
aTCEs

1w From map of Portage Conuty in Sanne]l Waldman, “Prallminarcy
Rapart on the Salls pnd Agrleulturat Ceoditious of Neorth Gentral Wis-
oonein,” Wisecpsin Watural History and Geelogieal Burvey Bullelin,

HNo. 11. [ 277 ]
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First, the original colony &t Folomia had its seat npon the
Amberst sendy loam and it is upon this soil that the greatest
number of Poles bave made their farms. This is the ares of
the terminal moraine, & region of “low stesp hills and ridges,™
in many places gnite steny, The eavlieat farmers of Portage
County, whe were a mixture of Americans, Germens, and rish,
with & few French, songht the soil aren, that of the Baneroft
gravally sandy loam, bordering this on the west. This i3 for
the most part & level prairie, free from afones and easy of eunltl-
vation. The lands of the moraine region ave less inviting and
more diffisult to work, snd were therefore cheaper. The Poles,
poor in goeds, hut with unltireited eepacity for hard work, have
talen wp these leas stirvactive lands It is inferesting to note
the aouthern projecting peninsula of Polish settlsment in the
centre of the connty, correaponding te the isclated mioraine
ridge rumning nerth and south between broader belts of the
Bancroft loam. The tarmination of the Polish area on the
east msy be acconnted for in two ways Haya the Repori of
the Natursl History and Genlogical Survey, “Steop ridges and
bills are less common along the east barder of Portage Coundy.”
Here the land is more gently rolling and more easily cuiti-
vated, and in consequence it was leld at o higher price. In
the second place, this region wes aireads seanpied by o Nov-
wagian sommunity before Polish settlemnent had extended so far
sastward. ™

It ia an importunt fact in the ecomomieal development of
Portage County that the Amherst loam, which ihe Poles have
ocenpled, 18 a better goil than the Baneroft loam. The Poles
ar slready buying farms in the more leval regions, paying for
them prices which the Ameviean farmers cannet afford to refuse.
Thronghout ite greatest extent the tarmingl moraine is wooded
with a dense prowth of serub nak. Tn the extreme northarn

* Norwaegiang began to tele up povernment land near Scandinavia,
Wanpacy Cowoty, 1n 1850 and 1351. Tide land had been ceded by a
tremty with the Todipns in 1848, Scme of ¥he Norweglops cama firom
Dodge Commty and otherg from the mother cownkry, They settled
waklward fn Porteges Oounty bebwesg 1860 gnd I87F0.
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part of the oounty is found a etill heavier growth of hardwoods
and pine. Here the Poles hought cheap cut-over lands. Be-
causs of the distamee from towns and railroads, and the poor
wagon roads leading thereto, the Poles of this region are isc-
lated sud hackwerd.

The serond soil area oecupied by the Poles is that of the Wis-
evpsin Eiver sand. This ia the poorest seil in the eounty, con-
teiming bot small amounis of clay end loam. Here land wea
gheap. North of Sievens Point on the eaat side of the Wis-
consin River, the land bore some timber of size, hut south of
the city in the towm of Plover wae the region of jack pine.
Mention has already been made of the ease with which ths .
Poles acquired thiv laud and the way in which they heve made
good farms therefrous.

The third soil arep in which the Poles have mede their
farms is that of the Alarathon laam. This hed originally “a
denze growth of hardweods and hemlock, with scattering large
white pine,” The scil iz “gua of the most fertile soils of the
state;” but the land was cheap besnuse it wae held by lnmber
enmpanies who hal already stripped of the timber, end =zl
booause the heavy wtnmpsape rendered ia elparing a8 most dif-
fioult task. Fere again the Polish farmer showad his capacity
Tor patient tofl.

We muy eonclude, therefors, that soil, topography, and forest
areas have together influenced the direction of tha Polish set-
flement, wnd that thiz has tended to the vepions of cheapest
land, These lands were cheapest in two instances hesanas of
the initisl diffimilty of onMivation, though ther are in reality
Buperior In quality.

The Folish farmer poseesses the gualities necessary to emtsr
upon the caliivation of difficult lands. We hava slready noted
hip persistent induetry and capacity for drudgery. Counpled
with this, he possesses grest thrift and is willing when neces-
sary to endure an extremely low stendard of living, It is s
common sgying that the Polish farmer lives upon the produeta
thet ha ¢annet sell in the marfet—sn nnjost generslization,
though the statement may be true in many instances, when this
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becomes nscessury ln order to zeeure a mergin of profic
Amcng the prosperons Peligh farmers, however, the standard
of eomfort is similar to that snjoyed hy other natiomalities.
There ia another fact which enables thess farmers to thrive un-
der adverse conditiona; the hard lgbor is shared by &ll mem-
bery of tha family who are old encogl to be of sny assistance.
While the farm iz being cleared and paid for, the wife works
by the side of the hushsnd, in the field, apd <hildren are kept
frem school in order that they may essist in this labor.

Al aupthorities agres that the Poligh farmer hay cpened to
cultivation areas that would not have been touched by other
netionalities ; and that he thrires and adrances from poverty to
prosperity upon lands where American fanmers would starre.®
It i nof snrprising that he can bay oot his neighbors of other
nntionalities. This process has heen tder way for some time.
The Norwegian settlement in the northeastern town of
Portage County {Alban) at one time extended Into the tows-
ship.of Bhavon immediately west thercof; bob the Poles have
bought out these Norwegian farmers and are still pushing: enst-
ward, The bigh birth-rate smong the Poles snd the desire of
the majority of the Felish young men to own land, renders
egrigin the eontinuance of this prosess.™ Moreover, the Foles
display good buginess foresight In purchasing farma, very fre
quently giving & movigags whick they almost wniformly redeers,

We have hers an interesting imstanee of a stock possesaing
lower stamdards and greater industrisl efficiency displecing
other stocks who are nnwilling to pay the pries necessary to ob-
tain equal resulis There is undoubtedly a tendemey on the
part of the Polos to adopt higher stendards, but this fact does

21 Profapgor K. A. Moora of the Stata TUnlrarsity wriisz concerning
Poliah Iarmery v Hewaypee Oouniy: “They hawg converied n wilder
tess of Iand, fhat T theught ai one time wWould asver amonnt to Any-
thing, Infs aoma of the fnest ferms in tha uuun-r.:,r.“ ’

* {na Pallah farmer atated €0 the writar hig estlmats that thegs
tainflied have on the averags four boys sach, and that two of the four
remabo fapmers. It 18 fraggontly predicfed that, agriculforslly. Port-
wEgm County is destined to become Follzh.

[980]



Portage County Poles

ot a8 yeb sesmn to rendel thewn less alde lo supersede their
neighbory,

Angther atrong inficence basides the purcly ccomomic one
works in the same direction. This is social in nature. The
eoncentration of Polish farmera in paris of Portsge County in
evideuge of a elannisk spirit, which is more mearked in this than
in other nationalities. The Polish ward of Stevens Point gives
evidence of the same spirit. This i3 alzo seen In the fact that
infermarrisge hetween Poles and other uationelities is quite
uncomman.®  ‘The ssparatencss of the Polish people iz Hle
wise marked ig thelr failure to mingie secially with people of
ather nativnalities. They show little desire for this kind of
intercourse. The feeling of their nen-Polish neiphbors alao
acte ¢ & barrisr o the fres and natoral wmingling of thege
alpssea tpon am ofual soein] basis, This fact stende in strong
‘eontrast te the freeldom with which the Gerrman, Irish, Norwe-
gian, and Buglish intevminglo and inlzematry. When asked
why this diffeenee axists, the noo-Polish farmer snewers, “The
Poles are different from the rest of us” or, “They are an in-
feriur class nf people;” or, again, “We have nothing against the
Poles, bnt we da not like them,” While there secmas to be Li-
tle reinctance to conduct business with the Poles, there exists
little social syinpathy on cither aide.  As a vesult of these con-
ditions, non-Palish farmers save more willing ta sell ont to the
Poles whan they beeome numereus in their neighhorhood.
Farmers, likewige, who lave ne Polish uveighbors within ser-
eral miles, look forward to the time when they expect to zell
ont. and vetire to the cities, or go Weal.

Beoause of this elaunish spirit, glso, the provess of Amerl-
samization amomy the Poles is slow. The national feeling is
strong and it is fosteved by thetr church. The Poles ave noted

23 Therg ware jssned by the meunty clerk, from Fovewnber I, 1808, ta
Movembar 1, 1907, two hotdred tmarrage lieenmses, of thegs, ninety-fiva
wors lexmed to partles both of whom wera Pellgh. In gight oaneg the
man only and io six cases the woman anly was Polish. In meran
Inptanees the women was under elghtesn voars of gee, and in two ¢is28
the men was under twenty-one pedry gid.

[ 281}



Wisconsin Historical S{}Ciﬂt}'

for their faithful sdberenee to the Roman Caibolie churoh,
snd the history of their spread in Portage County indicates the
remarksble activity of the church in caring for their needs.
Tha church doss not emsonrage the socisl intermingling of

KALENDARI

Polski katoheki
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g C1n Wialeareis w Sindh Tiidwnowarde Frivagsr lul-um
Mabindirs 2exdankynl X-Fiwhmughags.

Roadnesd facplmBa of tiile-pags of & ehoreh calandar, tha type 1or which
wag 4ot by Father Dabrowsk! at Folonla, o IBTE;
Bea ande, . 246

Poles with non-Poles, and it discouruges iheir intermarriage,
Adharence to the use of the Polish langusge is another evi
dence of racisl conservatizm, and this aleo is encouraged by the
church. The parochial schools constitute a fores working in
the game direction. In the country parishes but a amall por-
tion of the time in sehool hours is given io studies involving
the use of the English languege; bnt in the parochial schoel
[282)
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in Sterens FPeint, English iz amployed to a grast axtent.® In
the city the Polish lenpuage is going ont of nse mneh Ffaster
then in ‘he country. It is a common statement that the lan-
guage it being corrnpted, snd that ne cne, not even the priests,
can speak pure Polish, A recemt arrival from Warsaw, who
i & university graduste, malkes this statement smphatically.
In some of the remiote country parishes, howarer, ehildren are
growing np withont the ability to speak the English langunage,
It ie & eommom oecnrrence to have adults born in this country,
whe are testifying in court, asl for en Inmterpteter. Om the
other band, tlerc are mumbera of Polish children in Stevens
Point who cennct ppeak Polish; sometimes the laiier ave
achamsd fo be kmown aa Poles snong their playmatea in the
public sehools, and 80 purposely avoid learning the Ianguege of
their forefathers.®

An American tendency which iz frowned upon by zome of
the IPolish priests is that of eltering surmarmes to make them
mere casy of provvmeiation.® (enerally, the owner of an
Americanize] name continnes to be kuown by his original sur-
narme among his fellow countrymen.

In 1882, Mr. 8. Huiter esteblished in Stevens Polnf, a
waekly newspaper the Holnik. This haa had an important edu-
eatite tnfluence anl hos tended to preservs the distinct national
traits of the Poles. This paper las now & tofal cirenlation

iIn the parcchlal aebool af Polonie. Follsh is wead |n tepching the
following sebjects: #eography, history of Polang, reading, oatachism,
arlithmetle, compeition, writing, end drewing, English 15 uesd In
reafing, wrlting, and geopTaphy clespes. Tn fha ity the covree of
ftudy Is the sarpe ga that In the public achools.

% 4p German children 3fsli%te befng called “Datehman,” s0 Polisk
children are tormented hy the use of the word “Polack” or “Polander.”
Thaws latter word hae come to bhave o pecullar aecemt, "Po'-land’-er,™
which sarrizs with it inmainuation of disrespsst, fmblving Accda] ipfer-
lority. The word 1=, however, In good usagy; bot one avolds amplay-
ing 1t fu pollte converanticn with fntelligant Poles.

9 Inptsmeeg of this prs, Ciesiolio —Hanky and Sohleszoryi = Bum:
mary. Oftenm the endi{ng s%{ 18 dropred, or tha arizinal name is other
w®ize abhreviated.
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of 5,000; in Portags County alone its eireulation is 1,800,
while it has many subseribers in other parts of Wisconsin, in
Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Mickigan. The (Gezetée, an Eng-
ligh Demgeratic paper, hag thres hundred TColish nawes on its
mubseriptisn ligt.

The Poles of this county do net, on the whele, take as much
interest In education ss is taken by other nationalities. Ewven
muaking ellowanee for their support of parochial schaols, the
attendsnce of Polish children in the public schools iz deficient.
Enongh has elrcady heen said to indicata that thers iz a real
child-labor problem on the farms of the Polish people of Port-
age County, with all that implies om tho intellectual side.
However, canditions are improving smong the more prosperons
fermers of the new gemeration. In the aity many Polish chil-
dren are et 4o wark at sm early age in factories, In higher
education, hlewise, there it but little interest.™ The number
of Polish students in the Stevens Pomt high school is smadl;

- the yumber in the State Normal School iz s8ll smaller. Dur-
ing the past four pears, no Polish child hes pons =a far as the
eeventh or eighth grade in the graded scheol at Flover. Polish
children are se bright ac those of other mationalitiss in thair
studies. There are ordinayily from three to eix Polish girls
who ava district school teachers in the county, In some of
the couniry schools pupily eamnot spesk Englizh, and it is with
the greatest diffenlty that en FEnglish-apeaking teacher secom-
plishes anything. A4 teacher who nen speak Polish teaches
these childrem more English than ene who eannet.

Aa might be expectad, the Polish farmer i3 not in close touch
with recent progressive agrieultural methods. The few of this
nativnality who attend farmers’ institutes are the younger men,
but this feet is suggestive of future improvement. The

2t Thera was established at Stevens Poimt, In 1804, an academy for
glrle who intend to becomas sigters In the Catholic Church. Tha
caurass hera are intended to fit them to becoma teechars in Cathollo
natitotions. A pumber of Polieh glrle heve siianded the prammar
grades of the MNormal BSchool 1o nrepatation for their work 4o the
academy, The latter ipstitutlen now hae fifty pupils.
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question arises, do the Poles have lower moral standards than
other nationalities? They have everywhere a repntation for
petty thievery. In the lower courts they are charged muost
frequently with this offense and with sssanlt and betgery.
Drrunkenness is usnally the condition under which the lstter of-
fenss is comnitterd. In the justice ecurts of Stevens Point,
and the municipal court of Portege Connty, fully onehalf of
the criminal canes involve Poles. In the sirouit comrt, during
the six years 1002 to 1907, inclusive, sixtysoven criminal cases
wore tried againet the Poles, sixivuine against nen-Poles.
These fignrea indicate & greater number of emminel charges
againet the Polss than their proportion of the popnlation would
warrant; but allowanes muat be made for the fect that the poor
and tha illiterate, who evervwhere furnish the largest number
of miminals, are espeeinlly mnmerons ameng the Poles. Cn
the othar hand, ameng the non-Pelish defendants in the oireuit
eourt were several persons whe were non-residenis of the
comnty. It is the opinien of many observera that the fivat gen-
eratinn of Pnolez horn in this emmtry fornish a much larger,
proportion of offenders than the original immigrants, The
greatest enemy of the Poles 1a etrong drink. It invelves encr-
mons economic twaste. Among the younger peneration, this
fault iz decidedly more sommon than among their fathers.

To politics the Poles of this county are nniformly Demo-
arats. By some thiz is ettributed to their church allegismes,
by others to imitetion, the early settlers having ndopied that
party. Tn recent presidential clastions, however, many FPoles
hava voted the Republiean ficket, some of them doing s
aecretly. Good times accounts for thir change. XEfforts to
hold the Poles to their Democratic allegisnce includa the sireu-
Tation of the stories that the Republicans are opposed o their
church schools and that they would prohibit the use of the
Pclich language in ali schools. In past years, the Polish voter
has been corrupted with great ease, snd in many cases he has
invited gorruption. With stricter lawe and more seffled eon-
diticns, this evil has become less common. The influence of
the Polish priest In politica wes formerly considersble, espee-
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dally in the country distriets, and tracer of it are still found.
In the city, howsver, such influenee has disappeared.

The town of Sharon, in which the original Polish geitlement
waa located, wasz orgenired in 1880. Im 1887 the first Pole
was elected to 8 town offics. Sinee thaet date, Poles have hod
representatives on the list of town officers vontinuonsly; oot
hywever, iz propertion to their numbera. The same s true of
other towna containing a eontingent of this naticnality. Polish
officere are notable for their siriet obedience to the laws defin-
ing their powers. As members of school boards they fulfill
their duties an the whols as wsall as noo-Polish officers. There
iz no tendency among the Poles to combine in politiesl action
against other mationalities. Whils they set harmontously with
non-Poles, the same cannot be seid of their relaficns {o each
pther. In buainess, polities, and social affzirs quarrels among
Poles are very frsquent.

In their business relations the Poles show some tendency to
favor thelr own nationality where that is possible, Distipck
Poligh eorporations have been formed aa follows:

SFtevems Point Brick & Oonstruction Company ; Stevens Poink
Brewing Company; Stevens Point Automebic Cradle Com-
pany; Porage County Polish Fire Inmurance (lompany;
Bharon Creamery Company; and Lake Thomes Creamery
Crimpany.

In Stevens Point mneh business property is passing into
the hands of Poles. However, not more than five of the one
hundred and seventy-five mesmbers of the Business Man's As-
aociation ure Foles.

With their gradual Ameriesnization come changes in the old-
wrordd custorns of the Poles. Cunuterns sssociated with mar-
Tiage are still retained to 2 considerabls egtemt. The bride
most furnish an elaborate fonst, which often lasta several days
and includes all the Nquor then can be dronk, She 3z compen-
aetad by the peyment of a dollar by every man who dences with
her. Eaeh silver dollar is thrown vielently vpon the plate in
en effort to hresk it. The teking of enuff i common amaong
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tha older Peles.” The saloon retaine its former place as a
mociul ipstitution, women using it ag fresly as men in the
eountry disteiets, and upon their visits f0 iown. The white
kerchief as the sole head-covering for women is diﬂappea.ring in
favor of the hat.

The Poles bave twe market days at Bievens Point, Thurs-
day and Saturday. No eatisfactory explanation for tha wse of
ths former day bas bheen diseovered. The farmers gather in
larpe pumbers in the matket sgnare and patiently await ¢he
gals of their produce. In the mean time saloons are the only
availabla places of resort for the wamnen and ahildren.

Uhureh holidaya are move frequent amomg the Poles then
amorg other nationalities; dances snd slmilar  festin-
tigs arc much enjoyed. There mre, slse, nmmerons sosial
and benefiniary eocietios organized in commection with the
church., This grest institution has among the Poles a reatrain.
ing and eivilizing influence of enormovs value. In the process
of Americanization, however, its inflaenee is conservative.
Amang the aify population, and with the younger Poles every-
where, its suthority is-beecoming wesker; and the priesia wisely
tend to becorna in their parishes leaders rather than antoerats.

T theit physical characteristios the Polas have no marks that
are 30 distinetive as those of the Germans, Seandimavians, or
Trieh. The type is recognized among the older pecple more
by tha stolid, apathetic countenance of the Enropean peasant
then in spy other way. The influenes of exvironment works
neficeehle ahanpes in this type, by brightening the eounte
naneces snd making more regulay the faatures of the younmger
generatlon.

Comperigon batween the ecomorie condition of t.fha ten
thousand Poles in Portage Connty and that of the awerage
oity Poles tomst conwinse one that the sdvantage is in favor of
the former.® 1o movement sould reqult in greater good for

% among the jteme, a fww years agn, of A cendidafe’s Aworn e
paign expenags, appearad several dellars apent for muil

4 For some tonditlonm exieting in Milwaukea sea Wisconsin Burean
of Labor Reporz, 130506
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the poover classes in the oitiex than cme encauraging their ro-
moval fo the eountry. Such & morvement iz in progress, on &n
individual basis; but it would ssem that some crganization
ameng the Poles themeelves {0 advertize and gtimuylats it, would
resnit in great benefit.
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