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During the Civil War, my father served a=z a
volunteer in the --- Wisconsin Regiments and. in
his four vears of service, he had many intereste
ing experiences, and some very exciting ones,
besides having gained quite a stock of incidents
from the experiences of others, all of which he
enjoys relating to amy who wish t0 hear them.

One of the most interesting of these stories
was that of two fugitive slaves who reached the
Tnion camp on one of the first days of June, in
1862§ one of whom to0ld father the story of their
escape =oon after,

A day or two alfter the,arrival of the Union
troops, inclvding the == &E. Regiment, at

pr“‘ﬂatﬂn Rouze o y whither they had been sent
- fenera ler 2 few wecks after the capture

ur New nrlnans. and while they were =till e&n-

camped on the bank of the 'Mssissippi River near
that city, the "Taural Will®, a steamboat which

had been o¥ned by planters living along the ri-
ver near Batom Rouge, but which had been cap-

tured by the "nion Cunboats, was sent to the
plantation of one of her former owners on the
opposite side of the river a few miles abave tha(- * )

¢ity for a supply of fuel.
The owner of this plantation, John'(d ay} was a

strong secessionist, and cordially hated,as
wall as feared the "Vankees®, as the Federal esol= -
diers were called, So when the gteamer, which he
knew to be in their possession, wWas seen aps
proaching his landing, he hurriedly ordered all
his slaves to rn to the cvpress swamp in Lthe
rear of the plantation, and hide, he himeelfl
cetting them a lively example. Most of the
slaves, who had been told all kinds of stories
about the "VYankees", in which they were described
as terrible momsters, in fact, almost anything
put human beings, readily obeyed hi= commandsy
but one old negro. Imown as Nld SEteve. was Ccuri-
ous to s=ee what "Vankees" really dild look like.



80 he remained behind, and another darkey, a
friend of hie, stayed with him.

nld Steve was a large, powerful man, over six
feet tall, and broad shouldered and solidly
built in proportion, = almost a perfect specie
men of physical developement. Pe had passed his
povhood 4mid the wilds of Africa, and had been
brought to America when a young man of about
twenty years of age. Since then, for nearly, or
quite, thirty yeare, he had been only a plece of
property in the hands of his fellow man, and,.lor
several years, had been owned Dy his present mas=
ter, Jay, by whom he had been raised to the posi-
tion of head plowman on the plantation. He was
always faithful aad prompt, and, during his long
servitude, he had never been whipped. There was
£ti11, within him, a2 slumbering spark of manhoods
which 2ll those years of slavery had failed to
quench. In spite of his advanced age and the
hardeships he had undergone, he seemed little De=
yond the prime of life. HWis muscles were still
hard as iron, and he was active and energetic,
not lazy and indolent as were s0 many of the
southern negroes.

¥hen the boat tied uwp at the landing, he and
his friend, Charley, walked rapidly from the
house down to the river, and went fearlessly
. @board. They talked Treely with the soldierz who
were on the boat, and with szome negroes thev
found there whom they happened t0o know. “They
found that the despised "Vankees®" were not such
hideous beings as they had been led to believe,
but just ordinary mortals, such as they had been

ged 10 seeing.

After the fuel had been loaded, as the boat
wage preparing to leave the landing, the two =%
slaves went ashore, and started back to their
work as quietly and orderly as if nothing had
happened. They had no misgivinge about their
disobediance to their mastersy thinking that, as
long as the opportunity had presented itself.and
thoy had not deserted him, he would overlook it,
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or at least, let it pass with only a slight rep=
rimand.

Their master, however, had no such thought.
When they reached the house, they found him ther®
waiting fom them in amnything but & pleasant mood.

"¥hy didn't you go to the =wampsas T told vou
toy and hide?* were almost his first worde.

"7 wanted to =ee what de Yankeesg looks like,"
said 0ld Steve,"an' T tho't dere wouldn't be no
harm in it."

*T tho't ef Nl " Steve could stay, I dun stay
too," said Charley.

"T*11 show you there's harm in not minding me
when ¥ tell you to do a thing!*" thundered threir
angry master. *I'11 show you "what the Yankees
look like!® T*11l whip every bit of the black
hide from your backsl®

"f yo! does,Massa," answered 0ld Steve,speake
ing slowly and quietly, but very firmly,%et '11
be de fus! time an' de las® time yo'sbsr 1licks
me, kase T'l]l go to de Yankess an' stay wid 'mml

"What! "shouted Jay, "vou dare defy me! '@o to
the Yankees,' will you? I'1ll teach you to talk
that way to me! T'11 take that notion out of
you! TI'1ll conguer yousor I'11 kill youle*

fne of Jay's slaves had been hung only a short

time before Tor striking his master, and that to
after the Courts of Justice had refused t0o =ene

gentence the offend=sr. This all the darkeys mews
but if Jay expeeted to cow hie slaves into abe
Ject submission by his threats, he was badly mis=-

taken. The slumbering spark of manhood in nld
Steve®s zonl was fanned into a flame, and he

2tood cool and collected through all this tirade
of threatening and abuse, only the set look in
hie face showing hies desperate determinations
while Charley stood by in silence, ready to take
the consequences witih him, whatever they were.
The firaet .lﬂﬂﬂﬂn'thﬂ pﬂﬂr‘ fellows gﬂt, war
ity lashes upon the bare back with the planta=
tion vhip, This consisted of a leather stirap
come three Teet long and two and a half inches
wide, astensd to a handle nine or ten inches
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long. The strap wase punched full of holes each
about half an inch in diameter, instead of being
8lit into separate lacshes as was usuval with =uch
whips. This was conszidered the harshest kind of
a whips as arTter eagh stroke, the position of
.every hole was marked by a blister, while the
edges of the sirap every#hers cut and tore the
flesh, Pifty lashes on the bare Tleszh with such
an instrument would literally flay the back of
the unfortunate person receiving them,

The poor fellows stood like men, and received

the blows without flinching, which only incresased

their master's rage. -

»whatthe yelled, "you won't give up yetf? Well,
you'll come to it before long! You'll want to
keep away from the Yankees when I get through
with von,if you're alive at alll TI'll kill you
before I'1l ever let you get to them anyhow!®

They were then handeuffed, and Old Steve,being
the leader, was distinguished by having an iron
collar placed around his neeck,

Thie collar warc made of a half inch iron rod,
and riveted on. Oon either zide of the c¢ollar was
riveted a apike about Tour inches lOng amd—tmi{
wi—ineh—solare. o0 arranged that one of the =ugX
epikes satuck up behind each ear, and held thre
head as in a vice. Any attempt to turn the head
ever co slightly resulted in a prod Trom one of
these spikes.

They were then takem to the calaboose, and
locked up there with thelr Teet iIn the stocks,

The calabooge, or "nigger jail"™ as it was some=-
times ca¥led, like those common in that part of

the country at that time, was a solid brick
gtructure, sixteen feet square. and sightesn -
rfeet high, having a heavy door and one small
romd window some eightesn inches in diameter,
which wae placed twelve feet from the ground.

Thie window was not barred, as its height
was thought to be suffieient Lo prevent any atwe
tempt to escape thatl way.

S



The =tocke were made of heavy timbers, and
were placed about two feet from the grounds so
that the unfortunate prisoner was compelled to
1ie fat on hisz back on the earth which formed
the floor of the calaboose, while his ankles
were held in a nearly horizontal pozitiomn two
fset above him. It can be readily seen that very
little change of position was possible under the
circunstances.

Tmagine the suffering of those two poor fele
lows, lying there through all those long hours,
with every attempt at the slightest change of
position grinding the sand and dirt into thsir
brulised and bleeding backse

But instsad of congquering them, this treat-—
ment only rFixed the rirmer, in the mind of Ald
Steve at leazt, the determination to escape. His
menhood had never been degraded DY the latsh bee
fora, and he was determined it never should be
2gain, He was certain that if he could only e
his escape, and reach the "nion lines, be would
pe protected, and allowed his freedom at least.

The truth is Jay was Turious at thre Pederal
coldiers for confiscating his boat,and hi= wood
and coalg and, like many another angry man, he
foolishly allowed himself to vent his rage upon
the first ones who came in his ways WhO happened:
unfortunately for theém, to be hiz slaves. Thev
S 0" heme i et b e s
: . he nearnass
who were looked upon by all the :{a:EE ;:azﬁg?i‘
eémancipators, made them recent it as they would

Otherwise never have dared to do,
Their me=ter had no sooner turned the kev in

their prison door therafore, than Nld Steve be=-
gan to work for his freedom. The handcuffs which
hie companion wore were 20lid, but those upon
his om wrists were connected by a single link,
and he commenced twisting and gzrinding at that
link with all his might. The little strain he
wag able to put upon it wore at the link, and he
batiently set himsell teo work to wear it out.
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What a tagk it was! But his only hope of es=-
cape lay in getting the use of his hands, and he
worked away ae only a man can work when life 1=
prize,or death the forfeit. ;

Wour after hour dragged slowly by in sllence,
breaken only by the mexzimzx ceaseleass grind,
grind of the handcuffe, as they were patlently
wrenched and twisted by those sturdy arme, *he
mar’s Rands were tswollen and stiffened by the
continued strain, but he did not heed it, and at
length discovered that his safforts were telling
on hie fetters. This zZave him fresh courage, and

he worked away with renewsd emergy till, at last, —

et about three o'clock in the morning,the 1ink

parted.

Groping around in the darkneses, hie hand soon
touched a stout stick vhich,fortunately for him,
w22 lying within hie reach. This he managed to
work into the padlock on the hasp that fastensd
ihe stocke so0 as to enable him to pry out the
ttaple, It was them an easy matter to 1ift the
upper timber enough to set himeelf and his come

rade lree, .
They stood up,breathing a little more freely,
Put they were still in a desperate 2ituationyg

for, as was seid before, Lhe window was twelve
feet high, and a2 very small one at that, while

the door wes strongly locked and boltied. Resides.
Jay, rfearing that some ol the slaves might at=
termpt to zet his prisoners Tree, had hired two
pear white-men,"pore white trash® tney were
called, to =tand gnard over themg and 1t Sesmed
strange they had not already heard enough to ine
giuce them to investigate.

A fevw days belore 0ld Steve might have loocked
upm any effort to escape as hgpelecs and submit=
ted without a protast,ﬁgifiiﬁﬁggﬁrtainly woulds
but the last Tew hoars had transformed him from
a docile slave into every inch a mang one who
wag ready to play a man's part, and who would
make a valiant Pight to gain his liberty, fhar-

ley would now stand by him he knéewg indeed they
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had already gone too far to turn back. Discovery
and recapture now meant ﬂﬁﬁh, and they both ro=
alized it.

¥With the help of one of the timbers which
they pried loose from the stocks, they climbed
up to the window and looked out, Every thing was
guiet in the first gray light of the early dawn.

They somshow managed, in splte of being encum=
bered, the one wiih the bhandcuffs. the other
with that horrible iron collar around his neck,
to climd through the window and lower themselves
safely to the groumnda.

A hasty glance aroung assured them of' thelir
safety, and explained why they had not before
been interrupted in making their escape. Their
guards were both fast asleep, and an empty whicg=
key bottle lying near them showed that they were
not likely to awaken very soon, Jay nad thought
it necesczary to fortify the courage of his
guards, who were ignorant and superstitious fele
lowg, with a bottle of whisgkeys and it had had
ite lezitimate effect. ;

Wurrying down to the bank of the river halfl a
mile or so below the plantation buildings, they
drew out an old canoe, in which the =slaves of
the plantaticon were in the habit of mking =tol =
en visits to the ciivs and cleared the*md and
water out or it, 0ld Steve then knocked from the
fence near by two cypress pickets, which would
do very well for paddles, in the absence of anye
thing better:; He gave one of the pickets to
Charley, and together they enterad the canoe,and
puehed off toward the city.

Tt wae a2 long hard pull, but they had the
help of the current, and made good time in spite
of" their i+ « They landed safely, and,
Just as the sun was peepinz above the sastern
horizon, they entered the camp of the Union
troope at Baton Rougd.

Here they were at once taken in charge by the
Ssoldiers of the guard where they first reached
ihe linee, who belonged to thﬁu:- Wis. Regiment.
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The news of their arrival spread rapidly
throuzh the regiment, and the fugitives became
the contor of an interested and sympathetic
Zroup. 01d Steve, on account of the collar and
the broken handcuffs he wore, was the chiel ob-
jeet of their sympathy. B8ome of the soldiers
hastened alfter toolsz with which to remove the
gshackles,and set the poor rellows fres, while
others took the fugitives at once 1o thelr zeed
colonel,y to show him jmet how they had Dbeen

treatad, ™hen the rivete which Tastened 0ld

Steveds collar were Tiled off, and he wags [Ireed
'rom that, after which each of the men was row
lieved of his handcuffe.

As were many of the negroes whe "came 1o the
Yankees®, 014 8teve ang Charley were at once set
to cooking for the =oldisrs, and before long Nla
Bteve Tfound himself cooking ForCompany "IT.

There was nothing about Charley -to arguse
gpecial intersst in him, and he was soon lost
sight of among the hundreds of darkeys vho now
ecame Tlocking into the camp. But the same quali-
ties that helped 0ld 8teve out of the calabonse,
strength and inflomitable pluck and perseverancs,

_kept him an object of interest to the =soldiers,

¥Pather wase at that time-commiscsary of Co. "Iy
and he saw much of Nld Steve during the next few
monthe, He Pound him naterally bright., capablas,

‘and very ambitious. He could aot read a word,

but, iIn spite of his advanced age,he comewhsra
obtained an- 0ld "Welstep's spelling book", and
went to work to learn. ®Wvery momsnt he could
spare Trom hie duotiss he spent in study, getting
help from one and another of the soldiers az he
couldy and he was already making rapid ppogress,
considaring his opportunities, when Ceneral Bite
ler's first enlistment of colorad troops took
place. Then he stopped cooking for soldiers 4n
order to become one himcelf.

He had sean that the war was ta bring fresdom
to the slaves il they ever got it at all, and :

Lhere wae that within nim whic i -
take an active part in the g%%%tF%EEE%E%%;h%L'tQ
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sould not rest contented, and leave what he Telt
were his battles to be fought entirely by vthers
He would at least offer his life for the liberty

~of his oppressed race ac Treely as did many who
had lese to gain or lose than had he,.

s Pather lost all knowledge of 01d Steve alter
. he enlisted, and never learned what became of
himg but the old iron collar, which he wore into

the camp at Baton Rouge on that bright June
morning, wae carefully preserved among the war
relics sent home by the regiment, and may now bs
seen in the Capitol Wuseuwm at WMedison, Wis,.,
where, eEpecially to those who know jits history,
it 1= one of the most interesting relics,
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