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i^^uring the nivil war, my father served as a 
volimteer IrT th© ^— -̂ -̂ 'iscoTisin T êgiment* and, in 

-his four years of service, h© haxi many interest­
ing experiences, and some very exciting onen , 
besides having gained quite a stock of incidents 
from the experiences of others, all of which he 
enjoys relating to any who wish to hear them« 

One of the most interesting of these stories 
was that of two fugitive slaves who reached the 
Union camp on one of the f i rs t days of June, in 
1862; one of whom told father the story of their 
escape coon after, 

A day or two after thevarrival of the Union 
troops, including the -4^WiE. Regiment, at 
11a ton T^oxigt ^fJ&BSB-n 9 whither they had been sent 
by rTenerar~Biitl©r a few weeks after the capture 
of New Orleans, and while they were s t i l l en­
camped on the bank of the ^'ississippi Biver near 
that ci ty, the »»T,aural "Will", a steamboat t-bich 
had been oT-ned by planters living along the ^ i -
ver near Baton Pouge, but which had been cap­
tured by the TTnion TrUnboats, was sent to the 
plantation of one of her former owners on the 
opposite side of the river a few miles above the . • v 
city for a supply of fuiel. .̂ ^ (iSvt^ 

The owner of this plantation, John^Jay) v/as a ^ 
strong secessionist, and cordially hated,as 

well as feared the "Vankees'*, as the ''federal so l ­
diers were called. ??o win en the steamer, which he 
knew to be in their possession, was seen ap­
proaching his landing, he htirriedly ordered all 
his slaves to run to the c^fpress swamp in the 
rear of the plantation, and hide, he himself 
setting them a l ive l j exaniple. ¥ost of the 
slaves, who had been told all kinds of stories 
about the "Yankees", in vmich they vvere describe^-
as terrible monsters, in fact, almost anything 
hut human beings, readily obeyed his commanclsi 
but one old negro, known as old r>teve, was curi­
ous to see 7fhat "Vankees" really did look like* 
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So he remained behind, and another darkey, a 
friend of his, stayed rdth him. 

Old Steve was a large, powerful man, over six 
feet tall, and "broad shouldered and solidly 
built in proportion, — almost a perfect speci­
men of physical davelopement. "̂e had passed his 
boyhood imid the wilds of Africa, and had been 
brought to America when a yoimg man of about 
twenty years of age. Since then, for nearly, or 
quite, thirty yeare, he had been only a piece of 
property In the hands of his fellow man, and,for 
several* years, had hmn owned by his present mas­
ter. Jay, by whom he had been raised to the posi­
tion of head, plowman on the plantation, He was 
always faithful aad prompt, and, during his long 
servitude, he had never been whipped. There T'as 
still, within him, a slumbering spark of manhood* 
which all those years of slavery had failed to 
l̂uench, Tn spite of his advanced age and the 

hardships he had undergone, he seemed little be­
yond the prime of life. His muscles were still 
hard as iron, and he was active and energetic, 
not lazy aiid indolent as were so many of the 
southern negroes. 

When the boat tied up at the landing, he B.n6. 
his friend, Hharley, walked rapidly from the 
house do?m to the river, and went fearlessl3r 
aboard. They talked freely/ 7ath the soldiers who 
were on the boat, and with some negroes they 
found there whom they happemed to know, '̂'hey 
found that the despised "Vankees" were not such 
jiideous beings as they had been led to believe, 
but jiast ordinary mortals, such as they had been 
used to seeing. 

After the fuel had been loaded, as the boat 
was preparing to leave the landing, the two s?t 
slaves went ashore, and started back to their 
work as quietly and orderly as if nothing had 
happened. They had no misgivings about their 
aicobediance to their mastery thinking that, as 
long as the opportunity had presented itself,and 
they had not Gê serted him, he would overlook it. 



or a t l e a s t , l e t i t pass with only a s l i gh t r ep ­
rimand. 

Their master, however, had no such thought, 
When they reached the house, they found him ther© 
Yfaiting fon them in anTfthing but a pleasant mood. 

"Vhy d i d n ' t you go to the S7famp,as T told vou 
t o , and hide?* were almost h i s f i r s t words. 

"T wanted to see what de Yankees looks l ike^" 
said Old Steve,"an* T t h o ' t dere wouldn't be no 
harm in i t . " 

"T thoH ef 0 1 ' Steve could s tay , I dun s tay 
too , " said Charley. 

" I ' l l show you t h e r e ' s harm in not minding me 
when I t e l l you to do a th ing!" thundered t'-^eir 
angry malster. " I ' l l show you 'what the Yankees 
look l i k e ! ' T ' l l whip every b i t of the black 
hide from your backs!" 

"iTf yo' does,Wassa," answered Old Steve,speak­
ing slowly and q u i e t l y , but very f i rmly,"e t '11 
be de fus ' time an' de l a s ' time yo'eber l i cks 
me, kase T ' l l go to de Yankees an' stay wid '•ci? 

"What!"shouted Jay, "you dare defy me! 'Go to 
the Yankees,' wil l you? I ' l l teach you to talk 
that v/ay to me! 1^11 take that notion out of 
you! T ' l l conquer youi,or I ' l l k i l l you!" 

One of J ay ' s slaves had been hung only a shor"^ 
time before for s t r i k ing his master, and that to 
a f te r the Courts of .T?j.stice had refused to sen-
sentence the offender, '''his a l l the darkeys Imew* 
but if Jay expected to cow his slaves into ab­
j e c t submission by his t h r e a t s , he was badly mis­
taken. The slumbering spark of manhood in old 
S teve ' s soul was fanne-d in to a flame, and h^ 
stood cool and col lected through a l l th i s t i r ade 
of threatening and abuse, only the set look in 
his face showing his desperate determination % 
while Charley stood by In s i l e n c e , ready to take 
the consequences with him, whatever they Yfere, 

The f i r s t "lesson' ' the poor fellows got war, 
f i f ty lashes upon the bare hack with the p lan ta ­
t ion whip. This consisted of a l ea the r s t rap 
some three feet long and two and a half inches 
wide, fastened to a handle nine or ten inches 
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long. The s t r a p was punched full of holes each 
about half an inch in diameter, instead of oeing 
s l i t into separate lashes as ?ias usual with such 
v^'hips. I'his was considered the harshest kind of 
a whipt as a f t e r each s t roke , the pos i t ion of 

^every hole 7/as marked by a b l i s t e r , -while the 
eages of the s t rap every there' cut and tore the 
f l e sh . Fi f ty lashes on the bare flesh with such 
an instrument would l i t e r a l l y flay the back of 
the unfortunate person receiving them. 

The poor fellows stood l i ke mon, and received 
the blov/s Tdthmit f l inching, which only increased 
the i r master ' s rage , 

"What!''he ye l led , "you won't give up j^-et? w^^ll, 
y o u ' l l come to i t before long! You' l l want to 
keep away from the Yankees when T get through 
with vou, if you 're a l ive a t a l l I I ' l l k i l l ynu 
before 1*11 ever l e t you get to them anyhow!" 

They were then handcuffed, and Ola Steve,being 
the leader , was dist inguished by having an iron 
en l i a r placed around his neck. 

This col lar wan made of a half inch iron rod, 
and r ive ted on. On e i the r side of the col lar was 
r ive ted a spike about four inches long and irrfM" 
<MA\ inch Finrinrp ,̂ so arranged tha t one of the sqaSX 
spikes fjtuck up beh4Bd each ea r , and held t^e 
head as in a vice* Anj? attempt to turn the head 
ever so s l i g h t l y i^esulted in a prod from one of 
these spikes . 

- They T/ere then taken to the calaboose, and 
locked up there irlth t h e i r feet in the s toci is . 

The calaboose, or "nigger j a i l " as i t was some-
t ines cal led , lilce fbose common in that par t of 
the countrjr at tha t tiroe, ^as a sol id brick 
s t r u c t u r e , s ixteen feet square, and eighteen ' 
feet high, having a heavy door and one small 
round window some eight??en inches in diameter, 
which was placed t-ffolve feet from the ground «-

This window was not barred, as i t s height 
was thought to be sufficio;nt to prevent any a t ­
tempt to escape that way. 
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The stocks were made of heavy t imbers, and 
were placed about two feet from the ground; so 
that, the unfortunate pr isoner was compelled to 
l i e f l a t on his back on the ear th yrhich formed 
the f loor of the calaboose, while his ankles 
were held in a near ly horizontal posi t ion two 
feet above him, Tt can be read i ly seen that very 
l i t t l e change of posi t ion was possible under the 
circumstances. 

Imagine the suffering of those two poor f e l ­
lows, lying there through a l l those long hours, . 
with every attempt a t the . s l i gh t e s t change nf 
posit ion grinding the sand and d i r t into t he i r 
bruised and bleeding backs. 

But instead of conquering them, th i s t r e a t ­
ment only fixed the f irmer, in the mind of f^ld 
Steve a t l e a s t , the determination to escape. "Ris 
m^̂ nhood had never been degraded by the l a s h . b e ­
fore, and he ?«is determined i t never should be 
again. He was ce r ta in that i f he could only make 
his escape, and reach the Tjnion l i n e s , he would 
bs p ro tec ted , and allowed his freedom a t l e a s t . 

The t ru th i s Jay was furious a t the Federal 
so ld iers for confiscat ing h i s boat, and his Vvood 
and coal I and, l i k e many another angry man, he 
fool ishly allowed himself to vent his rage upon 
the f i r s t ones who came in his ?/ay» who hapuened? 
unfortunately for them, to be his s l aves . They 
f e l t that he had been needlessly and unusually 
cruel to them, and the nearness of the "Yankee<='«l 
wno were looked upon by a l l the slaves a- thpi'r 
emancipators, made them resent i t as they would 
otherwise never have dar^d to do. 

T'heir master had no sooner turned the key in 
t h e i r prison door therefore , than Old ?'»teve be­
gan to work for his freedom. The hanacuffs ?rhich 
his companion v^ore were so l i d , but those upon 
his own wrists were connected by a s ing le l i nk , 
cind he commenced twist ing and grinding a t that 
link with a l l his might. The l i t t l e s t r a in ĥ ^ 
was able to put upon i t wore a t the l i rJc, and he 
pa t i en t l y se t himself to work to wear i t out . 
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What a task i t was! But his only hope of e s ­
cape lay in ge t t ing the use of his hands, and he 
worked â ây as only a man can work y/hen l i f e i s 
prize^or death the f o r f e i t , 

i=?our a f t e r hour dragged slowly by in s i l ence , 
broken only by the KSSCSSIHSS; ceaseless gr ind, 
grind of the handcuffs, as they were p a t i e n t l y 
v/renched and twisted by those sturdy arms, ^ e 
man's hands were swollen and s t i f fened by the 
continued s t r a i n , but he did not heed i t , and a t 
length discovered tha t his e f for t s were t e l l i n g 
on his f e t t e r s . This gave him fresh courage, and 
he worked away v/lth renewed energy t i l l , a t l a s t , 
a t about three o'clock in the morning,the i^y^-^ 
par ted. 

Croping around in the darkness, his hand soon 
touched a s tou t s t ick which,fortunately for him, 
was lying within his reach. This he managed to ' 
work in to the padlock on th^ hasp that fastened 
the stocks so as to enable him to pry out the 
s t a p l e . I t was then an easy matter to l i f t the 
upper timber enough to se t himself and his comj-
rade f ree . 

They stood up,breathing a l i t t l e more fr^^ely. 
But they were s t i l l in a desperate s i t u a t i o n ! 
for , as was said before, the window was twelve 
feet high, and a very small one a t t h a t , while 
the door ws:.s s trongly locked and bol ted . Besides 9 
Jay, fearing tha t some of the slaves might a t ­
tempt to se t h is pr isoners f ree , liad hired tv̂ o 
i>e4w .-v hi te men,"p 0r e ?fh i t e t ra sh " t n. ey v/ero 
ca l led , to stand guard over them| and i t se-rned 
£.',trange they had not already heard enough to i n -
auce them to inves t iga t e . 

A few days before Old Steve might have looked 
upon any e f fo r t to escape as hopeless and submit­
ted without a protest ,^miSrTof'^%r tainly would; 
but the l a s t Tow hours had transformed him from 
a doci le slave in to every inch a rnani one who 
was ready to play a man's p a r t , and who would 
make a va l i an t f ight to gain his l i b e r t y , Char­

ley Y/ould now stand by him he knewf indeed they 
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had already gone too far to turn back. Discovery 
and recapture now meant a*th, and they both r e ­
al i zed i t . 

m t h the help of one of the timbers which 
th ey p r i ed loose fr om the s t oc ks , th e y c 1 imh ̂ d 
up to the windOTi and looked out . Every thing v/as 
quiet in the f i r s t gray l i g h t of the ear ly daim. 

They somehow managed, in sp i t e of being encum­
bered, the one with the handcuffs, the other 
T,ith tha t hor r ib le iron c o l l a r around his neck, 
to climb through the 7dndow a.nd lower themselves 
safely to the ground. 

A hasty glance aroun^l assured them of the i r 
safety, and explained ?ihy they had not before 
been interrupted in making the i r escape. Their 
guards were both fast as leep , and an empty whis­
key bo t t l e lying near them showed that they vere 
not l i k e l y to awaken very soon. Jay had thou ^nt 
I t necessary to for t i fy the courage of his 
guards, who v.'ere ignorant and super s t i t i ous f e l ­
lows, 7dth a b o t t l e of whiskeyi and i t had had 
i t s leg i t imate e f f ec t . 

Wurrying down to the bank of the r iver half a 
mile or so below the p lanta t ion bu i ld ings , they 
drevr out an old canoe, in which the slaves of 
the p lanta t ion were in the habi t of rraking s t o l ­
en v i s i t s to the c i t y , and cleared the"mud and 
water out of i t . Old Steve then knocked from the 
fence near by two cypress p i c k e t s , Yfhich wo-'ild 
do very well for paddles, in the absence of any­
thing b e t t o r . He gave one of the pickets to 
Charley, and together they entered the canoe,and 
prished off toward the c i t y . 

I t T/as a long hard p u l l , but they had the 
help of the cu r ren t , and made good time in sp i t e 
of their^jj^H^^irnirtrrrD. The y 1 and ed sa fe ly , and , 
j u s t as the sun was peeping above the eastern 
norizon, they entered the camp of the TTnion 
troops a t Baton Roug^. 

Here they were a t once taken in charge by the 
soldiers of the guard where they f i r s t reached 
the l i n e s , who belonged to t h e ^ - wis . Begir^ent. 

K^ry^y 
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The news of t h e i r a r r i va l spread rapidly 
through the regiment, and the fugitives.became 
the c m t o r of am in te res ted and sympathetic 
group. Old Steve, on account of the co l l a r and 
the broicen hanc:cuffs he wore, was the chief ob­
j e c t of the i r sympathy. Some of the so ld iers 
hastened a f t e r tools with which to remove the 
shackles,and se t the poor fellov/s f ree , while 
others took the fugi t ives at once to t h e i r f̂̂ êd 
colonel , to show him j u s t how they had been 
t r ea t ed , "^hen the r i ve t s which fastened Old 
Stevens co l l a r were f i led off, and he was freed 
from t h a t , a f t e r ?/hich each of the men v/as r e ­
lieved of h i s handcuffs. 

As vrere m.any of thf̂  negroes who "came to the 
Yankees", Old Ste^ve and. Charley were at once se t 
to cooking for the s o l d i e r s , and before long Ola 
Steve fouiid himself cooking forCompany " I " , 

There was nothing about Charley -to aro^use 
special i n t e r e s t in h in , and he was soon l o s t 
s ight of amoiig'the hundreds of darkeys who now 
came flocking into the camp. But the same q u a l i ­
t i e s ^that helped old Steve out of the calaboose, 
s trength and indomitable pluck cand perseverance, 
kep't him an object of i n t e r e s t to the s o l d i e r s , 

leather was a t tha t time commissary of Co, " I^ 
and he saw much of old Steve during the next few 
months. He found him natural 13̂  b r igh t , capable, 
and very ambitious. He could not read a word, 
u^-.t, in s p i t e of h i s advanced age,he zomeifaere 
obtained an old "Webs t e p ' s ' s p e l l i n g book", ..ad 
went to work to l e a r n . "Rfrvery miOment he coalc. 
spare from h is dut ies he spent in study, ge t t ing 
h^lp frnt" one and another of the coldiers as he 
couldi and he was alread}^ making rapid ppogrp^ss, 
considering his oppor tuni t ies , when General But­
l e r ' s f i r s t enlistment of colored troops too^-
p lace . Then he stopped cooking Tor so ld ie rs In 
order to become one hirr .elf . 

He had seen tha t the -.var van to bring fre-^^on 
to the slaves i f they ever got i t at a l l , and 
there was tha t within him ^vhich comuelled hi" to 
^a.ke sn ac t ive par t in Lae; grt^at cdi i f l ic t . Be 
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could not r e s t contented, and leave wha,t he f e l t 
were his b a t t l e s t o be fought en t i re ly by othorS' 
He would a t l e a s t offer his l i f e for the l i b e r t y 
of h is oppressed race as f reely as did many who 
had l e s s to gain or lose than had he . 

Father l o s t a l l knowledge of Old Steve af te r 
he en l i s t ed , and never learned ^hat became of 
him; but the old tl^on c o l l a r , which he wore in to 
the camp at Baton Poi^ge on tha t br ight June 
morning, was" careful ly preserved among the Y/ar 
r e l i c s : sent home by the regiment, and m.ay now be 
seen in the Capitol Wuseuni a t Ite-dison, Wis., 
v/here- especial ly to those who know i t s h i s t o r y , 
i t i s one of the most in te res t ing r e l i c s . 

mumt 


