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Winnebago, from whers we started in pursuit of the Indians
who then held the two Hall girls prizoners, and were camped
at Rock River Rapids. Gens. Henrty's snd Dodpe’s men
reacked, the Hapids, but the Indians had retreated. Informe-
tion was received that the Indians were making westward, and
getting on their trail, we followed them rapidly for two daye;
the zcouts discovered many Indians on the second day about
samp near the Lake.

The persuit was reuewed on the day afied reaching the
Lakas, where one or more of the Indians was ldlled. Our men
lod the chase, next after the seouts, who were contippally firing
at the Indians.  The Tndiena continued to retreat, wmtil they
reached the Wiseonain River, whers some made a stand and
showed fight, whils the others srossed the river, Hers we wate
fired on hy the Indiang, and one man wes killed, and several
wonrnded. We returned their fire with effact, and then charged
tham, killing a good many, all of whem were acalped by the
wild Sucker Voluutears.

Boon after the skirmish on. Wisconsin hluffs, Gan, Atlanson
eams up; and the entire army crossed the river st Pine Band,
{Helana), and tool the trail on the spposits side, and fellowed
It seven or eight miles, in tha divection of Prairie Du Chien
When it was diseovered that the fndians. wers making for the
Mississippi, Gten. Atkinson sent me with little Boiseley to carry
# dispateh to Fort Crawiord, that the inhabitants mipght be
ready to prevent the Indians croseing in any canoes or boats
belonging te the ecitizens. FHoiseley and I traveled day snd
night, and arrived at the Fort withoul sselng an Indiso.
Black Hawk and his peopls, with the army in purenit, had
turmed northward, intanding to ford tha Kiekapeo high up.

No. 8

It was on the 1st day of Anguet when Boiseley snd T reached
the Bugar Loaf, at the south end of the Prairie. As @
wera teking & look over ths Prairie previous to starting for
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tha Fort, we saw tlie smoke and steam of 2 boat coming up the
river, Juat off the mouth of the Wiseongin., We hastened on,
snd. reached the Fort as the steamer Warrior made the Gov-
ernment landing, I reporied myself to Captain Loomis, and
waa dirested to go up the river in the boat I assisted to get
# six pounder from the Fort on to the Warrior, which cannon
was managed by five other persons and myself, and was the
only sennon fired at the Indians—if not the oply ene aboard.

The steam-boat Warrior was commanded by Throckznorton,
and Lieut. Kingsbury was aboard with a body of regnlam.
The eunmon was placed on the forward part of the boat, with-
out o defenca of any kind; and I have the names of the five
pereons who assisted to mauags it, for they got on ot the Prai-
rie when I did.

The haat steamed up stream, with all on board snxions to

get & pap st the Tndiane. Just showe where Lansing is, we
pleked up a soldier, who had been distharged from Fort Snel-
ling end was coming down in he river in a cance. He had come
down the west channel, on the Minnessta side opposite Bad
Aze, and, fortunately for bim, he ¢id not meet the Indianz
We came in eight of tha Indisns asuth of the Bad Axe River;
they were oollected together on a bench of the lend closs to
the Mississippl, aud were making efforts to get their women
disT'oas.
Captain THekson's seouts had not come up yot, emd the In-
dispa raised a white flag and endeavored to induees the beat to
spproach the east shore, and suscecded in bringing her close
enough to pour & shower of balle intp her. The cannon sent a
shower of canieter amongst the Indians, which was repested
three times, each time mpwing a awath elean through them.
After discharping the gon thres times, (thers were only thres
charges of cenister shot aboard,) the Indians retrested to the
low ground back frem the shore, whare, lying o their helliss,
they were safe from us.

A eontinnal fiting of small arms was Jrept up beftween the
persona on. board the bost and the Indiane ashere, until the
fire-wood gave out, when we were obliged to put baek {0 Prai-
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tis Du Chien to wood-up—for there wers no wood-yards on the
Missisaippi as now. The village was roused to carry wood
ahoard, end we seon had a sufficient quantity of that artiels.
A lot of Monomonee Indians were also taken on, snd then,
wnder a full head of eleam, we put back to the secena of the
battle.

Before wo rounded the island, and pot within sight of the
battleground, we could hear the report of musketry, and then
it was that T heard Throekmerton zay: “Dodge iz giving them
h—111" And he guessed right, for as we reached the scene of
astioat, the wild voluntsers nnder Gen. Dodga ware engzged in
& fierce conflict with the Indigns, The Jodiaps were drivem
down to the river edem; some of them under shelter of the
bank, wera firing &t the volunteers, whe had eommand of the
bluffa. The Suckers and Hoosiers, as we eallad them, fought
Lke perfeet figers, and carnied everything before them.

The troops snd Indiens on board the Worrior, kept ap &
briek fire oo the Indiane ashore, whe fonght with a desperation
that surpageed overything I ever saw, during an Indisn fight,
snd T have geen more than sme, The Tndians were between
twe fires; on the bloffs above them were Dickson gnd, hig rangers,
end Dodge leading on his mem, whe needed ne urging; while
we kept steaming back and forth on the river, Tunning down
thods who attempled t6 ercss, and shooting at the Indiang om
shora,

The soldier we picked up, belped to man the gun, snd dur-
ing the engsgement, he was womnded in the knee by a rifle-
bell. The Indians' ghote would hit the water or patter againat
the boat, but ocoseionally s riflaball semt with zore form,
would whistle through both sides.  Some of the Indians, naked
10 the breech-cloth, elid down inte the water, whers they laid,
with only their mouth and nostrils above the surface; but
by running the boat clessr in to the east shore, cur Monomo-
poes were enabled te make the water too hot for tham. One
after another, they jumped up, and were shot down in attempd-
ing 1o gain cover on the bank above. One warrior, more brave
than the others, or perbhaps more accustomed to the emell of
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gun, powder, kept his position in the water until the balls fel
around him like hail, when he aise concluded to pugh-z shes,*
and commenced to eresp up the bank. But, ho never reached
the top, for Throckmorton had his oye on him, and drawing
up his heavy rifla he semt a bullet through the ribe of the In-
dian, who sprung inty the air with an tighf—and fell dead
There was cnly one person killed of those who ceme up on
the Warrior, and that was an Indiaw. Ths pilot was fired at
many fimes, but escaped vohermed, though the pilot-house waa
riddlad with balls.

One ingident oesmred during the batile that came under my
chearvetion, which I must not omit to relate. An old Indian
brave and his five zore, all of whom I had ssen on the Prairie
and knew, had taken p stend hebind a prostrate log, in a little
raving ymid-way up the bluff; from whanee they fired on tha
regulars with deedly aim. The cld man loaded the guns as
fast na his pona discharged them, and at each shot & man fell
They kmew they conld not expeet gquarter, and ihay sold their
lives 28 dear as pomible; making the best show of fight, and
keld their ground the firmesi of any of the Indisms. Bui,
they conld never withstarid the men under Dodpe, for as the
voluntears poured over the bluff, they ezch shot a man, and in
return, ench of the braves was shot down and scalped by the
wild volunteers, who out with their Jmives and cutting two
parallal gashee down their backs, wonld strip the skin from
the quivering flesh, fo make razor strape of. In this menner T
aaw the old breve and his five sons treated, and afberward had
a pisca of their hida.

After the Indians had been completely routed on the east
aide, we carried Clol. Taylor and his foree acroes the river, to
iglande opposite, which we raked with prape and round shet.
Teylor and his men charged through the islands to the right
and left, but they only took a few prisomers; mostly women
and ehildren. I landed with the troops, and wes moving slong
the shore to the north, when o little Indian boy, with one of

* Podca-ghee—ba off—eaneps—ia guolte 8 commeh ward Witk geveral of the
Western Indian tribea. The Bhawanoed uesd §E T Q. oy,
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his grms shet moat off, cams out of the buehes and made signe
for something 1o eat. He seemed perfectly indifferent to prin,
and only sensible of bunger, for when I carried the little naked
fallow shosard, some gne gave him a plece of hard bread, and he
stood and ate it, with the woundsd arm dengling by the tom
flesh ; and &0 he remosined until the arm: wes taken off.

Old Wa-ha-shaw with o band of his warriors and the Mo
nomoeness, were seat I pursuih of those of Bleck Hawlds pec
plo whe eroesed the Minsissippi, and very fow of tha Sapk and
Fox Indiane ever reached their own country. The Warrior
carried down to the Prairie, after the fight, tha reguiar tzoops,
wonnded menr and prisoners; smong tha latter was an old Sank
Indian, who attempted to destroy himsel, hy pounding his
own heed with a rock, mauch to the amwsement of the soldiem,

Soon after Black Hawl wae captured, the volunfecys wera
discharged, and I received & land warrent for my two months
sarvics, asttled down and pot married.

When Taintor and Heed csmne here and took centreets to
furnieh the Fort with wood, which was soon after the close of
the Blank Hawk vwar, whan they were showing Black Hawk
sround the counery, I moved up on the bluff, and went into
the exploy of Eeed.  The wood was frrmished at a high price,
and the ecntractors mede & good profit from it. I remcained on
the biuff some time; finally Reed went away, and I returned
to the Prairie  TUnele Ezeldiel Taintor afterwards commenead
1o kaep & store on the Praivie, but the business not suiting him
he dipcontinued it, and retwrmed to bis farm, where he now
Uwes, 4 respected and well-todo citizen of Crawford,

In the year 1834, I think it was, T moved beck to the Prai-
ria into the old tavern. That year the small pox broke out
in the wllage; many citizena were attacked with the dizeass,
and hundreds of *he Indiane then living in this virinity died.
My oldest aon, then nine months old, wes seized with the dis-
ease, and recovered; but & Winnebsgo, whom wa called Roxer,
and who aoted as my clerk and seld Hquor to the Indians,
caught the loathsome discase, and died. I will relate the man-
ner of his death, for he was a faithful fellow, and though he
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took in & hundred collars a day sometimes, he never dofranded
me of & ¢ent. [ was about to mova to Bloody Run, and had
seni Dozer over to see if the shanty was ready, and he fook
his canoa snd went over. It seems on hiz way back he felt
siek, and drew his canoe up on the point of the island, east of
the Hup, whare the fever came on, and he laid dewn by fhe
water's edge to drink, and thers he died, There I found him
ag T waa going over 10 the Run. I buried him on the island,
and can show you hiz grave, aud aay, thara lis the bones of an
honest Indien, T proeseded i Bloody Run after burying poor
Boxer, and was there taken with the smell pox myself. I laid
down by & epring, and remainad thers during the abtack, four
days and four nights, which time waa passed in great miigery,
and seemed an age to me, but after the crisis peesed, 1T was
engbizd 13 resch tha Prairie, whers I spon. regained my health,
and than moved my family to Bloody Run.

In Bliedy Bun L lived sbout two years. When T firet went
over there the cabin we moved into leaked, and one day I waa
on the roof fixing it, when I saw a deer coming down the cou-
lee, from the north, directly towsrds me. I theooght it waa
chased by something, and not being entively recovered from my
gickness, I did oot get down to harm it Soon after the deer
passed T was attracied by an exelamation from my som, and
laoking, I disecwerad & large pray wolf making towarde him. I
got down quickly, and snatching vp 4 gon loaded with emall
ghot, that my wife hed been honting with, T sdvanced towards
tha wolf, but it did not retrest until T sent a chargs of shot into
ita fave,

Blbody Eun was a zieat hunting ground, and Martin Seoft,*
of whom I know many interesting aneedotes, made it his fa-
vorite beat, when in pursuit of geme. From ihis eireumstance
i} is seid the Bun derived its name, but that ig an error, for
the true origip of Bleody Bun, is lmown: to some old setilers

now alive, and is 2 follows:

" Bas vol. LG 3, 116, Wb B4t Oolieci{ons, for o ooflan of Col. Beoif. L. C. D



