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falfe; for the poor Man could do no more chan he
did. Jult now, I was inform’d chac Mr, Hainowr,
-Mr, Mazorsier, and Mr. Durivan, threg Caprains of
Ships, are arriv'd at Quebee, with a defignto pals
the Winter thers, and o 2flift him as Counlsllors §
and that che Jaftof thefe three has brought wich him
an Independent Company, ro b2 commanded by
e f

Thalf have no opportunity of wrid in Ge-
fore the next Spﬂngpﬁhr the taft S}np?%hﬁmm to
recern for Frawce this year, are now ready ta fail,

- Tam, ¥IR, Tm.r; &c.

LETTER VI
Dated at Afareal, Fume 28, 1885,

Reprefenting the Fortiffcations of Mooreal, and
the indifcreer Zeal of the Priefls, whe are
Lords of that Town : With a Defeription of
Chambli, amd of the Commerce of the Savages
apon the great Lakes, :

S IR,
I Have jult receiv'd vyours, by a fmall Veflel of
Boardsaux |0aded with Wine; which is the firfk
that came ¢o Qeecbee this Year, I am mightily pleas'd
i0 hear that the King has granted to 3dr, de ke Salle
four Ships, 10 go upon the Difcavery of the Manth
of the Miffifpi ; and cannot but admire your Corio-
fity, in defiring to know the Occurrences of chis
Place, and how I {pent my time in the Winter.
M. ¢ Callires was no fooner pollefz'd of his Go-
vernment, than he order’d all the Inhabitants of ehis
Town, and of the adjacent Countéy, to cut down
and bring in great Stakes, of fifeeen Foot in length,
o
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to fortific the Town. During the Winter, thefe Or
ders were purfued with fo much Application, tha¢
all things are now ready for making the Inclofure;
in which five or fix hundred Men are co be imploy’d,
I fpent pact of che Winter in Hunting with the AL
emking, in ofder o a more perfect knowledge of
;ghgip Langusge ; and the reft I fpene in this Place,
with 2 great deal of uneafinels: for, here we can-
not enjoy out falves, cither at Play, or in vifiting
the Ladies, but s prefently carried to the Co-
raee’s ears, who takes publick notice of it in the
Pulpic His Zeal goes fo far, as even to name
the Perfons: and fince he refufes the Sacrament of
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality, npon the moft
flender Pretences, you may eafily guefs at the other
feps of his Indifcretion. You cannor imagioe to
what a pitch thefe Eoclefiaftica]l Lords have {crew’d
their Auvthority ; They excommunicate ali the
Moské, and whersver they fpy ‘em, dhey run after
e to uncovér their Faces, and abofe ‘emin a re.
preschful manner: En fine, they have 2 more warch-
fut cye over the Condudt of the Girls and married
Women , than their Fathers and Husbaods have.
They cry out againft thofe that do not receive the
Sacrament once a Month § and at Eaffer they oblige
ell fores of Parfons to give in Bills to cheir Confeflors.
They prohibic and burn ali the Books that creat of
any other Subjedt but Devotion. When I think of
this Tyranny, Icannot but be intag’d at the imper
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City. This inhu-
mazne Fellow came one day w0 my Lodging, and
finding che Romance of the Advencures of Perromis
upon my Table, he fell npon it with an unimaging-
ble fury, and tore onr aimodl alf the Leaves. This
Book I valued more than my Life, becaufe 'twas not
caftrated; and indeed I was {o provok'd when I faw
iv all in wrack, chac if my Landlord had nor held

me, Ihad gone immadiasely co that turhuleutﬂPaa
or's
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ftor’s Hoafe, and wozrld have pluck’d out the Hairs
of his Beard with as lictle mercy as he did che Leaves
of my Book. Thefe Animals cannot content them-
felves with the fludying of Mens Adions, but they
muft likewife dive into their Thovghes, By this
Skerch, Sir, you may judge whar a pleafant Lifs we
lead here.

The joth of the 12 March the Ice melted 5 and
the River being then open, I was fent with 2 fall
Detachment co Chambli : for commonty the Sun re-
fumes its Vigoor here much sbout that rime,  Cham-
4li tands on the brink of a Bafin, abouc five or fix
Leagues off this Place: Thar Bafin is cwo Teeguesin
Circumference, and receives the Lake of Chenplain
by a Waterfall thae is 2 League and 3 half in l2ngeh;
out of which there arifes a River chat difesnbogues at
Soreliqto the River of St. Lewrswce, as Lintimared a-
bave in my foorth Lewter. In former tmes this
Place had a great Trade in Beaver-skins, which i
now decay'd: for the Seccks, the Mabingans, and
the Cpenangor, us'd formerly to refort thicher in floais,
to exchange their Fars for ocher Goods s bue at pre-
fzne they are retir'd to the Esglifh Colonies, to avoid
the purfide of the Foquefz. The Champlain Lake,
which lies above that Water-fall, is eighey Leagues in
circumference.  Ar the end of this Fake we mec wich
another, call’d 8. Saremen, by which one may go
very eafily to New-Yerk,there being bue a Land.carri-
age of two Leapues from thence 1o the River D Fer,
which falls into the Mamathe, While I was at Chams-
i, I faw two Canows loaded with Beaver-skins pafs
privacely by thar way; and “twas thonght chey wers
fene thither by Mr. de fa Bare. This fmuggling way
of Trade is exprefly prohibired: for they are oblig'd
to carty thefe Skins befors che Office of the Compa-
ny, where they are rated ac an Bundred and 6o per
Cent, 1efs chan the Ewnglih buy ‘em ax in their Colo-
nies. Bur she litde Fare chat fands at che I:mtmn::_

o
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of the Water-fall, upon the brink of the Bafin of
Chambli, being only fingle Pallifades, it cannot hin.
der People to pal thar way; efpecially confidesing
that the Profpec, of fo great a profit, renders ths
Paflengers the more daring.  ‘The Inhabitancs of the
adjacent Villages are very much expos'd to cheTacar
fions of the Iroquefe in time of War, Notwithftand-
ing the weaknefs of the Fort, I continued in thar
place 2 Month and a hatf, and chen ¥ return’d hither,
whers M. de la Barre areiv'd fome days after ; bein
accompany'd with Mr. Hisnaue, Mr. afantortier, an
Mr. du Rivaw. Much abour the fame day- there ar-
rivd 2§ or 30 Canows, belonging co the Cowrears de
Bua, being homeward bound fram the grear Lakes,
and laden with Beaverskins. The Cargo of each
Canow amounted 0 4c Packs, each of which weighs
yo pound, and will feech go Crowns at che Farmers
Office.  Thefe Canows were follow'd by 5o more
of the Oxtaonar 2and Herens, who come down every
Year to the Colony, in order to make a betver Mar-
kee chan they can do in their own Country of A%E
Jinakinac, which lies on the Banks of dhe Lake of
Hurons, at the Mouth of the Lake of the Mingfe
Their way of Trading is as follows.

Upon theic frit Arrival, they incamp at the di-
ftance of five or fix hondred Paces from the Town.
The next day is fpent in ranging their Canows, un-
loading their Goods, and pitching cheir Tents, which
are made of Birch Bark! The next day afrer, they
demand Audience of the Governour General; which
is granted "em that {ame day in a publick place. Up-
on_this Occaficn, cach Nation makes a Ring for it
fe1f; the Sevage fit upon the Ground wicl their Pipes
. their Mouths, and the Governour is fated in an
ar'd Chair; after which, there fares up an Oraror
or Speaker from one of thefe Nations, who makes
an Harangue, importing, © Thac his Brethre-are

come to vifit the Governour geasral, aod to renew
 wilr
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! with him their wonted Friendfhip : That their chief
* View is, to protnoce the Inteceft of the Frah, fome
¢ of whom being unscgusinted with the way of
¢ Traffick, and being oo weak for the tranfposrdn
¢ of Goods from the Lakes, waould be unable o de&
€ in Beaver-skine, if his Brethren 2id hoc come in
¢ perfon to deal with *em in their own Coloniess
¢ That they know very well how acceptable ther
¢ Arrival is to thelnbabitants of sureal, in regard of
¢ the Advaniage they reap by it: That in regard the
¢ Beavar-skins are much valoed it Framee, and the
¢ French Goods given in exchange are of an inconi-
¢ derable Value, they mean to give the French fufficis
¢ ent proof of their readinefs to furnith “em with
¢ what they defire {o earneftly: That by way of pre=
¢ paration for another Years Cargo, they are come
* to take in Exchange, Pofess, Powder, and Ball,
“inorder 1o hunt great numbers of Beavers, or to
* gall the Fapwefe, in cafe they offer w dilturb the
¢ French Sectlements : And, io fine, Thar ig confirs
€ marion of their Words, they throw a Purcslain
€ Colier with fome Beaver-skins to the KitehiObima
¢ (o they call the Governcur<Gensral ) whole Pro-
< tection they lay claim to in cafe of any Robbery or
¢ Abufe committed upon ‘em in the Tows.

The 3Spokelinan having made sn end of his
Speech, returns to his Place, and cakes up his Pipe s
and then the Interprecer explains the Subftance of
the Harangue o the Governour, who commonly

jves 4 very civil Anfwer, efpecially if the Prefent
Elc valuable: in confideration of which, he likewifs
makes them a Prefent of {ome crifling things. This
dong, the Savagesrile up, and retrn to their Hurts
to make fuitable Preparations for the enfiing Truck,

The nexe day the Savages maks their Slaves carry
the Skins 1o the [Toufes of she Merchants, who bar-
gain with’em foi fuch Cloaths asthey want. Allthe
Inkabitants of AMwaread arg aﬂuw‘d to sraffick with

L
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*2r1 in any Commodicy but Wine and Brandy 3 thefe
two being excepted upon the account thit when
the Savages have got what they wapted, and have 4.
ny Skins left, they drink to excefs, and then Kill
their Slaves; for when they are in drink, they gnap
re] and fighe ; and iF they were not held by chofe
who #re %abe:, woy'd certainly make Havock one
of another. However, you mult obferve, that aone
of “em will eouch either Gold or Silver. "Tis a co-
mical fighe, to fez em running from Shop to Shop,
ftask naked, with their Bow and Arrow. The ni.
cer fort of Women are wont to hold their Fans be-
fore cheir eyes, to pravent cheir being frigheed wich
the view of their ngly Pares. But thefe merry Com-
panions, who know the brisk She-Merchaiits as welt
as we, are not wanting in making an Offer, which
i fometimes accepted of, when the Prefenc is of
good Metele. I we may credit che common Repert,
there are more than one or two of the Ladies of this
Counery, whole Conftancy 2nd Vertue has held out
ainft the Azacks of feveral Qfficers, and at the
atnz time vouchlafd a fre= accels o thefe mafty
Lechers. “Tis prefum’d their Compliznce was the
Effect of Curicticy, rather than of any nice Relifhk ;
for, in a word, the Savages are neither brisk, nor
conltant. Bar whatever is in the matrer, the Wo-
men are the more excufable cpon this Hezd, thag
fuch Opportunities are very unfrequent.

As {oon as the Savages have made an end of their
Teuck, they cake'leave of the Governonr, and fo re-
turs home by the River of Gwaomar, To conclude,
;{1_!3 dif_ 1 great ir:ial of good hoth to the Poor and

ich; far you will readily apprehend, that eve
body earis Merchane upon fuczpumﬁoﬁs, 7

Jawe, SIR, Yups, &

LETTERK
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LETTER IX,
'Dated at Bowchrroile, Odob. 2. x68;,

Being an Account of the Commerce and Trade of
Monreal = Of rbe drrival of the Margais of
Denonville with fome Troops ; and of the recal
ling of My.de la Barre, Fith o curivas De.
Jeription of certain Licenfes for Trading in Bed-
verskins in the remote Countries,

SIR,

Recziv'd your fecond Leteer three Weeks ago, bt

cotld not fend a fpesdier Anfwes, by reafon thae
nope of our Ships have yet fet Sail for Francs, Sinca
Yoo want to know the nacure of the Trade of Afm-
real, ba ﬁ!m’d #0 take thé Accognt.
Almoft a!1 the Merchants of that & dul¥ an
the behalf of the Quedec Merchants, whofe Faltors
they are. The Barques which carry chither diy
Commodities, as well as Wine and Brandy, are bue
fow in number; but then they make feveral Voyages
in ona Year from che one Ciry to the oeher.  The
Inlabitanes of the Iiland of Admresd, and the adja-
cent Cantons, repair ewice a Year o the Cicy of
Mowreal, where they buy Commodities fifty par Cent.
dearer than at Quebar.  The Savages of the neighe
bouring Countties, whether fecded or erradck, car-
ry thicher the Skins of Beavers, Elks, Caribous, Fo-
e, and wild Cans; all which, they cruck for Fufess,
Powder, Lead, and cther Neceilaries. There every
one b alow'd to trade ; and indeed ’tis che beft place
for the gexing of an Eflate In 2 fhore time. Al ihe
Merchants have fuch a perfedt underftanding

dng wirky atrorhier, that they all full ac cha fame price
E z But
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But whait the Iahabitants of the Conntry find their
Prices exorbitant, they raife cheir Commodiies in
proportion. _The Gentlemen that have a Ghazge of
Chitdren, cfpecially Daughters, are thiig’d co he
good Husbands, in order to bear the Experice of the
magnificent Cloaths with which they are fer off;
“fumr Pride, Vaoity, and Luxucy, reige as much in
New Frameeas in Old France. In my opinion, twould
do well, if the King would order Commaodities to
be rated ar a reatonable Price, and prohibit the fal-
Ting of Gold or Silver Brocadoes, Fringes, and Rib-
band:, as well as Poines and rich Laces.

The Margnis of Desmsville is come to fucered
M. de fz Barrs in the quality of Governour-General;
for the King has recall’d Mr. Je /s Barre, npon the
Accufations faid againt him by his Enermies. Tobke
fure, you who are in Framee know beceer chan I, thae
Mr. s Dosnville was Maitre d¢ Camp to the Queen’s
Regiment of Dragoons, which Place he fold w
Mr. Murcey when the King beftow'd this Govern-
men: upon him ; and, thar he brought with him
fome Companies of Marines, befides his Lady and
his Childeen: for it feems the danger and inconve-
niencies that atrend fuch a long apd troublefome
Voyage, made no Impreffion upon her. This Go-
vernour flay’d at firlt fome Weeks at Quebec, afier
which he came 0 Mmrez/, with §oo or oo Men
of Regular Troops, and fnc back the Capraing Hi-
naut, Montortier, and du Rive, with feveral other OF-
ficers, His Army is oow in Winter Quareers all
round Moarcal, My Quarters are at a Place call’d
Boecherville, whichligs 2t the diltznce of thres Leagues
from Momeal. 1 have been here Gfteen Days, and
in all appearance thail live more happily than in the
Town, abating for the Solitude 5 fgr atlzaft I {nl}
have no ozher oppolition to encounter in the cale of
Balls, Gaming, or Fealting, bur the zealous Freaks
of aiilly Priett. I am iaform’d, that che Governour

has
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fas given Orders to compleat the Fortifications of
Aiomreal, and is now ready to emba.r%ue for Qsaber,
where our Governours commonly pais the Winter.
The Savages 1 {poke of in my laft, met che froquefe
upon the great River of the Owaousr, who inform’d
“em that the Esplifh were raaking Preparacions to
tranfpose to chelr Villages in Mifilimabinse, berter
and cheaper Commodiries than thofe they had from
the Froch.  This piece of News did equally alarm
the Gentdemenr, the Pedlens call'd Cowewrs de Boa,
and the Merchants ; who, at that rate, would he
confiderable Fofers: for you muft know, that Cane.
da fubfilts only upan the Trade of Skins or Farrs,
three fourths of which come from the Pesple thac
live round the great Lakes: So thae if che Englifh
feculd puc fuch a Defign in execution, the whols
Connery would fuffer by it ; efpecially confidering,
thar *rwould fiok certain Licenfes: an Account of
which will be preper in this place. .
Thels Licenfes are granted in Writing Eéy the Go-
vernours (Generzl, to poor Gentlemen and old Offi-
cers who have a Charge of Children, They are dil-
nos'd of by the King’s Orders; 2nd the Defign of
“ent 5, to enable fuch Perfons to {end Commodides
to thele Lakes, The Number of the Perfons chus
impower'd, ought not to exceed twenty live in one
Year: but God koows how many more have private
Licenfes, Al other Perlons, of what Qualicy or
Condition foever, are pralihited to go or fend to
thefe Lakes, without fuch Licenfes, under the pain
of Deac. Each Licenfe exrends to the lading of
two greae Canows; and whoever procurgs a whole
or_a half Licenfe for infelf, may either make ufg
of it himlelf, or fell it to the higheft Bidder. Com-
manly they are bought at Ox bundred Crowns a-
iece. Thofe who purchafe 4m are at no erouble
n finding Pediars or Foreft-Rangers to undettake .
the long Yovagss, which chmh the malt cmi;déra_h
3 AW,
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Gains, and commonty exrend to 2 Year, and {omes
times more.  ‘The Merchants pur invo the ewn Ca-
nows ftipulaced in the Licenfe, fix Men with 2 choo-
fand Crowns-worth of Gaoods, which ars rated w
the Pediars at fifteen par Cent. more than what they
are fold for in ready Money in the Colony. When
the Vayage is perform’d, this Sam of a thouland
Crowns commenly brings in feven hundred por Cer.
clear profit, and fometimes more, fometimes lefs 5
for thefe Sparks calt'd Cowrenrs de Boar bite the Sava.
ges moft dexteroufly, and the leding of two Ca-
nows, compueed ar a thenfand Crowns, 15 a Pur-
chafe for as many Peaver-skins as will load four Ca-
nows: Now, four Canows will carry 2 hnndred and
fixty Packs of Skinms, that is, forcy a-pjece; and
reckoning each Pack to be worth fifky Crowns, the
value of the whols amounts to eight thonfand
Crowns.  As to the Repartition of this extzavagant
Profit, "ts made afrer che following mannper: In che
- feft place, the Merchant takes ouc of the whele buik
fix hundred Crowns for the Prrchafe of his Licenfes
then a thoofand Crowns for the prime Coft of the
exporred Commadites. After this, chere remains.
6400 Crowns of Surplofages, oot of which the Mer-
chant takes forey per Cenr. for Bottomyres, which a-
mousts o z5éo Crowns; and the Remainder is di-
vided equally among the fix Cowresrs do Baisr, who pet
little wmove than oo Crowns a-piecs: apd indm:ﬁ I
mult Gy 'tis fairly earn’d; for their Fatigng s in-
conceivable.  Inthe mean ime, you muft remark,
that aver aad above the foregeaing profit, the Mer-
charit gees 27 per Cenr, npoh Iis Beaver-skens by car-

rying them’ to the Office of the Farmers General,
- ~where che Price of four fores of Beaver-skins is Ax'd,
1 the Merchant [ells thefz Skins to any privace Man
#n the Country for ready Money, he is paid in <he
carrear Money of the Councry, which is of lefs va-
Iie than the Bifls of Exchange thar the Dire@or of
et
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that Office dé.-aws ;pmi Ifisée! o Ea:hu; for there
they arve paid in Fremsh Livres, which are twenty
Spl:::r wherE:; a Canada Livre 15 but Aftesn Sefr. This
Advantage of 2§ per Cent. 1s call'd 7e Bemefize b
take notice, that ‘tis only to be had vpon Beaver-
skins ; for, if you pay to a @weber Merchant 400 Ca-
mada Livras in Sibver, and zake from hima Bill of
Fxchange upon his Cotrefpondent in Framce, his
Cotrefpondent will pay no more than o0 Frend
Livres, which is a juft Equivalen

This is the laft Intelligence I fhall give you for
this Year, which has already braught in a very cold
Autumse. The Quebee Ships muft {ar Sail in che mid-
dle of Wowvemsdber, putfiant to che wonted Cuftom,

Lem, SIR
- ¢

Yowrs, &a.

"LETTER X.
Dated at Bowcherwville Fuly 3. 1686,

Relating the Arrival of Mr,de Champigai, i
the room of Mr.de Meules, whe is recalld 1o
France ; the arrival of the Troops that came
along with bim, the cariofity .ng the Rackets,
and the way of hanting Eifs ; with g Deferip.
pion of that Awimal,

FIR
Hough I have not heard from you chis year,
yee I will ot flight this opporcanity of wii-
ting to yoyu. Some Ships from Frasee are arriv'd at
gyehc, and havg brought over Mr. d¢ Champigni No-

E 4 " roN,
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yosa, withfome Companies of Marines. He comey
tﬁuppl‘jf the place of Mr. de Mewler, whom the
Xiog recalls ypon the nnjull complaints thar ae
made of him. He is chargd with preferiing hi;
.Pﬁvata Intersft to the publick Good; bor che ¢l

© s faifz, and he will eafily clear himfelf  Tam apt
to believe he may bave carry'd on fome under.
tand Commerce, but in fo doing he injur’d rs bo.
dy 3 may, on the contrary he has procus’d Bread
for a thoufand poor Creatures, that withoue his AL
fitapice wonld have frarv'd for Flupgar.  Thisnew
¥neendant is defcended of one of the moft Il
ous Fawilies of the Rebein Frame. He is faidio
be & Man of Henour, and Fame entitles jpdSLady
a difiinguithing Merit: 1 underftand, hie and Mr
Bemviﬁaars bonnd fpeedity for Adomrecl, where they
mean o take 2 review of the Inhabitants of this
Tfand, and of the Neighbouring Cantons. Probe-
bly, they take {och precautions in order to fome
new effart againtt the Frogsefe. Lalt Winter whad
ne pew Qccorrences in the Colony. T fpent die
whole Winter gt the hanrigg of Orignals ot Elks a-
Bong with the Savages, whole Language I am lear-
niag, as I haye intimated to you fevers] times,

The honting of Elks is [perl‘orm’& upon che Saow,
with fich Racker 25 you {ee delign’d in the junex’d
Cure.  Thele Racketsare rwo Foot and a haif loag,
and Forreeen Inches broad ; cheir ledges are made
of 2 very hard Wood, ahone an Inch thick, shae
faftens the Mer juft jjke a Tennis Racker, from
which they differ only inthis; that thofe for the
Teanis are made of Gue-firings, whereas che others
premsde of lile thongs of tha skins of Hare or
Elke. In cheCut, you may perceive two lirda fharg
of Wood, which sun 2-.crofs eo render the Net fit-
mer and fliffer. The hole that appears by the rwg
Latchets, #5 the place in which they put the Toes
and fore-part of the Foor; fo that tis tied f2ft by
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the twp Latchets, which run ewice round aboatthe
Heel, and every ftep they make upon the Snow,
the fore-part of the Foot finks into that hole, asof.
ten a5 they raile their feel. By the kelp of this
Contrivance they walk fafter upon the Snow, than
one can do with 5Shoes vpon a beaten path: And
indeed “ds fo neceflary for them, that “twould be
atherwife impoffible not oaly to hunt and range
the Woods, but evea o go to Chorch, notwich-
ftanding they are fo near; for commonly the Snow
is three or four Foor deep in that Conntry during
the Winter, Being ablig'd to march chirty or forey
Leagues in the Woods in purfuic of the above-
tmention'd Animals, I found thar the fatipng of the
Joarney equal’d the pleafure of it

The Origaalis a fartof Elk,"not much different
from that we fiodin Mufovy, 'Tiv as big as an
Moyle, and much of the fame fhape, aba- .

ting for itsMuzzle, 3ts Tail, and its great fiar Horns,
which weigh fomstimes 300, and fomeritmes 4oo
weighe, if we may eredit thofe who pretend eo have
weigh'd ‘em. This Animab uluaily refores o
planted Countries. Its Hair js long and brown 3
and the Skin is frong and hard, bur not chick. The
Fleth of the Origzal, elpecially thae of the Female
fort, eats delicioully ; and us faid, thac the far
hind Foot of the Female kind, is 2 Core for the
Falling-Sicknefs ; it neither runs nor skips, but its
trot will almoft keap up wich che ronning of 2 Hare.
The Savages affare as, that in Sumwmer ‘owill ot
three Days and three Nighss withont intermiffion,
This fort of Animals commonly gatherintoa body
vowards thelateer end of Autumn; and the Herds ars
Yargeft in the beginoing of the Spring, at which dme
the fhe ongs are in cueting 3 bue E%tﬁl‘ their heat s over,
they all difperfe -themielves, We hunted ‘em in
the following manner : Firdk of all, we went 40
Leagues to the Northward of che River of St Law-
R ' Yedgey
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vemee, where we fonnd 2 litde Lake of thres or four
Leagnesin Circumference, and npon the banks of
thae Lake, we made Hutts for our f2lves of the barks
of Trees,having firlt clear’d the Ground of the Snow
that coverd it.  [n our Journey thither, we kill'd
as many Hares and Woeod-hens, as we conld eat
When we had fitted up oor Hbets, the Savapes went
out upon the difcovery of the Elks, fome to the
Northward, and fome to the Souch, tothediffance
of two or three Leagues from the Hurts, As foon
25 they difcover’d any frefh foor-fteps, chey de-
tach'd one of their nember to give s notice, rothe
end, that the whole Company might have the plea.
fure of fecing the chace. We trac’d thefz foon
fteps fomermes for one, and fomesimes for two
Leagnes, and theafel! in with five, ten, fificen or
ewenty Elks in a body; which prefently berock
themielves co flight, whedier a part or ina Body,
and {unk inre che Snow p to their Breaft. Whaere
the Soow was hard and condenfzied, or where the
froft following wet Weather had glaz’d it above,
we came op with ’em alcer the chace of a quarter
of 2 League : Bur when the Snow was foft or joft
fallen, we were forc’d to purfus ‘em three or four
Lesgues before we could catch ‘ern, unlefs the Dogs -
happen’d o frop’em where the Snow was very deep.
When we came up with them, the Savages fired
upon ‘em with Fofees. If the Elks be much inzag'd
they’ll fomerimes turn upen che Savages, who co-
ver themfztves with Boughs in order to keep off cheir
Fazr, with which chey would cinth ‘em o pisess.
As foon as they are killd;, rhe Savages make new
Huus vpon che fpot, with greac Fires inthe mid-
dle ; while rhe Slaves are imploy'd in fleaing “em;
and - flretching out the Skins in theopen Air. One
of the Soldiers that accompany’d e, told me ons
Day, that to withftand the violenoe of the Cold,
opg ought 1o have his Blood compos'd of Brandh}; :
. ' hig
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his Bodyof Brafs, and his Eyes of Glafs: And I
maf fay, he had fome ground for what he fpoks,
for we were forc'd to keep a Fire all round us, all
the Night long. Aslong as the Flethof thefe Ani-
mals lafis, the Savages %eldum think of ftirring 5
but when ’tis alf confum’d, they then look our tor
a new Difcovery. Thus chey continue to hunt,
till the Snow and the Iceare melted. As foon as the
great thaw commences, 'tis impoflible for ‘em to
travel far ; fo that chey content themfelves with the
killing of Hares and Pareridges, which are very
numneraus in the Woods. When che Rivers are
clear of the Kce, they make Canows of the Elk.sking,
which thay fow vogether very eafily, covering che
Seams with a far forr of Harth indtead of pirch.
This woik s over in four or five days dme, after
whith they return home in the Canows with all
their Bagpwge. =~ = . oL P

This,ﬂgr, wag onr Diverfion for-thees hiosihs ko
the Woods, Wetook fifty fix Elks, and might have
kili'd ewice as many, if we had hunced for the be-
nefic of the Bkins. Inthe Summer {eafon, the Sa-
vages have two ways of killing "em, both of which
are equally wroublefom.  One conhfls in hanging a
Kope-gin between two Trees, upnn a Pafs focronn-
ded with Thorns; the otheris compals'd by craul-
ing like Snakes among the Frees and Thickers, and
approaching to ’em upon the Leeward fide, fothat
they may be fhot wich a Fufee. Harts and Cari-
bous are kilP¢ both in Summer and Winvter, after
the fames manner with the Elks 5 excepting that che
Caribont's, which are & kind of wild Afles, make an
eific efcape when che Snow % hacd, by verue of
thar -broad Feer; whersas the Eik finks as {ail as
he rifes. In fine, [ am fo well pleas'd with the
hunting of this Counery, that T have refolv’d o im-

loy all my leifure ine epon that Exercill, "Lhe
ggvag:s have promifed, that in thres Mot timg
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¥ thait fee other fores of chafes, which will prove
tefs fatigning, and morg agrecable. Iam,

| 518,

Towrs, B2,
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LETTER X
Dated at Bouckerwiils May 28, 1637,

Being a curivas Defeription of the Fhuwiing of di-
wers Awimals, '

S IR,
YD U complain that the !aft year you receivd .
bur one of my Letwers, dared ey 8. and
with the {2rm¢ breath affure me, that yofl writtwe o
me, neither of which is come to ha¥l, T receivid
a Letter from you this Day, which.85 fomuch the
roore acceprable, thae I choughe yon had been dead,
and that I find yob continue ro give proof of your
remembrance of me. Ihod by your Leteer, that
you have an agreesble relith for the curions Elk-
Hunting in this Country, and that a forcher ace
councof aurother huming Advenmmres, would meer
with a welcome Kecepiion. This Curiofity, indeed,
is worthy of fo great 2 Huats-Man as your feif;
but ac prefent [ muft beg yonr excufe as o the Bea-
ver-kunting, for I know nothing of it yet bue by
h—'ﬂﬂr'ﬁyt .
In the beginning of Seprember, I {ot ontin a Cas
now upon feveral Rivers, Marfhes, and Pools, that
difembogue is the Champlain Lake, being accom-
pany’d with thirey or forry of the Savages thac arg
very expert n hoatng and Hunting, and pﬂrﬁ;&l;ﬁ
B we



to Norti-Amernics, 6r

well acquainted with che proper places for finding
Water-ﬁu’[, Deer, and other fallow Beafls, The
Gzl Poft we took up was upon the fide of a Martk ar
Fen of four or fve Leagues in Circomference; and
after we had firred up our Hunis, che Savages rhade
Hautrs upon the Water in feveral places. Thefe Wa-
ter-Hutts are made of the branches and leaves of
Tress,and contain three or four Men : For a Decoy
theyHave the skins of Geele, Boftards, and Duocks,
%;H'd and (tuff’d with Hay, the two fectbeing made
with two Nails to a fmall piece of a light plack,
which floats round ¢he Elytr.  This place being fre-
quented by wonderful numbers of Geefe, Ducks,
Buftards, Teals, and an infinity of ocher Fow! un-
known to the Ewopeanss when thefe Fowls {ee the
ftuff>d Skitis fwimming with the Heads eredted, asif
they were alive, they repair to the fame place, and
fo give the Sevages an opportunity of iﬁﬂotinﬁ’em,
gither fiying, or upon the Water ; afer which cthe
Savages get inco their Canows and gaeher 'am _u%

They have likewife 2 way of catching ‘em wit
Nets, ftretch’d vpon the furface of the Water acthe
Lncries of the Rivers. Ina word, we ear nothing
but Water-fow) for fifteen Days; after which we
refolv’d to declare War againft the Turde-Doves,
which are fo numerous in Camsds, that the Bilhop
has been forc’d to excommunicate "em oftner thag
once, upon the sccount of the Damage they do
to the Product of the Earth. With chat view, we
imbarqued and made towards a Meadow, in the
Neighbourhood of which, the Trees were coverd
with that fort of Fow], more than wich Leaves: For
jaft chen ‘rwas the feafon in which chey retire from
the North Countries, and repair to the Southern
Chimares; and one wouold have thoughe, thar all
the Turcle-Doves vpon Earth had chofe to pals thro’
this place. Forche eighteen or cwenry days that
we ftay’d there, I fundy believe chat a thoofand
Men
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Men might have fod upon ’em hearnly, withous
putring themfelves coany wouble.  You muft know,
that theough the middle of this Meadow there runs
a Brook, upon which I andtwo young Savagesihot
feveral Snipes, Rayles, and a certain [gorl: of Fowl
call'd Batenrs de fauw, which is asbigasa Quail, and
gats very delicoufly. .
In che fame place we kil'd fome Muck-Rars, o
z fort of Animals which refemble a Rat in theit
fhape, and are as big s a Rabbet. The Skins of
thefe Rats are very much valued, as differing bae
Hrtle from thole of Beavers. Their Telticles fmell
fo frong of Musk, that no Civet or Antilops tha
Affa affords, can boaft of fuch a frong and fwes
{metl. Welpy'd’em in the Mornings and Evenings,
at which time they ulyally appear upon the Waer
with their Nofz to the Windward, and betray ihem-
felves to the Huntlmen, by the curling of the Wa.
ter. The Fumersox, which are zn armphibions fore of
Titele Pole-Cats, ars carch’d afrer ¢he fame manper.
1 was likewife entertain’d upon this occafion, with
the killing of cerrain liecle Bealls, call'd Siffews, or
Whiftlers, with zlloficn to their wonted way of
whiftling or whizzing at the Month of cheir Holes
in fair Weather. They are as big as Flares, buc
fomewhat fhorter, their Flath is good for nodhing,
bue their Skins are recommended by rtheir rary..
The Savages gave e an oppostenity of hearing
one of thele Crearures whiftle for an hour togecher,
after which they fhor it, To gratifie the curiaficy
I had to fee fuch diverity of Animals, chey made
2 diligent fearch for the Holes or Dens of the Ca
caienx, and having found fome at the diflance of
two ar thres Leagues from che Fen upon which we
were pofted, they condafted me tothe place, At
the break of diy we planted our felves round the
Holes, with our Dellics upon che Ground ; and left

fome Elaves to hold the Dogs a Muskee-fhot behind
E!..
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pe. As foon a5 thefe Animals perceiv'd Day-light,
they came ount of their Holes, which wers immedi-
arely flop'd up by the Savages, and upon that the
"Dogs fetch’d “sm ep with eafe, We faw but two
of “em, which made a vigorous defence againft che
Diogs, buc were firangled- after a difpuce of half an
heur.  Thefe Anirmals are not unlike a Badger, on-
ly they are bigger, and more mifchievous, Tho'
cur Dogsfhew'd a great deal of Courage in attacks
ing the Carcaioe, they berray’d their Cowardice tha
next day iaa rencounter with a Porcupine, which
we {py'd upon a lierle Free. To obeain the pleafure
of {eeinpthe Porcupine fzll, we cut down the Tree;
bur neither the Dops nor we derft go near itz The
Dogs only bark'd and jump’d round it for irdarta
ed irslong and hard hair like {o many Bodkins,
thres or tour paces off. Ac laft we pelred it to
dezthy:and pur it upon the fire to burn off o Prares §
afcer which we fcaided it like a Pig, took oot the
Intrails, and sroafted it : Bac thd® “toras verp far, I
conid not relith it fo well a5 to comply with the
affertion of the Natives, who alledge, that ic ears
as well asa Capon or a Partridge.

After che Turde-Doves had all pali'd over the
place, in queft of their Southern retrears, che Sa-
vages offerd 1o fend fome of thelr number with
Canows to conduct me home, before the Rivers
and Lakes were frozen overj for themifelves wers
to tarey ot for the Flk-hunring ; and chey imagin'd
that the Cold and Hardlhip accending ¢har Exercife,
had mademe fick of it che year befors, Howe-
ver, we had chen 2 Mopnch good before e com-
mencement of the FruFt, and in that interval of
tima, they proffer’d to enceriain me with more
divertiog Game than any I had {een before. They
propos’d o go fikeen or fixceen Lézgues further up
the Country, afluring me, that they knew of 2 cer-
tain place shat lLad che molt advantageous litvad-

on
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on it the World, both for Pleafurs and Profit, and
that afforded great plenty of Osters, of the Skins of
which they mean'd to makea great Cargoe.  Ac
cordingly we poll’'d down our Hutts, and havinp
imbarqo’d in our Canows, {sil’d wp the River, i
we camne to a licde Lake of two Lezgues in Circem.
farence, at the end of which we faw another great.
er Lake, divided from this by an Ithows of x40
Paces in length. We pitch’d our Hurts at the 51.
fance of a from that Iihmos 3 and fome
of the Savages Alh'd for Trouts, while che reft wire
“imploy'd inlaying Traps for the Octers upon the
brinks of the fake. Thefe Traps are mads of firg
Stakes plac’d it theform of an oblong Quadrangle,
fo as to make a litde Chamber, the Door of which
is kept up, and fupported by a Stake. To the mid-
dte of this Srzke they tyea ftring which pafles tbr
2 liecle fork, and bas a Troae well falte’d o the
end of it Now, when the Octer comes on fhear,
and {zes this bait, he putsabove half his Body in-
to thart fatal Cage, in orderte fwallow the Fifh;
but he nolooner rouches, than the Gring (o which
“tig made falt pulls away the Stake that fupports the
Door, upon which an beavy and loaded Door Rl
upon his Reins and quafkes him. During our Pil-
grimage in that parvof the Connrry, the Savages
rook above ewo hundred and Afty Cansdz Otters;
the Skins of which are infinitely prittier thae thofe
of Mufrovy or Sweden. The befr of ’ein which are
rot worth two Crowns in this place, are 0l in
Erance for four or five, and fometimes for ten, if
they are black and very rouph, As foon as the 52
vages had fer cheir Traps, they gave orders co their
Staves ro go round the Lake every Morning, in o
der to take our the amphibious Animals. Afeer
that they conducted me w the above-mention’d Hib-
mus, where |was furpriz'd ro fee a ft of a Purk
w Fence made of Trees, feli'd one upon another,
and
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and interlac’d with Thorns and Branchies 5 with «
quadrangnlar inclofure of Seakes acthe end of i,
the entry of which was very narrow. They pave
e to koow, that they uled to hune Hares in thae
Place, and promis'd to divert me witls the fhew, as
foon as the Enclofores werea lictle mended. 1n ek
fett, they carry’d metwo or three Leagues off, up-
on fich Roads as had ncthing on either Gde bbe
Fensand Marfhes 3 and afeer ehey had difpers'd chem-
felves, fome on ope hand and fome on the other,
with a Dog for every Mang I faw 2 great many
Harts rupringto and again, in quelt of places of
Safcty. The Savage that I Eept company with,
affuc’d me, thathe aad 1 had no occafion co walk
very faft, becanle he bad took the firaightelt and
the ncareft Road. Before us we faw above ten
Harts, which were forc’d to tarn back, rather than
theow thernfelves into the Marth, of which they
could never get clear. At laft, afrer walking a
great pace, and running now snd then, we seriv'd
at the Park, and found the Savages Iying flac npon
the Ground all reand it, is order o That H%EE
the entry of the flake Inclofure as foon as the 5
enter’d.  We found thirty five Harisin the plaes,
and, if the Park had been becter fenc’d, we mighe
have had above fixty; for che nimbieft and lighteft
of ’em, skip’d over Tefﬂra they came to enter thg
foclofore, We kill'd a greac many of “em, but
fhar'd the Dams, becaufe they wers great with yonng.
1ask°d of the Savages the Tongnes and the Marrow
of the Hares, which they gave me very readily,
The Fiefhwas very far, but noe delicions, except-
ing fome few bits aboue the Ribs. Bae after all,
this  was not our only Game ; for two days aftes
we went aBear-hunting, and the Savages whofpend
three parsof four of their life iz Hunting in the
Woods, are very desscrous at that Exercife, efpsci-
ally in fingling out the Tru[;lks of the Trees upon

w
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which the Bears Neftle. I could not bot adnvre
their knowledge inthat Point, when, as we wers
walkingup and down in a Forcft, at the diftance
of an hundred Pacesone from another, I heard one
Savage call to znother, Herd's ¢ Bear. 1 aske “emihow
he knew that there wasa Bear upon the Tree which
he knock'd with his Axe ; and they all reply’d, that
“toras as cafily diftingoil'd as the print of an Elks
foor in che grmw. For five ar ix times they never
mifi’d 3 for after they had knock'd two or thres
times npon the Trunk of the Tree, the Bear came
cut of its hole, and was prefently fhot. The Cana-

ds Dears are extream black, but not mifchievons,

for they never artack one, ualels they be wounded

ot fi‘d upon. They are {o fat, efpecially in the

Autumn, that they can fcarcs walk : Thofe wiich

we kill’d were exream fat, bor their fat is good for

nothing but tobe bomt, whereas their Flelk, and,

abave all; their Feet are very mice Viduals, The

Savages affirm, thar no Flefh is {b delicious as thar

of Bearsy and indeed, Ithink chey are in che righc

of it, While we rang'd up and down in guelt of
Bears, we had the pleafurs of fjrying fome Martins
and wild Cats upon the branches ofthe Trecs, which
the Savages fhoo in the ead to preferve cheir Skin,
But the moft Comical thing [ faw, was che Stupk
. dity of the Wood-hens, which fie upon the Trees
in whole Flocks, and are kill'd one after another,
withour ever offuing w fti. Commonly the Sz-
vages li:aorac “em with Acrows, for they fay they
arz et wordh a thaot of Powder, which is 2ble o
kill an Eik or an Hari. I have ply'd this fore of
Fowling iy the Nzighbouthood of onr Cantons or
Iabitations fu e Winrer dine, wich the help of 2
Drogr whio fuund our the Tros by feene, and then
bark’d; upon wliizh 1approachi'd o the Tree, and
found the Fowls upon the DBranches, When
the thaw came, L wene twoor thice Leagnes fur
rhicr
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ther up the Lake, in Company with fomé Canedzfe;’
on purpofe to fee that Fow] flap with its Wings.
Telieve me; Sir, this Ggheis one of the gresteft Cu-
iofiddes in the World ; for cheir flapping makes &
noife much like char of a Drum all aboue, for che
fpace of a Minute or thereabouts ; then the noifé
ceafes for half a quarcer of an Hour, after which
it begins again, By dhiis noife we were diredted o
the place where the unfortunate Mootr-hens Lit,
and found ’em npon rotten moffy Trees, By flap-
ping one Wiag againft che other, they mean tocall
their Mates 3 and the bumming noife that infues
thereupon, may be hicard half a quarter of 2 Leagua
oft. This they do only in the Mondis of Apil;
May, Seprember, and Oléober 5 and, which is veryre-
markable, a Moothen never flaps in this manner,
but ppon ene Tree, Jebegins ar the break of day,
and gives aver at nine a Clock in the Morning; ull
about an hour before Snnfec that i fineters again,
and continues fo todo till Night: I proteft to yon,
that I have frequently concented my folf with fec-
ing and adwiving the ﬂn_[’:piug of their Wings with-
out offering to thoot ar "em.

Befides the pleafire of fo many differsnt forés of
Diverlion, [ wasiikewife enrertain’d in the Woods
with the company of the honeft old Gemlenen thae
livid in former Ager. Honelt Homer, the amiable
Awacreon, and my dear Lucien, were my infepara-
ble Companions. Arﬁﬁfa too defir'd paffionacely
to go along with us, but my Canow was too it
to hold his bulky Equipage of Peripatecick Sido-

ilms: So that he was e’en fain to rrudge back wo
the Jefuits, who vouchfaf’d him a very honourable
Recaption. 1had 2 preat deal of reafon to rid my
felf of that great Philofopher’s Cn-m.IEany ; for his
ridicufous Jargon, and his fenfelefs Tecms, would
have frighted the Savapes ove of theic wies.  Fars-
welly Sir; 1ain now ar i;'d 9t omee; at the end of
Lk my
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my Game and my Letter. I have beard no Newy
from Quebes, where they cominug to make mighty
Preparations for {oine confiderable Enterprife. Time
will difcover a great many things, a8 Account of
which I mean to tran{mic to yon by the Ships that
are to leave this Flarbour in the end of Adupwmn, |
conclude with my wival Coraphment,

Towrs, &,

LETTER XH.

Dated at 5r, Helews, over-againtt Mowresl,
Fume 8. 16875,

The Chevalier de Vaundreutll arriver in Canyda
with feme Troops. Both the Regular ?'rmp;
and the Militia, are pofled ar St Helens, G
a readingfs to wrarch againff the Iroquele.

SIR,

. I Have fuch a budgeefull of News, that I know
not where to begin, 1 receiv'd Leeters but now
frota M. Sewddzy’s Office 5 by which I have Advice,
thar Orders are fent to Mr. Dewsmville 1o allow me o
go for France, upon my private Concerns. No lons
get fince than Yefterday, he told mz I fhould have
Leave to go after che Campaign is over. My Rela-
tions wrice, thet the procoring of this Leave coll “sm
a great deal of pains ; and shac che fooner 1 come o
DParzr, “ewiil be che better for me,

The Governcur amriv'd av Momaad theee or four
days ago, with ail clie Militia of the Countey, who
lie now incamp'd along wich our Troops in that
Ifland.  Mr. I¥ dmblemone has been atr Qwebec thie
Menth, with fivs er (ix fecond Rare Ships, ha‘;hng

il'd



