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falfe J for the poor Man could do no more thaa he 
did. Jull now^ I was informed that Mv.Hamauf^ 
• Mr.Momoruer^ and Mr. Dm ivats^ three Captains of 
ShipSj are arrived at Quebec^ with .a defign to pafe 
the-Winter there^ and tO'affift him as Coanfellors ; 
and that the laft of thefe'three has brought with him 
an.. Independent Companyj to be commanded by 
himfelf. 

I ftiall have no opportunity of writing again'be­
fore the' next Spring ; for the laft. Ships that are to 
return, for Frame this yearj are now ready to fail 

• lam^ SlRy Tours^ &a 

L E T T E R VIIL . 

Dafed at Monreal^ June 28; 1685** 

Reprefenting the Fortifications «?/Monreal, md 
tbe^ indijcreet 2ieal of the Priejis^ ivko are 
Lords of that Town: With a Defcription of 
Cliambli^ and of the Commerce of the Savages 
upon the great Lakes. 

SI R,^ 

I Have juft received .yourSj by a fmall VelTel of, 
Bourdeaux loi^dcd with Wine; _which is the firft 

that came to Q^ekc this Yean I am mightily pleased 
to hear that the King has granted to Mr. de la Sdk 
four Ships-j to go upon the Difcovery of the Mouth 
of the Mijfijifi% and cannot but admire your Curio-
fity, in defiring to know the Occurrences of this 
Place, and how 1 fpent my time in the Wititer. 

Mt. deCdUeres was no fooner poffefs'd of Ws Go*-
vernment̂ .,than he ordered all the Inhabitants of this 
Town^ and of- the adjacent Country^ to cut dowa 
and bring in great Stakeŝ  of fifteen Foot in lengthy 
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to forrrfie the Town« During the Winter, thefe <3r̂  
ders were purfued with fo much Application^ tha£ 
all things are now ready for making che Inclofurej' 
in which five or fix hundred Men are to be impIoyU 
I fpent part of the Winter in Hunting with the Ak 
gonkm^ in order to a more perfea knowledge of 

. their Language; and the reft I ipent in this Place^ 
with a great deal of uneafinefs: for̂  here we cm-
not enjoy our felveŝ  either at Play^ or in vifiting 
the Ladies-J but 'tis prefently carried to the Cu^ 
raters ears, who takes publick notice of it in the 
Pulpit. His Zeal goes fo far^ as even to name 
the Perfons: and fmce he refufes the Sacrament of 
the Holy Supper to Ladies of Quality ,̂, upon the moft 
fiender Pretences^ you may cafily guefs at the other 
iteps of his Indifcretion- You cannot imagine to 
what a pitch thefe Ecclefiaftical Lords have Icrew'd 
their Authority: They excommunicate all thd 
M.askŝ  and wherever they ipy ""em̂  they run after 
^cm to uncover their Faces^ and abufe 'em in a re­
proachful manner: In fine-, they have a more watch­
ful eye over the Condud of the Girls and married 
l/Yomenj than their Fathers and Husbands have. 
They cry out againft thofe that do not receive the 
Sacrament once a Month | and at Ea^er they oblige 
all forts of Perfons to give in Bills to their ConfelTbrs, 
They prohibit and burn all the Books tbat treat of 
any other Subjed: but Devotion, When 1 think of 
this Tyranny^ I cannot but be inrag'd at the imper** 
tinent Zeal of the Curate of this City„ This iohti-
mane Fellow came one day to my Lodging, anJ 
finding the Romance of the Adventures of Petromm 
upon my Table, he fell upon it with an unimagina­
ble fory^ and tore out almoft all the leaves^ This 
Book I valued more than ray Life, becaufe "'twas ooi 
caftratedj and indeed I was fo provokVJ wheA I iaW 
k all in wrack, that if my Landlord had not held 
me, I had gone immediasely to that tarbulent P J -
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lior^s Houfe^ and would have pluck'd out the Hairs 
of his Beard with as little mercy as he did the Leaves 
of my-BooL Thefe Animals cannot content them­
felves with the ftudying of Mens Aiftions^ but they 
muft likewife dive into their Thoughts. ^ By this 
Sketchy Sir̂  you may judge what a pleafant Life we 
lead here. 

The 30th of the laft March the Ice melted; and 
the River being then open^ I was fent with a fmafl 
Detachment to ChamhU: for commonly the Sun re-
fumes its Vigour here much about that time. Cham-^ 
bli ftands on the brink of a Bafin^ about five or fi'S, 
Leagues off this Place: Tbat Bafio is two Leagues ia 
Circumference^ and receives the Lake of Ckampla'm 
by a Water-fall chat is a League and a half io length; 
out of which there arifes a River that difembogues af 
S&rel into the River of St. Laurence^ as I intimated a-
bove'in my fourth Letter. In former times this-
Place had a great Trade in Beaver-skins^ which is-
now decayed: for thoSoceok^y the Mahmgans^ and 
the Openmgos^ uŝ d formerly to refort thither in IhoalSjr 
to exchange their Furs for other Goods; but at pre-̂  
fent they are retir '̂d to the EngU^^ Colonies, to avoid 
the purfuit of the Iro^uefe, The Cbamplmn Lake^ 
ivhich lies above that Water-fall, is eighty Leagues in 
circumferenceo At the end of this Lake we met with 
another, c^Wd S.S act ement, by which one may go-
?ery eafily to NcW'Tork^thtvt being but a Land-carri­
age of two Leagues from thence to the River Du Fer^-
which falls into the Manathe, While I was at Cham-
bit:, I faw two Canows loaded with Beaver^skins pafe-
privately by that way; and ^twas thought they were 
lent thither by Mr. de la Barre. This fmuggling wa}'̂  
of Trade is exprefiy prohibited: for they are oblig'd^ 
to carry thefe Skins before the Office of the Compa­
ny, where they are rated at an Hundred and 60 fer 
Cent. lefs than the Engh^i buy 'em at in their Colo'-
nK% Bat th@ littk Fort that Ita-ads at the bottoiB 

of 
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of the Water-'fall, upon the brink of the Bafin erf 
Chamhli, being only fingle Pallifadoes^ it cannot hin­
der People to pafs that way; efpecially confidering 
that the Profped, of fo great a profit, renders the 
Paffengers the more daring. The Inhabitants of the 
adjacent Villages are very much exposed to thelncur-
fions of the Iroquefe in time of War. Notwithftand^ 
ing the weaknefs of the Fort̂  I continued in that 
place a Month and a halfi and then I returned hither^ 
where Mr. de la Barre arrived fome days after j being 
accompany^d with Mr. Hemaut^ Mr. Montortkr^ and 
Mr* du Rivau. Much about the fapie day there ar­
rived 25 or 30 Canows, belonging to the Coureursdt 
Bc^, being homeward bound from the great Lakesj 
and laden, with Beaver-skins. The Cargo of each 
Ganow amounted to 40 Packŝ  each of which weighs 
50 pound,,and will fetch $0 Crowns at the Farmers 
Offices Thefe Canows were followed by Somm^ 
of the Outaouas and Htmns^ who come down e?ery 
Year to the Colony^ in order to make a better Mar­
ket than they can do in their own Country of Jfp"-
Umakinac^ which lies on the Banks of the Lake of 
Hurons^ "Zt the Mouth of the Lake of the MUnefii 
Their way of Trading is as follows. 
' 0pon their firft Arrival, they incamp at the di­
ftance of five or fix hundred Paces from the Towrii 
The next day is fpent in ranging their Canows, un­
loading their Goods, and pitching their Tents, which 
are made of Birch Bar£' The next day afccr̂  they 
demand Audience of the Governour General j which 
is granted _ 'em that fame day in a publick place. Up­
on this Occafion, each Nation makes a Ring for it 
felf; the Savages fit upon the Ground with their Pipes 
in their Mouths, and the Governour is fcated in an 
arm'd Chair; after which, there ftarts up an Orator 
or Speaker from' one of thefe Nations, who makes 
an Harangue, importing^ 'That his Brethren*are 
' QomQ-m vifirthc .Governour general, and to rmtw 
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^ With him their wonted Friendfhip: That thdr chief 
^ View is, to promote the Intereft of the French;, fome 
^of whom being unacquainted with the way of 
^ Traffick, and being too weak for the tranfpordng 
^ of Goods from the Lakes, would be unable to deal 
* in Bcaver-'Skinŝ  if his Brethren did not come in 
^ perfon to deal with êm in their own Colonies^ 
^ That they know nvy well how acceptable their. 
^ Arrival is to the Inhabitants of M?^re /̂, in-regard of 
^ the Advantage they reap by ic t That in regard the 
*̂  BeaVir*skins arefimch valued ill France^ and .th@ 
^ French Goods given in exchange are of an incdnfi-
^,derable Value, they mean to give the French fnSicU 

• ^ ent proof of their readinefs to furnifh 'em with 
^ what they defire fo earneftly: That by way of pre^ 
^ paration for another Years Cargo, they are como 
* to take in Exchange^ Fufeeŝ  Powder^ and Ball̂  
^ in^^rder to hunt griwt numbers of Beaverŝ  or to 
^ gall thes Jrqmfi^ in cafe they offer to difturb thd 
^ French Settlements: And^ I0 ftne. That in €oa;fir«* 
^ miatioB of their Words^ they throw a Purcelain 
^ Cdkf with fome Beaver-skins to the Kitchi-Okimd 
^ (fo they call the Governour-General) whofe Pro« 
^ tedion they lay claim to ia cafe of any Robbery of 
^ Abufe committed upon 'em ia the Town. 

The Spokcfman having made an end of Ms 
Speechj returns to his Place^ and takes up his Pipe: 
and then che Interpreter explains the Sabftance of 
che Harangue to the Governonr^ who commonly 
gives a irery civil Anfwer^ efpecially if the Prefent 
be valuable: in confideratlon of which, he Hkewifd 
makes them a Prefent of fome trifling things. Thii 
done^ the Savages rife ip> and return to their Hutts 
to make fuitable Preparations fof the enfuing Trucks , 

The nezt day the Savages make their Slaves carry 
the Skim to the Iloufes of ihe Merchants, who bar-̂  
gain with *em for fuch Cloaths as ihcy war̂ t. Al! che 
Inhabitants of Mmrml arc allowed to traffick with 
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^on in any Commodity but Wine and Brandy; thefe 
two being excepted upon the account chat when 
the Savages have got what they wanted̂ ,̂  and:have a-
ny Skins jeft^ they drink co excefŝ . and then kilt 

• their Slaves; for when they are in drink, they qual^ 
fel and fight; and if they were not held by thofe 
who are fober̂  wou'd certainly make. Havock one 
of another. - However^ you muft obferve^ that none 
of 'em will touch either Gold or Silver.. Tis a co­
mical fight, to fee ""em running from. Shop to Shop̂ .̂  

• ftark naked, with their Bow and Arrow- The ni­
ter fort of Women are wont to hold their Fans be­
fore their eyes, to prevent their being frighted with 
the view of their.ugly Parts. But thefe merry Com­
panions, who know the brisk She^Merchaiits as well 
as we, are not wanting in making an OiFer, which^ 
is fometiraes accepted of̂  when the Prefent is of 
good Mettle^ If we may credit the common Report̂ ^ 
there are moEe than one or two of the Ladies of this 
Country, whole Confhocy and Vertiie has held out 
againft the Attacks of feveral Officers, and at the 
fame time voochfard a free accefs to, thefe nafty 
Lechers. "̂ Tis prefonfd; their CooipHance was the 
Effed; of Curiofity, rather than of any nice ReliHi | 

• for, in a word, the Savages are neither brisk, nor 
eonftanc. But whatever is in the matter, the Wo­
men are the more excufable upon .this Head, that 

. fuch Opportunities are very unireguent. 
As:foon as the Savages have made an md of their 

Truck, they take leave of the Governour, and fo re-̂ : 
turn home by the River of 0̂ #̂ ?̂̂ /̂.. To conclude^ 
Jhey did a great deal of good both to the Poor and 
Rich J for you will'readily apprehend/ that every 
body turns Merchant upon fuch occafionsw 

lam^ SIR^ Tmrsj &c. 
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LETTER IX. 

Dated at BmckermHey O6loh i. i68 y, 

SeiMg M Aamni §f the Cmmerce and Trade ^/ 
Monreal: Of the zlrrivai §f the Marqgis ^f 
Denofwille with fome Trmps; and of the recai^ 
liMg 0f Mr« cle la Barre. With a cMrims Be--

fcrlpiimi §fcertaiM IJcenfes fbr TradiMg IM Bea* 
ver'^skks i# the remote C^imiries, 

SIR, 

I Received your fecottd Letter three Weeks ago, but 
could not fend a fpccdier Anfwer̂  by reafon thac 

none of our Ships have yet fet Sail for Frawm Since 
you want to know the nature of tbe Trade of Mw-
toi/, be pleased to tale the following Account. 

Ahmm ^\\ the Merchants of that City ad ohiy oa 
the behalf of the Q^uekc Merchants^ whofe Fai^ors 
they arc* The Barques which carry thither dry 
Coiiiiiiodlties^ as well as Wine atid Brandy^ are but 
few ill number; hue then ihcy make feveral Voyages 
ill one Year frciiii the one City m th: odicr. The 
Iiiliabitancs of the lllifid of Mimrcai^ and tiie adja­
cent Caiicoiis* repair twice a Year to the City of 
M^wrial^ where cliey buy Commodities fifty pir dm. 
dearer thaa at ^akc. Thc^Saviiges of ihe eeigh- , 
bouting Countries, whether fctcled or crratick, car­
ry tliichcr the SMns of Baifcr% Elkŝ  Caribous^ Fo-̂  
scsj, and wild Cats; all which^ they truck for Bu(ms» 
Fowder, Lead, and other Meceffariei There every 
one IS illaw\l to trade; and indeed 'cis ihe beft place 
for the getting cf an Eflace In a lliort sima All ihe 
Merchants have fuch a pcrfeft good miderflandiiig 
îiitj wi-rli a?iotlî "5r, rh:\i t\:ty all fell ai th"-' foxrJ: price, 

B .̂ But 
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feut whoftthe Inhabitants of the Country find ^^x 
trices .e^orbitant^ they raife their Commodities in 
proportion* The Gendemen that have a Ch-srge of 
Childi:e% efpecially Daughters^ are bblig'd robe 
good HusbaiidSs in order to bear the Expence cf the 
magnificent Cloaths with which they are fet -ofFj 

^ for Prldsj Vanity^ and Luxuryj reign as much in 
New France as io Old France, In my opinion;, "'twould 
do well̂  if theXiog would order Commodides to 
be rated at a reafonable Price, and prohibit the fel« 
ling ofGoId or Silver Brocadoes, Fringes^ and Rib­
bands^ as well as Points and rich Laces, 

The Marqms of Denon'vlUe is come to f^ccttd 
Mx. de la Barre in the quality of Governour-General; 
for the King has recalFd Vk. de la Barre^ upon the 
Accufations laid againft him by his Enemies* To be 
fare^you who are in France know better tha0 I5 that 
Mr« de Demnville was Maitre ie Camp^ to the QHeea> 
Regiment of Dragoons^ which Place he fold to 
Mv.Murcey when the King beftow'd this Goveriv 
mmt upon him -^ and^ that he brought with him 
fome Companies of Marines^ befides his Lady and 
his Children: for it feems the danger and inconve-
niencies that attend fuch a long and troublefome 
Voyage^ made no Impreffion upon her. This Go­
vernour ftay'd at firft fome Weeks at Qmbec^ after 
which, he came to Monreal^ with 5*00 or 600 Men 
of Regular Troops^ and fent back the Captains Hai^ 
naut^ Montonkr^ dxid du Rivo^ with feveral other Of­
ficers* His Army is now in Winter Qaarters- ail 
round Monreal My -Quarters, are at a Place call'd 
BomherviUe^ which lies at the diilaiice of three Leagues 
from' Monreal I have been here fifteen Bays, and 
ill all appearance IhalUive more happily than in̂  tbe 
Town^ abating for the Solitade; for at leaft 1 (ball .̂  
have no odier opposition to enconnter in the cafe of 
Balls, Gamingj or Feafting^ but the zealous Freaks 
M aiilly Frieit,. 1 am iafornf d̂  that the Goverfiour. 

• h a s 
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hm given Orders to compleat the Fortifications of 
Mmred^ and is now ready to embarque for Quehc^ 
where our Governours qommonly pate the Winter^ 
The Savages I fpoke of in my laft̂  met the Iro^mji 
opon the great River of the Omamm^ who informed 
êm that the EngU^^ were making Preparations to 

Iraofport to their ¥illages in MiffilimaMmc, better 
and cheaper Commodities than thofe ihey had from 
the Frmk This piece of News did equally alarm 
the Gentlemen 5 the Pedlers calfd CoMreurs de Bou^ 
and the Merchants; who^ at that rate^ wpuld be 
confiderable Lofers: for you muft know, that Cam^ 
da fubiifts only upon the Trade of Skins or Furrs^ 
three fourths of which come from the People that 
live round the great Lakes: So that if the EngUp 
ftould put fuch a Defign in execurio% the whole 
Coanery would faffer by i t ; efpecially confidering^ 
that 'twould fink certain Licenfcs: an Account of 
which will be proper in this place* 

Tlicfe Licenfes are granted in Writing by the Go^ 
vernours Genera!̂ , to poor Gentlemen and old Offî  • 
cars who have a Charge of Children. They are dif̂  
pos'd of by the King's Orders; and the Defign of 
'm\ is, to enable fuch Perfons to fend Commodities 
to thefa Lakes* The Number of the Perfons thus 
iniixiwcr'dj ought not to exceed twenty five in one 
Year: but God knows how many more have private 
I'iceiifei, AH other Ferfoosj, of what Quality or 
Condicion foever̂  are prohibited to go or fend to 
thefe lakcs^ without fuch Licenfes^ ynderthe pain 
of Duati). Each Liccafe extends co the kding of 
two gnat Canows; and whoever procnr^es^ whole 
or,a half Licenfefor himfelf, may either make )i(% 
0f'ir hiiiifclfj or fell it to the highefl Bidden Com­
monly tticy are boagtit at (i% hundred Crowns a-
piece. Thofe who purchafe *em are at ao trouble 
In fiiidiog l^edkrs or Foreft-Rangers to undertake... 
th& Img Voyageŝ  which fetch the moll coafiderabl^ 
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Gaiii%- and commonly extend to a Year̂ ^ and forjie-̂  
times more. The Merchants put into the two Ca­
nows ftipulated in the Licenfe^ fix Men with a thon-
fand Crowns-worth of Goodŝ , which are, rated to 
the Pedlars at ftfteen per Cent, more than what they 
are fold for in ready Money in the Colony«.• When 
the Voyage is perform^d^ this Sum of a thoufand 
Crowns commonly brings in feven hundred per Cent.' 
clear profit̂  and fometimes more^ fometimes lefs; 
for thefe Sparks cdfd Couretirs de Bok bite the Savar 
ges moft dexteroully^ and the lading of two -Ca­
po wŝ  computed at a chonfaed Crowns^ is a Pur­
chafe lor as many Beaver-skins as will load four Ca-̂  
nowss Now^ four Canows will carry a htindred and 
fety 'Packs of Skinŝ  that iŝ  forty a-.piece-; and • 
yeckoniog each Pack to be worth fifty GrownSj the 
value of the whole amounts m eight thoufand' • 
Crowns. As to the Repartition of this extravagant 
l̂ rofir̂  \is made after the foilowiog manner :• In the 

• irft piace^ the Merchant takes out of the whole bulk 
fî  hundred Crowns for the Purchafe of his Licenfe| •• 
tlien a,thoufand Crowns for the prime Coft of the 
exported Commodities. After this^ there • remaitis-
6400'Crowns of Surplufage^ oat of which the" Mer­
chant takes forty per Cent, for Bottomree^ which a« 
•IBOunts to x^6o Crowns; and the P^emainder is di­
vided equally among the fix Coureurs d^ Bm^ who get 
little more than" 600 Crowns a-piecs: and indeed I 
muft fay 'cis fairly earn'd; for.their Fatigue is in­
conceivable, 'in.the rnean cimê  you muft reinark^ 
chifover and above the-foregoing' profit̂ " the Mer­
chant gets z^perCent^ npbti his Beaver-sfcins by car-
yying them" to ̂  the'Office of the Farmers .General^ 

' ̂ vhere the' Price of four forts of Beaver-̂ skins. is hx^d^ 
II the Merchant fells i:hefe Skins to any"private Man 
In the Country for ready MoB.?ŷ ' .'he is paid'in the 
cî rr̂ fit Money of the Country, 'which is of lefs va­
lue th'^n the Bills of Exchange that the Diredor, of 

' • th^E 
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th^t Office.draws upon Roche! or Farm; for there 
they are'paid in French Livres, which are twenty 
Sdsy whereas aCamda Livre is but fifteen Sols. This 
Advantage of 2^ per Cent, is cdVd^k Benefice; but 
take notice^ that 'tis only to be had upon Beaver-
skins : for, if you pay to a ̂ e^^^Merchant 400 Ĉ « 
wada Livres in Silver̂  and take from him a Bill .of 
Exchange upon his Correfpondent in France^ his 
Correfpondent will pay 00 more than 300 Frmch 
Livreŝ  which is a jufl: Equivalent 
' This' is the taft Intelligence I Ihall .give you'for 
this Year̂  which has already brought in a very cold 
Autumn. The Quebec Ships muft fee Sail in the mid­
dle-of Î '̂y.eŵ er̂  purfuant to the wonted Cuftom^ 
lam", 

• SA R, 

' L E T T E R X. • 

•Dated^tBouchervilk Jmlj 8« 1684 

Relating the Arrival -̂ Z ^ r . de Charapigni^ iM_ 
the room of Mr. de Mcules, mho is recall d: U 
France; the arrival of the Troops that .came 
along with him^ the curiofity of the Rackets.^ 
and the may ef hunting Elks; with a Defcrifi^ 
tion of that Anirml. 

' Sr-LR, 

THough Iliave not heard- from you this yeaf̂ ^ 
yat I will noE flight this opportunity of wri­

ting toyoii. Some Ships from France are arrived ^x 
^ekc^^ %nd have brought over Mr. d^ Qbamplgni No-^ 

E 4 "" ' mua^ 
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toua^ with fome Companies of Marines. He ccmei 
€0 fupply the place of Mr. is Medesy whom the 
.Kli'g'reallsupoa the imjuft complaints .that ate 
Xfade of ]Am. He is charged with preferring his 
.private Intereft to the publick Good; but the charge 
is falfê  and he will eafily clear himfelf lam apt 
tp believe he may have carr/d on fome under-
liand Commercej but in fo doing he injur'̂ d no bo-
% I nay^ on she contrary he has procured Bread 
for a thoufand poor Creatures^ that without his At 
fiflance would have ftarv'd for Hunger. This new 
Intendant is defcended of one of the moft Iliuftrî  
ous Famil.ie$of theRobein France. He is faid to 
•fee a Man of Honour, and Fame entitles ̂ fs Lady to 
a diftingurfhing Merit: I underftand^ lie and Mr. 
J)enm'vtiez.t^homd fpeedily forMo?^^^^ • where they 
mean to take a review of the Inhabitants of this 

Tfian^^ and of the Neighbouring .Cantoos« Probâ -. 
foly/they take fuch precautions in order to'fome 
m^w effort againft the Iroquefe. Lafl* Winter we bad 
no new Occurrences in the Colony. I fpent t|ie 
whole Winter ^t the hunting of .Drignals of Eiks a-
long with the Savageŝ  whofe Language I am lear­
ning, as Ihaye intimated to you feveral times. 

The hunting of Elks is performed upon the Snow^ 
^ith fuch Rackets as you fee defigrfd in thcmnQx'd 
Cutt-o ' Thefe ii/̂ rl̂ î are two Foot and a half lougi 
and fourteen Inches broad ; their ledges arc m.ade 
0f s'very hard Wood^ about an Inch thicf̂ ^ ?hat 
faftens the Net̂  juft |ike a Tennis Rackety from 
which ihey^ differ only in this; that t̂hofp for the 
Tennis are made of Gut-ftrings,. whereas the,.others 
^re raade of h"ttle thongs of the skins of Hares pt 
'0h. In theCot^ you may perceive two little fpar̂ , 
pf Wood, which runa-crofs ^o render thp Net.fir-
pier and IlifFer. The hole that '̂ ŝ ppears by the twq 
l̂ atchets^ is the place in which they put the'Toe^ 
kad fore-part of che fpptf fp that 'cis %ic§ faft by 
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the two LatchetSj which run twice round about the , 
Heel̂  and every ftep they make upon the Snow^ 
the fore-part of the Foot finks into that holê  as of­
ten as they raife their Heel By the help of this 
Contrivance they walk fafter upon, the Snow^ than, 
one can do with Shoes opop a beaten path,: And 
indeed "'tis fo neceifary for them^ that t̂would be 
otherwife impoffible .not only to hunt and range 
the Woodŝ  but even to go to Churchy ^ notwith­
ftanding they are fo near; for commonly the Snow" 
is three or four Foot- deep in that Country during 
the Winter. Being oblig'd to march thirty or forty 
Leagues in the Woods in purfuit of the above-
mention'd Animals^ I found that thefatsgueof the 
Journey equafd the pleafure of it. . 

• The Orignal is a fort of Elk/'not much different 
from that we find in Mufcovy, -̂ Tis as big as ao 
Auvergm Moyle^ and much of the fame Ihapê  aba­
ting for itsMuzzle^ itsTail^ and its great flat Horns^ 
which weigh fometimes 300̂  and fometimes 400 
weight/ if we may credit thofe who pretend to have 
weighed 'em« This .Ammat ufually reforts . to... 
planted Countries^ Its Hair is beg and brown,; 
and the Skin is ftrong and hard^ bur nof thick. The 
Flelh of the Orignd^ efpecially that' of the Female 
fort̂  eats delicioufly ; and "cis iaid^ that the far 
hind Foot of the Female kind^ is a Cure for the 
Falling-Sicknefi; it neither runs nor skipsj but its 
trot will almoft keep up with the running of a Hart. 
The Savages affure uŝ  that in Summer 'twill trot, 
three Days and three Nights without intermiffion. 
This fort of Animals commonly gather into a body 
towards the latter end qf Autumn; and the Herds are 
la.rgeft in the beginning of the Spring, af which time 
the flie ones are in rutting; but after their heat is over̂  
they all difperfe • themfelves. We hunted %m in 
fhe following manner: Firft of all̂  we went 40 

. |.ê gii@$ to thf I^orthward of the Rivff of % Lau-^ 
•• •̂••"- • •" " ' " rems 
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. rense^ •'•where we found a litde Lake of three' or four 
Leagues ia. Circumference, and upon the banks of 
that Lake^ we made Hutts for our leIv€s.„of the barks 
of Trees^having. firft cleared the Ground of the Snow 
that covered it* In our Journey thither^ we kilfd 

•' as many Hares and Wood-hens^ as we could eat 
When we had fitted up oiir Hutts^ the Savages went 
out upon the difcovery of the Elkŝ  fome to the 
Northward^ and fome to the South;-to the diftance 
of two or.three Leagues from, tbe Hutts. • As foon 

.. as they difcover'd any frelh foot-fteps^ they de» 
tach'd ooe of their number to, give us notice^ t o the 
end^ -that the whole Company might have the plea-
'fure of feeing tliechace- We trac'̂ d thefe fbot-̂  
fteps fometimes for one^' and fometimes for . two 
Leagueŝ  and ' then fell in with ;fivê  te% 'fifteen or 
twe.nry Elks in a body; which prefently beeook 
themfelves to flighty whether a part. or in a-̂  Body^ 

• and funk into the Snow up to their Bresft» Where 
the Snow was hard'and condenfated, or where the 
froft following, wet Weather had glaz'd it abo.ve^ 

.'we csme .up with 'em afre? che chace of a -qoarter 
of a League : But when the Snow, was fofc or Juft-
fallen^ 'we were- fore'd to purfue 'em'three or four 
Leagues before we could catch ^em^ urilefs the Dogs ,• 
happen '̂d to ftop'em where' the Snow was very- deep. 
When we came up wirh them_̂  the Savages fired 
upon êm with Fufees. if the Elks be much inr.ag'4 
theyll fometimes turn upon the Savageŝ  who co­
ver themfelves with Boughs in order to keep off theif 
Feet̂  .with which .they would cruOi/em to. pieces. 
x4s foon as they are kiifd^ the Savages make ' oew 
Hutts upon the fpot̂  with great Fires in.the tnid-
dle; while the Slaves are imploy'd in fleaing "em; 
and' ftretching out the Skins io Aeopen Air. One' 
of the Soldiers that accompany'd mê  told me- one 
Bayy that tô  withftand the violence of the Cold^ 
O|ieought, to have' his Blood composed- of Bmndf^ 
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Ills Body of Brafŝ  and his Eyes of Glafs: Atid I 
muft faŷ  he had fome ground for what he Tpokê  
for we were forced to keep a Fire all round uŝ  all 
fhe Night Ioog« Aslong ag the Flefh of thefe Ani- , 
mais laftŝ  the Savages'feldom think of'^flirriog j . 
but when 'tis all confum'd^ they then look out for 
a new Difcovery. Tfius they continue to hurit̂  
till the Snow and the Ice are melted. As foon as the 
great thaw gommences^ 'tis impoffible for 'em to 
travel far; fo that they content themfelves with the 
killing of Hares âiid Partridges^ which are very 
numerous in the • Woods. When the Mvers' are 
clear of the Ice^ they make Canows of theEik-skioSj 
which they fov¥ together very eafily^ covering the 
Seams with a fat fort of Earth inftead of pitch* 
This woik is over in four or five days time^ after 
which they return home in the Canows with all' 
their Baggage* • ^ 1 , • 

This^ Sir̂  was oar Diverllott for three M«ths In 
the Woods. V/e took fifty fix Elks^ and might have 
liird twice as many, if we had hunted for the be­
nefit of the Skins. In the Summer feafon^ the Sa­
vages have two ways of killing'cm, both of which 
are equally troublefoiiL One coniills in hanging a 
Rope* gin between two Trccs^ upon a Pafs furroui^ 
dcd with Thorns; the other is cooipaE'd by craiil-
log like Snakes among the Trees and Thickecs,̂  diid 
approaching to *tm upon the Leeward fide, fo thac 
they may be fhot with a Fufce*. liarts and Cari­
bous arc lilfd 'both ia Summer and Winter, after 
the fame manner with the Elks; ciccptiiig rh.̂ c the 
Caribou^ which are a kind of wild Affcŝ  ntake an 
eafie efopewhcn the Snow is hard^ by fcrnic of 
their broad Feet; whereas the Elk links as hkl as 
he rifcs. Ill fine, I mi fo well pkas'd vi/idi the 
limiting of thî  Cfxiiitry^ that I htzc afcilvM t:) im-
ploy all my Idfure ciiiic upon ihat Ibzaiiilu 1 m 
lavages have promifcd^ that ia chrca Mouim time 

1 
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I fhall fee other forts of chafeŝ  which will prove 
klifatigaingi and more agreeable. lam^ 

• SI R, 

• Tours^ &:c* 

• . ^ „ . . ^ ^ ^ . . . . , ^ ^ ^ — ^ — ^ — • • ' - - • • . • • . • • ^ • . . . ^ — • — ' • — — — — ^ — ^ — - « - T — « i 

• L E T T . E ' R XI 

Dated at BouchervUle May 28.- 1687^ 

Being a' curious Defcription of the Ilmting of dh 
vers Animals, 

S IR, 

Y O U complain that the lafl: year you received 
bur one of my Letters^ dated JHIJ 8. and 

with the fame breath alfure mê  that yq^ writ two to 
mQs neither of which is come to haw. I received 
a Letter from you this Day,' which-fs fo much the 
more acceptable, that I thought you had been dead., 
and that I find you continue to give proof of your 
remembrance of me. Ifiod by your Letter^ that 
you have an agreeable reliHi for the curious Elk^ 
Hunting in this Country^ and that a further aCf 
countof our other hunting Adventures^ would meet 
with a welcome Reception. IThis Curiofity^ indeed^ 
is worthy of fo great a Hunts-Man as your felff, 
but at prefent I muft beg your excufe as pp the Beat 
ver-kunting^ fori know nothing of it yet but by 
hear-fay* 

In the beginning of September:, I fet out in a Cz-
BOW upon feveral Rivers^ Marfhes,, and Pbols^ thai 
difcmbogue io the Champlain Lake^ being • accom-
pany^d with thirty or forty of the Savages that are 
very expert in ShoQting mi tjuaiingj iipd perfê lly 

wf li 
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w4t acquainted with the proper places for linding 
Water-foul^ Deer^ and other fallow Beafts. The 
firft Poft we took up was upon the fide of a Marlh or 
Fen of four or five Leagues in Circumference; and 
after we had fitted up our Hutcs^ the Savages made 
Hutts upon the Water in feveral places. Thefe Wa-
ter-Hutcs are made of the branches and leaves of 
Trees^ and contain three or four Men : For a Decoy 
they'^iave the skins of Geefê  Buftards^ and Duckŝ , . 
dry'd and ftuff'd with Hay^ the two feet being made 
faft with two Nails to a. fmall piece of a light plank^ 
which floats round the Hutt. This place being fre« 
quented by wonderful numbers of Geefê  Duck?^ 
Buftardŝ  Teals, and an iofioity of other Fowl un­
known to tliQ Europeam; when thefe Fowls fee the 
ftuff'd Skins fwimming with the Heads ereded^ as if 
they were alive^ they repair to the fame place, and 
fo give the Savages an opportunity of fliooting ̂ cm^ 
either flyings or upon the Water j after which the 
Savages get'into their'Canows and gather .̂ em up. 
They have likewife a way of catching 'cm with 
Ncts> ftretch'd upon the furface of the Water atthe 
Entries of the Rivers. In a word̂ ^ we eat nothing 
but Water-fowl for fifteen Days; afcer which we 
refolv'd to declare War againft the Turtle-Doves^ 
which are fo numerous in Canada^ that the Biihop 
has been forc'd to excommunicate 'cm ofcner thaa 
once, upon the account of the Damage they do 
to che Product of tlie Earth. With that view, wc 
inibarqued aad made cowards a Meadow^̂  in the 
Mcighbourhood of which^ the Trees were covered 
wichthatfort of Fowl^ more than with Leaves: For 
juft then 'twas the feafon in which they retire from 
the North Countries^ and repair to the Southern 
Climates; and one would have thought^ that all 
the Turde-Dovt^s upon Earth had chofe to pafs thro' 
this placa For che eighteen or twenty days that 
we Itay^d thcrCj I firmly believe that a th'ouland 

Men 
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Men might have fed • upon ""em heartily^ withouf 

• putting themfelves to any trouble. ' You muft kaow^ 
that through the middle of this Meadow there runs 
a Brook, .Upon which Land,two young Savagesfhof 

' feveral Snipeŝ  Rayies^ and a certain fort of Fowl 
calfd Bateursdefaux^ which is as big as a Quail^ mi 
eats very delicioufly. 

In the fame place we kilfd fome MmhRats^ or 
,.a fort of Animals which refemble a Rat i n their 
fliape^ and are as big as a Rabbet, The Skins of 

. thefe Rats are very much valued^ as differiag but 
little from thofe of .Beavers* Their Tefticles fmell 
fo ftrong of Musk^ that no Civet or Antilope that 
Jfia affordŝ  can boaft of fuch a ftrong and' fweet 
fmelL We fpy'd 'em in the Mornings and Eveningŝ  
at which time they ufaaliy appear upon the Water 
with their Nofe to the Windward^ and betray them­
felves to the HtintfmeO;̂  by the curling of the Wa-
ten The Fonteraux^ which are an amphibious fort of 
little Pole-C t̂s^ are catch'd after the feme manner. 
I was likewife entertained upon this occafioOj with 
the fcilliog of certain little Beaftŝ  calFd Siffmrsy or 
Whiftlers_5 with allufion to their wonted way of 
whiftling or whizzing at the Mouth of their Holes 
in fair Weather. They are as big as Hares^ but 
fomewhat ftiorter^ their Flelh is good for npthinĝ -
but their Skins are recornmended by their rarity.. 
The Savages gave fne an opportunity of hearing-
one of thefe Creatures whiftie for an hour togetheri 
after which they fhot i t To' grat.ifie the curiofity 
I had to fee fuch diverfity of Animals^ they made 
a diligent fearch for the Holes or Dens of the CV-
caicm^, and having found fome at the diftance of 
two or cfiree Leagues from the Fen upon which we 
were pofced, they conduifted me to the place* At 
che break of day we planted our felves round the 
lioles^ with our Bellies upon the Ground ; and left 
fome Slaves to hold she Dogs a Mastet-feot behind 

6s.̂  . 
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us* As foon as thefe Animals perceiv'd Day-light^ 
they came out of their Holes^ which were immedi­
ately ftopp'd up by the Savageŝ  and upon that the 

'Dogs fetched 'em up with eafe. We faw but two 
of ^em, which made a vigorous defence againft the 
Dogs^ but were ftrangled [after a difpute of half an 
hour. Thefe Animals are not unlike a Badger̂ ^ on-' 
ly they are bigger^ and more mifchievous. Tho^ 
our Dogslhew'da great deal of Courage jn attack- '̂ 
ingthQCmcaiouX:, they betray'd their Cowardice the 
Bext • day in a rencounter with a Porcupine^ which • 
we fpŷ d upon a little Tree« To obtai'n- che pleafure; 
of feeing'the Porcupine fallj we cut down the Tree | 
but neither the Dogs nor we durft go near i t : The 
Dogs only bark'd and jump'd round i t ; for it dart* 
ed ics long and hard hair like fo many Bodkins, 
three or four paces oC At laft we pelted it to 
dea,tl%^ and put it upon the fire to burn off its Darts j 
after which wo fcalded it like a Pig^ took out tbe 
IntrailSj and roaftedlt: Buttho*^ *twas veryfat^ I 
could not relifti it fo well as to comply with th@-
aifertioa of the Natives^ who alledge ,̂ that it eats 
as well as a Capon or a Partridge. 

Afcer the Turtle-Doves had all pafs'd over the 
place-j in queftof their Southern retreats^^ the Sa­
vages offered to fend fome of their number with 
Canows to conduA mc home^ before the Rivers 
and Lakes were frozen over; for themfelves were 
to tarry out for the Elk-hunting; and they imagined 
that the C^ld tod Hardlhip attending that Exercife^ 
had made me fick of it the year before, flowe-̂  
verjr we had tlien a Month good before the com­
mencement of the Froft̂  and in diat interval of 
1111% they proffer'd to entertain me with more 
diverting Game than any I had feen before* They 
proposed to go fifteen or fixteen Leagues further up 
the Country^ afluring mê  thac they knew of a car-
mm place ihas had die uiofl idvanc«igcous iitu-aci-
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on in the Worlds both for Pleafure and Profit̂  and 
that afforded great plenty of Otters^ of the Skins, of 
which they mean'd to make a great Cargoe. Ac*̂  
cordingly. we pulfd down our Hutts^ and having 
imbarqu'dio- ourCanows^ faifd up the^River^ till 
we came to a little Lake of two Leagues in Circum-
ference^ at the end of which we faw another great­
er Lake^ divided from this by an Ifthmus of i p 
Paces in length- We pitched our Hutts at the di­
ftance of a League from that Ifthmus; and fome 
of the Savages filli'd for TroutS;̂  while the refl were 

^imploy'd in laying Traps for the Otters opon the 
brinks of the Lake. Thefe Traps are made of five 
Stakes plac'd in the form of an oblong Quadrangle^ 
fo as to make a little Chamber^ the Door of which 
is kept up3, and fupported by a Stake, To the mid­
dle of this Stake they tye a ftring which paffes thro* 
a little fork̂  and has a Trout well faften'd to tb 
end of it. Now^ when the Otter comes on Jhoar̂  
2nd fees this bait̂  he puts above half his Body in- • 
£0 that fatal Cage^ in order co fwallow che FiHi; 
but he ao fooner touches^ than the firing to which 
"'tis made faft pulls away the Stake that fupports the 
Door^ upon which an heavy and loaded iSoor falls 
upon his Reins and quafhes hiin^ During our Pil­
grimage in that part of die Country^ the Savages 
took above two hundred and fifcy Canada Otters; 
the Skins of which are infinitely prittier than thofe 
of Mufco^y or Sweden. The beft of êm which are 
not worth two Crowns in this place^ are fold in 
Fra7ice for four or fife^ and fometimes for tm^ If 
they are black and very rough. As fooa as the Sa­
vages had fet their Traps, they gave orders to their 
Slaves to go round the lake every Mornings in or­
der to rake out the amphibious Animals. After 
thac rhey condudedine to the .above-mention'd Ifth-* 
mus, where 1 was fiirprizV} ro fee a foit of a Park 
or Fesce made of Tiees^ klVd one upon sriotlier^ 
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9od interlaced with Thorns and Branches j with a' 
quadrangular inclofure of Stakes at the end of ir̂  
the entry of which was very narrow. They gave 
me to kuow -̂ that, they ufcd to bunt Harts in that 
place^ and promised to divert me with rheftew^ as 
foon as, the Incloferes werea.̂  littlq mended*- . In ef« • 
fed;, theycarry'dmetwo or three Leagues off̂  up« 
on fuch Roads as had nothing on either fide but 
Fens and Marfhes; and after they- had difpers'd them-
felves,̂  fome .on..one Iiand and .fome on the otlier^ 
with a Dog for every Man j I faw-a great- many 
Harts running to and again, in qoeft of places, of 
Safety, The Savage that I kept company with^ 
affur̂ d fiiê  that he.and I had no occafion to walk 
very faft, becaufe he h^d took the ftraighteft and 
the neareft Road. Before us we faw above ten 
Harts^ which were forc'd to turn back^ rather than 
•throw themfelves into the Marlh^ of which they 
could never get clear. At kft̂  after walking a 
great pate^ and running now andthen^. we arrived 
at the Park^ and found the Savages lying flat upon 
the Ground all round it̂  in order to Ihut up the 
the entry of the Hake Inclofure as foon as the Harts 
enter'4 We found thirty five .Harts in the plaee^ 
snds if the Park had been better fenc'd^ we might 
have -̂had above fixty; for the nimbleft and lightefl 
of 'em^ skip'd over before they came to enter the 
inclofure. We kilfd a great- many of 'em^ but 
fpar'd the Damŝ  becaufe they were great .with young, 
1 ask'd of tbe Savages the Tongues and the Marrow 
of the HartSj which they gave me very readilyi 
The Flelh was very fat̂  but not delicious, except­
ing fome few bits about the Ribs. But after' all̂ -
this was not our only Game 5 for two days after 
we went a Bear-huntings and the Savages who fpend 
three parts of four of their life in Hunting in the 
Woodŝ  are very dexterous atthat Exercife,. efpeci­
ally'.ifl firigling out the Trunks of the Trees ufou 
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which the Bears Neftle. I could not but admire 
their knowledge in that Point-, when,, as we were 
walking up and down in a Foreft̂ , at the diftance 
of an hundred Paces one from another, I heard one 
Safage call to another^ Heres a Bear. I askt 'em how 
he knew that there was a Bear upon the Tree which 
he knocked with his Axe; and they all reply'd^ that 
'̂ twas as eafily diftinguii¥d as the print of an Elks 
foot in the Snow, For five or fix times they never 
mifs'd; for" after they had knocked two or three 
times upon the Trunk of the Tree^ the Bear came 
out of its hole^ and was prefently Hiot. The Cana^ 
da Bears are extream blacky but not niifchievousg 
for they never. attack one^ unlefs they be wounded 
or fir'd upon. They are. fo fat̂ . efpecially in the 
Autumia^ that they can fcarce walk : Thofe wiu'ch 
we kilfd were extream fat̂  but their fat is good for 
nothing but ro be borate whereas their FleJiij and̂  
af30vc alĴ  their Feet are very nice Vi£tiuils. The 
Savages affirm 3 fMt no FleHi is fo dcHcious as that 
of Bears; and indeed^ 1 think they arc in the right 
of it. While wc rang'̂ d up and down in cjueft of 
Bearŝ  we had the pleafure of fi,">ying fome Martins 
and wildcats upon the branches of the Trecs^ which 
the Savages Ihoc io the Head to preferve tfidr Skin* 
But the moll Coraical thing i Ciŵ  w .̂s the Stupi­
dity of the V/c)ocl-!'̂ eir"î  which fie ujjon the Trees 
in "wliole Flock.s .IIKI are kilfd oiie after another^ 
widioiit ever otiamgta ttk\ Commonly the Sa­
vages ilioot at ^cm witfi Arrows^ for they fay they 
*irc: not worth ;i flioct of Powder^ wiiicli is able 10 
kill an Elk or «inlJart- I have piy'd this fort of 
Fi'r̂ .̂ Iiô Î in the Nci?jif5oiifhood oi am Cantons or 
IlabiranonH la t^^zsWinmr ciinc, with the help of a 
Dog whnilimiil out rl:c Tree;'by fceat, and then 
barkM; iipufi v.̂ h?:,ii I approadu! to the Trw, and 
found the Fowls upon d:a Branches, fvhcn 
em thm €i!m, I mm two or three U^gms (m-

tlm 
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liier up the Lakê , in Company with fofhe Camdefei 
m purpofe to fee that Fowl flap with its Wings^ 
Believe iiicj Sir̂ , this fight is one of the greateft Co-
liofities in the World; for their flapping makes i 
noife much like that of a Drum all about^ for the 
fpace of a Minute or thereabouts; then the noife 
ceafes for balf a quarter of an Flour^ after which 
It begins again- By this noife we were direded m 
the place where the unfortunate Moor-hen^ fat̂  
and found êm upon rotten moffy Trees. By flap­
ping one Wing againft the other̂ , they mean to call 
their Mates; and the humming noife that infucS 
thereupon^ may be heard half aquarter of aLeagtia 
off. This they do only in the Months of April; 
Mdj^ September J and OBokr; and^ which is very re­
markable^ a Moorhen never flaps in this manner^ 
bat upon one Tree. It begins at the break of day^ 
mi ^vcs over at nitie a Clock in the Mornings till 
about an hour before Sunfet that ic flutters again, 
aod continues fo to do till Night: I proteft to you^ 
chat I have frequently contented my felf with fee-̂  
ing and admiring the ilappiiig of their Wiiigswith^ 
out offet iii^ to Ihoot at ''em. 

Befides the pleafure of fo many different forts of 
Diverfioii, I was likc%viib cntcrrain'd in che Woods 
with the company of die hoiicft old Gentlemen that 
liv'd ill former Agei Honeft Horner^ the amiable 
Jmcrwn^ and my dear Lmian^ were my infepara-
ble Companions. AHfiotk coo defir'd pafflonately 
to go along wkli us,, but my Canow was too litde 
tojioldhis bulky Eciuipagc^ of Peripatctick Silo-
gifiiis: So that he was e'en fain to trudge back to' 
the Jefuits^ wlio vouchfaf'd him a very honourable 
Reception. I had a great deal of reafon to rid my 
fclf of chat great Pliilofopher^s Company; ht lik 
ridiculous Jargon, and his fenfelefs Terms^ would 
have frighted the Savarr^ OHI of thckwits. Fim:^^ 
^gi j Slr̂  Igfii now m'lh'il m Qt\n; «it tliQ cod of 
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my Game and my Letter. ^ I have heard no Newi 
from ^ebec, where they continue to make mighty 
Pre,parations for fome, confiderable Enterprife« Time 
will difcover a great many things;, an Account of 
which I mean to tranfmit to you by the Ships''that. 
are to leave this Harbour in the end of Autumn. I 
conclude with my ulual Compliment^ 

Yours, &c-

LETTER XIL 
Dated at St. Behm^ over̂ -againft Monreal^ 

June 8. 1687. 

fhe Chevalier d^ Vaudreuil arrives in Cao^g 
tvith fome Troops. Both the Regular Tro&ps 
and the Militia^ are pofled at St. HelenSj in 
a readimfs to march agaifdi the Iroquele. 

•' SIR, 

I Flave fuch a -budget-full of News^ that I know 
not v^here tobegin« I received Letters but now' 

from Mr. Smelay's Office ;' by which 1 fi-ave Advicê  
that Orders are feiic to Mr* Demn^vUk to allow me to , 
go for B-ame^^ upon my private Concerns.' Ko lon­
ger fince than Yefterday^ he told roe I fliould have 
Leave to go after the Campaign is over. My Rda-
dons wrire^ that the procuring of this Leave coft'em 
a great deal of pains; ^nd that the fooner 1 come to 
fans J \vn\\ be die better for me. 

The Govcnicor arrived at Mmmd three or four 
daysago^ widi all die Miiitia of the Country^ who 
lie now !iiC3oip"'d along with our Troops ia that 
Ifland. Mr. D'Ambkmmt has been at Qimb&c thii 
Months with five or fix fecond Rare Ships, having 

faifd 


