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REFERRALS AND RECEIPT OF
COMMITTEE REPORTS CONCERNING
PROPOSED ADMINISTRATIVE RULES

Senate Clearinghouse Rule DO-108
Kelating to the state directory of new hires.

Submined by Department of Workforee Development .
Report received from Agency, January 30, 2001,

Referred to committee o Labor and Agriculture, January
31, 20001,

Senate Clearinghouse Rule 0(-154
Relaring w desr hunting and the wildlife damage abatement
and claims progtam.

Submitted by Department of Natural Resowrces.
Report received from Apgancy, January 30, 2001,

Referred to committee on Environmental Resources,
Tanuary 31, 2001,

MESSAGES FROM THE ASSEMBLY
By John Sco¢os, chief clerk.
Mr. President;

[ am direcied 1o inform you (hat the Assembly has passed
and asks concurrence in:

Assembly Bll 41
Adopted and asks conourrence in:
Assembly Joint Resolutlon 15
Assembly Joint Besolulion 17
{Concorred in:
Senate BiHl 18
Senate Joint Resolution 8
Senate Joinl Resolution 9
Senate Joinl Resolution 10
Senate Joint Resolution 11
Senate Joint Resolution 12
Senate Joint Resolution 13
Senate Joind Resolotion 14

MESSAGES FROM THE ASSEMBLY
CONSIDERED

Assembly Bill 41
Relaring to: polling hours.
By comnuittes on Campaigns and Elections.

Read first tine and refermed to commuitiee on Universities,
Huusing, and Governmend Orperations.

Assembly Joint Resolution 15
Relating 10: the joint rules,

By Represeniatives Jensen and Freese; cosponsored by
Senators Chvala and Risser,

Read and rfermed to committcs on Senate Organization.
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Assembly Joint Resolution 17
Belating to: tund-raising soctal events in Dane Counly
during floorperiods and special and extraordinary sessions.
By committee on Rules,
Rewd and veferred o commiites on Senate Organization,

Senator Chyala, with wnanimous conseot, asked that de
Senate recess for the purpose of awatting the Govemor's Sia
of the Siate- Address in Joint Convention in the Assembl
Chambers at 78 PM. and upon the rising of the Jon
Convention adjourn until Thursday, February 1 at 10:00 AM

The Senate stood recessed.

a7 PM

RECESS

IN ASSEMBLY CHAMBER IN JOINT
CONVENTION
The President of the Sznate in the Chais,
The comraittes to await upon the (ovemnor appeatred with

his cxeellency the Gevernor, who delivered his message =
follows:

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

Speaker Jensen, President Risser, Members of the Lepislanme,
Constitutional Officers, Honorgble Justices of the Suprems
Court, tribal leaders, members of the Cahmet distinpguished
guests, kadies and gentlemen.

Before 1 get started, let me thank the Speaker and the entin
Legislare for the wonderful gifts and words o
encouragement. 1 will truly miss you. Thank vou for you
friendship and partnership thtoughout the years.

Senator Risser, I know you're bappy tonight, The real reaso
you've hung around so long is you wantcd to ootfast me. Yo
win, Fred, And Speaker Jenzen, you still bold the only position
I"ve ever wanted but never achieved. I'm proud to see my friend
rise s high and do so well.

1'd also ike 1o thank my curremt and former Cabinet and siaf
for all their hard work and dedication o this state. They're il
unsung heroes of our success, Let me introduce Nora Weber,
Marge Miller and Marlene Commings — the enly two staf
members and Cabinet secrefary 10 spend all 14 vears with me @
office. Thank you for your wiwavering support. Tonight, it al
ends in the place where it all began.

Thirty five years ago, I first came 10 this chamber a green and
humble youny man from Elroy. As you can scc, 1 was fresh od
of law school and had a bit of a baby face back then. Th
mustache, wide tics and leisure suits would cotme fate
Thankfully, my daughters grew older and eventually broke me
of thent. But ['m glad Ciiff Miller has been able to put my obd
wardrobe to pood wme,

Despite my youth, T came to Madison with a preat deal o
confidence, idealism and hope - qualities given to me by m
hometown. The people of Elmoy maiscd me. Tanght me my
values. And instilled in me the importance of puttog peopl
First.

Elrcy comman sense guided me as a legislutor and a governer
And those sarne values will guide me as I serve the president o
this greal country as Secretary of Health and Human Services
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Wachinpton is a long way from Elroy, but Elroy will never be far
from me. It's who 1 am.

And sa this man from Eltoy bumbly comes before you ane lust
i touught 10 1alk abowt our preal stale and its fulore,

We've done remarkable hings inside and outside this grand old
building. Just think back for a mosent ta the state of our state in
the mid—80s.

Bemember when cur pood fdends dowo in Ilinois mocked our
roubled economy? They even went so far as 1o pul up a
billboard en the border saying, “Wher the last business leaves
Wisconsin, please turn ool the lights,™

Well my friends, the lights are on in Wisconsin and buming
brighter than ever.

In fact, 1 hope our friends in Illinois didn’t ler the toll gate hit
them in the bumper when they moved their families and
businesses to Wisconsin by the trockload.

Mlinois companies are moving 1o Wisconsin for our more
positive business environment — there are almest 50 in the
Kenosha Business Park alone. Itinois families are coming for
our great schools and unmatched quality of life. And the poor
are venturing notth for a good job and greater oppertunity, not a
bigper welfare check.

We've even taken to beating up on their sports teams. Let's see,
since 1956, we've gone to 1w Super Bowls, three Rose Bowls
and a Finat Four. Down in Illinods, they still haven™ found a
quarterback.

1 engage in this lightheaned teasing of our goad friends and
neighbors because it iliustrates bow muoch we've built
Wisconsin since the days when they reased us.

My, how far we have come iogether.

We've cotne so far that we can all claim with great pride fonight
that in the year 2001 the siate of the state is that of the nation’s
leader. Mame the issue and Wisconsin is leading the way.

Many stares claim they're the hest, but only one state can back it
up. We follow our bold words with bold deeds. During my
confinnation process, it was heartwarming to hear how ofien
senators tecognized Wisconsin as the nation's leader in
imnovation.

Wi ook office with vne clear mission: To build our economy.
And this has remained oor No. | priarity — even in the good
fimes.

We recopnized that without strong businesses and good jobs,
we can'l provide a high quality of Life for cur familics. We can't
afford the social programs that belp those in need or great public
schaols for our children.

Let's take a book ar the strong cconotmy we buile: 800,000 new
jobs; 93,000 new manufacturing jobs; a record 3 million people
working — the highest percentage in America; unemployment
cut by more than half to 3.3 percent; a jobless rute below the
national average a record 156 straight months: and a median
bowuschold income of neary $46,000, well above the national
average.

Whal a turnaround! No Company minrers our comeback better
than Wiscomsin's very own Harddey Davidson Since 1986,
Hatley grew its earmings from 34 million to $348 million;
increased emplovment from 1,200 o 3, 700; openad four new
faciliries; anc saw its stock price grow from 33 cenis a share o
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£40. Please welcome Ken Surfon and Wayne Curtain from
Harley, .

Wisconsin is once apain the place where eagles soar and
Harleys roar!

We're enjoving the longest period of sustained economic
grawth in our history.

Ta thosa who Iy t downplay our coonemic suceess by giving
the credit 1o pood times nationally, ler ns be clear about one
thing: Wisconsin heilt its cceomamy first, -and the nation
followed.

Lock al these charls, particularly the period from 1987 1o 1992,

When the country fell into recession in the early 905, Wisconsin
was one of only a few states not 10 leel the sting. Our job
creation grew while the nation’s feil, and owr unemployment
rate dropped while the nation’s rose.

We did not benefii frorm an economic boom — we helped create
the aconmmic boom,

Horw did we build tus economic engine? By what 1 call the Four
Ts of the Great Tumaround: Cur "Tude, the slang for Attitude,
Tax Cuts, Transpontation and Teaching.

We sel a new tone, where suctess was the only opticr. We began
believing we could achieve anything, then worked together to
make i1 happen.

Don't for a second discount the importance of our attilude
change, for it ransformed how companies locked at Wisconsin.
We madc it clear Wisconsin was open for business and
companies responded by building and growing here.

Az we were adjusting our attitude, we began making
investments in Lthe right placey to rigger economic growth.

We cut taxes in the very first budget and haven't stopped since.

With your help, we cuf tuxes 91 times totaling $16.7 billien.
These cuts saved the average

Wisconsin family 58,400, And they infused new money into the
economy 1o help stimulate goowih and prosperity.

And tonight, we have good news to repon. The state’s national
tax ranking has fallzn to ninth in the nation, according to the
latest Census Rureau figures which reflect tax year 1999

And when the cuts we enacted for years 2000 and 201 arc
factored into the equation, we can say with confidence that
Wisconzin is finally cor of the top 10 states.

A for state spending, our pe:rcaplta rate is the 141 lowest in the
nation and our state povemmentl iz the thitd amallest. Could lt be
better? Absolutely, Is it bad? Absolutely not.

Bt let's he fair about whar has driven spending -~ the desire to
cut Jocal property (axes.

In 1995, the statc picked up two—thirds the cest of local schools
and wc've maintaincd that percentape ever since. That costs
money. But we made this commmibnent 1o cul property 1axes
$1.2 billion initially and keop them under conirol in future
yoars.

And withoul the cost controls we placed on local school
spending, property Laxes would be 52 billiun bugher right now.

30 let's put this in the proper perspective: Spending went up at
the state level so taxes could go down at the local level.

What's mosi impressive is the state took on the exira burden of
local school spending and still made substantial cuts in state
axes.
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Thal’s yuite 4 feat. And it™s a lestament w our fiscal discipline.

But if some partisans are still intent on playing games with the
spending issuc, lot me remind themn of this fact: Bvery budper
submitted to the Legislature has come buck with more spending
— 5 1.6 billion to be exacl. And my 1,900 veloes pared $3287
million. Also, | set aside more money For a ruiny day in cvery
buclget, but the Lapislature spent il

So, perhaps it is time for a cap on state spending.

Bul back to the four Ts. Aloog with adjusiing our atrirude and
cutting tuxes. we stimulated our cconomy by investing in our

reads,

When we came in, Wisconsin was largely o nerwork of
mefficient and dangerous two lane highways. So we built
strategic vorridors of four—lane roads that are delivering
remarkable economic benefits for communities. From 1990 1o
1996, mor: than 87 percent of the 12X mannfacturing
developments in Wisconsin orcurmed within five miles of a
Comidors 2020 highway. And these plantg cresited 90 percent of
the rew manufacturing jobs in our stame.

We built the roads and the jobs tollowed. The commlation
conldn’t be clearer, nor could the payoff on the invesiment.

We also increased spending on mass mansportation by 140
percent, helping our workers get o and from their jobs. And we
are leading the nation inte an exciting new era of high—speed
passenger rail with the help of Amitrak.

We've taken a balanced approach te moving our products and
penple in Wisconsin,

‘The fourth T, and perhaps the most important, s teaching.
Educating our children and workers.

As the nation’s Education State, we have long recogrized that
educetion must be the fourdaton for individual success, IF we
were poing to create more jobs. we necded te develop the
skilled workers to fill them.

S0 we invested in our schools Like ne other tims in o fustory —
and that’s saying a let.

‘We now spend $7.8 billion dollars cach year on public schools -
an increase of 141 percent. And the state comribmion to schools
has grown from $1 billion to nearly $5 billion. In addition, we
increased other state aids and crodits by 230 percent, raised per
pupil spending to $9,000 annually; spent $47.2 million more in
the SAGE program 1o reduce class =izes; made our teachers
among the best paid in the Midwesl and America; invested in
ieacher development and crealed a sulary bonus for naticnzl
certification.

No state is making a greater, more consistent investment in its
public schoals than Wisconsin.

We'tve leamed, however, that just spending mors mooey
doesn’t buy you more succcss n the classroom. Mowhere was
this mare evident than in Milwaokee Public Schools, which
were lapging behind. This despite the state increasing its aid 1o
MES by 55 percent and funding 32 percent of ils costs,

So we rargeted our efforts to building up Milwaukee. We started
with the principles thar every student can learn and parents ourst
be empowered with more choices.

This philosophy spawned some of the nation’s most innevative
education reforms.
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Charter schools. Public school choice, Private school choioe for
Milwaukee. Charter schools operated by the city of Milwaukee,
UW-_Milwaukee, and the Medical College of Wiscensin and
MES.

Nowhere in America does a parent have more choices than iy
Milwavkee, Wisconsin.

And it’s making all the difference.

Parents arc ngw more invelved in their children’s lives, The
public scheols are rising to the challenge of competition. And
the entirg ¢ity of Milwaukee js more dedicaled (o improving the;
quality of its schools.

There 15 no doubt in my mind that Milwaykee will become the
national model for renewing urban edocation in Amersica withe
a few years, 1 have often used this podium to challenge MPS,
but tonight [ want to applaud its leaders and educators, Pleas
recognize Superintendent Spence Korte and board viw
president Ken Johnson, They are working together i¢ make am
all schools measure up and no child is left behind.

And I urge this Legislature to £xtend the same arcay of choics
to the state’s other urban communities. Have the courage Lo giv
these parcnis the same opponunity as Milwaukee.

The Milwaukee challenge also prompied a statewide debatr
aboul the need for higher standards and greater accountabiliy
in our schools.

Thus, we came topether to create the first set of educatio
standards and the first graduation 1est. And I appland the UW
System for making passage of the tesr a requirement for
admission.

To help our students achieve: we invested wisely in technolog
progrums like TEACH — a preat equalizer thai pives rural s
urban schools the same access to courses and wachers.

We also provided betier job training for our students with the
nation™s  first Schopl-to-Work and Youth Apprenticeshp

PrOgrams.

Cur Youth Oprions program began our gquest for 4 seamleg
systern of schools, where a student can move easily from high
school to technical college to the university system — all whik
petting real work experience. This must be the mode! fir
education in the 21# century,

We're also building the Schoolhouse of Tomemow by purspin
unprevedented money inte our facilities, from o
kindergartens to universily research labs. We made sure o
two—thirds commitment covered construction costs so sma
communities could afford new schools and  building
IMprovements.

As a result, the stale has helped pay for 363 school projects mi
increased its construction fonding by 630 percent,

And we've built our UW System campuses into cutting-cdg
insttations by helping 1o finance 4,025 building project
totaling nearly $2 billion in capital inveshnenal.

The payoff is the pation’s best-educated, skilled workfor:
Cur stadents gradoate in high demand.

What makes Wisconsin so special, though, is that in our fx
prograssive radition, we have made wise use of cur econory
success. Yes, we aggressively cut taxes for our families, butw
also invested in our futre by helping thoze in need.

Nowhere is our siate's social contract more evident than i
health carc, where we consistently bave cnc of the hiphe
pereentayes of poople wilh health coverage.
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But when our workers ¢can®t get or atford health insurance, the
glate proviges 2 helping hamd in the form of BadperCare, This
program allows hard—working families like Todd and Catherine
Dobbratz ko buy into the state health plan in 2 way that doesn’t
tax others or bankrupt goverpment, Mow the Dobbrarzes have
heabh coverape for themselves and their four children, And [
applaud the Legislature for waking swift, bipartisan action to
make this program whole, 1t's a greal way to start off the new
SCASIOTL.

During my senute confirmation process, there was no program
spators in both parties were more interésled o than
BadperCure. They wanted to know how we did i1 and coold it be
replicated nationally. 1 don™ know the answer bot sometting

lells me I'm going to find oot Ones again the nation is looking

& Wisconsin 1o solve a problem once deemed unsolvable,

And thanks 10 your help, we're giving seniors Lhe choice of
petting long—term cate in their homes through Family Care.
And Pathways to Independence is freeing the disabled fa porsue
careers without the fear of losing life—sustaining health
benefils. '

But T would be remiss — and i big trouble at heme — it T didn't
menfion the tremendeows strides we are making in women's
health in Wisconsin, We created an Cfice of

Women's Health, expanded access b health care, and invested
more in research. And I'm pleased to announce I was able 1o
bring GF. Medical Systems and TIW Hospital together to install
twa digital mammegraphy machines at 1T'W Health Centers this
spring. These machings detect breast cancer at such an early
stage it will save hundreds of Hves.

Anather example of making the Latest in medicat technology
available o Wisconsin women.

Now we also have before us the challenpe of making
preseriptions drugs affordable 1o low—income seniors. With
both pariies and houses publicly cortenined 16 addressing this
problam, 1 am confident a solution can be reached. The existing
budget consiraints, howewer, clearly place the imst priorily on
belping Brxse sertiors in greatest nesd. Let's roake 1t happen,

Our most recognizable and svccesstful social reform, however,
is welfure,

They said you couldn't end AFDC. It was imnpossible to develop
amore compassicnale and effective way of helping the poor.

Well, we proved the cynics wrmong and showed that every person
has value, We rejected a system that discriminated against
women and cast them off into a comer of socicty.

Instead, we took them by the hand and showed them a2 better
way. And an éntire nation followed.

W-2 is far and away our st cormpassionate sccomplishment
—the greatest change in social pelicy in 6U years,

We made welfare reform work Because we did ir right. We
brought welfare mothers to the lable and asked them what
prevented them from working.

With their coursel, we investad up front in the programs reedad
tomove them from dependency to self—sufficiency: child care,
health care, ranspertation, 1raining, food stamps, tax credits
and individvalized covngeling,

Just look at childcare. We increased spending from $12 million
it more than $20¥Y millinn, and there are no waiting lists as a
result.
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Now we're tuking childcare to the next step with our Early
Childhood Excellence Centers that provide high qualiry
learning for low—income children. ‘Ihese centers will set 2 new
standard in early childbood development — pulling atb—risk
children on more solid footing as they enter school. A model] for
this concept 15 SC Johnson and its Mext Genenation Now center
in Racine. I'd like to thank Helen Johnson-leipold for 5C
Johnson's leadership,

Welfare m=form s
cxapectalions.

succeeding  beyomnd our  grandest

Yo, our casclosds arc down i remarkable 94 percent. Only
6,496 Families remain on cash assistance.

But more Lnportant is the fact these families are berter off. No
their lives aren't perfect yel. But they are betier off as a whole.

Just lcok al the data.

» Our first beaver’s stady showed thal 70 percent left
the rolls for & job.

= The average wage is §7.42 — mere than twe dollars
above the mimimum wage.

« The average famnily on AFDC was 30 percent below
the poverty tevel. Threugh W-2, they’re 30 percent
above poverty.

= The child poverty rate has dropped by 20 percent.

» Wisconsin ranks as the fourth besi state in Lhe
country [or childten,

» Our overall poverty rate is the fifth lowest; our gap
between rich and poor is the fourth smallest.

Clearly, weltare reform is lifling families vp. 1elping them 1o
succeed, And giving them a higher qualiy of life, Leilani
Duarte, who was part of those first luncheons at the Residence,
is proof.

Qur challenge is not over, however.
The perius of W-2 is its flexibility and it ability o cvolve. And

evalve it must.

W-2 helped thousands of families peil jobs. Now it must focus
on helping them climb the ladder of opporlunity to greater
self—sufficiency. Il must pul tesources toward helping families
stay in Lhe workforce and not slip backwards,

The Nivision of Economic Suppon is already in the process of
making this fransformarion and 1 urge you to support their
fforts.

We must not rest unil we help these families attain there Tull
share of the American Dream. That is the great promise of W-2.

Ohur strong coonomy alse allowed us 19 ease our quality of life
through a preat ourdooers, safer neighborhoods and preservation
of our provd farm heritage.

As we created 300,000 pew jobs. our tougher environmenial
standards led to a reduction of industrial pollution by nearly 25
percen.

We cleaned our environment with naticnally recognized
programs such as the Clean Water Program, recycling,
brownfield recovery and the Great Lakes Provection Fund.

We ignited a new em of envirommental stewardship in
Wisconsin by prowing more forest land than af any time in our
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stule’'s recorded histery; preserving more land for public
erjovment — 256,001 pristine  acres; extending  the
Stewardship Fund by 3460 million and another 10 years; and
crealing two new Centennial State Parks 1o celebrate the 100/
anniversary of the State Park System. [Md like to thank Dick
Eteffes and Sue Rlack of the DNE and Todd Montpomery of the
State Parks Friends for their help preserving this land,

We also broughi the clk and tromnpeter swan back to Wiscorsing
while removing the bald cayle, timber wolf, Canada Lynx,
Cocper’s Hawk and Tremblzy's salamander trom  the
erklangencd species List,

Owur vibrant natural resources help make Wisconsin & popular
tourist destination.

We increased our lourism promoiion budget from $1 million 1o
$12.5 million. And the payoff is an ecopomic impacr of $9
bitlion by the tourism indusiry. Towrist spending is up 51
percent g more visibors keep coming back more ofien.

And one of our greatest tourjst atractions is the State Fair,
You've already seen the acsthetic chatges made to the park this
summer., And there arc even more ambitious plans to modertize
the grounds. Please muake the State Fair Park renovation a
pricnty - we'll reap the benefits for generations.

We also have a greal opportunity to build a wordd—cluss 1 listory
Center thal will make sure the story of Wisconsin and its people
live forever. [ am forwarding the 375 million project in the
budpet and plan to raise private money for 1t s well, This
prejoct must alse include an underground parking facility.

The History Center will buojld wpon the Qverure Praject,
Monona Terrace, and Capilel Restoraton and Veterans
Museumn improvements — making Madison and the Capitet
Square 2 premiere tourist destination.

I'm just wormied there'll be 40 many fun things ko do around
here; no work will get dore.

The qﬁali[y of Lfe in our neighborhoods matches that of our
preal outdoors thatks in large panl 10 our 2erd tolerance
approach to crime,

We restorzd public confilence in the criminal justice system
with truth io sentencing, strengthened cur juvenile code by
replacing o soft touch with ough love, and kept sexual
predators off cur sireets until they e deemed nat (o be a threat.

Whilc no one likes b build prizsons, thers is an unmistakable
correlation between rising prison populations and the lowest
crime rates in 30 ycars, When the bad guys are behind bars,
they're not comminting crimes.

But our goal remains to make a crimnanal's first visit to peison his
last. Char cutling—edpe work programs give orisoness a skill and
waork ethic so they can leave prigon with the abiliry to get 2 job
and stay oot of trouble. And drog and alechol treatment
programs help keep them sober.

As we lock to the futore, every prison must have a work
pregram that trains every prisoner. Mherwise, these criminals
will just keep coming back. And let’s bring all our prisoners
back within two years and upgrade the prison health care
system in this budger. ~

Diown en the farm, things are Jooking up. We arc Amerivca’s
Dairyland: the larpest producer of cheese, dry whey and
sweetened condensed milk. Cur cheeses are recognized as the
best in the world,
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We produce 23 billion pounds of milk and boast twive as man
farnily tarms as any olher state. All this despite federal dairy
policies that punizsh Wisconsin farmers and discourape them
from farming.

Wisconsin remains the dairy leader because of our commitment
3 family farming.

Cur conversion o use value assessment saved farmers 34
million in propetiy axes lus year alone — money that couid b
plowed back into new equipment and technology. 1°d like n
inroduce Chuck and Kathy Garfoot of Yerona, who credit ws
value [or allowing them to stay on their land rather scll inis
rapidly developing Lane Coonty.

We alser increased the tarm credits by $29 million; (reateds
permuanent Lax credit of up to 1,000 elmminated the inhertans
taxes, and made health care costs tully deductible.

And parents can now pass their fammn oot a child without paying
onerous capital gains taxes.

We also protected the right 1o farm with lagislation ensuring
new neiphbors and developments don't infringe upon family
farmers and their operations.

Far the fumre, we need 1w keep our famers competitive by
allowing them by expand.

Larger farms are the only way some farmers — and fam
conununities — will e able o survive. And many of oo
cheesemakers desperately need more milk. Just becauss
farmer wants 10 grow his herd, doesn™t mean he isn®t a Famih
farmer. We can’t be afraid to expand our dairy operations.

So as we look back on the past 14 years, we have indesd come
long way.

W siruck the right balance between cumting tanes and investin
prudently in cur people.

We developed & winning formula and executed it together,
Bui behind the s1atistics are real people, Lke:

= Matthew Neary, a UW-Stout student pursuing hi
dream of a career thanks to Pathways,

« Eugene Bingenhetmer, who gets quality care a
home, thanks to Family Care

» Doctors Anthony I¥ Alessandro and Paul Vold
along with the Nachreiner family, who are making
Wisconsin one of best otgan doncr states in Amserica

» Wausau Benefits CEQ Fred Moore. Boan
Chairman Dwight Davis and emplovees Jay Amke
and Chris Thomas — a company that’s succeedin
with the state’s partnership.

» Patricia Burgess, 3 W-2 participant and he
cascworker Barbara Atkins.

« Ben and Debi Heisner, Mineral Point farmen
carrying on our agriculture heritage. -

« Milwaukee LaFollette Elementary principal Flon
Odom—Flagg, and her students Vallory Tole an
Welisha Frelow; and Messmer High principa! Ief
Monday and students LaTosha Cooper and Juz
Youngblood. These scheols and educators an
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showing that all children in Milwaukee can succeed
and meet high expectations.

» And finally the Ruttig and Hussey families, who on
this very stage were promised major tax cuts in the
last bulget, address. We're proud Lo say we delivered
for you.

These are the faces of our spccess in Wisconsin,

They 're why we all got into this profession. To help people. To
make their lives betier.

And that's exactly what we’ve done 10gether,

As lhey leave os tonight, let us thank those citizens for helping
make Wisconsin a better place in thelr own way,

Now w the future, As we sef a coutse for the next decade, we
must keep investing in the

Four Ts. As always, 1 have a plethora of ideas on exactly how 1o
do ihat

First and foremest, it is important that Wisconsin maintain irs
apgressive attitude on econemic deveiopment by investing in
the new egenomy. Our competitors are ne longer linois and
Minnesota, They are also Califpmia, Colorade, Washington,
Euvmpe and the Pacific Rim nations.

Wisconsin stands to become America’s Biolech Prairie and we
musia’t et one hiph tech company escape our state in search of 2
better climate. We muost numure cuiting—edge  bictech
companies like Third Wave Technologies, which is aboul 1o go
public. Third

Wave exemiplifies the great potential for this industry in
Wisconsin, I'd Bice w0 thank Rocky Ganske and Siephanije Vavra
for joining us ronight.

We must aggressively pursue more venmure capitzl so the
ambitious high—ech and biotech enireprencurs have the
rescurces to bring their disceveries Lo market.

We must conbinue inveshing wisely in our universities: Keep the
Biostar program on pace.

Drouble the number of infarmation technology graduates. And
create a Master’s degree in biolechnolopy at UW-Madison.

And, as best you can give available resources, move forward
with the Madison Initztive, Milwaukee Idea and Chippewa
Valley Imitiative. All are strategic plans pgeared joward
developing the jobs and workers of tomorrow through
public—private partnerships in their regions. I'd like to
mroduce  UW-Eau Claire Chancellor Donald Mash,
UW-Madison Chanceller John Wiley and UW Presidemt
Katherine Lyall and thank them for their leadership.

We can't afford to wasle the newfound synerpy between our
universitics and privale sector if we want fe grow the
iechnolopy industry in Wisconsin,

And keep Jocking 1o cut taxes. While tax cuts may be hard to
roumne by this session, it doesn't mean you shooldn’t my. If
money is found, a priority must be placed en stimulating new
economic growth — jusr as we did in 1987,

A hub exemption is vital to the competitiveness of our
Wisconsin-based airlines. Modem commerce demands easy
secess to air travel, which makes Midwest Express an economic
jewel.that gives us a leg up on our competitors.
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[f possible, find a way to create tax—free ‘lechnology Zones in
regions of the state. They can set the Biotech Prairie on fire by
providing o tremendous finuncial incentive for high-tech
cempanies 1o locate and grow in Wisconsin. The payoft will be
thousands of new jobs and laxpayers.

And simgle factor should be another priority, so our businesses
aren’t lempted to meve to s neighboring siate.

Then don’t forgel the importance of tanspartation. Even in the
new cConomy, moving commerce will demand a strong road
systern.

No road project is more important than the Mamucile
Interchange, through which o maponty ol our stae’s commerce
travels. This Legislalure must commut isell to petting this
project oft the ground promptly, or commerce in our state will
suffer.

¥ital 1o the Marquette project is repairing the Hoan Bridge,
which 13 10 serve as a major relief vafve for traffic while the
Marquette is closed. We're working closely with the federal
covermnment o get emergency funds o fix the rorthbound lanes.
And ] have instructed the Departrment of Transportation to get
the southbound lanes ready for traffic by mid—February, o target
that can be met safely, ’

And I'm looking for some lawmakers 10 take vp the charge of
high-spéed passenger rail in Wisconsin, We need to gel a
high—speed rowe established frem Chicage w0 Milwaukes and
Madison, nltimately going o other areas as well. [ simply
doesn’t pay anymore (o drive from Madison or Milwaukee 1o
Chicago. Trains are a fasl and cheap allemative,

The staie recentdy purchased the Milwsaukee Amitrak station and

. plans to remmodel it into a beautibnl intermedel taeility. And if we

build an Amtrak stop at Michell Figld, we will quickly
establish Milwaskee as the third arrport serving the Chicago
region.

Finally, cur commitment 10 education must never waiver.
Theretore, this budger will mairiarn the state's commitment 1
Two—thirds local school funding.

And ket's omrve beyond the fear of aceoumatitity, Challenge oor
kids to meet the high siandards we set for them. Make the state
graduation test mandatorsy.

Tomighi § challenge the staie to solve another one of society's
unsolvable problems.

Let's eradicate illiteracy in Wisconsin.

We're sctting up reading academies to rain teachers in the best
wiays o teach children o read. And we're developing
weh—based reading methods for elementary school teachers,

Eliminating illiteracy will require the dedicated effort of us all -
from parcnts 1o tcachers to employers and churches. It'll take
more people like Tori Rader of the Brown County

Literacy Coungil, Dottie Heitke ot the Stareline Literacy
Council, and Barbara Manthci who lcads the statc’s Lilcracy
effort. Let's come topgether and make Wisconsin the firsi state
wherz everyone can read. There's no preater legacy we van
leave our next poncration.

Finally, I would like to add to the equation for fomure success,
two Ex: energy and efficiency.

We must make sure the trails we blaze tomomow are well lit and
capable of powering commerce in Wisconsin, This means
producing enough energy.

Let me be clear: There is no issue more cruciat or critical to

Wisconsin®s future right now than epergy. We're rumning our of
it. Plain and simple. And Wisconsin is not alone, for
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Alan Greenspan warned lusl week of 6 nation:l crisis in enerpy
production.

In Wisconsin, we simply don't bave enough power planrs and
LramsTission lines.

Just presurming a very modest 3 percent growth in demand for
cleciricily, Wisconsmn's clectricity needs will caceed its
penerating capabilines in just two shorl years. Bul our coonomy
kecps growing at o 5 to 6 pervent pace. Ard what happens if an
existing power plant gocs down for maintenance or repairs”?

Ladics and gentlemen, we have ng margin for erron

We've it some plants in the last few years, and our

deregulation efferts have bean hailzd nationally as among the -

smartest - in slark contrast & Califomia But this has only
allowed us 1o get by,

We need to immediately pursue a balanced course of building
more power plants and erecting more transmission lines, And
we need a natural gas pipeline to muke our supply more reliable.
We can do all of these withoot harming the environment,
despite what the Fear mongers claim. We've proven this in the
past.

Without enpugh energy, not only wilt our existing businesses
suffer;. all those high—tech companies we want 1o atizact will ge
elsewhere. High—technalogy runs on raw power not wood
stoves,

Even the Wall Sireet Jouma] wrote u few days ago that states are
agpressively using cncrgy as a powerful new tool I ouTuibng
business.

The stakes are high: If this chamber does ol heed this clarion
call te action, it will put the economtic future of this stale at preat

peril.

Next, we must become more cfficicot. At every kevel of
governmenl, we meed 10 do a better job of delivening the
services our people demand at a price we can all afford.

And there's no berter time to start than this budget when
revenues will be lower than expected.

Thanks to the hard work of Don Ketl and hiy commission, we
now have 4 rosd map to smaller, more efficient povernment —
trom Elroy to Juneau County to Madison. The commission's
recommendations, including how we better distribute wevenue
between state and local povernment, will be included in the
upcoming budger Do is with us here tomight afier completing
another thankless task for cur state.

Tontght, I want o focus on the five mosi “radical and bold™
ideas — - the catalysts for guly moedemizing cur government for
a new century.

1.1 Create incentives i collaborate. In cur forefathers’ zeal for
strong lecal centrol, they crealed oo much government. And
this has lod to overlapping services.

By engaging in regional collaboration for the delivery of
services, govemments can reap sipnificant savings withoul
sacrificing quality. For example, do neighboring communities
really need separate mass transic systems! Or separate wasie
collection services? :

I can tell you right now, that the amounl of money 1be stute can
send back o communities and spend on programs isn't going o
grow in this budget. The economic windfall isn'r there. So
there's no better time for local governments to collaborate and
develop savings.
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23 Demznd performance and accountability, We wonk
improve: harmony and performance by mare clearly definig
the roles of state and local gevemment, .

For example, the state might assumce responsibility fa
providing human service programs and contract with ll
govemment te deliver them. The siate would pay
govemment based on its pecformance. The more cfficicm
delivery, the preater the financial reward. I

The result would be greater accountability, better service
less friction.

1) Performance—bascd cducation, There 15 no area thal
and Tocul government spends more money on than schoals,
we peed 10 do a better job of making sore thal money
direcily into the classtoom by giving greater operai
flexibility 10 every local school building. And we must de
bigh pedformance. We must also continpe 10 bre
barricrs 10 our seamless system of schools,

4.) A Top-Te—Bottom Scrub of Goavernment. Tf we are sen
about reforming povermment, we need 10 dig deep
deternline what we do well and what we do poorly o all

W need to search and desiroy regulalions and programs
have outlived their usefulness; share the best practices
povernment; and establish performance-based manag
for state govemment.

5.) Expand e=government. Web portals for all levels
povermnment will make it easicr for citizens to access servi
and redoce the cost of poods the govermment buys,

Tonight, stale government is unveiling is new, one—stop wil
Site: W WisCOn5i0 LoV,

Once on-line, an array of state services will be at
fingertips. You can remew your vehicle registralion, resene
campsite, ook for a job, begin building a new business,
how to get social services in your community, see how
child's schoof grades out compared to othess, or plan a
trip. Every state agency is making its programs and
accessible online,

And by using the pertal 1o boy products on-line, we will
{axpayen: moneay.

Through revetse auctions, we can pet the products we need
the lowest price possible.

In a recent auction o purchase textiles, vou can see tha
lonper the auction went on, the lower the price dropped.
fimafly bought the textiles for 33 percent below the market p

Our e—portal underscores the great efficiencies we
accomplish i government if we're beld encugh o change,

feforming povernment deesn’t just mean making it
efficient, however.

Perhaps the anea where govemnent needs the greatest reform
i the: political systent.

The fall elections brought 4 new level of anack ads,
spending and reports of smokes—for—votes and felons voti

Thus, it is time o quit the political postoring and pass the
Kettl Commission Report — the comprebensive campel
finance reform. It's the anly biparisan reform out there.

Constitution makes spesch free but last-mimme attack ads
costing our democracy 00 much. We need to strike a
balance,
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Mexr, pass a bipantisan package of voting reforms that include:
requinng a phote 1D fo register and vore; the training of election
observers; creation of a statewide voter List: 4 new position at
the Elections Beard 10 help local povermwems conduct
elections propecly, and a task force 1o study the use of
technolegy ro increass vater participation.

We are America’s good government state. The inlegrity of our
polls musl never be questioned apain,

Tomight, L am pleased {6 ANNoUNCE 3 neW project that will help
increase public participation and reduce cynicism.

It's called The WisconsinEye Public Affairs Netwark, It will be
Wisconsin's version of C—SPAN.

Thesc small, discreet cameras will be mounted in the Assembly
and Senale Chambers, providing the public with
siaiphtforward coverage of lepislative proceedings. ‘Lhis
represcnts the vety lalest in miniature digital lechnology.

WisconsinEye will cover hearings, press conferences and other
happenings in seate govermment and arpund the srate. And
sludents and cdecalors will have a real-lime window on the

Stare Capitol.

A mere formal announcement on this project is coming soon.
But let me tell you now that this notwerk will not cost the
taxpayess any money. WisvconsinEye will be supported by a
private not—for—profit company, and Charter Communications
is contributing as well,

Flease welcame the network's presidemt Jeff Roberis, its vice
president Jon Henkes and Chris Fenger and Timm Vowell of
Charter Commpnications.

And 1 would like to give credit to the Assembly and Senate for
openly welcoming WisconsinEye intg their chambers, It's a
bold atd courapeous orove.

S there you have it. Another ambitions agenda for the funere,
And you thought you'd get oft casy tonight with me jusi talking
gboul the past.

Believe me, T would love to keep going because [ still have
hundreds of ideas for this state,

B now it is time to pass the lorch and say goodbye,

Tomorrow at noon, Scett MoCallum will become the 43 rd
Govemmor of this great state, A new erg of leadership and
government will begin,

Already, Scoit is showing the strong decision—making that will
be pecenvary 1o keep Wisconsin on 2 sourid path. As you know,
there is no budpet windfall this year. The failure to bheed
warnings about the sirvciural deficit and a bigger miny day fund
will make this a difficult budget session. But the lieutenant
governor is one of the few people in this room not Tesponsible
for this predicament.

Thus, I encovrage you o give him your (ull sepport. Being
governar is not easy. But Scon MoCallom is more than up to the
challenge. He's a good man and I wish him well,

As for me, well, I've spoken so long tenight becanse deep down
Imally don’t wan this night teend, For [ know tomormow brings
1new beginning.

But how do you say zoodbye 1o a place you love so much?

T'll begin by thanking you, the people of Wisconsin, for all the
countesies and friendships you have extended my family. You
bave warmly given us your home and made us your neiphbors. [
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want to thank my children: Kelli, Tomeni and Jason for standing
by me. It™s not easy being the governor's children, but they
always carried themsetves with grace and digsity..

In fact, of every success 1 spake abour lonight. there is nething 1
am more prood of than my children. They have grown 1o be
warm, caring agduits. Angd the credit poes 1o my wite Sue Ann,

Sue and | have been through so much tcgﬂher ad she s such &
preat part of my success,

Without a doubt, 1 would not be standing bere today waibout her
So please weloame my wifc, who would lkc ro say o fow words
of thanks.

(MES. THOMPSON)

Thank you, tor the oppertunity to serve as Wisconsin's first lady
tor these last 34 years. It has been an honor and a privilege,

Thank you, also for supporting Tom, our family and miyself.
The kindness of the people of Wisconsin has been 2 preat source
of strengrh for all of us. We wil? always reasure our moments s
governor and first lady. ’

We have developed many wonderful frizndships, visiled many
beautiful communities and leaned 50 much about gur state.

You have heard Tom speak otien of his family of more than 5
million peeple here in Wisconsin, That is a sentiment thar we
both share, Mo matter where we go in Wisconsin, wc have
always felt welecome.

I glzc have had the oppontugity 1o become involved in many
special programs. Women's health isspes and literacy are
among those that have been so close to my heart.

I plan ro continue my work after [ leave as your firss lady. 1
promise you 1 will remain commiited to women’s health, both
herc in Wisconsin and in Washington.

Again, thank you ail for your conlinued Friendship and support.
GOV, THOMPSON)

As T said at the beginning of this speech, when i was still
daylight: My, how lar we have come.

We belreve in gursclves again. We created the mest sustained
pericd of success in Wisconsin history. And we did 1t by
wotking together.

Haopetully, the people of 1his stale will regard me as a govomoc
whe cared — cared encugh to make a difference, Someone who
Iett the stare berter than he found it,

50 1 would like to end tonight by simply saying thank you,

There has been no greater honor in my life — and there will ngver
be a greater homor — than 10 bave been elected Four rimes to Rerve
a5 your govemaor. You made thesg the most spmal years of my
career and 1 will miss you greatly,

V1] miss traveling this greal s1ate —1he farm breakfasts, the SK
races, the softball zames.

I'll miss waking up o a Saturday maorming and taking a Harley
Kide, or biking through our beauti{ul vountryside. 1"l miss the
rides at the Stale Fair, Friday night fish fries, doing the electric
slide with my friends in Mibwaukee.

But mosl of all, 1'm just geing to miss spending time with you.
You are my friends.

Together, we made a good Life for oursclves bere in Wisconsin.

Be proud of it, But never be satisfied. A better wa}' 15 jusl
beyond the horizon.
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Ileve you all. Thank you and God Bless Wisconsin.
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