INTRODUCTION.

One whoe writes of the ¢vents of only fifey years age mast necds
be careful not only to da justice to the dead, Dur (o be considerate
af the fzelings of the living. What may be read on the following
pages hag wot, I trust, beeh written prematorely.  Most of the names
foond there are of men who deserve henor, Among these E enroll
one who might otherwise seem to be mentioned with somewhat of
tepruach, John Hawlane Rountree. We can not blame him for being,
in his garly life, involved o some extent, in ihe syatem of Slavcry,
and we rightly give him credit for his later alliance with the anti-
slavery cawac which, doabiless, he had been caurght to look upon with
suspicion and dislike,

Moreovet, we need.to remember that as the opinions and practice
even of good men have, within a hundeed wears, undergone a chadge
in regard ta lottetivs, so within half that time, there has heen wrought
& ‘moral revolution on the subject of sfavery. The act emancipating
glaves in the Eritish colonies bears fhe signeture of the predecessor
of Queen Victoria We notice with shame thati the bench of tishons
in the House of Lords voted almost to a man apainst this measure,
just as the same ecclesiastical boady voted against the Qualker Clarl-
son's bill to prohibit the African slave-trade, And yet these wen-
tlemen held what, in (e opinion of sandry people, is 3o high a pre-
rogative that save for the kindly rendered service of those who pos-
sess it, the T.ord himself would find it impossibie, without something
in the nature of semi-mirgculous interveniion, to continue here on
eatth His true chucchl And in 1851, Mpses Stuart of Andover, whe
introdueced into America the broad-minded melhods of German bib-
lical seholarship, published an essay that was virlvally o defonse of
Snttliern slavery.

As what 13 now Wisconsin was once 2 part of the political unmit
that extended from the Wfigsiesippi eastward to Pennsylyaniz and
¥irginia—that is, of the Old Nonthwest Territory—there is abundant
reqaofl for the reference to the Ovdinance of 1787, Among its prac-
tical effects, not commonly noted, was, probably, the exodus of the
French slavebolders from Kaskaskia and wicinity to Missodri—ito
St. Genevieve, whence Governur Dedge and’ General Jores brought
slaves tg what iy now Wisconsin. (Good was it for TlUinogiz that she
war rid, for the most patl, of slaveholding by the TFrench before
Revnolds and his ilk Began detdshding, in the name of the Ameri-
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cat settlers, the establishment there of the halefe!l syatens. It B
well, perhaps, for our honor 35 2 nation that the validity of the Great
Ordinance was seitled in the court of the people, and not tesicd by
the pleas and proccodiogs of legal larmialists. Fer such tial, had
it come at all, muat needs have taken olace at a time when the
degradiog influence of slavery was making. iwelf fell upon the
eonstitetiony even pf the glder states. When there wore DUE sixteen
states in the Ulnion, every one of them axcepl Soath Carolina, sx-
tended ta megrocs, as to whites, under certzin conditione, the right
of andrage. When, jusl before the Jate war began, there were
thirty-five states, colored men could vote, on terms of equality with
whites, only in New Englend And cven therc, Comnecticut had
[ollowed the bad exariple of the majority of the states, Tn New
York colored men could vote if posseesed of property valued at not
less than $z3m, and in Ohio mulattocs voted wnder 8 judicial decision
that they wete as much white men ag they were negroes.

Notwithstanding the single zttempt to tolerate slavery im Ohia,
and the desire of Indiana to be clothed apon with shame, the strig-
gle to protect and establieh slavery in Ilincis and what is recorded
in this lilz menogrzph, yet from the high vicwpoint of the suprems
law, it remaiug true af stated g0 cloquedttly by Seoater Hoar at
the Marictta centennial: “Here was the first homan  government
under which abaolote civil and religious liberty has always pre-
valled, Hetre sie witch was sver haopged or hummed. When older
states or nations, where the chains of human heondage have been
Brolken, shall utter the proud boast, “With a preat priee I obtained
this freedom,” cach sister of this impenal group. Ohin, Indiana,
Nlineis, Mickigan and Wisconsin, may lit up her queenly head
with the ypet provder anawer, "Bot I was free born" ™

Twe Rivers, Wizconsin,
186, May z1.
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The colonial strugture reated by the Freoch in Morth America
may be described, at its preatest, as 3 vast arch with one abutment
resting an the Golf of 5r Lawrence, the other oo the Gulf of
Mexica, Of this arch, the region between Lake Michigan and the
Mississippd formmed the keystone.  Here the early traders found
scarcely a Lreak in that intra-continenml water-cotrse whase length
€quals the distance from Furope to Amreriea. Here sgme one—and
I believe it was the Frenchmen who made the “vovage™ of p654-06;
men unknowi unless we ey identify them, as I believe we may
safely do, with Iiadisson and Groseilliers—dizcovered the Upper
Missisgippi. The real discovery, however, wis that of Wisconsin,
Onece on that stteam, the explovst was réally on part of the “every-
where river,"—ior 30, I believe, it is safe (o render the Indian term
that we, with a saperfluity of sibilants, write Mississippi,—and there
he wondld veed no other guidance than that of its swift current to
lead him fo the maip stream,

‘The great tiver that thos bore Canadisn explorers and, centurcs
later, ngerthern soldicra southward was the principal voute by which
glavery was distributed throughout it own vast walley. On both
sides of almost the entire l=pgth of the Mississkgpd, that is, from -
the Gulf of Mexico pearly to the Falls of 5t Anthony, negroes have
beent held in 8lavery.! Frenchian, Spaniard, Briton and American have
ail been guilky of this great wroog. Yet there were ng negroes in
the first setilements made by civilized men beside the great river
and its tribataries, for thess pioneers came by way of the 5t Lawrence
and the Lgkes. Buot cven before Kew Orleans was Inunded, in 7918

1. Mejwr [Lawrener] Talliferoo hed bobaelted several slaves, which ha omed to
hire i officers of Ehe garripom. * * ® = Im My [1E2S], Captain [J.} Plrmpros,
of Eia FIfth infaniry, wrighed ©o porchoss his pegre women Fliss, buk he Fufuoed,
on 1 wam hiy iotookipo, ultimetsly, tn fras his slaves.  Angthar af bly nagra glelg,
Harrist, was maryied ab the fort [EoelTing], the Majr perfokmnitg Phe oceceionr.
to the Dow LiaderEr Dived So0tt, whki wef tim 8 flave of Eorgecd Eoersd. Tha
only pareog thet gwer porchescd m pave to rriain o glavery, was Algxin Teaillp
[himeclf pertly of Todies blood], whe booght o man of Mejor Jardsnd. The Sloex,
ot Atst, had 09 prejudicss agaiodt Degreed.  They maled them YEleck Franqmmoen,'™
At ptscing thelr banda oo thelr woollr beade woold laogh heartdly, —Hxploegcs
A Flopesrs of Mimngsptn,” by Edwacd D. Kedll
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thers had begum in the ncw Frengh settlements on the Gulf coast.
and sa i the great realm to which the Mississipp! iz the natural
entrance and outlet, 8 sad history whose last pages werg o be writ-
ten im the Blood of the fathers and elder brothers of the men of this
generation, D'Iberville, when oo his expedition “wo plant o colony
on the Missiszippi,”® made a stop at San Dominga.  There he “took
on hoard M. de Grave, 2 famous bocanesr, who some yoars hefore
had aurprised and pillaged the town of Vers Cruz' San Dominge-
in later years Fernished slaves to the oew colony, and I think it
more than possible that some were brought on this first voyage of
I¥Iberville’s. However thot may be, thers were in the zolony, i
May, 1713, '“four hwndred persons, including twenty negroce’"?
Then it was that Cadillue, the Founder, in July or August, rpor,
of Detroit, artived in the new colony to serve as gowvernor goneral
The catire provinee, iocluding all the region “between Carolina on
the east and Old and WNew Mcexico an the west,” had, by toyal
decree dated rath Seplember, 1712, been transforred, 23 far a8 com-
mercial, mining and certain other privileges were concerned, to Sicur,
Antoine Crozat, Fermission was granted him, "if he find it proper
to have blacks ta the said eountry of the Ilhoois,™ to "send s ship
evary year (o trade for them dircetly wpon the coast of {7oinca, taking
permission ibem the Guinea company 1o do 30" Bul “before Crozat's
rlans were fairly otganized, the operations of the treaty of Utrecht
dq_-barredl himy from the importation of Mfricans, Tts  provisionz
bad, in lact, transferted the cunteod of the slave trade to England,
a plai fac-reaching enough to male the mother cpuntry responsible
for the long bondage of the nepro in America

Mevertheless it titust be said that ihodgh Crozat’s plans in regard
to the importation of nogroes from Africa were defeated, b must
flave been fur reasons that do ot appear in the treaty, for designs
of tho same sort weoe soccesalully carricd out by the muny-named
company of which John Law was, at hrst, the conlrolling spirit.
"Dn the 6th of Juee,” 17In, two vessels “arrived icom the eoast of
Guinep with five hundrod negroes, ® ¥ In the beginnng of July,
1rzo, "the ship 'Hercole, sitteen guns, arrived at Dauphin [Shipl
Islund from Guines, with & cargo of oegtoes for the enlooy. * % On
the apth [of March, rz1l, the frigate FAlricain ardved with one
hondesd and eiphty negroes, buing the remains of two hondred sighty
which had embarked oo hoard n Afrige, On the zzd, 1l Bue du
Maine, thirty-gix guns, atrived with three hundted and ninety-four
negrocs, being the remelns of fonr hundred and fifty-three who had

2 Tbe colony, wiweyer, wAa Aok plonted oo the Miorssiygd bk st REwxl,
3 Lo Ilarpa's 'Tatdbllalppsnt of g Peamcl 1o Taenlaiuss, ™ Freoch'a “1latrelcaE
Collectlonn of Loulalamh,” Fart TIL. . 8



NEGRD SLATERY IN WISOONSTN. 17

siifed from Adrica shaut the same time, On the 4th of Apreil, M.
Rerranger was sent Lo Cape Francais to purchase carn for the negroes,
who were dying with hunger at Biloxi (Fort Touis), * * Oa the
zoth, the frigate la Nereide * * aroved with twno hundred and
ninety-fotr hegroes, betong the remains of throe bundred and Al
whicl i1aqd been put on board.* He reporred that the frigaie le ChHarles,
with 3 cargo of negroes, bad been bumnt at sea within sixty miles of
the coast.” We necd not continne the dismal story—told by Benard
de Ta llarpe—any farther 10 be reminded of the fact that the mon-
opely granted to Gheland by the 1zth article of the treaty of Uirechi
related io Spanish and not 10 French Ametica,

The roral proclamation creating Law's company gravely states
that “in the settlement of the fands granted to the said company by
these present letters, we have chielly in view the glory of God, by
procuring the salvation of the savage Indian and Megro inhahitants
whoin we wish to be instructed in the true religion”™  Pethaps this
<xplaing the seeming absurdity of beginning 2 decree (Bssuedl in 1724}
regulating slavery with the command: “We enjoin the directots gen-
oral of said company, and all our oficers, to removs itom said cototry
Tnf T.ouwistanal all the Jews who may have taken up their abode
there—the deparwee of whom, as declared enemies of the Christian
name, we command within three months, including the day .when
thess presents are pubbished, ynder pain of forfeiture of their bodies
and csates™ With the exception of this hrst article and a part of
Article IIT 5 the decree is devored o glavery, and the treatneent of
slaves and other negroes. In regard toe these mattees the decree is
aquite a2z himane as we could expect. I fear that later slave codeg
would suffer in comparison, Tao be sure, the slave who tan away for
the second time might be “hamstrung” and jor the third offense
«f the sort be put ta death. A slawe who, baving struclk his nascer,
his miatress, ar the husband of his misiress, or theit children, shall

+. Tha ciiclal catimatée [of the popideiloo of foulslawws] to 1721, wes 3420, arf
whain 8 bumdred were begoues —Wlwaor, Wal. T, g 498,

B, *“We problblt uny wiler coliglous rlges ihyu Lhoen af thy AQostolle Roman
Cetlollz church; -mequining dbat thone whe violabe this shall be pmoisbed ps oehale
diepbediznt te our comMa®s"" I8 Doatiful ocevedd WIEl hi 4 & cemark of Le
Hurpe's. Mg lLas kopn mpooking of the Enagligh ship fonnd by Hleneille Iin the
bBRERALppL, L36HE, Sepoedler 1fth.  ''Om boprd gof thlis reael' br sars, 'wna AL
B, 4 Frencl cbgliopr, ¥ha gave seceretly 1o M. Eleorvile & petliluo sddressnd ta
the Eking, prafesing to bl mwelesly lbal LE I would geaot zeligieos 1Acty  to
Xha oolvdy, bo woukd eotlle mors thoo funer Bumdood domdiier oo the Miwslsslppl.
“Thip patlton wes forwarded fo lbe wlvlster, 3. dé Paoehartealn, whe feplisd Thak
the kiog would Qo wuler hergtics 1o gu feean 18 klngiopn fur the porposa of foomlug
: -t 1o cootrmst with this soheppy policy we ootice the foet theat [nd-
adberents o e cluwred of Enpluod hove dicen tho vecr bucklbooe dud sitomith nf tha
Tritial ealnolas.
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have produced a lwuize, ot the shedding of blond in the face, shall
sufier capital pupishment.” But slavery mbost necds e cruel. “The
power of the master must be absolute lo render the.submission of

the zlave porfect's .
Whatever clse, under the decree of 1724, might be done or left

undone, we may be sure that slavery wopld spread ae widely as
seemed advantageots to the slaveholiers.” For hersin is the sgonom’¢
danger of slavery, as in the meking and selling of intoxicants, that
what it most huttful to the commonily 23 2 whole i3 immediately
profitabie to individpais. Accordingly, we are not surprised to jearn
that slavery was frmly established, undet French authority, in the
INlinoic country. lh 1721, according to Winsor, perhaps, however, in
720, Phillippe TFranceis Hensult brought to Kaskaskia, or at least
to the reglon above Lhe confluence of the Crhio and the Mississippi,
*“gome two hundred mivers and five hundred slaves™  [n 1750 a
Jesuit missicrary, probably Father Viyier, gueted by Chief Justiee
Sidney Oreese, {pund eleven hundred whites and three hondred hlacka
in Gyve INbinois villages, When, in October, Iph5, the British, under
Thowmas Stirling, afterward general and lenight, came to the Nlinois
country to take possession thete aceording to the trealy of Paris, 1763,
Februrey oth, the non-Indian population, estimated at five thossand
incinded, perbaps, five hundred siaves. Whatever the number, it was
soun redpeed by emigrationm Inte the Spanish ceontry acrosz the
Misgigsippi, Thus it was that 5t Genevieve, Mizsouri's oldest town,
Iecane g place of telative importance, And it was rom St. Genevieve,
in later ygars, that there gpme part of the blot of slayery as we find
it on early pages of Wisconsin'a history.

g lkelaton of Chiel Fustice Thomas Knfa of Ferih Cergline, ae quoted br
Mra, Hiewe in UTredt Ton wwil, LIE wold seem, bed Sorlh Careling Leached  fbe
leamon tavght by the slmve eode nd 1740, omder which, accordiog o zeqoct of cames
in & HMle ounber of thoe "Graen Rapg™ bwe Ofgmes ®ora 1aafied ko desth for mwrder.
“Uhle ghwmeloes oeda of Morth Capolina flac bad ite mgEleagne on TellEion:  ‘'Negre
slaron weTe ool alinwed ip enlws borees, cabbie or boge*'; aml AF any steck of this
k11 war fomnd 1o el poesspacfun Mx oiclilbe afler 1he peseage of. the act. much
solmmbs 'were o b ospiegd by tka g of ko egunty, apd soll by the ohaiwh
warderid of thée parlvh. The profils adning from soch Eelem went, one-bolf o 1he
purlah, the other half te the Enfeemer,™ 1 quiddé fran Willlawss 'Olstocy of ihe
Nogro Buce o ADETLER,™ ¥il. L. Iwg: B Sea #ler aDpdls,

T. "Hy soma thelr gmploymeeat [thet of megeo slawer] wna ehewsl orlth nlorm,
Teevsou® it wum tbeoght the blorks woold oo cutowmber the whites, ond mbght
S0me AF riRe ADM orerTewer them; hob  ne Ood @iy the feeldest poatest enlefed
Agninet the moml wooog 0f sIEPery in gny rergmd oF e tlme,''—liegbetp ““Making o
the Great Woeet,"™ p. 12T,

‘This ptatement {400 apply 1w Lbe HHLab eplonles, ab leasl bo thewe of Ehe
Harth. PFor ot 3 wory rarly time the Qnakers Tme terfloopy agEinatl glawvery, omd
In 1% tbe Purtion $urlgt, Snmeel Apwell sdvocaicd the Fights of mepgroan in e
“'Selllng of Feeaph,"' wnd eapressed Dis apboluo thul tieere woult b ome progzess lm
Epelllng uniit pluTery waB ATGliEREA,
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Freoch emigration from the $llinois countey continued aotil Kas-
kaslkin, which once contained & population stated vaguely as being
two or three thouszand, and which had been made in ryzr the s=at of
a Jrospit college, hecame reduced to a hamlet of farty-five faroilies.
To these trans-Mississippi emigrants it was no doubt a grief and
bumiliation that their mother country had ceded Her possessionls on
the west bank of the greac river 1o Spain. Tt of the aliernatives,
they preferred the role of his Catholic majesty to the sovereignty of
Great Britain.  Fortunately for Ilhinois, unfortunately for Missaurl,
they took with them their slaves. TFor this migration, in its later
years, the Ordinance of oy was, oo doubt, partly responsible, Rot
the begiuning of it was not due to any inécrference of the Botish
with the systern of negro slavery, Nor did the conguest by Coorge
Rogers Clark of this mesopotamia of the {3hio and the Miseissippd
take, in this respect. any difference, Indeed, there is no worse record
it Ametican history than pne that slavery then made wor only pos-
sible but actual, and the marn from whose note-baok we have the
story iz po other than ithe granduncle of Mary Toddd, tho womoen
who beeame the wife of Ahpmham Linepln. By appointment (dated
ac Williamaburg, 1778, Decemder 1ath) of Governer Patrick Henty
of Virginia, John Todd was made "commandant of L enusiry af
Illingis.” In his onote-hogk i3 to be [ound the subjomed order:

“Tilingis, to-wit: To Bichard Winston, Esg., Sherlff 1o chief of
the Digtrict ol Kaskaskia:

“Megro Manuel, a Slave in your custody, i3 condemncd by (he
Court of Kaskaskia, after having made honorable Fine at the Door
of the Chureh to be chained fo a post ab the Water Side and (here
to he burnt slive and his ashes scattered, ag appears to me by the
Becord. Thisz sentence you are hereby required to put imto execution
on toesdey next at @ volock in Hie morhing, and this shell be your
watTant. Gived uvnder my hand and seal at Kaskaskia, the ryth day
of June, in the third year of the commonwealth.™

An pnknown pen hes drewn black lines in Colene]l Todd's note-
book acrosz the record as found above, From this circemstancs
somt have been inclined to believe, perhaps becanse they wished io
Beliave, that the sentence was never actually carried out. Bat in the
opinion of Edward (5. Mason, Esq, of Chicago, who has carstully
studied this swbject, “it ia probabl® that the settefce was aetually
execited.”

“Te make honotable Fine at the Door of the Church™ is 2
przxling expresaton to most of v, Under dute of ifpy, February 1sth,
Eizhop 5. ). Messmer, of Green Bay, wrate me: “T have asked
N J .

E. ChMd of Rokacs 3., b of Letvl, beotber of Tiboo
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diferent gettllemed about it They all agree that it s only a bad
literpl tramslation of the French ‘Rire une amende honotable, which
tneatls o make proper amends for an injustice or wrong, As o the
cystom mentigned in your reference, you will get an ides of it hy
referring to Wehster's Dictionary under the word amende”  From
& gquotston in the Century Dictionary we learn thet it was "2 moar
ignominiopy punishment inflicked wpon an extream ofender, who
miat go through the streers barefont and bareheaded (with & butning
Iink in kis hand) ooto the seat of justioe, or some such public place,
and there confess his offence, and ask forgiveness of the paviy he
hath wionged.”

Bighop Messmer adds; “Why Webster should call it an ‘ine
famogs” punishient, I can not wnderatand, cxcopt it be in the same
sense @s the logu] phrase poeha anfamis, a pubishiment for a crime
which renders the ¢ulprit legally infamons, 0 e, deprives him of his
eivi] rights™

However, the punishment, us described sbove and by Webster,
would seem to be infamous enough.  And thus, very possthly, it
way that the poor victin al Kaskaskia paid part of the penalty
of his imagiogry ofcnse hittle metre than a bindeed yéacs ago.

“The thiedl vear af the commonwealth™ was, of colirse, the ole
etding Tuly 41h, 1xp0.  On June xsth of that year another order was
giver by Todd in regard to the execution of a sentence of death for
alleged witcheraft, thia me in the case of “Morean, & slave condemned
to execution,” douliless for the same offense: voudossm, v witch-
eraft. To this unbappy victitn was glven the more merciful death of
banging. Is he uot the last, in any Christian nabion of the world,
legally to suffer death for his imagined offerser

What males this matter of special interest 1o us who dwell in
Wiaconain 13 the fact that what was then law in the Illinoiz countr
was law lhere also. For all the region lhat sohacquently becamn the
ol Morthwest Territoty was annexed, 1774, by 14 Gen, I, cap
&3" o the provinge of Cluehce. By thiz enactment there wig stifled
the feeling, if such existed, that mighl have led Canada to join the
colonies then about ko revolt For it restored to the clergy of the
dominant chuceh “the Des and Rights," as related o members of
their own communion, that they enjoyed when under the zovereigniy
¢f the Bowrhoms. “Oue of the rest of said acemsiomed Duess and
Righta'" provision might e made for the “Endouragement of the
Protcstent Religion, and for the Maintenance aml Spppart of 2 Proi-
cstant Clergy,” that is, of course, tho church of England and clergy
belonging 1o it, with possibly & bome or two thrown, if expedient,
to trans-Atlantic ministers of the church of Scotland
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The clergy of at lsast two inluential zects heing thus gppeased,
claimants of land woder French grants, and of atigncuniat (and per-
haps other) titles and privileges mual also be placated. For amomg
them, as well as among the clergy, there had been uteasiness evar
since their country had passed under Eritish sovereignty. The king™s
proclamation, issued in the time of victory, and hewring daterof 1r03,
COctaber 7th, made no special pravision for them any more than bor
the ¢lergy, MNow ir wa# enacted “that all hizs Majesty's Canadian
Subjects within the Provinee of Duebes, ithe religious Oreders and
Communities only excepted, may als¢ hold and cnjoy their Propexty
and Prossessicns, together with all Coseema and Usages relative there-
to, and all other their Civil Rights, in as large, ample, and khencficial
Monner, as if the said Froclamation * % had not been made, and
as tay cansist with their Allegiance to bis Majesty, amd salaeclaon
to the Crown and Parliament of Greag Britain; and that in all Matters
of Comtroversy, relative to Property and Civil Rights, Hesoet shall
e had to the Jaows of Canada, a9 the Bule for the Decisiaon of the
same"

Among these “possossiona™ were, a3 we have scen, negro slaves,
We find evidence that thete had besn one of these at Green Bay years
belote this coyntry had ceaged tg be part of New France. Whenever
it was that Tde Veile [Neyon De Villiers?], the French commandant
at La Baye, murdeted in his drunketness and rape three Saok chiefs.
he had with him # negro scrvant, presumably a glave.  This must
have bean Defore 1e45. Upon che surrender of Canada 1o ¢he Brilish,
Marquis e Vaudrenil, the French goverhor, wtole te Charles de
Langlade, of La Baye, oo, September gth; that by the acticles af
capitulativn the people of the Northwestern setilements “miay baen
their negro and Pawnee? slaves,” except, adds Dr. Draper, from whom
I copy this noie, “such slaves as they may have captured from the
Brntish." It dore not nreed this last relerehce té rernind ws that begbo
slavery wzs tolerzied and encouraged in the colonies of Britain ag wrll
aj it those of Framce.

We are now prepared to continae our study of the legal and so-
cial condition of this Ohie-Mississippi-and-Grea-Lalee region after
its comquest by (reorge Rogers Clark. As to population, it waa In-
dian, hall-beeed, French and negro. IL was a conquered portion of

% "The Wembern Iodlutm Srore HaTobolderd., Thef followed che anclemt and ban-
eatlo enstem of Aciflor camiliten tnhoem io war loge alavery, often we (he Al
asbwa of putting them to dqath: wod among thoir bost costomers, feom the encly
dags af Mreoch coloolzetlom, wers the whltsa msn, whe afeen baoghl, 11 mst bhe
pddedl, B3 Aels of hemahlty. Se wady of thees Ted slarss talangod te o elepl: idue
that Vawaor, 9F “Conl'’ 8 Qe Froueh weols 11, oema {0 be the commoa word D
alore dreempreetiye of emen, thos repemilogp the bistcoxy of the wrord fBlay' fieelr—
Hinslale's “The Oid Nocthwest,” po HE,
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the provinee of Quebec. The conguest had been made by soldicrs,
and wnder the authority, of Virginia. The Revolotionary war was ok
al an end. Prudence demanded of the conquerors that they make
as {tw changes as possible. They had reasan, moaoreover, to be grate-
ful, far, in some cazes, they Jound & people ready for volumtary transter
ol allegiance from his Brilannic majesty o the nascent republic of the
United States. "The Kaslaskizng ' says Moagses M. Strong, “assisted
il sscuring the submission of their neighbors at Kabokia.” M.
Gibault, priest at Kaskaskia, wolontatily wndectook the task of pers
soading the inhabitams of Vincennes to talke the gath of allegiance
to Wirginia Io this be was successful. Ta permit to such 2 people
as large 3 megsurc A3 pozgiblc of local self-government wes certzinly
policy,

But now the question erises, Under what authority did the Fas-
kaskia coart suppose itsclf te be aching whet it aedtenced the “Negre
Manuel” to be burned to death? Whateyer we may think of the
Cuebee act,—from which 1 have guoted by its number and by the
year of the reign in which it was passed; an act which our Eevolu-
tionary jorefathers disliked 3o much chat it iz spocifically referred fo
in the Declamation of Independenec as one of the causes justifving
separation from the mother country—whatever, T say, we may think
of eaid act, it Jdid not revive or restore French crimdnal law, On the
gonirary, it cxpreasly pravided that “the Criminzl Law of England *
* * ghall conticue to be administored and to be obscrved as Law
in the Frovinee of {Juehec * * to the Exclusiod of every other
Hule of Crimingl Taw."” And though statutes against witcherait as
guch, and not as 2 mere means of fravd or of imposition upon the
ignorant, continued in force in-Ireland untl 1821, yet the last of sach
lawz had been repeaied in England in a726  Marcover, the law in
France against wiecheralt, though it kept s place in legal works
until the middle of the cighteenth centory, must, by that time, or
before it, have Deen practically annolied; that is, bolove the enlforced
geparation of Lonisians end Canada from the mother coumtry.  Yer
f* i3 probable that under the old law agrinst sercety, then incperative
in France itself, there was had the Jegal conwviction of the slaves
Manue] and Mareap. (therwise the law must have becn purcly local;
one framed, pethaps, for the accasion, Then the guestion atises,
What legislative body was there tathpetent to make such an cnaet-
ment? Dut, to an alarmed community, lear sometimes tabkes the place
of law.  Yet il this was madness thets was method is (b

Whataver we say think of Todd's responsthiiity in coanection
with ihiz matter, it would be umjtst to him 6ot to cemember that he

was an emancipationist, as i3 shown by a hill that he introduced wtn
the Virginiz lgaisiatire. This sative of Pennsyliania allied himse,
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it wonld seem, in his adoprted state, not with that class of men who
would have thought it no partienlar concern aof theirs if Frenchmen
of Kaskaskia wanted to burn or hang a few of their niggers, but
with the opponents of slavery; men like Washington, George Mason
and Edward Coles. This last [z a name to which, in connection witlt
otr eubject, we should give especial honots For he it was wha,
having miade INingis his home, fed to victory the men who préserved
and made effective there the prohibition of slavery instituted by the
great Orilinance of 1987 With serrow and shame, in theee better
«daye, we learn that Goverpnor Caoles, for this great good he wrought
‘for Illinois, was [mirly dtiven from the state. Two Virginias there
were in those days, each of which bad, in this vast inbtror, a potent
influence, One we hotor as the mother of Fresidents, the other
wa3 willing to become, and did become, the mothet of slawes.

W¥While this Wisconsin region was in that chaote state when by
ircary it was in possession of the Americans, by trade in that of the
British, and by actual occupaney in that of French Canadiana and
Indians, there was at feast one ¢pge of negro slavery at Green Bay.
Augustus Grignon ihus tells the storys

“It has alteady been related that Caplain De Weile, who was
warly killed by the Sankes at Green Bay, had a negro servant who,
1 presome, was a alave. I lmow of but one other African slave ot
Cireen Bay, and he was a mere lad, not over hali a dozen years of age,
when puprchased by Baptista Brunet of one Masaliasho, & 5t Louis
Indier trader, giving ong hundref dollars for bim, The boy was
probably at #imes very provoking, hut Mr. Bronet was inexcusably
wevere in pimichitge hitt; he had a staple overhead in his hovse, 1w
which he woold tie the boy's hands and ¢hen whip him without mercy.
Thus things went on for about sight years, till about 807, when Mr.
Lampbell ¥ wha had been a trader among the Sioux, was apponred
1he first American Indian agent at Prairic du Chien, and who in soms
way heard of Brunet's craclty, same and, took the negro away. What
was further done with him I do not know™

But far more imporiant, aven to our narrative aoett Wiscorsin,
than the holding, during this period, of a single slave at Green Bay,
was the passage of the famous Ordinance of 1787, Back of this
real measire wad a great movement and & great man, The mowe-
ment was the transplantifp of & part of Masschosetts=—Ior it is men
that consiilute a state—vo what was soon to he Ohic. The man was
Manisseh Cutlet, nomen vetlierabile et clatiim,  Few names in history
are as great a5 this, and none more spotless. It is the mark of a

1. Erphablr tlide mos Colln Campbetl who did srodlee sx inlerpentss, 1o 1Ay,
for Ageat Talloferne ut Fort foslliug,  See “Dsplockts a0d Floness of Miomogasta,'" -
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comprehensive mind to possess varied abilities; Mapasseh Cutler was
man of tusiness, lawycr, clergyman and physician, In this last capac-
ity and as <haplain he served in the Hevolutionary army, Aldn w2
the spirit that made him 2 eoldier was the impolst that sent [im,
in 1784, to the White mountains whers, as one ol the first pariy of
non-Indian explorers, he ascendcd Mount Washington, Tle was
mathematician enough to malke astronomical ealculations that, at the
time they were made, had not been surpassed in America.  In botanwy,
he waz the second writer that this countty produced, and the first
to attemnpt 1 scientific deseription of the plants of New England,
Heo was the author of “Meteorological Observations, 1781, ‘=, ‘B3
In teasonable probability he was one of the Arst to appreciate the
possibilities ol the sleamboat, even m it cruade fprm a3 invented
by John Fiwch twenty-one years hefore Fulten's Clermont tmade her
famems first trip up the Hudson. MoMaster tells of Dr. Cuder’s part
i the making of a true screw-propellsr.  That was at Marictta, the
Plymouth of this newer New England that iz the Old Northwest,

Thiz is the region whose adherence to the East and North made
impossible the [ulfilment of the plan so often suggested before 1BST of
2 Soutbern aond Western confederacy, The affiliation of this seectian
with the Morth was beceuse both were anti-slavery, and thiz, in greut
patt, was brought about by the Crdinance of 178y, With thiz pro-
posed measdte the last Coogress of the Confederation: a different 1n-
stitution fromy the Continenta! Congress—had been wresiling; amd the
proposal 1o forbid sluvery— beought jorward by Nathan Dane at the
secomd reading of the Crdingnce—scemed dopmed to defeat. Then
ir was that Manasseh Cutler did a service that entitles him to rank
wilh the greatest of statemen.  Aw agent of the Chio company and so
1 possible parchaser of land that Conpress desived to aell, and as
ene of the founders of a prupesed settlofnent that the whole countty
needod for ity enlargement, wnity and defense, hic was in a position to
ingist, and did insist, on the proposed amendment, Doubtess the
whale Ordinance passed uynder his attentive eyez, and almost cer-
tanly received from his pen changes that comnbuted to e
high mmnk it has taken among the staie papers of the world.  His,
protahly, is the pobic declaration: “Eeligion, morality and Enowl=-
edge being necessary te the good governinent and happiness of man-
kind, schpols =nd the means of eduestion shall fovever be en-
conraged.” Without 2 gilt of land for the support of 2 eniversity in
Ohio he’ woold not boy land there for the colony that he and his
assaciates propoged 1o found, e drew up a plan for the establish-
nient and goyertment of such a oniveraity, and thus became the fatlwer
of an important part of the educational systemn of these nortberm
stares of the Intecior .
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“Copied in succeeding acts for the orggnirzation of Terntories,””
uiys Alowander Johnson, “and sGll controlling the spirie of anch acrs,
the Ordinance of 1787 is the foundation of almost everythime which
makes the Amcrican system peculiar”  This Ordinance abolished
pritiogenituse and eotasl. It secured mqual rights of inheritance, 1t
made possikle the Emancipation Proclamation and, in 1883, what is
substantially s sixth article appears as the thivieenth amendment o
the sonstitution of the United Stares, In it was in cmbryn the con-
stitution of Wisconsin, and the anti-sfavery clanss thereof i5 3 frans-
<ript of that foend in the ordinance. Thasg it is that Manazseh Cuiler

" stands eminently and honorably celated 1o the history of Wisconsin,
and especially to the subject of this narmative,

Wa mogt not make the mistake of thinking that the choice of
pogition for this New England and eoti-slavery colofy was a tralter
of small importance. It was not oo Lalke Erie, but on the Ohio,
where it confronied slave 30il and made it certain that one of the
banks of the “beauntiful river” shoubd be free. 1 de nat Lehow that
Dr. Cotler had anything to do with the choige of position, though it
ia probable that he had. He must heve known of the danger, then felt
iy Washington and othera to ke real and great, that the existine
irans-Alleghany settlements might attempt to fownd 2 republic of their
own. There were existent the conditions that, at a later time, made
Rure's movement a0 dangerous, 1!l Mariettd became a strong link o
the chain that bound the now states of the Interior tu thuose of the
Atlantic Coast. It may be that this region of the Qhio and the Great
Lalkes hae been twice saved to our national Union, and it has cer-
tamnly helped to make hat Union worth saviog.

S0 great was Dr, Cotler's part in founding the ncw commanwealth
-of Ohio that "The Nation™ has said: “Maanasseh Cutler s entitfed to
tank with Bradford, Winthrop, Penn, Calvert and Oglethorpe as the
foonder of 5 state''19

And yet this Calvitnstic clergyman of the sighteenth centuey was
free foom the eommon clerical fault of trying to extend specigl privi-
leges to churches of his owan communion. Coming from a state
where Congresationalism was the "standing order,” that is, 2 goast
establishment, he preached in the new colony in favor of the separa-
fion of church and state. He recognized fmnkly the defects as well

11, h brloge this morement of Berr's somewhet cloger to fhe thowtht of dwells
ore in Wismwmeis e Lo that, for Being smepecied of samplicdty o I, Hener Dodgpa,
wae flest Tarclloriel goversoe, woan indlgted [ tregecs, O thle gfenad he wean
jopocent, Kot hs wnold preobrbly howa bern perfoetly wlllng o ackoowlcdge. ook
af copet, », readloss to ia A illbosteribg parly egaioak the Speulards whe then
raled Mes i

13, Xat it 10 Doteworthy thak, w8 Wmember of tbe Hegee of Ropraspoiativos, bo
ot e aEAingt ¢he mdmicsicn of the sisbs thet ha holped ta foend.
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2% the axcellencies of the plder Puritanism. And there are those wihoe
will think it not the least of his c¢laims to honorgble remembrance
that though he served in the Massachusetts legislature, was twice
elected to Congress, and was offercd 3 judge’s commission by Wash-
ington, yet he rontibued faithful (o ¢he duty of Christian hishop,
serving In that capacity, jor Alty-mwe years, the bhumble parish which
first called him to that high oflice,

To proserve intaet the work of Manasseh Cul'ler, as wrought into-
the preat Ordinance, there was here in Wiscotsin ao strupgle, as in
{hio, Indiema =nd Illinois. And yet the slement that strove there
for the legal right io bring vpon thosc great states the shame and
hurt ol negro slavery was represented here also, It can not be mads
ton clear that Wisconsin was settled hy Lwo currents of emigration,
different in arigin, in rowte hithcr and in place of settlement. The
later, and, wltimately, the larger of the two has small but most honor-
ahle place in our narrative™ It came icom New England, New York
and northern Ohio, and, so far as T know, trought with it naot one-
slave. Thus were formed the #acly American settlemenis in eastern
Wisconzin, or, a9 it wag at first, Michigan-west-of-the-lalke

In the southwestern part of what has become Wisconsin, matbers.
were different. Here i3 owur par of the lead region, united by the
Mississippi to Missouri and the South. From these sources, and hy
this route, came the Atet of the two great curventd of Wisconsit-ward
rrigration,  With it were brought some #laves. There are those who
will remember that, at an early day, perhaps 1822, Tames Johnson
hrought to the [ead region from Kentucky a number of negre slaves.
We do oot know that any of these ever gel fodt upon any part of
what is mow Wistonsin, though the places where they wothed are
almost on our southern houndzry line, We may here allude to the
statement of Governot John Reynolds—In partial accord with one on
the same subject already yoobed Hom Winsor—that “the first im-
portation of slaves woas one of five hundred made [rom San Domingo
in 1726, by Philip Renault to work the mioes.” If those of the
“Mine river"™+ werc tr Renault's plan, 1 loow of oot the least

I3, The wrlfer wowtures Lo put hets the Jzst povagrsybh nf him Orst papar 0o
tha smbect of th18 memograph  (Pepowelings of the Wiecobsln Stale Histoeioed
Aowlaty, 180E):

‘UThe pestnd of the bwe gtent strgama nf immigrstion hithor came by wey of the
Twd Great Lakens, and for the Iooat paré Irens New Hagland aod Kew Yook, IE wes.
Aiatecily aoti-gavery in wentlment, Among the meu whe formmed part of iels leoves
mont wera maor who o Ioter vomew rowisted mentolly the pbomionble fuglclve alkve-
lmw. But ageloat bomzo slarvery Bxelf, aml |0 more inoediete offects, the smbadl-
tionists wWhko came hither frm the Bpath, msd:, Bere abl elstalitbe, &g cpclier
Oght, »od pFminek greater ofdn won wietery,™

ld. Tpo oeme glven by Le Soeor bp whot wn call the Veree of Galend civer.
To this stremm he rame, epphreutly ob the Wkh of Aorost, 1700,  According Gim



NEGRO SLAVERY IN "WIBDGNS‘IN. 117

evidence that any of the five hundred negrocs were eyer hrought
thither, And certainly, as we have already learned, thia importation
of slaves was mot the frst unlesa Bevnolds has referonce mercly ta
the Illinois country. So we dismizs this matter, close the page of a
hundred and seventy years gone by, and seele information from thoge
whom the fathers of Wisconsin kiew as contemporaries, Some of
them yet abide with us.

Few in nygmber and venerable in years are the men whoae living
tips can tell from personal lmowledige any part of the story of negro
clavery in Wisconsin. How many there are [ do not kmow: with
three T have conversed on this subject: Jobn Meyers, of Platteville;
ex-Jodge Joszcph Trotier Mills, for many wears a resident of Lan-
caster, now of Manitowor; and Seorge Wallace fones, of Dubungue,
Iowa, With twe others now numbered with the tdeall I hawe had
personal epmmunication: with Jeremiah Porter, T I, of Beloit, by
ward of mouth; end by correspondence with Bev. Iemar Erving
Heaton, whose first Western home was at (0ld) Belmont, in the Ter-
rtory of Wisconsina® It was Mr. Heaton, if I remember rightly,
whoze glafements led me to make investigation until T lognd chat
slaves had been held within sight of the Iittle red farm-house chac
was iy boyhood home. FHe whe once owned them I have already
thamed: (reorge YWallace Jones. The place where they were held
was Hinsinawa Mooand, whose e¢test of MNingara Hmesione, like the
sitmmits of the Platte Mounds and the Blue, testify to the unmeasured
age of "this old, @ld land that men call new,"” and telf on pages of
rock the story of the denvdation of the repion around them,

These “mounds"—for one who was brought up in sight of them
can not be expected to viclate fxed local dveape ont of deference to
the Century dictionary or Wehater's International—naturally attracted
the attention of the hrst sectlers, as they had that of the explorers
of this regrion.  Sinsinawa Motnd is part of the preemption elaim
that was the first to be prowved in the Mingral Pomt land-office when
il was opencd. 18306, Augost rst. TE it be asked, How could this entry
of pre-beadng land have hecr made at that time? thete are three
possible apawers, General Joned thinkes that the act reserving such
lands had not Leen passed when he made his claim. O the land may
huve heen regarded s agricultural, not ore-hearing. The third poa-
sibility 1% that the registrar of the land-office may have been quitc
willing tn make friends of the settlers by neglecting to make proper
inquirics in the interest of the governmeent.

Bangrfl §& Lo Hare (Frencls Alatoriral Colectione of Londsiana, parer 1L, po &)
e reported that oo the clght of ikl siceom, “seven ledgoew iolend, o & lemd
ming."' That disiencs wonld bpvn brougbhi Llm Wte Wioevaslo, Dol probably 1w
mnlne thut he heard of was oeacer the ™Mlasimmlpel, YO0 e 1ot of Sepbembor, B
rameed the Culseondlo clver, thieh & shoit balf & Wagon wbln o lke mowth ™ .
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A gcvern ilipess in the apring of tdzy browght (eneral Joees,
under advice of Doctor, afterwards Umted States Senator. Lewis
Tiwlds Linn from 5t. Genevieve, Missour, to what is now Wisconzin,
Huere from Bz until 1834 be made hig legal residence ap Singinawsa
Mornd, Thither [t was, as I have said, that he browght slaves, “a
dozren or fifteen,” according to his own reeollection. Ten is the
niurber of his “family™ ag reported in the Territorial census of 1830
CHhera roported slaves thal year; he dal not. Yot some of the ten,
it is almoak certain, wore pegrocs who had not then asseried rhear
Iegal right to fresdom, This was done by one of Jones's quasi staves
in 1833 Some account of the case T bave bad EBom the old gen-
fleman himself, judge Mills remembers @ and, in the "Hlistary of
Grent County,” the story 15 told by Free Williams25 joreman of 1the
jury, who was uniorminate enough o find himself compelled to serve
with eleven ignorant and obsiinate agsociates. General Jomes gave
me the names af the attorpeys: Thomas P Buenett and Tames Wilson
for the negro: Frank Dunn and Charles Hempstead for Rimacli. My
notes, imperiectly made, lead te to think that with Duen and
Hempstegd—the lgttor of Galeng—was associnted a third lawyer, W
H. Banks of Mineral Point. According to General Jones's recollec-
tion, the judge charged the jury that the negro's legal status was
detarmined by the statute of the state whenee he had heen brought,
and that, consequently, he could not be party o 2 snit, But such a
ryling docs not seem b be consistent with the fact that ihe case
was given to o jury., Whatever the charge the foreman says nnthmg
about it. T tranectibe parct of his narrative:

“Harvey Yepper was sheriff, Judge Dunn was on the bench;
I was foreman of the jury; old ydlﬂw—b]ick Paul was plaintiff; and
Colome! Jones, whe went to Congress and perched himaelf on pop of
Sinsinawa Mound=he was the defendant. Jones owned Faunl down
in Kentgeky TMissguri], and when Pauol got on the 3ound he quar-
reled with his master and hecame obstrepercus, and Jones drove him
off. He then went through the countty Rddling at what they called
‘srap dances. Frmales then wete very scarce * ¥ F s the boys
would dance alone on the sod floor, and Paul would fiddle for his
whisky, and when he ran oo far ont of knees and elbows he woold
go back g Jooes and saw wood, and Jones would supply him with
old clothes,  After some years Paul concluded, as caurts and lawypars

15, WL oo Dot kRooew Fesa! aeke J. W, Srakoo ip Ko ogrorr f ML e
Taninvarats 12 the Dogerted Fillage'' (History of (imbk Cogsty], Mre. deado.
wrlitlng tn or about 1884, omils WHllams *“& Hvlag afchaeploglen]l meaoument: of 4he
Hiloes dlabd IAE 10 Flewbord.'" EBall "monomant™ oaedd ks other, end probabHr dee
perTas 0o Teektier, ineorlption them one that conld ho eeslly- compesed ont of 118 wlD
parrtive, a8 glven ghome,
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had made their appearance, he wounld sue hiz old master for wages,
and have a final settlement i this free coumity, We heard the evi-
dence, Tha yellow darkey hadme’t a hit of proal in support of his
claim, but eleven of the jurors wenl in steep for the plaintiff, con-
tending if Paul recoverod wages it would make him a frec man, I
asterted that he wis free any way, wages oar no wages; that we were
bound to ga according to law,

“We should have hung there until rhis time, probahly, but for a
couple of huge, gray, timber wofbves, that old ‘“Woll-caicher Craham’
had Brought into the town plat, gecurely caged in his wapon, Every-
budy then attended court, 2nd everybody brogght his dows. The old
wori—catcher set up & lowd cry, saying he would ler ot a woll against
alt the dogs it creati®n, if the propls who desired the sport would pay
him $20 each for his walves, and allow him the sealps. The money
was raized quicker than you could count it. We would have almast
pald the natisnal debl to gee o woll-Gght. The first woll—and be was
an old sottler 1 tell yoo—was let loase n the yard, night under onre
window, We ran to it and climbed an each others' shoulders.  HSuch
snapping, barkong, growling and biistling oo never heard or naw.

* ¥ * The tevalvitg mass turned cound the corner where we
couldn't sco them, and then my eleven associates cried: “Far heaven's
wike, Free, do agree, so we can get out of this cursed hole and zec
the fun,' ‘Boys,’ said I, ‘T bave been raized with wolves, I won't
hudge aun inch Eor any arguments that dogs apd wolves can furmush.”
Well, Free, just say Lhat Jones shall pay 2 dollar, and we will come
down to that” ‘Newer a cent.” We heard the uproarious Taughter and
shouta of the ourside world, Tt was too mach for the boys, The
fricnds of poor yellow Faul yielded, and cried out “We agree; wrire
out the verdict, Froe!' T wrote out the verdict for the defendant; bue
la! we wete (0 a worse condition than ever, The judge, sherijf and
all hands hed gone to the entertainment Neo Hme was to be les,
A chair was picked np, 4 window smashed, and a5 Judge Donn heard
the glass come jingling to the ground he screatned; “Fepper! Pepper!
let those men out; they will dcar down the caurt hoozel” These words
soutded like the trunip of jubilce,  'We handed our verdict 1o {he
sheriff, and rushed down stairs like & flock of frightened shean when
the dogs are after them " ’

Somewhat mare, prabably, than 3 mere goesticn of wages under-
lay this case. It was wery likely a movement on sgme nnc's nar to
seture practical recapnition of the legal fact that in Wisconsin there
wza no soch relation as thHat of master and slawe. The stabds as free-
men of hiz former slaves was fully recognized by (General Jones abont
1R42, aceording to his own tecollestion. What practcally took place
then was very Hkely but the broaking-op of an establishment that,
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jor ithe most pact, had been held together by the bonda of kindliness
and mutual pood will,

brom Sinsinawa mound, whicl is oy a inile from Ilinais aod
vn the dividing line between the towns of Hazel Greem and Jamies-
town, we go northwand to Platterille and vicinig, And now we will
let Father Heaton tell his story:'8

“My hirth was in Franklin, Massachusetta, Ocigher 6, 1808 Tha
Rev. T'r. Emmons was my eatly pasior, We came to Wisconzin in
blay, 1837, Bev, Mr, Kent at Galena adviged me to engage partly i
teaching as that would be appraciated,

“We spemi the Arst summer at El Greove, six miles soath from
{oldy Relmont, Two ladies, residipg threc or foor miles distant, in
nearly opposite directions, were membears of the Methodise choreh
in Plateville, A Mo Miechell from Virginia was their miniszer.  Fle
was a man of poptilat address. but he brought two slave gitls with
him, and kept them sotne years, in defiance of the Jaw, When thiz
appeared unsale, he sent them back 1o glavery.”

AMr. Hertar has here made a slight mistake,  Tomes Mitchedl,
who branght the slaves, did not come to Wisconsia until 18332 Nine
years before, his brother fohe T, had been gppointed by the Rock
river conference of the Metbodist Episcopal chureh to service at
Galena and wiginity. While thes enpaged he organized the Mehodist
cliurch of Plattevitle,  To this place came in 1336 his father, Rov.
Semuel Mitchell, a local preacher. He was the Mitehell, almost cer-
teindy, who was preaching at Matievidle in 1I837—houpll prabaebly
merely as helper to the Veirenit rider,” Bev, Jobn Cramaner, then sla-
tioned there.  Semael Alicchell has, i conneckion with slavery, as m
othey matters, a must honorable history, which eame to me as nar-
rated by hiimself to the laie Rev. Flulo Sage Bemnelt of Appletun:

He was sitting omne day wnder a tree, watching his negroes wt
work, when he huppened 1o think of the Golden Bule. It did not
oeed any difficult reasoning to reach the conclusion that he wonld not
like to be working withont wages for a man who bimself was doing
nothing, Then followed (he giestion. put 1o himself: Buk why he sa
particwlat about one part of the law of God without abeying in all
things? Thug ke became, (n the evangelical semse of the term, a
Christian, "Ee then emancipated s slaves, and after a while moved
te Southern Tliinois, taking with him thoze who wers disposed to go,
aodd provided for thein homes ag far as Re coubkl Thus he showed
the thorpughtiess of his conversion ™1t

In a second letter'™ Father Idcaton thus continued his narcative:

16. Im b Igtéer duied nl Fremaob, NehcAses, 1B20. March &tk
1T. TNcoketl"s "“Historr 1 Methodism i Wimsgnaln,” page 92,
I8, DAtel 1800, Marth 2HA,
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“The report of slaves held in Wisconsin is sorrowiully more ex-
tetisive, 1 would almast say 'Tell it not in Gath' As nearly hire
years have passed sinee I leit the Lead Mining Repion, I can trust
only to memory. More than twenty years ago, while we were ab-
sent from home, our house was borned, with all my books and papers.

"L think Mr. Mitchell’s first name waz fames. His sister was the
wife of Mr. Hountree in Plattewille. Each of thege men vought two
glaves with bim, I have seen them all. o June, 1838, a census wa:
taken preliminary io the scparation of Wisconzin and Jowa, One of
these men, [ think Me, Rouontree, renorted his slaves as slawes, T
recollect secing the returns of the censes as s¢ printed. A no law
authorized holding slaves in Wisconsin, it is passible that no such
official record can now be found. The essential faces whichk I ten.
tion may doubtless be verified by ingoiries at Plattevills and wicinity,

“T have these evidences that Mr. Mitehell sent Bis slaves back:

“First, Thiz was confdently ceported.  But 1 thiol it aceurred
after I left that region, probably about 1Bz

“Becond. I presume it was mever dispoited.  Certainly [ mever
heard of apy such proetense,

“Third. The slave dealer to whom Muichell consigriced Bhoae
slave girls ot 5t Lowis did not forwetd them 1o their destination.
An anti-slavery paper was published I think at FPrairieville {Wanke-
shal, Wisconsitt, I can not now recall the name of either the paper or
the editor. Yoo can sccertain theso. The legal owner of these slaves
(I think in Virginia) inserted in a paper {printed I think at 5t Louis}
zn article at some length, explaiting the case, and complaming of
the frand, The editer of this anti-slavery paper found this article
atmotg his exchatees, and ingetted it in hizs own paper. T resd it
there. Tructing to memory it included zll the essential facts of the
Cade,

"Two othier men near Elk Grove kept slaves. Oone kept a man
and woman, [ think alsa he kept a thicd, but my recollection of tha
third iz indiztiner,. The other man kept anc slaye girll Soon after
1 left that repion it was reported, and [ doubt fat corvest]y, that abaunt
184z they made a visit to Missouri, taking this slave girl with then.
They sold het thera. :

“51N anather man residing some twelve miles westerly, or norih-
westerly from Belmont kept two or theee slaves, 1 have acen them
all: nine, ar ten, or perhaps eleven in number. Both these tnen at
Elk Grove sent their children to my school,'”

There can be no doubt whatever an bto the sending back of the
Mitchell slave gmirle into legal bondage. In regard to the other cmze
of like sort mentioned by Father Heaton we are ot likely to know
anything mote than the statement he has glven vs. Judging [rom all
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that I have heard of his chararter, we could scarcely find a mare con-
actentions anddl careful witness.  Moreover, I [ound that Br. John
Meyers of Platteville had, when I saw him. vivid remembraonce of
some of the same fagts, He remembered the slave woman—Aygng
Roehel he called her—at Major Rountree’s, His @ther, while wisiting
ot calling at Mitchell's saw gne of the glave girls there.  Mr. eyers
spoke of the storm of indigeation vovaed by Mitchell's act, and of
elfurts to recovet the picls attd Twing theth again to fiee sodl.  He
mentioned Raobert Chapman zs cspecially active in potting forth effort
to get the girls back, Certain matiers I would mentiou doubtflly
vwing to imperiection in my notes. These concern whatl seems to e
a cgse of kidnapping, James Moore was sent in puranic of the girls,
Fe was accompatiied, apparently, by 2 negro blackstmith named Backe-
ner. Once on slaye god, Moore took advantage of his opportunity
and sold his colored tat frec companion, These statemess § put
forth not as affirmations. But I believe Meyers o be 2 truthful and
comrpetent witness,  Blind et not gloomr, a member lor mare than
Aty years of (he Congrepational chiaech of Platteville, e soemed,
wher I maw him, to be byt paficntly waiting the groat change that i
appointed wato all. He had the condrzct, 50 he lold me, isr putting
up the eriginel acaderyy budlding al Platteville, a strocture csed s
as 3 hense of worship by the charek of which he wan a member.

Whet Mo Mitchells offense was committed he was a  mers-
ber of the Rack River conference of Ris hramch, or order. oi 1he
ChristHan church,  As i% well knowns, (heee was shabp contention far
manry years in the Methedist Episcopal chureh on questions thar gres
out of slavery, Many a Paul withsiood to the [ace an erring Pater,
“heeause he was to be blamed”  Apd the great moral victory won
by anti-slavery men within the ceelesiastical domain of Methodiam
preceded the thitmph for which our Union soldiers foughl on felds
of battle By whoee accusation Mr. Mitchell was Brought te trial, T
de rot know,  Moreover, “the tegtimony in the ¢ase dogs not appear
in the record” wtrites Rev. J. W, Richards, of De Kalh, Minads,
the present sceretary of Roek Rivet conference.’™ By his favar amd
the kindness of Rev. T. W, North of Menagha, 1 am able 1o present
the suhjoined transeript of the outling of the trial and the Andicgs af
the conference:

“Charges preferred against Eev. James Jlitchell, a member af
Rock River Aunual Conterence of the Methodist Epizeopal Churceh,
at the sesaion held at Canton, ITllinois, Angust 2--11, 1548,

"CHARGE:—Unchristian, Immotal, and Inhuman Conduct.

"First Specification:—In bringing twao colared girls from 2 slave

19, Under dohg of 1608, Aprll Z5th.
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gtate itto [ree terrifory in the character of slaves, and remining them
as such while in such free territory.

“Secand Spreification'—In sending two colored girls, who were
free, from Free tereitory hack inte a slave state, and receiving and
using the fruits of their labor,

“Third Specification:~In sending from free territary two colored
girla who were free into a slave state as glaves, and leaving them there
to b tteated as such,

“Pourth Specihication—In sending from free tertitory two col-
orell girls into g slave state and leaving them there tu be ireated as
slaves, and neglecting to care for them, and permitting them 1o be
reduced egain to slavery, or treated as slaves,

“Fifth Specification:—In @using two colored girls to be re-
duced to a gtate of involuntary servitnde,

“Sixth Specification:—In causing (wo calared girls to bo seat
from where they were free inio a state of involuntaty servilude, and
receivitty the fraits of their labor, and in dcelaring, in the spring of
1846, that he would do the same thing ander the same circimAtances
again.'

“The reenmd then proes on o ey that testimony taken before a
committes was read, and papers, marked G, H, K, L, M, N No. 1,
N No.z2 B, C, 8, v, showing quite voluminons testimony, bot
none of it given, were proscnted.

“The reading of thiz teatimony angd the setiling of lan quostions
geetnt Lo have occupied the time of the Conference jor about ipur
days.

“The recovd proceeds as follows: The pleadings were closed and,
on motien, the Confercnce reaclved to sit with ciescd doors while
making op the decision. Resolved, That probationers be allowed to
témaitt in the house. A motion o Bhe the voles by yeaz and nays
wa3 lost,

“The first specification was read. Reaolved, That the first spoci-
ficatiot be divided, stopping with the fivst beanch at the word slaves.
First hranch of the first specification sustained.  Sccond branch, not
suzs bai ned. :

"Secnnd specification read.  Resolved to divide the second speci-
fication, the first bratch stopping ac the wotd states, The lollowing
was adopted: Resnlved, That the first branch of the second specif-
cation in gustaived £o far as it applies o one of the gitls. Vote,
thirty-otic to twenty-five.

“Zecand branch of the second specification, not sustained,

"Thitd specification.  Resolved, That the third specification is
sustained so far as it applics o one of the gitls  On counting, the
wobe stood twenty-seven to twenty-fve

W
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"Fourth specification. The same resolution was olfered and loac
by B vate of meenty-six to twenty-cight.  Specification not siusiainead.

"Fifth specification, Same resolution lost. Mot spatgimecd.

"Mixth specification was divided into three branches wone of
which were sustained. Therefore the sixth specification 18 oot suz-
taired,

“The jollowing yuestion was then pul Lo the chrair: When a mem-
her of Conference is charged with 3 crime and the specifiestions sas-
tained under that charge do ot suatain the charge, mav the Confor-
core find the aceosed puilty of sech otber and less moral obliguity
25 tiay be proven by the specifications thus sonstained?  Answer in
the affirmative

O motion, the main charge, which iz as lollows, was dividad,

“CHARGE: L['nchriztian, immorzl and inhuman conduet.

“First Lratich, Unehristian condusl, wos sustained.

“Qecond branch, Immoral conduct, ot stsained,

“Third branch, Inhuman eonduct, not susiaingd.

“f mobion to suspend James Mitchell far ane year was offered
and lost, ’

“Bn mution, the vole by which James Milchell was found guihy
al pnchristian econduet was reeomsidered.  The vote on the charge of
unchristian cotdict wag then taken and the charge sustained, twenty-
cight veting in the afirmative and twenty-four o 1the negative. Con-
ference then resolvod that Bro. Michell e left withowt an appoint-
went for one year. Bro. Mitehell notified the Conlerence that at 1
pruner time he would communicate his wishes in the case, and that he
intended taking an appeal to the General Conlerence.

“Tater on im the joornal this entry appears:

“Bro. Mitchell made o statement in relation o bis case. amd ihe
Cianference recansidered the resolotion by which the penalty was fixed
i his ¢case, The oariginal motion o leave withoot an appaintmenc
g withdrawn and, on motion, the character of Bro, Mitchell passed,

“Bro. Mitchell notified the Conderence that for ihe present he
would withdraw his notice of an intention to appeal.”™

oo dopbt the victory of the anti-slavery men was more decide!
tham would appear iromt tire vecord, Brother Mitehells wseiulness in
Wiscomsin was at an end. Indeed he séetiz to have been transferred
froom the Territory in 1fgq, and never ggain 4id he have here a pas-
toral appointment. Mr. Benoetl's History takes fnel leave of him
witn the following comment: He “occnpied 2 conspicuows pogition,
and was evidenlly a man of much abili; bot he was quite as distin=-
guished for promoting patty strife as {or Tiis ueelulness.'"

THe old Arnb chief who always asked when a case was brought
before hiny, “Whete iz the woman?” weuld have been gratifed at the

-
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answer in this instenee. Faor, d Mr. Bennett was rightly informed,
the glave girls were the property of Mrs, Mitchell and oot of her
husband.

Mext in order, in oor narrative, comes Mineral Point, To Flor-
ence Elizabeth Baker, of the Historical Libmary, Madison, we owe
the Iollowing narrative:

Colonel () MeKim3® bropght with him from Baltimore, Mary.
land, two house servants, slaves, known as “Aunt Thnah” and ‘George’
McKim. They were on a farm south of Mineral Point, Wisconsin, n
tha=, and had been there for two years befare that, perhaps.  Neither
mr father nor uncle can say that they were ever formally emancipaved.
They never beard of (b if such is the case, bot when Colonel MceKim
went Lo New York state 10 engage (n budiness, a few years lafer, he
left themt both. Awnt Dinaft went to live with Mrs. Fhil Thomas, nce
Faomy Brewer, a Southerp girl, and stayed there for some time.  Brs
Thumas died about two years after her roarriage, and her hushand a
few years later.  Just when Awnt Dinah retumned to the "MoeKim
farm™ no one here knows, hot the last Lrece of her sefms 1o end at
that time. Her son died not many yeats ago, samcwhere near Mineval
Poine. He used to be hddler for the dencing parties between 1Hgs
and M55, and was, at varinus pericds durng those years, coolk at the
Franklin Houze, In March, 18:x, my father came to Madison, and
twxr months later my uncle ollowed, so that it is 2 long time since
these facts have beep cither thought of or discossed. T might add
that Colonel McWim waz a bachelor, and that hiz [arm was gold 0o
Bt Ansley when he Tett. I think the title was the uswal Scouthern
“erlpnel’

"L have obtlained the above facts Feom my father, [, I, D. Baker,
his sister, Elizabeth Baker Fox, and her busband, C. . Fox, ail of
whom live in Madison now [18us, July =6th]"

Miss Baker adds: 1 might say that it is only by common report
tha: these people wers slaves, but the vety fact that they were brought
here at that early dats spems to poirt [n that direchion. All thioe
of my informants are sure fhat, for a tine at least, theie negroes wers
actually held as slaves.™

in regand t0 Dodgeville we have a stoty of emancipation tather
than of slavery, Tt ic thus told by Mrs Sally Hopking Maddin, widew
oi Ienty Dodge Maddin, grandson of Governgr Dodge:

“CGraverngr Henry "Diodge came to this Territory in 182 and
brovght a number of slaves with him. On reaching this stale he in-
forrced them of their freedom, hut they still remained with him aed
worked “for him. He built cabing for them oa hiz farm known as

H. o the dent volunss oF “'Wlscomeln Raporte™ we #nd (e neon of Rlekard Ale-
Eiw ot Tows romnty, Probably he 1% Lhg “Colcosal'! MeEing of Miss Buker's oerestima.
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the 'Governor's Grove,” beiween Mincral Point and Dodgeville, and
provided for them while he Yved; and they, many of them, were burisd
ol the farm. i

"During the time he was United States senator he retained lis
resiqence ot his farm, where his wife remained  During later life, hia
willers were spent with his son, Aungustus Dodge of Burlingtoro,
Iowu, and his summers in Mineral Point, where he received weekly
visits [rom his former slaves, and supplied their needa with money
amd provisiona. Their descendants are widely scattersd, some few m
Miperal Point, but the majority in Illineis. Ile always paid his col-
ored people’s taxed, and, in shorl, ewercized over them, during his
antire life, the same care 3 good guardist gives Bie ward™ .

Supplementary 1o the narrative is wn extract’! from a letter by
the late Morgen Lewis Martin to Apgestus Cacsar Dadge, 383, Moy
aeth. He kas been wtiling of other thembers oF the bousehald, and
adlds:

“Hor can I forget the appearance of the negro slaves, whe clung
to your lather’s family even afier they were given [resdom, as dutiful
children dependent for pretection and daily wants ypon a parent.”

According to General Jones, a native, like Dodge, of Yincennes,
Intiana, and {of mahy years his acyuaintance and friend, Todge, he-
frre leaving Bissoudd, called togother his negroes and promised froe-
deotnn alter five wears” service to such of them as would go with hum
te hia proposed new home. It is worthy of honorable mention here
that Henry Dodege, when in the United States senate, voled in favor
rt the Wilmot Proviso, while his son, 2 member from Towa, of the
g:ime haody, voted against it.

We now come to the place where, doabtless, there wete more ips
gtancea of the holding of ocgroes in slavery fhan any where els= o
Wisconzin, Thiz. however, is due to the fact that some of the armey
officers at Fort Crawtord brought slave: thither and kept them there.
Fiy the census of 1836, there was reported ome negro male slave m
the famtily of Thomas Street, and one foitale in that of T, (LF T
Lockwond. Seventeen slaves are reported as being held in the for,

T a great extent, no doubt, the fort was in practice, hoth at this
tme and later, a law unto pteelf.  The most ragic story, in cobmactun
with nur subject, is one told?® by Jokn H. Fotida, "At a1 peneral elec-
tion,” he saye, "held on the zand day of September, 1845 T was clected
tr the office of coronet and eonstable for Crawlerd county, In the
ftst office the duties that develved on me were neither few nor picas-

21, I mnko my tmoscclpt from the “Tows Histocioal Retnrd, Octoletr, 1884, ral
¥, p- 38  Article: "Hewy Dodge,” by Bew, Willlaw Beller, haler fot OFLF Fears
nnd more af the Cobyregationu] chucch, Duzllogton, EowA. ’

2. Wiscongin Historieal Collectloos, valumes ¥., poge 2T,
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ant, The country being thinly settled, detecticn was easily avoided, and
Uie penalties of the law bhard to enforce; so evil-dlsposed persous, not
having the fear of certain punishinent befors them, perpetrated deeds
ol violence with periect imponity. T was once notiGed that a dead
Lody was bying it the water, epposite THg's Eye slough, and immed-
talely proceeded to the spot, and, on taling it out, T recopnized it a3
tlie body of 2 fepre wottian belonging to 2 certainn Capraif then
Fort Crawfacrd. The body mas croelly eat and broized; it THE per-
aon not appesaring to recugnize it a verdict of ‘Foond Dead,’ was ren-
dered, and I had the corpse buried.” Soun after it came to light that
the woman was whipped to death, and thrown ito the river doring
the night; but no investigation waz made, and the affair blew gver.”
Surely on this accasion, Mr, Fonda magnified neither his office nor its
dnkzes.

Here we may call to our aid the reminiscences of cx-Judge Mills
This mative of Baurban cepnty, Kentucky, became an abolitionist Le-
fare he left his native state. Thero he was teacher in a Sunday schoal.
Whatever may be said either in support or disparagement of the iden
that the dogmatic basis gf Christianity is to be jeund in 4 book rather
than in an insGlilion, it s corkain that such o beliel is Tikely to lead
to atientive study ol the book. Those who hold to such 2 erecd will
ailiem, if consistene, that a bool which cantains a revelation from God
should certainly be read by evervbody, and everybody who can learn
© ghould be weught 10 read it. Bo exceplion ean reasonably be mad:
in the case of negroes; or gyen of slaves. To trach colored peopls,
even though bondmen, to read the Bible was, thersfors, one of the
obiects of said Sunday schonl. Naturally encuegh, this procceding z2t-
tracted the attetttion of slaveholders of the yicinity, and our poor Helle
Sunday school wasg soon enppressed.  Thawn by Lhe nawe of Edward
Beecher, young Mills came to Jacksonville, Illinuis, 1o ewer Illinois
college. Thetein, as a studenl, was Joseph, son of General J. 40
Street, 30 oltcn Neard of in oor early Wisconsn history, and thither
the father—probahly it was he—sent for some one who would come 1o
Prairic du Chien ga teacher. Mills responded 1o the call, and came
thither aboul the middle of Scptember, according te his recollection,
%24 He came pn the ateamboat Warrior, which had been so cffect-
ively emplayed two years beforc in the disgracetul battle of the Bad
Axe. A fellow passenger, mken ot board somewhers above Cuoiney,
Hlinois, was the wronged chief Blaek Hawk, He had been lrought
back from bz enforced eoue in the East, and was startng oo
his anntal hont. “But the world as he knew it i his youth had
wanighed forever, and oh how sad and dejectad was that face omes
alit with the eye of an cagle.

*I was but a timid student,” contnues Judge BMills, "caat audden-
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ly among men who wore cpagleties upon their shoulders and silkeen
saalies and sword belts aronnd their waists. Here T found representa-
tives of all nationalities herding together, savage and civilired; amd a
motley populatien, ting-strealed, speckled and aported. No hotels
then. There was bt one: large house to go to, one erected by the
governtnent, which had several tooms it i€, sooe of which werc oo-
cupied by the Indian agents and General Street and hiz family. The
floors and pascages [Aoors of the passages?l were oceupied and cow-
eref by natives, large and small, dogs and children, It was growing
darle, and méver had I uvvetlooked such a scene belore. By the pale
light of a lard-oi] lamp I could discover full-blood and half-Llesd In-
dian faces, tangled and platted bair, black as a raven's wing, all
sirotched npon the fpors, and the mosquitoes, feas and bedbogs n
thousands would satisiy any censms huregu; and these conparssenrs of
human tlopd were enjoying a barbecue. A8 T watched, my whole
being, fesh and blood was curdied jote one mass of disgust anmd
shame when 1 saw 8 shoveled faced dmne carch one of these blood
gwilled vampires and throgt it intg her nursling’s mowth.

T remember the day and evening was vnusoally warm fur the
season of the year, The air, or what cccupicd its space, was cloge and
stifling. Tk feeling my way along a Iabyrinth of passages, T anddenly
opened 3 narrow door,”  Entering it, Mr. Mills found a2 “fricod of
hiz youth, {rom the mme famoes old town, Paris, Hentucky” This
was Thomas Pendleton Buractt, whose damé we bzve glresdy heard
in the report of the case of Jobn Paul Fones against his jormer mas-
ter,. Mr. Bumett gave his itiend “an inteoduction o General Street
and his jamily. We spant a day or two in examining the ruins ol
the old [ort and the stockade. * * * The old town across the
slough had no modern buildings in if exeept the trading emporiom of
Megsrs, Roulette & Dousman.  Wigwams, sheds and Jog huts were
numerous, and oucipied by the merriest people that ever danced (o
the extemporized fiddle made of tomsticks, or turned 2 hoe-cake wn a
lotte-handled gridiron; whose lile overflowed with glee, fun and frolic,
and Frenoch wivacity., Such were the prittitive inhabitants of Praine
du Chien,

“T think it was Mr. Burnett who introdoced me o Colonel Taylor
and his wife, The famuly cocupied a ncat and comiortable bame Huild-
ing otitzide of the limitg of the fort. But whar 2 contrast waz thers
between that family and every other home I had visited in the eityl
Mrs, Taylor was adyanced in years. She did her own worke T could
aee her eyes were pot a slranger to tears, She wnderstood T had coma
to tezeh her children, little Dick and Bese. They were joria] as
crickets, and they laughed and talked with me incessantly, hot the
futher and mother were reticent and lonely as if oppreszed by a deep
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family affiction, not to be disclosed to & steanger.” This state of fapl-
fmg Mt Mills has no doubt, was caused by the marriage of ther
daughter to Jefferson Davis, ’

Jne case of slaveholding at the lort Mr. Mills distinetly remet-
bers. It was by 3 Lieutenant Harris, an intemperate man who was
afterward cashiered. When he left Prairic do Chico he took his regro
with him. The slaye, Judge Mills thinks, waz as glad to &b a3 wia
kit master. Apparently not long afterward, but whether ar not on
the journcy from Prairie du Chien [ do aot know, Harriz was
drowned in Bock river, probably within (he bounds of Tllineis.

Very soon the question af slavery waz presented to Mr, Mills n
a poeuliar Form.  To serve a superintendent of an Indian achoo] near
Prairie du Chient thets came thither in 833 {Scptember yth)  Hey,
David Lowrey. T1a came from Naghville, Tennessee. This movermen:
he calls "leaving hiz native land.” Wridng to “The Revivalist™ of
Mazhville, he seems to have been glad to say: “This is & [ree land. No
slevery can be admitied herc,” Buat when he set abont erganizing a
church, a5 he soon did, he found that questions involving slavery were
by no means confined to the Soath. One of those who proposed en-
tering into the new church was Andrew Cochrane.  He had come
froty Missouti 10 sopetintend the ersction of the new fort or, &t
lcast, the putting up of the stong work thereof He held slaves by
Missouri, Young Mills, also a prospective membar of the proposed
orgatizabion, was oo decided an abolitionist that he was reluctant 1o
enler into covenant wilh a church that wes to have a slavehodder 1
its lellowship. However, his objections were finally overcome, prob-
ably becamse Cochrane was to retirn soab o dlisent,

Another circumstance cotcerning slavery ab Prairie do Chisn
Judge Mills remembers well. Mpreaver, it jg mentioned by Rev, Al-
tred Brunann in hig autobiography, To him it was, no doubt, 2 mat-
tor af intense morbficatlion, as it seems o have besn one of leen de-
light to his encmies. There was in the fort & slave who wes kmovm
by the name of his master, a Captain Day. This ncgro Bd been

camang the Ojibways and had learsied theit language. hiv. Bron:nom
"was intcrested in mission work among these Indians, and thought that
Doy would prove to be an efficient helper in that service. According-
iy he raised $1 200, Judpe Mills says, and boeght the proposed -
siomary. Fut Day proved to be different from what Mr, Bruonson
had supposed that he waz or e underwent, for the worse, o change
in character.  So, from the missionary point of view, 1he idvestment
proved to be total loss®e,

2%, Bowe rears aAfterwenl. when Jodge MWle wox on o hvuroer frous Fort
Enalllog 7 thermabout to Lhe wed of Lake Sopetlor, be sw thi8 eslorsd man Iy
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After his removal to Grant county, which was in 1843, Fudee Mills
was actively iositumental in legally terminating one inslance of the
relatinn of master and slave. Theré was 3 man famed Graves who
lived at or near Hurcicang Grove, a1 hamlet in the town af Lancaster.
Graves, whoe was 3 ChosHan man, desired not only that his slave
be free hut that he have legnl evidence that soch was the Tack  Ac-
cordingly a friendly suit was browght in order thar the validio of the
manimission papers might be wilthout possibility of doult. Thess
papers were fur the protection of the negro in case of his proposed
return to Missourd.

Anather case ol pegro slavery at {Green Bay romains to e men-
tioned, This was of a witl named Maria, a [ull-blooded negro, who
wad brought from Washingtan, D ., by Goveroor Juohn 5. MHarner
He is remembered in our Wisconsin history as the man who alempt-
ed to continue here the legal existence of the Territory of Aichigan
after the state of Michigan had been admitted to the Union, He and
kis wife were from Vicginia, Abost 1837 or 1838 0 Dt Porler, my
inlormant, thought?* they brought the slave girl with them to Greeen
Bay. Hev. Stephen Peet, then oif Green Bay, later of the ®irst Pros-
byterian cherch, Milwacker, told Maria that she was [ree. Thereopon
ghe Joft her former master and mistress, who ware therehy mude so
engry that ihey ceased to attend the choteh of which Mr Pret was
pastor, Maria afierward served in the family of my informant, who
was Mr. DPeet's successor al Green Bay. Maria was married o 1835,
Years niterward, wheu she had become a widow, she again rict Me
ghd Mrs, Porter, ond antiounced to them her great zorrow in the
plaintive wail of the Bothlehern widow af three thousand years ago,
“Call me Mara, [or the Almvighty hail dealt very Litlerly with we”
Chnee muare she served in the family of Dr. Podter, when be was army
chaplain at Fort 1. A, Russell, Wyoming, Thiz Maria Grant died in
132, perhaps the fast of the sixty or mare whe have besn held as
glaves here in Wisconsin,

In Beetown and aboiit six miles west of Latecaster 15 o plzee
to which has been given, (n lake years, 1the name Flora Foontain, L1
its popular designztion was, and perheps is, Slabbtown. At its bes
ginning the scttloment was composed in large propoction of colored
people.  Among these were Isaac and Charfes Shepherd, of whom i

Who bad labed w hinsesld Ao Igdlan wite and, foom 8 bslugss polok of view, win .
mRilng Fodwd ugw of hie freodam,

4. “Enrly in Apcll, 1B, Aciloy Goveroor Oocner had morved 1o WAmnelo, eu-
TreeClng to held Lhe :ame rellion Lo Wisecaeig dhal be hwl bel) i Mielhigoo,''—
AlTen! Dromean, Ti. T0., "Wleconsin  Tilebooicmy Colleriloos,'' el 10, je MM

T Nara uar ead ibat daelp wes hronght of the timog meoilooed by Lie. Brone
Som,  ¥When Me, ALl 3, WormeT bronglll flhe slewve girl, lbey onme, L. Igeter tudd
e, By TraF of &L Lonls,
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was currently reported that they were brought from Virginia as slaves
by William Horner, and that they refoged o retuen.  Different from
this, however, are the impressions of Rew. Samuel Faton who,
for forty years atd more, was virtwally bishop of Lancaster? He
thinlks that these negrocs had been froe in Virginia befure they were
brovght to Wisconsin, So that, according to this understynding, we
have here no story of either slavery or emancipatian.

Wory manifest has becn made to me in the preparation of this
marrative the iofluence of antd slavety men feott the South, especially
from that part of it that was once the slvehalding portion of the
West, Into this Seothern or South-and-Western shaliionism, we
de not need o lake o veory deep look to find thersin the kind of man-
hood produced in our middle Atlantic staten, and Sarther west, oot of
Scotgh-Teish and kindred blood. Hearry, hospirable, faithiul wn iriemd-
ship, detormingd, and sometimes vengefol, in enmity, revetent towared
Ged but inclined 1o hold themselves on cqgualiby wity all who are less
than ITe; cammanly orthodox ii anything—and usnally they are somes
thing—in religion, often narrow-mindsd 2nd almose always nrefodiced
arainst something o somehody are {or were) these people,  And per-
haps we may say abput the same things of many of their descendants.
Tertible fghters wers the pioteets i this stock, allogether too veady
with guns and fAsts, Allied in some respecis to the Puritans, Hiey are
not 1o be eonfounded with themy, and i iz not fair 10 eredit the sang
and the infuence of New Englahd wikth what these men Have done. As
Woodrpw Wilson has pointed out, thers went inro the making of thia
ration fornewlial that came to it by way neither of Massachusetts bay
Aot of James river. Upon men of this class el the duky, for the most
part, of comtending, facc to face, with whatcver there was here of ac-
tual slavery, These in Wistonsin and clzewhete were o5 resdy as
any [or the great conflict of 1B61-1885, and none fought more stordily
andl surccesstully. If, to our shane and sormow, slave blood nas been
drawn by the lash upon Wizconsin zodl, and has fallen thercon even
in thatder, we retnember with solemn pride and incressing honor that
the bleod of cur men, of ai] races, foll upon slave soil 20d helped to
mcke il ires, as we belivve, forevet,

JOHN WELSON DAVIDEON.

. One of hix scuw, ¥owaed 17wIght Ruton, iy peeslfdent of Telolt College.



