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[VISCOHSIH, SEH03KA C0DHT7] 

BRolne, Wlfl. Apr. e i , IBBS. 

^ ; 
«llbur B. SltbsFt Ksq. 

ßS9 South Front St., 4 

ColuBibua, Ohio. -V-t 

Dear 3ip:-

Yotir letter of March 21, '95 was received 

by me and contenta noted. Being taken up with 

other matters I laid your letter talde for future 

reference. HaTlng a llttla spare time at present, 

2 thought to attend to It at once. 

AB I am but a young man, anytïilng that I have learned 

has bean through other parties. In answer to the 

questions I will simply stete the questions by giving 

the numbers instead of writing the questions once 

again. 

1- Answer- The route ftamw to t*aeina bv way of South-

port (now Kenosha) which is ten miles south of here 

(that is residence or depot) ''- can not settle definite­

ly. Racine was the northern-moat station In Wisconsin. 

They were held here \intll a ressel arrWed which was 

boimd for Michigan, ^hen taken by vessels across 

file:///intll


the lake (Miohigan). •'•f no vessel happened to be 

here they were taken to Milwaukee and placed «board 

some vessel there for the sane destination. Prom 

the best information, I am inollned to believe that 

the station was located Just north of the City c^ 

Racine at the same mill where ^lover was captured 

later on* 

• II- Answer- The period of activity of the road waS-

from 1854 to 1861. 

n i - Answer- The system used was as follows— The 

persons keeping the Station South of here notified 

a certain merchant hare that they had a "victim" and 

would leave for Racine at a given time. This mer­

chant Ininadiately went to other members of. the 

Society and informed them that another assessBsnt 

had to be levied to defray the expenses of Another 

"Tlctim" who was expected* .After the money had been 

collected s member was sent to meet the "vijbtlm" and 

he was brought to the "Station by a oirouil^ua route 

where he was held until the arrlvai_of_a vessel. He 

was then taken aboard In the evening and the vessel 

generally left before day break. 



IT~Answer—The Society kept things so secret that 

even the sheriff and D.S. Marshal were not aware 

until after the war that a Station was located here. 

An idea of the secrecy may be gained from the fact that 

Qlover who w.as^suppoaed to bftve been killed after 

his escape from the Milwaukee prison (throu^ the 

assistance of the mob which want from Racine to 

rdsoue him) was afterwards stored in the bam of a 

minister three days on the West side in the City with 

the knowledge of the members of the Society. I have 

information from persons now living indloating that 

Qlover was taken from Milwaukee to TWaukeaha and then 

to Racine, and then.^ent acrosa-^tha Jake. The re-

sidenoe of this miniater was at the comer of Liberty 

and LaSalle Sts. 

T—Anawer— I had no connection with it whatever. 

VI-Answer— I know of none who know anything of their 

own knowledge, wiless it be the present Chief Justice 

of the Supreme Court of this state, v. P. Lyon, now 

of Madison. 

Til— Answer-- X do not desire to have my name ap­

pear in connection with anything for the reßson that 

the investigation I have been making has been only to 

assist In clearing up seme of the mysteries connected 

therewith. I will endeavor to give you Information of 

a more valuable character at some future time. Hoping 

you will pardon my not being more brief, 

I remain. Most respectfully, 

Ma)Clmllian W. Heck. 



[Wisconsin, Racine County] 

X»w«i THB RACIHS TIMES. 

Racine Broning ÎBimes: Tu^aday, 

April 7 , 1606. 

Racine, Wisconsin, Tueeday, 

April 7, 1696. 

The underground Railroad 

Bow Indignant Racine People Ones Acted aa J a i l Deliverers 

To The Editor- llie Ohio S ta te University i s get t ing 

out a h is tory of the underyound ra i l road and I have 

been cal led on for such information as I can give them. 

In aboutB45 I f i r s t heard of the underground 

ra i l road . The most popular road was up the I l l i n o i s 

canal to Chicago, thence along the west shore of Lake 

Michigan, around the S t r a i t s of Mackinaw, and ending 

at Samia , Canada. Many a poor darky was furnished 

with free passes over the road. -

Racine was one of the important s t a t i o n s , and I 

was one of the s t a t ion agents . The pay was a l l out ' 

and no income. The fugit ive slave law created th is 

road, and i t ought to go Into h i s t o r y . The law was 

passed In 1860. 



The first test we had to contend with here, 

was the Qlover rescue that took place in 1854, 

whan sons of our citizens arrested a fugitive 

slave named Qlover and put him in Jail at Milwau­

kee. 

The next day about 100 of Racine's good strong 

men took the steamer Pacific at the pier of Murphy 

and Dutton, and went to Milwaukee, where they found 

Sherman M. Booth riding a white horse up and down the 

streets crying, 'freemen to the Rescue. 

The '^acine boys lad the storming of the Jail. 

They took a big long timber and battered down the 

Jail door, and rescued Qlover, who was the slave of 

one Qarland. Per the result of this rescue I refer 

you to the Third Wisconsin reports, pages 14 to 197. 

Col. Dtley was marshal of the city at the time 

and was a strong advocate for the slave. We had but 

few abolitionists in those days, some wblgs and the 

rest all democrats, but not all "nigger" catchers. 

Pr. Secor, brother of our Friend Ladd, was a fearless 

advocate of the slave. A.D. Smith was chief Justice 

of the supreme court at the time, and he was deter­

mined thst the court should never declare the fugi­

tive slave law constitutional and ha succeeded In 

denouncing the law. 
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[WlBoonflln,Raelne County! 

Racine, Wis., Apri. 7th 1896 

W. H. Slebert Dr Sir 

Your le t ter of 4th la at Hand & I t i l l do the 

best I Can for you But mind you-you Must Couch What 

You Say from Me in proper Language-for the Robins had 

nests In the old log School house where ^ attended-

I Will sand you Hy Photograph 

Your rap Came and I Wm have i t put in frame When 

you get out your history Sgnd no one and in return Wm 

try and find a/lnrkat for ^one of your Books. 

(1) Ana>: the fugitives came from Southern States Any 

my they could Most Speedily get Into Canada the majority 

of them that Came here Went up the ¥1 s a l i v e r to points 

such aa ^ubqiur. Laoroea.or ^Jt_^ul Strike for the lAke 

and then get Secreted on Steamer to_Port Huron going 

to Samia. Mich - i f the boat did not touch at Samia they 

Would cross over on ferry the most of om* Passengers came 

up the •'•llÉr'lvsr in Season of navigation and to avoid 

being Discovered they ''ould hodv* It as they called i t 

Along this Shore to Southpool Racine or Milwaukee-

They "ould be told by '̂ ome Darkey who to go to for Passage 



and l i t t l e oash-of course we Were a l l Know Nothings 

Could not recol lect of haveing ^sio 1 Seen any ^uoh 

Darkey at a l l - *e could get free pass on any of 

Oeo^^^eds Boats they ran to ^ dock - Madison 

Kiagari [sie ] Sultana, Missouri^KeyStone S ta te , and 

others CaptStee l of Propeller Qalena Was our friend 

in fact We Was Seidan refused a Passage for a fugitive 

Many Went frqo^ Chioago on Boats & Many Went by Mich On 

R R to Detroit & there Crossed over t o Windsor few 

Darkies along the ^outleO^^ preaune Directed them from 

Southern S ta tes - I lK^ad lo t s of Aholit ionlsts a t 

Racine Qeo ^ Wrlf^t, S, g . Peek W H Waterman- W. L 

S l t l ey - Dr. Secor J . 0 . oaptlott^ Charley Bunco, 

A,*'-^utton^ *ith Others *aa a t *11 tlmeTready to help 

(2) and ^ usually circulated the ca l l for l i t t l e cash 

and I t cama fr and Sometimes We had Qeo ' a r rows f i re 

the canoe When the Boat l e f t With Cuffey - Nearly 

Svery one of our old party are gone to the other Shore 

where ^ ahal l ^oon M^et them 

(2) they came thro "early A n of the towns in South I l l s 

(3) Yes We put them onto the Boats a t Racine ^ many a 

time onto Sai l Tassels & the Master Would lower his Boat 

and land them on the Canada Shore- We prefsr l r led to ask 

Whig Masters Rather than ^ro Slavery Democrats Capt 

Applebug of ,the Sultana and ^apt Kiisey of the Cheaosake 

Wss a^ong our best Boats 



(4) has been ans All but ^ l i g i o n as to that they 

Vere Called Worlds People 

(5) frcn Bbout_.181S_.Brl^k .trade Aftar 1650 until the 

War 3E then When Darkey got into free State did not cere 

to go to Canada 

(6) can give no correct estimate But " i l l aaauro j o u 

that more than 100 Wgot froa ^e.lne Spnatlmas WorïTtlielr 

(7) the Photograph ^ Set for today & in few days * i l l 

Send i t to you 

I Send you a clipping from one of our papers they 

are after me for more facts If I give them more Will 

Send you the clippings 

If -'- ''an give ^ou anything further let, me Know you 

oan Step into law office & cal l for sf^nTls^upreme Court 

Reportsr * on Page 7 ooimnencs You Wm find about gOO pages 

of the OlOTBr-^seus Case the clipping Wm aid you In 

finding i t 

Write me at sny time 

I am Yours Truly 



(VI iÂ«»«»4yÛ  - X^J^^I (-»wXS ]̂] 

4 TUcine. Wi-stü^Mw , 



[Wlaoonsiu, ^solne County]. 

Raolns, Wis,, Apr i s t 1896 

Deer Sir 

Yes ^ recol lect the underground Rail Road- Racine 

Was a Stat ion- I was one of the agents And helped 

Star t Many a poor darkey for Canada Wisconsin was 

Democratic a t that time- Wa had a few Aholltlonlatfe} 

And some Whigs- Bat the Pro Slavery party Was the 

Power- We would not obexJbha fugit ive Slave Law & 

instead of doing so- We sant tha Darkies on t h e i r way 

Rejoicing- Many a ^ol lar did I she l l out to Send them 

along You Should Write our Wis. *t i f ïSnaral or ^ome 

one and get a history of the "Jlover Case- And his 

Rescue when tha People broke open the Ja i l a t Milwaukee 

and l iberated him. 'I'he Cass Went to Our Supreme Court 

and Was pronounced unconsti tut ional The Court refused 

to Send the Case to the ^ S SuppQtne Court But in Some 

Way the records Was gotten Was entered and the Case 

heard, and the law was Sustained I Was Witness in the 

ouA-- over 100 from here took Steamer from Miss, dock 

Vent to Milwaukee and smashed In tha j a i l Door and Res­

cued the Darkles- A party went 5 miles north of here and 

arrested the slave by knocking him down without a work-

a rope was gotten to hang the ^Ing leader But he escaped. 
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LDic ta tvd . l 

March 16 , 1893. 

Mr. W. H. S i e b e r t , 

Columbus, Ohio . 

Dear S l r t - — I have yours of the 15 th , In re 

^ d e r g r o u n d R a i l r o a d . I b e g t o r e f e r you 

f o r d e t a i l e d r e m l n i a c e n c e a , t o the f o l l o w i n g 

gentlemen: 

Mr. Max W. Heck, Racine , Wi». ~ " 

Co l .John O. MoMynn, Madison. Wis. 

* Hon. Sanniai D. H a s t i n g s , " " 

Hon. John B. w i n s l o w , " " 

In vy " s t o r y o f Wisconsin" (Boston. D. Loth-

rop C o . , 1890 s t o r y of the S t a t e s s e r i e s ) , 

pp; 2 4 7 - 2 5 4 , you w i l l f i n d soma account of tha 

c e l e b r a t e d Qlover e a s e . I send you by t h i s m a l l , 

a l s o , ^v. D a v i d s o n ' s s k e t c h of "Hegro Slavery In 

Wiscons in ," which may b e u s e f u l . 

I f I can be of f u r t h e r s e r v i c e to you , command me. 
Tery t r u l y y o u r s , * 
Reuben fi. Thwaltes . 


