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REPORT

Tz Belect Committee, to whom was referred No. 67 (A.) A bill
to abolish the death-penalty, have had the same under considera-
tion, and respectfully ask leave to submit the following Report;

That they view the question submitted to them, as one of mo-
mentous importance, and one in which every member of commu-
nity shonld feel a solemn interest and an individual responsi-
hility, .
The taking of buman life, for the erime of murder, which for
many centuries has been regarded as absolutely necessary to the
security and well-being of seciety, has, under the enlightened
policy of free and republican institutions, become a subject on
which there is to be found a wide difference of opinion.

While many still regard the taking of life, by process of law.
with an eye of indifference, and endeavor to smother all doubts
that zaay arise in their minds, with the reflection that it is the
established stetute of by-gone ages; others, have become convin-
ced that it iz a monstrous sin, and that the penalty of death for
capital erimes, is, under any and all circumstances, & wrong be-
vond which there ean be no greater. Some huve endeavored to
maintain the bloody Law by Seriptural quotations, basing their
arguments on the penal code of the Jews, and ascribing its enact-
ment to Deity ; while others again believe it to be an nnrighteous
Act, repugnant to the better feelings of man's nature, in direct op-
position to the spirit of a liberal and enlightened form of govern-
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ment, and at complete variance with the principles of a pure
Christianity, as derived from the Gespel of Nazaveth.

Many have also advoeated the abolition of the death penalty,
for the reasen that it is not sufliciently severe or protracted in its
duration ; and recommend instead, solitary confinement for life,
o in other words, wonld desive that their unfortunate brother man
should be placed iff & situation where they might witness and
exult over Lis tortures, until the sands of his life are exhausted.

Others again have adveeated its repealy assigning as their rea-
gon, firstly, the great aversion to taking life, rendering it almost
mﬁmﬁbla to obtain jurers from the most intelligent portions of
commiunity, thereby placing life at the disposal of men but illy
qualified to judge of the Law and the evidence. Secondly, that
from: the fallibility of testimony, and the uncertainty of obtaining
mmﬂﬁe@mhm tortured and wrang from witnesses by
ingenions attorneys and severe eross examinations, the innoeent
ﬁ'eriuently suffer conviction n:pd subsequent death.

YOG UL Tl arguiont 5 Do SiStepepent mauch weight may be

attached ; but in arriving at the conclusion that there is no right
existing by which man may justify himself in destroying his fel-

Jow-man, your eommittee would assume the broad gronnd, that the

taking of life by Legislative enactment, under any and all cirenm-
gtanees, is notonly a grievous wrong to the immediste parties, but
is & direet assault on the morals of community, demoralizing in its
tendency, and seriously retarding the expansion and unfolding of
those correct moral principles, the perfeet growth of which would
render mankind peaceful and happy. That if the commission of

‘the erime of munder by individual man is a sin, the perpetration
‘of the same act by sociefy cannot be called a virtue. That if life

ia sacred in the one case, it is in all cases, and what is denounced
as an infamous erime in the individuul cannot be regarded ss a

“punishment when inflicted by community.

Society may with propriety be termed a compact or partnership,
composed of individual members, who foel an interest in its wel-

I




- —_—

—

——— N ]

- - T m‘
- e, S =,
S -

&

fare and possess an influence in its proceedings. When individu-
ala, to whom are delegated eertain powars, assemble in Senate and
Assombly, it then assmmes a form of government. Individuals,
when entering into this compact as partoers, agree to surrender to
society the smallest possible portion of their rights for the purpose
of more effectnally securing the greater portion of rights which
they did not aumm]e.r, for instance, individuals theough their
réi:regen_tahves consent to be taxed, cone ulmg to government the
right to seize upon a gmall portion of their property, for the pur-
posa of securing to themselves redress when wrongs may. have
been committed, and also for the preservation of peace and order,
In the present imperfect state of society, no one will deny this
right ; furthermore, individuals possess the same right which is
claimed by the compact. Twe individnals may enter into a simi-
lar compaet, mutually comceding to each other by agreement,
certain rights to property which they may have held, and this too,
without the interference vernment. Here, then, individuals
mx@ the same Fights which by common consent arc
accorded to government,

Let us now go one step her.  Did we mantamngthp com-
paet as partners, conceds nni' fitle to that Tife I'F?H'IWHIB}I ﬁam&
tar has endowed ns?  Hadwe the right to place our lives at tha
digposal of a majority, whose uneertain and often times inexpliea-
ble dacisions no man can ealenlate before hand?  In case of cer-
tain alleged offences, are onr lives to be placed af the diseretion of
the m_]unty, which is lialle at times to become excited and blinded
with passion? Is human life fo be tampered with by passion and
prejudice? In short; does man possess the authority to delegate
to his fellow man, the completa control of that life-giving prinei-
pal which was given him by his Creator and belongs to Him alone.
. Are our lives at our own disposal? Have we the right to_forfeit
that which does not belong to us? It cannot foran instant, be ad-
mitted, for if it i urged that man's life belongs eolely to himself,
independent of enperior claims—that ho haa the right to dispose of




I' it as he may deem proper ; then all will be forced to acknowledgs
that suicide ceasos to be a wrong, which very few persons would
| be willing to admit.

The r{ueshun may now be asked, have two individuals the right
to enter into an agreement that in case one of the parties burns
the dwelling of the other, or wrests from him hiz purse on the
highway, the wronged man ehall posscss full power and privilege
to murder in cold blood the offender; or in case the other should
first offend, he should be served in hk:a manner. Would they pos-
gess the right to form a compact of this nature? No one will ad-
mit it. Have ten men the right to enter into a leagne like this ?
Certainly not. Should one hundred men enter into an agreement
conceding to each other their title to life in case of cerfain offen-
ces, wonld such a compact be hased on correct principles? Would
society wink at a partnership like this? No! it would be regard-
ed as an infernal league or banditti, and measures would be in-
stantly taken to bring every member of this association to justice.
If then such an association would T vegarded as violating all 4
principles of right anil justice, would not a similar eompact entered
into by fifty thousand individuals, by #heir reprezentatives in Le- 3
gislature assembled, be equally as voiid of all prineiples of right ?
Wonld the moral eharvacter of the transaction he varied a hair's
‘breadth, whether entered into by two, ten, one hundred or fifty
thousand individuals !

Where i3 the authority for society to say to individnals, yeshall
not murder, for that power is delezated to us? To the ten mien,
ye ghall not by any agreement of vours destroy one another’s
lives, for that is a right belonging exolnsively to ne.  To the one
‘hundred men, yo shall not by any enntingency that may arise, de-

Tiberately strangle one of your partners, for that would be foul
murder; but we possess the right to do what ye shall not. Itis s
fearful sin for yon, as individuals, to commit the erime of murder®
‘but when society, by legal enactment, puts to death one of its

Smembers, it 2 n vightoons decd.  Yee it da-n familine fact to be




found in the history of the past and the pages of the present, that
governments and bodies corporate, have ever been found ready to
do that which as individuals theg would spurn with contempt. or
would blush to acknowledge.

And though no individoal mwﬂﬁgg to assume the responsibility
of legal murder, still it can vest in no other place than in the
bosom of every Pmunwlm advoeates its terrible realities. Should
innocent blood be shed on the wmorrow, throtgh force of circum-
stantial evidence, a thrill of horrer would pass through the breast
of every member of community aum zuch fact should have been
asceriained.  All would express the deepest regret and sorrow, yet
no one would for & moment feel ﬁaﬁ he had eontributed in the
slightest degres to such a deplorable result. The jury would feel
no responsibility, for they merely ned their verdiet in aceor-
dance with the evidence presentetymorcover they did not frame
eel Mo uneasiness, for he had pro-
h iy and the Jm'y Liad found the
spa on’the people e they
reprezented. The pecple would es$tit back on Jury, Judge and
Law-Maker, and there eould not befound a single individual who
would profess to fecl the slightest I'B?ﬂﬂﬁlblhtj’, and yet there has
been an unrighteous act—a greivoms wrong committed, and yet
there is no one to be found who will say—it is I. And still there
is & deep and heavy responsibility résting somewhere, and that re-
sponsibility can find no other resting place except in the breast of
every individual who advocates the pemalty of death for crime.

That innocent persons have frequently suffered the extreme
penalty of the Law is a matter of record. That this alone should
call for its immediate repeal would seem evident to every thinking
mind, for life onee taken away can never be restored. Property
may be diminished and enbsequently increased. Liberty may be
taken away,—afterwards restored and reparation made; but mo

verdict uf'gﬁﬂty“ So here v
makers would east the re
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_/ Legislative cnactment or tive elemeney ean rekindle the
lamp of life after it has onee heem extinguished.
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