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REMINISCENSES OF THE EARLY NORTHWEST®

BT MARY MITCTIELL.

My father, Robert Irwin, jr., came to Green Bay from Erie,
Pa., in the year 1317, He was engogad in trado with tha Indi-
ang and the fow white scitlers thero at that time.  The troops
had heon stationed at (reen Bay about a year hefore, and their
barracks at that iime were on 8 hill about threo milss from the
mouth of the Fox river, called Camp Smith. It was in tho
vicinity of these barracks that the village sprang up whore my
father built ki house, to which he hrought my mother in the
year 1820, a bride of nineteen, She was a native of Erig, Fa.,
and left a largo eirele of relatives; her grandfathor, Col. Seth
Load, having bocn one of tho firet settlers of that place.

It wes oo the first of Oetoler that my meothor sciled up
tha beantiful Fox, upon the bapks of whieh she resided most
of the time for over sixty yemrs. T have often heard her de
geribe the day as being one of thoas soft, haey days in aatumn,
s0 peculiar to our Indian swnmer, which after a stormy voy-
age np the lakes on # very small safling vessel (having heen
driven, baek twise from the month of Green Bay to Mackinaw
by high winda), must have been deliphtful wo her.  There ware
bt two or three American familige outside the fort, but quite
a nunler of Froneh extraction, whom me parents ever held as
valuad friemds.

My firat recolleetion of a home is of & houso a story and a
half high, situated on rizing ground sloping down 1o the river.

iCondenmed and cdited for the prepent publlcaticm, by arrangement
with the anther, from ariicles published by her in tha Menominee
{Mich.) Hergi?, Oct. 16, 18, 20, 1399, —Hp,
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Te was built of hewn logs, weather boarded outside and plas-
terel within, and facodshed comdortably. The only modo of
tramsporration wus by 2ailing vesselz ; and winter setting i early,
tha furniture sud enrpots Jdid wot arvive the fivat winter, so thas
iy urother’s carpets were evlvred 1ndian Blankets—for Lave
floors wore ot o be endured in loee severs winters.  As o
child I thougnt it s beaontifnl home, for my parents desvetoil
wmels time to dmpreving the grounds and making it what it was
provicus o ney father’s death, a pleasant plaee for that far-
away land.  Indeed, the first American setilers there knew
searnely anviling of plencer life as 1 Lave seen it aines in other
parta of the YWeat.  Ownr honsos woere eomdortable, if not cole
rant, auil foruishes] fs nearly like Kosteny liomes g was pos
sible, cmsidering the diffioultics of (ruuspertution.  We know
wothiing o & Fumily living in one lower reow, ond elimbing Ty
a Lwider to tws slooping rowm alove, _

There were mapy Indians around Greon Bay, snd my
mpther was in geoan fear of them for swng tine,  One little
ineident sha used to rolate #0 hoee ebildeon: one day sho saw
a canog filled with Tondisns land at cthe food of the hill, aud so-
orul of the suvages cune up and asked in their own langiage
Tor my father,  Ag v motler did not understand theos, sbe
wad very nnch {rightenal, supposiog they intonded to havm
ber,  “They veturned to the cance and e ronning wp the
gocmtd time: shie thought then they mist have pone for their
puns or knives, and was in great terror, until they emine (w
her with some silver bands which they naed to wear on thedr
armg, anil alipped them om bier wrists 12 2 tolien of st will,
Tlen they paddled down the viver o my fatha’s store, throe
mitlos off, and told him his squaw was afraid of them,

Frrt Hpward {(aftor whicli the present eity of that nama is
callad) was boilt in 1820, on the hank of the Jox Ltiver, ghont
a mile froay ifs montle Tt wus substantially eonstrietéd amd
peinted white, presenting 4 hosuntiful appeatance, aurroundld
cn twn sides by the forest, the green sward sloping dewn i
“thn rivers edge in fromt; while farther on, along the bank, wore
111}) gnnlnns and fieldy enltivated hy the poldiers,

The =ociety of the offiecrs and their fmnilics was nearly.all



REEMINIECENCES OF THE EARLY WORTHWEAT Tl

that, gy wother hind for two or theoe years, whon oy graml-
Lotliir, Rolwrt Iewin, sr., came with his family from Dedrodt,
Ouo of wy uaeles and four sisters of wy fathor norried and
settled mear vs. Two of iy widowsd annts, still live at Green
Bay ot an advaneed age. T wae born wl Green Day, Joly 18,
1521, being tho first whits ehild of actual settlers boen in Wis-
comsin, aml unkil a few yoars aeo, it wos gy home.  Many of
the nfficers ab the furt Luve sinee fgured in our eountry’s his-
ey, T tho sunooer of 1824, during a sovere thumder stom,
a honse in tle old boreacks oeenpied by Capt 130 Curtia, was
utrek by lghtndng and e Cortis and o oian sovan, wers
killisl,  Mps, Curtis wus a sister of Bajor Winstler, the mother
af Mrs General Recker, and grandmother of Mrs 1Philip Shee-
icam,

In thinse days the only mode of consomieation with the ont.-
gicle world was by water—in sununer on sailing vessels, with
ceeasionally a gteamloal bringing o plesure pacty, lu the
winter, the mail was bronght by o wan ones & owonth fron Chi-
ey, The povernment hpd not eatallished o 1oail reute, awl
tho expenae of the esrrier were paid by voluntary subseriy-
tivn of 1he eitizens sl the military post-fund of Foct How-
aml,  The carrier walkesl o diztanes, 200 mdles, througl o
trackliss wilderness, oxpose] o the donpers of slarvation, of
prrisling with eolid, of failing inte the bands of anvage udians,
or of heeowang o prey te wilidl beasts, In addition to tha marl
witttor he lad to carry provisiens eonowgh to last bime during
lis trips, which with tho blankets for his bed, made ne sueall Load,
and remdered traveling very irksmoe when tho snow wag decep.
Ak night ho slept am the bare grownid or scodpod ont the sy
b fortn o eouch, and thero lay with the sky alove him and
the mlittertug oves of wild bDeasta all around bim.,  One of the
earriors eda a trip withe the nail from Green Bay to Dotrgit
In 1821, and emmpes] one night where Michigan City now
stands, using his log of provisiony ag a pillow.  He dreainsd
that lie waa rolling dewn hill, when waking suddenly he found
that 4 lamge Mack wolf waa atempting to make way with his
provisiona, e is said to luve shot the wolf and rogsined hia
supplica.  The day on which the mail was expected was a gala
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tlay, the inhabitanta of the village thinking of nothing clsc,
und many going out glong the 1eail for speeral miles to meet the
carvier. Az my father wus the postmaster, T have often scen
the carrier emning in, hent alineat doalle, aned looking weary
and rravelworn,

A sehool was tanght at the fort, whieh T attended at the age
vl six years, boarding in the family of the leacher, Gen. A, Gh
Fllis, My fivst recollectirn of attetnling ¢hureh was o hear
the Tiev. Fleazer Williams, afrerwards komwn gz the would-le
Deuphin. e was a wissionary of the Prolestant Episeopal
chureh 1o the Oneddus, who lverl aloinl eight wiles from our
village, and ho preeched neeasionally for ws There was 1w
regular preaching nntil abont 1927, wlhen Tev. T F. Cadle
wus sent by thoe board of missiens of the saoe deicanination
te establish a schonl for the henctit of the [ndisn and French
childeen.  The ebildven of the villape atteoded the selool as
day eeliolars,  The wission howse was e second 1raus honso
Emilt ju the present state of Wisconsin, and was thought at the
time to be o fino mansion.

About the year 1837 or 18925, n treaky wos weade willl the
[ndians ac Grecn Bay, at the gatherigr for whiels, there weps
present shont 3,000 Indians,  Gov, Tewia Casg and a number
of the conmisgioners wore qnartered at one honse; there wene
then no hotels, and any father Lad the contract to bosnd thesn;
and as our house was aot large enongh 1o furnish u dining roou
if snitable alze, my father hiad & teporary one bilt, the frams
aud roof thatehed with the vougl bhark of trees, such aa the
French setllers used.

I was ammewhere whonk 1528 or 15280 that one of our cili-
zeng, Henry o, Dainl, proposed whking his wife snd family
to Prairie du ©hien in a bark eanoe manned by Indians. e
invitedd twn youne {adics, anuis of inine, W aceompany them.
When they started on thely jommer w party of ladies and pen-
tHemen, amaong whom were my parents, made ready to eseort
them a short distanee, My parenis rook ine with them. One
of the ladies of the party waa Miss Frances Ilenshaw, a sis-
ter of Mrea. Whitney of our place, and afterwards the wife of
the Hev. Truman Post of St Touis.  She was he life of the
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party. Our boat was what was called a Mackinaw bout, rowed
by French voysgeurs. We spent ‘the first night at the hoeme
ol one of the old settlers, Awppstine Grignon, at Kaukauna,
wlhera we were mest hospitally entertained.  The sceond niglt
we cneamped on Doty’s Island, now Menasha ; bat ebout mid-
night we were aronsed by heavy thunder, and were obliged to
Irave tho tent, the gentlemen fearing lhe tree wnder which
it was pitthed wight be struck by lightning. A shelter was
maide of the boat's awoime, which was weken 0fF for the oeca-
sion,  While l¥ing nuder this, on the ontside edpe, with the
vain pattering on tny face, I retnember thinking L sould not ses
mneh pleasnre e that kind of exonrsion, and wishing I were
at hesne, . The next wornine we bade adieu to cur friends as
they started across Lake Winnchage, wishing theon for voyage,
while cur parey tirned Hweir faces homeward,  The raip poured
down all duy, waking it necessary constautly to bail the boat.
Those were nnt days of rubber ehoes, waterproafs or gessamers,
pnd my readera way imagine our eondition,  Ac the rvapids
at [Waukauna wo were ohliged to welk aronned, whils the men in
the Loul dushed over them.  The portuge path waas about half
a mile in length, awd the eemernbrance upperaost in ny mind
is of a thorough dpeenching, and that the red clay on our feet
made it alwwst impoesible far ug to walke  The rain inereas-
ing and darkness eoming on, the wen refused to go any further
Ueat oight.  They van U loat aglore and lelt s, As thers
wag no honse near where we enuld find shelter, vur situation
for a tite was not aw enviable one.  However, by offering them
maore moeney, the men were provailed wpon tostart again, and
waarrived home Wwurds morning. :

One of the events in those Jaroff days was the annual pay-
ment. te the Indians, in autuem of cach year  As the traders
advaneed poods to e Indisns duringe the year, they wers
cbliged to be om the gronnd when the [hdians received their
money in order to seeure their pay. There was a ginem] stam-
pede of the male portinn of the place, and the women were
“lefr alome in thelr glore? Mess chests larger than & Sara-
toga trink were packed with the choirest viands from the lard-
ers and everything done fer the comfort of those who had to
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rough it, sometimes for wore than g monch,  Could the inei-
dourg of those pavinen: gatheings lo eecorded, us 1 have heard
theny related from year to vear by fricnds whoe were actors in
thewn, it would lorm an apwesing history.

In tho year 1520, Dabicl Whitney, whe came to Greon Bay
in 1310, Yaid ent thie fown which 32 now the ey of Green Bag,
culling 1t Navarino, A few years later, the Ameriesn For
Company laid out o wwn wdjoining on the soulh, eallml
Astor,  Doth villages weve affervards wuited wnder tho nawe
of Green Day.  Mr. Whitney was an enterpeising mon and
ipe of sterling worth, und wes well knovm by the early sct-
tlers of Chicago.  Tndeed, | oanay say the sane of others of
our small town.,  Movgen Lo Marrin, 2 voung lawyer, avrived
at Grroen Boy in 1527, and was always identified with its in-
rarvssls as owoll as those of e stoe. e wis electod delegate
to congreas in 1543, and throngh bis efioets o bill was pussod
fur the improvement of the Fox and Wizeonsin rivers, to which
objeet b devoted thine, energics, and fortume. ITe oeoaphed
inany effives of fenst Golil Lis deatl, nearly fooe yeurs ago, wlon
with faeultics uniwpaired be Hterally stoppesd oug of the judod’s
seat to Ue down and die, belovel Ly all whe knew Lim,

In 1582 vame the Bluck Thawk War. Although we were
ant amplested, tho inbhalitnes were quide alameed for a thue.
The fort was undergoing repuirs, sl the plekets boing down
It was no place of saley. My father had 2 compooy ander
his enmneand, but theiv sevviees wore not required.

In 1838 oeonrred the death of my father.  Te had reccived
the appoiitment of Indian agent at Fert Winnebago (new
Portage), and procecded at ouer to enler upon Lis duties, leay-
ing iz family to follow him in a fow woecks,  He wide thc
journey in a bark eance, aceompanicd by his brother, ginee his
heaith was far from being gond, But ha had searccly been
there o month before he wos prestrated by illness, and died
in & few hours. Owing to the difheulty of communication,
my amother did not heer of his illness nntil it was too late 1o
reach him,  Bho started, however, on horsshack, and wentl as
far as Buttes dos Mortes, whore she niet my wnele, bearing the
sad intelligenes to hor that she was a widow.
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1t nay aot be wninteresting here to meotion a diseussion
Listwoen my parents, ss to whether a cocking stove should e
sent for, with other articlea of furniturs for our new hosme
My mother decided that she preferred the old way, ecoking
over 4 fies place [uatead of experinienting with a cooking atove,
In the very oucly years of my life wo knew nothing of matelics,
althomed, thoy may have ronwe into wse at the Kaat,  There wos
always o Hint, stoel, and tinder box in the house, huot some
eould met use these, and so the eoals wore covered at might.
Blhonhl they die vut we weore ebliped to borrow fire from the
neighlors, L repmetnber being seol on his errand o myy grand-
father's when o smali child.

In July, 1538, T waa sent to Ervie, Pa, to school and was
pluced vuder the eare of Jobhn 1 Kinzie, whose nane is identi-
{ed witl Chieage’s carly duys.  Ile liad been Indian agent se
Fort Winnebage previoms o oy fatler's appointment.  Iis
family, coneising of his mother, his wifa, and one child, his
gister, Mrs 1Tehn, ler son, and a yomuig brather of Mva Kin-
#le, Jollen MeGiil, wero on their way East.  We ambarked
on o simall atemner, the “William Penn,” Capt. Johin Wighi
af Erie, who by the way, wag captainl of the swall sailing vesse|
raL which iy mather wmade her st teip to Greon Bay.,  We
went Rrst o C'hiengo, wnid froan Green Thay to that place thore
wad it one lwuse on the west shors of tho lake, that of Sule-
e Juncan at Milwavkee. The hoat anchored out in the
lake: when they stopped to wood— as enal was nob wsed in these
days om the boats,  We reached Chicapo on the ninth of July,
after o ‘passage of nearly threo days.  As there was no picr,
tho vesse] anchored smne distance out in; tho lake, and weo were
roweidl ashore in boats.  We had hed very rough weather and
I had zuffered with seasicknoss nearly all the way. I wns
liftedd ond of wiy berth and laid on a bed in the bolivm of the
row heat, a poor, homesick child. The lindness of thesc
fripnds, 1 can never foret.

Oh reaching shore we landed at Fort Dearborn, and passing
thirough it wo went to the houze of Col. Beanbien, where we
wern hoapitably entertained while the Loat lay in the harbor.
T reincmber walking with one of the daoghtera of Col. Beau-
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bien, on the lake shore, where we saw a numbor of graves of
thoso who had been stricken down with eholere the year be
fore, whioh were a0 near the shore that the waves had washod
away the carlh and partially uneovered pome of the ooffine.
Little did I dvesmn that I should live {v eee u eity sueh as Chi-
cago is todey, where, as T rempmber, It was seemingly only a
ptretch of sand and prairie. [T mupat confess that the miver
lnoked moro attractive tan it does at the present tizne.

There were few houses ocenpisd by the eurly sedtlers: three
frame two-story boildinges owned by Newberry & Idole, Philo
Carpenter, and P, F. TPecle  The latter was the father of Ferd
Peck, now so interested in che Avditorinmm and the Columbian
faiy, and eovmissionor to the Paris exposition of 1900,
That year three churches had heen organized in Chicago, the
first Progbyterian, the first Baptist, and the first Methodist.
A Cathglic pricst alse arrived in 1833, The first public
P'rotestant Episeopal services were held in the fost Preshyte-
rian churcly by request of s minister, and Mr. Tohn Hinzie,
Mra, Kipzie, Mwe, Ileloy and Miss Chappel (afterward Mra.
I'orier), ddistribuied prayerbooks, The lighthovse had been
Lnilt the year hefore, on the Fort Dearborn reservation. The
keoper was a son of Ceneral DBrady, after whom the fmt
at SBault Bte. Mary wos named.. T did net then see or know
Reverend Mr. Portor, whe in May of that year Lad come to
Chicago from Fert Jirady, with Major and Mrs. Fowle and
thoir infant daunghter. That daughter Mr, Porter firat met
Hrirty-one vears afterwards in I3oston, and learned thag she and
hor husband, Henry . Dwrant, wern engared in building Wel-
lesley eollege, which a few years later he visited with My and
Mre. Drunt.

In the antwnn of 1953, Miss Eliza Chappel opened the firzt
school in Chicago in Jobn Wright’e log store, aeross tho street
from Fort 1dearborn, This building was presented to her by
Mr. ¥Wright as soon as he had finished his framestore.  Later the
sehnol was moved to the Presbyterian ebureh on the southwest
corner of Lake and Clark streets, Miss Cheppell’s assistants
were Miss Elizebeth Beach and o Miss Leavenworth.

After remuining in Chieago for a day, we again took passape
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on tho boat, and eontinued cur journey up the east shore of
the luke. We stopped at 81, Joseph, that being the only set-
{lement on thet side, and halted at Grand Haven to woodl.
Our next stopping place was at Mackinae, in those days the
headgnartors of the Ameriean Fur Gompany.  From that place
to Detroit there was bnt one stopping place, on the River 81
Clair, ator near Forl Gratiot.  Ten days were neenpied in inak-
ing this journey,

Omne Little incident which peenrred the next winler after this
trip wae a visit from Mr. Kinzie and his sister, ez 1lelin, on
their return from theic mothee’s funeral.  They stopped late
one evening ai Erie, where I was attending school, and inquired
of the propricter of the Twrel, who was an inele of ny mother,
where I eopld be found.  Tle sent for e to come to the hotel.
I was aroused from sleep in nrder io go, delighted to scr any-
oue of the old home friends,

Soem after my father’s death, my mther removed to Ohls
to educate her familyr. We returned to Green DBay in the
aututnn of 1588, in the height of the land speenlation when
there was mteh iktnigration to thal place and to Chicago also.
The old steamer Michipan at one time brought ene thonaand
raseengers in hier colin, their fare amcunting to $ 1,000,
while the stecrege more than peid the expenses of the trip
The inhabitanes of the ¥ junping off * place, s Groen Bay way
at that time desipnaled, wore hopeful that 1L wonld becomoe o
ereat business centre, Lt they were doomed to disappoint-
inent, as the hoavily thobered eninley around it did oot offer
tha indusementa to settlors which the prairie landa in the south-
ern part of the territery and in Tllinois presented.  However,
prople eame Lhere, houses were built, and {to quote the words
of one who was deacribing those fines) ¥ Brave men and culti-
reted women liwed rthere then who wizited, talkel wod read
wrote lettera on largo sheets of paper folded withont envelope
and swenled with wafera; such people Jived there and in their
simple content did not suspeet how many things were laekinE
to make them happr.”

In the autumn of 1837, Reverend '::.tcp-hm Peet, who was
afterwards one of the chlef inatruments in the foundlng of
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Boloit college and al=o of the Chicagoe Theclogical séminary,
camw to Groen l3ay as pustor of e first Presbyterian churel
in the state.  During his pastorate of two years the chureh was
bnilt—the sepond eotestant elinrel 1n the stale—ile frst
being a small one crected wl Stockhridee for the use of the
mizsion theve for the Tndians,  The lots for the sits of the Pres-
byierinn chiurch were glven b Jdobn Jacob Aetor, Vainesy
Ureoks, and [obert Swart. 1o giving the lots for the clurch
Mr. Astor wrote 6o Lis agent, N, Goodsll:

You charge in yonr aceonnt 57 ofq, for recotding de=d ftrom the Pres-
brterian church of Tots T and &, block 27 (the lots orlginaliy &lven hut

exchanged for giherg), which the church ought to pay. Please col-
tect it.

O the: other band, J. W), Astor’s name stood at the head of the
sitbeeription liae for mwoney to burild the elerch, for $300.00.
Among the nawes on that st s Washington Inrmé & for §50.00.
The bell was given within w wonth or two of the time of the
dodication of the drel, by Ar. Astor, a eopy of whose letter,
in answer to fhe peguest for the bell, is fu iy possession.

Yorwviiee 18t Octobor 15349,
Menuns Srernes Peer, War brrcuerd, Ganexgr CRites, Commities.
GEXTE
Your letier of 1at Benr. with ona from J. D, Doty attached, wag 1:111!:#
recelved, and elthouwgh 1 did oot expeot euwch & call would have besn
made upon ma, after whal [ had previouwsly dooe, yet [ have complied
with your réguest, and bave purchesed todoy [rom Xr. Foree an exoel-
iedt Bell of G968 pounda cast by Bim the présent year, It has a fioe tooe,
and will efectually notlee all who are disposed (o glve atkentlon o
their dutles from itz gummong. 1 1z addressad to Wm. Mlitehell, cara
of Treat & Carter Buffale XNew York, and will be ghipped tomorrew on
board 2 Tow Boat for Albany. P 3. You will pleane settlo the aecount
for freight and expehess.
Roegpactfully Your Oht. Hervant
I, J. Asrur,

Tie the winler of 1847 und 1838, a beother of iy owther,
Seth Hecd, wliose hoonwe was ol Greene Bay, and who was asaist-
ank puvingster o the troops amder Mojor Robert Forsyth, was
omlered th Flortida for the Seminole war,  As there was no road
froan Green Bay to Chivago (the mail route having horn cu-
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tublished but threes years), it was no easy matter to maake the
juneney.  Flowever, a vehiele on runners was built, in which
iy neele and annt mado the journey, earrying their provisions
with thesm and eqping at uight. T think they impreviased
i bed ont of rhe sled, with some shelter overliead.  They pro-
coedled 1o Niles, Mich,, in this mnveyance, as that was e oad
of the stape route fivan the Fast, My annt waes the first lady
to take this jonrnev. Mes Tohn H, Kinzie, suthor of Wau
Hun, bad inade the trip a fow vears before on homeback threngeh
the interior of the territory, from Tort Winnchago to Chieago,

Tu 1840 ane of wy alsbera married, and went to Southpors
(e Wenoshia) to live. She and her husband nipde their wod-
Jin evip in o eleigle consirmeted of rough boards, the only vehi-
vle which eonld stand the wear and tear of roads such as we
linsl at that time

In the summer of 1540, (he Prosbyterian chureh st Green
Bay gave a esll to Rev. Jeremiah Porter {who had organized
the first Presbytorian chnech in Chicgpo), which he aconptod.
In the aotnmu of that vonr, Mz Porter attrnded tho meeting
of the presbyiery held at Trairieville (now Waukesha) where
the mindsters after due deliberation agresd 1o forn the Preshy-
terian and Congesgational eonventinn of Wiseonsin, uniting
tha twe churmches in one body, which in that sparsely acttled
rrgicn proved o wise arramgement. A committea from that
bordy, eensisting of Tev, Btephen Pect, Rev. (tis Curtis, and
Tev. Mages Ordway, were sent to {xreen Bay to install Rew
Mr. Torter—the first installation onder that eonvontion i
Wiseonsin,  Mr. Porter romainel pastor of the elmrell eightoen
syrars, renwving to Chicapge in 1855, whero he Inesime pastor
af thee Edwurds Congregationz] chareh. Tt was a rare privi-
legery wwe gmiovel in being gssneiated with lim and his st ez
tinwlle wifey of whom T heared the reoerk onee mmade, 9Tt 35
it blewsing to a houselinkl to bave thent mewbers in 1R Very
sacred to the miembers of that emucregretion, whe ariil remain,
iz tho memory of Mrs, Porier, whese noble life, 20 full of doods
af sell-anerifios, and words of wisdom and love in the sorvieo
af the Master, made the world lietter for ber having Hved.

In the autumn of the year 1511, one gmall tosn was thrown
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inte quite a furry of excitemcnt by 2 visit from Prince de
Juinville and suite,  Tr was at the wng of the sensation caussd
Ly the claim of Rev. Eleazar Williams that ho was the ¥ Lost
Pruphin swel the oljeet of the prince’s visit was suppuased
to be an investigation of the matter.  But it waz found thar
hia visit was really wade in order to gseertoin sorme {acls ve-
garding dra, Williatng' father, Monsiene Jowrdan, whose fame
ily had done notalde servico in thoe Lrench aruy.  Ales,
Williaws was of Froneh and Indian extroction, and was o very
bhundsome woman.

My second visit to Chieapo was in June, 1839, when T eame
from Green Bay ow the stegmer ©Grear Western,” tho langest
baat then o the lakes, sailed by Capr, Waller, lomyr and fuvor-
ably known as a kind and genial esprain.  TUolike my fivst ap-
rival, the boat stewued into the river uod remnmined oue dax.
When ready to continue the journey, the steamer passed up the
river sonu distanen, and had grest diffenlty in twrmng roand.
Althengh but six years had clapesd sinee my fim visit, the
change was marvelous.  Where had been nothing but a streteh
of prairie with here and there a howse, was now 4 busy town,
Taid cut in strects with some fine reshlences and places of busi-
ness, even then assnming the airs of e city it was destined
te Leconie,

Abont the first of Novewber of the vear 1841, I acesmpa
nied ey sister to ler bome In Kenosha,  Aé that acason the
roads wore isnpazeable tieongh the countey 3 and we were obliged
to take A 2mall stamer which ran from Greeen Bay to Maeki-
naw, conneeting with the daily hue feom Boffale to Chicage.
W reachod Mackinaevw, cxpeeting to leave the same day for Ke
nosha, but coulinnons storme preceoted the armival of ay boat,
for more tha a4 week.  We were ebliged to ke the best of the
delay, and were vory comfortably entertained ar the old Laslic
Wege, the lamdlady, Mrs Laslic, who well undersiaml cooking,
acrving we with the famous Markinaw whitelish in every possi-
blo form.  Tn these days of fast locometion by land and water,
thie generation eon sesreely realize nur sibiation.  Detained
ot an igland (inoat boawtifnl and intereeting I grant, in a pless-
ant season of the year), where there was no regular meil, on
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ths verge of winter, with no certainty of the comitig of a boat,

!‘:_-'l.; .

onT alluation was not an enviable one.  Added to this was our .

" anxiety about my sister's babe, hut three months old snd far
" from well. However, a stermer finally arrived and we were
ones miore on our wey. We bad a pleasant yuu for a few

- hours, but a storm having arisen, the remainder of tha passage

was very Tongh and the passengers wers noarly all seasick. In
these days the boats had not more than two state rooms, the
- herthe being avtanged on ach side of the esbin, Many of ue

wern obliged to have onr beds made on tho ﬂmr, B mmeruhle'

- wornprny, which the mader can hettor 1magine t.]mn T ean de
Aeribe. When wo rearhed Kenoshu, the lake wis. 50 roush we
“were 1ot able to land, snd had to proceed io Chieago, where

- wo tosk np our quarters at the Lake Houss, on the North side, °

. delightod to set our foot on land once more.  Thi was my third

_-'visit. to that wily, and F found many changes” The weather .
. ~way not cold- etiongh fo freeze the ground and the mpd wes .

fmrfnl Tn attempting to ecresd a street it -was a guéstion
uhnthnr wo eould do a0 withont ginking 2 foot deep. -~ We re-
" mained there 1w dava, rennherked on the stearner, _and_l ronchad

 Eenoth in the evening ir the midst of & snow storm.  As ithe -
 lake was reugh the beal conld not reach the pier, and the passen-.
ges were brought ashore in e large flat hoat used In swormy .
-waather for that purpose.  There wes but one hotel .there {2

- log hnuw] kept by M. Whitney, where we wore made very
‘pomnfortable. I spent-the winter st Kenoﬂ:m, and heve a plegs-
‘angd rememhbranee of these few months in the new town, settled
by men and women &f ente-rpma, mtelhgence, and thrift from
tha Eart

In: the spring of 1342, T vl&lt.ed_ E‘]‘uca.go for o few ﬁavs. ]

" helng pleasantly entertained.in tho family-of M, Loring Whit-

“ing, who ocenpied thé honse of Williem B. Ogden on the North __
" mide: Tn the pummer of that vear I returned to Green Bay,

traveting in 2 light wagen, from Kenosha to Madison,” thenes - o

'-;_-_f.'} Fort- Winnebago, and by the old military road to Green Bay.
- A week wis spent in making the jowrney, In September, 1842,
T marriod Mr. William Mitehell, fonnerly from Mackinew, who
S wES intimatoly- assoeiated with 2 number of the eaﬂy nettlers
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of Chieapo— Mr. Rolert Stuart, one of the prominent men
in the Amorican Fur Company, alss Mr. Jobn IT. Kinzie and
the. late Gurdon 8. Hubbard., My hoshand was for several
vears sgemt for Mr. IFubburd, sellivg land at (irecn Bay for
him and transacting other businees.

My husband used often to tell a clvcumatance sonnected wﬂ.h
tha baginning of Chicago, showing how little some racn eould
foresee ita future greatness. Tn 1834, a young officcr at the
fort at Mackinaw, Lieut. Kingsbury, went. to Chicago end on his
return said o my busband, “3r. Mitchell, if you wish to in-

vest in proporty which will double your money in a shorh time.
© thems is z tract of land in Chiesgo (I forget ther number of
acres) which can be bonght for $800.00.7  Mr. Milchell almost
donbied his eanity and answered cmphatically, “Mr. Kings-
bary, T would not givo $800.00 far the wholo of Chicage.”
Lisut. Kingsbury borrowed the money and bought the land him-
self,—since ealled “Kingehnry's i'ﬁ.ddjtlr:m,”—and rea.llzed a
Fort,une from it

In 1846, bmsiness obliped my hushand 4o return to ]L[nckl
ngw whera wa resided a yesr. * At that time thers were 1o rogu- -
lax boats mmuing to Green Bay, and no stages, so that per- -
sons wishing to g East wore obliged to hire a team to tako them
toé Shoboygan or Milwaukee, in order 1o teke the rogular beat
from Chisago.. A gentleman of our plass, Mr. Nathan Gﬂo&e'll
.- who owned a emall hoat, not neardy as large-aa the tugs of
today, nor es mawnrth}f offered to po to Mackinaw provided
lia could secure a mffieient number of passengore.  There et

. a nmmber besides curselves who prefaorred to run the risk oh

the hoat (which had never beem on the lake} o unﬂérgnin,ﬁ;
tha fatigue of a jonrney through the wiads, -The owner of the
boat, to eonvinee us of his comfidencs in its eafety, took hiw
cwn daunghtors with him. We embarked, many of us feeling.
that wo wight almost as aaf&ly hava reached our destination '
had weo jumped intn the river Howewer, thanks to 2 kind
Providencs, the trip was pleasant, without wind, and we reacherd
Mackinaw the third day afier leaving Green Bajr Just, before
landing & heavy rain fell, and as the dock wes tot waterproof,

“wa were drenched, the water covering fhe cabin floor-to the
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depth of an inch, ohliging the passenger to git_with their feet
‘onethe Tounde of their chairs. The sams litb].ﬁtbﬂﬂ't made three
trips 1hat sumamer, but was wreoked when making the fourth.
~The remembrance of the year spent at Mackinaw i a pleas-
ant ome.  Ae overyonc knows, that islend je intoresting on ac-
eount of s natwral ewriveities, and the many assoelations of

+ * an historieal a3 well a3 of & romantic natore. The socioty at

thet time, thengh emall, was composed largely of peopls of
edueation and intelligenes, and with the officers’ facniliea in
tho fort, there was no lack of sceiability, Indeed, the inhahi-
tants were obliped to depond upnn thelr own mesonrecs during
thi: long winter months, as thoy wera ent off from eoanniing-
rution with the entaide world except by 2 mail onee s monzh,

hrought from Detroit by o curtler on a dog sled.  Thar was

the' winter -of the Mexiean war, and 85 sone of the officory
liad ieft their familics at Mackinaw, thero was no Jittle anx-

-'int.-}r felt, Puring the SAEIOTIET the island was a grest resort-

for those seoking health and enjoymwnt. Thero waoe a daily
Tino of clegant steamers from Buffalo to Chicapo, nearly sl
ways crowded with' passengers, who whilo the hoat Ilay
thera flodked in every direetion to sce the sights. They woie
-obliged to elimb the hill Jeading to the. fort, and as the boat

did not remaify tnore than a eenple of hours, it was very amus-

ing tn sce the serambBling and running when, the hell for de-
parturo rang. - The steamers always carried a fing band on
bogrd, thes onlivening the long, end sometimes tedicus ]-Dur
20y ¥rom Buffals to 'I._'hu'ngn

The business for which.my husband hud gnma to Mackinaw
heing aocomplished, we returned to Green Bay on a small boat,
meeting with s chapter of accidents, one of which was the buret-

" ing of the eylindér, that oblized ng to return to Maekinaw ond -

wait soveral days hefore we conld seeure another boat. This
lattor was-searcoly seaworthy, and beforo reaching our destina-
tien the erank broke, &0 we chme inte port with-only one wheel,

About the yeur 1845, there came a2 young lawyer and wife

to Groeen Ray from Midine, and made their home among s,
notwithetanding the greater indneements offered to young busi-
ness men in Chicago, and other new towng  This. wes Fim-

..__,-_'



1%+ WIFCONBIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
othy O, Towe, in after years so long United States senstor
- frem that distriet, and still later postmaster-gemaral. Tho i -
terests of his adopted home were evor his own. ~ A man of me
. markably geminl dispogition, he was held in high esteem and
. on his annual retmnrn from Wﬂahmgmn to hiz sheary hone,
his cordial hundshake was given to all, without régard to posi-
* tion. When a few years sinee be gnd his pood wife “waro laid
" to rest in Woodlawn cemtetery, the community at Groen Bar
_ folt that their-vaeant places conld not soon be filled.
. In ths spring of 1850; Rev. Otko Tunk vame to Green Bay
#ith a eolpny of Nnrw%iﬂns; purchaeing land and Ha'i.ﬂ.ing a

R - litthe way south of Fort Howard, Hoth o and his wife were

_of moblo dmc«.nt., but: because ‘Mr, Tank had connécted him-
" gzl with the Mgtwwians, his father hed disinherited him.
. Ha was appointed a l:ni.sﬁonmjr o South Ameriea, where he-

resided some years. His wife having died there, he returned .

. 7. to Europe with kis ltfle daughter, whete he martied a second,

tirve, A man of fine edu.eaﬂoﬁ vefiried and evltured manmers,
“and strorip christian pnnmple he was esteomad by all who
ke hirn. . I[ip wife was & woran of strong character and good |
buginess ability, whose hand wis ready to bestow of her gbundance
_uppn those in need snd who geve to gll henevolent emterprises,
unoetentitionsly, however, with no nanw to accompany her gifts.
Even when mm’mng personal favors, 1f thanks. were givén,
she would say in hér quaint oanner: “No, no, T am the Lord’s: _
- steward,, give Him thanke” = Althongh from her conversation .
. we were somewhat”aequaintéd with her former life a8 having

" been in the "higher walks it waa not until after her: death

, that her- friends became aware that in early life, btk by relas

L -t-mnshlp anﬁ cormpanionship, she had been 50 closely mnnaetcd

“wwith mea and -women of high hmh For & numher of yopre
after the death of her hushand end daughter, she lived s quiet

ulmbﬁt socluded hfe, in her’ pleasarit quaint home, filled with
e curloﬂ, antiquities, and articles of gredt value. At ber death = -
- _aha Jeft o lirge formbe chiefly to home snd foreign, mnaamns,__ o

. o which shio had for years donated lirgo sums, -

- Ii 1856, the Fox and Wisconsin River mprc-vement waE

mm;r]ﬂhd BN avent thnt ‘for years had been amhmpamd s o
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which wcmld malm a larpe city of Greem Bay. The day was
ana of Jubiles, when tho firsf boat, the Aguila” reachioad therc

from Pittaburgh, vie the Ohic and Mississippi, and thenes by ™ '

means of the improventent through ihe Wiseonsin aand Fox
rivers.. Every bell in the place was rong, the old camnon at
the fort wag fired, hurrshs were shoutod fromy every quarter, all
-however; drowied by the unearthly whistle of the hout, whose
. fike wraa never heard thers befure or sines.  To.quote from the
- Advocate:  “The heat would come whistling into port just as
the people were preparing to take their first nap, causing them
tor spring in alarm from their beds.  Then about four in the
norning she wonld give & sereech to let pecpls know that she
waa preparing in-ga, another t6 Iot them know she was ready, -

ansther that they had better hurry if they wanbed ta take .
passage, and ancther to tell thein ehe had started and thay eould -

' not get on, if they wished.” For o number of years the trave]

. was hy these boats, and although it was tedious paseing through o

sy many locks, the heauty of thu secnery made the trip a plege-

+ ant one, .
- Huving eoma now to tha year of the war, which belenps to - -

modern times, the writer feels that these * recellections™ may
" be finished. . I-will say, however, that for that war Greett Bay
furaished many brave men, some of whom lald down their lives
in its service. My tiwo eldost sons, although very young, en-’
listed and served as musiciane in the “ Marching Twelfth ™ regi-
ment. Two years from the date of onlistment the régiment
" bad tharched on foot mixteerr hundred miles, bad been trans-
portad by steanor fifteen hundred miles and by rail six hundred E
miles. A féw monthe later they tieeomuplished a march of foar
hundred and sixteen miles in thirty-one days. My sons before
thajr wore-of age were mustered nut. and retumea huma without
" awound, . ¢ o :



