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THE WISCONSIN PHALANY AT CERESCO

BY & K. PREIHLICH.

L. ‘Imiraductory

The Wisconsin plalanx has been described in many artielcs,

and the following i3 morcly o eolleetion of what has been ro-

corded comecrning the objesta snd resulta of that company of
porsoms, comprising the earliost residents of what is now the

ety of Ripon, who ynder the name of the Wisconsin phalanx,

first oveupied the pesceful valley of Cereseo.

The formual records of the orpunization, o far a3 the samo
have been preserved, were presented to the Ripon Wistorienl
Socicty by Robert I». Maszon, the last president of the phalanz,
prior 4o hia death in 1901, These records inglude the fol-
lowing: - record bovk of iransfors of stouk; record of deeds,
duphieates, transfers, and mortgages; record of names, plaes of |
Lirth, dato of ma{irlcna'c; births, and dcaths ; treasarer’s accounts,
16845 40 1852 stack ledger ; ledger accounts; secretary’s reeord
{rom. Maveh E‘il 1844, to November 29, 1847 i sumiry uld re-
ecipts, old deeds, as.'!.!gnmeuta of stock, ate, -

il. Prellminacies

The theories ﬁ'f Charles Fuurier; the French socialist, for the
rwrgnmzntlnu of 1gocicty” became very popular in the United. .
States during the early forties of the last century. As Warren

o Chase says: "Its vast ccomomies, itz equitable distrthutions,

its harniony of groupe and series, its atirdctive industry, its ad-
vantages for schocls, mestings, partivs and social festivities, all
seemed to make his theory invnlnerable to attack.”!  The New -

1 Ldfe-iine of m’m; One [Boaton, 1358),
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" York Pribune and other papers of repute became.advocates of

the so-eafled “seienes of wew velations,”” and Fourier's priteiples
of association became very popular, 1o all parts of the eountry,
associations sprang inld exislence in response Lo the intersst in

these theories.  The appeals that were made in the eolomns of i

the Trebune thongh lofty and epiring, were imaginative and
impracticable in the extrems, but, nevortheless, they stirred
thongands, The following is fairly representative of the articles
that appeared day after duy from the euthur:uastm pon of Alhert

Brizshano, with Lhe sanction wnd hearty endorsement of the groat.

aditor, Horace Grﬂﬂlny < .

Befere anawering the question, How can asseclation be Dfﬂf-ﬂﬁﬂ“F
realized, we will remark that we will oot Dropose any sudden frans-
formation of the preesnt system of Aeclety, but oply & regular and

gradusl .sukstitation of the new order by local cheoges aod reploce |

ment. Ooe Areociation must be started, and others will follaw, wlth-

it overthrowlng any true Ipetliutionz o state or church, such ae

universrl suffrage or relizious worship,

. It & few rich could be interested Im the sabject, or & stock company
coudd be formed AmMInE them with & capltal stack of four or flve han.

. dred theoogand dellare, which woald be suflclent, thelr momer womld
be sale; far the Iand, edifices, flocks, ete..of the Amsociation, would be
frorigaged to secure it The sum which B required fo bulld a mmall

" raliroad, A zteamahip, to stavt an InsuTance company, would establish

" an Apmoclatlen. Could not such & sum be rafzed? * * ¢ »

The truth of asscelatiom could also be proven by children. A 1tttie
Apasciatlon or en indoatrial or agrieultzral 1netltotion migkt be esteh-
‘Hshed with four humdred chlldren from the ages of Ave fo ffteen.
Yarlous lighter branchea of ggileultural and meclanleal aris, with lit-
tlz toolg end implsmentz edapted to differant ages, which are the de-
.]iﬂ']:l.t.}ﬂf childran, could bé prosecutsd. The useful gocupations sould,
i organized accordlng to a eysterd which we shall latar explain, be ren.
dered mors plessing and atiractlve than are thelr plays at present

Huch an Agaprigthon wonold prove the posslbllity of attractive Industry -

and that childeen could 20pport themaelvos by thelr own Taber, and ob
“tain at the prme Hme o superior induscriat and scieotifio sdoeation.

In the yoar 1843, the citizens of Euuthpﬂrt., { now Keﬁnaha], e

in Bacine county, Wiseonsin, bocame interested in these hurn;ing
guestions of the hour, and the Frauklyn lyecum of the little

-

sNew Tork Tvibuné, March, 1542,

b
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{rill.a.gq touk ﬁp the subject of assoeiation on Fourier's plan.’

" Novembor 21, 1843, the question was debated for tho first time

in the Lyerum, *Docs the system of Fourier preseat a practies-
ble plan for such a reorganizelinn of society a8 will gomd
apmingt onr present social ovils ¥ December 5th following, .
inother digcnssion was had, on the question:  “Are munkind

- a0 naturelly depraved, and i3 eoclety emupoeed of sneh dis-
. cordant material, g8 to render the adoplion of Fourier’s plan
_mnpracticable ¥ Devernber 121h the sobject eame wp again,
“in this form: “Would the sysi.em of Fourler if adopted tend

io diminish the evils of Bociety 17

One of ibe men most intereated in these diseussions was War
ren Chese.  He ardently embrdced the now theories and when
taumted with the argument, why not practice this, if you bolicve
it the best way ta live, he degided to try it.*  Chess wag at this
time about thirty yeams of age, of versatile telent, indomiteble
energy, and untiring perseverence, and he threw himaelf into
the assoeiation movemont, wiclding a ready pen in its hehalf for

-eomn years. He vadoubtedly was the lender in the asscciation

experiment that resulted from the diseussions in tha lyegum. "
The following is a brief synopsis of his biography: Born'in

. Pittefiold, N. IL;, Jsnuary 5, "1813, he emigraied to Michigan.
B S 1533 where he married Mary T Whlt.e, of Newport, N H.

In 1838 he removed to.Southport, and o the formation of the -

-, pasoeiation, to (eresco, where he remained nine. yrars, holding
“seversl iocal offices.  IIe wes & member of both Wisconsin Con-

stitntional Convenbions, of the fral state senate, and wias, Freé

~ seil eandidéte for governor in-1850. After leaving W’lﬁmnsm,

he first_returned to Michigan, then 1o St Trm]a, where in 1878

: he was g presidential eleetor, and in 1876 removed to: Gﬂhfnr—

nig, whera he held a number of political offices.. He diéd Fab-

" ruary 25, 1801

Ak 2 result of 1he’ deh&tl!s and 1'.rf {"‘hum s cforls, ]:n'ﬂ:]lr.rumir:,.r

. h_ “mneetingg were held ot the old temperanca hall, and a eonstitu- - -

ti{l[l was drafted for an sssociation Lo be knnwn Y tl:ne 'Wismné’in

' I'Butt.arﬁ.ald Histmr-p af Fﬂﬂd du Las cnunty, {th-:ag» 18403 n;L,
408498,

i Life-Hme o,l‘ the I..uue Ona.
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Phalanz. March 28, 1814, 8 mesting of the gubseribers to the

constitation was held at the village school house, at which meet-

ing Williara Starr was the secretary, and Michacl Meyers, chair

-man,  Offieers were cleetod porsnant to the codstitution, and.

ilic ventnre was now well sterted. At this meeting & committes
way appointed to cooperate with the agent previcusly appointed
to explore varions sections of the territory, in order to roport
such leeativn as they deemed eligitle for n domain. This agent -,
was Ebenezer Clilds whose adviee wus largely followed in the .
ultimate selection of 4 loeation, or domain, a5 it was ealled, for
the operations of the phalanx.. Thi= emumittes, after several

resignations, waa finally somposed of the fu}llcrmng gcntlcsmen -

E (. Sowthworth, Canficld Marsh, end- Crrin H. Stevens.
While Childe and the committes wore absent on their t.c_mi' of

wmrestipation, the phalanx was busy eompleting the work of 'or-
ganization; 500 ropies of the constitution and by-laws- were
grinted for distribution: W, W. Whealer, Petor Johngon, and
Warren Chage were selectad ar the theee tristess of the Iﬂhhlanx,
to hold for the wuse of the society the titls to sl property of tho
gagocigtion, real and: personal; memberd were added, so that by
Muy 25, 1844, the total membership was seventy-one; South-

- worth, Wheeier, and Chase wére appointed to providé for rais-
ing funds with which to purchase the domain, and ax o speciel |

inducement for the pajment-of meney into the treasury, 2 pre- -

‘minm of twenty per cent, payable in stock, was offared for all
- eash payments made before the fiest of May ; the treamrer’s.

' bond, in the sum of $10, 000, was spproved, and suheoriptions

- were taken for stack in the pew compuny.. Most of the stoek

was paid for by the trausfer o the trustess of personal property,
at & veluation fixed by the board of direnbors; it guite o nue-
her tonk sdvantag of the offer of & yireminm for rash pa_vmpnh

May B, thie treasurer, E. C. Southwerth, reported $1,026.24 in '
-tha treasyTy, besides abmlt #60 in the secretary’s hands, '

The committes on the proposed location made its repn'rt Mlljl'

- g, 1&44- at 5 mesting of the stockholdcrs, st which the tressnrer o
'm_a:q instructed to enter one and one-qharter sedtioms of land*

o

_ 1This land wes located e follows: NW 113674, NH . |%-2016-14, -

- : T
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selected for the domain.  For this he waa to fake the t-i.t,la in-

his oivn name, ind thereafter deed the same to the rustess for

the assoeiation. Full authority was conferred upon bim te

-+ enter mere Jand. if he should have more money prior to making
“the entry. Mr. Chase did not approve of the direction to enter

the lamd in the trensurer’s name, xod be contrived to have the

“money sent to Grecn Bay by a merchant of that place, and when

the duplieete reezipts wers returned for the land thai had been

" enlered, they van in the nome of Michael Frank, whom Mr,

Chase describes an “a quiet citizen of the village, of irrcproach-

‘gble character and far too honorable to defrand anyone, and -~

cne ih whom everyone bad eonfidence who lmew him.”'_ An
exwmnination of the land reeord corroboretes Mr. Chase's state-
rnent, ae the duplieate reckipts from the land coflies ere dated
Sept. 8, 1844, and one and onc-cighth seetions of land in section
20, 21, and 28 are entered in Mr. Frank's risme, although throe-

_ eights of & section arc entored on the samo datp by Jocob Reck-|

with. None was entered in the treasurer’s neme. That Mr.
Chase was justified in his arbitrary aagu i plion of authority
seama to be borne out by the faef that the meurds andar date of
Oetober 28, 1844, raquest the seeretary to write to the surctics
of the treasurer’s bond “netifying them that B, C. Sonthworth

" refuses or neglecis to settls with the Wisconsin phalunx. as treay-

urer, and that they will be ealled npon as his surety.” :
The domain havmg been selocted, it now remained to com-
plete the preparations for going forwar.d to the proreised lend.
A committer was named to designate the property that should
e carried onto the domain and the persans who sheild eqnstitute
the first party; directions werp given to procure & tent to he

- Ueed until other shelter eonld be privided; arrangements wore”
-mads to keep an sccount, showing the eost of board for the first
two months; a eommitter wes given the duty of providing fond | -

for the party em rotte to the domain; and last but not lepst, &

. rosolution was passed fixing the pries Tor washing elothes on the ~

domaln at two shillings par dozen.

w ‘5& BEL, and E’;i SW’&-EI)—IE—H NE 13-23-1514, E‘-‘;& N'W!ai-Zﬂ'-]E 1&

sl 8 % 8SE %- 1?1&14
1 Ldfe-line of the Lone One.
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The Conatitution was prefaced hy e presmble, reciting that
. the subeeribers adopled it *in order 10 form 2 mora perfecs
union, cstablish justice, ensure domcstic tranquility, promote
~ onr common, welfare, and sscure the blessings of sacial happiness
in ourselves and cur postecity.”

The objent waz * the prosecution of agricultore, manufactuves,
commeree, the arts and selonees, edneation and domeatic in-
duatry, aseording to the aystem of Charlez Fourier a3 near aw
ey be practicable.’

The property was ropresented by stock, divided into shares of -
the value of twenty-five dollars cach, avd provision was made
for prying for the same in ennh, OF I proporty ot 1t$ pash wvonlue
a3 fxed by the bonrd of directors.

The affairs of the Association Were managed by a pmﬂldent
viee-progident, sseretary, and treasurer, together with a hoawd
“of direstors consisting of nine members—all . to conatitute a
hoard of manapers. The officers had the weual powers, and
econld be remaoved from offiee by the board for neglect of duty,
absence, or incompetence. Three trustees wers provided for,

who shauld take title to the property, e8 the rssociation had: no

' legal axistence af this time, Tt wis eomtemplated that whepover
there should he forty families resident on the domnin, a new
form of govermment was to go Info aperation, to be administered
" by eouneils, aecording to such plan as shonid be then agrﬁeahle
* to the resident members.
A person contld ba either a stookholder, or & mnmher, or both, ,
a5 his case might require. No person conld be admitted to
lnf_mbﬂi'ship exeeqt on application to the board, ahd the board
" eould imposc such conditions aa it deemed wise. A resident
momber was permitted to withdrew from the gasoeiation fipon
giving two woeke' noties of his intention, and npon leaving, the
member was entitled to hia pmpnrﬁonate share of the profits np
to that Hme. _

There wore to be two meetinga of tha stockholders each year,
and provision wag' made for fully informing every member not
ouly of the meetm.g bt alse of the condition of the affuirs of
the association. Esery stockholder was given at such meetinga

— ) . -
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one vote for.the first share, and on financial questions one ¥ote
for each five sharas thersafter, not ekeceding ten votes in all; but
ou other qucﬂ.tmna 1o .std}ckholdel had more than one vole in any
case.  As both men and women were permitted to hold stock,
this pmnsmn sdems o have piven the right of suifrage to resi-
dents o the domain to both sexes alike.

Befora the December meeting in ¢ach :}rLuﬂ the Gﬂ.ﬂh valnae of
the real estate, exclusive of improvements, was to be estimated,.
and. uo¥ inerease in tho valuation sinee the previouns valuation

" was eonsidered the property of the stockholders and was to be

divificﬁ among thém in proportion to the stoek that had” bean
piid in. The tofal product for the year was to be aseeriained

" at the same time and a general sewtlement with each member

was to be made at this meeting,  After dodweting taxes, Tepairs,

o and inauranée, the total produet was te be divided as follows:

one quarter was to bo paid as a dividend to tho holdors of stock,
amd three fuarters to he divided smong'those who perfarmed the
labor. At the time of snbseribing for stoek, muy perdon- Wi
permltted 1o eleet whether he would take 8 fived dwldﬁn{l of
SaVER POr cent or would take his shate of the aetnal d.l?ld&m’l
and the payment of this seven per cent was made & chatge _f.-n
the three guaricrs belonging to labor, the excces which the stick
earned shove seven per cent heing given' tg 1abur

The bosrd of directors ard officers were furbidden t.o-g,untra.ct
any obligation ex;:elaf. by upanimous consent.of all the stoek-
holders.” '

Hee. 1, Art. T, pmndcd that “ Therc shall be a mlera‘t'.mn of

" religions opinion and aetivn and every member of the association

shall e protected in his religious belief.io worship God accord-
ing to the dictetes of eonseience and reason; but ne person shall
ever be taxqd w_lthmlt kis consent: for the a‘u;:purt of nnj' min-

'lst.er of the Gmue] or teacher of rehgmn

" Bome foatures of the. b}'—lit'mé that were frumed pursuant to

hia constitution skould be mentioned, as t]:m}mng hght omy the
_principles and :dﬁala of the agsogiation.

Tt wis provided that gooda, mnmhandme, hoar& ox o’shﬂr
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" necsesarics were to be furnished tr members at a coat value: that

rent should mever excecd ten per cent of the value of the haild-

ing vecupied ; end thel any member was to have the privilege of

_' kaving bis own horse and carrizge on the domain hy paying to
the sssacigtion the actnal cest of keeping, |

The baard of direetors woe mede the jodge of the kindg of

work and business that the association should putsus, and na

- appeal was provided for, in case of disoatiafacticn on this ae- . .
. eonnt.  Tha shares of sto(-k wera held aecountable for any sums

" that might be duc from a stockholder to the szsocistion. and no
dividends on stoek were to be 1qnde' cxrept on thie balance of the
- atook held free from eugh debt or ineinbreanes.  Wlhienever five

- OT moMe persons were at work in one branch of induatry, the-j' .

" ware. to organiza a group, and choose a foremazn. It was his

duty to keep an account of thé labor perfarmed hy cach member <

" of the.gronp “and adjndge the Tavk aceording to ekill and pro-
" ductivencas such persen may- exercise,” and make his report to
the seoretary ones n week, If any person wis dissatiefled with
the deeision of his foreman, he might appeal from the foreman
to the members of his group, and the deeision of the group was
" fimal.  All the proups engaged in the same branch of indnstry

. ware to form themselves into a series; and slect a superintendent.
" of the zarics. This superintendent was given power to deter- -

* mine the relative rank of each group in productiveness, subject
- fo the adviee of the whole geries.  When the arscciation grew to
" bo Ia_'r'ge enengh, =0 that there were several series, each with ita

N Bupermtendent,,lt was mntemplnted thet these surmnntpn-dents _ o

would ecnastitnte a cm.ll:u'll of industry, which should suprrmﬂr
. tha hoard of direstors. This eouneil was directed, whan it
.'_'-';shauld_.ha organized,. to-divide the different industeial olasses
-irto thraa ranks te be designated as follows: ety clasa of peces-

. dity: 2d, clase of vsafulness; and 3d, class of attractivencss, - )
"I‘lu.ﬂsa ¢lassca were to have such relative renk in.the distribe- o W)

" tion of the profita of labor, as the eouneil might decide.

© “All upsecessary business and all aporting of the- nﬂnoemﬂon R
. ‘shall be snspended on the first day of the week.” “Any mem- - -

“ber of the association may be expelled thetefrom by a majority '
of *_t_ihle. remident Tdsibers for the following causes, vin: wmde .

THE WISCONEIN PHALAWY AT CERBESCO. w0y
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and indecent befavior, drunkenncss, Ei‘a.:lﬁcking in intoxicating
drinks, licentiousncss, profanc swearing, Iying, stealing or. de-
frauding another, protragted idleness, or willfully injusing the

+ property of the association, knowingly consenting to the injury

of the association or any individual member thereof, gambling,
habitually indolging in consoriousness and faultﬁudmg pro-

- wided, however, that nn member of the {lssuq]atlnn ghall be ex-
_pelled without firat being potificd,” and an opportunity given to

be heard in his own Idﬁfqni@, T'rovizion wee mede for the trial
of such cases.  All disagrecments were to be settled by arbitra-
tion, amch party choosing one arbitrator, and the two a third,
ame an appeal was permitted from the devigion 4f the arbitrators
td the directors or the couneil, “whofe decision shall be final.”

The nssociation was required to provide the means of eduea-
tion for ell the children of the members, and the association’s
rule compelled a1l children to attend aehool, unless other provi-
sion was made by thé parent for instruction. Every pupil was
required to devote a portion of time éach day to some branch of
industry.

A later rule was added o the hy-laws Sreptember 28, 1844, 38
followa: *“Resolved, thet no member of this assoeiation shall |
evor e permitied te bring onto the domain any spiritnous -
liquore to be drunk a2 2 beverage."

. "["ha Phalzen In Operatlon, 1244

Mny 18, 1844, the mmmrttne arieacted to-report the names of
suitable persons to compose the pinncer company for the phalanx
decided on the following: Warren Chase, Lester Rounds; 7.
Btuart, 1. Stillwell, (George II, Stebhine, T, V. Ncwcﬂ H. G
1‘[&1‘“11, C. Adkins, W. Ducham, Faﬂmn Lane, Alexander
Todd, J. T. Cobh, E. Child, Nathan Hnunter, Jacob Beckwith,

- 8. R: Eellogg, John Lijnhrart, B. L. Rickards, William Seamen,

William E. Holbrook, and Daniel 8anborn. Meanwhile “they

~ 'had collected teams, and - tows; and tools and provisions and
* tents, nd started—mninetoen men and one boy, avith three horue

tesma and several ox teams, —overland fo the land of promise,
by the way of Watettown and the long praivie. They camped
and marched and eamped, and after six dnye met &t the house

™

L.
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of the pearest settler. - ®* ¥ * * ¥ Thig plad ncighber,
Saterlee Clark, pointed them oul the trail--which megns an
Indian pony road, and is very much llke a snake’s poth in the -
mud. They gamped at night where the sity “of Ripon now
stands, on the north bank of the siream, near whare the stonc
- mill now stands, and on the morning of May 27 —to them cver
memorable —they repaited to the valley helow, on the heantiful
~ plain surrounded by hillg, like an amphitheatee, aod one of the
a8t boantiful apots nature has formed in Wiseonsin, and then
an their own land, pitehed their tents, stuck their stakes, dipped
- their spades, and Inid the eoruer stone of the town of C{-rem,
the Lone One called the P].n{}E M1
The revords pive the names of eighteen men and one buy, as

the members of that pioneer band. E. Child, B, L. Richarde,
William Heamam, nnﬂ_n‘unicl Sanborn for some reason did not
soedmpany the party, and Urigh Goul, and a saven year old
bow, Joseph 8. Tracy, were added.  Most of this group wers
somparatively young, the oldest, Willisra Durham, hmng but,
forty-eight. .

# Thost whe comyposed the phalanx in the days of it= heginnings
_1:11} not appear to have beloriged, even in part, to the class of the
unappreciated, the played out, the Idte, and the good-for-nothing
generally, who according to Horuer Greeley, composed the com- .
" munities which failed under his eyes.  On the eontrary, ﬂ:l.ﬂ_}r )
were pevdnns whose industry and generul shrewdness hod already
been eoined intd & goodly equipment of live stoek, farm materi-.
alg, implements, maoney, und other nesessaries for fitting out the
new enterprise. What wes better, they had all, as Westem -
pioneers, undargone that traiming in hard work and privation

which fortified fhom againgt discontent and homa-sickncas, the . i

bane of other sommunistio splonies. They were rather roligions
thun irréligions, and among them were two who bad standing
a4 preachers in evangalieal denominations, Trial Farmin, local
preacher in the Mothodise chureh; and George H. Stebbins; a
"Baptist n:umster With such muterial, the social experimenﬁ '
bogen. : : o '
sEAfe Line vf the Lone Gne, ’

tMrpey, Hiwdory of Ripon, (Milwayles, 15375).p, B3 4. -
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}iﬂnﬂay, Bfley-28, 1844, preparutivn wag made for the build-
ing of three frame Louses, The first ground was broken, the
plowing being done where the collars were to he dug; and break-’

. 'mg for crops wak alro commeneed that day.'

Gaorge H. Stelbins, one of the pioneer band, in a ]ettav dated

- May 27, 1844,® doceribes those early hours, as follows:

After dinper the members all mat in tha tent and nrmaedéd ton TEE'-

_ular organization, Mr. Chass-balog it the chalr and Mr. Toounds secre-
- tary.- A prayer was offared,.czpreslng Lhanks for our safe protection

and arrlval, and fnveking the Divine blegging for cur fMiure peage and

" prosperity. The Het' of resldent members was ealled (nlostesn 1n

cumber), and they divided themealves into two saria, v, sEYicditural

- and mechaniend, {aach appointing a foreman), with a misrellaneoins

. groun of laborers, under the. supervision of the resident direetors. *

* ¥ & * % % % ¥ The aiock conslets of Afiv-four hend of mt.tt]el
1aTEe anﬂ emall, including sight yoka of exen and three span of horsss.
More men are expested durlng the week, and othera are prevaring to
coma thiz summer. Famllieg will be here asthe tulldlag cRd bo ent-

-fleleatly advanced to amummodn.t.g them. A few worde regarding the

domiln. ‘There {8 a stream which, Irom its clea.mesm. wa have domin-
ate? Crystal cresk;s if hes puflclent fall and watar sypplied from
aprings, for ona or iwo mill seats. * It renw over a bed of llme atoge,
which shoundz here Aod can be had eonvenient for fences and bulld- -

- 1ng. There i & good sunply of timber and pralrie. Every member fa

. well plapged with the lacaticn, and alse the errangement for buslness.

’ Tp to thie Hme no dizcordant note has - Hwﬁded in oar compaay: We
heva begun without a debd, which is a moutce ul.' great matlafactlon tn

mh mﬂm‘her

T]:lE.' first senson they broke up and sowed mghhr acres of ﬂ:u=

-'prame to wheat. Om the morning of the tenth of June, the

- ground was white with frost, which d::.'atm}red most-of the eorn .

that had been planted, also the heans and vines. Twenty-acres

of. [mtatncs, buckwheat, turmips, and other vapetables had’ pre-ﬂ~ :
‘ousiy hesn put in. Wnrk was begun for & saw mill, which waa

fel to be an lmperatwe e, and a dam was ordared to be cod-

structed ; but it wes late i the follewing winter before these

werﬂ-mmpleted. .The atream being then frozen over, they.could S

' 1Bntterfleld, Hixtory of Foad du Lan eousty..

*Fubllehed in the Eouthpert Telegraph.
"2 Thin ls now Imewn-as Sllvaer Orealk,”
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not idtain power to run their mill, aud thes ey were compedled
to g thvongh the fivst winler without adequate covering for man
aud beast. The Loy waa fortnoately very abnndant, 2ol sup-
plicd the place of lwards for shelter for the heasts and the hads
Tor the faiilies”

Septenher 11, 1844, the boildings being in 2nely coditien as
warranted it the tenta were avidered to e mennded and returned
ta thelr owner al Southport,  Ow the smwe Jay 4 committes was
appeinted to Yax ont g divect road frons the demwain te Foud do
Lue, whieh was the neavest town of nportance ; st ou the L4th,
the cunmittee reported that o direet road waz impracticable, ol
reconnuended that for the present travel Le “ly the way of the
guide board and Mr, Sanga”  This route is by the way of
Seven Mile ereck, near the sonth line of the town of Lamartine.
The marshes aml shoughs mades this the moust available voute at
that tine.

As the hnilding aml wark progressed, the pionsers sent
{or their famifies. June 28, 1544, a eonsiderable muber
arvived, incloding Mrs. Stnart and five childron, Mrs, Beek-
with, James (. Tracy, Mra. Stillwell and four children, Mra.
Kewell and infant davghter, Mrs. Martin and four children,
Mra. Stelibins, & W, Menderson and wife with twe chil-
dren, Mr. and Mre. Hiram Barmes and two ehildren.  These
woerp tho first avrivels after the eriginal party, exeept Jhen-
azer Childa and William Seaman who came carly in Juns, and
were in faet a part of tho ovipinal band delayed for a fow
days.  July saw the rezident foree Inereased by Daniel Heger,
Velney €1 Mason, Mrs. Carlton Lane aud threa children, Mra,
Reaman and twno ehildven, Mr. and Mrs. Uricl Farmin and threc
childran, Mrz, Taubelic E, Towne zhd e boys, and Mr. wnd
Mre. ¥athay Steong amd child; in Avgnst, Mes, Chase came
with two children, and during the some montle came Mra
Ronnds and ehild, Mrs. Dunham and two ahildren, aleo David
B. Dunham, and Tames Hebden; others followad (ieresfter,
ancesaions bajng eomatantly innde during the life of the phalanx.

Draring these aatlier months the records of the organization
were still kept at Southport, where the officers were,  Authority

T Life Line of the Lone Oro.
14
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was, however, given the resident directors to eondnet the bwai-
ness during this peried.  Septonber 3, appears tr have been the
firsl mweting of the wajority of tha dircetors on the dowain,
and from that time all of the business was conducted on die
domain by a redident hoard of directors.

Tho Xovember valustion of the lande shows that the ergani-
zation wuas powgesscd of 1,100 aercs of land in secotions 20, 21,
and 29, sowme of which were appraised at 32, and from that
np to B5 an aere, the tofal valualion bedng 3,727,200 The
prien of board for the pevied onding Decomnber 2, 1844, wus
cotablished, ns followz:  All over fiftoen years of age, fifty
cenla per week @ all nnder fifteen aud over twn, thivt-three conts
per week ; and all nmler twa years, nothiug.

November 15, the Joeard divided all lalor done oo the do-
main into threo elasses:  1st, class of neoessity, eomprising
“igping and stoving wells, all work in water, lahor neccssnrily
roquiring persons to Le expoacd Lo storme, mising mortar and
tending mason.”  2d, closg of uscfulness, comprizsing “all e
chanical and agricultaral labor, not compeised in other classes,
washing, teaning, milking, taking eare of stnek, hook-keoping,
ard writing”  Ad, class of attractivencss, comprising “eonk-
ing, dining roome work, ironing, domestie shoring, gardening,
horticulture, care of fowls and bees, and sll necessary business
of the beard of diveelora,”  The ratio of the classes was fixed
as Tallews:  The numher of hours work done each week by cach
individnal in tho clags of neeeasity, was regquived to be rotnrnsd
by the foreman and mnltiplied by twenty-four; those perfonned
by ench individnal in the clasa of nsefulness was to be multiplied
iy twenty; those in the elus: of attractiveness, by fifteen, Tt
will be observed that this provision gave no proper elassification
of the so-called skilled labor in the trades, and that the more
undesirable the labor the Ligher the compeusation.

Thiz provieion for e diviaion of laher did not g into effect
unti! Trecomber.  Mennwhile, zsays Chaese in a lettor dated Sep-
ternber 12, 1844, “We do all enr eocking in one kitehen, and all
eat at one table  All cur labor, excepling a part of the femnle
lahor, on which there is 2 reduetion, is for the presont doened
in the elass of vaefnlness, and every member works as well as
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pussilda whera he or she is wost needed, under the general su-
perintendenee of the direstors. We adhere atrictly to our con-
stitation and by-lawe, and adopt as fast ag poesible the syvstem of
Fonrier,  Wa have srganized ane gronps and series in o simple
muanuoer, and tius far everything goes udinirably, and mueh bet-
tor than we coulll have cxpected in onr onbryo state. We have
regular mectings for business and socinl purpeses, Ly whicl
meang we koop in hannony of feoling and coneert of action.  We
lave o Bunday school, Bible class, and divine service every Sal-
Lath hy diffovent denoninations, who occupy the hall (as we
iave but oned alternately; and all 38 hammony in that depart-
went, althongh we have many members of different religious so-
cietios.  They nll acetn delerminad to lay sside metaphysieal dif-
foronees, avd make a nuitel woeial eﬂﬁrt foumded on the funda-
nwentul prineiples of religiow™

The mail during this time was breught fran Fond du Tac
oneg i week Ly Jomes Stuart, who was paid for this servies by
twenty-four hours evedit, and five shillings a trip.  Tater a post
offier was eatablished., Lester Rounds, whom Mr Chase de-
soribes as “one of nature’s—uot man’s—noblemen and a true-
heartord refonner,” was made the postimastor.

Thus fur the organization was nerely o voluntary association
of individusls, having no legal existence,  Chase was well nware
of the trouhle that wight b in store for tha assoelation if disson-
sion should arise; nnless it should hocomip g loeal entiir, with
{ull right to eontrget and to hold property in its own name. Ac-
corilingly an attempt waa inade to get a charter from the terrl
torinl legislature at the next aesslon, Ineorporating the phalanx,

Ta quote amain From e Chage:

When the familizs (aboul twaonty} were all pached for winter gquer-
tars. and the boys hunting fence tlober and gaw Iogs ob TThele Sam's
Jland, then the Igne One starfed te eecurc o chartar, of wet of incor
noration for the society. The act had heen carefolly drawh up by
him, and gubmitted to the members and approved, and ha was author-
{zed to accurc 1t2 pasease with g5 few amendments as poedible. Witk

thle vlew ha vlelied zeveral memberg of the territorinl lagialature, gl
mitped it to them, and securad lbe afd of some, * * * Tio was apon

1 Noyas, Fistory nf Awmcrican Ssclalsme, (Phiadelphia, 1870 p 414
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in the [abby, elowely watching the fate af the bill, which dld not excite
much opposillol io the aesembly. but by the eld of hia good Irlend the
doctor, from Fond du Lac [Dr. Darling], whe was a member 1o seat,
wan Rlowly and properly pussed, with but slight amendmenta, 1€ then
went to the Counetl, where he alae had some good Iriends, especlally
ihe one who had the titles {0 the domain [Mr. Fraok]. Fat bare tha
COrMOoTAntE attacked ic, bocauso they thought It & geod aubject to make
capital oo, and down eame the Afges, whleh was the paper that
watched the Interesta of 1tzelf und party. The Lone One offersd replies
and defenes, and although a pelitlclan of Lbe same achool ond party,
the drgus darve paf admit toth sides, and it had decided the bill evil,
and ooly & cheating schemé, and most ezpecially a 20clal hereay, IJut
the Lone Cne made reply through the deily Demoeratic sheet of L
wiokes, untll the Argus was sorry H ever took thoe pubject up; apd long
after wag more sorry still, for ik felt the iojury It had indicted on inoo-
ceplk pergona. *  * % Tt waa e herd eonflict for the law, 20 eisen-
tlal at that time for the security of the settiers. But at iazt the fioal
yote let 1t through, and the rejoleing man in the lobby was permitted
to follaw it to the executive roome. [t will Dot compromies my demos-
racy o sign 1t, will 167" sabd the smillng Governor Tallmadee, Ba he
picagantly added hig approval (o the act, which enabled the Lones Onc
to returs to his anxicnd famity oad atill more anxloor frienda, who
worn walting, In desp suspones, the fata of the charter. Hep aocot
reached hpme, and excecding joy ran through the ¢rowd pe they heard
the papd news: “"Now we are aelfe, for qur property will be In our own
hande.'1

e eharter was approved Fel. 6, 1845, Om the fourteenth
uf the sdino ropnth the directors provided thet the stockholdors
ho fnvited to transfer all of their property to ihe eorporation,
cach to bo eredited with the same amwount of stock in the new as-
seciation with the same arount for labar done 2= was credited
on the books of the ovigingl assecistion.  The-frustoes wore to
convey thoir interesta in the property to tho corporation, aurd
cach shereholder was requested to quitelaim his interest slse.
February 17, purauant to the direcbon of the eharter, Warren
(“hazo, Lester Rounds, aad Tricl Farmin, as o cotrmitien, opened
stoek books at tho houee of Mr. Rounda, wheve stock was taken by
all of the resident members.  April Tth, the stock books were
vlesad, and a council having been olected to take charge of the
affairs of the corporation, the books were handed 4o ite president,

2 Lifa T4ne of the Lane One,
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tha offieers of the old scelety reelgmed, the proper decds of eon-
veyancea were exeented, and theneforth the assoeiation continned
under its new charter. Chase says thut the neighbors, who had
begun to locate in the vicinity, were greatly alarmed by tho as-
sociation, most of them were sure that it wonld do harm; for it
hud grremt powor, and would monopelize.  “They wished the
curdad thing dead. A few snw no evil in it, but only s power
for good. These *“four-yearites’ fumished the material and
nows for prairic yaros amd geesip for all the ropiou round
about.”

¥L. The Legislative Charter

Tho name selecled was the same as had Loon adnpted in the
nriginal eonctitntion, the Wiseonsin Phalanx.

The walno of shares of stock was continued at the amm of
twenty-five dellars each.

The loeotion was Axed in the town of Ceresco, 1o which towrn
tho bosiness opersiions weee resirictod.  The corporaiion was,
howevrar, permitted to own thnbered and meadow land in auy
other town, In neo casc enuld the assoetation own more than
forty aeres for each person belonging thersto,

The corporation and the officers wero forbidden to contract any
dobt, or Lo issue any notes, or serip, or evidence of dobt. I any
debtz wore contraeted the officers wore to bo held peraonally liable
thercon.  The booka of the eorporafion were 40 he open at ali
times for the inspeetivn of the members aa well = the offieers
of the townehip, coutty, or lerritory ; and the sbock of rach mem-
har was inads liable to execution {for delis of the owner.

The officors were provided for as follows: president, wiee-
prosidont, sceretury, treasnrer, and nine councilmien,

Every mals momber, twenly-one years of age, was entitled to
voto at the annual meetings in December. In this respect the
vharter departed from the first eonatitution ; bnt whether in e
gponse to the demand of the legislatnre, or of the constitueney
of the phalans ilself doos not appear,

The eonneil was given large powers:  “The eouncil shall ar-
rangs and determine all Bnsiness of the eorporation, hath in-
dustrial and financial, and ghall have power to make snch Tulea,
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regulatiens, and Liy-laws for the govermuent of menders os they
way decmn proper, provided always that sald mules, repulations,
ancl by-laws shall 4 no wise eonflict with the provisions of this
aet, or witle tho laws of s teeritory,™ 1L will Lo soen that this
virtually made tho phalanx a mnnicipal eovporation witlin its
territeriul lhnits.

Tl nriginad constitation had provided for the appralsal cach
year of all real cstate, and any gain, exelusive of improvements,
waa to e the property of the stock-holders; the charter changed
this so that the gain was to be divided by giving one-fourth ic
stoek and three-fourtha to Iabor, The charter ruade the zame
rula apply to perseosd property,  Theso eredita to stock and
lakwr maiglit e padil to the ones eolitled 1o (hen, either in money
or stock, af the opfton of the councel

The ehartor wade it obligatory upou the corporation to catab-
lish a pnbliz school, in which wera to o tanght all of the
branches of acicneo usually taught in the eemuon schoola of the
lerritory, sueh achool to be maintained nine months of the year.
The expense of the sehuol was charged threcfourts to e labor
aeconnt, and onefonrth to capital, vr atock.

Tha provision of the orieinal conatitution with refarence Lo
trocdoin of religions worship was proserved in the same lan-
guage, in the charter,

¥II. The Revised By-Laws

Mot of ts provisions of the first sot of hy-laws were retained,
It hiers wera soms changes, wade necessary by the charter anid
by the oxperience of the prastieal operation of tho assoeiation
during ite existence of less than a year, -

Thoe organization f groups was placed in the hands of the
president, cach groap a3 befors to choese its own foreman,  The
fareman waa ne longer permitted “to adjndee the renk acenrding
to the skill and prodnetivencss aneli person may oxereise,” &
provision in the carly bv-laws which had not been followed in
practice: but the mle was fixed that the {oreman should eredit
“each pcrsnn helonging to his group in hoars every night with
the relativo arwunt of labor perforined, making as aear ns pos-
siblo tho ordinary labor of a healthy person in that business the
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slundard.”  The relabive tauk of the theeo classes of industey
wus continued as before: class of neecssity, 24; class of uacful-
ness, 205 and elass of sttractiveness, 15,

Elaborato by-lows for the hearing of any charges against o
by wove vod onf, B tho end that 2 full and Taie trial maght
B Lot atter due wotion to all,

A dewand lwving arisen for the privilege of living soparate
feom tho ewomon talbe v was provided that e corporation
should extemid to suell Jamilies a5 chose to board thamselves auch
eredlits in provizions as shoudd place diem oh equal footing with
Thige who Boanded at the commngn table

Every steck-houlder was required to balanes hiz aceount, at the
tivw of tho Decstaber sotllenent each year, if anything was &l
foune] to o doe froe Wiy, Ty transferring Iis stack in suffieient
sty such aecouut,

Y. (845

Apeil 7, die eorporation being doly organized and the
machiney set up ready o run, e assoelalion wonl on as be-
fore,  Tleo eowneil organized with standing eounasittoes on agri-
enltnrer; weahanical affuirs ; donestia atfairs ;) finomes; on wppli-
eationg ; cdnention; corporation ataies; and reles, rognluiions,
ancl bry-Tawea,

June 2, 16 wan dloeided that & stone sehoal house be Tadle, e
the walla be earried up cight or nine feet high.  Meanwhile,
murm lavd was enterved 5 mombers were admitted from Hime to
time on applieation; a few were rejectod (althongh no reoson s
ghown ; and stops were taken to ercet a grist mill,

The amanal popuord of the presidend, for the venr ending e
eoenler 1, 1845 thus porteays the conditions of o setticment :

in oor eecla] and domestic arrangsménts wo hhve afproxitoated 25 far
toward the plan of Fourler ag the difMenlties Incident to a new organi-
zation in gn moeultivated counity wounld permit  Dwlng to our infrot
rondition apd wish fo lve withio our means, our public table has not
been {ornighed 25 elegantly == wight ke deairable to an epicurean tAELE
¥rom the somewhat detached nature of our dwellings, and tha onge-
quent inconveaichces ariendant on all dining at one taltle, parmission
wee glven to such (amilier as chose La be furblghed with proviglons ana
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cook thelr own board. But ane faml(ly hae avalled iteel? of the privi-
lege.

In the various departments of phyelcal labor, we have aceompilahod
mueh more than cowld be dona by the samc person in an igolated con-
ditlon. We bave brokcn up aocd brought under coltivation thtree huon-
dred aod twenty-fve pores of laod; have sown foar huodred scred to-
winter whest; harvested the hundred acres we had on the grownd lost
fall; plowed one hundred and seventy acres for Grops the "ensuing
enring; ralsed slxty acres of corn, twenty screa of potatoss ehd thisy
of heans, peass, rants, eta,: bullt Gve miles of fenca; cut four hundred
tons of hay; and expended & large amount of 'ahor ip eaming, tbuild-
ing sheds, {aking care of atack, etc.

We have oearly Dalshed the long buildiog commenced 12361 year, (twa
hundred sod =ight feat by thirty-two), makiog comiortable rogldencea
for thirty families; ot g stona echoal hoose twanty by thirty; a dio-
ing room elghtean by thirty; finished one of tha tw.antr by thirty dwall-
imga Lidle lagt voar; expebded about two buodred daerya' labor digging a
race and foundation for a grist mill thirty by forty, thees ciories high,
and for 8 shop twenty by Lwenty-five, one story with stone bagements to
both, and erected framee for tha game, hoilt 3 wash house dixrty by
" tweoty-twd, 8 ben houge eleven Liy thirty, of sun drlesd brick; ac ash
house ten by twenty of the asme malerial; kept ope man employad in
the paw miil, one drewlog logs, one In the blacksmith ahiw, poe ahoo
mekiong, &nd most of the tims two in the kitchen,

The esHmelted value of the property on hand is 327, 725.2F, wholly
unencumbered; and we are free from debt, exeept about $600 due to
membera who have advanced caeh for the purehase of provlglons and
land., Lut to belance thiz we have over §1L,000 soming Lo ua from meni-
bers, on Btock subgeriptlons not yer duc,

The whole number of hour's fahor perfortoed bty the members dur-
ing the Fear, reduced to the ¢lasa of usafuliadd, s 102,780; number
expended in rooking, ete, and dedocted for the board of members,
21.17%; number remalning after dodecting for bosed, £1,69% to which
the amount due to labor 14 divided. 1o this stotement the washing 1a
not taken Into gecoont, familles having done their own.

Whole nomber of wesks' poard charged membars [ll:u:lndmg chil—
dren gradwatod Lo adultg), 4,244, Cost of board per week for cfel
peraon, forly-foor cents for provisions and five houra for lakor,

Whola amonnt of proparty oo bakd ab per invoice, 32772522, Coat
of property aod etoch imeued up to December 1, 1343, §19.585.18, In-
créeaze the past year, being the prodoct of labor, $8,136.04; opnetourth
af which, $2,034.01, Is credited to capital, being terclve per conkt per
annum on stock, tor the average time lnoveetad: and thresfaurths, or
$6.202.08, {0 lalor, being saven and onehall senta par haur,
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These were evidently golden days in Ceresco.  “Men and
women worked with an electrieal weal born of an enthusiaam
for a newly-caponand eanse and the holiday novelty of all of
the sorroundings. Under sound diresltion thetr lahor svae
fruitful, and this in turn stimnlated to new cxertion. Tow or
no tares sprung up in the sovial garden ”?

DMaring the yoar 1845, rettloments were made in many parts
of the town and most of the land was entered, The phalanx
resiclents being the first ones to enter the township, Lad prae-
tically the first cheiee of the landa. In 1844 came Captain
David P. Mapes, who entered lands wo the east of the prescas
vity of Ripon, and Imilt his resiclenca tharoon® Dot Mapes
was very desironz of getring the quarter section located almost
i the heart of the phalanx territory owned by John 8. Horner
for a town gite, and for 2 time there was great strife between
the phalanx people and 3o Alspes to obtain it It was not
until 1849 that Mr, Mapes suceeeded in arranging with Mr.

Horuer for its purchasze.’

1X. 1246

March 3, Alr. Chese wrole in hig neval enthmsiastic vein:
“Rince onr Decomber atatemnent, onr conrac and progress Las
been imdeviatingly  toward the goal. W have added forty
ueres to our land, making 1,433 aeres free of incumbrance. We
wre preparing to raise eight hundred aeres of erop the comiong
saaseny, finish onr prist mill, and build some temporary resl-
donces, ate. We have admitted bot one family ainee the Jast of
Dwcombor, althongh we have had many applieations.”  In this
dopartiment of oue organizntion, as well ga in that of eontreeling
debts, we are profitting by the experience of many sssociations
who preceded or started with ns,”®

1 Muapes, Ifeiory of Ripor, D 134,

10 the BB SWI4, Hee 23,

AThis was the By KW and Wit NE'Y of Sec. IL

+Mapes, BEipen, po 134,

8A1 ilnspectiom ol thea rocord shows that there ware four accepied
daring ihig perlpd apd two rejected. One epplieation was st]]1 pend-
log at the time of the latter.

t Noyes, Hizlory of Americon Socidbams, b 421,
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Meanwhile, applications being roccived from those outaide
of Lhe organization for {he privileges of the plalanz sehool, the
ronneil fixed the rate of tuition ac thres dollars per quarter, and
bourd where required. The school house was appropriated to
the wse of the phronalngical clars Tlhursiday evening of cach
weelk,  The #Houth Winsds™! were onderal protectod, sl ww
one was to Lo permitted to cut green cimber therein withong
antharity frin the offieera,

Dhuekng this yesr some difficulty arose in the malter of keep-
ing all of the memlers resident on the dousin, and i waa found
neceasary in Febrnary to pass the following:  “Resolved that
any wenber of the phalanx, who being head of the Tamily aball
romewe his ar her houschold efferts, gnads, cre., and frnily off
the domwain and eommener honse-koopigr or bonrding elsewlere
[than] oo the domain, shall therely lese all privilegoes enjoyel
as a momber and whall vo lomgor be 2 member of the carporation,
&s if 0 stranger.”

In March, Jaawh Woodraff was appointed librariau for the
thalanx, with msrructions tn keop the files of all papers of the
eneporalion aocesgible to the nae of the menbera. We have wo
liat of the periedieals whieh were taken, but 2t varicns times
the enrporation was sobeeriler to the diphadel phien Pocsin,
The FAarbirger, The Sowthport Telegropl, The FPhelonz, The
Prifune, and The Plowshare and Prandng Fosk. Most of the
Leenbers were earnest readers and muny of then were subseril-
eve b otler periodieals,  Thus, by a system of interchange, the
ponple of this soziety were bronght inte eontact with the thonght
of the great world ontside, and in general intelligewee and in-
formetion were in advanee of the Average pionecrs.

Bing in need of an expert nnllwright to conskruct and oper-
ato the grist inill, the eouneil agreed with Benjamin Wright
that he should bave 1245 conds per hoae, fo he paid as the mem-
bers were paid, cither in cash or steek ar the aptien nf the coun-
il

Juve 2, steps were taken for the erection of a blacksmith
shop, cast of the grist mill.  This building was locared at the

t Now known aa Soutk Weaads Park of Ripon,
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interaection of West Fmul du Tae street with the Berlin rvoad,
on the north-casl srner.

Dring (he aeminer Benjamin Shebdon was employed o wake
a bepdnning in imlustrial edneation for the hora.  The resolu-.
i requesta him “to take mare of the seliool bovs and teach them
aml diseijpline those wle avo old snough in labor and serinming
atel nthor play when aeedrd and to keep 2 bock in wlhich he
roeorda his time spent with the boys and also the amount of labor
enel boy porforins I it relative proportion to men's laboer.™

Huwneroms applications were reeeived from those whe had ne
wmey or property to put inte the eorporation for the privilege
uf warking on the domain and reeciving their pay a3 members
were paid,  Theze wore naually aceepted, and if the assoviation
wia not gatisticd with the work done, the relation was apeedily
torminated.  Ooe sueh applicant war Jobm v, Haler, who
becge the shommakor of the soeiely.

The annuat repoet for the fseal vear ending Deeember 7,
1540, givea the following as the condilion of the plalanx:

We have now one bhundred and elghiy residents; ong hundreed and
nig males, Aeventy-nine females; Ofty-six malaes, and thiriy-sevon fe-
males over the age of twenty-one Feard. About elghty have boardad
at the public table durlug the paat yewr, ac @ cnet of fifty cenls per
week and two and one-half hours labor, whele cost, slztF-tbree cenia,
The otherz moat of the time have had their provizions charped to
them, and done thelr own cooking in their respectlve families, althoogh
their apartments are very loconvenlent for that purpcze. Most of the
familics ehooze thie mede of living, wore from previows babits of the
domestie arrangencnt and convenichcs than from eeonomy. We have
regldent oo the domalt, thirty-alx tamilieg and thltty-[ iva] al.llhgla per-
s0n8; Oftesn familles and thirty gluegle paregnos hoard at the publie
table; twinty-une famiies board by themseives and the remaining Ave
single pergnns board with them.

Four famiilies have left during the past year, and one returmed that
bad prevignaly left. One left to c0mmenco 3 pew associgtion; one,
after a few waeks residence becouwse the chiliren did not ke it gnd
two Lo aeel other business more rongenial with their feelings than
bard work., The Boclety haz Increased the past year zboub twenty,
which 18 oot one-fourth of the applicanta, [Thie iz not lp harmony
with the records of applications and tctusske.| The want of Yoom hap
preveltad us from admittiog more.

There hag hecn 96,227 houre medium ¢lass lapor performed durlng
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the past year (mostly by males), which owlng to the extremely low
appraizal of the preperty apd the dlsadventege of having a new farm
to work om, has paid but Ave cents per hour, and six per cenk par an-
num go capliel,

The amoupt ¢f property in joint stock R per valuation, fs E30,009.04;
whole amonnt of liabilitias, §3,096.33. The pet product or meome for
the past yeat la $8,341.534, ooe-fourth of which balog eredibed ta eapi-
tul mekas #ix per cent: and thresfourths to labor mekan the Ave canta
per homr. Wo have a8 ¥et oo machinery In operation except a maw
mill, but have a grist mill nearly repdy to commence grioding. Cur
wheat ¢rop came o very light, which, together with cho large amount
of labor necessarclly expended 1o bullding shede and fencss, which are
oot estimated of apy value, makcee otr dividend much lese theno it will
be when we can construct more permanent worka. We hare also
meny uninished works, whlch de not altord ws elthar income or com-
vanlence.

The soclety hag advanced to members during the past year §3,293,
moatly in provizionz and soch neceesary clothing os could be pro-
cured.

The lellowing scheduls showg in what the property of the sociaty
conelEts and 1t3 valoatlon:

1713 acros of Jand ot 54 .. ool i i e i ca e e $6,139 M
Agricultural ImMprovemeniE (..o i it it n s banaar 3,200 00
Agrivolturgl prodoects ... acaeaea, baataana- bamaa, seeay 4 808 76
Shope, dwelllngs, a0d ouWhouseE oo c v iairvncsinnnrans 6,983 61
Bitg, millrace a0 dAME o . rrranranrsnraranranns var B30 D
Catile, horges, sheep, NOEB, BLE . .vcvidranrsirnnnnnneecar 3,008 45
Farming 0018, Gt «overeevnriernrrenrsrmnrorrees e 1,119 35
Mechanlcal bisHd, etc, ..., Herdeamaar At eeaa 387 &6
Other personal PropertF . oorierinariatraraararanraesins 1B T

AMDINE ... .. i st i et $30,.600 M

X. 1847

There had been a dizpsition on the purt of some of the men-
Lors to overdraw thoir acconnt, and in order to romedy this the
souneil resolved nf its meeting January 13, to 1imit the amounts
advanced to weinbora to four per cent on the ateck investad,
and four eents an hour for work credited on the books to the
member asking tha advance,

May 31, 8. Batea and A 1. Wright were appointed millers
end grinders at the grist mill, end a schednle of prices for grind-
ing wes fized. M. Chase mys of the grist will:  “Thia had
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to b wetched Lo keep the anvious neiplibors fram burning it e
rtrong was the prejudies beennse they wonld prind theie swn
arain in their own mill, and would not, heeansze they conld nnt,
grind for others,  The jealnuay increased us fast as their pros-
fmrity,"”

Thus far the corprration had hean vnable to Iny back the
stowk of a member when Tie wishied to leave. Tt aesded all itz
money to purehase Linds and othor absolataly ceechitial things
for the nse of the orgunization.  Althongh the charter furbade
the imuance of any serip or evidence of dobt, yet the eouneil
fimnd irself compelled witlin a fow woeks after the charter was
granted to disobey the provision aned to issue orders on the Lreas-
ary, pavable at seme future thue wilh intereat, tsually at fen
or fwelve per cent. Rewdy meney had always been a searec
article in the treasuey of the corporation, Imt a2z fime wenl
on it become scarcer.  Tnospito of this fret, Chaae wroote noder
date of June 28 in ha vptinistic way: “The phalsox will
fnon be in eonditiem to adopl the peliey of purehasing tho
ameimt of stock which any memler may hove invested, whon-
aver he shall wish to leave. A= soon as this can be done with
vut embarrassing our neiness, we shall have surmounied the
lant obstucle to onr onward progress. * ¥ *  T{ no ancident
hofyfl us we ghall declare w eush dividend at cur mest anoual
settlement.”  About this time, E. LI, Rounds havinge with-
drawn from the plalanx, the eorperation informed him that it
eould not puy him in cagl, bot it did finally irsue to him two
orders on the treasury, natnring some time later at twelve por
eont Interest,?  Beptember 13, the council decided thatl it
would adupt the pelicy so far as possible of paying a member,
an his withdrawal, whet he prt into the association, in excliange
for hia stoek. 1t was not » prowmise o pay neney for stook, and
in practies did net so operate t any larse extent, but theve were
a number who avatled themselves of this provisien and did re-
eplvo woney during the Tollowiug year.

iLife Line of ik Lone One.
=Nores, Hicltry of Américar Bocialisms, p. 428,
& Rtecord of the assoclation, Apri] 36 1844, p. 187,
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In July, a writer for the Kew Yotk Prinne reported his ol
servations after a few days’ viglt to the domain, Howae plow-
ing, enthusisatic, and imaginative in the extreme. Tt was fol-
lawed by a letter from J. J. Cocke to the sawo paper, nndes
date of Aungust 28, in which the writer takes iz=ne with the
statements made, eriticizcs the water power and elimate, and
eays further: ™ The probability uwow 12 that eorn will be alnusst
o tofal failure”  Their prosent tencigentd sre “snch as fow
gt the east wonld be eontented to live in *“The wwet tmpleas-
ant foelings which I have experiencsd sines T have bacn here
Biave been censed by the want of nealoess eround the dwellings,
which seems 10 be imeonsizlont with the individnal character of
the menthers with whown [ have becoine acquainted.  This they
stake to be owing to their stroggles for the necessaries of lile;
bt I have troely teld them that I considerad it inexcusalile,

Alr. Chase roplicd in the Harbinger of Funuary 5 following,
admitting the general charaeter of the defests that bad been
pointed ont, but ingisting that it was unfair to judge the experi-

L

LN ]

ment at thiz time by castern standards,

In Aunpmst Mr. Clhase, continting his fotfers o the eastorn
papers, wrote as follows:  “ Now is the time for practical at-
remnpta; to start with, first, the juint stk property, the lavge
farm or township, the commen howe, and joint property of ull
of the members; seeond, oooperutive labor and the egnitable
distribution of products, the large delds, lavge pastuees, large
gardens, lavge daivics, lavee fruit orehards, et with theiv mills,
machante shops, stores, eotmpon wash honses, bake ouses, bathes,
Lihearies, lecturea, cabinets, cte.; third, edsicational organiza-
tigt, including ab, both elildren and aduoles, and dooogds that
the adoption of the serial law, organization of proups aml series;
at this point lalor, without reforense to pay, will begin to be
attractive ; fourth, the Plalunsterian amler, unitary ander.  #
# % In most eases yours will be regnired for the adoption nf
the sevond of these conditions, aud wore for the third, aod still
wore for the fourth, ¥ % Wo have spent theee years,

—_—

1Noyes Hisiory of Americon Soclaiisms, p. 428,
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and jnding froon our progress thus Far, it will doubtless take
us from five to ten more to get far enomgh in the second to con-
inenee the thied, ™t

The annual report for the year [847 shows that the nutiber
of restdents was 1537, in 232 families:; foge familics and two
single persona left during the year, wlose stoek lad been pur-
chased, 98,446 howes Tubor had e performed, and the prop-
orfy wind appraised ac B32,560 18, giving o dividend of 734 por
eont to sfoek, arsl 7.9 cents an hioar to labor,

X1, 1848

The seeretary’s reennd eeaacs Tnfe 1 1847, ne rather the reeord
ook s written fall, a0 that the joference s faie that there is
sneswliore anothier voltme, sompleting and sapplomenting the
v of all proccedings after the year 1847, _

Iu Twly, an article in the Fribuwe, sipned 10 8. sabl: 1
have worked in dhe variouws groups side by side with the men-
bers, and T have never 2een a more porscvering, practical, matior
of fact body of pesple in any anell wovowent. Sinee T eame
lere last fall, T sec n great improvement, leth exiernally anl
i.llt{‘rllﬂ“}". Mr. Yau Awringe, the chetgetic herald of national
and soctal reform, did a good werk by lus leetures here lost
winter; aud the mectivgs statedly lield for intolleetual and so-
eigl improvenwnt, bove an exeellent eflect.  All now indicales
undty wnd fraternity.  The phalanx haz greeted aud eneloswsd o
new nitary dwelling, one hwwleed fegt lomp, two storics high,
with a spaecitms kitchew, helfry, ete. They have bnilt e linw
kiln, and are bumming a briek-kiln of one hnndred thousaued
Iricks af an experiment and they Wid (uir to be first rate. Al
this lias Leen acecanplished this spriag in adidition to their agri-
enltnral and hortiedltiral operations.  Their waler power is
small, being supplisd from springs, which the droghi of the
last theee scagons has sensibly wffeeled. In adding to their
machinary they will have to eeaorl fo steand™

During this year the looe builling was white washed inside
atnd ont, and the woeod work of nearly all of the house was
painted,  The achool honze was white washed and painted, the

I Noyed, Higiory of American Soclelisms p. 438,
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windows white, the panels of the wood worle a 1ight vellinw, eazv-
ings around light blue, the scatz and deska a light blve.

The sannuel roport for this yeae, duted Decanber 4, docs not
pllow great progress in mombership, giving resldont menbers
120, and 29 fuwilies.  8ix fonilies had withdezwn, seven por-
pons Bad lied, mostly ehildren.  The sosociation declarmd a
dividend of G4 per cent on stock, and 614 esnts por honr for
lubor, and schednled ite proporiy st $33,527.77.

X11, 1849-50

In the summer and fall of 1844, it became evident that a
clissolution and division was inevitable, and plans for Lringing
thiz about were finally made.  They determined to have it done
by their lrgal advisors without roconrse to the conrfs. At tlw
anoual election in Decernber, 1844, the oflicers were ehosen with
a viow to that partienlar business. "They had already sold muel
of the personal property and eancelled mneh of the stock.  The
hiptheat umoeunt of stock ever issued wus nbout $53,000 and this
wad reduced by the gale of parsonal property up te Januaey 1,
18640, to about $23,000,

In anticipation of the sale of the real cetate, 2= a anmber of
tha members were desirons of Laking lota of ground in the valley,
and forwing a village, Otis H. Capron, offieial surveyor of
Moarquette eounty was employed to make a survey, which was
goapleted in June, 1549,

Ilaving disposed of the personal property, the corporalion
fooud iteelt unable to solf its veal estate without the unanimeus
consent of the etackholders, or by legislative direetion. The
vriginal charter wes in the way of sale.  Aceovdingly, a hill wes
prepared aud presented to the next session of the legislature, and
Jannary 24, 1850, an act passed, smending the charter so as
“to allow and anthorize the vouneil to 26l and eonvey real estate
by their official act; also Lo lavy oul and have recorded o village
plat with streets and squarcs and public lots.”

1n April an eppraisal was made of all tho lands of the phal-
anx platted and unplatted, and the public zale eommenced, mak-
ing the appraisal the minimum, and leaving awy land open to
entry, after they had been offered publicly. Thuring the sum-



THE WISCONIEIN PHALANN AT CERE3CO 217

mier st of the lands were sold, and most of the stoek caneellod
in thiz way, under an arrangement by which each stockhelder
should reenive his proportional share of all surplus, or wake op
any deficieney.  Most of the members bonght either farming
lands o village lots and lhecwme permanend Inhabilants, tho
continning the soelely and s infloences tv a eonsiderable ex-
tent. They divided abont eight per cent above par on their
stork. Inspeetion of the ledgers of the covporation leads to the
concluaion thab this eighl per cenl dividend, was composed of
the seven per acut declared in the swmmer of 1549, after sclling
the peraonal property, and a one per cent dividend which was
paid when Lhe affairs wewn finally closed mp in 1853,

For aome reason, a now survey of the village of Cereseo was
mate by Capron, April b, 1830, which is the one referred to in
corveyanesd of lauds in Ceresco,’ i

All of the sales of real esfate were made in eonsideration of
stock of the eorporation surrendered and eancelled.  Members
whe did not desire real estate, or who did not have enongh stock
to procure anything of valoe, found a resdsy marcket for their
shares of stock 2o that they had ae trouble in converting them
into cagl.  For example, Willipn 5. Brockway, whe wus never
a meanber, porchased twelve and onchalf ghares of steck of
Benjumin Simons, und then bid in a traet of land inetuding the
bed of the ereck and three luts im Cereseo,® paying therefor
these sliares of stock.  As an Indication of values at that tire,
Williame Sturr seeured the 10 seres ineluding the heart of the
South Woode for #3140 in stock.  Mrs Isubella E, TInnter was
asaigned sixty acres [oe 3812.50.7

The leador in planning and sxecnting the reftlement was War-
ren Chase. Even the preparation of the deeds bears evidenees
of his workmanship, and the accounts are all kept in hia familiar
sramped hapdwriting.  Thus he was from the beginning to the

14 niut!l.lataﬂ popy of thig survey {3 recorded in the ofice of the rea
ister of deeds, Fond du T.ec county, book of plate, I, p. 4.

iHaat hall of gec. 20, weat Balf of section 21; lots 6 end 7 1o hlock
1, and 1ot & in block 5. Rogiator of desds, Food du Tae Vol O, p. 546

arnid, o 262,

15
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cnd the setive mind of the association, and had through e
entire period of the operations the eonfidence of its nembors,

X1, Social snd Religims Lifs

There is but Iildls evideneo eoncerning the social nnd mlip-
ious life of tho association, Of wlab 1s now available, much
is eonflivtingy, doubtless depending upon ibe point of view of
the vurions witnesses.

The president in his annual report fﬂr-lﬁ*l-ﬁ, saye; “‘The
study and adoption of tho principles of association lave hers
led, as they must ever do, all vefleeting minds to acknowledge
the prineiplas of Christianity, and to seek throngh these prin-
etples, the elevation of man to iz true condition: a state of
harmony with Goid and with Nature, The society haye rolin-
inug preaching of some kind altnost cvery Sabbath, hut not uni-
formly of that high order of talent which they are prepared to
appreciate. * *  *  The sncisl interconree bhetween the
members ltas ever been comdueted with & bigh toned moral feel-
ing, which repudiates the slanderous suapicions of those encnies
of the system, who pretend that the constaut social intereonrse
will corrupt the morals of the memabers. The fendency i3
direatly the reverse.”

He further afirmed ihat the society mauintained relimious
mectings and Sabbath schools, conducted Ly members of variour
denominations, “with whom orceda and modes of faith are
of minnr importance compered with religion,”

In Junc 1848, the charge was made iv the Investigafer that
the phalens was vreligione, to which one of the members replied
in these worda: *“Some of ws are and have been Mathodists, -
Baptists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, ete.  Others have
never boen mamibers of any chnreh, but with very fow exceptions
very rendily admit the anthentieity and moral value of tho
Seriptures. The ter eommandinents are the sum, suhatance,
and foundation of gl true law, Add to this the gospel of love,
end you have 3 code of laws worthy of adoption and practica by
any get of men, and upon which wssoeiationists must base them-
selves, or they never ean succeed. There arte many rulcs, doe-
trines, and interprotations of Seriptures among the so-oelled’
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orthodox dhurches, that any man of eommaon sende cannot assent
to. Even they cannot agreo ameng themselves. * % % If
this difference of faith and opinion s infidelity or irreligious,
we to a man oro infidels and irreligions; bot if faith {n the
morality and prioeiple: of the Bible is the fest, I deny tho
chagge. I can searcely name an individual here thet dissents
from me, I have been a member of the Methodiat Episeopal
church for about twenty years, and a Methodizt local preacher
for over throe years, and am now scerefary of the asscoiation.
¥ therefore should knew something abont this mattert”?

After the dimscliution of the organization, a member of the
vorporation wroter T4 was a preat reading eomunnnity ; oftan
nveraging ns much as five or six regular newspapers to a family,
and threae eonsfantly cxchanging with eaeh other.  They were

not veligions but mostly rather scaptical, exeept a fow eldorly
orthodox persona’'®

A Mothodist itinerunt writes of the nsseeiation :

‘Boon gfier their setflement, Reverend Wililam 3. Sampson, prediding
older of the Crean Bay dlatriet, vigited the place apd held the first
religlous servive of which T can chtam lnformations Mot long after,
the miniatar in charge of tha Winnebaga T.ake migglon at Oshkash vie
ited Cereaco, and formed a clasg 0f seven members, The names as far
ag azpcrtalned were Maverend Urisl Farmin and wifs, Mrs, Morriw
Farmin, Mrs. Deckwlth, and {3uorge Limbert Tha first named waw
appointad leader, ¥ * ® ¢ & *x % & The peopla of CeTeBop wole
alwaya gratified bo rective attostion from the outgide warld, gnd their
hospitalitiss were proverblal. And though a few of the men wers
professed infidele, ther always recalved ministers gladly snd treated
them with cehesideratian. Thay wero espacially gratified to have e
ligirue wervices beld among them, and the ringing of tha bell would
generally easore i gogd wudiencs, The dinieg nall was oeed as a
chapel upti]l a mora conmyenlent place was provided [n the arecthon of
& largs schonl houza, * * = Af the close of the ssrvices the table
was apread for dinner and I was aseigned 1he hend of the table, with
the president of the asacciation at my right and the vicepresidant gt

1Thls waa probably writter by TUrlel Farmin, one of the original
members. Noyes, History of American Socketfzme, p. 435,

rIhid, I 443

3*This i an error, sinee voe of the members, George H. Stebblug, a
Eaptlet minlstor, held sarvlce the firsh Bunday after the arrival on the
domaln, Mitchell, History of Ford di Lac county,
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my left. Both of these gentleman were decidedly infldel in thelr vlows,
and have glnce become somewhat dlatinguwished a2 champlong of un-
bellef, * * * The president on one occasion took the fresdom to
gay, “Though [ am not & bellever {0 Christanity, yet T think there j&
nothing io the world that can an effectuslly harmenize the views and
blend the aympathies of the community as theépe celigfode serviesy 1

The Tev. Franklin (. Sherril], first pastor of the Congrega-
tiomal elureh of Ripon, wrote te the Heme Misslonury Socicty
Jan, 18, 1831, shortly after his arrival:

It 1z more particularly the religlons 1ife of Cereaeo that I wish to
notice, At the seitlement of the place members of more than 8 dozen
familles belonged to evangelleal churches, Heoore at first, rellglous
ser¥ices wire helld with tolarable regularlty upon the Sahbath, A Funday
erhool wod organized and u weokly prayer meeting beld. Before loog
rellgion began to decline, the prayer mésting and Huodey achool weore
gradually abandened, tha Eabhath dervices bosame mora and maTa
infraqgoent and floally slmoast ceassd. Hoon the chureh membors, and
ovgl the minfster who had praarhad to them were san {1 thoe ball-
room end kindred placss, and af leget all halief in the troth was glven
up, &nd in {ts plape werc adopted various phases of {ofdelity, The
BEible wag and afifl 1s Tejected and Tsughed at R an obeolete ook by
many who in {iz place ewbrace the "revelatlons™ of Davls the clair
vor¥ant. At laai these infidelg ae if io derislom of religion met to or-
ganize a church, The quertlon arose, what ghall It be called?! dno
eonnected with the agzociation and who 414 oot cxactly understand the
object of the meetlng, propoged "The Chureh of Christ™”; but thle nome
was poot dlsmisged. ‘Mo, ne” eeid they, “this name will oot guit*’
They dacided In faver of “The Church of Humanity ™

This tham church sxisted about sl weeks A Fourierite Bunday
gcheol ogtablinhed af the same time and o which no Bible wos to be
admitbted, dled alec at the cloee of the pame period.

The Reverend Cutting Marsh, an carly Presbyterian divine,
saya that “Mr. Chase, in speaking to Mr. Lathrop of the prog-
ress of the infidel principles at Ceresco, sald when they first
went there thivty families had pravers moming and evening,
Lut then not one. This converaation took place after the
Fouricrito establishment had been in operation some threa or

four years.?

iMiller, W. G. Thiriy Yeare tn the Itinerooy, (Bwaukes, 15767,
p- 146

iJournal, May 2&Jung 17, 1380, ‘Wiz, Historical Boc. MES.
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Bogcially, the members enjoyed themselves Lo a preater degrec
than was pessible fur most pioncers.  After the hard day’s work
was over, (and the evidenee all zlows that they worked very
hard indewd,) “tha eyenings were divided botworn boainegaa gnd
snetulity,  Monday night thers was & business mecting of tle
conneil ; Tooslay cvening there was a meeting of the IPhilalath-
lan soelety, varions subjoets were disenssed and a paper Tead
called the ‘Hegper,” * * # * = & = % 0p Wednes-
day evening a singing school was held. A dance and soeial
enlivened Thursday evening. There was ne mecting Friday
cvening,  Saturday evening was & gemeral meeting for reports
from foremen™  Captaiv Mapes records that the phalanx
Laving in their midst a good band of mmsic held frequent eotil-
lion partica, and they bad some very fine dancers.®

X1¥. Causc of Dixaglution

There has been mneh apeenlution us 1o the eause of the disse
dution of the Wiseonsin phelans. Many teasons have heen
eiven but it i3 probabla that wene of then aloue ia safficient to
seconnit  for the dissoluiion. Tverett Chamberlain  says:
A Chronielers have boen at o loss to fimd o cawse for the failore
of a scheme of assoelation so euncesafnl n ontward seeming as
the Cercaco colomy was.  Human nefure was the roek on which
thiz fine ship aplit, as did all other avgmies bearing the banner
of Owen or Fourier. In one esse—as at Sylvonin—it will
appeat to be adversity ; in another— as in Coreseo —prosperity
whiel. shutlers the timbers of the venturesorme eraft.”*

The gsznciation was formed with the liglicst of mulives, the
wombars at the sommencement having besn  aeivaied by the
degire t0 improve soeicty ; but aa tivon went on, the love of as-
soeiation a5 8 naw eocial prineiple was lost to view and the
phalanx Lesaing 8 mere brsiness corporation which differed hut
litile in prineiple from modern ev-operative experiments. Tt
iz this faet which, mnve than any other, caused the breaking up
of the Wiseonsin phalanx, There egrue a time in itz hislory

1 Bubterfield, Hirjory of Fond du Loo Counly.
{ Mapes, Hiiory of Ripan, p. B9,
2 Tbid, p. 95.
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when the membership, no lonper Leing bonnd topether by the
matives of enevolenee, wished (o dissolee 1leir councelion with
{the nssociation Locauss they thenght they sonld dn Lotter else-
where, Tt my le that with human nabere sonstitntel as it is,
aneli a period was inevitable o the histwy of te organizatioon
perlaps, i we tay juwdpe froae this expeviment and others of
like shargeter, the desire for dissedution mnst inevitably arise
in every sanel prgunization,

Jolm Huwmphreey Noyes eloses his acernr of the Wizeensin
phalanx, gs follows:  “Mr. Danicly, a gentleman who saw the
whole progress of the Wiseonain phalanx azys that the eanse of
ita breaking np was speenlation, the live of money and the want
of love for association.  Their property beerning valuable, thes
sohl it for e purpose of making weoney ont of it All of
the ovidenee tends tn show that this was the true reason for the
dissolirtion,

It may b asked why the merabers of the association shonld
lase their affeefion Tor the guial prineiple which had actnated
them at the ecvmengemant.  Several eanses had their infuencs
iu Lringing this about. In the fiest place, comparativoly fow
of the original membership actally went wpon the desuwin m
work out in practice the theories which they had espoused.  As
peeple eame inte the town of ercsen, lacking for land and a
pliee o setile, the phalanx made every effort (o indoee settlers
tin beemne monbers, espeefally when the prospeetive settler had
money in hiz posscasion, sines the phelanx was very badly in
nced of money,  The sonzeqrence was thet meny meinbers were
taken into the organization who were ool imbued with any zuch
motive 83 Lad actnated the fivst members.  Mueh of the new
membership to slart with had no love for assceiation us 2 aoein-
logtcal priweiple. To them it was but a busincss enterprise,
also attracting themn by wirtue nof the faet that the soeial conili
tiong on the domein wers so mueh more desirable than elsewhere
o the pratvie, and hecanuse of their belied that it was a gowl
lmginese poliey to invest in the phalanx.  Add to this the fact
that the mermberglip, which was at first so loyal to the pri_m‘;".ipln

LEstory of Ameriton Sosiajigms, po HT.
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of wasoription vn Fonrler's plan, gradually foll away and loet
zeal for these principler.  Comacquently ik was but a question
of tinie before these Joosely bound materials, of which the phal-
anx was eomposned, sheuld disinterrate from farees arising from

withit.
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Flat of PhylatX Laode showing lecation with peforencr Lo preseot Cltr of Ripno -
aml the el plata of Vesvecs aod Ripon, (1) Cercacs Lond, made by Phalrox.
(2] (ki MUF Dapd (eeforgdmg o poerbsd suforgueot o Phalass).

The written ovidenee which has been preserved, conteina no
Lint that there was any thonght of o dissolution at the time of
the annval statement In December, 1848,  The firet supgesiion
is found in ihe following summer. What had srieen in the
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meantime to prodnee a gereral desire for disselution? Two
facts may aceount for this, the California gold cacitement, and
1he cztablishment of the village of Riprm.  Hew for the gold
exeitemont afeeted the membership gt this thine, Tas not leey
determined ; Int the establishinent of the village on the hill t.
the erst of the phalanx moust have had A strong influenee on the
minds of nany of the nembers.  Coplain Mapes had sceured an
“agrecment with Governor TTorner, wherehy the former platted
the village of Tiipoa in & portion of the coveted gnarter section,
upoen whicl e had had his eyes for fowr years, and waz offering
indurgments for settlers to locate in this wew town. Large
thiogs were expected of tho new village,  The spirit of expect-
aney and of spoenlation was in the air.  Sarely there was more
money te be made out of building e village and selling the Junds
than in continning the oporation of g large favn.  This spivit of
expectancy must bove been contagious as is evidenved by the
fact that the plat of Coresen, i Jnne, 1549, was made s aoom
after the village of Ripem was doeided npon, in Apeil, 1849
Ancther disiniegreting foves that eperated during the life o1
the phalanx was the Tact that so little eash was alboved the meom-
lers. Tho eonstitotion, clarvter and by-laws pormitied divi-
dends on stack and the compensation for labor to be paid in
stock or cash at the option of e couneil.  Many of the mom-
Lere put imto the eoncern all of the ssoney thal they had apd
consequently with each aunual report they wnst have beeone
more and wore dissatisfied bocanse they had wo meney given
them, either as intercet on their invesimont or as compensatioh
Tor labor.  Bo far ug the reeord poes, sll dividends were paid in
stock each year; thus the members wers eompelled to look t
the future for their paine.  They wore permitted to draw out
of the eompany produce at its agtual cost price, which waa lixed
by the company, but aside froin this they had no actual remun-
oration vxeept in stoek during the years of tho lifo of the plia-
lsmx.  When, in the lattor part of 1847, the eonneil adopted the
poliey of rodesming the stoek of uny membor desivieg bo with-
draw, the privilege was taken advantage of by the holders of
abont $2,000 worth of stoelk, and during the next yesr quite a
nwmber mers also availed themselves of thiz provizion. The
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consequence was that all of the ready mongy of the phalanx was
uncd during these yoars In redecming stock, and net i enlarg-
ing il oporations of tho sssoeiation, 7This had e dishearten-
ing etfect, of eourse, upon thoso members who were compelled to
receive their dividends in stoek ; the only way that o man econld
get any mwouney out of the corporvation wes to withdraw., The
resvlution to redeem stock wag made for the purpose of mak-
ing the members more eontented ; vet ita direct result was to
hasten tha dissolution and to give members a motive for leaving
the nsacelation.

It has heen asserted thal one of the ressons tending to the
ultinwste division and digsolution of the corporation was thet
the members grow dissatisiied with the mmanen or unitary life
which the association earviad oni so far as practicable “In
1845, the question arude a2z to whether dwellings should bo built
1 unitary blucks adapted w0 & common boarding house, vr in an
isolatid atyle, adapted 1o a single family and single living. It
was decided by & small majority to pursue the unitery plan and
thiz poliey was persisted in uniil thers was & division of the
propoety.  Whother this was the canse of failure or not, it in-
dusod many of the beat mewmbers o leave, and, allbough it migh
have heen the true pelicy under other eircumstances end for
other persons, in this cave it was evidently wrong, for the mem-
bers wore not socially developed sufbeiontly to maintain such
closa rolations, ™!

XV. Conclusion

Tls peculiarities which differentisled the Wiseonsin phalanx
from otber like sxperiments were those facta: that the originetor
aund organizer refained throughout the cxperimont the confi-
donea of the mambers, and attended to all the affairs incident ou
closing np tho businees; that on the division of its property, &
preminm was paid; that no law suit ever oesureed during ite
history. The truth iz, it was pecuniarily o suecess, but socially
a failure,

1 Noyea, Histary of Americon Bociatismes, p. 443,
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Tho following is the epitaph writton for it by ite londer, War-
ren {’hasae:

Barn in the spriog of 1844, in Bouthport, Wlsconslo; nurged and-edu-
cated by eeveral teachers but priccipally by the Ladlea Advoeste [Mr.
Chere]; merrled in 1845 by the Territorial Leglelature te the Stetutes
of Wireonein {the wito died when the tarritory hecams o stete); cer-
tifled by Gov. Telmadge; aettled and Llived in town sleleen, range four-
teen, which 12 pamed Cereseo, In honor of Ceres, g corn goddeszs, of
which it wsa a worshlpper; grew and fourished, and controlled the
town for several years, until {t took elck, first of chillz end fever, and
finally of & pevere fever, which weakened its vital powers, untll in
1857 1t dledl, qulety anpd reslgoedly, haying relgoed six years tri-
umphanily, and pat &l] enemies yoder lts feat, by ite justine snd honar,
Crwned g Iarge farm, which was divided among its chlldren, greatly
improying their eataces gnd Jeawing all but the Lones One batlar than
it round them. Had been s grest stock and sraln grower, rafaing n
voe season 28 blgh a5 tan thousand beehels gf wheat. Had aone ganius
who did most of it preaching and law bukiness, snd othsr? who at-
tonded tr the sanitery departmant. Nevar ussd intoxicating drinkas,
nor gllowed them on ltg tarm. Never uzcd profanc language, por al-
Jowaed it, axcapt by glrangore. MNevor had B law awlt, nor legal counsel,
iIad ifttle aickness, and ne celiglous revivals. Never had a ease of
Heentiouapneas, nor complaint of immoral condoct. Lived a mirleily
moral, honest, uprleht and virtuows Iife, and vet wee hated, desploed,
abueed, slandered, lied about and misrepragented, in all the counkry
abont, mosily by preschers. Kept a school of s own all of the Qma.
Took Ave or glx newspupers in each family. Stopped work on Bunday
to accommmdate the nelghbors, and rung s bell for meetinge, But
they danced without Tutn, or vulgatlewnn, or profailty, Thoy had Doeci-
inga without pravers, and bablea withoubt doetaors. BEot It was pre-
maturely born, and tried to live before 1ts preper time and, of pourge
must die and &8 horn again.t

1 Life Line vf ke Lone Ona



