Wisconsin Historical Society

The Fox Indians During the
French Regime

By Louise Phelps Kellogg, Ph. D.

In ihe keystone of the great arch of coloniel empire that the
French songht to rear in North Arnerien, with one end at Que-
bec mnd the other at New Orlesny, lay the territory now known
as Wigomsin, Two of the chief routes eomnecting the upper
waters of Canada with the Missiesippi passed throngh thia re-
gion, and it wae ohe of the earliest interior portions of the con-
tinent to be explored. Fourteen vears after English colonists
firzt tovehed the eorst of Massachuastis, tha first French ex-
plozer, Joan Nicolat, steod apon the shores of Gresn Bay.

But in his first visit 10 Wisconsin, Nicolet encountered none
of the Fox Indians, Not until twenty-five or mors years had
paseed, did thip brave and eontnmacions tribe make its appear-
ance upon the river to which it gave & name and whose valley
it bas made Ristoric.

Thie origin of the Foxes ia lost in the ohscurity of Tndian
legend end tredition. They celled themselves Musquakkie
{Mus-quak-kicuck).! Reeguse of their wily nature, their
neighbors called them Outapami, a word trapslated by the
French into Renards, which sgein the English remdered imto
Foxea. There seems to be some frare among them of a com-

1 Yedidiah Morse, Report to the Gecrotary of Wer on Indian AfNeirs
(New Haven, 182%), Appendix, p. 128; Wir. Hist, Oolle., Ui, p 127
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Fox Indian Wars

poite origin® Derrot, than whom nene knew the Northern
sborigines mote thoronghly, reporta that the Ouiagami were
compozed of twoe divisions, one named Rod Farth, the other
Fennrdy, each with its own chiefigin.®
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Beat of the Fox Wars in Wisconsin and Illinois

The original habirat of the tribe is not certain, Of Algon-
quian origin, closely allicd in language and customs to the

CnhE, 1 p 402 N, Do 203,
+Bregubville de la Potherle, Histolre d¢ FAmdérigus Soptentrionale
{Barie, 1703}, i, p. 1T4. Note slés the meaning In Wis. Hist, Joils.
1il, ». 137
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Seuk, Mescoutin, and Kickapoo,® a dim tradition of an early
bhome in the St. Lawrence vallev, near Montreal, seems to
bave clung 1o their memories® Thence they appear to have
drifted westward with the general Algonquian movernent
slovg the northern sbhores of lokes Ontario and Erie. The
early seventecuth eentury found them oceupyimg lower Mich:-
gan,’ in near prozimity fo the Sank, who have laft their nwme
in Segivaw Bay of Lake Huron

Une intereaiing episode of their history which seems io have
occurred while still in Michigan, is rclated by La Potherie.
The Winoebago tribe, then on the shores of Green Bey, were
at war with the Outagami, “qui habitoient & FPautre bord du
lao” (who dwell upon the other aide of the lake). The former
sent o body of five hondred warriors, who all perished in o
tempest that avese while they were ercasing tha lake, The pre-
aumption is, that so great & disaster as this, must have ceenrred
on. Lake Michigan itaelf. Moreover, Father Clande Allouez®
referring fo this war, aaya that it occurred “abont thirty years
ago,” which would place it betwacen, 1636 and 1639, at a time
when it is apparently demonstrated that no Foxes lived in
Wiseonsin.**

The firet definite kmowladge we have that the Outsgami were
in Wisconsin 13 from the information of Father Gabriel Dreuil-
lettes, who on his visit to Mackinas in 1658 met Pierre Esprit
Headisson, with his confrére Grosseilliors. From Radisson
the missienary learned that the Outitehkouk were among tha
tribes gathered at Oreen Bay, and that they were of 8 very gon-

¥ Morse, Reporl, App-, p. 122,

4 [hid, p. 138,

1 IHd., p. 123; Wir Hiee. Codr., lif, p- 187; Draper M358, 23.J34.

i La Potherle, Hzaf. li, p. 72

1 Thwalten, Jegnil REelations oud  Ailed Documents [(Cleveland,
1996-1802), i, p. TT.

10 W. Butierfisld, Hisiory of the IMacovery of the Norithoesr Uy
Johs Nicolel (Cincinnati, 18810, p 64
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tla ﬂis-pusitin-n.“ Father Allonez, who miet them on Lake So-
parior in 1665, gives a move unfavorable aceount of their tem-
parament, saying they are “less docile than the Potawatomi.,V*?

It was during this decade (LE655-68) that the tribe waa just
finding itk way into Wisconsin, and seurching for a new siie
upon which to fix their villagn home. Driven with the other
Algonguian prople before the flesing Haron, whe on their part
were pursued by the fieves blast of Lroquols wrath, the Foxes
with their kin, the Savk, Mascoutin, aml Kickapoo, abandoned
their Michigan babitat, sl songht wfnge upen the lakes amd
waterways of Wiasconsin. It socins probable, sinee they did
not at this period nse lakegoing canocs, that they cama around
the somthern end of Take Michigan, pnshing back the 1llinola
confederacy, that had previously ranged from the Olio to Lake
Superior.* Onca upon Wisconsin soil they found the Wir-
nehage who bad elready battled with them, bnt whe now al-
lowed them to setfle and marry among them.'* Farthor east
wora the Potawatomi, whose language they eould understand,
who had come from Mackinae via the islands of Green Bay.
Ts the west the Mezeountin, Hickapov, and Miami, had built a
great {own npon s prairie near the upper Fox. '

1t fea, Rel., Ellv, p. 347, Radiespn miakes oo mentlon of thls ribe
fn k% jouwrnal, but gives Lo in his gensral aammeratipn; @, D. Senil,
Kaditron's Voygpes {Bogton, 1BE3), n, M6,

12 fgy, Rei, 1L, p. 43,

12 Qen, William Clark, for maty yeard Euperintandent of Westers
Indlan affalre, related that he belleved the Fores and Seuk Glapose
genaed the Ilinals of the country west of Laks Michigan, snd that
aoine desperats battleg were fought a liftle below Chicage on the
shore of the lake. See Draper MSH., 25T34.

With regard to the use of canges by the Foxes, it 18 repeatedly
miatad by the early tcachers and missicnaries thet they did oot kndw
their wpBe -— Wit, Higt, Colls, v, pp. 96, T, 257, 374; & Y. Cofax,
Does., ix, p. 180. Later, however, they appear to have learned to em-
rloy them from thetr Winnebagoe and Potawstom! nalghbors; Sea W

+ izt Cellr, avl, p. 311; il p. 83
14fep, Rel, 1, p, 17,
n For this site Sce Wisegosln Historleal Soclety Procesdings, liv,
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Bome timme during the winter of 1865-68," the Foxes, scek-
ing safety from the murderous Iroqueds, and a fertile land to
sow their corn, built for themselves s village on the waters of
Wolf Rivar, samswhers probably in the present county of Wan-
paca, Wiscongin.'™ Hera they were first visited in the summer of
1666 by that astute trader and explorer, Nieolas Perrot. Weil
would it have been for the French empire in America had all
their truders and negotiants exercised ike diplomacy of FPer-
rot in dealing with the haughty Foges. Years afterwards he
remipded them that he was “theirc father since he had been the
first Frenchman to open ihe door of their eabin'® The
Foxes complained in 1701, at the great conneil st Montreal,
that now they have no more gpirit einee Perrot bas left them.

Perrot, responding to the invitation of their ehiefa to wvisit
them, gives a somewhst diszgreeable picture of this great vil-
Inge, which comprised six hondred cohina™  “They found a
pp. 167-182. Hutterfield (op. o8, nots 10, enie) assumed (hat this
¥lllgge exigted here at ibe time of Nieolet’s viglt. I find oo ool
thereof, hut think these people doobtless came with the great migrs-
tiop of 1650-65.

15 Thiz date Iz fized by Perrot, who first came to¢ Wisconsln In the
gorlog of 1066 (Jex. Rel, 1v, p. 220), and aaye thal tha Ouiagaml +il-
lige wag a new establlz=hment bailt the preceding winter; TVia Hisf.
Collr., xvl, p. 30

it Allowes glves the name of thiz vlllage &8 Questatimong (Jfes. Bl
Hy, . 12). HE eract loorktlon has noi been determined,; Boe Wiy, A
Cadls.. xvi, p. 39, note,

1 La Potherie, Fist, il, p 173,

1% Thig would be g rery large population for an 1lbhdigo town, bot
no larger thao that reported for the kindred Maseoutin village, which
fa represented s haviog atb one time 20000 souls, Allowlng ten per-
gend o » cabln, & low astimate, the total pepulation weunld hare
rerchien G003 Alloner mentiong zlx cablne as heving conteloed onw
hundred wotnen and childrem whila the men ware away hunting, an
avarage of sbout elghteen 1o a cabin. O5 this estlmate, the Wolf
Rlver vIlIege would have & popolatlon of about 10,000, Allpyez says
the trite j8 ramrowned for being populous, and has more than 400 war-
rlore. He says later there were hut 204 cabio2; hut with five, alx, or
ten familiez to aach, the populatdon wowld approach thaet indicated by
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large village, but destitute of everything. These peopls had
only five or six hatchets, which had no elge, and they waed
these, by twms, for entting their woud; they had hardly one
knife or onc bodkin to n cabin, and ewt their wear with the
stones which they wsed for arrows”  ‘These arve, then, aborig-
inal tribesmen, relviog upon their own resonrces of stonw
knives and flint insieuments, unacenstomed o the gowls of ihe
French trader, and wsing only the arts of primitive life, Their
destitution, however, was prebably only relatve.  Allonez
mentiony the exesllence of the soil, and the advenced state of
agricutture among them.  Their cabing were well-made, and
govered with thick bark, and they knew the art of fortifying
their village,

Perrot’s wizit was their iirst contact with the white man.
They had beard of these marvelons visitors who brought iren
knives amd hatchets, guns to slay enemies, kettles to cook foad,
and heautifnl glass beads for the adorament of their persons.
Thoy had even sccured e few of their products throngh the
Fotewatowi, who had been down te Montresl, and brought
back materials for trade Fow ope of these wounderful
strangers had appeared in their midst, They followed his
footsteps at every turn, importuning him for gifts “for those
Savager imagined that whatever their visitors possessed ought
to be piven to them graiis; everything arouscd their dosires,
and vot they had few Beavers to sell,” The practical Parzet
laft some Saok to do his trading for him, anl returmed to
Green Bay.

Otber French traders with whom the Ovtagari came carly
in coutact impressed them less favorably than Perrot. When
a huindved and twenry of the tribe visited Chequamegon dur-
ing the winter of 166687, Allover reported that they and the
Savk would kil a Frenchman if they found him alone, be
cause they disliked beards2 '

Farrot. It iz Aombtful, howerer, whether their nombers ever ex-
candad 5.0M ail told
0 Fen. Rel | I, p. 44,
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When the good Jesuit father first came to Green Bay, it
wag at the utgent requeat of the Potawatomi, “to curb some
young Frenchmen, whe being among them for the purpose of
trading, were threatening and maltreating them.”® Alloues
fonnd similar conditions in the Fox village. Instead of the
exalied idea they bad first received of rhe Frenchmean as &
god—ea maniton sent by the Great Spirit, the shoeking condnet
of two French traders ked given them gz low opinion of the
whole nstion, an idea the Jesuit labwred hard to remove™
When Allvuez prepared to retirm to them the following an
tiinu, he learned that some of the Foxes had that summer
made the then momenionn voyage to Monirest, aod that there
they had been maltreated by French soldiers, and were a0 bent
upon revenge that not s trader dared venture inte their viein-
ity. Iivon Allouez, n going samong thetn, took his life iu his
Liand.*"

The specimens of humanity foomd on the fromtier of white
advance into barbarian territory are either the best or the
worst of their race. TWith the exeeption of Perrot, the Foxes
had found the Freneh traders unjust, deceitful, arrogant, and
brutal, Nor did ibe devoted servicss of the “black-gown®
missiomaries make much Impression ou theee men of the for-
efts,

The dovoted Alloucz spent three doys in their village (April
24-27, 1470), and there founded the misslon of 8t Mare
Had the Freoch traders who had beer sioong them behaved
better, 1 wonld have bad less tronble,” he suecinetly remarks.
Ire his antumnm visit of the satne vear he reccived a very frigid
weleome for cavses before noted.™ Tn Febmary of the fol-
wing year, the faithful missionary agmin sought his Fox
neopbytes, (oing overlend, in the deptha of a Wisconsin
winter, he was frost-bitten, and suffered much physical hard-

M id, B, p 197,
37 Iivid_, p. 266,
=rd, Te, po 135,
= fid., p. 219

(149}



Fox Indian Wars

ship. All this he counted as nothing compared to hia bitter-
ness of spirit when he was reecived with wwockery and ribald
jesty, by these sonis for whose salvation he yearned. Gradn-
ally their spivit, tovched by his patience and hdelity, softened.

In 1672 bhe erccted o cross in the village, and a party of
young warriors going against the Bioux inscribed the sscred
gymbol on their shields, and retumed vietoriows.™ Tut the
following year, this new apeeies of exorsizm hud proved a fail-
ure. The Eioux had killed or taken prisencrs thirty Fox sol-
diera of the cross, and the good father found them “badly dis-
puged towards Christianity.”™  Nor did the mission of Bt
Mare ever becowme flourishing; for eight years (1870-78) the
black-robed apostles made them frequent visits but vever more
then an oecasiongl haptisn of an ailing infant or & dying old
man rewarded their efforts. Upon the mase of the tribe Chris-
tianity wade no impressicn. They remupitied wedded to their
primitive vices and their ancient superstitions, and wers “self-
willel beyorl wnything thet can be imagined.”*

The first ycars’ residence of the Foxes in Wisconsin were
thus the momentous ones of their first comtact with the
French, when the seade of distrmat were svwm, whick wers to
blessom later into & harvest of hatred and war. It is oot com-
tended thet the treatmeni of the Foxes was worse than that
aceorded by the Irench to the other Algonquian tribes around
Green Bav; buf the former were a1 stronger raee, of a wore
conaiefont self-regard, less easily subdved by a show of foree,
self-relinnt, and revengefnl, cherishing their wengeance ling,
and venting it when the moment seemed opportune.  This ap-
pears from the earlisst reports, wherein tbey ave noted ns "less
docile than the Potawatemi,” and “a proud and arrogant peo-
ple,” held in low estimation by their neizbhbore®®.—nn domnbt he-

26 ol v, p. 143,

18 [d., 1vlll, p. AT,

4F Fhid., p. 449,

1 Wis, Hizt, Colbs, avl, p. 155,
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eause of their soperior qualities—end a2 dieplaying “more
steadizat courage than did the other allies.™?

Their retnote sitmation, also, hidden behind the lakes and
swamps Devond the Fox—Wiseonsin trade ronte, distant from
Green Day and removed from constant intereourss with
traders, preserved their native spirit and promoted their inde-
pendence. Tn their village cu Wolf River they lived as had
their forefathers, devoiing their energies to war and hunting,
with flourishing families growing wp avound them, their in-
dustrions women oultivating the fields of corn and equash,
dvessing their skins, weaving their mwars, and eatisfied with
native menufaciures. One kind of Dnpleraent, however, they
learned to wse and never failed to secure fro:n the tradevs—
the implements of war. Hunting still with bows and arrows,
they reserved their new and desdly weapnns for raids uwpon
Hionx, Chippewa, or Irnuoiz, and overy Fox warricr pos-
aossed hiz gun end a well-stocked powder-horn. Thus strong
in primitive virtues, and secure in their indepeodenes, the
Foxes dwelt temote until the changing eonditions in tha [Up-
per Country drew them from their fastnesses wnd gave them a
prominent part in the drama of Western histors.

The era of pristine discovery was over, Nicolet and Radis-
gon, Marqnette wnd Jolliet, Le Balle and Hennepin, Dulath
gnd Perrot, had threaded the atreamns that onite the Great
Lakes with the Mississippi, and explored the latter to the Gulf.
The age of axploitation had begun. To the remoter tribes the
courenrs des bois had penctrated. It remained to organize the
trade, to eolonize the strategic pointe, to seoure the savages' ak-
legiance. That masier-merchant, Robert Cavelier de la Salle,
supported by favor at Versailles and Quebee, seenred a monop-
oly of the Illinois country, built his fort on the river of that
name, planned sn establisbment at the mouth of the Wiscon-
gin, and sought a new adjustment of tribal geography.
The Illinois were clustered around his central fortification, the

* Inid., p. T,
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Miami were tempted sonthiward, and sattled in two great divi-
glons, one on the Ht. Josephe River, Michigan, and ome in
northeastern Illinois, near o place called Marameg?® With
thein, went the allied tribes of the Mascoutin and Kickapoo, the
latter givinp its name to Roek River, on whose wpper branches
1t setfled. On their part, the Foxes, abandoning theiv village
gite upon the upper Wolf, removed to the river which now
bears their name.

This river had vntil thep without exceptionm boen called
“Rividre des Puanis,” frona the Winnehago tribe inhabiting
its banks, and from the name of the hay into which it dis-
charges. The earliest mention of the river by its new name,
is on Hennepin's. map in his edition of La Louisiane, where he
uses the tetm “R. et L. Outaganis’” Perrot, in hia minutes
of taking poesession of the country of the upper Mississippi
(1659), annexes the *Bagye des Pnants, the lake avd rivers of
the Outagamia and Maskentinz.”™  Lahontan, whe jonrneyed
by the Fox-Wisconsin waterway in 1688, speaks of twa +il
lages of the Outagami on the upper Fox.® Ta Selle, who
oalls the river Kakaling, locates the Fox village near Lake
Petit Butte des Morts, where it i& likewise found on Fran
quelin’a map of 1884.* Allcuer's lest mention of the missicn

# This plece hes osually besn [dentified with the Marmrneg River
ip Michigan, Frenguelln's map of 1684 places it upon the upber Fox
River of NMiinofs. Ferrot waz atationed thers in 1632, and later a Fox
rilage was built in this nelghbbrhood, and Ioft ita oEme to tha river;
sag Wir, Higt. Colfy, xvil, pp. 129, 173; J. F. Steward, Lost Waramech
gad Eqrliest Chicago (Chleago, 19021, On Franquelin’s mep the Miamil
are seatterad {hrough the nerthern Mineis region. e places ome wil-
laga of 21200 popudation upon & braheh pf the Kankakee: tha Planke-
sha%, Qulatenom, and oiher Mizmi iribes are Iocated oit hranches of the
Tliimols. Later (1622 the tribe seemns to have been collected At Mara-
meg, Chicago, and =t Jooseph — this before the migration werds
Detroit.

n Wir. Hish, folis., xi, p. 35.

2z Thwalten, Lehontan's Togomres {New York, 184%), I, p. 174

22 Trip, Hist, Oofle, 1yl po 206
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of 5t. Marc, on Wolf River, is in 1678, La Salle’s letter
locating the Fox village, ia dated 1682, thereforo their migra-
tion must have cconrved between these two dates, probably
atrout 1680,

The Foxes wore thus brought prominently into the arena of
action during o troubled period for the ecolony of New
Franee. For twenty wears the war with the Irequeis raged.
In the West, confusion reigned. The attempi of La Salle {0
eoncentrate the tribes at his Ilinois esteblishment had been
but partiaily suceessful, and during his ill-fated Louisiana
expedition and afier his death, Tonty eommanded at Fort St
Louis. e built a secondary establishment at Chicago, snd
phipped peltry through Lake Michigan and Maekinac® D
lutk founded (1€86) a poet on the Detroit River, which was
abandoned twg years later by the proflipate Barom Lahon-
tm‘ll

At Green Bay matiers wero in grent disorder. The Indians
were murtingus and inaslent ; even the doeile Potawatomi, thor-
oughly wedded to French interesi, Tm which thoy saw their
own as middlamen for interiribal trade, reguired to be hum-
bed.”® The Menomwinee mordered some of the Jemiits’ sery-
ania," and pillage and repine spread abroad.

The one man capable of coping with these fierce spitits wan
Daniel Graysolon Dnmbuth. In Lake Buperior he even vea-
tured to put to death a powerful Chippewa chief for the mur-
der of some Frenchmon®  To Green Bay ha sent his ablest
lienterant, in the peraon of Nicolas Perrot. In 1882 a Sau-
teur—Outagami war had broken out, in the course of which
ceptives had been taken, among whom wae the danghter of a
powerfnl Ottuws chinf at Maskinae, The affsir threataned to
ommbreil all the Wisconsin tribes: vain attempts bad been made

+ Michipgn Piowesr ond Hisforicsl Ooiiections, rxxfil, p. 6
= Wis. Tt Coll., xvl, p. 125; Lohonlan's Fopapes, 1, p. 161
¥ Wig, Hisl. Collw., =vi, pp. 110, 111,

$1 Ihid., pp. 95102,

4 Thid., pp 114128,
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to seetivre this captive maiden, The Foxzes, haughty in their
sirceoss, refused to listen to eny envoys, and threatemed with
death ell who approached their village. Duluth perscaded
Perrot to put his head within this lien’s jaws. With a
bravado which charmed the savage spirit, Perrot suddenly ap-
peared in their midst, and baving his chest exclaimed: *Listen,
Ontagamis, to what [ am going to say. I have learned that vou
gre very anzious to ear fbe flosh of the French; T have cone
with thess young mon whowm you see, in order to satisfy vou.
Put vs iutn your kettles, anmd satiate yourselves with the Hesh
wou have wanted.” Then with & dramatic gesturs of his sword,
he coptinved, “My fiesh i3 white and eavory, but it is quite
enlt ; if you eat it, I do not think that you can swaltow it with-
out vomiting.” Haviog by much diplomaey secured the Ottawa
waiden, ha hastenal to Green Bay, where the chiefs wers ason-
ished at Lis suecess. Hiz empire over their spirits incraased,
he sesured setisfuction for the murdored Jesnit servants, and
resched Rleekinue tn time to arvest an Octaws war-party juat
petting forth.™

Perrot was next commissioned (1634) to take o reinforse
ment of Western tribes to La Barre's aid in the latter's foray
inte lréquoiz territory. A few Outapami acegmpanied this
war-parcty, whose failure 3licnated the Western tribesmen.™

In eomeequence of this abortive expedition, the Outagami,
when enlisted for Denonville’s enterprise three yesss later,
were egaily tnrned back by a party of Leup (Mahican) In-
dians, whom they met on thefr way to Detroit.™ Returning to
Green Bay, during Pervot's ahsence on this expedition, their
misghierous tendencies scon appeared. At the point of the
sword they foreed the Jesuits' blacksmith to sharpen theiv

0 La Potherie relates thim episode twilea—HFist, £, pp. 148-157,
167-177. The former account s teanslated fn Wig, Hit. Colie., v, pp.
P8-103. I have combioped the twe narratives, each baving 1t dramaife
features, and cetting forth (he astutenese of Perrot.

 Lahantan's Fopapes, 1, p. 73

11 La Potherle, Hiet.,, 1, pp. 193180,
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knives gud azes,** which they proeceded to employ in a raid
upon. the Chippewa. At this time the church and mission
house were burned, and the inference is that the fire, by which
Pavrot lost a large amomnt of peltry, was of ineendiary origin.
Uypon his return Pervot once more subdued the Renards to hia
will, but seenred no satisfaction for his vanished fors,  Indeed,
he but narrowly escaped persomel viplence at the hands of the
Foxes*?

During 2}t the years of Frontenze's sccond adiministration
(1683-98), the Renards were In secrot or open rebellion.
Aftoer the Lachine masseere (16897, in sorpanon with the other
Western tribesmen,** they openly sent cnvoys to the [roguois;'
afterwards the Foxes plavuned to migrate with the Mascoutin
and Kickapoo to the Wabash, and there ally themselves with
this great eonfoderacy.’” Thwarted in that scheme by the exer-
tivns of Louls de la I'oxte, Bieur de Louvigny, whom Fronte-
nac sent to command at Mackinae,*” they once more turmed
their arms against the Sionz.'*

The Fox-Wisconsin wateriway now beesmve unsale for French
traders,*”* and in 1683 Pierre Charles le Huenr was zent to
keep open the route to the Mississippi viz Leke Snperior and
the rivers Boia Brulé and 8t. Croix,™ Perrot by bis personal as-

18 Thid, p. 209; Weg, Huwi Colls., xvl, p. 143

48 Thig epizode, llke thet of the cescus of the orlponer, is twice re-
lated Ly La Potherde — Figh, 1L pp, 211-314, 244256 The laiter Is
translated in Wis. Hist. Oolir. xv§, pp. 143-15L

» Wir, Higf. Oolls, x¥l, p. 124; Jes. Rel, lulv, pp. 22-35.

+3 Wie Higl. calts,, xvt, p, 141,

4+ L Potherfa, Hisft., 4, p. 314

A7 Wiz, H4st, Calls, ¥, pp. 108110,

i ihid,, o 302; Hick, PioR, o Fipt Cofls, xexiil, po B0

i Wi, Higt Coile., 371, p. 149,

o [hig., p- 173. In B memorial regarding Le Suear, written in 1792,
he ip sitated fo have earried oo trade in the Wegt “for the Isst 14
youra, et f#vet under pretence of stopping the war hetwasn the Foxea
and other natond —a misglon reapeated eaveral tinles that has bad no
othfr result than to bripg bim maoy beavers” — Conadign Archiver,
1903, 1, p Sid.
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cendency maintained & hold npon the haughty Foxes, who res-
ened him from the resentment of the Miami,® and sent jn 1697
chisfs with him to visit the grest Onoutio, ¥Frontense, unabls
to punish their inaolence, threatened them with a punitive ex-
podition if they did not keep the paace.”

The following year the great governor died, but in one respeet
his works lived after him. He had finally cowed the ferce
Iroquots, and in 1700 they sought the new governor, Louis
Hacior da Callidres, in the interests of peace.  Afiar prolongsd
negntiations they promised to restore the prizoners taken from
the Indian allisa of the ¥reneh, provided that on their part the
allies would return the Iroguaiz held as slaves. Messengers
werg sent to all the far nations, who eame in 1701 to Monireal
bringing their Iroquois prisoners. The Outagami chief had
protested, however, that he bad no prizoners to return.”  Park-
man, following the secount of La Potherie, who was an eye-
witneas of this great comnell, hes piven ns a graphic picture of
its setting, end several ineidents.® Tt was an Outagami who
ercated 1nuch merviment by the dignified way I which he ad-
vaneed, crowned witk an old French peruke, which he treated
ws & bat. His speech, however, was cloquent and signifieant.
Parkman omits bia fine! words, “I now regard the Iroquois as
my brother; but T am yet 8t war with the Bicux” To thie
dealaration is annexed the pithy comment, “They did not wish
tor toneh vpon this Jast remark,” whieh was allowed to pass un-
noticed.

Was it elrange that the Outagami conceived themselves
autharized by the authority of the governor himseli, t6 plunder
traders earying munitions of war to the tribesmen whose en-
mity they bad se openly proclaimed ?

52 Wir, Hird. Colip, Tvi, . 166; Tailhan, Perrod'y Memoire (Laipeie
and Parls, 1864}, p. 331; Mick Piow. gad Fief Oofie, xxxiil, pp 173,
174

5= Win Hist, Oelir., ¥, p. 172,

WX T foion. Doca, 1%, D 724

s+ FPranclp Petkmen, Froafenge end New Fradce [Bowgton, LETT), pp.
447-431; La Potherle, Hist., U, 0. 240-266.
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For the moment rll seemed auspicicus in the Cunudian
colony. The trec of peace, in the figurative language of the
eloquent tribesmen, had been planted on a mountain high
enough fer all the world to see.  The Upper Country was paci-
fied, all sat quiet upon their mats, and zmoked the calumet.
But it was an unstable squilibrion, based upon the alliance of
tribos scattered over two thowsand miles of wilderness, resesnbl-
ing a “vast menageric of wild animals, where the lynx bristled
at the wolf, and the panther grinned fury at the hear, in spite
of all efforts to form them into = happy family under paternal
rule-ﬂ:ﬁ

Frontenae, tho great war-governur, being dead, a new party
had come into eontrol of Neaw Fremee. In contrast to the ex-
panzionict poliey of Frontenac and hiz eble lientensnts, La
5alle, Tonty, Daluth, Perrot, and La Mothe-Cadillac, this may
in modern parlance bo called the “wnti-imperislistic™ party.
Their policy was Lo [eave the tribesmen to themsealves, to ignore
their quaerrels, to withdraw the officors from the posts, and to
force the fur-trade into its fortmer channels, when floeta
of saveges came each year to Monfresi to trafie for their peltry,
Yielding to their solicitations, the court at Versailles pave
erders in conformity thereto, and from all the Upper Country
traders were sunmmoned, conpés reveked, and officars ordered
bome, Mackinge, 8t. JToseph, and Merameg were abendoned,
snd all forces of control, sive the Jesuit prieats, withdrawn™

The Illinois post was exempted from this order.  The found-
ing of Lotizigna npened a new route into the upper Misgissippi
reglon end partiglly nellified the prohibition to earry gooda.
Fightyfour ronrerrs des beis, refusing to retuen to Canada,
escaped to the Mississippi conntry, and there laid the founda-
tion of the Tlinois settlerment.™  Tncherean de 8. Denis war
permitted to begin a post at the mouth of the Ohio, and Pierre
Charles Ie Suenr ascended the Misaissippi a5 far as the St.-

&s Parkman, Froutesae, p. 403
ot Tallken, Perroi’s Mamoirs, po 332,
&7 N, ¥. Calon. Docg., ix, po T21.
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Peter'e, and bailt a fort within the pressnt limits of Mime-
b, _

Ladt to thewwselves the Foxas cerried on the SBlonx war with
vigor, and eclesed the Fox-Wisconsin waterway to a1l travellars.
In 1699 Father Bt Cosme found ib neeessury to go to tha TI-
linpiz via the Chiesgo portage, beesusa “the Foxes whe are on
thie littla Tiver thet you pscond on leaving the Bay to reach the
Weskonsin will not snfler ony pareon to pass for fenr thay will
go to plaecs at war with them, and hencs heva already
plandered seversl Frenchmen who wished to go by that road ™™

In 1702 a Montreal merchant whe had been allowed to go
and reinfores La Buenr st Fort 'Huillier wes= plondered by
the Foxes of gooda to the value of 23,000 to 30,000 livees.
Jucherean de 8. Tlemis bribed the brigands of Fox River with
& thonsand evowns worth of goads to let hiz eanoss procoed.™
Not long after this a fovee of Foxes and Mascoutin appesred in
the Sioux country, killed three members of the garvison of the
fort, and compelled the vest to evacnate the place®  XNo won-
der that Cadillae complained of the fruits of the poliey of non
interference, that Frenchmen were “exposed to the humiliations
aoel inmilts which they have so often emduved withont being
abiz to help it, such as being plundersd and eyuelly beaten,
which hes diseraesd the name of Franee ainong theso tribes™*

Urging thess considerations, and the danger that the Upper
Conntry, left to itself, would place its fur-trade in the hands of
the Irogueis and English, an order was obtaiped (1608)
from the French court to found a colony ab Detreoit under the
Iostering earc of Antoine la Mothe, Sieur de Cadiflae.

Of Gascon hirth, La Bothe eamne to Xew Franeca about 1683.
and after some years” servier as hydrographer, received a large

e Wis. Eiaf, Cofls, £vl, pp. 177-200.

¥ JTohn Glimary Shen, Harly Foysger o the Mississippi (Albanr,
1B6L}, tr 49,

™ Mich. Fign, gnd Hist, Cqails, xaxili, p 176,

w1 Wis, Hisf, Colix, xvi, p. 200,

o5 Mieh. Mon, and Fsl. Cofls., xxxiil p. 144,
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grant of lend on the coast of Maine, including the island of
Mount Desert. In 1687 he was married at Quebec, and his
bome was brivned at Port Royal during the English invasion of
1690. At firat a Meutenant, then a captain, in the eolonial
troops, he suceeedod Louvigny as commandent at Michilimack-
inae, and during hiz command (1894-97) made a stndy of the
Western situation. His plan, like those of T.a Salle and Perrot,
included the removal of the Indian tribes to the neighborhood
of the post, and sheir inatruction in the French language and
in some messure of civilizetion, His invitations to scttle near
Detroit were first accepted by the Huron and Ottuwa, whom
be had known while eommandant at Mackinse. A eonsiderable
village of Loups (Mahican), who had long been sllies of the
Troquois, settled worth of (ke fort, but removed after the troubis
of 1704.% The Miami had before the founding of Datrolt
concentrated at 8t. Joseph by the express commend of Fron-
temae.  The Jesuit misaionaries at thie station opposed their
removel to Datroit, but in 1707 they were indneed to place their
villages on the rivor Maumea™ In 1709 & village of Chippewa
and Mississagoa settlcd near Fort Pontchartrain, The Pote-
watomi, always arch-traders snd submissive to Freoch influ-
ente, ook the Miamis' place at Bt. Joseph, and sometimo be-
tween 1706 and 1712 formed a village at Detroit*® In 1704
there were two thousand Indians at this site; but after the
troublea of 1706, when, during Cadillac’s absemnce, his inef-
firient liewtenant Bourgmont was drawn into & quarrel hatween
Miami and Ottawa, and lost two soldiers and 2 miszsionary,
there wera but twelve hundred, ™

The Foxes, frequently solicited by La Mothe's apents to re-
move their village within renge of the protection of hia fort, for
a leng time refuzed.  Nearly sll thelr veighbaors had, bowerer,

e Ivd., pp. 138, 182, 276
4 Ihid, po 338,

& Thid., pp. 385, 552,

w8 Thid., ap. 205, 240,
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left their vieinity, traders came bui rarely among them " and
their itolation becama distasteful to s large party of the tribe.
Even the Jesuits bad abandoned the Green Bay region, follow-
ing their Sank and Votawniomi neophytes to St. Josephs
River*

Finally, in 1310, moved by some impulae hot aé this distance
of time fully clear to ns, a large party of Dutagami decidad for
migration, gnd gathered their effects for the long overland
journey. Lodge poles and provisions were packed om the
backs of their faithful squaws, and with numervus troope of
children and dogs the long jeurney began. Somewhere on the
mareh & band of Mascoutin was enconmtered, who joined forces
with them, and proceeded onward, a disorderly but peaceful
rabble of more than a thowsand soule.*

Cadillae, however, wes no longer at his village on the strait.
Summoned to the governorship of Louiriana, his place at De-
troit bad been taken by Charles Regoault, Sienr Dmbuissen,
who did not sympathize with Cadillac’s policy of concentra-
tion, and was sanoyed by this large, uncouih, plundering body
of strange Indisns, that had made its way to his vicinity.

In 1711 the new guvernor, Marquis de Vandreuil, sent for
a number of Fox chiefs to visit him at Montreal.™ The officer
who war deputed with the sunmons found the Renards already
embroiled with their neighbors ut Detroit,™ and reseved from
their hands a condemned prisgner.™ The governor npbraided

* Iboid., pp. 449, 46%.  An Dlegal trader named Holaeeat, did s thrir-
1ng buslnesm at Green Bar lo 1704,

W Mich, Pon, and Hier Coils., xxelll, pp. 301, 53d.

® Ihid., pp. 500, 505; Wir. Hist, Qolis, xvi, i 200, It wae clolmed thet
the Fodea ware un thelr way to the Trogooits; bot If such weis thelr
purpose they would have srvoided Detrolt, rather than heve foraged
in M2 viclnity far two yeary,

™ Mich, Pion, gad Hist, Colls., xuxill, pp, 48700

71 I#id., pp. 604, BO5.

73 Wi, Hiwt, Ooila., xvL, p 273,
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the viaiting ohiefs,™ and edvised them to return to their form-
er village in Wisconain,™

Well wonld it have been for the Foxcs bad they heeded the
warning of the great Onontio; well wonld it have been for the
fortunes of New Franee, had Vaudreuil succeeded in reversing
the poliey of Cadillae, and persvaded thiz ueroly tribe to re-
tire oues more to their Wiseonsin fesinesses. It required
tore than homan wisdom to keep the “happy fanmily” elue-
tered arcund Detroit from flying st each ather’s throzts.™

The instigator of the diffenlty of I71% was the great Ottaws
war-chicf, Sagouina.™ During the winter of 1711-12, he
planned an ettack upon & Mascoutio village wintering upom
the St. Joseph Biver, and killad or captured Afty of this tribe.
The news flew to Delroit, and set the preat Fox village there
e fire. Three Oitaws aquawa were imnedialely secured, one
the wifa of Baguina himself.

The Freneh commandant, in mistaken zeal, made compoin
cauze with one party against the other. The Ontagami had
made themselves obnoxious by their haughty bearing.” Du-
huisson, therefore, received the Ottaws and Huroo into hie
fort, and by exciting speeches urged them againgt the common
engmy. The allied tribes, thus stimnlated, artacked the
stockede in which the Foxes had entrenched themselves. The
siege ebonnded with thrilling ineidents, bold havangnes,
hortling defiances, and despeiving aweropts st peace. We.

18 Mich, Plon, and Hist, Colly., xx21l, I 505,

T4 e, . G0,

76 Jid., p. 140,

s The evidence presented, founded leregely on documents pohllshad
glore the writlng ot hig boaks, 18 anfeient to overthrow 2. B, Hebberd®
argument o his HEistory of Witcongin yder Freack Dominion (Madl-
sen, 1890}, pp. 8184, that the French Torad the Foxea to Detrpit in
order e destroy them. They came, certalnly, on the inritatlon of
Freach offcers. bot thay ware warned {5 go heck, sad hed long been
choncxious Lo & large portion of the Western ifrlbesmen. fee N F.
Cofor. Decs., ix, B62, on Hagmina's pariielpatlon.

™7 Mich., Plon. ond Hixd. Colls, xYXIEE, p. 5046
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possess scveral contemporary oarratives:  the offcial report of
Dubuisson ;* that of Vaudreuil to the winister in Franse;™
an account attributed to the celebrated engineer, Chanssegeos
de Thry ;™ and letters of Father Marest, mizsionary at Maeck-
inac."™

ITad we vuly the report of 2ome Onragani chronieler, what
marvele of obsfinute defense, of mighty rdespair, of berois
deaths, might we not reeord!  Even in the chronieles of theirv
tmemics, the Foxea appear 8a beynie fignres.  Listen to the
speech of their grest chicf when the Froneh and their alliea
firat ired wpon the Fox fort: “YWhat does thiz mean, my
Father? Thov didst iwvice na tv erme to dwell near thees
thy word is cven now fresh in onr pouches.  Amd yet thou
declarost soar agafist ns.  WWhat cause have we given for it
My IFather, rhou seeniest o Jonger to ronember tha there uve
no nations among those whom thou callest thy childran who
have not vet wet their hands with the Dblood of Frenchmen.
T am the only one whotn thon eanst uet reproach; and yet
thon ert joining our enemies to eat we.  But know that the
Renard is immortal; and thet if in defending myself T shed
the blood of Frenchmen, my Father cannot reproach me’™

s This was vt publlshed In pamphlet form at Detredt 1n 1846 and
waa locarporated by Willlam R. Smith in his Histery of Wizcomain
{Madizon, 185471, HU, pp, 215-328, and republished o Wis Hikt. Colis.
vl ph. 267287, . M. Burtan of Datvoft #ad & copy made from the
orlpinal in the Parlz prehiven, and tranglated for Aich, Plon. and
Hist. Colle, xxxill, pp. 537-362. Charlevelx's aecount In hls Hirery
of New Fronce (Shea trana, W, Y., 1872}, v, pp. 257=-282, 1= taken
almost verbatm from this report; and Parkmans chapter ln 4 Helf
Cenlury of Conflick (Boston, 1802}, i, pp. 267287, i3 largely foundsd
ol This document. Pubulesop wrobe well, with an eya to drematic ef-
feck.

™ Thrae different letters makiog allueions to this, Jept 13, et 12,
and Mov, &, pnblished respectlvely in Mich. Pion. and Hist. Calir.,
xxxiil, pp. 269367, 569571, and X. ¥. Colmi, Dora., ix, pp. 362285,

n Wir, Fisd. Colls., xvl, pp. 283-28E6.

nfhid,, pp. 2R8-E32; Mich. Mhen. owd Hisl (olir., xxxiil, pp. G63-55%.

22 Wiy, Hist, Collx., xvi, p. 293
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With enemies four times their own aumber, from tribea as
far distant as the Osage an] Missouri, gided by the French
garrieon with iheir eannon, the Renards mainteined an obatin-
#te defense of their fortress for nineteen days, and then were
driven out only by the lack of water and the infeetiom of the
dead. Their own relatives the Sauk deserted to the enemy,
and brought news of their siraita, Yet with gil this the be-
giegers were on the point of sbandoning the siege, ami the
French in alarm wished to slip away to Mackinac. Dubuizaon
spent four sleepless days snd oights, reanimating the spirit of
his dusky warriors, and with hundreds of these savage foes
upen the wateh, the wily Foxes espapad in a body from their
fort “on an obscure night with rain” Expoeting immediate
pureuit, 8 few milez above Detroit they prepared sn ambus-
crde,™ into which twenty of their encmies fell, Here ther
agpin resigted four days, while the French brought up their
canpon, and B hundrod eances bore provizions to the Fremch
allica. At laat came an ond of thia superh resistance, They
“aurrendered at discretion to cur people, who gave them no
quarter. All were Killed exeept the women and children
whose lives were sparvad, and ove hundved men, who had beem
tied, bat escaped.”

Thus laconically Dnbuisson relates the result, The allied
“mmusement was to shoot four or five of thew every day. The
Hurong did net spate a single one of theirs” Such were the
smenitica of savege warfare, to which the civilized subjects
of Lowis XIV gare their aid. A grand mass was chanted in
thanks to God, and the eommandant pionsly edds, “Tt is God
who haz suffered these two andacions nations to perish.”

But great as was their loss, the Foxed and Maseoutin were
far from heving perished. In the woeds of Wisconsin still
dwelt the major portion of their tribes, and the enmity now
flared into active hatred, and 2 blind fury of revenge. The

#3 At the mouth of & small cresk now called the Fox, iwo mlles abhore
Detrolt-— C. . Boeres.
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French had scattered a thousand firebrands through all the
weatern uplands. The Foxes with their ullics wers overy-
whers. Every solitary Freochman took his life in his hands
when he stepped into his ecanve to thread the forest water-
ways in eearch of native customers. The Hurun at Detroit
were nrdered {f they stepped beyond the palisades of their
fort. According 1o the povernor’s report of 1714, all the
gavage nations were “dying of hunger in their cabins, not dar-
ing to leave them to pr hunting on account of their well
grovnded foar thet the Kevnardz will desfroy them all, one
after the other. The merchanis will have a gloomy eonfirma-
tion of this, this year, on seeing how little peoliry has eomea
down to Michilimackinae. '™

Roused by this danger to the prosperity of the eolony, the
governor in 1714 sent Marchand de TLignery to imcite the
neighboring savages against the enemy.™ The Foxes had
already made alliaoee with the Siomz,™ and sent an embassy
to the Irogquods, who “never appeared so haughty as they are
at present.”™ An expedition o rendezvons in two divisions
was plauned for 1715, The souibern, wnder charge of
Lieutenant de Maunior, son of Claude de Ramezay, and
Ensign & Adoneonrt of the housn of Longuenil, was to zather
at Chicago and proceed by the laat of August to Green Bay,
there to mest the forces from the north. Meanwhile Réné
Boucher, Bienr de la Perriérs, was to go by Lake Superior o
detseh the Sioux from the Fox aliiance.

The affair ended i a fiasee.  Measles among the southern
tribez prevented their assembling, the garrison for Mackinac
was retined en route, and the only punishment the Foxes
met was an attack late in November npon a hunting partv.*

o Wi, Hist. Colx., xvl, p. 301.

* Ibid., pp. 295-397: Mich. Plon. end Hisl. Colls. xxxilL p, 5TL

& eupdian Archiver, 1904, p. 40,

* Wis. Hisz, Oolls., xvl, p. 821,

=5 Ihid.. pp. 341, Bi2: Mich. Pion. and Hisl olls, xxxifi, p. 5TT.
Pachot, & gteap-son of Meur de [e Forest, sod Bleailion, & noted eonrenr
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The fu‘ﬂowiug yeur 8 better planned and better equipped
evpedition proceeded into the Fox coumiry, led this time by
La Porte da Louvigny., Since Frontenae's tims this was the
firsi ¥reoch vy that had entered Indisn tervitory, snd the
first worlike expedition thet had ever penetrated to the far
West. Taking the route via the Jower lakes, in order to over-
awe the Troguois, with two hundred and twenty-five Frenchmen,
mduced to join th: ewpedition by promisze of free trade in
the 1Tpper Country, considerable rminforesmeniz were received
at Derroit and Mackinac, and the litthe army, now nnmbering
sight hundred, toiled up the vapids of Fox River, eager for
antieipated vietory. Contrary to all ruies of Indian warfare,the
Mtwgami stood their gronnd, working fisvecly in strenpthen
their defenses, and preparing to “sell their lives as dearly
g« possible.”  Thelr fort vas sarrounded by a palisade made
of triple arakes, Inside of which was a diteh or mocat from
which the defenders fived upon the invmlers. Lourigny’s two
aneall eannon and 8 prenadenortar nade hot litcle impression
npen this stont bareieade®  Not dariug to push his men too
negl the et fire of the desperate savuges, Lonvigny opened
trenches during three nights of the siege, und had approached
within a few yarde of the fort when a parlay wras requested
a messenger with a white Bag came forth, meaking overtures af
surrender.”  This offer was indignaotly spurned, and all the
llice believad that the Fox nation was “ou the brink of utter
dastraetion.™ A redinforemnont of three hundred was, how-

dcg hols, wera the only Frenchroen ameng thie party, largely recraited
Ia the INnolz, whers 4'Adoaconrt and Moonelr wera both detalped by
illness, Thesa {wo voung oficars mat an untlmely fete the followlog
year, [alllog victims {0 & maraedisg band of Southern Indians; sew
X. Y. Cofon. Dacr., ix, p. 76, end Mich. Pisn, ond Higt Colls., zxxdii,
p. 381

M Sea dagoription of g sitolar fortlfloation af Macklnar in TWie, sl
Coile., xvl, . I3

M Wa have buet few detalla of this siege, but spe p Blmilar imcident
In the Detrolt attack, Wis Fiel, Colls, po 276,

s! Charleveix, Hittory, v, p. 304,
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ever, on its way, snd the Outagemi had resclved to meke s
great sovtie on the following vight,” when Louvigny umex-
peetedly agreed to a seeond parley, and consented to terms
far pegce, The conditions submitted were not severe, and the
gatonished Incdian allies, balked of their prey, sullemly with-
drew. BSiz hostsgea wore bronght away to sssure the fulfll-
meut of the terins of peasa, and Louvigny, returning in tr=-
umph, anpounced the aubjugaiion of the Renards.

Besding between tho lines, one recopnized that this way a
vagt trading expedition, disguised woder 2 zhow of war in
" order to deccive the court in Fraoce. Louvigny's contern-
| poraries were nnt deceived; Porrot derided the results ee-
eurad ¥ and Charlaveix exposed the pretended peace. Even
the Foxes eecan to have had a Lint of the commandant’s pnr-
posa, elee why did thew not flee to their forests on his ap-
proach

The expedition left Montresl loaded with werchandise,
- among which weve forty caska of brandy.® The povernor re-
. puerted that the display of force waa made “without any cost
to the king,"* aud the terms of pemcc inclnded the provision
that the Foxes were to pay its cost by the proceeds of their
hunting. The Foxes knew thet they wera being bought off
with the procesds of their heaver skins, and had no intention
of fuifilling the terms of peece. Of their hostages who were
carried to Momtreal, two, including Pemoussza, the hero of
Detroit, died of amallpox in Canada; a third, Okimaseasen,
was praploved in later negotistivns and ulhmately retorned to
his tribe% )

One result, inforesting for Wisconsin listory, arose from
Louvigay's sham war-eaploit—the establishment of the first
permenent Freoch post at Green Bay, wader the command of

1 Wie. Hiat. Colie,, xvl, p. 419,

92 Tailhan, Perrof't Memsire, pp. 153-157.

Wiz, il Caile, xvi, p. 340,

w6 Thid., ». G423, .

“0 Thid,, pp. ATT-379; Mich. Pos. and Hiet, Collr., xxxill, pp. BRE-S590,
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Etienna Rocbert, Sieur de la Morandizre® This officer vainly
attompted to detseh the Winnebago (Puanie} and Sank
from the Fox alliance; the Menomince were the only Bay
tribes upon whose wllegianee Le eould esunt.

Warred by experience, the Foses, never ahandoning their
design of vengrance upon the faithless French, nevcrtheless
learned to temporize, and by astute diplomacy inlled the officers
inte a belief that they were subdved. ¥audreuil, in 17198, re-
porvted their doeility to the snthorities in Fraues, and ssems
assured that they, as well ag the Kickapoo and Maseontin, sre
“disposed to maintain poace with all the Nations** little
dreaming that at that verr time they were intripuing with a
brave Acadian tribe to evme and settle among them and fill
their depleted ranks.®

It would be intercativg if cne could identify the “forvest-
born Detnosthenes” among the Fozes, who by his eloguence
waz building up a serics of allianees ihat threztened the very
integrity of New Irance. Some nameless precursor of Pon-
tise and Teonmseh dwelt emong the Wisconain tribesmen, and
by his diplomstie skill arrayed harborism egainst civilizatiom,
savage valor against eolonizing erdor, the paasion for revengm
sgainst the white man’s grecd. Wherover throughout the
breadth of tha eontinent & tribe felt dissatisfaction with {ra-
ders’, missionurics,” or governozs’ methods, thers an envoy of
the Foxes stood, Insminmating reasons for opposing tha hated
white man. Whersver in the fastnesses of the Weat s tribe
lived nntouehed by French influence, undebavehed by French
brandy, these the Foxes sought to gather to their alliance, and
formn ore vast eonfederstion nf prond. wncontaminated sav-
agery. The French eommmandants saw in these intrigues tha
menace of the Eunglish, and the machinations of the Troquoia.
The letter would no doubt have been glad to have drawn the
Foxes, like the Tusearora, to ve-inforce their npmber: bnt it

¥ Ihid., . B30,
M Wi il Colly., xvl, p. Sk
v Idid, D, 4327 1vil, p. 192
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was in theiv Western allies that the Outagami chiefly trusted.

The great Dakofa stoek still wandered over the vast prairies
batween the Mississippi end Missouri, in il the vigor of their
Priatine barbarimn. Their one ontlying branch in ‘Wisconsin,
ths Winnebago, were firm allies of the rebsl Foxes. The Sionx,
with whom they long head waped fierce wer, were now
aonciliated,' end gn allisnee forwed so closa that it offored an
asylum for vetreat, if by mischance the Renards should ba
driven from their Wisconein homes. Apgainst this alliance,
the Freoeh inade meny vemgnres, The post at Chegquame-
gon was founded in 1718,* not cnly to coneiliate the neigh-
boring Ssultenr, but to gain an entry smong the Sionr
Thenez Pachot and Linetot were sent in 1719, but failed of
success, “becatse the Renards bad alrealy warned the Fiovx
againet the French, by making them believe that they wished
to betray them, and it way impogsible 1o dissuade them from
this idea™®

Bouth of the Sioux lay the lowa {Atouer), 2 brave racs ap-
parently first digeovered by Perrot, who for many years of-
fored an aaylum ¢o the baressed Foxes, and aided thom againet
the Illinoia. &till farther to the weat and souithwest lay the
to, relatives and friends of the Lowe. In 1724 Eilenne Ven-
yard, Sieur de Bourgmont, on his traps-Missouri expedition
from Fort Orleans, discoversd that the Renarda wers tamper-
mg with the Oto, end wonld also have won over the Mahas
{Omaha) and Panimaba, had not this Louisiana officer pre-
venbed.*

Charieveiz® intimates that the Renards scught alliagnee
among the Chickasaw, which s not improbshle after their
preclaimed enmity against Louisiana. We have thus the

1rg, ¥vi, p. 306,
2 Fbid., v, 380,
1 Plerre MEerery, Ddrouverted £t Eteblissomenizs dex FProvpair dose

Fimérique Septenirlongie (Parfe, 1584), ¥, . 509,
«Thid., p. 396.

s Unarlevolx, History, v, o 309,
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sweep of this confederacy——from Lake Outariv in the east to
the Missourf in the west, from the borders of Lake Winnipeg
in the north, where the Siovx often roamed, to the bluffs of
Memphis In the south, where the Chickasaw made their homa.
Built up tribe by tribe, by means of unnumbered embasgies,
flouds of savage eloquence, wampuim belts, and calnmet tokens
withont number, had it eneceeded New France would have
been rent in twain, Lonisiana severed from Canada, the hard-
won forest empire of Louis XIV and XV roeonquered for
zavagery, and the Indian have dwelt elona in his fatherland.

Meanwhils » desultory, internittent wourfare harsssed the
Western poats without desiroying them.. The Illineis, the
Foxes' hereditary enewsies, had beconie devoted benchmen of
their French masters. Taking advantage of the jealons rivalry
between Louisizna and Canada, the Foxea and their sllies
gtruck the Ilinels with impunity, chasing them to the very
gaten of the French fort." At first they desisted fromn attack-
ing the French, and even came in apparent penitencs to La
Morandiére ar Green Bay, to atone for the death of & French-
man stabbed among the Kickapoo.” But after murdering some
Mismi ambassadors who were visiting the Savk, and efteck-
ing the Potawatomi and Saulteur as well as the Illinois, Yan-
dreuil was aonvinesd of their bad intentions, and declired in
1721 that he abandoned the Foxes to the hestils tribes, and
offered eupplies for warring agaiost them.

In fact there were two parties mnong the Outagami them-
selves~—a French party, led by the chief Cuachgla, and a war-
party under the chieftainskip of Kiala. Theso factions were
sulficient to divide the tribs inte twe willagee? Ths former
claimmed that they had nover killed a ¥reachman; they sought

the commandsny at the Bay for adviee, and as late as 1720

¢ Bee let of these ostroclties, as reclied by the linols, ln Wis. Hisf.
Calta, xvl, pp, 2168463,

¥ I3, pp. 496, 29T

A Ibid., p. 388,

w1, xvil, p. 28
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Ounachaia went down to Montreal, But with the risiog war-
spirit, the infinenca of the Franch party wened, and when in
1792 tho INinnie eaptured and burned a pephew of Ouachala,
the fury of revenge seized the whole nation.

Formieg a large war-parly of Maseontin, Kiekapoo, Winne-
baga, Bauk, Sionx, and Abenaki allies, they advanced into the
IMinois eountry, where the escirped rock koown as Le Rocher
dominzted the valley of Illineis River. There the preceding
year Father Charleveix had fonnd 2 peseeful willage whose
chief was “handsome, pentle, of un mntable phyalognomy, and
of whow the French reprrt much that is good.”

The peutle priest bad been, however, horrified by the spee-
tacle of (v covpses abamloned {0 birds of prer, the repuains
of prisoners burmod but a4 few days hefore. Perchance ome
of these was the nephew of the Fox chief for whosa death re-
venge wax then preparing.™®” A furions, unexpeeted onalzught
drove the villagers to Lhe samiit of the ek, where after a
semewhat protreeted siepe, their lires were finally apared by
the bosfegss.”  The ubtiinate veault was the abandonment of
tho lueality by the 11lineis, aml the domination by the Renazds
of the asecnd gyeat watereray {the Chicago-Illinois river) he-
tween Canada gad Lendziana.

Open warfars was onoe more alight in the Upper Coun-
trw, but the allies wera zlow to aitack the dreaded Foxee.
Even after Vaudrenil’s dramatic snnouncement that he aban-
doned them to their fate, the weighboring tribesmen refused
to take the warpath. The Detroit saveges declined to bo
again duped w= rther had been in 1716, Only the Chippews

14 Charlevoly, Jowrael Hizlorigee, 111, pp. 381, 3EZ.

11 Dur only authoritles for this are the Foxss epeech to Montlgny
at L& Bare, in Wir. Higl. Colle, xvi, pp. 418422, apd the account in
Charleveix®s Histery, v, pp. 71, T3, These do not agree In detslls.
The former represants the attack ag & Fox vietory, and desires praise
for sparing the llvee af the Tiinofs. The latier represants 1t A8 2
Fox defsat. bt gdmits that the Illinole abandonad the locality Der-
mauently end wlthdvaw g the Missizalppl viInges,

12 Charlavalx, Journal Higtorique. L), p. 268,
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and Ottawa of Saginaw respouded to the appeal. If the sav-
ages were lukewarm in pressing che war, the officers et the
forta were no less disinclined. In 1724 the French mindster
writes sharply to the governor that he bas lesrned that the
eommandente gt Detroit, Mackinae, end other places prevent
reids npon the Foxes. This can only be o serve their ows
mterests he declares, to the detriment of the government of
Louviziana which suffers great lossen through the Foxes'* The
commandant of the [lincis forts thet the colony is almost
runincd through their attacks: *“We ave killed everywhera by
the Renards, to whom Cenada supplies weapons and powder
# #* % The Beaver in their district cavse this Greai car-
nage among et
Bo long, therefore, s the Foxes confined their attacks to
the rival colony of Iilincis, the commandants ai the Canadiem
poats showed little interest thercin, A roysl arder proseribed
the seliing of powder or weapons to the Foxes,'* and the com-
plaints from Louisiana having finally reached the toyal ear,
" the governor of Cenada was commanded to stop their depre-
dations against the Illincis. Aecting under thees ordars,
Lignery proceeded to Green Bay in the sumwer of 1724, and
having summoned the chiefs of the Renards, Sauk, and Win-
nchago to weet him, adjnsted & peace lbotween them and the
Saulteur and Ottawa, without including the Tlineis™ For
this measure he received a sharp rebuke from the royal court,
“Tt looks as if he tricd to ruin the fur-trade from Louisiana.*”
Again ip 1728, Lignery, acting nnder the spur of the au-
thorities in Fraoee, visited Green Bay, and summoned the
chiefs of all the tribes before him. Reluetanily they came,

nDghadion drekioer, 1904, Do 52,

o Wig, Hisl, Qolts., avi, pp. 451, 452,

16 Janddian Archiver, 1904, p. B2

16 TWix, Hist, Coila, xvl, pp. M4-451.

1T Qguedian Archives, 100, p. §2. Thes Illinole commandnnt shrewdly
puspests the gevermor of Canade Io thls compliclty againgt his ocol-
ouny; gea Wis, Higl. Culis., xvi, p. 466,
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and promised speciously to make peacc with the [llinels, to
send their chiefs to Montreal, and to accept a missionary and
French commandant within theiv village.™ Father Chardon,
however, who eided in the negotistion, reportcd that as lomg
an the Foxes had an assured refuge amonp the Biouz, wu
long they would be insolent and unroly.*

The new governor, Charles de }a Boische, Marquis ge
Beavharnsis, who srrived in the colony in Augnst, 17286, came
ont determined to act vigorously, snd to break up the official
connivanca ai the Hensrds' misdoings. Aceording to direc-
tiome reocfved from Franee, he at onee arranged for a post
among the Biocux, and taking advantage of the brief tranquil-
ity secured by Lignery’s peace, sent a comsidershle eomvey
through the Fox-Wiseonsin waterway to build a fort on Lake
Pepin.  Father Guignas is the chronicler of this expedition,
und deseribes tho *“pabins of the Benwrda, 8 natiom so dreaded,
and really very little to be dreaded. * * * They hare
only simple cabinz of bark withomt any sort of palisade or
other fortification. When the French canoes tonehed their
ghores, they ran dewn with their peace caluimets lighted in
epite of the rain, and evcrrbody smoked.”™™  Tefore the end
of October, Fort Beauharvois was finished on Lake DPepin,
and there the new governor's féte-day was celebrated with fire-
works, which =0 slermed the Sionx that “the women and
childeen took to flight, and the most eourageons of the men
eried for mercy, wnd nrgently asked that the astonishing play
of thia terrible medieine shonld be made to ceaseM™™

The Sicux fort onee built, the new governar-general threy
off the mazk of copeiliation, and avnouneed his intention of
“striking & Hignal blow, that may lower the pride of the sav-
agen snd overthrow the projects of onr Enemies,”™  Desli-

18 Fidd., Dp. 464458, For the speeches on this oceagion, see fd., 111,
pp. 1341646, -

wrd, zeil, p. 1.

¥ hid., pp. 3, 24,
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ettes, at Fovt Charters, seid that the surest meathed to be
rid of trouble would be to destroy the Foxes, Lignery had
objected that this would be dangerous if unsuasessful. Never-
theless the new governor, impetaouwsly eager to distinguish the
beginning of his term of servies hy an avspicious feat of arms,
prepared the ill-fated expedition.” Ligoery, as the most com-
petent officer in the Indian country, was chosen to command.
There seems to ba a slight suspicion that Lignery acted with
bad faith: certainly, after bis failure he was severely blamed
for unnecessary delays, unwarranted trust in & savage envoy,
and other like blunders. He hinself ativibutes his failure
to lack of oooperation on the part of the Jllinols command-
AL i

Wa possess three original nerretives of this expedition,
thet of the commandant, of the chaplain, and of the governow
general™  'The socond of these iz most circunstantial and full
of pieturesque details. ‘The good Recollect father, Fmanuel
Crespel, not long in the Naw World, waa filled with bhorror
at the ervel tormenta that befell the captursd prisomers, and
romonstrated in no measnred terms with the Christian In-
dians of the Cenadian missions, who composed a large portion
of the Iudian sontingent. The Winnebago had flod from
their village at the head of the lower Fox, the three Henard
villagez beyond wers empty, & hundred cances having ze-
movd the women and children, while the armed men had
marched overland. TLignery deapairing of pursuit, burmt the
villages and cornfields, and wpon his retreat destroyed the
post st Green Bay as no longer safe for a French gacrison.
Ha took precantion glso to warn the Sioux poet, where after a
hasty coneultation, the commander, chaplpin, and ten othera
took canoes koping to reach the Illinols. Arrested by a
wandering party of Mazcontin and Iickapos, they wera keps

21 Bee the aunovanes of the ministry in Prance at this unauthorizad
sxpedition. 72, zvil, po. 2%, 22.

Mig,. v p M, ovll, p, T4, )

= 7d., pp. E7-895; ¥, pp. 4T-52; Tvil, pp. 21-36.
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for days in suspense regarding their fate. Twice an angry
party of Renards attempted to wrest themn from their captors,
but by much addresa they won over the iribesmen, who finaliy
epresd to make peace with the Illincds, and bregk the Fox al-
Lignce. With this fortunate bit of diplomacy, Beauharnois
conscled himself for the failure of the great expedition.®

In truth the results of the czpedition were greater than
eould heve Leen predicted frem its appargnt failure. The
policitations of the French had eroused all their neighbors
againat the fugilive Foxes In the summer of 172D, Beau-
haroniz cxborted the faithful tribesmen who visited him at
Montreal “to destroy the Foxes, and mnot to suffer on this
eirth a demon capable of eonfounding or opposing our friend-
ly alliance.”® Accordingly, that antumn a large party of
Ottawa, Chippews, and Winnebago fell apor & Fox hunting
party and made great havoe among them,™ It was significant
thet g porticn of the Winnebhego had phandoned the Fox ulli-
ance. With the loss of these allies, end the Kickapoo and Mas
coutin, and the temporary abandonment of the Sionx and Iowa,
the fate of the rebels secrmed sealed. They even wvemtured
g8 far se 5, Joseph to beg for pesce, and their epirit seemed
to the ¥rench anthorities to be utterly sowed.™

Meanwhile a new officer bad been semt to the Foz country,
one who was to be instrmwental in finally ending these
wara. This was PMierre Paul la Peorritre, Sieur Marin, who
repaired to the Monominee village, and received deputations.
from the repentant Winnebago, who assured him that they
were submigsive and obedient children of Onontic, and that
nothing eould chango their hesris,™ A severa test of their
fidelity to the French ccenrred early in the spring of 1730.
Iaving ventured back to their village on Doty Tsland, they

% rhid., pp. 36-63,

¥ id., ¥, B. M6,

28 fiid., b LM xvil, p. X1,
ok, pp. 83, 67, T

A vid., p. 50,

[ 3731



Wisconsin Historical Society

wera suddenly sttuched by a large force of Foxes, who were
especially enraged at their deservion. Marin went to their
aepistance with a forae of Folle Avoines end & few Frendhmen.
After a giege that lasted a month and a hslf, the Foxzes finally
abandoned their position in discoursgement.®

It seoms to have been at this time that tha Foxes were
seeretly offered an asylun amoeng the Iroguois, and agsured
of 4 passege through the lands of the Ouiatenon, Dubmis-
son at Mackinac was in the midst of preparations for a war-
party for their extermination® when news suddenly reeched
the sonthern posts of a great migration, end arrengernents
wors immedialely set on fo0f to binder it. A hand of Maseou-
tin, Kickapoo, and Ilineis, who hed =o lately became recon-
riled throogh the efforts of De Boucherville, deseried the
Renards on the march, and at onée votified the commandants
ai Fort Chartres, 8Bt Joseph, and Miami. A messcnger was
likewise despatehed to Detroit, but too late to recore sssistance
therefrom. Parties of savages with supporting French were
at ¢nee made up te the amount of oearly fonrteen hoodred
men. Coulon de Villiers from St Joseph, as the senior of-
ficar, tock eommand; Nieolas Joseph de Novelles browght the
reinforcement from Mismi; Jean de St Ange lad the Tlhi-
nois gontingent. The Foxer seeing themselves pursued, stood
at bay, hastily constructad & fort in the prairie, sixty lesgnea
sonth of the end of Lake Michigan,™ and dcfended theni-
gelves during a prolonged siege of twoniy-three days., The
besicgers attempted to shmt off the water supply, but the
Foxez dug underground passages to the small praivie stream
near by, and held their own,  Several of the besleging tribes-
men seeretly sympathized with the vietims, the Sunk sup-
plied them with provisions, and all the allies besonght De
Villiers to graut the Renards their lives, This request he
indignantly spurned and the besieged continoed the fight

a1 Ibid., po. B3-100.
ez g ¥, po. 106, 107,
ws I, avil, po 125
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with their characteristic conrage, making desperate though
wnsneeesstul  sorties, Finelly hunger began to pinch both
armies, The Foxes bad eaten their skin coverings; no hope
wes left but en cseape.  On the night of Septemnber 9, favored
by & terrible storm of wind and rain, they stole from the
sheltoring fort, end hestened awey over the praivies, The
erving of the little children betrayed them; the pursuers
gained wpon them, cumbered with their women and childven,
and predat carnage ehsved. Three hundred warriors wete
killed or eaptured ™ six hundred women and children abao-
Intely destroyed.  The fifty or sixty who eacaped threw sway
all anns and ammwunition, end were botly pursued by the rictor-
iong glliga*"  Coulon de Yilllers ssnt bis son to Quebee ag A
spacial envoy to carry the news, and prescst to the governor
a2 wretched Tenard prisomer. “Tranquility for so many
years digturbad in the upper country, will now reign,” writez
the governor in exulration,™

Tracked and harassed on every side, tho wretchod fuynitives
took the last desperate step, sent two of their vew chiefs to
Montreal to make snbmission, The governov promised them
their lives if they would keep the peace and send him hoe-
tages the following year, He admits however, thai this waa
bot a subterfnge, and that he only waited the epportumity of
entting off the lsat remnant of chese wreiched rebels. No
wonder the Foxea were alwaya anspicious, and feaved tresch-
ety, their entira experience with the Freneh anthoritios had
been & trajuning therein. '

During the succeeding yeer another act of treachery con-
firmed their suspieione. A band of Hvron and Iroquois
mission Indians left Canade in the winter of 1731-32 to go
atd “eat np” the remsining Repards, The governor. al-
though not giving final consent, opposed 2o ohstacle to this

ad Home reporis #af two huodred,

3% For the severol contetrporary aceounts see Tris. Fist Cobls., ¥, DD.
107, 1087 xvil, ph 100-1032, 100-118, 129, 1a0.
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expedition, and when overtaken by this foree on snowshoes,
in the depth of the Wisconsin forest, the Renerds exolaimed,
“Tt i3 our Father Onontio, who kes cauneed us to be killed”
Three hundred fell victima to thiz wnexpected sassult, and but
thirty ttne Renards wore said to bave esonped®

Both the Sioux post and that of Green Bay having been e
estublisked during the yeer 1731,™ the few poor refugees from
the onee haughty Renard tribe came begging for peace and
their livesa. They had no allies left. The Sioux had spuraed
them, the Muscontin and Kickapoo had gone over to the
enemy, the Sauk had all returned to the Bay and placed their
village under the protection of the French fort, Thither
cama the prond Kiala, the inveteraie enemy of the French,
and offerad his life for the lives of hiz tribe. e Villiers,
who in reward for his brilliant victory in 1730 had been pro-
moted to cornmand gt the Bay, took him to Montresl, whera
the governor, still fearing hie powers, had him {ransported to
Martinique.”  There, under the blazing tropicsl skies,
chained in a sleve gang, the greai chisf did not lomg anrvive.
His wife who had followed him i Canada, eseaped from her
gaclers, and let ns hope fornd her way Back ence more to her
loved Wisconsin lend.**

The conditions the governor granted the defosted Foxes
werg bard. The entire remnant of the tribe was to be traps-
ported to elavery at Momtreal, and if resistance was made, all
were to be killed. Complete extermination was deereed-
Whiln thess nepotiations were taking place, tha Foxes with
a flash of their old spirit, fortified themselves on Take Mar
smeg, and ronted a Huron party coming from Detroit to
work their destruotion.® The war with the Foxes seemed
ended. The allies were ordered to torn thelr arms against

w IMd., po. 148-154.

8r fEid, Dp- 167198,
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the Chickasaw, whe were harassing the colony of Louisisna.
De Villiers set forth in full seeurity for the Upper Country,
to annihilate the last remamant of the Fox tribe, and crown
his vietory with the entire destroetion of these savages who had
#0 lomg disturbed the peace.

But the Frenok had presumed too far oo the complaisance
of the savages. Hated as the Foxes were, the other tribes saw
in their destruetion a presage of doom. Especially their kinas-
men the Sank, slthough wntil now amoog the French al-
lies, hesitated to deliver them to slavery and death. De
Villiera, with cverweening eonfidence in his aunthority, pro-
oeeded to Ureen Bry and demanded of the Seuk, the Renards
secreted in their village. Upon their delay to deliver them
ip, be zent word ke wonld coane for thewn himself. Suor-
reunded by bhis family, with an insuffieient guard, be presented
himaslf at the door of the Bauk fort, and sttempting to foree
a passage was fired npon, hiz young son killed st his side, and
he himgelf feli vietim to the aure aim of & Sank boy of
twalve,* A battle ensusd at the gatea of the fort, and tha
elder son of Le Villiers, who afterwards met Mejor George
Washingten npon the Ohio in 1764, pursued the mwmrderera
25 they fled and batiled all day nesr the Butte des Morts.
The Freoch lost heavily in thie action, and veport the number
of wounded enemies considerable, but vnknown, This affair
had several important comseqhences; it marks the shandom-
ment of Green Bay by the Bank and Foxes; from this time
alaa datea the uniom of these two tribed, #o close that it be
came a practical amalpamstion; and the Fox wars were r=
opensd. The Weatern allica once more espoused their cause,
and in the land of the Iows the courageous ensmy built &
new fort, and swaited results.'

o7 Wig, Hisf. Cpile., rvii, pp, 188, 189, 200-24. Tha losm: tradition
ip to be foupd in I, UL o 200, and vili, pp. 207, 208. Aa related by
Anpugtin Grigron the French Ared firsd end killsd sn Indlan, there
upon the fire was returmed end Black bird shot the commandant

41 In eastern Iows, on the Wapstplnleon Hiver.
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This took the form of & land expedition that wes entrust
&l to tha care of De Noyelles, whe had been second in eom-
mand at the defeat of the Fozes in 1730, Eighty-four
French volunteers wore enlisted with two hundred miszsion
Indians, and re-inforcements were eellected en route from the
somthern posts, Leaving Capada in Avgust, 1734, the ex-
pridilion was seven months on the march, and only reached the
neighborhood of the enemy the following spring. Led astray
by falsa guides of the Bickapoo tribe, they finally arrived af
Wepsipinicon Hiver only to discover the enemy fled to the
Des Moinee, whers a slight skirmigh tonk place April 18,
1735, with little result but to discourage the attacking party
and cawse their retrest. The eommandant De Noyelles was
diseredited &t court, for his failure, which the governor-gen-
eral did his beat to mininize.® De XNoyvelles consolad himaelf
with the Seuk’s promiss to separate from the Fozes and re
turn to the Bay, but this proved but a apecions pledge, raleu-
lated to deceive none bat the credunlous evmmmmder.

Fatber le Boullenger, Fesuit missiongry in the IMinois, wrote
in 1736, “The court was deceived when it was informed the
TRenards were destrayed.”* After the affair at Green Bay,
and the killing of De Villiers, the other tribes, far from per-
peenting the Foxen, sent bask ell their prisoners that they held,
furnished them with arms and ammuonition, and secrotly en-
ooizraged their revolt, As Beacharnels expressed it to the
miniater, “Yon may imagine, Mouseigneur, that the Sevagea
have their poliey a3 we have Oure, znd they are not greaily
plensed at sceing a nation destroyed, for Foar that their tarn
may come. They manifest Much erdor foward the French
end act quite differently. * * * The Havages s a rofe
greaily fenr the French, but they do not love them. ATl that
they manifest towarda them is Never Bincera it

Too weak to sttempt concerted action, the vemmant of the

w4 CWin, Hist, Colte, Tvif, pp. 205240, 215233,
18 fhid., p. 25%, ndte.
o Thid,, . 254
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Renards deterwined to divide inte small bands and strike
blindly in thair despair. The Sauk, meanwhile, interceded
for them and themeelves, but ecould obtain for the Foxes a
promise of pardon only on condition that they should dis-
perse among the other triles, and that no mention should be
made of the nane ¢f Hemards, whoe had se disturbed the
earth,’ Thiz wes too hard o eondition to be eccopted. The
Sicux onee more mede overtures to the discouraged Foxos,
and became so turbulent that Sieur de Bt. Pierre was obliged
to shandon the post in their country early in 1737, and all
the faithfnl French Todians united in pleading for their
ancient snemies at the Montreal couneil of the same year**

Asg the governor was unzhble to refuse this petition, he grand-
iloquently made a virtne of his necessity, and pranted o pen-
etel pardon, which he eonsidered a stroke of policy, tending to
petico 0 the Upper Country. But this proved but a harren
peace.  Only the Menominee vet remained at the Bay; neither
Winnchago, Fox, nor Sank counld be induced to return to their
accient seats, whieh were stained with their own and French
blvod, and ne longer in the gves of the superstitious savages
would produce erops. **

Therefore the allied tribes gathered at Rock River, and
took up their ehode near the lead mines, that were afterwards
to prove to them a soures of wealth. The governor-peneral,
wishing tr watch their movements, to detach them from the
Sicux, end restrain them from injuring the Iilinois, aent
Sieur Marin to their territory with orders to build & -fort,
and watch the snapected tribes. In 1738, this offiesr pro-
ceeded to the Wostern country,”™ and by edroii skill and ad-
drees for five years kept the turbulent tribesmen in some

1 Itd., p. 258; Coaadien Archives, 1904, p. £39.

s Wis. Fist, OoRe., TVl pp. 264, 287276,

i Firid., p. B19.

¢ Marin's post wae on the lowa 9lde of the Misaleslppi, a few miles
below Erairle du Chlen; wee Wis, Hist. Qoll4., ix, p. 289, The poat on
Lake Pepin thereln neted, was huilt in 1760,
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sort of subjection. Marin was ao srrant trader, and his oper-
etions were viewed with moch distrust by the court of Ver
eailles, and the puvernor was frequently sdmonished to recall
him,*  Warnped, bowever, Ly past experience, Beaunharnois
naured the minister thst this officer was the only ocue who
could keep peace in the Upper Conniry, and left him at his
post.  He persupded & Fox chief to visit Moatreal in 1738,
to thank tho governor for his elemency on bebalf of his tribe.
This wes the firat Renard to seek the French, since the ill-
fated Kiala hed :uet his doom. Beavharnoils recsived him
graciounsly, snd the minds of the suspicious savages were for
the moment reassured. The gathering for the Chiskssaw
axpedition the next year struek terror to thelr hearts. Soek-
ing Marin at his fort they exclaimed: “We had resolved fo
do what Qur Father Onontio demanded of Us, to 20 and =
kindle our fire on onr Former land st La Baye, but to-day we
sen cloarly that we are dead. We awsit the thunder which
kanga over our hends ready too erush us”™  Having remssured
theas on this seore, Merin renewed his applicstion 1o the tribes
te rotnen to the Bav., The Winnebago finally consented,
and by 1741 a larpe portion of them oecupied their old villape
pite.""

The Bank and Foxea still romained distrnstfnl; secretly
encouraged by vagubond traders at Chiesgo and Milweaukee,
they remained in their new villages, near Rock River, and in
1741 Lkilled several Frenchmen in the INinois, and drew out
the threat of another puoitive expedition.™

The following yesr, however, they rielded to Marin's
solicitations, and sent 4 number of their chiefs to Montreal,
where the governor made conciliatory speeches, gave them
back four prisomers of their tribe, end received them among
the smmber of hia faithful alliee.™ The Fox wars wers

JR—

5 Cgpodign Arvehipes, 1904, pp, 259, Z04.

€3 Wiz, Hist, Colls, xvll, p. 820

5% frid., 367, 400,

Ei [Eid., pp. 338, 330, y
k6 JMd,, pp. 404, 416
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practically at an end. Marin, relieved st his own request,
wias succeeded by Paul Louis Dazenard, Sienr de Lusignan,
who reaping the fruit of Marin’s policy, succeeded in collect-
ing the scettered Foxes and Hauk in one village tributary to
the Bay,'

But the harvest of rebellion wae yet to be reapcd. The
French heving by their treatment of this one tribe sown
the wind in the Tpper Country, were yet to reap the
whirlwind. King George's War, begun in the Old World
after a long season of pesce, reawakenad animosity betwoen tha
French and English colonics in the New. With the pres-
aurc of war, and the growing peculation among the highest
officers of the provinec, goods became exorbitent in priee,
and the meat docile of the allied Indians rebelled against the
exfortion. In 1747 the great snd henes; Governor Beanhar-
nois was recalled, and the way wes opened for that giganvie
systern of plunder and graft that brovght New France to its
ewift end., The same year e rebellion flamed up in the Upper
Country. The two eentral posts of Detroit and Michilimack-
inge werc both destined for swrprise and plunder by their
domiciled Ivdians. The Mismi already disaffected, and long
intriguing with English traders, boldly sntered the conspireey.
Even the Illineis, sunk in sloth and subjection, were aronsed
against their masters, The Mississegua snd Sanlteur cawvght
the eontagion, and mwrdered Freach fraders at Sanit Sie.
Marie und the Huron Islands, The Sioux, Foxea, and Ssuk
“strnek wherever an opportunity presented ® The Towa killed
some Frenemen.”® Ouly the Potawatomi at St. Josephs, wn-
der the immediate eontrol of their commendant Marin, re-
mained Taithfal.

Prompt and vigoruns methods at all the posts, to which the

5% Idid., P. 437, There I8 no cortein fndication of the location oI thix
rillage. I am Inclined te think It thet of SBauk Prairls on the Wiscon-
Ein, bat It mar have been merrer the old site at Geeen BEoy.

T N, ¥, Coien, Doct., X, D £T.

A Wi Hist. Colls, xvili (atill I MA).
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ablest officers were sent, resulted . re-establishing French
ascendeney for the remaining years of the colony's existouce.
2t Fierre at Mackinae arrested socmie of the murderers, snd
sent them to Montreal. But while going down in a hoat to
Quchec, these mgnacled and uparmed savages overpowered
gcvenl soldiers, drowned them in the river, and made their
escape.  Novertheloss the work of pacifieation proceeded. In
1750 the Foxes, Sauk, Winuebago, Menominee, Senlteur, and
Blouz met the new governor, Mammuis de la Jongnitre, at
Quebee, and “assured me of their fidelity and complete sub-
mizsion.™ The same year the sommandant at La Baye,
Steur Milom, was drowned while hunting cn the waters of the
hax.

An oppartunity, therefore, presented itself to the mew gov-
ernoc and hiz confederates to share the epoile of chis profitable
post in Wiseomsin, Ea Jonguidre, Bigot, Bréard, 5. Picrrs,
and Marin foroed a parmpership e exploit this country.
Merin, whose skill in managing the tvilesnen was well known,
waa to ba the resident partmer. Part of the plan was to re-
establish the ¥invx post, and draw furs from their rich prov-
inee. In 1750 Matin retwned to the site of bis former ex-
pleita, and after franquilizing the trihes si Green Bay, ad-
vanoe! tn the Mississippt end built his fort on Lake Pepin®®
The profita were reported at 130,000 livres £ vear.  Although
Marin found the tribes at La Baye very tmeasy, and although
& war broke onf between Sioux, Fenards, and Back, and the
Tilinois, yet on the whole the trede remsined satisfastory and
in the words of Bougninville, the oxploiting firm found that
“peace was more prefitable than war, ™™

Ta this petriod has been assigned the vongeance of Marin
apens the Fex village, an noted in traditional lore, aecording
to which companies of soldiers in eannes, Toaded apparently

= Ihdd,

20 Fidd. also Margry, Decous gt Stodl, vl p. €38 Wemoires twédiles
(Paris, 1867}, p. 50.

o Fpid., p. 59
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with simple merchandise, were concealed beneath tarpaulin
and advanced wp tbe Fox River. TUpon the demand of the
Renarda for their tribute, the disguize was thrown off, the de
ceived Foxes shot down without merey, and thelr village
destroyed by fire. Thus runs the story, related with many
varintions in reesllections wnd legendary memnories.®™ Whether
even with the eountensnee of the governor, Marin wonld bave
dared thus (6 embroil the Upper Country, and break the
pedce he had so earcfully fostered, is a question for discus
sion. Suffice it 0 say that eontemporary docnments, so far
83 known, are completely silent in reforemes to any auwch aet
of teeaclery; and it is incompatible with hia commereial prin-
eiple that “La T*aix vant mieux que la guerre” (peace {5 move
profitable than war),

To 1753 Marin wes withdrawn to bulld & chain of oew
forts Iwing orecied upen the Obic.  The profits of this most
profituble post of Ta Baye were granted, ot first for & term
of vears, finally in 1730 for life, 16 Arwand de Rigand,
brother of the new governor,™ Mavquis de Yandrewl. Tha
younger Marin retained covnmand of the Sioux post, where he
made peace for the Tllinois, with the allied Sioux, Winnebago,
Tox, and Sgulk.®

After the ontbreak of the French and Iandian War, we
cateh bt few glinpses of affairs in the Upper Cowntry. In
1755 it was reported that this region was preatly neghected and
the tribea at war with one apcther, The same year Oitawa,
Fox, Bauk, and Meoominer chiefs visited Vandreuil at Mon-
treal.”® Large contingents of Wiseonsin Indians par-
tieipated in  the chief battdes, Prohable there were
Femards and Savk In the army of Laoglsde that in 1782
sttacked the Miami chief ai Pickawillpny, and destroyed that
nest of Dritish renegades on the Great Miami., 'The same

o Wiz, Higt. CoMs. |0, pp. 206209 v, o102,
a2 Id,, xvii,

64 Thid,

a1 Fiig.
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tribesmen no doult sccompanied this officer to the Monon-
gahela and took pavt in the defeat of Braddoek, and the rav-
age of the snrroutding country. Certpin it is that under
the command of Marin junior end their interpreter Pierre
Reaume®™ they were at the siege of Fort William Henry iu
1757, During the denth etrugple of New Franee, in the bat-
Hes around Quebee in 1769, Sauk and ¥oxes agein mede part
of Langlade™s anny, and joined In the atteck on Walfe's ad-
vanee at Montmorency Falls, July B, 1758.™

But if in ber declining years the Foxes were loyal to the
colony of New Franes, the bBlow they had inflicted on her
prosperity end prestige in the Upper Country by the long
gories of intermittent wara extending over nearly sixty years
of ber history, had gided in bringieg abouwt her downfall
The French colouial system had proven itealf inadequzis, s
bogsted control of the Indias had been defested by ome tribe,
the persistent defianne of the Renards hed wrounghkt eonfusion
apd dismay. In the words of Father Charlevoix, *The Tro-
quoia had reised up ageinst vs @ new enemy as brave as them-
selves, less politic, much fiercer, whom we have never beon
able to suhdue or tane, snd whe like those insecta that seem
to have as many lives as paria of thoir body, sprang to life
again, =0 to say, after their defeat, and reduced almost fo w
handful of Dbrigands, appear averywhere, have aroused the
hetred of all the pations on thia continent, and for the lzet
twenty-five years rnd more interrupt conrmerce and render the
roads impraeticable for five bondred lesgnes around.  These
sre the Outagamie commonly called Foxea”™

Upon the surrender of the T'pper Comntry to the English,
the fort at La Baye wan ncenpied on Oetober 12, 1761, by
Lient. James Gorrell with 4 garrison of seventeen soldiers of
the 60th infantry, Traders had preceded the scldiers into
Wisponsiu territory, and fownd the Sauk and Foxes inclined

s T, Colow, Doct,, x, GO8, G360,

& Wi, Hist, Oolly, v, p. 140,

o Charlevolx, History, v, p, 258.
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to the English intereat.™ Dwuring Pontiac’s couspiracy it
wha the Sank, Foxes, and Menominre who protecied the Briv
ish garrison at Green Bay, and resoved from the hands of the
hostile {Miawn the prigoncrs tuken at Mackinae.™ Thors cen
be no doubt that French influence was lsgs poient in Wiscon-
sin thau elsewhere in the Upper Country, and that by thia
meuns the garrieon st Fort Edwerd Augustus was saved from
ruthless maseaere.

The history of the Trox Indigng doring the hundred yoars
of tha French regime, us outlined in the previous survey, may
he snmmarized a= follows;

1. The entry of the Foxea inte Wisconsin. and their life
upon the Wolf River, covering approxinately the years 1865-
80. ‘This is the pericd of their first contuct with the French,
and of the Jesuit mission of Saint Mare.

2. The pericd of partial Freneh control, and of Feox
River brigandage, approximately I1680-1710. During this
period tho great village of the iribe was located nenr Lake
Petit Butts des Morts, and the inflvence of La Salle, Perrat,
andg Duluth was sufficient to keep the Foxes in a messure of
sabjection, They aspived to ecntrol the Fox—\Visconsin water-
way and the trade with the Slonx,

8. Period of open warfare, 1712-33—from the siege of Do
troit to the fingl axpulsion of the Foxes from the Fox River
vallsy., During this period the Foxes built up their great
confederaey, but were overpowerad by the eombined attacks of
the Trench allies and Fremch officers.

4, Bauk and Fox union and gradual sehmission, 1733-80.
Doring this period the allisd tribea found their homes on the
Wisconsin River, and beyond the Missiesippi. They gradu-
ally gave over their fierce opposition, were treated with
leniency by the French authorities, regained the friendship of
the =zorrounding tribes, and beeame suhmiesive fo French

oo Wiz, Eief, Cotla., §, p. 26; {1, v, 234, 2335,
T id, |, po. #-LT.
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authority ; never, however, becoming entirely docile or yielding
their hard-won sutonomy,

The Fox wars, which were closed by lenioncy and diplomacy
on the part of French officials, were induoed and prelonged by
serions mistakes of adminmistration. Their canses are to ba
sought not only in the character of the tribe itself—hardy, sus-
picious, jealous of its rights and of great personal pomers—hut
in faulty methods of the Fremch ecolonial system. The
policy of removing and congregating tribes sround a French
post indueed frietion that produesd war. La Salle's
colonial ayatemn in Illineis brought the Renards to their
strategic position on Fox Iliver, where they quickly lenrmad
the advantapes of their position, Ta Methe Cadillac's con-
ceotration about Tetroit brought inte play animoeities that re-
sulted in the outbreak of 1712, The jeslonaies of rival posis,
and partienlariy thet betwsen the offirers of Canada and
Louisizne, gave opportunity to the wily ravage to play off ene
party against the other. The French in ihe Dlinois com-
Tlained that the Canadisn traders gave the savages to under-
stand thet they were a different sort of white men, and not en-
titled to the Indians' regard.

But chiefly it was the fur-trade, with all itz ramifications of
self-interest, that provoked and prolonged the wars. While
for the interest of the eolony at large, peace among the Tn-
dizns of the Uppar Conntry best promoted sconsmic pros-
perity, nevertheless adventurone and illegal traders found
large peraomal profits in a atate of war. Never did the Foxes
lack for weapons or ammuwition, cbtained at exorbitant priees
from illieit tradevs. French offcers viewed with some com-
placeney attacks upon the huutere of another post, which in-
creased the prices and profits of their ewn, FEven a punitive
expeditirn gould Be tnmed to profit, if both govormmment and
savages wors skillfolly exploited.  Thet the Fox wars dragged
their slow length over so many decades of the history of New
Franeo waa largely due to the oppoeition of private interests
in the fur-trade, rather than to considerations of the public wei-

fars,
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The history of the Fox Indians during the Freach reging
is teld ie the annals of their enemies and conguerors, Only
occagional glimpscs ere preserved to us from the iranslation
of their speeches, to indieate therr own point of view, to por-
tray their wrongs, to glorify their heroes. The snnalist with
some knowledge of Indian psychology must read between the
lines, and interpref events in the light of their barbarie, hence
limited, comprehensinn, Viewed from this standpoint the
Fox wers beeome & national rebellion, the revolt of & brave and
independent race from the exnetions ¢f French tradsrs, and
the debasing snbmission to French officers, Throvghous their
eourse, the French authorities eleim to have dizcerned the
machinations of the English, snd the iveidipus influsnce of
the Iroquoiz, Study of the conditions Jeads to the belief thaf
thia influence 1s largely exaggerated, that instead of their wara
being instigated by the Iroqueds, it was the Foxes who sought
ths aid of the latter in the atruggle for independence. The
Foxes' veliance therein was upen harbaric strength, and not
upaon & rival civilization. Now and agein oue catches glimpsos
of herpie fignres among the rebellious tribesmen. Tamousea,
hnriling the defiant ery at Dubuisson for his treachery, "Enow
that the Renard is immortal!” dying later o hostage at Mon-
treal of the dreaded disease of amall-pox; Kiala, *“the inatigator
of all their misdeads,” offering himself g sacrifice for the life
af his people, and dying in the tropical heats of the island oi
Martivigque. Shadowy figures these, but worthy to =tand in
the ball of fame beside the heroie Pontiac or the wily Teeum-
ech, witnesses of the heroie impulse which atira the bheart of
mankind whether in a white or & ved man’s spirit.

Striking and picturesgue as sre the variows incidents of
the Fox wars, it 1s by their influence upon history that their
importance must be judged. They led in the fivet place to a
change in the trade routes in the Upper Country. The Fox-
Wisconsin waterway being contralled by this hostile tribe, and
the 1llinviz—Chieago vowie often rendered umsafs, the vonies
by Lake Superinr were developed, the Grand Portage to the
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Northweat discovered, and the far regions of Winnipeg and
Basknichewan opened by daring Frenoh explorera. Omn the
other hand, ecommunication by the wsusl routes between
Louisisna and Canada being interrupted, the portagea from
Erio and Omtario to the Ohlo were opened—an effect which
brought about the clash of intereata that resulted in, or rather
precipitated, the Fremch and Indian War,

The Fox wars likewise proved s training sohoo! for officers in
the later colopipl wars. St Pierre and Coulon de Villiers,
whom Washington encountersd on the Allegheny, bad com-
manded in Wissonsin for many years. The elder and younger
Marin, Cléloron de Blainvills, Dazenard de Lusignan, Boueher
ds le Perridre, members of the Le Moyne, Repentigny, and
Ramezny famiiies, all useful officers in the finel struggle of New
France, had learned the trade of war and the ecommand of sav-
sge auxiligries in the contests of the TUpper Country, Charles
de Langlade, bred at Maskinae, aided in the defeat of Brad-
doekc, and fought upon the Plains of Ahraham.

Finally, the Fox wars proved to be “the entering wedge of
roin for the French Dominion in Ameriea.”! Whether the
great inferior. vallaye wore to romain under Franch, or pass to
English control, was the problem of {he eighteenth century in
America, The chstinste resistance of thiz cne barbarons
tribs in the forests of Wisconsin changed French policy in the
Western country, weakened French dominion over her savagsa
allies, and sef in motion forees that gave the rivers and praf':rie:!
of the Great West to the English-speaking race.

7t Hebberd, Freach Domdniot in Wisconsin, p. 183,
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