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Settlement of Green Lake
County

By Richart Dart

Exploration

About the last of April, 1840, my Father, Anson Dart, started
southward from Green Bay with Bamuel W. Beall® to explors
the (ireen Lake conntry, which, having been purchased from the

L The folilowlng narratlve wap gecured by Rev, Samuel T. HKldder of
MeGregor, Jowa, in 1906, when presideot of Ripon Histerica] go-
clety, Mr. Eidder bad meveral igterviews with LRichard Durt, and
mach of the narrative 18 ln the latter's awn phraming Afferwards,
when In manugeript, 1t was carefully revigad by him. Richard Dart,
mon of Andon akd Bliza Catlls Dart, wad badn May 12, 1823, in New
York efty. HIs removal with hlp father's family ta the township of
Dartlord, Wia, i herein narmated, Mr, Dart gflll llvez in Lha viclnityr
in axcellent hezlth, and with a3 remarkable memory for him early
Wisconain experlences.—Eo.

¢ Bamual W, Beall waz of Marrland birth (1307), and educated st
Lnian College. Aftar hiw marrlage n 1927 he removed to Wiseanain,
wlhery Io 18%4 he wae appainted recelver af puhblle landg af Crean Bay.
At the expiration of his term of office he went Hast, but m 1340 re-
turned to Wideoneln ln erder to locate there permanently. AHer sev-
arnl yentsd 11 the Gresn Lake country he remowed to the neighborhood
of Food du Lee¢, whara ha was agont for ths Stockbridze Irdisns. Ha
getved ' both copstitutiobal egnventiong, and was lleutcnant-governor
ln 185052, After locating ai Denver, Calg, for a few yearg (13653-41),
bg Talunteered [or Bervice, was chosen lieutenant-colonel of the 18th
Wiscongin reglment, and meverefy woundsd at Shiloh. At the clogs
af the war he removed to Helena, Mont., whera he wes shorily afier-
wards shot apd killed in an mltercation.—Eo.
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Settlement of Green Lake County

Winnehago Indiaps? had been surveyed in 1830 and opened to
the market in 1840, Heall having been In the land affice at
(Ireen Bay way interested in this Green Leke oountry, romors of
whose fertility and attegetiveness hoed reached hiz aars. Half-
hresds snd others were tolling what a besutiful region it waa,
Ho Tiegll god Dart started on horsebsek up the great douwble
Buttes des Morta trail* From Knraggsville (now the Algoma
distriet of Oshkosh) they followed the trail sopthwest until they
reached the place whera it ren a mile or two south of {Jreen
Lake. There they remsined some weeks exploring. Both
picked out lend that they approved.

Father chose an eighty-sere treet half s mile south from Green
Lake Sandetone Blaff, on & little sireem that ran in from Twin
Lakes, just east of Bpring Lake. The stream was much larger
ther than now. The lakes have reesded, snd the outlet 13 now
pearly dry. Father and 13eall went entirely arcwmd ihe lake,
exploring with s view to settlements  There were no zettlers

33r. Dart seys that the rank and fle of the Winnebege knew
wothing of this goveroment porchree. 1 was effected by agency mem,
wha got the chiefe drunk eod eecured the cesalon papers, The gov-
arnment pald we priocipsl, but nleety-nine wears” lotetest with no
enisll ta the Tndilan's tamily ar chlidrep aftar hie death. The raka
ot interast wae wmail, and mosily eaten op in advence through the
Indiatts gelting trusied BL Fort Winnebage afetey for soultsrated
ond polegmous whiskey, My, Oart congidars that the Indiang ware
badly treated by rawcally traders and agehts —8, T, K,

+The big Butte des Morim treil ran from Green Bay zlong the
northwest bEhK of Foxr River to Kbesgsgyille {now the Alzomz dis
trict of Oshlaeb}, thence southwest papt the slte of Ripon; theoce
wegterly to Marguette, the sest of Merqueite County; thence to Fort
Winoehago, et Portage. There were uo sgeiilers in tha Hipon or
Gregn Take reglat as yet. One braoch of the treil struck of o
Pawella spring aod Le Roy'es plamtation,
" Dr. H. L. Bames of Riwmo gaye that the trall croseed hie father'sz
larm, now ownad by Almon Bradley, thres miles nor{bwest of Mark-
epan, Theoce 1 went over the hill, past the old Whikiler place: it
then pasaed near Satteriee Clarks, and aorose to Dtdacom Steple’s
farm on Grand Pralrie. A som of Jobn 8, Horoer racellects that thle
trall pasacd by the Steels and Foltz ferm and kept near the timber
line elong the eige of the pralrle, and that Batterles Clark 1lved
nearly 3 beif mile north—8. T. K.
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there ms yet, only wigwams of the Winnebago grouped or soat.
tered round the lake, There wag no timber there then, bot cale
and clay openings, with Green Lake prairic to the soyth.”

Sertlement

Om returning to Green Bay, my father and brotherz bought a
large, wide skiff, something Hkoe 2 Durham hoat, big encagh to
hold & ton of merchandize, Thiz we loaded with provisions sand
supplies, and my father, my two brothers, Putnam and Charles,
and myeelf, then s boy of twelve, started up Fox River. We
worked our way alowly, rowing, poling, or towing by line. It
wias hard work heeause of the rapids. At the little and great
Eakalin or Chuotes? the government had military stations,
equipped with wide-wheoled, low earts, supplied with tackle;
and, for a considerstion, they hauled up boat, load and aii,
around the rapids.

Fox River wios then & rushing, broad steeam, a third larger
than it i3 now. DBesides the hard work it wes & lonely trip, for
wo eould nol talk Menominee—that was the tribe then most
prevalent on the lower Fox—nor eould the Indisns tall English.
We saw their larpe bark-eoversd houses made of peeled oak
bark hung over poles, placed between crotehed posts. Many of
them had zeen but few Americans befora,

Wa had neither raap nor guide, and the river was so winding
that it was all guness-work as to when we ghonld meet the Geeen
Lake outlet, now called the Puckayan, We supposed it would
ba the first stream mei after passing Lake Winonebago, Bo np
that stream we started.  The water began to grow bad-colored,
but we kept on. The miream grew smaller and smaller and
elogged with reeds. Doge fallen aeross it hed to be sawed off.
Progress was painfully slow. The third day from its mouth, we
eame ouf inte Kush Lake, ghallow and muddy, lined with broad
mwarshes, W were forty rods from dry ground, with mud all
aronnd.  We had to get out into the mud, nnload what camp
ontfit we needed for the nipght, and wade through the wud and

£3r. Dart was 0ot pergthally predent on thie flegt exploring trip,
but has heard his father describe it—@, T. I
o Ngw Krukeaune ang Lible Chutes—3 T. K.
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Settlement of Green Lake County

tarsh to A place dey enough for 2 camp. Swarms of mosquitoe
and deerflies were eating cur life gut. We saw flpclm of ducks
and praivie chiskens. The Indians were at thet time neerly all
awzy from this their popular resort. We were very tired, bot
there was nothing to do in the moroing but take onr stuff back
to the boat, turn round as best we could, and pole our way back
to the Fox,

We had no further mishaps, and when we actually saw the
CGreen Lake ontlet there was no doubt of it. Its stream of pure,
bright spring water shot clear asrose the river, We knew then
that we wera gl right.

It took ns two days to wind ap through the marshes to Green
Lake. The last night we camped opposite the present Dartford
boat-landing, where the road-bridee erosses toward Bherwood
Forest pesort. Tt was then serronoded with slders and marshes,
and we did not kuow, that beantiful Jane night {June 11, T8407,
that we were 3o near the lake. When we passed cut from the
thickeiz info Green Lake” the next morning, we shouted with
Jow.

There wag at this time no heavy timber atonnd the lalke, ex-
eepd af the foot, in the marshes—only what wore celled "elay
openings,’! burued over each sgfumn by the prairie fires, Com-
Ing up the crooled ontlet, we had in one place gone around over
a mile, by measure, to reach & pluee ooly e few rods from our
former position, whereas we eould have pulled oor beoat across
the marsh and saved fime. Rattlesnakes wera pleatiful: marshes
were on both zides, most of the way wp; deer-flies and mosqoi-
toes made us perfectly wretehed,

We soon crossed the lake and reached our land, of which my
father renognized the quartersection eorncr. We lngged one
staff up by hend from the lake, erected a shanty for shelter, and
at once wont 0 work to bmild a plank house. We aplit and
bhewed white vak planks, about two inehes thick by six feet long,
aud sef thom wpmght, two lengths end-toend twelve feet hiph,
held together by grooved givis or strinpers. We used poles for
rafters and ¢‘shaken'” for shingles, the latter shaved ont of green

T The [ndiaos alwaye used tha French appellatlon fer #oth small
and Iarge Green Lalke, ealllog them respactively Pebit Loc Ferd and
Grond Fac ¥Yerd, We could never get them to use agy ofher name.
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oak. W built & large five-place, and & atick-chimney plasterad
with yollow cley. The roof was fastened oo with tacked croma.
pieces,

This house, of two rooms and a little attie, stood half a mile
south of Sand Bluff, We kept our boat sedire from the wash
of the waves, either in the bay west of Sand Bluff or at the Cove
where the Spring Grove resort now s, three miles below, Tha
building was nol &ll finiched at ones, but by slow degress. We
had in stock two barvels of flour, one barrel of pork, four bar-
relz of potatoes, a few proceries, and $4 in money. We alzo had
galt, popper, Indian (or maple) aogar, but no butter or delicn-
cice. We svom got ont of salt and other things, and to restock
meant & journey to Green Bay. We were thirty miles from any
other Americans, the nearest settler of our pationality being at
Fond du Lae,

Winnchago Indians, who were then being cellacted st Portags
for iransportation, were pleotiful, but our anly eivilized neiph-
bor wos Pere T Ror % We gob him and his oz-team to come
aver that month and break up for us a helf scre that had been
eleared by the bovs, and in which we planted yellow corn.

There baing no mili, wa made & huge mortar by boring out a
hard, white-pak log, and, with o heavy hickory pestle; we ground
oir corn.  As the moriar held but two quarts, it wes only by
rising at four o'nlock that we conid get coongh mesl pounded
for a breakfast Johnniewaks, The coarser part we boiled as
gamp, for dinner, and had commeal fried for supper, with
peither milk nor bufter,

We had to pay $100 apieea for our fivat yole of oxen, and $100
for our first cow; that is. m work, for we hed no money., The
cow we bonghit Trom Fox Lake, the oxen of our neighbor, Pete

8 Pete (probably Plerre)] Le Roy wag a helf-brasd tradar-farmer,
whoge plantation Iay four or G¥e mlles pouth of ue, three miles doe
south of where the Centre Houge now atands, Le Ttay had a big
apting on hig place, the doures of A creck fhat bears hla name. Ie
wans n 808 of the L& Roy at the Poctaps, mentlonsd In Wis. Higt, Cofle,
vH, pp. 346, 360 Aza gluso Mra. Kinzie, Waebus, for whom THerre Roy
acted am guide m 1331, He Wig lo Paoguette’'s employ, and maved
on g the country wmettled. One of hiz Jeughters, a pretty glrl, went
ingane, 1o Le Rorv'a great eriei.
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Le Roy, who was a kind-hearted wen and sitowed vs to split
rails for him, in payment. That wae-all the stock we had the
Girst year,

Panthers

In the sntumm, father gnd 1 started with two yoke of oxen,
along the military road east of Lele Winuebego, to go to Ghreen
Fay for mother and my sisters." They had core to Boffelo by
the Erie canal, thence fo Mackinae in the steamer © Consola-
tion, " &nd from thers in a schooner to the Bay., The vessel woa
hecalmed among the Maniton lelands, and was 8 forinight lats
in reaching its destination.

While father and I were gone, the other boys stayed elome.
Only two sides of the honse were finished, and a fow roughly-
hewn hoards constituted the floor, Socon Le Roy came aver, eon-
siderably exeited, and said, **You rotst come over and stay with
me; a big panther has been seen—twa of them, In fact, near the
lake. They'll come and kill you, if you slay here,”’ These
beasts bad already been heard snarling at night—great fellows,
ncarly ns big as a yearling calf. The hoys told him that, bav-
ing drawn up their unk, with ropes, to the foot of the cafters,
they thought they would be safe. He uwrged strongly, bhut thoy
didn*t go with him, for it was the t{ime when Fellow corn was
ready for roasting.

One evening, when the bove zat abouf, tossting corn, they
heard the bushes erack,

“What's thatt™

“Can’t think, nnless one of Le Roy’s cattle haa strayed
E“’ﬂj’.”

But that eould scarcely be, for hiz place wea four miles off.
Then they hesrd a strange whine—almost a soream. The ani-
mal wes walking arpund thom, Then csme » ifremendouns
sereech. It was the panther, They were scared encugh, for
they had no guos, The beast soon started off on the trail to-
ward Le Boy's. Each boy grabbed a blezing brand from the
corn-fire and sterted for the shanty, whirling the brands round
his head. Father was gone two weeks, and the boys were well-

? Thoge slatere became Mre, Mary Heane of Nawark, M, T, and Mre.
Elizabeth Johnson of Minoesota.
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scarcd during that time and didn't sleep verr well. The
pintherz eaine round, off and oo, for & month and a half huat
never molested us. Finally the Indiaos ceme over and shot
themn both. They were the only pair that had visited that neigh-
t:orhood for years.

Pioneer Hardships

When mother came, only twe sides of the house were wup.
One side waz partly open the first winter, exeept for e carpet
bhung up. Wolves and other wild animals would some and peer
through the eracks: at the firelipht. Sometimea the stick chim-
hey esught fire, and to prevent this ocenrring too frequently we
had to keep it well plastered over with elay.

Even after the house was finished it waes very cold, for the
Joints were mot tight. We tried fo plaster up the eracks with
white marl, but when dry this came erumbling off. Sometimes
we weed old newspapers, as far as we had any, to paste over the
cracks, While we hed no thermometer to measure the eold, T
am sure that the winter of 184344 way the worst we ever x-
perienced.

Yery early that sepson, two and a half feet of snow fell.
Then came a Jenusry thaw, followed by fine weather, like In-
dign gmmmer. Then more snow came, And elear cold weather
with sharp, eutting winds, Many wild animals were sfarved
and frozen, and it was kmown in pioncer snnals ag the ‘‘preat
bitter winter.” To add to the strangenesa of it all, there was
geen in the west a preat somet, whose tail seemed to toneh the
ground. We nearly froze in our mudely-built house, for we had
oo elove—only a big fire-place, where in {wenty-four hours we
would somelimes burn twe cords of four-foot wood. It took
hard work for the boys juat to keep the firos going. Nor did we
always have enough food; again and sgain I have gegn my¥
mother sit down st the table and eat nothing, sinee there was not
enough to go aronnd.

Our house was bnilt without & stick of apything hut green oak,
but we needed some sawed pine lumber for finishing. Tn the
soeond yeer, we got ensugh money together te huy a little lum-
hor. Then we borrowed an old wagon and a yoke of oxen from
Pete Le Roy, and George, my oldest brother, started with the
outfit for Green Bay., He arrived safely, got 3 jag of lumber
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and a few groceries, and sterted home by the military road, east
of Lake Wionebago. On the return, the oxer gave out from ex-
hanstion, sotewhere between Taycheedah and Fond do Tae.
Grorge camped on the spot, among the prairie-wolves, nntil
morming, bt rest bad oot relteved the beasiz® %o, reluetantly,
he left the wagon and the load by the lake-shore, and got the
animaly home an best he eould.

After almost a week at home, they revived, and then George
went back after his load. DBut wher ke reached the place where
it had been azbandoned, therc was nothing left but the wagon-
irone. The prairie fires bad run through and bummed out the
cogntry for twenty miles ench way.! What eould be donet
We had lost the lumber, and the wagon was borrowed. A8 eus
tomary in those days, my brother had brought an axe with him;
8e he cut a timber croteh, hound sielkes across, with withes tied
on the burned wagon irons, and sot out for home. It took g day
and n half to drag the eroteh and the load to our home.  Father
being a mechunieal gening and a mill.-wright '? went resplutely
to work, and hewed out a rough wagon of green ok, asssoned in
ot ashes. It todk s mooth or two to finish thig rode eart, but
at lagt it was done, and dear old Le Koy was satisfled.

All the while, w¢ wera clearing end bresking land. Tt waa

10'The only esttler In thiy region was D Mason O Darling, whoss
ophin at Fond dn Lae gtood on the river near the post-office alta;
Jatar, ha lived whare Darling's block steod, on the corner of First and
Main stracte.

11 BEvery Esll we had ta buro roubd everything—house, shads, aod
glacka-—~—in gava them from these Areég thai gnouwally swept the praivies.

12 My fgther, Aoson Dart, wag heron March &, 1797, io PBratilebaro,
Yermont. Galviog some koowledge of drugd. he barame a deogglag 1o
Maw Yark city, where he imported from France the ficst ounce of qui-
pine brought fo Americe. Later he removed to Otelda County, New
York, and becamie A mlller, haring A large miil 2t the town of Delta,
Aftepwardd be lived awhile o Utiea, helug cotigtructlye superintendeit
of the asvlum at that place. He came Weat In 133085 And mads In-
vegtmenis 1o Milwauwkee, and alss in ploes ands, bat loat them &l 1n
gpeculatiod. Daple] Whitney of Green Pay ence offered tha company
my father represented, $160,007 far their pine landa, but father lauphed
gt the offer. In the revergea of 1BY be waa rulbed, aod Aoaly took
up land in Oreen Laks Connty, as herein narrated.
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thin and poor in the elay openings, and 23 yet we did not know
how to farm to advantage. Father used to repuair gristmilly
apd sewmnilly as far of as Waterfown, leaviog us bovs to ran
the farm. Finslly we got enough monsy together to o up on
the prairie and buy a “foriy "’ of belter land, with richer seil.

Father built a grist-mil] for Samnel Reall in 1843 44 T4
stood where there is still to be seen a rempant of ae old dam oo
the gonith mide of (Green Lalke, thrce-fourthe of & mile south from
Sand Bluff. W¥ether ran thia mill for two years; then the little
lakes'* hegan to dry up, the weter gave out, the mill-site was
abandoned, and the mill pulled down and carmied off. 3y unele,
BIr. Catlin* came from Delta, Oneids County, New York! in
1343 and was father's miller while he ran the Feall mill

Game

In tha early wvears of our coming to Green Lake, there was
plenty of =mall game-—ducks, pigrons, and prairie-chickens,
Deer were plentiful, exeept when they went south in winter to
escape the eold. There wern likewise wild turkeys and plenty
of geese. Blk snd mosse were found upon Willow River, and
opearionally around Green Lake. Shed el and moose homns
were then ofion fonnd here; zome weighed from sizty to seventy
pounds. We egw no buffxlo, but their wallows and chips and
horng were wigible, and seemed recent. Le Roy said thet he had
reen these prairies blaek with buffalo, The elk gnd moose soon
went north, or disappeared. In cold, decary winters, game wag
seanty.

(ireen Lake was much resorted to by Indians, but Lakes Bush
and Puckaway more ac, becanse of the abundance of wild rice,
ducks, and fish, In winter, when fhese lakes had frozen over,
and Green was still open, the latter would be visited by immense
flocks of big mallards.

Tn tracking game, the Tondiens relied on stealth and ehill,
rather then marksmanship. They were generally indifferent

23 0ld regldenis say that Twin Lakea were practleglly one in tha
early daF, 80 were conglderahly larger than al présent.

1 He cane ali the way from New York by wagon, apd it teok Lim
from gpribg {o guiumn to come through,
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shots, and had very poor '*agency™ gnns. But they stole noise-

lessly upon their game, mede no uoise when they walked, snd
displayed remarkable sagacity in getting elose to their prey un-
awares. They took no chanees with danperpns game; many of
them wonld ghaot at the sama animal siomltaneonsly, to make
SUTre.

Ore afternoon, late in the sesgon, we anw & loncly deer gtalk
past our camp, and down the lake vallev, where we lost sight of
him. That evening, an Ledian ceme glong,  We told him of the
deer.

He said, T get him, 7

‘f(O0h,’" we =maid, ‘you can't. [fe's far away by thie time. ™

“Yeg," he peplied, "I get him tomorrow,’" and he lay down
near our camp to sleep.

We laughed at him, bat he was a8 good as his word, Riming
sarly, he did not follow the track of the deer, but started aeross-
lote, down the valley, and got sround the arimal, which, as ha
gnticipated, had, after » long journey, lald down tired, for a
night’s rest. The Iodian shot him, almost before he waloed.
Wi bovs followed the trail closely, next day, snd proved that it
was the szme animal we had seen.

Prairie Flowers

I wish I could adequately deseribe the praicie flowers. Every
month during spring and sumwmoer they grew in endless varisty—
guch fields of chaoging bBesuty, I never suw bofore. It was a
fower.garden averywhers, You could gather s houquet any
time, that conldnt be equalled in eny greenhopse of New York
or Chieapo. There were douwble ladyslippers, shooting-stars,
Geld-lilies, ate., ate. Sotne of them etill lingsr heside the rail-
way tracka. We tried over gnd over {o transplent thom, Tut
only the shooting-stars would stand the ehange. There was also
the tea-plant, whose leaves we dried for tea. When in blossom,
the oak and clay openimps, for miles around, were white with it,
like buckwheat. We also had splerdid wild honer from the
hee-trees.
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Stri.whcrr}r Story

Gov. Jehn &, Horner'® had entered lond where Ripon now
wtands, slong Bilver Creek and Oothic mill-pend. He wrote tg
fether to take the earliest chance to go down and look over hiy
valuable water-power. 20 Lour of ns went in June, 1543, to the
place where the old stone mill in Ripon afterwards stood, and
vigwed Lthe land and stream. It was just st the crossing of the
DBig Buttea des Morts trail—but we looked at the water.power
and laoghed

Coming back, we were skirting along the bip marsh by the
Dakie place, in Green Lake township, when a deer jumped out
We let him bave two barrels of buck-zhot, but he pave no zign
of being wonnded-—simply stopped Aod looked beek, My
brother then ghot him throegh the heart with = rifle, and taking
his hams over our shonlders, we went on,

We were edming up near whets yon go down Seoft Hill, by a
thicket on the prairvie, about the site of the old Bailey farm,
when we snnffed a delightful odor—the smell of ripe straw-
berries. We followed it wp and found & place as hig s3 am
aighty-gern Iot, that hed been burncd over, all covered with ripe
wild strawberries as big as any tame ones you ever saw, aad =0
thiek that you could not lay your hand down without crashing
herries. The grornd was red with them, bushels and bushels
for the picking. We earried bome omr bandkershisfs full, also
evervthioe else we had to hold them.

Thoe next day we took the ox-tearmn, laden with pails, pans,
warh-tnbs, ete—overythine that we had, to carty things —and
the whole family went over. Whenerer wi had picked & lot, we
went over to tho shade of some plom-trees and hualled the berries,
a0 a8 to take home the more. We flled all cur dishes, but ex-
actly what to do with them we scarcely knew. We had no angar,
save maple made by Indians, and this was wery dirfy. The
natives used to pack this suger in large baskets of birch-bark,
-&nd sell It

How to dispose of the berries was a practieal question; but
when we renched home we were glad to find puests—David Jones

nFor s blographica] sketeh of John Scott Hormer, ses Wis, Hist.
‘Hor, Proceedingx, 1900, ph. 214-226—En,
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and Riehard Arndt from Green Bzy, who had rome down to pros-
peet.  We thercfore hung the berries op in a large linen bag,
half 5 bushel at & time, and squeszing out the juice, treated our
friends to strawberry nectar, which was certainly a drink fit for
gentlemer. "We Improved this strawberry patch for one or two
¥ears, but at last the wild grass ran them ont.

Indian Visitors

During our firet years on Green Liake oor most frequent visit-
ora wore Indiana, usually of the Winnebago tribe. They would
stalk up to the window and peer in, sr open the dpor withont
noeking, One midsurmmer dey in 1342, whila we were onting
dinner, there was a rap 8t the door, which we opened. There
pfoor] & stalwart, richly-dressed Indian whom we did not Enow.
He had wo gun, his only weapon being a long lance whose shafi
way desorated with thiee white eagle feathers, tied on with deer-
singw. It whs the symbal of his rank, bui we did not know this,
We shonk hands, and he asked whether we could give him some
dinngr. We welcomed hira to cur modest feast, as we usually
did such callers, and found that he talked English guite as well
az we did

After eating, ha said: “*I’'m astonished to find you here, No
white man was ever seen here before. I wonder that yoo zre
alma, I gshonldn 't have found you now; only, as I pesscd op the
trail [from Green Bay to Portsge] I ssw a wagon-traek erossing
it and eoming thia way. Thig excited my coringity. T followed
it, and found your bounse.?? .

Hez seked many intelligent questions, and wo alao questiomed
hims. He aald that he would like to have a long talk with ue,
byt must go, for he had to reach Portage that pight, We
thonght it wseless for him to try to do so, and valnly orged him
to atay, While we agw him to be very intelligent and bright, he
had net told us who he was,

“ Mow much ahall T puy for my dinner 1’ he gaked,

““Nothing. Yoo are weleome.”

“‘But,”’ he replicd, I elways pay for my dinper.™

We still declined anything, whereupon he took out & fine buok-
skin pouch, well-fllled with shining half-doligrs—thirty or se, T
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ehould think. Taking one oot end piaying with 4 for & fow
minntes, he then teszed it to my little sister

“T don*t want to be bragging of who I am,”™ he said on loav.
mg; " bat you have trented 1a¢ Kndly, snd it i= fair for you to
know that I am Dandy, chief of the Winnebapo '8 T thank
you!?!

It wan the first and last time that we ever sgw him, He
started back toward the trail, and soon pessed ont of sight. He
was a splendid fellow, and I seems had, at the risk of his life,
crme back on a secret vigit from the reservation at Torkey River,
Yowa, to transact business for his tribe &t Green Bey.

Captain Marston's Story

Captain Marston, army officer ai Portage, in the 40%, told us
the following story of Dandy, whom he greatly admived, and
vouched for s aceuracy.

Dandy had been back from Turkey River, Iows, scversl times
without leave. He was forbidden by the federal goveroment to
wislt 'Wiseonsm, but insisted on eoming when he choes,

Marstop said to Dandy, one day, ““Dandy, ¥oi are back here
again agninst orders, T fhrentened you before with punighment,
and here you are again. ™

Dandy soswered, *f Captaie Marston, it was necessary for me
1o eome for my tribe’s sake. I told you what to expest. T conld
not do anything diffarent. I shall eertsinly come agein if bosi-
ness for my tribe makes it necemary.'?

Marston replied, ““Very well. I will tell you what to expeet,
and I shall do as I say. Mark my words, If I catch yon back
Again in Wiseonsin without my permisgion, I will hang you up
at the flag.stalf yard im Fort Winnebago.''

Dandy said: “You can'’t seare me a bit, Captain Mareion.

18 pfr. Dart sayd: "Dandy was shout twenty-five yFeare old jg 1844,
was thon herd chief of the Wiooebego, at tha Hme of 1ha deportation,
apd one af the brightest, fineat looking young men I aver saw.™ Thia
does wot compart with Mossp Pagquettes atatement that Dandy was
-about meventy im 1848, “a =mall thin man, of rathar Inglenifcent ap-
peArance™ Hes Wis, Hiet, Colie, ¥, po 409; but gea slso Id., wii,
‘p, 366, —En,
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My business heve eoneerns the interests of my tribe. 1 chall do
what T think iz nesdful.*’

Captain Marston wos anpry, bt they parted without Farther
words. $Some two months passed, when one dsy & ranner came
up the Wisconsip river from below, in a dugont, snd reported to
the captain, “*Dandy iz down the river, about six miles *

HWhat ! Dandy, the Winnebago Chief 1!

“Ye&l,”

] can hardly beliewa if,'° pald Marston, “‘he wouldn't dave
come. Ie i=n't the map fo do that, after what I told him when
Lo was here laat.™

*“Well,” arid the ronner, '‘come with me and I'll show him to
w¥ou, or show you where T saw him—bestds a big thicket, sitting
on a log, rowoldng hie pipe.**

Aarston hastily mustered a well-srmed sgnad of abont twelva
soldiers, pnd went down ihe river with the spy until they asme
to the thieket. At first, Dandy was oot to be seen; but hardly
rad they fastoned their horses for further aegroh, for the thisket
wie denee and several zeres in width, when Dandy appeared,
calmly sat down on a log and bepan to smeoke,

“Dandy, I'm soreprised. Why are you here apain?’ said
Marston, “*Tou know what I gzid I wonld de, if you retorned.
1 shall keep my word. ™

At the same time he sgoalled to his armed men to advance
ground him, which they did. Doandy saf complacently on the
log and guietly knocked the ashes out of his pipe. Ha only sajd,
“* Captain Marston, T told Fou ¥ ghonld come and why I should
rome. You hurt my feelingz and do me wrong hy tresting me
so. 1 am here beesuse it 13 necessary, and I do no ona harm. ™

Marston anewered, “*Wall, you know what to expeet. I zhall
have to do as I said, and meke you an example.’”

“Very well,” aald Dandy, “‘yon see I am hare, and in your
power.'’

Marston then replied, **If you've got & pony here, get him and
ecme with g, Dur gouoe eover you, and you are in our powar,
It is nseless for you to iry to get away., If yom try, you will be
thot, You must zo back to the fort with us.*’

Dandy =aid, “*Follow me where my pony is;"" and he pushed
calmly back into the thicket, the soldiers following elogely, with
gunz resdy to firs, Tn this manner they penetrated the thicket
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for some thirty or forty rods. Marston, growing & bit snapicious,
stopped them and asked, “ Dandy, whaere i3 your hors=1"

"Right here. T didn’t bring him ontside, for fenr he wogld
get hart.**

“Well, ba guick, for ['m going to take you back to the fort
and hang yon. You are my prischer.”’

“‘Th you realize what you will coma to, If yon insist on thiat't

*You see my twelve wen swrrounding you. They mean bosi-
ness, and will shoot if you don’t hurry, You can'’t get away.”

Juat then Dandy jumped up on a log, pulled oot sn Tndian
whistle, and blew n shrill call. In sn instant, 8fty Indian war-
riore jumped into view from a thiek brush, each bnek with a
rifle aimed at Marston's Litle body of men. There was a mo-
ment of sllence.

""Now,”’ said Dandy, with a faint swile apon his lips, *if Y
binw this whiztle again, every man yon've got in a dead man,
Will yoo take Dandy back to the fort, before be is ready to po,
or not 1"

‘Whereupon BMarston, seeing hia plight, answered, “Well, T
g2e you heve canght me in a elever smbush.”’

The chief replied, *'T wont injure a hair of your bead, or
any of wour men, Captain Marston, unless yon oblige me fo.7'
ITpon his signel, every Indian rifle dropped. **Now, Mamston,
take your eholee. 1 was your friend. T never wronged you
You distrusted me, hurt ray feelings, and forbade me to do my
duty to my people. I bave showed you what I can do.™

In silence, Marston and his men turned from the thicket and
retreated up the river to their fort.

Big Soldier

Big Soldisr, who in 1840 was fifty years old, was e subordinate
chief, or captain, of the Winoebagn, He was the first Indian
we saw &t our house, and. one of our best friends. Sirietly
honest, and alwaye ready to do anything for us, he slept i cmr
hoose at times and we in hia wigwam. He became very im-
portant to our eoecesss o gettine slong. He told ns onrs was
the first white man’s boat he ever saw eroes (reen Take,

He got the nams of *Big Soldier’’ in the summer of 1840,
when (lol, ‘William J. Worth was rounding np the Winnebago
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and bringing them into Portage. e was there with his band,
zood-natnred, talkative, and a great fovorite with the soldiers.
Natorally a clean and dressy Indian, he was fond of finery and
of white men’s ways, and greatly admired Colonel Warth’s
regimentals, Ome dey he ssked Worth if he eouldn’t puf them
on #nd wear them awhile, sround the fort. Faor fun, Worth
consented,

““Yes,”' he said, “wear ‘sm avery day if you want to.”’

So¢ the Indian fixed himself up, oiled hi= hair, put on Worths
veiform, and very prondly strobied about in Tnele Bam’s regi-
mentals, drawing him=elf up to full height &nd grunting ouat,
HIleap bip eoldier!”* He did it so prendly that it broweht
down the garrison, and they always, afterward, ealled him ** Big
Holdiar.'”

Itip Soldier hated the Jowa reservation and wonldn® draw his
pay out thore. He preferred to get hie living as he sould pick
it up, back here in Wisconain, wheve he was born. When he
went eway he bad to hide his poniea to zave them., We used io
keep them For him in our pastore

Indian Mounds

We learned to talk the Winnebago disleet, and used to ask Big
Holdier what the Indian raounda were, and what they were for.
He had but ohe answer, * Winter wigwams, ™

“What do yom mean 'Y

“Why, places rounded np high to crmp on in winter, where
the water will aepily yan off*’

There were trees on some of these mounds, a foof aod s half
in diameter, yet he always aaid ' winter wigwams="" We plowed
up e gur ficlds white flint arrowheads end pieces of pottery,
which were jost 05 grest 5 curicsity to him az to us. His tribe
had no such white fints or pottery. He explained the irregnlar,
cffigy-mounds, as baving been built so a8 to rin their wigwams
aff on arms, and not heve them on ome line, but in various
groups. There is no duvubi ibet the modern Indiana so nsed
these moundx, and they seemed 1o know of no other use or origio.
8ti11, snmme of thom difd eontain burial ptaces.

The Winnebazn vsed to make small mounds te preserve their
provisions. When plentiful, they dried fish in the sun tiil they
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were dry 8= powder, then put them in big puckaws sacks, The
equaws aleo picked up bushels of seorns. In deep holes, helow
frost-line, they would bury their fish and acorns togethar,
twenty bushale or a0 in & place, and eover them over with g
mound of earth. When the deer had gone south, and gowme was
scarcc—they daved not cross the river inte the timber, for fear
of truable with the Meneminec—they would ecome and camp on
these monnds'’ and dig up fish and acorns for their winter food,
and live on this provender until spring opened or mama Bp-
pezred. It was hard work makinp such eaches, with the tools
that they had,

Indian Deportation

iy father's beother, Obiver Dart, came to Green Tiake two
woars after wa did (1842). One day he fook several of us with
him and walked over to FPortage to see the Winnebago being
gathered io 1o be zent off to Turkey River, Towa. This wad
their second removal, Colonel Worth's regiment, that had eunt
the military road from Calumet to Fond dn Lac, was entruated
with the work of rounding the Indinns np at Fort Winnebago.
They were greatly distressed to know that they were to be de-
ported. Bome would lie down on the bank of the river, break
down end cry like children, and would beg the soldiers to hayo-
net them rather than drive them from their homes. DBad whis
key had been their curse, We traded more or less with them
and sometimes one wownld say he had nothing to sell, bat finally
wonld bring out from eoncealment o fine, big tuckskin of three
pounds’ weight, worth §32, and ofer it for whiskey. We never
Jof them have it, but they conld always get it at the Fortage.

# Ploneers

Besides Le Hoy there had been a helf-breed in our vieinity,
undoubiedly the firat civilized settler of the present town of
Grecn Lpke, This waes James Powell, who had 160 acres under
cultivation as early a5 1835 or 1826, near the present Mitchell's
Glen. Part of his land was afterwards ocenpied by A Long.

11 Remnants of such motnds are eti]] visible en lew ground back
of the realdence of 8. 7. Mitchell, near Gresn Lake—8. T. K
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There was B fine spring on the place, sinee known as Powell s
Spring. Thie great spring &nd the greendurfed clearing where
hig plantation stocd, are still visible; he had a rail fence around
his place, which was near the Grand Buttes des Morts trail
He waz a powerfol man, and hesides s double log-honse had &
biackemith shop, and was ong of Pierre Paguette's traders, b4
was (Heagon at Puckaway Lake. He was dronken, ugly, and
guarrelsome, and greatly disbiked by the Indisns, whe drove him
off about & year or two before we came '*

The Counterfeiters

Abent twenty rods down & raving that rons from the north
gide of Little Green Lake, there wus a cave, or exeavation. Cut
mko itz mide wag a erudely-made- door, well hidden. This door
was down when we come, and within the hole we fomnd 2 eomn-
plate comnterfeiter’s outft, forge and all. 1t was for the mano-
facture of spurious half-dollars, snd may have been worked ten
years o more, Le Roy told us that there wers gix or eight of
the fellows, and they brompht in their sopplies and did their
work bv night., The formers were not reedily caught, because
they never epent thelr bad money where it wes meds. The
amoke of their fire came up a&s much a8 four rods from their eav-
ern or shaniy, in the middl: of & very large old stomp, around
which sprouts had grown up, so that it waa perfecily concealed.

There half-dollare would get out at Green Bay, apd the In-
dizns wonld receive thom in their trading chenge. Tha anthori-
ties did not kwow where to ook for their eource. They had
first-elass Indiap hunters and hoonds on their track long hefore.

18 Hanty Burling, now of Ripon, saFe that in his bovhood he won
derstopd that FPowell wag mypetéricusly shot or burned in his shanty,
apd that what wes #ald to Be hle gTave waw on his father's farm near
Twin Iakes, and that for yeara his fathar plowed aroung the grave
apd Lept It marked, bul tbat later It was plowad woder. Richard
Dart thinka this was &8 mlatake, and that Powell laft tha country. He
woild geem to i the enma treder spoken of as Willlam Paweil, whao
way present at the Poriage wheh Pierre Paguette wes sbot;, see Wia.
Hig!. Coils., wli, pp. 357, 387, 358, Probably he wae & balfbreed som
ot Pefer Powell, & British trader inm Wisconzin in the early part of tha
1#th century—E.
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they were eaught, which was about two vears before we came.
We never keew who they wore, nor what becamn of them.

First Settlers

When we came from Green BRay in 1840, the trader James
Knapggs was at Oshkosh, and there wera & few seftlers at Fond
du Las, and seattered sbout on isolated farmsteads® Waupun
and Watcrtown wers bot just begnn.

1 have heard my father {cll of his frst trip to Milwaukes,
through the woods, He horrowed an old horss from T Roy and
followed an Indian trail past Reaver Tam and through the
Watertown woods, He had nearly reeched the latter settle-
ment o Rock River, when about sundown he came to a litfle
thanty and elearing, and found there a sawmill with a par-
pendicular saw. The proprietor was Pete Rogan, who offersd
him the mill.plant at & oominal emm, seyiog that be wea land
poor and wanted to get awey. Fathor did not aseept this offer,
but wee zfterwards sorry that he did not.

The first election in Margueite County was held in the autnmn
of 1842 at our plenk houss, sonth of Green Lalke, There wore
present Anson Dhart, his sons George and Potnam, Pete Le Roy
and hiz son, and Williarn Pazeley, tevant on Beall's place.
These econstitnted the entire polling-list.

Afler the failore of Beall’s mill om Twin Lake Creek, father
built in 184% on his own aceount another sawmill, where Dart-
ford now stands. Smith Fowler, & half-preed from Stockhridee,
and T helped build the dam for this . #going hack and forth
daily acrnss the lake in 2 seow. We built a erib for the dam,
aond carried boalders in the secow, with which to sink 1. Some
rolics of thix mill still remain af Dartford.

The gaime year, my father sold his faru, inereased by that thne

1% The Pler family cama to Fopd do Lac ia 183637, and John Ban-
nigter and Magon C. Dariing In 1835, The following vear, Raubalt
Stramons hullt the firet house at Taychesdeh, Francla 70, MeCarty
came the Bame seazsn, Meaowhiles Wanpuon had baem hegun by Sey-
tnour Wileoxr, 20d the De Neveun ware at the lake In Empire towo-
phip that Iz called by their namae—3&. T H

e J. H. Colton, Wertern Gulde, or Emdorent's Guide, (N Y., 1845},
alves Marguatte County in 1B4D = popnlatien of eightasn.—Fd.
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to 200 ueres, to 4 Inan comning in from the South, Lowther Tey-
lor by name. He roceived $12 an aere, a priee that conld not
Lhave boen abtained apain for ity yesrs,

Afrer the sale of the farm, onr family went ever to Dartford
ta live. We were thus among the pionecrs of the placs that was
named for my father. In saddition to the sawmill, he built a
grist-rmitl in 1850, and took in John Sherwood as partoer.

Early Politics

Father was & Whig In politics, and was defcated in an elec-
tton for state senator by Mason ©. Darking of Fond du Lae, who
was of Democratic prociivities, Somctime about 1346 or 1847,
ex-Governor Mormer sent word ap the trail o father, that Dr.
Drarlingy was getfing a bill through the legislatore setting over n
tier of thres towns—the hegt in Marmguette-——inte Fond dn Lace
County. 1lerner desired father 1o go down to Madizon and de-
feat the scheme if poasiblo, Fathor was interosted at onee, as
ke was then locating a county zeat for Marquette. He ztarted
for Madison and walked nearly sll the way., Tpon resching the
capital he fonnd Morner’s rumor a fact, and in the legisiature
four Demovrata to every Whig., Ile knew but few of the legis-
lators and evervthing seemed against him. He went to wors,
Lowever, interviewlng and persaading, and sueeceded in defent-
ing Daring’s schemne in the hoose; bot it was carried in the
senate.  ‘The pext year fhe bill eame ap agein and was carried,
taking off what are now Ripon, Metomen, and Alto townships
from Marquoette,

Trn 1548 father threw bimself with ardor into the presidential
campaipn, and upgn the soepess of the Whigs received in 1851
the appoinfment of superintendent of Indian affairs in Oregon,
with 4 selary of $5 per day. Just ahout this time the village of
Dartford was formed and named for him. A lawyer named
Hamilton was =0 anpgry vpon learning of the new enterprise,
that ke went down to Medison and got the name changed to

21 These threa townehipe, 16-1% of range xlv emet, were by the frgt
tarritorial Jivislen In 1536 aaslgned thiough an inadverlance both
to Marquette and Famd do Lac couniles. By set of March 6, 1348,
they weta teclared part of the latter comniy.—FEp,
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Arcade; but the townspeople hearing of it in time, sont o dele-
gation te preserva the name Dartford.

Father took my stcond brother, Potoam,* with him to Ore-
gon pg his private ascretory, and sncther brother to help him.
They each had to pay $700 for fare from New York to San
Franciseo, by way of the Inthmus of Panama. Mother, my two
gizters, ome Brother and I lived on at Dartford, but father never
came back there to live. Ha had variens political appointments,
and after coming back from Oregon was in Europe for two
yorrs, He died August 12, 1379, at Weehington, D. C.

Mother and T were finally the only ones of the family 1eft at
Tartford, and sbe Iater went back to Williemaport, Penneyl-
vania, where ghe died at the age of sixty-eight. Of the fifteen
or twenty early pioneers of Dariford, all of whom were our
friends, not one 13 now living at that place.

2 The poly pchagllong my bhtdather Potbetn bag wag [enr or five yeaes
1o a dlatrict achool Im New York, before we ceme to Wisconein, 2o
he took what booke oould be had, and sducated himgeli. MNieht siter
ulght. afier a hard 2ays work {o the 8eld or mill, be would git by
the Oreplaca wilth his book, sometimes unitll midnlgbt. Ila thua be-
rame ahle to carry pn sll of father's eorrespondence as Indlan com-

migdinnar,
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