
• Notes ia raserd to people laentioned In Frances L, Ot i s Diary, 

llarlA Jteret iw® ohembfsrraai.'" a t th© ConstantIne In 1984 « 
s t ruggl lug to bring up her boy, Khen he t?as about 20 (In 193S) h© 
was taken for nnval stnrio©, jus t %vhejQ >).© could have helped her, and 
Beeiaeti inciinecl to do so# For f ivo JBBTS he was <&a a ship while sh© 
got on as b©:it slit coul6 | mmlX and • l l t n g , but g r i t t y p.nd showing 
a soo<3 <̂ «5al of in te l l lgenoe In aanogln^j her l l fo» I admire her* 
Bo%%' 0be works in a ator©, Francecco, e l e s i has ao J-^b, l i t o 20,000 ? 
o ther F lo ren t ines , 

Af B* i e Slgfiora Harebell 1, a ^ t t t aba rghe r , th© widow of an 
I t a l i a n , S)M has li-red for for ty years la. t h i s house,, 

Armlcia you probably r©iaeab«r hearing of • She i s lii\raluabl© 
to aD, oh-©©rf'.illy •f'^Btohtag and carrying* She i s s lx»at as sraall as 
Luti©, well-»proport i ned with beaut If y l dark: ey©s mml f ine f ea tu res , 
but her lialr is alrsost '«'hlte -very pret ty^ sho r t . She has V(3-TJ 
fiiie f e c L l n ^ , i,@ Tcry s«usi t lve* 

Baraaessa Cora o a l l s berse l f l a g l i s h , %^s bom in Inaia with 
a Dutch neEie and has a Raasien gr- •̂•fcher, Her husband i s a nice 
I t a l i a n cavalry of f icer who ?/es t ... .,.̂ a from h i s i.oree e t Caporetto 
aad ptiraiyEed 27 years i«o# H« ««lk4 and doer? P l o t of thla^jf?, 
iiowover, ati© I s very «ijall aaci t/iln. and, except for h<>r fao'e looks 
about 20, frith her goMea eu r l s atKl ©i^fjaisite f e e t , always in Atneriean 
Btoek,lnss, the f ines t I ever saw| i s about Al loa ' s sg®*. She never 
noticed .'3® a t th© A A but e,ft©r Helen McCoy oozed sway In 19^5! began 
to v i s i t tm r egu l a r l y . In mistiikec klrsinoss I sapoose Helen t-ieGofi 
her on. 



A p r i l 'T(i, l-j-i-3 

We hesrd rumours t h a t %he German o f f i c i a l s were t o be t r a n s f e r r e d 

t o F l o r e n c e , "but t h a t hn.b lieen c o n t r a d i c t e d . They say t h a t vihere th© 

Germajas go, liomt^trdment, f o l l o w s . That jjonsip hart nftde me f e a r we might 

be evacua ted , wMeh i s on'i oX m^ worst bugbefirs. I t would m«an going to 

some B'la-ll towri, l i v i n g In a daran old house wi th no convenlencea, Men 

heT& in j / iorence L .scjnow of JIG p lace ^fhere T»fl. find ny c o n f o r t s : » e l e v a t o r , 

b a t h , sun and atova -wi thout payl^ig rouch rror« anrl then not having du ie t 

and a horoe^like atmosphere. 

I thinfc ity nex t worry was t h a t t h i s house n-lght be talcen over fo r army 

o f f i c e r s , as a pension nef,r«by ( S t . Camlllo) haa been. Also t h e y ' v e t aken 

much of the f i r s t f loor of the .\nslo^^Amfi.Ticnn for o f f i c i a l s . Conte d i C R I V I , 

P r i n c e s s . lolandji 's huaband has one of the f i n e s u i t e s t h e r e , e long w i th j 

o r 6 o the r of^ ' icers , j u a t come from Tunislfe. B»aitiii«> Qmmt WP,H here y e s t e r * 

day and oalmed my f e e r s , spying they took only rd%ki^' '^lne old r e e l ' a n c e s 

s r u l e . This houae w**ft a r e s i d e n c e , but not e s p e c i a l l y el«g,«nt fijxd now 

i t i s much down>aat«tiie«heel. 

S t i l l I am t r y i n g to ge t my t h i n g s in orr ter , i . e . pRC>:ed up , except 

t h e n e e e s s i t i e s , but t h a t i s an old s t o r y . j;»v0 "hesn packing s lnoe ' ' un i eh . 

Every time J p e s i a and Groaseto are bombed we have the a l a r a . I t i s 

n a t h e t i c to see the scampering In the s t r e e t . Mar5 <? to ld me of t r y i n g t o 

g e t horae d a r i n g one. SH-WBTJ guard would i n s i s t in her going to a s h e l t e r , 

bu t s h e ' d sk ip from doorway to doorway to elude the guards and j ' i n a l l y got 

iaoiEe so t i r e d and b r e a t h l e s s she f e l t the e f f e c t s fo r sone d e y s . Af t e r 

t h a t f i r s t confusion the re enaues a s i n i s t e r calir? while you wonder what I s 

happening and where . Often as not i t ' s been e. rolstalce here and a l l the 

f e a r and annoyance hns >s6n Cor n o t h i n g . Thfi--; ^ *i they give the alarm 

t o c l e a r the s t r e e t s of s p e c t a t o r s ;»hen the v i c t i m s of f r o s t b i t e r e t u r n 

.o^B from Russi,a. 



April 11 , 1945 

At mldnitrht ther« oaiue frois, London: "The I t a l i a n C-ruiser Trleate 

which W&8 h i t by ^aieriean i ly ing .Fortreaaea s t La'^taddalenw,, - jsrdlaia , 

has since sunk." That was trie ship « a r l a ' a son has been on for five ye?;r3. 

Tha day passed in intense anxiety on B^ ps r t for Merla, t i l , l f i n a l l y Arrelda 

*oliint0©red to see h^T and find out If she 'd h«d tm^ d i r ec t newB from 

Francesco, '..;o ray great n\iTi>ri.»» and de l ight she found her cala and cheerful 

in the 'cnowlod^e her aon was aa,fe ashore in a hospi ta l with sorce ralnor 

coapla int i '. I I .-. "boy with such luok ou^ht to so tr%T '^.n ^ t f e . 



A:^EIL 323-4943-
¥tkia.Q9BOO came 1 

'S 

to see me the day before yesterday. He lookedti-

red & thin after his tragic ten days.He had left here Saturday 

the loth,having been discharged froiiiiospital & ordered back to 

LA MimHALENA (SAEDINIA).He did so not knowing that the TRIESTE, 

his ship,had been hitat 2.3© p.m. on Saturday.When he arrived at 

LA MADDALENA,he did not get off the boat,bmt was taken to Leghor/t, 

then Spe25ia,where there were several thousands sailors.Many slfep 

S ii^# barracks,but there was no room for alljhe slept outdooraoLn 

a great sq.are on a table,with noothing to cover him;all his clo-

thes hadgone down on the ship. He wasglad to sleepoutfthe bar ~ 

rackswere infested with bed-bmgs&lice. In the nightcame the hea­

vy r aid fromBritish-based bombers. He & his comrades fled to a 

hillside behindthe town; in the centre not a house was left stand-

ing.Most of the inhabitants had been evacuated. Weil he spenjrabout 

a weekat LA SPEZIA,long enough to be inthe second bombardment(worse) 

I the morningof the 19th, Hig trouserswtre torn at the left knee 

5̂, by a piece of«JDomb,while shrapnel hit him on the shoulder,but he 

^ was not lttt*3:*ed.He showed me the bits of metal.itwaaAcoincidenee 

> I " that Beppinbjour former jjortiere,called at the same time,asPran-

cescOjS: i^he liad been hit daring a bombardment in Sicilyon his 

left kne^R injured so that he was three months in hospital (Pla­

ter got his discharge from the army.Francesco lost not only his 

clothes,but the radio set he had jmst completed. He & others 

have been taking a correspondence-course on radios-set making. He 

lost all the books & the instruments,b*t he is glad to have sa­

ved his skin.J had hoped they'd not find a boatfor him at once 

but it seems after a ten -day leavejhe will probably be sent'to a 

shipjat Toulon &commence all over a^ain. ^ 

tj -nis mother was so ill in March that he was sent for& was here for 

A 2or 3 weeks. She got no paylfor the month she was lay«d up5r he got 

^ nonebecause he was not on his ship topgetii:* it.They were in^des-

perate straits,but never told me about it ,which shows what self-

respecting people they wari|;ife 4iwaJ.-ways hard-going when he is 

at home,for she cannot get enough for him to eat& has to do with­

out herself,pretending she is not hmngry. _^ 

lie said the Trieste was hit by, (Americanflying Portress)explo-

V\ 



sives underneath,makin^oleswhich let the water in & caused her 

to sinkjbut she did not sink for *i hour,so there were few casual­

ties. Someiwere killedby the bombs on the shipjsome were so ill-ad-

vise(̂ as to jump overboard & were killed by explosives in the watery 

he said altogether there were 14 deaths. Ihe GORIZIA was more da­

maged, but on top,so she did not sink,bat there were many more ca-

sualtie^on her. The ĉ ta/alas\'. went down with the TEIESTE. Some/how­

ever had left her at Messina,,including the one who had kittens du­

ring the battleof MATAPAE Ih %gain during another battle. (Ihave a.^^^ 

heard over the %itish radio,of a cat on a British ship that had 

kittens during a battlegl am wondering if cats as well as rats 

leave a doomed ship. 

APRIL 23/1943/ GOOD^'FRIDAY- Began irith my weekly bill, a raise01ire 

a day,I'd been expecting it for iao«*hs". However I had the pleasure 
of seeing my bath-room in orderkfter\ three months.The plumber w 

would not <|ome.All the trouble was thkt a new washer was needed 
in the hot/water faucet. The wasidaBBpnow are autartici-& wear out 

in three weakksThey finally said I'd have to havenew faucets& stop-
..•^•-!Si'»**l-"W*'i«^i'"' ••' 

pea v_ 
t-hereiTh*-*K I was for weekgwithout f̂ehstand or water-clo­

set ,witii the hot water famcet of the tmb^ only/, So did the water-

as it had to be turned off, because it roi\n%̂  continually/well, all's 

well that ends well. The next blow was that may door lock did not 

work & I had to be night & and day with the door unlatched. No one 

would come to fix it. 

SATURDAY- I had 6 calls - tired out. 

Last spring Mrs. Dixson said as we sat in the entryt '^ere is Miss/ 

Otis who never goes »ut, wearing a jacket of the latest style withf6cJ<*i^ 

•f buttons d ^ the front. How do you manage it?" Perhaps Anxtie will re­

cognise the jacket. I^s stAll going strong in 1943* 

April the 30. I went out in it for the first time, as the spring is 

unusually warm. 

I like to go over to the next street (via del Prate) & si^on an old 

stone bench there. This month I had the View of a glorious Judas tree, 

rearing itself high above a garden wall with wisteria clinging to it. 

Looking down the street towards town, you se^^the top of the tower of 



the Palazzo Vecchlo much to my Jeasure (I've not seen Giotto's tower 

for two years.) One day as I walked along the street I saw an immense 

furniture van draw up to the curb. When I got to the front of it I 

found two great oxen were harnessed'to it. They were light grey with 

wide branching horns. Over their heads fell long red wo41 tassels to 

scare away the flies. Ihey were picturesque indeed. "The world is so 

full of a niimber of things we all should be as happy as things." 

The Marchese and family of 5 who are upstairs, lost their apart^ment 

ôf twenty rorms the other night in a Naples raid. The building was a 
: / / comparea ^ j ^ 

Very large oae^ they it aai<Palazzo Pitti. No bomb hit it but the 

suction of the air caused it to cdlapse. Wothing is left. All were out 

of ttie building except people on the first floor. At last accoiiiits, 

thê ir have not been dug out. I ao not know the family here, but natu-

rally I was grieved for them. \̂  

Misfortunes do not seem to mellow some people however. The Marchese 

came back from- a trip to Naples with all sorts of good things to eat• 

and they dined for two evenings in their rooms on the third floor, the 

maid Mira making nine trips for one dinner ( of course she could not 

use the elevator) having to serve it ail as in the dining room. She 

said she was so hungry she did not know how to do & she had to carry 

up c&icken, a great cheese a other appetising delica cies. Not a crfctnb 

did they give her. I've nicknamed them: the five little pigs. 

APRIL the 30. 1943 

In the depths because of the Grosseto affair^ on the 26.There was no 

alarm-for the great planes came so high (8000 ) ft. that they were nei­

ther seen nor heard. After dropping bombs they s»fc6oped down wlth^in 

50 ft. of the groiind, machine-gunning the people.As it was EASTERIg MON* 

DAY i: a beautiful day, hundre»ds of women k children were sunning them­

selves dn the seO.front.There was a fair with booths « a merry-go-round. 



They chased the people; .im^miMMm^m^m^mmMmmmmi^-
# # # # # 

g# ^f0^§!0.0 #24.children were killed on the merry-go- round,400(?) 

in all.Itis said the aviators who baled out of a damaged plane were 

either beaten to deatlb^ or lynched by the fatherscc brotiiers of t s 

victims.Grosseto is only about 75 miles away ,so alilFlorence Is 

talking of it.We Americans hang o r heads Wi.en an Itaxiarrw' o is 

friendly to us says:I world not have believed it possibi.e,They 

must have been drurJc ". Sigra. Avitabi^e su^fzests th-t titeyhave 

tboughtjthe tents were an encamped of soiaiers-good to near some 

extenuating circumstance. 

May 1943- Ihave been talking wich o r waiter Glno,w' ose brother 

-in-law was .?;ardener at thehospitai at Grosseto.The hospftai w s 

laid low by a bomb, nut he .x two otiiers tiirew tnemse^Ives into a 

•ditch in the gardens were uniiarmed.Then came tie maclinc-, unnlng 

of thBii whole lensth of the sea front from the pub_i4Jgardens to 
e 

the fair.He helped to carry I40 wounaed cnlldren,hit by mac ine-

gunning,not by bom''̂  • ;'̂ ,to t : :,ospital.Ke S':.4rS one m^n was stand- ' 

Ini^t h:s house-door wit; Is IKO children,both of wli:;m were KHJ.-

ed. The fatheijpeside imself,attached two aviators who baled oot 

i 

<ic Killed them wif Is fists. Tb.e Nazione h.-iS j.rinted a letter ta­

ken from Ti -ej lamenting our mac ine-gunning the Japs,alon,g with 

several letters defending :it. I nope the latter are not .genuine. 

May 29- Anifallan who likes us nas sug,,-,.. „., u _ .,L _; î i ctis 

which explode ma oe scattered abj t by Germans,not cropped from 

planesby Americans, ihere is also a F..;mo;,:i|t: ît t.bey ..re t̂  e work 

of Fascists to bring od.um on America, fhe ffiacrine-gunning at 

grosseto,accorcing to some,was mej.nt for ttie German solaierawho 

were in# the crowd.All this brings me some consolation. The Ro-

maJj radio in Englishx makes tl̂ e very most of tre Grosseto. affair 

witb, diabolic cleverness.A man sp8a_K:ing w th ti:.e.• ̂ ^̂ jpl£.an. accent 

tells# of his astonisrment at it -Ke consluerS|tne American a good 

fellowj he did'nt Dei evelthe ordinary m0nV.n the U.S.knew a'-out what 



t he a v i a t o r s were doing over bere .Then t ê penci ls -who invented 

them? Tne o t er ptirty to t. e conversat . ion ,̂  , i t ' s , o f o , , : . . , ;: e 

ru-hng powers-no l e s s t anF.D.R-h. ;mselfw.-.o k. ows o v e r . t ' ng ihas 

a hand in everyt^ Ing. . :festera. '... new worry w.;,s t b a t t . e p r o p r i e ­

t o r would have to s top s e r v ' n g . • ; _ ne,:.r heroii^s i i i s e d 

i t s dining-room because jf tb:e shorta,-e of foou.Asc.in..o & Leoni 

go ou.t every motning s e a r c h i n : fOr somet -ing , a n y t h i n g , t o give tV e | 

20 b o r d ^ s . E a c day i t i s ha rde r to f ind a n y t h i n g ; no fri. i t ': Is 

+•: "^ week- si,range for Italy .We've h .d prunes^ ciieese,! , Ity t' 

wbo are kee..'hi - '\ouse;they must be ,i,;.mi;b'ed.hotels a pensions h:.;.ve 

special favours. 

JbUE 5/?I943- I ' v e been consoledby hearlf .g on i t^ir ly gooa a u c o-

r i t v t h a t tue Red Cross i n v e s t i g a t e a t ' e m t t e r o f t ^e exj-iosive pen-
I 

ciistx. f jund t h a t the Americans hah noti i ing t o do with them. I took 

a wicked i l e a s u r e in t e l l i n g S i g r a . B a r a v e l l i f o r I knew s: e 'd 
i 

be furLor;s-&: s,:'e was.Sbie i n s i s t s i ^ ' s the Jews . Anoti^er ^.Teclous 

t l d - b d t I :- 'ot,I dared not t e l l h e r . I t seems M;,,'. .ni c-..me here not 

long ago&'; howdo you sui-iose he travel-Led? In m afflbu.i-ance of the 

M l s e r i c o r a l a wearing a ifJig,a oeard & p r i e s t ' s robe.Too r i c ' .An 

I t a i i a r w h o # i s a n t i , s a i d : " I p a y have s a l u t e d t i e c r with him i n i f l 

another r e p o r t of a Naples r a i d from someoneW; o was t, ere , l 3 t i i a t ; 
again we mach ine^ ' - g « « c i v i i i a n s . An l t a l i a r i who was in Le;- orn du­

r i n g ti,e bombing s ioke admir ingiy to Miss Brogan of the accuracy 

of t ' le a iming . Even the enem;/ admires t! e tecb;nlqi,,e. he sa id tbiat i n 

the t r a i n coming to F lorence tne pas.:eng.,r3 were a l l t a i k i i g c r en -

iy of i t j o n e oo^ec t ive a f t e r I t i Fii.orence h:ad ten 

a.^arms In May;in one ;;: "-e hau t n r e e . I t vvas s;,iid t h a t the tb i rd 

was to cov';.r M . ' s a r r i v a l . We heard t h a t German P l a n e s haa b-;.eri 

moved away from F l o r e n c e a t reqvutat of Arcbio is i op Deala Costa so 

w e tfeer mu e h t'-' e s a ,f e r . 

l i s ' Jstarted the war wit: t t i ree preci, - c t ' o n s : t—.t B r i t a i n woulu ?»in; 

t h a t we s,iouia go -.n; tn^-t i t wo-.-xd l a s t t b r c e ye..irs; „ l s o I ' v e 

been of the opin ion thiot F lo rence would not be bombed. 

JUNE'IiJ-1943- We l i v e i n a s t r ange s t a t e of uuLiness . When we l i e 

a ready v i c t i m to the a g g r e s s o r , aiijapp..irently i n iife-'^itj^s on 



- a s u sua l jwe# j u s t d o n ' t r e a l i z e t ' .e p e r i l . I n t ' i s oac>iwater bay 

i t seemsjas i i l ' r o t ' ' i n g were bein:- don^to mt..,. u .z , . . . ) ' no doui^t 

n ni ..f, "• re.i j lKe me ; e boc-s 

•t uni-iiie me , - •;p_ieve3 in 

^ 

in some quarters- there are r̂ ast-/ preparations^ nervous actlvitv, 

n A ~^ 

Many more V ave been cc;lled uy.Par A bo uorn a t the Alamanni^ss*. 

•^i'~. l . a grandfa t e r , S i g . Lh^-s i' 

not f ee l l that I t a l y w i l l he Invaue:.. 

a compromise: "ne i t ' - e r can w i n " . I .-... i a : "Wh/ not? ' 'ne s a i d : " I f weare 

weepinc ,Englana i s ^y no meanah-.^i. :.a ."" -̂ou c;.n -anî ê b'- t ' ' l 3 

the lactc of understanding;: in I t a l y uf t'>e s i t ua t i on .x i e :,ai a 

f i n e radios^; o f t e n . . I s t ens ., 5 . b . C . ­

June 2^1943- VJe made a n f a t of iu i.^at n i^n t .An alarm came . 

2A,M. k l a s t e d f o r an : :Our.I t d id no "aucn cis turpai- ice, because 

we've never .'•>• .. bombed, • many a:::var w i l l oe. 

I s i e p t i p r e t t ' wel l :- . i ;.. .. u..., ^ bre.ns, ;• t ..or L ^n^U. came ano­

t h e r , ^ a few minutes l a t e r we heard toe cannon f i r e u irota Monte 0_i-

v e t o , a c r o s s r i v e r from us,ic then tr.e crac.- • ra..:. oe -oun 

fviiat caused a genera l ae scen t u . t c e n t r y , ! cah te L .. hii.,.Leo-

ni/came & Knocked a t m' door , t r ien went on t.; o^.;. o a r o v e i x i .. :-

p l a i n to her t h a t t ^ e r e was f i r ing .S t^eM . eard noto n g . I s t a i a (iuiet-

iy In oed . In ray i-i;,..,.!...:,: e I tboc t)t the cann •r^Oot was a bomb; i t 

Sounded j u s t i i i t e t r :ra?^orAs"bomns" f aO exp^odep.io ^irdrpd^* 

of da~Zi.in? stars.f^owever in ..o^ o t seem/t^ me h u t y^u, o e t t e r ycu-r-

sexf b going down s t a i r s . I s d d mv p r a y e r s k w a i t e d . wothin,y 

happened. This morning tiie Waiter s a i a car a i r ^--i^ence in.. >L.staK.ei 

an I t a l i a n or German p-^anejt'-at went over for an ene::\: a. hajA f-'red." 

T. ,.ui , 't'tyll •••uo, 1 w .i-a^Ui. 

I thought t:^e s e rvan t s w i i l a foe wora. out ..̂  _roae '̂ c.:, .,o-....l :.. '•- >' 

an a l a rm,bu t tr;ey were aoreably exci t tvi by t''^e new e x p e r i e n c e . I t 

^ae«aa^ I missed a l o t by not yoing down s t a i r s ^.ast nt*h a - n - t s te -

ing the v a r i o u s s t a t e s of aesnab^.. .e^. .-..leer trie saml-c io t ' aa had 

been the re for a.Jout h a l l an ^ o o r , S i g r a . s a rave i^ . i appeareo on t 

' •s,0fc^iutlfu^..,. ...rx'a'ilis, a ,w,.,ariny ! t e cofot, . 

ff " '^M^tlcaiLy a r r •,, comin,., .:=.. .o,i.y .. .o-^-,o i r 1 ivh 
"M^^icOl Ly a r r 



( s h e ' s 34 tb;ey say) .They a l l wanted to l a a y h . Most- of t em me l t ­

ed away to avoid a ;.ong harangue from: , e r . r. i s tr^at '̂ ''•̂ ' 

the p r o p r i e t o r , as Capo Fahbr ica to , f e e l s li imself c; 'o 

us a l l out of bed & dowr̂  'r's.We r-;^ ra ,:;ch;o: ae b ;r n ; t -̂ o n ; . 

I wanted bo s a v : g l ' l i taanK. a F a s c i s t m.- from mu own 

bonbs ." If he i n s i s t s I w i l . get a a o c t o r ' s ••certif I c a t d t o sa^ I 'm 

not ab le to go . "' e only ones vvj o ' lb not ^,,.o.;- t - I r roomrs were 

Miss Stanooped 'n her dotage) x Vie A v i t a b i l e . 

J u s t a-. I had tboo:o"^:t t ai, t'e Angl,:—Sax ais in toe " ouse were to 

be submerged by tt*e I t a l i a n s , v:e h..i.u an ncr.-..o.-, o. 0 / ^ / 3 / ^ . o i g . 

Leon i to ld me towards the end of March t h a t a f r i e n a of iuina was to 

come h e r e , named Covel . Icould not rememoer aavone of t h a t name. I t 

ti ;rne : out t h a t i t v/as a frlerxd of my f r i e n d Conoessa Maud Provana*^"''***-*^) 

Wo was expected ,F lo rence Covei a v i t a b i l e , born in F a l l . R i v e r 

Massaehefes(her g randfa ther had owned t;oe F a i l River b a t s p ly ing 

hefc eer.i K.Y,^ feoston).ahe had been a s t u a e n t a t Sfflitit 7 y e a r s a f t e r 

me.I can vaguely remember h e r o l d e r s i s t e r who was t h e r e W'en I 

was.fou can Immagine wnab a s u r p r i s e 9̂  p l e a s u r e i t was to meet a , 

t ' 'Orough-going New Engiander ,one 01 t ^ OO-LI .̂.-. toe e a r t h . S h e had 

marr ied an I t a i i a r ; a r t i s t , h a d l i v e d in P a r i s , wi e re b.er son was born 

a t t: e Neul l ly H o s p i t a l in 1^12,then ti e - had gone toAmerlca w* ere 
/ 

a daiya ter was born.Final,..y In IoI5 they â .aided to -ive in Italy 

k had settled in Rome. There toe tiiiru Daby was born: F..i.orence. 

Eventually toe elder daughter went tj America to Smith; t̂ 'e sen was | 

called up & sent to Rossia.hean-wjiixe Sig.iivitabiLe had died a the 

Sigra. left Home to live in her villa at the sea-shore,at Forte 1 

Marmi.Florence had become a doctor 4- got a position at tb,e Careggi 

Hospital here.Then came the devastating news that the son h a bf;en 

killad at t];e oe:;iiing of t):e retre. t from Hoissia.It sean • '-0 me 

especially cruel that he ,wno as welx as bis sisters, had never 

been a Faoclst,(even at school theo had evaaed as much as possl-

bleall aarodeg: of the Bai,ll.̂ a <̂ .ijii,t̂ e Itsilans)- shoula hĉ ve been 

.'-impelled to fio-ht for M,against Russia 1: to lose his life tbere# 

His mother Oould no lonoer endure alving alone at- Fotte so she Joined 



Florence • t'ley came to th ,:. .,->:.,3e w- ich, w.; ̂  rec.imendeu ..; tr e Gon-

tessa Provana.The Sigra. is far from strono, â ;t she has a happy/tem-

perament^is always coi„rageo s. Ii: Apri,]. 43 Cc:-;rie some office work- ' 

ers from Milai:.A firm there was e—etc.. ain,/ a brand in Florence 

as !'elf.g safer from bombardment;.They sent to this house 17 emp...o-

yes,paying a montinboard.lt was a r̂ roat c .aaa-from that time on, 

the pension prospereo-no more montb,.a .o.en there were or:ly 5 boarders, 

or :osslbly 8. 

June-29- Some days ago toe B.B.O.expiaine' situation on tbe 

early morning of June t>«â Ii**̂ ro!ey "rev: . . hi that the R,A.F.bomb­

ers had visited Frledrichshafen on Lake Constance about midnlyht&; 

then ,instead of return-̂ n." to .hng.̂ and,had set off to Africa.£f 

you look at the mapjyou'll see F-:-or-.:,ce is anout aue South or' Laxe 

Constance,so the F.orence ant,i-air uelens.",were not mistaken,: t 

was British j.. ̂ .anespassing over.I guess titey were'nt even OJUMre ,f 

'̂-'̂ J.'̂ W 3 cannon shots a trtcKle of macKuie au'Hnnins.hut we were, 

, It caused no-end of frbh t • atscoraforc to the i'-j-oreatlnes. 

The terror-stricken shriei-ts of the people in tr;e street were a .yrue-1 

sorae(adj«4«t whiti i'd never imna- Ined.Almost aa... who went to th.e 

si eiters where on the w.a when tbe firing c^me a the scene was dis­

tressing enough .However I've bieard of none wounded, t.ough some were 

treated for shock & heart troub.Lei;Armiaa was amongst the faock. 

Arriving at the shelter, she f omd bter fr;'end Vittor"'a ilready tliere, 

but noticed something strange in her appearance: she had forgot­

ten her false teeth. Not a word in the papera aboo:t the alarms or 

the firing. The preponderant worry #just now, asiaefrom the food?'!̂ # 

question,is whether the iimericans are to be herded in som̂ ; small 

town away from Florence.That,to me personally, is worse than bomS-

bardnient,rj)e Government ro.o Gh,eatenec 3uc?i a move,>)ot we do n^t 

know whether to taice it seriously or not. 

This is a gala day ,for we have oran-'-'̂ îs; v^v^ con't believe h-w 

much that me ns to me .We've bee?̂  Qa.̂.iUj, 10̂ ^ u,.xj,,^ on cherries. 

Juiy-7/ 3- We have vari'Uis Sictalans in the h,use. A young ̂ ffie;t*»-

nant %< his wife,smalt boy C bao.y came # while ago, with the 
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w i f e ' s b ro tner ,xvho i s ^ i e s t 4- t he idbnrtr*=s s i s t e r . The- to oK. two 

Too'SiBiMiMM^-MWkiM. on t h e g a r d e n , A t n i g h t the,'-' l e f t t h e a o o r 

openbetween t h e r o o m s , i n one of which s t o.'.i..:, ouny coo^pxe k 

b a b y , I n -the o t l e r t h e P r i e a t , t h e yo.iny L«ay .x t.ife amal -. . A , 

cosy faml i .y . jbhe boy was a t e r r o r i x r u i n e d t h e g a r d e n . T h e mother 

s p r e a d t h e d i a f l e r s t o d ry on t h e bushee-s . i e r e j . ^ I ced when they l e f t 

f o r Rome. I l e aned o^it of ai;̂  winaow to s e e t h e i r c a o s d r i v ' e o f f . 

th, a n o t h e r •&iei,;'6U*-i**»3^ .-»»*/«-J^iSt a s t h e y went,Ui caaie a n o t h e r c 

k two b a b i e s , rhe;.' took o h e ^ j u s t v a c a t e d . These o a b i e s ct 

s a n t i y & t h e motber p u t up a clochejS i : ;ne ,evor ; In trie so -ca l . ^ed 

pergOxa .The s t r a n g e to:r,'-' I s tb:, i^e Ita,,-y i s be ing invaoed 

&everv a o ^ e - d o d i e d ia6JTVf©uld seem to • ^j... .oe f^o-ft t j lhe 

irtrrrrtr*-*. ^ r a e r j.3^, ( b o t n a r e a v i a t o r s ) i s a c t i n g ao nur ^L. ^.V-LU LO " 

b a b i e s . F r o m morning t o A!gf\t he i s on th r ^Akltsi ti^e pcotienca of 

| J o b . r h e mothor ,0!ie of t h o s e pc-roxiae hionos,w'o-; ns-eds more p e r ­

o x i d e s t r i n y , ' losKs >k;,:jv?n hr:,r dcu:;.. ,,i. oi axx e r e . 

We thou-yht we were t o have them f o r e v e r a s t h e y cou ld f l n a . 

f l a t , b u t t h e y d i d f i n d o n e . Me-v^nwrtiie n o . I ,wo;o •yer,z ..j fi:; : e , h a s 

w r i t t e n t o come back.Ai.oiooer catii --e .0 c h j l '!>',-:o ( t e r r o r s ) 

h a s a r r i v e d , a l s o S i c i l i a n s . Our once so q u i e t r iOuse , the abode of 

e ldEr . ly A m e r i c a n s , h a s ch:.n t n b e e d . 

J u l y - I 7 / i 9 4 3 ~ i^w th.,. . ,o , imlers , a J e w s l i f a m i a / from Fiome ,r;ive 

j o i n e d u s . O n c e b e f o r e t, ey sp^a . 0 weeits ht-re a, t h e son ,Eme-

r l c o , r : o t i n t o t h e t e x t l i a b u s l n e a s in P r o . t o , t r c . v t l l i n g back k f o r t h 

from F.L.orence t.) Rome a, Flume.. . ; ,u x:,. i s on h i s weddini:, t o u r . - i s 

b r i d e i s a i r l who aoo •. jok J e w i s h au a x L o h e was euu-• 

c a t e d i n S w i t z e r l a n d & sne&Ks C r o a t i a n , G e r m a n , F r e n c b , I t c : oan,6c 

E n g l i s h , bbe v i s i t s me to Kee, u::' h e r lLng^i3h(3oe reaa*i«4Jea~- C l ' i r ' s t -

ophe#wi th p-©«-s4ffiirSt i n t e r e s t ) T h e s e p e o p l e a r e I t a l i a n s o n l y i n name 

be ing Slav?»«6who automaticao-xy bec>-4ttielta^ian3 when Ita. . 

TVaaTiu-ti'-ro^jft's p a r e n t 3 , h i s b r o t h e r l i b u r z l o .̂  i ' i s s: 

d n o t been o a t f o r some weeK:s,but l a s t n i g h t Armiuo 

•'•K F lume, 

f: .i., owed 



forth to a little caffp?.,two s; ort bioeks aiva ," Ci.rt.̂ -

tone,where we sat ,at ,^e on ahe side walkti,,i . letjcrowd of 

20 or 30 ,V,'e to;:.k "espresso^now ma. .. .'_eo(?) instead o coi'fee, 

but,astonishiiy; oooa,;oi,,,,h e..i..aost too muct r. One xlra a piece. 

I did not wa,!!̂  to oe noticed,so we t..iO?i a ainst the wail 

in tbe dark.Suddenly a lamp above u» was turneo on. As it was lb 

P M.jthe hour for the ba,,....̂  out,We • '•• --'at i'ght was n t 

put o u t . O h , i t was darKiened a t top 6c on toe sii. . ^.Ite t r u e , b u t 

I t managed to make o spot Ok l i g ; c oil wall 6; ' ro-nt , ' , ô i -̂  .̂  .̂ u 

th h''k,an'o a v i a t o r nh •• t have seeu.ou oe c a m - of- b e r e j l always 

tbiriK of a remartc of one of the fir;:a, roiL-^r.; , .v.r Milan; " Iguess 

the I t a l i a r s have got t i r e o of the hlac.;< oo^t." 

We heap t h a t a g l a s s of v,ater c o s t s 3 l i r e in S i c i l y ( l / : i - I 5cen t s ) 

a box of rratcheSjI5 L i r e , 

Baronessa Cora was he re t n i s a i ' t e rnoon ,her husband (aCapta ln) says 

the f a t e of S i c i l y a i l depeneds dLii ti:^ . . a t t l e wher the A l l i e s meet 

the repo.iar army; t hey 've fought only wi th coas t guards \ h e r e t o f o r e . 

If the I t a l i a n s a re b e a t e n , t h e King could c a l l on 'Badog i lo . 

J a l y - 2 0 - I^feellLlKe putt in^: on moorn,io-' f ,̂ r ."b.i tiombing of Rome. 

No doubt I t ha^ai.il l tar3' o b j e c t i v e s , â ut the war could be won wl th -

out ^ombin:3 them _. i t i s baa po l i cy t.j I n t e n s i f y the h a t r e c o.f the 

I t a l i a n s & the Cathoalcs I'or u s . Xomeuirf! • .• o:) Churchlill t}ireater!-

ed tha t If Athens were bonibea,we woulo i>uiac irtome. Athens \vas not 

bombed,hi.it we've bombed Rome anyhow.However i t i s not Cb'urcioli.i v/ho 

has done i t ; l t i s the Babbi t s of America who nave no iaea oi' or 

a p p r e c i a t l o i ' of t'le oio Vî ocia t r^ . - iolon , -o-,o-y. 

Jul , . ' -23-1943- Sigra.Avitabi ie , - r . ' jo l a s xlvo:, ^nHo'ne for twenty 

years ,was muc- calmer than I w^s abo'.t tbe bomhHio.^iie says tbe Ro­

mans hav- been expact iny *• .or some i-tJne,.3ince t he re were so ra<„ny 

m i l i t a r y o b j e c t i v e s i n t.he c i t y or near i t . 

J\j:<- . . -I9A3-_ Late l a s t n i g h t ( Io ,b5) ?Ihear>. tat- ; , r -a t nem-s t ha t 

M. hao f a l l e n . I c a n n o t y e t r e a l i z e i t .Sucb a p r e s su re i s MLfted from 



us all .The rejoiclry?; i^apparent ' iversal .,,. o„.o o vei: : .. dense 

crowdspown town;ho co -,i ô osae ,stro t:ie 

maso of •"••eople;& wao ao ,.. not to ;-o .On t; e streets near by ̂  

Palazzoj-o l Borgognlsantl,-wo"0::-n wee soouth... ^, ;: i,.. ......a,,ht.Peo­

ple threw their pictures .):" M. - f e otre: ' destroyed. 

Ascanio said that if M.l-. there in fleo>, oe'a have been torn 

limb for lifflb. I do r, t d-s o.jt ic,havin- ' .1, .j. e m-ao .. ttle So­

mali express her#«fgeligs sort :̂ he shooiu ' ave-

no"̂ .u natural on.̂ -; oor a speedy one,. , .,-.,.. torture- a new 

wound a day. Man.;- sooer poop.j.e cecx^. .v, tWelr intenti . ^j' 

dead arunk iy evening.Ti- i person ,Wf o is supposed to oe 

our ci.'amber-maid,said s'le woua.o be ..is a. oon to <̂ eie'''ra-

te; that, after AMs.:;>ii.Ic..,̂ , •: ha î .iut t: ii 3 A.M.in t'e oood 

cause.In the midst of * loicltement carae aiJklarm. I iraagixie that 

it was ooly a pretence to maKe the crowd disperse, as the<,̂  were 

9-ettino rather violent ao.iinii:, . ;_ .-,-sch-.ts. 

On t'-e 24(^1^ people saw the Brit.], lanes ^v i hec-.d-about 4O-a^ing, 

I f ink,to iJorth Africa. yoer,on t'r • England, 

they bomhe' ht, ' orn, Perio..,.„ I've not ../.) ^ .., v. ^jhut anyhow 

they bombed Bologna one day >.: Leyhorn tiie nexti wa o the alorm 

both tlies,wi 0 cannon k macKine-gui r̂  j' „ t)"̂e peo­

ple were ori tlie way to the s alter, fo,e first 20 minutesafter an isf 

alarm are the dangerous ones,as is e "-.-..j frequeol..y fall eveii he-

fore the alar*;, is heard,however it Is duri. ose 20 fflini;tes|t''-at 

the i'oor Florenfnes are on t. e way to the shelters, they rusr, 

screamlngkt the cannonsoots a remain in tae shelters an hoir or 

r \ I 
two when a l l i s calm. I t was humialating indeedfto near on the B. 

B.C that the planes on th i s great r e tu r a t r i p met with no opposl-

t lon-not a s'lot f i r e d . Ail the a a t l - a i r ef for t w.;.s urheeded. 

Probauly tne cannon' was tha t ORfe Designed by Michel Angelo,, 

.Badogllo had set up a s t r i c t millbar • ru le witn the carl*^* .0 

9 , to circumvent those who wi l l want to taae revenye fot .. 

tlngs^i^ up the F a s c i s t ! *a4d to d.dialnlster along with doses 



of castor oil. You can Imafine how irksome it is in these the hottest 

daypf summerjto close your blinds at nine (really 8) ac sit k stifle In­

sider with very little light, 

July 29, 1943 ' 

"I wish this room had a floor,I aonH so much care for a door. But this 

groping around without touching the grounais getting to be somewhat a 

bore", 

If I feel as if the bottom had fallen out of things, what must the Ita­

lians feel, especially the young ones'who have been broug«"̂ up to look 

upon M. ss a god»d, ana are now told he is a aevll.I hear that Linda(who 

is just the age of Fascism) wept at M.'S Plight, though she seems 

cheerful enough now. S-tQ,..Leoni congratulates hlimself that his picturje 

of *.'fell down behind his desk 18 monthiago & was never put bacl( In 

place. He has taLeffed openly against M. for some month^- I supposed 

Sig.iia Baravelli to be M'S last friend. (I told Armlda to look under 

her bed to see she weren't sheltering her idol), However she appeared 

gay as ever in the entry, annoiincing that she had always prayed that 

a miracle might happen k now It had. The effrontery of the woman. 

We have a curfew at 9; blinds must be shut a, no one can go out. 

Soldiers in grfiy patrol the streets. Just after 9.3lPoO down the mid­

dle of the street to see if the blinds are shut, but,It is later 

that their fun begins;they fire their rifles costantly and even 

shoot of^a cannon.If seemed last night like a great 4^6f July, fire­

works celebration; at first I thought they were sklrmishinp with 

the Fascisti, but it seems not; they only wanted to impress the 

citizens. After ten, if they saw a light ln(fewlndow they called 

out:"luce" ^ fired. They really fired into a window that was open; 4c 

hit one woman who was pgeking out. 

Yesterday the crowds down town were still great. About noon 

came a rumor that the wa|.was over. You can Imagine the rejoicing, 

I fell for it as on Nov./1918, a wep^ (for the first time in years). 



, We were all cured Ir •at a quarter o;' .,'ur,?•.•"• • ,re cai»t 

an alarm.It haa ..̂  sobering effect.So do Cb.urchill's threatningo. 

I do think he might j.st at t. is moment use the stick le;̂ s a; 

offer us more of the carrots,It seeras to me Italy is sore to 

Sv-rrender soon,Cur p<> esterday, .a.; account of the mee^-

ting of tho Great Coun.cil whlj _ .:Sted ten hours,,*-.̂ i M-i" sup-r 

porters turning against htm,it sounded liite a far off imita­

tion-of Julius Caesar-("Ingratitude raore strongthar. traitor̂ -ilĵ  

arms quite vanq am") 

AUG.2-1943- Very sinister deeds have beeji • -neathh 

the surface;fascists >:o...- up k • u!a.o au ho sha- stomac ,chesf 

or back,tlxl they sp/t olood;funeral wreaths nave htet. , .,,_,g 

on the dooBSi^ of some '• o'd to • '" ,or evem coffins 

to their es,Murders have beea noir! . : : we hetl^ ?n 

wispers-noth ing appears in t- e papers. Indeed the papers o,-., >̂  

jo:st as 4-lttle relation of b'le rea„, life of the people,as;Sh,#r' 

they did'when under Fascist direct'.on. Sve,r cME-ors f ;r 

peace k cannot understand Kcoaollo's to ,.̂  arizing, ojt ̂ ion^^ 

Avitabile writes from home that peace wia^ soon come,that B;*-

dogi'o will sign the terms.Siie's any a torii-uing time in 

her home city k ttankfi^l sh,e cooia. -â̂- I^JCK just now,ever, 

th •\u'' it too,A; her 12 ô .̂ rs to go,lnstea(; io'"4*Ŝ -- "̂  • : -•:-way 

of Pisa k Leghorn etc, k ended at ti -^ „h'>stevere station, 

'̂ Ĉoiffiing bacl^nglo-American t. ianes were over fue train most 

of the way; at every station ti'e alarm was sound ing.)che is 

staying with her friend tl-.e Waidensian-pas tor tc h.is wife in 

Piazza Cavour.An Jiour or so , f tci' iier arrival on the 25ti . 

the rejoicing over M.'s fall began.She couxd not y-:t toisiftep 

till 4 a.m. & was awkened at ^tjO. She wanted to go out in­

to th.e streets at once,but could not find anyone to ho with 

her,Finally ,she did get out. It was wonaei-ful to see the :a 

radiant faces. Perfect stranp'ers •es3f*«*'*̂ >-together & kissti 



each o t h e r . Al l I ' a s c i s t s emblems a re d i s a p e a r i n g : so',-;e are 

carved in to the bu l id i i iys k i t mJist take time to c" 

them off .The l i ' t x e f l a t , r o u n d , Fase is i . o i t t o : s tho war wore 

COitheir l a p e l s (nic,K.naiBed oe- a)havo ••o^-:-,out you can see 

tha markwhsre t h e ; hc^ve bfen.i .owaa/s i t ia h.-.rd to , «# 

new c o a t . She th inks t h a t M, w i l t be t r i e d soo ^oill end 

ueforela f i r i n g squad. Siie says a t the meeairy of t- e Great 

Council t h e r e . . i-jVlislcai oaows ;:iven as wel l as ^CB. 

t a l .M.went to the King & t o l d h - ta-..e (!p wao ''.eord r#^' 

f e e t s i lence. i l i .ey say tha King Is n i s dAtahe, ; robaoiy he 

d i d ' n t know what i t vic.s a l l abou t . lioe t h h : • oi:. • .--it v^ "by 

Grandi '- h i s f r ienos ,v . ' i th the army stand Uiy on tiack of t'-em 

k was c a r e f u i .y p repaeed . When the mee t i ry o-' t> e h o u n c ' l 

was# 'over ,M. apparen t ly thouyi^t to s t a r t a '•~'i""i war ic wert 

to the telep>iorie: a l l tbie wi res were c u t . h e was h.e.^ple3s. 

Tilings seem to move s low! , , t tbe peor-^e's w i l l .._. b̂ -e'W, 

almost p ' l ralysed.T^e.; a r e ueeu to sub l;a; '- ; a h - -' ..t 

they a re t o ld wi thout cao^ ,. , n t , s o now i. . ooxtlnue to # 

submit . 

AUG,14-1943- ^hen M. l e f t one King, -^ -o^r had di;.._ 

peared & an amdu.i.anee wĉ s wa i t ing fo r itim. he, inq.o'red wiiy 

t h a t was."By order of i l l s Majesty".So t h e r e was nothi.--g to 

be done.Ko was put i n t o i t . ^ n e n he a r r i v e d a t the comnwn 

barracks to wbiich the tooa him,he w a s t a t e of sl'ock, 

could not speak.'DS#.ii^vita...hie i-.as so f o r t u n a t e a; to know 

the cccbor woo a t t ended h i • •. :• , . 0 o '̂̂  \ b' f i-'o. i l s 

Whan M.had bean r e s t o r e d ,ha vai„ 1̂ ^ ... fury & raged f i r r t t 

the K i n g : " a f t e r 20 yeors of fri,enhs i p , to t r e a t me so ."^ 

Tlien a t the peop l e , then a t H i t l e r . " H.i'ac •• 0̂  'nV.',I 

( o r ' 4 2 ) to make peace with R u s s i a , ! t o l d h'.m to do so . I f 

he had, foalowea n;.' a av lce t h i s w-ju.i,d never h-.u h:ip?-en,ed.»h . 

There were no conveniences a t the b a r r a c k s - the o f f i c e r s 



'\ I) 

wwho rece ived him ,apologized to h i s Excel lency for tbe camp 
bed.m.glanced a t i t & sa id i t was afllJrlyht for a youn^-: m^in, 

bo't he was oid.'^The next day be T/as tajcen awa,y & went 0" sta­

ges , so as to oefogthe peopLe, to t i e is^-ana of Ponza off Wa-

p le s .To t h i s p r i son he had sent ye-u-s h e n n l , e d i t o r of t l s 

Avantl .He has been r e l e a s e d k. as he '•-l-i.ked out,M. \vyiked i n . 

The,;' saw each o t h e r , b u t ma.oe ao .siiTi.What a drama i t a l l i s ' 

S igna . Avi tao i iewas not a u l e t o ge tnear the d e v a s t a t e d p a r t s ^ 

of Rome,but heard much about them . I t seems lo.OOO ivere ^' ..-

ledkn the f i r s t r a id of Ju ly I-yth.; 6000 were soldler$who are 

of cou r se , a le '- ' i t imat- i€.t, but the r e s twere mostly cho 

poorwho l i v e d in the S.Lorenso a i t r i c t , s o m e t i m e s I5 or 20 in 

a room, in s o i t e of I t a l b ' s v a u n t e a s u p e r i o r i t y teethe iyoh-ish 

Siums.Men h i r ed to dig out the v i c t i m s , a n o.rf 0 >,. y. a t 7p.m. 

6c. no ma t t e r i f some one unuernantu i s screaming for h e l p , o f f 

they i70.(Alx the Bomans a re a-iuist a t t ] i is) l 'he bodies put in 

morgues have » •' en burb led , t h e r e seems to oe no one to '-o 

i t . r h . e a u t h o t ; : "Let t}\e r e ^ d i v - , . them."Of coursi: 

yor c a n ' t sta,nd i t to -^o n - - r the p l a c o s , ! s'^ould ^a.i our 

chance of escaping pe s t i i e r i c e were Si . ight t 

One ch i l d of four was s l i l l a l i v e unuerneath some r u i n g , b u t 

could no t oe reached.They gave her, food througbi a pipe.They 

asked h e r i f she was c.ioae-"No,out the o t h e r s a i e a l l a s l e e p " . 

Many of the s u r v i v e r s have 1̂0 pj.ace to s l eep k to p repare 

food;have to l i v e iii-:-e savages . 

When the King went to v i s i t the p laces ,He was spa t upon, fie 

wenh- on t a l k i n g l i k e an automaton:"The war i s n e c e s s a r y , pne 

war i s n e c e s s a r y . " Ihe P r i n c e s s was no more walc.3Hir,but the # ' 

POPE,who d i s t r l b u t e a b i l l s among the populace ,hau Kis car ^#|p 

ru ined through the p r e s s of the crowd <i had to get out , t i l l 

another was s e n t , to t ake Him home. 'WSK-
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Slgna's Avitabile's fathBr# is burled at Verano,but she Mi 

could not go to HKIS tomb,as one is not allawed to enter tha e 

cemetery. 

At Rome the first 4S hours of rejolclna va-is u grett sight. 

The poor people tiiought the fall of M.meant the end war.One . 

old man had a picture of M.in the palm of his hand whlch# 

he held out to passers-by as if beggin--, 00 oln ;: "p spit 

on it." There was a or, ister on the Corso near Rocerts"* 

representing an Anyio-baxon attacking >i.n Italiaoi chiidwith 
} 

a. spear.Someooo.' a a r o t t i ' ' changeo i-o: heaci of • ,o-S. 

for that of M.-It remained so for several 

There were constant alerts at Roma.S':'. was lieici op ev»-'r,a on-v. 

sometHhBt?«several times& ooliged togo iiito# shelters.I!--

t 

dangerous to stay iri tna otr ots oeoaooe o.b the anti-air fi­

ring, though no bombs were dropped witixe sht aas there. (July ' 

25-Aug.II)It seems that people living in piaẑ 'a Savour did 

not krow of the bomoardment on the 19th.-They thoi b it v;as 

one of the usuax cî -ai-ms.r.o running water even in Pic:,„̂  1J-

vour,because of the ou'oken maln|;s.People iri thooe p.̂ rts of 

Rome are not worried,since they see that the aimln; is good. 

The railway yarus haa o^^eu rapdroa ofter the first bomb'ard-

ment,iience the second. I aired my view thia t tiie EnylishAvould 

never bom]- Rome, it was the Americans .She sai;-; ih.tt vvas what 

the Romans were, saying. 

To-day comes the nea's of t'ue secona bombing of Rome& of Tu­

rin, The Sola palace in iiLam(Serueiloni,where Napoleon stay-

ed)was hit according to the paper,I do hope it escapedwith-
i 

out much harai,It.hin.'i trie valuable collections had been ramo-

ved(lohn k Kathryn^ Jjartlett went to tea there on their we^^-

dlng tour)Par Tt seeme that M.did visit the ruins in Rome, 

h>-t not officially: he hcu an alert soundec,so bie could go 

unseen k unliaraed. 

We wish they woulu hurry up cc finish him off.It is danger*-



ous to leave him there in Ponza,I think,They Scu/ tii>. -Uisclst^ 

are dead,but not tlie "pidocchl"(the lice),He's capable t?€i, *>-C 

make civil war,At the Great Council he askt;,> General Galbla-

tlto start something,Dut he declinea saying: he aid not fael 

well . • 

At^^!^^^@^3- Standing on a aoorvmy in Rome durim- an 

alert,Florence fell into conversation alch u. workman,a very 

ordinarv man,who understood the sitautlon, saying that tbe 

Germans had begun the tombino, oi!̂ -' ov.-j' England,that Itfly 

had helpeu6c was now paying for it, y,::e ;..OA.. .O ha-S* iiept Svery 

one informed. 

Au?.24-1943- There is- rumour that M. hnS bp^n t̂ .ccr'. to-
- .A 

Maudalena(S'5rdl"hia) . Maria,Fra^esod's mother,came to see me 

last night.She lives in a crovoaaa oistrict ctcross the Arno 

& walks twice a day to th.e shop in Piazza Golaonl where she 

is employed.She is very sociadie .i talxs vvlth the customers 

(i. people olft the street .There's little in the life of the 

people that escapes her.Or Sunoay Jû oi a5th. many, of her 

neighbors took their mattreo^as x v<;li. onto climb 

a nearby hill."The /imeT-icons }:ave dropped leaflets saying 

that Florence will be bombed at 4 o'clock"was the cry. 

(Where^do all these rumors start?^ The poor souls tolledup 

the hill on that ver'i hot day to return in the evening,ex-

pxaifting that t.he raid would be at 4 o.m.. The level-head­

ed JMtarl«t resisted their appeals to go with them,out invited a 

wogstan wlio lived 2 stories above her to come down k sleep 

^^y^iXn hifT.Xhen near midnihiit camethe great news of M.'s fall, 

###|̂ î ;̂ #̂ #jf#̂ ,̂̂ -ĵ xap»3?,iAm#/»fh«.'»̂ hopĵ  brought by a nelgh-

bor;4'They went with her to listen to the Radio, 

/rf̂ ndav motning Maria got into great crowds on her way to 

work,every o^e exuberant.The 3h;jp-i.-oeper tola hor̂ they'.. shut 

up,so she started back home.v^en .̂  ot to tne Piazza ael Car-



mine, a policeman aAked her where she was going?-"Home"-

"Well don't go through this piazza it's dangerous.2 She heard 

firing k learnt that the iasclsti in one of their centers, 

refused to leaVe a. a.-re snootln;:;: out of the winaovvs. fhey h. d 

child kiiled'ii: wounded som-;: vsomen.She went home alon>;{ ano­

ther street, 

Tuesday morning she was awakened by crowas before the house, 

exortlng people to put out white flags (for peace).She prompt 

iy hung out her sheet. Aloi .:ia aiuotiier group demanding the 

tricolor:white red iegreen,so she tiuaea that .Then came cara-

tinleri orderlnAher to tcixe in t:a. vbaite k she obeyed. \jphen te 

she got ir: the street she sa?; mo. men carryin-y white flag*̂  

demonstrating for an armistice.It seems that a certain mem­

ber quit their vork ^ aia tutii' utmost for the f'ood caus§ 

but unfottuffiately many more went to work,The result was M 

that the minority were put in prison for ten da;'s. That is 

wh;/ Florence has been so caimhiiVe are led to believe thcit 

Milan has done better. 

It would appear that Italy could join the Allies to cbae^ 

-sae out the aermans,but,alas, she is more afraid of the # 

Germans than of the Allies,a; there are so many of them i 

all over Italy. I think that in the back of every one's 

mind is the thought of poison gas,a. that prevents a c t ^ ^ 

ion in the right direction, ^hen we were invading Sii;:̂ - ^^, 

ly^ & advancing wltri sucli rapidity ,1 could not under-

sta.ud it .Suddenly it oecurred to me that the Germans 

were aiowlng us to get well into tiie center, in great 

numbers,with the Intent of tiien voverwhelalng us wlt>i 

poison gas. "' '' 

The very next morning Armlda told me of a meeting of 

r 

ovl.e rneive .:%.•. o, .,s was ' le iore tne l a i i 

^-Fascism) told the people ta .,„... ̂, reparea ,if -ossiDle, 

wit'̂ s gas-masks,if not, with wot nandkerchief• s to elf) 
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C>->i . i - t - t^ .î ĥ̂ v̂  .:^.^^r^^ • ---^: v - " y , ; ,^ , X/ .,^Q<,-S„t. 

/'̂ '̂V-- / ^ - hJt.^^ 

•-j'~A.V.^4%r<4^ 

l^y^., 

6<,..w-v^2i?v,.,.c---^<ii--

• j - - - » - , : y r - - " ' " . . • " * g i l "*--^---^-"•l-^ 

^::J \ 

i t ^ / a 7 
il 



y ^ / I / 

-^«/u«bt-l> ^^n-'^t^ yC^.» *t-c..o<_-< 1^ «!». 
''-.:i'i; .,-0, ' V - l . 

(̂ b? / ? ^ V a- /^ /»a4) 

< 1 < ^ 

e- ^ ^ 

_i.^.lS5 

1^-W /̂ t̂ ^M*—•̂ lt.̂ 1.̂ ^ ^ 

eg Oi->-ws 



L 

'^^ - — ' >^ " ^ A - u . ^ ^ ^ - L . > ^ ^ ^ ^ 

/ 
!?->•*-=» 

^ t v * ^ '^^c. 

^ ^ 
^ ^ 

hV^ 

C^-^-T-e 

^a,.*'->—t-'i'-*-' .^ ;2_A^/^"' .9^ 

;?->^ ;> ^v^-^ .^....^w.-.,.:^ :^b^^ ' / s , . : ^ " : » - ^ - -̂ -̂ ^^^ 



H©v«iBb«r >i-d, liH-^ 

All ua ln t s* J)fî  we had two a l s r i ae . (Oorteou-s wea ther , jj'' In sun) 

Abou' o P. ;. >'ir?.', the maid, o%mt in wuch f l u s t e r e d sn<1 bes ide h t r t e l f to 

announce t ha t the re *;«re two fesclBtss dcwnatairfi i n o a i r l n g i-" "̂  h'^^ o r . ' d i o . 

:h«M ll-Sil to tne h i l t , b i t d id not Vnow he >roo««d f u r t h e r . They had 

a l l but Bworn f-'% her because the p r o p r i e t o r was not t h e r e . (He wrs u p s t a i r s 

l i s t e n i n g ' to xi^ To*i) Aî  i bp-^n to ld thfct t he re wis no er.cr.pe becouse 

t hey h«d t a e l i n t of r ^mers a t h e s b q a a / t e r a , I h«d to l e t one of there 

COP* 1 •'. •." vk-is «!, jToor l i t t l e speci '^ ' in, one oC ino«e hnn-*e-">%«on of F^^nclsw 

who in a '-0- • o n t a s ' tiu^e u l i l b?! v-orkini; .for 'lie i»n,ylo-*.h,.̂ -':-̂  . >:llliui," 

l y , •*• .iii not t.:,..-:* the s e t but emnounced, c i v i l l y enouijhj thfo; •:" :. • be 

s«n t to th* dofs'^iaaarlat of S.- ' . Fo-^'tlla >:«tw««n 7 & 7 .1>, yo.i b e s t 

i t ? o.« wuuib ,0.0 o r e c - ' - ' ' ond 1 '!»ioald &et i t back l ! I "2^ iU5pal(te.iea 

1& vuole" he sa id in p^o ' t in t . C'Oiey a t o l l only from •tiie An4lo-3axon») 

Iveryone WAS «O kind to me t h a t i t took away the s t in« | of losinff ray 

r»aJio. Aa y'?t 1 h^jve not missed I t , beini* t l r i d o i l 'with the e x i t e n e n t 

fend oonfasioru To snow wh»t a love ly person Si-.^norr- / i v l t a b l l e i s she 

appeared t n l s moraine a t t^ door wi th he r l i t t l e r>.dIo in her hTBB to 

l^nd n;«. I " ' - "!0l tBie i t . 

HoVf.'oh^r Ib ' tb , l y - . 

,Eere we H.TI^: '"^i-^liry l̂o'vn fo r fhe f i f t h wint*-:- -a, â .- , ,,,.y, r̂  

been conf ident thjit I t « l y would be out of I t by Sep te rbe r i ,*<« nnk 

deaperatf t ly ^hnt hMS hMpoentrt in th« South t o fiel-^y our advance nnd where 

i s the 'Jth .'srhiyY A 1 1 those »iiTalt!ari«o,.3 Ifjj-uiia,,.; -.« .•I'MI .?io:a'̂ .:i oh h.ave not 

tr.ken place nnd we are l e f t hi-sh snd dry in the ^ r i *'rr^»na t h a t 

t i g h t e n s ©verv , ^ • , 1,ir-lrlBbln^ food aupyly, Hiometlne.:. I»ve 

wondertcl I f our t roaya -tims-p. 40in,- alow to [ir-t ..sxXia-ny t< cbhiuce to 

o o l l s p s e , li?h» t food for tune *'OT the n o r t h of It^^ly i f tiv x could hft-pi-pBn 

h i r a t ! before the A . l . rn^oha^. us I 

A« i t i ; , , ijerhi^ps t h i s slow approach i s lengthenint:, our l l v e e , f o r 



i t eeeros doubtful i f we can come throa«h « l l v e th-i t dread Day -mi^n the 

mglo American a r r i v e and tha Oerwana l e n v e , between bombardments of t he 

one pnd bur in^ and shoo t ing of the o t h e r . How not « day pas ses wi thout 
A 

t h e f l r i n i : of osnnon off and on» In good -feather we have a l e r t s - t h r ee 

i n a dsy. Coald there be a h o r r i d e r sound than the s i r e n ? I n e x o r a b l e , 

t : ierel l€ss 1' aci-e'jchet;.. 

Sa r ly t h i s month some Jews here in Florence were talcen away, d e s t l n -

n t i o n unknown, wi th only tihet they qtoo< .̂ up i n . One wa« « m-m o.f 7^* 

ano the r *. y^'ing: wo"--"• • :'*'•• ";"• "••*"!- « i r l ; .ihe ''-ae 6jc>'iot lutj a baby 

s h o r t l y . Her husb^md ii»(L ^one sway en bualnohs fo r n few days , so Bhe 

was unprotec ter i . Also we Imew of en .»\?rerle*5K wo^jen who wais t a k e n , but I 

heve not heerd who i?he wifs ô :* why Bhe wa.i tftken. 

Our g ren t f ea r has b-sen t ha t tney miifht want t h i s houBS fo r Germans. 

fhe boarders a t tiie Anglo«4me lean (now Reglna) had t o c l e a r out in } days* 

air.ong thorn the Cor& wuo oiave l i ved t h e r e for 50 ye^trs . You can imaijine 

t h e ace ureal a t ion of c l o t h e s *Ln6 o t h e r >^elonglUf;a! F o r t u n a t e l y tbey fcuna. 

s h e l t e r ^it the Uon^tant ine (where I was i n 1934) but only one room f o r the 

couple and t h s e e do^Hl tlie ly t runks pjid boxej hnd to ^e s t o r e d , 

I heard of the hotel being taken over just aa ny radio left and I 

oald th?t I hnd nothing to complain of, so long as I could stay by my own 

fire aide. 

ihe (^rmane have taken tha (ih*and Hotel (wî ioh has been closed daring; 

th« war), the Boglloni, and the first floor of the ConbitTli I'enaion. 

It is wonderful hos«f well "vire btil>. live, the food is lesfi this month, 

but at111 appetizing, Horenoe A. was invited Sunday to lunch st the 

Sxeelslor unA found the menu about the ŝ ame as here: chicken, a v«e?etH&ble, 

polenta (like our boilea rauuh with a sauce) and an apple, but that the 

jortions were smeller than here, Sverything comes frow the black ©erket. 

0 not jjee how the poor exist, ^g-s are L, 7.«; butter i( 1.- for 100 

I have bought a tiny electric heather for £ 2,00 to boll water. 



3 
I»d be f o r l o r n wi thout t h e A v i t a b i l e , th® k i n d e s t lieopic on e a r t h . 

Twice they have brought in t n e l r r ad io »et and l e f t i t f o r a day. I f any 

one in the house i s i l l , tne young B o t t o r e a s a iP o&lled I n . Laat week nn 

s t t r f t o t i v e young lady had thred hemorrhages in two days and the Doctor was 

devot in i ; h e r s e l f to her even a c t i n g aa n u r s e , t i l l she could f ind one f r e e . 

Of course tne p.s.tient was scnref? a t i iX and most of the o the r boai 'ders 

f locked to see her « out of morbid o u r i o a i t y . Tlie d o c t o r s {she hsd two) 

tuiTieb the.-r ou- hu-i- •'••û y vl-j,«,ys ca,:*3e back, H^jturHily tbe P r o p r i e t o r doan 

n o t want the ^-ir l imitit Dut s h e ' s deterwined not to go to a ganatorl^u?. 

fhe Case I s complicated by S igner P t j e n t i , her cons tmi t v i a i t o r . As the 

n ĵme rce^ma r e , l u t i v e , /̂e w^rs •11 f.eceived iind c e l l e d hl!^ her ( incle , bu t i t 

seeffis i t i a a t e n d e r e r t i c t h a t b inds tnem and fo r t n s t the f r o p r l s t c r 

wants to*,et . r i d of h e r , fhe poor g i r l l i v e d a t iw^pallo but n;ov6a to Milan 

n o t loi j^ a^'O, whf-re she took a f l a t and furn ished i t . Cue -ooi'niJVo fjhe 

• werged froa a s h e l t e r to f ind she 'd l o s t ever / th in^- . Her f i r s t eTiotion 

was on© of Intena-s thankf ulne^iB to be a l i v e I Bad luck pur-sued h9T t o 

F lorence wiiere sJie had news t h a t he r neyhew hod been tFuCen by the Germans. 

That was the day ahe f e l l 111, Rovi-evar he eseeped snd she ir, now doing we l l , 

Oae of the people i n the house who hî u* baer very kind to hnr I s Slgnorr 

I l k l c (pr , , .y i ' l l tch; ),, Yx^i-s^tr:,, the v.>i'?ow o- r Ju/roslitov. .^ne car.aA'roa 

Spa la to brin,^lBg K trsmendaps l o t of lu<?«see *infl t h r ee sens, Irtin IG y e a r s 

o l d end twine of l 4 . Ih t t o l d someone tba t i t ••••eb Intnrrjf l t ing to gee how 

t h e o the r h a l f l i v e d ; t h a t a f t e r the war sue would r e t u r n t o her ov<n mi l i eu 

1 am daazled by the splofflb of n person ir. l u rope who orai spe-k c o n f i d e n t l y 

of t h e f u t u r e I The Slgnora aenla the i n v a l i d a g r e a t dea l of food, i n c l u d ­

i n g hea r ty broak . fas t s , sa^h aa are >inknown In t n l s houaa. Gie in r a t h e r a 

crcmk, has aoiae s o r t of a gadget she ausyends ornr a alok person to d i s cove r 

t h e cause of i l l n e s s . She took the B o t t o r e s s a a a i a e , say ing t h a t o f ten t imes 

thft lajriaan sees mor^ c l e a r l y than the p r o f e s s i o n a l , so " I can t e l l you tih^ 



tilt Signorina hat not T .B., the trouble is in her neck, perhaps cancer!" 

Apparently the whole household is of her opinion and there is no wore 

t a l k of a 3»iaAt«ri;Am, 
DecetMber I '^ th, 19%5 

i,Ver s ince the p e r i l of 0«sraaB oceuisetion caree n e a r , we ha re kep t 

t h e f ron t Soor clo«s«d irsd locked (fro75t door« here nvn b ig ind t h i c k , 

about 12 ih;*t i yb »rd nrohsd yjnd sugges t those of P, f o r t r e J i s ) , l e s t the 

g l o r i e s wi th in ahoula hn EP»n. b3J, ent^^r >y thfl ^-lervlcc door . 1 f e e l 

w e l l p r o t e c t e d v,hen the aoor olaKfc er<^ I far>cy the Irawbrid^^re I s drawn 

up too , T,h.% -m-r-^UiA 'ioor i « pbout bo f e e t f u r t h e r dtown the s t r e e t , but 

i t i s j u s t a ho le in tiie .»al l , o'toning on a poky passage which l e a d s to 

t h e x i t o a a n . About 'Ihr^nksgiving time two ^Mrmji o f f l o e r a opme t o ask f o r 

e l even beda fo r OArrrmnn, 5hey, i n a t a a d of being- t aken to oiur d l i p i l f l e d 

s a l o n , were kei)t ataiiajj.i<< in tne e n t r y , dark and none, too c l e a n . ('Xhe 

f o u r .aervants e re ovei'TNorked) whi le the P r o p r i e t o r u s e d ' h i s wiley on theis: 

t h e hou&s wss f u l l aa an egg •» r e f u g e e s , ev?.cueB, bcsbed out:», o ld peopl* 

w i t h s e n i l e ieaientla doun t c » ttiby of two, born in a oonoen^'-rhtlon oi.mp 

i n A b y s s i n i s ; then followed complin-enta on t h e i r I t n l i t j i ; ba w .̂s a p r i s o n e r 

of war i n the .1 o' unpl«Ho ntne-a^, e t c . e t c . W e l l , the Lion f i g h t i n g f o r 

h i s cubs won out and thfly went away never to r e t u r n . We ^11 extol''«'^' him 

t o t b e s k i e s . We a re psu i ic^s t r iken a t tho thought of le-vin^^, as i t i s so 

he rd to f ine .5 plt;.c«. 1 f i n a l l y p u l l e d reyself t o g e t h e r and faced f a c t s : 

t h a t probably the re vvaa al-̂ s-aiya r^oa a t the top -̂  i ' d f ind a roof tjoaewhere. 

Bat of coarae t h e r e i s c o n s t a n t ttms^r » we l i v e dangeroua ly . I t i s t a k i n g 

i t out of t he p r o p r i e t o r , a l a s I He lookg old and drawn. 

fhe o t h e r day * l o t h • when I was f e e l i n g peacefu l enou^,h, in c;?>ne 

Signora A v i t a b i l e wi th a 'judi^et of bad newe: C h u r c h i l l had pneureonla; we 

were In danger of beinis turned o u t ; m t r i a l of poisonous gas was be ing 

^ade; Innabruck , t h a t b e a u t i f u l l i t t l e c i t y , hsd been bombed. 



Again t h i s week the Avits^bile have l e n t m t h e i r r ad io so I had the 

p l e a s u r e (?) of h e a r i n g t h a t we had s c a r c e l y budged on the bay of Saete 

s i n c e loveiaber lOth , Many were the rumors of be ing l i b e r a t e d before 

Chrintajas, but we hea r l e s s of them now, 
DecefBber 20 th , I943 

<i{hnn I was w r i t i n g in the l a s t l e t t e r of our g r e a t f r o n t door being 

cloi^al d'-.:/ ^0 '"11 : ••: nigh+-, " t thah very t i s e i t ,«ius opened because the 

Duchessa d i j iante deil»» Rovere, an American, could no longe r Rtsna us ing 

t h e Bervioe door aiad having he r f r i e n d Mrs, l e l s o n (*ay come to see h e r i n 

th,^!t afr /̂l AS •'^'- n.,,,,.,.„5g*;yj, apparen t ly has no use fo r « i t h « r of inert! and 

s ays h e ' d b t g lad to hsve the Duchessa go (she I s no end of a nuisance 

w i t h no e s p r i t be co rps ; she re fused t c cJivs up .ler r » t i o a o s r d s to hire, 

a s the resit of ua do BO t h a t he can p lan fo r U;i a l l t o g e t h e r ) ; a f t e r a l l 

t h i s I W448 s u r p r i s e d to hes r th-at h e ' d y i e l d e d to her r e i t e r ; j t e d demajrids. 

Wel l , the very d*»y n f t e r th* !"cOor was opened, in carae some German 

o f f i c i a l s , asked to «e« the whole dowastalrw, prono^ineed i t such n i c e r 

t h a n the o the r pensions '-.j).d. v-.anted to b ĵy I t , (Pfeper poney lo p l e n t y ) , 

AetorF frow,Germ»\yiy were oo*"dne t o e n t e r t a i n the wo!in(̂ .pfl nnd t h i s would 

be j u s t bhe p lace f o r thepi for t-'/o months. You Civn ItRaglne tho f l u t t e r 

i n the dovecotel W« hun l ly s l s p t t i l l I t wad dec ided . The P r o p r i e t o r 

ga ined another v i c t o r y , 

JDecemher <d^n, I943 

A n ice p r e s e n t from th<^ P r o p r i e t o r w^a havin,? hot v,>ter on Ciiristrcaal 

We oen always have p i t e h o r a of i t brouitut t o our rooma (boilifi£>, t oo ) 

"but i t ha3 to be p u t n f u l l y lugged by th« ovsr-worked ae i 'vaa ta . 

On Chris t t tas Sve, ChristSBas day, and th© 26th sm»li towns about us 

were boiabed. 'i'a h.ad the Hl-Arm, On Chr l s t rms Ive i t c&iac j u s t ns the 

Pope waa broadCBstin^-, I ^m isgin i t . 

Some ffioro **errri-n orf io ,s ry cara© to say we'd have to t a k e s i x Gerreane 

^ ?t ight. Thoy put t h r ee beds in each of ^*»o rooms in the annex. The 



s o l d i e r s do not e a t here and use the back s t a i r s ?̂ nd kl tchsj i e n t r a n c e , so 

wo soo no th ing of them. They ^o tc the Cons ta t i t ine fo r nsesls , «uch t o the 

d i s g u s t of Baronessa Cora who s i t s nea r theRi in the a i n l n s room. 

One n igh t a f t e r e leven I was j u s t g.^t t lng i n t o bed when some of them 

opened the door i n t o our h a l l from tho ann^tx, fhe house was a l l abed, 

80 they becan to h a l l o o to s e t aosis .^it tentlon, I va.s r s i ther f r i g h t e n e d . 

Soonji the i^ ropr ie tor , taie raaii, tho TRsid;? appeared. I t seemed th«*t two 

s o l d i e r s sau uaa speut the nl,-^ht before here and had ttoao avsiay, în« 

oxpec ted ly osJte b'5.ck to f ind t h e i r bedB ocoupied. i'hey wore put i n a 

maid*a room a f t e r r l l d h u a t l i n c , sio r e had e igh t t h a t n i g h t . 

At the Gons taa t ine ee*oh Serjapr? s o l d i e r ha® 1/2 l b . of b u t t e r , and 

good b u t t e r not tha r anc id a tu f f we^ve •')ee,n hSkVing, 

H e r e ' s to a Happy S'ew ye?ir to you a l l , ry det i rs , , 
Or 

I shall bo thinking of you aa ov«,r, 

i9Mxe.T^ 2nd, 1944 

Thers wae rauch no i se here on new y*!ar ' s Sve, I t soanded I l ka 

eannonadlni?* Probably i t was our Masters o e l e b r a t l n g . By the way, an 

AaerlcrjD wou-en sa id to the Bsroness Co r s : "^io »?re »>. l o t b e t t e r off s i nce 

tho Gerraane eafije, c o n ' t you th ink so?" ine Baioness geve a hea r ty n e g a t i v e 

and the o t h e r cciJtiniJ<»'1: "But d o n ' t ymi t h i n k H i t l e r I B a wonderful waB?" 

!Ehat raakes my blood b o i l I A l a s ; t he re seer; t o be sore such Aftieriosjis than 

thosts of our l ior t . 

I n t h i s house w«̂  had e raild c c l e i r f t t l o n . T"uey put up a sc reen in tho 

dining' rooR fo r faovmg p i c t u r e s and the Slgnora I l l c showed thos-s she had 

t a k e n in I t -^ ly , very b e a u t i f u l t h e y say . Then she showed p i c t u r e s of hor 

f i l l a nea r Ylonn?, n p r i n c e l y aotaain, Sho had t o a e i l i t \ ^en the war 

oamo, or r a t h e r "give i t may f o r only B l50 ,000 . " Thoy movod t o Spa l a to 

and U v e a in he r husband ' s j}nh<*a»,, Tliat has been bombed, Signora Heimler 

f^n iBO about tho p i c t u r o s m& added, " I could s c a r c e l y enjoy them, knowing 



what p l ea su re i t would have given you to wee thejr." Signor-i I l i i c did not 

e t a y down t o the midnight euppor but gatherin^j he r sons and S lgnor ina D 

( t h o f , B , ) took them up to f o a s t i n hor roon; say ing " those people aro not 

ou t s o r t , " L i t t l e Mlas D raust havo boon bowildorod, 

KQV I should l i k e to bo wis ing you Happy How l e ^ r and wh&t i s more, 

neelirf how you 5,11 a.r«I You inuat fih'l. i t prt :. ..^ *rkaom€ /.ot t o be able t o 

aiove about , he ro i t i a alcsost i m p o s s i b l e : a man has a r r i v e d from Rorcie, 

2j> houi'a on the way inistaaa yf 4! lift a«.ld t he re was oonatwnt exui tement 

end ahootln^- in Konie, Bicycle® are no loni^ier nl lor /ed, beoauso tho 

"Goamuniiata" ^ou l i l i a e alou^iside a buu and •a'aQoX Ihtt Germans i n I t , How 

b u s i n e s s e»n be oiorrled on ••flthoat b i k e s , I d o n ' t tetov?, 

January j t u , i ^^^ . 

Signer Leoni h«;s paid ^'00 l l r o f o r }4 c h i l l of s a l t , :i^ g r o a t good 

l u c k he raan^ -̂̂ ed to wangle 100 c h i l i of oranges •• frore the Germans, (They 

v/ere ^̂*•"-'.•̂ •<«y aa a dozen t l«-«s , I t h i n k , ) 

l a r l y in the af ternoon n. cattion &nd t r a i l e r drove up to tha l i t t l e 

ooa l end c t n e n t depot oppoal t and a Gormfin o f f i c e r , b o s s i n g a dozen 

I ta l isxif i , took off uaoka of O'-̂ f'-Qrit. ^«i,s.n't I ruvlGg? 

J u s t r ece ived * aotlofi t o pay Ry r ^ d i o t a x . >Yhat i rony alnoe tho 

Powers t h a t hs l i f t e d i t over two montoia a.'iOl I had to p.v,\ , i„, ; ,ao. 

On the Ij^tii ^nd 14.th bopibs were throw.B nf^'-.r tu© Axce la io r .«ind the 

s t a t i o n . I t was s a i d a f a s c i s t wes V i l l e d and t^o Germans wounded. We 

a r o now panished by having the eurftH' a t / i n a t e s l of 1 1 ; p a t t e d on tho 

head by th>s "ffatlone" f o r p rev ious good b e h a v i c r . 

On the 17th a t 8 A. 1 , a Bed Cross aisbalanoo oaice t o^ t ake Sli=jnora I l i l o 

t o tho h o s p i t a l * i t h a layater lous diaeRse i/hich proved t o be t y p a o i a , 

tompora ture 4 1 ' ( l O ^ ) . On the I 8 t h In the ovenlnf? t h e r e was an Anglo-

•nerican a i r r a i d in the oats. lcirta of F l o r e n c e , I sev g roa t f l a r e s from 

Window, alfflost l i k e Chln«s *« l a n t e r n s hanging in the sky* 



y 

January 29 th , ly^'^ 

The h o s p i t a l a t Csroggi has been t«ken over by the (Jermans. 

Paying p a t i e n t s ©an s t ay where they a r e , bu t t he poor hev« t o bo oro'Mod 

i n t o one ward wi th one W.C. and one wash bowl fo r )0 p e r s o n s . To novo t o 

t h e i r new q u a r t e r s they haS to go down two f l i g h t s of s t a i r B and up^wo 

o t h e r a , (©levator no t runn ing) fho scene of reinoval \wa8 pandeTjoniiaim Ono 

p a t i e n t who wns going home f a i n t e d on tho s t a i r n and remained t h e r e t e n 

ffilnutee whi le Qerrrprs were ^^olng up and down and a doc to r YSfm t r y i n g t o 

g o t h i e p r ec ious pc.oo^.4i©n«ll'' dovm a ts - i r s virapped in a a h e e t . Poor 

Doctor F lorence was *»o t l r « d »3h6 could not B 1 6 « P th^.t /.right. 

Of courae we'xe wor r ied for f e e r t h e y ' l l t i k e t h i s houon. S igner 

Leoni 0£.,.'̂ a in Last e^vaning t o s-.^ txu:l uuthox-j-1,-*a ĥ •5!1 telephonefl a l l 

pene iona yeetdrday ask ing number of rooms, i^aluna, • t c , he had appealed 

t o h i s frle)!^' to persus.fis them t h e t t h e y ' d b e t t e r talte over b i g h o t e l s 

whore the fjua.ats were tiiMiSlexiis ayad ab l e -bod i ed , rs^ther than smal l p l ace s 

f u l l of the old iivA s i c k who'd have t o be t.»ken cere of soine pl«io<? an;rhow, 

Thia house i a flv-.'sys f u l l up; always s i x beds t aken by Germans, ( p r i v a t e s 

o r s e rgean t s ) \iiho chtn^© 9^y(&£:if n i g h t . Usual ly they do hot h«;.ve t h s l r 

moal^ her*?, but occaaiojnj l ly they do , -*hon thay a re aei'ved i n t h e i r rooms. 

We've not hsd meat a lnee tho SJrf., Ho one In e n t i t l e d to i t more 

t h a n ono« a week, but we, shyme,l*9G3 l o t th&,t we are (i,n h o t e l s .;,•„,:> penbions) 

h«To had i t twice 6 day . We begin to henr th*! f o o t f a l l i ; of tho wolf , 

I ' v e i n s t l g t t e d irnidvj to b»gln a dospara te hunt f o r f lou.r , r i c e , l a r d 

f o r h e r s e l f , Î ŷ '*fiadf»ll eoseii In h;U3dy, I t neema s to pay - t u r \ y 

world where raoney means l i t t l e . 

An finglish plane dropped e bowb on San Qerv&sio, in the outiiklrts* 

of F lorence on an orapty f l u i d , where people hrd gone fo r s a f e t y ; 20 ware 

k i l l e d . I t i a thought t h a t the p i l o t was t r y i n g t o go homo and could not 

r i s e u n t i l he r i d hirsaelf of a bomb; t h a t he cons ide red tho open spaeo a 

file:///iiho


good placo t o l o t I t jjo wi thout h u r t l n s fji^fouB, Ihe f l r ^ t c l a r i o n o t 

p l a y e r of tho o r ehoo t r a was amon^ tho k i l l e d w i th h i s f s t h e r , wife and 

c h i l d , A boy of s i x survived, Thofnistoole ppce . The alarras keep on, 

Bom'5tl3'«a tiiTQs s day, though Florence I t s e l f has no t been bombed. "Thoy 

s sy " i t 18 Shu open c i t y . For t h r e e days we did not hear tho s i r e n s , 

y e t i...cw-^o.orieHr5 "l-Me-;^ - . 'o t yv«r . At l&at I saw the?** v?»«ll frora my 

window ebout .2 p»-n, in forniiitiows of H going e«s»»it, very . i ign: one of 

t h e ^of t depri^Rain^ tslghta i ever aa«.: t h e i r ste^iAy uns'^erving advance 

( thay "l..bo - • o i:.ovo *iu Lue sky so st&ble and «v#4n «>ttftt1,n "̂f>ry 

t h e y aeemea to be) ex,6."pplifi«id the ndght of Ren • a force as Irrejsist-'* 

I b l e fis the ti*esi of the fsea or proceaaloria of •?,a.ts. .; .crushing, over* 

powerlKig fore* t h a t doffiin«*t«:s & world I s h a l l be gl«f^ *>-'- I s t v e , At 

l e a s t 1 fe.-sl ;so soneti/r.esl 
January 30 th , I j — 

,ii,li» h*':s takej': tn the iiiKcceht smuesr^ent of rear'.ing bouM voluu«!ea 

of l luns^y'a over t h i r t y y•^a•s o l d . She f inds th^m in- the hou8<» l l b r a : , ^ 

and passes then or. to ua. . / J t e r B. (^ose yoti f e e l aa I f fsill a" anipa 

and a n a l l a aud l i t t l e dogs ' t a i l s . 

One a r t i c l e on luedicine and eurgsry in the a , 3 . aue thought j u a t 

t h e tbln^r fo r the yoanji: ^^'-"-or, " I f sh^j'o going, to Atterica^ a f U r ' '-:J^ 

war , i t i t i l l be n ice fo r aer to ".mO" v.hat •^•e've done th-sr^i," ( I t waa 

w r i t t e n before the doo tor wao b o r n . ) I t r i e d to d i ssuade her but in 

v a i n . I t endeu In our n t v l n g s r,hsl yuarr^a ov-sr i t , :)'' ooart ;e , I 

wsuTited t o prevent ne r frort, being a ligiii** o:t lujj <^.H '^:»I?.'> O.-' 

p o s t e r i n g the ovsrworkad d o c t o r , but alfio, I ' l l havt to o o n f e s s , 1 0 t'l 

n o t sor ry to I n t e r r u p t » v i o l e n t intlri-xoy. vihen I f i r s t fj.Ĥ np ho the 

house she cons idered a t and ray room f a i r gapie, then the re a rose a c o o l -

n o s a , p a r t l y beo^-uae of our d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c s . In two y o a r s , p e r h a p s , 

ho nnr^r v i s i t e d me. Ibrobsbly she ccne ide i^d i t bpd pol icy to bo 

J r / e n b l y .^ith «n a n t i - f a e a l a t . I t w&a dur ing t h » t pe r iod t h ^ t i n tho 



garden on a Four th of J u l y she s a id wi th clenched t e e t h "I could dono lace 

y o u l " ( fo r l i s t e n i n g to the i i^gl lsh r a d i o ) . There was a glint^,##'"altDost 

of we^dness In her eye and I was a f r a i d of h e r . , ^ \M- \ ^ -. 

ifow I are i a h igh favor bu t I c a n ' t st»%nd her r u n n i n g g i n , which "y 

sorriet4rf«5« lH.'*t^ an hour , f i l l e d not wi th conversn t ion (you can u^^i^v V ' 

convoise t i t b y\>^.T) ^ but with a monologue to which you have to g ive un« 

b l i n k i n g a t t e c t l o a , I 6orMetl,='-€& I n t e r l t . r d I t "rtlth flipp-toit remarks which 

she rioes not nea.r, •••:• ;t j- «y.„r-..|«j» 

A.B, "I eft much l.crgfr^Klnded thsn you; I t^M. not i n f luenced by pa t r io t l ? , t r ; 

I am jur t t , I ;3t,«j.Ed above a l l y.^oplcf:.'' 

.F. "..i wonderful i¥o.«'ii" 

i t . 3 , "I look dot*hi Oh a l l , s l l are t»uual t o o e , " 

F. "You ffluat bfl ;jk>b hiffif-elf," 

A.B. "I Bee mor« people than y'Oi, b a t you know more about the '^ ." 

", "Mftv îr ^ top tal.K-ing tg i i u t s i i . " 

4 . b . "I kno'-/ »f»wa" 

F , "Of yc!j,r gr&ndfa'-UQr." 

A.B. «^ou .kiio'.̂  gottuip. You ge t the d l s c r l r e i n a t l o n ? " 

A.ft«?.r t h l o and .a minuue d4-ior 'nthon of an o p e r a t i o n fo r f ippen^i ici t i3 , she 

oxpocts t c be ure.:«c! to- -'• v..- rry »u.a&uin.s for an ho,«r l u n g e r , dim iL« to 

bo p i t i e d . On© of tiaoae oot-s,geRf3rl'>riii who can'»ot f o r g e t tho g l o r i a s of 

h a l f 5 .'ientury age, bh.i ou^^riel i t , or f anc i ed sh« Aid, l.n iier drawing 

rootr I r G« i ro , her husbsnd « d e l i g h t f u l I ta l i f -a i , >i i 'isin£i young man taken 

i n hand by Lord Cro?i-ar, She sang snA he r nu«b«tnd played h e r aocompanl« 

menta. From a handsome Yiovinn in t h a t p o s i t i o n wi th g i e a t aplorab and a 

T9&fi-/ I r i s h v«lt, »aonolo,?tt«a Klght go down or perhaps she hsd I s s s t iwe f o r 

thorn, l l* 'e wa^ f l u i d ; nov i t ' s oonij«rtl«a in t h i s one form. 



Jobrusry 1st, 11̂ 44, 

Thoro was a fire in the Jdcoardi ha-p floor. According to the *'lTagioao* 

It oaught from n clgarotto stub, but tho people think it was an attacJf on 

Maa^anlello, who is Chief of Province and holds oat there (Prefottura), 

Howevsr the artistic glories wore not daagigod. 

, The wounued ar* pourintj into Florence. Tho alerts (27th and 30th) 

wore perhaps to tjet people off tae streets ao they would not îee the 

viotifa of froot bite frofu Huŝ Biiu 

/ebrut.ry 10th, .194-? 

'"• ' '';'' t was about the worst dfiy wo have had . F i r s t a bo'cbardsent 

of the envlronae.Tts of '"lorerice, w,bieh sounded p r e t t y »a«i.-r. 11-.̂ ' pl>'jaeB 

(47?) passed ovsr o-, i he* rd thf» " o t c r ? , but coald no t aoe reany of them; 

only 2 sctuadrons of y flyi,]3^* "^^ry nigh towcrdb t.he bea t or I.'.b, .4 v i l l a 

waa s t r u c k whert t he orli-'f^ doha» Line C s v a l i e r i ' w a s s t a y i n g , havin^i l e f t 

loR© for 8di>tj-. ..:.̂ c- t.,::,̂ uy f'*-«-<••• -r-- h i l l e d . 

We h»_,d the «xcltcr-,snt of s ee ing &group of about 50 s . b . nen frow. 

t h e A •« A., bta.n<^,lng or hjieellnf; OB the sidew*»lk o p p o s i t e , one crouch,i.ng 

i n & door^vny, ,.>>•„= xu-ing ihei r, r5fl#«.B ".t tho plf ines, flyin^g very low. But 

t t to men d id no t f i r e . 

In the midst c?f t h i s , t"«o Oer'T̂ .̂ B o f f i c i a l s oppe'^.red t o cons ide r 

ir?,«iji{:i Q'*%x L.tiio p«n3i0'-* Ih-s :^rcpri '?tor and ^o show tuea a l l the aown-

s t f e i r s . Thoy went off , bat r« t ' i r ned . PiualXy tney 3»id t h e y ' d t r y to 

f i n d a s ' a s l l s r place s s th^y wantsd rooru f o r only 2h of^'icers*. ^hey d i d 

n o t coae beu^, G.nc>» fnore the Lion 'LeonD has defended hlij cubs . They • 

had beec to the Poneior Be^cel and se id J lgi .ora B, WE a l i k e /i v i ld beaa t i 

B i t by f^T the wors t of the day was the depHrtare of tha H*5 o l^ ra . 

In tho -aix o r seven iiioritlia they have buwi h e r e , they have rade tJAdiir;fcielTss 

conspicuous in the neighborhood, always in the s t r e e t , f reqvient inf a 

wastry shop t o oonsunie endleaa cakea and amusing theffiaelvea r e g a r d l e s s of 

•f/?.oir s t a t u s , I ooe&aloiially cau t ioned the young men not to bo so much 
J 



i n evidenoo. Of c o u r s e . I t l a hard fo r thetn to s t a y a t home a l l a ay , 

b u t oven the mother was always on the go. The i r presence was no smal l 

s t r a i n on the p r o p r i e t o r who waa l i a b l e to be shot fo r l odg ing Jews . I t 

ohov-fs the » o l i d a r i t y of f e e l i n g here t h a t no one infortned on them, Thoy 

spent Thuoh tiT,® in the lobby , ready to botako themselves off t o the annex 

i f a etrs;ir*ger appeared , as tliey did whan the iaacifciia aene to c o n f i s c a t e 

my r a d i o ! 'uiey f i n a l l y r en t ed a f l a t nearby end wars moving i n , when 

aoae i n q u i r i e s a^cre aailc afcvj..:. • ^.., which turned t l io i r blood to water . 

I n a favt hours they v^ere off , t o iiome they UB.i&, but i t waa in tho Milon 

s t a t i o n t h a t soi^eona frora here Sf-w tltem, 

Tho e l d e r son co.re to rcy ^uor >/eo;anf; to k iy s try hpad in f'->^«--«ll. 

Then owme h i a wif« tuid b r o t h e r both qu i t e compoaed, 'ihey bade eaCit o t h e r 

good bye in '̂ y rcore, f^a tb̂ .a fa.-aily w.-va t r ave l l i n iS i n tv/o or t h r ee tjroups. 

fhua we **»rc r e l i e v e d of the s i x Kei ia le rs ; t h e i r e i g h t r e l r t J v e a and 

f r i e n d o l e f t tho nex t day. ( .cfter sowe weeks ^'e he-3.T*d through \-Jiier» 

ground chamiels t h f t the whole pa r ty had s a f e l y orofjsed tha f r o n t i e r 

In^o Swl t ae r l and , Some Ai-''.erloan Assoc ia t ion passed many c>e-̂ :o ...c7'ons, 

g3i.ninfc' over t ae guards a t ths f r o n t i e r a t ;:v prlcftj The r i c h hid to 

pay the syes out of t h a i r hecwi but the l o c r went for n o t h i n g . ) 

i-i^bruary l;̂ -* b, "•• •• j ^ 

l&B.^h day haa its new %'o.Try, '̂jhich "*•« eurvlce and by the next davoi-'i, 

ha"VO forgotten. One night b̂/.- n«-"m-n« i.fft tv,o ̂ e a t trucks i.n front 
<„ 

of the houae, r i g h t under ay window, fiech hi,--.d twenty {j.reet c.an.& (!,'" -
i 

b i g bsurrols) of g&sj l l i ie , i» fenr a hand boinb would be throvvu a t t h e s , ¥, 

t h r o o guards wore posted a t each end of the b l o c k , and two scroBfj the 

way. Wo knew no th ing of a l l t h i s t i l l the ea r ly p.orr.ir.i', v,hen one of 

t ho guards oaiao to tho s e r v i c e door bogging t o corae in and ge t warm; f 

f% happened to be the co ldea t n i g h t of the --winter. 31gnor Leoni se ld 

ij ad boon aware of our da'^geroua p l i g h t , h e ' d not have s l e p t a '^ihk 
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I think that was tho day our nood gave out, partly bocnuse he'd insistod 

wo did not need much raore this yeai with fifty boarders than last year 

with eight! Also i»ur prlraadonna has burned over 100 chill some days 

unrestrained, Well, once again tho Propiyiotor did the impossible and found 

woofJ, 30 all lo F-ere,ne in thnt respeot. 

We'd acarcely taken a long breath mien b'la •'...:, bo'̂ ibel Pr-ato again, 

a town to the Korth, leaving wô ;?en and children dead in the streets. Than 

ye ' 7 '"f^p .-,-:,.oa»":^"h, .̂o tViey 'a-if', >y '.., . o - ' l vb i r a d i o , «" ""-"'•^"-rdn'fint 

of Florence betA©e;i I I s.xiu 2, Aa the bombardn-ent of the envi rons hed been 

s i f f l i lar ly jinno^unccu (or so i t ws.s s>?.id) I took t h i s r - . thur s c r l o u e l y and 

go t 3;y triiugc tog*;ih8r, I.•û  on roy co?at and h s t . , ^ n i no th ing happened I 

Febructry 21 s t , lh44 

Ho hope of BYfiT aeeinjs: IrUjunice a,gsin, lite r ad io sett ; co l leo tBd a t 

t h e CouK.ioeari^t of S.M,'-^. v/ere re":i0vcd to t h s , .Pref ' i t tura from where they 

were taktm to Germany. 

A'e've hsd t^nc Aus t r l ans rsL-̂ ed in wi th the Germans. One n igh t th-iy 

d i scovered t h a t the rooro next the''i hnd been v^OKted H.m iitatie oif?.nj? to ''h€ 

maid t h a t tney v/an-*:ed t h a i r beds put t .here . Buying, "Vienna;" they wore 

f ed up wi th tho o t h e r . 

March ' i th , ly>4 

people left •—ve bre^^hing apaoe. -̂'uiitay tae Pro;jristor 

toak on a ".vedainci; breakfas* " ogj covers, ;.n t;,-:- fev-' aervrnts CR,nnot 

begin to give an îood service, it r.<eer.t that for thth,, day I had no bre*».ki» 

fast, KG nowap'iper end did my roora p'y.*telf, W«\; v/ere treated to sorao little 

cakes like y^ry poor cookies, 

Tho police 8udd«i5ly doaconded on Mrs. ^^arta about the mlddla of 

February and told hor sho wust leave in two hour«' yiwe. She 1H an 

American, n handsome buxoE? blondij, rondared doubly conspicuous by hor 

loaton torrier and hor darkey Mami»3y, tho only onci in Florence, Tho 

^aonoe of such « bloomlrg porBon here where will A.S, under 70 woro 



ordered to depart hv% been a rayster, explained by her being protected by 

the Church in tho person of a Monslgnore, ^ow that the Church is not in 

high favour In .Fascist circles, I suppose they decided to send her packing, 

She and the darkey were sep'̂ r̂ated, which seems pure deviltry. One la 

said to be in Raggio Smilla, I should feel nsore sympathy for tholr 

plight if I flld not know th«it "ivs, Swarts; was & staudnch pro German, 

even roportod to be wearing a button bfi'jirlng the legend "God curse tho 

j t i in ig l ish ," 

LTareh 1 4 t h , 1944 

On the morn:; ay .1,1th '^'XoT<^nQ(^y, hob ar -^^•' - ' "* '"he bombs 

wore 'r-f.-^pri nt the .railway *.nd, on the -vho.le, K C I I aiwed though many woro 

t h o o a s u a l t l e a . I t I s s s i d t h a t Germ^iny h«d col lec t^al 200 b i ^ ig,*i,-rlueg 

h e r e , w a l l , onl j 47 «-e,ĵ e Intfat cf+<5r t'-m r ob^ : olao some s o r t of s t a t i o n 

« t B l f r ed l w'lO put ooit of *jct,lo-n, Unfortun-r^tely a baby h o s p i t a l was .hit 

end the g r e a t h o s p i t a l -it Csragrgl H l i t t l e dp.T^<f>..-r«'i, Car l i t t l e i J c t t c r e s sa 

waa jftandlnft in the i^oor o^ tb,* ha^-^"^ *-^:'^ -'itchitifi the ,plan0s t:.o ov&r, 

UtiBy fl'^'A 30 l0:»!' t h a t tha doc to r wi th .h^r sav? B. borab beirag annoft'k.fid 8.nd 

siiOwted f-jr hi^r to igo i a , Tiie coiiouwslon threvi he r on the -̂ u,:)o-* ?̂Jld aho 

a l l d along almost to t.:is vioor ls."idiUiS iiow.ri to tha ^aelter* She went down 

f o r !':• '̂-''" Tjlnutetf to get liex b r e a t h , than went up t c sac her p s t l e n t a . 

Jill but four h-.5d jgo.ue to the aaelt<3r. Of the f o u r , or.^ '.V^.B urjder h i s 

bed and thr ' je i)i aae ,iGorw,^y, She w-ade their as ccrafort,able as p o s s i b l e 

and went oh to i/xe o-hof-rs, 

Thst "̂ e.'j th'? f i i ' 9 t wsve of boi^bing, the aacond WP*- *"!»»''rer u e , about 

h a l f a inile away; tixo n o i s e WGS t e r r i f i c and the window shook so thni' I 

knoh' ' 'o.ist open i t , n-y laiet^a nlao shook KO t h a t I t WKS d i f f i c u l t t o ge t 

t h e r e , and f a a r f u l t o t h ink of opening i t , but I d i d . We heard the pianos 

o t e r us arid ^eoplo ac ross the s t r e e t could oee them, ba t I could n o t , 

(Als-o, I 'va3 in the raidat of my mor2*ing t o i l e t and had m i s l a i d the t o w e l P 



Tho paper gives the number of Ao&ths at j^>>. 2b were la the Villa 

Flora, including } nurs^a, the jaiiitor pnd cook, 

>.'arch Ibth, 1944 

Moll io Brogan I s s dear I r i s h g i r l , one of t en b r o t h e r s end s i s t e r s , 

some of whom s t i l l l i v e in t h e i r p lace In the count ry in I r e l a n d wi th 

t h e i r mother who i s h a l e and h e a r t y a t 80 , h 'o l l l e h e r s n l f h'sn li^^n in 

F lorence fo r )'0 ye,«rs glvln^r "^.f^si^ona in j-iigliaj} conve r sa t i on nnd. i.n» 

oidenta l - ly mBkins- f r i e n d s \ a t h ril l s o r t a oi peop l e . J o l l y nnd ttood 

coapjiny, she , .'-f those e e l f l e s s persona t o "ihom i t i s n n t u r n l t o 

"ba ririiiij^ for o thp ra ; iks«'llPh pri;,.,a,;.iw, who have eso^^ped, Jeo-- - - h id ing 

f i n d a f r i end 3R h e r ; she l»niB her s tove to a poor boy who han rheurontic 

f e v e r , 'liftkee ? r i c e cuddlnf: f o r another u n f o r t u n a t e , ',ProbsTly he r 

devot.i'--*' '" r-'.!:, unhnov/n to tha p o l i c e , fo r she to ld rre hô s o>-!e cold 

Kidnight fcwo or tloree C'?!̂ * to her f l a t to accuse hnr of s i e n s l l l n g with 

fc lamp to aorneoiife ncros« *-̂ -'« Arno, She Uvea or. the +op f l o o r of an o ld 

p a l a c e by the Ponte Wajngio -ahorso foundat ions ^o ?ovvn lo^to t.hs .̂ oivei--, 

Sho had to show the pollc--^ a l l over her flornaln, biit ^.hey found no th ing 

inc r i in iu ' ^ t lng , 

CGie o.Hll«d on me one d ,̂y In r»hru.ary,p)roPiieing to cofr-e ef^ain the 

f i r s t uu?id%y in Merch, She did not tu rn up, bu+ as i t was a cold 

b l u s t e r y ^-a;y, I wasn ' t d i s tu rbed about h e r . However whan she -failed to 

apposr en the ft^soond Sun.i>,,y J -.vfia wor r ied , ^rrnida 's acre foo t prevented 

h e r from ss ta r t icg a sea rch , I tri»-d t o #:ir up Florence / v l t e b i T e but 

I could 300 Sho thought I tv«\s unresacnoh le , ?JlnRlly she did p;et l i l s s 

1*9 p l a c e by te lephone and r a s answered i n c r y p t i c words by the landl-.^dy, 

who consented to rocsivis her next day , but when I . went t he re she could 

n o t ge t i n , 1^ t h i s time the i v l t , t n l I were most anx ious , I t r i e d 

t o romomber the nase of ac iue in tanc ' s s E l s s B, had rcentloned. The only 

^^0 I could r e c a l l (except Ki3;j Forde, >fho could be of no use t o ua 
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Slgnora I l i c , the mother of the t h r e e boys here who had typhoid and 

t h e n bronoo-pneunjonia and was given up by the d o c t o r s , au rp r l s ed thew by 

r e c o v e r i n g . She has been conva lesc ing a t a n u r s i n g homo " V i l l a F l o r a " 

ne^i" the t r u c k s . Af ter the f i r s t vavo he r sons had te lephoned the Vi l l a 

F l o r a &uid a l l Tfas w e l l , Th^n S ignor Leoni went up on the roof and ea.!ne 

dovm to t * ! ! tli^ boy;j t}iat I t looked ^•s i f t h a t re.gior hi'A bf?en h i t , Tho 

o l d e a t ( l y , he look!? iLIca King P e t e r ) went rtp to the place and saw i t 

way wlstost a l l de s t royed , Inste^td of rush ing aro;ind t o see h i a aiother'js 

window.' or t r y i n g to g«it i n , he oarae tjaok to to»/n to the Hote l ftccelaior 

and t o l d a ''lerman o f f i c e r t h e r e t h a t h i s Kother was in a v i l l a t h a t had 

be€B h i t , t o oor»je end h e l p , 'Sh^n h^ bought oal?tiin?j Riedicln^o to ^Ive t o . 

hlB b r o t h e r s In esse t h e i r mothffsr '."sre k i l l e d I ! ! On the wâ t:̂  bnok to the 

v i l l a he 3iet r, "lermen o f f i c i i - in a l i t t l e auto and t o l d him to a t o p , "Take 

me t o the V i l l a h},or"^!," ^* did ao , Ou.ly then he diacpver-'.d t h a t j y u 

about the only roorr no t des t royed wae h i s mother'fsi She had l e f t h e r 

bed and wss s l t t l i y g in ar. armchair by the window i n nightgown nrA wrapper 

when th.e door and o t h e r debri ;=» - . . r - b l a s t e d onto the bed; The h e l p e r s 

found her s^iA. took e«»eh • l eg HKA c a r r i e d tX9i o u t , (sue sa id ahe \'•^^^a 

e n t i r e l y exposed) and darcpea nnr on ^ r u i n . Then her son brought h e r 

hoire ir . her-^sn au to , J hod .;-,; ' ,,, .̂ y-uo our ii<aid m a t the V i l l a 

Flor.3 î HS des thoyed, when I looked out of the wlxido\> U"ai st.w the Si^paora 

coiling Inl Tou Cfa: imagine the excitei'^^ent and Joy h e r e . She sa id she 

knew now she wohl'* '-^ot <^ie. 

Unfor tuna te ly rcany p a t i e n t s i n the V I I I K d id d i e , TJie d o c t o r was 

aught under tho r u i n s ivh^re he law b€itween two bodies for eifTht hour.s, 

• i t e oonaeious «nd henrin.,;: s l l t h e oommmiXH of tlie {li^;ger--i, Uur doc to r 

•e hlffl oxygen Find helped %11 ahe could and kep t tho men working t i l l 

' p a s t e i gh t p,?!i, when they got hirr, o u t . At midnight he d i e d , l e a v i n g 

•« and two b a b i e s . 
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bein,-^' In Fiessole) was Ifeyohassa V.i\l?.iii, lie fn-^.d t h r ee of t h a t rifime in 

m e tel«p;hone bock ajio the f̂ ood fortixne hoo«e the >oight ono, who 

l iT^s in s f ine i ial 'O" ^•-' '̂•'*: Vh- • . . - , , , jja^ ,,;-7ifi-,g on her "n-^ 

she hss corifirrued cur fe- • : . o- ;.iriwo.n, ,4 frienfi t»-'.kec b j3o 

food every .IOOK, has h^sen b.ain<^ eo f̂ h,.infi ;a,0iOHt the f i r n t day , bi,roh 4 th . 

Arrnide'lr^ 'O, s.Pxe U' * .• • ,s-^-lrs to 

t h e frie.nd vu\u oecae lona l ly Bf-sa bO-hLU FJT*''' • "ajda 

moot, Ghft oan a r t but l i t t l e of the -jrl^or! f^r^, but h«-a flrrs; frl?*nd8 

who laVi:»'-\ drifts y.--;,̂  ,,... , , , , . , , -.B.̂ r- f«iiow 

su.ff€r«r- . .-'.caone ^ ives aer t, bo t t l « ''^ry d*>,yl l̂ o one 

knows - ' ... • ,-ac-ased or ho••^ long har durr,nce r / i l l lafet. We l i v e 

in. dread , ar, 

.k b i t o i goaBl:) fj,bout the U^vah^sn. Vivl^r;! , her uo tue r v.'as the 

miat rass ; of . -b-Tto KRd «hn :* s h i s dnu^ght-fr. fl« l e f t a cons ide r ab l e 

proper ty lo b,aa: • , ; • : , .-r', •^^' • r-

d a u g h t e r , g bCi-uty, l a the ••-Ife of i. V l s c o n t i d i 'Codroste 

^j>rc.h 17 t h , 1 9 1 * 

Tills huh b«9n j,oout oar -^or.., o--:, >>",= --.-n'a^ '' ^^-^^ ^^^. i...' tha 

^ll'*:-, •= beet! witb- ,';s l o r th ree days fJid out of wood; now we 

h&"ve y 0 "'olM ^nn r: ,yjt-ê  ac!& hr H c o r e , 7 had e x i s t e d with 

ply*© oon4i, tu-iU ca:.-o, v.ô 'O ojiousn •fi.-il ' - '-•--'•'•• - '—•^ *• — - -ri'l 

b lo ' s ing tha .. , oarse .1 h.«d another cold Xn the head, but not a s e r i o u s 

o n e . 

Bicyc les •« •'-••- ",lo*'eb ' " "̂' -o • :'y.- f'-wcis^ta have been 

k i l l e d by "oen on uhe« la . •' 0- '/icyclf^ ^ corawor . • of 

g e t t i n g ot-oiit, i t ;i-:-s;et:i e^nrbo-by, , , ..â e •'^r^mnB hnve taken 

a l l the t a x i a , burfe^ i , oe et'.''\. ••':'-«5tt̂ - .-a.i..., ?j'*--'-*'-t̂ :hed in 

t h i s house a.u ahown by the Cfit's^. b r i n g i n g f o r t n four r%rj l i v e l y 

kit t-ana «» in the I in«n cloofi t . 

Did I t e l l you th= i i aad -:,J had aroo.3 messajiw from tho James 



Otl«»«-3, w r i t t e n ..ttijpiat ^4-?.t Only 1.3 trsonths on the ao-.. .newd t o 

bo flo'V: .,,, .,.,.,0,̂ , ;.,„.-,- avor *bG noy:, Sothlni^ 'ro-n Tuenon or ' -o-oen^j . 

On the iy rd v;« h*-d • . ••• -.ir.ed a t t n e Garapo d i .l*--Hbo 

(a in ' ' .b - . „,.,.a .," - • -• o , ' ••.r'n, Tmy a re aa ld t o have 

des t royed lOv l u i l d i a g s , h?̂ d"' •••o,-, h "' •-'••' •>—••••:••— y)h 

and 300. So"}e «srv3 v i l l a o , , ;nodern spf t r t -

fao no i se iiero wae - • 00 b â* • • " .. I ' v e 

no^ h«!?.rd .rtr t'liy • i . l l tn . ry ob j ec t i ve y^v^- , There ŜP.B n, wind, 

which oue^i- . • ' •- • '' 0-0 . hr thfct d.wy !?nd tho ono 

be fo re four ira^ortajit, © i t ioa , nc t^d Xor t h e i r . .rt t r ^ a s u r e e were bombed, 

floroMOo, Bolognfet, -'erono and Padua, 

Bu"̂  0 h • if^aiad: o lia^rc, r,,y^ry ^fid not en ro l l ed 

f o r th© nev< j-^auiiit ah-y uei** BID',- .. ' > ''̂  *• oin«a's r^j. 

They s&y the .men %ho -i-ex-e orderad to ahoot the,<t, xfeftised f-»'? f i n a l l y tho 

m i l l t i r ^" •,• '. f̂ -''̂ '"' • '̂''.Tn-!*.' to BP« t h e i r p a r e n t s t o 

ssy good hya, lln<jn biio hn-'^i'sn uo-̂ -.--.n t̂nii-̂  lKX*>if* î fjd and sa id no Jiore 

men (A'ere bo «« ah.,-.. ' aey were not t r a i t o r f i , 

•*' • ' '••• 0 , fo r a p i sea oh the Vl,r;Io t t ichelp.ngelo, 

s o r t of a pension where Soj-maii nurrs*.'i- s t s y . -'•ook 1?̂  «? :TOod owe 

und ax the I l i c bu '̂ ^i* • .,.!M-n ^f fc"--a, lb«-'- ^I'r' ^^r- .?«t i t 

cooked for thea i2iste&.{^ • ;A»teiiig up t h e i r rooms • •.. " h e r e . 

Our p o r t i o n s ,fr6 hf-arflly «nou..gh fo r ••-. r obus t poraon. 'ihe throe b-oyn, 

when t h e i j •*" ''.'.•.' ';, .'-nro-.n;- foi the?na«lT«5 a t odd 

t imes a l l day *'nd srsear^sd -o?#rytiiin,3# Ho^^aver, 1 ??.TI Vfiry aorry 

t o iiave such a p io tu reague family lo%ve. I f you could havo seen t h e i r 

bsigias-s! Axi® vuu ,fa '̂ i..;.it of i t stc'^^ v....4p,v. ;..,, window so I ara n o t t o 



b laao i f I »a« i t . I t was a b i g oae ŝnd f u l l of tho b i g g e s t , longefst 

truii'ics 1 ' •' ©ver saw ,in my l i f e . I pr-fauese eome ver© yo y«&rs e l d . One 

f e l l the whole l e n ^ t u uv. taî -i f j ta i iwty, I su f f e red as much as dur ing a 

fe. r&id, f o r I thought i t was a person and thwt h^ ' d "b^ k i l l e d . She i s an 

e , r l h t o c r a t i c Viemieee sii6. h td a gorgeous place t h e r e (2-+ roo?-t ') ' h e r 

huaband Vvĉa a SltiV- anc had a b e a u t i f u l Css t l e a^ Gpalata \iuivh nas bsen 

boifib^d. i)id J 5,,J1J you s-ia ^ e l i a v s d in &atrolo4^jht 'Ihe horonoope« of the 

twin.-t; 'i^ive -in dl.*f«rrTnt tho t sho v.as nasraled. but ahs dee3d«fj •*-hrt the 

13 ^^inutes butiviocn t n s l i ' ocicouuttja J,'or i t , ''^oer^ ' • " y s 

aati3fa,i.tioj- '* a^n; vor«na©» "In d ieoover i ^joientif ic t r u t h , " 

Wii^re ahe .,,.,... ^oae 10 the:rft f:, -̂̂ Lu.. i . .: :........ ..o. . , - j , : , •••„ ...',& .feels 

i n a-iT elspient , 
«y. , .. -. v:-, .944 

M e t n igh t i,.he evening flrev.'orks' !«-ere auch nBfj.TPtr ua than a a u a l l y , 

Hr.Bd boiGbs txid, '̂UJ-AB ^eiit oJf iii our s t r e e t und one s^euied Jus t under my 

window, .iv .. .,„ 0. ' •̂ •' •' •; •••ici'i'o.i t-:}-.-t,rrta ry b»throosi! in f r i g h t 

thou(rh I wwntfjd bo iL,v,a o.^t, »iJt«gn I d id ai>en the v^iudow two w.lnutaa 

l a t e r tlift s t r e e t l ay denert^'d «ii<l ealr- -ir p o o r l i f h t . ffim^j sny th* 

r e b a l a . ' . • • •* . .*« , i ' i - h s . ; j (•'Vj'^ • ..ht, 

I i^ent :• hto t.. . " •,' hear v̂ fhet i>€upl?- ^ -'yi^^g ii^ tho 

40bby, Up o»»e i . B , ,,*id }3r .shoat i t , oihe explained t o "fo t h a t 

t,ti* - ; •• • '• • '.ns sho gue&sttd 

they '.i-'er© fij2'hti2',gl ,haria Oforcs yeatsrd^iy ---ud gave aa a :.>i«jce of a loa f 

of ^road give,n he r by h^r eTRploys-. 'hie fir. 'st t i ' i e 1 a'"-ar a te i'̂ /"© 

br6E.d niia g,uatv. 

At th© ooruer of tu^j ,, ., a t a a4s a guai'd wi th a r i f l e , day and 

n i g h t ; «inothflr la poat.ed a t tile o t h e r c o r n e r , they s%y, aaaau,ao the 

bodif-^ of two of the O^rifiaas vmo livi* in the A.A# W6r« found i a tho 

Arno a f t e r be lag aho t . 

file:///iuivh


oor i i l y t h , 19^4 

We had a l o v e l y feater dln.aer . f ever hf ve 1 oa ten more d e l i c i o u s 

r o a s t chicken o r b e t t e r cooked. The j e l l y r o l l (* TT-^* + t r e a t ) l e f t 

fcorchhalr^jg -• • " '.iitilTOu., ii,ow«>rer w© had to havo aover-.l l e a n days 

b e f o r s uiid a f te i ' our feafet, 
i . p r l l 20 th , 194* 

9?he gooac ht.nsB h igh wi th a b-ppy ic:«-u*=' •. ' ' ,i« h-»n,^..>a'3 <?ff l lo t ion , 

h e r libi,}r''ib'',ou v.ŷ o - , • , •.•^_, -rr^-r • : . • ' . o n was spent i n 

h To- • *-.--i 00-,-mon 'nnleff-ctors, .'-h.f. ,h ' , o'oung »nd fTesh* 

' • • , « • 

t t bo r t iono , ,4ft«r *h . : h ormx-H, :;Oj-iy 

oiiarBlag woii^en, A J i t t l * saia Qtrvf, tn'-o •;.Hrf>d v;ith f ivo 

o t h s r s , .she hr • t-ed ( I r h s h i t c a ) fiR.d nothi.rjg s^l-^fl. '-'he d-'sy-'s y/ava 

Bpent 1.U cajt3V«ir«:.bion; i t -'f,-' ' h' -y .̂ ,•;,., .,.an WH.3 thfjre s i x 

•weeks «- '̂ ^o*. i*th to Apr, lybh T.-. hf:-«t the luxury onr (.ran*© 

t o -Jay «he 1^ In p r e t t y ^nod niB?>lth, • •• ' • c be a t 

hoi.^0. ,•-..-.. - , , - - . . . , . ; , , - . .:-.,̂ ..̂ i .̂._̂  f'riflinds she 

l o f t tliQ.iai, For hhe p r s c a n t ah© w i l l no t 50 t c ' • '• her S n ^ l i s h ^nd 

Aaeriot-n frl*?n-i", ,̂ ^ngnrfi ^'ox lh,»o-, . •«'-sl'' •̂ u-;.r ŷ ĝ 

was in p r i s o n ; ner-- ' --••* ;• t r l « s l , 
. :• • y . 

'^•' hh:*"'--. --"" ., a ,̂  ;;jnJito.t o EOMO, 

Xher'-' -oi'i'mtc^tio'.: "r»-;in, hut;, :o;, 

Watched out fo r planao »?,rd *tn.^n he s^u nny, •»•-** b̂ *̂  ..j-^/. .-:.;..• • - ' •. r* 

pas'-• '̂'• -̂-•"-=• nar '''-^ -.«..•.*.--. ^ ; .== ...̂ ,.̂  .̂ .̂̂ ^ r^cxfe of 8Uto» • •, i-he 

way; the one feeforohis v&s> h i t and the ono si.ftf=.r, but hS« got ,i„o-'i, 

Pon̂ ,e w«ft s&d enootrh; the r i c h giving' '»n •?-•*-<a:"- '•"•-•-̂  ^.-r ,";-',r'. hnt 

t h e pi-.,.',- •• 0 - - : •• ^ •" '^ti i j l i^edJ 

Mt oven worse ,lf> tne c-ondltio.a p o l i t l e » » l l y , A» a r e p r i s a l f o r 

t h e k i l l i n y of Gerf'-'Kr O f f i e i - , , • .b« f̂ ua...., 00 , ''̂ ^ ; t a k e c i t iKena at 

rfcn-—• on the s t r e e t , l e a d tri©?̂ ^ to the pyramid of Coa t lus and shoot 



y>viffl, Bo Bot lco i s g iven t h e i r fa tBl l los , A man simply d l sapponrs and no 

one knows what has booome of hlBj. i n undor taker t o ld tho p a s t o r t h a t he 

a lone had about ton bodies a day brough-^ hp- -• v^ ? ^nd u a l d o n t i f i o d . FyoK 

t h o hands ho knev: they were in h igher Wfidka of l i f e , a t l e a s t not manual 

w o r k e r s . 

We've had lovely s j i r ing v»©ath«r, sowotiaoa quit© hot i n the gun^ I»vo 

f o l t sore© da^B KE i f i t ^ar^j tne i o u r t h of .^-uly, t h e r e ' s boon an . lol iday 

a i r of le iaural ln«ra, i , peonl<i standin^t around loo^-inj up t o &©© the planes 

paas ov^:-, "ouhi-. -.;•;. --iti-siii." ^o hand boBsbH e;u^gO(:>tfd 

raaB''''oth f;tr«3 oracA^iia;-., 

Or:« d',y I rtid, n o t £?o tO-'-;the wl.adcj?̂  when I first heard the pviyies and 

by th«> •'•^-' •"" . ,:aj'o, tliftv had pf^Bsea, but had l e f t s b e a u t i f u l p a t t a r a 

on the deep blue s'-t '̂, of >.»biii'-'=» vapor l i k e r i b b o n s , so*"© ? t r a l f : h t , 30»« 

u n d a l s t i n g , almoot 1%'k:^ l<=;tte.r S'̂ „u t̂ sop- f?>Tb.in̂ ,9d dver -̂ flrhB.o..,-, ,,.. 

t h e Vijiali, ^ h i l s 1 v̂ ay looki : ;£ , jilong Ototre 2j olwie^ goiii j ih t u s iaan;e 

d i r e c t i o n , TJioase black up^eks a ,.gainst the sky pursu ing an unrtoviatini; 

Pa th ritnirrfiT.': f f ' I r.icaa>,l^^ha • ';':^ ^i ^^h'*. ao-''<̂  to ac:,h Ihraugh ffiy 

rooMB aux Vr:li«5xgueb froa. tUt e&ardftn tc ^ c o r r i d o r * H 'tan'^ya, in« 

e v i t r . b l e , inerMdiCBble, 
H a , •,, " • • - - = o n 

jj • ' ' - sy down lay pe,o,» olrw • 

p l a a ,, :juddeo:- •-. i -- , -.^ich 

cover»o; ':a.!o isciot -.i"''* «o I Sfi.'î  Rone, but in lookiiig ^ A 

saw a ra i - ^ o?sh>*=i, «no?rentj.y on the rhof of bia«; ,rglo«-:.m«."leftn h o t e l « 

a wicket a l ^ n t , .•' *-i.tt»>;., ^ 

s B a l l and nuiieroar.. ;; c ^ n ' i r a a l l y eBtiaa'-® now 'teajy, pe^hfi, ; ^-orasos 

5C, I t w."* 9I I in the f l a a h of an «ye . I -^oon re^t l ized t h a t they did 

n o t h i t hie no^^b ': '• bu i l d ing beh ind , perhaps the Opera houHs, Ihen 

«a»e b i l l ows of a agn i f i c en t dark ffrey saoke , 

We ... o-r̂ f̂ir of bo-"blM«,' 1 th ink t h r e e . The next bloolc 



( to i ja rds the park) of the Tia Montebello beofsme dense wi th smoke and out 

c i i t ran wild g ro te sque f i g u r e s , t h e i r c l o t h e s and t h e i r b lack h a i r 

wh i t e wi th p l a s t e r d u s t . Probably meny ran ir. s n e r ? ! agony, hut there 

wnra enQi,3;hi voo i f a rous ones to ylv© thf l-^pression of f Bhj-iPA'.ing mobj 

one gii- ' «;;i-.̂ »;'h^h hv Vui-^H^ 1 <>", >n a n i ^ s l «3 she r a n , tunilh= ,i.ook 

bsck . 1 .'i".rui wi th h i s ui'H- &roui3d h s r t r ieo . to op.lm h e r . ' - . - •" • 

b i c y c l e er ; l led f.,';: ,: " , -.s dead in the Btreet;** o t h e r s spoke of 

th,-^ ^- ' , •„ - , ' - , •*••.-; •?>•« n-^iir%T',^y,.n* yi^in-*r, Qf eT3,ni\fno- p-lf-iw: In o u r o w n 

houaa, I aopn n e r e r • o ner-rex- h t l i » eoid i ^ wts cy ,people vvho brought 

i t , 

SigJiOj;- Is cot ot • I <̂ o.r fT-coi door v l t h *« b o t t l e '-^f Cogn«.c, 

of ferLng g, gls»3 t o the (tiont t o t t e o o -:ih ^aea ; on^ i aaw could hardljj' 

ho ld th« g l a a s she trenblftA s o . Bsit t h s t wtuB t r u r -•11. by w r i t i n g 

s t i l l s.ao,^ 0 the e f r - r .,, , l nb:-,ved in '-w" room but e t the 

wors t dareu hot oe* rifj^r t.he v.-iuuo-" fo r Kpli£,trir» w®rs fiy.<.n.'- .«'.bout, I 

w^n l-..ijlln6d to retr '^ / . t p!!, ff-o.* as pOBteible i n t o the h^-th roori- b a t I 

knew tu*».t tnoBe v^all;-! vi^T^r- the \ienkf'*' h., , ."•"« "••••"•a i f th© 

house •w<̂ re h i t , .For & ghjiotly »ome»t 1 o-ov-.;: in tn«* •seu'-re o"" --y room 

l i k e '- «-»!-cj' -̂ t hP'-v 'net "rr.owlcg "'bnaTe +o tur.ti, 

yo" "•'^•' • wwir'np^feol r5ot to :-'•• *•- •̂•'•"' "'Oi!„%.^ -h,,* 7 ,iin 

f e e l ©nual to thr^;.© fli/sh+.f? of irotairs (th« « , l ec t r i c oarr*^nt >v-j,a Kshut off , 

so the '̂ " "ba -H'ot r:,;:.'^, to too a;«d©refroi,md d̂ Ripn#•=>??, and *bov6 M.11 

t o onoountftxlny tiie h y s t e r i c a l crowd. T '•;'̂ '« •'• » -"""h- "-'"^ '̂ n *-'-'̂  hnm^a 

who st.iye- ••. • .g!i.glihh ivoraan I'^iti'i a 

s e n i l e denrientit. 

Soon i t was over ano ^ -'-a to see '̂oaj I fp red . 

X t o l d her ahe Tiuat never do t h a t nyohLo, laave ue r mother to ©oae u p s t a i r s , 

f o r we s t i l h • ^da.Rge? pjist" a i^a«, l . bho oBd her mother . 

file:///ienkf'*'


had never gone do'wu b e f o r e , but t h i s time did i t f o r the sake of a baby, 
A l i t t l e wom?»n, .not reuoh so re th-nt '^.•\ the viife ••" --o i* , l i ^ n office?', 

had ooffio to k lorenoe b r i n g i n g a boy « yea r olf^, xother baby, 

i«n;;,.h ^* nnvs t'r^^<^ v̂ st«V;? n ig , Shey roori^ nex t the A ' s . Ysaterd^y nomlrm 

she » l « r t e a o a t vfi',h "=;s bey, l e - v i n ^ t i e nuras ^ i r l ^xiii the bsby. When 

t h e bowbln-g cowr/^ejiced &h& w/;,,' o.;.h,a, hu t i a s t e a d of cowing 

i n t o +n<̂  '•';• • -. •' -o , t v l t« l ib€ 'ah^:o .iorft WHB tne bBly. ;:^he'd 

l e f t i t he ,r"oo:", bo;, :,'! c o u l d n ' t r-:o bi^ck i n t o the rooral 

" t « - * * . ' : • , - , • . . - - ^ . - . • - . . , . . . , 

t h e baby and c jy iug g i r l dowji i n t o ti^s b&seiuent. oi \^oi.r>:v as. 

wor r iec . .:' •jthf^r "'^-:., it, danger , VJUC • , , -iorrying about the 

haby '-•-''. :• -...ri-v̂  ^^ tvifo vnith h y s t e r i o i l 

PT' , riorenc?! h'o' to aptiid soirs U s e t r sa . t i i i ^ liirja, our maid, ^̂ oct 

h.sd hyBt*ric^5 snd frsint«d. Hl^^jncrs &-iVa and A,,b, aex'« in tha riardon, 

Hr?!» •^Ts thr^H h e r s e l f , ..*. -c :•" / .^j. .̂......;. a . ^ •'-c*af.Tgin-3: to 

i , B . ) " 'h i le s p l l B t a r s f e l l o i l shout the^^i. S igner 3a,va i-'faa uovai xown 

and hf«''»''d ,. ' ,..,-., had "be«u h i t , aa he •'f^^ti Vbr:"' ;,.nxiouH, 

they •: ere hav^r • , -"Ahearssl in the Opfs. '.,• ^ , 

Some • ••;«» s i n g e r s «--̂ «̂  ?iteying h e r e , ' Tlie raot.- young sopr-mo, 

a t t'̂ f* •P'̂ rfft >o?nbl?!<<? rushed d,c»'̂ n«!tf».irs ^nd o a t t,he f r c , :"e<&ndn,i',: 

"ffiy d*ugh6r» aiy b'a>,o.«, . ," If oyj> • o •̂ ; ,•-...-. •! . , . . . ; , . . i...,r,r.«q .,h« 

• t a r t o d off f o r t he opera hoUtj«. I t wtis no t >- :-efore th© d8Ug:ht6r 

0*m# ''ô sj?! tha atr^ '^t c a l l i u s : "Kar^nsi'^ A l l the reBt ii,»'6, feub&ided to 

thft ce i l fa - , so i : • • • • "•. •;.,.*. -, • ,, look 

f o r jaer. Of ocurB* an* l,!amecJls.tf: :. ,. awssai>., ••• o.*--,- -.a un,©«By 

•fnr f*#vr- T''^ ;h-)Ti3 -ro?i,?: l̂ ^ .^^n'^nt! her- ;• - . . o«y bo th 

f i i l & i l y 3*j:.i« ii.O-I.<S i t o:̂ ,» b-^,, , . :^. . ,;:-̂  i.,i.3i . .. b e l i e T - r>- ',nm 

^ u.r*b ia the Opora house* i;, .,.-. ,.n old institution ot J"lor©ne«, 



Ma/araa and I heai'd "11 Trova to re" thar** la ! ''•':., •I t . .;a..,,;. -....o I t 

waa m'-'dc over ••-< »̂ i-o.nd©rf ul B tago appar-atus iKaln. l led, I t boob: so waoh 

o-ŵ v̂̂ - .-;; yj-! *;.}'.?. >ffj[_ĝ  3 o l f * r l n o i*ld,e Hire a sky* 

.• vM<.. voast6.ni.b,-^ •'̂  f o r i iut t ln--

a , J u a t ihrt*t b'-.ya ^^ron'i •."-„:-.. . h^rs 

rooa, '^ 

a orap>«r; * lidsou; •« 

of f t ha Bun unc' 

and we «igreed iih^ :(;*. I t '"fa,-.a. I t t*''.th^r ?:*>sss<̂ !''bles -3 f a c t o r y and 

•oe X c,«*.'- a.-

ooh l l t i i , 

a •••. A <.r froffi 

:: >at t h e 

poss ib ly the o ' ' i a to ra took i t f o r uucU, 01 

works tnsy wera &ft-»r. ^ver siL<,cs the iri^oko 0 hoiTu,:-; , 

t h e J i o i ' s i liiiej* .ui.vs 

th© only en© of . ••ind l e f t m I t a l y , 1 ô: . 

th© î ---' of b i a tCon tewl lo , oa r d t r « « t , 7 ^ inetera f roa u s , 

rep»;i," '.fco,j5 yca-terdfcy, h , j - ' s o t deiftolh-h i t , so v«9 worry fo r f©?jr t he 

agony s'l.il be r©pB*it«d« Since I have seen tasslr woy'X,. i ' "̂•-inop? -. n-i-*© 

n o t wuch oplrlo.n of tn.e airalnig- of our a,iy«ea, 

^ m l d a l i v a o ne'^,r i t , OP nn^^ no^ainn of her but 1 

» s h e l t e r . Her n i ece c*s,me h9r« twica t o onaui r* she • 

turr." •., tui-'ioh t ime , fatrftn^^© w a s n ' t i t ? th- -

l u r c h o.nd , -MCU .«l*.ar thfe .iftuai houi-, 

Fortuntotfs! It* su^dc •.. « bat? wa i t e r mino ia i ^ r r i b ] , • , 

^.,--,i- -.-••,» .,,..»i-.̂ , tifoi-i© in witn & Wtt-|Ki».. , , .tean*e 

t b e r r i t l ^ h phle^a • - . . • , / -

ti*:t* •,'ulokly, hen Arwida Of -.- \ '.,ii'».Ie „o,> -̂̂ Ive hfco, 

w»?ter a.; .^„ •.: «. ,.,. How0V«jr sua d id not '•^mnt i-t, f o ' 

f*;iw ,*.e'd be i n 

,: , bi-;- ,.-'•'"— o h o 

•• g o o d 

;,.'^:ad 

c o u l d n ' t «y.t and -̂•"'>*6 armldî it he r luLncii. 1 vit,ii]rr'i-'-*"eb. 

-' on 

1 t a b l i e 

h« 

n atiddle iSi another a l e r t , the -iihird, but te«'f-« btH;.a 

h e r f (•' "i —. 4^ •* ( "or tvh> brokxn p e n i s 'md dus t inehiis daep, JS 

soon aa ttie nlrew bx4'i a.^ter * .̂ MMid Cilnr't, .*.,.. ,.,,„.,.'̂  ' 0 , ?nd 

Francesco- •••? -ip. iha iVyj,A«nsia.n pe.stor cr-.h© .'••• ' .o , so 

s a i d afi'd -':•-:.,.,. . .-̂  -.,>*, y^e t o d i g us ou' o^ite iniportsn-

fU'/ 



s.;j.uJA«4r«p0rtimir--K«i the worhmen are ?;r,td to a top ?.t 7 p. . ,,.? mat te r how 

;;j&ny l i e beneath th<i masonrj . hf^:?-" -, :-- ' -; - •. .... •• •• • ^ i t 

i n the A'a bs l cony . I t nps a MXO ,-.,l;*-;ht. Two xio.jse • 0,.=. -r xna end o.i 

t h e a t r e e t , ••v;,--̂ r,rvit p--e>i o the r nn-d bsan d«i;!cll-?hfil r,.T.c. ^e ro bixminif% 

One was •two hoortf rrots ta© i-^ft^ision Chspaao •vnû .r© ^ran.ic -njr* aud i-iarritgt 

Stone stoppea i r 1 3 i l , fih© riext s p r i n g Harri«; -.sk t h e r e , ) The 

Ĉ -r o"h?ni <*Tl roo4 . , th'j a t r e y t a t the oorn^r b;̂  •" h*? ,, , : / ,̂ -

rea,lvle*''jK- -•; vio:tb«»r.̂  wars nlhohc" i p . .* aou:;. ^' sppdes 

?-:, ' • ,rj.ou&» K<sd t̂ rost-̂  

- o-̂ ';--, - •- . :,_,., ,j.; 0-.0 h o'^oop-, -h~n --cTle e':-Try« 

IB^- "their tisio&fjiB;s:« si^^ay, ho?;:o few //l-&n OHba, oao ar tv^o svitn n.utos, 

but Tno&tly with h«?id. Qr.vi . '.)>' tue ĝ : ^ .- -.-.c;.? 

^ ' ' ' • • • 

1 ri!g.ii js.iiJCica-> %Q kiiow about v.'ie Uunstant i r ia , snd-'""horenoe went 

ove^ ee h&torth Kht ,.h-'-,, e -.a bg- •• rftsca i t , but aaw 

i t s t i i l s tood e« wff""" .-.*3«o "•-'>• b, 

-h>e»,ra t h a t tn*s io3H of liiJh;-, WAS O - gr(??!!.t; perhepe t h i r t e e n . 

The day h«--d • v« funny a ld« , iftopnio was alv^^^yf 1?} the a t r e e t . g c s t l e u l -

1 ... ô  iO. 

.4bout i^lx I .r'*t-;ir- • •. ' • rift *o r a ^ t t i l l , d i n n e r tiree 

b-,--*- ' - —-••'• .H.-o, . -'•" '' -" —-•"•o ...,o^ aj:.,- thoui5ht i t an 

opportune -o-o^fit to ,: R hi®i,oxy of hoth hex* srnndf*ith"?sr®I 

h o ' ; , I*?** -* * . •• * 

I was roisfc.i, ,.-..o; .̂ .....̂  .-.9 

boffibir.o; C-ri»iijh,;„i ne^liger*'- - •..s.e •HntMimx-^t ••^hich wust 

have c&us€.d man̂ ^ ^uui^i^'^Beaxy a a a u a l t i e s . At l©.H;̂ t 3' waves of bowbing' 

eafcusfij then I saw '.enes *"olng '---b *ow =̂rvi.-, .,,.d south wes t , .b-l a,., .UA. 

.••-., carme t o see MO and tuen v/ent bsck to uer rsotuer. "?© thought i t itas 



ovf>i, bu t no , tiie plaries re turned t^^a gave Ub y u j t b a r dose . They had 

h .s - iue -«;orb.- -o. ,: .i:.<.!ty f-rn^ ••rnH^ volu?-'', , • a lsoto . ohjcke 

be lched f o r t h »% the **iid of th-s atr-set and were car . r iea by tu« vrijil "" 

towardw the I.H., b«ek of \b% aouse, ^ h i s cont inued fo r t h r e e hours j . , 

Of eour;?© iv :=-.M Vn.-'- , ^̂ , . , 

In th« 'Tiidnt of a l l ..irfr.i..ii. 8oppe»,rfa-i - .: -front door , bha«g. not 

had tlitie to - ^ t bo •'•b-.A r*hc-It-'*r and. •<•'».« in he r ovm hou> ,-. tha a ta i rway | 

s h e l l .̂ .*' hf^ir much) aha ooj'jplebely uaftd up, i.ii3ai..y-

piauns? f:5hs ra?i out ^M ^o ; . ^-.--a-, Uve i )octor h.>-• - • lo •: 

a i o . . "t 'f-w • ..- V .i,i..*i,„A, ,.,o.-:"?? '-ii-^* , - , ̂  ,,. .:_,., „,, . , . ,- . , 

A b o - ' '=I&rM. i,hiH tiir© the re ".i».n no l e i , su r ly 

procession down the -̂ tr*;' -.lmX%^x-i yo=o., ,ri t<»̂ ^̂  if | ,̂  
I 11 

f o r th^.i,. V, .0, , ., .̂.,,,.-,„:,,. , , t h f i i r S |\5 
•̂  /' 

bftlcoriy fo r an Aou-o • •.•liBSi'uuL a a i « t « no on: -i-pht exc»ut t u e I |v I i 
Q(fti»-r.on ."^U'̂ rhs be.f-or« th© o, . ^ * 

Souoi o«opls vmiat 025 t,;xe i'oof ant -• • f='-'»*nt -N,̂  

apot-s beaidsji , , . . s t ree ts vaiapo d.i .Htirt?, M f r e d i , wtstJvello ,̂  -^ 

end. ^ •,•--;•.,,̂  ••..-. 0- h..o "norka.- Al,3o the ??-1^7.20 C o r s i n i waa 4 >!,., 

bu rnea ; - : -.̂ .-̂  ^ • ' • • '-^•. -**—' ^-- -^-^ -=-«.h,„. 1 ^ 

Wt htsvo no watsy " h,e ho- la in # « « ul*:, -iA of Tv 

•tv̂ «̂  '-' -• •• i-*-. f-: oj->, T !?fî  b'j the only wise V \ 

T i r s i r , having kept >vKto '.•-•—'' • ^ ;̂v ' I *« 

b o t t l o a f o r months In CRS<^ of r,r\ • .r^xm-$. 
Wall , w© f a e l --<•« caxi f?l«eh t o n i g h t , T^a d<.*'t»d it^ done ahi v?e have | v 

t H*' n c t h i n g hors to ffe&i, hur rc^ : !>:> ''•'-> -n-o^e and _ 

a i x f e e t of g u t t e r t o rn away bat thR n e a r e s t r e s i danger w,?».» about ' IK| ĥ 
\ | 

t h r e e or fo,.,„, ,i;indr«d f e e t : «ay , I should sjiy « in the vi». ©ai- ibaidi . 

Ou.r newsdealer a t the cor.ntir -A%^. h i« l i t t l e 3.h®lter burn t dovm, a 



woodsa a f f a i r . The house whioh houses the "Oarro d a l l u .. - • - J I O " was 

b u r n t and om next to i t ( in ths %i.a del a - ra to ) , 

i #y 4 t h , liJ44. 

• ^ ..:,o.. aeard of t.he t r a g i c doeth of UT>-'» . ' '^Ison --,,,-, .-• -̂ u u.oath 

or hbe bop f l o o r ( th i rd , ) of the Hote l au Pa re , (vir? So l f e r l no ) bne wa« 

ver j ' i l l , probi*hly dylK^gj^nd could r^.o-^- IfiVe b<»r .̂O'*, -•;•,• ^ent h e r 

'̂ -: ' •• • 'Ohy li:.,^:.,y ...0 i t - • o-^.-">-.:, .yened 

• » -̂ f̂sr Ar»»,'<'« an old hueal- "-iW b l i n d was 

, n -^ ^̂ .. ^•i •.: • -i:. •. .̂ ^ . • -. a i ' - ' h - . i r e 

pft^.; ojend t i i e r e , an© fc-und, tn©-door ops^ .snd -t.'cn"̂  , o • a e t i n g 

8 s o u l , Sn« wfi/ii''^.red o'v<»r t'fm hon.aes ^^'fnvj door w«« ope.n and d i r « 

oonfusl'-'" • oij_;.n«!! . • :'o'o-:'.^: o'J.t^t'*-" *' ' " a : , "• •.;•; h r o k e r . hM» 

f e l t sio - • --d d.r«>--..-£i. Bh? fln^fily fcfmd Botieane ahio s a i d her f r i ond 

was s a f s , Tliay'ri? ^^il KOin̂ ^ ^ovo t - ' • -"o.xgio l i t p e r i a l e . 

Ihe poor peo,ple h-jva tcoo'^e -so ji-'-toj-y o, ,^ ,; 0:;i.urv.ety "viviao -.---y 

ruahc'*? nown th^ s t r e e t s sy lng t h a t theh plane.8 were coraing, but tns.t t h e 

u i r e r a %;"•?-<« <'--x-^ - \ , ne ce-iTitdr of toivn .•a--'m,idii, s^nisi ••-• JU.E was 

t«>rrlt.Xe. .-bo osiht i,; too .^heiteT -nb fti-ftyad «n lou,--, hb.a» 'o^ s'soonfl 

f r l l ^ t oc<J-'Ai."»d, ISigwor i,.<aa,y»l telj3phoi.'«d. to "I : . 

t h e r s a.-'-;-; v-o f.l^rn:; h,«? ;^tood *»t th%} •"-oo/' • .. oro>"d, • . - ,-

were no- -.KI aory/ inaei . 

yhe rubb ish b,-?forft tn« GhjipKoia h^ufcSfi dowa, «.treet s t i l l r e a c h e s 

t o the secoRd »»toTy, About laC of tho hi,yg*r'.- hrve ^aat ?^arci'xa by fo i ag 

t o l u n c h , I auppoB**. '?h,?t^r h^.lr w^yteosri -their d i r t oolcrac luilo- , - , 



f̂ty 3, iy44 ^^ 

Half a dozen or roore boarders hfiVe left our houne for fer»r of 

bombrirdment. The people on either side are raoving out. I feel it ia 

locking the door after the horse is stolen, for never have we been so safe. 

The dreaded bombing of th© r©pair ahopa is OYBTI they are still burning and 

a lino of wrecked cars reaches up into tho Casein©. It will not bo ORsy 

to get Beterifil for repairs. If the allies eowe back for the railroHd that 

is further froo us. The "peepul" say they will eonjo for the hotels, where 

the Germans nm, but I gue-̂ s we are not so stupid as to think the 

Oer»nan 3,3, soldiers and rnllroad men spend their tine in their bedroor.s. 

The final bug besr la that they will borab the station (though it is a 

terioinel not leading anywhere). "Ho, but they don't like the style I" 

It is a specimen of that hideous moderniani apoijuiaored by Mussolini, 

May 7th, 1^44 

The diggers have not yet reached the shelter unler the houae near 

the Chapman, They have found *inother body today under the debris, Ascanio 

a ays 09 workmen failed to answer to the roll call of the repair shops. 

His relatives live near the tracks (Ponte alio b'osso). Their house was 

damaged to the extent of about 4000 or 5000 lire. They wore immediately 

given d^magea of VjOO lire. On the opposite side of their atreet the 

houaes are all in b^d condition for 2 (?) kilometers, fcany of thera des­

troyed. He thinks there was little loss of life there, nn all wore 

conacious of the danger and went to sheltera. 

These days hundreds or thousands of people flock to the center, 

eating out in the Piazza S. Trlnita and ionder the ^3rc?dea of the Ufflzi, 

Armlda never goes home but rushes about. Says she is dead tired. Baroneas 

Core was her©, as d«bonnalr© as ever. When the bombs struck the theater 

she waa in her room oat-a-cornered froir. it, but her husband said she must 

^0 down to the cellar with hire and the 3 dogs I 



That afternoon soitioone came from tho Su Pare to tell her of Î rs, 

Gay's death. She went over at once and wanted to ĝo to he- room, but was 

not ©ll0"fed to on account of the danger, lira. Gay she had seen the evening 

(Sunday) before, Yery ill, planning to have another blood trfe;nafusion on 

Tuesday, She wanted to live 5 years rrore. That at 7'Sl Just a few days 

before the Bareness had seen her with 15000 lire. No trace of them was 

found nor of her jewelry. Carbonized like her body or stolen? 

Yount' 'f̂en with red brassards (UHPA) are deputed to help the aufferera 

from raids. Miss Pope who haa oorae here from the })u Pare says she let 

them move her things and that many were stolen. 

The only casualty I've he^rd of in this house is a cut on Sig.Leoni'a 

bald head. He was standing outside our front door end like Plorenco A 

and ire he saw the bowbs rain down apparently on the A.h, He's always 

guick in his movements, and it didn't take him long to get inside. But 

all the glass above the arched entrance craihed at that very aoment. He 

waa fortunate to escape with s slight cut and a headache. The long salon 

of the A.A. (called the winter garden) had a roof and one wall of glaaa 

which ia wrecked, v/e were lucky that upstairs no windows were broken. 

It's difficult to got glass. 

The 4 th and today we've had no alarms • such peace I But the other 

days we've had them, one day 5» but no planes have appeared. 

May 8th, ly4f. 

Working night and day ^000 men have repaired the damage done to 

the Gampo di Marte in 5 days, ao that will be attacked again, "However," 

said sho afflicted with a swelling of the instinct of self preservation 

from r̂ fhich many of ua auffer, "that is far frorn us I," 

It seema that boaido the repair ^opa waa a atation of merchandiae 

and there just arrived waa a carload of marmalade, flour and other foods, 

Saturday night, inatefsd of giving it over to the stores to be got with 



coupons, thay were s e l l i n g i t to the f i r s t coiner, why, I don ' t know. 

Such a crowd col lected tha t the oarab ln le r l had to f i re ( in the a i r ) to 

d i sperse i t . We suppose th^t tha t was the jam promised ua for - ay. The 

b u t t e r , too, ^erh.f-i:p», ^o one from here got nenr enough ao tha t any of 

i t stuck to him. 

No prospect of water till they have dug under the shelter of the 

demolished house and then repaired the pipe. They've tapped a pipe in the 

Via Solfsrlno and made B fountain where everyone goes to fetch a fieschetto 

of wpter, servants and boarders • the younger ones. It is a blessing 

that Arffiida, though nearer the scene than wo, haa water and brlnga me some 

end does some washing for me. 

Ifegr loth, 19^4 

Yesterday it waa Just 2 weeks aince the Ijomlardment and they ?̂re 

8till working ("by the day") in clearing away the debris of tho house nBH.r 

the Chapman. They found 2 more dead yesterday. They were railway men who 

in flying from the worka took refuge in the doorway of that houae. 

Ho knowing when all will be cleared up and they can begin to repair 

the water pipe, Sverytirae there is an alert, i.e. several times in a day, 

aomotimea 6, the men throw down their ahovela and floe. Of course, we 

feel that thla p«!rt of town is now abaolutely asfe, but the poor people 

are like a cow before a rfillroad train. Ascanio la so tired carrying 

water for thia house that he says ho can't stand up atraight. He seeiBed 

a little doubtful whether our fate waa to bo preferred to that of having 

the house destroyedl You can imagine supplying 50 people with water, and 

you can Imagine, the sanitary condition. Fortunately it is not in France! 

Only a yevy small part of the city ia without water. 

Often at night we hear Oermsm fighter planea over ua. You don't know 

how comforting it is, for they never go up if there ia a suspicion of 

Anglo-Afserleans in the offing, since we are a defenseless city. It seemB 

theae plsnea, some of them at least, are Cb.rrylng wounded from the south 



ip north. We know, because one fell neer Bosto and iA it were a dozen 

wounded " all killed. 

After about a year in this house, the Duchessa di Lante della 

Rovere left to go to the Palazzo Raeellal where the Countess (Edith 

Bronson) has given her s rooffi, A ntA com®«down for a woman who brought 

her huaband a rrillllcn«dollar dot. The soprano and her mother (above me) 

got all packed to go yesterday but no trains were running. The Propriet-

or*8 flanced Isft by e. crowded bus. 

Hot long ago the Avitabile were st the atation and saw many refugees 

fTorr, the south waiting for a train to take them fiirther north. Amon« 

them waa a young -/voman with a baby of 10 days in her arms and three othars 

at her side. The baby was born after her peregrinstiona began. She'd 

got to wait till 1 B.m, In the atation but was not downo«st. Dear Krs, A 

put a 50 lire bill in her hand, I wf̂ nted to give something to those who 

had been bombed out in our streetj but naturally not thnough kasciat 

channels* Armlda suggested her priest and I had such a nice note frora 

hliF. Armlda said he even looked with interest at some baby clothes I 

had raade. Wo wonder ho is beloved. 

Recently the Gerrean High Command sent some people here. They asked 

Toace, the maid, for something to eat. She aaid there was nothing in the 

house, that we'd had no wster for days; they decided to look further! 

She's aa common end pert aa they make them; in fsct they don't make many 

Buch in ItPly, but ahe haa her usee. When a soldier appeared with a 

"lady," she told him that ahe could not go upstairs with him. They pai 

no attention to her, ao she trotted after and went viith them into hia 

room and atayed there till they got tired waiting for her to go and w 

away themafilvegl 

May 19th, 1944 

nowadays we have no Sormane here. This morning a soldier apfejî -t'/ 

who haa stayed here <î ito a while, an Austrian who speaks good Ita/^ '-



/^e. weed to sit with the Italians of an evening, the only one who did, 

/^aaalng thryugh our library on his ?;ay to the dining room, he had asked 

the ic-̂ lter: "What are all these toglioh books?" Gino was scsred and on 

tho defensive, "Oh they're all g ^ books," "Well, I want to read themi" 

This morning ho just came to aay how«do«do and was quite pleased at 

the cordial reception hfs got. He said that he was only passing through; 

that h{!» could not atay at thia house anyhow, as the German soldiers wore 

now in 8 very restricted area in Florence and not allowed to stsy outside 

it. So things are looking up. 

Plaaos flew over towards the east about noon; I counted 40. Wo had 

a 2 1/2 hour alert for them end thi9 afternoon an alert of 1 y 4 hour, so 

our digging does not go very fast. They've got down far enough to aee 

that the pipe is broken tor quite a distance. They proralae ua water for 

the 24th, but I doubt If we get it, * 

All business is at a stand still, for the stores closft during aa 

alert »nA will not even allow the customers to remain Inside. Tho tabloe 

in front of the caf«jJ , are crowded with people caught shopping who are 

waiting around for the stores to reopen. 

We hear fewer hand bombs in the city. Some nights tho Germans have 

walked th© streeta ainging. One S,S. boy makes day hideous for us by 

playing the accordion on a balcony of the A.A, Somehow we've come to feel 

rather an affectionate regard for him. 

I have been out every day for a week, even going to aee the rulna at 

the end of the street. It waa dusk and I could almost imagine myself in 

some of tho less intoroatlng parta of the Palatine. There was even the 

hooting of the owl (in the Cascine), "Cone and see the cypresa, hear tkc 

owl and plod your way over broken atepa of thrones and empires," 

The Chapman still stands but is Juat a shell, except for the groi^^V 

floor, •-'̂•••HfcjK***™-' ,j,A*f««.^. 
>***•?*" - ^ € ^ ''' ^U-^t^ 
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June 5rd, I9'r4 

This house is only h?lf full now, thank fortune. An amazing arrival 

is that of Slgnora Puminl with her daughter and grandson of 5. She is the 

another of the suoposed murderer of "atteoti, lie cornea occasionally to call 

on his relatives but 1 havo failed to see him. His sister, they aay has 

had -two husb^tnda, neither of thera the father of the boy. He is a terror, 

but b*̂  hji.8 an eng^gint! grin and if he had an̂ ' bringing up at all, might bo 

something. An it is he suggests no one so much as "ussolini. His mother 

le ?Rid to have shot at M, so perhaps was on loving terms with him. Sig,rf 

Duffiini, strange to aay, is a quiet little old Engllahwoman. H^r husband 

waa an artist, 

AHl There'a a pulsing in the veins of thia old house. *ater has 

come I on the 3̂ *̂̂  6.B.y, after many an agonizing disappointment, Slory bo! 

June 5th, 19-r4 

I think of you aa following the Italian campaign with bated breath, 

but your intereat cannot eoual ours, I am scarcely able to realize that 

our troopa have entered Rome. It seems sudden after all our expaeotations 

and disappointmenta, Tho groat thing to rao is that home is not damaged, 

I haV€t been moat peaslmiatio about that, especially since F, D.K, instructot/ 

the radio announcers, to say that every effort would be made to spare it, 

but of course, if it were destroyed It would be the other fellow's fault. 

The prospect looked dark. Kô«̂  all ia a blaze of light, I have been 

hearing of the great welcome out boys were given, I have even liatoned 

to tho roars of the crowd in Piaz?.a Venezia and to the bells of St, 

Peter's (Via London!), 

We suffer no real prlv»tiona in thia house, though a robust peraĉ v 

muat find the table pretty thin; I should̂ , if An̂ Jida did not boil beet^ 

or oniona or artichokes for me everyday. We've had no potatoes for 

months, no butter except 1/8 of a lb in May, little oil (1̂ +0 grams <â  . 

month). We have meat from the Black market eytiry day, very small p^r^' r- , 
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usually tough. The breal ration is now sufficient for ma (200 grams) 

Dtti when they Increased it in April they put in something that tastea 

like hay, reminiscent of Battle Creek products, Str?i.ngo to think that the 

Itfilians are forgetting tho taata of oranges - none for a year; no lemons. 

Apploa we had during tne winter and chestriuts; good prunes still; 53 tor 

& dollar; tea I9OO lire a kilo, at Uncle Sara's rate of exchkoge 2 50 a 

lb; no coffee; littlt milk; powdered milk no longer to be found. 

Probf'bly the greatest lack ia in medicines. Insulin not to be had; 

no pure alcohol or wood alcohol. V^ old pet Panbiline I've not h«id for 

three years « and have got along just as well without it! A recent blow 

la the lack of bicarbonate of aoda. That does hit me. 

We have enough soap, such as it is. by last cake of pure soap is 

almost finished, I've used ao much shaving soap that I shall bo growing 

a beard! 

I've just paid 90 lire for a tooth brush « 5«-j My hair bruah is 

ball, but I'll not buy a new one till we can get thoae of English make. 

Tho rich and the Germans still oat well. The first thing I'll ask for 

is bread and milk. They any they're eating white bread in Home, 

June 13, 194*+ 

I'm frothing at the mouth because all the B.B.C, gives us is the 

invasion, and the invasion and Hormandy and the invasion. Here after 

alz months of waiting the Italian campaign was just becoming thrilling. 

Wo had one day of glorifioetion, then cornmencod the other and wa're given 

two sentences a day on Itely, Of course it's a great thing to have the 

second front, but it's really our 6th landing, all dssoribad ad nauseam 

by those boys who flew or swam there; all juBt f.lug:ging matches! I aw 

fed up, I)e«r old Steed did give It«ily a bigger r̂ hare of his week's tfJi<, 

bless him! I knew he would, for he'd want to show off his long 

acquaintance with fiome, Hioe ocoesionally to have a seasoned man 



Sleak, none of your callow youths, I am longing to know all the details 

about Roma. I feel happy all the time that ahe w-3 spared, 

flovenoe ia seething with *• subterranean excitemant. The Germans are 

leaving in big b^tchea every night, Kow there's e big bus waiting at the 

side of the A.A, I've seen boys going by apparently bringing home new 

suitcases. Some of the girls bought wooden bozos to take their loot in. 

They are common clumsy oreeturee whose beauty is not improved by their 

uniform « uc style, Thay wear little envelope hats perched on top of their 

sauas'w heads. 

One day last week a truck stood in front of the A.A, loaded with tho 

furniture of one or two bedrooms: wardrobe, dresser, table and a big 

leathf/r arm chair which bore a strange roaemblance to some in the winter 

garden. Finally there were two little atraight chairs in which the jaunty 

offlcor3 seated thorasolvea in tho truck and off they went towards the north. 

Our *hroprie ior waa much depressed by thla sight. 

To counteract the flight northwards over 400 vehicles passed through 

on their way south. They aay they were for the H,Scoring diviaion which 

had lost much of its equipment, Gino counted 211 tanks that want out the 

Ports .Somana; one hundred trucks were for munitions and another hundred 

for other supplioa, 

Mira tho maid wept on iry shoulder yesterday and no wonder. Her 

mother lives in the country near Grosseto, Her brother of 20 may have 

been taken, or may be in hiding, ao the mother is probably alone right in 

the track of the army, Maria was here Sunday consumed with anxiety for 

her son* She aaye there are some good Germans but no good FaaciBta, 

there muat be some Machiavelli's in Florence to start the rumors 

hear oonatantly, Evidently they long to see people running again for 

lives when the alren sounds, ao they have olrculated the report that 

atation will be bombed! That the Jlnglish have dropped leaflets anrouy^ciTrq 



Over the radio messages are given such as "Beatrice weeps" whioh they 

n;terpret as a coming bombardmont. 

But a new effliotion struck us two days ago » no gas. Owing to the 

0 wk of transport no coal can get to Florence; until some does arrive the 

h>Jiabltiants will have to eat raw food, many of them. You can't get coal for 

love or money. Of ccurae this house i» suppliel with wood, but many in town 

o.ave no placo to burn wood even if they had it, 

June 14th, 1944 

You know how I hate thoae black specks high up against the sky, 

pursuing their relentless way? Well, this raorning I had almoat a vision 

of angels. The planes came over us from the back to the front of the house 

and as I looked out my window to the right I saw them appearing above the 

roof,the full sun flashing ou them, I gaaped at the beauty. They Boewed 

of silver, looked to be deliverers In ahining mail. In formations of 3» 

I counted 34. 

June 17th, 194^ 

Tho next morning they came about the same time but the sun was not 

8 0 strong and the planes were higher, Thoy looked as if made of the same 

stuff aa the wispy white clouds, or aa the moon in her last eighth, towards 

which they flew: they seemed spirits. 

Wo aro exuberant that the army is half way to Florence, "When will 

they get here?" I give them till the fourth. Meantime, the Proprietor is 

filling every poaslblo recepticle with water: 400 fiaschi, an old v̂ lne keg 

he found in the cellar, an ornamental sort of sarcophagus in the garden. 

Our spirits soar hisymv and higher, as the Germans fie©, bus load 

after bus load. Vie have a poor Fascist with his fpffiily In the house and he 

has been trying for some days to get Bway but could not find the roeens. 

They are Sicilians who were bombed out and eaTo to Florence, where they 

were again bombed out, very dieagieoable people. Tonight they say they'r 

going. Good riddance! When I think of th*"; burden the Faaclats have be 
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to me these l a s t years I , who aao only a s t ranger , and have not suffered 

from them, I can understand the v indicat ive a t t i t ude of the I t a l i a n s . With 

them i t i s an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, I fear there wi l l be 

t r o u b l e . 

it seems Gino the waiter was a goldsmith: his father and he had a 

shop employing 15 men. Because they would not become Fascists thoy ware 

obliged to go out of business. Think of his losing all hia skill and hia 

craft while he waits on us! For some years he waa a travelling saleamanj 

haa been all over Italy and to France, 

June 18th, I944 

last week, some German officers, 26 of them, went from Florence into 

the country to round up cattle to feed their men. They expected to bring 

back hundreds -̂ nd ended up with 30! They took Ivftn Ilic as interpreter. 

He related his advortures to the Avitabile. Beaides the difficulty of 

taking tho animals from the peasents, who used every subterfJige to get out 

of giving up their livestock, they wore ciroumTontoA by the "psrtigiani" 

who seemed to be everywhere and who were well organized. Sometimes they 

treated with the enemy and came to an amicable understanding as to what tho;̂  

could take. Once they had a small battle with e band of them for half an 

hour or ao, throning hand grenades. It ended with only one casualty, !that 

of a cow who had had he* leg broken. She had to be killed, Tho Germans 

expected to take her, but the peasants pleaded hard for her and offered to 

pay for her with wine so the Germann finally took the drink instead of tho 

meat and departed in peace. They ranged the countryside as far afield as 

AcQuapendente driving the animals before them, getting their food and sleep 

as they could, usually walking or driving by night. When they had collected 

about 63 cows, by aom© accident 45 escaped, so they had to betrin again. 

They walked the oowa 40 km, one day, leas afterwards, but their hoofs were 

worn down; they were exhausted and bore the marka of the beatings they had 



received- 'lti»sy were never milked; the Germans did not know hsvt to milk 

them; th*» ^-sm^f^f^yi-^^H they asked to do so all pleeded ignor'^noe. 

Jbxperienced Gerrasrj soldiers who had fought in Russia and elsewtere 

told Ivan thftt the fiercest fighting they had seen was at ?«or:tecaa«ino. 

Both aides used new explosives more powerful thsn the previous onea, ]&rerj 

6 (?) hours a tuce was made to bury the dead end carry sway the wounded. 

During the intervals the "̂ en exchanged cigarettes and chocolate with their 

onoffiies. The English and Americans wore good fighters but the best in 

tho mountain regions were the Moraccans, who fought man to man. 

The Germans have lost much materinl. They are tired of fighting, 

A nu'nber of thera still thirJc the victory will be theirs. Iliey hnve faith 

in the secret weapon «• the pilotleas plane. Before July 25, 1943. 

Muaeolini said that it ¥/ould ensure victory. Paring the first d5>*ys after 

the lending in lormandy , the GermoKP, thought it was only a trial attempt, 

not the Bccond front. That ms^' he the reason why troops were not Bent 

sooner: thoy were holding thera back for the real thing. 

fhe Fr. Goerlng dlvlsioB .r.0T* livss in three small houses, such havo 

been its losses. These officers that Ivan was with hated thst divis-ion , 

In Hussia poison t̂hs ha» b.̂ en uaed by both sides, not often, but 

ocoaaloRally in '1 eng8.gi»raenta. 

The »roat sensational item he heard wa« this: A division W B S left 

in Rome by the Germais with orders tn defend the city. But tliey did what 

they had never done before, they siirply dec&aped, hiia vihole lot of thera. 

Thus it waa that Hitler, spared RoRet and alao the Alliejs! 

To roe it seems almost a proef of the efficacy of prayer. When tho 

heed of ChristendoPi and his follo"̂ *?r3 unite tc pr»̂ y for one thina, what 

nay they not ooco^apliah? Fear ontefs even into the soul of the intrepid 

enemy and he me It a awsy, 

Ihey are ccestently stopping young men on the street and putting 



then* into trucks « off for Gerî any? 

Today oarce the rtjuiour th»rt we'd be without water after 3 p.m,, tho 

Germana uere going to take the works to Garmanyl I'v© been filling basins, 

tumblers, medicine bottles, jam pots and vases, though I didn't believe th« 

rufficur, I can't think they'd tell us of this evil design (nor did they), 

June 23rd, 1944 

All went so swimmingly for 12 days that we saw ouraelvea welcoming 

tho American boys by the 23th^only to make sure we have always aaid by tho 

Fourth of July, Several Itall'ana have said to me, stretching out their nrn 

"This Ir, how I shall receive them!" But now apparently our embrficea aire 

to be poatpo.ned; they've not budged for a week, though the B.B.C, In an off 

hand w?jy In the midst of ita absorption in Cherbour-fe every day gives Italy 

& aentence or two: "The troops are advancing steadily, though bad weether 

has made the roads difficult." They often toss the ItRlien campaign a 

bouquet Baying it ia an important part of the whole before hurrying on 

to .Finland. 

The Germans have brought some guna up from the front and atationed 

them around Rlorenee (outside the city) for anti-eir defence. Kow when 

the plans-scome the cannon roars and we see whit© patches of smoke in the 

sky perilously nê -r the planea. The other night 2 or more suddenly took 

a downiferd turn and I was terribly frightened for fear they'd been hit, 

and I rushed into ths ivitablle's room, where I foaŝ d Ivan Ilic who aaid 

no, but thst they'd gone down to escape, ss the guns could not hit tliem 

when they flew low. He'«? had lots of experience now striuggling along the 

country roads, with planes always overhead. He sits on the mudguard of 

the car on t?i:e look-out for them. 

I diaeoverod that I had no stomach for air duels after all. 

June 26th, l9'i-4 

We are now put to bed at 10 o'clock, so our masters Chn have more 



time for deviltry. For the last few days and nights w© hear fr©̂ ;.uant 

detonations, said to be the mines whioh «re d©8trpying nil our factories, 

laboratories, etc. Of coursis that mean* pauperizing a good part of the 

population who will be thrown out of work. Biey've been given pay throi?g:h 

Auguat but not enough probably for these rising pricess. It seems the clira: 

.̂ iombino haw Just been taken by the Americtins who are now only about 

45 fflilc3 fror̂  us. People o n Bc&rcsly wait to see them. Lota of Germans 

have l^ft but Btill there ;jft-eE to be iEnum%r&bie hosta with us. Yesterday, 

Armlda said the Ctiaoine was full of trucks with Germans, apparently for 

miles on en̂ l. 

Our houcc -- _^ -in full. Our heart© sftxtk tc see a faicily arrive. 

The Proprietor bed expected 5 e-nd they tui'ned out to be 101 Ko joke to 

find food. The pereonrel it far from adeguate. These new arrivals have 

three children to join oui- lumini >»Lc is egual to 5» I think he mujst be a 

son of bussolini! 

The latest arrivals, c&lled Ilborl, came from Plstoia to be sooner 

under the Alllao than If they remeinsd at Plstoia. Their native city is, 

I believe, Naples. 

Ivan Ilic broke his foot jumping off the mudguard when planes 

appeared overhead and had to be brought hc^e, much to his mother's relief. 

July ... -bb:., •:••:- -aû -'̂ l July 1st, 1944. 

The exclterpe.nt increaaes as our troops edvejnce. Only 7 miles from 

Siena, now^ 37 fron us. 

Our street. Via Solferino, and the Lungarno are all closed with wooden 

horses at the end towards the Purk, where the Vlale runs thet enoirolos 

the city. They iai' it is to mark UB off as an open city: fighting mast 

not take place inside the barriers. 

It is a comr;ent«ry on our tf-blo that the T. 3. hna gained about 15 

pounds in 6 months, even though living in a damp, sunless room on the 



ground floor. She looks a different person. Of cour̂ io, the ŝ ick have 

special rations of milk, butter, rice, meat etc. 

last night the German soldiers apparently had a banquet at tho 

Anglo A'̂ eriOftn hotel. Till after 3 a.m. we heard them einaing. Ihe dining-

room windows on the via bontebello were open and ll^t atreamed out, 

I've been trying to decide what we need most; perhaps CORI, for tho 

city has been 3 weeks without gas, «o many have no means of cooking. Good 

soap snd flour come « close second and third; pê -haps raedleines should come 

first. For 3oae time the cleaners no longer take clothes for dry cleaning. 

July 2nd, 19^4 

The plot thickens; sbout Z a.m. tho ^iazza Santa Maria Novella was 

bombarded i.e. incendiary bombs were dropped on it frow the sir. Several 

hotels on the siouare »r« occupied by the Germans who all escaped, Wa hf?ve 

e suspicion that the job may have been a cute little trick of the Germans 

to make ua disliked, 

A more disturbing development ia that Hitler out of hie kind heart 

and love of beauty has decluied Florence an open city. We felt 8af*«r before. 

E Yesterday and today we have frequent anti«air firing and are warned 

not to go out in the balconies or even stand before the window ass the 

splintera are dangerous. Aa that is one of the few amuaementb left to ua 

we'll probably continue our upward gazing. 

If our troops adv&nce as much next week sa they did last week • next 

Sunday they'll be practically where they are today. '?e all feel baffled 

and isiok at heart. Would that the B.B.C, (our only means of news) had one 

head th-̂ t we might strike it off I I think there's not been a day that thoy 

have not aaid "the Alliea are advancing rapidly on all the Italian front 

from the west coast to the Adriatic," It is like those raring steeds of 

the chariots of the Victor Iraanuol f̂ijonuroent that go ao fast and remain in 

the same spot! The Soraans were counting on our reaching Siena a week "ago 

today! We »i;ill hear no end about CJherbourg and not much leas about 



Russi^^s v i c t o r i e s , but two off=hand aan teac^s s u f f i c e £«7e the I t ^ i i s JS 

campaign • proof t h a t the re a r e n ' t many B r i t i s h wi th -̂he Americana, BVcnoh, 

So. Af r i cans , Kevi h e a l a n d e r a , horaccaaa , Indi.-in.v e t c . of the .4l l iad armlan . 

Jun« was cool 80 we hRve only 2 raontht-. o*: liaixX or p o s s i b l y o weeks 

t o dread . Sow t ae he-,-.t haa cotne. 

J u l y >rd, l^H-^-

Many trucVy h^ve jjone sjouth •*'yc'- h,--ra o-:.rryini3 '^rtsria,^. '•̂ o tha German 

f r o n t , \i6 are diatKrbeb by ira!<:6ni5e ones wi th t r a i l e r o h*-.5!-;ing ilcrough our 

once quiet s t r e e t wi th almost the speed «r.d noi = a of a r a i lway t r a i n . 

H i t l e r may he abor t of rga.;? but Mn wi.nlons d o n ' t know i t ; they s tand f o r 

l o n g helf—hours ( I t sseBms to .me) wi thou t shuttirgg down. 

July 7 th , 19'+4 

Afte r the fp-ll of Siena the fierman.i took 2000 of he r c i t l s e n s to 

aend to Germany, They brought the r̂? to F lomnc« 'vhere they were lodged f o r 

3 or '̂  n i g h t s and daya in the .?ia3Ee. S . Maria TTovella In the eonve.nt 

Leopolaine a t the co rner of the Via l-ostti (h.'here in the- l o g g i a i« the .Luoa 

d e l l a Eobbia of S t . F r a n c i s meeting S t , .'cBenio nenr t h r t rspot), 

Gino '6 wife co'nes from near Siena BUC they had a mesaage t h a t one of 

t h e i r r e l a t i o n s who had been kind to them was in the convent , bhe t r i e d to 

g e t in to aee hlK but in v a i n . Ihe next day Gino took f r u i t and bread f o r 

him and hopes* i t was d e l i v e r e d . The r e l a t i v e 1;̂  an old ""an <uid f r ^ i l . 

What they can get out of hici i s & mystery , but they even took p a t i e n t s out 

o f h o s p i t a l s . They were here th ree days hefore ihe a u t h o r i t i e s gave thera a 

mea l . Las t ni^jht they were tnken off towards Bo'OgnR. T* «»»ei'ho .„.o p r i son* 

e r o on a p rev ious t r u c k , wi th the hei the p a t r i o t s , overyowered the four 

Germane In charge and igot f r e e , ao V'^e'r* hoping these nrm do l i k e w i s e , 

S a t u r a l l y ĥ** ,^blorentln6B a ie in ^rroKt f e a r o '̂ •'•'«iny +**>«r! »n(1 many 

e r e in h i d i n g . 

Many aersrans have a l ready l e f t . Our days and n i g h t s a re hldeoua wi th 

t h e a o i s e of theii* t r u c k s . 



Some months ago ( i n h«rch I t h i n k ) they took over a g r e a t p>irt of the 

F lorence .hoapi tol at Careggi (about 2 miles o u t ) . J t i s a new h u i l d i n g 

w i t h n.odern i n s t a l l a t i o n a . Sow thsy have l e f t i t and F lorence . av i t ab i l e 

went to look s t har depa r t t i ^a t , . r. f.̂ oind th« t thfi c h a n d e l i e r s or h.*̂ <n̂  

i n g lamps h.&d been shot --jt and r u i n e d ; t 'lo s t a t i o n a r y washatands had H 1 1 

been broken. Of coarse a l l the a u r ^ i o o l end mgdieal apo l i anoas and sjupttll 

had be-^n ts,Ven au-ny. The German?? have a l i s t of the doeto-'*?? *̂ nd pX^n to 

t a k e t.hem to Germany. 

Jul^^ h, 1-^^-

The disorder i.n town is terrible, not only the U-srmans take what 

they wflnt from the stores but the Italians do, too, • Ithout paying. So 

most of -̂ ^̂  f,H.̂-;'.«o )5_nve cloacd, 

Iive*stook looted fro"̂  the peasants, who depended on it for their 

living, has been driven through the city, and outnlde the Porta Prato. 

f'hey are selllr.̂ - the cattle. 

Some frlenrifl of the *vit&bll«s, named Ainstein, cousins of tha greet 

scientist, have a coixatry place a few miles away (at Troghi), The ^ermsns 

coEe whenevar it pleases tJaeri to t^yc :.nack aiid to cart av.uy a few hams 

or such like. They aay they regret doing it e pistol point but that 

aToids all discussion 1 Their depredations hoove not yet .^mount^d to much, 

but they hinted to the Ainsteiaa thst they hsd not yet finished with theia. 

From a neighbor they »%tole ten pair of oxen » he can no lon̂ jer work hia 

fara. Did I +ell you that aix officers at the Conaigll drfink 2? bottles 

of champagne at their farewell bpnquet? 

July yth, l9->4 

The t e n s i o n g-rows g r e a t e r everyday. I t i^i *sxoruciotln^ t o ??lt 

h e r e and .know of the horroru going on about u s , v/hile the b i l l e d array 

seems almosot a t a s t a n d s t i l l , bhost of the ycung rsn ? r-a. in h ld i j ig , '-•ut 

i t 1,3 hard fo r tUeii! to s t ay ab hoiae a.nd t h e i r raothero l aad a l i f e of 

m i s e r y , f o r they w i l l abrip out occadio;aaj.ly. The same convent t h a t 



housed the people from Siena now houses F l o r e n t i n e s who ere to be s t a r t e d 

f o r Germany. Yeaterdsy m«jiy were rotmded up a ston.^'a throw frorr;, here on 

t h e SorgOenLss'^ntl, • Ascanio In s p i t e of h i s Cy ŷ .-.̂ n-o waa t^frsiid and h u r r i e d 

heise. Sop^eone shouted to Florence A. "Pn':a' ond ;';h'̂  ran for her l i f e f o r 

t hey t ake v^omn, t o o . ( l i k « averyone e l s e ahe has l o s t h e r b i c y c l e and 

hai^ to foot i t ) 

Las t eve--iln;:; I aaw a t ruck s t^^r t ing .fron' th« d o n y i g l i viith people 

• tard. ing up i.n j t , c l i i i . j lng to one another to Veep t h e i r b a l a n c e . 1 thought 

i t was the poor sou l s th,^.it havs been d e p o r t e d , but they r-'-.y i t mas f a s o l a t e 

and t h e i r fjifcilifls wiio ^ant to pnicape n o r t h before the i<nglish coi^^^, £ a r l y 

l a s t week s i t t i n g out on the . ^ v i t a b i l e ' a bs lcony I saw two o.utos ,'joing 

n o r t h on the Vie Garlb '- . ldi , each towing a £?un, covered wi th bunc.hes of t r e e s 

I t was the f i r s t I had a«en. La te r "brs, b . JJOV; ;•, t igf lr t a n k , going s o u t h , 

a l a s ! She s^vid i t was a t e r r i b l e t h i n g . 
Or 

Evf^ry dfiy ŝ e h"-'^ t h - t the Geri"an Of f i ce r s a t the Cons lg l i «r© aboU' 

t o l « a v e , but t h e y ' r e a t i , i l a e r e , u.ne e-mning -we heard more p ls i to l s h o t s 

than u s u a l ; they wsr'-J shoo t ing e t the b-sts i n the ifarden. Fancy! our g r e a t 

p r o t e c t i o n from the mosqui toea. Bat I «up.:'oae we o'lght to be fltv*. t h e t 

t h e y were '.vastlng ammunition. Last n igh t th«y a tayed on t h e i r t e r r a c e 

t a l k i n g '^n-i. l aughing t i l l the -^ee .-̂ ma' h o u r s . How<?!V«r, I nuKt aay t hn t 

t h e Gar-nans have bf»f=n u j ie t «r.d o r d e r l y . I t i s not t i l l l a t e l y ( a f t e r 10 

months of occupa t ion) that we have heard t h e i r vo i ces on the B t r o e t , La t e r 

( i t 3e--8ffl9d f o r hour s ) ther-" wajs the sound of g r e^ t t r u c k s s t a r t i n g . I 

thought the o ' f ic -ars were l a a v i n g , bu"'- In th? -̂to'̂ '̂ nba*: (Sunday) t h e i r r a d i o 

was g i v i n g f o r t h a ^ern&n liymn, The t r ucks 'opi-e c a r r y i n g our floiii* t o 

SorEsny, Let us hop^* the p a t r i o t s I n t e r c e p t th^^m. 

They s e l l soma of the livec^took tney Htn>sl. .•,, • hn, v:ro at her 

b u t c h e r ' s ye^sterday when ^.h9y brought. ,a graab .ylrf- and so ld i t f o r juoO 

l i r e ( c h e a p ) . Now w© hav- o .n p l e n t y , s i n c e the fnrraerfe p r e f e r t o 



alauj:hter £iBd se l l t h e i r h.took ra ther than have i t s to len . 

Yesterday about 11 a.ro, an A»A, p lane, a flcfehter-bomber, came over 

us swooping down v«5ry low and dropped 2 or 3 Incendiary bombs on the 

bri*^"?? n%ar us , "Ponte ha l l a V i t t o r i a . " I t was almost as racking an 

ftxperienci as our bombrrdmenta of the l a t and .2nd of May, Half a dosen 

were injured, *i Germar k i l l e d , but the bridge waa not harmed, IVo houses 

up on our s t r e a t were s l i g h t l y damaged, I think the same ones tha^ v-f̂ y.̂  

daa&gsd before . Taere waa no alarm, as the Germans have taken the s i rene 

away! We're e;;j3«ctiag another a t t ack . I t i s a bridge they use to taks 

eupp?les to the f ron t , in f a c t , jus t where ^fra, A. saw the tank. 

Today the paper t e l l s of the a r r e s t of 4 men, doc tors , lawyers, e t c . , 

who wi l l be held as hoatages to be ahot i f there are any more a t tacks on 

0erfflyrj/i or any acta of sabotage. Oh, why don ' t they come! Maria agraes 

wi th me, that though wo lack so many n e c e s s i t i e s , and need food, ahe'11 

not %nk for a th ing , i f ahe can only be free and not hare the t e r r i b l e 

nig^trtare hsinglng ever he r , of her boy's being taken and shot . 

i a a t night we had planea over us r a the r low. Then about 4 a.m, I 

heard for the f i r a t t ime, a low muffled rofjr way off on the horison of 

sound • the APbnL.T,,SRY, 2 cail ' t aay ths t I l i ke i t . 

There Is no telephone service except for drug s to res and doctors . 

Wo 3 t l l l hftve water and e l e c t r i c i t y . Today, hot water in the pipes for 

the l a t time aince b'ay l « t , for the plumbing had to be repaired a f te r . 

our 7 weeks without water . The house i s f u l l to burs t ing ; everybody 

now rushes to the c i t y , the reverse of la-̂ t̂ year . People leave only to 

r e tu rn with t he i r f a a i l i e e , -ihere tne Propr ie tor puts them I don ' t 

know; often 3 in a room. Tho queatlon of food i s d i f f i c u l t , but we have 

meat and f r u i t . Today haa been about our lov^est depth ao far • most of 

my 2 meals went to the oa t , to which they were be t t e r suited - a small 

piece of very tough beef, with a fery small mess of ind i f f s ren t vege-

ti, i^-"- - . . . "^ - ^ _ _ 



#0,.-

t a b l e a coo ed In ho r r id g r e a s e , t r i p o nrA poor soup. But I did h«vo sow© 
n i c e bo i l ed r i c e and two shiall stewed p e - r s ( d e l i c i o u s ) . Bread and jam 

he lped me ou t , I coulb h^v? coolced myself un egg; •>«» hnY<i p l e n t y of them. 

The "Tlstt has f a l l via frc»r I5 to 1.1 l i r a ft,piee!3. 

We -are expec t ing d a i l y t h a t F lorence w i l l be decl-ared in a s tRte of 

emergency, which happens 3 dft.y» before the ' a l l ien aiarlve. Durin*j t h a t time 

men f»re ne t allowed In ihe s t r e e t s ; tho women can go out for an hour or 

Vito each day to ge t f o o l . They aay the s t s t e of emergency in arranged 30 

t h s t the Cy< t-- -'o can ^or^ii: t h e i r w i l l t inhindered, 

"••'---̂ *-*.,, ^ Ju.ly 13 th , 1^45 

ie ke«i:i hearlne dories of horrors, well tmthentlcated, for they ccme 

from the hospital where the victims are being oared, for. One was of a 

village betrayed by its mayor to the Germsna, who c^ms nnd burn-*, most of 

the housefc, killed many men and too}c aome girls between 1+ and ID yetirs of 

f ge to the bftrr«oks for a weak, killing some of th©r'>. Thla was told by 

one of the women of the village st the hoi^pltal, where, Florence heard it, 

Ar other was of two soldier̂ -' going to a family in the oovuitry, saying 

that they wanted to desert; could they supply them with civilian clothes? 

Of course the clothes were forthcoffiins, the G*irmans departed profeBslng 

the,fflselves grateful, A little later they returned v̂lth .several others well 

armed, killed the man who had given them ths clothes raped hia wife and 

16 year old daughter, then killed the wife, Thoy ahot the daughter and 

left her for dead, but she waa not dead snd in the hoapitHl rallied 

sufficiently to tell her story. She cannot live which is a merciful thing. 

7)0 you wonder we count the minuter till the allies come? 

Still they are "adVHnolng all alonji the lint" and never changing 

their position! I wonder wh'-it the truth ia? Are they merkin£ time till 

Bussla invades QerKany pnd hitler will hnve to xscall his troops from Italj 

Yesterday many sore men were taken to be sent to Germany, 

The irchbishop of Florence, Cardin&l i)allfc. Costa, has asked the 



a t t t h o r i t i e a to take him in p i ece of one of the hos tages they a r r e s t e d 5 

o r 4 days ago, a tr^nn who has been prominent In .ouhi.i<; a f f a i r s ; o-' 

p h i l a n t r o p l c works . Of cour.,,e the answer to ibi© t 'o rd ina l was t h a t they 

d i d not ••>;arit him, 

.̂  school for American g i r l s formerly kept by an ,*;r:ericfr.n, bif-.s Ch i lde , 

i ras searched ys^jterdai ' . The achool no longer e x i s t s , but they v/ere a f t e r 

some of the l uxu r ious f u r n i a h i n g s , 1 !xndersta,.nd they ^rot n o t h i n g . I t 

s t a r t e d ni*i ciica more h id ing icy be longings I Gino ^vorkeci fo r sore -je-^rs in 

t h a t school and had helped h ide some of the t h i n g s -and WB.11 the*^ in l They 

w o r e a ,n „t^a:i . , . 

In an outpodt of the Line of the Goths, 
— — • ,^«...-"- j^i^, 2 1 s t , I j h h -

The i i l l l e d aruy only I7 Ki les awaj-I 

Oh, -:>t. ueoTcie, do mtJce has t e to rescue t h i a harsssed maiden F l o r e n c e , 

before she l o s e s more of her l i f e blood! iivery da.y her youths ar© taken 

and stf^rted towards Germany; the c a t t l e i<nA means of l i v e l i h o o d o" 

farineru i-uuj-ul a.boua are l oo t ed 6.nd the women a re r aped , 

K i l l the }in..gliah never eo'ne? 

On h i s \ifiy hon̂ -i the o t h e r n igh t Gino found th»^t the Germans hsd 

adopted nev; t s c t i e s : ••"•hay hs.,̂  aoffsb •' o,eir unlforrr and in c i v i l ? ^n c l o t h e s 

approached unsuspect ln t : boya e.nCl c a r a l l e d them a t p i s t o l p o i n t , t h r e e 

were shot and k i l l e d in th« procefes, 

i, nii.-nt or tv<o ia te i - he met ?;ith a fcroup of '̂ -̂'-̂ oona r«tnrni.''^a t i o s 

t h e f r o n t , Tbiey inqu i red the way to P i s a and, nB a . . '5atter of courJ..e, vveire 

s e n t In the wrcno; d l r<?c t ior . Whan th^y found .it o u t , thay 'be-j. •"ire 

promi-^5cnounly on paasero by 1 Giino igayn + ae s t r « e t o a re -00 l i v e l y at 

n igh* ; from novf on fc<?'l.l sle^^p h e r e ! 

3y the Vv&y, I saw lielf a. ao26n Germans appi«;r«ntly beck from the 

fightin:*' l i n e , nef:̂ rl?'̂ e ,̂ vriri i<ieary. They wore shlr-^-o j-^r'̂ e a,*" coo-'--.a^l r;.s»*̂ (3, 

. a a l e r i e l , splsHhes of ^re^n -and broa-n, I t h i n k , and c a r r i e d t i n h.3t$. They 

Kent towarda the A,A, where the guard motioned them towards the n o r t h . 

http://wb.11
file:///ifiy


Yesterday the Gtrrcana :teft that h o t e l ; the Grand, too , i s emptied 

of i t s High Command. What a load i s lifted, from our a p i r i t a l I hope the 

ho t e l s m.'X pensions are© bains scrubbed out for the iSnglish; a aorvant s t 

the A,A. said i t would take montha to get the plac») c lean. The half-dozen 

effioer'3 jir® s t i l l .-at the bonaio'll; I should think they'd wish thomaolves 

away waen they hear th« a r t i l l e r y , get'Ung nearer HTA nearer . I t i s l i k e 

distfgnt thunder and makc« you feel head«achy. 

We have f'»w plenoB row, but 8ome ©very day. 

I.»<;horn i s without water or e l e c t r i c i t y , so we keep water in a l l 

r^sce^tactee and the Proprietor has given each of us a small yellowish candle 

which wa'vs got to maike l a s t through the c r i a l s . The s t a t e of emergency 

may ba dec la re i any day now. They've already blown up d i f fe ren t buildixigs 

i n the Caaalnd, Two days ago wo had constant explosions l ike b laa t ing 

fh'om the t'outhern part of the c i t y . Whst i t was, I don ' t know. However, 

t,h.3 b-.*ldge3 are as yet i n t a c t . 

We've had the ehoering rtimor t h s t an agreement has be-sii reached where-

by t h e r e ' l l be no f ight ing within 6 kilometres of Florence. A great piece 

of newa was tha t the four lawyers and doctore taken es hostages havo been 

rslfef^eed, but the sad part i s tha t those who had disposed of several 

f a s c i s t s have been tracked down and shot. For th.^t reason they did not 

keep the hostages , 

A lady, a connection of so»iecn« in the house, has turned up, having 

walked Id kilometres from her house which wne in the f ight ing l i n e . (This 

waa 3ig ,na Scagl ia . Her and her b ro the r ' s v i l l a at the end of our Btreet 

was burned l%y l a t . She went then to atey at S, Casciano, but as the troop-s 

drew nearer she thought i t b« t t« r to get out of tha l ine of merch, no she 

and her maid S l v i r a (60) s t e r t e d one reorning at 3 to walk to florence and 

got here in the evening,) 



Yasterday I saw a man come to the house on a bicycle vilth numerous 

bundles, lis -^'isB etelwa-rt, much tanned and v.?»ither»wjrn. Iiat«r down.'staira 

he w»» O'qbraoing hi« l i t t l e srandchildren \^ith rap ture . I t seems the 

Ger^.Rna wore n.akiKf a fortres^^i of hi*j> vill«»;;e in ;;h€ h i l l s aiid he had come 

aWfiy with what he could oar-^y, ne^er expecting to see any of h i s e ther 

belongings agHin. That or worse i s what you may exp<sct i f you atay m your 

house in the countrjr whi^e if you leave I t e e r l i e r you ' re p ra t ty ce r t a in 

t ha t overythir.,t: w i l l be looted, 

One night a f t e r 11 , 2 Germana came in a t our aervioe ^oor and made 

t h e i r way to the lobby. The usual nuither of m<sn were lo'xnglng about and 

the apfod with which they melted away was said to be am&Eing, The 

Germans proved to be harmless only ha l f -seas-over , but we couldn ' t know 

t h a t , ao th*5 boarders repaired to the i r prearranged hiding place, e. cubby 

hole at the top of the houB« vmere the re se rvo i r i s Jodged. 'the next day 

OiiS of theiu told of the i r t ry ing to squeeze in a l l together , laughine: s t 

t h e i r r id icu lous s i t u t t i o n , t i l l th© teara ro l l ed down h i s fpco. 

When thsre wes a r ing at the boor on t.he -.follov^ing nigJit, no one 

noved to open i t . I t was morning r a the r , a f t e r one. Final ly hearing 

I t a l i a n -roieeB outs ide , Ascanio wont <J0 the door followed by the I ' ropr le tor 

and several o t h e r s . They found a young of f icer with h i s wife nnd baby, 

who'd .'u&t arr ived on a camion and \tare in di re need of a bed, '"h-'y h--(! 

t o go into a s tore rooa, we're so fu l l up. 

, J'lly 22iid, 1944, 

Ti-'hile I was writing: t h i s in bed at «»4#itnight, o thers wars up on 

our roof g&zlng at a d is tant f i re southwest of the c i t y . That i s what 

they went to aee but even more apectacular was ^'* 5it?ht of the cannon 

f l a s h e s , l ike l i gh tn ing . I wish I could have seen thera but our roof Is a 

s loping one; to get thers?, l e t alone keep my footing thare i s beyond m.e. 
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July 24th, 1944 

Merla was her« thi.s morning with a tragic sitory. On tiie evening of 

the 17th G?r^sTi§ cppe5tr»«d in h«r sqiû re to round a-;} men to work in G«jrmany, 

They shot prorolscuoualy at people and at windows, ?'«?ia dared not stay 

e.t home, »o ahe and a .?i«i,shbor came out and manag?»d to sneak away, but not 

before ahe'a «een the dead «uid wounded (7 dead) in che squsre. & girl 

went up to one body and stooping over it recognized her young brother. 

You Ofsn i.ma.glne h«-,'- sto.te and --h>:"l'=»3, 

Maria pulled herself together and went to warn Francesco.who was 

"bathi/..g in the Arno not to come horae. The poor boy was hours there; he 

didn't know -what to do. Hie mother would go towards h<sr house to find out 

what wa» happening, then beck to him, to toll him there was still dsng?r. 

I thlr'k +hey finally went for the night to the people who hsV3 the shop 

lifhere bhe vrorks, 

Mf.rla said the Germans had taken away all the horse?? end Oflbs. That 

We.s .« perso-n,il blow to laet (Loiter: this was r^n exas^jeratlor; .\ Bever ajein 

•1:0 be abls to aally forth in a delightful little victoria! For I feel 

thr4 ^V'^rything that lu aver directed towards the German maw will never 

get liaok to Florence again. 

We ufc».ed to hsV6 an efficient service of street cleaning; several 

tim̂ ea a d«y, smartly uniformed men csme on bioyolea eiulpped with re­

ceptacles for refuse which cloaed autoratlcally, with s pail, brushes 

etc, all a a«irvelloug contrivance. I see no more of them. But the trouble 

is more than akin deep: tho sewage is all out of order and filth la 

acouiRulating, Poor Flore&ee? Poor It8,lyf 

The horror that haa touched me most is that people passing the 

barreoks in the old Ognisaantl cloisteru hear the nhrioks of people being 

tortured to give information to the Fasoisti, 



July HOth, 19-T'i-

The one thing that was plentiful was eggs « ^ orlce. The Germans 

took a lot of thea â il nor. th© Imns have Yery sensibly decided not to lâ r. 

Wo had only 2 yesterday frora our I7 hens, 

«5 lln%s converging on Florence the anchor of the Gothic Line." 

The ncony continues. The via Palazzuolo was closed while four 

oarsbinisri H'hc had "desarted" v/er© hunted down. It is said they were 

caught and will be »hot. 

Meanwhile the 3.a,b, announces for 3 days in sucoesaion: "The Allies 

in Italy are advanoinjj rapidly across the whole front; they have taken 

Castel Florentino and San Giorgio Valdarno," Thia for 3 deys. They advance 

like the horses on hi, hlark'8, 

light before last at 11, the vihole place seemed bethed In llgtht. I 

could not imderatgnd it, for the moon h&d oet. Finally at tho end of the 

street ther« came into view 2 great balls of light (Flares?) which .slowly 

descended. 1 vos* afraid we were to be l»bmbarded but nothing happen©: 

oxoept the paswing of airplanes, for hours it seemed to m©, 

July 2 9bh, 1944 

The cannon f i r i n g bsooraes louder . I t Is not continuous, thoti/p! we 

have i t for hours at a t ime, the raore eainoylnij because at I r r egu la r i n t e r " 

v a l s » no rhythrs to i t , I gather tha t i t 1B at S e.n Cy^scianc o miles away 

t o the soutto;e3t, ?»her* "the Hew Zealanders are neetlns' stubborn rea is tence 

from t h e 4 th German Pa rachu t i s t s , backed up by a handful of ttmks" (quoted 

from B.B.C, t h i s morning). Aa my window feces southwest I get the f u l l 

benef i t of the roa r , I think i t waa tha ni^ht before l e s t tha t a woman 

l i v i n g on the Borgognissanti counted more than 70 tE.nka going aouth, Thet 

did discourage us , 

I don ' t o*tsn cry , but I came n^»T i t when I heard febout Impruneta, 

a v i l lage near us , .S..A. r©conai».8anoe pl<«.,ne» saw, or thought f.liey saw. 



Gerr.r.n cannon around i t , t o came by n i g h t and f a i r l y b l a s t e d t h s v i l l a g e 

froffl th© fa.?« of the e a r t h : -rOO or 500 k i l l e d , A p-rooeasioi-i of tha s u r ­

vive?-.^ y l t h bundle-i and h>indc,e.rts cawn to Florenort the nex t raominf: * 

y e a t e r d a y . ini. sb. the time of the bombardment, no+ a Garaau cannon wafj thare! 

Gino llYOB near the ^or ta Roraana where they e n t e r e d F l o r e n c e . He 

and ' l i s neighbor® houaed I 7 t h a t n i g h t and h ia wife made coffee fo r them 

"^11 t h e next mornliUT. ( i . e . the s tu f f t h e t i a now c a l l e d c o f f e e ) . He a l so 

hus t l ed arou?!.!, .-,r' bought j c h i l i of jam an,'̂  ;̂ o*«« '̂•̂ -̂ pd i n the b l a c k market . 

Ther« I s a rumor t h a t i t was the F a s o i a t a who t o l d the l . A . t h a t t h e r e were 

German cannon a t Imprune ta . 

Sunday J u l y 3 0 t h , 19'U . 

Fo r months we have been s ay ing , " a l l w i l l b© -.torse before i t ' a 

b o t h e r , " Now w e ' r e a t the t h r e s h o l d of t h e w o r s t . I t la l i k 3 dea th or 

matrimony: we d o n ' t know what w e ' r e i n f o r , bu t i t w i l l be something 

f?if.fer«nt. 

We've bsen h e a r i n g rumors t h a t the c i t y would be in c-h&.rge of t h s 

Card ina l d e l l a Coista and Pr ince C o r s i n i i n th© in t e r - r egnum; t h a t i t would 

be handed over in k n i g h t l y fash ion by the Germans t o tha Bngl i sh wi thout 

a shot be ing f i r e d , Aa f o r the water supply,we heard t h a t the Germans were 

t a k i n g our wate r works hone wi th them, but t h e t tho C a r d i n a l had persuaded 

them not t o do so and t h a t t he part*! t h a t had a l r s a d y been dismo*a*t*d 

were biding piit back In p l a c e , hovff.var, t h l a morning we awoke t o a l a c k 

o f WATER AKD ELECTRIC ITY, 

To go bsck to y e s t e r d a y ; l i k e a b o l t from the blue mani fes tos 

appeared p l a s t e r e d on the wa l l s a l l ov«r bown SRo-lufj t h a t o a r t a i n s t r e e t s 

would have to be evacua ted , and l i s t i n g many of the p r i n c i p a l ones . <Nfo 

thought f i r s t Via .Hontebsllo was monr% them and g:^'eat was our t r e p i d a t i o n . 

However, we can again be thankful t h a t -ve l i v e on a modest narrow 

th»yougiifare and not on the Arno. The b i l l a explaiii-Bd t h a t t h i s ovacuat ion 

wa« fo r the p r o t e c t i o n of the c i t i z e n s i n case the b i g bad wolf « the A.A.— 



should t ake i t i n to h i» head to bio*.' up the s ix b r i d g e s <^cross! t he -a '^o, 

lothinfT l i k « "^1-tier's thoug-ht^ul a^TP, of us I 

So - t =«;v-f>>;l-no and t h l « •nornln'e- ( thay a e r e given o)ily t i l l nooso 

toda;^) we've se^r aoor soul ' i ,5oing by •f i th n>^ndc«rt<a aiid ouby O'^.rriayes 

p i l«d with tr ' inkg &nd houaehold belongir^gs. On toy' of tha mattres*if^H on 

so^e '-'It t l r e n old nn-^'in 'b^lrig yushed alcK:,':, fo" • o, ; hraĴ JS ao not run and 

t h « r a ' » not an yuto nor -. horso la eviheoc=-^. ' • ' .j^a .xiĉ a .ii*?rti ai'<» some 

i n town well h i d d e n ) , b lcyc lea ; r s not allo-^sd on the s t r e e t s , 1 aiv*' one 

hendc-.0 0 -. , ,, Ihr-'te birdOf.ye on top v^ith .* on i t , ^orathiruj f e l l 

o f f , I loohea out anx ious ly , ' •' ' ' • ady s t y p e ' v r i t e r , tiie DJ.IOH were 

s a f e , •• .••=..o; -••ive ''•;inutey to tw»lv* E wheel cam« off a baby earriB.t?e 

londQo with yooha. The poor f^irl pu?5hin5 i+ way t r y i n g to bia^ .' on, 

we s.i'e hl^.K-'-i^'" ' --oe t h i n g ; tha we-t.har ' ' ' -• •••^ottest y&t. ».!any 

w i l l h«»,v-: to s l e e p un^er the s t s r s t o n i g h t . In the Cait̂ po d i >barte. P i azza 

3 , brooe ^ t c . 

Signorln.si ivlt&bll*? has to ea r s fo r the ,?ouhded, ao h^r mother 

d-iciuea to go t.o tA<̂  a o s p i t a l to b? vsith he r , tiiough sshe's nob aura of 

a lOO.''-;. Th^y went off t h i s morniraT tvlth »' hr ,nde?r t , which tl-o^ ...lb they '^ 

push tneKaelvAs j f thoy could ^o t ^jct a riien. ( - i a . L c c r i l e t the man hero 

do i t ) 'ja bade each o the r goodby f o r 2 d.ays, 

O'lr 8erv-̂ -,'•••' _ ^ '"ost.ly ^̂ o-̂ ** ,no?"« '.f lif '^-htb -h'-:;, • - . ,.,e 

w a i t e r Gino, Qixsht fosca and t.a*-; h# i i t oy Frjinco, l e a v i n g 'k''irt;, i i s can lo , 

•@i'Ul,io --ind the Leor^i bo run the house , 

- .• ••^- au rp r i ae - - r i - -rth rT--n(:0.meo bpV'» j-:-+ ^ , "-,-•.;. , ; ya,.:;ir 

r e c e n t h id ing pl&c§ i« in •. au-a^ t ^:*hich people <̂ ,ro .„h-l ' o®, 

t.hey'v.'i now re tu rned to l u « i r own ho'aae and' have t e d s to slctjp in a f t e r 

t w o o r fC.\v^:-> Wf'ftfo^ ,, :i>y-, 

•;;:,! liafsrss a t t.a« Con.i»i^.li a a t t.-'lklrsg 1^?^! evenifiiV or. bi ieir 

t e r r a c e '«l th t h e i r ludy friandw (^^rsian). L^ter t h ^ - r was wuch shout ing 



I n tbs s t r ^ ' ^ t s t i l l 1 o.r 2 , .1 should MRV, Perhsps they were lea '^ lng. '̂ he.v 

as-' - t^ hi-.v^ t * f t noi'?. "^^in- 1 KhtRn«,i- i t on ly , I?, "^r.i-jia ^̂ ĥ̂ ;- *^Q popul -

s t ioK t.houftht i t a e l f f r e * euni bagfen lo re^'oics t,hey were hewed down by a 

eomT' „ - .ey had o v e r i c j k e d . 

I t I--; Tiô v four o^rTnnir -.• n^ s t l l l hL ooca-.a/„.,,;! Cart goes by. I t i s 

a s t r ange c i t y with ao iO-aoiL ot au toa , or h o r s e s , only volcca ej\6. foot 

s t ep s ' . So'T^etihH^s I t h ink I hear a horse oos lng , but i t i s only a young 

person in >vocdeo .,, ..,„..,a».. 

•Yestferday ,aft«.rnoon, nen, ilwxfinder broadcao ' '- us tha t he wouid 

soon !•? here « to be o save our c i i , . o rn ing a pltxne 

dropped, lasflfttt,. t o thp^ :-o'-'--n ^ffKnt, '11.3,7-• .. -. aevr some cop'fi -h-̂ -.-m in 

our g a r d t n , - TT'^.-noenco gave rrs on«, "0 ny au rp r i ae the f a i t h f u l ihira 

{•cham.le'" O'sid) brought :m a lunch of excellent boiled beef, which I like 

,%-Jnc-i they c a n ' t put t h e i r ewful g rease i:.i i t , bo i led p o t a t o e s p.nd a 

d e l i c i o u s b ro th with l o t s of r i c e . The P r o p r i e t o r aaya he haa r f a t f o r 

5 days* ( a t 2|-b l l h - . l i l o ) . I ' d prof»^-r more vs-^etablea , b-xt bhay'i-a 

.herd to get t o o . Hoveyer I .have 9 dozen tomatoes r i p e n i n g on v>y window 

a l l l sjatX as many p e a r s . X--;'5y s'Siy w e ' l l ha.ve no bread tomorrow. te 've 

a l l saved s c r a p s , d ry ing them out in tha oven or on the e l e c t r i c t o a s t H r , 

so they ^"'Oh't a;ould, 
J u l y 31s t t 19^4 

I t d id not r a i n but ?- cool breeze Mnmni--^ in-), rrobotoiy the crowds 

s l e e p i n g in the open founc ' -efrefohing. 

The n o i s i e s t n igh t y e t : the b a t t l e began In the evening and raged 

t i l l 3 or a f t e r , mors a,r ' --orff f l e r c F l y ; •̂ r, -f-.tr-r'sa th*', '•̂ o-r-̂ ft î ^hnok; t h e r e 

were l i t t l e fla.sh68 in th?. i'cy l i k e hea t l i g h t n i n g . ..e bo hot anow whore 

t h e a l l l e a are s ince v»e h&ve no e l e c t r i c c u r r e a t f o r the r a d i o . 

The shady se t in t h s ,houts h.^va ha;! asver^^l !flldnlght yupper-s, v;h«n 

they s i t sjid d r ink t i l l 3 a,ra. Si.,,., •• .- •> ..:-,yh they .n-iake ovt ry v i c t o r y 

an excuse fo r c e l e b r a t i n g ; he vil l i no more of I t t i l l the B r i t i s h coiae. 



th^n w^n-̂  v j . l l flo'># . f ree ly , s t r a n g e t h a t x>eople can rsrG:© such B solemn 

oocae icn en excuse fo r g e t t i n g drunk! F a s t i n g snd p r aye r a re in o rder » 

and haJ-d work! jn nr'<^ne^ :i <: ,_ -Job on the dung bf i l l . The c i t y of th*j L i l y 

a t i n k ? , 
August l%t, lhH-» 

Ziiat n i g h t waa f a i r l y calm. Perhaps th« Wew Zef-landers had .irained 

t h e battles for the road to F l o r e n c e , 

They S9,y a G'̂ T-̂ .̂ .V. ,s/,aa shot nei'.r the P o r t e P ra to l a n t evening and 

t h a t 300 F l o r e n t i a e a w i l l be shot in r e p r i s a l , 

Ihn i^eeJilng of tyranny has c^mn h©"̂ « t o n^; one ^roup of men turnin,«r 

h a l f i% City in to , the s t r e e t s , d e p r i v i n g them of l lg-h t , of the menna of 

cooking and of ws^ter t c wash awry t h e i r f i l t h . Overnl.ght we have found 

o'-U"a«lvfts l l v i n « wi th tli© Inoonvcoi incea and s-pualor of th« .Kedic.1, 

•.w.o brcakJ\...av ^a^u^.-it Ov me thi..i ioorni/ig (and I foreeee I t w i l l be 

th-^ s&ma fo r many a Korninj^) cona is ted of b o i l i n g w a t e r , I supp l i ed t e a 

aiid j.ah?. and hrickb-it-- of b r«ad . Sot even R newapaper, because -•'aere l a no 

e l e c t r l e i - " - - ^̂  •••-, I mlsK my laugh e t F a s c i s t news. 

Loiter: We'vft the good new.* t h a t t he re wa« broad yesterda^f and - f i l l 

b6 tcdf;y# Those l i t t l e khaki^oolored l o a v a s , h^nyj and coarse af: t.hey a r e , 

eecr- b8l, ie1-o- '• - --'., 

I had thca£ ' • "• the s t r e e t s would be de-s^rted, b u t a i n statf» o? 

•aergency has a c t y e t been d e c l a r e d , t ha people ore th rong ing everywhere, 

o s p e o l a l i y gaa.etjh dTor vMter, 10 i^ amazement a yoroig ' 'oses a t t a c k e d the 

• i d s of our hou»e aa-id a j-iraall s t res-s flo-wa f o r t h over which they n u a r r e l , 

ITot a l l men of the p e o p l o ; .1 luokea down or. thf-. bald he-.o- fmd yr^,aii t r o u s e r s 

o f the MarohOK© A n t i n o r l . 

Ah, here comes the r ag man » a l l i s w e l l ! I ' v e no t hea.T-d h i a c a l l 

f o r two dft^'©. The i c e mer l e f e i t h f u l . 

A l l day long the Anglo Saxon p lanes ( f i g h t e r s ? ) \ee7 coming over u s , 

s i n g l y or in a a a l l numbers. I t h i n k i t i s j u s t o u r i o s l t y to sioe what 
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w e ' r e a t ! V.hy v>an't they wai t y i l l th.ey e^et htire^ 

La«t n igh t I waa so of ten wakened by deton&tiona t h a t f i l i a l l y I l i t 

my prec ious candle to see the hour , thlnkir;<j i t would be about n a i f p a s t 

f o u r . I t was only h a l f ^"^^t two* One explos ion waa t e r r i f i c ; I t aeemed 

a s i f B neighborinj? house nad £-one up or gone down, Tho s t r a n g e t h i n g i s 

t h n t we know of not one s i n g l e ob jec t t h e t has been demolished theaa l a s t 

daysJ no '-'^^ 5oet§ out to espy '••':•" land! 

Then we neard a d ron ing pljine which i r r i t i f t e d the s n t i - a i r guti eibout 

two milsf away. They are l i k e dog and C i t , a t l «« t sbcut four t h e r e was 

some ' l u i e t , qu ie t which en.9b.led ufj t o h^'^r the dlstKO"* r-",-'^''*-" r* the 

p r t l l l e r y , almost soo th ing a f t e r the o t h e r . 

Th is morning the ra wse ? bu-sy Kcene bene^-^th ;-iy window; peo-'ile wi th 

:fc©ttles and pans and even « boot tub gettiraC wf-.tar, whi le two y c m ^ :^en 

i n the hou6»e vjent i n sea rch of wood at some ru ined b u i l d i n g and r e t u r n e d 

w i t h t h e i r hand c a r t we l l laden wi th p i aesa of door%, s p i c t u r e frame and 

even a l a d d e r . Al l -.-. ^,.-ist t h a t comae *•:• ' . - I t t c r ' a •ijill tihad he 

e a g e r l y dragged them i n , bowevei , he l a x t iior^e l i t t l e br»>nchss or t .figs 

i n t)i.s g u t t e r ; n t onoe t h e r e was a woman gfc-.therlK*^ them. On thfi t e r r a c e 

of the Conoig l i appe&rsd a di^nifi^-..^ .eo î.fin of::A(i^ii po.tfi.nt: '•:' -'-Igarfttte 

aB U6 v,-3t<sh«d our aJJt*like a c t i v i t i e s , 
AUgU;»t ^ r u , Ij^r-f. 

I t rcuBt have been ffairly njiet l a s t nlgjit f o r 2 slap-*, w e l l ; however 

tm svsn lng was any th ing bu1 f i^ ie t , E i t h e r hand bomba or de rao l i t ions 

kep t U3 o.n th* Jump; some Bounding aa nea r as our '.r^n d o o r s t e p , o r a t 

most next boor . 

I fea^ the Germans have put ano ther a n t l « r l r e^m ne^ r the c i t y , 

appareivtly to th^ n o r t h . Here tofore when a ^lau-s ca!?e lik(-i i. l i t t l * * dog 

s n i f f i n g wi th f r l s n d l y c i r i o d i t y , the gun s p i t a t him l i k e a c a t , but 

l a « t n i j i i t and today the oa t i^ a l i o n and h i s r o a r a^ka.. -.o..d«ch6. 
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w he F l o r i s t ac ross tha s t r e e t , -iî .o 1B not w-^H""''^'--lanced, j u s t r e t i r e d i n t o 

Hi s shop t o have 9 b r a i n s t c r i c . fhnt happens oa'Cfi»loaally when the re a re 

ao p rovaca t lve cannon. You'd t h i n k he was b e l a b o r i n g 2 or 3 people but 

ho*a a l l a l o n e . 

Two mirac les happened t h i s .morning; a s t r e e t c l e a n e r py.vspt up our 

s t r e e t * He Ymd not one of those euperf ino b i o y c l s a , a l a » ! ( they c^.\.nnot 

be ua*^! •••""-. It'ok ;)f rubber' t i r e « ) but a handcar t wi th t or > ^ r e a t 

csjtis I n to which he ehovel led the refui^e th^;.t h*.d c o l l e c t e d in the g u t t e r 

i n fou r Says , innocent enoufe'h here i n t h i s po r t of the c i t y . 

The o the r irlad surpri.sa •,•.•,,,8 b r e a d l Hot our us.ual r a t i o n bu t perhapa 

an e t t o * (abottt-lr/4'--«f--f*-^ound) /#"« ^̂ *'*'*-«*« 

August 4 t h , l9'j-4 

I f you put up fi l l t t l * p rayer fo r ua l a a t n i g h t i t •w'ould not have 

tome «mi3B. In tho af te rnoon th* Giirmans d e c l a r e d a otst© of emercjency juid 

g o t busy . I t was much worse than the eir»»rr.lds, firflH, beofuse i t was a t 

n i g h t and B«cond bet^aun* i t was the w^rk of the Germjma, Wo S o n ' t kmow 

wliat they d id , fo r rto oh<«. ann go o u t . i»e are ob l iged to s tay in wi th the 

b l i n d s s h u t . However, they aey they blew up one of the b r i d g e s wi th mines • 

t h e V i t t o r i a , about 500 ya rds f ro» u» , and the C a r r a i e next to i t . jki any 

r a t e the oxpla*ion» gT*^. .••.c.r>=.e tJid worfse t i l l -at j , -, • thought pi-irt of 

t h i s house had gone , 'ibue suc t i on of the a i r brought clohn tha g l a a s roof of 

t h o e l e v a t o r sha f t wi th an awful c r a s h , F o r t u n a t a l y the olevatcr* o;ao 

t o p axiu wi6 ^ l a s a f a l l on i t , nmh of i t , iBKte^^ o" or -^b- -^o':-!* ty\ -̂ h^ 

lobby , I was a f r a i d t o open the door i n t o r-ry bathroo;u, fo/- ffca: han^t 
t h e r e ! 

I f i n a l l y got I r t o my c l o t h e * snd down s t a i r s c f t e r i t war. r-M cTsr , 

My doooent was l u d i c r o u s and slow, S l g , Leoni was above, b u s i l y sweeping 

up the g l a s s end b i t s wore f s l l l n i f every»»hriero. Me *as qu i t e o b l i v i o u s of 

MO. I "wo3 i s t e r r o r of "b- ._-laaa; y e t could liot h u r r y , f o r 1 vva» c a r r y i n g 

/ 



two l iags , ©ad a sack of t h i n g s be s i d e s thro© b i g books snd a cand le ! I 

would move s bag down a few s t e p s , l e an back f o r tho o t h e n i , and. ao on f o r 

an e t e r n i t y . At l a a t I subsided i n t o .1 co-^fo-^ts.ble c h a i r in thft lobby and 

s a t alone i n the da rk . I t wasr. ' t q u i t e dark fo r a small candle w&a burn­

i n g Oil th'5 desk. P r e s e n t l y A you^s rtin a n t ^ r s d and put out ths oand le , 

" O h S l g n o r e ! " I prot«fit»-d. He had no t fiBen ?ae, bu t he expla ln ' id th'^t ho 

thoughb^ i t b e t t e r no t bo have a l i j h t , ua bus .^r:hai-iK v^ere i n the u t r e e t 

be fore th6 houas , 

She... .^-.,.» ^©crii sah • •'- hevvaa a-k»tonlshed; "What, eire you coming down," 

( I t ivas t h e . f i rnl -.,ij26) j-hy* the BuVa ure o t i l l In t h a l r room on tho top 

f l o o r ! " 

I TM+'s.. ";.i,©r 1 ami a female f i g u r e slowly coming down tho s t a i r s 

and thought X reeos^'iS'ed mru, Bava, She came i n t o the lobby , took a c h a i r 

t o u o h l n s win© then beat forv?ard to r^eev i n t o ĝy f a c s . Ev iden t ly the vrop-f^-r-.o-t 

d i d no* pi'};;,i''* h a r . u.is ,^4attl®d back w i t h a ^ u n t , I thoufht perhaps* 

a f t e r t h i s onslauglit I t wae up to me to do somethln,jt, so I j»iade t h* 

s t e r e o t y p e d remsrksd th«it I hoped th© worst WR<I ove r , .mother g run t on 

h e r piir t end then &h% rose -and, wi«lkin.j towardia the h a l l bega.n to c a l l 

l o u d l y .for ifi)S3 Pope, and 1 wa« a lone one© mor<i. Pr«ssfintly tho young man 

who had unuffad out the csnd l s CHir-e 'ip wad ft»ked who I wea «ind i f he could 

n o t t ake me to the o t h e r a who '̂ sre i n th# »a lon . He k ind ly took me by the 

hand end ur:jed tae to $0^ but I deslsrited. Then he s a t dovm by me and began 

t o t a l k . He'd been ••ihao o r t h r e e jeyiTB, UHS in ^.).\fi Gre^k c a m p a i ^ 

and waa taken p r i s o n e r ani' c a r t ed off t o Germany, He escaped ©nd got down 

h e r e to h i d s . fie and a f r i end have Ho,41 , the roo» above me. Hia s l a t e r , 

S l - , r t^ L l b o r l , h*r husband -^n' two yoijng dauglitora nru in the iiouse ( g i r l s 

w i t h two long b r a i d s ) , 

Big»T». G u a r d a ^ i n i app«ar>4d about now wi th har two g i r l e . She .'JKIA 



she'd vowed a chain tutta d'oro for the Virgin if she got through un­

scathed. She gave the impression that she was treating the Madonna guito 

handsomely, giving more than the value req[uired. A young man strayed in 

from the salon. He waa discussing the different sorts of guns and I 

•trained my oars to hear something to the point, but Sig.ra G, snuggled 

up to him saying, "you know when tho oxploaion occurred my bed shook just 

like thia" and ahe made a waving metion with her hands, and we heard no 

more of guns. 

Day had come, the blessed day, and a fair, exuberant creature, a 

Croatian, went to the window and throw open the blinds. I waa horrified, 

"Oh Slgnorina, you mustn't do that, the Gormana are outside." "Oh no," 

sho assured me in mellifluoua accents, "the ©ormana have all QOHE!" 

Soon the young man of the candle put her in her place and the blinds in 

theirs, I decided to take myaelf and my belongings upstairs, some bit of 

a taak, but the young men, so kind to all the old girls, carried up ay bags 

and books and ao to bed again. 

fhe Battleground, Aug, 6, 1944 

We're all thanking Sod for cLUiet; our ears have boon tortured and 

our bodies racked with the noise of the artillery. Whatever you may have 

thought of the noise and power of modern ©annon you ©an safely multiply 

by ten* 

The horrid fact ia that the battle has come to Florence, The fim't 

that I waa aware of it was d)Out half six yesterday evening when a stunning 

nolQO almost knocked me off my balance. They said it was a iiot badly 

aimed which hit a houae on the Prato, After that vie had a fairly quiet 

evening, but after midnight the cannonading grew fiercer, I saw that it 

was something different again, neither bombs, nor mines, nor the distant 

battle, it waa the battle at our gatoe. They say the Americana and English 

have reached Mt, Oliveto just across the Arno from us and have *t up a 

cannon there. My window could not have heen better placed tb receive tho 



f u l l force of tho r o a r . I t waa dsafening but r a t he r f l a t ; aaotluer f o l l o w 

ed , sh:-:"aar, crackling &nd more t e r r i b l e , Thst was the German rep ly . The 

hsus?© and i4j- bod rooked so tha t I had a slc3ci»h f ee l ing . I went inho pjy 

bathroom to escape a l i t t l e of tho noise j ihen I heam e weird swir l of 

sound, frora the l i t t l e cour t ; I t wea the f i r s t ti«*> J heerd that Qermm 

s h e l l . That and the «ound of a f a l l i n g hou^e (apparently) decided me to 

go down s t a i r s , I stopped in at S i ^ . r e A,î »gs axid auked her i f she wanted 

t o go down and «hi d id . I bellev« no ona ?-bayed u p s t a i r s , 

Ih ia time I groped RV way do?m the passage to the pa r lo r , •'̂ .-here many 

of tbe boarders were s i t t i n g . Why, i t would be herd to t e l l , because I t 

i s in •'.h.'̂  house next b,oo:v, our annex, which is not ,>-.a --.11 b u i l t aa. ours 

and only two s t o r i e s h igh . Also i t haa a gorgeous chandelier and several 

g rea t old gold-framed mir rors , a l l of which if reduced to sp l ln ta r i j , 

Esii^t play havoc with our eyes ©nd facea. But there they aolsiaoly »&.t m 

the sami«dfcrkn«8s for the most par t in s i l ence . T found s chair nenr tho 

door. I t was next to a sofa on which aat S i g . r a Dumini -vvith her grandson 

a t re tched out as leep, Aftsr I had put ray ba:2 and bookn In the cha i r I 

went to «ee i f A.B, vi^n on the way. I mat Sig.nu j)arolani in the ha l l and 

she kindly aaked me to co-^e in to her room on tha *?round f loor , but as she 

already had 7 v i s i t o r s , and a bed m%Ae up on the f loor for hor nephew, I 

decllxied, I found ^..B. on the stair® and led her to & eo.nfortable sea t 

not fa r from Mra. Bava and" ^ I s i Pope, ' ^ en I returned o,. r^' chai r tho 

IJuffiial's dnughter was there and elalsied i t as he r s . I t never waourred to 

BO to dispute with her; Wo seemed to ba -standing on the brink of e te rn i ty 

where »«ats did not coiint, BO I gracefully yielded -ma -fot auother p lace . 

I saw afterwards tlmt that WRS juat what she did not understyuid: ^aiyone 

who did not stand up and f i^h t vaB a poor cre&ture, only made to be 

b u l l i e d . 

After I hK,d b««n a few mlnu-̂ -oa in /oy second chair a door back of me 



opened to l a t in Sigrsor Bavs end aom© o t h e r a . I of course mcveb to l e t 

them ^•-,'--. - , ĵ.-.fc>-i.. But from the eni o*̂  ^':'•-.. room C:------ ',ae fog* 

hojn of the b.uminl daugh te r : "You mus tn ' t s i t t h e r e , y o u ' r e in the way of 

th-s people vbio com® up from the c e l l a r ! " I obed i en t ly moved my c h a i r to 

Oh© sid.e c v.ie '•'oor, "Ho", nhe y a l l o d , "ge t out in thF ••,'-""ble of the room. 

But not c a r i n g for t h s c h i l l draught of a i r which c i r c u l a t e d r.round the 

centf^r, 1 chaid -Dut. 'Oius ended my f i r s t and (I hope) laKt encounter wi th 

t i e s i s t e r 0.0 aha n o t o r i o u s Durainl. 

the caiihonaain4i d i ed down aomewhat we e l l wended our wey back t o 

- •-•: -o.r« a w.laer .s-nd aadder l o t --r a f t ^ r a l l the t s l k of no f igh t in /? 

n e a r I l o r i z i c e , and of a c h i v a l r o u s Kurrenher , to f ind o u r s e l v e s In the 

midst 00 ,. -.oittle! We know n o t h i n g , iiot oaly of the out3l*'^« vaot^ld, but of 

t h e happenln^^a- i n o t h e r p a r t s of F l o r e n c e . I t i s s a id the b r idges on tho 

Arno have been blown up , except the Po,at3 ¥ e c o h i o . 

be do not even hyi,v̂ ^ a.;* -'o,*.. ,_, .• >̂IQ Pension Con̂ •̂'-•>•'•''•''< '̂- on the nex t 

atra<»t. The poor l i t t l e ^ o u l , i l s s b i t t i c k , who can© iiere when ©VROuated 

from h f r apartment on the Via G a r i b a l d i , sen t he r m,aid out t h i s morning 

t o r e c o n n o i t e r . She found a l l doors of the b u i l d i n g wide open t s ^*.ell aa 

a l l the inislde doors of her f l a t ; bureau drawers pu l l ed out snd rome thingB 

m i s s i n g . Almost next door t o ua t h i s morning a German vrent up by l a d d e r 

t o a f l a t t h a t the owner had l e f t , to he lp h imse l f , 

I asked S l g . Leoni when the Germans would go and he sa id no t t i l l 

t h e y ' r e dr iven o u t , 

ilven as l a t e as yoiteril&y aiorning ( i t seems a long time ago) I though 

p o s a i b l y they had gone. A l l was q u i e t and people wore s t e a l i n g out of 

t h e i r nouaeE. A group of h a l f a doxon s toad by the -iside l-oor of the 

Oon»i«l i j gMs ip ing , itow I wsntsd %Q be wi th them! S i g . L«uni j o ined therj , 

bu t j u s t thnn Came a German on a whee l , hia c a l l e d out " P e r i c o l o s o ! " 



(dangerouu) which I thought most decent of hiro. In sn i n s t a n t o i l aiw-

appe.ered eiA p i a t o l ^ihotl-i (b) were heard to sca re them. 

Some have to -yet w a t e r . If© a re indeed f o r t u n a t e t h r t t h e r e I E aii 

a r t i « i a n wel l b, i-'-*" only a b lock iwiay, TTo^^evcr, you have t o s tand 

i n l i n e an hour u sua l l y fu r your t u r n . 

A f t e r our t r y i n g i i lght of Aug. 3-4 , Sicj, Leoni gRve us each a l i t t l e 

a a ^ a r , perhaps^ L/-f l b , b<5'd not had nny -since Junn, but I s t i l l had Bome 

on n.and even a f t e r making g i f t s of i t . 

The n l ^ h t of Aug. 4»5 I went t o b*dd wi th my ne ighbors th^ Swallows 

a t 9 , f o r I uad no CRndls» I t was a ->-—*++:y yu ie t r i - -h t r.nd 3 .'^lept o r 

do?.ed aboa. • ' uouri* ?nd re t r l cker t .•ry >-- ... Ih thw morning I wai ted in 

>a in -.a-j,. .•'̂ - ,:.-.a. i.,. ,, ..-atp.-- -:.jid. I ' i na l ly boile-a aome myself, though I'ly s tock 

of metf (ao l id , a lo«ho l ) i s cb'^ttir%' low. .bbout 11 odre. o':---e w i th a p o l o s i e s : 

3h«'fi. ei i t irsl^^ f o r g o t t e n to tak--* up Bny b reakfar - to ' I a a i d , "wiiy w h a t ' s 

t h e m a t t e r , -ao--,b "Didn'^' ':'•••"• <n«A-î w "? d i d n ' t ev»B ,j:o to my room but 

s p e n t the n i g h t i n the oe l lHr . - ' I abked Aticanlo i-^ h® h>A .^al«pt: "Pcrharg 

an hour and a h a l f . " I asked the ssw rn&n whom vm auppose to be h a l f - w i t t e d 

i f he h(i.t s l e p t . "Tea, -o . l l , " So now I '̂ QIO'*/ where I be long . 

A l l lia.« been qu ie t today on the Plorenc*; F ron t except f o r deeu i^ to ry 

maehine-gunnlnt-. low a t h a l f paa t e l x t h i n g s a r* waraints up. I f t h e y ' d 

on ly do the Jofc in. the day t ime! 
iiUgust 3 t h , 1944 

Yftjsterday was the second day a f t e r our n i g h t af b a t t l e but t fft l t 

worse thsxi I d id on the f i r s t ; n^ head aohe-d nnH ry l ega d id no t g#em to 

"belo.-i ..̂ . --. I thought I w&s on the road to s h e l l - s h c c k o r n, s t r o k e , bu t 

today njy ha^d iri almoat normal and my l e g s are on the j o b . Tlais b e a u t i f u l 

• l o a d l e s s wornintj, " had no soonsr b rea thed a p r aye r of thankfulnoiss f o r 

| u i o t and Ligh t il-me you Cf-.n't a p p r e c i a t e e i t h e r t i l l you 've iuudreaaed 

and washed and got ir.ho bed in the dark only to l i e -r^ ^^e racked by 

oan.MO«ading), However, a» X s ay , I h&d no aooner givgn -thenks than t h r e 



came an awful e x p l o s i o n . They say an h . / l . plan® had dropped a bomb aom© 

s laee in ^'lorenc-'?, probably on the C gmpo -'•l "".'arte. '•'̂ -•*- "a - -.- blow 

because we've ao-a© to look on the p l s n e s &•>? f r i e n d l y : t h e r e ' s slmoat 

always one droning over ua . 

Yes terday when I was napping who should core bu-̂  T h^^i-^fidinl, of 

t h e h e a r t of ^lold I I t seema ahe had worr ied «ach t^bout rne ap here alone 

du r ing a l l our t r i & l a : a t t imes had come to be wi th me, had even resched 

my door , then some gr,*at c rash hsd aea ied he r down s t a i r s aga in ! low she 

would come very day to see me! (Thank goo&jne.nnl She did not c a r r y out he r 

k ind i n t s n t i o n a ) 

^bou-'- '" -.h:, the b a t t l e cauT.enc«d today and has been *3oing en f o r 

ne&rly two houro* Tho^e funny l i t t l e awirliri.-,- ni-Si^.lles t h a t oowc down 

t i n g i n g , sound nui te imhoc^snt by -d,:--- i^hila a t n i g h t they sê nA -̂̂  ry..:-'*.'^ ^» 

Apparent ly th«-o-- ' ra only about ^uO aer-Eano '• • ' l o r s n c e but f o r 10 dayb 

t h e y ' v e been ho ld ing a r«l,jK of t e r r o r over 400,000 ' i n h a b i t a n t s . People 

a r e asking whisre i,re the rsh?!;:-, the boy% f = -'̂ -' ^''* n.«c'« '̂,-->^ +'-»,--h +:^y^;.' ,-•-,<•>«•'• 

p r even t a l l t h i s l o o t i n g . I t viould .»eeR eaay 'iuough. ilm G«;th"uin« 'who 

oarne her© in .Sept. ' - t j looked l i k e p r i a e f l g . h t e r s ; those who a re l e a v i n g , 

we hope, ?̂̂  Uij^u^t H^-, ^r^ >oy Bcoubs'; Th»:' £--̂ « t h i n , :-;*.,.- -.y '-̂ '-jr.-̂ .-"- . ^.A 

o h , so youngi Some a re hfcggaJ'd and imhapyy. One w i l l oocuKloraxlly go 

eingint? o r whis t l in - i a loag the s t r e t ' i , but i t must be' t o keep h i ; ' coure.se 

'up, I ' l l admit they sasm r e t h e r happy hihen loadeb do'-vn ".mth l o o t . 

V.bhftt wa« my s u r p r i a a t,his noon t o have e c e l l from Armlda. Sho 

went to spend these days v»ith her a i e a s .and h«?i' huab-ind, n o r t h nR.o:r the 

Mugnone, I ar'•-;'•' '"tr to go , a** >-'h« n«ver coulh .have uvoo^i than alori«. 

S h e ' * the clingiii^r k l c d . I t has b««n a g r e a t r s l l a f .not to have he r 

aroui^i .Ty neck. I t seems today our rea l tors heve sllowfti' tha women to 

s t e y c-^t t i l l ; , .0 .••'-'• Q'xim to see lier f l a t and r-̂ f*. 

.i ne ighbor of Armida'a n iece hsa a r a d i o ^set t h a t i s workin--^ ( I 



gupoo^e ho has a l l + t l e b a t t e r y . ) The nephew goes srery day to l l* t*n to 

the newa, but I couldn ' t tret 'luch, ,fllterert throujjh him, viir is, anything 

but plofisant p"'^,- - :.;tHyln,;j in for -..reftks with his wife and her a'unt, and 

through Armlda, who knows nothing whatever of the wsj* aa a whole. However, 

I gathered that our bulldofc, Chiirohll l , had. shown hiu i«>eth (ble.'sa h i d ) 

and told the Germans that i f they bomb«d I'lorflnoe he vjoulh bomb Dresden, 

.He's credi ted with a specia l tenderness for Florence as "hia mftmr. diad 

h e r e , " Of course i t l a n ' t so , but th© people bolievs i t . 

YesterdEy, l l n d e , the Prop's ni«c^ atood two ho^irs in l i n e for bread 

f o r the household., B.n& then i t gave out before she get stxi„. - .aaoe wa« aoai* 

machineaigunning and i t was* aaid tha t a g i r l in the l i no was h i t end Carried 

away in a handcart to <Ue. So tho womtn who ffttch breed snd water aro 

he ro ines . I see them go by, •caiiy of them l<?okJng so t r i g , alwa^^s eouregeous, 

Ihe Itfeliaaa are a wonderful people, »o pa t i en t and lumiable; perhaps i t 1* 

the r e su l t of t he i r long h i s to ry of inva>»lons and oppresrlon. 

I waa plsasod the other night downiatalrs-^ daj-iry-- -i-^'^ '-l^iB^ of th« 

brid(g-As -̂ o .-•'--:- -.nmeone s&y (Slg, A/6oni I think) " I t i s huasol in i who ha* 

l e t ua in for th ia tsxai now hu w&nta us to be k i l l e d , s.o he OM. l i ve longer ." 

ThlBgs .-̂ re str?ained i.t2 thia house of ^b ,jaopl* .-.ho never go out and ere 

muca together , Soaetiiafe ago the PalXadini told ''^aalpiii (the T..T^. ) tha t 

she need never ^salute her again, to •which the Slgnorina rep l i ed tha t ahe wa* 

quite r«»l>.:jnfl!f!: i t 'had ns'<*''T yi rer her any pleasure to as lu te h€r0 Yes­

terday raorriina in th« corri*;or on t h i s f loor there was a t e r r i f i c b a t t l e 

of worda between S ig . r a o-ohilliniij and the Dumini daughter, who tnlked l ike 

a fi«h T-/if|.r ":•>' uh .tsnornnbe, h.*-; c-apito?" "Ignorftnto" i s a tsrjt of 

opprobrlur'-; ner t viorat la ".forabutto" (which the i 'alXsdini called the 

P ro i r i e to r ) the climrx i s "del inguente ," I haven' t heas-d anyone get so 

f a r a* to hurl thot -,* -i- -^hponent y e t , but th^^re .̂r© soandala -sno-ugh ia 

t h i s once respectable house. 



Aug, 9th. 1944, 

For once there's no wind. Two stalwart girla have swept the rubbish 

in the gutter* into two pile* and applied a aatch. People oppooito cried 

"Bravo!" Unfortunately there's broken glaa* mixed with tho paper; also a 

dozen tin cans which I fear came from our houoo. Why couldn't they havo 

been kept in the collar for a time? 

fhoy say the German* are at Fieselo! I ju*t heard a cannon shot which 

eounded a* if from there. Our* ere a loud definite "Bam" rather muffled; 

tho ©orman*' cannonade la more piercing, almost a crackle to It, 

So now we're between two fire*; tho ball* *upposod to go over our heads, 

A* Aecanio *aya we thought wo wore in one of the oafest part* of the city and 

inotoad, wo had two air raids because of the Locomotive Repair shops; had the 

mining of the Ponte della Tlttorla and now aro in direct line of tho artil­

lery firing! They aay the Sngliah aro at Porta Romana, If so, porhap* 

Maria and her son aro liberated! dino and Kla* 11 Also my trunk and batgl 

The half wit, Giulio (I've decided he'* not half-witted) says you 

got uood to the nciae, ho sleeps well, fhe combattant* fought for two hours 

by day and at 10 p.m. started in again! and kept it up pretty well all 

night. I havo proparfd a "line to withdraw to according to plan;" throo 

0hairs in a row in loy "bath room and when the roar is too excruciating, I 

aleop there. It 1* a ciuiot little room on a court, I hat© to ^ down 

atalrs.ospactally on account of the people. They say the pa»»ag* way to 

the collar is *o crowded that it i* uncomfortable, if not unoafe. Also tho 

oonvoraation is aootly complaint* and recrimination*. The poor Prop, 

eome* in for much criticism, ho who ha* r*&lly done wonder* in feeding u* 

and getting water and staving off the Serman* from taking tho house. 

Aocanio and Giuli© have juat oono with two great demijohn* of water 

on a cart. They had to pound on our door to got eomoono to open it. It 

is like a aoene on the *tago, those froqtaent knockings, for the minute a 

person goo* out, the door is locked behind him. 



N] 
A. 

^ &ino iitood from 7 to 11 in line for our bread, about 1/4 of a lb 

^^,^^i£^ytt. ^'IXZ:^^ ̂  J^ Ẑ ^̂ -̂.**̂ / '^^agust'^Sth. 19^4 

J ^ I hoard ehurch bell* from tho other *ido of the Arno. Machine-

unnlng terrible in a.m. 
August 11th, 194^ 

1 

and learned that the German* had blown up barrack*, the Campo da Ba**©, etc. 

and were said to have LEFT!!! I 

'"<^ 4 S""̂ '̂ ^̂  ^ ^ny% and 6 night* we've endared the state of emergency, grow-

^ ing more and more hopeless. The shelling last night wa* perhap* the worst 

of all, beginning about one and shaking the earth. I wonder if thoae old 

houses can atanft much mora of it. We heard ruaora that houae* in town* 

^ *outh of us had fallen. It must have leasenod about half past throe for I 

'slept. At 6.30 I wa* awaksned by much chatter in th© *tr©©ts: p©ople were 

oroeping out in spite of renew«d cannonading, Th©r© cam© aom© t«rribl© 

IhX explosions. Finally after d I saw some of our boarders strolling 3£ from 

'̂  down tow.n and ay wonder grew, Tho eharaor next door oarried a lovely rose 

'Ĵ  and looked a smiling madonna. At last I caught Slg. Leoni owoeping tho staiai| 

0 

h, % loathing of them had reached a climax yesterday when all morning 

<:̂  with rifles, piotols or oaehine guna they had chased the people Indoor*. I 

^ *aw no reason why their away should ever end. 

But hurray! today toward* noon there appeared half a dozen wideawake 

.young men going up towards tho A,A. They were not in uniform, but woro 

brassard* of rod white and green and carried rifle*. Thoy woro Partisan*, 

rebels, boys from the raaochia. I think they were inveatigating th* haunta 

yi of the German*, soonting out any who mi^t be loft. Later there waa some 

^ rifle firing probably to discourage would-be robbers among the Italian*, 

\ for y**terday, some had broken into hou*** to steal food. Slg. Papini who 

was obliged to leaTo his flat on Via Magenta and com© here, surprised a man 

helping himself to his fiasco* of wine. He explained that ho only carce 

•̂  because tho other* did, that he'd pay for what ho had taken! 1 



The partigiani called on the people to put out flag* and soon ours 

wa* out, at half mast, as waa fitting. But we're ordered otill to keep our 

blind* shut beceu** of the ohelllng, so we live in twilight. 

August 13th, 19-4 

Th© Jiifflish ar© in Florence! Jt was cult© diff©r©nt from what I had 

expected « band* and cheering crowds. If there wore such they were far 

from Tla Montebello, y.fter lunch I »ald to Giulio, "v»'ell, the ĵ ĝllsh did 

not cone." "Oh,yes, I'v© geen many on th© Uorgognissanti, Th«y»ro already 

st the Consign and are coming to the Anglo American," Later I heard an 

airplane and some nolo* ot people and that was all. Ho more atrldent 

voice* and guttoral command*! 

La*t evening about 6 there wa* a groat chattering in the street, 

A crowd of perhaps ^jO were before the corner grocery, which had opened up 

and wa* aolllng soap and wine. It did me good to hear them all having a 

good time again. After about 2 hour* of it, on© of thoeo young hopeful*, 

a Partisan, suddenly fired hia rifle at them or above them. My "hlood boil* 

to tell of it, thoeo poor women and children who have nothing but alarm* 

day and night to be otartled so! 

They gave u* a lively evening with their firing. I had disobeyed 

orders and left my window open. At one time I wa* a little anxious they 

came so near, but they passed by and we've heard no more. Bomb* wore 

dropped in the night « supposedly by the '*#rman*; not near us! 

Laat night the ahelling we* about a* bad as ever and longer, but it 

wa* not directed right at my window a* it wa* the first nights. Still it 

was recking, 'Vhen it did not keep mo awake the couple next me did. They've 

taken to having company till 1 a.m. Mira ha* boon in bed two days, which 

leave* Gina and Aaoanlo and Glullo to do everything, Asoanlo waits on me. 

Poor tired old man, his cheek* more sunken every day, not sleeping 0'night* 

and working all day. His bedroom is near the shelter and the chattering 



people a* well a* the shelling keep him awake. 

August 14th, 1944 

A night for me without alarms. I slept from ten to aix and awoke 

to the oound of a church bell, I think that of tho Cathedral. I am a now 

woman. H*«»vor it seem* that there woro dieturbanoes and many of the 

nit-wit* piled downetairs again, but the half=wits, Glullo and I wore happy. 

Unfortunately there are some sad doing* » tho wiping out of private 

vendetta, Slg, Leoni *aw a man chased and killed on the Borgogniseanti 

and hi* body thrown on a garbage cart and carried away. Thoy *ay there 

are machine-guns on the roofs of houses in tho Piazza d'lsoglio, 

I think I've seen a British officer on tho terrace of the Conslgli, 

whore tho Germane were till 3 days ago. Just now I heard a noise in tho 

street, but was not *ure what it waa; it seemed not loud enough to be a 

motor. But it was! Ono that ran on greaoed wheels,^ q.ulte different from 

the wrecks the Germans had taken from the Italian*. It is six years since 

Hitler and Mu&solini with tlioir suites rolled along the Lungarno in twenty 

or more automobiles, all absolutely now and shining, I proeumo few have 

boon manufactured since? 

I've only just learned that Saturday about 3 the day after tho 

Partisan* took charge, a band of 14 eaJtio to thia house to search it for 

©orman*, Faacisti and weapon*. Thoy placed a guard at each door with a 

rifle and went all over the ground floor, Thoy wore brought here by a 

nephew of Bracei, the cook who was here when I came. Years before he had 

had a bar on Via del Prato, One day the Pasciat* appeared, wrecked it 

and turned him out because he wa* not a Fascist, Ifaturally ho and hia kin 

woro rabid against the Fascist*. Ho aaid if they found anything or any 

Paooist here they'd burn down tho houae, 

I don't wonder the poor proprietor is jumpy with all these saarm*. 

The boarders, too, some of tho "distinct people" have been complaining 



of the food. A while aao when a rsapsctable family left, I said to hia: 

"what a pity it was those nice people instead of the rag,tag and bobtail." 

He fir-̂ *̂  --^.^^i "You don't kno'A how difficult it is, it is always hard, but 

now doubly so." I assured hiir. thot I understood, I think V'le were all taken 

in by the Scaglia, a couple vbnio came here frora their villa at the sn̂ .̂ of 

the street, a fine garde.r a house with 43 roo^^s, looking out on the Caseins, 

It was hit by a splinter Kay 1st. The fire could have been put out with a 

pail of v.'8ter, it was ssid, but no one was there. The fire engines were 

at the Opera "̂ louse. jiverything was lost, Slgrior Scaglia is a dignified, 

q̂ uiet man in the forties. They are people of raaans, his father 'Âaa aoo'sul 

to Chili and his sister was born there,{the isame who walked here froi San 

Casciano^ The "Signora" is small and pit^uant. and has "it." She \ve:.rs her 

dark hair straight and parted in the .middle, the snbs curled in towards her 

head. It is refreshing after all the waving 3ia.̂s.ea- y_(DU see. They have the 

Star Chah.'ber next me. It V!;as oon̂ etî Tie before vi/e leorned that they were 

"engaged!" 

This morning Armlda appeared full of the horrors she'd suffered at 

her .niece's = worse than-here, l̂ viaduct or two over the Kugwone on the 

northern outskirts of Florence was blown up and a German cs.nnon- seems to 

fire right st theni; it has damaged the house and brought down 3 fruit 

trees in t>ieir garden. T"'iey opsnt two days in the cellar. She finally 

ran away this morning, scared to death of the machin6=gunning on the street, 

but bound to get home. Her niece and husband refused to leave their house, 

or at least eouldn^t agree whot to do; spoke of going to the Cathedral for 

shelter. But if you leave your belongings you may lose everything. 

Yesterday afternoon we had the anuse.7ient of watching 6 or 8 Moraocans-^ 

lounging on t.he sidewalk. '"''hey've been given -yuartero on the ground floor 

of the house opposite. Blacl^ and skinny, they suggest iDo.nkeys. Their 

khaki shorts leave their pathetic little legs exposed = all of a width all 



the way up. Uach one has a bit of red about hiir. on his shoulder or his 

stocking. Giulio had seen many on the street and. that is why he asked- r-ie 

if the English were blaĈ :! Too bad they have to come first and he r<o much 

in evidence, for one of bhe continual slanders of the eneray hafc reference 

to t.he "mefcenary troops" eyid to their morals. But they are a great help 

as workers. It is they who are repairing the Bridge of Sant̂ ; Trinita. j-.ll 

three of the great supports were left intact, only tlie arches gone. These 

have been replaced by a wooden flatform, over which pre manufactured iron 

plates have been fitted. They say the bridge can he used on the morning 

of the 15th, Only three days to put it in shape, V/as it worth the trouhle 

of demolishing it? and not only it, but a,.ll the picturesq_ue old houses 

overhanging the iirno, whilch the concussion of ths air caused to collapse. 

No bread yesterday, nor so far today, but they say we're to have it "̂  

today, and that tomorrow the linglish will give us 2 ejti of v/hite bread, 

I'll balieve it when I eat it. 

Later, b'hat a surprise! h'hlte bread today = almost half a pound, 

Thahk you Uncle John PullI. 

August 15th, 1944 

I've never told you of my great act of sabotage, !7hen the Fascist 

came to rob .me of lujunice he told me to senb it in an hoar's time to such 

_nd such &J1 addrevo. Thot gave o.'.e timis be fiddle writh it. I had on hand 

tv/o old worn=out valves which I had neglected to turn in, Wow they eam.e 

in handy to substitute for the new ones. So far, =0 -ood: hut whiy not ta.ke 

out something else? A gadget in the miiddle looked rather im.portant, so out 

with iti Of course I kept the little tail that goes to the radiator. 

That was on Monday. On Saturday they telephoaed Slg, lecni that bbiss 

Otis's set lacked 2 parts. He stoutly denied it and we heard no more, 

though you can imagine that I was rather Ji+tery for a few days. At any 

rate, poor little Lujm-iice could not do much work for her caotors. 



To .my surprise in came ICaria and Francesco this noon. They had walked 

dry=s.hod across the dam of the ^rnc. Yesterday I'd been told of a m.an who 

waded across! The water came only up to his middle. Tv/o women are aaid to 

.hp.ve tried,it and been drowned by the current. 

That side of the Arno was liberated o.n the t̂̂ -̂ , the ri.ay after the state 

of emergency v̂ aa declared eaid 9 days before this side. Taey escaped a lot 

of annoyance, but raiffered like us from the mining and shelling, Ifeny houses 

•̂--re in ruins hut they are unscathed. "Prancesco leads a charmed life. They 

brought the sad news of t.he killing of Eeppo Bessl. Tie was the 6o»year=old 

farmer in Scandicci who had sheltered and, fed p boys in the macchia last 

winter; - Francesco was one. For selling his oil to buy flour for tiiem he'd 

"been put in prison for 3 months, but had borne it cheerfully. It was a 

happy day for the family vhien he was free again. But alas! it v;as not 

many months before he was shot by Fascists in the woods. The woods are the 

haunt of wild animals and only his skeleton was found, • 

^._. came in to tell of going to church (Assumption day) for the 1st 

time in over 2 weeks. Then she had walked dovm the Borgognissanti. She 

said she saw not a window that was not brohen and the blinds all sagged. 

As she stool near the bridge, 3 persons, 2 men and a womian, were hurt by 

mines they unv/arily trod upon a.nd v/ere carried off to he cared for. 

She talked to groups of British soldiers. I wanted to ask if she 

told them what she'd been repeating for the last three years: "I know my 

English; I know they're decadent." The old turncoat was a staunch Fascist 

till a year ago. This morning she opened her jacket and displayed on her 

heart an American Flag. 

I thought back to the time Italy entered the war, ..c ".ere only four 

or five boarders here then, VJhen the police carae to look at the records 

I vvas tĥ ''bnly suspicious character and might have had trouble if Sig,Leoni 

had not protê o-ted.. me. A,B, and poor speechless Ifiss Smith were ardent 



pro5=fascists, so was dotty Hiss Stanhope who said she was "engaged to a 

high official," ofaile I-S-. Sollenberger, -an American, v/as pro=Germsn, He 

has gone to .'..meric ; ""ss Smith to a better world, while P'iss Stanhope has 

advanced to be M's fiancee! 

August iDth, 19-1-4 

One of the worst nights, shelling pretty constant from the British 

cannon on Plount Oliveto just across the Arno, that "Bam" as decisive and 

final as a sledge hamm'-.r of ^^ thousand tons. The;/- say the Germans ŵ ere 

shelling or trying to shell, the bridge the A.A, h-ad just repaired. One 

shell made a hole in the house next Franco's, Hs is our bell boy who has 

returned frcm his sojourn with his parents across the Arno, Gino and 

To sea have yet to show up. But wonder of wonders! Asce.nio liad tim.e to 

clean and wash my floor between his 3^/2 hour wait for bread and the one 

for •wate"'" ̂  hlc/i is usually as long, I told him. hs need not work for me 

when he a-a'l so much to do but he said that that was just a. diversion. The 

brea'd is still 2 etti and good. The Proprietor has presented us each with 

tv/o green pear':; = e glad sight (I trust they won't appear on the bill) and 

.̂e had a beet for limch along v/ith two mea.t rissoles, potatoes and rice. 

Our first newspaper since the British occupation was issued this 

m:orning; "Corriere ""̂ "ieato" (Allied mall) a small single sheet with news 

of a lohding in southern Fry.ncs. I suppose at I-Iarseil.lG, I do liOĵ e not 

near Cannes, 

It r:h^-'' hQxe in Florencs lOOC refugees were being houbed .and 

com.mune feading places set up. They are clearing up the debris leading 

to the Ponts Veechio so th.-.t the birdge c^n be used to bring in food. 

Fiv-̂  '-en h.'j^ yr^c.^r "-I'll.̂.'l Yj ^̂ ines t:B '^he^ worked, 

Ascanio said he felt s'ure that ia America they raust know ĉ bout the 

battle for Florence and,that as soon as it was over my cousins would write 

me. I told hia I'u had ray cable ready to aend for months. 



Armida's niece and husband after two more days of misery in tholr 

house finally fled this morning to Armida's leaving all their precious 

belongings, perhaps for ever. At 4 a.m. they had started to put some things 

in tho collar for safety. When they had finished thoy accidentally broke 

tho lock, 30 couldn't even look them upl The husband has been making money 

and they've got nice things. 

Last night a family came here from San Gervasio on the eastern out« 

skirts of Florence, fleeing from their house, not bringing a thing, the 

dsmger was so neaj* them. Tho old man and 5 females slept in Ho.lS, Azme's 

room in November 1939^ Kxoy pul nattresseig^^n the floor. 

August l6th, 1944 

The Moî tccans have disappoarSd and instead w© havo a company of 

Scots on our street. About 2 o'clock they came tramping along single file 

as if just from battle, dirty, their faces and forearms fiery rod from tho 

blazing sun. Small and wiry thoy seemed cruelly overladen with knapsacks 

and what not on their baeks, rifles in their hands. Some of the Englisli 

lounging on the sidewalk, hailed them or gave them a friendly punch; ono 

called out: "Don't worry, Boys!" It is startling to hear English spoken. 

Also it is strange to see soldiers sguatting or sitting about at their 

ease. The Germans walked to and fro but nerer relaxed in publio. I tried 

to make a sketch of one of tho Scots, How I wish I could saind it to his 

motherI 

August 17th, 1944 

The young Scottish officer (Sig, Leoni did not know ho was an officer, 

for his got»up you oould scarcely call it a uniform, was more like a golf 

or skiing costume, and as simple as the Tommy's), asked if the men could 

rest in our house. Wo are full-up, but the Proprietor said it would give 

him pleasure to have them for the afternoon and ho would give thorn tea. 

The officer thanked him, but sent his own tea. 



So they stayed in our salon and on the verandah, 34 of them and had 

their tea. Tho Sergeant's instructions were to behave well and act as if 

in their own homos, and they did. Towards 8 o'clock they came out in front 

of tho house equipped with their knapsacks, tin hats and rifles. All sorts 

of grim»oracks thoy had: some carried what seemed parts of a gun to be put 

together, the Bonn?; others had folded stretchers, one to a couple of men. 

Tho sergeant gave no ringing commands, ho seemed simply to bo dropping 

hints to them, in a low voice, I heard one such suggestion "keep in towards 

the wall." Then when all was ready they guiotly walked along single file 

on the side walk towards the sunset. There was no military formation, thoy 

did not oven seem to keep in step, but out thoy started for the battle 

at the Mugnono. The lack of any ceremony made it all tho more moving, 

Giulio looked at them, too, from my window and said, "they're going out. 

perhaps to die^and they do it for us." Later on when he brought mo a osui 

of hot water he returned to the subject. I presume ho is not fit for 

service and is all tho more impressed by tho deeds of those who aro. 

"Perhaps they will die." I said something about praying for them, "I 

too, will say a little prayer but not a very long one, for I am ao tired 

it is hard to kneel long," 

All the night they were on my mind and it was a long night « about 

tho worst, I was awakened at midnight by the frightful shelling and 

feared the house would come down. I got into my clothes; things seemed 

no worse; going down tiros mo much, I finally undressed and got into bod 

again. Somehow wo lived through till 2 a.m. Then a new noise started » 

rifles? and sounds of shouts and yells in the neighborhood af the Excelsior, 

We don't yet know what it was all about, but the shells hit tho roof of 

a villa, noar tho Porta Prato and also tho roof of the Dumini house, in 

tho next blook, but did not do much harm. Tho Proprietor had refused to 

keep the Dumini here, because of their relative, so they had returned to 

their flat a few days ago. They had been bombed out tho first of May, 



/ -

then later wont back to it, but thoy heard the police were aoarohlng for 

them and eame here* Lest night tho two women and the boy spent miserably 

on the stairs. Shells M t a roof noar Santa Croce, another on Via doi 

Jlori and another on Via del Benci, I am pleased that the nouses did not 

fall. Aii I am not on th* top floor, I'll not be so frightened. I must 

have slept some but at 4,50 tho inferno was still with us. After p it 

waa luieter. 

But Ascanio heard that the Germans won tho little battle last night. 

That seems tho last straw, What sort of a riernon is Alexander anyliow? 

AliBOst 3 wee,ks %m he sent us those leaflats telling of his speedy approach; 

Florence is not yei aia and no high officer has even come hero. I lay my 

wager no one will com© till we have water! They'll not do without their 

daily tub, 

I've spent another of those futile days putting more things together 

for iscanlo to y.ee-g in his room In tho cellar. These letters along with 

two Valises, 

The dtTk is coming and another battle is probably before us. It is 

more like e great storw at sea than anything else 1 krow, 1 have a slight 

focllrig of nausea durt,n̂  it. 

iiuguat lot 

They say that yesterday morning the Germans had come back into tho 

city aa far as PiaszB Torino! But all that is changed! They have boon 

driven out ot the ; ugnon© region and all tho northern border, Tho people 

say that for the first time lusaolini'B Kopubliean block shirts have been 

seen fighting with the patriots, (.Didn't I sny Florence was suffering 

fror, his deviltry?) isiell, this is a great day, people feel themselves 

free, the Slgnorina on the terrace opposite gestured to me opening her 

arms wide and th«n lmit'itt.ng a great embrace. There la much traffic, so 

many British autos and trucks piling in, hany tanka were aaid to bo 



waiting outside the southern gate. 

The night was terrible; tho shelling -waa aa powerful aa the night 

before, but it did not seem directed right at UJJ. I slept a good deal. 

JJothihg like getting aaed to a thing. Almost everyone went downat-airs. 

It seems there was SOK© loss of life at tha iaaan© asylum from shells 

f alliiig on the roof and penetrating through several atoriea. 

The night before --̂hin there w&a that fiendlsn blaat at Midnight, a 

Bhell fell in the court of Armida's house, 'Mie waa in such a state that in 

searching for mstchea, she fall under the table and didn't "k-now where she 

waa. Her ai«ce routed her out and they all repaired to the cellar for the 

rest of the night, Tod«iy the niece and her husband have gone to see how 

their flat near the •h,gnone hts f&rtd. 

In th© small hourB of last night I wrote: 

The Ood of 5,!ichel Angelo's, Last tfUd.gfflen.t standing on the '-'onte 

Cllveto hurling-; 

"BAM! BAa!: That for the Faiirer! 

That for his Jackan&pesl You get Itb" 

Votpn (fron Fiesole (?) ) thunders back: 

the sound of jagged lightning and the curlicue shell thp.t sings. 

Silence for one minute. 

Agaiti "h„y,'-:" 

Then a horrible one that fells housss (though not near us); A sv.'ervo 

to the South East, Perhaps /liss Brogtin'b? Isollna? 

J \^f^•..^ th,j Avltabll© are out of it! 

Silence, 

k religion that could make 'a ̂ od of war I ,Fle, Julian." 

August 19th, 19-t, 

Hope deferred maketh the heart alok. 

•rtio were indeed heart sick again yesterday afternoon, for in the swaying 
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tide of battle our hopes of the morning were deshed; the Germans advanced 

again, "̂bie family of u in jr^nne'B room had paid their bill and gone away to 

their home Irs Pjin Gervasio, but there they found conditions impossible and 

returned fiere. Armide'a niece wont to her flat but could not stay. However 

they retrieved his bicycle and her two fur coats and came away to a penBlon 

in the centre. Their one night at Armida's was enough for them! 

Lest night was one of tho worst. How can we go on? u\xr ears and 

bodies are rFCkef"? o'̂b tortured, I feel a rag. fha sliolling began pbout 

10 Br.d went on with some pauses till 5 or after, "BA " censed for a time, 

terrible wae the ©neray shelling rather to southeast of us. I was worried 

for fenr "BAb- waa put out of action but he started again. Of courteo wo 

have some during the day too, but that you ©%n stand. 

On the 4th after the blowing up of the bridges, I asked Sig. Leoni, 

"when are the Gerrasna going?" "'"hey say in 2 deys,"^ "Oh, two more of 

those awful nights!" And we've had 15 of there, most of them fearful. I 

had a talk with him yest^^rday. It was his own idea to put the flag at 

helf mast, but hs soon it was not feasibl® and changed it. 

One day on the roof he discovered a hole above room Ko,34- (that I 

used to have). On investigstlon he found that a stone had gone through, 

but hnA not penetrated the ceiling belo' - "̂t h-ad struck acrainst tha wall 

and remained there. He got it out and weighed it: 12 chill i2u,^0 lbs). 

Apparently it is a piece of the bridge of the Vittoria, which flew up and 

eorosa the more than pOO yards and landed on our roof which must be 40 

or jO ft. high. 

Yesterday' he went across the Arno to see Gino who is ill. He stayed 

only about ly minutes with hiy; but the trip took over 3 hours. He croaked 

on the dajn; to do so you have to ̂ o down a long ladder which he found 

difficult; (one rung missing) but an old woman of dO made tha trln ]uat 

before him. Ho tried to return by the Ponte Vecchlo but found the via 



Via Guiccisrdini i i rposslble, the houses have -?'.."? 1AM on i t , A-rmida planned 

to go across the Arno to buy vegotablen. There IB R l i t t l e boat tha t 

f c r r i e a across by the Q&sclne, but she henrd that two women in th© boat 

had been shot by snipers froK thn shore, so sh.<? gave up her t r i p , 

S ig . Leoni says the GersanB took not only the water works and 

e l e c t r i c a l plant of the c i ty but the telephone and tolf'graph apparatus , 

and emptied the -'ost Office of everything, J. »t,iggeftt«d tha t i f there wore 

no half, w^'d havn to invent one for thsR, " h a t do you mean?" he re tor ted ," 

"don ' t you thf: ~ .,. ia hel b r i gh t nere?" Homeless and htmgry people. 

despoile.l of tne.. bonginss and of t h e i r mef.^^". '^f "siv^lihood, l ives tock 

k i l l e d , orchards razed, not to Jtiention murder, ran© and t o r t u r e . 

The on© drop wanting to the cup of bi t terness"was the invasions of 

the Riviera « that other scene no desr to me to be ravaged. The f i r a t pag« 

of today 's newspaper i s taken up almost e n t i r e l y with news of the aoath of 

France, Cannes in the her-dlines, Florence and h« r̂ she l l i ng i s not spoken of. 

The High Command ia a t the Savoy Hotel, The Conai^li hnn been 

clohed » a great loss to them, I suspect t h e i r sympathies were always with 

the -^erti'.ans. a t any r- te ' . 'rs, Payson i s being avenged. ...h© i s an American 

wi th an I t a l i a n 8on»iri»lRw, Two or thrae years ago, long before the 

German ocoup»-tion, she was s taying at the Conslgli and had to eot in her 

rooE because some German boarders did not l i ke to hear Knglish spoken in 

the dining room] Kere e t the Vil l lno iContebello ilngliah has be^n spoken 

fell during the war. To be sure , Slg. Leoni got in bad with the tuestura , 

because he was "tO'> >1 nd to the English." He was ordered to take the photo 

of the o)ixhOR family out of hia of f ice . Can pe t t iness go further? 

Our bread i s whiter and be«ter every day with a th ick golden c ruh t . 

I could l ive -̂ •'- -'•*-. •'•'vi JRm. But I t won't l a s t long. 



/J 
August 20th, 19 »4 

Things look better today. Tlie German« have gone back a little, "hs 

bnglish have placed a cannon in Via Solferino and another in Via Rucellai 

to fire et bonte .borello (7) I tremble for the night. 

"Last ni&ht I slept .frois 11 « 3*30 « "^^ h^-^'^y, '2^hen there came a .new 

experience. I think it wns an immense shell from the Germans going dlreotlj 

over our house- •*'-̂  ̂--h „,;..-. apeed of blankstyablan,k miles r. 'ainute. It seemed 

almost to grasĵ e our roof. .>© heard bits falling oi'x ohe street. The.n we h?,̂  

another and finally 3 .more. I should say they landed ne?.r the rivsr, pftrha] 

on the ©•''•"̂ r -b''^. •'MK^'n oo-x-v-;-,«-!-.,(-.M.n.-; A-^fAct. ,1 feared they mi,?-h.t heve 

silenced our BAh, but after a littl* he roared aga.in. 

Sig.ra ii-vitabile iu back eftcr three weeks instead T;" 3 days at tho 

hospital. She want there to be with her dnu-^hter bat on the third dny her 

daughter was sent on to a first aid station near Fifredi where she otill is. 

The mother's room at the hospital was far from cleanly. It was used es a 

illspenaary 'hy the nurse« who came i^A went continually day and nijht. Sho 

wa* In th© inaid© on the court of an old building, so did not suffer as we 

did from the shelling but oould not sleep, such a lot of children and poor 

-sick people were laid on th« ,cri"iiisiri i>-t tha naurt .-tt n1-/-'ht; little paraly 

babita fron the ^feyer hhsplt.'^!, who'd been brought down froBi bleaole 'iihdn 

tho Germsna fortified it. 

She he-ird tha tragic historleB of some of tha patients who h«.d seen 

their daughters raped, their fsmilies killed, in© man she B O W had been 

tortured; all his finger nails and toe nails had bean wrenched off f>:nd tho 

psl«"« '̂ ^ htg hand© goy«»..n«!'i , hh,̂  Kay* Fascist women have burnt- out th© eyes 

of tat patriots with cigarettes, 

p.wf-.xxht 21st, lo-<'f4 

I Be© nothing before us but tho destruction of Floreiic© « and 

probsibly of ourselves. Last night tho ene^^ rained broadside after broad-

fiido v^ '^•'••.n centre of tha town, entirely different from the other nights 



whoa wo iotmod to bo the target, or the other side of the Arno. I saw Mor 

a* a woman on h r knees being lashed with a whip. I think the worst waa 

about half past a and it went on till six. The saolling had begun pretty 

fiercely even before I got into bod at ten, so we hnd about 3 hours of it. 

.*ai day long there had been some; in fact at 11 a.m. Armlda had seen a child 

killed by a shell in the court of her building, b-he was -̂  y«prs old the 

only child of her parents. The mother wsa taken away erazed. 

This morning about 10 the British bombers ©ppenrfid nfter a long abî OMMi 

and bombed Pratolino to the north where the GerEians are holding out. They 

hide in the woods by day and advance into tho city by night. It im said the 

British fait that they must bomb them out or they would raze Florence. San 

yorenao, the old church where the Kedici ^^^ buried, i.s aaid to ha.ve been 

hit by the German snells, also tho 'Ufflzi, the atrozai and the Cathedral, 

Sig.ra A, says citizens have been dying of starvation north of tho 

.;iugnono wher© the Germans cut them off. Some were already in a state of 

coiaa when they managed to get word to tho English, w© do not know whether 

they were saved or not, hie sad thing is that while we are eating good 

white bre&o , the hospital haa poor brown bread. Before the Imglish oame, 

the head of the hospital had bought up some flour '%nd now he had to use it. 

Iho.., say* that many uartiglaftl hnve died at the I'ngnone fighting tho 

Fascists; they were inoxperieneed, not organis'.e'd, from 1̂--,.:.. years old. 

Tho Fascist sharp shooters from the roofs are a great d.anigrer. Sig.ra 

A» knew of a doctor's wife who was shot end killed by them on the street. 

It was probably because of them that the >'irsglish or bcottigh soldiers hero 

more told to keep to the wall. 

whe and Sig.na hamiani told of terrible outrages on women î leh 

soomed well authenticated, things too fiendish to soil your m.ind with, 

Thoy reminded me of th® "Fovir Horsemen of the Apocalypse," 

Gino returned today radiant because he had ©mbraeefl the first English 



soldier to enter Porta Romana. His neighborhood has suffered much from tho 

cannonading, which tore a hole in his apartment house. Ho and his family 

had been living in th© Movi© hous© which is in th© bassment, feeding on 

poppers; he had had 9 days of intestinal fovor, but all that was forgotten; 

Tho English had come! (Ho and his father were put out of business by the 

Fascist some 20 years ago). He and Ascanio and Gina and I are (as far as 

I know) the only ones in this house who began the war Pro«British, but no 

doubt some of the Italians here whom I am not acquainted with were eg.ually 

anti»fascist, also tho two Croatians, one who is a Jugoslav Colonel and 

came here to hide, and the other a woman, a charmer. Of course, all are 

now Pro=Allyl 

I told you of our flapper of 85 and her pleasant encounters with tho 

boys on Assumption day. Well, th© next noon she appeared in my room oven 

more exuberant, her American flag a little more in evidence; she'd met 

English and Scots, one had drunk her health in Vermouth, "such charming 

boys I" 

Now drinking never appeals to me, and especially just now when we're 

at a funeral it was a little too much, so I asked with a smile, "did you 

toll them they were decadent?" I had to repeat it J times and finally 

spell it for her. She became a tragedy green. Duse was right if she urged 

her to go on the stage, "I_say that!! I might have said it of the French 

or tho Italians, but never of tho English! I know them. You havo invented 

it. You have a poor memory," and so on, etc. I simply sat and spiled; 

finedly asking her to toll of her morning, but she refused to do so and 

flooneoA out, Tho surprising fact is that she was honest, she believed 

what she said. She has gone half around th© compass and. does not know she's 

"budged. It's really a phenomenal case of self-deception. Of course sho 

does not remember my showing her tho door for the way she talked about 

America, nor her threatening to denounce me for listening to the B.B.C, 



/'. 

How I wish Mr, Dixson were here! Ho was so furious with her, after some 

Insult to tho English that he told his daughters they need never speak to 

her again! , ,̂  

August 22nd. 1944 

0 joy! tho oock. Tho nightmare must stop soon. Finally the merle 

begins his song, there is a twittering of tho swallows then 6 o'clock and 

tho church bells. It is over. It is strange to look out on tho quiet 

morning, everything in nature smiling, the birds in my great tree, butter­

flies on the terrace. It must have been a nightmare, that hell. It began 

with 8 or 10 projectiles hurtling above us in quick succession, crashing 

with fearful impact the other side of the Arno, Certainly to an ignorant 

observer the German Artillery sounds tho more powerful and more blood­

curdling, but then we aro at tho receiving ond of it, whilo we hear only 

tho discharge of the British shells. 

We had a calm interval in the middle of the night, my sloop only 

prevented by the chattering of my neighbors who saw fit to have their 

friends in till after one. Later the oontro of tho town seemed to be hit. 

Wo are at the mercy of tho same blind fury as London, fortunate in that it 

is shells used on us and not the flying bombs. 

The Germans are still encroaching on the northern limits. One day 

is just like another, only we become weaker as time goes on. Does no one 

care at all about Florence? except, of course, the Florentines, who can do 

little oxoept aend their boys to die at tho Mugnono, Someone has heard a 

radio which runs by moans of a private motor. Montgomery has said tho var 

won't last much longer, so I suppose that is the reason nothing is done 

for Florence, It is a race between tho war and Florence, but I fear 
Florence will bo finished first. 

August 23rd, 1944 

[Last night we were sure we wore kilt. After rather a quiet evening 

we wore awakened just before midnight by 5 or 6 blasts from a Gorman 



cannon In tho hills, more powerful than those they had used heretofore. 

(It has been sug^stod that perhaps they are the other secret wesson « 

tho rocket*) They appeared to bo aimed right at us. It seemed as if tho 

house that adjoins us on the southeast woro torn away and crashed down, 

that perhaps part of ours went with it, as did most of tho neighboring 

buildings. 

Everybody went downstairs oxeopt Sig,ra Avitabile. It was the third 

tiao I've gone down, not to tho ©ellar, but to the lobby wlioh is vaulted. 

jProsently big. Leoni and half a dozen young people ©sao up from the cellar 

and joined me, "ihey thought the Villa Favard had gone. Someone said thet 
I 

tho Germans were wrecking their fuiŷ  on Florence because it had always 

boon so beloved by tho English. I can imagine the satiurnine satisfaction 

of M, 

• There wore several young men in the group, Italians, and three 

young women. Ono was the fair Croatian who had opened the blinds on tho 

previous night when I went down. This time her face was covered with 

grease but strange to say it did not disfigure, rather I think it called 

attention to the prettiness of her features in the light of her candle. 

(Wo each earriod a candle but lighted it only when necessary, sitting 

mostly in tho dark) The Croatian's "lino" seomod to bo to keep OToryone 

moving. She Suggested to on© of the men that the chairs were uncomfort­

able, why not bring sorao from the salon? So off they went to lug bo'twoen 

them through the little library and down the long narrow corridor, a big 

arm chair; again thoy were off to bring a second. Finally all were com­

fortably stretched out and seemed at ease, but another girl complained 

that sho didn't like her ohair, so up popped tho Croatian to change with 

her, apparently the soul of aaability, Thoy moved and fussed all ahout 

me but wore scrupulously polite to me. In fact the only suspicion of 

inoivility I noticed in my three adventurous nights came from those with 

Anglo Saxon blood. 



Finally I left them all to go back to bed, wondering how our small 

staff of servants would feel on finding the great chairs to be put back 

in placo. But perhaps the Cnoatian and her friends saw to th^t. 

What was my surprise in the morning to look out on a landscape un­

changed! Mira wont up on the roof to behold the ruins and saw not ono! 

However, two housea on the Via •:*ale8tra about 100 feet from us were damaged; 

fh* Rotonda, a round garage in the 'rato was much injured and the trees laid 

low; a house on tho Prato just behind us was hit and a little house on the 

Via hucellai and a convent near by had holes ripped in their walls.' Also 

the Favard was hit, but not badly damaged. 

The paper gives a list of all the harm previously done. One of tho 

saddest losses is that of th© medieval houses each side of the Ponte Vecchlo, 

which eame down into the river. It was the blowing up of the Pont© S. 

Trlnita I think that did it; (the bridge was made passable in three days) 

the houses can never be replaced. The top of the Baptistery, also of the 

Campanile, has been hit and the side of the ^athe ral, Isr. Brogan's house 

was not demolished though damaged. 

The newspaper that came this morning was a new venture. The Corriere 

di Flrenze, and it warmed my very heart to read a paper expressive of tho 

feelings of the xlorentlnes, giving lat© news and ©xact information. After 

years of Fascist lies, the people will have to be educated to »ad the 

newspapers again and to take them seriously, 

August 24 th, 19't4 

I slept from 11 to h.30 and feel that life is worth living once 

more. Of course in my sleep I heard the rockets or whatever they aro 

whistling over us, but they landed rather far away. Of what moan stuff I 

am made! I never knew my vileness before. In theory I would give my life 

for some of tho treasures of Florence: The '̂ alazzo Vecchlo, th© Baptistery, 

San Marco, but when I hoar tho cannon I ^ovel in ray b©d and cry out; "any 



plac© but h©r9, oh God!" 

Yosterday ©voning about 5 a young man from the house was in tho Piazza 

San Lorenzo, alwŝ jrs crowded with poor people, when a shell struck there. He 

saw 3 wounded carried away. 

It seems almost everyone went to the cellar last night even the J « S, 

officer who never used to think of going down, I suppose the lack of all 

aim and purpose strikes fear into us, just as in the case of the flying 

bombs» 

Life is rendered pleasanter by the care taken of us by our government. 

Since Naples was liberated, we've expected nothing in the way of food 

(Fascists havo not failed to rub it in) but it seems every member of an 

Allied nation is entitled to a prize package with sugar, coarse salt, milk, 

soap, 10 cans of Phillips meat and vegetable stow). You pay 600 lire for 

all this; but the hitch is how to got it? Apparently you walk from pillar 

to post, stand in line, in fact, spend hours before you become the happy 

possessor of such valuables, As most of us Americans are old women it is 

rather difficult; only our flapper of 85 is equal to it. She takes an hour 

of people's time, buttonholing them to tell of her adventures: of how sho 

browbeat the policeman who wouldn't let her cross th© bridg©, quarreled with 

a Red Cross nurse, bullied an English officer into helping her; It is lung 

power that brings success in life! 

Ivan Illic (17 with a bicycle) got tho food for 3ig,ra Avitabile and 

sh© has givsn m© a little salt. 

Water is again flowing from the side of our house with the consequent 

little crowd with pails 6Uid carafes. 

August 25th, 1944 

The night was not so bad as some others but there was much oeoinonadlng, 

not striking noar us, more housss hit on other side of tho Arno and several 

deaths. John Bull's cannon started up after several days of siltence and 

has been lively all day today. It is about th© hottest day (about 90") 



wo hav© had, though all the week has been hot to make up for a cool July. 

Usually Florence is cool after the middle of ..ugust. 

Last evening about b I was with Sig.ra M, on har balcony wh©n thore 

earn© a shsll that drove us Indoors. It seems it was aimad at men repairing 

tho Ponte della Vittoria, v/© do not know whether it caused many casualties 

or not, but the daughter of Sig.ra Dumini, walking noar had her leg bruised 

with flying diSbris. 

W© are rejoicing over the liberation oi x̂ aris and the rlght=about« 

face of Rumania. If only the end will eome In time to safe Floo'enco! An 

English officer is reported to have said that if the English attacked tho 

German cannon in the hills tho German® would at once raze Florence, that 

the jBngllsh are doing everything to safe th© city. Also he said that the 

Allies would advance no further in Italy (•̂ ). 

Tho Sig.na Avlt&blle, calm and intrepid. Is doing groat work on tho 

north of the city just on th© border where the Germans still are, bhe and 

a nurse were for a time In a Casa Popolare alone, conducting a first aid 

post. One evening three Germans B.'ppecxred. and entered. They asked "Aren't 

you afraid?" "lo, why should we be afraid?" pointing to their Eed Cross 

brassards. T.he Germans seemed preoccupied p.nfl uneasy. They made ^. "re-

functory examinatioa for arms, etc., but the girls guowsed that their 

object in coming was to ©scape some Jnglish who were on their trail! Thoy 

finally left, eame back again, then left for good. .H.fter three weeks of 

this work and a little food, the oottoressa was moved recently further 

south to look after 100 Partigiani between 16 and 23, most of them in a 

sad state after months of concealment and little nourishment. She tries 

to give them the jingllsh point of view, vihen they complain that the 

English do not advance she repeats what an officer said to her: "It takes 

20 years to make a man and only 23 days to make .,- .^nk,^' They saw tho 

point and said, "Anu to think the Italians wore sent off to fight in Greece 



and Russia with no such care, just as cannon fodder," 

Once sho was called upon to interpret for the iinglish who were to meet 

some Germans with capitulation in view. But after waiting 20 minutes no 

Germanu appeared! Again she was called in for a consultation with tae 

German Doctor, or rather the medical student who was acting as doctor. 

She was told that between Siena and Florence the English lost only 

40 dead, I wonder how many Italian men wer© f*©nt to Germany during that 

time, how many shot and how many women outraged, 

Pernaps about one this morning there was the mout excruciating noise 

I've heard yet « something going by the house almost like a railroad train 

thf't seemea unending. They say it was British tanks going north. 

Afternoons we hear the bag pipes, I'm told the boys in kilts dance 

too. In th© evenings tho soldiers sing on Via Solferino. One night I 

heard "way down upon the Swanee Elver," 

Aug. 20, 194'̂  

John Bull kept it up all night. There were only «- or 3 cennonadings 

by the enemy; they sounded a little too neur us, probably aimed at the 

bridge della Vittoria. I rejoiced that they were only a small proportion 

of th© night's work, thou5*h the British cannon kept us well awake; wo 

jteeaed to be playing the part of Vcalter Tell anb 'a--ing the apple shot off 

of our heads, Thoy go so high above us that w© don't worry. 

Another thing that pleased mo was that 4 «it least of the Gorman shells 

missed firo, just fizzlad out. I'd nerer noticed that before. Gino says 

bifcaus© something was not put in that should have been, perhaps due to 

sabotage. Hurrah! 

Yesterday after a sleepless night worrying about her daughter, Sig.ra 

Avitabile took to the road at b a.m. and went to her. It's a long way 

and she's by no means husky, but she got there, even olimbing down into 

the Mugnone and up again where the viaduct should have beeh. ^ -̂ 

found her daughter almost at the end of her tether, not so much from hard 



work and responsibility as from the news she'd had of the ISinatftlna, her 

frioni Luce and her mother and sister. The 2 or 3 German officers who had 

quartered themselves on them in their country place behaved politely and 

they could find nothing to object to in their conduct. Finally ono day 

after lunch on© of them said to the Sig.ra Einstein, "whatevar happ©ns you 

will always b« protected, let us go Into the library and look over your 

papers to a©© if there is anything that had better be destroyed," Leaving 

the sister-lnslaw and twin nieces in the salon, Bhe and her two daughters 

went with the German, It was not long before three shots rang out. One 

of the little nieces rushed frantically to the German pOi5t«d as sentinal 

outaid© th© door asking what had happened. She clutched his arm and ah© 

%^BB,'^^ his to tell her. The tears rolled down his face and he patted her. 

But the one who had shot the 3 women, a boy loss than 20 years old, 

appeared with his face radiant with joy exclaiming "justice has been done!" 

Then they set fire to the house. 

Prof. Slnateln coming home soon after ('ae had been in hiding) started 

out crazed to seek the Germans to have thera kill him, too. He walked and 

walked but saw no Germans. Finally he fell in with some British who took 

cere of him, 

August 27th, 19*̂ 4 

Last night th© British pounded away all night«on my head « but I 

heard none of the enemy, ao I was very happy, I thought at last we'd ehased 

them back, Alas! When GAno brought my breakfast h© said the reason I had 

not heard thorn was because tho guns at Settignano and at Fiesole had been 

in action and wore a little too far away for ae to hear. Across tho river 

they'd passed a bad night: at 7 p.m. a church had been hit and people within 

it killed and wounded. 
Our poor little hisa Spencer Stanhope is upset by the shelling and 

almost crazed. She talks incessantly demanding: "?y dear IXioe, Why doesn't 



he oorae? Te l l the Due© to come to me." At l a a t Linda took the ro l e of h i s 

daughter and s^jld ahe was sent to t e l l her that he sent hi.J s a lu t a t ions 

but was unable to coco. That calmed her a l i t t l e , 

Vi rg i l lo i s working .for the Kod Crosa at S. Maria IJuova h o s p i t a l , 

f u l l of wounded, not enough food nor nurses , lie th inks h i s of f icers un»» 

fool ing to the men. The bil l ies are going to reorganiae tiie i:ed Cross 

e n t i r e l y he says. 

I t seems the Germans were occupying th© Castel Vinc lg l ia ta (the 

l 5 t h century building which was rea iored by woim bemple Leader) . »bi.rerilio 

heard that they had mined i t preparing for t he i r depar ture , but before 

they .got off, the -• ,.A. bombed i t , exploding the sdnes, k i l l i n g 100 Germans 

and wounding 80 o thers . 

Sept. I s t , 19 r4 

Everyone agrees that the shelling is less and at longer Intervals, 

At last, relief! 

•̂ eopla are putting in an appearajic© after iioveral w©ek8 of Gon=» 

flnement. asolina Gabrlelli came yeeterdtiy, .̂ he had gone for the state 

of emergency to a flat in the centre, which a friend leAt her, ..he 

thoug^it she'd be safer there in the Via ..-.rte della Lane than in her house 

on Via Garibaldi near us, b'ell, when the Germane blew u;: •'-"'-'--• '":•:-' .-ente 

byaria, leading to the "on-'e Veechio (a.ug. p^d) she found hersf 

\«Vridow or t.hat street and. up 127 steps from the ground. That same night 

they mined h bridges, "via huicciardini and Via 46i aardi, -:̂ «.iure each 

bl-ftst they gave a warning whistle; then there was a frightful conmotlon 

of the air. Her house stood through it all. For 25 nights she slept in 

a chair in the porter's quarters 011 the ground floor, -he's 7C*''years 

old and looks as if a breath could blow her away, so tiny and thin. I 

said v;h>?t a comfort It must have been to sleep" in her own bed again, 

"V'ell," she explained, "when I got horea a neighbor v/ho was afraid to be 



1' 
alone asked me to come to her, ao I moved my mattress to her flat and 

slept on the floor .in her room!" 

Concetta brought nevm that the Baroness Cora had been ill for two 

woeks with ft carbuncle on the nape of her neck. Though gravely ill, Bhe'd 

had no doctor, but her husband had dressed her neck 4 times a day. There 

is a cannon in front of her house; ahe Is almost mad with the noise. 

Sept. 2nd, 194*f 

This is really our day for rejoicing over beint, llberatad: . ,a 

2t hours we have not heard ^nevxy cannon, the first time since .̂ uguat ̂ th. 

I am loat in an abyss of thankfulness. 

The re^. ta„pe neeeasary to get the supplies provided by the United 

Kations (?) b.b, (?) for eacii member of an Alliad Hat ion were almost 

prohibitive, Armida's niece and her husband offered to undertake the job 

for m© in ret<irn for nome of the canned roe at (for which they paid). Thoy 

8.pent altogether 3 mornings of 3 1/2 hours each, wandering from one office 

to another or standing in line. They climbed over the ruined ..'̂or Santa 

Maria to the onte Vecchlo ^-nd Via Guleciardlnl, hM,'.> •o the Costa bi-,n 

Giorgio and finally found themselves on the heights ob the hoboil gardens 

from whence they deseanded to the office in the oltti. Then on to the 

Scuderio y%eala outside the orta boaana, where they c-̂a--̂  by 5.11 t}-̂e articleF 

except the meat and soap! Kext day they took the rout© of the uac:. aorofats 

tho Arno and got the meat, but still the soap wass lacking. Hence the third 

trip, 10 Phillips meat and vegetable stew, evaporated Tr/iik, soap, salt, 

sugar. 

Sept, hth, l9-t4 

Vita luova! Nights without shelling except for Hporadlc shots from 

the British cannon. Yesterday morning at 4 to make up for our usual 

racket, we had a thunder storm. As always the kitcheri w*js inondatfid and 

Slg. Leoni and Ascanio had to bale out for an hour or two bar6fo'>'«'«d, 

because the water was so deep. I did feel sorry for Ascanio, He'd been 
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ill all day (everyone has diarrhea) and unable to eat. Hov̂ ever he is 

better today. 

Saturday evening the 2nd, we had the joy of seeing the Sig.na 

Avitabile, Just p weeks befoife ahe and her mother had gone off to the 

hospital for "2 or 3 nights," Foiir days later the doctor had been sent 

to manage a flrot aid post almost in no man's land. It was in a workcisn's 

flat building of the Fiat works o,t l:ifre'U, The Germans were just across 

the street, '''he building was empty. She and a nursie slept In the creche 

on 2 little beds put together, 'Zhe Germans kept advancing and tlie post 

was moved further south. Then they slept on long narrow tables = yery 

high = on which the Viforkrcen ate. She had 100 Partisans to look after. 

There were always some wounded coming In. She became attached to theia. 

Finally she was moved to another house where she actually had a bed after 

thre© ¥/e6jC3! Now the Germans have retreated and the "'artisanii are de« 

mobilized, 90 she can return to us and to her patients. 

-•'rof. iSnrico Greppl has given her a paragraph in the paper praising 

her work. He is her head professor and also teapornry h©ed of the Univers= 

ity. I never saw her look better! she has really gained flesh. She had 

enough to eat ^j\d did not h«ve to walk at all. blrice her bicycle was 

stolon she has worn herself out walking all over to'̂ 'n, 

Hept, ,, .. 

I went out yesterday. It was a greet occasion for ree. Fox- th© 

first tl.m© in four years I felt free. T hsve not kept entirely to the 

house for four years, but I have never felt safe and comfortable in my 

short walks, men the most favored Americans were sent o.ff without warn«= 

Ing to ftiodena or "istoia, or some oquaLly primitive town to exist as they 

could. 

But yesterday = the joy of feeling that all right=»minded people can 

come and enjoy Florence! If I feel so for the foreigners, how much greater 



the happiness of knowing the I t a l i a n s free from tyranny. 

The Xjungarno from here appears about th© same as ever. San ''"tni'-,to 

and th© Belvedere look down serenely from the h i l l s on the south; th© two 

domes of the Carraine and .-'erito b p l r i t o are i n t ao t ; f..lBO the •"onte Vecchlo, 

though on© misses a something to th© r i g h t of i t . ?m other brid.ge8 are 

Eark©d by makeshifts, Under a cloudless sky 1 forgot the past end re« 

jolced in the fu ture . 


