‘liotea in regard to people mentloned in Frances L, Otis Dilary,

Maria Meret was chambermals at the Constantine in 1934
struggling to bdbring up her boy. When ke was about 20 (in 1938, he
wag taken for naval servigce, just when he ocould have helped her and
peemed inclined to do so, For five years he was &n a ship while she
got on as best she ocould; small and ~1iling, but gritty and showing
a good deel of Intelligence in menaging her life, I admire her,

Now she works in a store, Francesco, elas] has no j»b, like 20,000 7
other Florentines,

Ay B, 18 Sigrora Baravelll, a Pittsburgher, the widow of an
Italian, &8he has lived Tor forty years In this house,

Armida you probably remember hearing of, She is invaluable
to me, cheerfully @®etohing and carrvying., She is almost as small as
Lutie, well-proportl ned with beautlfyl dark eyes and Tine features,
but her heir iz slmost white -very pretty, short, She has very
fine feelings, ls very seusitive.

Beranesgsa Cora calls herself English, was born in India with
a Dutch name and has a Russian grandmother, Her husband is a nice
Italian cavalry officer who wns thrown from his Lorse et Caporetio
and peralyszed 27 years ego. He walks snd doee n lot of things,
however, &She is very amall and thin and except for her face locks
about 20, wlth her golden curls and exquisite feet, always in Americen
ptockings, the finest I ever sawj is about Alice's age, She never
notioced me at the A A but sfter Helen MecCoy cozed eway in 1941 began
;:r visit he regularly. In mlstaken kindness I suppose Helen siggoed

on.



April %rd, 1343

We heard rumours thut the German offieials were to b8 transferred
to Florence, but that hae been contradicted. Thay say that where the
Germans g9, bomberdment followas. That gossipy had made me fear we might
be evaouated, which ie one of my worst bugbesrs. It would mean going to
soms enall town, living in a damp 514 house with no convenienceas. Even
here in Florence 1 know of no place where I'@ find my comforts: a elevator,
bath, sun and stove =without naying much more and then mot heaving guiet
and & home=like atmosphere.

I think &y next worry was that thie hcouse might be taken over for army
officers, =s a pension nesr=by (3%t. Camillo) has been. Also they've taken
much of the first fleor of the ‘nglo-‘merienn for officials. Conte 41 Calvi,
Princess Jolande's husband hes one of the fine suites there, slong with )
or { other officers, Just come from Tunisie.  Bareonéss -Gors wan here yeasters
day and calmed my fesrs, saying they took only rathe¥ fine old resilences
¢s & rale. This house wss = residence, tut not especially elagant and now
1t is much downeet=the=heel, :

St11l1 I am trying to get my things in order, i.e. packed up, axcept
the neceassities, hﬁt that 1s an old story. 7T've hesn paoking sinee Munieh.

Every time Jpezia and Grosseto are bdombed we have the alarm. It is
pathetic to see the ascampering in the atreet. Narim told me of trying to
get home during ome. Kkvery guard would insist in her going to & shelter,
but she'd gkip from doorway to doorway to elufle the guards and Tinslly gzot
home s0 tired and breathless she felt the effects for some days. after
that firet confusion there ensues a sinister calm while you wonder what is
haprening end where. Often as not it's been a mistake here mnd all the
fear and lnnﬂr-lil has bteen for nothing. Then sagain they give the alarm
to elear the streets of spectators when the vietims of frost bite peturn

hore from Rossls.



April 11, 1943 il

At midnight there ocsume from London: "The Ttalien Cruiser Trieste
whieh was hit by aAmeriean ilying fortresses et La Maddslens, Jardinis,
has sinee sunk," That wes the ship Varie's son hus been on for Tive yesrs.
The day passed in intense anxiety on my pert for Meria, till finally srmids
Yolunteered to see her and Tind out 1f she'd had any direet news from
Francesco, %0 my great surprise and delight she found her eslm and cheserful
in the nowledge her son was safa ashore in a hospital with soma minor
eomplaintiil! A boy with such lueck ought to go Tar in 11ifa,



NNE B R . s

MH%}- :
: o came to see me the day before yesterday. He lookedti-
red & thin after his tragliec ten days.He had left here Satwrday
the 1o0th,having been discharged fromhospital & ordered back to

} 1A MADDALENA (SARDINIA).He did so no% knowing that the TRIESTE,

+ his ship, been hitat 2.30 p.m. on Satwrday.When he arrived at

LA MADDALENA,he did not get off the boat,bmt was taken to Leghorn,

j then Spezia,where there were several thowsands sallors.Many a'ﬁp
§ uh barracks,bmut there was no room for alljhe slept altdunrq&n
&

a great sqare on a table,with noothing to cover himjall his clo-

thes hadgone down on the ship. He wasglad to Hl!tp‘l;‘.}l‘lpthﬂ bar -
E I‘Iﬂk+l1‘& infested with bed-buwgsilice. In the nightcame the hea-

vy r aid fromBritish-based bombers. He & his comrades fled to a
? hillside behindthe town; in the centre not a m was left stand-
ing.lMost of the inhabitants had been evacwated. Wekl he spenjabout
o a weekat LA SPEZIA,long enowgh %0 be inthe second bombardment(worse)
Q r the morningof the 19th. His $rouwserswere torm at the left knee
"™~ by a piece ofabomb,while shrapnel hit him on the showlder,bwt he
"I\‘“ﬁ was not Emfured.He showed me the bits of metal.Itwasccoincidenee
& ;\ that Beppin::,nnr former portiere,called at the same time,asFran-
~] eceseco,& hﬂlhe had been hit dering a bombardment in Sieilyon his
: left kneek injured so that he was three months in hospital &la-
i ter got his discharge from the army.Francesco lost not only his
clothes,but the radio set he had just completed. He & others
:ﬁ have been taking a correspondence-course on radios-set making. He
% lost all the books & the instrwments,but he is glad to have sa-
. wved his skin.¥ had hoped they'd not find a boatfor him at once
j but it seems after a ten -day 1&&?41‘1# will probably be sentto a
ahip%.t Towlon &commence all over again.
E} His mother was so i1ll in March that he was sent foré was here for
2or 3 weeks.She got no paﬁfnr the month she was layed upd he got
,i z:zjh&aalﬂa he was not on his ship toF:::Jiﬁ it.They were inkdes-
te gtraits,but never tocld me about it ,which shows what self-
Q } respeciing people they wardjjis dlwa}ways hard-going when he is
at home,for she cannot get enowgh for him to eat& has #o do with-
S \§ oub _ljar:tlf,prlt.cndiu she is not hungry. | s
Ha gaid 1}1_1% Trieste was hit _}EL(_HAmaric}aﬁ?l}ring Fnrtmss}axpla-?

T
.



sives lndarneaih,mnkindpalaawhinh let the water in & caused her

%o sinkjbut she did not sink for £% howr,so there were few caswal-
ties.Soméwere killedby the bombs on the shipjsome were so ill-ad-
?iﬂeqﬂﬂ %o jump overboard & were killed by explosives in the water,
he said altogether there were 14 daathﬁ.'%ha GORIZIA was more da-
maged,but on top,so she did not sink,but there were meny more ca=-
ﬂ'ﬂliiﬂfﬂn her, The cptsalas! went down with the TRIESTE. Somghow-
ever had left her ntJMnéainm,incitding the one who had kittens du-

ring the battleof MATAPAN & Bgain during another battle.(Ihave <fao
heard over th® Pritish radio,of a cat on a Eritish ship that had

kittens dwring a bnttlgﬁl am wondering if cats as well as rats
leave a doomed ship. -~ \
APRIL 23/1943/ GGGQLIRIEAYA Began with my weekly bill, a raiseflire

Sorm 2 1
a day,l'd begen expecting it for - » However I had the pleasure

of seeing my bath-room in ardathtnﬂtthran months.The plumber =

would not ?nmﬂ.AIl the trouble was that a new washer was needed

in the hot/ water fawcet. The waahh::ﬁnaw are awbtartici-& wear owt
in three ‘llth:Thay finally said I'd have to havenew fawcets& stop-

ped t-here(Theem I ;EEMfEEF;;;EJQithnlt wshetand or water-glo~ |

set ,wit: the hot water fawcet of the tubsg q?}gﬁ.ﬂo'ﬂtﬂ“ﬁhﬂ waﬁsqf

ee it nad %o e twrHed off, becawse it r;lﬂhﬁ cuntin:ally!;lll, all's
well that ends well. The next blow was that may door leack did not
work & I had to be night & and day with the door wnlatched. No one
would come to fix itf.

SATURDAY- I had 6 calls - tired owt.

Last spring Mrs. Dixson said as we sat in the entry: Yere is Miss/
Otis who never goes mut, wearing a jacket of the latest style with Fachef
buttons dwn the front. How do yom manage i1t7?" Perhaps An-ne will re-
cognise the jacket. IPs sthll going strong in I1943.

April the 30, I went omt in i¥ for the first time, as the spring is
wnuswally warm.

I like 0 go over to the next street (via del Prato) & sifon an old
stone bench there. This month I had the wiew of a gloriows Judas tree,
rearing itself high above a garden wall with wisteria clinging to it.
Looking down the street towards town, yow ses-the top of the tower of



the Palazzo Vecchilo nunﬁ to my i%asure (I've not seen Glotto's tower

for two yuars) One day as I walked along the street I saw an immense

furniture van draw up to the curb. When I got to the fromt of 1t I

found two great oxen were harnessed' to it. They were light grey with

wide branching hormns. Over their hanﬁa fell long red wodl tassels to

scare away the flies. They were pictuﬂasQue indeed, "The world is so

full of a number of things we all ahaui@ be as happy as skings."

The Marchese and family of 5 who are upstairs, lost their apaft}nent

ur hhanty rorms the other night in a Naples raid. The bullding was a
compared v

very' large ome, they it andyPalazzo Pittl. No bomb hit it but the

Iuctiqn of the air caused 1t to collapse. Nothing is lef't. All iqre out

ur tﬂg building axcepéﬁieople on the first floor. At last accuﬁitu, -

thg& have not been dug out. I do not know the family here, but natu-

xiiiy I was grleved for them.

Misfortunes do not seem Lo mellow some people hnvaver. rhe Marchese _

came back from a trip to Naples with all sorta of good thinge to eatﬁ.

and they dined for two evenings in their rooms on the third floor, the

maid Mira making nine trips for one dinner ( of course she could not ‘

use the elevator) having to serve it all as in the dining room. She

saild she was so hungry she did not know ham to do & she had to carry

up chicken, a great cheese & other appetlsing delica cies. Not'a crtdmb -~

did they give her. I've nicknamed them: the five little pigs.

APRIL the 30. I943

In the depths hecs:usa of the Grosseto affalrg on the 26.There was no

alerm for the great planes came so high (8000 ) ft. that they were nei-

ther seem nor heard. After dropping bombs they sléopad down with 1in

50 ft. of the ground machine-gunning the people.As it was EASTERN MON®

DAY % a beauntiful day, hundremds of women & children were sunning them-

)

selves dn the se@ front, There was a falr with booths & a merry-go-round.



They chased the peoplej.THe#ds

##f#ﬂf 1
g# IBPMSd#F# #24children were killed on the merry-go- round,400(?)
in all.Itis said the aviators who baled out of a damaged plane were
either beaten to death¥ or lynched by the fathersi brothers of the .
victims.Grosseto is only about 75 miles away ,s0 alllFlorence 1l;tu
talking of it.We Americans hang our heads when an Itaiiadwhn is %
friendly to us says:i would not have believed 1t possible.They |
must have been drunk P, Sigra. Avitabllie suggests that bﬂ&%?zae {
thaugh4;h& tents were an encamped of soldiers-pood to hear some
extenuating circumstance.
May 1943~ Ihave been talking with o.r walter Gino,whose brother
-in-law was gardener at thehospital at Grosseto.The hospital w's
laid low by a bomb,tnt he &« two others threw themselves into al
dfteh in the gardeni were unharmed.Then came te macl ine-punning
of thli whole length of the sea front from the publi€gardens to
the fair.He helped to carry 140 wounded ciildren,hit by mac ine-
gunning,not by bombing,to tie hospital.He su?a one man was stand-
1ngkt his house-door with ~is two children,both Lf[wh;m were Kill-
ed. The fatherpeside !'imselfl,attacked two aviators who baled out
& killedthem with 1/is fists. The Nezlone has printed a letter ta-
ken from Tiuesy lamenting our mac ine-gunning the Japs,along with
several letters defending it. I rope the latter are not gzenuine.
May 29- AnIfalian who likes us has suggested that the pencils
which explode may be scattered about Ly Germans,not dropped from
planesby Americans. 1hera is also a H;ma_4t:ht they are tie work

of Fascists to bring odium on America. The macrine-gunning at

. érauutu,nccording to some,was meant for the German snlci:l.er%'ha
were in#fi the crowd.All this brings me some consolation. The Ro-
mah radio in English makes the very most of the Grosseto affair
wit! diabolic cieverness.A man speasing w tb ?yg;éﬂg;;ﬂiﬂuﬁnﬁbﬂﬁ
tellsé of ! is l;EéniQEikﬁ;-at it —he_;;nsiuerﬁtne American & good
mi;“mmi tf-:li“e\m. nrdiz_n_:l:-_r -:i;k;n the U.S.knew a‘out what

e ]
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the avdators were doing over nere.lhen tie penclls-wo invented
them? The otuer partr to tie conversation says 1it's,of eourse,t'e
ru. ng powers-no less thanF.D.R-himselfwio kioows everyt ‘ng &has
a hand 1n Everytlingff?:;terday'ﬁ new worry was that the proprie-~
tor would have to stop serving mealsj;a pension near her%ﬁas ltﬁllﬁ'
its dining-room because of the shortaze of foca.Ascantio & Leoni
go out every mobtning secarching {Or something ,anything,to rcive the
20 b%?&trﬁ.ﬂac. day it is harder to find anything; no fruit this
week- siranze for Italy.We've had pruness cheese,l ity thﬂkea_la
who are keep'ng housejthey must be famished.Hotels &« pensions have
special favours.
JUNE $7I943- I've been conanla#by hearing on feirly good autho-
ritythat the Red Cross investigated tlie nﬂtteﬁhf the exprlosive pen-
cilsé found that the Americans had notning to do with them. Ttook
a wicked pleasure in telling Bigra. Baravelli%ur I knew she'd
be furlous-& si e was,Bhe inslsts 1t's the Jews. Another preclous
$1d-bit I got,I dared rot tell her,It seems Muss iini came here nob
long agok huwho you suppose he travelled? In sin agbusance of the
liaericnrdlajwearing a wig,a beard & priesé;n robe.Too rich.An
ltal is anti,aalﬂt'qhay have salutedtie car with nim in 1t't
another report of a Naples raid from someonewiio was there ,is thatj
agaln we nanhinak!:mgsiéivilinns. Anltalian who was in Leg'orn du-
ring the bombing spoke admiringly to Miss Brogan of the accuracy
of the alming. Even the enemy admires the technigue. He said that i n
the train coming to Florence the passengers were all talking open-
ly of itjone objective after anctier was hiti Florence had ten
alarms in Mayj3;in one da' we had three. It was sald that the third
was to cover M.'S arrival. We heard that German plancs had been
moved away from Flnrencant requ&at of Arcbiﬁis“up Dalla Costa so

oA AW
we Gt much the safer,

ﬁbmw& the war Wit! three predictfons: that Britain would miBge

that we s.oula g0 inj Lhat-dé-worid—rast tHree yEUFs; also I've

of the opinion that Florence would not be bombed.

: M - u!-_m & strange atate of dullness. Ihmw
S| 2 realy victim %o tue aggrﬂwﬁﬂ“ﬂ? i 111‘*'3"\5 P




1
. as usual jwe¥ just don't realize the peril. En thils backwater bi\
it saen+ls l‘.fnothing were being dunfta meet it ,tho' no doubt o
in some quarters there are hasty preparationsi nervous activity.
Many more have been called up._ﬂy'ﬂ bov born ?t:.. the nlamnni"‘h;
d’\ 51z, b.a grandfat er. 81ir. k.has jJust been here.bike me he does
not rul[that Italy will be invaded. Put unlike me he believes in
a compromise:"nelt .er can win".l sald:"Whr mt‘.?'!—ja said:"If wdare
,..g weeplne ,England is by no Iemq’laub ing.® Zou can gauge by this
'l'; the lack of understanding iere in Italy of the situation.le has a
I fine radiok often .lstens to the BeB.Co-
q% June 2!1‘3#3- We made a nizit of 1t laat night.An slarm came a‘out |
2A,M. & lastedfor an hour.lt did not cause much disturbance,because '
1
I nlqp#:ut.t-.* well between the two sireéms, but sbout $A.M. came ano- e |

tier,k & few minutes later we heard the cannon Tired from Monte 011-

H
3 we'we never be=n bhombed,x« many of us think that we never will he. J

D

: ﬁ vebto,across the river from us,% then the crack.ing of & mach ine -cun. J
THat eaused a ceneral descent 5 tre entry,I ca'.'h tell you. ai.:.[..eo—
j‘:m & knocked st my door,then went on to Sig, Harﬂelli to ex- 22 g
plain to hier that there was firing.Sheld . card noti'ng.I statd quiet- |
ly in bed.In my iznorance I thpubht the 'ﬂannor#ﬁct was a bombj; it |
sounded just like those fireworksPbombsWthat exp.‘.-;:rdq(\it--. gundredd
of dazzling stars.ﬂwwar it doe: ot sem{to me that you .bettar#mﬁr-
gse.f b zoing down stairs. I said myv prayers & walted. uothjmg. I
happened. This morning tie welter said the air defence had mistzken
an Itallan or Cerman p*aua#;r at went over for &n enemy & had fired,
I oarperr="0r1 was thankflul.
I thought the servants would Be worn out & zrouchy &s usual after .,5 .'
an alarm,but they were agreably exclted Ly the new experience. It = 1';'”
fsommsf I missed a lot by not going down stalrs last night-not see- f"
ing the various states of deshabil. e\:_g_.pg-"fﬁe cemi-clothed had j"

s

& been there for avout hall an ::ﬂur,s'i-gra‘ baratahw-; e

& ':.“‘mﬁs,baautiful;v arrawWg:d ,w-aring a LANQSOME W ite comtyhadr & B
e
\ - w&y arranged, ecoming slowly dm,airly smoking & %
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(!hIF; 24 ﬁtay say) .They all wanted to Lauzh. Most of tiem melt-
ﬁﬁ'i;aynﬁ avoid a long harangue from [ er. mhe funny part is that
the proprietor,as Capo Pabbrdcato,fdels Aimself called to draz
us all out of bed & down stairs.he ;epr,ahhﬂd me for not foing.
I iantad-tu say:RI'1l thank a Fascist for saving me from my own
bombs.™ If he insists I will get a dactur's7ﬁnrtificat4ts say I'm
not atle to g0 . The only ones who did not léﬁva t eir roomrs were
Miss Stan-ope(in her dotage) & the Avitabile.
Just as I had thought that tle Anglo-S8axons in the 'ouse were to
be sutmerged by the Italians, we had an 'ncrsase of 66/2f3/%. 8iz.
Lsanitnld me towards the end of Marci that a frlend of mine was Lo
come here, named Covel. #ould not remember anvone of that name,.It
terned out that it was a friend of my friend Contessa Iﬁud ?rJ%EEIa“*hiqg
who was expected ,Florence Covel Avitavile , porn in Fall River
Massachess(her grandfatiher had owned tre Fall River boats p%ylng
betveen N.Y & Bpston}.She had been a student at Smith 7 rears after °
me.X -cnn vaguely remember he?{ylder sister who was there when I
was.You can immagine what a surprise g-pleasura ii.maa to meet a
thorouzh-zoing New Englander,one of the salt of the earth.She had
married an Italian artist,had lived in Paris, where her son was born
at tie Neullly Hospital in 19I2,then ther had sone tﬂﬁmerica whepe
a daughter was born.Final_ y in I715 they decided to _ive in Italy
& had settled in Rome. There the third baby was borns Florence.
Eventually the elder dauchter went to Americe to Smithj the scn was
called up & sent to Russia.Meanwf)ile Big.Avitabile had died & the
Sigra. left Rome to live in her villa at the sea-shore,at Forte ded
Ilrli.rlnfence had become a doctor & got a position at the Caregel
Hospital here.Then came the devastating news that the son hud been
killed at the beginng of the retreat from Russia.lt seems to me
+ @specially cruel that he ,wné as well as his sisters, had never

been a Faseist,(even at scheol they had evaded as much as possi-

‘MW& should have been -
. 2% ed to fizht for M.against Russia & to lose his 1ife thered
K‘\m@tbw ...!39 longer ‘endure living alore at Fotte so she Joined



Florence - they came to this house which wa: recomended br tre Con-
tessa Provana.The Blgra. is far from strong, but she has a happijtem-
peramentd s always aauragec-.s?mpru 43 came some offlce work-"
ergs from Milan.A firm there was e—stablishing a branch in Florence
a8 heing safer from bombardment.They sent to this house I7 emplo-
yes,paying a monthsboard.It was a great c'ange-from that time on,
the pension prospered-no more months wlien there were only 5 boarders,
or possibly 8.
June-29- Some days ago tre B.B,G.explained the situation on the
early morning of June téin2I#'Tiey "revealed™ tnat the R.A.F.bomb- iy
ers had visited Friedrichshalen on Lake Constance about midnight&
then ,instead of returning to EZngland,had set off to Africa.If
you look at the n%mu'll see Florence 1s about due South of Lake
Constance,so the F.orence anti-air defer.w,'era not mistaken,it
was British ;Lanespausins over,I guess thev were'nt even cware f
_aur__;'-.?.hr 3 ecannon shots & trickle of machine gutnning.but we were,
£ 1t cauvsed no-end of fright :n- discomfort to the Florentines.
The terror-stricken sheie«s of the people in theis!;reet Were a jgrue-
aum{adjm whieh 1'd never immasirned.Almost al. who went to the
shelters where on the wa, when the firing came & the scene was dls-
tressing enough.However 1've heard of none wounded,t ocugh some were
treated for shoeck & heart trnuhle{;.ﬁrliﬂa was amongst the flock.
aArriving at the shelter, she found her friend Vittorfa already there,
put noticed something strange in her appearance: she had forgot-
ten her false teeth! Not a word in the papers about the alarms or
the firing,. -T‘I::prei,ont;erant worry #just now, asidefrom the food#gf
question,is whetlier the Americans are to be herded In som= small
town away from Florence.That, to me personally, is worse than bomfi-
bardment,The Covernment has theatened such a move,but we do not
know whether to take it sericusly or not.
This 1s a rala day ,for we have oranres; vou can't believe how
MT—— -i-ll-ﬂh-—._—a.._ R R B T = TR

much that me ns to me .Ne've been skimping alon: on cherries.
w We have various Siciilans in the house. 4

mnt- ‘-hw woy @ baby gmﬂue ago, nl‘bh the M
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wife's lrother,who is « Priest § the kkemwtts sister. Thes took two
rooms ,#fifdde#d#IHidd on the garden.At night they left the door
npanketwaen the rooms,in one of which siept the young couple &
baby,1in the other the Priest,the young lady & the smal. boy.A
cosy rllily.!phu boy was a terror® rulned the sarden.The mother
spread the digfers to drv on the bushess. We rejoiced when they left
for Rome. I leaned out of my window to see their cabsdrive off,
Just as they went,ur came another cab with another W‘
& two babies!rhay took th:EH;;;?a:atad. These babies crled iﬁce&-

santly & the mother put up a ciuthqs line,even iIn the so-called
pa:gnin.The strange th.ing is that while Italy is being invaded
: heyeryifh;a-bodiad marw@uld seem to Le neededht the fromt,the
btevt*s orderly,(both are avdators)is meting &7 nurse mald to the
babies.From morning to night re 1s on the J;ﬁLiEh the patience of
§Job.The mother ,one of those percxide blonds,w!c needs more per-
oxide on the stringy luﬁts}‘]um her back,i: relleved of all care,
We thourht we were to have them for erﬁt'as the?-;u?lﬁ fincno
flat,but they did find one, Meanwhile mo.I ,who went to Rone,has
writien to ‘come back.Another coujle with two children (terrers)
has arrived,also Sicillans. Dur once so quiet house,the abode of
elderly Americans, has changed Iindeed.
July-17/1943~ HII¢EEE Heimlers ,a Jewish family from Fiime have
" Joined us.ana before tiiey spent a few weeks here & thie son,Eme-
rico,got into the taxtil%businas: in Prato,travelling back & forth
from Florence to Rome & Flume.Now he Is on his wedding tour.ais
bpide is a lovily girl who does rnot look Jewish at all.She was edu—
cated in Switzerland & speaks Croatian,German ,French,Itz lan,&
English. She visits me to keej; up her Enngsh{snesfundqﬂJeuf Christ-
ophnﬁwitn gLss4mist interest)These pe@ple are Italians only in name o
belng BLaﬁi‘HB‘Iﬂtﬂltiﬂw becameltaiians when Italy took Filume. S

e - aie

brother PAburgis & his sistedfsllowed i
| .-‘.-—-'“_ ! e i

rents,his
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the voung couple & all are In hiding her
b

\H“wt for some “axs,but last nizht Armida « aliied _..J;.\
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goddded forth to a littie calffed,two siort bloeks away,the Curtua-
tone,where we sat ,at a tat.e on the side -nlkbn a quieqcrcwﬁ of

20 or 30 .We took "espresso™now made of barley(?) instead of coffee,
tut,astonishing good,with almost tooc much sug:r. One lira a pieee.

I did rot wang to be noticed,so we took a table against the wall

in the dark.Suddeniy a lamp above us was turned on. As it was IO

P:I.,tha hour for the black out,We &sied why#l that light was not
put out.Oh,it was darkened at top & on the sides, Quite true,but
1t maraged to make a spot * light on wall & ground,wrich I should
th'nk,&ﬁr aviator migsht have seen.bSo we carry on herejl aiways

think of a remark of one of the first raiders over Milan:"Ipuess
the Itallans have got tired of the black out.®
We heae that a zlass of water costs 3 lire in Sicily(Iz2-I5cents)

& box of matchesl5 lire.
Baronessa Cora was here this afternoon.her husband (aCaptain)savs
the fate of S8icily all depeneds dn the Lattle when the Allies mest
the rep:lar armyj theylve fought oniy with cosst guards X heretofores
If the Itallans are beaten,the King could call on"Badoglio.
July-20- Ilrnilfikn putting on mourning for the bﬁnbing of Rome.
No doubt 1t ha#&ilitary objectives,but the war could be won with-
out bombing them & it is pacd policy to intensify the hatred of the
i@i%llilna & the Catholics for us. jLnubilB ago Churchill threaten-
::t%at if Athens were bombed,we would bomb Home. Athens was not
bed,but we've bombed Rome anyhow.However it is not Churchill who
has done it ;it is the Babbits of America who have no idea of or
appreciation of the old wotld tracicion & ceauty.

Jnulv=~23-1943- Sigra.bkvitabile,who has lived inRome for twenty
years,was much calwer than I was about the bombing.She says ths Ro-
mans have been expecting it for some tame,since there were so meny
militar: objecttrqqﬁn the edty or near it.

- Late last night (To,48)?Iheard the great ?T’ gr.gs et = a

---w:inii.lcanmt y yet realize it ,Stch 2 pressure~tsi{lfted from




—

s all ,The rejolieing 14apparant4y universal .Ascan o reports dense
crowdsdown townjhe could h=prdl+ get nome ,strug;ling through the
mass of reople,k warned Armnlda not to go .On the streets near by,
Palazzolo & Borgognisanti,women were shouting their deli:ht.Peo-
ple threw thedr pletures of M.into tle street to be destroyed.
Ascanio said that if M.had been there in flesh, he'd have been torn
1'mb for limb., I do not de bt it,having heard one mild 1 ttle wo-
man express herdéféelizs ﬁhﬂut the sort of deat! he should have-
nwﬁ‘u natural on—e rior a speedy one,but by slow torture- a new
wonnd a day. Many sober people declared thelr intention of beeing
dead arunk by avaning.Tnewga; young person ,who is suppnsed to be
our chamber-maid,said se woulc be off tinis afternoon to celetra-
te; that after AE}ssinia,she'd stald out til1l 3 AM.in tte good
cause.In the midst of the excitement came lx*larm. I imagine that
it was only a pretence to make the crowd disperse, as ther were
getting rather violent against the Fascists.
Uﬁ the ﬂﬁﬁiiipaﬁpln--i- the brit.planes overhead-about 40aegoing, . . -
I t ink,to North Africa.The day after,on Their wa/ to Enzland,
ther bombed Leghorn. Pe:ifhnps I've not got it right,but anvhow
they bombed Bologna orne day &« Leghorn the nexti we had the alarm
both tires,with the cannon & machine-guns geing just as the peo-
ple were on the way to the shelter. The first 20 ninutesﬁrtar an &&
alarm are tne dangerous ones,as the bombs frequently fall even be-
fore the alarwm 1s heard.However 1t 1s during trose 20 minntes#hat
the poor ?lnranﬁi’nen are on te way to the shelters. %1’133‘ rush
scream t the cannonpghots & remain In tihie shelters an hour or
two when all is calm. It was humiifatine 1nﬂea¥tu hear on the B.
B.C that the planes on this great returm trip met with no opposi-
tion-not a shot fired. All the anti-air effort was unheeded.
Probably ﬁna cnmnn'm designed by Michel Angzelo,,
Badoglio had set up & atrint'lIIi#fr{_{E%E_with thgjgiﬁﬂﬂnrﬁi—*”T"'
: *-'wwmﬂthﬂstm'ﬂl want to.taxe revenge fot the Lea- o

o
tingséd$ up the Fascisti :ﬁiﬂ to aﬂminiatar'alnng with doses
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castor oil. You can imagine how irksome it 15'1n these the hottest

da?ﬁr sulleﬁta close your blinds at nine (really 8) & sit & stifle in-
side& with very little light. |

July 29. 1943
"] wish this room had a floor,I don't so much care for a door. But this

groping around without touching the gruunﬁin getting to be somewhat a

bore™.

If

I feel as if the bottom had fallen out of things, what must the Ita-

llans feel, especially the young oneswho have been braug‘fup to look

upon M. as a gu?d, and are now told he i1s a devil.I hear thet Linda(who

is

just the age of Pascism) wept at M.'S Flight, though she seems

cheerful enough nnw.EiﬂiuLnnni congratulates himself that his pilcturg

of 4,'fell down behind his desk I8 monthdago & was never put bacK in

place. He has talﬂﬂed openly against M. for some month? I supposed
S4g.Ba Baravelli to be M'S last friend. (I told Armida to look under

her bed to see she weren't sheltering her idol). However she appeared

gay as ever in the eniry, announcing that she had always praved that

a miracle might happen & now it had. The effrontery of the woman.

[

We have a curfew at 9; blinds must be shut & no one can go out.

Th
Soldiers 4n gr@y patrol the streets. Just after 9.3&;3 down the mid-

dle of the street to see if the blinds are shut, but,it is later

that their fun begins;they {ire their rifles costantly and even

shoot ¢ﬂfa cannon.I¥ seemed last night like a great £ﬁéf July, fire- .

works celebration; at first I thought they were skirmishing with

the Faseisti, but it seems not; they only wanted to 5Ipress the

citizens. After ten, Af they saw a light inQwindow they called
out:®luce® § fired. They really fired into a window that was open; " it
hit one woman who was peeking out.

Yesterday the crowds do;£ town were stdll graat. About noon

came & rumor that the wal was over. You cé&n imegine the rejoleing,
I fell for 1t as on NovJ I9I8, « wepg (for the first time in years).

—
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We were all cured in about a quarter of «n hwur,when U ere came
- an alarm.It had a sobering effect.So do Churchill's threathings.
I do think he might just at this moment use the stick less &
of'fer us more of the carrots,.lt seems to me Italy is sure to
surrender soon.Jur paper vesterdaygave an account of the mees
ting of the Great Council which lasted ten hours.With M's sup-
porters turning against him,it sounded like & far off imfta-
tion-?r Julius Caesar-("Ingratitude more stran#thar. traltors¥
arms ;:iu_*.tn vang. ished him") :
AUG,.2-T943- Very sinister deeds have been done beneath#

the surfacej;fascists held up & punched 1in the stomac! ,chest

or baeck,till they spit bloodjfuneral wreaths have heen hung

on the dooms# of some doomed to death,or evem coffins s.nt b

to their ho:ses.Murders have h-Een namitted.‘lﬁris we hexen in
wispers-nothing appears in the papers,Indeed the papers hear
Just as little relation of the real life f:-_f the people,asdfif’
they did when under Pascist directiom. gver;‘- ane clamors for
peace & cannot understand Badosliots temporizing,tut Sigres i
Aviﬁh'rlila writes from Home that peace wil. soon come,that B
doglio will sign the terms.She's havimg & thriliing time In

her home city & thankful she ecould ne back just now,even

though 1t took her I2 Ieurs to go,instead ofi§She wert brway

of Piss & Leghorn etc. & ended 2t the Trastevere station.
§Coming bacMinglo-American plunes were over the train most

of the wayj at every statlon the alarm was sounding.)She is
staying with her friend the Waldensian Pastor & his wife iIn

Piagza Cavour.An hour or so after her arrivel on the 25th.

the rejoieing over M.'s fal! began.She could not z=t tqbnefa

t111 4 a.m. & was awkened at 5§30, She-wanted to go out in-

to the streefs at once,but eould not find anyone to zo with
haxf_tﬁ-‘-hhé'ﬂ—,she did get out, It was wonderful to see the & |

o

radiant faces. Perfect strnn?érs L Loocther & kisse



each other. dll Fascists emblems are disafearing: some are
carved into the bulldifizs & 1t mist take time to chisel
them off.The little flat,round, Fascisi buttons the men wore
mtheir lapels (nicknamed bLed bugs)have gone,but you ecan see
the ﬂarﬂwh&rﬂ they have been.lNowdars it is hard to get a "9
new coat! She thinks that M. will be tried soon & will end
hararqzn firing squad, She says at the meetins of the Great

Couneil there were some pﬂ?aieul blows given as well as men

tal.M.went to the King & told Bis tale & was heurd in parf¥
fect silence.They say ths King iiﬁhls ddteze,robably he
did'nt know what it was all about, The thing was got up by
Grandd & his friends,with the army standing on back of them
& was careful .y prepaped. When the meeting »f the Counc!l
was# over,M. apparently thought to start & civil war & wert

to thﬁ telephone: all the wires were cut.He was helpless.

!

Things seem to move slowly,,nut the people's will has beem

almost paralysed.They are used to suhmisszcnh ke doing what
they are told without complaint,se now they continue to #
submit.

AUC . T4-1943~ Vhen M. left the King, his car had dissgp
peared & an ambulance was walting for him. He ingquired why
that lis.'Ey order of His Majesty".S80 there was nothi-g ®
he done.He was put into 1!:.%&1'1 he arrived at the common
harracks to which tney took him,he was in a state of shock,
could not speak.DBRff.A-vitalile was so fortunate as to know
the doetor who attended him there,so heard all the detalls
¥her M.had been restored ,he wa: in a fury & raged firct &

the King:®after 20 years of friendship, to treat me Bu.f;
then at tre people, then at Hitler." H.had a uhé?e in 4T
(or '42)to make peace withn Russia,I told him to de sc .If

he had followed my edvice thls would rever had happened.®™ .

."...,-_‘._.1;-_ SRS "‘"—.._‘_ T ’ e e 3
~ Ther=were no convenlences at the barracks- the officers

- ‘F



‘weho received him ,apologlzed tquis E:cellancyﬁror the camp
bnd.“.;lancad at 1t & saild it was ﬂl;right for a young man,
but he was nid%ha next day he was taken away & went by sta
7es,s0 as to nefngiha people,to the isiand of Ponza off Na-
ples.To this prison he had sent years azo Nenni,edftor of tie
Avanti.He has been released & as he Walked out,M. walked in.
Ther saw each other,but made na sizn.What a drama it all 15’
8iszna. .hitanileras not auleiw g,et.near the devastated part#&
of Rome,but heard much about them Ilr seems I0.000 were Kil-
laiﬁn the first raid of July I9th.; 6000 were scldier%nhu are
of course,s lezitimate tarzet, but the rest;rere mostly the
pon%#hﬂ iived in the S.korenzo ditrict,samétimes I5 or 20 1in
a room,in spite of Itala'ivauntad superdority t#khe Engldsh
slums.Men hired to dig out the viztims,are off cuty at 7p.m.
& no matter if some one underneath 1s screaming for help,of!
they Zo.(All the Romans are aghast &t this)The bodies put in

morzues have not been hurfied, there seems to be no one to o
i1t,The authotity say:"Let the relatives bury them."0f course
you can't stand it to go nesr thé piaces,l should sav our
chance of escaping pestilence were siight?

One child of four was s-1ll alive undernesth somes ruins,but
could not be reached.They zave her food through & pipe.Fhey
asked herif she was alone-"No,lut the others are all asleep".

Many urltha survivers have no piace to sleep & to prepare
foodjhave to live like savages.

When the K;ng want to visit the places,He was spat upon. He

went on talking like an automaton:"[he war 1s necessary. Thﬁ

war 1s necessary." The Princess was no more welcome,but the ¥

POPE,whe distributed bills among the populace,nad His car #il

ruined through the press of the crowd & had to get out ,till

another was sent, to take Him home.
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S8igra's Avitabile's father# is burdied at Verano,but she #fii
h
could not zo to His tomb,as one 1s not allewed to enter the e

cemetery.
At Rome the first 48 hours of rejolcing was a great sizht.
The poor pecple thought the fall of M.meant the éﬁ;:'ar.une
old man had a picture of M.in the palm of ﬁi& hand which#
he held out to passers-by as if begging,sayinztPplease spit
on 1t." There was a great poster on the Corso near Roberts'
pepresenting an Anglo-Saxon attackinz an Italian chil%;ith
4 speariSomebody adroitly changed the head of the Ansglo-S,
for that of M.-It remained 30 for several duve.
There were constant alerts at Rome;She was held up everv dav,
sauaE:::aseveral timesk obliged togo into# shelters.It wee
ﬁanaernu; to stay in the streets because of the anti-air fi-
ring,though no bombs were dropped while she was there.(July'
25-Aug.1I1) It seems that people living in piazza @avour did
not know of the bombardmeng on the I9th.-They thought it wss
one of the usual alarms.No running water even in Piazza Ca-
vour,because of the broken lainFs.Paﬁple in thﬂsé parts of
Rome are not worried,since they see that the alming 1s good.
The railway yards had been repaired after the first bomtard-
ment,hence the second.I aired my view that the Englisl'é;wnuld
never homb Rome,it was the Americans.B8he said that was what
the Romens were. saying.
To-day comes the news of the second bombing of Romek of Tu-
rin.The Sola palace in Milam(Serbelloni,where Napoleon stay-
ed)was hit according to the paper.l do hope 1t eseapedLith—
out much harm.Ithink the valuable collections had hee; remo-
Yed(znhn % Iathrynf,B&rtlatt went to tea there on thelr wedd-
dinz tour)Par It seems that M.did visit the ruins in Rome,
, bnt not officlally: he had an alert sounded,so he could rFo
wecunseen & unharmed. : i

-
I

We wish ther would hurry up & finish him off.It 1s danger®-




ous to leave him there in Ponza,l think.They say the Faéi:iatrb
are dead,but not the "pidocchim(the lice).He's capable be. 0>C
nkql:afu war.At the Great Council he asked General Galbla-
ti{tn start something,but he declined aaying:‘ he did not feel
well .

Ama- Standing on a doorway in Rome during en
alart,l'lnrenc-é fell into conversation with a workman,a very
ordinary man,who understood the sitautlon, saying that the
Germans had begun the tombing, soing over Enzland,that Italy
had helpedik was now paying for it, 'he Radio ha@® Kept Bvery
one informed.

Aug.24-1943- Thepe—4s rrmorr—that M. has been taler—to

A

Maddater={Sarainia) . Iartn,?r{éescl'a mother,came to see me

laat night.She lives in a crowded district across the Arno

& walks tﬁ.ne a day to the shop in Plazza Goldoni where she

is emploved.She is very soclable & talis with the customers

&« people o the street.Therels 1ittle in the 1ife of the
people that escapes her.On Sundey July 25th. la;v of her
neighbors took thelr mattresses & vallses & be;an{ta climhb

a naarbjr hill."The Americans have dropped leaflets saying

that rlorence will be bombed at i o'elock"™was the crv. : ¥
'(Whartill.u all these rumors start?) The poor souls t;nilecj‘.l \
the hill on that very hot day to return in the evening,ex-
Plai'xi;l.ng that the rafd would be at 4 a.m.. The level-head-

ed ﬂl-r:lh- reslsted their appeals to go with them,but invited a
Im l!?"m lived 2 stories above her to come down & sleap
f{'/ith _t_u[rr.rhan near midnicht -:_:anethe great news of M.'s fall,

‘bor/Thev went with her to listen to the Radlo.

'#%ﬁﬂn:.r motning Maris got Into great crowds on her way to
."'bwérk,a;'e'r:r onpe exuberant.Ilhe shop-seeper told haﬂth«ay'd shut

h‘p ‘up,so she started back home.When she got r;a the Plazza del Qar~

*-.
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mine, a policeman @dked her where she was golng?-"Home"-
FI-li don't go through this plazza it's dangerous.? She heard
firing & learnt that the Fascistl in one of their centers,
refused to leave & were shootlng out of the windows.They head
,(EZEEIEE‘E;II;E\& wounded some womer.She went home along ano-
ther street.
Tuesday morning she was awakened by crowds before the house,
efLrting people to put out white flags (for peace).She promps
‘ly hung out her sheet. Along came another group dulfnding the
tricolor:white red &green,sc she added that .Then Eﬁle eara-
tinferi arderlniaer to take in the wnite & she anged.\fgen B
she got in thg gtrect she saw many women carrying white rlap%
demonatrating for an armistice.lIt seems that a certain mmm-
ber quit their vork & did thelr utmost for the good causg
but unfottumately many meore went to work.The result was #%
that the mimority were put in prison for ten days.That 1=
whv Flnrance ‘has been so ealm,We are led to believe that “ém
Milan has done better. -
It would appear that Italy could join the Allies to chzge
82 out the Germans,but.alas, she is more afraid of the #
Germans than of the Allies,& there sre so many of them i
all over Italy. I thiak that in the back of every onels
mind 1s the thought of poison gas,x that prevents actid s
ion in the right direction. When we were invading Sicd- § .
1vé & advaneing with sueh rapidity ,I could net under- ™
stand 1t .Suddenly 1t cecurred to me that the Germans
were alowing us teo zet well intoc the center,in yreat

nunnﬁrn,rith the intent .of znen}zaverwhuludng us, with

.—h
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The very next morning Armida told me nf a meeting of

he Eaﬁié where an OFTLCIo. (Liks was before the fall-

“mith gas- mash\,if nﬁfﬂﬁwahﬂ!&erchhﬂu to clg u_‘::-";
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Kovenber jrd, 1943
All ﬁmtu' Day we had two alarme. (Gorgeous weasther, $7° im sun)

About § P.¥. Mire, the maid, omme in much flustersd snd beside herself to
gnnounce that thers were two Fasoists downstalrs inquiring if I had = radio.
She'd 1ied to the hilt, but 414 aset nmow how to proceed further., They hud
gll but aworn =t her becsuse the proprietor was not there. (He was upsteirs
listening to the row) Aus I hed been told that there was no ssgnpe because
they had the list of radic owners ut hesdguarters, 1 hed to let ome of them
come up, e was a noor little specimen, one of thome hangers=on of Faseciam
whe In 2 few nonths' tim-_will be working for the anglo=Ssxons nn-ililin;r
1y, Jies 41d not tuke the mat hut announced, civilly enough, that 1t must be
sant to the Commissariat of 5.M. Fovella betwesn T & T.lD. Can you besat
1t? He would give = receipt and I would get it baek!l! "Le HepuMiios
1z vuole™ he said in perting. (They stole only fromethe Anglo=3axons)

_ Everyons was no kind to me that it took away the sting of losing ny
iilii. As yet 1 have not missed 1%, bVelng fired out with the sxitement
and eonfamion., To show what o lovely person 351gnors Avitahl}n ia she
appeared this morning at my door with her little redio in her sarms to

lend me. I d4id not teke 1it,
Hovawbar 10th, 1943

Eirl we are sett] ing down Tor the Tifth winter.of war, when wehsd
bean confident that Italy would be out of 1t by Septembar! We anle
dmaperstely what has happeaned in the Jouth to delsy our advanos and where
is the Tth Army? All those simultsnecus landings we had hopss of have not
teken pluocs nnd we are left high and dry in the grip of the Germans thet
tightens svery dsy mand with s« diripishing food supply. Somstimes I've
tnnﬁlrig if our troops were going alow %o give Cermsny = chance to
collupne, What good fortunms for the north of ltsly if tihst eould happen
tirst! Before the A.id. resched usl

4s 1% 1s, perhpps this mlow approach is lengthening our lives, for



it sesms doubtful if we can come through slive that dresd Day when the Z-
anglo Amsrioan arrive and tha Germens leave, between bombardments of the
one anfd huﬁfu: and shooting of the other., XNow not a dsy passes without
the firing of csnmnon off and ong In good weathsr we have alerts = three
in s dry. Could thers be a horrider sound thsn the sirem? Insxorable,
mereilezs 1t seraaches,

Sarly this month some Jews hers in Florence were taken sway, destine
ntion unkrmown, with only what they stood ép in, One was = msm of 78,
another s« youne wowan with har 14¢tle girl; she wse expsoting a baby
shortly. Her husbund hed gone swey on businazs for = few days, =so mhe
was unprotected. Alwo we kmew of en Averiean womern whe wes taken, bdut I
heve not hesrd who sne wes or why shée wsaa taken,

Qur grent fear has baen that they might want this house for Germans.
The bosrders at the Mnglosime-ieen {(now Regina) had o clear out in j deys,
among them the Cors who iave lived there for 30 ;iarn.' You can imagine
the sccumuletion of nlothes and other belongings! TFertunately they found
shelter at the Constantine (where I was in 1934) but only one room for the
couple and thmee doge! The 19 trunks and boxss had 4o be stored.

I heard of the hotel belng taken ovar Just as my radio laft and I
gnid thet T had nothiung te complain of, so lunj_gf 1 aanld_u?ny by my own
fireslde,

The Gerwans have tiken the Grand Hotel (which has been closed during
the war), the Baglioni, snd the first fleor of the Consigli Penaion.

It 1 wonderful how well we stil. live., The food is less this month,
but etill sppetizing. Florence A. wes invited Sundsy to lunch st the
Excelsior und found the menu about the same se here: chicken, a vegetabdble,
polents (like our boiled mush with a sauoce) and an spple, but that the
sortions were smeller than hers, Everything comes from the blsck merket.

‘o not see how the poor exist. Kggs are L, T.~; butter # 1.~ for 100

1 have bought a tiqr electrio heather for 3 2.00 to bdoil water,



E]
1'4 be forlorn without the ﬁvitdbiln. ths kindsat people on esrth.

Twice they have brought in their radioc set and left 1t for a day. If any
one in the house is 111, the young Dottoressa is ocelled in., Last week an
sttrective young lady had three hemorrhages in two days and the Doetor was
devoting hersslf to her aven scting as nurse, t111 she could find one free.
0f eourse the patient was scared stiff and most of the other Dboarders
flooked to see her = oul of morbid curlosity. The dooctors (she had two)
tarmed them out but they slwsys came backes HNaturslly ths P*nprinter doan
not want the girl hers, but ahe's determined mot to go to a sanatoriam,
The ocasa iz complicated by Signor IFerentl, her constant visitor. As the
name means relotlve, we were sll decelved mnd called hi® her uncle, but it
peseme it is a tenderer tic that binds tnem and Tor that the Fropristor
wante to get rid of her, The peor girl lived st kspallo dut moved to Milan
not long ago, where she took a flat send furnished it. One morming she
emarged from a shelter to find she'd lost everything., Her first emotion
was one of intemss thankfulness to be alive! Ped luek pursusd her to
Florenes where slie had news that her nephew had been teXen by the Garmana.
That was the dey she fell 1ll., However he sscaped and she is now doing well,
One of the people in the house who hus been very kind to her is Signex:
Il!ia {preEiliteh) n Viennaras, the =i%eow of s Jupeslsv. She camafrom
Spaleto bringing e tremenduops lot of luggsgs and three sons, Ivan 10 years
old end twins of 14. She told goweone that 1t was intarsating to ses how
the other half lived; tﬁut after the war she would return to her owm milieu
I am dszzled by the splosb of a person im Furope who oan spest sonfidently
of the faturel The Signora aends the invalid a great deal of food, include
ing heart; breakfasts, sueh as sre uniknown in thls house. 3he is rather a
erank, has soms sort of = gadget shs lulplll; over a siek person to discover
the cause of illness, She tcok the Dottoresss ssida, saying that oftentinmes
thd leyman sees more clesrly than the professicnal, so "I can tell you ths



the Signorina haff not 7.B., the troudble is in her meck, perhaps gancer|™
Apparently the whole household is of her opinion and there is no morse

talk of a Smadteriume.
Degember 15th, 1943

iver since tiae peril of German ocoupstion came near, we have kept
the front dcor closefl gnd loeked (front doors here ars big and thick,
ebout 12 fest high snd wrohed nnd suggest those of & fortress), lest the
glories within should ha geen, 4l1 emter by the service door. 1 Tsel
well protected when the door elsngs =pd T faney the Arawhridsge ls drawn
up tco. The mervies door 1s shout 50 feet further down the astrest, but
1t is Just & hole in the wall, opening on a poky pascage which leads to
the kitohsn. About Thanksgiving time two Uerumn officers osme %o ask for
sleven deds for Garmans, They, instesd of being taken to our dignified
salon, were kept standing in the smiry, dsrk and none_too clean. (The
four servants sre cevermorkedl) while the Proprietor used his wiles ou them:
the houss wee full as an egg = refugees, svuouds, bomhed outs, cld peaple
with senile Jemantis down toc s baby of twoe, born in e concenmitration oump
in Avyeeinie; then followed compliments on theilr Tteliun; he was a prisoner
ef war in the lust unplesssntness, etc, ste., Well, the Lion fighting fTor
hie eubs won out and thay went sway mever to return. We all extelled him
toths skiea. We cre panic=striken at the thought of lesving, as it 1s so
herd to find s place.s I finally pulled myself togather and faced facts:
that probably thers was always Tvom at the top »~ I'd find a roof somewhere.
But of course there 1s constant danger = we live Adangeroualy, It 1s taking
it out of the proprietor, slas! He looks old and drawn.

Ths other dsy = 10th « when I was feeling pesoeful enough, in cume
Signora Avitabile with u dudget of bad news: Ghurehill had pneumonia; we
wers in danger of beling turmed out; a trisl of polsonous ges was being
made; Innsbruek, that besutiful 1ittle ecity, hed been bombed.



=
Agsin this week the Avitabile have lent me their radic so I had the

plessurs (?) of hearing that we hsd scsresly budged on the bay of Gaeta
since Novembar 10th. Many were the rumors of being lidsrated before

t but hear less ¢f them now
¢hriotuas, but we . Desonber 2000, $963

hen I was writing in the lsat letter of our great front door being
elosed dey as wsll en night, =t that very time 1t was opened because the
Puchessa A1 Lente dells Rovere, an American, could no longer estsnd using
the service door sad having her friend krs. Helson Gay come to see her in
that way! 48 the Proprietor apparently has no use for eithsr of thea and
says he'd be glod to have the Duchesse go (she 15 no end of a nuisance
with neo eeprit fe eorps; she refused to give up her ratiom csrds to him,
as the rest of us do so that he csn plan for us all together); after all
this I wae surprissd to hesr that he'd yielded to her reiterated demands.
Weall, the very fday mnfter the floor was opened, in eosme some UYsrman
officisls, askXed tn =ee the whole dowmataelrs, prnncuﬁunﬂ it much nicer
than the other pansions =nd wented to duy it. (Peper money 1s planty).
Astorr from Germary wers coming %o entartein the wounnded and this would
bs Just the place for them Tor two months., You esn imsgine the flutter
in the dovecotsl We herdly slspt till it nnﬂhq!gldfd. Tha Proprieter

gained snosher vietory, :
Decembar 26th, 1943

& nige Dresent from the Propristor wes having hot water on Christmasl
We cen always have pitehers of 1t brought to our rooms (boiling, too)
but it has to De painfally lugged by the ovar-worked servanta.
On Christmas Eve, Christmas dey, and the 20th small towns sbout us
were bombsds We hud the alurm, On Christuas Hve it ceme Just as the
Pope was brosdessting, I em sgin it,
Some more VYarman Qfficers came t¢ say we'd have to take six Germans

* night. They put three beds in sach of Wwo rooms in the snnex. The




goldiers do not eat here snd use the back stalrs and kitehan sentrance, so
we see nothing of them, They go tc the Constantine for mesls, much to the
disgust of Barcmessa Cors who sits mear them in the dining room.

Ons night after eleven I was Just goatting into bed when some of them
opened the door into our hall from the amnex, The houss was alluabed,

80 thsy bagen to halloo to get smome attention. I was rether frightemed.
ﬁaﬁn' the propyristor, the mau, the malds appeared. It seemed that two
soldiers who bed spent the night bafore hars und hed gons away, ulle
expectedly ceame back %o find thelr beds oeocupied. They wers put in s
maid's room after wild hustling, sov s hafl eight that night,

At the Constaatine esch Germen scldier hus 1/2 1lb. of butter, and
good butter not the ramelid stuff wealve Theen having.

Hore's to a Happy Wew Yenr to you nll, my desxs, .

I shall be thinking of you aa evsr,

January nd, 1344

There wae much moise here on new Year's AEve, 1t sounded like
cannonsding, JFrobably 1t wes our Masters ocelebrating. Iy the way, am
Ameriosn wowen suid to the Baroness Cora: "He are = lot better off since
the Cermsne came, con't you think go?" IThe Baroness geve a hearty negative
and the other eomtinued: "But don®t you think Hitler is & wonderful want®
That makes my blood bBoill Alas; there seem to be more such Americans than
those of our sort.

In this house we hsd e wild eslefretion. They put up & screen in the
dining room for moeving pictures asnfl the Signera Il3c showed thoss she had
taken in Itsly, very desutiful they say. Then she showed piotures of her
Villa near Viemne, s princely domein, 3She hed to sell it when the war
came, or rather "give 1t ey for only 81350,000." They moved to Spalsto
and lived in her husband's palesce, Thaet has besn bombed. Signora Heimler
- Tolt me about the plotures sni edded, "I eould searcely emjoy them, Knowing



what pleasure it would have given you to see them." Signera n,i'u did ut
etay down to the midnight supper but gathering her sons and Signorina D
(the T.B.) took them up to femst in her roor saying "those people are not
out sorte” Little Mles D must have been bewildered,

How 1 should like to be wil:Ing you Happy New Year and what is moxe,
geeing how you all srel TYou must find 14 pretty irksome met to bte adble to
move sbouts Here 1% ls almosd imposaible: a men hes arrived from Rome,
25 hours on the way insteoed of 41 Ha sald tihere was constant excitement
and sheoting in Rome, HEioycles are no longer allowed, beomuse ths
"Communlsts" woald ride mlongside a bus and shoct the Germens in 1t How
business esn de earrisd on without Dbikes, I don't ow,

Januery 9ih, 1944,

Signor Leoni hes paid D00 lire for 34 echili of salt. By great good
luck he mapaged to wangle 100 ehili of oraungen = from the Germans, (They
were gseryved us & dogen times, I think,)

Barly in the afternocom e camion and trailsr drove up to the little
00el and cement depot oppoailt and & German officer, boseing a dogzen
Itelians, took off seocks of oament, Waan't I raviag?

Just received a notlice te pay my radic tax., Wiat lrony slnce the
Powers thatl Be lifted it over two monthm agol! T Had €0 pay 1§,toe,

On the 15th and 1l4th bombs were thrown near the Axcelsior and the
station, Jt was said s fasclat wen ¥illed and two Germans wounded. We
are nov punished Yy having ths cur.rﬂ at 7 instesd of 11; patted on the
hesd by the “"Eazione™ for previous good behavicre

On the 17%h at § A.¥, » Red Cross ambalence oamwe tottake Signora 1141!
to the hospltal with a myeterious disemse vwhioh proved %o be %ypaoid,
temperature 41° (103). On the 18th in the evening there was an inglo=

meriean air ruid in the outskirts of Florsnce, I sew great flarss from
window, alwost like Chiness lanterns hanging in the sky.

——



January 29th, 1944
The hospitel st Careggl has been taeken over by the Germans.
Peying patients can stay where they ars, but the poor have %o be crowded
into one werd with one W.C., end one wesh bowl for 30. persons. To move to
their new gquarters they hsd to go down two flighis of stairs and uptwo
othsrs. (elevator not running) The scens of removel was pandemoniuvm One
patient who was going home Tainted ou the gtairs and remained thers ten
winutes while Germers were going up and down and a dootor was trying to
get hig praciows persphemslia down gteirs wrapped in s sheet., Foor
Doetor Florenee waes s0 tired she could not sleep thet night.
Of courns we'rs warried for feexr they'll take this housa, Signor
Leonl osre in last evening %0 ssy the muthorities had telephoned all
pensions yesterday asking number of rooms, salons, ¢ tce He hed appealed
%0 his frieni to persusle them thet they'd better taZe over big hetels
whers the gusstip were tisnsienis amd ablesbodied, rlth;r then small places
full of the 012 and sick who'd have to be taken cere of some plance anyhow,
This house is elweyas fall up; elweys aix beds taken by Germens, (privates
or sevgeants) who change every night. Usually they do not hauve their
mesls hers, bat oevcaslonslily they do, when they are served im their rooms,
We've not hed mest since the 23rd, No one is emtitled te it more
then once a week, but wa, shamsless lot that we are (in hotels and pensions)
have had 1t twies e day. We begin to hear the footfalle aof the wolf.
I've instigeted irmids to begin a desparate hunt for floar, rice, lard
for herself, iy windfall comes in hindy. I% seerma a topay = tuarvy
world whers nmonsy means little,
in English plame dropped a bomb on Sen Cervasio, in the outekiris
of Florence on an eupty field, where people hnd gone for safety; 20 ware
killed. It is thought thet the pillot wae trying to go home and could mot
rise until he rid himself of a bombj that he considered the open space a

-
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good place to lat 1t go without hurting anycne. The first olarionet

player of the orchestra was smony the killed with his fether, wife and
childe A boy of slx surviad, Themistools Pance, Tha slarms keep on,
somatimas three s day, though Florence itself has not been bombed. "They
say ™ it 1e s» open city. For thres days wes dld not hesr the sirens,
yet Anglosinarican planes want over, At last I saw them wall from my
window about 2 pem. in formations of 4 going eamt, very hight one of
the most depresalng sigits I ever saw: their steady unswerving advance
{ they might hsve besn dots im the sky sc stable and even statlionary
they sesmed to be) exemplified the might of men « a force as irresisi-~
ible ss the tides of ihe sen or processionns of ants. 4 orushing, overs
powering force thet doninstes & world I shall be glad to lesve. At

least I fesl so sometimes!
January 30th, 1944

Aslly hes taken to te lungcent amusament of resding bound volures
of Hunsey'a over thirty yesrs old. ©She finds them in the house lidrsxy
and passes them on to ws., After = dose you feel as if Tull of anipas
end suails sud little dogs' telils.

Oue article on medieine and surgzery in the U.5. she thought Just
the thing for the young doetor. "If she's golng to Americad after the
war, 1t will be alce for her to know what wn'rn-ﬁunc there.” (It was
written before the doctor was borm.) I tried to dissusde her but in
vain. It emdsd in our heving s rasl qusrrel ovar it., Of course, I
wanted to prevent her from being e ligure of fuw as well gn frow
pestering the ovarworked doetor, but aleo, 1'1l have %o confenn, 1 wan
not sorry to interrupt e violent intimsoy. When I first asame %o tle
house she considersd me anl my room Teir game, then there arose a cools
ness, partly beesnss of our differsnt polities. In two years, perhaps,
‘e never visited me, Frobebly she ccusiderdd 1t bad policy to be

jrrrndl:r with an anti=fascist. It waa during thet periocd thst in the
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garden om a Fourth of July she said with olenched teeth "I could denocunce

youl"™ (for listening to the inglish redio). Thers wes s glint o# almost

¢f medness in her eye and I was afraid of her. i;{ifé{m{'ﬁi fi*j
Wow I am in high favor but I can't stsnd her rurningsin, which L

sonatinces lnntj an hour, filled not with conversation (you can never pronte

convnrse with har), hat with & momologue to whleh you have to gilve une

blinking sttention, T somstires interlsrd 14 with flippasnt remsrks which

she does not near, as for exsnplei

iveBe "I om much lorger=minded than you; I am net influenced hy patriotiar;

] am just, I stacd above nll pecples.”

F. "A wonderful women"

AsBs "I look down on sll, =ll sre squsl to me,"

F. ™ou must he Goc himeelfl,."

AsB., "I mes more pecple than you, but you know more sbout them,"”

Fo "Meaver gtop tslking t¢ listen,” :

4.Be "I kmow newa®

Fe "Of ycour grandfutner.”

A.B. "You Xuow gossip. You get the dlsoriminction?”

After this and s winute déseristion of an gperation for appendiieitis, she

expects to be urged ile¢ cit in ny sumsalans for anm hour longer, &She iz to

ke pitied, OCne of those oetsgensriyna who esnnot forget the glories of

half a century egc. Sia quaened it, or fancied she 214, in her drawing

roor irn Caire, her husband = delightful Italisn, a rising young man taken

in hand %y Lord Crower., Uha sang gnd her nusdand playsd her sccompanis

mentss, From a handoome womem in that positiom with great splomb and &

ready Irish wit, monelogues might go Aown or perhaps she had lass time for

them, 11“e wan fluld; now i%'s ocongenled in ihis one form,



Ve d
Februsry lst, 1944.

There was a fire in the Riccardi %op floor., According to the "Naziomas"
it eaught from a cigarette studb, dut the peopls think it was an attack on
Hanganliello, who is Chief of Province and holds out there (Prefettura),
Howsvar the artistie glories were not damaged.

; The wounded ars pouring into Florence, The alerts (27th and 30th)
were peraaps Yo get people off the streets so they mould not see the

Yiotinms of froot bite fronm Busais,
Fabrusry 10th, 1944

T™e Jih was aboul %he worst day we have had, First s borbardment
of the environunents of Florencs, which sounded pretty mesr. The planes
(47%) passed over us, I heerd the moters, but could not ses wany of them;
only 2 squadrons of 5 flylng very high towerds the West or K.ha 4 villa
was struek where the prims donme Line Csvalieri was staying, having lsft
Rome for safety, Jhe pncugs others was killed, =

We hud the axclitement of seeing sgroup of slout 5& S.5., men froum
the i = A., standing or imeeling or the sidewsalk cpposits, cue crouching
in & deorwsy, poicting their rifles at the plunes, flying very low. Bu$
the men did not fire.

In the midst of this, two QGermar Offielals sppesred to consider
~ %aking over this pensior, The Propristor had te show them all the lowne

steirs. They went off, but returmed. KNinally they aaid they'd try to
£ind s smsller 2lace ss thay wanted raoow for only 28 ¢flficers, They did
not ocome baek, Grnce more the Liom /Leoni) has defended his cubs, They -
had Yeen to the Pencior Fesccd and seid 3ignors B, was like n wild beastl!

Bit by fer the worst of the day wae the departure of the Helumlers.
In the six or saven months they have Yesen here, they have made themselves
conspicusus in thi neighborhood, always in the street, frequenting a
'astry shep to consume endless cakes and amusing themselves regardless of
+hn:lr.-t-tu. I ooessionully eautioned the young men not to b so mush

K - — e m—
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in evidsnce. Of course, it ias hard for them to s tay at howme all day,
but even the mother wae alweys on the go, Thelr presence was no small
strain on the pruprietor who was liable to bde shot for lodging Jews. It
showa the solidarity of feeling here that no one informed on them, They
spent mugh time in the lobby, reandy to betske themselves off to the annex
if a stranger eppeared, as they did when ihe Juscists cene to confiscate
my radio! They fimally rented a flat mearby end were moving in, whem
some inguiries were made about them, whieh turmed their blood to water.
In a few hours they were off, to Home they esid, dut 1t was in the Milen
station that somecns from here sew them,

The elder son coms 1o ny Adpor weeping to kise py hend in farewell,
Then esma hig wi®s end Yrother hoth quite composed. They bede eseh othar
&o00d bye in wmy room, a8 ths fanlly was travelling in two or three groups.
Thua we werc relieved of the six Heimlers; thelr nial;t reluntives and
friends lelft the next day. (After some wesks we heard through unders
ground channels thnt the whole pariy hal safely croased the frontier
in$o Switgerland, OSoms Arerican Acsoolation passed many Jewa ucrons,
gaining over the gauards at the fromtler g% & price! The rich had %o
pay the syes out of their head but the ndoor went for nothing.)

Fedruary lyth, lis+
Eaoh day has 1ts new worry, which we survice and hy the next dawn,

have forgotten. One night the OGermens left two grent trucks in fromt

big darrels) of gasoliue, In fear a hand bomd would e thrown st them,
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of the house, right under nmy window. Bech hed twenty greet cams (like \
e

three guards were posted at each end of the blook, and two seross the
waye We kmew nothing of all this till the early morrirng when one of
the guards ecame Lo the service door begging to come in and get warm;
't happened to be the coldeat night of the winter. Signor Leoni seid .

n sd been aware of our daagerous plight, he'd not have slept a winkt
b



I think that was the day our wood gave out, partly bhecanse he'd 115111:;
we 414 not nmeed much more this year witih fifty boarders than lsst year
with eight! Also dur primsdonna has burned over 100 ehili some days
unrestreined, Well, once agaln the Propristor 41d the impossibls and found
woond, so a2ll1 is serene in that respeet,
We! & auurnnly taken a long bresth when the i.4, bomhed Proto agaim,
s ;aw: to the morth, lecving womenm snd children desd in the streets. Then
yecterday waa snnounced, so thsy snid, by the English radio, s bombardment
of Florence hetweon 1)l end 2. A48 the bombardmeat of the environs had been
similarly snnounced (or so it was said) I took thils ruther seriously and
got my things togethexy, put on my cosnt and hat ..and nothing haprenedl!
Febtruary 21st, 1944
No hope of ever mesing Lujunice agsin. The radioc seis colleotsd at
the Couniigarimt of 3.i.%., were removed to the Prefstlurs from where they
were ieken to Gernany. :
We've hsd twe Austrlsns mixed iz with the Germans. One night thay
discoverei that the room next them had heen veonted and mnde nigns to the
meid that they wanted their heds out there, ssyineg, "Viemna;" they were

fed up with the other,
Kereh Jth, 1944

Ten people left so we Have bre-*hing space. .-,-.'nulny tae ?ruprlitar
took on a wedding breakfast of 235 covers. .3 the few servents cannot
begin to give um good service, 1t mesnt that for thet dey I had no Presks
fast, no newapsper gnd 4id my room rrself, Weyvwere trested to some little
oakes like very roor cookles,

The police suddenly descended on Mrs., Swarte adout the middle of
Febdruary and teld her she must leave in iwo hours' time. Jhe is sn
American, a hanlsome buxom blonde, rendred doubly conapiocuous by her
Bcston terrisr and her darkey Mammy, the only one in Florence. The

rasnce of such s blooming person here where J&l Aeds under TO were



ordered to depart hes been o mystar, axplained by her being p?ﬁflﬁiiﬁsif
the Chureh in the person of a Monsignore, Now that the Church is not in
high favour in Fesolst cireles, T supprose they decided to send her paoking,
dhe and the darkey were sensrated, which seems pure Aeviliry. One is

sald to be ia Regglo Emilis., I should feel more sympathy for their

plight if J did net knew that Nres, Swartz was a stsudnch pro Germsn,

even roported to be wearing a button bearing the legend "God curse iﬁl

Bnglish,"
Eareh ld4th, 1344

on the morming of the I1th Florencsk hed an air reaid. The bombs
weres simed at the railway and, on the whole, well aimed though many were
the casualties. IV is ssid that Germany had collected 200 hig sngines
here. Wall, only 47 were intsot saf¥ar the rald; slso some sort of atation
at Rifredl was put oant of action., Unfortunately = ;abr hospital was hit
end the great hospital at Ceregel s litile dmamssed. Our little Deottoressa
was xtanding in the Acor of the hospltinl wetching the planes go over.
They flew so low that the doctor with her saw & bvomd being unhonked and
shouted for her to @o ime The conounslon threw her on the floor and she
8lid along almost to the door lesdinsg down to the shelter. 3ne went down
for s fow minutes to get her breath, then went up to see Pﬂr_]lti.-‘.&;
~ _all but four had gone to the sheller. Of the four, one wass under his
bed and three in the docorwsy. dShe made ther ss comfortable ar possible
and went on to the others.

That wes the firat wave of boubing, the sscond wee nearer us, abdbout
helf o mile away; the noise was terrific and the window shook se that I
knew I numst open 14, my Imeea also shook o that it wes difficult to get
thers, and fearful to think of opeming it, but I 414, VWe heard the planes
over us and people seross the sireet could see them, but I could not.
 {Alzo, I was 1n the midst of my moruing tollet and hud mislaid the towel!'
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The paper gives the numbsr of desths st J4= 20 were i the Villa

Flora, ineluding 3 nurses, the janltor and cook.
Mareh 1lbth, 1944

Mollis Arogen 18 s dear Irish girl, one of %en brothers =nd sisters,
soms of whom atill live in their place in the country in Ireland with
their wmother who 1s hsle and hearty at 80, MNollle harself has been in
Florence Tor 30 years giving lesscns in Jinglish conversation and ine
eidentally making friendls with all soxrts of people. Jolly anf good
eompany, she 1o one of thoee gelfless persons to whom 1t is aatural %o
be doing for others; bBaglish prisonsrs, who have escnpsd, Jews in hiding
find a friend in her; =he lends her stove to a voor hoy who has rheumstie
fever, meken = ries pudding for snother unfortunate. Probelly her
devotion is not unknown to the police, for she told me how one cold
midnight two or three gewe to her flat to scouse her of signelling with
& lamp to someons across *he irne, 3he lives on the top floor of an eld
Palace by the Ponte Vecanlo whose foundationms go down into the river,
She hsd to show the police all over her domain, but they found mothing
ineriminating.

ohe eallad on me one day in Februsry,promising to come agein the
firset Sundeay in Mareh. BShe 414 not tury up, but as it wes s cold
blustery day, I wasn't disturbed about her, Howaver whiﬁ she Teiled 4o
appeer o1 the sseond 3Jundsy T was worried, srmide's sore foot prevented
her from starting a sesreh, I tried %o #ir up Florence ivitebile but
1 ecould see she thought I wne unressonuhle, Finelly she did get lils=
B's plece by telephorne sné ves answered in erypiiec words by the lendl.dy,
who consented to receive her next dsy, but whem F. went thers ghe could
not get in, By this time the ivit, snl J wers most anxious. I tried
to remember the naze of sequeintances Eiss B, had wentioned. The only
"ne I could reesll (except ¥iss Forde, who could be of no use to us
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Signora Ilic, the mother of the three boys here who had typhoid and
then broneo=pneumonia and was given ap by the dootors, surprised them by
recovering, ©8he has been convalescing et a nursing home "Villas Flora"
necr the tracks, Aifter the first wawe her soms had %elephoned the Villa
Flora and all was well, Then 3ignor Leoni went up on the roof and came
dawvn to tell the hoys that it looked a=s 4f thet region had teen hit. The
oldeat (17, he leoke like King Peter) went up te the pluce end saw it
was almost all destroyed. Instesd of rushing arocund to see his mothar's
window or trying to get in, he coame baok to town to the Eotel Excelsior
and told a German officer there that his mother wes in = villa that hed
bean hit, to come end help., Then he bought calming medicines to give teo.
his brothere in cace thelr mothar ware killed!!! On the way hack to the
villa he met a German offieer in a little auto and told him to stop. "Take
me to the Ville Flors,"™ We 434 so. Only then he ﬂi;upvlrad that T
about the only room not Aestroyed was his mother®s|( She had left her
bed snd wes sitting in ar armchair by the window in nightgown and wrappar
when the door mnd sther dedris were blasted onto the hed! The helpsrs
found her aud took each = leg ard carried her out, (sne sald ashe waa
entirely exposed) and 4duamped her on » ruin. Then her =on brought her
Bome 3n ihe dernan autor T REnJast ReAPE PFoE Gur wall Thev SheTila
Flora wus dentroyed, whan I looked out of the window snd sew the 5ignors
oconming inl TYou ecan imagine the exeitement and Joy here, 3She saild she
kunew mow she would not die.
Unfortunately nwany pantientsz 4m the villes did die. The doetor wes
¢ sught under the ruins where he law between two bodies for eight hours,
" dtes consolous snd hearing sll the commenis of the diggers=. Our doctor
< ve him oxygen and helped all she could and kept the men working till
«1" past eight pem. when thay got him out, At midnight he died, leaving
‘Ys and two bables.

e
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being in Fiesole) was Meogkssa Vivisni, We found threes of that name in

the telephone btock apd hed the gool fortune *s shoose ths right one, who
lives in a fine palace in the Vis Tornabuorni. #, hes 6z21led os her and
she has confirmed our fenrs: “cllim is in srison, A friend tskes ior
food every noon, hee teen foing o sines simost the first day, Meiroh 4th.
Armidea is now able to tuke veckzges of Tood wup ma.:*.y fiighta of steirs to
the friend wio occomsionnlly wemw 0ollie pmd Linds out what she neasds
most, Ohe osn ect but 11t tle of the prison feve, but has firm friends
who lavish zifts unon her, many of whieh she pusses om te Ler fellow
sufferers, Soweune gives her s bottle of resl milk every day! Yo one
knows of wast siae ia zocuszed or how long her Adursance will last, We live
in dresd for har,.

A bit of goerlpy about the Merchasa Viviani, Jier wother vas the
mistrase of Xins "=tertc and sha is hie dsuzhter. fle left a considershle
property Lo ither In ‘he vie Tormsburmi, She married ;111 ard har
dsughter, & besaty, is the wife of a Viseonti di “wirepe of ilen.

Mereh 17t%h, 1944

Tis has been ubout our worst weak, ssidsned by the reid of the
11%*h, Ve h:ve Lean withount ges for three dsys end eut of wood; now we
have gus sgain gaud o grent truck of wood hes eome, 1 2ad sxisted with
piue cones -..nd coke, wern @nough wiilst I was Denfing -over then emf .
blowing ther. 0Cf course T hud amothsr eold in the hesd, dut not s serious
one.

Blegeles sra not sllowaed in town sinea nﬁ mony fusedists have besn
killsd by men on wheals. A the bdicyele ie the most conmon way of
getting adout, it upsets evarhody, mere or less. The Sermans have taken
all the taxis., Ourfem 1is «f 4, ¥We rre gtill pretty wsll mourished in
this house sz ghown hy the cst's hWringing forth four very lively
kittens ~ in the linen eolonet.

Pid I tell you thet I had & Red Crops messsge from the Jemes
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Otisss, written Mngust '477 Only 19 wonthe on the way! They sesemed %o

Ye Dourishlng, deth ovar U0 now., Sothlng Irem "ucreon Or frandena.
dareh 20th, 1344

On the 23rd we had suother rsid, Ther sined st the Canmpo di Hwrte
(Fi8ld of Mars) tue other alde of the tgwn. ZThey are sald %0 have
destroyed 100 buildings, bdedly dsmegsd, 0, slightly damaged batween 209
and 300 Some were villss, sone lLisuses of %he J0or, some modern sparts
ment Bulldings.

ne nolss hsre was not mobail ms on the 1lti Tut Yed enough. 1I've
not hasrd whether sny wmilitary edjective were hit. There wes a wind,
-'lh.lﬂh ought Yo have made then stey et home. On Shét dey and the one
befors Cour Llugortant eitios, notsd for their srt tressurees were bombed,
Florenes, Bologna, Veronz and Paldus.

But s 8811l crueler thing heprensd: JO boys who hed not enrelled
for the new rusclsi arny vwere stood un in line and'uha‘t. the oldest 2).
They ssy the wen who were ordered to shoot them, Tefassd en? fluelly the
militie d4d4 4%, The boys were not ever sllowed to mee their parenta to
88y good bdyse. Then the Germmn gennand=nt irxterfarsed snd uﬁlﬂ ne nore
men were to be shot = that they were not traitors.

April &th, 154

“The If‘!".lc Neve <11 1674 us, for a placa off the Yizle “iohalangelo,
gort of g pension whera Serman nursez stay, The cook is m good one
and ax the Illie duy greet cusntities of food, they now san get it
eooked fer thern instesd of museing an thelr rooms as they did here,.
Our porticms sre hardly encugh for n robust parson. The three boys,
when their zmother laft for ithe hospitanl, cooked Lor themaslves aut odd
times sll dsy #nd smesrsd jam over evarything. However, 1 sm vary sarxy
to maave such a pletarsaque family leave, If you could have sesen their
buggege! The van for part of 1t stood under my window mo I am not to



blsme if 1 saw 1t, It was a blg one snd ruil of the biggest, lnnii;;
trungis: I 4% ever esw in my life. I presume auuu; were J0 ysars old. One
fell the whole length of the stairwsy. I saffered us much as during a

e reid, for I thought it wns a person and thst he'd he rilled. B5he 15 sn
aristoerstio Viennese and hud s gorgeous plece there (24 roons); her
husbund wus 8 Slaviend hed & beautifcl cestle at 3paluto which has besenm
boubed, Nd 1 tell you she ‘lll!?ld in satrology? Uhe horosoopes of the
twins were so different that she was nuzsled, but ashe decided that the

15 minutes delween tihedr birtis sccounted for it. "IThere ia ulung:
sptisfeclion™ gue told Florence, "in dlscovering s scientifie trutn,”

dhere she Las gone 10 therse ls a dootor who kisses her Lond E0 she Teela

in her elament,
april ath, 1944

Jaet night the evenlng Lflreworke were mach nearar us thaz ususlly.
Hend bombs conldl guns went c2f in our street and one seemed just under my
windowe 1t wes ternxific ard I retired towsrds my bethroom in fright
though I wented %o lcoix oute When I did open the window two minutes
ister the street luy deserted snd e¢als in the moonlight. They say the
rabuls md rejuclicsms were having = street fight much sa every night.

I went out into the hall to hesr whet pecple vers saying in the
lobbys Up osme L.Be wn’ T msked Lex shont dte OkLe explained 1o me th;t e
the Fasolpts and Antieisseists 434 wot like esch oiber ans she guessed
they wers fightimgl Jarisx carme yesterday snud gave me = pisce of a loaf
of bresd given her by her amplorar. Tae Lflirst time I ever ate rye
breed with guate.

At the ocoruer of the i.4s stands ma guard with a rifle, dey and
uight; snmother i1s poated at the other cormer, they ssy, decsuse the
boedles of two of the Gerwans who live in the Ad.de were foand in the

Arno aftsr dDeing ahot,
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woril 15th, 194

We hed a lovely Baster dinaer, ¥aver h:ve 1 eaten more delicious
rosst ehicken or better ccoked. The jJelly roll (s grest trest) left
something %o be desired. EHowever we had to have sever:l lean flays

tefors and after our feaskt.
:0ril 20th, 1344

Thes goose hange high with e b oopy izsue of Miae %rogen's afflietioen,
her 1liheration sné return home, War “irst vesk irn prison wes spent in

& Poom with aommon malefsators, OShe met & girl, voung snid Treshe

e s PEERINE, Whe MR KATVRAHEF PIEed Th T 00 1 e metwormtetes 210

ebortionss After that she wee put in with politlesl priseners, nany
olierming wowen, A 1ittle sun cams into the roorm gshe shared with five
othars, She Nad o bed (inhebited) und nothing else, The Asys weus
spont iu conversstion; 4t wes ell they had teo Ao, _Shu waz thiere alx
weeks » Wur, 4th to APr. 1D0th = hed the luaxury once of n Yath! JFisanse
$0 sey she is in pretty good hemlth., OF cours~ past Rapry te be at
homwes Ihe gosw every dsy to the rrison o tuke food to the friends she
laft thera, For the presant ghe will net 20 to see her iEnglish =nd
Anordosn friends, out of regurd for thems She never wes %t0ld why she

was in prison; pever hsf? 2 trial,
Mry Iat, 1944

1bsut *he middle of E.:*rilli.'-hq 'u’al-h.r_lui-;n p:mfur went down to m-

There 1o no comuniecstion by trnin, 20 he took a huse 4 man on topd
watched cut for planes end when he saw any, the bus stesped an? the
passengsre ran for shelter, if sny. They saw wrecks of saton =1l the
way; the one deforshis was hit wnd the ome sfter, dut his zot throughe

Home was sed #omi the rich giving all they heve for fond. Whet
the peoor do can be imeglinedl

But even worse is Sthe condition politiesmllys A8 m reprisel for
the killirns of Gerwwmr Officlels, the mathorities take eitizens at
random on the street, lead them te the pyramid of Ceatius and shoot

& e
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Twems No motice 1s given their femilies. 4 man simply disappesrs and no

ome knows what has become of him. An umderte¥er told the pastor thst he
alone hsd about tem Yodler a day brought him naked and unifentified. Fyom
the hands he Xmew they were in higher walks of 1life, at least net masmual
workers,.

We've had lovely spring weather, sometimes quite hot in the mun. I've
Telt mome daye ue If it vera the Fourth of July, there's besen an noliday
air of llilﬂrilinﬂﬁujpanplﬂ standing around looking up to see the plenes
Paés ovaer, while in the distancve manti-alr gune and hand tomwbs suggeated
mnlnoéh‘}ira urﬁﬁh;;a. . . -

One day I did not go tosthe window when I first heerd the pLanes and
by the time I got there, they head prsmsed, but ned left s desutiful pattera
on the deep bLlue sky, of walte vapor like ridbbons, some straight, 20me
unialating, almozt 1lika letter S'a, They extandad dver parhsps J0° uf
the veull, shile 1 was loo¥king, along oame 77 nlane= iﬂ!n; in the sanme
direction, Those blsck upscks a sirat the sky pursulng s» amdeviating
path renindfme of tie procsssicns of ants that us»d te psuz through my

rooms aux Vallargues fron the gardan 1¢ the corridor = & menaese, ine

evitable, inersficable.
May 24nd, 144 = noom

e ib 30. SE00 AL A DORES 228G T M08 0D 1ged to ley Gown iy pen. Aife.
planes wers suddemly audible over use There were small white elonds wnioh
covered tuem most of the 4ime, #0 I sew none, but im looking for them I
guw s rain of bombs, apperentily on the roof of the inglo=Amerieen hotel =
a wioksl sight. They were noi large, as 1 haf slways ipsgined theam but
amall and numerous. 1 esn't really estimate how usny, pérhasps 20, perhapes
50, It wea all in the flash of an’ eyes I moon reslized that they aid
not hit the hotel but = bullding behind, perhaps the Upera house. Then
game billows of magnifisent dark grey smoke.

We had seversl wevee of bombing: I think three. The next block

— —



(tosards the perk) of the via Montebello became dense with smoke and out
ef it ran wild groteaque figures, thelr ¢lothes and their black heir
white with plaster dust. PFrobalbly meny rsn in silent agony, tut there
ware enoigh voelferoas omes %o glve the lupression of s shrieking mob;
ons girl eapecially howled 1li%e sn animal ss she Tan, turning to look
backs 4 men with his arm sround her tried to oalm her., 4 man on a
bicycle ealled cul: ™ s child le desd in the street;” others spoke of
the d-gd. All this to the mccompuninent of erasiing glesr in our own
huhé;;qqi'ﬁépi ey g g m— euf 1% wes my psopls who drought
it.

Siguoxr Isonil stocd =% cur front door with a bettle of Cognse,
offering & glusa to the noet tottery o0ld ones; ons I ¥aw could herdly
hold the glass she trembled so, But thet was trus of us all, Ny writing
8till showz the effect of the siwek. I stoyed in my Toom but et the
worst dared not pe noar Lhe windor for mpliztera t:r:.flglna sbont, I
wss lnelined to retrent ps far as poseidle into the Yeth vooRl dut I
Tnew that those wallm were the weakest end mignt give sway first if the
house wara hit, Fer g ghently moment 1 stood inm the ecentres of ny room
1ike a steg at bay not kncwing where to lurn.

. Yom w411 apy T wes = Paol mot €0 ge ta the eellaw, hnt T 414 net
fael enunl to thrae flights of steirs (the slactiriec currsnt was shat off,
so the elevator 414 not ran), te the undergroand danpusss, and ahove all
to inununtcriug the hysterics) crowd. 7T wms the only one in the house
who stayed in her room sexcept the poor 1ittle English woman with a
genile dementie.

Soom 1t was over and lhs deoar Dottoressa ceme to see hoy I fared.
¢ tole ner she must never 8o that aguisn, leave her mother to come upstalrs,

for we still ked not ied 4am "dange? pnst™ signsl., Shi and her mothar .
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o n e,

hed nevar gone down before, but this time did it for the sake of s Ddaby.
A 1ittls womam, mot much more thot 20, the wife of an Itslian officer

had come to Flarenes bringing a Doy a year old, to heve another bubr:

which 12 now three weeks old, They room next the A's. Yeaterdsy moraing
she started out with the bBoy, lesving the nurss girl with the bady. When
the bombing commenced she wez nct far from home, but instesd of eoming

back, she want to = shelter, "eantire the nurse girl rushed sereaning
into the 1's voowrs. S2smors Avitabile ashed were wns the dDaby. She'd
lef4 it in the rooms TNo, chs roulén®t go back into the room! Can you

Beat 4%l 50 Mrse ivitabile, ¥ho 48 over sixiy snd frails had 40 bake
the bedby and the crying glirl down inte the basements Of course we
worried for feer the mother wus in dsnger. oShe was worrying asbout the
baby mnd ouwme howe eftsr am hour or two with hysterios!

Pr. Flarence h«d to spend somwe itime tresting Mirs, our maid, who
hed hyntsries snd feintad. Signora Bave and A.Z. ?l;rq in the gardens
¥ras, Bova threw harself in iL.k.'m chest for protsction (accordiing %o
deBs) while splinters fell sll sbout them, Signor Bavs was down town
and hesrd 1t suid that the i.i. hed bean hit, 30 he wes very aaxious,

They were havimg 2 rehearssl in the Cpera house when 1t was strueck,
Some of the singers wre atayirg here, The mother of s young sopranc,

2% the fivet Pombine vushad downstairs and oat the front door, sorsanlings
"py daugher, ay dsughter." In spite of 3ignor Leonis remunstrences til
started off for the opers houss, ¥t wus not very long before the deughtsr
oane down the atraet calling: "Nammal" All the rest hed subsidesd to
the ceallar, so I rnlluﬂ.tn her that her mother hed gons over to look
for bhere Of ocurse she imnedistaly set off again. I wes rsther unessy
for Tesr 1'd dons wrong in sending her into dsngear, Hhnen they Yoth
Tinslly osms howe 1t was & decided rellaf. 1 belisve no cne win ine

Jured in the Opers house., IV ls am old imstitution of Flarence,
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Manms and 1 hesrd "Il Provatore” thers in 1398, Adout 12 yesrs age 1t

was mude over and s wondarful e tage apparstus instalied., It took =0 much
room that the house sxtended up on the via Selfsrino side like & aky=
aoraper; hidsous. #hen I was ut the Comstantine T ewore st it for outting
off the sun and the wview, Just three duwye z;m Berunes s Cors wes hars

and we sgreed what s nuisunce it wes, It rether ressumbles a Tsotory sad
posaidly %the svictors took it for such, or for tae sort of engine repair
,_‘_Iazk_;__&u lu'._'.'q :f‘.fr. Bver since the irsciks were bombed on Vereh llih,
the Flora:tines nuve l&lu that thu. whuld ‘be iLhs next ahjﬂativt i:lng

the only one of ite %ind left im Itely. It iz nesr the Purk, not far from
the en’ of Vis Hnuu*oun, our street, 720 metera from us, They zot the

repulr shop yesuterdsy, tut did mot demolish it, s0 we worry Ior fea> the

sgony will be repsaied, Eince 1 have seen their work in ¥lorsnee 1 have
not muceh opinion of the ailming of our alrmen.

Armids lives nesr 1%, ¥We saw notaing of Zer but I knew Me'd de in
¢ shelter, Her miece cnme here twice to enquire stout hewe Fimslly she
turned up, shout lunch time, OStrenge wasa't 4t7 thet we hed 2 good
lunch and not much after the usual houre %Thal shows the stuffl
Forsunuts 1s unde ofe Ihe waiter Gino is terrxilly afrald, bat he worked
~ Yurt the semes Same inm with & trugic fsCée son bDisssel ars ve 140 have
the Fritish phlsgm! Some vonld mot eaty, tut 1 felt a grest veld snd
rte nuloXly, s0 when irmids ormve 1 bmdl little to give har, but pat on
woter to boll an egis MHowever she did mot want it, for Mras. avitedile
eouldn't eat and g=ve armida her lumeh, She was interrupted in the
middle 'ﬁ' snother aslert, tlu third, dut ceve beek to tiniah, She found
her ﬂnt' intaot, exexpt for two drokzn panes =nd dust inehes deep. am
soon ss the sirenm blew after the second slert, in cane Neris, =nd
Frsneesoo to look me up. UYhe Gsldensien pestor ceme for the A's, so ey
seid we'd always huve some ome to dig us oub! <Quite importsnt se



Qiita dwmportEnt—ee Lthe worzmen are erdd %o stcy at 7 ypems no matter huid
spny lie benssth ithe masonry. After « rast 7 uwsnt sbomt four to mit
in the A's belcony. It wes o nae sight. Two honses nesr size ead of
the street, opponit ench other nnd been dsmelished snd m-- buraing.
One was two doore from the Pension Chepman where Frank ¥Ford and Harriet
Stone stopped in 1351, (l'hl uaxt spring Harriat was hack thqn.) The
Gaznbinierl roped off ths street at the aorner by the L.i, and only
residents end workers were nllowed to £0 up. A sousd of 14 with spedes
| ;p:o-ajr:ei G%0ut sz NOUY 22ter the Dombimc: elso Varicus. Bed Dvoes
avlulssces, Till dask there was an sndless proceszicu of people ceYrys=
ing thelr “elongings away, zoma Lew #im anba, one or two with autes,
but mostly witk hend Qertae "“But for the grice of Gpd %therea goes
Framoes 0," 1 kert aaying to myself, <
I wes snxicus %0 Jneow sbout the Censtantine, snd Florence went

over to ee befores sue sie Ner lunch, ohe couldn't resch 1t, but saw
it s%ill stood es well ss& two lhouses next.

It uppesr: that the loss of 1ifs was not great; verhage thirteen.
The day hud its funny side. ascenio was alvaye In the atreet gosticuls
ating and explaining evsantes Y0 sn interestsad sudience, He looked
R S P —— camits”. au

Aboat six I retumed to my room hopimg to rest till dimnnex tine
but in 9ama sji.Bs (For tne mecond or ‘hird tims) and thought 1t an
oppartune moment %o give me the alstory of heih her srandfatherxs!

iny dnd, 194+ = § FP.N,

i was roused from my nep sbgat 3 by the sirem and l.ﬂnlinh
bombings Criminal negligencs on the »ert of the watchers, which mus$
have csustd meny unnevessary casuslties.s At lemst 3 waves of howbing
ensued; then 1 sew 10 plenes going oif towards the south west. Florenee

he came t0 mee me snd then went baek to her mother. We thought it was



oves, but no, tio plenes relurned and zave us vroihar dgse. They had =
hit the works good and plenty snd greast volumes o alwuet dluck smoke
belohed forth at the sud ef ths strest and were carried by the wisd \g
towarde the H.B. back of the bouse, (Yhis eontinued Tor three hours) N
0L courme 1t may burm Zor days. %
In the midet of all irmida appearsd st our front docr. Jhaetd not
had time to gat %o the aholter and was in her own house on the steirmray
. When th: benbing bog]m. Wet teing socvustored vo hearing 14 (in the

shelter ,;.'I:;u Son't henr much she Aas nhw_ulaf.ul; used up. JFinslly 1n a g e
pawna she ran out and got to owur door. The Dootor hail to give her first
aif, Mrs. L. took her to the caller, whers shs rscoversd har cals,

About ) we hed w Tourth slarme ihis time thers was no lelsurly

pmuuuian down the street to ths alhslter; ;rﬂung uﬂ- old tore »s if ?d
for ihelr lives; nothlng whatever leppeped. 1 =st witlh the Ai. on Sheir
Paleony for sa aAour of bliwsiul quist « mo one in sight sxeapt the l}
Gerzen guards befora the A...

Sowe peaple wemt on the roof snd reported firss in four Qiffevent N3 '
spots besides the end of the sirests Campo 43 Marte, Kifreal, Castello ,
and = place to the N.E, of the worka, Also the Pelazee Coxsinl wss }
burneds wheze She. old Pretender.snd bis wifs 1ived for some momthm. 5

¥We heve no water in the house; car =alndas hit, but the rast of \\
the city hes 1t, 20 1% 12 not serious, 1 seex Lo be the only wise & \:‘
virgin, baving Xept water in ny tub = s 1ittle - apd In Tour Viehy i |
bottloa for moxnths in cass of an emergency. ﬂ

Well, we £eel we ¢an slee> tonight. The deed is done and we have z
nothing more to fesre Our rocf was ALt by eplinters in two plaoss and <
six fest of gutter torn away but the nearsst real dsnger was about - ﬁ 3\‘
three or foar hundred feet away, I should sasy = in the via Garibaldl. o

Our newslesler st the sornar hsd his 1little shelter burnt dowa, a



woolen affsir. The house which housss the "Qarro dello Scoppio” was J-7
burnt snd one next to it (im the via del Freto).
Moy 4th, 1344,

we huve heard 07 the tragie death of Mre, Nelson Gay, burned to death
or the top flocx (third) of the lMotel du Pare. (Vip Jolferinc) She wam
very 111, prebably dying,snd couvld not leawve her %ed, She -had sent her
maid outl on sn erxramd. Very likely she 414 not realize what Tsd hsupened
to “eie ‘_;i bhe Pensica nesr irsuk's an 0ld Kussiun whoe was blind was
kilied with Bor ailloudsnite '

aely wont to ihe Croeini Pension (Gorso Regine Blenas) te inquire
sfier » friend tLere, dne focund the door oven snd went in, not meeting
o sonle eone wamlerad over the houmes every door waa opex and dire
confusior roigned in the roomag Plaster fallen, windows brolrer. she
fealt as if in & Sed dresids She finelly found sonesrs who suid her frieond
was aafe, They're ell golns to move tc the Poggio lu;;-nria.le.

The poor pesenle have become so jittary thet yesterdey twice they
rushed down the strest saring that the) plmames were couning, b“tatl that the
girers ware out of order, Im the center of town irmide said the jum was
terrible. She went ‘o the shelter sed stayed en kour! jhen the second -
Pright oesured, 2ianoxr keoad. teleghoved Lo the stitisn wnd found out fh.i
there wna uo slarm; he stool at the dgor shouwiing to the erowd, but many
were not to be gamvinaed.

The raubbish bdafore the Chapwan housss down the alreet still reaches
to the secomd atory, About 150 of the aigger: heve Just maroned by ¢oing
4o lunch, I supposs., The'vr hair matchss their dirt solered uniform.



Kay 5, 1944 ¥

Hslf a dozen or more boarders have left our house for fear of
bombardment, The people on either side are moving out. 1 feel 1t is
locking the door after the horse 1s stolen, for never have we besn so safe.
The dre=ded bombing of the repsir shops 1s over; they are still burning and
e line of wrecked cars reaches up into the Cascine. It will not he essy
to g2t meterisl for repairs. If the sllies come baek for the rltlrand,thut
is further from us: The "peepul"™ say they will come for the hotels, whers
the Germans are, but I guesss we are not so stupid as to think the
German 5.5. soldlers and railrosd men apend their time in their bedrooms.
The finsl bug bear is that they will bomdb the station (though it 18 a
terninel not leading snywhere). "No, but they don't like the siylel"

It is a specimen of that hideous modernism npe#nlur-d by Mussolini.
Mny Tth, 1944

The dlggers have not yet resched the shelter unier the house near
the Chapmen. They have found snother Yody today under the deb¥ris. iscanic
says 0Y workmen falled to answer to the roll orll of the repair shops.

His relatives live mesar the tracks (Ponte alle losse). Their house was
demaged to the extent of about 4000 or 5000 lire, They were immedintely
given demages of 1500 lire. On the opposite side of their street ithe
houses are sl)l in dad condition for 2 (?7) kilometers, many of them dea=
$royed. He thinks there was little loss of life there, as all were
conscious of the danger and went to shelters.

These dsys hundreds or thousands of people flock to the center,
enting out in the Plazze 5. Trinita and under the sroades of the Uffiszi,.
Armida never goes home but rushes sbout. Says she is dead tired. Baronea:
Cors was here, as debomnaire as ever. Whem the bombs struck the theater

she was in her room Getea=cornered from i1t, but her husband sald she mast

&0 down to the cellsr with him and the 5 dogn!



That afterncon someone came from the Du Pare to tell har of Hru.fﬂ
fay's death., She went over at once and wanted to gzo to her room, dut was
not sllowsd to on mecount of the danger. Mrs. Gay she had seen the evening
(Sunday) before, very il11, planning to have snother bleod transfusion on
Tuesfay. She wsnted to live 5 years more. That st 731 Just a few days
before the Parcness had seen her with 15000 lire. No trace of them was
found nor of her Jjewelry. Carbonized like her body or stolen?

Young men with red dbressards (UNFA) are deputed to help the sufferers
from ralds, Miss Pops who has oome hare from the Du Parc says she let
them move her things and thet many were ztolen,

The only csasualty I've hesrd of in thie house im a cut on 3ig.Leoni®s
bald head., He was standing outsids our front door and like Florence i
and me he saw the bombs rain down spparemntly on the A.A. He's always
quick in his movements, and 1t didn't teke him long to get inside. But
all the glass sbove the arched entrance craghed at that very moment. IHe
was fortunate to escape with s slight eut and a headache, The long sslon
of the A.A., (erlled the winter garden) hed a roof and one wall of glass
which 1s wrecked. Ve waere luoky that upstairs no windows were hroken,

It's difficult to get glaeas,

The 4th and teday we've had no slarms = such pesce! But the other

days we've had them, one &ay 5 but no planes have appeared,
May B8th, 1944.

Working night and day 3000 men have repaired the damage done %o
the Campo 44 Marte im 3 days, so that will be attacked again, "However,"
ssid she afflicted with a swelling of the instinct of =elf preservation -
from which many of us suffer, "that is far from us!"

It seems that beside the repair shops was a station of merchandise
and there Just arrived vwas & oarload ol marmalade, flour and other foods.

Saturday night, instesd of glving it over to the stores to be got with



eoupons, they were selling it to the first comer, why, I don't know,.
Such a erowd collected that the carabinieri had to fire (im the air) to
disperss it. We muppose that that was the Jam promised us for !ay. The
butter, too, perhaps. Ro one from here got near enough so that any of

+ stueck to him.

No prospect of water till they have dug under the shelter of the
demolished house snd then repaired the pipes They've tapped a pipe in the
Via Solferino and mede a fountain where everyone goes to fatch a fimschetto
of water, servents and boarders = the younger cnes, I% 1s a blessing
thet irmida, though nearer the acene then we, has water and brings me some

end does some wasning for me,
May 16th, 1944

Yeanterday 1t wams Jjust 2 weeke since the bomhardment and they are
8$111 working ("by the day") in elearing away the debris of the house nsar
the Chapmen., They found 2 more desd yesterday. They were railway men who
in flying from the works took refuge in the doorway of that house,

No knowing when all will be eleared up and they cen hegin to repsir
the water pipe., ZAverytime there is an alert, i.e. several times in a day,
sometimes O, the men throw down their shovels and flee, Of course, we
feel that this part of town 1s now absclutely safe, but the poor people
are like a cow before a railroad train. Ascenio 1s so tired carrying
water for this house that he says he can't stand up streight. He seemed
e little doubtful whether our fate was to be preferred to hhat of having
the house deatroyed! You can imagine supplying 50 people with water, and
you ean imagine, the sanitary condition, Fortunstely it i1s not in Frenecel
Only a very small part of the oity is without water.

0ften 2t night we hear German fighter planes over us. You don't know
how comforting it is, for they never go up if there is = suspicion of
Anglo=Americans in the offing, since we nre a defenseless city. It seenms

these plenes, some of them at least, are csrrying wounded from the seuth



.p merth., We Xnow, becsuse one fell nesr Besto and 1A it were a dozen
wounded = all killed.

After about a yesr in this house, the Duchessa di Lante dglll
Rovers left to go %¢ the Palazzo Rucellai where the Countess (Edith
Bronson) has given her a room. A sad come=down for a woman who brought
her hushend s rillionedollar dot. The soprano and her mother (above me)
got all packed to go yesterday but no trains were running. The Froprieta
or's fiencds left by = orowded hbus,

Not lenz szo the Avitabile were st the stetion and saw msny refugees
from the south waiting for a train to take tham Turther north. Among
them was & young woman with a baby of 10 dsys in her arms and three othrs
at her side, The baby was born after her peregrinationa began. _th'd
got to walt t41l 1 a.m, in the station but was not downorst. Dear Mrs, A
pat a 50 lire bill in her hand, I wented to give something to those who
had been bombed out in our strest; dbut maturally unt'thlnndh Fasciat
chennels, Armida suggested her priest and I had such a nice note from
hir, Armids said he even looked with interest at mome baby clothes 1
hed made, Ko wonder he is dPeloved,

Recently the German Jiigh Command sent some pesople here, They askel
Tosca, the mald, for something to eat. 35She said there was nothing in the
house, that we'd hed re water for days; they decided to look further!
She's as common end pert as they make them; in fact they don't make many
such in Itely, but she has her uses., When a soldier appeared with a
"lady," she told him that she could not go upstaires with him., They pai
no attention to her, so she trotted after and went with thex inteo his
roonm and stayed there till they got tired waiting for her %o so0 and w

avay themselves!
Mey 19th, 1944

Nowadays we have no Germans here. This morning » seldier apreavrcd
who has stayed here quite & while, an Austrian who speske good Ital/ar



He used to sit with the Itallens of an evening, the only one who did.

??auning tﬁruugh our library on his way to the dining room, he had asked
the wniter: "Whet are all these Aknglish books?" Gino wes scared and on
the defensive, "Oh they're all old tooks." "Well, I want to read them!"

This morning he Just came to say howsdo=do and was quite pleased at
the cordiesl reception he got, He said that he was only pasaing through;
thet he could not stey at this house anyhow, as the Germen soldiers were
now in s very restricted srea in Florence snd mot sllowed to sey outside

it. 50 things are looking up.

Flanes flew over towerds the east about noon; I counted 40, We had
a 2 172 hour slert for them end this sftermoon an slert of 1 3/4 hour, so
our digging does not go very fast. They've got down far enough to ses
that the pipe is broken for quite a distance. They promise us water for
the 24thk, but I Adoubt 17 we get 1it, =

All husiness is &t a 2tand still, for the ntnrii elose during an
alert and will not even allow the customers to remsin inside. The tables
in Ifront of the eafé% . are crowded with people caught shopping who are
walting around fox the stores to reopen,

We hear fewer hand hombs in the city. Some nighte the Germans have
walked the streets singing. One 5.3. boy makes day hideous for us by
playing the nccordien on a balcony of the A.A. Somehow we've come to fesl
rather an affectionate regsrd for him,

I have been out every day for a week, even going to see the ruins at
4he end of the street, It was dusk and I could slmost imagine myself in
some of the less interssting parts of the Palatine. There was aven the
hooting of the owl (in the Csscine), "Come snd see Lthe cypresas, hear thc
owl and plod your way over broken steps of thromea and empires.,”

The Chapman still stands but is Just a shell, except for the groi. .
(P /
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June 3rd, 1944
This house is only half full now, thenk fortuns. An amazing arrival
is *het of 3ignora Dumini with her daughter and grandson of 5. Ghe is the
zother ol the supposed marderer of Matteotl, He comen occeasionslly to eall
on his relatives but I have falled %o see him. His slster, they say has
had two husbands, neither of them the father of the boy. He im a terror,
but ha has an engeging grin and if he had any dringing up at all, might be
something. 4is 1t is he muggests no one s0 much as Vussolini, His mother
ie #aid to have shot at M, 80 perhaps was on loving terms with him. Jig.rs
Dumini, stranze to say, is a quiet little o0ld Englishwoman. Her husband
was an artist. |
ANl There's a pulsing in the veins of this o0ld house, Water has
comel on the J4th dey, after meny sn agonizing dissppointment, Gloxry be!
June 5th, 1944
I think of you as following the Italian c¢campaign with hated dreath,
but your interest cannot equal ours, I am scercely able to Tealize that
our troops have entered Home, It seems sudden after all our exp=ctations
ani disappointments, The grest thing to me is that Kome is not damaged.
I have been most pessimistic about that, espscially since F,.D,K., instructeq
the radio amnouncers, to say that every effort would be made to spare 1%,
but of course, If it were destroyed it would he the other fellow's fault,
The prospect looked dark, Now all 18 & blaze of light. I have been
hearing of the great welcome out boys were given, I have even liastened
to the roars of the crowd in Plazza Venezlia and to the bells of St.
Peter's (Vis Londen!).
We suffer no real privaitions in this house, though a robust perscon
must find the table pretty thin; I should, i1f Arnids 4id not boil beetis
or onions or artichokes for me everyday. We've had no potutoes for
months, no butter except 1/3 of a 1b in May, little oil (140 gramsa .
month). We have meat from the Black market every day, very small perfioms,




3¢
asuslly tough. The breal ration is now sufficient for me (200 grams)

out when they increased 1t in April they put in something that tastes
1ike hay, reminiscent of Battle Creek products. Strange %o think that the
ITtulians ere forgetting the tasts of oranges = none for = yesr; no lemons.
Apples we had dnring the winter snd chesinuts; good prumes still; 35 fer
a dollar; tes 1900 lire a kilo, at Uncle Jam's rate of exchhnge 2 0 -

1b; no coffee; littles milk; powdered milk no longer to be found.

Probebly the greatest lack 1s in medicines. Insulin not to be had;
no pure alecohol or wood slcohol. iy old pet Peanbiline I've not had for
three years = and have got along just as well without it! 4 recent blow
is the laok of bioarbomate of sodas That does hit me.

We have enough soap, such as 1% is., %y last cake of pure soap is
almost finished. I've used so much shaving soap that I shall be growing
g beaardl

Ityve just paid 90 lire for a tooth hruh@ !-';._-] My hair brush is
bald, dut I'1) not buy a new one t1ll we can get those of English make.
The rich and the Germans still esnt well. The first thing I'1l ask for
18 bread end milk, They say they're eating white bread in Home,

June 13, 194«

I'm frothing at the mouth becmuse all the BeBsCs gives us is the
invasion, and the invasion and Nermandy and the invesion, Hera after
gix months of wailting the Italisn campaign was Jjust becoming thrilling.
We had one day of glorificstion, then commenced the other and we're given
two ssntences a dey on Itely, Of course 1t's a great thing to have the
sscond fromt, but 1t's reslly our O%h landing, all desoridsd ad msunseanm
by thoae boys who flew or swam there; all Just slugging matches! I am
fed up. Desnr old Steed 11d give Italy a bigger share of his week's $alk
bless himl I knew he would, for he'd want to show off his long

acquaintance with Rome, Nice ocossionslly to have a seasoned man



S peak, none of your eallow youths, I am longing to know all the detsils
s bout Roma. I feel happy all the time th:* she wea apared,

Flovenoce is seething with » subterranssn excitemant. The Germans are
leaving in big batohes every night., Now there's e big dusz walting at the
gide of the A.A. I've @een boys going by apparently bringing home new
sultcases, Some of the girls bdought woodan boxes to take their loot in.
They are common clumsy oreatures whose beauty is not improved by thelr
uniform = n¢ style, They wear little envelope hats perched on top of their
square heads.

One day last week a truck stood in front of the A.Ae loaded with the
furniture of one or two bedrooms: wardrobe, dresser, $able and & big

leathsr arm chair whioch bore & strange resemblance to some in the winter
garden, Finally thers were two little strailght ehairs in which the jaunty
officers geated themselves in the truek and off they went towards the nerth.
Qur “ropriezior was much depressed by this sight. -

To counteract the flight northwards over 400 vehicles pmased through
on their way south. They ssy they were for the H,Goering division whieh
had lost much of its equipment. Gino counted 211 tanks that went out the
Perta Romesna; one hundred trucks were for munitions and anothsr hundred
for other supplies.

Mire the maild wept on nmy shoulder yasterdesy and noe wonder. Her s
mnother lives in the country nssr Grosseto. Her brether of 20 may have
been taken, or may be in hiding, so the mother is probably elone right inm
the track of the srmy, MNaria was here Sundsy consumed with anxiety for
her son. She says there are some good Germans but no good Feselsts,

There must be some Machiavelli's in Floremee to start the rumors
hear constantly, BEvidently they long to see psople running again for
lives when the siren sounds, seo they have circulated the report that
station will be bombed! That tike English have dropped leafleta annroiinci ng
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Over the radioc messages are given such as "Baatrice weepa®™ which they
interpret as a coming bombardment.

But a new affliction struck us twe days sgo = no gas. Owing to the
|2 ok of transport nmo coml can get te Florsnoe; until some doss arrive ths
)nnebitante will have to eat raw food, meny of them, You can't get coal for
Jove or money., Of course thls house iw supplied with wood, dut many in town

nave no place to burm wood even if they had it,
June l4th, 1344

You kmow how I hate those bleck specks high up against the sky,
pursuing their rslentless way? Well, this morning I hed almost = vision
of angels. The planes came over us from the back %o the front of the house
and as I looked out my window to the right I saw them appesring sbeve the
rnar?thu full sun fleshing on them. I gansped st the beauty. They meemed
of ailvar, looked to be deliverers in shining mail., In formatioms of 3,

I counted 34.
June 17th, 1344

The next morning they came about the same time but the sun wasa not
g0 strong snd the planes were higher. They looked as if made of the same
atuff am the wispy white eclouds, or as the moon in her last eighth, towards
which they flew: they seemed spirits.

We are exuberant that the ermy 1s half way to Florence, "When will
they get here?" I give tham till the Fourth, Meantime, the Propristor is
£illing every possible recepticle with water: 400 fiaschl, an o0ld wine kag
he found in the cellsr, an ornamental sort of sarcophagus in the garden,

Onr spirits soar higher and higher, ae the Germans fRee, bus ioad
after bus load., We have a poor Fascist with his fenily in the house snd he
has been trylng for some days to get eway but could not find the means,
They are Sicilians who were bombed out and came te Florences, where they
were sgaln bombed out, very ddesgreeable people. Tonight they sey they'r
goings Good riddance! When I think of the burden the Fasclats have be



- A
to me these last years I, who am only a stranger, and have not suffered
from them, I can understand the vindicstive attitude of the Itelians. With
them 1t is an eye for an eye, & tooth for a teoth. I fear there will be
trouble,

It seems Gino the walter was a goldsmith: hisw father snd he had a
shop employing 15 men., DRecsuse they would not become Fascists thay were
obliged to go out of business. Think of his losing all his skill and his
oraft while he waits on us! For some years he waa a travelling salesmanj -

has bsen all ever Italy and to Vrance,
June 18%h, 1544

Last week, some German officers, 20 of them, went from Florence inte
1he country teo round up cattle to feed their men. They expsct=d to bring
back hundreds and ended up with 30! They took Ivan Ilic as interpreter.

He related his sdvertures to the Avitabile. Besides the Aifficulty ef
taking the animals from the peasents, who used every subterfuge to get out
of giving up their livestock, they wsras circumvented by the "partigiani™
who =eamed to be everywhere and who were well orgsnised. Sometimes they
treated with the snemy and came to an amiocable understanding as to what they
dould take, Once they hed s small battle with e band of them for hslf an
honr or so, throwing hand grenades, It ended with only ons casualty, ‘that
of a cow who had had he® leg broken. S5he had to be killed. The Germans
expectsd to teke her, but the pessents pleaded hard for her and offered teo
pay for her with wine so¢ the Germans finally took the drink instead cf the
meat ;nﬁ departed in peace., They ranged the countryaside z2 far sfield as
Acquapendente driving the animels before them, getting their food and sleep
as thsy could, ususlly welking or driving by nighte When they had colleotet
about 03 cows, by some accident 4) escaped, so they hadl to begin sgain,
They welked the ocowa 40 km, one day, less afterwards, but their hoofs were
worn downj; they wers exhausted and bore the markas of the beatings they had



received. ‘hsy were never milked; the Gormwans Aid not Xnow haw to milk
tham; the peesantas they asked to do so all plesded ignorsnece.

Experienced Gernen poldlers who haf fought in Russia and slsewhere
to0old Ivan that the flercest fighting they had sesn was at MNontecassino.
Both eldes ueed new explosiver more powerful than the previous ones., BEvery
6 (7) hours a tuoe wes made %o bury the dead and earry sway the wounded.
During the intervals the men exchanged cigarettes and chocolate with their
enemiss, The English and Americeans were good fighters but the beat in
the mountain r:glﬁna were the Horeecoans, who fought man to man,

The Germana have lost much meterisl. They are tired of fighting.
A number of them s%ill think ths viotery will be theirs. They heve faith
in the ssoret wespon = the pilotless plane. Nafore July 295, 1943,
Jussolini said that it would ensure victory. During the first dayms after
the lending in Normendy , the %ermams thought 1t wa# only a trial attempt,
not the second frents That may be the reason why trnﬁpn were not aent
sooner: they were holding them back for the resl thing.

The H. Goering divigion rew liveer in three smell housesz, such have
been its losses. These officers that Ivan was with hated that division .

In Russis poison gas has hesn used ©y both sidea, not urtun._hut
osessionally in sms1l angaparwents,

The most ssnsational 1tem he heurd was this: A division wes left
in Roma by the Germans with erders tn defand the c¢ity. But they did what
they had mnevar dons bafore, thay sirply decamped, the whole lot eof them.
Thus 1t was that Hitler spared Rome! and also the Alliesl

To me it aseams almost a procf of the efficacy of prayer. When the
hepd of Christendom anfl his followera unite te pray for one thing, what
may they not secomplish? Fear entefs even into the soul of the intrepid
enemy and he melta away,

They ars castantly stopping young men on the strest and putting



them into trucks = off for Garmany?

Today came the rumour thet we'd be without water after 3 p.n., the
Germens weié golng to take the works to Germany! I've been filling basins,
tumblers, medlcine bottles, Jam pots and vases, though I didan't believe the
rumcur, I c¢an't think they'd4 tell us of this evil design (nor did they).

Juns 237d, 1944

4ll went so swimmingly for 12 days that we saw oursslves welooming
the Americsn boys by the 28th ,only to make sure we have alweys said by the
Fourth of Julye OSevaral Italians have sald to me, stretching out their arn
"This 1s how I shall receive them!™ 2ut now spparently our embraces are
to be nostooned; they've not budged for a week, though the B.B.(. in an off
hand way In the midst of its absorption in Cherbourt every day gives Italy
e santence or two: "The troope are sdvaneing stesdily, though bad weesther
has wede the roads difficult."™ They often toss tha_Itnllnn camnpaign a
bouguet seying it is an important pert of the whole before hurrying on
to Finland.

The Germans have brought some guns up from the front and stationed
them sround ¥lorence (outside the eity) for anti=sir defencs. Now when
the planescome the cannon resrs and we see white patehes of smoke in the
eXy perilously nesr the plenes. The other night 2 or more suddenly took
a downmerd turn and I was terridbly frightened for fear they'd been hit,
ané I rushed inte the Avitadile's room, whers I found Ivan Iliec who =aid
no, but that they'd gone down to escape, sa the guns ceuld not hit theam
when they flew low. He's had lots of experience now struggling along the
country roads, with planes always overhead. He sits on the mudguard of
the car on the look=out for them,

I discovered thst I had ne stomach for air duels after ell.
-June 20th, 1944

We are now put to bed at 10 o'elock, so our masters can heve mors
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time for deviltry, For the last few days and nights we hear frecusnt

detonations, sald fu bs the mines whioh are destrpying nll our feotories,
laboratoriea, ste., Of course that means peauperizing a good part of the
population who will be thrown out of work. They've been siven pay through
August but not snough probably for these rising prinn,. 1t seema the clira
Pigmbine has Just been telken by the imericans who are now only sbout
45 miles from ue, Feople con sesrcely weilt to eee them, Lots of Germans
have laft but etill there gseen to be lmnumsrsbie hosts with us. Yesterday,
Armida said the Cuacine was full of trucke with Oermens, sppsrently for
miles on en?,
Qur house is again full., Qur hearts sank tc¢ sees a family arrive.
The Proprietor hed expected 5 end they turned cut to be 10! No Joke to
find food, The personrel ie far frox sdequste, These new urrivals have
three childrenm to Joim our Pumini wke is equsl to pe I think he mugt be a
son of Mossolini! :
The latest arrivals, ocalled Libori, came from Pistois te¢ be sooner
unfer the Allies than if they remeinsd at Plstoia, Thelr native ecity is,
I belisve, Naples,
Ivan Ilie broke his Toot Jumping off the mudguard when planes
appeared overheald and had to be brought home, much to Lis ﬁhthqr'l relief,
{:ii 5 ﬁEEEE oF EﬁEEEEE July 1st, 1944,
The excitexent increzses as our troops sldvence, Only 7 miles fronm
Slena, now, 37 from us.
Our street, Via Solferino, and the Lungarno are all elosed with wooden
horses et the end towards the Paurk, where the Viale runa thet encircles
the city. They say it is to mark as off as an open eity: fighting must
not teke place inside the barriers.
It 1s a commentery on our teble that the 7,3, has gained about 1)
pounds in G months, even though living in a damp, sunless reom on the



ground floor. She looks a Aifferent person. Of course, the sick have
speoial rations of milk, butter, rice, meat eto.

last night the German soldiers spparently had a banguet at the
Angio Ameriesn hotel, Till after 5 a.m. we heard them singinaz. The dining-
room windews on the via Maontebello were open and lijht streammed out.

I'va heen trying %o decide what we need moe%; perhaps conl, for the
elty hes been 5 weeks without gas, so many have no means of cooking. Good
soep and flour eome a cloze ssecond end third; psrhaps medlieines should come
first. For some time the claaners no longar take olothes for dry eleaning.

July 2nd, 1944

The plot thiekens; sbout 2 a.m, thes Plazza Sganta Waris Novella was
bombarded i,s. ineendiary homhs were dropped on it from the sir. Several
hotals on the ‘annare uwre occupied by the Germens who all escaped. We have
e suspicion that the Job may have heen a cute little trick of the Germans
to make us disliked. ra

A more disturbing development is that Hitler out of hias kxind heart
and love of beauty hss declured Floremce an open eity. We felt safée bafore.
n Yeaterday sand today we have frequent anti=sir firing and ars warnsd
not to g¢ out in the daleonles or sven stand defore the winfow as the
gplinters are dangerous, 4= that is one of the few amusements left to us
we'll probably continue sur upward gazing.

If our $sroope advence as much next weask aa they 4id last week = next
Sunday they'll be practically where they are today. We all feel baffled
and sick at heart, Would that the B.B.C., (our only means of rews) had one
head that we might etrike 4t off! I think there's mot been a day that they
heve not said "the Allies sre advancing rapidly on all the Italian front
from the wes% coast to the Adriatie.,” It is like those raring steeds of
the chariets of the Victor Emanuel =wonument that go so fast and remain in
the same spot! The Germans were counting on our reaching Siena a week 'ago

todayl We mtill hear no end sbout Cherbourg snd not muck less about



Russijls victories, but two off=hand sent;ms salfice 2oz the lislisn -

campaign = proof that there aren't many British with the Amerisans, French,

S0. Afriecans, New Zealanders, Moraceans, Indianas ete., of the illisd armims.
June was <ool 80 we have only 2 momths of heat or possibly © weeks

40 dAread. Now the heat haa come,
vuly srd, 1344

Meny trucks have gone south from hers carrying materisl to the German
front, We are distmrbed by imcense ones with trailers passing through our
once qust street with slmoet the speed sxd noise of a rallwsy train.
Hitler may be short of sme dut his minions don't kitew 1t; they stand for
long helf-houre (it sesmz to me) without shutting down.

- July 7th, 19+4

After the frll of Siena the Germans took 2000 of her ecitizens to
send to dermany. They brought them to Florenes where they were lodged for
3 or 4 nights and days in the Piazge 5. Maria Wovella in the convent
Leopoldine gt the cormer of the Via ¥ossi (where in the loggia is the Luoa
delle Robbia of $t. Francis meeting 3t. DJomenic near that apot),

@Gine's wife comee from near Siena end they had a mesdage thet one of
their relations who hed been kind to them was in the convent. Jhe triesd te
get in te see him dut Iin vain. The mext day Gino took frult snd bread for
hin and hopes it was dellvered, The relative 1s an old men and freil,

Wheat they can get out of him 1s s myetery, but they even took patients out
of hespitals., They were hers three days before the suthorities gave them a
meal, Lasi might they were tuken off towards Bologna, It seema the prigone
ers on & previous truck, with the help of the patricta, overpowered the fomr
Germans in charge end got free, 8o we're hoping these ean do likewilase,

Naturally the Florentines gre in grest fear of haing taken and many
are in hiding.

Many Gerrans have alresdy lsft. Our days snd nights amre hideous with
the nolse of thelr trucka.
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Some months age (in Msrech I think) they took over a grest part of the

¥lorence hospitel at Ceregzi (sbout 2 miles sui). It is a new hullding
with modern installutiona, BEow they have laft 1% and Floremece Avitabile
went to look st her department. OShe foumd thet tﬁa chandeliers or hangs
ing lamps hsd been shot at and ruined; the stationery washstands had all
been broken., Of courdce all the surgiesnl end mediesl apnlisness and supnli
had besan tsken =away. The Germans have a list of the doctors and plan to

take them to Germany.
July Tth, 1944

The dissrder in town is terribtle, mot only ths Carmans take what
they want from the storsas but the Ytaliens Ao, too, “ithout raying. ©Se
most of the mtores have closed,

Livestook looted from the peasants, who dependel om 1t for their
living, has been driven through the city, and outside the Porta Pratq,
They are selling the cattle, 3

Jome frienmdm of thes Aviteblles, naned Zinstein, couasins of tha grezt
sclentist, have a country place a few xiles away (at Treghi). The Germsns
come whenever it plesses them to tuke e snack and to curt awey s few hams
oxr such like, They say they regret doing it = pistol point but thas
avoids all discussion! Their depredations have not ye! mmountsd %o mueh,
but they hinted to the Einsteins thet they hed not yet finished with thems
From s neighber they mtole ten palr of oxen = he csnm no longer work his
farm, Dif 1 tell you that six officers at the Consigli drank 27 bottles

of champagns at their farewsll benquet? A
Jaly 9th, 13+4

The tension grows grester everyday, It is exorueiating to mit
here and know of the horrors going on about us, while the illied army
seems alwost at a standstill. MNost of the ycung men nre in hiding, bat
it 1s hard for them to stay a% home and thelr peothers lesd a life of
misery, for they will skip out oceasionally. The same convent that



“d
housed the people from Siena now houses Florentines who sre to be started

for Germany. TYesterdsy many were rounded up = stona's throw from hare on
the Zorgosnlasanti, - iscunio in eplite of his (3 yasrs was afraid and harrisd
home, JSomeone shouted to TFlorence A."Run™ and she ren for her life, for
they take women, too. (Liks sveryone else she has lost Ler bioycle and

has to foot 1it)

Last evening I saw » truck sterting from the Consigli with people
standing up in it, elinging to one another to ¥eep their bulsnees., 1 thought
it was the poor souls thet have been deported, but they esy it was fasoists
and their familiﬂﬂ-wnn want to escapes north before the inglish come, Early
last week sitting out on the Avitabile's beleony I saw two sutos going
north on the Vie Garibaldi, esch towing s gun, covered with bdbunches of trees
It was the first I had seen. later ira, A, #aw a tiger tank, going south,
elan! BShe #sid it was a terrible thing.

Bvery day we hear thni the German 0fficers =at ;h; Consigll are nbout
to leave, but they're still nere., One evaning we heard more platel shota
than ususl; they wers shooting et the bdats in the garden. Faney! our great
protection from the mosquitoss, But I suprome we ought to be glad thet
they were wasting ammunition. Tast night thay stayed on their terrace
telking and lsaghing 111 the wee ama' hours. However, I must say fhnt
the Carmens have besm -uiet and orderly. It is not till lstely (sfter 10
months of ecoupation) that we have heard thelr volces on the street. ZLatsr
(4t seemsd for hours) there was the sound of grest trucks starting, I
thouzht the officars were laaving, but in the morning (Sundey) thelr radlie
was giving forth a Germen hymn, The trucks were carrying gg;_flnur to
Germeny. let us hops the pstriota intercept them,

They sell some of the livestook they steal. 4Armids was st her
butohar's ysaterday when they drought a grea® pig and sold it for 3OO0
lire (ohean). Now we have megt in plenty, since the farmars prefer %o



alanghter gnd sell their ntoek rather then have 1t stolen.

‘Yesterday ebout 1l s.m. em A.A, plene, s Tighter=bomber, came over
ues ewooplng dowm very low and dropped 2 or ) incendiary bombs on the
brifen nsar us, "Ponte delle Vittoria." It was almost as recking an
sxperience as our bomberdiments of the lst and 2nd of Mey. Half a dozen
were injured, a German killed, but the bridge was not harmed., Two houses
up on our strest were alightly damaged, I think the same ones that wers
damege) bsfore, Tuere wae no salarm, as the Cermans have taken the sirens
away! We're esjecting amother attack, It 1s a bridge they use %o take
sunolies te the front, in fact, Just where Mra, A. saw the tenk,

Todsy the peper tells of the arrest of 4 men, dectors, lawyers, ete.,
who will be held as hostages to be shot if there are any more attacks on
Germans or any aots of ssbotage., Oh, why don't they come! MNaris agrees
with we, thet though we lack so many necessities, and nesd fgod, she'll
not ask for a thing, if she can only be free and not have the terridle
nightnsre hanging cver her, of her boy's being taken and shot.

Tast night we hsd planes over us rather low. Then about # mems I
heard for the firat time, a2 low muffled roar way off on the horizon of
sound » the ARTILLERY, I cad't say thsat I like 1it,

There is na telephone serviee execept for drug stores and Accters.

We 3till heve water and eleetrieity. Today, hot weter in the pipes for
the lat time sinece May let, for the plumdbing had to be repaired after .
our 7 wesks without water, The house is full to bursting; everybody
now rushes o the city, the reverse of last year. Feople lesve only %o
return with their families. Whers the Proprietor pute them I don't
know; often 3 ir a room. The gquestion of food ie diffioult, Pnt we have
meat and fruit. Todey has been about our lowest depth so far = most of
my ¢ meals went to the eat, to which they were better suited = s small
plecs of very tough beef, with g very small mess of indifferent veges

<
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tables coc'ed In horrid greass, 4tripoe and poor esoup. PFut I did have some
nice “oiled rice and two swull stewed pesrs (delicious). Bresd and Jam

helped me out, I eould havi eooked mysslf .n egg; we have plenty of thenm,
The »rize has fallan frerm 13 to 11 lires apiecs,

We ures sxpecting Adanily that Florence will te declaref in a stete of
emergency, which happens 5 days before the salliea arrive, During that time
man are nct allowad in %‘ha stresats; the women can go out for an hour or
4%o asch day to gel fool, They say the gtsts of emergency ie arrenged so

that the Germans ozn work their will unhindered.
—— © July 13%h, 1945

We Xsap hesring stories of horroers, well puthenticntsd, for they csme
from the hospital whare the viectima are baing oared for., One war of a
village betrayed by ite masyor to the Germana, who o=me and durnt mest of
the houses, killed many men and took some girls between 1+ and 10 years of
¢g9 to the berrscks for o wedk, ¥illing some of tham., This was told by
one of the women of the village at the hospitsl, whu;l.?lnraneu hesrd 1it.

Another was of two soldlera going to a Tamily in the country, saying
thet they wanted to Adesert; could they supply them with eivilisn elothes?
Qf sourse the clothes ware forthaoming, the Germaneg Aeparted professaing
theasealves grateful. A little later they returned with several others well
armed, Xilled the man who had given them the clothes reped his wife and
16 year old dsughter, then killed the wife, They shot the daughter and
left har Tor dead, dut =s=he wes not dead and in the hospital rallied
sufficiently to tell her story. GShe ceannot live whichiis s mereiful thing,

Do you wonder ws count ths minutans t111 the allies coma?

3t111 they ere "advancing all slong the line" and never changing
their position! I wondsr what the truth 127 are they marking time %111
Russin invedes Germany end Hitler will have to recall his troops from Italy

Iiltnﬁﬂ:; many more men were taken to be sent to Germany.

The Archbishop of Flcrence, Cardinel Dglle Costa, hur asked the



-pmhnrittin to take him in plece of one of the hostages they arrasted j ¥7
or 4 flays nago, a man who has bheen prominenst in suhlie affairs and
philantropiec works. OFf courue the answer to the Lardinal wes that they
414 not want him,

A =chool for Amerlean girls formerly kept by an imericsn, “iss Childs,
weas searched yesterday. The achool no longer existe, but they wers after
gome of the luxurious furniehings. 1 understand they got nothing, It
started me once more hiding ny belongings! Gine worked for sore years in
that sechool ;nd hed helped hide some ¢f the thipgs snd well them inl They
were not found.

In an outyost of the Line of ths Gotls,
e A——mEREEEE ely. a9

The Allied erwy only 17 miles eway!

Oh, 5t. George, do make haste %o rescue this hersssed maiden Florenee,
before she loses more of her life bloodl ZEvery day her youths are taken
and started towawrds Germsny; the cuttle mnd means ui1i;j|11huuﬂ of the
fermers round sbout are looted and Lhe women are raped.

Kill the English never come?

Cn his way homse the other night Gino found that the Sermsns hsd
afopted new tectics: they hed doffed their uniform and in civilian clothes
approached unsuapecting boye and cgralled them a% pistol point. Thres
were shot and killed in the process,

A night or two later he met with s Eroup of Gerrens returning from
the front, They Inquired the way to Fisa snfl, =8 a nmatter of course, were
ilnt in the vreng directions When they foumd It out, they tegen to fire
promiseuously on passers byl Ggno seys the streets mre too lively at
night; from now on he'll aleep here!

By the way, I saw helf a dozen Germans aprsrently bsck from the
fighting line, begrired snd weary, They wore shirta mede of corouflaged
magerisl, spleshes of green snd brown, I think, snd carried tin hata. They
went towards the as.i., where the guard motioned them towards the north.
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Yesterday tho Yermans “eft thet hotel; the Grand, too, is amptied K
of ita High Command. What a .Iun.d is 1iftsd from our spirite! I hope +he
hotels and remsions ars heing scruhbbed out for the Emglish; a servant =%
the A.A. spid 13 would take months to get ths place ﬂiuan. The halfedozen
efficers e«re stlll a2t the Comsigli; I should think they'd wish themsslves
away whan thay nea™ the artillery, getiing nearer and nearer. It is like
distent thundier and makc= you feel head=achy.

We have fsw »lenes now, but some every fay.

Imghorn 18 without water or slectricity, =c we kesp water in all
recesztacies and the Troprietor has given esch of us a amall yellowish ocmndle
which wu've got to make last through the erisis. The atate of emergency
may be declarei any day now. They've alresdy bPlown up Aifferent duildlags
in the Casvine. Two days ego we had constant sxplosicns like blasting
from the southern part of the city. What 1t was, I don't knows However,
tha bridges are as yet intact, -

We've hed the cheering rumgr that sn agreemsni h;n basn reachad wheres
by there’ll be mo fighting within © kilometres of Florence. A great plece
of news was thet the four lewyere end doctors taken es hostage=2 have been
raleased, dut the ssd part is that those who had disposed of several
fascists have besn tragked down and shot. For thet reason they did not
kesep ths hostages. 4 :

A lady, = connsction of somsons in the house, has turned up, having
walked 18 kilemetres from her house which was in the fighting line. (This
was Sige.na Seagline Her and her brothar's ville at the end of our street
was burned ¥May lst. G5She went then to siay at 3. Casciano, but 2s the treeps
drew nearer she thought it bestter to get out of the line of merch, so she

and her maid Elvirs (60) sterted ome mornming at 5 to walk to Floremce and
got here in the evening.)
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Yasterday 1 saw a man come to the house on & bloyele with numercus
bundles, e was stalwg»i, much tammed and scather=wirn. Later downstairs
he was snbrsolng his little zrandelidldren with rapture. It seeams the
Gernens were naking & fortress of his village in the hills and he hed come
awany with what he could orrry, never expecciing to see any of his cther
belongings again. Thet o» woree 1g what you may expect if you stey in your
heuse in the eountry while if you leave 1t earlisr you're pretty énr%nin
thst evearything will be looted,

Gue nigat after 11, 2 Gernans came in at our service door and made
thelr way te the lobby. 'The usual narber of men were lounging about and
the spped with which they melted away wes saild to be mmezing. The
Germans praoved to be hal!liﬂl}ﬂﬂlr half=seaus=over, but we couldn't know
that, so the boarders repeired to their presrranged hiding place, a cubby
hols st the top of the house where the reservoir is Jlodged. The next day
ous of thewm tcld of their trying to scueesze in all together, laughing st
their ridicuious situstion, %ill the teara rolled down his fece.

When thare was a ring at the door on the followlng night, no one
moved to open it. It was morning rather, after one, Finally hesring
Italiun voiess oatside, Ascanio went to the door followed by the Fropristor
gnd several others. They found a young officer with his wlfe and daby,
who'd just arrived on a camion snd vwere in dire need of a TPed. They had

to g0 into a mtore roonm, we're so full wup.
% July 2254, 1944,

While I wus writing this in bed =t ;:;;;night, othars were up on
our roof gasing at s distant fire southwest of the eity. IThat is what
they went to see bdut svan more spectacular was the sight of ihe caunnon
flashes, like lightning, I wish I could have seen them hut our roof i3 a
sloping onej to get thers, let slons keep my footing thare is bayond me.
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July 24th, 1344

Marls wee here this morning with & tregio story. On the evening of
the 17th Germans sppesrad in her sgqusers %o round up men to work in Germany.
Thay 2hot promiscuously =t people and at windows, MNaria dared not stay
&% home, so she :nd a neighbor osme out snd managsd to smeak away, but not
before she'd sean the deal and wounded (7 dead) in the squsre. & girl
weni up to ons body and stosping over it recognized her young bdrother.

You esm imegine her stote wnd Maria's,

Maris pulled herself together and went to warn Frencesco, who wes
bathisg in the Arn-;nnt to come home. The poor hoy was hours there; he
d1in't imow what tnlda. Aie mother would go towards har house to find out
what was happeriing, then back %o him, to tell him there was still denger.
I thirk they finsally went for the night to the people whe have the shop
where she works,

Mrrla sald the Germans hed taken away all the h;urua and eabs. That

Wed & perscrnal blow tc me! (Later: tiis wss an ersgmeration). Never agein
%o be abla to sally forth in a delightful 1itile vietoria! For I feel
that svarything that ie ever directed towarde the German maw will never
cet daak to Ylorenes again,

Ve used to heve an efflclent service of street cleaning; several
times a Asy, smartly unifarnih men came on bloeyeles lhﬂip}lﬂ with re=
,eeptacles Tor refuse which closed autorsticslly, with & pall, bwunhusl
ete, all & marvellous contrivence., I see no more of them, But the troudle
18 more than zkln deep: the aewage® 1ls all out of order and filth 1s
acoumulating, Poor Floxense! Poor Itsly! :

The horrer that has touched me most 1s thet psople passing the
barrecks in the old Ognissanti cloisters hear the shrieks of peorle being
tortured to give information to the Fasciasti,



July 26th, 13+4

The one thing that was plentiful was eggs --:t & price., The Garmsnw
took a lot of them and mow the hens have very sensibly decided not to lay.
We had only 2 yesterday from our 17 hens.

"5 1lines converging om Florence the anehor of the Gothic Line,"

The ngony continues, Yhe via Palazzuocle was eclosed while four
earshinieri whe hod "deserted™ were hunted down. It ie said they were
caught and will be shot.

Mesnwhile the B.5.0. announces for j Aays in sucosssion: "The iAllies
in Italy sre advuencing repidly scross the whole front; they have taXken
Castel Florentino and San Jiorgieo Valdarno." This for § deys. They advance
liks the horses on St. Mark'sm.

Hight bafore laust at 11, the whole place geemed bethed in light, I
could not understand 1t, for the moon had set. Filnally at the end of the
street there came into view 2 great balls of light (Flares?) which slowly
descented. I wues afruid we were to bs bbmbarded bul nothing happensi
exceyt the passing of alrplanes, for hours 1t seemed %o me.

July 29th, 1944

The cannon firing bscomes louder, It is not continuous, though we
heve it for hours at a time, the more ammoying becausa et irregular inters
vals = no rhytihm to 1t, I gather thut it is at Sen Cpseienc O miles away
to the southwest, whers "ths Nev Zsslanders are neeting atubbeorn resisitence
from the 4th German Paraschutists, backed up by a handful of tanks” [quoted
from B,BE.C, this morning). As my window faces southwest I get the full
benefit of the roar. I think it was the night before lest that a woman
1iving on the Borgognissanii counted more thsen 70 tanks going south, That
did discourage us. '

I don't otten ory, but I came near it when I heard &bout Impruneta,

a 1111.4: near us, A.hA. reconsissance plenes saw, or thought they saw,
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@erven csanon sround 1%, so came by night and fairly btlasted ths village

from the facs of the earth: 400 or 300 kilicd, A procession of ths sur=
viver» with bundles and handesrts cams to Florenos the next morning =
yeaterdsy, And & thé time of the bombardment, net a Gorman canmon was thre!
Gino lives near the Porta Romans where they eniered Florence. He ;
end his neighbors housed 17 that night and his wife made coffes for them
nll 4hé next morniig. (l.s. the stuff that 1s now called coffes). He also
huatled aroanl and bought 5 chili of Jjam and some bread in the black market,
Ther: 18 a yamor that it wes the Fasoists who told the A.i. that there were

German eamnon at Impruneta.
Sundey July 30th, 1944,

For months we have beaen saying, "all will be worse before 1t's
beotter.” Neow we're at the threshold of the worst. It is 1iks death or
ratrimony: we don't know what we're in for, but it will be something
Afrferent, y

Wa've been hesring rumers thaet the city would be in churge of tas
Cardinsl dells Coste and Prince Corsini in the intersregnum; that it wounld
e hanfled over in Xnightly fashion hy the Germans to ths REnglish without
e shot being fired. A= Tor the water supply, we heard that the Germans were
taking our water works home with them, but thet the Cardinsl-had persuaded
them pot to Ao so and that the parts that hed elresady deen ninmJ
were being put baek ix plece, Howevar, this morning we awoke to a laek
of WATER AND EIXCTRICITY,

To go 'hnlnk to yesteardiny; like s bolt Trom the blue manifestos
appeared plastered on the wells sll over town sgying that sertain streets
would huve %o be evacuated, and listing many of the principal omes, We
thought firet Via Montebsllo wam smong them and great was our trepldation.
However, we 0an again bde thankfal that we live om a medest narrow
therougnfars and nmot on the Arnmo. The bills explained that this svaouation

was for the protection of the c¢itizens in cese the bdig bad wolf = the A.ds —



should take 1%t into his head to blow up the six bridges =crosa the irno.
Nothing lire Mitler's thoughtful esre of us!

Bo =11 lrst svening snd thie morning (they were given only till nool
todsy) we've sesn joor souls going by with handoarta and baby esrriages
piled with trunke snd household Lelongings. On top of ths matiresses on
gome sit tired old womsn being pushed along, for ths traus de not run and
thera's not en enuto nor o horse in evidence, (le hope that there are some
in town well hidfien)., Fieyelesz =rs not mllowed on the siresis. 1 saw ome
hendonrt with & lerae birdeoage on top with ceneries om ite Gonethlng Tell
eff, I looked out saxiously, but it wes only s typewriter, ihs birds were
gafe., At Just five mimates to twelve g wheel csme 9If a baby carriage
loaded with goods, The poor girl pushing 1t was trying to tis 1% on,

We sre blegsed in onme thing; the westhar is the hottest yet. Many
will heve to sleep under the stars tonighit, in the Enrpa 41 Vyrte, Piassa
3. Crooe ate,

dignorine ivitabile hee to ears for the wounded, =0 her mother
dsslied to go teo the Nospital to bhe with her, though she's not sure of
a rooin, Thay went off %this uurning'with a handesrt, whiéh they suld they'd
push themselves if they eould got get a men, (Sig, Leont let the ran here
do it) We bade exch othsr goodhy for 2 days.

Qur servants ars =ostly gone horme to bPe with their Fumiliea: th--
Walter Gino, Ging, Tosca and the »ell Yoy Frence, lsaving ¥Wirs, iscanio,
Gluile =nd the Leoni to run the house,

Io my surpripe Meria snd Freneasco heve just apresred. As thair
recent hiding place is in & streat whieh peonle ers o%1imd to ls=ve,
they've now returmed to Lhsir own house and have beds to slasp in after
two or thres weeks of 1lylnzg on the fleor.

ihs officers at the Consigli sat talXing lest evening on their

terrace with their lady frisnds (Serman), Zeter there was much shouting
in Tha STrachr.
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in tFs atraets ti1ll 1 or 2, I should =ay, Perhaps they wers lsavinz. They
say =11 have 1eTt now, Bat I whisper it only, In Perugla when 46 popul-
stlor thought 1tself fres and hegan Lo rejoicse they were hawed down by a
oomTe~ they had ovarlolked,

It 1s now four o'elock end still en ocoensional cart goes by, 1t is
a streange oity vith no ccund of autos, or horses, only voleces and foct
stess, Sovetimes I think I hear = horse coming, but 1t is only a young
person in wocder sandela.

Yesaterday ~ftsrnoon, Can, Alexander bBroadcast to us that he would
soon P+ here = to be celm and o save our ¢ity. Ihis merning & yiun-
dropped lsaflets to the same effact., Sig.,re A.7B, szw some coms dgwm in
our garign,: Francesco geve ms one, To my surnrise the falthfal Hire
fahsmtser 2214) brought me ¢ lunch of exoellant hoiled beef, which I like
eines they esn't put their ewful gresss in 1%, boiled potutoes ani a
delieious breth with lots of ries. The Fropristor says he haz meat for
5 days (&t 240 lire a chilc). 1'd prefsr more vegetauvles, bdut they're
herd to gst too. However 1 have a dozen tomatoss ripaning on my windeow
8ill gnd as many pesrs. They say we'll have no bread ‘omorrow. We®ve
all saved sersps, Arying them out in the oven or on the alectric tosaster,

80 they won't mould,
- July 3ist, 1944

It 414 not rain dbut = cool breegze sprang up. Irobably the crowds
sleeping in the open found it refreshing. ; :

The noisisst night yet: the battla bdagan in the evening and raged
til1 3 or aftar, mors anl more flercely; at times the house shook; thers
were little flashss in the sky like heet lightning. We do not now whers
the allies are since we have no slsotric current for the radio. ;

The shady set in the houge heve had several nidnight suppers, when
they sit snd drink ti1ll j se.m. 351g. Leoni says they nake avsry vietory

ed sxeuse for celebrating; he will np mors of it till iht British come, P
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Shen wine will flow freely. Utrange that people can mnke sush a solemn
eocueivn =n excuse for getting drumkl Fasting end prayer are in ordsy =
and hard worki TFlorence is . Job on the dung "ill, The eity of the Lily

B iinks.
August lst, 1544

Lest night wes fulrly eslm, Perhaps the New Zenlanders had geined
the beiile for the road to Florence,

Thay say & Germen wan shot nesy the Porte Preto lest svening and
that 300 Flosentines will be shot in raprisal,

The meaning of tyremmy hes come home 40 usi ons group of wen turning
helf « elty into the strsets, denriving them of light, of the means of
cooking snd of weter to wash eway their filth, Overnight wa have found
oursslves living with the inconvealences emd aqualor of tha Mediel,

The bdreakfest brought to me this morning (and I.fﬂr'lll 1t will be
the came Tor many a morning) consiasted of boiling water., I asupplied tea
gl Jenn end Driekbatn of bread. HNot aven s newspspsr, hecanse there iz neo
eleotricity 1o work the press. I miss my laugh at Faselst news,

Luter: We've the good news that there was bread yesterdasy and will
be todey. Those little Xkhakis=golored loavas, heavy and ecoarse as they ave,
gear slleioas te me.

T had theaght £hat the atreets woull De A wrted, But ag o stats of
energency hss not yet been &oulariﬁ. the people =re thronging everywhare,
espacially snmh% water, To ny amagement a young Yoses anttacked the
sids of our house and a small stresx flews Torth over which they nuarrel.
Fot all men of the peepls; I looked down on the veld hend and gresn trousers
of the Marcheses Antineri,

AR, here comes the rag man = all is welll I'va not heard his oall
for two dayw. The ice mer ie faithiul,.

A1l dgy 1;:: the ingle Saxon planes (fighters?! keep coming over us,
singly or in sasll numbers. I think it is just curiosity to see what
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we'rs at! Why ven't they wait 3111 they get here?

Last night I was so often wakened by Setonstions thmt flaslly I 1it
my preciocus candle to see¢ the hour, thimking 1%t would de shout half paet
fours It wes only hsalf pest two! One explosion was terrifie; It ;IIHII
a8 if o neighboring house had gone up or gome down, The sirange thing ls
that we know of not one single object thaet has been Asmolishsd thass last
daye! mno one goes out to espy the land!

Then we hesrd s droning plane which irritated the anti=alr gun about
two niles awey. They are 1i%e Yog anf? est, At lset sbout Lfour there was
some nuist, nuiet which snabled us to hear the dlatant rurdling of the
artillery, almost soothing after the other.

This morning there wes s husy scene benesth uy window; peonie with
kettlez and psns and evem 2 foot tud getting water, while twe yoang men
in the house went in sesrch of wood ut some rulned bailding end returmed
with their hand emrt well laden with pleces of ﬂnd}l, & pleture frame and
evan & lsdder,s 4ll is grist that comes %o the Proprictor®s mil) &nd he
eagerly drsgged them in., Howevei, he loft zome 1ittls bresnchas or twige
in the gutter; at onee ilhiere was .I1u:an gathering them. 0On the tarrace
of the Counligll appeared a dignified German officer puffing his elgaratte

&8 he watchsd our ent=liXe sctivitics,
August Srd, 1545,

It nuat have been fairly quet lest night for I slept well; however
ths evening was anything but quiet. Either hend tombs or demolitions
kept us on the Jump; some sounding ess nesr sz our own doorstep, or st
most next door.

I fenr the Germans have put amether anii=alr gun nesr the aity,
apparently to the north. Meretofors whenm & plans cems like « little dog
sniffing with frisndly curiosity, the gum spit et him like a eat, but
last night and today the oat is & lion and his roar mgles youy headache.
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The Florist meross ths street, w.0 is Lot wall=bslanced, just retired into
his shoy %9 have a brain storme. That happens oe¢oasionally when there are
no pn;nnttﬂ cannone You'd think he was Velaboring 2 or 3 people but .
ke's sll slons,

Twe mirecles happened this morning; a strest clesner swspt up our
strests He had not one of thoss superfine bicyoles, alas! (they cammot
be used begmuse of leck of rubber tires) but a -nandenrt with 4 or 5 great
czns inte which he shovelled the refuse that hed ecllected im the gutter
in four dsys, imnocent sncugh hers im this psrt of the eity,

The other glad surpripe was breadi! Kot our usual reticn but perhaps

an etto, (ebout-3iré-of apound) /1t [Ae
August 4th, 17«4

If you put up & 1littls prayer for uv lest night 1% would noet have
eome smiss, In the aftermoon ithe Fermans declersd g state of emergency and
kot busy. It wes mueh werse then the eirerpilds, first, Deccuse 1t wus at
night and second becsuse 1t wes the werk of the Germans., We don't lmow
what they did, for no ons osn go out. We sre obliged %o stay in with the |
blinds shut, FHowever, they sey they blew up one of the hbridges with mines = ‘
the Vittoria, about 500 yerds from us, and the Carrein next to 1t. At any
rote the explosions grew morse anld worse till at D aems I thought part of
this house had gonse The suctlion of the air drought down *he glsas roof of
the elevator shaft with an awful orash, TPortunately the clevalor was at the
top and the gless fell on it, nuoh of 1%, instead of om the pecple in the
loddy. I was afraid to open the door into ny bathroem, for feur 1t wasn®t
thersi

I finally got into my clothes end down stairs after it wes sll over.
¥y descent was ludierous end slow. S5ig. Leoni was sbove, duslly sweepling
up the glass snd bits wers folling everywhers, He was quite oblivious of

me., I was im terror of the gless; yet could mot hurry, for 1 was carrying
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two hags, and a sack of things besides thres Ybig bocks and a candle! I
would move s bsg down a few steps, lean dack for She otiers, and so on for
en eternity, At laat I subsided into a comfortable cheir in ths lobdhy and
sat alone in the dark, It wasa't quite dark for s small candle waa burn=
ing on the deak. Iressnily a young ian antered and put cat thse ocandle.
"Oh Signore!™ I protested. Has had not seen me, but he explained that he
thought 4t batter not to have a light, us the Jermsns wers in the atrest
before thae house.

. When jlige Leoni saw ns he was ssbenished; "What, are you coming down,"
(It was the firrt (ime) ¥Wihy, the Bava sre still im their recm oz the tep
floor!"

A 1ittle leter I saw & female figure slowly coming down the stairs
and thought I recognized ¥rs. Bave. She came inteo thes lodby, toosk a chair
touching mine then bat forwerd to peer into my faca, Evidently the prospect
44d mot plssse her. OShe settled back with s grumt. 1 thought perheps
after this onslsught 1t wse up to me ta do sorething, so I mude the
stereotyped remsrked thst I bBoped the worst was over, Another grunt on
her part snd then she rose and, walking towasrds the hall began to eall
loudly Tor ilss Fope, snd I was alons onts more, Presently ‘he young nan
whe hed anuffad out the eandle came up snd sasiced who I was amd 1f hs could
net teake me to the others who ware im the salom. e ¥*indly took me YLy the
hand snd urged me to go, but I desisted, Then he sat down by me and degan
to talk, He'd been fighting for three years, was in the dreek campaizn
end was te%en prisoner snd ecarted off %o Germany., He escapeéd snd got down
here to hids, He and a friend have No.4l, the rocom abeve me. His aister,
Sigers Libori, her husband mnl iwo young dsughters are in the honse (girls
with two leng draids).

dlgera Guardagnini sppearsd ebout mow with her twe girls. She ssid



she'd vowed a chaim tutte d'ore for the Virgin if she got through une

scathed. She gave the impression that she was treating the Madonna guite
handsomely, g£iving more than the value required., A young man strayed in
from the salon, He wes discussing the different sorts of guns and I
strained my ears to hear something te the polmt, but Sig.ra G. snuggled
up to him saying, " you know when the explesion oceurred my bed sheok Just
1ikxe this™ and she made a waving metion with her hands, and we heard no
more of guns.

Day had come, the blessed day, snd a fair, exuberant oreature, a
Croatian, went to the window and threw epen the blinds. I was herrified,
"Oh Signorina, you musta't do that, the Germans are outside.™ "Oh ne,”
she mssured me in mellifluous amccents, "the @Germans have all GONE!"™
Soon the young man of the candle put her in her place and the blinds in
theirs. I decided to take myself and my thl upstailrs, some bit of
a task, but the young men, so kind te all the old girls, carried up my dags
and books and so to bed sgein. -

The Battleground, Aug. 6, 1944

We're all thanking God for quiet; our ears have besen tertured and
our bedies raeked with the nolse of the artillery. Whatever you may have
thought of the nolse and pewer of medern eannon you ¢an safely multiply
by ten.

The horrid fact is that the battle has uimi to Florence, The fiwst
that I was aware of 1t was dout half six yesterday evening when a stumning
noise almost dmocked me off my balance. They said 1t was a shet badly
aimed whieh hit a house on the Prate., After that we had a falrly quiet
evening, but after midmnight the cannonading grew filereer, I saw that it
was some thing differsnt again, neither bomds, nor mines, nor the distant
battle, 1t was the battle at our gates. They say the Americans and English
have resched Mt, Oliveto Jjust across the Arno from us and have =t up a
cannon there. My window could not have heen better placed to receive the
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full force of the roar. It was deafening but rather flai; another follow=
ed, sherper, orackling snd more tarrible, That was the Garman reply, The
houss and @y ded rooked so that I had s siokish Teeling., I went in%e ny
bathroom to escepe s little of ths noisej Shen I heard e wedrd swirl of
sound, fyom the little court; 1t was the first time I heard that Germen
shell, That and ths sound of a £slling house (apparently) deoided me %o
go éown stairs. I etopyed in at Sige.re AsM's end ssked her if she wanted
to go Avwn and she did. I believe no one wstayed upstalrs.

Thin time I groped my way down the passage to the parlor, where many
of the bosrders were sitting. Why, it would be herd %o tell, hec=use 1t
is in the house mext deor, our emmex, which 1s not so0 well bullt as ours
end only twe storiss high., 4lso it hse s gorgeous chandeller und several
great old goldeframed mirrors, all of which 1f reduced %o splimters,
might play havee u:ih our eyes snd feseea, But thers they sclamaly eat in
the semi=durknsss for the most part im silence, 1 }upnﬁ e ohair nesr the
doore It was naxt t0 a sofs on which sat Sig.,rs Dumini with her grandson
stretohed out aslesap. After I had put my dag and books in the ohpir I
went to Bee Aif A B, was on the wey., I met Sig.ne Damiani in the hall and
ehe tindly awked me to come into her room om the ground floor, but es shs
alreedy had 7 visitors, and a bed nade up on the flcor for her mephew, I
declined, I found i.B, on the stairs snd led her to = confortsble seat
not far from Mra. Bave and VWiss Pope, When 1 returned to my chair the
Durini®s doughter was there snd claimed 1t as hers, It mever gcourred %o
me 1o dispute with her; We sesmed to De etanding on the brink of sternity
where seats 4id mot count, so I gr;untulir Jielded -ani got another place.
I saw afterwards that thet wes just what she did not understand: iuyone
who 41d not stand up and Tight was a joor ersature, only msde to De
buallied,

After I hsd besn a few mimutss in my seécond chair a door back of me
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opened %o let iz Signor Dave ond some others. I of courss moved %o lat
them purs and he apclegized. But from the end of the reom came ithe fogw
horn of the Yumini daughter: "You mustm't sit there, you're in the way of
ths pecyle who ocome up from the cellsr!™ I abediently moved my chalr %o
one side of the “oor. "Ho", she yelled, "get out in the middle of the room,
But not cering for the ciaill draught of alr which eirculsted sround the
ecenter, I gianid put. Thus ended my first and (I hope) lsst encounter with
the slzter of the noterious Tumini.

At the ennnomedlng died down somewhat we £l1]l wendel ocur way baek to
ted,

e eve a wiser end sedder lot = after all ths tplk of ne fighting
near Florenca, and of a chivalrous surrender, to find ourselves in the
midzt of & battlal We Xnow mothing, heot only of the outaide world, dut of
the happenings in other paris of Florence, It iz said the bridges on the
Arno have been hlown up, exeept the Ponte Veeehio, '

We do not even know the fate of the Pension Constantine on the next
atreat. The poor 11tt1; soul, WMes Wittick, who cams here whem evmouated
from he: apartment on the Vin Ceribaldi, semt her maid out this morning
to. recanneiter, GShe found 21l Acors of the building wide open as well as
all the inside dooza of her flat; bureau drawers palled out snd rome things
missings Almest next deoor to us this morning a German went up bWy ladder
to a flst that the owner had left, to help himself.

I asked 5ige. Leoni when the Germans would go and he sazid mot till
they're Ariven out.

Even as lute as yesterdsy morning (1t sesnms a long tims ago) I though
poesibly they had gone. 4ill was quiet and peopls were stesaling out of
their nouses. A group of hall w dozen stood by the side door of the
Conslgli goswiping. How I wanted to be with them! Sig. Leoni Joined then,

but Jjust them oame = German on g whssl, #Ha oalled out "Pericoloso!l™
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(dongercus) whieh I thought most decemt of him, In sn instent pll Afee

appesred snd pistol shots (1) were heard to scare them.

Some have to #et water, We are indeed fortunate thet there 1s an
artisian well by Armifa's only a block wway. Hoawaver, yoa have to stand
in lime &n bour ususlly ‘Tor your turn.

After our trying night of Aug. Je4, Sig. leoni ganve us each & little
sugar, perhsse L/4 1b. We'd not had any sinee June, bHut I still had some
on aand even after making gifts of 1it. '

The night of Auge 4= 1 went to hed with my nsighbors tha Swallows
et 94 for I had no candle, It was a pretty quiet might and I slspt or
dozed about 11 houre =nd retricked my heams. In the morming T wnlted in
vein for my boiling water and finally bolled sowe myself, though ny ateck
of meta (solid aleehol) 1s getting lows Lhoyt 1l Mire ceme with apologles:
She'd entirsly forgotiesn tec taks up sny breakfest=! I said, "why what's
the matter, ¥Mire? Didn?t you slesp?™ ™I Aidn't nru-: go te my room but
spent the night in the cellar."” I askefll Ascanio if he had zlapt: "Perhavs
an hour gnd a half," I ausked the new man whom we rRuppose to be helfewitted
Af he hsd slept, "Yes, wall," So now I luow where I belong. ]

411 heas baen guiet today on the Tlorenmoe Front exeeps for un.lﬁtn:u
methine=gunning, Now at half past eix things are warsing up. IT they'd

d b the 4 time!
only de the Job im ay b t Bih, 1944

Yosterday was the second day after our night of battls but T falt
worse than T 444 on the firat; my head ached and my legs d4id not seem to
belong %o me. I thought I wasz on the read to shell=shcck or a straks, dut
today my hesd is slmost mormal and my legs are on the Jobs This beauntiful
§loudlsss worning, T had me seansr breathed s prayer of thankfulness :l‘ﬁ
gulet =nd Tight (T see you osn't sporeciate sither till you've undressed

and washed and got into bhed in ths dark only te lie snd be racked Ly
cannonading). Howevar, as I say, I had ro sconsr given thenks thsn thre
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cane sn swful exzlosion. Ther say an J.ie Plane had dropped s bomk some
2lece in Florenca, probably on the Campo A1 Harte. Thst wes a blow
becsuse wﬁ'rn come to look on the plsnesz as friendly: there’s slmost
always one droning over us.

Yeaterdey when I wes napping whe should eoms but la Paliadini, of
the heart of gold! It seems ashe had worried much shout me up hers sione
during all our trigle! at times had come %o be with me, haud even reachsd
my door, then some grset crash hed secared her down stairs agein! Now sha
would come very day %o wmes me! (Thamk goodness! She did noi ceyry out her
kind intentions)

about 3 pem. the bettls commsnced today end hss been going ca fer
nearly twoe hourse Those funny little swirling mlisailes that ocome down
singing, sound quite innoceat by day,while at night they seemed ghastly,
Apparently there are only about 300 Germans in Fleremce but for 10 Aays
they've heen holding a relgn of terror over 400,000 Lmhaditants, People
are asking where are ths rebels, ths boys from the maconia, thet thsy don'4
prevent all this looting. It ;unlﬁ ansm esay snough. fht Gernans who
came here im Sept. "43 locked like prize fighters; those who ars leaving,
we hope, in Augnst '44, are boy soputse They ere thin, mestly short and
oh, 20 youngl Some are hezgard and unhadpy. One will coeasianally go
singing or whistling sloung the astrees, but it must hHe %o %se) him» coursge
ups I'11 pdmit they sesm rether hervy when losded down wikth loot.

Whaet was mf surprise this noon to have & eall from Armids. Gle
went to spend these days with her nieoce and her hushand, north negr the
Mugnome., I arged her to go, as she never could have s%0604 tham alone,.
She's the eclinging kind. It has been g great relisf not to have her
around my neck, It seems todsy our masters have allowed the women to
stey out tl1ll 7, s0 she came %0 see her flat and me.

4 nelghbor of Armida®s niece haa a redlo set that is working (I
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suppose he has a little battery.) The nephew goss svery dsy to listen to
the mews, but I couldn't get mueh, Tiltersd throngh him. whe is anything
but pleasant after ataying in for weeks with his wife end her aunt, and
through Armids, who Xnows nothing whatever of the wer ss a whols, However,
I gathered that ouwr dulldog, Churchill, had shown his teeth (bless him!)
and told the Garmans that 17 they bombed Florence he would houd Dresdens
He's oredited with a speseial tenderness for Florence as "his mams @iaed
hers,"” Of course it 1an't so, dut the people believa i,

Yesterdey, Linde, the Prop's niecs stéod two hours in line for bread
for the household, and them it gave cut befors she get any. There was some
machinesgunning snd 1t was said that a girl in the line was hit end ¢arrvied
aWay in a handeart to Aie. So the women who fetch bPresld snd wattr are
heroines. I ses them go by, many of them looking so trig, alweys coursgeous.
The Itellans are a wonderful peeple, #0 patient and Bmiable; verhaps it 1s
the reasult of their long hlastory of invesions snd appr;lniun.

I was pleased the other nighit downstairs during the mining of the
bridges to hear someone &ay (51g. Leoni I think) "I4 {e Museolini who has
let us in for thls and now he wanta us %o be killed, so0 he esr live longer."

Things =2re sirsined in this house of DU people who never go out and ere
mueh together. Sometime ago the Falledini told the Derisni (the 7.35,) that
she need mever aslute her sguin, Yo whieh ths Signorins replied that she was
guite resigned: 1t hed never gives her any plessurs to sslute her, Yess
terday morming in ths corrider on this floor there was a terrific battle
of words between Sigera Sohilling and the Dumini daughter, who talked like
a fish wife: "5E' un ignorante, hs capite?™ "Ignorante” is a terx of
opprobriun; mert worst is "farabutto™ (which the ialladini c¢alled the
Proprieter) ths olimex iz "delinguente.,” I haven't heard anyone get so
fer s to hurl thst =t his oppoment yst, but there are seandals sncugh ia

this once respectable houses.



Aug. 9th, 1944.

For once there's me wind. Two stalwart girls heve swept the rubbish
in the gutters into two piles and spplied a mateh. People eppesite oried
"Bravol"™ Unfortumately there's broken glass mixed with the paper; alse a
dezen tin cans which I fear came from our house., Why couldmn't they have
been kept in the cellar for a time?

| !hl;'l'r the Germans are at Fiesole! I Just heard a cannon shot whieh

sounded as if from there. Ours ere a loud definite "Bam" rather muffled;
the GQermans' cannonade is more plercing, slmost & crsckle to it.

So now we're between twe fires; the balls supposed to go over our heads.
As Ascanlo says we thought we were in one of the safest perta of the city and
instead, we had two alr raids because of the Locomotive Repair shops; had the
mining of ths Ponte della Vittoris and now are in direct line of the artile
lery firing! They say the English are at Porta Romana. If so, perhaps
Maris and her som ere liberated! @inmo and ¥iss Bl Alse my trunk and bagl

The half wit, @iuliec (I've decided he’s not half=witted) says you
get used to the nolse, he sleeps well., The combattants fought for twe howrs
by day and at 10 p.m. started in again! and kept it up pretty well all
night. I have prepardd a "line to withdraw teo according to plan;"™ three
chairs in =& row in my bath room and when the roar is teo exeruelating, I
sleep theres. It is 2 quiet little room on a court. I hate to go dewn
stalrs especially on sccount of the people., They say the passage way te
the cellar is se crowded that it is uncomfortadle, if net unsafe. Also the
conversation is mostly complaints and receriminations. The poor Prep,
comes in for much eoritieism, he who has really done wonders in feeding us
and getting water and staving off the Germans from taking the house.

Ascanio and Giulie have Just come with two great demijohns of water
on & cart, They had to pound on our deor to get someone to open it. It
is like a scens on the stage, thess freguent knockings, for the minute a

person goes out, the door is locked behind him.
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1 1 heard chureh bells from the other side of ths Arno. Machine=
l min; terrible in a.m.

August 11lth, 1944
"" zé\rﬂr 7 days and O nights we've endured the state of emergency, grow=
ing wore and more hopeless. The shelling last night was perhaps the worst
of all, beginning sbout one and shaking the earth., I wonder if thess old
houses cen stand mueh mors of 1t. We heard rumors thet houses in towns
south of us had fallen, It must have lessened about half past three for I
slept. At 6,30 I was awakened by much chatter in the streets: pesople were
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eresping out in spite of renewed camnmonading. There came some terrible
explosions., Finally after § I seaw some of our boarders strolling up from
down town and my wonder ﬂ'ﬂj The charmer next door oerried a lovely rose ¢
and looked a smiling medonna. At last I csught Sig, Leoni sweening the staim|
and learned that the Germans had dlown up berracks, the Campo da Basso, ete.
and were said to heve LEFTII!I

My loathing of them hed resched a climax yesterday when sll morning
§\=‘rith rifles, pletols or machine guns they had chased the people indoors. I
% saw no reason why their away should ever end,

N

% But hurray! today towards noon there appeared half a dozen wideawake
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young men going up towards the A.A. They were not in uniferm, but wore
.} brassards of red white and green and carried rifles. They were Partisans,
g rebels, bYoys from the macchia, I think they were investigating the haunts
\3 of the Germans, scenting out any who might be le¥t. Later there was some
%rtﬂ- firing probebly to discourage would=be robbers anmong the Itn.uuu.
for yesterday, some had bdroken into houses to stesal food. BSig. Papini whe
;l wes obliged to leave his flat on Via Magenta and come here, surprised a man
helping himself to his fiascos of wine. He explained that he only came
=, becauss the othsrs d4id, that he'd pay for what he had taken!
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The partigieni called on the people to put out flags and soon ours
was out, at half mast, as was fitting. But we're ordered still to keep our
blinds shut becsuse of thes shelling, so we live in twilight,

August 13th, 1944

The English are in Florencel It wae quite dAifferent from what I had
expected = bands and cheering erowde. If there weres such they were fer
frorw Via Montehello, After lunch I =said to Ginlio, "Well, the kKnglish 4id
not come."™ "Oh,yes, 1've seen many on the Jorgognissanti. They're alrsady
at the Consigli and are coming to the inglo American,"™ Tater I hesrd sn
airplane and some noimse of psople and that was all. No mors stridemt
volesas and gutteral commands! _

Last evaning about O there was a great chattering in the street.
4 crowd of perhaps 50 were hafore ths corner groeery, which ﬁlﬂ epened up
end was selling soap and wine. It 414 me good to hesr them all having a
good time again. After about 2 hours of 1t, one of those young hopefuls,
& Partisan, suddenly fired his rifle at them or sabove them. Ny “lood boils
to tell of it, those npoor women and childrer who have nothing but alarms
day and might to be startled sol

They geve us a lively evening with their firing. I had disobeyed
orders and left my window open. At one time I was & 1little anxious they
eame 50 near, but they passed by and we've heard no more. Bombs were
dropped in thes night = supposedly by the “ermans; not near usl

Laat night the shelling was sbout as bad as sver and longer, but it
was not directed right at my window as it was the Tirst nights. O5till 1t
was recking. When it Ai1d not keep me swake the couple next me did., Thay've
taken to having company till 1 a.m, Mirs has besn in bed two days, whieh
leavex Gine =nd Ascanio and Giulie to do sverything., Ascanio waits on me,
Poor tired old man, his cheeks more asunken every day, not slesping o'nights
and working sll day. His bedroom is near the shelter and the chattering



people as well as the shelling keep him awake.
August 14th, 1944

A night for me without alarms. I slept from ten to six and awoke
to the sound of a chureh bell, I think that of the Cathedral., I am a new
women. Howsver it seems that there were disturbdbances end many of the
nitewits piled downsteirs again, but the half=wits, Giulio end I were hapiy.

Unfortunately thers are some sad doings = the wiping out of private
vendetta., 51ig. Leoni saw & man chased and killed on the Borgognissanti
end his body thrown on a gerbage eart and earried away. They say there
ere machine=guns on the roofs of houses in the Piszza 4'izeglio.

I think I've seen & British officer on the terrace of the Comsigli,
where the Germans were till 3 days agoe. Just now I hesrd s noise in the
street, but wes not sure what it was; it seemed not loud enough to be a
motor, But it was! One that ren on gressed wheels, quite different from
the wrecks the Germans hsd taken from the Itslisns. It is six yesrs since
Hitler and Mussolini with their suites rolled along the Lungarno in twenty
or more asutomobiles, all sbsolutely nmew and shining. I presume Tew hgve
been manufactured since?

I've only just lemrned that Saturdsy sbout 3 the day after the
Pertisans took charge, a band of 14 eame to this house to search it for
Germans, Faseisti and weapons, They placed a guard at sach door with =
rifle and went ell over the ground floor. They were brought here dy a
nephew of Bracei, the cook who was here when I came, Years before hs had
hed a ber on Via del Prato. One day the Fascists appeared, wrecked it
and turned him out because he was not a Fascist, Naturally he and his Xkin
were radid against the Faselsts. He said if they found anything or eny
Fascist here they'd burn down the house.

I don't wonder the poor proprietor is Jumpy with sll these alarms.
The bearders, too, some of the "distinet ﬁnnpln' have been complaining
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0f the food, A while ago when u respsctable femily left, T seid to him:

L

"what = pitf it was those nice people instesd of the rag,tag snd bobtail."

He fired up; "You don't know how difficult it is, it is slweys hard, but
now doubly so." I aesured him thet I understood. I think we were ell taken
in by the Scaglis, & coupls who cume hsre from their villa st the end of
the street, a fine garden s house with 43 rooms, looking out on the Cascine,
It was hit by a splinter May let. The fire could have been put out with a
peil of water, it wes said, but no one was there. The Iire engines wexre

et the Opera Woise. IEverytMiws waes lost. Sighor Seaslis s e dignified,
gquist men in the forties. They are peodle of means, his father was Consul
to Chill and his sister was born thara.(thn same who walked here frox Saens
Gaanianaa The "Signora" is small and piguant =wd has "it." She weurs her
dark heir streight and perted in the middle, the ends curled in towerds her
head, It is refreshing after all the waving Eﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁFagu see. They have +he
Ster Chanber next me, It was sométime befores we lesrned that they wers
"engaged!"

This morning Armida sppeared full of the horrors she'd suffered at
her niece's = worse than here., A4 viadﬁct or two over the Mugnone on: the
northern oudskirts of Florence was hlown up and s German cannen ssems %o
fire right et themy 1% has damaced the house and brought down 3 fruit
treezs in their garden. They spent twe days in ths cellar. Bhe fimslly
ran away this morning, scared to death of the machine=gunning on the strest,
but bound teo get homs. Mexr nlecs and husband refused $o leave thelr house, .
or st least couldn't sgree whet to do; spoke of gZoing %o the Cathedral for
shelter. 3Iut if you lsavs your belongings you may lose everything.

Yesterday afterncon we had the amusement of wabtching & or 8 Yorsocceng
lounging on the sidewalk. They've bsen glven quarters on the ground fleer
of the house opoosite. Black and skinny, they suggest monkeys, Their
khaki shorts lesve their pathetic 1ittle less exposed = all of & width sll

-
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the way up. Bach onme hes a bit of red sbout him on his shoulder or his
stocking, @Giolio had seen many on the street and that is why he asked me
47 the English were black! Too bad they have to come first and be so mueh |
in evidencs, for one of tha continual slanders of the ensmy has reference
to the "metcenary %Toops™ and to their morals, But they are a grest hslp
&8 workers. It is they who sre repairing the Bridge of Sants Trinita. All
three of the éraat supports were left intact, only the arches zone., Theae
have been replaced by a wocden flatform, over which pre manufactured iron
glatan*haﬁi'ﬁeeﬁ itted, Thmjwnay-thn-bridéi can be used on the morning
of the 15th, Only three days to put it in shape, Was it worth the troudle .
of demolishing 1t? and not only it, but sll the picturesque old houses .y
¢verhanging the Arno, which the concussion of the air czused fo collapse.

No bread yestarday, nor so far todey, but they n&y;wa'ra Yo have 4t
today, and thet %omorrow the English will give us 2 eftl of white bresd.
I"1Y believe 1t when T est it,

Luter, What e surprise! White bread today = almest helf a pound.

Thetk you Uncle Jchn Bulll.
August 15th, 1944

I've never told you of my great sct of ssbetage. When the Fascist
came to rob me of Tujunice he told me to send 1% in an hour's time to suech
end such sn sddwess. Thet Zave me time %o fiddle with 3%, 7T haed on hsand *h'?
two o0ld worn=out valves which I hsd neglscited tc turn in, Now they came
in hendy to substitute for the new ones. 3o far, so good: but why not take
out ﬁamuthing else? 4 gadget in the middle looksd rather important, so out
with 1tl Of ecourse I Xkept the 1ittle t=il thet goes to the r#diatnr.

That was on NMonday. On Syturday they telsphoned Sig, Leocni that Xiss
0tis's set lacked 2 psrts. He stoutly denied 1t and wa heard no more,
though you ean imggine thst I was rather Jittery for a few days. At any

rate, poor 11ttle Lujunice could not Ao mueh work for her eaptors,
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To my surprise in came ¥Maria snd Francesco this noons They had welked
dry=shod across the dem of the Arno. Yestsrday I'd been tcld of & man whe
waded scross! The water ceme only up itv his middls. DTweo women are salid fe
heve tried it and Teen drowned by the current.
F That side of the Arno was liberated on the 4th, ‘the day after the state
of emergency wea declared snf 9 deys before this slide. They escaped & lod
of annoyance, but suffered like us from the mining end shelling, Nany houses
#re in ruins but they ere unscethed, TFranceseo leads & charmed life. They
brought ths scdi news of ths kiliing of Beppo Bezsi. He was ths“ﬁﬂnyaur-miﬂ
farmer in Seandicci who had sheltered and fed 5 boys im the mscchia last
winter;: Francesco was one, For ﬂuiling his o1l to buy flour ia;uth.nwh.it-
been put in prison for 3 months, but had borns it cheerfully., It was a
happy dsy for the Tamily when he wes free uagain, But alas! 1t was not
meny months before he wgs shot by Fascists in the won?a. The woods are the
Hgunt of wild gnimals and only his skeleton was found,

A.F. camg in to tell of going to church (Assumption day) for the lst
time in over 2 weeks. Then she had walked dewn the Borgognissanti. She
gaid ghe saw not a windew thaet was not broken and the bdlinds sll sagged.
A& she stood necsr the bridze, j persons, 2 men and a woman, Were hurt by
mines they unwarily trod upor and were earrisd off to he cared for, "

She talked to groups of Britiash s¢oldiers, I wanted te ask If she
.tnl& them what she'd Veen repesting for the last three years: "I know my
Englishy I Imow they're decadent.” The old turncoat was s stauneh Faseist
till & yesr g50. This morning she opened her jecket and displayed on her
heart an American Flag,

I thought baek to the time Italy entsred the war, We wers only four
or five bqurders here then, When the police cszme to look at ﬁng records
1 was th :ﬁnly suspiclous tharacter and migh* have hal trouble if Siz.leoni

hed not protected me, A.B, and poor speechless Miss Smith were ardent

=l
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pro=fcacists, 80 was dotty Miss Stanhope who s2ld she was "engaged to g
high official,” while ¥r. Sollenbarger, an American, was pro=Germen. ¥He
has zone to Americs, Nise Smiﬁh to 4 beatter world, while Miss Stsnhope has
advanced to be M's fiancde!
August 16%th, 1g44

One of the worst nights, shelling pretty constant from the BEritish
cgnnon on Mount 0liveio just seross the Arno, that "Bar™ as decisive gnd
Tinel a% & sledge hawmer of a thousand tons. They say the Germans were
" shelling or trying to.shell, the bridge-ths Asi,-hal just repaired.. Ome... .
Bhell magde & hole in tha house wext France's, He iz our bliI—hcy who hes
returned from his sojourn with his parsenis aeross the Arno, Gino and

. e '-."‘ J

Tosca have yet to show up, But wondser of wonders! Ascsiioc Had time to

A

¢lesn and wash ny £loor betwesn his 3 1/2 hour weilt for bread and the one
for water which is usuelly as long, I told him he need not work for me
when he had sc mueh to d¢ but he saild that that wna.aqat g diversion. The
bres@ is atill 2 ettl and good. The Proprietor has presented us each with
two green yesars = & glad sight (I trust they won't appesr on the bill) and
we haf & beet for lunch along with two mest rissoles, potatoes and rice.

Qur first newapapsr aince the British ococcupsticn was issued this
morning; "Corriere Alleato" (Allied mail) & small single sheet with news
of .3 landing in soatﬁnzn Frence. I suppess at Marseille, I du.huga not
near Cannss. '

It snid here in Plorencs 1000 iifugsus were being housed and 1
commune feeding places set up. They ares clearing up the debris leading
to the Donte Vsochio so that the birdge can be used Ho bring in food,

Fiwe men have besn killed by mines as thay worked.

Ascanio sald he fell sure thet in America they must Xoow about the

battle Tor Florence and that as soon as it was over my cousins wuﬁld wikite Eﬁ

mee I told him ¥d hed my ceble resdy to send for monbhss.



Armida's niece and husband after two more days of misery in their
house finally fled this morning to Armida's leaving all their precious
belongings, perhaps for ever. At 4 a.m. they had started to put some things
in the cellar for safety. When they had finished they aceldentally broke
the lock, 30 couldn't even lock them up! The husband has been making money
and they've got nice things.

Last night a family came here from San Gervasio on the eastern out=
skirte of Florence, fleeing from their house, not bringing a thing, the
danger was 80 near them. The 0ld man and 5 females slept in Wo.lC, inne's

room in November 1939 They put METTIEEEEE Oon the floor.
Aungust 16th, 1944

The Mor@ecans have disappearéd and instesd we have a company of
Scots on our street. About 2 o'eclock they came tramping along single file
a8 if just from battle, dirty, their faces and forearms flery red from the
blazing sun. Small and wiry they seemed cruelly overladen with knapsacks
and what not on their backs, rifles in their hands. Some of the English
lounging on the sidewalk, hailed them or gave them a friendly punech; one
ealled out: "Don't worry, Boys!"™ It is startling to hear English spoken.
Also it is strange to see soldiers squatting or sitting about at their
ease., The Germans walked to and fro but never relaxed imn publie. I tried
to make a sketch of one of the Secots. How I wish I could samd it to his

mother!

August 17th, 1944
The young Seottish officer (Sig. Leoni did not know he was an officer,
for his get=up you could scarcely call 1t a uniform, was more like a golf
or skiing costume, and as simple as the Tommy's), asked if the mem could
rest in our house. We are fullsup, but the Proprietor said 1t would give
him pleasure to have them for the afternoon and he would give them tea.
The officer thanked him, but sent his own tes.



So they stayed in our salon and on the verandah, 34 of them and hed
their tea. The Sergeant's imstructions were to behave well and act as 1f
in their own homes, and they did. Towards 8 o'clock they came out in fromt
of the house equipped with their knapsacks, tin hats and rifles. All sorts
of grim=eracks they had: some carried what seemed paris of a gun to be put
together, the Benn?; others had folded stretchers, ome to a couple of men.

The sergeant gave no ringing commends, he seemed simply to be dropping
hints to them, in a low voice. I heard one such suggestion "keep in towards
the wall.®™ Then when all was ready they guletly walked along single file
on the side walk towards the sunset. There was no military formation, they
d1d4 not even seem to keep in step, but out they started for the battle
at the Mugnone. The lack of any ceremony made it all the more moving.
Giulio looked at them, too, from my window and said, "they're going out,
perhaps to die and they do it for us." ILater on when he brought me a can
of het water he returned to the subject. I presume he is not fit for
service and is all the more impressed by the deeds of those who are,.
"Perhaps they will die."™ I said something sbout praying for them. "I
to00, will say a little prayer but not a very long one, for I am so tired
it is hard to kneel long."

All the night they were on my mind and it was a long night = about
the worst. I was swakened at midnight by the frightful shelling and
feared the house would come down. I got into my clothes; things seemed
no worse; going down tires me much., I finally undressed and got into bed
again. Somehow we lived through till 2 a.m. Then a new noise started =
rifles? and sounds of shouts and yells in the neighborhood ef the Excelsior.
We don't yet Imow what it was all gbout, but the shells hit the roof of
e villa, near the Porta Prato and also the roof of the Dumini house, in
the next bloek, but did not do much harm, The Proprietor had refused to
keep the Dumini here, because of their relative, so they had returned to
their flat a few days sgo. They had been bombed out the first of May,
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then later went baek to it, but they heard the police were sesrching feor
them and eame here. Iest night the two women and the boy spent miserably
on the steirs. OShells hit a roof near Santa Croce, another on Via del
Heri and snother on Via del Benel., I am pleased that the houses did not
fell, As I am not on the top floor, I'll not be so frightened. I must
have slept some hut at 4.30 the infernc was still with us, After 5 it
was gquieter.

But sscanio heard that the Germans won the little battle last night.
That seems the last straw. What sort of & person is Alexander anyhow?
Almost 3 weeks ago he sent us those leaflets telling of his speedy approach;
Florence is not yet his snd no high officer has even come here. I lay my
wager no one will come till we have water! They'll not de without their
daily tub, '

I've spent another of those futile days putting more 4things together
for Ascanio to Xeep in his room in the cellar. These I-tuﬁ along with
two valises.

The dark 1s coming snd another battle is probedly before us. It is
more like = grest storm et ses than anything else T krow. T have a slight
feelipg of nausea during 14, '
> asugust 15%h, 1544

They say thet yesterday wmorning the Germsns had come buock into the
eity es far as Plazze Torino! But all that is chenged! They have heen
driven out of the Mugnone reglon and all the northerm border. The neople
say that for the first time Wussolini's Republiean black shirts have been
uunrﬂshtins with the patriots. (Didn't I say Florence was suffering
from his deviltry?) Well, this is a grent day, people feel themsalves
free. The Signorina on the terrace opposite gestured to me onening her
arns wide and then imitating a great embrace. There ia much traffie, so
many British auteos end truekq piling in. Many tanks were said to be



walting outaide the southerm gate.

The night waa terrible; the shelling was as jowerful as the night
before, but it 4id not seem dlrected right at ua. I slept a good deal.
Nothing like getting used to a thing. Almost everyone want daunﬂ'ra:trn.

It seems thers was some loss of 1ife at the insane asylum from shells
falling on the roof and penetrating through saveral storiea.

The night belfore when there was that fiendlish blast at midnight, a
n-l;:-rih:lu for matenes, she fell under the tabls and didn't know where she
wes, Her niscs routsd her out and they all repaired to the cellar for the
rest of the night. Todsy the niece and her husband have gone to see how
their flat near the lugnone hus fered.

In the small hours of last night I wrote:

The God of Michel ingelo's lest Judgment standing on the Yonte
Cliveto hurling: :

PEAN! BAN!I] That for the Flhrer!
That for his Juckiﬁapunl You get 1t7"
wntnn.trram Fiesole (7) ) thunders back:
the sound of Jugged lightning and the curlioue shell that sings.
. ®ence for one minute. e ‘
Again "BASIM

Then s horridle one thaet fells housss (though not near us); A swerve
to the Jouth East. Perhape Yiss Brogan's? Isolina?

I hops the Avitablle are out of 14!

51lence.

A religion that could make a god of war! Fils, Julian."

August 19th, 19+¢+.
Hope deferred maketh the heart sick.
We wers indeed heart sick agsailn yesterday afternoon, for in the swaying
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tide of battle our hopes of the morning wers dsshed; the Germans advanced
again. The family of U in inne's room had paid their bill and gone awsy to
their home im San Gervasio, but there they found conditions impossible and
returnad hera. Armids's niece went to her flst but eould not stay. JHowever
they retrieved his biecyele nnd her two fur costs and eame away to & pensionm
in the centre., Their one night at Armida's was enough for them!

Lest night wes one of the worst., How ean we go on? Our esrs and
bodles are racked and tortured. I feel & rag. The shelling began ebout

10 and went on with some pauses till 5 or after. "BAN" gensed Tor a time,
terrible was the enemy shelling rather to southeast of us. I was worried
for fear "BAY waes put out of setion but he started agaim. 0Of course we
have some during the day too, but thet you esn stand.

On the 4th after the blowing up of the bridges, I nsked 5ig. Leoni,
"when are the Germens going? "Thay say in 2 days.". "Oh, two more of
those awful nights!" ind we'wve had 15 of them, most of them fearful. I
had & talk with him yesterdsey. It was his own idea %o put the flag at
helf nu-t.'hut he soon saw it wes not feasible and chansed it,

One day on the roof he discovered a hole above room No.34 (that I
used to have). On investigantion he found that = stons had gone through,
but hefl not nanatrated the ceiling bBalaw, T Hed struek ar-ainst tha wall
snd remained there. He got it out and welghed 1it: 12 ehili (20.+0 1bs).
Apperently it 1s s plece of the bridge of the Vittoria, whiech flew up amnd
geerosa the more than 500 yards and landed on our r&nt which must be 40
or .0 ft. high.

Yesterday he went soross the irno to see Gino who is 111, He stayed
only about 15 minutes with him but the trip took over 5 hours. He crossged
on the dam; to 40 80 you have to go down a long ladder whieh he found
dirfieult; (ome rung missing) dut an old woman of 50 made ths trip Just
before him. He tried to return by the Ponte Vecohio dut found the Via



Via Guiecclardini impossible, the houses have Tallen on it, Armida plenned
to go across the Arno to buy vegetablss. There 18 a 1little boat that
ferries sercoss by the Cascina, bhnt nﬁu heard that two women in the hg-t
had been shot by Fniy-r: from the shore, so she gave up her trip.

51g. Leconl seys the CGarmans took not only the water works and
eleotrionl plant of the city but the telephone and telsgraph apparantus,
end emptied the ™oat Office of everything. I suggested that if there wers
no hell, we'd have to invent ome for them. "ihat do you mean?" he retorted,
"don't you think tails 1s hell right here?" Homeless and hungry people,
despolled of thelr belongings and of their means of livellihosd, livestock
killed, uMﬁn razed, not to mention murder, rape and tortura.

The one drop wanting to the oup of bitterness was the invesions of
the Riviern = that other ascene so dear to me to be revaged., The Tirst page
of today's newapapser is taken up almost entirely with news of the South of
Franae, Cannes in the herdlines. Florense and her shélling is not spoken of.

The High Command is at the Savoy Hotel. The Consigli has been
closed = a great loss to them, I sushrect thelir sympathies were always with
the Germana. At any rate ira. Payson 1s bdeing avenged. ihe is an Ame riean
with an Ttelian eon=in=lew. Two or three years ago, long defors the
Cermen seonpstion, ehe was staying at the Congigli and had to snt in her
roor becauss soms German boarders A4ld not like to hear English apoken in
the 4ining room! Here at the Villino fontebello English has heen spoken
«1ll during the war. To be sure, Sig. Leoni got in bad with the Juesture,
bhecause he was "too kind to the English."™ He wes ordered to taks the photo
of the Dixson family out of hia office, Can pettiness go further?

Our bread ip whiter and better every day with a thiek golden crusat.

I eould live on it and jam. But it won't last long.

el




&r
August 20th, 1344

Thinga look better today. The Germans have gone back a 1little. The
English have pleced g cannob i1 Vis Solferino and another im Via Rucellad
to fire at ‘onte Morello (7) I tremble for the night,

Last night I slept from 11 = 5:350 = &0 hapdy. Then there came a nevw
experience. I think i1t was an immense shell from the Ja;n;na going direotly
over our house with the speed of bBlankety=blank miles n ninate. It seemsd
almoat to graze our roof. We hesrd Dits falling on the street, Ther we hnf
another and finelly j more. I should ln& they landed near the river, perha)
on the other side, with devestating effect. I Teared thay might have
sllenced our BaY, but after s little he roared sgain.

Sig.ra Avitabile 13 back after three weeks instead of 3 days at the
hospital, She wsnt there to be with her daughter but on the third dsy her
deughter waa sent on to a first ald station near Rifredi where she still is.
The mother's room at the hospital was far from cleanly. T% was used me a
‘#dspensary by the nurses who came and went continually ﬁa: and night. 5She
wss in the inside on the court of anm old duilding, so 214 not suffer as we
did from the shslling but could not slesp, such a lot of children and poor
‘aieck people were laid »n thu ground in the court at night; little rnrnlrilﬂ
babiss Prom ¥Ha Wevar hosnital, Who'® been bLrought dnwn from ﬁI;Euls whnn
the Germans fortified 1%,

5he heard the tregic histories of some of tha patiants who had seen
their daughters raved, their familles XilledA. One man she saw had dbeen
tortursd; all his finger naills and toe nalls had bean wrenched off and the
palms of his hands geraped. BShe says Fascist women have burnt out the eyes

of the patriots with cigarettes.
sugust 21lst, 1u44

I see nothing before us but the destruetion of Florenuce = and
probsbly of ourselves. Last night the enemy rained broedaside after broads
gdde st the centre of the town, entirely different from the other nights
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when we seemed to be the target, or the other side of the irmo. I saw her
a8 a woman on her knees being lashed with a whip. I think the worst was
about half past &+ and it went om t1l1l1 six. The shelling had begun pretiy
fiercely even hefore 1 got into hed at ten, so we had sbout 5 hours of it.
41l day long there hsd been some; in faet at 11 a.m. Arvmida had seen a ohild
killiﬂ by = shell in the ecourt of har building. Ghe was & yasrs old the
only ehild of her parents. The mother wes taken awsy erazed.

This morning about 10 the British bomders sppesred snfter a long sbsence
and bombed Pratelino to the morth whers the Germans are holding out. They
hide in the woods by dsy and advance into the eity by night. It is seid the
British felt that they must bomb them out or they would rage Florence. UJan
Lorenzo, the old church where the Weddei =re buried, is said to have been
hit by the Uerman shells, also the Uffizi, the Itrozzl and the Cathedral.

Gig.re A. says olitizens have been dying nf starvation north of the
Mugnone whers the Germans cut them off. Some were nlresdy in a strte of
eoma when they managed to get word to the Fnglish., ¥e do not know whether
they were ssved or mot. “ne sad thing ia that while we are eanting good
white bread, the hospitazl has poor bDrown bresd. Refore the lnglish eame,
the head of the hospital had dought up some flour and now he had to use 1it.

Que. says that many partigleni have died at the Mugmone fighting the
Faseiste; they were inexverienced, net organiz#d, from li=22 yesrs old,

The Faseist sharp shooters from the rcofs are a gregt denger. Iilg.rs
A. knew of & doetor's wife who wes shot and killad by them on the street.

It was probably becsuse of them that the inglish or Ueottish soldiers here
mere told to keep to the wall.

She and Sig.na Damimni told of terridle outrages on women wiech
geemed well authentiented, things toe fiendigh to so0ll your mind with.
They reminded me of the "Four Horsamen of the Apoenlypse.”

Gino returned todsy radlsnt becsuse he had embraced the first kngdish



soldier to enter Porta Romana. His neighborhood has suffered much from the
eannonading, which tore a hole in his apartment house. He and his family
had been living in the Movie house which is in the basement, feeding on
peppers; he had had § days of intestinal fever, dut all that was forgotten;
The English had come! (He and his father were put out of business by the
Fascist some 20 years sgo). He and Ascanlo and Gina and I are (as far as
I know) the only ones in this house who began the war Pro=British, but no
doubt some of the Italisns here whom I am not acquainted with were equally
anti=fascist, alsc the two Croatians, one who is a Jugoslev Colonel and
ecame here to hide, and the other s woman, a charmer. Of course, all are
now Pro=Ally!l

I told you of our flapper of 85 and her pleasant encounters with the
boys on Assumption day. Well, the next noon she appesred in my room even
more exuberant, her American flag a little more in evidence; she'd met
English and Scots, one had drunk her health in Vermouth, "such charming
boys!"

Now drinking never appeals to me, and especially just now when we're
at a funeral it was a little too much, 80 I asked with a smile, "did you
tell them they were decadent?™ I had to repest it 3 times and finally
gepell it for her. She became a tragedy green. Duse was right if she urged
her to go on the stage, "I _say that!! I might have said it of the French
or the Italians, but never of the English! I know them. You have invented
it. You have a poor memory," and so on, etc. I simply sat and smpiled;
finally asking her to tell of her morning, but she refused to do g0 and
flounced out. The surprising fact is that she was honest, she believed
what she said. She has gone half around the compsss and does not know she's
budged. I%'s really a phenomenal case of self=deception. Of course she
‘does not remember my showing her the door for the way she talked about
America, nor her threatening to denounce me for listeming to the B.B.C.




How I wish Mr, Dixson were here! He was so furious with her, after some

insult to the English that he told his daughters they need never speak to

in!
s August 22nd, 1944

0 joy! the cock. The nightmare must stop soom. Finally the merle
begine his song, there is a twittering of the swallows then 6 o'elock and
the church bells. It is over. It is strange to look out on the qulet
morning, everything in nature smiling, the birds in my great tree, butter=
f1ies on the terrace. It must have been a nightmare, that hell. It began
with 8 or 10 projeectiles hurtling above us in quiek sueceesion, erashing
with fearful impact the other side of thé Armo. Certainly to an ignorant
observer the German Artillery sounds the more powerful and more blood=
eurdling, but then we are at the receiving end of 1t, while we hear only
the discharge of the British shells,

We had a calm interval in the middle of the night, my sleep only
prevented by the chattering of my neighbors who saw fit to have their
friends in till after one, ILater the centre of the town seemed to be hit.
We are at the merey of the same blind fury as London, fortunate in that 1t
ie shells used on us and not the flying bombs.

The Germeans are still encroaching on the northern limits. One day
is Just like another, only we become weaker as time goes on. Does no one
eare at all about Florence? except, of course, the Florentines, who can do
little except send their boys to die at the Mugnone. Someone has heard a
radlo which runs by means of a private motor., Montgomery has said the war
won't last much longer, so I suppose that is the resson nothing is done
for Florence. It is a race between the war and Florence, but I fear

Florence will be finished first.
August 23rd, 1944

Last night we were sure we were kilt. After rather s quiet evening
we were awakened just before midnight by § or 6 blasts from a German



cennon in the hills, more powerful than those they had used heretofore.
(It has been suggested that perhaps they are the other secret wapon =
the rockets) They appeared to be aimed right at us. It seemed as if the
house that adjoins us on the southeast were torn away and creshed down,
that perhaps part of ours went with it, as did moast of the neighbeoring
buildings. ;

Everybody went downsteirs except Sig.re Avitabile, It was the third
time I've gone down, not to the eellar, but te the lobby which is vaulted.
Presently 5ig. Leoni and half a dosen young people came up from the celler
and joined me. 15:-; thought the Vills Favard had gone. Someone said that
the Germans were wrecking their fury on Florence because it had always
been so0 beloved by fhl English. I can imagine the saturnine satisfaction
of M.

-There were several young men in the group, Itslians, and three
young women. One was the fair Groatian who had opened the dlinds on the
previous night when I went down. This time her face was covered with
grease but strange to say it 414 not disfigure, rather I think it called
attention to the prettiness of her features in the light of her ocandle.
(We each earried a candle but lighted it only when necessary, sitting
mostly in the dark) The Croatian's "line" seemed to be to keep everyone
moving. She buggested to one of the men that the chairs were uncomforte
able, why not bring some from the salon? So off they went to lug between
them through the little library and down the long narrow corrider, a big
arm chalr; again they were off to bdring a second. Fineslly all were com=
fortably stretched out and seemed at esse, but smother girl complained
that she didn't like her chair, so up popped the Uroatian to ehange with
her, spparently the soul of amability. They moved and fussed all ahout
me but were serupulously polite to me. In fmet the only suspicion of
incivility I noticed in my three adventurous nights came from thoss with
Anglo Saxon blood,
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Finslly T left them all 9 go back to bed, wondering how our small

ataff of servents would feel on finding the great chairs %o be put back
in place. But perhaps the Cvoatian and her friends saw to that,

Whet was my surprise in the morning to look out onm a landseape un=
changed! Mira went up on the roof to behold the ruims and saw not one!
However, two houses on the Via Palestra about 100 feet from us were damaged;
The Rotonda, & round garsge in the “rato was much injured and the trees laid
low; & house on the Prste Just behind us was hit and a little house on the
Vie Rucellai snd & comvent mear by hed holes ripped in their wells.' Also
the Favard was hit, but not badly damaged.

The paper gives & list of all the harm previously done. Umne of the
gsaddest losses 1s that of the medieval houses ssch side of the Ponte Vecchie,
which eame down into the river. It wes the blowing up of the Fente 5.
Trinita I think that 444 1t; (the bdridge was medle passable in three days)
the houses oan never be replaced. The top of the Baptistery, also of the
Campanile, has been hit and the side of the Latheiral. Miss Frogan's house
was not demolished though damaged.

The newspaper that came this morning was a new venture, The Corriere
di Firenze, and it warmed my ﬂrr heart to read a paper sxpressive of the
Teelings of the Florentines, giving late news and exact information. after
years of Fascist lies, the people will have to be educated to lﬂdt;
newspapers again and to take them seriously.

August 24th, 1944

I slept from 11 to 4.350 and feel that life is worth living once
more. Of course in my sleep I heard the rockets or whatever they are
whistling over us, but they landed rather far away. Of what mean stuff I
am made! T never knew my vileness bhefore. In theory I would give my 1ife
for some of the treasures of Florence: The Palazzo Veechio, the Baptistery,
San Mareo, dut when 1 hear the cannon I év-l in my bed and ery out; "any




place but here, oh GodI"™

Yesterday evening about 5 a young man from the house was in the Plazza
San Lorenzo, always crowded with poor people, when a shell struck there. He
saw 3 wounded carried away.

It seems almost everyone went to the ocellar last night even the J = 3,
offieer who never used to think of going down, I suppose the laek of all
aim and purpose strikes fear into us, Just as in the case of the flying
bombs. '

Life is rendered pleasanter by the eare taken of us by our government.
Since Naples was liberated, we've expected nothing in the way of food
(Faseists have not failed to rud it in) but it seems every member of an
Allied nation is entitled to a prize package with sugar, coarse salt, milk,
soap, 10 cans of Phillips meat and vegetable stew), You pay 600 lire for
all this; but the hiteh is how to get 1t? Apparently you walk from pillar
to post, stand in line, in fact, spend hours before you become the happy
possessor of such valushles. A4s most of us Americans are old women it is
rather difficult; only our flapper of 85 is equal to 1t. She takes an hour
of people's time, buttonholing them to tell of her adventures: of how she
browbeat the policeman who wouldn't let her cross the bridge, quarreled with
a Red Cross nurse, bullied an English officer into helping her; It is lung

power that brings success in life!

Ivan I1lie (17 with a biecycle) got the food for Sig.ra Avitabile and
she has given me a little salt,
Water 1s again flowing from the side of our house with the consequent

little erowd with palils and carafes,
August 25th, 1944

The night was not so bad as some others hut there was much cannonading,
not striking near us, more houses hit on other side of the Arno and several
deaths. John Bull's cannon started up after several days of silfence and
has been lively all day today. It is sabout the hottest day (about 90°)
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we have had, though all the week has deen hot to make up fTor a eool July.

bt

+ Usually rinrinni is cool after the middle of sugust.

Lest evening sbout © I was with Sig.ra L. on hsr balcony when there
camé a shell that drove us indoors. It seems it was aimed at men repairing
the "onte della Vittoria. We do not Jmow whether it caused many easualties
~ or not, but the daughter of Sig.ra Dumini, walking near had her leg bruised
with flying débris.

We are rejoicing over the liberation of Paris and the right=sbhouts
fuce of Rumania. If only the end will eome in time to safe Flosencel in
English offieer is reported to have said that if the English attacked the
German cannon in the hills the Germans would at once raze Florence, thet
the English are (oing everything to sa®e the city. Alsc he sald that the
Allies would advence no further in Italy I#J.

The Sig.na Avitebile, ealm and intrepid, is deing great work on the
north of the e¢ity Just on the border where the Cermans still are., She and
a nursge ware for a time in a Casa Popolare alone, condusting a first aid
post. One evening three Germans appenred and entered. They esked "Aren't
you afraid?” "No, why should we be afraid?" pointing to their Hed Croes
brassards. The Germans sesmed preoccupied and uneasy. They made a pre=
funetory examination for arms, ete., but ihn zix;ln guessed that their
objeet in coming was to escape some En‘lilh.Ihﬂiﬂir! on their traill They
finally left, ecame bdack again, then left for good., After three weeks of
this work and & little food, the Dottoressa was moved receantly further
south to look after 100 Partigiani detween 10 and 275, moat of them in a
sad state after months of concealment snd 1ittle nourishment. 5he tries
to give them the English point of view. When they complain that the
English do not advance she repeats whut an officer said to her: "It takes
20 yeara to make a man and only 25 days to make s tank." They saw the
point and said, "ind to think the Italians were sent off to fight in Gresce
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and Russia with no such care, just as cannon fodder."

Onee she was ealled upon to interpret for the English who were to meet
come Germans with eapitulation in view. But after waiting 20 minutes no
Germans appeared! Agein she was called in for a consultatlon with the
German Doctor, or rather thne medlical student who was seting as doetor.

She was told that between Siena and Florence the English lest only
40 dend. I wonder how many Italian men were sent to Germany during that
time, how many shot and how many women outraged.

Parhaps sbout one this morning there was the most excrueisting nolse
1've hegrd yet = something going by the house almost like a railroad train
that seemed unending. They say 1t was British tenks going north.

Afternoons we hear the bag pipes. I'm told the boys in kilts dance
too. In the evenings the soldiers sing on Via Solferino. One night I

heard "wey down upon the Swanee River." o
- Aug. 20, 1345

Johm Bull kept it up all night. There were cmly ¢ or j cennonadings
by the enemy; they sounded a 1little too menr us, probably aimed at the
bridgs della Vittoria. I rejoiced thet they were only a Il;.ll proportion
of the night's work, though the British cannon kept us wall awake; we
meemed to be playing the pert of Walter Tell and having the apple ghgj off
of our hesds, They go 8o high above us that we don't worry.

Another thing thet pleased me was that 4 ~t least of the German shellas
missed fire, Just fizzled out. 1I'd never noticed that before. Gino seys
because something was mot put im that should have been, psrhaps due to
sabotage. Hurrsh!

Yesterday after a sleepless night worrying about her daughter, Sig.ra
Avitabile took to the road at U a.m, and went to her. It's & long way
aend ghe's by no means husky, but she got there, even climbing down into
the Mugnone and up agaln where the viaduet should heve been. She
found her daughter almost at the end of her tether, not so muech from herd
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work and responsidility as from the news she'd had of the Linsteina, her
frien! Luee mnd her mother and sister. The 2 or 3 German officers who had
quartered themselves on them in their country place behaved politely and
they eould find nothing to object to im their conduet. Finally one day
after lunch one of them sald to the Sig.ra Einstein, "whatever happens you
will always be protected, let us go into the library and look over your
papers to see if there is anything that had better be destroyed." ILeaving
the sister=in=law snd twin nileces in the salon, she and her two daughters
went with the German. It was not long before three shots rang out. One
of the 1ittle nieces rushed frantiecally to the German poated as sentinal
outside the door asking what had happened. JOhe clutched his arm and she
begged him to tell her. The tears rclled down his face and he patted her.

But the one who had shot the 3 women, a boy less than 20 years old,
eppenred with his face radisnt with joy exclaiming "Justice has bheen done!"
Then they set fire to the house. '

Prof., Binatein coming home soon after (he had besen in hiding) started
out crazed to seek the Germans %o have them X1ill him, too. He walked and
walked but saw no Germans. Finally he fell in with some British who took

esre of him,.

August 27th, 1944 .

Last night the British pounded away all night=on my head = but I
heard none of the enemy, so I was very happy, I thought at last we'd chased
them back. Alas! WKhen Gdno brought my breakfast he said the resson I had
not heard them was because the guns at Settignano and st Fiesole had been
in mction and were a little too far away for me to hear. Across the river
they'd passed a bad might: st 7 p.m. & church had been hit and people within
it killed snd wounded.

Our poor little iiss Jpencer Stanhope 1is Ipll; by the shelling and
elmost crezed. She talks incessantly demanding: fH; desr luge, Why doesn't
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he come? Tell the Duce to come 1o me." At last Linda took the role of his
duughter and said she was sent to tell her that he sent his salutstions
but wes unsble to come. That calmed her a little.

Virgilio is working for the Red Cross at o. H;;la liuova hospital,
full of wounded, not enocugh food nor nuarses, He thinks his officers un=
fealing to the men. The Allies are going to reorganize the Hed Cross
entirely he says.

It seems the Germans were cecupying ty;_ngﬁal Vineigliata (the
15th century building which was restored by Johm Temple Leader). Virgilio
heard that they hed mined 1t preparing for their d!partur'! but hefore
they got off, the ..A. bombed it, exploding the mines, Xkilling 100 Germans

and wounding 80 others.
Sept. 18t, 1944

Everyone agrees thet the shelling is less ani at longer intervals.
At last, relier!

People are putting in aun appearsncs sfter several weeks of con=
finemant. JIsolina Gabrielll came yesterday. She hed gone for the state
of emergency to u flat in the centre, which a friend lemt her. Gihe
thought sha'd bte safer there in the Vis .rte dells Lans than in her house
on Via Garibaldi nesr us. Vell, when the Germsns blew up the Por Sante
Maris, lesding to the “onte Veeehio (aug. Jrd) she Found hersel? with »
window on that street and up 127 steps from the ground. That same night
they mined |, bridges, Vie Guiceliardinl and Via dei EBardi. 3Before each
bPlest they gave a warning whistle; then there was & frightful commgtion
of the air, Her house stood through it all. For 25 nights she siept 4
e chsir in the porter's gquarters on the ground fleor. GShe's 70 years
0ld end looks as if a breath could blew her away, so tiny and thin, I
seld whet a comfort it must hsave been to sleep in her own bed again.
"Wiell,"™ she explained, "when I got home a neighbor who was afraid to be
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elone asked me to come to her, so I moved my mattress to her flat and ?
slept on the floor in her roomi™

Concetta brought news that the Buroness Cora had been 111 for twe
weeks with & carbunele on the nave of her neck. Though gravely 111, she'd
had no doctor, but her husbend had dressed her mneck 4 times & day. There
is u cumnon in front of her housse; she is almost mad with the noise.

cepts 2nd, 194+

This is reclly our dey for rejoieing over being liberated: JTor
24 hours we hsve not heard ememy cmnnon, the firast time since August _th.

I an lost in en abyss of thankfulneas.

The red tape neceassary to get the supplies provided by the United
Nations (?) Uusl. (7) for each member of an Allled Nation were almos$
proiaibitive. Armida's niece and her husband offersd to undertake the job
for me in return for soms of the canned mest (for which they paid). They
spent altogether 5 mornings of 5 1/2 hours each, wanflering from ocne office
to another or standing in line. They climbed over the ruined ‘or Santa
Maria to the ‘'onte Vecchio and Vie Gulcelardini, back “o the Coste Can
Glorgio snd finally found themselves on the heights of the Toboli grrdens
from whence they descended to the offiee in ihe *itti. Them on to the
Scuderie Neale outside the “orte Nomana, where they came Ly all the artieles
gxoept the meat and soap! Next day they took the route of the dam acress
the aTno snd got the meat, but still the sosp was lacking. Hence the third
trips 10 Phillips mest and vegetable stew, evuporated milk, soap, salt,

B Ugar.
Sept. 4th, 1544

Vita Nuova! Nights without shelling exeept for sporadiec shots frem
the British canmon. Yesterday morning at 4 to make up for owr usual
racket, we had = thunder storm. 4is always the kitehen was inondeted and
5ig. Leonl and Ascanio hed to bale out for an hour or itwo berefontmsd,

becnuse the water wss so deep, I Ald feel sorry for Ascanio. He'd been
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111 all day (everyone has diarrhea) and unable to eat. However he 1s

better todsey.

Saturdey evening the 2nd, we had the Joy of seeing the 5ig.na
Avitebile. Just 5 weeks befope she and har mother had gone off %o the
ﬁnnpitul for "2 or 5 nighta,” Four days later the doctor had heen sent
to maenegze & first aid post almest in no man's land. It was in a workman's
flat building of the Fiat works at Rifredl, The Germans were Just aeross
the streat. The bullding was empty. 5he end a nurse alept in the erache
on 2 1ittle beds put together, The Germana kept advancing nnﬁ the post
was moved further south. Then they slept on long narrow tables = very
high = on whieh the workmen ate. 0She had 100 Partisans to look after.
There were salweys some wounded eoming in. 3he became attached tc them.
Finally she was moved to another house where she sctually hsd a bed after
three weaks! Now the Germans have retreated and the Partisans are des=
mobilized, so she can return to us and to her patlents.

Prof. Enrico Greprl has given har a parsgraph in the psapar praising
her work. He is her head professor end also temporary heed of the Univers=
ity. I never saw her look better! she has reslly gsined flesh, She had
enough to eat end 414 not heve to walk at sll. 5ince her bieycle was
stolen she hsas worn herself out walking all over town,

' Sant. 5tﬁ, 13,{

I went out yesterday, It wes s greet occasion for me. For the
first time in four years I felt free. T have not kept emtirely to the
house for four yesrs, but. I have never felt safe and comfortable in my
short walks. &sven the most favored Americans were sent off without warne
ing to Modena or "istoia, or some equally primitive town to exist as they
eould.

But yesterdey = the Jjny of feeling thet all right=minded peorle een

eome and enjoy Florenee! If I feel so for the foreigners, how much greater
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the happiness of nowing the Itslisns free from tyrsnny.
The Tuangarno from here appesrs about the same as ever. San ¥Ministo
end the Felvedere look down serenely from the hills on the south; the two
domes of the Carmine and Sento Spirito asre intect; aleso the “onte Veecechio,
though one misses « somethiing to the right of it. The other bridges are
merked by makeshifts. Under a eloudless sky I forgot the past and re=

Joiced in the future,



