SERVICE BATTERY 691st Field Artillery Bn.
Fort Sil11, Oklahoma

Friday, May 28, 15L3

SUBJECT: Information concerming the activities of Prt. John J. Schroeder,
Service Battery, 691lst F.A. Bn.

T i umd relatives of sald Pvt. Schroeder.

Dear Folks:

Bathed in perspiration I am determinedly taking typewriter in hand and
sending you an overdue letter. One copy to Cedarburg and one to Syracuse, and
Imulﬂr:ahﬂ another for the new top kick if I knew where he was going to be
in the future,

Evidently you of New York are under the impression that my "morale" is
low from the mumber of letters and packapes you are sending. And the same
applies to Cedarburg, although their contribution is mailly packages. I
appreciate all of them and though I am feeling very well, you needn't stop
the good work.

How I'1l tell you just what has ned in the month I've been here.
I arrived on April 29, was assigned %o Service Battery and was promptly
put to work on the rations truek, loading and unloading food (and eating a
1ittle of everything I loaded and mnloaded.) After sbout a week of this,
I was sent down to Headquarters for half the day to watch the Battery Clerk,
and sent to Driver's School the other half day.

I went to it for about a week
I was puttering around a huge

Then something else happenad. A week ago Wednesday, I was rousted out of
my bed (I really shouldn't call it a bed) at 4 a.m. by a friendly sergeant who
sald I was golng on a little amunition detail. This conslsted of going teo
the ammnition dump, loading an appalling amount of 105 mm. shells inte trucks
and trailers ndgm around-on that live ammmnition; proceeding to the
range where the big guns fired the stuff as fast as we brought it. The stuff
comes in long clover-shaped cartons, eontaiming three shells, and weighs some
150 pounds. It's very awkward stuff to handle and very very heavy.

We got the stuff out on the range and then had to unload it next to the
guns while they were firing. 1 just can't describe the semsation you experience
s when they fire, The concussion is something
alr pounds at you and you feel as though you're
you stand to the rear of one of the guns, you can actually
see the ptrojectile come out of the muzzle and go through the air. Very
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Very interesting, but backbrealding. And when I went through the same
routine Thursday, I determined to try to get out of it. BSo our first ser-
geant made me acting battery clerk and I now work at Battallon Headquarters
every day. In due time I may become a corporal. I spend my day trying to
unsnarl the maze of red down here and only, I fear, snarling it worse.
However, I hope this is permanent.

I have again put in gpplication for the Army Specialized Training Pro-
gram. I have gll the qualifications and am hoping that I mgy get in. Kine
months in college at the Army's expense and after that OCS or a high Nom=
Com's rating, you have your choice. If you apply for officer's training
batmﬁ;;au ?13' for ASTP, you can't get into the lattexr. That's ; I'H
" go wait until every hope is gone before spplying for OCS and
probasbly won't get in because ‘of my eyes, Enmm,ou];ﬂmuillta]l,
and boy, have I got the time,

And now for some current events. The beds are
is bad. The weather is lousy. We shivered in this place this morning while
the rain came down in sheets outside and barely escaped being struck by
lightnming which hit about 10 feet from the building and
In the afternoon the sky was clear
that old Oklahoma wind keep& blowing all
compares to a windstorm in Wisconsin and I'm not exagerrating.
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mnaivedm candy, Mother, and your cookies and hangars, Ruth. Also
ntg regularly--reaches me on Sunday. Will enclose Bob!'s
ﬂ:d.s you are saving them. It looks though the war might be

over by 19Lk if thingagn-ullandﬂuprobnhlyg:adﬂ]imqu.ninwﬁ.

Had nu" name taken for furloughs yesterday.
f’urlnughin'barnharaaadn‘n'tkmwihan - re,
I'll tell you more. It will be either in June, July or August, unless my
ASTP application goes through--then it's out.

That's about all=—-love to all.

maw A __



June L, 1913

Dear Syracuse, Cedarburg and Frosthite, Floridas

Received your letter this evening, Dad, and it gave me quite a shock.
Are you inferring that I don't write? It seems to me I just wrote you a
letter. Amyhow, you needn't send those self addressed cards—they're too
broad hints and you make me feel like a mental incompetent. I mean, after
all, T still knmow your address. And now to answer that pressing question
before I start anything else. No, I'm not floodbound, I'm mudbound. We
started all those floods that you're reading sbout.

T am now established as battery clerk and am still waiting for my

) and L soldiers, inecluding the chaplain's assistant,
and appointed me bartender
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very few days for after
is war and typewriter ribbon if rationed. Going back to the tent
After reading about the army I have come this conclusion:
agbout is very different from the army as it really

That's all for now

‘%@&/



11 Jan 45
England

Dear Folks:

It'e about 1 AM and here we go again. I have as yet received
no mall or word of any kind from either of you. If I don't hear
from you in the next few days, I am afraid there will be another
delay in the mall service, as my days here are definitely numbered
now, I'm sitting tight and walting.

Not much to write about tonight--I haven't been to town and
have been spending my days sleeping and my nights working., 8So I
guess 1'1]l tell you a little more of my activities on the Contin=-
ent, in lieu of anything better to write about,

I can't tell you much, of course, since I don't know just what
comes under the hesding of restricted military information. 8o
I'11 Just tell you what I have seen in the papers over here and a
few other little scraps, which I am sure can give no "aid or com-
fort to the enemy".

’ As 1 wrote to you before, the 1l04th Division was a part of the
Canadian Firet Army for a time this fall. This army was to clear

the Germans from the Scheldt River in Holland in order that the 1

port of Antwerp could be used for supply purposes, The Germans did

a good Job of wrecking most of the porte in France and Belgium,

but we managed to get Antwerp in good condition., If you'll look

on & map you'll see that Antwerp f: a river port and therefore, it

u:uld not be used until the Germans were cleared from the Scheldt

river,

It locoke a lot different from back here, of course, than 1t
did while we were up there, Most of the time while I was there,
I didn't know where I waes and I didn't want to know. The country
was weird-low meadows criss-crossed by ditches and waterways, filled
with water and surrounded by dlkes., The very nature of the country
made it rather difficult for us, It was swampy and of course we
had to crose and recrose those ditches and waterways many times.
And of course, I and everyone elese got wet. And the flatness of
the country gave the Germans good observation for their artillery-
(and by the way, they do have good artillery). We received gquite
a bit of shelling. It was a little scary at first, but if you
have a hole you're pretty safe. I wused to sit and chaln smoke in
my hole while we were being shelled and listen to the whistles,
Each type of shell has its own sound, and you can soon distinguish
what's coming. The old whistle would get louder and louder and
Just as you started thinking that it was going to come intc the
hole with you and ask you to buy it a drink, it would pop off some-
where around, It's a great comfort to have the planes on your o
gide, The RAF worked with us up there and they are plenty good. X
When we were finished, the division went to the American First
Army in Germany, and, as I read in the "Stars and Stripes" recently,

it 18 still there,

Well, that's enough of that baloney., I hope no one cuts any

of that out whep this 1is cemsorsd It's all old and officially
G dprunk
graph 100K8 ~ L+ 1%7?

announced, I'd better quit now-this last para %ﬂ)& does
i s
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KARL RUDOLPH

Brachstedt iiber Halle, Nr. 54

Reparatur- Werkstatt fiir Landmaschinen und Traktoren
Wasserversorgungsanlagen flir Landwirtschatt und Gewerbe

Bankverbindung: Spar- u. Darehnskasse Niemberg

Brachstedt, den =T May 1945
Dear Folksl

.,

Got a letter from Dad today deted the 1Tth and thought I'd drop
a line 'in return and at the same time meke = cerbon for Cedarburg. .
As you can see, I 2m atill in the same place and nothing much has
happened, I will be seeing 2ll of you this summer—-I surppose you
know that by this time but just thought I'd meke it official. I
can't give you any information sbout the movement and to tell you the.
truth, I know little about it myself. It shouldn't be too long now.

Was reading a Tife m&gazine tonight that told about the crossing
of the Roer River by "picked men of the 104th Division". I don't
know how they picked them, tut I was one of thomepicked. I was up to
my neck in that ‘thing. Was the first bath thet I had had in some
time, though., We haven't yet received issues of magszines thet were
published after the end of the war over here so we are still reading
about the darn thing. I still hide under the table whenever I hesar
2 loud noise and I am afraid I'm going to be gun shy for = long time.

My finances sre pretty low again--I won about thirty bucks last
night at cards but lost it all sgzain after paying all my debta. Still
haven't been paid so I will have a pocketful when I get there, which
I will do my best. to put back in ¢irculation in the shortest possible
time. By the way, I'm keeping thet thirty dollsr allotment in effect
even efter I get there, since I won't be there long, I presume thsat
you have been getting it and also the two fifty dollar money orders I
sent home. You told me about the first one but I don't remember if
you ever said you got the other.

Just sgbout everyone is bring home souveniers--pistols, vameras
etc., but I don't think I will. It sort of goes egainst'me. I'd be
no good for the army of occupation-I'm sympathizing with the Germans
already inatead of being hard hearted. They have had enough trouble,
as far as I'm concerned, without putting s bunch of foreign troops all
over the place, but that's the way it is going to be. As long as they
are punishing the right people it is &ll right, bui how are you going
to tell? ¥

Thet's enough on high politics and just about encugh for tonight.
I got enother package of cheese,.  tonight, Ruth. That's about 2ll that
gets through to me, the cheese. And by the time it gets to me it is
50 ripe that people avolid me when I weld down the street with it.
Oh well, you can't have everything. Pretty soon I'll be drinking
Schlitz again, for a little while, anyhow.

Love



