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PREFATORY AND PERSONAL

Tur exhanstion that comes of the inordinate and
exacting frets and aetivities of business, the languor
and inertia of summer fervors, the sarut and sati-
ety that follow the dissipations of social lite, may
find it the great wilderness retreate n grateful re-
prieve and a speady reparation. When the haunta
of game in the woods and the lairs of fish in the
streamsz ineite the passion for sport to couple itself
with the qrest snd yearning for rest and vitaliza-
tion, the wayfarer’s pathway in the wilderness be-
comes s pilgrimage through abounding scenes of
diversion and intoe s realm of fascinstion. The re-
straints and stress of eivilization and the city, for
the time, are exchanged for the exhilarating fres.

" doun and simplieity of nature. The reaplted sporis-
msn, with anly the rod or gun as the sceptre of
his eommanding will throughent the rude domain,
gratifies himsalf and luzuriates aliks in the foot-
gteps of the advance and in the repose of the halt.
He realizes in » fullness of meaning gained from
happy experience, that, indeed,  there is » plexsura
in the pathless woods,™ _

The wildernesses of tha North-West are free, vast
francliises of ennning and fishing. Themany rivera
which vein these immense tracts with rooning

(i)
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watorz, and the nmmberless lakes In recessea of the
wonda, are inexhaustible commone of piseary, of
whose afflnent stores whosoover will, may, without
lot, partake. For an exeursion, and on a vaecation
fortough, to one of these streams noted for tront,
three of the Chicago lawyers in Angest joined in o
party. ‘These were Jamzms L. Hiagm, author of the
worka on “ Injunetions,” * Extraovdinary Legal
Remedies,” ete., Josian H, Busspryr, compiler of
“Biszell's Reports,” and the writer, together with
Lorewze Pratr, & Clicago eapitalist,

The party eomght recreation and menfal rest.
Oilier membere of the bar had journeyed some of
thoee regione, in their vacation freedom, on a tour
of rest, sport and pleasure. They had foond and
reported & full and rare troition of enjoyment, in
their wanderings t0 and on the Brold river A
like expedition, with identical purposes, following
the path of Ceok, Uampbell, Jndge Blodgett and
others, promised equal and similar delight and good.
It was a journey and sojonrn in open air, made up of
eanoeing, tenting, portaging and ronghing pener.
ally, with the incidents of shooting and fishing.

The ountfit and supplies were provided in Chi-
cagn, and gent by the Chicago & North-Western
railway to Bection Eightesn, 8 station of that road
eighteen iniles beyond Marinette, Wiseonsin, The.
vther neeessories —n team for the land route and the
guides —wers engaged in advance at Marinette, and
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met the party at Section Eighteen, The carnes
ware to be proearcd ab Bsdwater, on the Menomi-
nee, where the water travel bagan.

The guides wera Indians, Ons of them wee
George Kagnotash, s fnll-bloodad Menomines, mms-
cular, lithe, active—a veteran of the woopds end of
the Bralé. The other was Mitchell Thebanlt,
mostly Menominee, with a Freuch infusion of blond
and name, with Lis complexion paled to & huoe a
little lighter than the usnsl Tndian copper tint.
Thoogh with the manuers and habits, in some de-
gree, of civilized life, they were esscotially, in na.
ture and native dialect, Indians. In another Aug-
mut & second excoreion to the Brolé river was made
by the same Chicago party, excepting that Mr.
Feanermx Dexteon, also & Chicago lawyer, took the
place of Mr. Brsaprr

Thie voleime ia an intinersry or narrative of these
excursions, It 15 made ap and revised from dir-
ries whose notes were jotted down on the way.
They wera kept chiefly to vary or to fill np and di-
vert idle intervals, or otherwise vacant Ileisures.
The potes were off-hand, und fook the inmprompin
form and presence of the Lody of the fime when
pencilled, It was sought to retain and reflect
ty the writer, perchanee to his fellow tourists,
pmagea of sumimer revels that night, in the
Yight of memory, re-nppear and vivify icto their
original charm apd freshness. Their presont
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publicity is more at the instance of others than at
that of the writer himself,

They are now given fo the press, in the traet that
they may, in this form, prove aceeptable to those
wlho hava aympathy with and interest in matters of
forest and stresn.  Their merit is in their minute
and feithfol portrayal of the resl life and adventores
of real persone in pursuit of holiday pastime and
respite. In the reslism of delinestion they may be
serviceabls, and so justify their reproduction, as
faithfully revesling tha really “jolly good time™
that may easily, suraly, inexpensively and quietly
be had by any reasonable party exchanging briefly
the toile of bmeiness for a temporary business of
pleasnra, and that in distances and with applianees
within ordinary reseh and possibility.

They may show how that bmsiness sped prosper.
ousty while the party was gliding in catioes, foot-
ing portegea, dwelling in tents, sleeping balmily on
Lhemlock eouches, eating with esger appetite, and
withel afiliating into & genial free-and-easy frater-
nity, kmowing and haring only that which was
mirth-inspiring, health-helping, reposeful and in-
vigorating, OF course, this js simply narration.
And while angling waa the main diversion and s
the chief theme of its pages, the work is not that
of an expert or proficlent angler, who cen speak Ly
the card, or from a professed esportsman’s point of
view, or of one who can claim to disconrsze ingtrnct-
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ively on angling ifeelf, or penerally on its delichts.
Nor does it sim to be of the natare of a guide book
or razetear.
# Though dear to bimn the englec’s ailent trda,
) Through peacefiil srenea in peacetilness poraied,™

the writer's experiences with the rod have been in.
frequent and not varied, and wero those of an ama-
tenr and net of an sdept. Wlile ke cannot dis-
eonrse genarally or didactically on this sport or the
pleasura of angling, yetin portraying the real lights
and ehadows of a brief pered with the red, and
somrewhat with the gun, and the content, the cheer,
the fraitions and bappenings of a particnlar party
of anglers while reughing it in the open air, he may
indieate snd illustrate some of that charm with
which angling has slways enamored so many per-
gons of various pursuits, temperament and genins,
und which Las made it & deveiion and practice of
their lives.

Probably the secret of the infatuation of this
smusernent to most or many of the brothers of the
nngle, is to be found in the close and guiet eom-
manion and sympathy with nature essential to the
pursnit of the spoil of the water. Sir Edward
Bulwer Lytion avows that he enn pallizte the wan.
ton destructivensss of angling by s conscioueness
that its pleseures have not emane frem the sueeess
of the treachary practiced towards a poor Jittle fish,
* but rather from that innoeent revelry in the lux-
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urignece of snmmer life which only anglers enjoy to
the ntmost.” Even that Drysedust book.worm,
the recluse of Oxford, Burton, has perceived a hint
of this, and tells nsin the “Anatomy of Melancholy”
of angling, #it is still snd guiet; and If 50 be the
angler eateh no fish, yet he hath a wholesome walk to
the brock, plensant shnde by the aweet ailver stroams;
he bath good mir snd aweet emells of fine fresh
meadow flowers; he hears the melodious harmony
of Lirde; he sees the awang, herons, docks, water.
horne, coots, ete., and meany other fowl, with their
brood, which e thinketh better than the noise of
hounde or blast of horng, and 1l the sport that they
can make”

it needs little experience on the stresm to real-
ize that thie sympathy and eonverse with nature
in her myriad forme of air, eky, woods, water, and
the teeming life of bird and brute snd fish, are &
great part of the bonndless delight of the “angler's
gilent trade’ These mysterious inflnences and
attractions of nsture impart to the use of the rod
s refinement and faccination which elevate it above
the rank of a merely gross, illiberal, and vulgar
sport. Thia is verified in the instanees of many
noted persons who, whila swaying mesterly soep-
tres over the minds of wen, have yot also lovingly
plied anglingrods in the seelnded and goict
stresims.

The recall of a few names will illnstrate how
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even genins hos ennolled and accredited the silent
snd contemplative recreation. Many men of fawme,
even equal to Dr, Johneon's, have been eminent as
angzlers, and have redeemed and disenlpated ang-
ling from hiz snely and foolish sneer.  Gay, anthor
of the “Fables,” and of the “Beggar’a Opers,”
must have fondly haunted and fiched the ztream
and learned, while swaying a rod, what he has sung
in his “ IRural Sperts.® Whoe can say how much
of the prelste snd moralist Paley’s specnlatious
ware meditated when e was seslueively and dearly
trouting the streams of Cambridgeshire? He was,
a8 Christopher North says, “a pellueid writer, and
bloody engler—a ten-dozen-trout-a-day man,”

We know that Sir Humphrey Davy worshipfully
frequented tront-pools and ealmon.-streame - with
boyish delight, and captured their glittering apoil
with rapture akin fo that of a successful experi-
ment in his laboratory, and that he prided himself,
perhiape, more on his *Balmonis, or Days of Fly-
fishing,” than he did on bis invention of the satety-
lamp. The bero of Trafalgar and the Nile, even
after the loss of his right arm, wielded in his left
band an angling rod with s fervor and suecess akin
to that with whieli he waved the sword of war and
vietory.

When Mndame Malibrarn, a queea of song, felici-
tated Chantrey on his supposed con amore chisel-
ing of the marble in his studio, the frank snd mod.-
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ast scntlptor ingennonsly bespoke & roling passion
when he protested: “I'd rather be sfishing!”
And who that las read them has net hong with
delight aver tha glowing pagea ot Christopher
North, author of ¥ Noctes Ambrosionm ¥ and of
numberless eontributions to the literature of brook
and loch, lake and river, that have idealized and
poetized angting into a very nobility and glory of
pport! Cartainly, an smusement which in itself
and in its accesenries hes unbended, diverted and
charmed minds and men like these, must be far
from gross, ignoble or pnerile. It is not wonder-
ful that in its purewit many pentlemen sometimes,
as Burton sleo obeerves, * voluntarily undertaleo
that to satizfy their pleasure, which & poor man for
& gnod stipend would scarea be hirad to undergo.”

Something needs to be said, generally, about the
regions and waters mentioned in the following
pages, the modes of reaching and utﬂizing theim, as
introduetery to the aceounts of the excmraioms
thither. The river of trout, the Bruié or Bois
Brnlé, is a small, clear, e¢old, rocky stream of sixty
miles, issning from Lake Brulé, running sonth by
eact. Mot far from its month itis joived by the
Paint river, and their coromingled waters Sowing
fonr or five miles, and then receiving another affln-
ent, the Michigami river, as blended tributaries
become theuce the Menomines river. This is a
tortngns siream of about pne hnondred and twenty-
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five miles, raoming into Green Bay, with the Michi-
gan town of Menominee and the Wisconsin town
of Marinette at its month. Both the Brulé and
Menominee rivers are bonndaries between the two
states,
 aThe Michigami river has its souree in Lake Mich-
igami, in the jron and ecopper regions of Lake
Baperior. Its course {a southeasterly. Its length
ia about ninety miles. Our poarty struek this river
at Kepnblie, reaching there by rail from Chieago,
and coursed it sbout fifty-three miles, making thence
ovorland and water routes by Laka Mary, the Paint
river, Mud lake, the Tront (known also aa Sugar) riv-
er, Lone Grrave {or Basa), lake and lakes Chicagon and
Miunie, to the Brald, a distance of thirty-five milcs.
‘With the exeeption of the Hamilton and Merryman
. lambering ecinpeny’s camp, about eightecn miles
above ita mouﬂ:, the Michizami, from the point
where the partj touched it, traverses an wobroken
wilderness. This can now be reached by team on a
sapply road from Badwater, which alsv extends to
the herdwaters of Ford river. The Michigumi
flows through the richest of forest seenery, and on
its banks sre numerpus poinis where deer may be
shot, and, at placez where small streams come in,
tront are found. Downward canceing is a most
dalightfnl experience of the rambleron this stream.
The Brulé, formerly, ales ran its whola course
through a complete wilderness, It wus then



X1 FREFACLE.

reached by overdand ronte from Secfion Eighteen,
on the Chieago and North- Western Railway, by way
of Badwater, on the Menominge, and in cances
thence,  Since that tinue, several changes are visible
in the few lower miles of the river. Abontseventeen
miles above it mouth at the Michigani, s dam
has Leen erected, and there ia said to be fine trout-
ing at that peint. A mila below that is Arm-
strong’s Camp, and below the latter two miles is
La Montaigne’s Upper Camp; three miles further
down is Cauldwell's farny, and fivo miles from the
latter iz Stephenson’s Bruld farm. Here iz the
log cabin stk which our party made a descent on the
cook and hie dog,

There is now a railroad, operated by the Chics-
go and North-Western company, the Menominee
Hiver Railroad,; from the line of the former at Ma-
nomines River Jnaction to Quinizeck, about twenty.
five milea. This point ean be reaclied by rail froin
Ohicago, direet, in abont sixteen homis, Irom
Quiniceck & new wagon road has DLeen made
w Twin Falls, DBetween the two falls it erosses
the Manomives on & fine ircn bridge recently con-
structed, and passes near the south end of Bad-
water {or Spread Eagle) lakes to the Commonweslth
iron 1nioes, thence north-easterly, near Flshers
lake, to Stephenson’s farm, on the Brole. From
this farm supply roads run io points on Paint
river, aml alzo o supply road thenee oz nine milcs
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to Bralé dam, recently bnilt. The distanes from
Quiniseck to this point ie sbout thirty miles. This
dam je & mile below Chiekabiddy Camp.
Quiniseck is alveady something of a village, and
is the depoi of several produective iron regions
From Vulean, on the Menominee River Rallroad,
a Fupply road rune to Storgeon river, where both
gaod hunting and fshing may be had, On Pine
river, reached from Twin Falls, there are good fish-
ing and hunting. From Sarney, on the Chicago
nnd North- Western Railway, a road runs due west,
crossing the Menominee at the Peamenes farm of
the N. Ludington Company, to the north brensh of
Fike river. From the farm, the road traverses a
park-like and picturesque country of pine plains,
Norway pinee and serul: oal, and is reputed to be
an extremely pleazant and easy ronte.  The trout-
ing on the porth branch of the Pike, as well as on
the main river, iz eaid to be gnperior.  Bass fishing
and hunting on Caton lakes are very fine,. Thereiss
good Liotel at Clarney, where arrangements can be
made in advanes, for teams and sapplies for parties
i gnest of hunting snd fishing amusement at points
snd in reglons sccessible from that point. The
sportaman way ales nake a fine trip on the Eaea-
naba river, by reaching # by rall fo Smith mine
and tlienee down the stream by eance ot boat to the
mouth, Trovting snd deer hunting on this river,

afford mest excellent sport
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In conzequence of these recent openings up of
mining and lumbering points, and of roada to then,
the sporting realms of forest and stream are made
more ensily and directly acecsaible, A sufficiency
or abundance of supplies, the necessary and proper
staples of subsistence, may be obtained at the rarions
logging and mining pointe. At Maripette and
Menominee a retinue of Indian guides fora joor
ney and eojotirn in the woods, may elways be had.

‘With the exception of the points now mentioned,
the regions traversed by the Brulé end Michigami,
are wholly & wilderness, mnsettled, even by Indtanes.
The only landinarks are the truile or porteges, im-
paessable except on foot, and known only to Lnoters,
trappere, prospectors, locators, snrveyors or adven-
turons eportsmen on summer ramwbles. Thereo ia
¢ sort of habitstiom or goltivation. Not more than
two or three parties, daring a sesson, penetrate
these forests. For such parties the sopplies and
appliances of snbeistence muoet he taken along or
obtained at the lumber campa, and mnst be such na
will admit of being transported in cancce &nd
packed over the carries.

The forests are almost imperetrable, from the
densa loxnrisnt growth, undergrowth and fallen
and decaying timber. Thera are trails or port-
nyoe, na they are indifferently called, tetween dif.
ferant points, snd these are passabla only on foof,
and most of them with difigulty in that way, The
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cance in the meane of travel. The eountry is
threadad in many diractions with watercourees, and
interepereed with lukes and lakelets, and by port-
ages, the cances and the outlit of the parties can be
. traneported from one navigating course to another.

In these regions mink, otter, deer, some bear, sud
waterfowl, partienlarly in their sesson, mre found. .
The sporteman wha ventnrves throngh the foreats
may find in them snd sleng the water a smrfeit of
booty for his gun or rod.  For the most part he iz
powerless, except when near some of the poiuts
within railday reach recently opened, to utilize the
gpoils any more than in supplying his camp fare as
he passes along. Only in exceptivual instances,
and nsnally in limited quantity, his tront, or deer,
or docke, beyond the neede of traveling consump-
tion, must he wasted or Jeft behind, neither suffi-
cing for hiz own prolonged wante or for gifts to
frionds at home,

Ae well ag a canoe to move him, the traveler mnst
Lsve s tent to honss him, and sech ontfit of camping
appliances and such etore of provisions as may snit
Lis taste, his eapacity of trensporting them, the
length of the ronte and the duration of his sojonm.
Mozt essential, too, is the puide, his eicerone, the
impersonated gnide-book of the way, the navigator
of the birch-bark, the carrier of the luggage, the
tent-builder, the log-heap fireman, the cook, the
baker, the senllion, in fact the indispensable general
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atility man and Lrother. He s, or should he, sn
Indien or half-breed, and praetieally they ave tha
game.

He iz a natursl Dorn forester. His nature, in-
stinets, training, traditione, adapt and predestinate
him to the vagraney of the woods.  The simplicity
ahd pancity of hia needs, his being & honter by he-
redity, apecially qualify him for the scrvices and
experiences incident to his position a8 guide. And
thongh in contact with civilized ife, and sometimes _
engaged in its indusiries, the aboriginal nature is
only modified, bat never wholly effaced by his bhab-
itaney and agsociations in town and village; and Le
gtill, like the fox, " ne'er eo tamed, so cherished,
will have & wild trick of his ancestors,” His sanees-
try was forest-born and forest-roving, and by inher-
itance come his cunoning snd fitness in wooderaft
and forestry. The white inen, in these respects,
only compares with him in proportion as le is In-
dianized.

The canoe and the redekin are the fitting comple-
ment of each other. Paddle-awinging snd poling
ate Decessary concomitents of his aboriginal and
traditionel utilization of barks of the trees for a
vessel to float him, and for.a tepee to shelter him.
He is a canceist by a sort of evolution of epe-
cies. The tent, too, is & variety of his race habita-
iton—the wigwam or tepee—the easily construeted
and readily shifted housing and shelter of wander-
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ers. His senses ave sente and sleapless; of whai-
orer pertaing to the wildernesa he will zee and
liear and acent and feel more keenly and gwickly
than those having eyes, ears, nostrila and per-
ceptions achooled in the less exacting necezsities
of civilized lifs. These were our experiences af
Indian gnides, and they are ¢onfirmed by the similar
realizations of other partica. This, of course, ia
the Indian of seani-civilization, #Ff Wiseonein and
Michigan, and not the war-whoopiug, scalp-lifeing,
thieving savags, “taticoed or woaded, elad in win-
ter-sking,” of the preat out-West. We found him
docile, patient, withing ard zealous, and most satis-
tying in his service to us,

An excursion teand theough the wilderness may,
of course, be at snch cost of time, of money and of
sitch lenxth of route as the parties may choose.
The pariy itself may consiet of any number of per-
pone,  The ontfit may be of any desired extent, from
that of conough, on a ecala of frogality snd modera-
tion, to that of marperflnity, on & scale of elerance
and luxnry—either in 8 just comfortable or in &
princely etyle, The considerations guite material in
thiat respect are thows relating to convenienee, rapid-
ity, tacility and freedom: of movement, and the small-
egt and least burdensome of impedimenta of ecourse
subgerye or anewer best those eonditions.

The esgentials of such a trip are simple and mod-
erate, TFor appargl, & beavy suit worn on the per-
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son, dark ehirte, changes of underclothing, snd a
fow toilette articles, are sufficient. For provisions,
# sapply of staples, sneh aé pork, flonr, meal, pota-
toes, hisenit, eoffee and tem, butter and lard, calen.
lated on the eeale of the army ration. A pair of
heaviest blatkets to each man and the tent are enffi-
cient for the dormitory.  With these must be the
tecessary utensile for eockery and a tin serviee for
the talle, To all of thess may be added whatever
faney or taste may prompt, coneistently with the
portable eapacity.

A party of four is probably the moat pleasant and
practicable for companionship snd congeniality.
The number of gnides shonld egnal that of the party.
(ne cance will transport four persons and balf' of
the cutfit, and that and the vessels can convenientiy
and without muoch strain, be earried ever the por-
tages. Theexpense of the trip wilt be proportioned,
certainly, to its time, distanee and kind of eguip-
ment,

A wmonth’s reving and sojourning in the wilder
nees, aa diatant ae that of the Brulé, with ample
ontfit, not atinted of enbatantials for comfort, in-
clnding the compensation of gwides, and fars from
Citicago and retnrn, and the cances, may be essily
aceomplished by cach of & party of four, at & cost
uf from eighty to one hundred dollers.  Those who
have rambled in vacations in gmest of reat. health
and eport, i thosa ot eimilar regions, bave o ooea-
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sion ever to regret their cost In time and money.

Bince thiz work hae been in- type, the map and
tables of routes and distances, have been prepared
and appended. . They were compiled from maps
of surveys or other anthentic sonrees, are ancnrate,
and probably, se a whole, ars the first that have
appeared in any formn acceseible to the publia  The
distances stated in the bool are snch as were given
by the Indians, or were conjectursd by ourselves,
Thea names of places are spolled as they wers pro-
noutieed by the goides, In only a2 few instances
are there arrors of distance or of orthography, and
they are trivial and npimportant. The map and
tables will serve to corrcet them. For these ta-
Bles and the map, and for other valuable intorme-
tivn, the writer is indebted to Arthar T. Jones, of
Mariuette, whose intelligence in respect to the re-
gions traversed, and their facilities for eport and
modes of reaching them, {s as conepicucns as the
obliging apd eonrteous naturs which prempted him
to contribute them,

It the lover of woods and waters shall, on pern-
24l of this volume, be inepired with a desire to go
and do likewize —should he percaive the charin
and eateh the spirit of idiing, rambling and eport-
ing in the wilderness—especiaily shounld the lawyar,
wearied sn gpent in professional laber, seeking to
arcape it and the rosr and whitl of the eity, be lod
by the resding to betske himeelf, for needed recres-
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tion and respite, to the asilense and pesce of the
great forests, and so refresh and vitnlize his wasted
foreas for his renewed work of the desk or of the
reopened foram, then the writer's purpose has
not been fruitless, Lia ambition will Lave been
satisfied, and be may feel that hie has in a senee not
nomaaning and in & messure not noin portant, dene
- something towarda the diseharge of that debt which
Lord Baoom esys every lawyer owes fo his profes-
aton,
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TROUTING ON THE BRULE.

CHAFTER 1.

SECTION EfGATEEN-—THE ATART—TRE ABOBIGINEs AND TEAN-

» STER—EAGUOTABE REFRACTORT —RATN—HELAT HOTAE— -
A DOTTLE-FIEED—A CLERI0 CURNUIGEGN—ON TEE WAY
—ARMA TINOYQUE CANO=—FIHAT BLOQD—GAIETY IN TOH
RAIN =AW INDIAN TATTERDEM A LTON-—BTE Ik BNE0N 4,

AT two o'clock, afternoon, we shunted off, and
domped the outlit from the train, at Seetion 18,
The eighteenness of the sesticn was the most
thera wag of it—that is, its being that distance in
miles from Menoinines. The rest—ihe odde and
euds of it—was a smali, rode, nncovered log plat-
form, with s log cabin and a liitle wheezing steam
gawmnill io the backeround of a Lit of clearing
i the woods. Here bepan oar scqnaintsnes with
the teamater, George Evanson, a tongh Norwe-
wian, with & span of mgged, stout horses, giving
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the moat satiafying asenraneces of poasibilities of
draught in & wagon fit for ronghing, and also with our
nboriginsl guides. The Indians were not the wild
savages typified in the wooden effigy of the annft
and tobacco shops, with moccasing, leggings, blanket,
engle-pleme and tomahewk, and with atreaked and
painted jawe,  One was a full-blooded, copper-skin-
ned Manominea, and the other a mixed-blooded Me.
nominee, Theywere conted, troweered and booted in
backwoods attire. They were stalwart, and secming-
Iy in superb order for our purposes. From their thews
and sinewe we hed a prescience of splendid service
-and all requisita ntilitiea. The first was {Feorge
Kaquotash, sud the other, Mitehell Thebanlf.

The read started reugh snd op and down. We
footed some distance of the journey, to sireich onr
legs and straigrhten the crinkles of the raflway sit-
ting. Kagnotash was grogzy. Ile seemed to fancy
my eompsny, snd, in & warmth of spomtaneous
friendlinesa, vehemently fraternized me, and walked
e band-in-hand, until I tived of thegrip. He pro-
posed zwitching oftt and heading the team by a
ghort ent throngh the woods, T declined taking a
route of continuons shower-Lathe throngh the drip-
ping foliage. Either from this, or becavse he was
steaming ap to faller pressmre from a nip he took
from a flagk, the fraternal affinity rapidly weakened,
and he began to grow ugly, and eoon, from mere
“eugsedness,™ or from_ g streak of imtamed aboriginal
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deviltry, became impudent, defiant and mutinouns.
e threatened to turn back and go home.  Hesnlked
and grumbled. We halted in-the rain, to appease
him, or find what the trouble was. When our ¢uwn
patience waz shout exhsusted ab his perversity,
Le enddenly and noasconntably gave in and Japeed
into sheepish quiet and servility. The proceasion
moved on.

We bad arranged onr time-table to make Peemony
farm for the night. - The showers, however, rather
abated the ardor of advanee. The Eelay House
was eight miles from the railway. When we
reached if, we were wot enough, with o many of
the jolly Einks wilted out of ns aa to make ua glad of
a friendly shelter. Thongh it was but four o'cleck
and the fever of on-and-alead was pot all snbsi-
ded, nobody remonstrated when it was cantiously
hinted that the roof of a honse was preferable to the
roof of & showering sky, and, regarding the situation
ag inevitably determinative, we aceepted the neees-
sity with all posaitle good grace. HEvanson unhar-
neseed the dripping roadsters and stabled them,

Wa four moistly sdvanced on the ber-room etove,
in which was qnickly eraekling the combnstive fuel,
and onr wet clothes, when changed, were sirnng
around todry, and sent up plentiful steaming axhal-
aticns. (reorge had an exelnsive fissk of whiskey,
which ha hegan to swig from, and which made him
again wgly, noisy and very boozy. He mmifered
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and muombled onintelligitly at everytling and
evervbody, snd became an mnmitigated nnisance.
He was smasrt enomgrh withal to embosom the fiery
bottle flibhertigiblbet under lis red elirt, and there
wae no Chieago lawyer erafty enongh to slip or steal
it ont. There was no help for it but to lat Lis
demoniel familist be exhavsted to emptiness. It
waz sharp collective finessing to got him laid by for
the night. As tec inflammatory & raticn for his
native temperament, we determined cut of abundant
cantion to snepend George from the franchise of the
exenrsional grog thereatter.

After supper, we strolled over to the Menominee,
a half-mile walk, for & glimpse of river scenery.
It was nurrow there, and brawled in little mpids.
A short way down the bank waz a large, abandoned,
logiman’s cabin.  There was a ghostly inmate with-
in it, however, 8 Catholie priest with a lay follower,
ntilizing iho gloomy hugeness of the but for tem-
porary camping. They were bonnd np the river
deer-bunting. It was evident that the eonsecrated
sporteman Joved to handle 2 weapon that was not
spiritngl, as well a5 to twiddle a rosary. He may
hare been eaintly, too, but he certainly was not so-
eiable, and jgave us men of the world the cold
shonlder. He extended to us, in no way, any Len-
eflt of clergy; and willingly suffered we to depart
from him without fatherly benediction, or any im-
plied paz voliscwmn,
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Next morning, we were egrezionsly chap-fallen
when we took weather observations, and saw raip,
migns of greater rain, and of rain all day. Om, on,
 was the wateLiword, thongh the heavens should fall,

A slhower, after all, was a trifle, and must not be
allowed to dash

 The aven virtue of our enterpriae,

Mor th' jnseppressive moktla of oor apivits."
George’s whiskey.fiend wes Jaid completely; he
himself waa steaipht, more white and less Indian,
and in fnll feather with the party. We piled in the
wagon and went on, heroically taking the dripas it
carme.

Prait was our gupner. His weapon was a shot-
gon fowling pieee, not bronght for any premed-
itatad service in the way of liavoe to game, of wing
or of foot, but merely as a nsual and handy imple-
ment to have along, if anything ghould come in
the way and permit itzelf to be shot af, and, at
nny rate, to help kill time with, if to K1l nothing
elsa.  He was not & practiced markeman. Wa did
not eount muoch on hie often harming bird or heast,
and he himeelf was not very vain or eoneeited in
the way of fatality or prowess with bhis gun. But
far all that, he trusted in Providence, and io sll the
pitiless drench, kept his powderdry.

Though to any ardent son of saltpetre, the pros-
pect for trigpering was lim, to sll sppearsuces, n
few riles ont, threa sick-looking partridges, soaked
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and bedragpled, epiritless ns wet hens, poked atupid-
ly ont of u cover of brush by the wayside, flapped
the raindrops off their wings and fluttered up to the
limba. This chanes would animate & soul pnder the
ribs of death, and srouszed Pratt o the requirements
of the exeiting erisis. He uncovered his battery, eo
te say, snd got out in the mod, adroeitly etole a march
fo » good strategic point, made ready, tock aim, and
fired. An irrigated partridge < felt the fiery wonnd,
fluttered in blood, and paoting, beat the ground.”
The others of the flock were too weather-beaten. snd
droopy to whir themeselves far away. Pratt fol-
lowed them wp, and agsin sprung the trigger and
let fly, but he let fly the miserable fowle as well,
uohermed,

It rained steadily. We took the pouring wifhont
flinching. We had to. Hydropathic treatment
was unavoidable. It was a great problem to keep
tha etores dry. We tried to tickle onrselves with
mirth, and to weather it, or volatilize the exeeed-
ing moistnese and ourselves with dry jokes, We
jested at the rain, while it was pelting ue. High
liad the face and ill-timed efrontery to torture e
with hiz Arkansas hasl: story, n veriorum edition
of it, snd so yung the changes on it as nearly o
canse & manifestation of our Helay Honsze heah.
Bat in time tha facetim became sickish and too flat.
The heavy levity was too mueh for ns.  "'We relapsed
into eullennees end solks. We didn’t care, We
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were resigned,  We conld join in Talstaff’s invo-
cstion: * Let the sky rain potatoss; let it thunder
to the tune of Green Sleaves, hail kissing eomfits,
and gnow eringoes.”

Ar we jogzed om, the road worsensd greatly.
High and I, jostling on the seat with the driver, par-
tially covered Bissell, Prutt and the tacit aborigines,
who were astride and atop of the load, ballusting it,
and to keep from being pitched off was all the art
they kncw. Ruohber coats proved the wretched fal-
isey of caomtehoue. I wore one, which glistened in
the most assuring semblance of imperviability, but
my ehoulders were no dryer than my lege, The
water streamed off hats, and dribbled down onr
noses.  We were soaked throngh and through.

The rougliness of the road added greatly to the
mighapz of the rain. The last ten miles of way
towards Stephencon’s were simply exeerable. Thers
wne nowhere a level of more than a few rods.  The
velitele esnted from one side to the oiher, threaten-
ing to domp the top-heavy load of men and bag.
giza in the ditch, ereaking and straining, as in
throes of trial, bouneing over cordoroy, and piteh-
ing inte lioles and ruts, Iy way of variety of mis-
ery, soma or all of us got ont and walked, and soon,
as we trod along, our hoots or shoes werezoaked like
sponizes, and squshed the water up our shine and
knees. The ssylum we longed for was Btephen-
pon’e, ond on the emne ignetum pro magnifico prin-
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ciple, we ideslized it into s biissful eanctoary of
content and shelter. The only habitstion between
that apd the Helay Honse wia the Peemony farm,
at the rapids, The road trends to and touches the
rivar.

At & deserted eabin & weather-loond, diamal
Menominee tatterdemenlion was erouching under
its meagre vestige of clap-board roof for eover.
Our natives interviewed him, and lesrned that he
was navigating eupplies up to Btargeon river for
John Btockton and Hobert Ulark, who wers to travel
the overland route thare. This forlerm yedskin
was the solitary huoman being we yet Lad met all
that day. It restored nus to some degree of grim
complacency to perceiva that wa were not the only,
or even most miserable, sinnere in sech a woful,
agneonz plight, Like the hares that went to drewn
themselves in a sheer desperation of misery, yuet
took heart to live when they saw the frogs in the
pool, swelled to hursting with batrachian grief far
exepading their own, our hearts lifted from the
depthe, at the comiorting thonght that at least nbe
wretelred pugan was in more “ dolefn]l dumpa ¥ thay
we, '

When told wa were within two miles of Stephen-
son's pur hearta rose higher from the depths. Dt
it was a too flattering tale that hope told pe. The
buoyaney was prematore.  We did not know what
that repmted two miles mennt, either of distance,
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time, rain, road and trmvel under increased diffienl-
ties. Each mile, in the geing, veemed a leagus, and
the hour and a half of harder pledding thither
agemed to streich te three. After tugzing slowly
and crookedly up a Lill, where the law of gravitation
appeared to operate with more than ite useal force
against oor ascent, the mmch-vannted and eagerly
looked-for Stephenson’s hospice steod before us.

It was a laege, donble, low, pine log and log-
men's eabin of the most primitive frontier erder of
architestore.  But we promptly unlogded ourselves
from the wegon, each one dripping like a bather
from his wash. Thae wooden pile was a3 welcome
castie of shelter. Interiorly, it was fitted up roughly
bat eomatortably, for the needs of the Liardy clwop-
pers, whose axes make snnoal haves in the oeigh.
horving foreats of pine. In one part, are tiers of
bunks for eleepers, and in the ather, are the kitchen
and dining rooms. The loggers live there only in
the winter; two or three persons wera all who quar-
tered there ot this season.

We lost no titne in ehanging wet for dey clothes,
Every peg wround the large stove wae festuoned,
and thirce-legged stools were hung with an ill-
fuvorad display of drenched eoats, saturated breeches,
watered shirts and soaked socks, which eo strang
shont, made tle apartment look like a second-haid
“old elo” ™ shop in Jewry. They were the cast-off
debris of gurmenture, then doing their last service.
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- Of all the Stepliensonian denizens, the cook was the
most itnportant personage to ws, Ile wae a shiny-
taced, stumpy young French Canadian, with o pateds
of Quebec and Boaton. But he knew his business
of ekillet and dish, snd diseerning hunger as the one
commen facial expression of the erowd, he bustled
around with promptnese in preparing uz a meal of
pork, biscuit, potatoes and coffee. The spread
gratifyingly sorprised and satisfled os. At the
signal we charged on the viands, and eoon the hounti.
fal provision vapighed fike the baseless fabrie of a
vision, ecarce leaving crust or ecrap behind.

There wera signs of clearing in the sky, and the
worda “ po ahead ™ were spoken; but then, that we
were well dried and warmed, and ¢ould not surely
forecast drrness and warmth for the rest of the day,
wo eonsiderately resvlved to wail, abide end bear
the ills we bad —mainly an impatience fo be moving
—rather than o chance cthers that we knew noi
of. And, ss if spacially to verify to us onr sensible
preseienca in staying, it was not long befors some
weatern clouds trooped vwp in dark masses, and
reined down like mad, and wade ua eonscious of
how wisely discerning were our prophetic eonls, and
Liow much the woodman's rode cabin was a friendly
bome of eage and comfort. .

We had ample chance to overhaul the tackle and
gea to having everything in perfect trim. Bissell
took the situation contentedly emcugh to epread
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himself on the Soor, pillowed on a satelie], and in the
glow ot the fivelight he vevelod iuthe pages of Vieior
Hugo's “'48” High had a novel, tos, and in it,
apart and with his pipe, was wreapt in pensiva eon-
templation, o a stool.  Tratt and I eoltivated good
eraces sid friendly intimacy with the maerre of
the Litrhetn borsan. The sithation, for one of
weather-bound confinement, was not, by any means,
intolerable.
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IN CLOYEG—AFMT—THE RAD—STURGE)Y FARM—Td DICE-
ETé—A LAXDACAPE AKD RIVER VIEW—AT DICLET S—H1a
)3 AHD A DIKMER—A CANOE—A NONDLE ROUTE —FINAT
CAMP ~— BADWATER —TDM EIFGF—EMEATEATION —MITMI-
HAMI Palli—A TPICEERFL CATTORE—THATL 10 BIUTLE
FALLS—=—DLD BLEDGE AND NEW FLIENDS.

Opr host of the ealin meant n8 well, and was
generous of his best hoepitality. Iz hed a conple
ot donble bunks fitted expresaly for onr elecping,
and his choieest Llankets laid to enfold ns in their
golt aud atnple epread. The arrangement looked
well enough, and promising to our fired natures
of slecp that would be balmy and restiul. Yet when
it eame tima to wrap the covers of the bunk arpund
ng, certain entomological specnlations were aronsed
by the prying research of one of our ebservers, who
liad & restlezs habit of inguisitiveness, and more
than a suspicion of the simex fscfufarive erept
inte our study of imagination snd perturbed s,

1)
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Wea wore in & dilamma between considerationa of
vermin and of propriety,  What to do or not to do,
s as neither to offend our good host or omr better
selves, wap & delicate question. DBut DBissell, in &
panse of the rain, gadding avound with & thirsé for
knowledge, or on a recouncisance of ewnrtosity, had
diseovered a laystack, a huge cone or mound of
mown graes, with a movable roofing over it. He
hethonght himself of the hayeock and imparted the
diseovery to us. We hailed this as a happy solu-
tion of the quandary, The haymow was moved n=
a substitute for the cabin scaffolds, and after the
previcus queation, and then the main guestion
being pnt—the party decidedly preferring the
chance of hay-sewd to a prospect of the hospitable
big—the matter was settled nem. con.

‘Westood not on-the order of going,  To chargeon
and seale the heights of the towering heap were no
sooner gaid than done, and onee on the aummit, we
were: quickly cnddled in the blankets and nestiing in
glmnbrous repose.  All there is of being snug as
o bug io a rog wus each one's happy fate while
annggling in the haycock dormitory. We had at
least stolen amareh on the saspected lectularian
pest, snd instead of if, had nothing other than
slnmler “gently o'er s stealing.” We fancied,
however, that the master of the messuage preeted
ns with ne very gushing morning salutation, when
we crept out of the haystack, I'ossibly he felt that
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onr giving o wide berth to hie tnnke waa rather un-
gracicms—a reflection on his acecmmodation and an
insensibility to the kindness and Lospitality meant
in pntting them into extra trim for oir servica
" The shiny-faced Canadian bweukfasted ns early
for a timely start. A taw minotea sfter five, hefore
there was sun to glisten the drope on the herbage,
we made our adiens to Stephenson’s, and took to the
road, which was exeeedingly reagh and uneven.
At first wewent afoot.  Bat Prati, who was slightly
ailing, perchied on the seat with the driver. When
we mounted and squatted en the lugrase, the
bonneing metion of the wagom made it more un-
plessant t hold the kead and oursclves on than it
wae to walk. The choice between the vehicular and
pedestrian mode of travel was sbout an even thing.
Wa saw nothing but woode, passed two log elear-
ings, heard & eonpla of nnseen choppers liacking
at invisible trees, went throngh a Jarge sugar maple
camp, and twico toucled nesr encugh the river to
eateh its silver glistening through the embowering
verdure, and hear the babbling music of the rapide.
Our natives wenol afoot, tramping ehort-cuts, and
kept in the advance. Sturgeon farm was the first
abjective point, safd to be fifteen miles from Stepli-
ET60T6.

Abont ten o'clock wa eame to Sturgeon river,
where it flows into the Menominee. Fording the
Former ai its mouth—it Leing then from smmmer
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shrinking much down in the month—we stroek the
bounds of Sturgeon, otherwiee New York farm,
which lies there bordering the two streams,  After
the denszity of wilderness and naturalnees we had
traversed, it opened con us like & perepective of
Lieauty and a scena of lifa. There ara some good
baildings of wood on the place, » caracions barn,
store-room, and a large acreage of meadow, the
property of 8 lambering company. It is the hase
of supplies and stores of varions kinds, and also
the abode of the choppers in the company’s winter
amploy. There is an aspect of neatness, thrift, en-
terprise and prosperity about the farm. Iis chief
imporiance to o8, however, was in its capability of
supplying wants alrendy felt.  We were customers
o its sulbeistonee Teservan.

The next point wae Dickey’s. Ten milea stretched
between it and the farm, It was not & much more
pleasing route than -that already passed over. It
led up = hill, end ran = goodly distance along & ridge
of hills, and zome of it was comparatively amooth
going, while other portions of the road were rough
and broken, Wetested considerably var pedestrian
eapacitics on the way, Huckleberries were plen-
titul, and we picked and mouthed onr £l of them,
There was much dead timber, with seatiering nom-
bera of skeleton pines and bemlocks, and nothing
enlivening in the way of seenery to relieve the
cheerlese monotony,
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We plodded wearily on till we renched a bill range
overlooking the river. There was an open space
from which the timber had been cleanly etripped,
atrd 4 deserted cabia then in decay, was the sole vos-
tige of a former boney lugging eamp. The ground
was worthless tor culture, but had & great apparent
capacity for bramiles and weeds. And when its
origine! wealth of pines liad been exbawsted, the
place was abandoned and relapsed into a dizmal
waste. Dut the gite, desolate in iteelf, yet afforded
an outlook of o charming streteh of river end forest
panorams.  The guides, with something of an eye
for the Leaatiful, Lzd told ws of the view, and liad
led nue to it

Hipgh 20id that within Lis experience, which was
vne of considerable familiarity with the indigenss
of Colorada, Uiah and Wyoming, onr Indinn ratinae
warg the first of the race whoin he had known to
Lave a sensibility to the charms of seenery. 1aquo-
tagh and Thebanlt lingered, as we did, in admi-
ration of the vista. Delow ues was the viver bend-
ing, & belt or cutline of gleaming silver winding
throngh masses of verdant forest magically coloving
to varving and shifting hunes, from the stirring of
the Lreese, the shading of a cloud or the full efful-
gence of the ann,  The blending view of woudland
and stream was mueh finer than that at Bturgeon
farm, and wns, really, onr fist vislon of the
Menominee pleturesqne,
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We were tiring of the way, and longing for Dick-
ey’s, where we were to halt for rest and dining.
The plodding slong was wearicome, till the propor-
tiong of hizs ealin, ie a pateh of clearing, loomed
into sight. Like the few and far between kindred
stroctures of the woods, it was of the rude, primsl,
wooden style of architecture. [t fa a trading sta-
tion, longly in its fzolation as a hermit's retreat,
where tha scattered fow Indisus repair to dicker
their furs, gkina and decr, for pork, flour, tobaces,
gawdy irinkets and such commodities ae suit their
primitive wante and tastes.

Dicker, his couk and deg, were sole occnpants of
tlicsolitary ranch. It serves as a dowicile, ss s store -
in a rudimentary form, and as a hostelry or inn, ina
legal Bense, as 2 place where the traveler is farniched
with everything he wants, provided the triveler has
oseasion for very little.  The litle we wanted wasa
dinner. Ourlean and hungrey look was hint enough
to the eoole to vigorously bestir bimself.  "We heard
tha clatter of pane and the sinymer of the fry, and, in
our waiting eggernass, grateful and tentalizing fore-
tastos of the weal crept info our senses in ssvory
wafte firin the kitelien.

While the preparstion was going on, some of us
stratched on the bunks, or Blanketed shelves, for ease.
Dickey's white, shagey dog jumped up sud laid
down Leside the resnmbent, or tried to; 2nd when
kieked ant, betook hivaeelf to another and offered the

2
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same doggish familiarity, but with like result. The
traveling of the day had sharply appetized we, so that
the devastation of bread, pork, potatoes, syrep and
Oalong, surprised, thongh satislyiog, ourselves, but
disquicted the host, Irolmbly, with Hmited pup-
plies In the out-of-the-way cabin, the eaxploits of our
eix able-Lodied appetites jn redocing his stores,
might easily have inspired s2ome anxiety, if not actoal
consbernation. Dot we were traveling in search
of appetites of zeast and longing wnknown to the
lagging or dovmant appetence of the home-stomach.

It wan here that I pave way to the seduetiveness
of tobaces. 1 had long becn a elond-compeller,
but for the two years previously wae a teetotaler in
smoking, and the delicions aroma of the weed was
anly known to mein the vain froition of neeraional
collaters] sweets and sideway perfumes, whiel
chuneed to be whiffed about by other einokers. Iint
here, looking forward to days and nights in the
woods, where, of all places, my ancient familiar or
genine of the fume, would be an always readily
evolked and aneswarivg solace and companion, alike
in the houra of the aun and of the stars, and when
just at iy side I saw Hizh leaning against & tree
pfling eo pleasingly, and 23 if impersoneting all
the beatitudes, and the rich burning incense that
spread in a glory of eloud and edor from his anrber.
tipped and roddy-tinted meerschanm-—< (), it eamo
in m¥ nose Jike tho swest reent that breatles npon
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a bank of violets, stealing and giving oder "—tle
emoking passion eprang irom it trance of two
years like smronldered embers leaping into inetant,
living Hume.

I wasat once irrecoverably enthralled in the deli-
cions spell, and felt my wvtier impotency to banish
the fascinating Batun-templer to the rear. I threw
myeelf headlong, a8 it were, into the foll tide of
fruition. Idiekey had clay-pipes snd yellow paper
packawes of tobaceo with the Milwankes trade-mark
on. Of these I provided a aupply; as they were the
best in Dickey’s lazaar, I wae not inclined to be
critical or Bgueatnish. The luxury of that first after.
ddiiner snoking was & anpreme felicity indesd.

** And the last trace of feeling with Tifz shall depart.

Fre tha amoloe of 1hak mowent shall pasz fom my heart,”

Our prospectus of the journey had nofed on It,
“genoes ab Badwater.” Bnt Dickey’s saleabls estate
included a birech bark. It oceurring to us that
na a bird in the hand is worth more than the poa-
sible or mneertain bird or dozen birds in the
Dbusl, & sanoe we gonld pecnre was more ralnabla
and to enr purpose than supposed or conjectural
capoes wi the river, we advised ourselves to in-
vest in s present vessel. Ot marine force, George
and Thebault, was dispatelied to the river to inapeet
the offered bargain and repert. We put the mat-
ter in our pipes snd lelsnrely smoked it while they
were gone. Their report was eatisfactory. The
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canoe wag first-class, and ready for instant serviee.
Dickey's fignre was twenty dollars.  The seore was
sattled.

Tha Indiang returned to the river, and scon
thence shouldered the vessel to us, when we saw
at & glance that we had acquived a very model
and beanty of water-eraft, It bad dimensions for
rlorage. Lt was stannch and tight; it was graeefol
and shapely; and when George lifted and balanced
it on his head, to carry it throngh the woods, we
saw its rood qualities of form, size, grace and port-
ability, at a glanee. It protruded like an elongated,
bnt seemingly iraponderatle, hood of bark, or hoge
fibrons pad. Notlhing Lot Indisn experience and
patience conld have worked it n way through such
woods, High went afoot with it sud the natives.
It was to be portaged to & point above Twin Falls.
Chy the Erall were two sroall lakea. RBissell, Pratt
and myzelf went with the wagon.

The route, ar landway, from Dickey™s to Badwater
was ten miles, It was not really a road, in the
aenze of that leveling, prubbing, filling snd eut
ting, which are eopposed to be Implied in the legal
conception of a rosd where thers are supervisors
of highways abont. The ground was of varying
grades and forms of gurve; declivities nnd acclivitios,
an spurs of little hills, sesmingly too abrupt for
gafe teaming, snd menscing constant upsetibiogs.
The branches of trees bad often to be pushed asido;
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they seratched into the drivers eyes, and if qur
Nurwegien Jebu lad been long-haired, like his
remote barbareus Norse progecitors, there were
many obtrasive limbs which night have swung
him, like Abgalom, by the locks, The trail was
setctines blocked with fallen trecs, and the barei-
eade yielded only to the axe, or it might be, traes
had to be felled to open & detour. )

One of us went atoot, in advanes, fo exploro the
way. Amncther followed behind to see that nothing
elipped or jarred cut of the wagon. We akirted one
of the Jakelets whieh the Indisne had eressed with
the eance, and sovn after, coming to anctler eheet, o
perilous locking bog or elough extended aeross the
way, and thero was nothing for us but to risk the
trescherous puesage, The horscs plunged in the
elough, and at onee zank to their belltes, and pitehed
torward and fsll, oue nearly on top of the other.
They floundered and struggled a moment. The
teamater waded in, and rapidly unharnessing the
animals, they recovered their loge, and being hitehed
to the tengzue and puat to their metile, after sundry
liard pulle, they jerked the veliele from the mire,
out on solid ground. We were in not & littls sus-
pense as to the probubility of extrienting the wagon,
in ite integrity, from the awkward fix.

YWhen the route touched the river sbove Twin
Falls, Pratt left the team and navigated with High
the canoe there lsunched and awaiting him.  There



Qe TEMITING ON THE ERULE,

were then five miles of roughing hefore na. In
that distance, thera wera the saroe, or inore, obata-
cles to impede our jonrmeying. Fortunately, the
horses were of the sturdy and enduring kind
Their day’s work would have worn down eomnon
serube.  Evansou was an experieneed teamster, and
knew his bumsiness well.  So neither wagon nor
horses had any but trivial wishaps, though it was
alnost a mirsele that we had not been eapsized a
dozen timss. Towards the cloaz of the day and the
etid of the route, diffieulties provokingly innitiplied.
The timber ncross the trail appearcd to be larger and
plentier, and the shopping was more laboriows,

The gleom of the twilight gathersd in the trees
above ug, and before we had made way to the end of
thie trail, the night encownpassed us in darkness; the
twinkle of the stars through the cvershadowing
foliage was too feeble aglimmer to gnide ns among
the meazes. We groped the way cautiously, and,
gpite of hie skill in night-driving, the teamester
ttrove much at hap-hazard, or tmsted to iz horses.
When within a fow rade of the intended sfopping
place, we were impeded in a fastness of fallen timber
from which there was no getting on or going back.
We were wnwittingly impounded for the night.
We were actually nearer thz river than we sup.
posed, ae in & moment or 8o, we Leard the halloo
signal of the water-waylarers, whoe had themselves
Lut just barcly escaped the tate of being Lelplessly
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liznighted down the river,  Onr reeponding shouts
bronght them quiekly to us.

Az we bad to make the leei of the imbroglie in
which wo iad inenared oursclves, an available spot
for eamping wpe foond by candle light. It was
ehort work to heap and five a Iog pile into flames,
With the incressing frradiation of the Diazes, the
darilr shadows of tha woodz lglited vp, and the foli-
age changed Into weipd shapes as the giave of the
Brelight Hlzmined and wevered. They lent us, too,
& glow of good cheer. We sonld well have resigned
enrselves to the situation, were 1F not that the sance
caun p-fire which hrightened ns was the signal for the
mosquitees o ewarn upon us for sn eager recep-
tiom.

S0 top, those winged motes, with most annoy-
ing perforating cffects, the midgets, nnmered-
fully pricked us at every exposure of entiela. Ewen
the pil and tar with which we smenred pur faces,
necka and hands, gave little protection against the
stinging pests.  Tut neither they nor the abmndant
viands of Diekey’s dinner, abated cur eagerness for
another meal. Thebault’s first exploit with kettle
and pan, thangh rather mrriad, 50 a8 sooner to meet
the vehameney of our demands, was hmpatiently
awaited. We eame up smiling to our firat talle,
the provision box, with banket boudles for seats,
and weunanimously pronounced the supper s happy
BLIICCEE,
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We too readily yielded to eleep to e long or
myel worried by mosguitoes and midgots,  In the
tent, thongh, the notes of their morning roveille
were early end vigoromely etrusk, and there was
but slight yearning for a little wope slamber and
folding of the haunde in the llanket conch, The
surroundings were not pleassnt, and we were not
lath to be off on the way, The matinel repast
wae speeded and despatchod witly, at least, the ve-
roted Ameriean devonring haste. We act our
shoulders to the wheel {figuratively} aud helped
the wagon outb of its nocturnal dead-lock,  In day-
light, it eonld searcely have beon driven purposely
into such an environinent of timbar.  Evanson left
ns for his solitery return jonrncy, with many part-
ing good wishes. We then lost no time in moving
onracivea and the expeditionary puraphernalia to the
river bank.

Swmall meadows on either side, with five or =ix
rude Indian cabina senttered over them, all but one
on the Michizan chore, were the vista before ws,
called DBadwater, A agualid Chippewn, with a
fow ragged redskin youngsters, were the populase
that eilently and eorionsdy hung avoned.  Acvoss
was Tom King's eabin home. This nsme was an
sdopted alize. He was really, and of his race,
and of kith and kin, known as Weawbiny-Ket.
IIe was the partienlar native American we wished
to Liedd present imparlance with. For further ad-
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vance, anothcr canoe and another <anceist werc
sasential. Tow was a stpe gue won, therefore, and
o was one of the {wo cances he had,

George Lawled loudly at the cabin, and bronght
out the whole domestia circle, inelnding Tom lim.
gelf, and hailed him to eross over. Halaunched a
birch bark, and paddled it and himeelt into cur
presence. The interview was to the point, and the
negotiation briet. We conld have & cange and we
could bave him, The legal tender reguired for the
first was fiftcen dollars, and the per diem in cur.
reney for the serviees wae & dollar and a quarter.
This was not hard on the esllective excheguner, end
we accepted the ferms, the veszel and Tom. Find-
ing that this moderate item, in gur general expense
apcount, 1eft us a likeral margin within the estimate
for the trip, we thought it wonld not be wuthrifty
to eharter another Clhippews auxiliary.

" The Badwater men of the trile were ont feneing
deer for winter venison. The only ons at hand
waa the tewny vagrant we ficst eaw. Ile, prol-
ably, was too lazy or worthless to go fencing with
his nore enterprising fellows. Thebaunlt inter-
preted our overturas to im.  He, thioking he was
the menopolist of all the present available paddling
forge of the Lamlet, atternpted to carner the market
on us, and strock for three dollars a day.  As in
fask the aboriginal frinmvirste already enguged
wonld well suilice, his exerbitant terins were de.
clined. "When we pushed off, he yazed wiatfully
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ot the departing eqoadron, as if he felt le had
badly overdons the businesa, and had made himse!f
a too greedy juetance of wanlting ambition ovar-
leaping itself.

Tom King navigated his late eance, with High,
Bissell, and part of the luggege cmbarked in it
Pratt, myselfand the bulk of thecutfit, with George
and Thebault for palervs, were in the larger canoe,
which we named the Diekey., Weeet forth in high
feather, This was my own first experience of Lirel
bark narigation. The shapely and fragile coracle
gat on the waker gracefolly aud in feather-lika Jight-
ness,  Its trencherpns unstendingss and vagaries of
cgailibrinm were speedity learned, and demanderl
u eritical and ticklish nicety of poise or equilibra-
tion guite new tome.  We had {0 beatow ourselves
tnost cautionsly, eqoatted on vor Blanket bundles,
with our lega awkwardly twisted, and cramping
erd bemdiug onrselves low, making it an effort and
g study to mwaintain the trim. The tacility of
careaning, the peril of & heedless wovement turning
the balanee, or of tipping her over, made our
probaticnal experiences and trials in attitundes and
positions, for & time, sanything but sesuring,

It was curions how fidgety we Decane and how
often we wanted to shift positiona, and hiad brrepres-
eible tendenay to motions we ouglt ot to and dare
not make. Of course, my immediate notion was,
that the vaunted perfection of the eanoe, a2 a pleas-
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wra boat, and the reputad charne of eanoeing, were
mythical and a fale to be told to the mavines, To
me, the disaster of a ducking seemed too imminent
to adimit of any foolishness or indiscretion.  Biill,
High, who knew the eccentricities of the birehes,
had tokl ws we would got used to all that sort of
thing.

Our Menominees knew their husiness.  One fore
and one aft, they poled the cance slong shore, with
tireless steadiness, and made It speed, mile after
mile, with an ease and wniformity quite adinirable
and sarprising tous.  The Tom King—as we chris.
tened our purelase from him—folluwed elosely in
por wake. IMigh and Bisseli puffiingly devoted
their Chieapo munsele to oceasional shovt paddling,
adding their Ly-play of momentom to Tom's push-
ing. To surprised s wild duck napping among
the grasses fringing the shore, and dispatehed him
with a etroke of hiz pole. This took the job off
Pratt's hands of firing into the nnwary waterfowl,
By oeon we had reached tha mounth of the Michi-
gami river, » tew yards up which are the falls, a cas.
cade of about thirty feet in hight, vver whicl the
whole atream rushes in one velyme—but without
any picturesque accessories,  Weo ran in for luneh
and to prepare for a portage.

By overland, the distance is three miles to Bralé
Hslls, while by river it i seven milea, We pur-
posed sending all the load hy the Dickey, and to
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trail to the Paint,snd as that river comes 1n near the
falls, and wounld have to be erossed, to portage the
ernalier canoe for forriage there.  'We wers eager fo
reach the river of trout eooner than we eould by the
water aseent, and besides, we wanted to relieve ol
selves from the weariness of our compressed, and in-
the-stoeks-like, sitting in the canoe.  The boys—for
that was the term of designation of the gnides ameng
ourselves—having engarad in sulinary procedure,
High and I mounted owr rods to employ the vacsnt
interiin in prospecting the waters for possible tront.
Tratt and Biseell lazily reclined in the shade, eniff
ing the savorinesa of the coming dinmer

We brouglit up elose under the falls, in the moist.
nre of the spray, for the piscatory teial. T had the
mishap of elipping a foothold from & wet bonlder end
pitehed half over and in among sharp rocks, with
the slizht damage of pecling a shin.  High posted
‘himeelf sn & projecting rock and patiently whipped
the fvaming eclement with his fly for a conjectursl
trout, bot it was love's Iabor lost, and when his as-
eiduity waa at length rewarded with the capture of
a worthless chab, be rotired with intense disgust
from his ecigoe of rock and from the experimental
s ot

But the ignominions chub proved a prelude
of good lnek to me. T impaled it on my hools, and
threw in a shiallow pool, whieh was fopmy and froth-
bubbled and an eddy belew the caseade.  Some om.
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known straggler of the fins pouneed en the lait,
and dashed off with a few yards of line, but flopped
off without making way with tha cliub. 1t was cast
again, and bad barely sunk noder the foam, when
quick, like an electrical effect, T felt the jerk and
heavy pnll of soine fish that would put an angler’s
gkiil to the test. Tt wearly pullad me off my feet
The tip of the rod enapped, and the line went buzz.
. ing dvwn stream.  The broken tip prevented play-
ing, but I pereeived the fish was struck, and began
reeling up, snd then found T was dragging the eap-
tive on the bottom. He made & juwp which
foamed the water and revealed hia size, but he was
fast on the hook. T slowly worked Wimin, When
it waz apparent what a monster he was, High
enatehed wp a elab and volunteered to brain him
with the timber. I declinad the barbarons sagpges-
tion, and bromght him ashore legitinrately.
" Cagt em the bank, be died with gasping paing,
And Prickling Llosd his silvar mail dizhina, "™
1t proved to be a ten ponnd pickerel. That cateh,
when taken in, mede a aenzation in the camp.’
When I inentioned High's generons offer of smash-
ing the fish, it was noted as one of the wondars of
the country to kill ducks with a pole and cateh fish
with & elah.
Thebault and George loaded all the ontflt in the
lerger canoe and ptarted it wp the river. Tom
shouldered the emaller one and balanced it on his
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lead for the carry, and with it, tendged thregugh the
wordz on a erocked path, 23 ensily overcoming the
abstacles of the way a3 any of as who enly carried
rods and baskets, and keeping eqral pace with the
party. This facility of portage, as, alse, muother
nee to which it was put, when Tem elanted 1%, in-
varted, against a tree, to shelter vs all from a zud-
den drenching shower, went far to diapel my skap
ticiam: as to the many boasted merits of tho hirch
bark canoe. DBissell was ambitione to eatch the
firat glimpee of the stream which wes the longed-
for scene of our eport, and with this aspivation as
at accelevating impalee, kept the extreme front of
the line of march. When, at length, he vocifer-
ansly shomted “ Brnld! Brnlél™ we huzzasd him
Dack an uproarions angwer, * the Brulé! the Brulé!®

The Paint coming in there waa frothy and foam-
ing with rapida. "We had to ron the apparently
portentons ordesl to reach the further shore of the
Bralé. It would Le my first personal experience
of the kind, and when I sew the water bursting
madly over the rocks, and knew that the slightest
misealeulation, or swerve, or aceident, mizht eap-
size the hireh or desh it in pieces on 2 benlder, T
was, at leaat, & teifla anxiows, Dot I slso krew
that Tom Iing womld hold it firrely and well in
Land. Wawera acarcely saated, when almost before
one could realize it, we were swept safely through
and over, and tonclied owr feet on the bank of the
Brolé,
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The fiehermen were ready for o trial of the rod
at the vory first. Eagerness became entlinsinsm,
and the party, exeepting myself, at once songht
laces in which to throw their flice. I was not
yselly just then, so piseatorially frantic as that
*with wings as swift a8 meditstion er the thunghts
of love,” I ghounld aweep to my troating. I pre-
ferred a leipurely stroll, to take in the situatiomn.
Straying enly a few paces among the trees, I came
wpon a full-spread tent in which, throngh elouds of
tobueeo mnoke, I discerned a pacly in shirt-sleeves,
vigoronsly flipping eards in a gane of old sledpe,
The zentleman, who seid he had played the denca
for low, wae first to see me, and his and my sniprize
were pimultsnsons and mutnal. The surprise wae
Tor a fow nstants only. There was g precting afl
aronnd, [ was invited to 2 camp-stool, and eaf.
Who thoy were and from whence, who I was, my
whereftomw and wherato, wera mysteries only of the
Iirief interval in which hasty self-introdactions cowld
he exchanged. Enough of their story and of their
recent travel and happenings were made kogwn to me
to enalble me soon afterwards, as matusl friend, to
introdues them and one party.

My comrades Yad etraggled in, looking blanlk, as,
im all their switehing, weither had had & rise. Dint
they forgot their chagrin in the pleasare of the
naw acquaintance, which was not long in being pat
on most friendly footing. Our tents were pitehed



29 THOGIING 0F IHE BRULE.

uear theirs. Wa were paighbos at once. DBut
the new friends did not divert Biseell from Lis rest-
lezs and hopeful ambiticn to swoop ont » mess,
and with iz rod he started ont ie quest of anuse
ment. Wlhen he rejeined we, he cackled rather
trinm phantly over a single puny tront ke hod eap-
ured, beeanse it was the firat trophy of tha eampaizn,
Ohur neighbora had a portalle oven, and prepaced
s 2 pan of biscait which were as light as the
bolbs of fonm on the water, and with tliem and
the spread from onr own aupplics, we thonght the
refection was elegant.  Had Dickéy been thers to
observe the guste of enjoyment by ns, he would
liave seon that appetite lad lost nothing of its
liesltliness by our further travel 1o pursmit of one.

The evening and night wore delightfully away,
in a cirele of both parties around the eump-five,
in goesip of sport, travel and experience by feld
and floed. Cur neighbors had lLeen encunped
liere for 4 weel,  They Liad tronted no forther then
Kix or seven milea up the Bimlé. Tleir succesa
had not bLeen brilliant, and was not encouraring
to ug. Puot then the stream war Iower than now,
when it wns swollen from the raing Tley had
It just tonched the region of prosperons fishing.
But they soothed and eonsoled themselves in the
eonfidence of meking up for lost time snd dearth
of tront, by reprieals and compensation on the
deer dewn oo the Menominee. They were excel-



BUMNER WATFARING. 33

lently equipped for that sport as well a8 for com.-
fortable sejourn iv the woods. These gentlernen
were G. D. Hayden and Q. Darry of Alton, and W,
W. Brown of Jacksonville, Our soalabilities with
them were prolonged till late,  'When we retired to
the blankete we were lulled into deepest sleep and
into dreams by the murmer of the waters that tom-
bled at our foed,
3 -
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WaiE woodsmern, the weather prospecis were
our first eoncern. Beyond the ranga of Old Proba-
Litities and his reports, we could only forecast the
changes firom the air and skies. To bedrenched in
tha rain, or to shiver in a4 raw atmaaphere, was not
favorable to cnterprises of’ pith and moment. The
early moming signe, when we looked out and read
the heavens, were portentons of showers, and boded
no pleasant starting of our Alton friends downward,
or of our own starting apward. The tokens, how-
aver, soinewhat later, were more hopeful. The slond-
iness while we were breakfasting and then smoking,
partially disparsed, and fitful glimpees of snu carme

(34)
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theongh, and much enlisened the prospects of the
day and oursclves. The Alton party, when it was
seen that no more than showere, and not torrents
of rain were probzble, struck its tent and shipped
its impedimende into the battean; and after an
axchange of wann parting civilities, embarked
and rapidly dropped dewn oul of view.

Onr care was, then, to pack up and pack off. Our
mission of sport wonld be vot really begun until
we wore ot the bosom of the Brulé,  'We thought
onrealves weather-wise enongh to predict » dry, if
not .clear day, eo we set ont Lopefully. There
weretepids at the month of the river. The Indians
forced tho cances wp the foaming torrent. 'We
passed them by a flank mevement on foot. Iigh
and Diasell sometimes tarried at points, and risked
. & footing on unstendy logs on the shore to throw &
fly. The only snecess they had for their paine, was
to permanently hang some of their fackle on ob-
structive linahs,

When re-eimbarked, Pratt and myeelf, with Ka.
quotash and Thebanls, manned the large birch, and
as the armament was borne by it, it was the gun-
boat of the flotilla.  As we were now making head-
way inte the srpposed domain of deer, bear, wolf,
fox, mink, mnskeat and duock, it was fit that onr
eraft should lead the advanee. Itwas Pratt's mission
tg denl with any Lapless ereature of the Brulé aui-
msl kingdom that mrightappear,
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i to nooh not & trout was faken.  This did not
dishearten us, for we had not yet touched the
verge of the tront fishing proper.  That, after luneh,
and nn honr further on, the loring fly began to
strike the responsive lsh. The canges were Leld
st & stand, by the setting poles, at inlervals, and
the water was vigorouely whipped withcaats, Ase
trouteman, [ was the decided woview of the party.
My throwing was rather wild, and Pratt was more
particnlar shbout it than I wus, watching it more
than hedid his own, and, though I did not canse him
an optieal eatastrophe by whirling the hook in kis
eyes, he fearnd [ wonld, As to twisting my line
with: his, or wrapping it round his rod, be didn’t
mwind that much. It wes merely onr good lack
that the cance did not capsize, when he ducked his
hesd down, on one side, to give my lina elear swing,
and threw hor out of trim, His patience was above
all praise. ¥ Look ouf, King!* was the sharpest
of his cautionary expoatolations. I tried to look
out, and I know he did himself, vigilantly lock
out. Nor had I the trsined eunning of hand to
aecurely fasten a fish. My jerking was too soou or
too tardy. Pratt, however, was good enomgh fo
cnconrege ma by telling me I wonld scon get my
hand in.

Georga ran the cance fo » large boulder which
parted the river into swirls belowit. I preferred
it for a base to east fram, mther thao from the
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cange, in which I did not yet dare perpendicalar-
ity. T stappad cut on the rock, anud cast & fresh fly.
In & twinkling it was snatched at, and to my sar-
prise, I had really strock a trout of dimenstons, as
was plain from the lively strugple it made. Tat I
Lrought him in. It was about a fourteen-ouncer,
It was the first trout I ever eanght. The achieve-
ment brought down the house, and the whole pariy
lnrzzaed witha will. T was once told that the senza-
tion of eafching one's first tront was akin to s
father’s elation over his first baby. That wad a
sriterion of the eestatie of which [ had bad only heay-
say exparience, but, thonghin the taking of the trout
thers wae 3 bit of eatisfaction, it did not electrify
me into thrills of delight, even thongh my vietim,
by ita size, dwarfed the petticr catches of the day.
. The clonds began ominons lowering, and provi-
dent forethooght moved us on to the intended enmp-
ing place. George and Thebanlt knew the river
and tha eligibilities of shores, gmnnd situation,
distance, ete., for encarmnpment, and had an atore-

thought E.pul: selectad. In the previous summer
Thebanlt had camped and cooked there in the eerv.
tee of onr bar brethren, George ©. Campbell and
Burten C. Cook, of Chicego. We puehed on stead-
fly, 0 a8 to foraran the rain.  Bissells taste of the
gport wos not entisfied with random essts from the
eanoe.  He torned up hiz breeches and stepped out
to wade the rifles and eorrenta at will, in gueat of
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wora troat. Ho was left groping and stumbling afl
about in the water, to be returoed for with a eance
to carry him to camp.

The eamping ground was o high, steep grassy
bank, 8t & bend, and with & space, under immense
trees, already clenred for prior camps. We: had
come bo it in eomplacant mood. Wo had mnde a
fair start in tronting.  The record of the day, not
so moch for ite connt—tity-five —Llmt a2 a promize
of better yet t0 come, a catching that wae but o
cheering prologus te the move lavish performanc:
that was to fullow, was emincntly satisfactory, We
wore just enough fagged to mmke rest enjoyable,
and hungry enongh to make the evening eulinary
proceaz most appetizing,  OF eonrse onr loard—.
iiterally g0, & box cover—was luxuriously spr.ad
with & fry of trout, the first banguet of the fins te
which wa sat, and that, foo, with atomach cpough,
Indian appetites inaludad, to elear the platters.

While George was »oing down to Lring Bissell in
from hie angling waddle in the strean, he staried o
deer.  Whew he afterwards tald ws tlis, Pratt
pricked up his eard, taking it for granted that the
buck wae a straggler or foreranmer of a lerd not far
off’ in the woods, and lns eyes glistened at the thooghi
that if there wae snch game afuot, thers muost he
sport alead. The mosgnitoes burdened the air with
their sunga, but the oil and tar with which we copi-
cusly anointed ocurselves served to repel them to
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respoetfnl distanes, until, at least, the malodorovs
unguent lost ite effect, and then the slicking was
repeated.  On the whole, in that, oor first camping
ot the Druolé, an eninent senze of ratisfaction oeto
the day itself, and sa to the prospects ahead, per-
vaded the whole party. )

“ I turned in early, with s slight headache. My
eomtades had no idea of prematrrely reticing with
too warch trout to Tealthily go to bed with; and
while the eamp-fire was wasting to embers and
ashes, they reclined in the tent, in the fading re-
flection of the dving light. TlLey were not, them,
the eontemplative inen anglers ave said to bz, Be-
tiwzen the anatehes of aleep, I heard high discourse
among them abont Dharwin, evolution, Swedenbor-
glanizm, and aleo other rambling profundities of
theory and speculation. When their jaws wenried at
lastof their verbosity and of what, i tny somnolence,
appearad inccherent and windy twaddle, another per.
turbing element to preveut sn ¢ exposition of eleep ™
coming upon nc, was & rain which set in. This
of itself shenld have proved only a gentle Inllaby
io elamber, bot, te the common dismay, it was
foumd that the tent was leaky, and the shower was
dripping througl it.

Onr concern was more for the provisions than
for vurselves, and though the ponchoz st hand had
not bean A sneeess on the wazon route, in the way
of shedding eontiunous torrents, they wera imper-
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vious to the drip of the leaks, and the stores already
in the tent were covered with rubber conts. These
protected the commisaariat wetl enongh, bt lefi ns
exposed to the drizzle. However, the general hu-
ntidity and diseomfort of the sitvaticn, and the
dampness of *the drapery of the conch,” did not
prevent the party from finelly eettling into stillnese
again, and from sluntbers that would have been re-
freshing if they had been more prolonged. But the
mosquitoes swarmed estly to their morning onset,
and browght us to the seretoh and fretted us mevei-
legsly, Fwen the enstomary dope lost some of its
repelling virtua, The consegqmence was, wo were
irvitated and onwilling early risers.

For the breakfast, Thebanht eclipsed all his pre-
vicus culinary snecesses, in the way of fried corn-
meal crkes, in Indian stvle. Probably a knack
for preparing the native maize, in ite simple and
natoral exeellence, is an inherited or traditional
trick of the native race, bnt, in this instanee, In-
disn inatinet waa blended with enlizhtened art in
forming a superb farinaceons produet.  Ounr sofle 4
mangsr wss the ground nnder epreading foliage,
We squatted on hlanket bmndles, or on a log, for
sitting at the board. Tha erockery and ehina ser-
vieeware platters, and eapa of tin, apan new. They
were better to ne than pieces of Bevres or poreelsin,
Thongh not decorated with any of the infinite
deslens or traeings of the ceramic art, in their glis-
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tening spotless lustre we could see our own broad.
ened and grinning fases refleeted.

. High, thinking the shining morning eaim was pro-
piticns for working up his diary, earefully fixed hin-
gelf in the mosay root of & tree, opencd his neat mo-
rocoo-covered red-edged note book, began jotting
down, for the sponse at home, the events—a kind of
pilgrim'a progress—of the teip. Thearrearage of the
past daye of our itineracy, the book eo far being in-
noeent of a single diarial pencil trace, appesred too
mueh for any reasonable patiense and diligence at
hia command, DBezldee, to recall and eet down the
wretchedness of our firet daya on the road in the
rain &nd in the dumps, was, in e degree, to renew
and go throngh all thoss infelicitles again.  Hepre-
ferred oot to live them over, even by way of remninis-
cence. He said he was disgusted ; that & diacy
wag & plague anyhow 3 that his promise to his wife
wae neither willing nor considerate ; that to keep it
was not practicable ; that his cue, now, wae the
rod and not the pencil. He was on the point
of declaring an abeoluta rescizalon of the contract
with his wife. I ventured to ramonstrate with him,
and rallied him on the enormity of his threatened
recreancy to the ohligations of loving and well regru-
Isted husbandry. He said he wounld further con-
sider, and at laast would pledge to ua all that he
would tabulate in his note-book the fgures of our
fishing.
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It was Bonday, and we had the Snnday question
to deal with, How to pat in the day—ead, sleep,
tishi ‘'There was a lited espply of profane lit-
eratura in eamp, but not any sacred, snited to the
day. No Moeses or Matthew, but eome Viator Hoge
and Wilkie Colline. For short exercises in read.
ing that would not gver-tax the mind, I had Timb's
“Centory of Anecdofe.” Allof it was pretiy thin
nutrimentaud not at all sanctifying and but slightly
more entertaining, The fact was, we had an im-
pression that reading, even novel reading, wae
ratlier out of order, or an incongruity, in & party
the first postulate of whose progamme was eum-
plete mental vest.  The trip was intended a3 & for-
lough and off-duty to the collective and individnal
brains of the Chieago gelaxy, DBy no very subtle
casnistry we satisfied ourzelves that literature was,
therelore, not just the recreation for the day Lefore ne.

Ifigh, an the veteran, experienced in Sabbatizing
in the wowds, after some yawning and wearizone
lonnging, equipped himself for reversnt diversion
with the flalies, and sommitted hiwself to Tom aml
the canoe for combined meditution and fly-fizhing,
np the silent river. The exanple contagiously in-
fected Fratt atnd myself, and, ander the guidatos
of Thelanlt, our ganoe was eped on the waters in
similar quest of edifieation and trout. Dissell was
truer to the day, to the traditions of his Christian
aneestry, and to the teachings of the shorter cate.
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clisi.  He laid hie rod on the slope of the tent for
unbroken Sunday rest.  He remsined in the pamp,
and, oo the ples of neceasity, employed a eonsider-
able degree o his thoughtful reverence for the day
in patehing his breeches and in overhauling hie rig,
and then forvther satisfied his meditetive disposition
in a selemn perssal of one of Vietor Hogo's ro-
tnanees, His sartorisl efforte wonld have dome
eredit to one of those nine wiseaere tailors of Tooley
atreet.

We stopped hLere and there ot hap-hazard to esst
abont e, We eonld get rises at nearly any point.
I was more than ever satisficd how Hitle T knew, and
how muoch I Lad to leaen, of tront feling, and that
I was not particularly well fitted ot to learn. My
earlior piscatorial experiences and trophiss of sny
at all notable sort with gwna fishes wera wholly
thoze of bass.fishiny in Bouthern Indiana, I had,
without eonferring with any one who could have
enlightened me g2 to the best or the proper omtfit,
provided wyself with only a bass rod, of perhape
eighteen ounce weight. It i2 troe, in choosing it,
L Liad an aye to use in the lacuatral bonanezas of bass
on and in resch of our route of which 1 lind heard.
‘But even tha taste, already, of tronting had almost
wholly disenamored me of bassing, The rod for
bazs, I now saw wee not the rod for tront. Mine
liad toc little of fhe whip, or of springiness, and
required a more mosenlar arm than mine to wield
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it slashingly snd whizeingly. Just what it was not
I knew from Dratt's elender and elastic eight ounce
rod, which he handled lithely and lightly, almost as
freely as if it were a Jady’s riding whip.

We landed at the head of s small jsland and in
the ehore chute, and Iratt happened to strike alnsty
trout, bt in lifting it, got his rod demaoralized
among the limba, and loat the fish. The river waa
runoing compsratively high, with the swell of tha
Iate raine, Most of the riffles of the normal stage
wore coversd and swollen into aimooth, swift cur-
rente. It was easily eanced with the pusling poles.
They would strike bwottom anywhera except in rare
deep holes. The water was little roiled even with
the washes of the rain; its bed was gravelly or rocky.
A8 s coneegnence of the tumid volome of the stream,
the trout seemred dispersed from ordinary poole, and
tea’tered broadeast through the whele river at large,
o that wherever we choee to hold up, and cast from
eitler side, we were almost sure of siriking the
vagrant ﬂsh

While out in the sfternoon we were wetted with
the nsual shower, We very little minded & sprinkle
or & moderate rain.  After we retorned from onr
eroising, Fratl went gnoning, s few paces in the
wiods, and broke the solemn forest silence with s
shot which breught down a eclitary pigeon that
wns stupid enough to moan its loneliness in & pine-
fres top so near the camp. After the evening re-
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pest we loitered arcund the fire, some of uwe dili-
gently burning tobaees in the pipes and listening to
the Indiana, who related to ns their forest adven-
tores, and incidents of their trapping mink, otter,
wartin snd beaver, in thesc and other regions, If
wu Liad nesded more than the oppressive stillness,
the deep shadows and heavy foliuge which over-
gpread ug, to remind us that we were in the wildz
of natare, the owl of a wolf which we heard In the
diatance wonld have been sseurance enough,
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Tuouer we had slept coldly and brokenly, it was
Jovous in the morning to greet, with opening eyes,
a full flush of sunshine and & elondless sky, really
the first of the trip. These happy anspices were
enjoyed and hailed by us as signs of weather fair-
ness and hettering, and of eplendor for the day, at
least, and we hoped for many days.  Before leav.
ing, the eamyp was formally christened Camp The-
banlt, in honor of Iim whose masterly cenniug in
the kitchen department had won the good opinion
of vz all.

With cxbilaration and bright as the glow of the
maorning, we embarked for ap-river, snd for a time
on the way, the beama of the snn touched the rip-

(46)
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ples, made by our entting the water, into dazeling
sparkles. Bt after sll and after a while, the cheer-
ing resplendence proved delusive aud flecting. The
dny, erc long, turned ont to be like one of April,
*Which now shews all the Leaoty of the san,
And by and by o cload takes all away.'

As it were, o dtm smole, a shadow, erept upin the
west, and soon forined into s elond which rapidly
advanced and spread. It not portending a storm,
it, af least, boded a shower.  The full capacity of
propelling power waa applied to horey us to the
Windfall. This is a point fifteen miles from the
month of the river, where & tornade had Ileveled
the furcst at some nok remote period. We conld,
at the same time, dine and shelter there.

To make for and reach the Windfsll Lefore the
rain was then all that onr foresight and timely press-
ing speed barely epabled ustodo.  The Menominees
got the tent et almost in a Jiffy, and we and the
cargn were 1o more than under cover, when o most
gopions rain began. On the woy up, we had not been
idle or indifferent 28 to trouting, bnt had vigoronély
glashed the lines on the water, farrying briefly by a
tree, a log, nnder riffles, or alanmide of & Loulder, or
it & emooth reach,  The baekete were plentifully re-
plenished, and with choicer spoiis, on the average,
than those of previons sport.  There had been other
Brulé voyngers here at some former scason. We
diztovered, In the bushes, an abandoned birch-bark,
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in a stage of decrepitude which showed that ita
carcerr of floating was endal. A sorry looking
rusted eamp kettle, aleo, hung on a branel near by
it. Like onreelves, doubtless the navigators of the
craft had put in at s0 focbidding a point, under &
stress of peeesaity. There was nota single aliract-
ive featnre in the whole landscape.

We appeased the eastomary noon-day hunger ou
a troat dinner. The rain had abated sofficiently
to allow of frying by the eamp fire, In e paunse
of the alements, High sallied oni with his vod, and,
from a peixhboring log, essayed the stream & short
while, and was suegesefnl in killing a nomler of
bandsoma fish. He qnated an accepted piseatory
snthority that trout will not rise atter s rain, and now
claimed that his repiete basket avonched a different
story as to the ready hungering propenaity of Brnlé
tromt, at least. Seeing the resolts of this breeze of
prozperity that set upon High even under the clound,
all of us ventured on mn afternoon trouting crnise.
High and I had our canoe gnided np stream. I
Lrowght to the beat cne of the mammoths of the
water, George reached ont o eeize it, but it fopped
off, end shot away like a lightning fasl.

‘We had wandered some distance frone camp, when
the remorseless clonds suddenly frooped mp again,
frorn oll gnarters. The demsest phower of the day
buret upon us. We as well 88 onr comradas in the
other birch, made fora gronp of towering cedars over-
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bramching the water, and laid by nnderncath. Wao
harbored there an lwour, patiently waiting the stop
or glackening of the down.punr, all the while, too,
tha percolating deops pelting us nntil we were
“domnition meist” There was ne surcesss, and
but little moderating of the rain, and after ol our
pains to eseape & phower.buth, we were foreed to
faee the watery innsie and rom the effusive ganntlet
down to canp.  Spite of the days adverse gomdi-
tiong, thongl, we conld cumputs sensations of
pleasuare to an aggregste of one hundred and forty-
flve, for the party, those being the figures of joint
cAptnre,

Whila ont with High, I tried a pink fragment of
Tratt’s pigeon on my hook. It proved e faking
dainty for the tront, and with it, [ anapped them wp
vigoronely, for me, st least. This sort of fishing
was an abomination, and ctterly immitigable, to
High. Yt waa bait-fishing, and baiting for trout,
whether the bait were worm, flesh, fowl, fish or
natural inseet, or whatever clge, was simply & grress
and vulgar folly. Tly-fishing iz tha enly fishing
for hitn. He was oor artistie and expert frout
angler. o had victoriouely ‘tronted in the Boeky
Mowntain regions, and has prowd metnorics of
Bear and Snake river salinon-tront.  He is s learnad
pundit and seean in the genesis and products of
artificial-fly entornolopy. His own fly-book i a
ewrioeity shop of the vagaries and inventions of

4
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insect manufactuve, & petty musenm of gim-cracks
made of wire, halr, floss, feathers and tinsel, called
flics, probably because they have so little resem-
blance to any known creatures of the pateral fly
famnily. These are to him the only allowalble tront
Jures and deceits.

Bait, therefore, to High is s scarccly pardona-
ble implety, and nothing less than piscatory bar-
barismn. The fellow that troots with fish, flesh or
fowl, he thinks, will naver come to any zood,
and justifies Dactor Jolmeon's erabbed fleer, that
angling iz a stick and a string with & worm (or
hait} at one eud, and a fool at the other. But forall
his reprobatory pantomime of features, T kept my-
gelf on the beet of terms with the trout, and persisted
inenticing them with slises of pigeon. He, alan,
practices éonstant casting, with the rod-arm inper-
potual see-sawing, to barely tip the water with the
fly, and then give it & back over-shonlder throw for
a east again from behind; or sometimes he tickles
the stream with his tackle, by skipping it along the
surface.  In the Hogeing mode of easting, I conld
not pretend to be his peer. A thouglit of rivaling
him in it wonld Lavé been aheurd, if only for the
reason that my flexors nnd extensors were coneti-
tntionally unequal to such practice with eighteen
cunee tackle, .

When the starless, beclonded night eame on, our
group, the tentz and canoes, presented a striking
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ecene of ¢he pletnreegne. (ke pyre of pine franks
was blazing near our tent: tlie other, the couking
fire,being further in front.  The cances were on the
gronnd, turned up on edge and at right angles with
each other, forming g lialf sguare aflank the native's
~ burning log heap, to make a shelter for their sleep-
ing, The firelight flickering in their dusky visages
as they moved and stole abont in luminous relief
agninzt the night heyund, with their ceaseless chat-
ter of Menomines, seeming to slienize them still
more to our faneies, or to sonund as mysterious
vuiees of the night, gave them aweird or phantom-
liks sapect, or mada thewn seem apparitions, like the
Macheth witches— on the earth bat not of it.™
We lad hardly caased musing o the seene of
the nocturnal picturesqne, when Pratt surprised na
Ly an ill-timed pleasantry, The untowanl oews
liad esune to us from the chief of tha seullery, that
the caddy of lard was nearly exhansted. This com-
modity was se important an element in the cockery
of the eamy, that a total deficit theveof was regard-
cd a8 a dispenzation too serious for serene contem-
plation, 4s a metter touching the foed grestion,
it was a vital point, and we thought it was trifling
with the gravity of the prospect for Pratt to inflict
npon ws & bit of heartless jocolarity by telling ns
that it had been & donbt with High and Bissetl,
whether a eaddy of lard shonld be added to our
stores, as a needfinl supplys Dok for bis part, he
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thought it “eafest t& be om the Zend’s side” and
had, therefore, bronght the asefal caddy along.
Thie grim and irreverent facetioneness only provoked -
frome us the withering rebuke of ailence which
promptly subdued him. We hid gursclves in the
Dlankets to sleep. It may have been a deeerved
retribntion that Pratt’s wicked joke, possibly, had
pertorbed him in the night, like o horrid phantomn
raturning to plagne the inventor, for, in the morn-
ing he eotnplained of unwonted insemnia

We were prompt enough to maks a start from
the Windfall. Wea had only rn in there for pro-
teetion against the rain. It was & low, flat ground,
thickly lmxuriant with bushes and alders, Tle few
trees left by the tornado stood out, apart, and skele-
ton-like, gaunt and branchless, the naked trunis
blasted and charred by fire, which, at some time, blew
in guets of flame over what the breath of the tem.
pest rpared.  None of uzslept comfortally,  The air
wag damp, raw and chilly, and sleeping in conples,
the joint exertions of both the paire were unegnal
to the preblem of warmth and comfort.  Thus far,
this was the only occasion of ecolness between any
of we. High was an experienced Hocky Mountein
Blanketeer, and knew more than any of ua sbont
sleeping ont of nighta, and, also, from hie army
teaching, had learned what manner of blanket would
be neoded, His red and gray Californiz blankets
were of a aize and weight to make onrs, in the ecin.
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parison, seem mere niry, thin apparitions of Llankets,
Bizeell, as his bed-fellow, got their benefit.

These were not aretis latitudes by any means,
Lat Lere, even in Angust, which down at Chicago
nznally burns with something of tropiesl heat, thick
clotling, stuffs of wool, instead of Hax or cotton,
are veecssities of open-air life.  The coat ona wears
against the blast of a norther from Lake Michigan,
and the lheavy undprshirt one takes to liis bosom,
when the Fulireulieit marks zero, and the eotting
January air whistles along the Sonth Park boule-
vard, are the garments for all nights, and ‘or fre-
guent days, on a snmmer voyege on the Bralé
The hemlocks are always spuliated for boughs, for
n ground stratnm on which to spread the blankets.
Their elasticity and balsamic breath seem to be s
happy contrivacce of natare for the very purpose of
supplying ench entiefying nee

The further limit of our bearings and depart-
nreg was s point shout fifteen or sixteen miles
up fromn the mouth, Tt was the intention to pitch
the tent there for the longest sojourn. From
that peint, is w teail to a triplet of =nall lakee,
separated Ly shovt distanees.  The water-shoets
are called Boot Lakes.  The first of thewn is noted
gs fertile in bres and =8 & resort for desr, We
lockad forward to the vicinage of tle lakes of Boot
ag our dund of promiee for vebison. The Tndiane
spoke hope's flattering tale to us of the pleuty of



5t TROUTING ON THE BRGLE.

deer that freqnented the regioe.  Ohtr antoshithones
huet them at night, and in the eance, with & dark
lentern. "While the birch i ereeping along shore,
they are concealed behind a bark shicld, with the
light in frent of it streaming out ahead. The ani-
mals in the bushes, or splaching in the water, wheu
eropping the grasses or water-lilies, on the brink or
in the slonghs, are dazed and Lewildered Ly the
rlare, and stand still as if apell-bound, while their
eyes glare luminonsly from the reflection, making
them n shining mark for the Lnnter, who is stesl-
ing elosely on them, eo that the shooting is e 6y
and the result nearly eertain.

Boot laka trail was reached in the wefternoon.
In the uznal tarrying by the way, we Liad intervals
of sport in which the waters were flapellated eo
prosperonsly that we pumished more of the trout
than we conld nee, retarning the nseless ones to the
water. The appearance of the camping gronnd was
far from captivating. A little island flonted it
acrose a petty proove of strewn, It waa a flag sit-
unation, sand adjacently it was marshy. A emsll
spring oozed out near at band, and a tiny Hmpid
rill of eoldness lowed—enongh to supply onr drink-
ing cups with pure draughts. There was jnst
encugh dry, sandy surface for cawnp wse. There
waz only the shade of a rageed tree over the tenk
Bat us our busivess was {ishing, we would be but
little at the eamp, sad when there, for the mozt part
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the night wonld lide its uninviting aspects in the
soanTRon  obasurity.

We began to sefe, or rather the appetite
lost mueh of ifa keenness in the supertluity of
troat, and cor desire was now for ventson. We
wore on the tip-toe of expectation for diet of
deer. Onr firet coneern, when gir honee was eet in
order, waa tu prepare for a bunt that very night.
Toem King and Thebanlt wers to tey their hands as
deer-slayars, and st eix o'clock they filed out om the
path to oot lake, with a shouldered eavce, whiel,
however the hunting might tarn oat, was to be left
at the lake for bassing next day, specially fur my
benefit.  Biszcll lad been seized by the preposter-
ons whita of taking ‘a littla exercize, and was not
to be langhed ont of it, and went along merely to
ply hie lege. O his return in a conple of hours,
ha rara s to understand that be had had sl the
geatnitone exercise he wunted—quite enough for all
the trip—and wae & tired but a wiser man.

We were donbifil abont the prospering of the deer
enterprizc.  As it eost ns nothing, and the Indians
were to'bear the burden of the work, while we only
Iore the burden of snspense, we had eneomraged themn
to the attempt, in the face of unfavoralle conditions,
(ine of these waz the moon, which shime througl
tha clonds. The other was the windiness. These
tnrned the chances against suceess.  The deer soont
keenly when v breeze Ia stirring.  The umination
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palzs in the moonlight., Onr men, for want of 2
lantern, provided a sereen of bark with a candle in
asplit, It was lieble to flare or blow ut in the
wind. Thougl by ne mesns sanguine, we hoped
tor suecess,  Our imaginationz pietured deer, and
all the mouthe in samp watered tor venizon. I had
a headache that throbbed and throblbed ine. DBis-
sell put his wversatile wita et work to devize me
gome relief, asenniing to act a3 madicine-man and
therapeutist. I preferred the headache to his pre-
stribed remedies, Finally, he preseribed Doctor
Bangrado’s invariable panaces—warm watar,without
the blosd-letting. I swallowed sbout a quart of the
Erualé, tepid and saltcd. The pickle really Lelped
to relieve me in the manner predicted,
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TrE candle-bearers returned at midnight. They
bromght in pothing bet themselves, and were so
tired they could Lardly do that. Tom King told
the whele story of failure sententipusly when he
zaid, “It top mnch moonehine® gt the zame time
glaneing spitefolly at the moeon. They had seen a
couple of deer, but in trath the deer had seen them,
too, and their velocity of departure was ssimething
marvelone.  But Tom ezid we wounld have spongh
of deerin going down the Menomines, and on the
strength of that soothing prediction, we resumead
ourglombers, While we elept, the enemy sameand
deepoiled ns of the breakfast mess. The pick of the

(67)
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day’s tront had been dressed, and 'aid ant over night
in beantiful array, on the provision Log, right elose
10 the nostrils of George, where {ie monat have heen
frightfully snoring, s¢ wns his wont, nnder the
cance. The minks stole a mareh on the sleeping
gentinel ut his post, and made a foray on the fial,
and portaged the entive lot to their holes. This
mizhap was the cecasion of variows impromptu ex-
Treegions of femper in emphatic vernseular plirases,
a5 well 43 in voloble Indian lingo.

Ag well in reapoct of other supplies, s in the case
of the lard, we had miscaleulated the relations of
idemand and supply. Ouor appetitive facnlties in-
creasod from the start, so much at odds or outof
tally with the appetitive supply, that we were fairly
running short of storsa, To meet the contingeney
we ehould have to moderate the consuinption, reduee
the rations, or change our baze, and that, too, spead.
ily. There was already a potato dearth in the camp,
and by some of the party the escolent tubers were
thought as much a stafl of life as bread itself. In
this fact of ecarcity slone, we foresaw an enrly
retrogressive move.

The weather omena were, at first, unpropitions
for the intended bassing at Boot lake. The sky was
eallen with elonds that threateningly Lovered, and
in the carvlices honrs we were disinal mdeed, with a
prospect of a stupid, lacging day on the camp
groomd; tat we knew the ficklensss of the elements
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lera; snd, enrely erongh, just like themsalves, ere
a great while the “base, eontegions clonds® van-
ished, leaving not & rack behind, The Eoot lake
business then came on the tapis. I was the valy
volunteer ready to respond. Bissell had disen-
chanted bhimself of any more Boot loke, by his =n-
pererogatory and rowattie exerciee over there the
laet erening, and fo go again was like the task of
Sisyphus. Pratt and High had no fancy for bass,
and etill less for the miserable frail that led to them.
Beill, they ndmitted it was reasonable that T shonld
hava & fair field for bassing, and that the expeli-
tion should proceed. A canoe was alremdy awsit-
ing it on that placid water. Who was to be my
companion there wae getbled only by an impartial
eonseription by lot.  Dissell drew the shert twig
from Iigh's dieinterested fingers, and was eleetad.
Prait and Fligh slyly tipped themselves the winl,
and liappily twirled the longer twigs, the tolens of
their batter luck, and quistly chuckled at their cs-
cape fromm teials of the routa and from the tamer
sporting for bass when #6 much snperb trouting was
nore handy. :

The pathway to the lake was nearly a mile of all
the worst faatnres of a forest trail.  'We had loga te
climl over or leap, boge and swamps to flonnder in,
hills to seuifle up, ravines to crose, briats toscrateh
ue, and buales to awitel in onr fhees,  Iow a cance
could be made te furrew ite way through those
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woods was & mystery, but it had been done. We
struck the leg part of the boot-shaped lake at a
beaver dam, lawnching there, and lLad to paddle
through & little wilderoeas of reeds, water-lilies,
sunken branches apd scattered logs, so Intertangled
that passage was a watter of patience and trouble.
Both Thebanlt and Tom grunted with the task.
Lut onee In foll swing on the elear, deep water of
the foot-shape of the lake, we were ready for busi-
ness in the noted bannt of bass. It is according
to Gunter to bass with mikvows for bait. Bot it
was impoesible o capture n single ong, and we were
cotnpelled to fall back on pork.

It was shork experience to find that the adipose
tiasue of the nnclean flegh was a3 killing o bait as the
minim of fine. My pineh of bacon fat had but jnst
left & gressy filmand ennk wnder the surface, when
it was enapped upand ran away with, several fathoms
length of line, T wae equal ta the oeemeion, and
banled in a thumping grecn bass. - DHsseli’s balt
of pork was appropriated with hike prompt voracity,
and Le litehed on his trowt-rod a three-pounder of
shining virideseence, which sorely tested the elas-
ticity andstrength of his wand,  And so it went on.
The fish ¢ eagerly took the Look, and the playing
in was such heavy, dull and simply mosenlar boei-
ness, that it was more work then play to cateh then.
My line prasently took & freak of twisting and fonl-
ing, and 5o the reel clogged and worked badly, or
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not at all; but, in tragh, the fun was too fame and
unexciting to warrant the repeated requirement of
time and patience to set the tackle to rights, and T
early and willingly rested from wmy labors,  Desell,
too, evonn tired of a monoteny that le faneied was
not nineh eport and wae 8 goed deal of toil.  We had
parted eleven of the bass from their native eleinant.
Besides, a Lrecze had sprung op and coughed the
waters into wavelets. We were quits willing fo
give it our adiens and leave Boot luke to ita vawal
golitude, The cance, the bass and onmelves were
in eamp again at noon.

The sky was now elear, nnd more of the infinite
aznre was seen than on any of onr dayz. We availed
oureelves of emch an anspicious cirenmstanea to
give apparel and blankets an airing. They were
hung around to take the genial gunshine and the
ventilating breeze, but seareely added any pictur.
esquencss to the scenc,  While Tom and Thelanlt
were elinking the ketrle and pan, and preparing the
bass to be served for dinner, Bisgell and T shaded
ourgelves in the tent and scribbled; he was sketch-
ing our trip for the press, and read to ma some of
his graphie touchea. High and Pratt haed been
doing & forenoon eruise, bt s they never were
known to lag superflnone anywhere or far-off when
dinner smelt ready to their edueated and hankering
nostrils, they were in on time. They bronght a
fine mess of trout, whieh were speedily consigned
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to the frying pan, and then served on the board,
and our appetite being edged wp to nicety and deli-
cacy on them, the grosser course—iry of bass—was
distastetnl, and after a few morsela eaben, was igno-
nriniously dispenzed witl, and the whole 1ot of Boot
lnke spoil was chucked into the bushes, ss rubbish
for the minks,

Bissell and I started the eanoa out in the after.
nion fo skim gome of the neighbering waters.
The angling was all well enough until miy rod ot
in the way of disjointing iteelf in the cast, the last
joint and the tip, with the line ruaning from the
recl, and dropping in the watsr. Two or three in-
stances of this severance of the pieces were tolera-
ble, but when it becama habitual, the mishap was
caleulated to make one s trifle irritable.  The means
were not ab hand o remedy the mischief, and as this
was & nuisance to Diseell as well as exation to me,
in a degree spoiling his sport and entirely roinous
to mine, I had myself pushed back to camp. He,
with one of the boys, started ont again in turther
pursit of his mission, and it proved to be a pros-
PErOUS ome.

][trrll and Pratt had aleo enriched themselves wit)
mueh hoaty of the Bruld.  The day’s total return
wea one hondred and seventy-three. We learnaed at
the camp fire that the enhsistence department was
ahincat deplatod of pork and potatoss.  They were
prime articles of consnmption. As a staple in the
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woods, no fish, other flesh, or fowl, can compare with
the products of the indispensable Log. A pound
of & porler up on the Brulé is worth more, for steady
diet, than some scores of tront. We weeding the
asaentinl pig, the question of longer staying virtaally
gettled itself,  To retrace our epurse was, therefore,
a necesgity, but 8 muoeh regretted ene.  Here onr
gport liad been, and would continoe, best and most
generous,

The last night at this camp was peculiar for its
eplendid inoonlight and its sharp air. Al the cov-
cring at command was put to serviee for onr
sleeping. The breakfast tront bad been precau-
tienally placed in the tent onder common goard,
to scenre them from the furtive minks, and fur-
nishied ue a choice repast early, whils yeot the rose-
ate huesof morning tingad the east.  We purposed
making a lagt firll half dey’s sanging of the waters,
and 50 fo make the most of the time. Hish and
myself, with Kaquotash as onr eanoeist, stemmed
the eurrent upwardly,

While rounding a bend, an exeiting rview pre-
sented itself Oan the peint of an island, directly
facing us, and a fair mark, in gon range, stood & doe
and twin fawne. The sun on the water must have
dazzled them, for they were motionless, a ecaple of
minntes. This was my first sight of deer on the trip;
in fact, it was the first of my life, of wild deer in the
woods, I thonght I now knew something of the
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bnek-fever I had heard of, and was reskizing some of
those su# gengrie fobrile spinptoms in the exeitement
and thrill of the scene. The sight was a kind of fas.
cination, We held onraelves motionless, too, from
fear of breaking the spell. We could cnly gaze,
wonder and admire. Prati’s gnn and projectiles,
of covrse, were lying in their cover, in harmless
dieservies in the away-off camp. We conld only
enjoy the vicw as a matchless picturc of grace and
beputy. All at once the doe pricked up her ears,
geeing or seenting danger, and whirled aronnd her
whita teil on us, the fawns doing the same, and all
stampeded into the bushes. The tablean vanished
like an instantly dizeolving vicw,

Wo seared a eaw-1ill duek into fits, from & nook
of water, mnder & clump of hushes, whare we sur.
prised it napying, and heard its obstreperons sqrawk
aud flapping of the water far in the distanee. We
frequently heard pigeons humming their wings.
At the camp, or moar about, was a eommmunity of
gmall red squirrela. One of these roddy free for-
eaters scemad to hannt, or be partial to e particular
tree which he thought was a econvenient ohbserva-
tory of oor eamp.  He liked to cock upon = limb,
wagging hie rrush, and keeping his quizzing eyes
in onr direction. He snd mysclf came to know
each other by sight, and allowed curselves the priv.
ilage of mutnrl,elose approach and free parley,
Onve, when he presmmed toc mmch on bis short
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aggnaintance, and impndently chattered at me, 1
flutg & chunk at him jost to terch him manners.
The projeetile was a lesson not exnetly to his taste,
and he was not afterward so fricndly, and quit
fricking among the branches of onr trysting tree.
How puch game theve might be in the depths of
the wooda, and what it is, were not known to us,
much less wae it somght by me.  Stalking the forest
to hunt would be a taek of such diffienlty in the
fuce of almest impassability, that, even with the
stontest legs, the most damntlese spirit would re-
eoil fron: it

The tronting that morning was exceptionslly su-
perb.  Our Menominee appeared to have an instinet
when and where to halt, (Fenerully the fish jumiped
sz fust ag we eonld throw, and, like little metoors, they
ghot and shot again,  Bometimeas, as if' in a fieak of
playfmlness, the eame fish dashed in and ont in hop,
gkip and jump style. In one cast made, the saine
trout, by aetual eount, leaped a dozen times after
the fly, which was tweaked or skipped slong the
enrface without re-throwing. This one was & nim-
ble tumbler, and flirted pretty somersaults in chase
of the tantalizing fly in the neatest way.

To me, & novice, winch of the charm of fly-fishing
was in the brilliant, sometimes eomical, leapiug
activitiea and topay-iurvy inversione of the trout.
They vaulted in all the forme of grace and beauty,
and locked iike flashing jete or spurts of color from

b
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the stream,  They frizsked as readily at the touel of
my fly to the water aa they did at the knsck with
whieh High allured them. Butha had the ennning
of the axperienced anglar in Lis hand—that timely
akillful twitehing of the wrist which gives the killing
tonch wlhich marks muach of the difference hetwean
the ungling vendant and the veteran. It wae that
deft knack of wrist that made sny trifling or non-
sense about his hook dangerous to the trout, and, in
the comnt, made him ¢ome ont with great nombers
ahead of me.

{n return to camp, the traps were found ready
and arranged for departure, and it was bat briet
manipulativn to prepare the trout and serve them
for the feast, It waea penwry, not of troating sport,
but of staple provisions that impelled us to & return-
ing movement. By & vigorous patsimony in pork,
and gimilar eeonomy in potatoes, in pinching eon-
trart to the eareless profusencss of those subetantials,
with which we had, all the way, marched into the
bowels of the land, we had up to this very lnoch,
eked oul some of each to serve ottr needs.  Brtnow,
the tale was told, fuif porcus, solanwum tubsrosum
oz esf, the whole hog was gone and the wholesome
tuber iz not!

After carving on & memorial tree the names of
the party, and the offleial retaris of our trouting ex-
ploits, we embnrked with something of sorrow, but
with nanght inanger, from the cheerlesa looality.
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The forencon vagraney had been so fertile of sport,
and so rich in the rarest loot of the stream, in fact,
we were 20 satisfied with tronting, that it was only a
very promising or excepticnally tempting pool or
place, that conld prick the sides of ourintent to any
forther piscatory triale.  As mauy as weneeded of
the tront captored on the way we stored in the
haskets, and the surpluas was raturned to the atream
for piscicultoral purposes at sny rate. We passed
the Windfall with mueh felicitation, that thara was
no stresg or predieament foreing ns to herbor thera
again. We had the ealm and glory of a polden
annget attending oz when we rounded in, and struck
the brink st Camp Thebault again,

Ar poon as we tonehed the shore, with ready eom-
motion of wings, the mosquitoes swarmed fo preet
ns with a gory emd rapacious weleome.  There ap-
pesred an eager rivalry in each partieular sucker of
our veina to be first of the swarm to imprint on our
faces & Llnody and pitiless salote. The bemign
extract of olive aud pine was liberslly spread over
us, until lika an oil of joy, it made the counte-
uance to ehine.  The process wea repeatod.

Yhila Thebault was exercising his official fume-
tions of the kitchen, Bissell and FPratt had & mild
attack of polite literature.  The firat gentlemsan wos
giving himselfan insight inte the high life of the last
century throngh Timb’s ancedotes. It was an open
question as to Pratt, who was worrying himsel{
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over 8 Wilkie Colling® novel, and with & host of
mosquitozs, at the same time, which excited his
most lively interest and attention-—the plot and
personnges of the book, or the bloody, biting flends
whirling and buzzing on the wing. High propped
himeelf on 8 huge pine root, and in en exemplary
mood of dutiful regard for hiz promise and his wife,
penciled in his diary. Of the firkii that contained
our butter, possibly oleomargerine, I improvieed
an esay chair and made notes of the exeursional
history. The reading and the writing thongliwere
not eatisfactory. The entirs party, with prompt
unanimity, was then, and at all times, most happy
to swap a feast of reason for a feast of vietuals, A
diet of flsl waa the brain mutrition for which we
waited.
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BULER THEOUT—ATAET TO0 THE BUEULE—THE MICHIALMI
AQGATN—EEOWERL AND TOREENTA—BADWATER HAMLET
AED KIEG'H UA]]IH—DEER'FEHEIHE—E;JIEDWL LITERA=
TURE—A TROUT ETEEAM AKD A TROUT B HIROBLE FATE
—BADWATER LARES—A DISTART DEER.

Wireour pork or lard the fry was dona for. The
next best thing, a8 a ealinary expedient for gerving
trond, was broiling, "We were now redneed to this.
We had a patent Groiler, heretofore noused. That
utengil was now in demsnd. DBui when intended to
be ntilized it wes fonnd ridienlonsly unequal to the
needs of the ceeasion. Broiling on an extendad
seale had not been contemplated, and only for a bit
of oeeasional roasting to suit & momentary whin of
taste, thedevies had been provided.  Butithad only
a capacity of theee trout st one toasting. Qur
forest-sharpened hunger was menally too keen and
devouring to walt on eourses of three fish for fonr
men of rolnst and full grown appetite. But

(68}
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Kaguotash Juckily knew a thing or two about
brotling & collective mees. He extemporized a
Lroiler from a elender alder branch, and aplitting it
snd placing elght or ten of the tish letwesn the
¢plits, bound together with thongs of bark, he
thrust the braneh in the ground alanting over the
coals. Thus a whole batch of {rout was grilled at
one and the game time, and broiled and arisped
to a charm. When we saw how muneh the eontri-
vanca of Indian wit eclipsed the Yankee patent
invention, we indiznantly hoisted the wire frand and
delngion into the middle of the Brulé.

By smpa insidious and mysterious means High
had invaigled Thebault o boil a faw trout and set
thern beforans.  The discovery of the hoiled trout
almost incited a riot in the ecemp.  The folly of sub.
Jecting a brook trout to the bot and geyser-like bub.
hling, 2120 Fahrenheit, to the ntter waching cut and
annihilation of the delieate and sabtle lavor, and
reducing the flsh bo paste, and leaving it as ineipid
and tasteless as o boiled raz, wes a colinary blomder
and erime. It was an abownination that could only
find its mateh in some of the fish dishes of the din-
nar gerred upin the manoer of the ancients in “Per-
egrine Pickle.” The peace was preserved, liowever,
by pitching the siekish aud viecous pulp inte the
river, thowgh High bimeelf wae not herved in
with it.

" According to the enstom of all trouters and
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sammterers on the Iirnlé, we left memorials of our
trouting and presenes ipseribed In names, words
and figures, on & burked pine tree, to teli to all to
whom sueh presents shoald come greeting, opr ztory
uf piseatorial exploits. Iere our auging prac-
tigallv ended. Wa had nothing te do bt to commit
our barlks to the downward way, and take it easy.
We lnnded for the portage aronnd the falls, near
the routh, and halted at the enmping gronnd long
envugh to wdd there, aleo, on & tree, the statisties of
omr fishing, end to vecall reminiseences of oor Altom
friends. The rather formidalle rapids jnst at the
camp, now that we were fawmilinr with the canoe
and with Indian skill and wastery, wa lhad no
hegitation in venturing te shoet, and enjoyed the
excitement of bounding down throngh the tossing
waters.

When our flect wne ewbosgomed on the broader
and calmer atreann, the paddles sped it along sinooth-
Iy end rapidly alead of the swift encrent, piving to
us all the Juxury of delicions motion. "Wo swept
inta the month of the Micligami and ronnded to,
at the point whers the marvelons pickercl was
brought in. A meagre lunch, the remains of our
stove of provisions, was served ns on a bleached plne
log, eiranded there by eome Michigami freshet.
Duaring the interval there 1 threw in a liook with »
serap of trout, to try for ancther phencmenal fisl,
ot the eall might g5 well have been for spirits
feom the vasty deep, as for buss or pickerel,
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The Menominee river here really begine, and the
stenery becomes striking and pictnresqne.  The
shores are partly hille and swells ecrowned with mag-
nificenee of fulisge, in sumner glory of lnxeriance
and preen.

The next ohjective point was Badwater and Fom
Eing's eabin. Before we were far afloat, our seain-
ingly inevitalle and pitiless fate, dark clomls, gath-
ered behind and portentonsly loomed towards us.
The boys lustily swung the paddles, and the barke
eprang and leaped {o the atrokes, cleaving the water
like things of abounding life, Bt the clonds, like
a rushing, bannerad host, massed and marchied rap-
idly, grining on v, and, at last, the lighter skirmish
van overtaking us, we ware moderately showared,
and, in moistened plight, we horried icto the cover
of the shelterivg hospice. Wo were forfunate in
muking the refuge of Tom King's enstle of pine jnst
in time. The showering was a petly overtura only
to the rain-ztorm thot followed it, and whiely, as if
all the windows of heaven had opened widest, poured
in torrents. The clatter of the rain on the bLark
roof waz dinning, bat it was not unplessing music.

While the storm was wildly driving, two drencled
and be-draggled Chippewas, living across the river,
the most alject and forlorn looking of redskin
ragamuiing, returnsd from a deer-fensing enter-
prise, and, with a vociferons luilabaloo signalled
for & canoe to cross them over. Feocing is an In-
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dian mode of deer hunting. A line of fallen trees
and bravches, making a vude cheval de Frise, is
laid and ariged from enst to west, Letweon twe
points, sometimes scveral miles apart, at intervals
of which the hunters ave stetioned. At the season
when the deer travel south and come to the fanee,
instead of leaping or foreing throngh it, they fuce
about and pace alongeide, wnd prssing the hidden
Indian on his watch, are easily shot from the
cover, Thie kind of ambuscading supplies most
of the winter venison. Sueh killing seems more
a massaere or buteliery than sport.

While we were drying onr wet ¢lothes, we tock s
sarvey of the cabin. There was a good deal of the
white as well az of the red-man in the honsehold,
Most of the fuornitnre was of the naual plain sort.
In place of Axminster carpeting or drngget, thers
waz an [ndian many-eolored, woven grase mefting,
laid on part of the floor, which was smooth, glist-
cning neat pine.  The bed-vovers were a pateli-work
of the brightest and gacdiest colore.  Parts of the
wulla were profisely and jumblingly pasted with
1iarper, Franle Leslis and other pietorial printe and
cartions, & maze of wood-guts, the only embellish.
ment or arf pretension in the room.

Tom had & library of sacred literatnre—the New
Testament in English, which he eonld not read, and
the New Testament in Ojibbwa (Clippewa) which
Le conld resd, but apparently did not.  The aborig-
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inal evangel excited my curipsity. I took a sliy at
it, to sec Low the zospels ran in Chippews vernacn-
lar, aod began the investiyation in comparative
philolegy, with the first verse, fizst chapter, of
Matthew: * Wesy oo obian i Rebematiziani- Mu-
singugun gw Jesus Chiist inu dabidum sowsanm
goie ing Addrahanum.”  The twenty-four latterad
word, almost an alphabet, was too weeh for e as
s totality. | tried it in sections and by install-
ments, with no better result—it was & poger in
orthoepy, and beyond my power to voealize
(jibbwa may be a pleasing dialeet, but some of its
parts of speeeh are rather lung-drawn-ocut, and the
syllailes, in many words, ran too far tandem to be
eonveniently rolled as aweet morsels of speech under
the tongue

Tem handscmely played host to nz. He was
[ibaral of Lia plain civilities. He wanted us to feel
we liad the freedomr of the honse Tiis tawny
spoues, in epeech, waz nothing, if not Chippews,
end had nothing to say to us, but performed her
part in the etiqoette of the ocension with & panto-
mime of festures guite a2 meaning of cordiality
and weleome 28 if phrased in the formnlas of
the best society.  She certainly won her way to our
hearts and stomachs Ly the excellent supper set
before us.  The fried dried venison was & specially
native dialt that acemed to liave & flavor and gami-
ness and wildness racy of the wigwain and the for-
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eat.  The sance of razplerries, picked from near-by
busha:, and the syrop from the tap of maples on
the hill, were 8o choice that by a mistake of apypro-
priation, or thoughtlesely, we quite overateppad ihe
etiquette wiich eonstraina guests from emptying a
host's dishea, and not enough of either was left to
gerve ag 4 bare Lint of what 1t was.

Ae Town King had not canght the parental naage
of many elvilized good famiiies, of turning the
children losze in the drawiug-room to prastice their
hilaricus infantile diversions and general boister-
ousness for the entertaininent and adiniration of
wuekts, the juvenile fraction or fractions of the honse-
hold were secluded, doubtless te temporary exile
and silence in the kitchen ecormer. Tom and his
helpmate, also, themselves acenpied that snall apart- -
ment, for the night. They assigned to us the two
beda, in what was chamber, dining and drawing-
room, with their gay hatterfly-like oversprends.
These eoverlets wera lizht and as bright and may as
the dream of & tropical fower garden.

Early next morning, Tom eaddied & horse, and set
out for & trip to Dickey’s, to proeurs snpplies for
our nee—oesildy, too, for his own, Our pine box
pantey told a beggarly tale of amptiness. e had
sgrte Manehe bo bring ve soch coinnodities of sus.
tenance as that 1imited market would afford. The
whole dar would be required {or the accomplish-
ment of Lig mission of food, and was before ns for
dispozal.
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With a frout stream only two miles distank, of
which we had most favorable hearsay, Iligh was
ot the man to lazily dawdle away a good clear
angling day In an Indian eabin. The chance of
eport there wae the more alluring from the fact that
a paleface angler was said pever to have cast a line
or his shadow in the petty stream. ITigh thonght,
donltleas, it wonld very notsbly feather his cap to
be, of all civilized fly-anglers, the picneer to the
mysterione and oecult water. In the glawgne of
Lig vision of the venture, Prott, alao, discerned a
degree and ecfef of novelty. DBoth, therefore, oo
the directions given by Tow, took the trail and the
Lazard of loaing it, and themselves, tog, in the
wods,

Bizsell and mysclf rather preferred enjoying con-
venient sceuery, and, with George and the canoe,
get ont ob an exenraion to o panoruna of the seenery |
of Badwater lakes. These sheets are a chain of
irregularly shaped laleleta opening one into an-
other—perhnpe wore than a half dozen of them—
said to be eslled Badwster from the reputed dark
ghade of the water. The portage to them iz a halt
riile, over & sboep ridge, and starts from the river o
mile below Toin King's place. OF conrse the ¢a-
noa was indispensable, both to carey us on the river
and to crnise us on the lakez. Fizhing for hass
and pickeral wag to be merely an incident, not the
purpose, of the exearsion, an exploration of the lakes
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and a view of the sceuery being the mwin intent.

Ar George told na there wonld be a chanee to sight
& deer, Bissell tock Pratt’s artillery and monitions
of war for the benefit of the contingent deer. It is
questionable whether the gunner had a remote iden

“of killing the hypothetical stag, should cne be
obliging onough te appear, bat the ambition fo try
wes latidable and natural. "'Wa skirted, when afloat,
round about, and erossed some of the lakes, when
finally Georgs, with hip telcscopic cye, descricd o
deer & half mile away, browsing the shore herbaga.
After a geries of ohservations, Dissell got hiz eye on
it, and was seized with the nsual back fever of the
novice. The deer wes not dizposed to sweit closer
familisrity, after its firat windward eniff of the
eneny, but forthwith took to its hoofs, leaving to
the excited man-at arms buot the poor satisfaction
of oo other than & very distant and perfeotly Larm-
less ghot.

Oryr Manching place was a beantifal, smooth, high
and shaded knosll, from which there was a fine view
of eervieg shores and rich foliape in every dirsc-
tion. Though not grand, the scenery wae charm-
ing and lovely—& picturs for a landscape artist, The
fate of tha daily shower followed ns here, but the
sun asppearsd soon enongh to dry us into comfort.
The: lakes are supposed to ahound in bass and picic-
erel. Bizeell put ont & trolling line, and I osed the
rod. My pork bait was a failure. But Bissell's
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spoon was attractive enough to allure three several
bags to a miserabla fate.  George, too, let omt
a tarnished spoon on m length of line, and alter-
nately paddled and fingerad the trolling appliance,
and had the fortune of capturing a greenish fomr-
pound bass,

The fishing was not an exciting amugement.  The
perlect ealm of the water, the etillness of the air,
and the repose of the whole scene were so effegtive
that we yielded to their drowse-like influenee, and
otly gently and languidly glided in the canme. A
pair of leons, mournfully erooning, a duck, the deer,
were the only living objecte on or at these silent
waterz, On the retarn way to the eabin. and at
srma rapids near Tom's, wo disembarked, left the
canoe, and siarted to walk through the woods,
Unexpectedly, asovey of partridges started up from
tha ground, and Bissell frod a randen eliarge at the
floek, but-it was n wild shot. One of the hirds
perched on & near Iimb, and guistly watched Bis.
sell re-lording, and apparently writed for the ghot.
Georae and I stood by in expectation of a partridge
for the pot. DBiseell blazed away, and made the
feathers iy —away with the fowl te partz noknown.

Rounding over the hill at Tom', we were greetad
with a roaring sedoep-fa from Iigh and Pratt, who
had just retorned from the trond siream, Their
vociferntion was meant aw a trinphal shout, ae
we knew presently, when they told Hiwcir story of
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the day. Their exploits threw ours in the ehade.
The four bass of our party, the deer not shot and
the partridge not baggped, were not to be glorified
in view of the fifty-one handeome frout in their
baskets, taken from the hidden nooks of the unfamed
stream. It wae a brooklet winding darkly ander
the shadowe of tangled, interlacing forest growths,
and &0 olsenrely ereeping or wriggling its way
througl: the dense wood that it is nok singnlar that
it was reported to have been ever untouched of a
white man’s fly, )

In this tiny water-run, so hard to be reached and
to be fzhed, and so unprownising of mere than small
fey, bt in & scgment of natural meadow, in and
owt of which it wonnd, Pratt was forfuned with the
most hrilliant piseatorial eowp of the trip; that is,
prize trant, more than a full pounder, tinged and
speckled i the richest cmblazonry of his species
The peerless beanty was landed amd snhooked, elean
ont in the meadow grase, nt, a5 ganey in oor ele-
ment ag in its own, strogeled desperately, and in its
cepiring eonvilsion, ingloviensly flopped plnnm
ike & tunskeat hole,

That & paragon tront shonld he converted fo the
haze naea of & imnsgnash’s meal wxs, indecd, a start-
ling ~ontrefempa, and «if twere not to eonsider too
eneionely th consider e0,” in its amall way, sn in-
stauee of the vruel irony of fate, of & kind with that
final ignmniny of a here deid and tnrmed to elay
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stopping a hele to keep the wind away, Indesd,
there wag a mixture of the Indicrous and pathetic
in tle ignoble fate of Pratt’s eplendid trout. DBat
over tle grievous mischanee te the fish and 4o him-
zelf, be kept a moanful composure, and hore himself!
as one that conld smile at grief, and possess s sonl
in patience against aither the jests or the calamitics
of optregeus fortune. It wus noted by us all that,
at the evening repsst, his emotional natnre had not
8o worked on his appetite as to inpair his healthy
capacity of getting away with hie acoustomed share
of trout and al! wholesome viands,
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FIRET FROIGT—ALDTED TO BATWATER—TWIN PALLA—~REDR-FLY
FIEHIKG=—A BUCE AND* TNE FEVER—Ai TLURGE BATH-
DELTER'S PARTY —HEG QUINIAECK FPALLY —2ENERY—LIT-
TLE QUINIEECE FALLA ~EICEING A4 BUCHET —BAND IRAFID
= A TEAIL=tHMITING TIHE RAMNDE—EITRJEOH FARM AWD
BTORAEDH PALTA=—ROBRING FOR ¥FLLER,

Tod Kine had hoeticalinral pretensions; and,
wa had seen, in his carefully weeded garden, vines
of wateranelons and encambers, and other garden
stuffs, in profnsion of healthy fourishing. In the
night, & rare Angnst frost, s most premafure
speetral barbinger of winter, strayed from the far
north, and nipped and blighted by its touch the
whele abundant plant. In the merning, & deuse
fog overhung the river and obeeored the sun, hut
cre Jong the warm radiance diepeiled the cloed of
it as it It were snow melted away magically, It
waa then an unelonded heaven and a dazzling sunny
day, and these were liafled by us as sionaof ended

8 (81)
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raing, lowering elonds and ¢hilling moiztnre, and as
propitions of the favoring skies and prospering
airs whieh would make the Menomines voynwre a
prolonged  folivity and exhilaration. Weo Llad am-
ticipated the descent of the river as the crowning
delight of the frip,

The squaw of the cabin breakfasted us before
etarting. "he trontof the meadow and wood, from:
their being the captives of 4 Lap-hazard venture and
surprise, and possibly Leeauee they were positively
the lazt of the scason to us, were specially relished.
After the enctomary smoking and the leading of the
baggaze, and after Tom had zot sn extended for-
longh, for 4 day or two lenger with ns, fron his
lLetter half, as neither he hor we were desirons of
pacting then, we launched away about nine o'clock.
The river was unrippled, excepting at rapide; and
just below those nearest the cabin, the other canca
was haulad from the dockage of leaves in which it
wia left the day previons, and the erews and the
traps were divided between the two birches.

We had by this time faniliarized onrselves with
the peenliarities and eaprices of the bireh-barl, and
felt at home and at esee in it, eo that it was no
longrer o precarivns or ticklish nuvigation to ua. We
knew now how to shift positions, how to streteh
ont or to stand aract, and had mastersd the nisstics
of balancing onrselves and the eance.  For its ease,
grave, lightness, quickness and docility of wotion,
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the birch-bark cance i= peerless and seperh among
water-craft; and the Menominee we expected to
find precisely the strenm for eance navigation, in
its most favorabla conditiona,

The Twin Falls are three miles apurt. While
the Indians were transforring the canoes and their
burden around the upper falls, we serambled to the
foot, and High ventured & cast of a Lirilliant red fly
in the whirl, though it was quite improbable that &
pike or 4 buss would be entieed by sueh o flaring
gowd.  Nevertheless, thouglh all chances wern
againgt him, he whipped the water with the fly just
the same, thinking if he did not win, he wonld at
least deserve success.  He aaved hiz fly and restored
the fictitions ineeot to the company of ite fellow
entomological gewgnws, in his fly-book, in its per
feet integrty, for foture nse.

Tn the eddy of the lower fall, I thought the water
locked as If it shorld Le o lair of fish, and that a
pickerz]l might be captured by one not tos festid-
ions to try a Killing bait. I rigeged my tackle,
and experimented with a sceap of pork on the hook,
but the swine's flesh decoyed no perch, bass or pick-
erel, that I conld grapple with hook of steal. Not
vven one of the shonnding pitifol chobs was hungry
encugh to offer it & nitble. I was notlonyg in satis.
Tying myself that fishing in that pool was not my
vorution.  After pnshing out and getting fairly vn-
der way, George saw a couple of deer prazing
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~ water horbage afar off. It was only a momentary
visivn. They vanislhed.

Soon again we had another sensation of deer—
s splendid buek feeding in the buslies. The boys
el¥ly stole the canoes thereaway. Pratt’s ardor was
enkindled; he shounldered arms, and held at the
reaidy; the buck lifted his sprending antlers, and
then dropped his nose to the grase apain. George
wae etealthily paddling the cano, with a fuir ehow
of stealing nnawares, within shooting range. - We
wera expecting great things of Pratt, but owing,
probalily, to a fluster of brok-fever, he pullad an
ll-timed trigzer, and though the deer wos not
harmed, the water was badly torn np about mid-
way between tha buek®s pastoricg place and our-
gelres.  The deer honnded and riescheted into the
forest, where the woodbine fwines. Pratt admit-
ted that his prematare firing wae & mistake, worse
even than wonld be that of shooting at a pigeon
and killing a erow; but as the deer was jost going
to epring, le Lad to spring the trigger then, or lose
the shot.

The next evant, further down, was a frolic of
immersion, We had turned ashore to lunch, and
after dealing full justice to the spresd, Bissell and
Fratt were impetuonaly seized with a wmania for a
gwim in the Menoniinee. The performance was
marvelonsly brisk and brief. They plunged in the
erystal tide with a slap-dash precipitance, but the
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reduction of their temperature from the fiigid in-
¢lemency of the stream was g0 instantaneous and
the effect was 5o glacial thatwith “chattering testh
and brigtling hair opreight,” they rebounded, and
plunged out, with snrprising agility, Bissell rather in
the lead.

Two mniles further on, was tha Lead of the portage
aronnd Big Quiniseck Falla. It was tha seensof a
surprice party, At shont the eame moment Wirt
Dexter’s party and owr own reached the spot.
With him, wera Jesse Spanlding, of Chicago, and a
Mr. Bmith, & Bostonian lawyer, en roude o the
Brolé. Their enite and outfit were complete
They had toer Indians of the Chippewn order of
redmen, bnt they woere lesn, stunted-looking weak-
linge and manikine, aside of cur brawny and robust
aborigines; aléo, & waazened, shrivelled lirtle
mulatic eook, who seemed ascullien apart, with o
afinity for his fellows of the retinue, who, in their
turn, seemed to Jook tomahawks at tha kitehen
satcllite, and as if they would like to strip his
sealp in the first convenient bushes, The carpo was
immense. Tents, cots, hair mattreszes, stools,
cases, Darrels, kegs, crockery, valizes, gun-cises,
ag if fora whole sesson’s campaign. FPratt thoughi
their equipage fur roughing it waa hardly complete
withent & pianc snd brossels carpet. But he is
rather pecndiar and high-toved, snd wa did oot
accord with him in that hypothesis. Thecouple of
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Liours spent there, while both retinnes were making
portagea of the loads, were a delightful epispde in
cur forest adventure.  Chur converse was mainly on
mattere of the woods, Dexter lias been o foreat
ranging Michigandes, a2 apt in handling a tront-rod
or rifle in his vacstions, ss Le is i practice with
the mysteries of Coke and Chitty in term time.
Thers is not much aboat game of his native State,
that which swiins, goes on foot or sweeps on the
wing, with whieh he is not familiar. His reminis-
cences of hunting and fishing, flavored as thay were
with the fragrance of Purtagss, greatly entertained
B :

Thie portage was a little more than two miles in
length. It was over 2 rolling, hillocky surface, and
though the path was not eo barrigaded with trnrks
of troes to he elimbed over as most of the earrics, it
wes yet tedions and wearisome.  But at the foot of
the declivity,whera the trail ends, a large rock towers
thirty feet above the water ut its bnze, From this
pesk of rock, & splendid view bmrsts npon the sight,
in an outlosk of magniflcent scenery, (MY, at the
right, the viver avalancles down & steep inclice,
and pitches tumultnonsly far, and rolls inte waves,
with clonde of spray, “showering wide aleet of
diamond drift and pearls hail.”™  The water spreads
and rounds ont inte a cireular bay o1 basin of nearly
a half mile diameter, and this iz partially girded
round with eliffs woodad with heaviest pageantry of
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foreat pines and cedars, except at the further side,
whete tle piver confraets and glides away in 2
smooth flow or atreteh between level shores and the
riehest of verdure,

The rcene, resplendent in the setting san, was
enchanting and worthy of soine master to epmmen-
orate. It was fhe spontaneous resolve of all the
party, that tha teat shonld be pitehed on the rock,
.in view of seenery &0 pictureague and striking:
and there, from the summit of the rock, and in the
last rays of the sun fading and in the twilight glim-
mering on, we, quietly exjoyed the situation with
wonder and delight. 'We were among the splen-
dora of priineval nature.

When the moonshing softened the lundscape,
and portions of it were deepened inte shadow, we
lind time to realize how eool onr elevated poaition
was. The blankets were not qnite equal to the ce-
#asion, when we retived fiom the expiring camp-fire
and Detook ourselves to the sleeping pround-gpread.
After their ecamp duties hiad been perfurmed, and
tired, ag they must have been, from the two port.
ages requirad for the transfer of cances and lugg,
Ton and Thebanlt had launched and paddled
sway in a canoe for a night-bunt of deer.  They
skimmed wlong in the shadows of the woods, ereap-
ing softly among the veeds, and though they hewrd
and saw that the deer were afoot, the moonlight
wae too bright to admit of sneeesafnl amlinseading,
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We rose early and willingly to renew our enjoy-
mant of the charos of the seenery. There was no
eatiety in the ontlopk sround and beyond. When
taking the canoes for the start, we paddied to the
centre of the besin, and held op for a view from
that point. Though not so grand as from the pin-
nacle, the seens was yet lovely. We receded from
it with lingering glanees. Doubtless; when means
of acccsa are opened to it, Big Quintacck Falls will
becowa @ resort of many who make summer pil-
grimages in search of health, rest and river and for.
et sporting. The stretch below tha falla would
Le admirable for regattns and Loating.

Three or fonr miles down was the base of the
elevation from whiel, on our way ap, we had onr
tirst rviver perspective. The Dexter party had
camped there, and ite Indisns gave our Indians in-
torination that raspberries were to b found there.
Weweni ashore fo devastate the supposed raspberry
boehes. But neither that Lerry nor iis boeh was
dizcoverable on a protty thorough exploration.
Tha ascent ap the steep path of sand to the platean
waa eompensated for in another view of the land.
scap, there being on this river but very rarvely high-
browed hills, from whish a eominanding prospect
may e lad. In eonsonance with the loneliness,
almost desolation, of the place, n raven erpaked
hoarsely its ill-omened notes from a dead trec-top.
{n the edge of the stream a banch of deep erimeon



HUMMER WAYFARING. g0

leaves ing from theiv stem, grivering gently in
the breeza, snd reflected in the water like a burst
of brilliant wavering flame.

While rounding in for the licad, or trail ab the
Lend of Little Quinizseck Falls, Pratt fluttored
sgain on espying & deer within easy range. The
gan was out of harm’s way, wnder some bagpagse
and safely encased in s cover, tied up with knots
of which at first he forgot the combination.  Pres-
ently, though, the picee was uncovered, and then
rnmmagiitg bis pockets for caps, le, in Lia lelanrely
hiazte, managed to kick againet a tin pail at his fest.
This clatter of the tin strack an slarum at leaat
half & mile all around, and, of course, the fright-
ened browser leaped and clearod from right and shot.
Pratt lost the deer, But he gained & valuable ex-
pericnce, which satisfied him that hanting with the
gun coverad and uneapped, in the bottorn of the
hoat, under a stratam of trape, was not promising
of great apoil of deer or other game.

While the portaging was being attended to, we
descended the rocks on the lower aide and elanbared
along the ledges to aee the sgscade.  Iis noise ap-
prised us that there waz move than & little confin-
pion of the waters. O the brink a large mass of
rock parted the stream, and the water plunged in
separate headlong cataraets of snowy white, These
volomes rebound from the fll, ae it were, speut up
in eolomins or jets and, falling, mingled together
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and rolled away in billows, with o mist of apray
and the sun :
* Caaght the sparkles, and in circles,
Puvple ganzes, go'den hazes, liguid mazes,
~ Flung the Lorrent rain’sw roond. ™

These are grander enscades than that of Big
Quinieeck, but the surrounding seenery, though
wild, is uot so grand.

After emburking snd making s mile further, in
the field of hia vizion, but far off, Gearge discovered
a conple wore deer dabbling their noses in the
water, Dut being as far-sighted as Kaquotash, they
Left no time for anv etrategy being practiczd on them.

The next noted stage of the voyaze was the Sand
Rapid, This ia the Scylla and Charybdis ordeal of
the river, on aceount of its danger and length. The
vapids araa enrving sweep of three wmiles, and test
all the ekill, eonrage and muacle of the most ex-
perienced canceist. The canves conld be taken
threagh with tha loads, but not with onrselves
weighting them. There i3 5 trail of two miles
nearly, across to the foot of the Rapid. Before the
deacent of Sand Rapid begins there are short rapide
around which s portage wnst De made. By our
trailing over the short-ent, and by gmining so mueh
gtart while the short carry was being made, we
conld reach the and of the Rapid considerably Defore
the cances would make the run through,

The beginning of the trail was on s long nseent
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of a lilll, end toward the end waz a eorresponding
declivity, and then the course on the level was
through warshes whera it became olseure or lost in
the grasses and brush. "We groped our way out of
the troublesome maze, and touehed the river at the
foot of the Rapil. Ik was & grasey bank, high snd
dry, and finely shaded by over-arching branghes of
splendid trees. We were to witness the shooting
of rapids nunder the moet exciting eondilions, and,
from that point, & mile of the agitated water eculd
be seen.  We waited for the canees to come insight.

In the meantime, Prett and DBissell prospeeted
among the bushes. High was resting arainst a
colossal pine, on the shady eide, confidentially giving
himgelf away to hisdiary, [etretcled on the grmes,
looking up to the dense evergreens overhoad, grate-
fully thinking benedictions on Wirt Dextor, for the
rare vignr whosa luscions cdors of Cula were then
mingling with the abvunding forest perfumes of
Miehigun. All the while, the turmoiled rapids
sotinded their ceaseless luiling monotone of lignid
D21

Boon Dissell roared ouk the whoop-f2 signal. We
were iustantly wp, sud on tip-toe for the scene.
Away at the further end of the perspective, the
cances bounded into sight, Geores and Thebault
manned the larger, and Tem, alone, swayed his oid
famailiar smaller one. The birches seemed things
of lifo that leaped and came pitching ghead, the
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Indianz swinging the paddle from side to side or ply-
ing the setting poles as needfol to sheer off from a
rock, or to hold them from rushing into abreaker, or
to turn them into the winding ehutes, and keep them
Always steady and trim from dipping or shipping
water.

Alone, srect, in the middle of Lis eanoe, his hat
off and hiz dark hsir streaming, landling the
paddia, at times dropping it and snatehing the set-
ting pole, with the eelerity of thonght, holding her
to his will, reonieg her in the swift descent wheve
he would, steady through a waste of seething porils,
long reaching, but most swiltly shot through,
when the slightest deviation from the right course
would dash the frail structnce fo pleces or swamp
her inetantly, Tom was a marvel of handling,
nerve and skill.

We watehed them breathlessly, through the long
stratching ordeal, seeming thongh, in the ewifi-
ness of advance, but s few moments of passage,
When they safely ran in the barks to shore, with &s
masterly & control as thatof a trained jockey reining
in and bringing to bay his fiery-mettled horae, onr
admiration was bonndless, and we greeted the dar.
ing and snecessful runners of the water with the
londest of Linzzas.

The next stoppage was at Btnrgeon farm, at Stor.
weon vivar.  That stream is the ronte to Hamilten
Iake. It is in aregion boted a8 & samping groand
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for deer. For several years Chicago parties have
gncanped there, and found food for powder among
the = poor dappled fools of the forest,” and enjoyed
the abounding sport, until ammunition was all shot
avway, of they wearied of the excess and gore of
deer. The hunting places rcemed o have Leen ra-
garded as a sort of private and exelusive rifle range
or grarna praserve for their own epecial sport.  Lalke
Tamitlten is, practically, to the general public, nearly
a8 little Imown ms the Vietoria Nyanze of Central
Adfriea.

Onr snpplies, procored from Dickey’s, had been
limited, and we found it prudent to meet the con-
tingency of short cormmons, or of possible delays in
the voyage, to incrense them, So, at the farn, we
had negotistions with the supply department. From
its abundank store we laid in plenteons tea, pork,
sprap, flour, potatoes, butter and tobaccn,

T a forest sens to whieh these would eontribute,
there was one delicacy needed to make it sumptu-
oue,  Onr teeth were by this thne set on edge for
that deinty fare by fregment previous cervine eva-
nescences. W had seen that ganme near and afar;
had eliot at it hopefally within gne ranga and hepe.
lessly at another diafance, and, semetimes, had not
shot at all, bot always the deer played na the elip.
Theee eseapes, g0 nearly fruitione, served to tesse
and fantalize appetite o importunate longing. We
were pledged antlers and hannehes, if we conld pro.
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vide ndark lantern for a night hwut.  This reynive-
ment we were fortunate in sapplying at Stegcon
farm. We borrowed a lantern well approved for
the purpose.

Making a portage aronnd, the tents were pitched
jast below Storgecn Falla, in the last glow of sun.
get on the water. There i Indian hearsay that
pike abonwnd in the basin hera.  As that fish is pe.
enliarly voracions, it waz thonght there was a preb
sble field for lively ammosement in the twilight,
High encouraped a trial, and captured a colossal
grasshwopper, for whieh it i3 known the pike lhas a
special greed; and the fine one now his prisoner
was, verkainly, & most lusty and tempting specimen
of that skipping family, I impaled it on my
hoel, I felt aure of cne pike at least. It was a
hard seuffle to reach o cerfain throwing point—a
narrow ledgs an & scarp of rock—and there was a
preliminary tribulation of undergrowih and bifars
to be gone throngh; but I worked a way to the
perch. 1 wagered with myself large imsginary
etakes that 1 would take a notalde pike, and rather
axpected my conrades wera waiting to applaud the
teat to the echo.

There was no reazon why pike were not nwmer-
ous there, and why they should not sufier themeetves
ta be ecaunght, In that trnst, T plonged in the
cnticing grasshopper. But the fish were foo unac.
contitably wary and shy to make a rush for the hoolk,
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Iptaced and replaced the bait in every divectien, Tl
reputed voracity showed o sign. I Began to douln
whether ravenousness waz indeed n viee of the
species. At any rmafe, the myth of grasshopper
killingness was now exploded. Wonld n ehred of
pork rally the elant A fragment of Bturgeon farm
baron was fried.  Bot, if that Lad heen tainted
with tmichine apdralis it conld not have Leen more
eanticnsly shanned.  The notritions grasshoppor
and the muetvens: pork proved equally fallacicns.

I was at my wits end, and further, was convineed
that even the cxistence there of pike was a halln-
eination, aud thanght in futnre I would treat all Tn.
dian tradition with contempt. IFeeling myselt a
vietim of mieplaced eonfidence, I awore off from
aven the bara fmagination of pike forever, scram-
bled perilonsly from off the roek, and seathingly
througl the briar bedge and alder thicket, back to
the camp.

How mercilezaly T might have been bantersd and
twitted on my egregions water-hanl, I was Inckily
unaware, from the faet that, just then, attention
wias diverted in another direction. Aecross the
hagin, in the ehizr-cecare of the deepenirg twilight,
wad & fignre of » deer shadowly ontlined. George
glipped a eance silently aoross, to try a ehot, sl
evervbody held his pesce and watehed for the result.
But noiselessly though the hirch-bark thitherward
stole its conrse; the deer was too vigilant to be sur-
prised, and it vanished ints the evening shades,
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Tue Indians intended doing their part fowards
verifying the promise of deer. They organized a
lantern hunt, and expecied, before the mocn arpse,
or was high, to aceomplish the mission. They
teimmed the wick, rubbed up the gun, fresh londed
and capped it, and parleyed briefly but eamestly, in
their native tongue, and in their air and actions
evineed & werions purproee of businese. They now
had the lantern, whosa wee they had declared was
an almost oertain gage of suecess, and their own
credit was pledged, from the start down the river,
to diet us with venison on the trip. They now

(98}
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meant to make good their promise, and assured ns
that from deer resurtz in the viefnage, they woeld
return to the camp with at least one carcase.

George, with the gon and luntern, and Thebault,
with the paddle, elipped the eanoc quictly down
the river in the dark. Tom King erept under the
other upturnad eanoe in front of the fire, and curled
up forslumber, and quickly slipped itto happy Lnnt-
ing prounds in the realn of sleep and dreams. We
prated and speculated on the resulis. Tiee query
whether Disgenes, on iz lantern hunt, ever foond
Lis man, which sometimes nsed to be a sehool-boy
quiz, was never a¢nirk or coneeit as interesting andd
speenlative to men of our stomsch, as was now the
conoundrom whether Eaquotash's lantern wonld
prove a means of suecess.

A deer was the necessary complement of our
wants, It omitted, all the voyage, thenve to the
end, would be bound {n shallows and io miseries,
Before wa were asleep the report of the gun in the
distenee told ns & hopeful tale. Another shot fol-
lowed in & brief intervel. We were content, then,
to wrap our blanket covering aronnd ve and lie down
for the night, with our last waking thonghts of
vonizen, and with assurance of a wmorning reality
of dear,

At simrise, whila the shadows of sleap wate yet
om us, the boys rounded in the eanoe, and ronsed s
with & cheering loud wdoop-a.  "We quickiy opened

7
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our ayes, furned ont, and hailed the natires with
acelamations, as we saw the carenss of a fat-hannehed
doe stretched on the grass, The stripping of the
Lide, and the dissection necessary for packing away
and for the present eooking fire, were processcs that
nimble fingem and a keen knifo scon accomplishied.
The breakfast was a princely banquet to us,

While Thebault was cleaning the platters, all at
onee he signeled ns with a finger pointing across
the basin. There, in plain view, was a magnificant
bock, with lordly horms, pasturing in the grass,
raiping his lead gracefully to look sroond, and
dropping it agmin o the herbage. The sight was
ono to move ¢ven an old hunter’s bleed,  Tom and
George inatantly launched and stepped in a eanoe,
crouched down and noiselessly sped it to 2od behind
a petty wooded island which was enongh a eover
temask their movement., Tom landed, and, vat-like,
erept stealthily to a good position, and within ensy
ehooting distznee, where the “ fat burgher of the
woods ™ stilt stood feeding. Tom poised himself
end the gun. We stood moticnless, waiting the
shot, and heard Tom enap both caps—the gun missed
fire! The elick, of conrse, startled the buock, aod,
with a lefty eprieg, sud in a great agitation of
hushes, and with an erected tail, he hounded into
the distance. Even Indian passivity pave way, and
hoth George snd Tom uttered a cry of disappoint-
ment. Poth proncunced him a noble fellow, and
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Tom's higlest praise of bim was that hiz horns
would weigh thicty ponnds.

This incident was Tom King's last in onr serviee,
He laft g licre te return home afoot.  In the woods,
o the stream, in the camp and in his own cahin,
he had been faithful, pieasant and valuabla. There
waa not & Tittle of the white man’s ways, mingled
with & good desl of tha red man’s, in him. He is
ready, like most of his race, to lend a hand at any
eamnal thing that he wmay find, bt is mostly e trap-
per. He makes Margnette the trading place for
liig pelts, and makes journers there in winteron the
ice and enow of the Michigami river. The parting
liand we gave him was warm with the friendliest
adien. No one of us will soon forget the Menoni.
nee, Tom King, of Badwater.

The firat shot of tha night hunt we heard, was at
% deer on the river bank., The Indians thonght the
animal was disabled, if not killed, and would proba-
bly be fonnd in the woods. The deer brought in
was zhot on the edge of a smneall lake. The boyere.
mained there, sleeping in the cance,  After leaving
the camyp, on onr way down, & landing was made for a
gearch at the place where the deer of the night be.
fora was thonght to have been shot. The brush,
thickets of bushes and tronks of fallen timher, were
s0 nearly impenetrable, to us, &t least, that it seemed
a mystery how even an unwounded buck eould get
hig erown of antlers and himpelf through the com-
pack wilderness.
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This density of nadergrowth and debriz of timber
are found everrwhere, but for all that, the flying
deer vanizhes with unaceowntable certainty and
speed.  The Indisne had tronble to move abont, but
gcoured the fastnessex all around. We strnck on a
profusion of red raspberries, near the hank, and
vigorously raidad the bushes while the search for the
suppositional deer wus going on. The Indiaws
must have befooled thernselves, after wll, as they
Tound no trace of the deer, woonded or dead.  Prait
rnd myself, with George, went on in the advance.

P'ratt’s time ot last came to witch ws with a feat
of marksmanahip. A doe and her twin fasme were
pacing down a partially cleare? bank ahead, not
peeing ns.  Arcnnd s bend wa stole a quick, close
turn and surprice on them as they were lapping the
water in the edge of the stream.  Bofors they eould
top the steep bank, for whish they sprang, the gun
was ready, just then,with fatal accuracy,and shatterad
the hind leg of one of the fawns, when it fell back
and reeled into a shallow pool formed by s tongue of
sand, and helplessly struggled in the water,  Goorge
lesped ashere and grappled it.  Pratt stepped ount
and towarda ii. The woeful creatore turned its
head to Pratt, laoking him in the facs, and bleated
piteouely, as if imploribg him to help or spare it
George dispatched it with 3 merciful thiust of &
Enifa in its throat.

The crying, quivering fawn, erimsoning the sand,
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waa a epectacle recalling fhe similar one of the
wonnded deer in the fprest of Arden:

** The wretched animal heaved forth such pronna
Thak their dischorge did strebeh kia leathern cont
Abmost to boreting: and hie big vound tears
Courgad one encther down his innteent nosa
In piterms chass, "

Tratt, like the melancholy Jaques, was disposed
to eigh over the sobbing creature; the spectacle so
tonelied Lis tender aud synrpathetic natare that, in s
moeod of compassion snd eom ponction, he selemnly
vowed himself against any foture merely eportive
ot needless slanzhter of the innoeents.

We passed all aleng through the finest and love-
licst river and forest scenery, The stream was hroad
and smooth, and & deliciows air tempered the radi-
ance of the sun, so that giiding in easy and gentlo
motion over the water, with the senses all in repose-
ful harmony, wae like the calm and soft lapsing into
sleep. At a little eleft in thae solid wall of verdure
was & golitary white man lying on the ground with
& rifle pitelied against & tres, just at hand, on a
lomely wateh for deer.  The place was a deer erose-
ing, a run-way or path to the water, to which they
repalr for swimming over. Many of them are fre-
quently ambmehed in thiz way, doring the sesson,
when they are migrating.

Not far below lim was an Indian eneampment,
or bark cabin, where venison for winter was being
amoked, and deersking were drying in the sun. A
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graded Infant school of papooses seemed to have
l.een turned omé to play when we passed, while
u conple of enrs yelped at vz an unfriendly elamor.
At poon we reached Pesinbinwun rapids. They
were an ngly snd hazsrdous rush and futoulf of
waters. The eances ware brouglt te; the Todiahs
got out and took s survey, snd Leld an earnest snd
considerate pow-wow. They thought they might
venture to run the canoes through, if partialiy
lightened of the load of owrselves and what bag-
gage we could carry arpund.

Ench of ns gripped our blankets and valizes and,
in not very light marching order, filed along the
portage.  The Mghter eancve went sately through
the turmeil. Buat the ordeal was move doubtful and
perilons for the laryer and more Joaded bireh-bark,
as both ekill and danger were involved in the hesd-
long passage. 'Wa ware eager to witness the home-
stretch of the exciting ran.  Ouar point of view was
the brow of a littla cliff overlooking the scena. We
aaw the eraft let locee, and sweeping on among
thé toseing breakers, guided by incredibly quiek
changea of the paddle, or by sheering with the pole,
aril ehooting madly shend, and swiftly, like a weav-
er'a shuttle, all throngh, but in safoety, into the
ealmn waters below. We bozzaed the boys with s
will,

It was only & short time after leaving that place,
that an ipconsiderate deer wag seen nibbling grrass
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in the water's edpe.  As it was 2 short-horsed buck,
and Pratt’s vow of compassionate forbearsnuce only
applied to fawns, it was ne aet of perfidy to him-
gelf to shoot the heedless quadroped then before him,
if e epuld. He, therefore, mnobilized lhis forees for
the geeaaipn, ‘The deer wuat bhave been as deaf @y
a post, or the vietim of some inserutable delusion or
optical infirmity, else George conld not have enenked -
adirect march to within forty yards distanes fromm it
A it stood with its whele broadside fully exposed,
in point blank range, & comspicnons target, Pratt
himself must have been egregiously wild and ran-
dom in his gunnery, not to bave smitten the deer
with & hail of buekshot, 8o, in fact, he did alfect-
ually pepper and perforata its leathern coat, so that
the deer dropped wounded tnto the water, wlere it
stenguled desperately to repain ita feet.

(earge ran the esnoe to it, eprang ont, and with
& cut-throat jals of his knife, ended its vespirntory
funetivna forever. The readiness with wlieh the
Indiana flayed off the skin, was eurgeative of the
neatoess and dispateh of the seslp-stripping pro-
vesg Tor which the untamed savage lias s natweial
devilish proclivity and historic repute. A haunch
wae earverd off for venison steaks, and the reat of
the careuss wna left there to foast the minks and
crows of the woods.

Pratt had now fairly won his spnrs as a deer-
glayer, and Dbeing omee more a little scrupnlous
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abont needless bloodshedding, was ready to hand
ovar the armmainent end munitions to Bissell, whn
was more than wiliing to undertake the pory bust-
ness.  He was not much of & fleld sportsaman, and
had yet to realize his first flurry of buck-fever. He
wanted to try hie hand. To shoot one deer anly
would be glory and fame suough for him.

Diseell had very wisely forethought that, in casc
of failure to hack a pair of horns from the bleeding
front of & buck of his own slaying, as a souvenir of
the woods to be taken lome to exeite the admira-
tioh of hia friends, it might Le well to take the hLint
fromn a frequent trick of luckless fishers who come
home laden with messes canght in the fish market
with a price. So he Lad provided at Dickey's s
jolly Tront of antlers, which had long hung sesson.
ing among the eobwebs of the eabin raftes, and
sent it by Evanson’s team to Marinette for express-
age to Chieago. :

A rage to kill just one deer is not uncommon
with verdant men-at-atina.  There is a story of one
of thesa irrepressille fellows, who wos one of Burton
C. Couk’s party making & tour of the woods, He
earried hia rifle constantly on the ¢uté wive for the
imminent decr,  The solitary one that muterialized
on the entire round of the trip, 83 if by the wind of
fortane blown to owortal doom in the apparent jaws
of destrnetion, cantered without seatly, and clese
past the very clump of boshes where Verdant Yen-
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afor, jusi then disarmed, hed lsin down on the
£rass bo enooze,

By this titne Pratt and Diesell were affectad with
premonitory sympteme of home-fever, by reason of
sapposed exigencies of bmeiness. Though they
loved our gentle, dreamy and tardy voyaging not
1egs, they favored home-tending rapid womentun
anore.  High and I were still untived of the woods
and the stream, and wounld fain preleng the cance-
ing and tenting to the cxtent of the most leizurely
and tardy refurn. By the camyp fire at night we eat
in sober conneil over the matter, and puffed a great
desl of pimoke during the session, bot we neither
befogeed their wits with the smoke, nor was onr logie
potent anowgh to convines them that we anderstood
the demands of their business better then them-
gelves, or to change what had Legome a foregone
eonchision.

Home being the word, the next thing was to =r-
range the details, as to a division of the fotilla,
of eupplies and of Indian service. As there was
no peremptory spirit or any positive nitimatum on
either gide, a result was speedily reached. Early
in the morning the eamp was in motion, and the
watin repast soon prepared and dispatched, To
give our parting comrades a good zend-off, we em-
barked st the eame fime to consort them es far ee
White Rapida,

There, in the simaller canoe, and witli George as
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swinger of the paddie, Lissell and Prattstowed them-
goives and their belongings. DBissell figuratively
eaid that there wes notadry eye in theparty. There
were no visibla ocular offecta, bnt we all felt some
flutter of the heart, gome twitching of the Lips and
some swell in the throat, when the good-bye wae
gpoken and the parting hand in hand was clasped.
It was a parting we could well lave spared. We
gat on the bank watching them, Ag they receded,
they waved ns with their white cambrics one last
adien, and then another, until they vanished in the
far-down offing.

White Rapids, s0 ealled from & remh of shallow,
whitecapped rapids,is a settlement of n Chippewa
populace, and of s half dozen cabins, with small
natoral meadows on both ghores, greenly bordering
the frothy and brawling turbulence of the river.
Excepting New York farm, thiz meadowy and dis-
foreated acreage was morg typical, apparently, of
Christianity, civilization and agrienltore, than aby-
thing yet seen slong the Menominee.

A half mile back, thera is an infinitesinial broak,
spirally lengthening through a patch of meadow,
nod ronning into an impenetrable wood. Paltry
an it is, thera is a corrent Indian tradition of its
heing a tront etreem, High thinks wherever there
flows ench & brock or rill, hie must have o throw
there, and to paes by a stremnlet with tront In it,
even were they but winnows of trout, withont mak-
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ing itz agquaintance, even briefly, wonld be a dere-
ligtion for which Le eould not casily forgive himeelf.

Thebanlt led the way to the petty stream, It
looked ar if it wonld be tronting under difficulties
to experiment in it with the fly, The grasses al-
ot emothered it; osiers and braneles overhung it,
and thers was an interloek, often, of brush oo the
bettom and through it, and it was all one could do
to cast & line anywhere. At the liazard of witeriy
demoralizing hie rod, and of his ¢yes being
ecratehed out, or of bis clothes being elit into rags,
High pushed in whersver he could tirast his nose
through the hindranees, and seemed to emjoy the
vexationa of such angling, However, he so eff-
siently wislded the rod, that in oot mnel more than
an howr’s worrring in the thickets be had whisked
ont nineteen handzome tront.

I thought that in this wayeide or chance diver-
sion he evineed greatly more of the higher gkill
and gualities of an expert trontsman than he did
in the cance fishing on the Brolé, where the elbow-
rooin wag free and the throwing clear. There tront,
it is true, put on the seales, would not tell a large
figure in a total of pounds, but I fancied High was
rather proud of this aclievement, and that in the
way, it not of weight, yet of patience, art and ekill,
these nineteen trifles made enongh of & wonder
of exploit to show Thebault and myself how anp-
ling thme was to “etrive with things impossible,
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vaa, pet the beiter of them,” az in fact it seemed
to be.

Pike river comes in not far below White Rapids.
An Indian cabin etends there, We thought we
could there hear newr of Stockion’ party, and so
tarned ashore to interview the natives of the habi-
tation. We sll of s started op the path leading
to it. A ferocions, long-haired, large dog was lying
in front of the door, in the son, erapping wickedly
at fliea or feas. Thebaunlt, an dragoman, tock the
lead, we following, with our eyes carefnlly fized on
the dog, which, however, waza 30 exclugivaly devoted
to his petiy tormentors that he searcely noticsd
nz. We ontored the domicile The inmates were
fernule, except possibly & swnddled papoose, eling-
ing, sfirighted, around the maternal neck. After
anes starting, their synaw gift of speech was guite
equal in flueney snd eopiovsness to that of the most
gifted of their Chriatian sisters.

Chur inguiry as to the Stockton party waa satis-
fied in lesiming that it had passed the day before
into Pike river in good plight.  But the conversation,
took, evidently, & wider scope, and onr interpreter
probably was doing the agreeabla on his own ac-
eount. One of the geotle savages wag girlish, and
quita cotaely in the fuce, with raven dark hair, «like
the sweep of & ewift wing in vision,” thongh the
rather bulbons figare and pondergns size, rnd a foot
that would “bend s blade of grass or shake the
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downy Dblow-ball from Iifs etslk,™ were not types
of feminine grace or models of art.  Bul, withal,
this belle of the lodge or wigwam would not be un-
sttractive, even beyund the pale of Indion paganiem,

A pictare of more grace than the Indian maiden
wag 4 beantifol fawn standing on the bank at Wau-
ganks hend, ealinly jooking us in the face. The-
banit tried to seare it by moticning and shouting,
but it only trotted off 8 few paces and faced us
again, as if loat or eonfused.  The epotted innocent
was entirely ont of harm's way from us, s the gun
that the *romnd hanneles gor'd ™ was thenon a
foreed muarch to Marinétte,

Az we tnrned the bend at Wansauks, we swept
inte the prospect of & fine large spreading mendow
orsward, and a Jittle on, in the river edge of theland-
geape were two white tents with a covered wagon,
pome grozing horses and a good deal of a day's
washing hung out to dry.  These weresigns of eiv.
ilization. We bore down i onee for the ewmp.
Our eoming appearad to Lave bronght out of the
tente three or four women and children, on a sar-
prise and with 2 enrigsity equal to onr own.

To ns, this appearancs of Jadies in that out-of-the.
way place was like n happy vision burst on vs ont
of the heavens. We were ready to eche Jaffier's
fervid tribate to woman, or at least, to recall if,
that angels are painted fair to look like hier; she has
it her all we believe of heaven; and we had been
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brutes without her, Under the inspiration of this
or & Eimilar chivalrona sentiment, High thought it
his duty, regarding, for the moment, these Indiea as
personating, or typifying, the sex in general, to offer
them his homage.

The gallant chevalier stepped ashore for that por-
poee. He wa: mindful enongh of the difference
between woman in the abstract and in the partien-
lar to move a little farther and éut of the way to
make up to the fairest ane of the sirens. EKnowing
very well the sensibility of the sex to the charms of
gtetery, he attempted to steal 2 maveh into her pood
graces throagh this weak point by the delieate topo-
graphical observation, conveyed in the blandest man-
ner: “Thie ie a begutiful camping place, madam.”
There wae nothing extravagant or far-fetched in
that remark, and the deportment of High was ad-
mirahle,

Whiether the lady felt that it was the erowning
glory of a trne woman to e the admiration snd hap-
pincse of one rather than the toast, or the eynosure
of any “vagrom men" that might come roving
along there in canoes, withont letters of intro-
duetion or testimonials of eharacter: or, whether
the offensa waz in addressing her ns madame and
not mnademsiselle, she, at all everts, received and
responded to High's winning amenities of specch
snd manner with a giggle and enicker of derizion,
and mejestienlly strode back inte the tent.  Bo did
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her sisters mod her eouzing and her annta. This
anded the deportment business, shattered the Jat:
fier ideal inte smithers, and setiled High, Xle
retived in as good order as he could, considering
the sudden demaralization, and asked me if I eould
gee anything in #4ef remark to laugh at. He did
not think I eould, and, I ownad, I conld not.

The oniy augpgestion I conld offer him for the
unaecountalde disdain of the lndy he had picked
out ns the partieular one angels wera painted fair
to look like, was that the apparel of onr party gen-
erally, and of some of it in pertienlar, was in &
eondition of aeediness and decrepitude that may
have marked ne in her mind ae trampe or fellows
no bettar than we shonld ha.  Wa learned that the
ladies were of a party from Menomines, 2neamnping
there, the pentlemen of which were then out humit-
ing. :
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Tag river tnrns on iteelf at Waneanlka, forming
a lonyr promontory three miles around, by canos, but
acrogs ite base, by poetege, only & few roda. We
preferred the three miles of ense and languor on the
water-way to & short portage, snd when we had
made the ron, we landed and erowned the t-p of
the steep bank with our camp and fent for the
night. This was on one of the borders of the open
or clearing of Wanzacks, and sommanded a fine
view of it and of the river.

We fonnd we had placed ourselves at the merey
of the most ravenons mosqoitoes of the whole trip.
The comparatively moderate skirmish line that at.
tended our landing waa reinforeed, from time to
time, by swarma from 8 distanee, until we were be.

(112)
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clonded with the Liting legions, We smudged onr
laces and hands with ofl and tar, and repeating thia
was a principal Lraneh of the bosiness carried on
a6 night in the tent.

B0 fur we had had a elean bill of bealth, and tha
sanitary condition had been snperb.  But at Wan-
saukn promentory camp, High faneied he was ont
of sorts. The entive stoek of wedicines at eom.-
mind eonsisted of one viel of Duvis’ pain-killer,
and ona vial of aperient powders, so of course the
cloiee of remedies was limited. e thought the
pain-killee wonld < yank® him abomt right. I
thonght it did. A few drops of it in warn water
told the story.  IF ita interwal offects were to be
judged from the pueckering of the month sed wry-
ness of face, his true inwarduess muat have been in
& state of lively sommotion, Jis effect, however,
was hoppy, and restored High to his customary hy-
gienie condition and eheerfulness.

We were sped onwards geotly and steadily by
Thebanlt, comnting the hoors, not that they came
too elowly, bat that they were, cue by ene, bringing
us nearer to the end of the voyage. 'When we catne
to the Relay Hoeuse landing, near the hot of the
prigst-innter, we meved, or rather drew oot on the
bank our canoe, and tramped the Lalf-mile way to
the Relay Honze. We had, the day before, seen a
fleet of four cances being poled np the river, and
learned now that Farlin's party had passed there, by

5
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team, on the ronte wao lind fuken, to Starecon farm,
to go into camp at Tlmnilton Lake. This party was
g nimrad party more than a trontrod party, and
was to devote itself mueh more to nasing bullets
tiram to reereation with the fly.

Tha Lelay Howuse was guits empty snd silent.
iz few inmates were off in the fledds, and ite appear-
ance was very different from that of the rainy even-
ing our parfy housed there. Even the logman's
Lot was left by the elergyman to its solitude, and
the ecene waa little Like that of our night at the hos-
telry.  Two miles below we hauled to for Junch, ata
grassy bank, though the shade was mangre.

Ag sl the burry and Lome-fever passed off with
Pratt and Biesell, we had time enowgh on our
liands, and were trying ic iake our emse for the
remainder of the short- trip. We found shade
enough for a siests; the breeze wes lively, wav-

. ing the grasses and foliage ioto woodland mnsic
and roughing the stremn into silver wavelets.
We readily enough dropped inte slomber, and
only roused when the signal of the lunch was
given. We awoke from a siesta or any sleep that
reached to a meal hour, by & sort of selffaeting im-
pulee, like thatof an alaru elock eet fo strike at
an alloted hour, when n repast was set omt.  For-
ceters and eampers train themeelves to, or acqgnire,
thia sort of antomatic waking up to answer de-
mands of the stomach.
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After the refreshing doze and tha Innely, and on the
voyage being again resnmed, we bad the alinost daily
pillar of clond {ollowing in the wake, which shaded
ue from the sun at first, but, tn its thickening and
darkening, ominously prognostieated o heavy rain.
We were just enongh nhead of the masses of cloud,
to reach & point eligible, but, at all events, neces-
sary for setticg the tent in a field or elearing appo-
gite the end of Upper Twin Island. The rain did
s the service and favor of holding off uwntil the
tent wns stretched and peggped doswn, and very soon
after the showers fell copiously for a time; and, in
an interval, partly of entire cessation and partly
of subsiding into a sprinkle, the eocking five wns
kept barely slire long enongh to afford ws the
emstomary dranglt of tes and some other of the
ataples, for supper,

We hiad not more than finished onr evening refee-
tion when the rain began pouring in terrents, leak-
ing through the tent, and running in from one side
in little rills at onr feet. Thebanlt seonred the ad-
Jjacency, where was an Indian cabin, to hunt timber
or pieces of wood to snpport or prop up the blan-
Let quarters cut of a puddle. He conflzeated
spme claipboards from sowmewhere, and by laying
them on the ground we improvised 8 water-proof’
Ledatend for the final sleep in the woods.

To add to the misery and discomfort of the sitn-
ation, the mosquitoes of all the country—at least



118 TREOTTING ON THE BRULL.

of more than one towoship—semed to ewarm in
for shelter from the rain. They were rapacions,
and thirsted for nething less than all the bleed of
all the party. The air was close, damp and enltry,
and all these, with the constant flashing of light-
ning snd frequent posls of thunder, for into the
night, made our tent anything but a parvilion of
enee, rest and deep sleep. "We were only sixteen
miles from Marinette. Wo had beard the six
o'clock stearm-whistla of the milla theve. That
sound was the Imell or signal of our ending life in
the tent and ie the woods. The memories of the
last camp were dizagreeabls ones.  Rain, heat, thun-
der, lightning, mosquitoes, sleepleseness, in agora-
vating ¢ombination, eerved to make it almost a
night of horrors. The scenary of the river and all
the ¢harm of navigeting it end &t Twin Islends.
From thence to the mouth wss » monclony of bar-
renness and ‘almost weste, the timber having heen
long since stripped off.

We renched Menomines at noon, The vacation
ramble ended there; ecanoeing on the streams and
tenting in the forests, onr open air Iife, were to be,
thence, only memorigs; but with us, memories
always golden and abiding!
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SECOND BEULE EXCTREIDN—NEW ROUTE—ALTHUE T. JONEA
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HUNT—FIRET PLAOD—UUIEA FON DERISN.

A spoowp Brold river excursion was arrsnged.
The members of it were ITigh, Prati, the writer,
and Franklin Denison, aleo a Chieago lawyer. A
route different from that traced in the previous
pagez was chosen. This was to afford nowvelty,
greater variety of scenery and a traverse of further
and wider regiong, The railway comncetions were
the Chieago & Northwestern through Marinette to
Negaunee, thence the Marguette, Honghton and
Untonagon [ailway to Hmnboldt, and thence o
ehort braneh to Republic, on the Michigami river,
whera are the great iron mines of that name,

(117)
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The canpes of the previons voyara, the Dickey
and Tom King, had heen lald by st Marinette, in
the care of Arthur T. Jones, the freight and ticket
sgent of the North-Western Railway at that place,
and sg & sort of pledge commitbed to his guardien-
ship, had bean earafully and safely kept in all their
integrity, ready on eall for immediste servica. This
gentleman s himaelf an expert and devotes both of
rod and geon, snd is, 85 well as W. H. Steonett, the
Goneral Passenger Apent of the Chicaro & North-
Western Railway, ab Chicago, s cyelopedin of infor-
mation on all metters relating o sport, elther hunt-
ing orfishing, and the routes lesding to thereions
of aport in Wiseonsin and apper Michigan, so many
of whieh are traverzed or reached, fromt Chicage, by
the North-Wastern Railway and its conmections,
and, slao, relating to the necessary equipment and
the means of supplying it.  Like other cyclopediag,
thesa pantlemen are free and liberal of their infor-
mation to sll who may choose to consult them,

To Mr. Jones’ kindly and accommodating aivil-
ity, and to bis intelligzent forvesight in owr hebalf,
we wero much and gratefnlly indebted for the sue-
eess and pleasure which, it will be seen, attended
our exeursion, I'articnlarly by his jadicions action,
in pre-concert with os, we wera providad, in advance,
with 4 splendid retinne of guides. Thess were, the
reader’s sequaintance of the previons pages, Mitch-
ell Thebanlt, Darid Eaquotash, & younger brother
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of the George Kaquotash of the former Iirnlé party,
and a veteran in wooderatt, Puul Thebanlt, brother
of Mitehell Thebault, and Joe Dixon, the two latter
haM-breeds. Weo knew from Mr, Jones that these,
our new acquaintances, were trusty, willing and
hesrty in snch service, and that they wera exper-
ienced in woudls and life in the woods, from having
traveraed our intanded ronta, a3 well as other dirse-
tione in tha wilderness, with parties prospeeting
timber laxds, or with locators or surveyors of land,
or with parties, like our own, in parsuit of vacation
sport and recreation. In the robust and athlctie
frames of these auxiliaries we could, at & glanoe,
fureses gll the muecle and enduranes requisite for
the service for which they were engaged. The
canoes, wWith Dhavid in eharge, had been forwarded
by Mr. Jones to [epullic & day in advance. Tle
other three guides joined ne at Marinette.

On aclonded Angmst afternoon, the party and ite
ontfit reashed Repallic, and fivat tonched the Miely-
igaini river.

Around the hill, a mile below the village, on the
lirink of the river, was the first encampment. The
water-warks for supplying the mines, witl the rum.
bling machinery, was close at hand. The situation
was not delightfal. The dull, leaden sky made it
Jook, and the damp air made it feel, much less than
plessing.  The temperatare reminded ns of a Chi-
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earo November, lnt nothing at all of Angnst dog.
daye

Even under theee inauspicions eonditions, Pratt
wan almost buovant, and Denizon well-nigh irve-
pressible.  In faet, both of then thouglit they might
prefade & Jittle to get their hands in, one with the
rod snd one with the gun.  The prospect for game or
fizh at-that point waa wholly unprowmising.  Pratt,
with hiz fly-rod, stenek an attitnde on the bank,
and presently enntehed out an ignobls clink,  This
inatantly ehilled his ardor, and he promptly betook
Limeelf to camp for some other mere satisfying re-
source.  Denison, equipped with his fire-arms,
ranged abont in sesreh of anything on foot or wing,
snd worked his way to the east of ns, smong the bush-
ez, e did not wholly waste liis time or ainmonition,
Re pnt a solitary pertridge to death and blowed a
chattering kingflsher to its kingdomn come,  Iigh
and mysell tedionsly busied owrsclves in deing
nothing.

Our firsl night eneampinent was not delighiful
or eesthing.  The air was very damp aod chilling,
and we shivered as it swept freely and 1moistly
abont ws. When wo had retived, sleep was won
only after long and toilaome pursnit.  Sleapers
o hair mnitrasses, fenther pillows and'in elambere,
counld not, &il at onee, fall into the different somnif.
cronie comditions of & blanket bed, with boolks or
satelel for bolater, ferra Frma for bedstend, and
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anairy tent for dormitory. Cf eonrse, a diseipline of
restlessness was a natwral preliminary to our first
tleep. One of the party refarred to a vilgar calomny
of many of the noregenerate, that lawyers ind lying
on any or either side no trouble at all, and observed
that be had been Iying on one side, and then lying om
the other side, most of the night, and tha lying was
anything but easy, and cortainly was not his forte.
Probably this was meant a3 s jole, but at sll events
it wos received ne fact and in silence.

Avnother of the party, in a reflective mood before
eleen, could diecern from what seemed uwnpropi-
tions signs, only an moprenising cutlook shead.
Much of the glowing native hwe of the Tesolution
with which he set cut on the expedition, had con-
siderably sicklied over with a pals and cheerless
east of theught. IHe sang small and in the pen-
itential strain of a mizerere, However, with the
dewn of morning and the lifting of the dense fog,
which in the night thickly encompassed ns, and in
the glowing sunshine, the gitoation and prospect
changed their seeming, nnd the perzpective of the
mind's eye brightened into barmony with the radi-
anee of the sky,

The night’s experienee tanght me that sdditional
blanketing was essential. My, Chicago blankets
wera too light. Fortunately the Iron Compeny's
store had a stock of these poods of &ll gualities, I
made my way to the village and procored s pair,
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Leavy with the fleeces of many sheep, and suitable
for regions more Aretie than these. High, who was
to be my fellow of the ecuch, seeing the comiort
Iying in their folds, welcomed thair arrival in the
tent with a smile of benignity, They would con-
tribute to the warmth of fecling botwean us.

The forenoon was spent by the Indiana in aver-
banling the canoes which bad not ewam the water
for & year,and there wero sesins fo be pegged np
and leaks to Le pitched. They landled the cratt
delizately, in fact lovingly, ae it they were things
of lite endeared tothem. "We took acconnt of stocl,
of the collectiva ontfit, of our eight pair of blankets,
whigh, wlen spread, were to be slept on, and when
rolled inte bundles would ke eat on, of onr two pon-
chos, of our valises, of ocar tackle. There were
Denieon's gnin-case and his cafsson, In whieh Lia
fixed amminnition and deadly miasiles were earcied.

The contents of the baskets and valiscs were
enriously miscellaneons  In the way of hygienic
precantion there waes a whole pocket pharmasy of
homeeopathie tinets, pills and powders. Pratt waa
onr profcesor of the theory and practics of medicine,
and metval medical adviser and diepenser.  For mi-
asmatic localities there was Kentucky old ernw,
soma sour mash for prohable malarial effccts, and,
ar a genersl tonie, or éatholicon, to be used as an
extrnerdinary remedy {eonsclt High's < Extruordin-
ary Remedies,™) there was Hennesey Cognac (1865).
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By exercice of 3 libeval foresight, abundant fare
was provided fo feed the mind nnd meet any reason.
alle intellectunl svidity of the party. Infact there
was & tireulating library in the valises. The cata-
logne included three or four of Jules Verne's inven-
tions, Lakeside edition, ten cents, “Joshua Haggard's
Draughter,” © Weavers and Weft,” “ Christie Joln-
sen,” © Two Destinies,” “ Heape of Money,” “The
American Senator,” and & few other brown-tint,
paper-eovered noveliefic obeenrities. 3t will ba per-
ceived that this was tha very lightest intelleetual
marcling bageaoe,

Bupposing tior myself that the merest nut-ehell, as
it wera, of literature, wouid be encugh for the mental
snstentation of tronters and eanoeists, and as 2 re.
sourea for & rainy day, I had bronght Walton’s
“Complete Angler” ns my own eole reading. It
was chosen from & principle or sense of eongraity.
Itz theme accorded with owr programme, which
was piseatorial, and it wonld seem that the reading
for the oceasion should relate to the aim and spirit
of the oceasion.  For instance, Denispn’s epeciality
being that of limnting more than of angling, I
fancied his literary researehes would relate to the
natural history of the reglons to be traversed, or fo
the seience of gunning and projectiles. Dut his
hookizh hamor was aot for sulyjects of gunpowder
or zoology.

I had my opinion of Denison when I saw the sen-
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timental gnnner stretch out langnidly on his Manket
epread, and fall a-sighing over Hawley Sinart’s love
tale of “Two Kisses.” The title-page moito of that
romanes of fender affection, “Methinks no wronge
it were if I shemld steal from those two melting
ribies, one poor kies,” seitled it ag to the insidious
and inflammetory tenor of that story of lips and love,
snd for what hia literary month watered. It was
rather 2 wonder that he, an off-shoot of Plymounth
rock and a escion of a devont Puritsn ancestry,
ghoold raptorize over & perilows romanes, whose
very front legend or key-nole wes an in¢entive and
Inre to kiesing kleptomania

There was » Tamor of & grest Dear ranging the
country down the river. This bruin would be
noteble food for any man’s powder, and test any
sportsman’s grit and mettle.  Thinking forcarming
should follow forewarning, Denison ransacked his
putszen for the right cartridges, carefully wiped and
oiled his gnn, and whetied bis beit-knite to an extra
savage edge. He scemed to ehalienge a mortal en-
connter, and to look the defianee “ bring on yonr
bears, now! ™

There wes nothing we were more willing fo part
withal than with our water-works encampment.
At two o'clock the flotilla was ready to cast off, and
tornivg enr backe on the forbidding sceue, we soon
glided on the enrrent of the Michigami into the
wilderneaz, Denison and Pratt, with the arma-
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wend, wera in the sdvenes eance which David pad-
dled. We followed in its wake, and in short time
eaw onr consort vessel roanding towards an expansc
of Ligh grass in a bordering swarap. Defore we
dieeovered the eatseof turnisg shoreward, the shot
gun snd Dhavid’s rifle were simulteneously dis-
charged, and we aaw a doe leap out of the grass
and dash off in econfhaion, and presently epring in
tlie air azain, but fnally disappear in the reedy jun-
#la. A search wasmade for the wonndad animal, bat
ithad limped or dragrred itself beyond resclt. Only
four miles forther on wae scen suother deer brows-
ing in the reeds, and two shots were aimed at and
wonaded it, for 1t was seen to stagrer for & moment
bewildercd or stunoed, bat on exploration by the
Tudians, only smne staing of blood, but net the
bleeding deer itself, were found,

We then advanced aTong stretch of smooth water,
in & very solitnde of calm. Pratt’s plecatory in-
stinct wias incited on reaching a tiny brooklet that
gnietly found wey into the river, and thongh it is
generally supposed that the Michigami is not s trout
streamn at all, to Pratt’s eye favorable eonditionsd for
tronting were not wanting. 8o the canoe was laid
in a the brook’s mouth for him to fry s cast. Al
most st the touch of his fly on the water there was
s rice, and Pratt had the eredit of taking the first
and precursory trout.  High'seve glistened. Den-.
ison disarmed. Their rods were quickly put in or-
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der, Al of them repidiy east in their hockles,
and the iront jumped lively for & halfdwour
During this time, thiréy of them ware bronght o
grief,

By general concent the trout slmnltaneonsly enb-
sided, gnd gave way to ile esnspersting chbubs,
which began just as soon to betray their imperti-
nent voracity. The rods were promptly digjointed,
and epeedy departure followed. Dienison was so
disgusted at the onset of the chuls, that the first
one which tackled his fly was flanz high snd far on
tha roed to Jericho, in the woods, by the pitiless
vigor of his bockward swing.

A few rods on we turied ashore, to eamp,  TWhile
the tent was being set, T threw in a bass-line witha
ehnb on the hook. A two-ponnd perch happoned
to be ewimming arcund on the lookout for an eve.
ning meal, and just in the mood and at the instant
for a greedy dash at the tempting bait. The perch
wiak cuptured and Tanded. That satisfled my yearn-
ing for sport. ‘The encampment was high and at »
Lend. The river is tortnoms, and torning bends
wae 80 common that Denfson had a lively business
e hie hands in keeping trace of the points and
courses with his pocket compass.

Our supper waz B banquet of tromt, These be-
ing the first of anr cateh, and rather & surprise, im-
parted, perhaps; a keener relish tothe dish.  In the
after-=npper lounge and idling, Denison agzain,
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gilently and apart, meditated on the theme of the
kiss and melting ruby lips, and pursned the tender
etory of the lovers in the novel. Sheuld IHawley
Pmyart weave other amorons tales of osenlation,
Franle is hardly the man to suffer way of his favor-
ite hand-hooks of the law, such sz “Daniell’s
Chancery Practice,” to absorb him from the enjoy-
ment of such affecting memairs,

Wigh and Pratt entortained themselves sand me
by fishing over again their previouns years’angling on
the Megallowsy, Parmachene Lolke and in the wilds
of northern Maine, and in the smoke of our log-heap
fire azurely wavering above us, recalled thememaories
of Whipple's roaring camp-tires on thet trip. When
the twilight deepened obseurity over the paces, and
lie Iost eight of the lovers in the ehadews, Denison
Inid away his book, and fonnd vent for his inappeas-
able vitality in practising gnonery. Ile delivered
e random volley at a bat that wheeled about in eir.
clea tound us, in the waning light, and then alse
seattered a eanister charge at a fearless mnekrat
that wae entting triangnlar ripples acroas the stream,

When we worerctived to tha fent, it was formally
and eolemnly agreed that no one showld introdmes
- or talk elop, mnder penalty of 2 ducking. This
wan pavtly becanse three of us lewrned gentlemen
wera too many for Pratt, who wasg not learoed, and
who, though knowing little about londs, fenements
and lLereditaments, except the rents and profits
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thereof, was not familiar with the legal mysterics
relating to them, as expounded in Ooke or Cruises’
Digest, and Leavse we ought not to worrs Lim and
ourselves with the vrin subtleties and gqoiddities of
the law, and becaunse on any gnestion sfarted we
eould never egree, and there were sure to be three
different opinions,

Later in the evening, the party thought I rather
transgressed therule, I referred to & curicus easein
Towa, where & meteorlite f211 on e granger's land.
A dispute about this worthless produet of the upper
regions was about 23 meritorions and profitable, one
wonld think, ns the soit abont the shadow of the
donkey which Demosthenes related to the gap-
ing mob of Athenz. Bot still the subtlety and
learning of some of the punditz of the profession
were charply exercised on the gquestion whether v
Lelonged, by low, to the finder, by right of dis-
covery, of to the owmer of the land, a3 an secession.
Thie reference was imputed to me asa misdemeanor
plainly within the interdiet of shop. I protested
that it was a meteorologieal rather than alegal inat-
ter.  Dut the preposterons wiseaeres solemnly gave
judgment sgainst me. DBut they, Denison dis-
sgidiente, gracipusly snspended the execution of
the sentence of ducking, at least uctil we shonld
reagh warmer water Lelow,

. The Lepnblic Wankets made High and me Hess
onr stara for the thonglhtful prescienca swhich had



EUMMER WAYFARING, i2p

ndded them to our slesping kit.  They ware needed.
The air at night was frost-like, and afier High got
up and grulﬂ:ued ont a protrading root over which
he bad been sometime unrestfully turning, as en &
.pivot, and after the others in their Llankets moder-
ated their snoring, we fell into onr fivst slumbering
in the woods, and it was peaceful and deep,

Prait waz our morning harbinger, and peep o
day boy. He liked to sec what envions streaks did
lace the severing cloads in youder east, and the
joeund day stand tiptos on the misty mountain,
Lill or tree tops, or whatever height, a8 Romeo saw
thera. Whether the eyelide of the morn, ¢r of
Pratt were firet opened, was always an open gnestion,
The Indisns, even, lagged in their snore after he
roge—not long, thongh, for he soon rossed and
bestirred them to diligence sronnd the wood-heap
kitchen range, that breakfast might eome acon apace.
While the cocking was being sttended to, he and
Denison navizated themaelvea to the iittle stream
where the tromt were found, to iry agein

* The fond ercdulity
OF glly fich, which, woddling-like, stl look:
Upon the bait, tat nerer on the hook. ™

They returned with the inglorions trophy of one
tront apiece.

We broke camp abonfnineo'slock. A poreupine,
looking like, and as still as, & bump on a log, was
seen eprawled out on a helf sunken and fallen tree

9
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in ths water. Denison leveled dead at it, and
weanded it, Weodrewnp, and Thebanlt desputched
it with his paddle, after ite making fight. A mile
or two below, we trailed aronnd rapids which were
passable by the canoes only when lightened. We
almost Iost the trail, and jogred abead slowly,
over logs, thropgh bushes and branches, a longish,
weary route. W had our rods and baskets, for the
Indiatz said there were trout below.

At the supposed frouting place, the lines were
whipped in with vigor, and with ferver of antieipa-
tion.  The brush and timber in the water were ob-
gttnetions to prosporons sport. High and Pratt
tottered or scrombled oot en wocertain and yield-
ing logs, and made random easts, but with no cheer-
ing results, except that Pratt was enlivened by the
surprising capture of a splendid one-pounder, seem-
ingly the solitary tront of the pool.  But the chuis
soufled vs as from afar, and came shortly, & collective
voracity, te vox our patience, and, after viclously
jerking out a few a8 monitory examples to the spe-
cigs, the anglers decamped in egnspicnons dadgeon.

Awaiting the cances and the portage of the car- = -

goes, we lounged om the brink, My eompeors
yielded to the seductive biblomania and industri-
ously yawned over their novels and lost themsclves
in the mazes of the plots.  TTnegqual and not irelined
to similar mental dissipation, I was eontent with the
thonghtless idleness of smoking and watching the
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whiffs dissolving nrownd me, or the ripples gently
lifting and silvering on the stream.  'Wlen we were
again embarked and not long under wey, the mnneli-
reeing Kaguotash distinguished a deer in & scarcely
visible elump of boshes, and advaneed the ecwnou
mere iriskly thereaway, Buthe could gat no nearer
than within long rifla range, and the bullot sent
from his trusty piece only served to speed the deer
raehingly off into the dense timber.

We cane, then, to an almost Inappreciable brook
weakly filtering, a8 it were, drop by drop, from
some neighboring spring, into the river. It ia only
where the eold thrills of the epringe sre imparted
by theso veins of water to the msin streatn, that
haunts of MicLigami trout can be found or expected.
Pratt had his eye on this tiny outlet, and was the
firat to cast 82 we rounded to,  He hnd the Inck of
atarting aome lively rises for a time, but not the
equal fortune of eapturing. He bronght In only
three or four. Each one that e lost seemed to Lim
lustier than the last, and, of course, his complacency
became more jangled and correspondingly ot of
tone.

Abont six o'cloek, on reaching s bend, a eplendid
pight surprired, and st the same time, hnshed
ue into the gilenee of admirmtion and ecsotion,
Straight ahead were the stately forms of a couple
of bocks, one of grand size, with a lordly foli-
sre of antlers towering up; his conmsort buek, .
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also, not meagerly branched with horns, and with
them a beantiful doe.  They wers in fall view front-
ing us, grouped together in tuid-stream, a won-
dvons pictnre of mnjesty'and grecefoloess, worthy
ta be senlptured into enduring marble, as they stosd,
The larjor  back seomed fixed in & posa of pride,
as if epntemplating his own massive proportions in
the mirror of the stream.  He and bis fellow then
dropped their fronts to the water, and gracefully
srched them up again; threw them back erect, aud
tossed off the wator that showered like spray, snd
again repeated the dip, and appeared sa if about,
aoother time, to plungs their antlers, when the big-
horned buck sluwly tnmed his bhead, s f flist to
scent any impending or possible Janger.

In the meantime opr Indians inatinetively
crouched low, like tigers fora spring, and motioned
s to perfeet quiet, though we already were spon-
taneously and breathlessly still. The forward cance
arept on stealthily and slowly, with stvokes of tha
paddles which expert Indian woodsmen and cance-
ists only have the kmack of making noiselesa.  Owur
estoe was silently moving in the wake of the for-
ward cne, onr ayed fixed, as by a epell, we searcely
regpiring, for fear & breath even would dispel the
charm of the acene,

“ Ah! what o pity were it to disperss,
Or o disturb so fitie & apectacle,
Apd yet & broath o de ik
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It really was & ceene too rare and fine to last
longer than for momentary view.

Defore the advance veasel sonld move the shooters
into effective ranga, wa were sighted and scented,
and quick like thought, the group bLroke np; the
bucks and dos snd the triggers all went together,
and, with head thrown back, the decr plunged and
dashed, in & foam of the water, to the shore, and
receded like a flash into the thick eorert of bushes,
# lost to sight, bui to memory, deer.” Tora few
eeconds we were still under the trance, and then
mearly sll, simaltmneoasly, broke out in a lond whoop
of relief, Cur boys, George and Paul, twitted and
chaffed the forward Indisns for the lucklcas flaseo .
of their markemanahip and strategy. Denison was
gadly crest-fallen over the event.

Afterwards, in the camp, it was remarked that
Derizon did oot, with his ruelul coontenance, look
like the satne man, to which another of the party
twinklingly responded, the deer, thongh, srere the
same deor. David™s rifle fired no better than Deni-
600’8 shotpran.  The range waa long, and it was no
famlt of either that he was forced tofire afur, Exeept
in rounding e bend, and surprising one, it is not easy
to got & dead shot at a deer.  Even in a neardrawing
on him, and more especislly when the rangs ia dis-
taat, the greater or lese oseillation and motion of the
canoe is likely to waver or swerve the line of sight,
and make the shooting something nnsure and wild.
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Kaguotash betrayed earpest meditetion iz lis
faes, s if pondering how yet to show us somethinyg
in the way of deer-slaying. He steersd me for
encmnping to & high bank with dense pines over-
Langing, snd to this particnlar place, becsuse there
was 4 known deer haunt in tha vieinity. He pur-
poeed making s night hunt with thc Jantern to
redeem himsalf and retrieva the mischance of the
afterncon.  And sueh was Demigon’s humeor tou.
His blood wes wp, and his rage for deer was now
inappeasable. In the kindled fervor of the two,
we had a sare forecast of venison.

After the cupa and pletters of snpper were dis-
posed of, and the night eet In, the gunners held a
diven on the grass, and arranged the strategy of a
thark hunt. Ilenison tacked the lantern on his hat
e thet when the elide was moved Its glare wonld
elioot out far in the abyss of darkoess, like that of
& light-house signal. With Dixon and Thebanlt
to man the canoe, he vanished into the distance and
the night up the river. Iaguotash and Paul footed
it, through the shadows of the pines, to o neigh-
boring pord or iekelet. High, Pratt and I, in
musging meditetion faney free, the while, Iay on -
the blanketz, wistfully, and principally watehing
the flzare of the Dblzzes of the camp fire, or the
emoke of sur meerschaums wreathing visible fra.
grances aroind ua.  Onr oWwn voiees were the only
ecnieds that broke the dead silence of the night.
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We waited not long. The report of the gun
was heard, and, speedily, Denison followed it to
camwp, and laid before ue the trophy of a elain doe.
We hailed him with congratnlatocy peans.  Prait
was enongh elated to vow, and give formal notice,
that in honor of the event, he wonld next morning
decorate himself in the gals costume of anew ghirt
colisr. Denison quite modestly bore his blushing
honors, considering that he never before shed deer’s
biood, and thomgh not bearing himself with any
particular air of flushiog or vaunting, he was nota-
bly epmplacent in manner, as if, now, anrends were
made for his flash in the pan shortly before, and
as if we were now bound to rate his guoning at its
real worth, Iavid was less fortunate.  He wearily
and patiently seonted the marging of the pond,
and Juid in waik, and noteslessly slipped the canoe
from point to point, but no sign of 8 deer was
hesrd or seen, and he was obiiged fo retnrn with
his redemptory purpose left for future achieve-
ment.

Frank’™ veniecom, wlen served on the hroakiast
log, wag not a fender viand; but as it was the first
of the kind, we proposed making an honest rmeal
of it. I noticed it was not, however, antil the sec.
ond liberal eourse had gone the round of the plattars,
that any one ventured absolutely to affiro that the
venicon was rather tongh, We thounght it wounld
be ungracions to Denison, snd it wonld seemingly
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be to misprize the excellence of the meat and de-
tract from the Instra of his achievement for us to ba
ceritical about the cohesive quality of the flesk, So
wo smacked our lips on it as a delicacy and declared
the repast & foast.
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Wz recognized Denison's vocation as one of arms.
His revelver and gun and ammunition-box were his
playthings. He apparently thonght the best ser
viee of his cold steal was ite being kepi hot by use.
Loading and firing were Lis favorite diversions,
Popping gan or pistol was & neeeseity, ond it no
living thing offered itself to his markemanship, &
bump or apot on & trea served fur target praetice.
A chunk was floating past, and he challenged me to
revolver practice with Lim. [ pulled away at the
chook. T elsimed that the ball bad pertorated
its centre, a8 there was no eplash of the water.
But he and the others, as hia eorroborative wit-
neases, with one voice, declared T had mizsed cven

(137 :



138 TROUTING 0N THE BRULE.

the river snd shot into the sandbank beyond. As
the vendict was against me I was at least silenced,
1 oot antistied.

When we were agein on the way, Pratt diseov-
cred a brooklet putting in.  In the cool waber of
its confoenee with the river, he koow thers wore
the conditions of a resort for trout. 8o the cances
werz paddled to the mouth of the brook and halted.
Hea switehed in his fly, and whipped a nest of trout
into most animated commotion for a brief while.
He fook in & fow of the lespers, but just atonce
the whole shoal of tront munst have sbruptly emi-
grated, in a panie, to safer parts, for not anotber
vise was to ba had.

Wo sooner had we swong off and were under way,
than Davids eyve diacerped s decr ahead; but,
thongh eantionsly dropping the canoe toward it
the deer took the alarm and went fying, so the shot
aimed af it whizzed a harmless errand. S0, too, af-
ter a mile of further paddling, we came within view
of abuck nibbling his morning berbage. e stop-
ped mot on the order of leaving hia unfinished
feeding, and Denison’s lmekshot effected nething
it fo speed him to & roaster]ly retreat inte the
woods,

We came to & gorge of drift-wood, which looked
like the delris of a forest chaotically jammed I[nst;
it was about & qnarter of a mile of piled-up heaps
and jaggedness, so solidly wedged and massed that
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the floods eonld not move it.  "Wae trailed over the
carey, snd the boys ehouldered the eances and ear-
goes aronnd.  Below this, a bandsome, but ineau-
tioug doe, stepped into the brink to fopd the river.
Sho eanght sight of ne in time, end &8 our appear
anee wae not st all pleasing to her, gnicker than
whirligig, she torned tail on us and went & fast
vanighing form of white.

Undar the verdure of nrching firs and eedars, the
dinner was served. There wag 2 earpeting of faded
brown layera of fallen twigs, as soft to the footfall,
as & vestura of sponze or 5 velvet of natore’s own
weaving. The ground was elear of baoshes and
thicket. Thespresd of cor cuisine was not varions,
bt it was, to us, eminently suflicient, as mueh so as
if it had bean prepared aceording to Soyer, or, as
if it were an inspiration of Brillat-Savarin,. We
needed none of the sanees or condiments of gastro-
noimie art to aharpan appetite, or to lend to eating
a zest, and to tea-drinking a flavor nnknowu to
gorrmets and pampered epientes.  The eatching of
a tront or plumping of a buek, when one, himeclf,
brings in the fing or the horns, or {5 5 witness to
the taking off, greatly enhances the relish of the
fich or the flesh on the dish.

The RKoman tabla connoisears wore wont to have
the intended fluhes of their dinners brought living
hefore them, nst on the eve of their being put to
pot, that the eaters mnight, in the eonrsee guickly
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following, have the sense of freshness to tickle their
piscivorous appetites. The stole Sencea, s sturdy
moraliet, has severely noted and eenenved thiz daingi-
nest of the prandial epicores, Whoever Lias aeen the
waterdripping from the trout as they are taken, then
seen tham prepared for the pan, touched by the fire
into & rich browny orisp, snd served at table, all
nearly a8 an entive and inseparable procass, knows
the difference in lnstiowsness, Havor and delicacy
between the tront of a dinoer lie has esten at Chi-
cago, and the tront of a dinner @l Fresco on the
brink of their native Michigmmi. Soch trout ineals
on the river, are something of the lnxurions, to be
remenihered.

O tha afternoon down way we stopped to cast at
the mouth of a stream, bt a few rises seemed o ax-
hanet ihe local sport. Al slong the water where
there were slovghs, prass patches or swamps, fresh
deer tracks were innnmerably imprioted. At the
mouth of Fenee river, which slugeishly came in,
nesrly hidden in a Tuxuriance of grass, the sands at
the margin were trampled info mire by the ecunt-
lesa hoots of the herds that frequent .thers. A
eonple of porenpines were siring themeselves on a
driftwood log, end immovably stared nsin the face,
But Denigon with his unerring revolver and at short
renge went by, and they will fret their lives never-
more.  The charges seattered many of their qnills
on the water.
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On starting out next morning, Denisen and I
took the forward cance. At a brogk that ram in
over o rocky bed, the other cance was held vp and
lagged for tronting. We maoved on altead, and saw
another plienomenally large poreupine snuffing the
open inothing air, snd bis priekics glisteniog in
the sun. 'We bore down on him at closa quarters.
I offered him the compliments of a revolver salute,
and Denison tendered him the liberal civilitics of
three shots, These amenities were lost on him.
With hia quills fretfully bristling ent, he serambled
off, unharimad, up the log to his retreat.

Farther on, Devid ran uz in ab s white morble
ledge onthebank., Helanded himeelf and knoeked
off epecimen fragments for we.  Fle told we that off
fron the river, there wag a hill of fine white mar.
ble. Poszibly, some day, blocke quarried there may
be reared inte palaces or semlptared into monu-
mentsl effigies.  DBut as webad no thonght of ereet-
ing palatial edifices in the wnetropolis, Chieags, and
still less of providing for ourselves grave-yard
shafts in the necropolis, Graceland or Oakwood, Da-
" vid's saraples and information therefore failed to
warm os inte & mineralogical fervor,

Bot though this geological formation was of no
intereat to vs, & zoclogical display which we wit-
nesged waa & joennd, though an exceedingly flect-
ing, entertainment. It was a hilarious rabble of
minks, frisking and capering festively on the sand,
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squenling a inerry chorns, and in the very heighth
of frolie ss we, nnbidden and nuwelcome strangers,
hove arpurd a bend inte the midst of the revel,
Dreniron wae as much surprised se the minks were,
and though their etampede wns a marvel of dis-
persive eelerity, he was quick enongh on trigger
to make one panie-stricken mink bite the esand.
Kaquotash went nehore und nppropriated the careass.
He eaid itz peli was juet what he wanted for a to-
baceo ponch.  Norwas this the only anital trophy
of Denispn, There was e brace of partridges sand-
ing their craws. After he fired into one of thon,
there wns very little that was sandy, but a good
deal that wae Jeaden, in thedemized partridge’s man.
Ent broiled partridge enriched our next hill of fare.

We startled nflock of ¥ zawbille® or “floppers.”
They are fish-aating dneks, but not themeelves eat-
abla of sportsmen. David apprised us that this
family of quackers is & numerous agustic onisance
on the Michigami. They partly ran snd partly fy
aleng the stream, and, with their wings and webs
Aspping the- water, and harshly quacking as they
oo, make a botstercue flight that ean be heard 2t a
distance. They always keep in the van of the navi.
zator, and when out of harm’s way, settle down in
the water until the cance arain nearing, they
seamper ic another ront, The Indiens predieted
that this our Introdnetion waa Iikely to prelude a
frequent, but rather distant seqnaintance with the
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sawDilis, a5 they wonld surelw forerun us far down
the river,

A palr of porenpines in the top branches of two
neighboring trees, looking like Lunehes of mistletoe,
fired Denison’s smbition to fusilade them with
hiz revolver. David’s far-sceing cye, whiclh took
* in, and always hefore any of our eyes had a sight,
everything notuble, espicd a mink frantically tear-
ing through the bushes, to its retreat.  Its agilicy in
making the ron wag sueh that Denizon eonld only
five an equivoesl shot, which harmed neither hide
nor hair of the noxivus ereature.

We passed & windfall, where 8 toemado had swept,
like & hesom of destruction, throngh the forest, and
left towering pines, fira and cedars prostrate in cha-
atic heaps and confuzion, to mark its terrifie devas.
tationr. Ta realize the utter and ferfnl havoe of 4
whirlwind in its career of furyand madness, one
needs only see ite swath and pathway of wreek and
ravage in a Michigan pinery.

We reached tha portage to Michigami falls about
one o'clock, Denison and myself, with our Indianes,
maoaged, by vigorons footing, to make the lower
end of the trail just as the heavy clonds, which we
had geen fullowing darklingly over the back-ground,
Epl‘Elad over us, and bmret into drenching terrents of
rain. The shelter-tent afferded some protection,

Our messmetes and snite who had but jnst reach.
ed the upper end of the earry in the midstof the
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shower, faved less fortunately. The tumed-up ea-
noe, under which they tried to cornpreas themselves,
was but & mockery of shelter agningt the mereiless
dreneh. In the meantime, spite of the min, shortly
moderating, the natives were able to start a fire.
The blazes of the roming hesp were cheering
warmth and glowing weleome to High and Pratr,
when, soakad &nd dripping, they stalked into camp-
Kone the less did we pleasantly grest their coning
io becanze of the splendid mess of tromt which they
hed picked op on the way, in the rear, They had
comme upen 8 family of deer, a buck, doe and fawn,
swimming the river, but, as they were without the
negessary dendly weapon, they had no means of
cresting a distnrbance or a lose in the gronp, and the
fortunate trio passed scathless on ite way, admir-
able ae a vision, but unavailing a= venizon,

Theps npper falla-are not a very grand and wild
freak of nature, in the way of & cassade; there is
no precipitous, sheer deadfall of water over an edge
or precipies, but the river cotpresses itz volume
into & narow space between a point of rocks on
one gide and a rocky wall on the other, the water
pitehing In terraees, down an incline; the eliff rears
straight nloft, probably & hundred or wore feet, and
is heavily garnished with small sturnted cedars and
‘pines; there is also nothing striking in the seenery.
Some of the party thonght the basin promising tor
trout, and, after the clouds cleared away, paced
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along the margin from point to point, and dropped
in their lines with the persistence of checring hope,
and then ekimmed arcund in the canoe, from cne
and another current or eddy; but the only signs or
responzes to the fly were from the aggravating
chuba. The trovt there, if any, were too wary for
the party,

Mo nseless time, owever, was lost in fentative
casting. It was eur fkte to lia idly by the rest of
the dar, with wet goods 0 hang over the flre, to
dry the tents aud patch the leaka in the birehen
flect.  In the later mouotony of the afternoon, the
literary faver rather vebemently struck ue.  In the
brillisut flashes of silence, and while the genial
warmth of the fiery log heaps soothed us, each one
vielded to the sorcery of the book. Denison was
absorbed in the * Awmerican Senafor,” possibly
dreaining or haping to be one.  Pratt took a shine
to “Joshua Hageard’s Daughter.”  High devoted
lis inteliect to “Heaps of Money.” 1 sharpened:
my appetita for the coming supper of trout, by
reading of trout in hooest Walton'’s pages.  Wlile
we were 80 ocenpied, the shadows ﬂtole on nnd
deepened inte night,

il
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AvrEr the vesper meal of trout, the sawbill
plagne was a prominent theme of indignant con-
fabulation. The pernicions water-tramps had dur-
ing the day verified Kaquotash's {1l report of them,
in their appearsnce, from time to thne, st the front
of ma. On our nearing themi the flock would start
up and off, keeping to the water, winnowing it as
they moved on, boisterously splashing and Larshly
equawking, 80 a2 to meke themm = moving van of
pearectows to all the game in the woods. When
the flock preceded us to the falls, it kept on in the
carrent and swept along with the whirl of the tor-
rent, and reappearad resilient ont of the vortex
below, as 80 many curks bobbing up from a foreed
Fubmersion. .

{146)
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Onr camp was g0 well conditfoned by night,
when we were rested and dried, that we enjoyed in
it the eombined pleasures—ease, comfort and eon-
tent. The blazing trunks of pines equally bright-
ened and warmed ws; the rumble of the falling
waters and the Inlling mmrwur of the stream in
our front made soothing music for the senses; the
light of the swinging lamp enlivened the interior
of thetent. We gossiped into late hours, and with
good cheer of mirth and laaghter—for thera ia no
place like & forest camp-mess for stories and fan—
we emoothed the way to slumber, that was refresh-
ingr and sweet,

The complete repese of mind, with no thonght
of shop and with but little of the world o of the
war in Earope, of the news and life of the dey =t
hiowne even, was the charm snd blissfulness of owr
seenes and pastimes in the far-off unpeopled wild-
orness.  Here were none of the pervading agencies
of civilization, business and indostry, with their
cares and impoartonities—elsewhere ever ceaseless—
to perturb pur menta] isolation and quiet. No
railway and ite roshing train; no telegraph streteh-
ing a8 mystie chovds to hear na theills of mesenga
from eur homes; no daily, jonrnal to mirror vs a
life other than our ownj o presences to link ns to
the world beyoud onr immediste horizon. It was
this mental repose that made eur hemloek eonclies
a8 goft a3 beds of roses and sleep po deep and re-
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freching. It was this that made every sneain pinent
seeitl & happy Arcadis of peace and eontent,

We vanishied from the dashing of the Michigami
Falla, The clonds were threatening, and their
plnvial emena were soon realities of showering, The
drops streaked down the plaze of the ponchos in
harmless watery films or veins. A good many
puffs of fpan, like great white eponges, floated from
the falls. The rain pattered the atream info broad-
cast Hoy bubbles. A raven winged a high flight
over our heads, and flew shyly end croaked spite.
fully at us, a8 i he were averse to Llnman society,
end wasg, evidently, not in hiz neture akin to the
friendly raven that fed the holy prophet with bread.

Three milea from the start David espied & far.off
deer in the hrush, end ealoted it with s vifle-bmll,
whieh clipped the twiza close by, and started it
gnorting with fiight into the safe asylum of the
woods.  The erack of the gun sounded an alarom
to oamr evil genii, the Aoppers, which scooped along
the water and clamorcunsly sguawked down the
shream.

The river swelled into wider bounds as we pro-
ceeded, with fewer rapids and ghallows, but hardered
with a vivid density of forest and uniformity of
wildness. We wera in 2 silent domain of all unsahb.
dned natare. Thesprays of the pines mored neither
with the pentle sway or fremor of a breaze or with
the quiver of a bird. The scenery appeared hrood-
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ing in sealm ag still a8 the landseapa of a picture,
but with an exuberance of richnesz which no peneil
of art, but only the toush of nature, eould produce.

At noon, we landed at the portage to Luke Mary.
It wae & ecarcely visible entrerce to a labyrinth
of burhea and weods, the pathway of which was
tortuoues and barely trageable, and beset, thronghout,
with underszrowths that bad to be bent or brashed
azide, and made our footsteps tardy and weary.
Wien we emerged from the density snd tonched
the edge of the lake, the httle sheet shone in the
rediance of the sun like a glittering mirror in s
leafy astting of emerald. The azure of the sky and
the enowy glowds were reflected in its pure depths,
an imaged heaven, each seeming the other, the sky
the water and the water the gky, without a wayward
zephyr rippling it with s breath to wrinkle or dis-
tnrb the pieture. While the boys were lugging
over the eanos and the stowsage, we had full time,
reclining on the grassy slope, to restlnlly inuse and
enjoy the summer ylories blended in the scens,

The water waa erystally clear. We thought it
must be etocked with fiesh. Wlen the cances were
in motion, trolling lines wera put out, but usalensly,
The lake curved, and was not wholly seen o  first
view., Arcund the bend, the pancrama of lake and
shores spread out more charmingly, though the
sheet wee not a Jarge one. The stillness of the
whole -seene was impressive. Little of life was
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heard or ecen, A solitary logn, incaning its plaintive
notes, lamentable o5 » sepulehral wail, waa the only
sound ot sign of living thing on its silent expanse.

We made the further end of tha lake, abouta
mile, at a knoll swelling gently up from the liftle
cove or nook In which the cances were landed, The
nndergrowth had at some peried doubtless been
burned ont, and the forest thinned by fire, yet with
encugh eattering green-flourishing pines and firs
left by the destrgyving scomrge for shade, pnd to
make the sevaral scres of rolling surfzee o handsome,
pataral park. On the smamit of the lawn, velvet
with carpeting green, the tents were ultimately
placed for the day. A rain, with repeated reees-
sories of thunder and lightning ripping closely over
us, eopiously ontpoured, for a time, and gtrenmel
down the eanves roofing.

Moaek of the time during the afierncon we were
honsed in for shelter, as the dropping of the clonds
was nearly eoustant. Qureelves suugand dry within,
the cheap novelg, at such & tine resourees of some
utility, served to relieve the situation of muoch of its
dreariness, and to make the party unconcerned about
the action of the elements. The Indians, in their
tented lair, comfortod themeelves with eards and
tobaess.  After night set in and the repast was
finished, and the clouds had disparsed, the camp-fire
cheerily Iapped the great pine heap in jeta and
tongnes of flame and we squatted around it
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Cur spirits biightened in the glow of the genial
blazes, and the crackling of the flames was out-
roised by the lively chatter of muoch-speaking lipa.
The forme of the emoke, fantastically rising and
vanishing like spectral shadows info the night above,
were not; lighter and more varying than gur wanton-
ing fancies. Memories of other woodland scenes,
or of wanderings of other days, were reealled. We
heard Denieon’s story of hiz moantain travel in the
West, of Lie aseent of Pike's Peak, and of the more
perilous climb of Long's peak, as well.  Ilours were
thus passed, near unto the witehing time of night,
and wete made the pleasanter by those friendly and
ready gervitors of all the hours of some of ws—the
mesrschanm pipes. The night's campfire lighted
the shrine of memory with a blrzonry of recollee-
tions delightfol and endoring, and, for the time, st
least, paled the memories of the firelights on the
hesrtlistones at homea,

Thewaking in the morning was to a rat-tat of rain
pattering on the tent. The showering, however,
graduelly softened into a miat, atd finelly that van-
ighed, thongh the clonds still hovered in the sky,
portending other eoming rsin. But neither sueh
proguosting of ill-weather nor the beauty of the
landscape there conld delay ns from s quickstep ad-
vance towarde nttractive regions beyond.

It is a two mile portage to the Paint river, To
sid the Indians, each of uz pwung some pareel
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of Iiis own ontfit over his shoulder or gripped it in
Lie hande, and tottered bordensomely slong the
tortnons footway., Hearing these fardels was, with
gome of ue aft lesat, to geont and eweat ander &
weary load, very unlike the burdens we wore accus-
tomed to carty. Denison, however, rather plomed
himeelf on having achieved a prodigy in the instance
of his transportation. To throw our portabls ea-
pacities in the shade and vaunt his own, Le troabled
himsealf te weigh in the fish seslea, one by one, the
saparate parcels of his load. Tha fotal pounds
avoirdupois were fifty-eeven.  As theLndians made
light of packs more than double that weight, he
thought he would searcely hoist flying colors, or
very pavticolarly allnde to the sinews of Harvenles
or the shonldors of Atlas.

By nosn the carrying was finished. The trail
led to & high bank or knob of a hill, and liad
cleared space for foriner camping. It overlooked &
broad, smooth reach of the Paint river, skirted with
borders of nnbroken torest. At the fhot of tie Lili,
n little brook, hidden under interlacing brenches,
and eold with the chill of its supplying or perent
rprings, ran into the stresin.  Doubtless it was a
very covert for shoals of trout.  High and Denison
must have had an insight of this, for they sef out
with rods and baskets, to find sume aecessible ailent
nook or recess free enongl of Nmbs and brush
wherein to cast the fly.  Wherever they pnshed on
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they found the 1ittle stream impenetrably guarded
and hedged against the art wnd patienea of all
anglers, by the deneity of defensive overgrowth and
nndergrawth.

Weo had dinner there.  Just while we were tadoing
the laat morsels of our meal, a2 cance hovs into pork
with 8 freipht of three—a Chippews gentleman,
barafoot, and twe sqoaws of the same aboriginality,
apparcotly matron and maid, The ledies timidly
looked at us, and quietly maintained their broad,
sqnat and hundle-like position in the cunoe, sceming
to Imply that a5 “whitc men sre nighty nneer-
tain,” they would prefer to keep their distanea. Bo
they remained and rode at rochor,

Hed Rooster, or whatever his name was, knowing
eoma of gur Iudians, and, pessibly eniffing in hia
sensitive nostrila the disseminating aromna of dieb,
intrepidiy eliwbad or hoizted himeelf np the bill to
caunp, &nd began to pow-wow the natives of the ret-
ine.  Cordial relativns were soon established, and
the Menominee or Chippews vernonenlar was the
medivwm of their voluble eivilities. One word of
it, “ now-o-Lal,” or an expresgion very like that,
seemned fo reach & most tender spot in Hed Rooster's
caparious diapliragm.  'We tock it to Le the Menom-
inee phrase for pot-luck or grub, snd the Chippewa
evidently considered limeelf an invited guest,

He evineed a most accommedating alacrity at
taking a chair, by ptraddling a low, at the table,
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wlich swas o packing-box apeide down.  ITe was ngt
taking his dinner in couvses, but made a promis
cuons onsat on sll the dishes. He was not mealy-
moithed in familiatizing himeelf with the potatoes.
Ho was not at all prejudiced against the Japan tea.
A second supply of it seened bestifying.  That
Indiane, ns some epeculators theorize, are not de.
scondanta of the lost tribes of Terael, tha havoe Le
made in the pork side.dish was sufficient proof.
His proelivity for the eocked hog would silence a
sugpicion of the remotest kinship or affinity to the
Jews,  Tn fact, all vur eocking was preeisely o his
taste. He showed what he conld do when be had
a chance at high living like ours.

Tf not told tha dining gmest was a Chippewa, we
might have believed him a Groa Ventre. The
greedy savage lost his gallantry in his glat, for -
never & morsel did he bear to the crone and maid in
the esnoe, thongh we offered for them the hospiial-
ity of the euizine. They know our tes only by ifa
vapore, and onr pork by its odor. It was all a
Barmecide faast to them.

Red Rooster and the ladies were going in our
direction, foraging for pame. So, when we embarked,
le and they embarked and econsorted with ns.
Ha and our men poled the cances side by side, and
kept up fluent guttural elack between the poshes.
The women shared liberally in the palaver, and
evinead the civilized sex's flueney of speech. - Over
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in the bushes, David espied s halficoncealed birch-
bark canoe, dry-docked in & bower of leaves. He
raf in, and landed himeelf to inzpect the treasare
trove, determined, if it were & prize, to coudemn
and appropriate it Ly Indian law, as derelict,

David and Paul hauled the canos ot of her enn-
ning embosomment of leaves, and submitted her to
close inapection. They aat to work at repairing her
by smirebLing the eracks and seams in Ler birchen
sheathing with a glaze of resin and piteh.

The Indian ladies stepped ashore to lend Liands
to David in- the process. It was nothing to them
to step cnt in the wet. Their kips and Balbrig-
gan hose, if such effemninate triflea they liad, were
away in their far-off wigwan domicile. They waded
about in the water like Naisdea, and danbed on the
streaks of piteh like experts.

I had su interview with ome of the famals dal-
sters, who was melting resin by pufling fame on it
from a buroing chunk, I said: “ Plesse lat me
Lave yonr fice to light a cigar,” In my language.
Bhe passed it to me with a mellifluows “Ugh,” in her
langunage. The interview was thoa short, Lut ma-
tually agreerble and suave.

Finally, when the canoe waz thonght water-tight,
it was launched into its native clement.  We nawed
it the Foundling, to give its history in the pame.
David and myealf, after shifting part of the load to
the Twin King, went on in the new ghallop, Den.
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faom and Pawl paddled their own cance. The
Dickey, with High snd Thebanlt, Lad stolen away
& long advance march on ms, A conple of miles
farther we parted with onr Chippewz eonzort,
wlich turned off In a brawch aronrd an island, on
an exploration for maskrat, mink and deer. David
presented the vermilion dames, who had helped him
pateh the Foundling, with a perfumed cake of Bab-
bitt's soap,

W found the Painf, on but short acquaintance,
to be o hard stream wp which to Tan our prow, It
is Lroad, shallow and rapid, acd but for the Sunday
rain, which drained into it and ovevlaid ite ehoals
a8 well as speeded its corrents, we must have fought
our way, light-laden as was onr craft, Inch Ly
ineh. Even as it was, in many places advance
waz a tedionz spnffle, and freqoently David was
forced to wade sand drag the pinnsec by the nose.
Onee, too, T was obliged to take to water, to lighten
the eanoe over shallows that were merely s ragped
and threadbare eover of stream.

We reached the I'aint Falls, though but seven or
eight milea from car embarkation point on this
river, just in time to catch the last roseate flushes
of anvseton the water, crimsoning it «s if & stream
of bleod had rom red into it from the carnnge of a
battle-fleld, a glory of color worthy of a Clandeto
peint. The fulls are & bread curving bresk, with
alow rock formation, laree boulders npheaving their
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bold fronts in pleees, the water parting around them
in foaming currents, so that, on the approach from
below, the eascada lovked like slopes of ground,
strenked and patehed with drifts of snow.

The eamp was at the farther end of the earry
around the falla, A epace for the tents had to be
clesred of bushes and branches, which mpidly fell
hefore the strokes of Thebault’s axa. Thongha huge
drift-pile was near by, & gorge of pincs of many
feeshots, it wan diffienlt to get wood for warming
and goolking. There had been no eampers heve
before us this year. We were the pioncers of the
. season.  Pratt and High found places to drop their
fites, and were skilled enough to befoo! n mess of
fifteen glistening trout from the pools, which wera
served in their eweetest freshness and flavor on the
supper plattera.

The ill-emened gang of Michigami eewbills, or
somo of thelr detestable kind, bad forernn us
lere. They disturbed the serenity of Denison’s
temper, and, after a bit of strategy for a good posi-
tion, he fired a hail of shot into the fock, und, by a
good fortune which is rare in the case of this wary
duck, one of them was killed. When it was bromght
in by the canoe, and laid at his feet, Frank exolted
over the dead fowl, It was the proundest moment
of his life, and so forth. e took a Fulstaff atti.
tnde, “there liea Perey for yon!®  Ie has snch an
sntipathy against this species of the duck, that if he
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conld, by one murdercus explosion, Slow the whole
flock of these disturbing nemads into snnihilation,
he wonld a2k no other lonrel, end would return home
withont agsin trying to strike a frout or shoot a
deer,

From onr camping fire, at nizht, the fames threw
np a rnddy glare whicl tinged the meesive foliage
of the great pines into illuminated drapery of fan-
tagtie shapes. In the genisl radiance, we bright-
cned, and the dark solitndes and depths of the
wood echoed the noise and langhter of the camp.
Denigon related s the thrilling storr of a8 mouse
prodigy. His office was infested with mice, which
nibbled and chewed Lis chancery files, and they
were too wary for the cheap deviee of & mouse-trap.
He charged a shot-gnn with emall shot, and leid for
the petty spoilers.  One of them erept ont slyly,
just in the mick of time to draw his shower of
leaden mustard seed. He fired away af it, but
the mouee elonk hack to its retrast, a8 he sopposed
with a whole ekin, Nexf day, in tnning over the

- papers, he found the monse 1aid out, defunet.

The odd and carions part of Denison’s etory was
that the mousa had practiced a bit of surgery on
itzelf Ly laving plugged s shot-wound in its side

with a wad of paper to stanch hemorrhagel On
" this relation Pratt shnply gjrentated, “Well, T de-
clare] ™ High ssid he begred to consider the story
as bordering on the marvelons, T added, “ Frank,
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youraffilaviton that.™ e declared his readiness to
gwenr to it and e a Master in Chancery would
administer the oath himself, High pave his profes-
sional spinion that sn oath administered befora him-
gclf; a6 Master in Chancery, by lumself to himeslf,
was a legral pullity, and he theught & soleciam, and
he helieved no precedent conld be funnd in the books
to warrant euch practice, and, in fact, such an cath,
in the langoege of the law of Woenter Yan Twiller's
time, woas nix noed.  Ae Denison was too serupalons
te prostitute the important fonetions of 2 Chancery
Master, or to trifle with the solemun formalities of
tha law, the furet was dispensed with, and each ohe
wag left to his own meditations on the moues,
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TaE currant of the Paint was o atiff that two men
were reqnired to ron the cances, "We eonld not
makn such a distribution of muscular power a8 was
neseganty, if we took the waif cance furtheron. 8o
we left the Fonndling, high and dry in the wooda,
for sane sneeeed ing party to pick up and appropriate.

The river above the falls was bronder, ehallower,
and more rapid than below. ™ Af many places, the
navigatots waded and drngeed the birches along,
and at gne point, all 0¥ us stepped ontand wetted our
elima and trovsers in the shallow. The party in the
Dickey was in the lead, We had the tantalizing
but uecless privilege of seeing three deer wading

(160}
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aver, on their southward emigration way, withont
any means of making anythiny bmt a distant ac-
goaintance of them, for want of guns.

Denison, in our bowt, had a chancs shot at an
overilying straggling Sopper, and exnltingly slauglh-
tered the flariticus duck, and not long after eanght
sight, in the fur-off perspective, of a lively moving
buek in & dissolving view. Our way was throngh
& monstony of dense folisve of virid groen, s very
hoge wall, or precipicedike mass of verdure,
seemingly planted on the water iteelf, 5o few and
geant were the patches of paked ebore, and so
meagre wera the strips of sand on the edge of the
atream.

Beyond the water front, all was solitary and un-
trodden wilderness. We remarked everywhere, thus
far, the exceading rarity of bird-lifa in these im-
mensities of woods. Few are the “ wood-notes wild ™
of foreat songaters. The twigs snd lLranches but
seldom bend or eway with the pressore of pluniages.
Tlee gilence of the foreat is solemn and deathlike,
At thie season, cren the water-fowl are not numer-
gns, A Lingfisher sometimes swooped down from
& hanging branch, to make a scoop of small iy, or,
geared by ns, darted from his pereh of obeervation,
with an angry scream, to a limb farther nway.
Ducks were yet nnseasonable—that is, thoza that a
sportaman would covet for hie pame-bag.  The pes-
tilent congregation of Hoppers wlich leralded our

11
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advanee, or their congeners, waz ot wanting. Ttwes
rather early, too, for the herds of migrating deer.

We had =0 elowly worked & way up, that it wes
noon before we tonelied our landing-place. It wns
a portage of a helf mile. It was the waual trail of
ronghness and narrowness, of masees of foliage and
net-work of bueghes. On the way, we passed wild
cherry trecz,  Of their red fraitage the bears are
partiewlarly greedy. It was not strange, then, that
namiztakalle boar tracks imprinted the path, and
that there were other signs of recent ursine prosonee
and elerey-tree spoliation.  Very naturally, there.
fore,an emergency of bear eould not be thought
improbable, and so a look-out was kept, and the
armor of defense, in the hauds of Denison, wee
kept in & state of preparation for instant sction;
that is to say, the gnm to shower huck-shot and the
romewhat damaged belt-knife to de the jabbing and
#Hipping brsinesa,

Bat in our progresd of armed cantion no heast
more sAvage or perilons than a porenpine was en-
connterad, and that one wee taking s survey of the
country, donbtless, from the topmost limb of a lofty
pine. Denison had renewed porcupine entertain.
ment on thiz ceeasion, snd In the contest for lLife
which ensned Denison prevailed, and the porenpioe
dropped suddenly from his lofty perch, in obedience
to the inflexible daw of snrvival of the fittest. We
came to an inexpressibly paltry and dismal lnakelet,
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or really pond, of dead water. It had at 2 disfance
3 sickly greenizh hne, like that of the senrf of 2
frogpend.  But this semblance of groen sline was,
in fact, eansed by the conntlesa water-lilies whose
leaves were spread flnt, ae if drooped and prostrated
by some vegetable epidemie blight, and overlapped
thickly like fish seales. We erossed this wess of
water and lily pads. In the sand where we landcd
frezh imprints betokened recont presence of <eer.

The portage thence to Trout river was & mile and
a half of the nsual multitudinous impediments of
tha trail. Though we ghiould resch the end and
the night together, we at onee pet ot on the wea-
rizome tramp. To afford ne epeediar and easier
earrying, the eances wern Deached on the shove, to
be taken over in the morning., The place for
encunpnient was 4 dreary, low, swampy, malarions
pine-flat, more uninviting and deepened inte un-
pleasantness, from the gloomy shadows of the twi.
light. The atmogphere waz moist and dank. It
was a geographical necessity—a Hobson'’s choice, a
clear ease of willy-nilly—that obliged ue to content
ourselves with that 2z cnr place of woeturnal so-
jorrn. Trontriver was a few rods off.  To the last
leaden semberness of the day, we conld diseern a
elieerlass ontlonk of a orooked, narrow, slnggish
channal of open etream, in a meadow or broad
margiiz of poze, bottemless ravd, and water lilies,
where a sand-hill crane wonld mire to the slime or
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got tangled in the thick-set plant of reeds and
ETEERER,

How we were, in the morning, to tide canoes,
carpoes, and ouraelves, over tha inarshy nnd nesty
morasy, to the free water, wes a quandary of apec-
ulation, The dilemma had to be taracd over, for
solution, to the engineering vesonroes of the Indi-
ane.  We had trost in David’s wood-craft experi-
enea. He looked the spirit of Virgil's hera, auf
fnveniam viam aut fisiam, and we were confident
Lhe wonld find & way, or make a way., It was -
possible, from the end of the trail, for him to get
directly to the river for even enongh water for
RApper purposes.  Aceess was gained by & long
ohligte of route te the water, but after much exper.
imental patienee snd exploration, He told va that
only by a liberal swing of the ax, in some placed,
and eorduroying or pontooning the slewmps with
branches at gthers, a way of extrication to the river
waa posaible, '

Hpite, however, of adverse snrroundings, and
firet Tmpressions, the blazes of the camp fire tipped
the shadowing trees with rnddy tinges, and sent up
fire-flies of eparke dotiing the whirls of smoke, and
tha camp was robed in a livery of light. By the
tima the supper platters ware set before ns, after
nnnsual delay in the preparation, onr appetites were
sharpened to nnwanted fineness of edpe, and the
gupper’s eating was eomething vorscions, The
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moral effects of the repast, as well ss the enlivening
trensformation sesnes wrought around us by the
brilliant flames of pine, mueh clevated snd cheered
the tone of the perty. We eettled gurselves to the
convietion that we were not far from being happr,
and epuld accept the sitvation in much good hutnor
and with exceeding grace. We fell into a lively
Lasbble of tongues, little lezs than exhilarating.

David interested ns with many of Lis forest rem-
inizzencas and, lika another Seheherezede, beeaine
a narrator of Indisn Night's Entertaiminents. One
of these night entertainments made a seneation.
It waa peculiarly topical and apropes in its bear-
ing; it was an incident of a former camping party
ot this very spot.  'While ihe campers were wrap-
ped in the lelling embrace of Morplieus, three large
anskes crawled into the tent; one of these wriggled
over the uncovered shin of one of the sleepers,
and, as it sn elongated* ieicle were drawn over
the tibia, with soch frigid effect s to bring him to
his Immediate senses. The imprompin zcena of
midnight panie and confosion that followed, was
indeserilmble. This reptilian reminiscencs had a
bad effect on me, and ehilled cur fervency of spirit,
and indureed aawling sensations in each particolar
gpine of the party.

i Ba thers bears i* tl* town 3—they are very ill-
favored, rongh things.”  Maater Blender’s inguiey
and hia zoological hint wonld have been in order
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in onr eamp. Kaquotash’s tals of serpents put na
in & kind of cold shiver that tha blankets sould not
entively warm away. To have been surprised in
our sleeping, by » serpent creeping in the fent and
colinge in one of the manly bosoms there, might
not now have appearsd suparnstural or quite gut
of the conrse of the fitncss of things in a Tront viver
gewamp. But tha fate of being Logged fo the
husem of an nneeremonicas block bear ! Ik iz not
¢asy to sy how nearly some of us eame to realizing
such an nnexpected embrace.  Tn fact, in “the deml
vast and middle of the night,” and cut of the wil-
derncss, while we were gmak in the depth of #leep,
n veritable bear did loom Inte appearance and stalk
around the camp, erackling the dry brush, stiming
the bushes and leaving his pawe imprinted in the
mud. He ranged closely epongh to wa ko prove
that he meant no good and wes en noe peasefil
errand. Ha waz emelling about for onr provision
stores, doubtless, with a keen snout and watering
wouth, and, it may be, with designz on the osecu-
pents of the tent as well a5 on the commissariat
High somatimes sleapas with ona eye open, or
was at least, on half oenlar wateh for swamp-snakes
at the timwe, and knew what was afoot. Ile sound.
ed a toezin of alarm.  Dwenison swoke rather con-
fosed, and probably having jwat been dreaming
himself a Laocoon in the eoil of the serpeats, or of
wrestling in the compressive giip of & full-grown
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nightmare, and wishing to have his grapple out
with the inenbnz or the enalies, was rather elow in
coing to the front, but on realizing the situs-
tion, resched abeut for his trosty field-piece, and
then retnembered it was unloaded, after all. He
requested his bed-fellow, Preth, to tern him aver
his eaisaon, and for onee it was out of the way, and
not readily found. Pratt was probably semnamba.
listie, snd not conesiving the demand, fumbled
around, and, as the first thing he ecold lay Lis
anda on, elutched oneof High'slong-legged Loots.
The point of Denison’s savagze knife was Jeft at
camp Mary sticking in a iree in which it was Liroken
off while being pitched at a mark. For instant
usa, there were only the anpling rods to vanch cat
the enemy’s eyes, I tried to muster enongh in-
trepidity for the pineh fromn confldence in the ter
rifying effects of my gnines-hen bat which would
make it a shield of eafety againat any ordinary car
niverous heast, Omr defensive means, therefore,
were uncertain.

The pickle we werz In was a pretty one; lut,
fortunately, our Indisn allivs were wideawake, to
eave our figurative and onr actnal bacon. David
was a vetersn of the woods, and was us quick to
hear & bear in the night as he was to sight 4 deer
in panlight. He Lad emerged from his suoring,
and tip-tved out of the tent with his wespon in
Land, snd peered through the darkness, waiting a
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certain aim on the bear’s closer approach. The
Kaguaotashes are not strangers in those parts, and
the bears well know there iz no fooliehness about
mne of them when he hag his rifle handy.  Thie par.
tienlar broie seasonably took the hint and eneaked
off with a lively trof into the depths of the fnrther
darkneas, leaving onr snstenance wntonched and
with but a faint sniff of the flesh-pots for his pains.

In the morning, Pratk eomewhat yave himself up
to mild chagrin. He thought it an ill-chanes that
he hed not been more broad awake, eo that he niglat
hava wat the opportunities of the ocexsiot by haw-
ing gone mnd contended with the bear, Had he
iaken in the sitmation In time, doubtless, he wonld
have stalked oul, oz Hamnlet once appenred, with his
doublet, and so-forth, sll uwobraced, for the enter.
priee, with stomach in it for the bear but that drowsi-
news overpowered his bloody purpose, inrmed it
awry and lost it the name of action. _

The natives hewed and cleared out a way from
the camp to the weter—Dbot water thisk-set with
lily pada, and aliwllow over mud bottom, in which
the cannea flonndered dulionsly, with deeided ten-
denicies to fixed edhegion, Wa finally got ont of
the swamp inte a flowing of clear winding stream,
with the seantiest depth. A bLeaver dam stretehed
& littic obetruetion scroes, and delayed the passage,
while it was befng knocked to pieces. A mile be-
youd wes a tortnouns ¢hain of rapids, where the
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water tnmbled over the stones in o bed or gutter of
& width barely envugh for & canoe.  This passage
was 20 densely berdered and overlung  with
Lrzuches, there ware s0 many trecs fallen across,
end there was sueh s fack of navigable streans, thal
all the pale fages of the party tonk on a trifle more
of palenesa at the prospect of having come to a full
gtop, The eitvation seemed to be the pillars of
Hercules of onr ronte, the very ne plus wltra,
While we were driven to our wita’end fo see a
way through, the Indians were not at their wits'
end, nor the journay's end, either. They pros-
pected snd pow-wowed emmnestly, and prezently we
gaw in their faces a cheory flickering that seewmed
to say where there is & will there must ba a way.
Zo they eet to work, ahd, literally, wade a way by
picking ont stones from the channel, chopping
limhs, dengging out sunken brush, and lifting the
canoes along, inch Ly ingl,  Our own course.
throngh the woods, by aliort-cut, was alinost impos-
pible, Beratches and braizes, climbing over and
stooping wnder, and crawling on and slipping off
Trostrate trees, breaking down decayed timber, stum-
Lling ngainst roote, twisting hranches aside, were
same of the impediments of the tramp.  Part of the
way [ took to the water and waded it, nnd, herd as
it was to balanee on the roneded and slippery roaks,
and to keep from tumbling over, it was ensier than
penetrating the natoral abattis, and I came ont
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ahead at the end of the erdeal. The passage,
though not wmere than s bundred yards direct,
waz a tug and toil of more than twoe honrs

From this passngr, the river sproad ont intoa
width of shallows with soft muddy boitom, and
with strips and flate of ooze and mareh along. In
gome places we slid through & soft mire, pushed by
the estting poles, which eometimes stnek faat, and
stirred up bobblez and nasty amells. While we
were flonndering throngh the guagmire, a mallard
Jnck was reckless enongh to fly and gnack overhead,
within reseh of a charge from Denison, whieh
Jeoppad it near by in an inacesssible swash, In
the strugeles of its dying paroxysms, it bedaubed
ite glossy eoloring with an uoaightly etucco of
mire.

The river eoon lost some of its dreariness by
cxpending into & lake & mile and a hslf long snd
nearly as wida. The entrance to it was throngh a
jungle of reeds and grasses, but further out, there
wae a clear expanee, that laid 28 smooth and 5311 rs
the reflected nznre in ite depths, It is ecalled, at
lenst it was known to us as Looe Grave Lake. It
owen its doleful name to the accident of having on
its shore & solitary buerial meund that cowmernda-
ratea some kind heart’s affection or memory for tho
unknown dead, whose lonely remaing repose there
in the noending sleep.  Aaa mortuary memento,
in the way of fumereal sogitation, howeven, the iso-
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lated tumulne visibly stfected no known memler of
OUF LAy,

We converged into the river again, and it was
agnin an ordeal—trying patience and straining
trueels to foree any passags. Wa mads lasta es
slowly that the hoars went on apace faster than we.
The strenm shriveled into narrowness and ersoked
inte infinite sinuoeities; the lily-pads and water
srrasses waved—a harvest of excrescence and pester
ing frieticn—bhefore and wronod us. There were
reaches of slime In which we stuck fast, and no onc
dared get ont to lighten or pesh on the canoo
for fear of sinking inte inextrieable adhesion; it
was cazy Lo despen the peles in the mud, bot the
pulling out was 8 job. More than all, the pushing
polee stirred up from the bottom soze and feenience
the foulest of smells, rivaling, -as easance of etink,
the combined fetor of skunk and sssafetida; as s
nogtril nnisanco, Tront river in places, in Itz twild.
est effluvinm, was ns maledoroms and unsavory as
Chicago river in its hot dog.day exuberance of
sewazs and offal.

Nut rarely, too, wera the Menominecs oblized to
gwing the axe. Here g fallen tree, with & radiation
of linibg, there Lalf-sunken brosh-heaps, clzewhera
a saw-like dentation of snage, bade deflance to paddle
or pole, barring the way until they vanislied Lefore
the strokes of the sxe. Tha business of getting on
wag entirely too serions to sdmit of fooling with



172 TEOUTING ¥ THE BRULE

the porenpines we saw here amd there. Denison,
thongh, was always ready to pepper a flying dnck
nnd brooght down several, apparently juat to keep
in practice his wing-shooting, of whicl: Le is Justly
proud, Kagnotash eays that in the fall thie river
ewarnls with ducks of all varieties, and that they
ara plentior tlan the liliea.

After the gaantlet of diffieulties so tediously
passed through, we were bronglit to & stapd-still by =
formidable beaver-dam. But vexation gave way
to admiretion. I was a comsummate pleca of
beaver enginecring. It extended alout eeventy
feet. Inform it was an irregular curve with the
extreme convex point in the chauuel, po a8 to turn
the cnrrent into a dip on each side.  The fuca was
s0lidly embanked with earth, sloping smoothily and
evenly from the top, while the mass of tha stroc-
tire wea compacted of the most close eontextura of
lo.s, limbe, and sticks, very artfully interlaced and
dovetailed. Tts dimensicns were such that it must
hsve i:een the work of mach time snd multitodin-
ang beavers, althengh, for such fish as eould live and
swim In the narty stream, it was hardly wortha dam
to the beavers to pen and imponnd them.  Beesuse
it was & solid and fine specimon of animal construe-
tion, there was oo help for v but to unload the shel-
lops, lift them up and launch them over, and load
them again.

On gtarting agsin, the further we wenb the
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harder the tug and the heavier thedrag.  Tedicusly
and wearizomely we plodded forward.  Alout thres
o'clock we struck another Leaver dam of lesser and
ruder comstruciion than the last one, but ns it
marked the end of ouwr Trout river prorress, we
were not obliged to demolish or to enrinonnt it
The portage to Lake Chicagon bewan there, We
conpratuiated purselves on emerging from a slough
of despond, and apprecinted moere than ever the
indomitable and tireless energy and patience of the
" aborigines. Our eight miles of trip lers showed
we were more long-coming than farcoming. We
gladly landed, and a kindlad snd vivid log-licap
fire suon clothied the over-arshingrcedars with was-
ering draperics of smoke. The kettla sang songe,
atd never more fragrantly did the delicate vapors
of Jepan tea exhilyrate our sences then then, after
the frungry experiences of the route.

There, toy, Denison just missed the one chance,
possibly, of a lifetime, of ploming himself with
the rare speil of Jove's royal bird, A najestic
eagle forled s wings and perclisd on the branch-
less stewn of & tree that had fallen werosa the stream
below us, at easy range, in clear line and full sight,
and calmly turned his plercing eye on every side,
and upward, too, a5 if “gazing "sainat the sun”—
and was long enough there, in hia regal pride of
feather, for a panse of admiration and wonder on
ovur purt, and for vur gunver to reach and poise a
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vifle at the splendid mark. Alackaday! it was his
mischance that, with ench a prize and trophy Lefure
him, the perfidions pun missed fire, and, of course,
the mmmmh bird hounded op and seared away on
outzpread winge, toward tha clonds. How we all,
too, would have plumed cnrselves with & quill from
that easle’s pinious!

From there commcneed the portage to Lake Chi.
cagon. It was short and easy. The path was free
and open. It was throewgh s thick cedar grove,
The layers of deeayed and fullen twigs, vielding
goftly to the footsteps, were an outspread, nature-
woven broesels, of rude, ecber and primitive pat.
tern, fitting ground for midnight revels of the fairies
under the moon.  This earry lod ue up fo the Tront
river ngain, juat above ancther beaver dam. Thie
was the Jargest of thoss constrnctions yet seen,
compasted and interwrought of trunks of eonsid-
crable trees, gnawed or cut off by saws of Deaver
teeth and tugged and foated into place. -

From there, the ascent to the lake, whence the
river isenes, was about ten minntes of paddle-strokes,
and ita course was through a wide marshy flat of
reeds, lilies and graeecs, In places, the river was
almoest kidden or lost in the thickness of the water-
growtha, The passage of the canoes, parting and
bending down the serried ranks of lilies and reeds,
left a track behind like and aa marked as a path
trodden in & grain field. Near the edge of the lake,
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a dear was eolitwily munching, but it vanished tos
rapidly for any manoery of ours to put it in jeop-
V.

Onee out of the river, we saw spreading before
nd & most lovely expanse of water. It was of ob-
long form, and its sliore outlines were indented with
many small baya and a fow bold promontories jut-
ted out, and in the farther sweep fron vs, two or
three islands loomed up, seemingly mere solid
masses of deep green eolor. It was abont fowr
miles loug and half as many miles in width. The
water was transparently clear and cool, and of much
depth. Mackinaw tront and white fish are ssid o
abound in its deep and puro recesses.  We had no
token, thoogh, of Chicagon piscatory life. Lines
were troled, bat the conjectural or reported Mack-
inawe did not happen, just at the time, to be in
¢ither & hungry or spioney mood, and showed ng
love for the glittering spocus that wavered below,
8o nothing was drawn in—excopting the lines.

David boldly set the eourse of the canoe, in
whicl were Higl and myself, steaight neross the
lake. Our feall atomy of a vessel ju that pathway
over wis only safz ns lung as it was windless and
the water was sinsoth. A horeal Busker, far short
of a typhoon, or a nor'caster, even & modersts im-
prompta eqoell, wonld sorely have swamped and
foundered the canos, and probably have consigned
the erew to the Davy Jones' locker of Lake Chica-
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gon. Our weafber-wise navigator trusted to Lis
Indinn instinets ek to blowe or a ents-paw, or any
sndden windiness, and High and I, wizling to
cottp o’eil the charming secne from a central point
of view or eommanding line of direetion, preferved
the diametrieal bearing. Pratt and Denison, with
an aya to & cliance uas of powder, navigated eoast-
wize, hugging closely to the ehore,

Of eourse, the elements were favorable.  The aky
wes clondless.  The lake was as placid as if it Lad
never tossed to the fury of a tempest; its face was
- ae ezl as thowgh it ware Incapable of ever wrink-
ling in anger at the Luffeting of a boisterons wind,
The ecene was really lifeless encngh to be termed 4
dead ealm. The only signs of any life were the
oecasional loons, some winging in tha air, and some
floating on the lake, and moeningly vhanting, The
edges of the lake lap the very roots and branches
of the forest that girds it. This is said to Le an
ofiect of back-water raised into the trees by the
beaver dam in Tromt viver. "We tonched the ex-
treme end of the lake towards evening, and in
the refleétion, the beantifnl sheat shone like a mir-
ror, as still, omd calm, and Pur&., a8 the deep agnre
above If, and with

" Nat a epen
OF ita anmooth surface trembling to the tune of ann-set breazea, ™

We had intended cawping on the border i Chi.-

eagon, thongh twilight had not yet begnn to steal
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on; lmt woed for the fire was reported as tmattain.
alile; su we turned our backs on the enchanting
lake and set ont oo the portage to another lake, un-
named, g0 far a8 we knew, & half milo Leyond.
Atter leaving the thick wilderness of aldars that
Lordered the water, the trail led os to and throngh
hard-woed timber, inclnding & fine maple grove,
and woods like those of sonthern Iilinoie, free of
undergrowth and witly vistas Leyond. This was &
relief after s monotony of pine, hemlock, firs and
cedars,  We trodged the footway with a certain
freedoun, and withoot intrasive twige and branches
to prick or serateh ws,or fullen tres-trunks to be
escaladed.  The fatizue was nothing,

Hear the end of the trail, glimpees of the name-
Jese lake were canght. When we came to it, and
fivst stood on ite shore, the tinges of the red sunset
eerved to idealize the ervatal eheet, and its acess-
gorics of wouds and verdure, into a very scene
of fery. 1ts surpassing witchery touched some, at
leeet, of the admiring party into mocds of senti-
inent and poesy. Perbaps Denicon was one of the
peetized or eentimentalizing ones.  Doubtless, a
sweet troant fancy that wandered far, or some
hannting forin, rising out of a4 mirage of memary,
visible only fo him, and wronght of some dear
romanes of the heart, possessed or epell-hound onr
muzing eomrade.  For Le proposed to us that we

shoeuld give the echarming water a fitting name.
12
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With an Intuition of the common assent, he him.
gelf officiated = the coneecrating minister in the
impromptn christening, and pronounced the nume.
Donbtless the name was the worded theme or key-
note to which all the heart’s tender chords were
atiomed, and the name was Minnie! And ail of
n8, in gpontaneona unison and sympathy, aceordéd
in the naming—Lake Minnie! Fven to we who
have no endearing associstions of name to hallow
it, Lake Minnie will come to frequent recollection,
for it was “like a dresm of poetry—heantiful ex-
ceedingly.™
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PINE ENCAMPWENT —A NOOTURNAL RABRIT—ATDIET TOLALEE
MINNIE~TEE BRULE [ THE BREDLE ! —FRATT THE WADEL
EEADY FOLI BUAMNEAA—CEDAR CAMP—THE PLROSFECT—A
INWl I¥ MINMES)TA=— PILPERING MINEE = A DISTURDED
NEVERIL=—MINEf=—L LA MINATING A MINE=S1K3LT FISH-
156, BT CETERA. '

Tuz eamping sronnd on the brow of the lake wes
a cholee pne, It wae an clevabted and dry sitoation,
SBome of the sweetest of sleep and most grateful of
resting were hera; and then, too, we were almost
within hail of the Brglé.  During the tenting
hera, Pratt wae wakened from very balmy repose by
an appatition of some egeentria animal of the
manor, which finally, to bis eye, took the shape of
a pronconced rmbbit, which had etolen inte the
parilion and wag wonderingly and intrepidly hop-
ping about, prospecting the situation. When satis.
fied that it was ncither a chimera nor a nondeseript
perilons beast, but, in faet, was an actual leporine
' {(175)
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areatnre, Prath thovnght it a favorable occasion for
& nocturnal study in netural history, and indnlged
the sangy rabbit the full freedom of the tent woime-
lested, g0 that he might take his obaervations. The
presumptuons puss, inding only 2 atnbble-field of
anshaved faces lying around, presently trotted out
and back to ite hurrow.

Bome of ns thought, however, when told of the
ineident, that it waz prebslbly & hare-brained con-
ceit, & mera phantom-rabbit or & fantastic coinage
of distemnpered sleep, cansed by the excessive pork,
potatoes and fried corn-dedgers of a lste snpper, or
one of those spectral ““chopes that haunt Thought's
wildernesa.” Buot Pratt vehemently repelled the
phantasmagorin theory, and svonched it 2 veritalle
and eategorieal rabbit, indiganous to the soil of that,
and not an illusion of Thonght's, wildermess. Iie
protested that he waa not focled of his own senses,
and that rabbit will be an Immutabla artiele of hia
faith wntil his dying day.

We atarted at sight o’elock in the morning, and
paddled with metapborical £ying cclors, cheerily
and exnltingly, as if our barke were similitudes of
that in Cole's Yoryage of Life, which counrsed booy-
antly, * witk Youth at the helm, and Pleasure at
ithe prow,” Every stroke of the paddle moved ua
so mueh nearer to the Bruld, and with our faces
turned thitherward, we lingered bot in onr parting
with the pure ond lbesutesus Lake Minnie, Owr
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fortateps were quicker, onr epirits were more beand-
ing, and the trndge over was assier and more will-
ing than those of any previous march afoot. "When
we etrained the sight to peer abcad, and ceought
plimpses of the stream through the tforest, and
Lesrd the murmurs of the water, and then descended
to the foot of the hill st the rirer Lrink, we ¢omld
fancy something of the thrill of the Gresks, on the
return from their far expedition, at the first sight of
tle lenged.for seene, in their gladsome shont, ¥ The
geal the seal®  So from uws, there wae a voriferona
impromptn of *The Brolé! The Brolé!®

While the Indians were on the portage with the
eanoes and stores, we Lad leisure for overlisuling the
tackle, ss weil as for musing, lounging, emoking and
resting. But such was the ardor of Pratt's pisca-
torial impetnosity, sn apparent emotional insanity,
to forestall the spert, that though the river at that
point offers no tempting prospests for fishing, hia
rehemence eould not abide the delay of the canoe to
carry him, but he rolied up his antique trowsers, and
intrepidly went in on his shanks. He waded and
splurged about promiscuously in the stream, which
split snd curled into rifles around lis legs, as ha
moved or stood.  Thereby ha took a half dozen wn-
wary tront, but probably terrorized sll the others
thereabouts. High, donbiless, was sornewhat in.
feeted with Pratt's fever, but he preferred to indulge
hie meore calenlating apd better regumlated avidity
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dry-shod. He struggled along the bank, and choze
& fyothold on a stranded Jog, whenee, with apend.
thrift prodigality, Le thrashed away with Lis ved
and line gome thne, but with only s single trout-
ling eapimited. '

- High took this pitiful owteeme with stoic caln-
nogs, and foll back on Lis blanket and literature
Denison eencibly ntilized the epare time by streteh-
ing ont in the shade, and soogzing innocently but
not quita silently. I paid blissful tribute of greet-
ing to the river of trout, and to the winds and skies
that had gracionsly prosperad us nearly all the way,
in liberal oblations of burning ineense of Havana
from the meerschanm. Now that, like far-coms
Argonants within sight of the wolden flesce, our
zoal was at hand, and we could speedily reach
out the hand and grasp the vrize, we were content
and tranguil. At eleven o’clock, the flotilla and its
lading were in order for setting oot for Dbusiness
We etepped in, and then wera joyously “afloat, afiost
on the dark rolling tide ™ of the Brulé.

The liwpid eurrents ran either gurgling music.
ally over the shallows, or purling into eddies round
an up-rearcd boulder, or shivering into eparkling
ripples of tuinult and riot on the rapids, or emooih-
ing and lapeing into a reach of midsummer languor
and faintness, but always pure, fresh and living,
bearing in their forest-alinded eourse the ¢hillness of
the springe and founts that fed them so unattemp-
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ered of the sun as to give alweys a gratetu] draught
for thirst when dipped in the drinking-cup. This
was the Bralé of our first experience—everywhere
gravelled, rocky and bouldered, the very exclusive
baunt and readin of trone, not like the Michizami
or the Tront or Paint, with chobs and pereh tning-
ling in the population of {ins.

We eould now halt the pinnaces, slmost at any
place, from thne to time, and were gure of & libersl
spoil; &nd, sfter holding up for some of these in-
terim easts, we bad gradually and idly sauntered to
& poink estimated to be rbont twenty-cight miles
above the month of the river, where wa prospected
u most eligible camping place. It was on & baok,
embowered by & grove of largest cedars and pines,
with gentle alopes of surface, free of troublesone
mrdergrowth, the gronnd velveted and elastic with
layers of twigs, with abundant shade, plenty of fuel
and s wealth of hemloek boughs for the gronnd-
spread of the tents. We nemed it Cedar Camp.
We expected to make it & stopping place for two
or three daya, and could sally ont from it 6p &ad
down, anegd range all the poole end fishing places
within easy reacli. Weo conld run the canoes light
snd quickly, and fit aboat at will.

The sport began suspicionsly. A little over an
hour's throwing produced a conct of fifty, and,
richly tinted and embrowned with the touches of
the famie, they bountifolly garnished the dinner
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platiers in leas than an hour, and ministered Inzn-
ripusly to waiting appetites, The two hours follow-
ing the feast were gpent in eam)p in varions modes
of indolent and trivial leisure and laziness. No
exertion more serious than that of fitting a
ring on a rod, or burnishing a reel, or charging and
fomigating with 4 pipe, or shifting a position on a
blanket from an introsion of the sun, waz snifored
to perturh the ease and delieious torpor of the sit-
nation.

Toward evening piscatorial aspirations revived.
Iligh and Pratt went belotw, and Denison and I
breasted tha tide upwardly. The fishing waa of the
best.  To cast a fly npon the water wae nearly a cer-
taioty of enticing a trout. In the first half-hour
out, we could forecest the whale story of the sport
on tha Bruléd. It was cnoly to hold at any chance
spet, to find that onr lines would be cast in places
pleasant for us.  The throw on the one side or the
other, from the canoe, waz equally lucky. The
trout appeared populous in every direction. Rises
were bewilderingly plentiful. We needed recon.
noisance but a short way from the camp to find the
gpwimmere in force and voracity, Sc we soon re.
turnad with laden baskets, and turned over the
ahundanca, or rather, the sapplies brought in, to
the cooka; for the surplus, bayond the peeds of the
fry, was tossed back into the water. At smpper,
we all expressed regrefs that it was not in onr
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pawer to bestow on friends at heme, part of the
excesa of our lavish sopply. DPut here, as elee-
where, and otherwise, one man’s waste is another
man’s wanf,

Denizon here evinced syvinptoms of a Minnesota
chicken-shooting fever. He had aranged at Chi-
eago to mect 8 friend for a gun-snd-dog ramble
for prairie Lens. Sheoting on the wing Is his spee-
iality. Hc would prefer dropping o few brace of
pinnated grouse, on the rise, even to knocking a
teer off its pege.  He had forwerded, in enstody of
the American express company, his retriever,
Dick, in bond, to Minnesotz, Frohably the faithful
dog hed alrexdy ehafed impatiently in his chain,
gnd howled over his wnfriendsd eocercion in the
lemsh, or had pitecnsly bayed the moon for the lack
of a job more swited fo his training, and was,
donbiless, then esgerly snufing all the airs that
ow in those windy latitudes for s scent of his
master's coming. It was only a gnestion of time
when Denison would follow his thonghts to the dog
and the grouse,

Ogr dash for trout was not so eager, now that
they swam clozely and superfluovsly. We slept
late in the morning, and were not ermbarked for o
teke of n dinoer mese before ten o'elock, During
the night the minks played a sneak-thief gwna on
ug, by pilfering every trout from the fish-pans, and,
in the few score of dressed fish, they laid by, in one
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night's fat work of theft, in their neighboring hole,
a gorge of trout, for a prolenged gluttinguz sature-
naliaof feasting. We were, therefore, troutless for
breakfart, and to avenge the wholesale sack and
plunder, it was resoclved that dead-fhlls should Le
eet dor the scurvy pillsgera. 5o traps were con.
strocted and placed by the Indians, and, from the
firet of the next cateh of trout, the most luecions
and plump of the captare were affixed to the triggers.
We gloated with muceh watinfaction on imegined
minks cnfrapped, and fancisd we shonld certainly
zea © with gripe tenseious held, the felons grin and
gtrugpele, bot in vain”

Wihen we noxt went out the tront were lively in
their jumping to the throw, but they were less
kesn to take the fly. It seamed more in eport than
in hunger that they leaped and leaped apgaing at all
events, we were not rilliantly eweeessful,  Oaly
forty were eanght by the whola party; bt as enongh
was 88 good ss & feast, or for a feast, and Laving
such a ressconble cateh, we epent only an hour on
the water. Tlis essay of the rods exhansied, fov
the time, the party’s vim. Tiring of killisg trout,
we devoted all our eapacity of sloth to the problem
of Eilling time indolently and inertly. We drows-
ily eat or reclined in the shade snnk inlangoor; we
were a0t up to the mark of the usual dinner gusto.
After the somewlat insipid repast, we betook our-
selves to the tent for a siesta; but swarms of bz
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zing honse-flies hungrily pricked us and drove us
ok, :

High betook bimeelf to & mammeoth eedar and
supported it by leaning againet ite mossy roote, in
its ehade, na eerencly as Tityrus recubens nnder the
heech tree, an impersonation of goneness and eon-
tent, and was apparently lapsing into a deep reverie.
A éouple of minks, possibly in & fresl of Lilarity
over their rich necturnel plunder, seampered near
by hita plagfully gambeling and squealing, snd
startled bim from his meditation. This vivaeity
Was & sauty presumptucusness pro'mkih z and great
engogh, on the instant, to reuee Denlsun’s martial
dander.  He seized Lis gan and reconnoitered the
bushes on tiptoe, Beveral minates of fruitless watch-
ing eooled down his indignant fervency, and, dis-
arming, be became & peaceable citizen again,
Pratt's dudgeon, on account of the meéagreness of
the matinal repast cansed by tha felonions ravages
of the miuks, bad not even yet subsided. Ile,
therefore, armed and peated himself in the boshes
with & finger on the trigger rendy to exemite san-
gninary justiee. He stood guard patiently, so long
ton, in iz wateling and biding his time, a3 to sat-
iafy ve that patience wasz one of bis cardinal virtnes,

This, hiz virlue, like virtne menerally, finally
proved its own reward. One of the minks far.
tively poked Lis head out of the hole to taks a siy
look around.  OF, the same head nothing more was
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cver known, either by the mink orthe man, With-
ont wny official report from FPratt, we knew the
effect of the shot by the mnell that was instantly
waited into all the noses in the eamp. When the
Indians skinned and dismembered the mink in a
post mortem examination, our senge of retribntive
justice wae satisfied when a tront mess was fonnd
in the villain®s viseera. In the sonset, we roade
Lrief essuy with the rods. It was s stirring time,
and our lines were kept musieally whizzing in a
shower of ¢apts, when the flies pattered like rain-
drops.
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THE DEAT-FALL—A PORECUFPINE COKMAWDTIRE—TRIATA OF A
TEAOTEFE—FATIENCE AND HOT FROPANITY—LITTLRE BRULE
FALLE=—UENIHON'S DriMi==i THRFATEREDR DPOCEINGC—3UEN-
DAY AIRS~THATT AND THE MIFRE AGATH-—NEW CAMP—
BOOT IJI_EE-—-K.LQ:UDTAE]I'S REMIFIACENCES—A FINE TIYELRL
EEAR ADVENTUNE.

Toax echemes of Indiane, ae wall as of men and
mise, *mng aft aglee,” Kaguotash's well-laid
dendfall, Inscionaly set with trout, was a failure by
a larpe majority. TPratt's shot demoralized the
minks, and, if they ventured ont of their Loles and
hiding places, it was only on the aly, and the erafty
stealere gave the pnare a wide berth; they wers,
dounbtless, plethorie with s gorge of feasting on
their pillage of the night beiore, and they could
afford to turn up their cunning noses and wag tails
of contempt at the wolitary sulme fomtinaliz im-
peled in the dead-fall. The early riser, though,

- gurprised & happy porenpine squalted on the keel
{189}
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of an npturned cance, exereising his jaws in brows-
ing on & packing etrap; he had already gnawed it
lamentably, and if not then eanght in his ches,
would probably have devoured the whole leather.
He made off and retreated with some alacrity, for
ona of his kind, up a tree. It was not with malice
aforethonght or in 2 mood of Blood-thiestinesa, but
an & matter of etrict jastice that hiz life was made
to pay the forfzit, though five revelver shots were
required to give him a retributory quistos.

Unlockily Denison,while in a high tide of pros-
perons angling, fractared his rod in two nlaces. FHe
preserved an exemplary degree of egquanimity over
the cagualty. If any one thinks it is not a per-
torbing sonfrofamps, or astrain on the temper, to
anap 8 rod, or by a lnckless fling to twine the
hackle inte o limb, or tangle snd kink the oil-silk
line, or foul it with the other fellows’ line, or Ipee
5 leader, just when the sport s in full play and
the trout are zkipping and flurrying the livelieat,
he knows but little of sn angler’s mishaps and of
the trigls and contingencies that await him. Ne
ona has tnore frequent ocession for the ezercise of
]l Christianly patience and forbearanee than each
of the eager sportamen in a cance eracking whips
of rod and line in a tront stream,

It i » tolerably well disciplined tempeor that can
steady itaelf evenly, and “maintain comyposura and
patience during a recwrrence of mmch proveking
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casnalties, and leave the trouter unmoved, so that
ha ean as “a man whese Llood 15 warm within,
git like his grandsire cot in alabaster.,” A good
many of his disciplas may rerember 'Walton®s ad-
vice to anglers— Be patient, and forbear swear-
ing, lest they e lheard and cateh no fish.” The
teaching is good, but it iz not every one who has
the prace to heed it. Denigon, however, wad guiit-
lese of Tinpreeations, and, like a disarmed soldier,
nseless in the field, retired ¢quietly to the rear. He
and Tratc evinped Yoth  their gkill nnd patience
in tinkering up and mending the fractures: they did
it so neatly and sueccessfully, that they protested
the rod waz really better than before, and it seemed,
in fact, to verity the elainy, and I serionsly donbted
if I had oot better smash my own rod, and let them
make if, too, Letter than it was {n its first estata,
Eeloctantly we steack the tents snd left Cedar
Carap, the most pleasant of onr green-wood hotnes.
On the dommward way, wa halted at poinis to fish;
the tront leaped briskly, and a$ more than one of
the stoppages, we were buaied to unhook the eap-
tared, The sport was an embarress due rickeases of
which the mest ardent of the party began to tire.
In the honr and a lalf of actnal casting in these
random exploits, & hundred and thirty were taken.
Some of the tront are voraciomes; one that Pratt
canght had been chewing & end of figh, for a smaller
one was in his throat not wholly swallowed. Along
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a emmsiderable stretch the trees, on both aides,
seemed nesrly all to have fallen or grown into or
toward each other, reross the atrenm, as if in a
friendly embrace of limbs, and it was, semetimes,
8 close and nice operation for ws to pass through
snd under the intertwining arches of rich toliage.
This overreaching forest tapestry only pariiaily
glieltored ms from the ponrings of & heavy thunder
ehower, whose flying squadrons of eloud swept
Over o

When the massive eplomma of the storm lind
charged past, we laid in at Little Bruld Falls, to
dry and to dine.  'We were in the full reality of the
piscatorinl condition named in the proverh of &
fisherman’s lnek—wet breeches and n lmngry stom-
ach. As if almost & work of magic, & camyp fire
waa ablaze with many tengues of flame and corls
of smoke, gx that the evaporation of onr vostnmes
and the process for the dinner went well on apace.
When the kettle bubbled and the trout were fried,
we plied the cups and forke with a relieh and & will
few diners and lunchers in tha ecity aver realize.
We felt princely after resting and dining. Perhaps
Denigon was an excepiion to the general condition
of beatitnde; he seemed a shade pensive, poseibly
from reveries about Dick the dog in Minnesota, or
perelinnee some objeet desrer, at Chieago or eloe-
where. "We had the gnstomary early afternoom
lemnge. I enjoyed the sitmation simply by lying
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at rest, watching the guivering of the lenves, list-
ening to the chattering of the red sqnirrels or the
Inlling music of the water foaming sver the rocks.

The falls, so-called, sve an ineigmificant piteh of
the river, a few feet over ledges of vock; they are
something of precipitons rapids, rather than a cas-
cade. Toward evening when the canoes were nianned
for fishing, the ona carcying Iligh and Denison,
Yavched into a swirl near the drop of the falls, and
was nearly sueked under, shipped water eonsider-
ably and scemod on the verge of swainping; buf
Panl was fust guick and skilltnl encegh, Uy » mee-
tarly Landling of the pole, to poise and right her
into equilibrinn again and shove her out of peril,
Duaring the immineney of the eatastropha, the legal
gentlemen werg, svidently, for the moment, verte-
brally affectad with frigid sensations: they were,
at lenst, threatened with a sousing bath, and their
skins eseaped drenching by just a hair-breadth ex-
eres of good fortume.

Along in the night, while wa palefaces were, or-
ghonld have been, sleeping and dieamaing, the native
Amnerieans were baving their owa plessaniries in
their tent.  Their laugh and jalber told a tale of
jovisl good apirits, and waked unwonted echoes in
the solomn cleisteras of the woods; they enjoyed
their part of the programme, not less than we en-
Joyed onra; their night's sleep is wsnally preloded
with a merry pow-wow, and fun all to themesalves.

13 )
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Whatever musenlarity they have exeried during
the day, either in packing over the carrics, or nasi-
gating the Aotilla, or doing varied utility business
in the camp, thiere waz always time for their lively
palaver and smoking, bafore © o'er their brows death
caunterfeiting sleep with leaden and batty wings
did eresp.” Were we over the themoe of their jokes
and pleasantriea? We knew not.  None bat a phi-
tologist, learncd in the dialect of the Menominees,
eonld tell.  As Montaigna said about the playing
with the est, who kuows whether the cat was moat
amueed ab the toae, of the man at the eat? Whe of
ne conld say if we were ahjects of more diversion
to them than they appeared odd and amusing to ns?
However that may be, these invaluable red fellows,
the primitive copperheads, had then been long
enongh in our gervics, and eo thoroughly in Lar-
mony of will and epirit with we, that we consid-
ered them admitted to Toll memberslip in onr for-
eat brotherhood. .

Iu the matter of costame, our outfit for more
than the simplest changes, bordered close on the vo-
cative; the Suonday toilette was but slightly differ-
ent from the secular raiment.  For instance, Pratt
ruade pome pretension to style by seraping lis beard
to a closer etubble, sud by a fresh collar to his neck.
High wiped his lips with an unpreeedented napkin
at. breakfast, and effected an innovation by turning
_ the sleave-enffs of hia brown linen shirt out in foll
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fiow; Drenison made a elean breast of it by bntton-
ing his vest vp to the throat. I took on a silk
neckerchief knotted into & nondeseript tie. Theae
touches of the elegant were not particularly apt to
inspire mueh pride of the flesh or Inst of the eye,
buf syrabolically or typically, they wore just as good
as if tip-top.

We were tired of Little Brulé Falls, and as a Sun-
day work of charity to cureelves, packed up, loaded
and embarked for orgoing.  As downward meant,
with Denizon, Minnesots, dog and gronse, wa ware
avery mile nearing the place, and every lwur near-
ing tha time of separation and of a break in onr
fraternal echesion. The prospect of near disor-
ganization imparted something of 8 sarious tone, .
rather in harmony with Sabbath decorum,

Cat, after all, the carps Flem spirit was not want-
ing, It moved Pratt to prove himself po excep-
tion to the mle of appetite growing with what it
feeds on.  Having had a taste of blowing off a
wink’s bead, & mania for minks pussessed him. He
determined to lay in armed preparation for themn
as we passed the banks, on the way. He took the
forward cance, and had his gun in hend, well
slugged for deadly work among the vermin, and
kept a patient, keen lookowt. Searcely a twig
roatled on either aide, or a dark root protruded, or
a trout plunged, or & stir wes heard in the bushes,
that he was not ready to make prompt and short

"
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work of it. And so we passed on and or, down
smocth reaclies, tureing bends, past clumps and
bushes, log drifts, shaded poole, twining roots, sandy
atripa of beach, and all places where minks might
be axpected. But lis watching was unrewarded,
ahd even his eardinal wirive of paticnce gave ont,
and his futile vigilaneo became tedionsly momoto-
nous. Either becansé they kept to their holes on
Bundays, or from sn inatinet of Fratt’s hostile
maclination, it was eertaioly a bad day or an off
day for minks.

At noon we laid to on the Michigan aide, to camp,
Fronting the spot was a littlc island clothed with »
mase of alders; on the opposite shore beyoud if,
waz our camping place of before the head of the
trail to Doot lakes. It is a low, marshy gromund:
bt gur new eamping was now on & high, dry bank,
It was overshadowed by the most wmbrageous of
tiresta: the boshes were soon cleared by the sxe,
and n convenient ares of lewn-like mnogthness was
converted into a choiee and pleasant tenting place.
The canvass was set np; the kettle was hung; the
fiving pan fold its tale of crisping and browning
trout. The repast wae grateful and needed. In
the post-prandial divan on the grass, we put it {n-
to our pipes and smoked it how to make the after
noon available. A pilgrimage to Boot Inke, ar
lakes rather, was hinted snd then copsidered ina

pourparier of pros and cons.
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There are three of these lakes, with a hard port.
age from the river to the nenrest, and portages
thenee snd between the othors; but the guestion
wag gettled, when it was known that there is a ro-
mor of large trout in the further water, and the
first lake iz a nofed resort for deer.  The hearsay
of tha trout determined High, and the rvepute of
the deer won Denison. The ventare with the fly
and the gun was thercfore prepared for, snd, as a
stay over night was & neeossity, an outfit of tent,
eommiseary stores and cange, was at once jmpro-
wiged. Thebanlt and Joe Dixon were the minscular
aoxilieries and guidce for the campaign. The fonr
remaining signalized the start with a generous send-
off of good wishes and huzzas,

As oar supper had to be canght, Fratt and I tock
to tha water to sway the rods awhile. Though we
went not more than gunehot range from eamp, the
trout swarmed; the sport wus exhilarating, amd
husied us to the extent of owr capacity and exeead-
ing the measure of onr wishes, The capture fignred
up to ninety-three. The fish here, on the avorage,
are emaller than the upperones; but they make
nearly a8 good spart, and are quite re savory for the
meal a2 those taken above,

Eaqnotash wa: in an vnnenally soeial and gos-
siping mood st night; his spirits enlivencd into
wnwontad effervescence, and his volubility of speech,
for an Indian, was something rare; e mind took
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an sntobiographieal tura.  While the firefight
flicker=d and played in kie face, snd, af timnes soft-
aned or glowed on his swarthy featurcs, his wain!
appearnnce, with his oddities of tongue, were a kind
of sorcery which held wa all willing and sitentive
sabjecta, Of course, the greater part of his life
Las been that of much forest wandering; he has
been scmething of & aailor, too, and vividly related
the foundering eonditivn of a propeller which e
piloted throvgh s perilous Green Bay storm, finally
mta harbor,

Some experiences as 5 Wieconsin cavalryman in
Georgia, in the war, showed that David was no
glouch of & goldier, and that he had Lad halr-breadth
escapes by field ns well as by flopd; but hiz adven-
tures in the woods were the most amnszing and en-
tertaining of his resollectioms. In tha eourse of
nesrly thirty years he has been over and ower all
these northern wilderneases, with loeators, prospect-
ors, sarvayors of lands, and with hunters and fish-
ers, and also as & logger, so that be ia an authority
oo topographieal, navigating, sporting, eooking,
camping matters, a3 well a8 thoroughly versed in
the patursl history of the wilde, and their fish,
flesh and fowl varieties.

A story of a round with s bear, on DPina River,
was rolated to us. He and o white mau undertock
to capiure & eouple of bear enba they saw in & tree.
The parent brote was off foraging, probably; but



BUMMEE WAYFARING. 199

by way of precantion against a smdden retorn of
the dam, they bnilt a girdle of fire around ag an in-
tetided barrier of safety. When it was well ablaze,
and David was about to olimb, the mother came
~madly ruehing through the bruzeh toward them;
their only weapon of defense was an axe; with this
in Lis hand, David retreated backward as fast as
the circumstanecs and his Indian lege wonld allow;
tha enraged bear rapidly advanced; the pallid white
man previpiteted himeelf, with marvelons atrides,
to the river, and leaped into the canoe, shoving it
ont inte the stream, far and fast a8 he eonld, leav-
ing Kagquotash in the loreh, bawling londly as ke
went: “Cet abosrd, Dave, pet aboard 17

By that time, the she-baar reared uwp on her
haunchee to grapple the Indian io her fetal am-
hrace. Frnrther backing was impessible. Daxid
stopped and stood his ground, with the axe drawn,
looking the savege brote steadily in the eyes. The
bear pausad, too, motionless, for a few seconds, fixed
biy hte moveless gnze, and then goailingly dropping
on all fours, herself retrasbed, tail foremost to Ler
cubs, snd

A forw'd and sobidoad, Aed from tha facs of man,
Nor borg one glancs of his commanding eye.”



CHAFPTER XV1,

FOLUMELR DAMP—ATDOLEAL INBCEIBPTI)NS--THE E(HIT LAEE
FPARTTPFIEN MALRVELA—L DEAR THAT WAR A BUGBEAT—
TROUT JUMPIRG AND FRROLICE—OOMMITTEL OF TOE WIIOLE
=—GIT-HYE TO LEMEY—MOHE FLHINGE—AN AGUERTE
AFTERNHIN,

Prarr and T made o moming exeursion with the
cance, Wa paddled over to our cRmping ground
of before. There was very little of the geaius loci
tv enthuge ne. It was overgrown with weeds and
grasses, It ia a eituation dismal encugh. Some
iconoclastic barbarisn had rathlessly, with an axs,
chipped away the rude meamorials we had ineeribed
on an wnbarked enrface of A tree to mark and com-
memorate our abiding there,

These erboreal imseriptions ara customsry nt
camping points. They anawer to the liotel register
as memoranda of travel and sojoorn, end, by eomity
of wayfarers in the woods, are considered as sacrad.
Iy privileged from spoliation as the legends seulp-

{260
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turad on a grave-yard monument. The catches of
fiesh are often arithmetically etched on theee tree-
tablete, snd sometimoes these, as also names and
datas, are inseribed i rare vagaries of ﬁgnrea and
wr:h:ng.

The littla spring rill, which purely snd eoldly
trickled, and which was the only satisfying natnral
feature of the plece, wes now choked np and hid-
den Ly weeds, We recalled reininisconces of the
spot, and then willingly turned our direstion trom
it. We thenescruised down the stream, and skinn-
ished here and there with the rods, and relieved the
Brulé of thirty-seven of ite enamelled beauties; we
gkirmished abwut leisurely more for an airing than
for sporting. (etiing back te eanp we fonnd our
pilgrime retnrned from their overland wandering;
they had a good deal more to tell of than te show,
for their digression i the lakez of Boot, Al they
bronght in was a brece of partridges, the plump
andl glossy vietime of Deniron’s gunuing.

They bronght the recollections, not tha caresss
of & deer, secn in s safe perspeetive of distanee,
which the deer was wary snd witting enough to
keep from being foreshortened; they had portaged
over the eanoe for s night hant with the lantern:
they consted the carving borders of the lake, steal.
ing noiszlessly thromgh tha tall praseess in the abal.
lows, or entting a ewathe among the lily pads, or
skimming gently over the still elear water, with the
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glare of the light casting a glittering refulgence
ahead, they themeelves and their canoe thrown in
shadow and concealment.

But there was no sight or sonnd of & deer, no
rustle in the bushes, and no stir in the water. The
night hunt was a failure; thougl that waa not sin-
grinr, and oot at all unexpocted.  The night was
brizht; Luna had put on lLer brightest face, such
ae that with which she shone loveliest to meet and
woo her Endymion alone on the mountain and en-
eirele him in her rolden halo; there was no playing
or laying a sueeeseful ambnseade in the streaming
raye of the moom; evneequently, Deniaon's venison,
which was to garnish our refections, wss only moon-
ehine. '

The stories they told of the bass, in the further
lake, wore those of iethyologicnl wouders; thewater
wae elesr a8 ¢rystal, und the lake 5 notoral aguari-
um, with transparency enongh fo reveal the thick
shoals of fish disporting beneath; they were seen
fearlessly swimuming in hordes; the place is atocked
with them, as if there was no limit to their indedi-
nite spawning and propagation; they darted about
at random, withont fear of foes or danger on the
surface. The lake is seldom visited; an angler who
can hava his utmost fill of sport, that which is the
auperIativa of all sport, in abundapse, at lenst, on
the Brulé, is ecarcely npt to venture the trying or-
deal of the rough trails over thers, to sgunander time
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in the mascalar exertion of heavy pulling and drag-
ging out which bass fishing ie. 8o the Boot lake
bass are not decimated or thinned ont by fishers.
Our party took thirty or more of them, mainly by
trolling.

High wae heedless enpugh to try his delioate
trout rod, and one of the heavy weights nipped his
fly, and the tng was go strong that his elender tip
snapped like s pipa-stem.  Denizon dropped in a
Epoon, With 2 flaming red pendant, and dangled it
nesr the encface and said thet s conesurse of all-
sized bass loomed wp in & cirele aromwnd it, and
poised there on their fins, asort of wondering, gap-
ing throng aronnd Lis glaring bob.  Asa Master in
Chaneery, who swears others to tell the trath, ought
limeelf to be truthfel, we eceepted this relation
a2 truth and nothing but the trath; thouzh s con-
giderable etory of fisl, it war not, he affirmed, a
fish story. The fish they canght wonld weigh from
five pounds down to one; they soon tited of their
miracilovs dranght of fishes, went ashore, and, like
Araba, silently folded their tent and stole wonder-
ingly away,

There was a benr ineident, alag, at Beot lalke, or
bog-bear, or, only the bare imagination of & bear,
and not 2 real broin,  In trailing to the lake, the
periy strageled on in Indisn file, with Denison in
tha van, High, Thebavlt and Dixon bringing up
the rear, at intervals; I'rank then came snddenly to
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adead halt, and excitedly reported “ A bear! & Dear!
It was not told to ms whether the hair cleetri-
cally lifted on the soalpa of the hunter and fisher;
but, with rere presence of mind, wnder alarning
cireumstanees, they disereotly abstained from a bold
headiong dash, or instant omset on the dangercms
enemy, snd prndently waited the reinforeement of
the axperienced bear-slayers from the rear, “Where!
where?” Inguired Thebanlt and Dixon, locking
grave, ne they always do, when there is serions busi-
ness on hand or foot, each cantiously scanning, on
tip-toe, the direction pointed out by Denison,
When Denigon snceesded in ot longth divecting

the Indian’s vision point Mank to the supposed bear,
the natives eimultaneously bnrzst into a rear of
langhter; of couree, thiz completely demoralized
and confounded the Ohicago barristers. The Indi-
ans declarad that the “besr was a poreupinal® and
really, the snvaga bear of an wnmitigated optical
illusicn was, after sll, & buzaboo of a porenpine, of
most havmless propeneities, peacefally sunming
iteelf on a eharred stump!

* Huch tricka hath strong imagination,

*ox o * Jmaginihg some faor,

Haw eaey in & busk muppo='d o bear.""
Thie nrsine hallueination waz one of the wonders
of the Boot lake expedition abomt which onr bam-
hoozled comrades were not inclined to indulge in
any sounding nanifestoes,
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Pratt and myself strock & choivs trout lead,
which we worked beantifnily, The activities of the
brilliant leapers were most varied in their displays:
they almost literally few about as if their fins for wa-
ter wore ae well wings for the air.  Bometimes the
high-flyers, asif in play themselves, or as if striv-
inz ina grab or snstehing mateh, would leap st once
fir the same fly. Oune of them vanlted over a log,
as neatly as an expert tombler would turn & bar;
another wonld skip ducke and drakes along, bob-
bing in and omt. This waes all rather a comical
piscatory plezsuntry to s, David told ua that the
trout, going up ereeks and small strearns, make no
bones of toeging over logs, and said he had seen &
trout throw himself up over Brulé Falls, a good three
feet jumnp. Beeing and hearing thesa pymunastical
feats, I a1 oot eure that it would have greatly sar-
prised ns to seec o trout elimbing a tree! Itecr-
tainly would not have been wonderful for one to
have flivted into the eange. There isno aud to the
freaks of the volatile impa. -

Io the golden sunset, we meandered the twisting
thread of the river back to the camp, euiting with
the prow the silvery surface into ripples triangnla-
ting off to the edges, micd swaying the prasscs and
the dipping leafaze inte waving motion. As the
last faint red tinges of the eky faded into twilight,
we reachied the grassy quay of the eswop-ground.
Thet night, afier the meal, when the pipes were
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suffnsing, and after the drowey entochthones had
ratived, the Chicago party resolved itself into a
commriittes of the whole.

Denison and his outzet for Minnesotrn were the
pecial order of the day, and the subject of inter-
pellation and debate. The fever for that remote
prowise-land of grouze was now & fitror teo imper-
ative to be stayed or repressed. The rush of dog
to the hesd must, we saw, inevitably lead to his
taking off. And so Ddick, off towsrds the north
star, was too much for uz all. We were ready to
prencanee on the blameless eur, Launee’s ontlawry
declared against the misbehaving Cralir & Out with
the dog!™  “Whip him out!™ “ Hang him np!™
Ae the only mode of outge was by eance, the leay-
ing would require s withdrawal of Lalf the partr,
and a moiety of the equipment. Pratt volunteered
t¢ be his ecnpanion, thoungh it was only & perfine-
fory aseent given—a necesaify more than & choice,
It wan left to the Indian eontingent to settle for
iteelf which of the gmides shovld attend Denison.
Wheu so much of the programme was settled, it
wag late, and the committee rose, and hsving, like
Bottom, *“an exposition of sleep ecowe upon ™ us,
we took to the reposefnl blankets, lenving the
gweet sorrow of the parting fur the rosy early hours
of day.

Chickabiddy Camp, in the morning, was early
and busily astir, for a goodly and timely starting
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and eend-off of our parting comrades. Of eomrse,
we collectively felt, for the first time on the trip,
emotions of regret ss the time wna come to word
the farewell with the lips. In the Lowndless and
overpowering presence and sclitude of nature, cur
intimacy lad grown 2o close, warm, united amd
armpatlsetic, that near feliowship became swarm
traternity, J*arting would be a break in our unity
and emnmunity of epirit, and, though some of na
ghounkl] meet again in the gity, onr pathz then would
La too diverse, and onr peveral presccupations too
varied {0 admit of the union into one continning
common mood and mind like that of the woods,
where “the electric chain wherewith we aredarkly
bound 7 kept us eonstantly and vividly en repport.
We feli something of this on the eve of the dissclu-
tion. It was mot embodied in lip-language.

In fact we rather affected facetionsness. But the
ruirth wes like that sometimes inteoded to mosk
golewnity. It was not the resl mirth that makes
the side ache, sod spothes away the hort of heart-
ache. Our jokes were too weighty to be witty.
With them all there was one word we were loth to
ppeak, that shonld be kept back to the Jast— good-
bye.” Wea had found we were sueh good sod right
companiona to be together, we felt wo ounght to
keep the companionship nobroken to the end. And
ag, when the time came for me b loosen the silver
chord, and sever our entirety into parting compa-
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nies, we knew, thoze hasting and those loitering,
that there would ba an emoction deeper, truer and
warmer than is foend in a epininen-plaee adien.
The guides shared these foclings. They were
averse to breaking vp. Neither of them wanted
to be of the retucning portion of the party, Which
it shonld be &t the last only was settled, as between
Darid and Thebanlt, by casting lets; and it wae the
leng twig drawn by Eaquotesh that fated him to go.
Bhortly after eight o'cloel;, everything and every-
Lody were ready, and the order * all aboard,” given
by Denison, signailed the last moment.  The pros-
gnre of Liands in the adien wae warn.. And then
in their bivchen shell, the Tom King, Denizon and
David, Pratt and Joe Dixon, glided sway in the
distance. High and I recorred to the paszage in
Walton of the parting of Piscator and his companion,
and epplied hia words on our ceeasion: * We are
loth to part with yom now, but when you tell we
you must go, we will then wait apow yon with oue
thonghts, all the miles of your way, and Leartily
wigh you 8 good jowrmey.” For the kindly and
thonghtful David Kaquotash, who had so well
gerved ne and eo much attaclied ns, he of the native
and we of the foreign race and lanznage, we nitered
a fervent * God bless youl™ We will wear in pur
liearts hie living wemory. Ounr aspiration was,
may he live long and prosper, and when he dies
may Le go to the place where the good Indisns go.
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We thought the fitting thing by way of relief
against the present eense of the lomeliness and
vacancy of the eamp, was to divert our thoughts
from it and our friends to the fish. To that end,
we arranged the tackle in its best frim, and eet-
ting out on the Brulé, radiant in the glow of the
morning, the Lirch bark we sat in, like Cleopatra’s
barza on the river of Cydnung, “a bornished throne,
burned on the water,” so glaring, at starting, waa the
dazzle of the sun,

We crapt along the winding of the stresm, fmm
pool to poel, or throngh {rothy shalisws, or into a
shadowed nook, or bressted the rapids, and aleo
flung out at random while in transit.  During the
two or three hours of the coursing we eaught only
forty-five tront, but 2id cateh a very brief, endden,
refreshing shower, from & single clond that a way-
ward Impromptn gust swept over us.  On Bunday
and the day tllowing, the heat was something of
the tropics, and at night we dispensed with the
illumining and warming from the usoal pine ingle-
gide of the camp, and very comfortably enjoyed onr
Tast meerschantms before bedbime, n the rmidsum-
mer night seene in shirt-aleeves, This baloiness
af the night hours, however, was a rarity and fit.
fulness of temperatare. In this ecamp, and a8 if
spawned or vitalized by the warmth, the honsa-
fliez plagued we fiendishly, mora tormentingly than
the moeqgnitoes or midgets,

14
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The afternoon sport wae dashed by rain, which
fell copiously from eerried eohoris of elond that
ewept up, cherging fiereely from the west, FPartof
the time it eubzided into a glimmer or a mist of
rain, and geain ghowered hearily, 20 that we were
embargced by the elements into indoor listlessness,
Looking ont of the open flap of the tent, the proe-
pect was dreary enongl. The min drops dotted
and pimpled the etream thickly. They peltad and
splnttered in the camp five, and elipped itz flumes,
and plumpead and dully thudded among the embers
and in tho ashes, and the tongues of the blazes
hisgad and sizzled angrily in the strife of fire and
water, The pines and fire dripped ceaselessly.
The eky wae leaden and enllen. Thebanlt and aul
tock their enforeed seclusion with the mest happy
go-lucky compoenre, labociouely whiffing thuir
pipes and indelently sprawling on the blankets in
their tent

Apainst the outer dreariness and the inmer mono.
tony we fell baek on owr literature for relief. In
his consuming thirst for information sbout that
# Mysterions Island® of Jules Verne, and between
the book and his pipe, Ilizh forgot, possibly, the
clowds, the rain, the dullness, the peneral disesm fort
of the oeeasion. I turned the pages of homest
Whelton, and following his footsteps on the banks
of the river Lea, for the tirme wae somindful of the
very Brulé at our feet, nnd, in thoee charming dis-
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epursingz which have made the #Complete Ang-
ler” forover B lovable classic in onr language,
renewed some of those sweet spells which fascinated
ma in earlier years. We had time, too, to speak
of our away-gone friends, and of conrme we missed
Denison’s restlesa volatility.

Some of Denison’s equipment we counld willingly
afford to part withsl One familiar object, whose
room was greatly preferred to it company, wae his
portable powder magazine, which he called an ammu-
nition cape. This twenty-five pound locker of deadly
misgiles was generally lving around in the tent for
ns to stnmble sur toes againet, or to menace eome,
or all of ns, with an explosive hioist, to the % demmni-
tion bow-wows,” It was about an safe and cheerful
a gompanion to have argund aza borpede or 8 carboy
of dypamite, when lighted meerschanms were so
freely swung arcund, and the sparks, like whirling
rayrizds of fireflies, were flying in showers from
our breakfast fires, dinner fires, snpper fires, and
onr morning and evening teot fires, That ammu.-
nition case must have heen the tervor of the men,
if for no other reason than that of its heing a
heavy dorsal strain on every Indian whose nnheppy
fate it was to log it on the portages, The fixed
" ammunition, as he termed his cartridges, never was
fixed, apparently, as he seemed conptantly fixing it.
He handled it freely, as a child wonld play its raf-
tles and banllcs. His cass was opened as often ag
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the valise that held his novelse. Nobody eould tetl
when an ill-governed or wayward spark might be
tha means of blowing up the camy, and all who
dwelt therein. He appeared to think his explo-
zives hal 8 wseful disciplinary purpose in eehool-
inr ne to sleepless vigilanes and cantion.

He spread out a two-pound package of powdar
on & newspaper on the grass In front of the tent, to
dry in the san.  ILe emphatically warned me to be
careful about smoking, as I might drop & spark in
his powder, and blow up the entire stock and spoil
Liz shooting. The sdmenition, certainly, was eo
npt and timely, snd so well meant for the safety of
tha powder, if not of myscli, that I felt gratefol for
iy eantionary kindness, and was rather inclined to
pongider him my benefsetcr. In looking areund
for marka to shoot at, he dizeovered a wasp's nest
snspended from a limb of a trea near the tent. He
thought that, by right of diseovery, he was privi-
leged to deal with it in iz own way, and that was
to ghattar it info fiinders with his revolver. It was
all T could do to keep him from blowing it into
fragments and setting loose on ns the whele awarm
of infurinted wasps, to make it hot and lively
aronnd the camp. He seemed to regard the obuox-
ious vespiary as & hanging provocation or challenge
for his revolver markemanship. Sitting noder or
near it, he was oneasy and pertnrbed, like Damgeles
beneath the suspended sword at the Divenisian feast.
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I am not sore that he forgave, or ever will guite
forgive me for thwarting him of fhe ecstacy of
demolishing that waap's nest Into everlasting stoma.

At twilizht the rain increased, and it was by a
bare excess of the chanecs that the kitehen fire was
not sguelched, and we were not sent snpperless fu
bed. DBy chipping and splintering dry pine, chopped
from the under sides of lops, the Indians found
just encngl fuel to keep combastion glive; and
theugh the drops pattered on the kettle, the water
within at last boiled into s bubbling song of tea.
Tha fire for onr tent drowned ont, snd the night
darkness and dampness crept on we. The gloom
within waz moade more conspicnons by the wesk,
uneartain flare of the lantern suspended. To ehut
out the utter diamelness of the ontside, and to close
ounrselves in, the flaps of the tent wers drawn to-
gether, tha tallow dip, onr Rickering glim, was put
ont, and, in the Dlankets, wa gradually soothed
away and lost the iniseries of the situation iv slesp.



OHAPTER XVII.

BE[RMMALING FOR FiSHE-—A RED TROTMT—CRABITH THE ROMAR
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Tee clouds that lowered on our house the last
night, were in the deep bosoin of the ocean huriedld.
In the moraing we woke to a very resplendence of
sunshine; the azure wag withont even the fleck of
» clond; the green of the forest was 3 deeper em-
erald; the air was pure and laden with the odurs
of balsam, We were in the best of spirits, thongh
we missed some of the botsterous fun or chaffing
with which we had been wont to weleome in the
joeund morn. "‘We wished Pratt and Denieon were
with e for our and their own longer pleasnre in
the eports of the Brolé, After the firat order of

« the day, the breakiast, was disposed of, the bnsinass
next in order was proceeded with., The splendid
(214}
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morning ineited ne to an excarsion on the river,
now, after the gloomn and sulleness of the previons
day, more than ever attractive in its fullness of
summer glories.

**Wow Jeb the fishernnn hix toils prepore,

And arm biveelf with ev'ry wak'ty enave;

Hig heoka, his lines pernee with caveful eye,

Increase his fackle, and his rod re-tie."”

It needed all PauPs excrtions to preh the eraft
np the stiff corrents swollen with the reins. At
times, it was Lhoaving ahead very slowly, At warl
ons pools, where we held awhile, we most prosper-
ously whipped the etream. Our conecrn wae, net
to hover where the trout swarmed most almndantly,
Tt to find the haunts of the largest. The amall
fry could be plenteously canght in nearly any place
of the river; but the heavy swells, more shy and
wary, frequent under a bank where the water rons
close up and deep, or under logs, or it deep pools
or holes, or 2t or under the rapids, or in the depths
of the channel, or in the swirl balow & large boulder.
They ara more coy than the troutlings, and some-
times mnst Le conxed and tiekled with s delicate
and cantions dallianea.

We happened on some of theee hannts of the
choice fish, Right gallantly did they show the
gamesome gtufl of which they were made.  Therw
wes giritation in the waters when they stretelied 4
line and bent & tip. ] envied High the repeated
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omeet and final capture of one particolar trout,
eplendid in his wettle and dash, and in his propor-
tione and wnequalled beanty. On his first chargo
at the fly, he appeared, in the clear water, 4 flash
of deep, red flane, so brilliant was he in his em-
Blazonry: but e was not then talten.  On the next
cast he pitched at the fly as it touched the water,
We thought him teken, and saw him wavering in
shape of red o2 he was heing played in; Loty after
ali, he flonted off and we thenght him gone fnvever.
But tate had sat its seal on him; on o thicd imme-
diate eaet, Le came boldly to the snateh azain, and
then he was firmly struck.

How slowly, earetolly and skillfully High han-
dled his vod s0 a8 to eave hiz enailant, struggling
prize. When lie wae being drawn in, fluttering
and writhing, ha appeared to ns a5 if reddeited in
Lis own Dloed. He fonght gamely to the last
When tronght in and smhooked, each of ue tock
him, by turme, and handled him tenderly, and with
wemder and adimiration af his beauty. ITe was the
sole one of the kind we had ever seen taken from
the Brulé. Ile was peerless in size as he wasz in
brillisncy.  The tail, fins and belly ware of deepest
red. The epacks were vmnsually defined and high
colored, and the ekin was finely empearled and per-
fect. We all regretted that he eould not be kept
alive or preserved to be taken home as & wonder.
He would be & marvel of beauty in & parlor aqua-
rinm ar fish globe,
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ITe was a paragon of & frout, handsome enongh
to be kept and fondied gs & pet, es was the lamprey
of Crassns, the orator, which would eome at his
call and feed from his hand. That eminent Rorman
forensic gentleman wept when his fondling of the
pond died. Hia tears occasioned a repartee of s,
which Alian has been thoughtfal enough to pre-
serve, and which shows that it was & grest point
with the lawyers of the Roman, as it is with those
of the modern forum, to have the last word. _Fno-
barbua was the colleagne of the orator in the con-
sorship, and foclhardily ventured to twit his brother
officinl on his puling and sebbing aver 8 defunct
fisl. The legal wit retorted that it was not for
Domiting Enobarbva to taunt Lieinius Crassus
with bewniling anything, since the same Domiling
had buried three wives withouf rending his toga or
tearing his beard, and withont & eingle tear or
whimper at the funeral of either demised eonsort,
ot words to that effect. Az the historian has oo$
reported a reply, it ie to be preemmed that the wid-
owered Roman ailently withered, '

As adernier #esord, end the only one, the besnty-
tront was handed over to the ecook for his profes.
slonal tregtment. It was servad atour fgble d hode,
and, at High's epecial instanee, fell to my platter.
Beneath his erisp and embrowned ecat of mail, the
tender flakes were delieats and sweet, and of the
deepest pink saltnon tinge, and were sa choice to
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eat a6 fuir to Jook wpon. It was a dainty dish, of
which it could be eaid, as Walton says of o service
of fish described by him, it wae * top good for any
body but englers and very honest men,”

In the afternoon, and after sur eustomary lounge
in tho shade, wa put off for further essaying with
the fly. The rain of the night before, by that time,
had swellen the river more volaminonsly so that
it ran swiftly sinooth over ordinary shallows. It
was all channel. The cance conld float abomt sny-
where, and we conld strike troat around sbout us
nearly everywhere.  Just af the eamp, too, wo conld
take them. At the rapida lower down, where Pratt
and I had fortuned on a paying lead, as the miners
say, we fniled to get a rise, probably becanscthe water
swept too turbulently. This convineed uas, what
indeed, was lelieved Liefore, that the fish are wander-
ing, and do not shoal In pools when there is water-
way tp swim thet freely at large. In tho Brald
at ite full streain, the tront are wanderers—liere to-
day, snd to-morrow elsewhere, :

We saw aome of thetr amusing freaks again; one
voracious fellew vanlied over o log to snafch a
fescinating, new, glossy fly that High had thrown,
and did tackle it, bat paid dearly for the leap, for
Lz was captured, and was plump enough to ba laid
by as a choice morsel for the pan. Another trout
gkipped horizontally, at least two feet along, barcly
above and in line with the gurfacs, and then firisked
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out sideways and dropped back flat into the water
laterally. Thase antics rather amazed and much
amnoeed ws, The flgores of the day were one hun-
dred and sixty-five.

Igzotupin the night 1o close the flaps of the
tent, and witneszed s striking lunar effest. Fog
waa dense over the river. The moon, directly op.
posite to, or fronting the eamp, shone lustrousky;
a narrow pathway of illuminated golden haze
stretehed from the brink, at onr feet, in rising per-
spective, up to the face of the moon. Early in the
morning, when the glories of the coming duy were
glimmering the east into the hues of dawn, the flock
of saw-bills that ill-omened our Michigami voy-
aze, or some others of the nefarious tamily, were
Leard guacking and seen paddling in the very pur-
view of the camp. Cuoe of the bove rising from
his snore frightened them, and ae usoal they bois-
terously scattered in tervor.

Therc wae & settlement of pmall red squireels
around was. They were very nimble, and the trees
pear by were noisy with their lively chattering.
They ventured oceasionally ou the trees overhanging
the camnp. One of them capersd nestly on alder
bushes within twenty feet of us, Dending down
- slender branches, pwinging from one {o another,
pwaying om twige, rattling the leaves, and whisking
his tall. We saw eeveral of them chasing, one
after auother, in & jumping race, on logs, squeaking



230 TROUTING 0N THE BRULE.

sharply as they went. There were small birds, like
sparrows, Hitting ameng the bushes in hide-and-go-
seck playfulness, twittering little trills

A chipmnnk sometimes easme, and stopped on a
log to take n Jook at ua.  Crecasionally the crenk of a
raven, or the moan of & loon high flying, the rat-
tat of a sapsueker, or the pecking of a woodpecker,
or the jerking notes of & jaybird, and seme other
notes not familisr to us, wera heard, and proved
that birdlife ie more varied and abundent here
than on the Michigami; but even here the feath-
ered cliorizters wera not, either in mumber or v&-
riaty, what would be expected in such s praud old
wildernezs, High .was thoughtful enongh of the
better-half serving the honsehold gode at home,
to gather and prese for her in the leaves of a Jules
Verne extravaganezs, some of the choicost of the
ferng, which mantled the gronnd near by with a liv-
ery of vivid green.

We ourselves prompted Thebault and Paul to
experiment their Indian ekill io a match with the
trout. Whether or not they would be sneesssful
with the fly and onr more delicate eppliances, who
had only occasionally tronted, and then, with roder
lice, and rod fashicmed from a branch and with
hait, was & problem they themaelves had no experi-
enee from which to forecast results af starting. We
cammitied to them cur rig, and they canoed up-
wardly, and, in their venture, wielded the rods so
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mneh to the purpose, in their dafliance with the fish,
ne to return to us with flying colors and with fifty-
thres trout, news of whicl tiey prondly Lailed to
us as they rounded to the mooring.  Whether this,
their first foraging the river, Liad adged their appe-
tites inore sharply, or whether they had a special
relish because the apoils were of their own capture,
we did not know, hat certsinly they bomntifully
served themselves and repeated more than their
wenal conrses of the fiy.

After dinner, we eet out again to fish. From
gome whim or caprice, In quest of noveliy, and to
varigmate our bearings, we pushed into untried
inlets, nnexplored nooks and onknown chotes. We
tried one or two openings Into the stremn, which
in short time we found to be ouwle de sae of water
in which we were entrapped, and were obliged
to turn abont and retrace omr eourse. Within &
short distance of the camp there are numerous
little islands, with threads of sircam tangling and
winding abont them, Venetian-like petty lagoons,
Into one of these, High's prring corigeity prompted
aventure; after wa ascended some distance from the
entrance, it eo narrowed and crooked, the folisge so
overstratehed ik, the smags, sunken brush and fallen
timber eo obstrocted the passare, that it was hard
to fores the birch-bark on, thongh Panl stroggled
manfully. But we had pressed on so far that to
return were as tedious as to mo on. We determined
to crowd aliend to the maln stream
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A few pushes fnrther, at a point where seemingly
there was no promise of a fish of any size, Iigh
inatinetively eanght sight of 2 narrow, dark strip
of water, cloze nnder & shore, embanked by a dense
Inxoriance of alders, and carefully laid in his fty,
on a short piece of line. It was, except to an eye
of faith, a forlsrn hope of 2 place. Thers was no
gpace for two to cast. But the chance dip of the
fly praved, by a rise, that the hidden spot might be
& lair of trout. The hint was followed up, and ite
promise was Tollowed top, by splendid peiformance.

Again casting his fiy at the very shore-ling in
the dark strip, ibs touch on the water was one as
of magic, and proved to he the mester-etroke of
all Brulé fly-fishing. He had strack a trout that
tried liie tackle and his ekill. iz rod corved, tle
reel buzzed, and the line spun ont tant down stream.
To prevent the fish from loosening, or from fonl-
ing the line in the brush and logs, wrs the critical
and tarning point.  Gay must bave had, or seen a
simitar mateh with a tremt, as in hiz % Raral
Eports,” he foreshadows High in what wag nesrly
literally & bruel: with the Brulé tront, differing
only in the mightiness of the bulk and nnfolded
length.  Aas thus— '

Now hopa exalta the fisher’s beaking heart;
Now ha turne pale and feprs his dobipos arty

He views the irembling fieh with lonigng aypes,
While the line airetches with th' wowisldy prize;
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Each motion fanors with his steady bands,

And pne elight hair the mighty boli commands;
Till tived ak last, derpailed of all hiz sbrength
The gnme athwart the strenm nofolds his length.

Paul aud I anxiouely watehed the gallant tour-
ney, and were one in admiration over the prize. It
was the leviathan or monarch trout of the Brulé—
larger than any known to, or heard of by any of ns
taken on this river. We counld fairly weight him
at two poonds. The average of the larzer trout
taken in this river, or by ns, wag probably not
over tourteen omnees.  High was tiekled almost
inte boyish exhilaration at bis eaptore. What a
volley of admiring exclamations he nttered! What
& serene expreasion and halo of smiles he wore; how
often he epeke of bim, and how many tirmes he
opened the basket to be snre he was there, as thongh,
like Falstatf chuckling over the fallen Percy, he so.
lilognized: “What if he should riee again?” and
renew the fizht anon, I cannot undertake to note.
I know he eaid that he felt better on the taking of
tha trong than If he had taken a snceessinl verdict
in a Clieago law snity

And all the day on nraccustomed spivit
Lifis him abovi tha groond with cheerfnl thaughts.™

Thiz will be the red-letter day in High's calendar
of Bralé tronting.  The rest of the angling wae
rather tame to him. Thoogh the fish we afterwards
teok were considerably slove the average, they
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seemed to him, after the splendid tront coup de
grace, rather puoy.  Tie peerless one took the dash
out of his ambition. In faet, our eport, in weight
and number, was g0 good thst he ssid that, for once,
he had had all the trouting he wanted, which, for an
irrepressible enthnsiast of Ay-fishing, us he iz, was
e rare eonfession.  We took one handred and fitty,
bui retorned most of them to the river again. The
day was the finest in breeze and sumshine, the eve-
niog was eocl sad etill, the unelonded moonlight
tinged all the landscape in yellow glow. We file
genial ap the warmth of the log-five and bright as
ite flames, and ware as placid and blissful as if
everything was, and wonld remain, as serenc as the
night.
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Tresaort thonglt, perhaps, a day as propitious
a6 that which saw the killing of the eplendid trout,
should Le erowned with more than wonted eonfort
for the niglt, o lie hewed down s towering hem-
lack standing nesr the camp, and despoiled it of a
wealth of boughe tu meke ve o fresh and frugrant
spread for eleeping. These made a couch sz much
to our ease, if not guite as soft, a feathers could
make.

The balmy sleep, whizh was there our tired nature's
swest rcatorer was deep as the slumber of infaney
in the cradle. No one so well Enows what it is to
glesp in peace and wake in joy, a2 well a3 to have
mood digreation wait on appetite, and health on both

15 {225)
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—where appetite is ever under the spur or on edoe
—ng the roamer in this foreat realm of nature, of
solitnde and of ealm.

Enamored of cur camping place, we Lad thonght
to make there a longer etay; lnt the water-rise
was rumning ont rapidly, snd the tront wonld be
leas seattered end Droadeast. Dewsides, it was
reported that certain of the stores were exhansted,
and others were depleting eapidly.  Tihe prospeet of
famine had cxpedited the retum om the first fvip.
Ag we were now eloyed with exevss of sport, and of
safioty “a litila more than a littla iz much too
much,” we would be making no grest sacrifies in
cnigrating from Chickabiddy Camp.

IMigh was etill harping on his notalle trout, I
do not know what his war record is, bot I doalt if
any single eveutof it, in the field, on the mureh or in
camp, will be a more eatisfying recollection to him
than that of his conguest of the mammaoth trout. Of
conrse, compared with the three, four or five poand
tront, or ealunon tront which he limself had captured
from Tiocky Mountain streama, the Brnlé eaptive
wonrld be dwarfed and overshedowed; bhut here,
wherr the seale is reduced, and the fish make up in
dash, prineness, beanty and delicacy, what they lack
in dimensiona and weight, to have proved himsell
the noitvaled master of the rod, with san nomatehed
marvel of its kind for s trophy, was indesd & feat and
good fortine worth emblazobing on his piseatorial
escutcheon,
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Hie superb tront, however, fried, and in o crust
of brown, was served in a breakfast mess.  And,
much of & tront gowrmet 85 he i, Iigh Lad all le
eonld do to get away with if.  He excreised iz jaws
with 0 gustoand with a labor of love in dispesing of
the rich, delicate, creamy flukes, akin to those of the
stomach attributed toa hungry Feefee eplere for a
missionary tid-bit. I conld not mmster assyrance
anongh to aceept the elice of it offered to me.  After
rising from the feast, he felt that he had, indeed, Lan-
gueted, and that he eonld now, like the Tartar khan
after lis repast on the srraptuons horse-flash and
mars's milk, Tourish the trumpet and proclaim thet
all the rest of the world could go now to gruh.
Almost a8 quickly as the shifting of & gypey en-
campmcht sceme from the stage, in a drama, gur
canvas domieile and the paraphernalia of the camp
wera transposed from the woodland to the cance
Blackened logs half Unrned, charred chanks, Leaps
of ashes, etrips of bireh bark, a mized rubbish of
trout heads, fus und skeletons, potato skins, a drift
of hemlock bonghs, seraps of paper, lithographed
tobaceo Iabels, sod otler minor refose, were ull the
restiges 1eft to teatify of our reeent homestead.
About eight o'elork we tucked ovrselves in the
canoe, and, without much ade, bade a somewhat
regretinl adien to Chickaldddy Camp. The chiristen-
ing of the spot with that name was a chance freak
of caprice mmerely, bat & menery of the pluce and of
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our four dars® life there will survive long in the
future of onr eeverazl recollections, A halfimile
Telow ity we saw 4 lndsowe fawn, with its coat of
many spris, standing fixed and etill at the mouth of
a petty rill. It certainly did not have ita eye-teeth
cut, or it wonld not have stood there, within range,
a tempting mark for a deadly shot. Dot we were
abreast of if, or slightly Delow, when it wea diseow-
ered, and before Thebault hed fumbled his pocket
end found & eap and gof the rifle well in land, the
rapid eurrent had swept ue furtherword, and dis-
tance had made it safe.  The erack of the gun sent
the startled fawn bounding, but nabarmed, out of
sigzht. ,
There had been s much trout and so great
deficit of deer since we left the Michigami, that such
a sight bronght imaginary flavors of venison to our
lips, and we longed for s real henocl. While our
birch was eliding casily slovg, snd our thoughts were
yab, possibly, brooding over the evanescent {swn,
Thehanlt, the far-seer, discerned and pointed to us
snother statuesquoe object, a large-horned huck, eool-
ing hiweelf in the atream, and there
"'"'With bis imperisal frout,
Shugey aod bold, and wrenthed borne aoperd,
Tha brealhing erentors sbomd.'

Hea wsa too far for Thebanlt’s rifle, and canght
sight of ns foo scon to adinitof any stealth or strat-
ozy being played on him by the rifleman. Still,
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Thebanlt determined to give him a seare. When
the deer turned for the boshes, the gun was shot,
and the terrorized buck plunged and tore the water
wide open in his panie haste fo set his heofs on
shore.

Oun the advance, the rods were plied In such
renchee, below eneh rapids, and behivd ench roel
ot boulder masses, a8 promised immediate resnlis;
and thege Lrief snatehes of angling wore enflicient
to furnish vs an ample dinver and snpper supply.
In these passings, which werz nesring me to the
month of the river, we searcely recognized the Brole
we voyaged formerly. Then, a primitive density of
forcat borderad, and mobroken eolitude brosded over
the shores to the very mouth,  Sinee then, the log-
man's axe Les been diligent ia elearing spaces in
the wood, and the massive folingo thet crowned the
clese towering pines, in whose shadows and silence
the river of trout ran nndisturbed, remote from
buzy haonts of men, has, in several places, disap-
pearad, and vistas streteh info the depths and to
thevoree of the sky.  These clearings leave a ruggad
and stunpy appearvance, and strip the gronnd of
the glorions livery of verdure that robed and hid
its Darrenneas and poverty. Tlesa places are now
oceasionnl, at lenat, in the lower ten miles, and, to
us, changed the old landmarks.

Lut we strnek one familiar point when we put
in to Camp Tiebanlt for dinner. It and its
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cnvirons were unchanged. There were wildness and
foreat enongh of virginal nature to make it & fitting
range for the wolf, whose howl we hed thera heard
in the distsnca. When there before, wa had Im-
printed, with 8 Faber, on & large pive, fresh barked
for the purpose, our namss and the figures of the
eateh.  Heealling the “irivial fond reeords ™ of
previous troutings by other parties, as we bad foumd
them inseribed on trees, we then ewpposed we were
leaving behind ue s proud trinmphal memorial of
angling prowess, by seoring, in ewnphatic promi-
nence, the figures of seven hundred and seventy-fonr.

Looking now at these, our own fizures of before,
we thonght we could put on sirs—certainly over
our former selves—and lay rather flattering unction
to our soule, in view of the statistical results of this
trip. It counted a total of thirteen hundred and
eighly-eight. The individual ficures, or those of
each in this total, ranked Iligh considerablly first,
Pratt next, myself third, and, because of his enriier
return, Denison last, in the rivaley and eredit of
exploits with the rod. A moere Imposing maximnm
might easily have been reached with.only o fow more
daily hours spent in the effort.  The tew seores of' n
gingle catcling fully zatisfied the demands of a
reasonablo aporting ambition for the time, while
other possible seores wounld have been wanton and
wastefnl exeess. A soperfiniiy palled the keenness
of appetite. The smaller fiy we invariably returned
ko the water.
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When at dinner, and as he prodded his fifth trout
with his furk, Tigh remarked that he lad always
heard and thonehit that Llessings brighten as they
take their flight, and-in view of the imminent vun-
ishment of the lusciors trout meals, he intended to
innke the moatof the last to beset beforehim.  After
g0 long Lreakfasting, dining, supping and sleeping
on tront, this eertainty showed a healthy and etill
sppreciatory appetence for tront.  "We all agreed in
applying Dr. Butler's praise of the strawberry to
trout: “ Doobtless God might have made a better
fish, but doultless God never did.” However, for
my own part, I owned vp to a trifle of satiety on
trout, and it would be no serious gastronomic pen-
anee to tne to tale loave of that dainticat dish until
the next or other season’s exenrsion.

At all events, the troufing was practicaily ended.
The lines were wound ap, the reels were rubbed
dry and wrapped, the rods were slid into their final
covers, and the baskets were sinffed with odde and
ends. The Hshing campaign, we knew, was over,
&3 we swept into sight of a lainberman'’s eabin a
mile above the mouth of the Bruld, in a clearing
ent out since our foniner kuowledge of the river.
It was of the nsoal style of the logman's quarters
—a parallelogram of pine logs, low and long, and
roofisl with ebhekes, fitted with bunks for sleeping,
and with & eenter board table for ineals. It is the
winter quarters of the hardy cutters whose axes
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level the forest snd convert it inke loge to hefloated
on the spring frashets to tha mills, whenee, a8 Tnun-
ber, the pine iz dizpersad over wide regions

To this eabin we desizned a visitation, and hove
to at the landing placa.  Wa knew by a pale, blrish
fllie of emoke riging above the qoof that some living
gond was on the premises.  To onr knock responded
aman and & dog. Tt was s responee of welaome
from both. Tt wos easy to sec in the shing, oily
face of the man, in his esatnme glosaed with grease,
and from his odor redolent of kitehen pots and dish-
water, that he was the cook. He was short, purey
and bald; a Freneh-Canndirn, and was not wanting
in the repited affabilicy of his raca. A only three
or fonr men were now of his houvsehold, Lis daties
wore not preasing, and he lad leisnre to emoke his
well-Dlackened brisr-wood pipe and lazily parley
with us.

We were weleomne o any snpplies we might re-
quire, and a8 replenishment of the larder was the
chict purpnee of the visit, Le snpplisd our necessi-
ties of pork, flour, potatoes and tobaceo, as well as
aparcd ns & Chierge Sunday newspaper a fortnizht
vld. EBobkie, his dog, was not less sociable, and
when we patted him, wagged s hia tail in friendly
weleome, and hospitably robbed lis nozc on our
troveers.  Parts of the walla were a rude art gnl-
lery, formed of wood-ents, clippings from pietorial
papera and police grzettes far ont of date, cheap,
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flaming, Iigh-colored lithographs, and for a deva
tignal snljeet, an engraving of saint end seintess in
flamboyant robes.  These, and familinr kitehen and
household applianess, remninded ne that we were now
approaching the regions of settlement, the frontier
ot eivilization.

It was curious to reeall, that since we left Repal-
lie, until we faced this sylvan pot-slioger, and with
the exception of the redskin and the sgnaws on the
Paint, we had not ezen o human fuee or habitation,
or gigns of thom, wnless the trails we trod over may
be eonsidered snch rigns, The portages are so sel-
dom finprinted by o human fout, that nature almost
reclaime them, by growthe and fallen timber, back
to their natural wildness, a0 that they are often ob-
gemre nd treacherous. A travel by land aml
water, a2 long and as far as oors, snd throngh re
gions aa wide apart, with nothing in sight but all-
pervading natare, and not even a single token of
man’s prosence, sorves to show the wtter silence,
vasinesa and wildoess of the wilderness, still prim-
itive in the forms impreased by the Creator. He
alone was present on the neiseless and solitary
pathways of our advance,

The snmmer livery of ihe forests will have many
& geason to deeay and grow amaie, and again to
fade and fall, before much of thiz great wilder
nesz shall Llossem ae the rosc.  And we were then
bot out of the woods. This was nbont the last of
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the Brulé, for s mile below the lugging cabin it
and the Paint commingle their waters, and, flowing
together five or six miles, tha Michigami sedds its
volume, and the blended aflezente become the Me-
nominee.  YWo portaged ourselves over the rongh
irail from above aud around the Drulé falls, while
the Indianz shot the Lirch-bark, bonoding like a
cark among the dangerous boalders, and through
the tossinr breskers of the rapids, safely and
-guickly into still water. We had tite, while
tha iraps were Deinz borne over the carry, to read
the legendas on the trecs, which sre numcercns in
figures and names. Amony those surviving “de-
eny's effacing fingurs,” we fonnd onr ewn former
memorials done in Biseclls boldest amtographie
eerawl. To thess was now wlded 2 sapplementary
inscription of the prezent party, Many of these
rade tablets of the trees wera curions and eceentric
in their chirograply and spelling, and avme of
them sweve in a jingle of rhyme  Tb would aem
that nsually, Bralé troutsmen wers not wearied with
an afflnence of sport.

The zoal of the day’s voyaging was Badwater, and
Tom King's cabin there. We had eothostastically
invited onrselves to be his zuests, sud to give him
a friendly surprise. We foretold ocurselves & eor-
dial reception. Chur timne-table was ec set that we
and the night would eome together st that point.
But the day advaneed more ﬁeetlj than onr canoe.
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We conld not go down as fast 28 the evening smn
declined. The paddles strained a point in the way
of propulsive effort, and sped the eraft gallantly on,
and though she sprang like o spurred courser ghead,
it was evident, when we eaw the sunset reddening
already into rosy Bush, and wa wera yet some 1iles
off, the propelling moehinery wounld be vnegnal to
the task. So the Indisne slowed the sdvance, snd, »
earple of wmiles below the confluence of the Michi.
gami and the other mingled strenins, where the Me-
nominee daborehes inte several channels, forming
little ielanda, we turned ashore toeneamp. It was
at a point whaie these several branchas join the main
river, and we conld command & view of the silvery
threads of stream.

On the insida of the point there was s hunjre Togr
drift lodged and hoaved np Ly the freshets. Trouke
of all sizod trees were swept into & shapeless jam
and jeirred chars. The top ledge of this massive
interwedged drift was ot Jeast thirky feet above the
water-mark, ehowing the heizht and foree of the
flnods that Tad whirled them there. There was a
glot of fuel, and we had no tronble, with the lurid
irradiation of the heaping eamnp-fire, in driving back
the deep shadows of tha night.

In the inorning the bones of the Tast trout mess
were left sirewn around the Dbreekfast log. Ogr
trout-patapered epicurism was now ended. With
the exveption of the prospective venison from ex-
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pected deer farther down, our repasts in the future
voyaging would be redneed to the staples of cook-
ery. Lt iz said that kingfishers encase thelr nests in
the banks with a lining of fish-bones. Our encamp.
ments on the Brulé must have proved windfalls of
trouf skelatonry to the kingflshera there, and if the
kingfishers, so many of which made onr acgusint-
ance, lined their nests with our leavings, onr
wanderings and sojournings must have Dbeen &
happy zodzend to thewr. This allusion was sne-
gested by a kingfisher which, near to ws, swooped
down and dipped his plnmage for an unwary
gncker or chib as a breakfast meal.

The snticipated eensation of the day was our
intended and eelf-invited eall on our Frrmer Menom-
inea guide, Tom Iling, of Badwafer. His pagan
name is Weawbing- K. Our Menominecs inter-
preted it as Weawbiny, white, and Het, arm, So
his nutive alias meana White-arm. Literally, on ac-
count of his dark coppery eomplexion, the expres-
gion 8 meongruous and a misnomer. Dot we
chose to take it a3 meaning whiteness in the figera-
tive sense of qnality, as when it iz said of aman that
he iz whife, and, in that liberal inferpretative spirit
we were contemplating a reception worthy of & man
and a brother. It was our eue to deseend on him
48 & surprise party, and I intended taking, as is not
nooeual io sueh fashionable snd improwpta inra-
sione, refreshmenta of a cheering and festive kind.
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8o az we neared Bedwater and swung into the
reach where hig enbin was vieible, and knew from
the blue smoke which thinly eurled up from the
chimney that somebedy was at howe, the paddles
dipped quicker strokes to specd ns to the place,
Nobody, howerver, appeared to hail onr coming.
In fact, as we deew up at the landing place, the
opent door of the mansien was prompily shut with
an emphatic elarn.  We failed ta obzerve any latch
. string banging out. Neither pquaw, papoose or
Weawbiny-ket even yet appeared with an eye to
mark onr coming and grow brighter as we came.
In timth, the surpriee party was s enrprised party,
When our surprise gave way to reflection, we con-
cluded that seit of thing was Indian style, for the
slmilarly meaning formula of good eociety, not ot
lisme. However, we thought we world not be too
gensitive, or put too fine a point on it. "We were
in serious need of pitch to smear the canoe, and
like Falstaff, hidiog our honor in our necessity, we
diepateled Thebenlt, as bearer of dispatclies, on &
mizsion of inguiry to Madame King, the Weawbiny-
Lettle of the domiecile. He meat the matron at the
doorway, and leld & threshold pow-wow with her.
Az the result of his emhaszeage, our envoy in-
formed ws that Tom himeelf wae absent up the
Michigami, and further, that Denison and Pratt
bad invaded her premises, at midnight, during a
rain storm, drenelied and iino» high state of appe-
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tite, Thiz eircomstance enlightened ns, and wss
prabably the key to the mystery of the Weawbhing-
kettle cold shoulder ehown ue. Those famished
and inundated gentlemen had possibly laid waste
all the provizions in the honee, as well as moistly
monopolized the family beds and blankets, and
gent the mother squaw and the little Weawbiny.
kittens to the kitcher floor to worry mwmy & hapless
night. Possibly, therefore, & second apparition of
pale facea, jnst from the woods, redneed to mengre
retions, wos & eymiwl to ler untatored mind of
femine and freezing both. Giving the ascused the
benefit of the donbt, then, we wrapped ourselves in
our imaginary mantlea of charity, and, in a benig-
nant frame of mind, we were prepared to go on onr
way, forgiving and forgetting omr metaphorieal and
viearions slap in the fice on account of Denfson
and Prait,

Wa ran across the river, and advaneed, in full
force, to a ealin there, for a supply of pitch, We
fonnd thera one intimidated squaw and three papoo-
res, “one little, two little, three little Indian boys*
But as to the pitch, there was not to be had enongh
to verify the proverb that whoever toucheth piteh
he is defiled. We left Badwater with onr colors
at half-mast, so to spesk. Two miles below was
Badwater Crossing, a forry establisbed the provious
year for the read fo the logaing eamp near Bralé
falls. Thiz road marks an inrosd of civilization,
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and pioneery the advance of man into the domain
of nature,

At the croszing 18 o pine-log eabin, with preten-
giong to ba classed as an inn, judging from the legend
% Montreal Budwater House,” imprinted on & spling
or shake over the main deor. It stands on a high
gotooth bluff, in & handsome sitnation, nt the con-
wex point of & gurve in the river. It lLias several
apartmenta.  There wae a garden with familinr
putate vincs, beete and eabbage. Panl Miller ie the
Boniface, and betanse thers was a bright-eyved,
eomely woman to mistress ity the honselhold was all
sang, neat and tidy, and had an eppearance of home
comfort.  To snpport ite tavernous pretensions, it
had juat had at lenst one guest named on its regie-
ter. That was D, H. Lloyd, of the Chicago Tribune,
who had & few days sejonmned there.  After satisfy-
ihg & modest ambition with hie rifle in tapping a
deer’s blond amd eeenring the carcass to be sent to
the city, ho had undanntedly set ont on the home
return, on & stout pair of shanks, throngh the woeods
tua point on the new railroad, Hehad stored here
& gem of a birehi-bark canoe, nearly tiny, pretty and
light enough for o fairy erafi—-not mueh larger
than s Manitoba snow.shoe, and fitted only for s
erew of one, '

IHere we found s package of Chiesgo journals,
and letters froun those who lad soinething sweet
and domestic to tell of home, forwerded by Arthwe
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T. Jonea, of Marinette, "Wa apprecinted the eivils
ity and attention of thia gentleman, Ile iz him.
gelf a devoted and skillful brother of the angle, and
is one of those of whom it is aaid, in the words of the
milkmail’s mother, in the Complete Angler: = All
anglers be sueh honest, civil, gniet men”  Tor hia
kindress ta us wa wonld wish fortuna to @ set him
in & shower of gold, and hall rich pestls upon him,™

Yot papers and lotters only momentarily diverted
our thoughts, but did not inspire longings for the
homes and the world beyond, whose messages and
news they bore us.  'We were etill so much in spirit
with our surronndings that neither Gibbon’s fight,
nor Hall’s discovery of a catellite of Mars, nor the
war of Osmanli aml Muzcovite, nor the porturba-
tione of finance, nor any freshet of news conld then
sonsaiionalize ua out of the charo, composnre and
dofos Far atente of our nneompleted voyaps. We
wounld foretaste or borrow no sensations.  "Wa wonid
ba soon enoneh veturned to the fret and frietion of
city and bosiness life. We wanted onr drift into
activity at high pressure to bz as smooth, quiet and
gentle az the flow of the river. Bo onr newspapers
hardiy vippled, for the moment, the eaze and ealm
of the way, and of our way of life.  The hours were
golden with us, but we were not fain to chasc them
with flying feet. Passing cach of the caseades of
the Twin falls, we sidled ashore at a enrving ledge
of rock rising up to an elevation. Its face was
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thinly streaked with a shag of scanty nap of mosa,
and wp the eide was elothed ‘I‘I.I'Eﬂ'l & thicket of
stunted trees, in the shade of whicl wa were sarved
to good purpnﬂe,witll some of Paol Miller's eontri-
bmtions to the larder. Just below thers were sonc
ugly vapids with wildly pitehing billows. It seemed
ilint onc's time had poseibly eome should he dure
passage, which fur the eance was clearly an extra-
hazardone risk which a pradent onderwriter woalil
not ingnre against to the value of n pin's fee. The
natives checked up on the verge of the turbulence,
and took eirenmispective glanecs, and parlered o
litthe and pondered mors. We knew the ventore
was o Jubions one.  The nervous erganizations of
Chicago, at least, were not absolntely placid.

I notieed that on close approach to the “vex’d
Bermoothes,” Hirb lifted Lis eyes from a highly
seasoited Milwavkee divoree ecandal and family
racket in & newspaper, with the details of which Le
lind been engrossed, and devoted his partieclar eo-
licitnde to the raging breakers. T shared his anx-
jety, and thought « IT it were done, then ¥wera well
it were done quickly.” EBut the Indizne st lengtl
anleasked the eratt and let it looee, It bounded
among heaving waters rushingly. The reekless
white-caps, like enraged and frantic water sprites,
with nad foam frothing thair lips, tossed and loaped
op to ne a8 if they wonld board the hireh-hark, and
lap ua in their “a,tﬂr}' embrace. We shot through

H
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the eeething peril wery rapidly, however, with o
mizhap more seriona than s fewsplaslhes, and scoop-
ing in two or three of the more daring white-eaps.
High resumed the pernsal of the mafrimonial een-
gation of Milwankee.

The few milea to Bir Quiniseck Falls wers miles
of uniformly beautiful scenery. In eome reaches
the stream glided partly under the shade of the for-
esl, and then on curving aronnd abend spresd into
frll mdianee of the sun, so that we were fitting from
light to ghade; but the river was placid s & paint-
ed meadow brook. The etilluess of the entire seene
wns impressive; not a leaf trembling to the igh of
a breeze, not a twig moving, not air enough astir to
breathe & film of ngitetion; only the widening rip-
ples ent by the eanoa and the epiralz from the dip
of the paddles, to mar the mirror-like gloss and
celm of the siream, nnd like silence of the bord-
ering woods, with scarce & note or ghirp or twitter
of & bird; this was a sbillness which conld iedly
bo found elsewhsre. We insenszibly assimilated
ourgelves in spirit to the profound and all-perved-
ing ealm, antd sympathetieally lapzed into & seren-
ity and langour in harmony with the overpowering
hush and repese of nature. Dhreamily, passively,
voicelessly and restfully, we kept in this laxwrions
drowse of enchantment till we neared Big Quini-
geck Falle. Only the runble of the falling weters
broka the eharm.
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TWehad eearcely recovered from the spell before
onr birch bark touched the Liead of the trail. TLe
portage Is & wearisome trodge of two miles, apath
way for single filing, and almost sinothersd in the
profosipn of bnshes, which often tripped the feet or
switched in onr faces, High and I ehouldered the
Llanket packs and led off, and with much weariness
of flesh and in copious eweat of the brow, slowly
paced the seemingly interminable, and ocessionally
almost impenetrable route. Churs, thongh, was a
teifling lahor compared with the task of Thebaalt
aud Paul. They twice plodded over the roate, and
even their stalwart frames weaksned and tired onder
the strwing and befors the earry was all finiched,
and they had borne the eance throngh the sea of
foliage, the twilight overapresd us in ite gathered
slindes.

We tented on the high point of rock on the Mich.
jgan side. Wa lad a commanding view of the
geanery, etriking yet, thongh sobered inte dimmer
outline. PButin the glow of the morning sun the
seencry was beautiful axeeedingly.  Atour feet the
fosm from the cataract washed the edire of the
phore, and laid in streaks like drifts of enow, The
enrrents in the eddies curved gracefully, bearing
flakes and tofis of foam. Just by, the misty spray
rose like n pliantom dvapery of ailvery smole over
the rushing waters of the falls. The perspective
down the river was not less elurming.
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In fact, the whole scenery of these falls, the wild.
negs and beanty, the forest and etreem, need culy
the genivs of gome (Mavde Lorraine, Turner or
Chorck te trace and eclor them in the immertal
rlorizs of art, to make them world-kmown and famed
and sought. Bome day, tonrists in search of the ple-
turesqne and artiste in porenit of stodies, will come
ont of their way to take in Big Quiniseck Falls.
Pictures of them in the memory of the one, and on
the canvaes of the other, would well mateh, or sur-
pass, those of many & view more timed of art snd
story. Thesze wera the impressionsz of the former
trip, and now they were more than renewed
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A FPORTEUAR'E OAMT— AMENITIEE OF TEE WOODA — LITTLE
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Arrsr starling, vot many minutes of paddling
brought within view, in the distance, & soene of
quite another sort, which put an end to our inipres-
siong of the graud and beautiful, and set owr emo-
tions te quite snother key. A couple of tenis on
the bank, in white relief againet a deep emerald
Lackeround, with fiveres standing or moving sbont,
proclaimed a eamp. Nearing more elosely, we
knew by the token of & deer-zkin stretched to dry,
and from the red-shirted Indians, and o gronp of
men in hunting coate in the foreground, that we
Iiad come wpon a sportsman’s encatnpment.  When
within Lail, wo were saluted with a hearty “Good
morning, gentlemen, won't you landi”  Thers wes

(245)
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a very generons alaciity on our part to accept the
invitation, and we prompily tarned in and laid
alongside the pine.log pier snd disemlarked,
There were no preliminary formalities.  The
ghakee hande at vnee endenizened ua, as it were, in
the full freedow of the camp, and the pledge or
ceremnony of investiture with suech freedom was a
a pipe apiece to emoke, and a cup of kindness from
the econfidential demijohn. These hospitalities were
aprecably improved by us. We exchanged short
and rapid expeditionary histories. Owr frienda, as
we felt them to be, were a Chicago party, at the
Liead of which was Bobert Clurk, the well-known
veteran woods sportemen, with Jen Angnr, W, 2.
Wileox, and C, E. Fargo, 83 his fellows. They lad
five Chippewa camp followers, Ingzers and polers.
They hed jomneyed overland, and three days
previonsly strock -the river and set np their can-
vasa quarters at this point. The canoe flotilla snd
the Tndians had eome on ic edvanee and to await
them, They had iready had & prelnde of gunning
and game, and had shot and faasted on two deer
of ona of .these they spared us an seeepteble hannch
with their complintents, and with gratafnlness from
nue. They were well equipped for all the contin-
gencies; and were bound for the Brulé,  Onr brief
meeting with them wae n delightful episode of so-
cialities and kindnesses on sarprise, and ano in-
stanee of the rongh and spontanecus friendliness
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of the weods. We heartily wished them don voyage,
and gave them onr friendliest adiens.

Little Quiniseck Falle are oot now as grand as
we saw them in their primitive and natural estate.
Science, capital and labor have ehorn thein of moch
of their natural grandeur, Some combined lomber
companies are waging & strife against naiure for
their improvement. The design is to merge the
separate rons of water into one, which is to Le
freed, by blasting, from the rocks that formerly
aplit or broke in picees the logz pitcling over. DBy
a temn porary wing-dam, the water is forced into the
Wisconain chute, while the Mieligan braach is
liaving ita rock blnsted ont piecemeal, and huge
masses wt1d ledmes of the granite were Deing blown
trom foundations sy old and firm as thoese of the
sverlasting hills.

Man with capital, and giant powder ag iz dyna-
mi¢ agent, will spon prevail, and eataracte that for
ages have been votamed sod unchanged, will be
msde obedient and pliant ecevitors to his needs.
When the one channel is exeavated or Dlasted out,
and the whole river tarned into it, there will Le 1it-
tle of the natural grandeur of the cascade left.
When we passed there, we found an encampment
of many men whe were working the drille and Iasts.
Powder and steel have wruught wonders, but these
wonders of skill and seience have nearly effaecd
gome of the imprezsive wonders of nature.  In the
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basin below, where I had formerly but vainly drop-
ped in hook and line, cne of the brawny drill-pick-
ers had been Dobbing for fish, and had nipped nearly
a seere of Dass and wall-eyed pike

Prepuratary to attempting the Sand Rapid we
Inuehed, not far balow tiwe fatls, on a rucky point.
Thews rapids are an ordeal of peri] to the frail bireh-
berke. ‘Ther are three miles of boulders, lreakers,
shallows, whirls and dashea, in one atretch. Tha
trail aronnd is two miles, and zig-zags npa spur of
elevation—nuite the most considerable up-hill ele-
vation of the ronte yet passed—and etrained our
pedestrianism fo ifs utinpst.  On the platenn was a
sparseness of forest in plaves, there were woods
elsewhere with prostrate trees over which we
climbed and serambled througl the Lranches, with
mnch perll to the rods we carried. (O the other
and - desccnding etde of the Lill-spur, the trail was
lost in grasses and boshes, and down on the level,
the tangle of fallen timber and oodergrowth was
guell that we thought the way hopelessly barred and
loat,

Wo aimlassly stroggled through the obstrunetive
maze, withiout a visible trace of the path, and sink-
ing at every etep in the plashes of the warsh. By
agcident, we came upon & drageway for lugs, which
we followed wp, and it led us to the river. DBy
clanbering and balancing on treachercus tronks in
the log-drifts, and jumping from stone to stone, in
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the edze of the water, and by seuffling threngh
thickets, we finally made our way, exhausted, to the
oot of the Rapid.

Tlis was just in thme to eee the Dickey heave in
sight, the paddles awinging briskly from side to
side, winding with the eoiling ehannel, sormotimes
checked nnd essed up with the poles, then shooting
aherd In bounding swiftness, and nearing us, round-
ing and gracefully riding in the still water at oor
feet, We thankfully bleaged the good fortune that,
through the dangerous pasaing, she was

" Held ap ao tenderdy,
Faahioned so alenderly,*

s to come io nnhermed in perfect trim.

We ran near 8 woodehuck ewimming across, We
veered a bit one side, 50 Thebanlt ecuid jab hiz head
under water with the paddle.  The submersion only
enraged the creatnre. He emerged, snorting the
water leoin his nostrils, and spunkily teensd and
swam toward nain our wake, as if to fipht the whole
party, spitting vieionaly at us like & mad ent. Hie
pluck was apprecisted, We declined the ekirmish.
We preferred to give him onr benediction. Welet
him go, with the magnenimons words of Tnele
Toby to the fly, * Go, poor devil; the world is large
etrouzl Tor us sll.™

The next port of entry wes the New York farm,
ot the mouth of Sturgeon river. As our carrying
eapacity was less than our eonsuming ability, tha
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rolsustness of our forest-sherpened appetite bronght
us freguently to the verge of depletion, ond now
the viands were running short again, It was neces.
sary to victnal the expedition; we therefore Tamled
in a siress of pork and tobers. T was depnted to
attend fo this eomnuercial, or rather einmissariat
business, Thebault, bearing bag and baskst, at-
tended ne as master of transportation.  As & pro-
visional deputation we elimbed the sandy path op
the stecp Lank, and presently interviewed the busi.
ness wman of the demesne.  The figures on his prise
currend were reasonalble, the enpplies abandant, and
the traffic was completed befora our heels liad time
to eool.

During the interval of the chaffering, theladies of
the family or howeehold etrewed the full-blowm
roBes of their smiles on onr path, and 1o us who had
been fellows so long to the weeds, herbage and other
vestures of the wilderness, such flowers wers win-
somely swect and pleagant—* too pleasant to L
looked wpon except on holidays "—and they made &
brief Loliday to ws. The grangeresses or patron-
esges of hnshendry, it iz true, very curiorely cyed
my hat askance, as though they were sure that they
pever enw anything quite lilke that hesd-gear. Btill
I hoped I had sequitted myself in the way of eivil-
ity and devodrs guite as well as High did at the
Wansanks tents, when the ladies gigzled at Lim in
hig galiant role of Torveydrop.
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In fact the Lat was something phenomenal, Tis
original linen dome-shape was speckled like s guinen-
ken, and from its resemblancs to the epotted plum.
age of that barn-yard fowl, Denison nicknamed the
chapesn guines-hen, and T was oot eritical enough
uieely to eonsider whether that name wes a mis.
ponwer. ‘The hat Lad been presonted to me sxpressly
for the trip, by & near relative of an ex-president of
the United Statcs, and as this.was nearest to anything
in the way of executive patronage I ever received, 1
felt toumd to muke the most of the gift. It Lad an
indertroctibility equal to that of s ninedived est.
It bad Leen trampled on, sat on, slept on, mmncd on,
ghined on, dricd in the sun, shriveiled by the fire,
turted inside out, with its brim louped up and also
flapped down, and lLud moulded itself into imost
varied shapes, and atill retained the essential utilities
of & hat. [t entirely eclipsed my fult hat.

We had news of Denieon and Prati at this place;
they had put in there under strese of cireumetances,
atd had been compelled to abandon aud eondemn
the Tom King sz unseaworthy, probelly from her
having been rough-need and battered in the labyr.
inths of the Sand Rapid. Fortunately, they re-
lieved themeelves from their stranded condition Ly
being able to gei teamed, from the farm, a few
miles to the new railroad for & train.

Froun the farm to Sturgesn Fulls iz a mile; over
a Ligh back-lone of  Lili, the trail winds to the
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foot of the caszeade; short as the portage was, it
was panting work to elimb it. Lowering elonds
abseured the seffing enn, and tokened the gmick
advance of showars frorn the west: we hasted to
get cnr honse in erdor, and had bot berely reared
the eanopy, when the skirmish lineof the charging
elonds opaned on us and nearly beat out the camp-
fire, and foreed ve into shelter, Supper was served
u the tent by the feeble glimmering of the fitfal
tallow-dip. Soon the beavier and massed squod-
rons of rain-clonds swept over, and delivered us rain
in torrents; thers wes thunder resomence, with
flashings of lighiming.

It waz a scene of great moisture; drope trickled
theengh eome porca of the tent, and our jnner at-
mospliere was grievoosly homid; the supply of
hemlock boughs, for emnbedding on, was seant; the
dreams of hroken sleep, the beating of the rain and
tive dampness made it a night of dismal phantas-
magoria to ns, The morn ¢id not come in russet
mantle clad.  Thongh the heaviest of the storm Lad
paseed, a train or rear-gnard of scowling clouds
hung back portentonely looming. On a memorial
tree we saw inscribed the names of Doctor E, An.
fdrews snd soms, of Chiesgzo, who had encamped
hers the previome night.  'We were prompd, a3 soon
as wo liad brealfasted and stowed the cargo, to start
on our way rejoicing from the forbidding spat.

At the strip of shore where Pratt had, on the
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previous teip killed m fawn, fresh deer-fracks im.
printed the sand. He Dlad then declarad per.
petusl truce and amity with the deer kind. But
Thebanlt was not so compnnetions or tender-heart- -
ed, and was op {le lockouf fur the lioofed and an-
tlered “native burghers of the desert city.” 1t was
life and lilerty to thos¢ recent deer that they Lad
seasonably made tracks out of .the way, which
wad all we saw of them. Clark® venigon had now
gone the way of all flash of the haencly, that = to
pot, and we depended for fresh wmeat on the riffe.
We wers, therefore, advancing in s state of armed
reconnoisanee, _

At Peembinwan rapids the Mepomines was
almoat shrunken literally fo bed-rock.  The whola
loading was pot sehore and carried arcond. The
canoe wae safely, though at hiazard of wrecking,
guided throngh. Thera was a fine vesture of grass
in the ehade, and we had lunch there, and reclining
on the grase, we leisurely sipped the Oolong tea
procurad at Biturgeon farm, and much at ease eh-
jeyed the prendinl poack. Three Chippewas, on
the way shove for deer, stopped for portaging their
canges and for rest, mt this point, They and our
natives bield a hrief international or imtertribal
counsil on the groond, in cne of their meternal
tongues. It was not enconraring fo our aepirations
or rather stomech for venison, expected below, that
theee redeking had lefs from below, and were out
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to peer the conntry over onr jnst traversed conrse,
in deer-slaying cohoot.

There wes a pickerel entertainment here, aleo,
Just off our eance, at the beaeh, High espted a large
piekerel, sbout two feetin length, ennning himeelf
or eleeping in shoal water. On mecount of my
tonrney with one of the same species at Michigawmi
falls, High pointed him to me as the pickerel champ-
jon.  Buk I declined the exertion of unsheathing,
jeinting up and rigging my rod for even 2o promis-
ing a diversion;, Thercupon, Thebanlt attempted
to knock out the fish' braine with the pushing pole,
bt the piekerel dodged, and horve off his brains with
lim to the deeper water. Tut presently, the offl-
cions fish swam again into sight. This hardilined
now rvouged High's piseatory blood; but bow to
harmonize it and hig piscatory taste, to which bait-
ing seemed only foul play snd wholly ropngnant,
was & perplexity—for a mement.  He knew apick-
erel would torn up ita nose st afly gewgaw. Bo, to
ecompromize himselt only partially, he tacked on
what we supposed was a slit of bacon with a new
glaring red-fly. )

High clambered to s rock in reach of the fish,
and gently swang in the gorgeons mongrel seare-
erow right by the fish’s enont.  As was to be ex-
pected, the menstrons thingofajig terrified the
pickerel into fits, and it shot off like a flash into the
deep. Buch an cogregions fizseo wonld set sny table
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in a roar, snd the jest was too mueh for aven Indian
gravity. High manfnlly bore our broed gring, bt
when he was ehaffed for baiting with ipnominions
pork, Le vehomently resented tlie derogatory impn-
tation, and protested it wae & tittle of deer prafted
on the fly.  We had not been aware that theve was
a venisan fibre oo hand, and thougl, inhis werd, 1
gencrally eonsidered Iim, ke Horatio, “ae just &
man as o er iy conversation cop’d withal,” I was
after all sceptieal about the deer.

Not far below was an encampnient of Indians,
sqraws, papouses and dugs, whe had coine up from
White Rapids for & sojonin in bark tepees, on a gen-
eral shooting and enring of deer for winter. Onc
of the men had just panctured a buek, though not
g0 mortally but that the shot animal waz able to get
away with hia antlers and the bullet into unknown
parts of Miehigan. Ag we cnme along, the savage
wag squatted io his eanoe, musing fike a sage how
receding deer, like other blessinge, ave most prized
when they take their Hight. The pickerel exploit
ingpired High with & fellow feeling that made him
look wondrong kind and sympatietie toward the
digeomtited copper-skin,

On the eemoeny Falls portage, a handsome trail,
we failed to find any of the blueberries which, on
the former oeeasion, o plentifully bespangled the
ground, like dewdrops in blune. Just Lelow there
ie m enltivated farm, with the raost pretentious hab-
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tafion on the river, having an existing liousehold
and home, and itis renlly the most advanesd ontpost
of agrienlture on the river. On the bank below it,
an hour's run, were {wo clearings or meadows, witl)
Indian cabine. At one of them, & conple of youth-
fal Chippewas, in primitive duds and innocence,
stood on the bank and euriowsly pazed at us passing,
as if we were an unaceustowed apparition.  Three
miles further down was onc of our former caping
;:,rmmda The shadows of evening that were gath-
cring, a8 well as considerations of kettle and pan,
Joined in directing and hastoning s there as sn
encampment for the night.

The hand of innovation lad mode notable c]mng-
es: the forest that shadowad the river, had been thin-
ned out, and the landmarks were difficnlt of recog- .
nitionj thomgeh, on the opposite shore, the denss
wood stllI reared up, in its native wildnees, its dark
and wolemn ontlines, These more frequent cler-
ings and desdenings have destroyed mueh of the
beaaty of the lower Menomines acenory; the many
leafless trees, pannt, stripped, Mackened Ly fire, or
dead from girdling, in the garish sun, give & for-
lere and naked appearance. The denuded land,
however, after being stripped of itz timber, eon-
verted inte loga and floated to the millg, ia left bar-
ren and wapeopled, and is not sown for harvests or
cultivated tor homes ond habitations. The eharme
of wvoyaging the atream are rapidly vaniehing;
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wlile the loxnriance of nature g being shorn away,
it is mot replaced with tha tokens and evidences of
life and labor.

These oceasional disafforested strips, which have
made wnsightly gaps in the massiveness of the
woods, present an appearnnce of utter waste or
desert, strangely at variance with the lozuriant
density of the wilderneas elsewhere, The growths
of weeds and stnnted shrubbery that creep over the
ground, unpleseantly mack both the despoliation of
the original forest wealth and the sterility or pov-
erty of the soil iteelf It will probably be very
many vears before the emoke of domestic altars in
ecttrgers’ abodes will ascend in these clearings, as
gigns of farm or pastoral life, and of lomes of con-
tented 1abor end enterprise and preepective wealtl,

17



CHAPTER XX.

WHITE NAFIIG—TEOUIT BROGKLET—FIRR RIVER AND w:._:isr-
TAH—SIITE [ELANDS—TELLOW THGE—RAVENI—HIGA AS
FADDLER—JTM EAGUOTARE—IONE FINE CAMP—EVENING
SIENE—LOWER MENOMINEE—DOCTOR AKDPAEWE~THE ERD
~—&T. PETELR'? BLEREIN.

It wae not & long paddle we had of it to White
Rapide. High and T took &o the pathway through
the meadow-like stroteh of gromnd, thinly fringed
on the bank with emall trees, casticg n mesgre rag-
ged shade, and lefi the Indirns to work the eance
through the shoals and rapids. ‘The tromting fever
showed symptome on High as soon as we tonched
the trail. He reealled hizs reminiscences of the
rather diffienlt, but not unplessant eport before,
at the brosklet, Tt war ensy to presnge his wishes
from the tone of his recollections, and frotm his so-
licitude alont the signs of the weather, of which he
toak constant observations from the elonds.

PBefore the fever had risen to its climacterie, the
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sky was more ominous of & slower, and, ¢even his
entlnsinerm for a trial of the fly, among elumps of
bushes and thickets of alder, oozed away on account
of the probable moistnre of the attempt. Ila ad-
mitted it whnld hardly pay to wet his jreket for the
trout, and thonght it preferable to take the chanees
of rain with the tent at hand to be 1anded for ready
ghelter. Though, ns this was the lust known possi-
bility of irout on the ncarly ended trip, he wavered
snd faltered in will and porpose till we deposaible-
ized the ventore by getling him sctnally embarked
aod under way. '

At tle mouth of P'ike river,the pine-wood bower
or boudeir of the dosky Indian maid and kennel
of the Cerberus dog were shut wp and deserted.
Paul was a trifle esnotional on thie ceeasion, possi-
bly expecting to have had a brief scene of eyer lock-
ing love to eyes that would speak again, or something
to that effect. The young buek heaved a bit of e
sigh as we went skipping by. We passed the Sixty
Ielands, Theee are an srchipelago of selands and
islets, a cluzter of glorions emorald, of varions formes
and sizes, with splendid profnsely branehed and
leaved elme, 2 very wealth of verdure, wnaking &
view of tha most lovely and pictnresgue scenery.

We were content o float, at times, on the sur-
rent rather than outepeed it with strokes of the
paddlcs, that we might Jingeringly enjoy the sur-
passing beanty, From & cabin we were passing, a
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vellow dog ran out aod fallowed on the bank, bark-
ing at as savagely, making the welkin ring with Lis
Lowlz, imtil he yelped ail the wind out of Lim.
High was facetions enongh to hint that goinea-
hen liat as the cauee of the yellow whelp's eomrnl-
giona.  Down farther, Thebanlt fired the vifle st a
plover that was stentting about wetiing its toes in
the edge of the river. The chargo had been loadod,
far shove, for cxpected deer. They were frequent
on oar first deseent of this river.  On this voyags,
excopting the two near Cunp Chickaliddy, we lad
not seen cne of the “dappled fools.™ The railroad
to the Breen mines, the clearings and the many
stranded logs along shore, were said by an Indian
hunter, to frjghten them from the river.

By the side of s couple of cances drawn up in
the grass, was another Yellow Dog, with s com-
rade, This was quite a different sort of a yellow
dair from the ill-begotten enr that had shown his
testh to ng—no other than & well-known old Indian
of that nanie, of Twin Teland habitency, Thebanlt
and Paul well knew him. They lield np, and he
and hiz dilapidated chom and themselves fired vol-
leye of Inditan gab promiscnonsly aod interchange-
ably. He moust have been s witty dog, for his sal-
lies generally bronght dewn our men in rather
boistarons merriment. Dostor Andrawe! party was
reported by them to have passed down shortly
before. I am potenongh versed in the theory of
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omens to judge whether the croakings of a funcreal
party of raveng, perched on a dead tree near the

river; which we heard, were gepulehral forebodings
or maonitione of mortality instinetively exeited Ly
the nppearence of o doctor to their prophetis eyes.

By noou wo wera at Wausanks lLend. Instead
of donbling thelong narrow promontory on the wa-
ter, we trod the porlago across its base. We in-
tended dining there.  When we eamped thers
before, we were swarnued on by the most multitn-
dinong and revensus mosguitoes of the whels
journey,  And Row, ao seoner wers out packs Latd
down, than flying legions of the bleod-thirsty fiends
encoinpasged us roand shout.  Among the Jeaders
of the winged lancers, we recognized that demon
vampyre of the gory heet and of his apecics, the
allinipper. The cnset was too muneh for us, and
the demoralized party fled the field and rallied ou u
further point.

We went through the Long Reach, which is a
heantlfnl straight end wide perspective of river
scanery.  I[natead of having his esthetic sensililitien
moved, 887 an Limpressienable voyager wonld, by
sueh blended charma of wood sod etream, High was
ecized with a sudden demeuntiz or idiosynerssy of
propulsion, He gresped Thelmnlt’s paddle, and
with it enthusiastically buffeted the water, wield-
ing it rapidly, like an orchestra leader ewaying Lie
baton in sllegrs pasaages of the score. The cance,
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under his vlgomns impulaion, jerked nhend in gal-
lant style

Hismode of paddling, theugh, was mther exhane-
tive and not likely to be long-winded, He bended
forward to plunge the paddle ap to the handle, and
then throwing Limeelt’ back, ewung a deep, long
back stroke, making the water swirl, snd “in con-
volution swift the {eathered eddy float,” when he
lifted out the blade at the end of the sweep. The
eccentricity of performance that most eoncerned me
was, however, tbe over-shifiing of the paddle from
one to the other side. It acattered the drip from it
over me a8 if from & shower-batlh, und with copicus
dampening effects on the cargo, to suy nothing of the.
danger of my erown being banged by some of its
wayward motions, His Innaey of paddling, though
exciting solicitnda, was mnusing. It fiekled The-
bault and FPaol more than hie pickersl experiment
with the red fly and equivocal venison. However
we conld ell see thef, with the necessary practice,
High bus & great future before him as & paddler.
Brt a mile of this Lexlth-litt fook the wind cut
of him, .

Inst above the Relay Ionse mapids, there was an
Endian's eastle of bark, The faieily linen bung oat
te dry.  Thizs wae a token, if net of o much clean-
liness as is next te godliness, at least of the red
inmatez having reached the saponaceons stage of
civilization. A copper-sheathed Stentor on shore
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hailed ¢ur boys in & tone lond enongh for a
camp-raeeting preacher. Their reply was soifp
voeg compuratively, DBut they held o parley in
tongenes unknown to na. It appeared that the sten.
torisn aborigine was Jim Kagootash, a brother of
our suxilisary Kaquotashes, He told of a wegwding
man who had passed down but little in advance
of ua. This we knew to be Dr. Andrews, We
hoped to ron him down and to extend to him the
Lospitalities of our camp for the night, or, if his
Lospitalities were 1muvre liberal than onrs, that is,
if his sornueepia was less impoverished than our
cornuccpis, t¢ permit onreelves to be invited to go
snacks with him. Dot the Grand Rapids separated
us.  We navigated them safely, but slowly, and in
doing so grazed Jow submerged rocks, rubbed on
atones, ent through breskers and sometimes stnek
on flate.

The lazt camnp of the formar trip, at Twin Ieland,
the poor demesne of Yellow Dogr, was a wratched
one, with torrents of rain, and the mosquiioes of
all out-of-deors. Dut the Tast camp of this trip
wag attended with all the charm of onr roughing
and tenting all the way round abunt. It waz onn
high bank of clearing, a sward smooth and hand-
gome a8 8 lawn ; not far over on the otler side
was & fine alluvial natural meadow; overshadowing
the tent, a splended, solitary pine tree, donbiless
sparad from the axe for its etateliness.  From this,
we naned onr encamprent Lone Pine Camp.
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The air was soft, pure and bahny. When twi-
light deepened into dark, we stretched on the grass,
on the brink of tha river, snd watchod the stars
glimmering and quivering reflexly in the streain,
and heard the whip-poor-wills whistling to their
mates, and whip-poor-will notes echoing back
again. We revalled the many incidents and nnal-
lored delightz of both our tripe, and were loth
to realize that this wae to De the last of our mid-
enmmer nighte in onr companionship with natnre,
With a touch of centiment we vislded, finally, to
the stillnese and the ealm, and, with our pipes whif-
fing their clonding odors sbout, mnaed snd lapsed
into the veveries of wayward faney,. The moon roes
bhehind we, It beams tipped the forest, over thers,
fronting ua in grim sileace, like ao array of dark,
weird, embattled phantoms, and their deep dreaper-
18 of shadow vanished, aud all the wood shone into
shiapes of golden light and beauty.

We lingered late and long, 50 a3 to enjoy the
charm and glories of the swmmer night. The
seene was about to chanwe, Al the way we had
been free from shop. Even in sleep Queen Mab
had not galloped her team of atomies over our
lawyer” fingers to inake ws straight dream of
fees. Dut now that we were going back to shop,
all shop, and shop at all times, was, perhaps, the
dark thread in the weaving of our reverics. We
made prepatation for an early start by packing our
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luggage and paraphernalia for the last home port-
aze, then to be laid aside, like armor taken off and
hung up during the eslm of peace.

Binee the greeat fira of 1871, which, like a destroy-
ing angel, amote the forests of far-extending regions
with & blast of flame, the Jower twenty miles of the
river are stripped of 4l woodland beanty. Euorent
gnd blackened etems of branelileas trees, without
shade enongh of foliage, excopt a rava emall ossis of
spreading green, to cover a eamnping party, with few
and far between hutz and cabine, mark with desela-
tign thie part of tharoute.  For this reszon, and from
the burning glare of the sun, our descent of that
day was the exceptional eoursing of the voyage un-
attended with charm, eoinfort or plessnre. We
had Dr. Aodrews and party in sight a long way
down fhe river, in the van of 12, We overhanled
him only at the head of the log-jam, thres miles from:
Mariette and Menomiuee, wiere further passage
wes apparently blocked. He, with his sons, was
gitting on the bank, at full stop, with Lis skiff at
tmy, in much perplexity.

Thera is no eritieal or delicate case of surgery
that conld confose or bewilder the sinent enrgeon,
Lt hers was a dilemma too mueh for a1l his seictce
and skill. It was evidently to him a eese like Mer-
cutio’s wound, * past all surgery.” DBut omr boys
were equsl to the emergeney.  As lorpers and log-
drivers, a chiaos and muddle of Hoated pines wera
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no. novelty or Lopeless dead-lock to them. They
hopped and skipped from one undalatery and roll-
ing log to another, far enongh down to take in the
sitnation, They started the logs afloat, and by
Jegrees got thoso that barred our way deployed and
going aspread, so that in the raps opened we could
make way and tide along with the floating mass.
The doctor and hia bont threaded throngh in oor
wake. The skiff was built by his own sona.  Init
they and he had ernieed the river as high az Dud-
water, merely for a vacation tonr, in seareh of the
[ficturesque, to rongh it, and to realize the hygisne
of open air, of gnwmer skies and of forest lite,

We advanced along with the immense fleet of
logs for nearly a mile, hemmed in sometimes in
peril of & ernsh, like arctic boats in moving floes
of ice. But at length the floating ceased. The
logs began te cowpact inmovably into o hopeless
jam. We lind nothing left s to do but to lift out
snd unload the eance, and portage it and the equip-
age over the loge to shore, to be teamed thence
& couple of miles to Marinette. ot and glaring as
was the day, the tramp was not formidable to ue,
then well vsed to footing distances, and we mude
oor way on fooi.  In good season we shook off the
dust of omr feet at tle Danlap House, not inapt
for a plentiful meal at the first tap of the dinner-
gﬂl'lg.

Cedant arma foge.  Onr vacation aud onr tour
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were ended.  From the wood In nature’s onbroken
luxoriance and repose, to the stir and whirl of city
life; fiom the canoe, one of the enrliest eontri-
vahees of primitive man for boating, to the Pull-
man palace-car, the Intest nnd perfect scheme for
easing, soothing and luzmriating travel; frown the
trivial fatignes of the portage to the serious
burdens of daily toil;—these were onr extrema
transitions of a single day.

Thres of ue, lawyers, in the early August, wear-
ied of labor, threw off the profeasional harness snd
songcht freedom of action, rest, health and recre-
ation—io have a good time. We knew where and
how to find it, andd wa had found it in exuberance
of satisfuction, We had left por librucy books to
find more animating and living books in the run-
ning brooks, sermoni in the stones nnd good in
everything, Our outfit was simple, but enough,
&nd not overburdensome in the canoe or om the
portage.  Our train of Indian sitendants was more
and better than we expected; all of them were
ready and eager to do their wtmost in their parts
and sphers, and, a8 we believe, mutnal sttachments
have entwinad them and v se fiiends for all time.
Our adizuz with them were warm with the sincer-
ity of friendliness.

Awd so, looking back over our excnrsion, in which
could be recalled no single jar or diseordance in the
commaon fellowship of the party—without & growl
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or murinnr of complaint, or even o phyeical pain
or mishap to be remembered, the only regret being
that of a too early severauce or separation whils on-
the ronte—we feli and were at peace of mind and
reat of body, content with cach other and ouraclves.
And sl ware ready o join in the spirit of the eloaing
words of the fisher and hunier in good old Izaak
Whalton's book, “Lat the blessing of 8t Poter’s
muster be mine and upon all that are. Jovers of
virtue, and dare trest in lis providence and be

quiet and go a-sogling”
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