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INTRODUCTION. 

THE following Reports concerning the philanthropies of Wisconsin Women 

were collected for the National volume. They are, however, deemed appro­

priate to accompany the annals of the latest labor of love accomplished by 

the women of our Commonwealth — namely, the records of Centennial organi­

zations. 

These papers, with the exception of one, were written by women. 

We are aware that these pages do not contain all the names of institutions 

or individuals worthy of a place in them, but they are all that could be ob­

tained in the short period allotted for the work. 

In some instances, no response has been made to appeals for the data 

necessary for a correct report. These failures may have arisen, from the mod­

esty which "does good by stealth and blushes to find it fame," or from not 

appreciating the value of the Record, which embalmed by " t he art preserva­

tive of all arts," shall bear its testimony to coming centuries. 

Considering the youth of our State, we are confident she is not behind her 

elder sisters, in noble women and sublime charities, and we are proud to add 

our Memorial as Wisconsin's stone in the monument this Centennial celebra­

tion is building to the honor and praise of the good and true of our sex. 

A. B. B. 
MADISON, W I S . , April 18, 1876. 





CENTENNIAL EECOEDS 

WOMEN OF WISCONSIN. 

TAYLOE O E P I I A N ASYLUM. 

Tins INSTITUTION is located three miles southwest of the ci t j 

of Eacine, Eacine Co., Wis. I t was founded by Mrs. EMELINE 

A. TAYLOE, widow of ISAAC TAYLOR, late of Eacine, and in pur­

suance of his wishes. 

The thii'd item of Mrs. TAYLOE'S will reads as follows: 

" Titird. I give and devise unto Mrs. C. E. DYBE, Mrs. MAROAKET P E H I N E , 
Mrs. GEORGE MUIUIAY, Mrs. JOHN F . GOOLD, Mrs. JOHN TAPLEY of the county 

of Racine, state of Wisconsin, the sum of thirty thousand dollars, to hold in trust 
to erect an orphan asylum in or near the city of Racine, in the county of Racine, 
Wisconsin, and to support the same. Said asylum to be open for the reception of 
all oi-phan cliUdrcn in -said county, and such other poor, neglected and destitute 
children as the managers, by law or their rales, may agi-ee to receive. Said trust 
fund to be paid to such asylum as soon as one shall be duly incorporated and 
legally empowered to receive and use said fund for tlie purposes above specified, 
lliis bequest is made as a memorial to tire memory of my late husband, IsA^ic 
TAYLOK, and in fulfillment of his wishes." 

The thirty-eighth item of the will gave and devised all the 

residue and remainder of the estate of Mrs. TAYLOE to the 

Taylor Orphan Asylum. 
1 
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The will also provides that the ladies named should elect, 

annually, four male members to act with the trustees as a board 

of directors. 

On the 8th day of June, 18G7, the trustees organized the cor­

poration. The directors then purchased a farm of about forty 

acres of land, and erected an asylum building thereon, which 

was opened for the reception of children in July, 1872. On 

June 2d, 1875, the corporation had funds on interest, secured by 

notes and mortgages on real estate and municipal bonds, to the 

amount of $132,354.70. 

The board is required to render an account to the circuit 

court at the first day of the March term in each year. 

The institution is under the efficient management of Mrs. 

IIoBSON, as matron, late in charge of the Half-Orphan Asylum, 

of Chicago, 111. She is assisted in her duties by Miss AMELIA 

PiPEE, who is the teacher in charge of the school. 

The institution provides a cheerful and comfortable school­

room, also, a chapel in which Eev. Dr. JAMES DEKOVEN, or one 

of the professors of Eacine College, holds service every Sunday 

afternoon. There are, at present, forty-three children in the in­

stitution, of whom forty-one attend school. There are con­

stantly employed six female servants in the asylum, and one 

farm laborer who, with the aid of the boys, cultivates the gar­

den and farm. 

I t is the wish of the managers of this asybmi to give the 

children under their care such instruction as shall make them 



C E N T E N N I J V L EECOEDS. S 

self-reliant and industrious; to surround them by influences 

which shall develop their moral character and make them useful 

members of society; to give them such a home that they will 

always remember, with gratitude and afi^ection, the names of 

Mr. and Mrs. TAYLOE. 

Mrs. CiiAS. E. DYEE. 
RACINE, March 22, 187-5. 

MILWAUKEE HOME F O E THE FEIENDLESS. 

THE MILWAUKEE HOME FOE THE EEIENDLESS was organized in 

October, 1867, by a small band of ladies who, by experience in 

pri\-ate cliarities, were convinced of the necessity of sucli an in­

stitution. It was intended to provide a temporary refuge for 

friendless and destitute women and children; to find for the 

former employment, and for the latter good Christian homes; to 

assist and encourage those who are forsaken and faltering on the 

way, and to throw the infiuence of a genuine home around all 

Avho come under its care. Its successful operation for more 

than eight years afibrds proof of its usefulness and confirms the 

judgment of its founders. After procuring a charter from the 

legislature, a house was rented on Cass street, and the institu­

tion was opened for the reception of inmates in ISTovember, 

1SG7. The board of managers and officers were as follows: 
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President — Mrs. C. A. K E E L E R . 

Vice President—Mrs. G. P. H E W I T T . 
Secretary—Miss M. BLANCIIAKD. 

Treasurer — Mrs. JOHN NAZRO. 

Mrs. J. H. ROGERS. 

Mrs. C D . BiGEi^ow, 
Mrs. N. STORKS, 

Mrs. S. D. ARNOLD, 

Mrs. J. B. JuDSON, 
Mrs. ClIAS. BiGELOW, 
Mrs. J. H. TWEEDY, 

Mrs. W .̂ H. GARLICK, 

Managers : 

Mrs. J. SERCOMB, 

Mrs. H. H. BUTTON, 

Mrs. T. H. JuDD, 
Mrs. H. CHASE, 

Mrs. A. GtREEN, 
Mrs. G. F. AUSTIN, 

Mrs. J. G. INBUSCII, 

Mrs. JOHN PLANKINGTON, 

Mrs. J. DOWNER, Mrs. A. H. 

^ 
Mrs. M. ROWNDT, 

Mrs. J. C. COUBMAN, 

Mrs. E. R. PEROOUS, 

Mrs. T. M. GWYNNE. 

Mrs. M. P . J E W E T T , 

Mrs. J. C. SPENCER, 

Mrs. G. B . M I N E R , 

Mrs. J. HiLES, 
GARDNER. 

At the close of the first year, Mrs. HEWITT and Miss BLANCH-

AED having resigned, Mrs. J . DOAVNEE succeeded as vice presi­

dent, and Mrs. W. L. DANA as secretary, and, at various times, 

the following ladies have been added to the board of managers: 

Mrs. G. E. COLLINS, 

Mrs. J . J. TALLMADGE, 

Mrs. E. D. HoLTON, 
Mrs. LEWIS BLAKE, 

Mrs. A. FOLLANSBEE, 

Mrs. LEVI KELLOGG, 

Mrs. W. G. BENEDICT, 

Mrs. J, MAGIB, 

Mrs. W. C. DuRANT, 
Mrs. D. W. BLANCHARD, 

Mrs. J. A. DuTCHER, 
Mrs. C. WiiiTCOMB, 
Mrs. JosBUH MANN, 

Mrs. C. H. LEUTHSTROM, 

Mrs. D. W. BROWN. 

Miss E. MisNER, 
Miss A B B I E OGDBN, 

Miss L . PLANKINGTON, 

Miss T. A. G R E E N E , 

Mrs. W M . E . SMITH, 

Mrs. DAVID ADLER, 

Mrs. L . EVERINGHAM, Mrs. E D W I N H Y D E . 

The growth of this charity has been constant and healthful, 

commending itself to the public by its record of good accom­

plished. 

Its financial affairs have been conducted on thorough business 

principles. I t is supported by annual contributions from the 
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merchants and other charitable citizens, giving a regular income 

wliich has thus far prevented the necessity of fairs and other la­

borious entertainments. 

The receipts from these subscriptions during the year ending 

October 1, 1875, amounted to $2,317.25. Occasional appropria­

tions from the state legislature have given substantial and needed 

assistance. A house and lot on Yan Buren street were pur­

chased in 1869, to which additions have been made, although in 

the constant increase of applicants its accomodations are greatly 

overtaxed. The statistics give but a meager outline of the work. 

Since the organization of the Home, 2,370 inmates have been 

cared for, clothing in large quantities has been furnished to the 

needy, tickets or passes supplied to unfortunate travelers, homes 

provided for more than 50 children, families assisted to com­

mence housekeeping, situations procured for servants and an in­

finite variety of aid extended to all forms of misery and help­

lessness. 

There is no distinction of sect or nationality, no certificate of 

character is necessary, only the assurance of actual need is re­

quired to gain admission. 

In April, 1873, the work was extended by the addition of the 

Young Woman's Home. This department was opened for the 

purpose of providing for those young women without homes in 

the city whose wages are inadequate to meet their necessary ex­

penses. For the payment of $2.60 per week, a sum wliich sim­

ply covers the actual cost, they are supplied with the comforts of 
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a home, and are sjjared the trials and temptations in'cideiit to 

cheaj) boarding houses. 

The ofiice of Matron was filled for three years and a half by 

Mrs. M. P. WHITCOMB, who was succeeded by Miss HELEN MY'-

EicK, a lady who possesses rare and admirable qualification for 

the ditficult duties of her position. 

The scope of this charity widens year by year, the demands 

for assistance increase more rapidly than the limited means of 

the institution, and plans for the future greatly exceed the 

achievements of the past. 
Mrs. WILLIAM L . DANA, 

• Secretary. 

BELOIT CHAEITIES. 

THE CONGEEGATIONAL WOMAN'S MISSIONAEY SOCIETY is auxili­

ary to the State Society which is an auxiliary of the National 

Board of Foreign Missions. Mrs. M. BEIOGS WILLIAMS, Miss 

MAEY- POETEE, Mrs. EMMA DICKENSON SMITH, went from Beloit 

to l^orth China as missionaries. " Their works do praise them." 

The amount raised, one dollar each member, is divided pro rata 

between foreign and home missions. Many boxes of clothing 

have been prepared by this society and sent to missionaries' 

families. 

The young ladies have a separate organization. The Metho-
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dist Baptist and Presbyterian churches have similar organiza­

tions. 

During the late rebellion the Beloit Sanitary Aid Society was 

composed of these same ladies who belong to these various mis­

sionary societies, and was considered one of the most efiicient in 

the state. 

Several pupils in foreign lands are supported by the contribu­

tions of the Sabbath Schools of Beloit. 
ANNA KEEP. 

WISCOJN"SII^ INSTITUTION F O E THE EDUCATION 

OF THE BLIND. 

THIS INSTITUTION is located in the city of Janesville, and is a 

state charity, free to all the blind who come under its regula­

tions. 

For the past year its superintendent has been Mrs. SAEAH F . 

C. LITTLE, who succeeded her husband in this office, which he 

had most honorably filled the last thirteen years of his life. 

Mrs. LITTLE, by reason of her cooperation and entire sympathy 

with her husband in the management of the work, was deemed 

by its board of trustees more competent to bring to successful 

issue the plans formed for the best interests of the institution 

than any other person. 

i h e first year of Mrs. LITTLE'S administration has passed, and 
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her qualifications for the office have stood the scrutiny of those 

who have in trust the supervision of the state charities. They 

award her a high meed of praise, and " gladly bear testimony to 

the character and efficiency of her work." 

The institution numbers eighty-four pupils; and to those fa­

miliar with blind asylums and their internal life, it need not be 

explained what varied qualities of head and heart are required 

by the superintendent of such an establishment to give harmony 

and completeness to the whole. 

, The wisdom and decision of a legislator, the moral principle 

and culture of a teacher, and the tenderness of a mother, are all 

unitedly requisite in the head of a home for those unfortunate 

ones who are denied life's sweetest boon — to whom nature has 

given "eyes that roll in vain to find light's piercing ray, and 

find no dawn." Let Wisconsin women be proud of the achieve­

ments of Mrs. SAEAH F . C . LITTLE. 

When appointed to this field of labor, Mrs. LITTLE was the 

only woman in our whole country upon whom such an onerous 

task had devolved. Since then the state of New York has fol­

lowed our example, and placed upon Mrs. LOED, of Batavia, the 

mantle of her husband. Dr. LOED, long superintendent of the 

blind institution in that place. Such things demonstrate two 

steps of progress in the world's history: First—^that executive 

gifts are found to be not bestowed on one sex alone, but may ex­

ist and be combined with womanly grace and feminine propri­

ety. Secondly — that woman is, by the liberal culture of the 
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age finding herself on the same intellectual platform as man — 

and that while she accords to him superior strength of muscle, 

powers of endurance, and capacity to battle with the wild forces 

of nature and the brute passions of men, she rejoices in a day 

in which, by mechanical inventions, she is relieved of much 

tedious and long-suffering domestic labor, and which thus equal­

izes her lot, giving her time for the highest development, and an 

opportunity to stand in her appropriate place, by creation's 

fiat — a help-meet for man. A. B. B. 

MASISOS, WIS., March 8,1876. , , . 

NOTE. — Since writing the aboye It has been aiicertained that Mrs. L. has superintended 
the erection of the new building, and made herself familiar with all the workings of its 
steam engine, so as to he able to ascertain and direct needful repairs. 

THE "CADLE HOME," 

A N ASYLUM for orphans, for homeless and destitute persons, 

located at Green Bay, Wis., was organized May 1, 1872, although 

the Women's Society of Christ Church had worked for its estab­

lishment from 1866. I t was opened in January, 1874; was 

named Cadle Home in memory of the earliest Protestant Mis­

sionary of this region. 

Since its opening it has relieved 147 persons, of all ages, from 

the infant born within its walls to the aged of 90 years and 

older. Although under the management of the Episcopal 
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Church, its benefits are extended to any one destitute or home­

less, irrespective of creed. 

I t is wholly supported by gifts of the charitable and proceeds 

of women's work. 

In addition to the Home, a hospital building has been added, 

in 1875, capable of accommodating sixty or more patients, all to 

be maintained by woman's work. Prominent in establishing 

and maintaining this work have been Mrs. C. D. EOBINSON, Miss 

M. A. SMITH, Mrs. E. S. WHITNEY, and indeed the entire board 

of managers have worked as for their own dearest and best ob­

ject in life. 
Board of Managers. 

Mrs. J. S. BAKER, 1st Directress. Mrs. Dr. COWET, 

Miss H E L E N CARSWELL, 2d Directress. Mrs. A. G. HOLMES, 

Mrs. E . S . W H I T N E Y , Treasurer. Mrs. E. TYLER, 

Mrs. Dr. AYHES, Secretary. Mrs. F . P. I R W I N , 

Mrs. J . W H I T N E Y . 

MILWAUKEE COLLEGE. 

THIS INSTITUTION was reorganized, on a plan somewhat pecu­

liar, in the spring of 1850, from a school founded by Mrs. L. A. 

PAESONS two years before. 

The theory was furnished by Miss C. E. BEEOHEE, and her in­

fluence secured to the school, during the first twelve years of its 

existence, material funds to the value of at least $12,000. 
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The practical application of the theory was made under the 

supervision of Mrs. L. A. PAESONS and Miss M. MOETIMEE, who, 

after careful examination, were happy to devote themselves to 

this work. The plan for the school was as follows: 

1. The citizens of a large town, where a school is needed, shall 

organize a board of trustees, impartially representing the several 

religious denominations of the place; and this board shall as­

sume the responsibility of support for four well qualified teach­

ers. These teachers shall be nominated first by the association 

represented by Miss BEECIIEE, afterwards vacancies shall be 

filled by the nomination of the remaining teachers; all nomina­

tions being siibmitted for approval to the board of trustees. 

2. The fom* teachers shall constitute a Facility., each being 

the head of a given department, and no one having control over 

the others. Questions of general interest to the school shall be 

settled by a vote of the faculty, one of whom, at their discretion, 

may be chosen to an ofiice corresponding to that of President 

of a college. 

No large boarding establishment was to be connected with the 

school. The plan proposed in the future, three additional de­

partments— the Normal, the Health and Domestic depart­

ments. 

Friends gathered to the new enterprise — Mrs. BYEON, Mrs. 

Dr. LAPHAM, Mrs. A. D. SMITH, now all passed to their reward, 

Mrs. G. P . HEWITT, Mrs. Dr. GEEEVES, Mrs. W. P . FLANDEES 

and others, earnest in labor and self denial. In 1851, the school 
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was incorporated as the "Milwaukee Normal Institute and 

High School." In 1852, the building since occupied by the 

school was erected at a cost of $5,000. The plan for this, and 

$600, were furnished by Miss BEECHEE. Some funds were 

raised abroad because of interest excited in the plan of the 

school, and some were raised by scholarships issued at ruinously 

low prices. The school took a recess while the building was in 

process of erection, and during this time Miss BEECHEE and 

Miss MOETIMEE, in consultation with other members of the 

American Womati's Educational Association, revised the 

course of study for the schools, examined text books and made 

out more fully and clearly their system for elevating woman and 

educating the children of the land. Leading educators were 

consulted. The new course of study aimed to develop all the 

powers, and at the same time to fit the pupil for the life which 

comes after school. 

Miss MOETIMEE was nominated by the association to the Nor­

mal Department, which, beside the proper duties belonging to 

this position, required her to give instruction to teachers and 

young ladies designing to be teachers, not members of the insti­

tution, and also to superintend the instruction in all depart­

ments. The endowment was now so far begun, that Miss MOE-

TIMEE'S salary was pledged by the association. On her return to 

Milwaukee, in the autumn of 1852, to meet the outside demand 

for a " H e a d " to the school, the teachers decided to nominate a 

president or principal, and Miss MOETIMEE was chosen. The 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 1 3 

various nominations for the new year were confirmed by the 

trustees, and in October, with a full board of teachers and a 

goodly number of pupils, the school was reopened in the new 

building. The plan of the school was carefully explained to the 

new teachers, and all worked in their appropriate departments 

of responsibility and instruction with zeal and harmony. The 

board of teachers at this time was as follows: 

MARY MOBTIMER, Normal Department, and Teacher of Moral and Mental 
Science. 

LUCY PARSONS, Classification, and Teacher of History and Geography. 
AMANDA LOOMIS, Government, and Teacher of Mathematics and Natural Science. 
JULIETTE MILLARD, Accounts and Records, and Teacher of English Language 

and Literature. 
ELIZABETH W A K N E B , Primary School, and Teacher of Drawing. 

During the year 166 different pupils were on the roll, and the 

new plan was working to the entire satisfaction of the teachers. 

Each was supreme in her own department, while no one was 

burdened with the care of all matters pertaining to the school, 

and questions of general interest were readily settled by a vote 

of the teachers. Complete prosperity was hindered by a debt 

upon the building, by insufficient and inferior furniture and fix­

tures, and by deficiency of income to meet necessary expenditures. 

From these causes troublesome days came. Several teachers 

left from insufficient or unpaid salaries, and the college plan of 

departments was for a time invaded, and might have been given 

up entirely had it not been for aid received from the association 

at the east, and that some of the teachers were ready to make 

sacrifices for it. 

y 
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In 1853, at the suggestion of the President of the Board of 

Trustees, Dr. LAPHAM, though opposed by the teachers as too 

I pretentious, the name of the institution was changed to Mil-

vMukee Female College, and about the same time, Mrs. P A E ­

SONS, the founder of the school, and perhaps hitherto its most 

deeply interested friend, resigned her place in it, to aid in organ­

izing a school on the same plan in another place. 

The next year, a successful effort was made to improve the 

financial condition of the institution. The scholarships were 

given up, and new subscriptions were made, more than sufficient 

for what were deemed needed improvements. A small surjilus 

was left in the treasury. 0 . H. WALDO, Esq., Dr. LAPHAM, 

Hon. W. P. LYNDE and others, gentlemen and ladies, were active 

in this progress. A period of prosperity followed, with a full 

faculty of teachers, according to the plan, and a school ranging 

in numbers from 168 to 180. 

In 1857, when the school was at its highest prosperity thus 

far, and had a board of teachers competent to conduct it to still 

better things, with their several departments carefully defined. 

Miss MOETIMEE resigned, and though opposed by trustees, teach­

ers and others, left. The financial crisis of that year soon fol­

lowed, and for this cause and others, for which the teachers in 

charge connot be held responsible, the college during the next 

^ six years was not on the whole very prosperous. The largest 

class that had yet completed the course of study, however, was 

graduated under the leading teachers of those years. Misses M. 
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E. and C. E. CHAPIN, and a tasteful and commodious dwelling 

for the teachers and about ten pupils, was erected on the college 

grounds, from funds brought by Miss BEECHEE towards a prom­

ised endowment. 

On account of the insufficiency of the income of the school 

to meet its outgo, the premises were, in 1863, leased to Prof. S. . ^/ 

S. SHEEMAN, a gentleman of financial responsibility and of expe- \ 

rience and reputation as a teacher. This change led to a contest 

with the association at the east, wliich held a bond from the 

trustees that the original plan of the institution should be 

adhered to. At the close of three years, this contest was settled 

by the resignation of Prof. SHEEMAN, and the return of Miss 

MOETIMEE, with full permission from the Board of Trustees to 

restore the old plan. But the debt of the institution was now 

$3,000, treble what it had been when Miss CHAPIN left, valuable 

repairs had been made, and contrary to the spirit and design of 

the original plan, and to her wishes and convictions of what 

was wisest and best, it was insisted that Miss M. should take the 

same lease which Prof. SHEEMAN had held. 

The association, however, consented to this arrangement, and 

Miss M. began her work with the full intention of getting rid 

of this lease and placing the institution under the control of 

some board as soon as possible. She restored the departments 

of the past, and the course of study with small modification, 

and the school opened well. 

The next year, funds were raised for improvements and addi-
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tions, among them a two story addition to the college building, 

50 by 25 feet, for gymnasium, studio and music rooms. 

In 1868, by the active exertion of Miss MOETIMEE, three 

ladies, Mrs. W. D E L . LOVE, Mrs. W. P . LYNDE and Mrs. JOHN 

NAZEO were elected members of the board of trustees, and the 

next year the number of lady trustees was increased to five. 

During the six years for which Miss M. held the lease of the 

college premises, other improvements were made, and the small 

library, sent in the early days by the association, was much in­

creased, and the school was prosperous and gave general satis­

faction. 

In 1872, the lease expired and Miss MOETIMEE was invited to 

consent to its renewal for five years. She, in return, renewed 

arguments and entreaties before made, against leasing the col­

lege to any one, and urged the board to resume the responsible 

charge of it. Failing in this, she urged the ladies in the board. 

to at least share this charge with her. They also declined and, 

very unwillingly. Miss M. consented to the renewal of the lease, 

on condition that the rent, hitherto $500 per annum, should be 

remitted, and that either j)arty should be released at the close of 

any year by giving six months' notice. The conditions were ac­

cepted, and Miss M. and her associates went on with their work. 

But still failing to relieve herself of the variety of responsibil­

ities which rested upon her, Miss MOETIMEE gave notice at the 

close of the year, that she should retire after one more year's 

service. She labored with the trustees to make tamely arrange-
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ments for the future prosperity of the school, and when, after 

much delay, they chose Prof. 0 . S. FAEEAE, of Vassar College, 

to be her successor, she labored faithfully to make all ready for 

him. 

He required, and the friends of the institution felt it necessa­

ry, that a fund should be raised to pay off the old debt of $3,000 

and to renovate the buildings. Miss M. was one of the most 

active and successful agents in securing pledges for $1,000, and 

in July, 1874, she left, and Prof. FAEEAE took charge of the in­

stitution. 

This period seems to form such a crisis in the progress of the 

Milwaukee College as makes it fitting to gather up what has 

been valuable in its past, beside, the Woman's Centennial Com­

mittee demand it. 

During the quarter of a century this institution has been 

struggling through many, and, often very depressing difficulties, 

to elevate the standard of female education, at the same time to 

aid in the work of educating the girls of Milwaukee and Wis­

consin, it has had under its instruction, not less, it is confidently 

believed, than 1,500 pupils, of Avhom 120 completed its course 

of study. I t has been a civilizing infiuence of no mean import­

ance in this city and state. 

In closing this sketch, it is desired to call attention to the fea­

tures more or less peculiar and original in the work accom­

plished: 

1. Though the men of Milwaukee, especially Hon. O. H. 
3 
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WALDO, who deserves, above all others, honorable mention for 

thoughtful, faithful and persistent effort, did much, the enter­

prise has been eminently designed and carried on by and for wo­

man. 

2. I t has sought to develop the broadest and best education 

for its pupils. Its course of study recognized the three fold na­

ture of the human mind — scientific, aesthetic and moral, and, 

from the first, made earnest endeavors for a symmetrical devel­

opment of all the bodily and mental powers. That some suc­

cess has been attained in physical culture is evidenced in the 

fact that, up to the time of the close of this sketch, only two of 

\ its graduates, the first of whom completed their course in 1850, 

', so far as known, had died, and for the remaining 118, the writer 

feels safe in claiming more than the average health of women. 

Many of these are now filling positions of great influence and 

importance to the best interests of this and other states. 

3. This institution, through all its history, has maintained its 

unsectarian character, no religious denominations, as such, hav­

ing had any control over it, yet it has been decidedly Christian. 

The bible, as a book of history, morals and religion, has been 

carefully and systematically taught, and an original course of 

lessons, including the history of the other principal religions of 

the world and closing with the moral and historical evidences of 

Christianity, has been given to the senior classes. 

4. Careful regard has been had to the life before the pupil 

after leaving school. For this, even at the sacrifice of some 
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hio-her mathematics and Latin for those whose time in school 

was limited, a fuller and more carefully arranged course in His­

tory and Literature than was or is usual in American schools of 

any grade, has been taught, and the effort has been persistently 

made to bridge over the chasm between the sciences studied in 

school and their application in life. Weekly classes have been 

arranged for all the school, in which life, its duties, its trials, 

and the qualifications necessary to meet these were considered 

and discussed, and the dignity of labor and the obligations of all 

to be industrious, economical, and sincere were urged. Domes­

tic economy as a science and art, was in some small degree 

taught, the tyranny of fashion was resisted, and excellence, 

rather than popularity or material reward, was taught. 

5. Earnest efforts were made to extend the educating influence 

of the institution beyond its immediate pupils. For this, the 

mothers of these and other ladies were gathered together to con­

sider questions pertaining to education in general, and especially 

to discuss questions relating to the interests of the college, 

classes in history and esthetics were formed which these ladies 

were invited to join, and many availed themselves of the oppor­

tunity. 

MILWAUKEE, March 15,1876. • ' 
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LOUISE M A N N I N G HODGKINS, 
Preceptress and Instructress in French and History in Lawrence University. 

THIS LADY-, one of the most successful and efficient teachers 

which Wisconsin has ever had, was born in the town of Ipswich, 

Mass., August 5, 1846. Her home training was of the very 

best, and after a few years in the public schools, she became a 

pupil in the Ipswich Female Seminary, then as now under the 

management of MES. COWLES, and then as now among the prom­

inent schools of New England. She subsequently spent some 

time at the seminary in Pennington, N . J., pursuing some 

special studies, and finally entered the Wesleyan Academy at 

Wilbraham, Mass. There she graduated in 1870, being one of 

the very best scholars in her class. In addition to the usual 

curriculum, she had given much extra attention to the French 

language, and had become proficient in music. 

Immediately after her graduation she accepted the position of 

second lady teacher in Lawrence University. She began her 

labor in the fall term of 1870, giving instruction in English 

branches in addition to French and Botany. She early evinced 

remarkable aptitude and skill as an instructor by readiness of 

invention, the freshness imparted to whatever subject she might 

have in hand, and the constant enthusiasm inspired in her pu­

pils in respect to their studies. Teaching with her is clearly a 

matter of agreeable choice, and not merely the necessity of hav­

ing nothing to do. 
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After four years in this position, she was, in 1874, on the res­

ignation of MISS EVANS, elected Preceptress. With a somewhat 

higher range of work and large responsibilities in the way of 

government, she gave evidence of increasing competence and 

skill. Few teachers have ever been connected with the institu­

tion who have made a reputation so brilliant, or achieved a suc­

cess so complete. As a governess, both in her classes and over 

the ladies in general, she has few superiors. I t is that sort of 

government in which obedience and respect are almost sponta­

neously exercised without being felt as unpleasantly obligatory. 

There is in it both the natural familiarity which elicits the con­

fidence and aflfection of the pupils, and the equally natural dig­

nity which makes all rudeness and unseemliness of behavior 

nearly impossible. 

MISS HODGKINS' scholarship is varied, thorough, and some­

what extensive, and it is kept fresh by constant culture and ac­

quisition. A woman of excellent and sensible tastes, of great 

refinement, of a vivacious temperament and ready conversational 

powers, she is fitted to be a valuable member of society. Her 

religious character is decided and clear, rational, and at the same 

time spiritual, involving a conscientious regard for duty, seek­

ing and using opportunities for good, and recognizing her re­

sponsibility in respect to any infiuence she may be able to exert, 

her action and example are most salutary and effective, both in 

the institution and in the community. 
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ST. CLAEA FEMALE ACADEMY, 

Founded at Benton, Wis., in 1846. 

LOCATION AND BUILDINGS. 

THIS ACADEMY is situated on the side of Sinsinawa Mound, 

Grant county, Wisconsin, in the extreme southwestern corner of 

the state, within the angle formed by the Mississippi river and 

the Illinois boundary line. Sinsinawa, in the Sioux dialect, is 

translated " Home of the Young Eagle," according to the testi­

mony of one of their aged chiefs who wandered to this spot some 

years ago to gaze sadly upon the former happy hunting grounds 

of his tribe. The eminence called the " Mound," according to 

the usual western phraseology, is a conical hill, rising about six 

hundred feet above the surrounding country, whose entire base 

has a radius of about six miles, and which forms a striking 

feature in the otherwise dead level of the prairie country; the 

slope is so gentle that the ascent is hardly perceptible until 

within about three hundred feet from the summit, when it rises 

quite suddenly in the form of a truncated cone, whose sides, 

swelling and sinking in long extended shallow valleys, and 

clothed with a magnificent growth of patriarchal oaks, make 

Sinsinawa Mound a landmark of which Wisconsin may well be 

proud. 

The building is upon the southern slope of the hill, and is 

thus sheltered from the sweeping north winds, which are the 
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severest trial of a j)rairie winter; it is about 129 feet below the 

summit, yet above the reach of the miasma from the river, and 

enjoys a remarkable degree of healthfulness. Since the erection 

of the present building in 1844, not one case of epidemic sick­

ness has occurred therein, a remarkable fact in consideration of 

the constantly changing household of an educational institution. 

Tliis marked healthfulness of site is largely taken advantage of 

during the hot season by invalids from the neighboring cities. 

At the base of the Mound fiows the Sinsinawa river, a pretty 

little stream with many windings. The summit of the Mound is 

capped by an outlying mass of Niagara limestone, a peculiar 

geological feature that has excited much interest among the 

savants of the northwest, as this group exists in but one other 

small space within the area of many hundred square miles, in 

fact within the entire limit of the lead region. I t gives a pecu­

liar castellated appearance to the flat top, as the character of the 

rock, sjplit as it is into parallel beds, irresistibly impresses one at 

first sight as colossal masonry. At the base of the Mound out­

side the limits of the estate owned by the academical body, there 

have been discovered within the past two years, several exceed­

ingly rich deposits of galena; no explorations for ore Iiave been 

made -ndtliin the inclosure, as the owners hesitate to sacrifice the 

beauty of situation of which they are so justly proud, by risking 

an attempt which might only end in disappointment. 

The grounds in front of the building are filled with an exten­

sive growth of Norway pine, cedar and arbor vitse, the finest and 



24 CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 

oldest growth of such trees in the state, set out about twenty 

years ago, they are now in the prime of their slow maturity; 

elsewhere in the grounds, nature has been left to herself, except­

ing in opening several smooth, wide la'WTis, as art would only mar 

the perfect beauty of the landscape. The entire estate comprises 

three hundred and sixty acres; the inclosure ihamediately sur­

rounding the academy, composing ornamental and recreation 

grounds, contains fifty acres. 

The academy was originally located at Benton, twelve miles 

further to the northeast, and a splendid sandstone structure was 

erected there for boarding school purposes, built in the form of 

a hollow quadrangle, after a plan in the European style by the 

founder, who was architect as well as superintendent of all the 

public buildings with which he was connected. In 1867, the 

present place was bought, as the position and rare healthfulness 

offered inducements superior even to the costly new stnicture. 

The present building is of sandstone from a quarry on the estate 

built in 1845; it is four stories in height, with an observatory of 

three additional stories, which, from the elevated position of the 

building, offers a fine view of smiling plains and the broad Mis­

sissippi. Adjoining the main building is another, erected as 

a hall for commencement day assemblies, concerts, lectures, etc., 

and capable of seating two thousand five hundred persons. A 

new and much larger building is loudly called for by the rapidly 

increasing needs of the school, but the general depression in 

money matters has caused its indefinite postponement. An ex-
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tensive cabinet of philosophical and astronomical apparatus is 

connected with the house, a large share of which was donated 

from the private resources of the founder; this collection is 

being annually increased as discoveries in science require. The 

entire range of buildings is heated by steam, the machinery 

having been in constant use for the past nine years, eight months 

at least of the year, yet needing no repairs, except the occasional 

insertion of a section of pipe; water is transmitted through the 

building by the same engine. 

HISTOEY OF ACADEMY. 

St. Clara Academy was founded in 1846 by Eev. SAMUEL 

MAZZUCHELLI, a native of Milan, Italy, where he was born in 

1806. Only son of a wealthy family, bankers for many genera­

tions in that city, he forsook all that wealth and infiuence could 

offer, and came to this country at the age of twenty-tAvo, one of 

the early pioneers of the wilderness. With a great mind, bril­

liant talents and vast learning, he carried out his early boyish 

dream of evangelizing the savage. This darling object of his 

heart he followed for many years, till the crying needs of his 

own race, then almost as destitute of Christian training in that 

part of the country, as his Indian neophytes, drew him to their 

assistance, and thenceforth, as sole pastor of all the tract now 

comprising Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota, able jurisconsult, to 

whose legal knowledge government authorities were glad to 

iiave recourse, scientific lecturer, architect of the whole north-
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west, as nearly all the church and court house buildings erected 

previously to the past ten years bear witness, he utilized the 

splendid gifts of his many-sided genius where, surely, there was 

vast need of it. The closing acts of his life, filled with more 

good works, with more steady and varied mental and physical 

labor than it would seem possible for one man to accomplish, 

was the foundation of a college in this state, and a female 

academy endowed with funds falling to his share as heir of a 

large Italian property. The latter institution, incorporated in 

1852, he placed under the charge of Dominican Sisters, imbibing 

the enterprising character of their founder, who foresaw and 

longed to provide for the needs of his adopted country, with a 

zeal and depth of comprehension which many of her native born 

sons seem unable either to possess or understand. Since his 

death in 1865, the institution has founded different branches in 

Chicago, Madison, Faribault and various other cities of the 

several adjoining states, where, in regularly graded schools are 

taught both sexes of all ages and classes. The experiment of 

teaching boys of fourteen and upwards was considered a hazard­

ous one by those who knew that in schools presided over by 

these ladies, there is no opportunity of a resort to masculine 

strength and authority in extreme cases, as in other large 

schools superintended by a male principal, but the oft-repeated 

and disputed assertion, that physical coercion in necessary in the 

government of boys seems to be refuted in this case at least, of a 

surety. The number of scholars taught in the several depart-
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ments lies between four and five thousand, fully half of whom 

are boys, of the various ages and types that frequent the public 

schools of large cities. There has been no rejection of any one 

case, for previous troublesome.reputation or any cause; yet, in 

no case have these teachers failed to secure perfect obedience, 

respect and the certainty of mental improvement. -•• 

AIM OF THE INSTITUTION AND COUESE OF STUDY'. ' ' " ' 

The academy proper, at Sinsinawa Mound, is of course, a 

boarding school. The regular academic course of study extends 

through four years; for entering upon this, in the English 

department, a thorough knowledge of the elementry branches is 

required; a different department is devoted to those Avho are not 

able to meet these requirements, yet another, to children under 

twelve years of age. : . .: , . 

The following is the regular course of study at present: ,, 

First Year. — Arithmetic, English Grammar, Composition, United States His­
tory, Elements of Natural Philosophy, Latin and French at option. 

Second Fear.—Arithmetic, Algebra, Modem History, Rhetoric, PliHosophy, 
Physiology, Bookkeeping, Latin and French continued. 

Third Year. — Aritlimfetic, Algebra, Rhetoric, PMosophy, Astronomy, Physi­
ology, Geometry, Latin and French. 

Fourth. Year. — Chemistry (rudiments). Geology, Physiology, Geometry, Plane 
Trigonometry, Intellectual Philosophy. Taking copious notes of Historical Read­
ings is obligatory. 

T E X T B O O K S . ;••; > h ?f 

Qnackenbos' Series — Grammar, Rhetoric, Plulosophy and United States History. 
Ray's Mathematical Series, with exception of Geometry, in which Da\'ies' Legen-
dre is found preferable. Cutler's Physiology, Gray's Botany, Hitchcock's Geology, 
Youman's Chemistry, Abercrombie's Intellectual Philosophy. 
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Latin, Harkness' Grammar and Reader, Andrews' Cassar, Cooper's Virgil. 
French. FasqueUe's Course; Readers: Sauveur's Causeries, Telemaque, Racine. 
German. Aba's and Woodbury's Methods, Woodbury's Readers, Goethe's 

Letters. 
Italian. Ahn's and OUendorf 's Methods, Fonesti, Ciirrent Literature. 

The various branches in the above course, with the exception 

of Latin and French are obligatory for the English course, for 

the satisfactory fulfillment of which, an English diploma is 

bestowed by the faculty. A satisfactory knowledge of the 

.zEneid of Virgil is necessary for receiving a Latin diploma. 

The annual number of graduates has never exceeded seven, as the 

peculiar social featm'e of a comparatively new country renders 

the course laid do'ma above, and the thorough completion, too 

arduous, necessitates a longer time for the fulfillment of its 

requirements than accords with the impatient spirit of this sec­

tion of country. The majority remain only long enough to be 

thoroughly drilled in the various branches of a common school 

education. Music is of course one of the special features of the 

school, but all candidates are speedily disabused of the still too 

commonly received notion, that the highest achievement of a 

female student is a musical triumph or a marvel of embroidery. 

Were the aim of this Institution a pecuniary one, it would 

greatly promote its interests by lowering and narrowing its 

standard; a course which would directly conflict with the pur­

pose for which it was founded, that is teaching the yonng Chris­

tian that she becomes a better Christian by improving to the ut­

most her God-given faculties. 
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The Academy is a Eoman Catholic Institution, its corps of 

teachers a body of religious women of the order of St. Dominic, 

founded for the sole purpose of teaching, whose whole training 

is to that end, who are taught from the first that all truth is di­

vine and that mind is man's best earthly endowment, and that no 

false reasoning, no foolish fear of woman's stepping down from 

her sphere should interfere with woman's highest intellectual 

development, for they know that those who have left their own 

sphere have not sought honestly the great aim they pretended to 

follow — who teach that wide knowledge of the resources of this 

beautiful world cannot endanger a soul rightly guided and 

strengthened, but will lead her more surely to Him who gave us 

both the universe and the faculties wherewith to explore it. 

Many of the pupils enter with the intention of becoming teach­

ers elsewhere, therefore the course of instruction is in the main 

directed to that end; and yet more is it directed to fixing firmly 

in those young hearts, the full realization of the heavy responsi­

bility that will rest upon them, as wives and mothers, educators 

of the future citizens of this republic. 

This sketch of the St. Clara Female Academy is furnished by 

one of its Sisterhood, but as it would be incomplete, without 

honorable mention of one at least, of the noble women who de-

•vote their lives to its interests, this brief history of its young 

Mother, EMILY POWEE, is added without her knowledge. 

She was chosen to fill this office in 1865, at the age of tweuty 
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years, and the choice by ballot, recurring every two years, has 

resulted each time, in retaining this gifted woman in the place. 

I t will be remembered that the SINSINAWA property was origi­

nally, by the endowment of the Eev. SAMUEL MAZZUCHELLI, a 

Dominican College. After a lapse of years, this brotherhood 

found itself deeply involved in debt, and sold the estate to a busi­

ness firm in Dubuque. In 1867, the Sisters of St. Clara, then 

in a flourishing condition at Benton, conceived the idea of re­

deeming the SINSINAWA estate, over which desolation and ruin 

brooded, that they might reconsecrate this fair spot to the ser­

vice of the church. 

Their funds for effecting this purchase had accumulated from 

teaching in the Academy, and in both parish and public schools. 

Ten thousand dollars were expended on the buildings to make 

them habitable, and while the Benton place was retained as a 

novitiate, St. Clara Academy found a new home on Sinsinawa 

Mound. All the business negotiations and arrangements con­

nected with this transfer were effected by the Mother EMILY 

POWEE. Branch schools in various places have been the out­

growth of Sinsinawa, and in every case the Mother has made the 

purchases of real estate necessary, examining deeds and securing 

titles with the acuteness and accuracy of a skilled lawyer. She 

has the oversight and control of all these schools, traveling from 

station to station, and so wisely conducting the finances of each, 

that all are prosperous and unincumbered by debt. 

We often deem it a laborious task for a man, to keep in har-
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monious action one literary institution; what then shall be said 

of this young woman of thirty years, small in stature and of del­

icate organization, with her many fields of labor, carefully and 

wisely governed and guarded? 

We leave this question to be answered by those who deny to 

woman the highest intellectual capacity, if any such can be 

found, in an age which bears on its escutcheon the names of 

MAEIA MITCHELL and MAEY SOMEEVILLE. : ; . ' . ' :: 

MILWAUKEE INDUSTEIAL SCHOOL. 

THE NECESSITY of establishing an Industrial School, which 

should have for its aim and object the reformation of vagrant 

children, and children who were permitted to wander in the 

streets as beggars, and those whose condition would naturally 

lead to vice and crime, had been a matter of much thought to 

the benevolent ladies of the city of Milwaukee for many 

months, and various plans had been proposed and discussed for 

the accomplishment of that object when the winter of 1874 set 

m. The unusual severity of that winter and the depression of 

all kinds of business whereby so many men and women were 

thrown out of employment, had the effect to increase largely 

the number of vagrant children in our streets, and proved to be 

the occasion for adopting active and decisive measures. 
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In February, 1875, a meeting of the ladies of Milwaukee was 

called to discuss the feasibility of establishing an Industrial 

School similar to others in operation in this and other countries. 

An organization was perfected at that time, but was soon 

found to be of little practical benefit, owing to the want of co­

operative legislatve action on the subject. 

To meet this want a bill was introduced into the legislature 

of the state of Wisconsin, entitled "An act authorizing Indus­

trial Schools," which passed both houses, was duly approved by 

the governor, and became a law on the 5th of April, 1875. 

Section 5 of the act gives full authority to any court or 

officer having criminal jurisdiction in the state to cause to be 

brought before it or him, 

I. Any male child under twelve years of age. 

I I . Any female child under fifteen years of age which may 

come under the following discriptions: 

1. Found begging. 

2. In any street or place for the purpose of begging or re­

ceiving alms. 

3. Found wandering and not having any home, guardian or 

means of subsistence. 

4. Destitute, either by being an orphan or having a parent or 

parents who are undergoing imprisonment. 

5. That frequents the company of reputed thieves or lewd 

persons, or notorious resorts of bad character. 

6. Found wandering in the streets and belonging to that class 
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called "rag pickers," or that is the inmate of any house of ill 

fame or poor house. 

7. Abandoned by his parents or guardians. 

8. Without means of subsistence or support. 

"The court or officer before whom any such child shall be 

brought, if satisfied that the welfare of such child will be pro­

moted thereby, may order such child to be sent to anj' Industrial 

School within his own county, if there be such school therein, 

and if not, to any such school in any county in this state, and 

may direct that such child be kept and maintained at the ex­

pense of the county, in such school until it arrives at the age of 

twenty-one years, or be sooner discharged as in this act pro­

vided." 

The organization which had instituted this work immediately 

took steps to organize in pursuance of the law, and became a 

corporation in April of the same year. 

A building and lot were rented at once, in a central and 

healthy part of the city, and preparations were made to enable 

the corporation to carry out the purpose of the law in its true 

intent and meaning. Scarcely, however, had it received into its 

care some of the children for whose reformation and protection 

the law was intended, when certain parties not in sympathy 

"with the movement claimed that the law was unconstitutional, 

and took steps to test its validity. A suit is now pending and 

18 still undetermined. 

-The question of the validity of the law arose in this way: 
3 
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Certain children were taken from the poor house of Milwaukee 

county, by virtue of the laAv and the order of the court, and 

were placed in the custody and under the control of the Indus­

trial School. A bill was presented to the board of supervisors 

of Milwaukee county for payment of the expenses of caring 

for such children. The board of suj^ervisors declined to pay the 

bill, on the ground that the law was unconstitutional. There­

upon an application was made by the corporation for a writ of 

mandamus against the board of supervisors, to compel the pay­

ment of the bill as rendered. The counsel of the corporation 

think there is no doubt of the validity of the law, and that the 

board of supervisors will be ordered by the court to pay the bill. 

Should that feature of the law, however, which requires the 

board of supervisors to pay the expenses of children taken from 

the poor house, be declared invalid, it will not, as the corpora­

tion is advised, impair or affect other provisions of the law. 

The Milwaukee Industrial School is the only reformatory in-

stitutitution for girls in the state. Believing it to be a most 

important charity, and well deserving the sympathy and cooper­

ation of the public, it will look, not only to the people of Mil­

waukee, but to the state at large, for the necessary means to 

carry out successfully the purpose of its organization. 

An Industrial School for Boys is already established in the 

state, in which boys ten years old and upwards are received. A 

petition is now before the legislature of this state praying for 

the passage of a law to permit the transfer of boys from the 
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Milwaukee Industrial School to that institution whenever the 

prescribed age is reached. 

There is a steady increase in the number of resident inmates 

of the Milwaukee Industrial School, and the demand for accom­

modation already begins to tax the capabilities of the building, 

compelling prospective measures for prospective wants. The 

corporation is largely dependent upon voluntary contributions, 

and is in need of state aid. The board of managers consists en­

tirely of ladies who have associated for the purpose of conduct­

ing and maintaining the school. Their services are voluntary 

and unpaid. Only the matron, teacher and two assistants re­

ceive pay for their services. Fifty-nine children have been re­

ceived into the institution during the ten months of its exist­

ence, forty-one still remain, eighteen having been discharged ac­

cording to the provisions of the law. 

The cash receipts have amounted to three thousand, five hun­

dred and thirty-seven dollars, and the disbursements have been 

three thousand and sixty-two dollars. 

To Mrs. W M . P . LYNDE, our worthy president, is due the in­

ception of the work, and to her untiring thought and labor, cor­

dially seconded and assisted by the officers of the corporation 

and the executive board, as well as by the whole corps of co-

laborers, belongs the execution of the work. The officers of the 

corporation are as follows: 

Mrs. WM. P. LYNDE, President. 
Miss MARY MORTIMER, 1st Vice President. 
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Mrs. E. P. ALLIS, 3d Vice President. 
Mrs. EDWARD SANDERSON, 3d Vice President. 

Mrs. C. D. ADSIT, Treasurer. 

Mrs. H. M. FINCH, Secretary. 

Executive Committee. 

Mrs. JOSEPH E . FOLLETT, Mrs. A. C. MAY, Mrs. W. G. BENEDICT, 

Mrs. T. H. JuDD, Mrs. W M . H . METOALP. 

The executive committee have been ever on the alert to man­

age the affairs of the corporation for the best interest of all con­

cerned, and have watched with jealous care every detail. The 

other committees have also been active and faithful. 

The managers feel greatly encouraged to continue in their 

work, by the improvement of the children for whom they labor. 

The future alone can attest the benefits of the institution, but 

the success of similar schools in both continents approves the 

method. 

Every day are the managers of the Milwaukee Industrial 

School confirmed in the belief of its advantages to those for 

whom it is organized. The work is arduous, the duties labori­

ous, but the results are not for time. The words of the Master 

seem peculiarly appropriate: "Inasmuch as ye did it unto the 

least of these, ye did it unto me." 
Mrs. H. M. FINCH, 

Secretary. 
MILWAUKEE, W I S . , Feb. 25,1876. 
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T H E SOLDIEES' O E P H A N S ' HOME. 

THE HISTOEY of this blessed and most successful work cannot 

be even briefiy sketched, without going back and giving some of 

the steps which led to its foundation. 

Among all the noble women who gave themselves to the sani­

tary work of the war, perhaps few were more peculiarly fitted 

for forming and carrying out plans than Mrs. C. A. P . HAEVEY. 

Just at her entrance upon womanhood, she had been left the 

eldest of a family of motherless girls, over whom she exercised 

a tender care even after her marriage. 

The thrill of horror with which the people of Wisconsin 

learned that their Governor, Louis P . HAEVEY, had been 

drowned at Savannah, after the frightful battles of Pittsburg 

Landing and Sliiloh, was one of those things never forgot­

ten. His self appointed work had been the care of our soldiers 

in that fearful crisis, and out of this grew the career of his 

stricken wife. Denying herself the usual period of seclusion for 

the indulgence of a widow's grief, she, at her own request, re­

ceived from her husband's successor. Governor SALOMON, a com­

mission to act as one of the sanitary agents of the state. 

In the performance of duties thus assumed by her, she found 

many northern men languishing in southern hospitals, whose 

lives depended upon their removal to a more invigorating cli-

niate. Becoming convinced of this, she went to Washington, 
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and by her own almost unaided efforts procured the establish­

ment of a convalescent hospital at Madison, Wisconsin. 

This portion of Mrs. HAEVEY'S work forms no necessary part 

of our story, so we must reluctantly pass in silence over many 

incidents, and her most interesting interviews with President 

LINCOLN, the particulars of which are to be found elsewhere. 

The building thus used and known as Harvey Hospital, had 

been built for a residence by Governor FAEWELL, and by its 

high, spacious and airy rooms, with ample communication be­

tween them, was admirably fitted for hospital purposes. After 

it was no longer needed for this use, Mrs. HAEVEY conceived the 

idea of converting it into a home for soldiers' orphans. 

Upon her return from the south, in 1865, she brought with her 

a half dozen orphans of the war, whom she had picked up, not 

inquiring on which side their fathers fell. Chiefiy through her 

persistency and indomitable will, the U. S. government was in­

duced to convey to the state of Wisconsin the three wings 

which had been rented as hospital wards, and all the fixtures 

and supplies, provided the state would purchase the building 

and grounds. Before, however, this arrangement was com­

pleted, necessary funds were raised by private subscriptions, and 

the Home was opened Jan. 1, 1866, with eighty-four orphan in­

mates, and Mrs. HAEVEY at its head. I t became a state institu­

tion March 31, 1866. A board of trustees was appointed, and 

Mrs. HAEVEY confirmed in her position as superintendent. 

Thus through the persevering efforts of one woman, Wisconsin 
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was led to keej) the promises made to brave fellows as they 

enlisted: " W e will take care of your wives and children." 

Were we writing a story of man's work, other names might 

be mentioned, preeminently that of B. F. HOPKINS, M . C , M'IIO 

gave efficient aid, and was an active and untiring member of the 

board of trustees, until death ended his labors. , • 

Mrs. HAEVEY retained her position, giving a personal super­

vision to every smallest detail, and knowing every child by 

name, although their number rapidly mounted to nearly three 

hundred, but when it was securely established, she resigned, in 

May, 1867. After tliis time the ofiice of Superintendent was 

filled by gentlemen, whose wives acted as Matrons, giving in all 

instances their whole strength and energy and the tenderest care 

to their work. Mr. and Mrs. F. B. BEEWEE and Eev. I. N. 

CuNDALL had each a brief authority, and upon the resignation 

of the latter, W. P . TOWEES was their successor, and his wife 

Mary Towers, as Matron, gave her utmost sympathy and indus­

try to making the children comfortable and happy. Women 

were always employed as teachers, and, in nearly all, if not in 

all, cases it was a labor of love, in which the time out of regular 

hours was given to the effort to supply the place of real mothers 

to these bereaved ones. 

Upon the resignation of Mr. and Mrs. Towers, in March, 

1872, Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Burton were selected to fill their 

places. Larger numbers of the girls were now approaching wo­

manhood, and, like her predecessors, Mrs. Burton spared no ex-
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ertions to surround these children with elevating and refining 

infiuences, in which she was sustained by her husband, and they 

were eminently successful. A few more years would have com­

pleted the work and sent the youngest soldiers' orphans out in 

some measure prepared to fill useful positions in the world. 

Eetrenchments were, however, deemed necessary, and in 1874 

the work of the Soldiers' Orphans' Home was brought to a 

close. Mr. and Mrs. Burton exerted themselves to the last, find­

ing homes for those who were still incapable of self manage­

ment. Of each of these " mothers " we may truly say, " Her 

children shall arise and call her blessed." 

Seven hundred children were thus cared for, clothed and edu­

cated, and it must be conceded that they were made to feel 

themselves the objects of a peculiar regard, and thus peculiarly 

bound to live useful, honorable lives. 
S. F . D. 

MADISON, WIS., March 1,1876. 

LOCAL VISITING COMMITTEE 

For the Milwaukee County Public Charities and Corrections. 

THIS COMMITTEE was organized April 2, 1873, for the purpose 

of ameliorating the condition of the inmates of the County 

Poor House, the House of Correction and the Jail. 

The State Board of Charities and Eeforms, in the annual re-
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port presented to Gov. WASHBUEN, in December, 1872, com­

plained of the condition of the Milwaukee County Poor House. 

The report says: "Beds in an unsatisfactory condition. Lack 

of neatness around the buildings. Hospital neat and clean. 

Bad smell all over the house, in some parts intolerable and 

enough to create sickness." The board of supervisors was ap­

pealed to, but in vain, to rectify the abuses which had crept into 

the management of the Poor House. 

At the annual meeting of the Ladies' Bible and Benevolent 

Association, Mrs. LYNDE, as a member of the State Board of 

Charities and Eeforms, laid the case before them. The associa­

tion appointed a committee of four ladies — Mrs. ANGUS SMITH, 

Mrs. A. J . AiKENS, Mrs. J . MAGIE and Mrs. J . S. EICKEE — to 

investigate the condition of the Poor House. Their report fully 

corroborated the truth of Mrs. LY'NDE'S statements. The Be­

nevolent Association called a meeting of all the working chari­

table and benevolent women of Milwaukee. The meeting was 

largely attended. The officers of the Bible and Benevolent As­

sociation resolved to engraft a new department upon their soci-

etv — such was the origin of the Local Visiting Committee for 

the Milwaukee County Public Charities and Corrections. I t is 

an association of women, having an advisory committee of gen­

tlemen. 

The aims of this association are to create a public interest in 

the welfare of the inmates of our charitable and penal institu­

tions, to secure for these institutions proper sanitary regulations, 
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to see that the sick are properly cared for, and that a better clas­

sification of the inmates be made, so that the blind, the mute, 

the insane may be removed to appropriate asylums, and that the 

children may be taken from the County Poor House and trained 

in a healthier moral atmosphere to become worthy citizens, the 

ladies of the committee feeling that this last duty is the most 

imperative. Here, as in every community, there is a class poor 

and vagrant, dependent for their support upon public or private 

charity. Milwaukee has made ample provision for the relief of 

this destitute class. She has a county farm of several hundred 

acres, upon which are erected substantial brick buildings; one is 

devoted to hospital purposes; another is assigned to incurable 

old men; a large building is occupied by adult paupers; in this 

building is the insane department; there is also a small building 

for children. 

Upon the organization of this society six standing committees 

were appointed, four for visiting the different departments of 

the Poor House, viz., committee on children, hospital commit­

tee, committee on adult pauj)ers, and committee on insane. 

Two other committees, viz., committee for men and women at 

House of Correction; committee for inmates of jail and police 

stations. Each committee has a chairman and secretary, and 

makes reports to the Local Visiting Committee at its monthly 

meetings. 

The officers of the association are, a president, two vice presi­

dents, a recording secretary, and a treasurer. They are elected 
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for the year by a two-thirds vote, by ballot at the annual meet­

ing, and are ex-officio members of all standing committees. The 

insane department, the hospital, and the children's department, 

are visited once a fortnight; the other committees pay monthly 

visits. The members of this association feel that their labors 

have not been in vain, though they have failed to produce some 

necessary reforms, yet they are encouraged by what has been 

accomplished. They have awakened a healthy public interest in 

the charities and reforms of the county. Tax payers now take 

an interest in the manner in which the funds appropriated for 

the relief of the poor are disbursed. The bad bread provided at 

the Poor House was commented on in the Chamber of Com­

merce, and the person taking the contract for fiour for that in­

stitution was censured. 

The sick in the hospitals have been cheered by the kindly care 

of the ladies; they are now provided with better beds, and the 

ventilation of the building is decidedly improved. » 

The children have been removed from the Poor House, some 

to orphan asylums, but many more to the Industrial School. 

From the first the ladies of the committee have felt that the 

Poor House was not a proper asylum for children; for two years 

the committee labored to improve their condition there, but feel­

ing how fruitless Avas the hope of any permanent good being 

effected, the members of the association last winter petitioned 

the legislature to pass a general law under which they could 

organize an association, and hold children as custodians. 
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Such a law was passed, and an Industrial School organized, a 

home and school in which children can be trained in the decen­

cies of life, rescued from a life of vice and misery, and taught to 

gain an honest livelihood. The children placed in this school 

cannot be reclaimed by their parents. 

I t was not without some difficulty that the ladies succeeded in 

removing the children of the Poor House to this school. The 

Eoman Catholics objected to the children of parents belonging 

to the Eomish - Church being under Protestant care. I t was 

finally arranged by the Eoman Catholic Orphan Asylum receiv­

ing the children of their communion. 

If no other good had resulted from the efforts of this associa­

tion but this, the founding of the Industrial School, it alone 

would amply compensate for the time, thought and labor ex­

pended. But other good results have attended the labors of the 

society. The management or mismanagement of the insane de­

partment was a disgrace to a Christian community. The poor 

unfortunates were under the care of a brutal drunkard, they 

were handcuffed, chained and beaten, thrown into the cellar, in­

sufficiently clothed and fed, deprived of what the lowest creature 

is entitled to, fresh air and clean water. Thank God! this is all 

changed, though not without great trouble have the insane been 

freed from the tyranny of a brutal keeper. 

The ladies' efforts were misconstrued; impediments thrown 

in their way by officials, and although sufficiently positive proof 

was brought to convict the keepers of drunkenness and cruelty. 
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yet were they sustained and continued in office for some time. 

Lately they have been dismissed, and under the new rule of 

kindness these unfortunates have wonderfully improved; they 

now enjoy such comfort as humane care can afford. 

The association has petitioned the legislature to have all the 

insane removed from the county poor houses to the state lunatic 

asylums, in order that they may have the benefit of proper med­

ical treatment. Many patients who have been sent from our 

Poor House to the State Insane Asylum at Madison have been 

restored to reason and returned to their families, capable of earn­

ing their own living. If all the insane throughout the state 

could have the benefit of the excellent treatment afforded by the 

state asylums, not only would the individuals so treated be ben­

efited, but the number of paupers would be reduced, and an in­

calculable amount of good would be effected. 

Great improvements have been made in the Poor House, 

through proper attention to cleanliness; the air of the place is 

much improved. The present Poor Master, Mr. Haas, is a hu­

mane man, and keeps the establishment in a clean and orderly 

condition. New furnaces have been put into the building, bath 

rooms added, and a better system of scAverage introduced, iron 

bedsteads have been provided, and also a better supply of bed­

ding. 
THE H O U S E O F C O E E E C T I O N . 

The committee has not affected much good by its A'isits to this 

establishment; visits have not been well received by the superin-



46 CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 

tendent. I t is hoped in the future, that some good may be 

effected by the ladies acquainting themselves with the time at 

which the women's term of punishment expires, and by then as­

sisting them to obtain employment and decent lodgings. 

THE J A I L AND THE POLICE STATION. 

The jail and police station have been visited every month. 

The visits, if not attended with any particular results, have per­

haps tended to have those places kept in a cleaner condition than 

heretofore. The visitors have supplied the inmates with books 

and papers. They have at all times been courteously received 

by the officials. 

OFFICEES AJSTD EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Officers. 

Mrs.WM. P I T T LYNDE, 

Mrs. J . H. VAN DYKE, 

Mrs. J . FAIRBANKS, 

Mrs. GALBRAITH MIIJ: ,EB, 

Mrs. J . MAGIB, 

Mrs. W M . P I T T LYNDE, 

Mrs. J. H. V A N DYKE, 

Mrs. J. FAIRBANKS, 

Mrs. GALBRAITH MILLER, 

Mrs. J . MAGIE, 

Executive Committee. 

Mrs. A. J. AlKENS, 
Mrs. J. S. PECK, 

Mrs. H. M. F I N C H , 

Mrs. G. W. ALLEN, 

Mrs. J . T. GILBERT, 

President. 
1st Vice President. 
2d Vice President. 
Recording Secretary. 
Treasurer. 

Mrs. ANNA MCCARTEB, 

Mrs. Wm. H. W O L F , 

Mrs. GEO. W . BACON, 

Mrs. E. SANDERSON, 

Mrs. E. D. HoLTON. 

EespectfuUy submitted to the Centennial Committee on 

Charities. 
Mrs. GALBEAITH MILLEE, 

Hecording Secretary. 
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H E B E E W BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 

Being requested to give a brief sketch of the work of our He­

brew Women of this city, I Avill comply to the best of my abil­

ity, though there is but little to be said, being so fcAV here. We 

organized in the year of 1862 a Ladies HebreAV Benevolent As­

sociation, numbering twelve members, for the purpose and ob­

ject of assisting and relieving those needy and in distress, par­

ticularly our object has been to aid widows and orphans, though 

by no means do we make it a point of exclusively assisting those 

of our faith. Whoever calls upon us receives benefit, as long as 

our funds hold out. 

Our President, Mrs. S. Klauber, attends to all business trans­

actions and, at our semi-annual meetings, gives account thereof. 

Not wishing to specify any direct deeds of charity tendered, will 

close by stating our motto is, " NoA êr let one in need pass your 

door without giving your mite." By ahvays acting up to this, 

we try to fulfill our calling, 
Mrs. S. KLAUBEE, 

President. 
Mrs. C. KLAUBEE, 

Secretary. 

MADISON, WIS., February 18,1876. 
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WISCONSIN INSTITUTE FOE THE EDUCATION OF 
THE DEAF AND DUMB. 

THIS INSTITUTION is situated in DeleA^an, and deserves a 

special place in our records, inasmuch as it has been greatly 

aided by the efficient teaching and management of our sex. De­

prived from birth of the sense of hearing and as a consequence of 

the interdependent power of speech, how pitiful is the appeal of 

these afilicted ones to those upon whom every sense is showered 

in full development — alas, too often, like the common blessings 

of air and sky, they fall unnoticed on ungrateful hearts. We 

cannot sufficiently admire those whose gratitude for the beaaati-

ful gifts of lieaA'cn has led them to a consecration to the work of 

opening deaf ears, and teaching the dumb the divine art of 

speech. 

We honor Miss EMILY EDDY, a highly educated and benevo­

lent hearted lady, Avho has given her life, for nearly tAventy years 

past to the children and youth upon Avhom nature has placed the 

ban of silence, gathered in the Wisconsin Institution. 

By a wonderful tact and skill Avhich her experience has de­

veloped, she has invented a system of articulation and lip read­

ing, which greatly facilitates the process of placing these unfort­

unate youth in communication Avith the outer world. I t is often 

said by those AA'IIO would depreciate female capacities, that the 

names of women are never found on the roll of inventors. I t is 

true that her limited arena has made this statement partially 
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correct. But that women are not endoAved Avith the same native 

powers, in virtue of which, men contribute so heavily to our 

patent offices, Ave deny. 

Let a man share for one day in the avocations of domestic 

life, and he Avould discover from the devices resorted to in the 

kitchen and seAving room, and Avhich are necessary to round out 

the harmonies of the home, that invention is a second nature to 

woman. And here in the case of Miss EDDY, AVC behold invent­

iveness carried to its ultimatum in supplying the lack of two 

important senses, by Avisely guiding a third sense, so as. to make 

the most of it, and thus correct the very inaccuracies of Nature 

herself. 

We have a just pride in a tribute of praise to this lady, AA'ho 

when applied to for a report of her AÂork returns as answer: " I 

am not conscious of a single deed performed that Avould add 

glory to your record — little by little in connection with others, 

have I striven to lift these children and youth out of darkness 

into light." In speaking of Miss ADAMS, who for seven years 

presided over the domestic department of the Wisconsin Insti­

tute for the Blind, and had charge of the girls out of school 

hours. Miss EDDY says: " She did much to mould their char­

acter and make them useful and efficient Avomen, but you could 

as easily bring to light the action of the dcAV as describe her 

work." We are quite content that the quiet and genial opera­

tions of N ature, Avith their refreshing and vivifying infiuences, 

should typify woman's accomplishments. A. B. B. 

MADISON, WIS., March 6,1876. 
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ALL SAINTS CATHEDEAL A I D SOCIETY OF MIL­

WAUKEE. 

THE OBJECTS of this society are, to assist the poor, to aid 

worthy churchwomen in obtaining employment, to sew for mis­

sionaries when so requested by the bishop or pastor in charge of 

the congregation, and to help by its labors to raise money for 

church purposes. I t was organized November, 1872, by Avomen 

of the congregation of All Saints' Cathedral, but not confined as 

to membership to that congregation. During the last three 

years many poor families have been relieved, missionaries as­

sisted, and money raised by its labors for church purposes. A 

communion service was purchased for the cathedral, and the 

society assisted in furnishing the cathedral schools. A sewing 

:School has been one of the outgrowths of this society, a school 

:now numbering nearly a hundred scholars. During the session 

oi the diocesan council, the society provides a dinner for its 

imembers. 
Officers: 

Miss S. PRENTISS, President. Mrs. HINSDALE, Directress. 
Mrs. W. S. JOHNSON, Vice-President. Mrs. FELTHAUSBN, Directress. 
Mrs. GALBRAITH MILLER, Secretary. Mrs. HAYS, Directress. 
Mrs. GREEN, Treasurer. Mrs. E. M. HUNTER, Directress. 
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THE CATHEDEAL SEWING SCHOOL. •?/?';; 

THIS IS for poor girls irres^^ective of creed, and Avas taken in 

charge by the present organization in April, 1875, tlie attendance 

then not exceeding fourteen; but it has gradually increased to 

(at this Avriting) one hundred and tAventy-one. ScAving and sing­

ing have hitherto been taught Avith great success, and knitting 

and other usefid branches of AA'ork AAdll be introduced gradually, 

so as to fit tlio children for domestics, seamstresses, etc. The 

children are mostly clothed by the efforts of the ladies in charge 

of them, and through the medium of the school a large number 

of poor families are reached AA'IIO Avould be otherAA'ise neglected, 

and marked improvement has been seen in the homes of many 

of those AA'ho have been attending the school, whilst several of 

the girls haA-e been placed in good situations. Eleven ladies are 

noAv busily engaged in the Avork, either in teaching or soliciting 

clothing, scAving materials, etc. ' -

Mrs. CATHAEINE BEOAVN most ably takes charge of this school. 

MiLAVAUKEE, Wis., February 5, 1876. 
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WOMAN'S CHEISTIAN TEMPEEANCE U N I O N OF 

BELOIT. 

THE WOMAN'S CIIEISTIAN TEMPBEANCE UNION was formed in 

Beloit, April, 1874. Monthly meetings were held, and a chil­

dren's temperance society organized which still has a prosperous 

existence. Mass meetings held during the year, lectures on tem­

perance given, and much good accomplished generally. 

In March, 1875, two ladies, Mrs. MAESHALL and Miss PEET, 

rented a hall and fitted it up tastefully as a reading room. With 

the assistance of Mrs. WILLIAMS and the officers, gospel temper­

ance services have been conducted there each Sabbath of the year 

with most happy results. 

The rooms are open during the evenings of the week, as a safe 

and attractive place of resort for young persons. The library 

consists of books of general literature, which, together with cur­

rent papers and magazines, are constantly supplied by the kind­

ness of friends of the enterprise. 
ANNA KEEP, 

Recording Secretary. 
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THE MILWAUKEE MISSION BAND. 

ON Saturday, the 12th of November, 1870, as related in the 

first secretary's first report, tAA'enty young ladies assembled in 

the parlors of Plymouth Church, at the invitation of Miss FANNY 

NoECEOss, the pastor's niece, to form themselves without refer­

ence to religious creeds or preferences into a branch of the 

" Women's Union Missionary Society." This association had 

been formed some eight years previously by a number of noble 

Christian Avomen AA'ho desired to extend to their degraded sisters 

in India the priA^leges of religion and education they themseh^es 

enjoyed. To this end the cooperation of all earnest Avomen 

throughout the United States was cordially invited, and the for­

mation of local mission bands advised. These bands were to 

pledge themselA'es to support one or more pupils at the numer­

ous female seminaries Avhich haÂ e been established in India, and 

from which, by that slow.but unfailing process of infiltration 

familiar to the students of progress. Christian civilization is 

finally to crumble into ruins the hideous temple of heathenism, 

with all its grinning gods. The suggestion Avas at once eagerly 

received, officers were elected, weekly meetings appointed, the 

usual business preliminaries complied AA'ith, and thus, in a spirit 

of enthusiasm and generous emulation, these tAventy young girls 

culled from the ranks of society which the flippant writers of 

pseudo society novels are pleased to denominate fashionable. 



u CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 

meaning frivolous, empty headed, heartless, and anything else 

• unlovely and uuAvomanly, prepared to assume some of the 

weightier duties of life. But, as is usual Avith embryonic bencA -̂

olent societies, their means at first Avere as limited as their aims 

AA'ere large. An initiation fee of one dollar, trifiing fines for ab­

sence and tardiness, honorary membership at 50 cents per capita, 

occasional donations from friends, these with a score or so of Avil-

ling helpful hands, constituted the sole working capital of the 

Mission Band during the first years of its existence. 

Nevertheless, it did not hesitate to assume the maintenance of 

a little Hindoo girl, who Avas baptised FAITH NOECEOSS in honor 

of its first president, and whose welfare, during the next tAvo 

years, was the object of its constant solicitude. I t is needless to 

recount the various devices made use of to procure the fifty-

eight dollars per annum pledged to the Hindoo girl's support. 

They are familiar to all acquainted with the modus operandi of 

similar organizations. Fancy work was made at the Aveekly 

meetings and sold at the usual exorbitant rates, orders for plain 

sewing Avere obtained from sjanpathizing housekeepers, private 

theatricals were given with more or less pecuniary and artistic 

success. When the two years allotted to FAITH NOECEOSS' educa • 

tion had expired, and she became competent to support herself, 

her benefactresses found they had earned a place for themselA'es 

in the estimation of the community, and a beneficiary poAver 

which they AA'ere unwilling to relinquish. They determined, 

however, to devote themselves in future to objects nearer home. 
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These were by no means difficult to find. We do not need 

scriptural authority to knoAV that " the poor Ave have alAA-ays 

with us," and from this time may be dated the Mission Band's 

best usefulness. From every ward of the city, every nationality 

and every creed, these young girls selected the recipients of 

their bounty. All Avere visited at their homes and their wants 

personally inquired into. Some received food and fuel, others 

homely articles of furniture. Women struggling for bread 

were helped to purchase a scAA'ing machine or a laundress' outfit. 

Arrears of rent and small debts at the butchers and grocers Avere 

discharged. Nurses Avere engaged for helpless iiiA'alids, and 

responsible Avomen to take care of broods of motherless children. 

Besides the innumerable cast off articles donated by the friends 

of the society, hundreds of warm ncAV garments and comfort­

ables Avere made at the weekly meetings and distributed by 

careful hands. During the winter of 1874-5, unparalleled for its 

rigor and Avide spread suffering, the exertions of the Mission Band 

redoubled. From the 8th of October to the 28tli of April, inclu­

sive, tAventy-eight meetings Avere held, Avith an average attend­

ance of thirty members. The membership list increased from 

sixteen to ninety-four. A theatrical entertainment and a charity 

ball were given, netting a thousand dollars. Eight hundred and 

sixty-eight yards of material Avere made into garments and bed 

clothing, $225 Avere expended in food and fuel, 120 familes Avere 

preserved from actual want. 

During this year, also, the society first assumed a permanent 
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form by the adoption of a constitution and by-laAvs suited to its 

special objects, and thereby entitled itself to a position among 

the organized charities of Milwaukee. That this position is 

neither unimportant nor carelessly maintained, the daily appeals 

that are made to the good offices of the Mission Band, the 

enthusiastic activity of its members and its Avide spread and 

increasing influence, sufficiently attest. As an evidence of what 

can be accomplished by earnest, united effort in a field that is 

open to all, it is certainly a success, and to the young daughters 

of wealth and fashion throughout this broad land of ours, whose 

hearts are pitiful, though they beat under velvet or seal-skin, 

and whose hands lying folded in their silken laps, are ready for 

the gentle offices of sisterly love, an earnest invitation is extended 

to follow its example, and earn for themselves the reward which 

the fifth Beatitude promises, when it says, " Blessed are the mer­

ciful, for they shall obtain mercy." 
LUCY M . SCHLEY, 

Secretary. . 

WISCONSIN STATE HOSPITAL F O E THE INSANE. 

THIS most important, perhaps of all Wisconsin's public hos­

pitals, is one of the leading objects of interest in her beautiful 

capital. 

Its success and prosperity has been greatly owing to the effi­

ciency and fidelity of its matron. 



I f l ^ C . 
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Mrs. MAEY C. HALLIDAY, for sixteen years, which covers its 

entire existence, has devoted herself to the supervision of the 

varied departments which constitute the life of a hospital, 

containing at this time three hundred and forty-seven patients. 

Mrs. HALLIDAY has seen, during her residence at the hospital, 

six changes in the superintendency of the institution, but 

through them all, she has stood faithfully discharging her 

arduous duties, and giving entire satisfaction to all associated 

with her, as well as to the trustees and officers of the board. 

The sphere of a matron of an insane hospital is very wide, 

and often embraces enough to crush a woman of common cali­

ber. To plan and provide for the best good of all, with a 

judicious economy, and to dispense each day to the Avants and 

caprices of suffering humanity — to sympathize with the sick, 

. and cheer the despondent has been the mission of this devoted 

woman. With unflagging interest to this day, the improvement 

of the hospital, and the comfort of its stricken inmates, is the 

dearest object of her heart. 

Kindred in a distant state repeatedly urge upon Mrs. HALLI­

DAY-, the duty of retiring from her labors, after the many years 

of arduous toil, but to these syren voices she has ever turned a 

deaf ear. ' ' .;=.•;: :.,- ; ' , ,̂  

That the Wisconsin Hospital may be long favored by her 

ministrations, all who are cognizant of the "good works and 

alms deeds" administered there by Mrs. MAEY' C . HALLIDAY, 

most earnestly desire. A, B. B. 
MASISOTH, WIS., March 17,1876. 
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THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS OF MILWAUKEE. 

I N an age which is agitated by the discussion of economic 

questions, which has employed great intellects in debating the 

rights and the mission of woman, it is, in some sort, an act of 

temerity to say that the Catholic Church has discussed, and in 

many of its aspects, decided this momentous question. 

Our sex is specially fltted for the instruction of the young, for 

the care of the aged, the infirm and the sick. While the AA'orld 

is full of theories concerning the rights of AA'oman, there is but 

one opinion regarding her capability as a nurse and instructor 

of early youth. Under the discipline of the Catholic Church, 

this specialty of labor has been for ages under organization and 

direction, and in the great strifes of humanity, there can scarcely 

be found in modem times the name of a great battle field Avliere 

the influence of this great mission has not been felt, and 

defaced and suffering humanity soothed by the tender care of 

those whom the church had sent to this work with her protec­

tion and blessing. 

The sketch of the labor of Catholic women in Milwaukee 

must therefore be a small group taken from the larger canvass, 

protraying the work of the whole organization, of which each 

branch is a part. 

The order of Sisters of Notre Dame, first founded at Lorraine 

in 1597, and modified in 1832, under the name of the School 
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Sisters of Notre Dame, is dedicated to the gratuitous Christian 

education of young girls. The mother house and novitiate of 

the United States Avere remoA'cd to Milwaukee on the IStli of 

December, 1850. From this city are sent religious to nearly 

all the states of the Union, and to the Dominion of Canada. > 

The number of religious noAV engaged in this AA'ork, excluding 

novices, is about eight hundred. The number of pupils noAV 

attending parochial schools under their charge is thirty-three 

thousand. Those attending institutes and high schools number 

eight hundred, in addition to Avliich they have the charge of tAA'o 

thousand orphans. No comment is attempted on this statement. 

Saint Eosa's Orphan Society, for the support and education of 

orphan girls in this city, Avas incorporated under a general law 

of the state, on the 6th of December, 1850, and Aveiit into opera­

tion on the 13th of February, 1851. 

As in the case of the School Sisters of Notre Dame, I shall 

present without comment such statistics as could be procured in 

limited time. 

A part of the children are at St. Joseph's Asylum on North 

Point, but both houses are governed by the same society, and 

their inmates in the statement following are regarded as belong­

ing to the same household. 

The asylum since its organization has received seven hundred 

children, among AAdiom twenty deaths have occurred. In De­

cember last, the number of inmates was one hundred and forty-

five. The average number remaining in the institution at the 
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end of each of the past three years was one hundred and thirty-

nine. The average cost of maintenance, including all expenses 

for the past three years, was each year twelve thousand dol­

lars, thus showing an average yearly cost for each inmate dur­

ing the time mentioned, of somewhat over eighty-six dollars. 

The English speaking Catholic congregations of this city 

assume the support of this asylum, but during the past ten years 

the state has contributed eight thousand dollars. I t should also 

be gratefully mentioned that our citizens generally haÂ e con­

tributed generously to its support. Its care and management are 

in charge of eight Sisters of Charity Avho, of course, Avork Avitli-

out pay. In addition to the ordinary household duties, such as 

cooking, washing, making and mending, and all the long list so 

well knoAvn to every housekeeper, the Sisters give to these 

orphans a good English education, and fit them to occupy 

respectable positions in society. I t should not be omitted that 

they are also taught plain and fancy needlework. 

The Sisters also give instruction in the St. .^milianus 

Orphan Asylum for boys, supported by the German congrega­

tions of the city. 

The large Hospital on North Point is also in charge of Sisters 

of Charity. 

Within the present year six members of the Little Sisters of 

the Poor have established a house in this city. They have but 

just commenced their labor here, and now have fifteen inmates 

under their charge. Beginning in 1840, Avhen its first bene-
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ficiary, a blind old woman, was borne in the arms of its found­

ers to its first home of St. Servan of Brittany, this society 

already sends its members throughout the civilized world. 

Gathering the aged and decrepit poor about them, its members 

give their lives AvlioUy to their support and co'mfort. All their 

maintenance is gathered in alms, Avhich the Little Sisters solicit 

for their charge. Surely in this case, God's blessing enables the 

poor to give a home to the poor. 

There remain many other associations deserving of notice, 

composed principally of the women of the various congregations 

associated for the benefit of the poor, or for mental instruction. 

Among Catholics, most of the great works of charity under­

taken by our sex have been under the charge of women leading 

a religious life, and with the approbation of the church, partak­

ing of its wonderful organization. The religious, for charity, 

gives up the SAveet delights of home and kindred, and seeks her 

Consolation in the care of the afflicted and the poor. To the 

orphan she is a mother, to the sick and wounded a sister. Lead­

ing a life Avhose reAvard is in the great hereafter, she is to all 

the representative of that charity which " suffereth long and 

endureth much." MES. S. A. NASH, 

MES. H . M . SCHLEY. 
MiLwxvKEK, WIS., March 20,1876. '-..•• 
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LAKE GENEVA SEMINAEY. • •• ' 

Geneva, Walivorth Co., Wis. 

THIS INSTITUTION, combining a boarding and day school for 

young ladies, is a private enterprise. The course of study is 

collegiate, supplemented by special advtmtages for music and 

art. The family is the embodiment of a cultiA'ated and refined 

Christian home. The experiment of limiting the number of 

pupils in the family to thirty, for the purposes of individual at­

tention and a higher type of development, has proA-en satisfac­

tory to patrons and teachers, and the school deserves attention as 

one of the most decided elements of eastern esthetic culture in 

our state. The buildings are located upon an elevation descend­

ing to the east shore of the lake, with ample grounds, and ready 

access to the water for boating, bathing, etc. The residence 

building, in all its appointments, is one of the finest to be found 

in any state. I t is of brick, fire-proof, warmed by steam, lighted 

with gas; each floor supplied with hot and cold AA-ater, Avith but 

one flight of stairs for pupils to ascend, and, Avithal, commands 

a vicAv of the lake, the town, and their encircling range of hills. 

Mrs. JULIA A. (LAKE) WAENEE, the founder and present prin­

cipal of this school, AÂas born in Mount Morris, Livingston 

county, N. Y., in 1819; received an education in common 

schools and taught in the same; entered AA'hat is now Ingham 

University, at Le Eoy, N. Y., in 1837; Avas a graduate from that 
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institution, and was connected Avith it as pupil, teacher and resi­

dent ten years. She was married, in 1843, to EVANDEE S. W A E ­

NEE. Twelve years of her married life were spent in Chicago, 

111., where she was one of the founders of the " Home for the 

Friendless," and for several years one of its managers; one of 

the managers of the "Industrial School Association," and an 

active member of the First Congregational Church in its early 

history. 

The crowning life work of this Christian teacher, wife and 

mother was, Avith her husband and family, to bring to our state 

her ripe experience, and establish in our midst a school Avhich 

has attained, in six years, an enviable reputation, and is an im­

portant factor in our educational element. 

Mrs. FEANK BUCKBEE. 

ST. J O H N ' S HOME. 

THIS INSTITUTION takes its name from the sentence chosen as 

its motto: 

"From that hour, that disciple took her into his avna home." 

The undertaking being that of a body of brethren in Christ 

desirous of making their corporate union effective for Christian 

Avork, our beloved and lamented Bishop W M . E . AEMITAGE se­

lected this name as a constant reminder and incentive. 
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The abiding together of the Blessed Mother and St. John, 

after the Saviour's charge from His cross; their holiness, 

their mutual tenderness of affection, their unceasing remem­

brance of Him who made them mother and son, all com­

bine, in imagination, to make their home the very ideal of a 

Christian home. We set before ourselA^es the purpose, Ave pray 

the Master to help us to reach it, to make this Home, in tone 

and spirit, in influence and effect, more and more Avorthy of its 

name. I t is in happy accord with the name, that the inmates 

have been chiefly aged and solitary women. Those who have 

cared for them have been abundantly repaid in their peaceful 

lives, and in the happy deaths of those who have been called 

away. We have at the present time only eleven inmates who, 

including the matron and servant,- are all we can accommodate. 

We have been enabled, since the opening of the "Home," to 

proA'ide shelter and food for about seventy persons, including a 

fcAV children, many, of course, being only in need of temporary 

aid. 

The charity known as "St. John's H o m e " has nearly com­

pleted its eighth year, and is designed to furnish homes for des­

titute and friendless Avomen of the Protestant Episcopal Church 

in this diocese, so far as our means Avill permit. 

When the women of our parish were organized into a Church 

Aid Society, a committee consisting of three ladies — Mrs. 

LOUISA DELAFIELD, Mrs. ANNA MCCAETEE and Mrs. H. O. 

GEEEN—was chosen to flnd a house suitable for a "Church 
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Home," but it Avas not until June, 1868, that they made an ac­

tual beginning. On the 17th of the same month, our beloved 

and sainted Bishop, the Et. Eev. JACKSON KEMPEE, opened the 

"Home" Avith appropriate services. The building (326 Syca­

more street) was fitted up and occupied as a " Home" until 

April, 1869, when, through the exertions of the executive com­

mittee, the house No. 682 Van Buren street was purchased, and, 

in May, the " Home " was removed to its present quarters. 

The names of the first executive committee deserve to be 

here recorded. 
Mrs. ELISHA ELDRED, President. 

Mrs. W M . H . W R I G H T , Treasurer. 

Mrs. Dr. DOUSMAN, Secretary. 

St. Paul's Church—Mrs. JONES, Miss S. ELDEBD. 
St. John's Church — Mrs. GREEN, LARKIN and HABDISON. 

St. James'Church — Mrs. CASWELL, FEATHERSTONHAUGH and Miss 

ROUSSEAU. 

All Saints' Church — Mrs. BIRCHARD and HEARDING. 

Christ's Church — Mrs. ALCOTT and YOUNG. 

The committee jjrocured from the legislature of 1868, the 

charter for the "Home," and on Easter Tuesday, March 30th, 

the first board of directors was elected, consisting of the follow­

ing named gentlemen: Messrs. JAMES KNEELAND, ED. EODDIS, 

EOBT. YOUNG, WINFIELD SMITH, J . F. BIECHAED, EOBT. H . 

STEONG, H . T . SELBY, E . H . G . MEACHAM, GEOEGE HAEDISON, J . 

A. HELFENSTEIN, W M . P. MEEEILL, O . B . BUTTLES. 

Under the charter, the Women's Executive Committee above 

named were appointed by the directors and entrusted Avith the 
5 
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in ternal management of the H o m e . The executive committee 

now consists of th i r ty ladies, six from each parish in the city.. 

Mrs. W. F. WHITNEY, 

Mrs. E. W. BARNES, 

Mrs. WM. KBNDBICK, 

Mrs. H . P . REYNOLDS, 

Mrs. L. P. HODGES, 

Mrs. HUTCHINSON, 

St. Paul's Church. 
Mrs. A. MCGARTER, 

Mrs. WiNiELD SMITH, 

St. John's Church. 
Mrs. Dr. MEACHAM, 

Mrs. W. S. JOHNSON, 

St. James' Church. 
Mrs. Jos. PAIGE, 

Mrs. ED. BRADLEY, 

All Saints' Cathedral. 

Mrs. THBO. F . TERHUNE, 

Miss. S. E. ELDRED. 

Mrs. W. H. WOLF, 

Mrs. EDDY. 

Mrs. C. A. BUTTLES. 
MrS.FEATHBRSTONHAUGH, 

Mrs. W M . H . WRIGHT, Mrs. W. L. HINSDALE, Mrs. JAMES HICKOX, 

Mrs. Dr. OBTON, 

Mrs. R. C. JOHNSON, 

Mrs. FIXTBR, 

Mrs. WM. H. HEARDING, Mrs. B. W. FBLTHOUSBN. 

Christ's Church. 
Mrs. J. H. WALKATH, 

Mrs. E. MABINER, 

Mrs. J. B . OLIYBB, 

Mrs. H. 0. GBEEN. 

Officers of the Executive Committee. 
Mrs. WM. H . WRIGHT, President. Mrs. A. MCCARTEB, Treas. (pro tern). 
Mrs. WM. H . HEARDING, Vice Prest. Mrs. THEODORE F . TERHUNE, Secretary. 

Our H o m e bui lding is a large four story modern bui l t house, 

al together too small to accomodate our applications for admis-

.«ion. 
Mrs. T H E O . F . T E E H U N E , 

Secretary. 

i 
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THE MILWAUKEE OEPHAN ASSOCIATION. 

IN the end of the year 1849, the ladies of the MilAvaukee 

Benevolent Society became conA înced that some steps must be 

taken to provide a home for the many orphan children that they 

met in their visits to the poor, and a committee of four were 

appointed to draAV up a constitution AA'hich they presented to a 

meeting of the society on January 4, 1850. 

The constitution was adopted, and the association organized, 

electing the following officers and managers for the coming 

year: . , 
Officers. 

Mrs. LOUISA HALL, 1st Directress. Mrs. W. L. PARSONS, Secretary. 

Mrs. G. P. HBAA'ITT, 2d Directress. Mrs. A. MITCHELL, Treasurer. 

Mrs. B . MCVICKAR, 

Mrs. S. B. GRANT, 

Mrs. E. ELDBED, 

Mrs. E. LADUB, 

Mrs. C. ARNOLD, 

ASAHBL FINCH, 

Managers. 
Mrs. E. D. HOLTON. 

Mrs. D. MCDOUGAL, 

Mrs. A. D. SMITH, 

Mrs. W. H. BYRON, 

Mrs. J. P. GBEVES, 

Board of Councillors. 

J. B. MABTIN, 

Mrs. H. PECK, 

Mrs. J. HuESTis, 
Mrs. A. F . CLABKE, 

Mrs. J. F . RAGUE, -

Mrs. W M . P. YOUNG. 

FRANCIS RANDALL, 

ELIPHALBT CRAMER, LINDSAY W A R D . 

Having obtained a charter from the legislature, and funds 

enough from kind friends to Avarrant a small beginning, the 

ladies rented a small house and went to Avork, poor indeed as the 

World counts gain, but rich in faith and hope, trusting largely 
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to the charities of the citizens, in Avhich they have never been 

disappointed. 

The family of nine children, with AAdiich they started, In­

creased before the end of the year to tAA'enty-three, for fifteen of 

Avhom good and permanent homes Avere found. 

In 1851, Mrs. W M . P . YOUNG donated a A^aluable lot, on which, 

in 1854, a good sized and convenient building Avas erected, to 

AA'hich additions Avere made from time to time, as need required, 

till finally, in 1869, even that Avas found inadequate to accommo­

date the ever increasing family, and a large and commodious 

family mansion was purchased. This house is admirably 

adapted for the purpose, with large rooms and lofty ceilings, 

and, what conduces greatly to the health and happiness of the 

children, a pleasant yard, planted with shade trees and flowers 

on the high bluff overlooking our beautiful Lake Michigan. 

Thus, for twenty-six years, a family of young children, vary­

ing in number from twenty to over sixty, Avith no endoAvment 

fund, no industry of sufficient magnitude to be profitable, but 

trusting only to "charity that never faileth," has been main­

tained without even suffering a single Avant, or feeling one 

necessity. Truly may Ave exclaim, " I will trust in Thee, and 

fear no evil, for thou God art with me." 

During these foregoing years the legislature has appropriated 

$4,500 towards its support, for while it is not a state institution, 

or under the control or maintenance of the state, still orphan 

children from all parts of the state are received and cared for in 
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the asylum; girls under tAA'eh-e years of age, and boys under ten, 

the object of the board being to provide good homes for the 

children, boys especially, before or as soon after tAvelve years old 

as possible. Infants AVIIO are full orphans are ahvays taken i)i 

care by the institution; but infants AA'IIO are half orphans are 

not received under tAvo years of age. At the close of the tAventy-

sixth year, the whole number of children cared for since the 

commencement is 772. 

The institution is out of debt, besides OAvning the asylum 

building, Avhicli stands a monument to the untiring labor of the 

women of Mihvaukee in behalf of the orphan children. 

During the first years of the association, hard Avork AA-as neces­

sary to supply the daily wants; and now though comparatively 

easy financially, yet if the ladies should cease their labors for 

one year even, they Avould be obliged to close their doors; for, 

though managed as economically as possible, a family of more 

than sixty require a good deal of expenditure to make them 

comfortable. The school, AA'here they are also taught needle 

work and knitting, is attended by all but the youngest children. 

This, of course, is some expense, but is money Avell laid out, as 

it makes the children industrious, Avell behaved and intelligent, 

and better fitted to do their duty in that state of life unto AA'hich 

it shall please God to call them. . 

Officers. ':-

Mrs. C. SHEPABD, 1st Directress. Mrs. J. H. VAN DYKE, Treasurer. 
Mrs. S. S. SHERJIAN, 2d Directress. Mrs. W M . P. LYNDE, Secretary. 
Mrs. E. LADUB, 3d Directress. Mrs. A. MCCARTEB, Assistant Secretary. 

Mrs. J. W. MEACHAM, Corresponding Secretary. 
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Mrs. E. ELDRED, Mrs. 

Mrs. A. F. CLARKE, Mrs. 

Mrs. M. B. MEDBURY, Mrs. 

Mrs. R. D. JENNINGS, Mrs. 

Mrs. G. D. NoERis, Mrs. 
Mrs. LEVI KELLOGG, Mrs. 

Mrs. L. MCKNIGHT, Mrs. 

Mrs. C. H. LARKIN, Mrs. 

Mrs. JOSEPH BRADFORD, Mrs. 

Mrs. J. MAGIB. Mrs. 

Mrs. J. W. VAN SCHAICK, Mrs. 

Mrs. JOHN PLANKIN 

Managers. 

E. SHAW, 

L. J. HODGES, 

T. W. GOODRICH, 

GEOBGE TRACY, 

C. WHITCOMB, 

FBANK TEBRY, 

J . D. INBUSCH, 

W. H . FABNHAM, 

W. S. HAND, 

I. M. ADAMS, 

J. J. HAGERMANN, 

GTON, Mrs. R. C. 

Mrs. J. H. BOOTH, 

Mrs. SCHOAF, 

Mrs. ELIAS F R I E N D , 

Mrs. EYBBINGHAM, 

Mrs. J. W. MEACHAM, 

Mrs. A. MCCARTEB, 

Mrs. C. A. H E N D E B , 

Mrs. Dr. MEACHEM, 

Mrs. N. SIMON, 

Mrs. J. B. KissiNGEB, 
Mrs. L. BLAKE, 

JOHNSON. 

Matron—Miss MARIA MASON. Teacher—Miss W E L L S . 

Retired Managers who have served more than twenty years. 

Mrs. J. H . ROGERS, Mrs. H. BOSWORTH, Mrs. E. CRAMER, 

Mrs. G. W H I T N E Y , Mrs. G. P . HBAVITT. 

Board of Councillors. 

J. H. VAN DYKE, A. F INCH, J. D. INBUSCH. 

Atiditm:—S. S. SHERMAN. 

ANNA MCCAETEE, 

Assistant and Acting Secretary. 
MILWAUKEE, W I S . , February 22,1876. 

MES. WILLIAM PITT LYNDE. 

ALTHOUGH it was not the object of this volume to record biog­

raphies, yet the history of woman's benevolent work in Wiscon­

sin AA'Ould be incomplete Avithout honorable mention of Mrs. 
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LYNDE, AA'ho Avas the inspirer and founder of many of the noblest 

charities in its largest city, MilAvaukee, and Avho has for the last 

five years occupied a prominent place, Avitli four gentlemen, on 

the State Board of Charities and Eeform. / • • • • 

This lady is a native of the state of NeAV York, and Avas mar­

ried in the year 1841, at the age of twenty-tAA'o, to the Hon. W M . 

PITT LY'NDE, HOAV member of congress. Mr. and Mrs. LYNDE 

immediately sought the ncAV Avest, and founded their home in the 

then territory of Wisconsin. Here she has alAA'ays liA'ed, and has 

enjoyed Avoman's highest honor and blessing in rearing a family 

of six children. 

Mrs. LY'NDE had received an excellent school education, gradu­

ating from a female academy in Albany, N. Y., and taking the 

first prize medal for a composition AA'hich Avas read in Dr. 

SPEAGUE'S church by W M . H . SEAVAED, then governor of the 

state. This early culture of mind gave Mrs. LYNDE sources 

of happiness which are not found in the rounds of fashionable 

life, and inspired her AA'itli an earnest desire for the true eleA-a-

tion of her sex. 

Mrs. LYNDE has neA-er sought notoriety, but has been sought 

by the places which needed her services. She considered the 

world's charities next to home duties, to come Avithin the pale of 

woman's influence and effort, and as early as the year 1849, Avas 

instrumental in the formation, and presided over, the first benev­

olent society in the city of MilAvaukee, out of AA'hich grew the 

Protestant Orphan Asylum, and many other charitable orgauiza-
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tions of ladies. Over this institution Mrs. LYNDE has ever had 

a AA'atchful care, and has been its efficient secretary for many 

years. 

In 1871, GoA'. FAIECHILD tendered and urged upon Mrs. LYNDE 

a place on the Board of State Charities and Eeform, which, by 

the advice of her husband, she Avas induced to accept. I t has not 

been ascertained by the Avriter of this paper that a similar honor 

has been placed ujion any Avoman in the land, unless the city of 

Boston on one occasion so honored itself. That Mrs. LYNDE has 

been a most acceptable and useful officer on this board, her asso­

ciate gentlemen members and the entire state attest. 

To receiA'e commendation from the censorship of the body pol­

itic, AA'hicli is CA'cr pronounced soulless and merciless in its deal­

ings, is no small credit to any one; but especially to a lady, 

AA'hose native refinement might incline her to shrink from some 

of the duties of her office. There is evidence, on the contrary, 

that Mrs. LY'NDE, by her knoAA'ledge of domestic life and home 

amenities, Avitli a AA'oman's intuition and delicate tact, has been 

able to contribute more to the real comfort and Avell being of the 

unfortunate Avitliin the Avails of our public institutions, than any 

man could. The knowledge obtained in her capacity of member­

ship in the State Board, of the deplorable condition of the poor 

houses of the state, led this untiring lady to make an appeal to the 

hearts of the Avomen of her own city, AA'hich resulted in an organ­

ization, of which she is still president, called " The Local Visit­

ing Committee for the MilAvaukee County Public Charities and 
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Corrections." Out of this association has grown the Mihvaukee 

Industrial School for girls and A'ery young boys, of AA'hich Mrs. 

LYNDE is also president. "Wliat man on the Board of Charities 

has had his heart so touched that he has used the information he 

has gained by the observation of AA'ant and suffering, in establish­

ing in his oAA'u toAvn and county, such outgrowths of blessing to 

the cause of humanity? I hope there are many. Mrs. LY'NDE 

has had added during the past tAA'o years to her other public ser­

vices, that of Trustee of the Mihvaukee Female College. 

Such is the history in brief of one Christian Avoman in our 

young state, hastily and uiiAA'orthily sketched at the last moment 

of time for the alloted task. As we have seen the golden chain 

of this life of love lengthen its bright links, we have Avondered 

and admired. Long may it be spared to this commonwealth, 

and CA'er may the young daughters of Wisconsin aspire to the 

legacy of this glorious examjile, and " fill their odorous lamps 

with deeds of light " to illumine a darkened Avoiid. 
A. B. B. 

MADISON, WIS., March 18, 1876. 

SOLDIEES' HOME, MILWAUKEE. 

IN vicAV of the exigencies of the times, a few earnest and 

patriotic Avomen, residing in Mihvaukee, fired with enthusiasm, 

and inspired by a common Avish to stay not their hands in the 
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work, SO long as there remained a pledge unfulfilled or a promise 

unredeemed to the soldiers of the rebellion, organized, April, 

1864, an association to be known as " The Wisconsin Soldiers' 

Home," and chose the following officers and directors: 

President—Mrs. LYDIA E . H E W I T T . 

Vice Presidents : 

Mrs. E. L. BUTTRICK, Mrs. J. J. TALLMADGE, 

Mrs. J. H. ROGERS, Mrs. S. S. MERRILL. 

Secretary — Mrs. A. J. AIKBNS. 

Assistant Secretary — Mrs. J. M. KIMBALL. 

Treasurer—Mrs. D. A. OLIN. 

Mrs. LYDIA E . HEAVITT, 

Mrs. E. L. BUTTRICK, 

Mm. J . H. ROGERS, 

MIS. J . J . TALLMADGE, 

Mre. S. S. MERRILL, 

Mrs. A. J . AIKENS, 

Mrs. D. A. OLIN, 

Mrs. S. T. HOOKER, 

Mrs. CHAS. BIGBLOAV, 

Mrs. JAMBS HOLTON, 

Mrs. A. VEDDER, 

Mrs. BYRON KILBOUKN, 

Mrs. W A L T E R BURKE, 

Mrs. W M . ALLEN, 

Mrs. F R B D ' K WARDNBR, 

Mrs. CHAS. MOODY, 

Mrs. H. 0 . GREENE, 

Mrs. W. R . SMITH, 

Directresses: 

Mrs. CHAS. LAEKIN, Mrs. 

Mrs. G. G. DOUSMAN, Mrs. 

Mrs. JOHN S . RICKBR, Mrs. 

Mrs. E D W ' D O 'NEI I . , Mrs. 

Mrs. R. M. FoBSHBE, Mrs. 
Mrs. 0 . H. WALDO, Mrs. 

Mrs. J. M. DUEAND, Mrs. 

Mrs. B . B . JONBS, Mrs. 

Mrs. E . TERRY, Mrs. 

Mrs. G. W. SANFOBD, Mrs. 

Mrs. ANNA MCCARTEB, Mrs. 

Mrs. A. GREEN, Mrs. 

Mrs. S. B . SCOTT, Mrs. 

Mrs. J. M. KIMBALL, Mrs. 

Mrs. H. C. CROCKEB,, Mrs. 

Mrs. A. J. LANGWORTHY, Mrs. 

Mrs. GEO. C. W H I T E , Mrs. 

Mrs. E. J. H I L L , Mrs. 

Mrs. R. W. PIERCE. 

AMBROSE ELY, 

D. W. RICHARDSON, 

W . G . FITCH, 

JOHN PLANKINTON, 

J. M. NORTHEUP, 

II. T. THOMPSON, 

JACKSON HADLEY, 

C. K. WATKINS, 

R. P. ELMOEE, 5 

J. P. W H A L I N G , 

C. E. W B N D T , 

C. E. UBNDBE, 

C. A. AXTELL, 

LEAVIS MACK, 

R. P. FITZGERALD, 

JOHN A. DUTCHEB, 

JOS. BBADFOBD, 

Dr. HEAVTTT, 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 7 5 

Advisory Committee: •-. • • , " ' . , ' - " 

Mr. JOHN PLANKINTON, Mr. J. J. TALLMADGE, : .. 

Hon. ALEXANDER MITCHELL, Mr. W. N. SINCLAIB, ., , 

Mr. S. T. HOOKER, Mr. H. T. THOMPSON, 

Mr. W. B. HiBBABD. v.: • 

Legal Counsel — Mr. 0 . H. W A L D O . 

A building was immediately secured on AYest Water street near 

Spring, and used for the purpose of the Home until the transfer 

of property to the National Home, April 30, 1867. This organ­

ization was independent of all preexisting ones, having no aid or 

support from the various commissions and no connection there­

with, relying wholly upon voluntary contributions of the people. 

Popular enthusiasm Avas great and generous, and a feeling 

existed that too much could not be done to alleviate the suffer­

ings and lessen the privations of the gallant men composing our 

armies. How to use Avisely the popular enthusiasm AA'hen the 

pressing need for aid and succor was ever present, and liOAV to 

crystallize it into a permanent benefit, when the exciting scenes 

of the war had been forgotten, soon became a serious question. 

The plan projected by the organizers of this enterprise, AV'hose 

^name implied somewhat of its purpose, Avas substantially the 

same as that which has since been carried out by gOA^ernment, 

more fully than would haA'e been possible by a private corpora­

tion. The institution was chartered by the legislature, February 

3,1865, having for its declared object the affording a temporary 

place of rest and refreshment for the soldiers of the Federal 
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army passing through the city on their way to and from the 

fields of active operation, and a future asylum for such soldiers 

honorably discharged from the service, who, having no homes, 

and disabled by wounds or sickness, were unable to support 

themselves. 

To raise the funds necessary for the erection of an asylum, a 

fair Avas projected and held in the city of MihA'aukee, opening 

June 28, 1865, and continuing ten days; for which purpose a 

temporary building was erected, three hundred feet front by one 

hundred and thirty-five feet deep, surmounted by an arched roof 

fifty feet high, beneath which, in the center of the structure, AA'as 

erected a floral temple. Eunning entirely around the main hall, 

at a height of twelve feet, was a gallery sixteen feet in width, 

which was reached by broad stairAvays at the further end of the 

hall. The interior of the building was tastefully decorated Avith 

evergreens, flowers and bunting, entirely concealing the un­

dressed pine lumber of Avhich it was constructed. 

The capacity of the dining room was sufficient for the accom­

modation of flfteen hundred people. Hundreds of gas jets illu­

minated CA'ery corner of the building by night. 

During the progress of the fair, the 5th battery, portions of 

the 3d, 6th, 12th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 37th and 38th, and what re­

mained of the 21st, 24th, 25th and 32d regiments returned to 

Milwaukee, also a number of Minnesota regiments; part of these 

troops were sent to Madison to be mustered out, and part re­

mained. All were refreshed with food, and many were lodged 
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at the fair building upon their arrival and during their stay in 

the city. 

Many of the counties, towns and villages throughout the state 

cooperated in the enterprise of the fair, sending delegates to su­

perintend and dispose of their donations. Every department of 

commerce, manufactures and agriculture Avere represented, being 

presided over by reliable persons in the A'arious branches. 

The Fine Arts Department represented the best art in the 

country, and Avas the flrst attempt to exhibit a collection of 

paintings and statuary in Wisconsin. The Scientific Depart­

ment contained a large number of botanical, geological and zoo­

logical specimens, which Avere voted, during the progress of the 

fair, to an educational institution within the state. Conspicuous 

for completeness and attractiveness Avas the Musical Department 

and Department of Arms and Trophies. One of the most in­

teresting and praiseworthy features was the Department of the 

Public Schools, presided over by the children under the direc­

tion of their teachers. 

The editorial committee published in the fair building a daily 

paper called "The Home Fair Journal," devoted to the interests 

of the fair, and containing reports of committees, circulars, ac-

knoAAdedgments, etc. A portion of the space in the Journal AA'as 

devoted to original articles of a miscellaneous character, and 

aimed to be, in some sort, an exponent of the literary taste and 

ability of the people of the state, as AA'CU as their liberality. 

The German Department embraced many interesting features, 
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prominent among which was the Holland kitchen. A large tent 

belonging to the State Agricultural Society was borrowed for 

the occasion, occupying a space next the building, in which were 

exhibited birds, animals, etc., one of the attractions of which 

Avas the "War Eagle," the bird that for three years accompanied 

the Eighth Wisconsin regiment. 

I t is impossible to speak in detail of the various departments 

which lent interest and attractiveness to the fair, or of the many 

entertainments given for its benefit by interested friends 

throughout the state, both during its progress and prior to its 

opening. 

Through the untiring efforts of the ladies composing the 

board, the wise counsel and active cooperation of the advisory 

committee of gentlemen, and the generous support of the pub­

lic generally, the fair proved in every sense all its projectors had 

hoped. The cash profits, after all expenses were paid, amounted 

to over one hundred and ten thousand dollars, the bulk of wliich 

sum Avas subsequently paid over to the National Asylum Com­

missioners, thereby securing the location at Milwaukee of one of 

the National Homes. After several months of unabated labor 

in closing up official accounts, accrediting moneys received and 

making reports, purchasing a site, offering proposals, and ac­

cepting plans and specifications for the erection of the perma­

nent home, the officers, wearied by labors well and cheerfully 

performed, and feeling assured that the object for which the 

Home was established were now secured, withdrcAV from tlie 
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board. After this, frequent changes were made in the direction 

of the Home, until July 5, 1866, Avhen a formal proposition Avas 

made to the managers of the National Asylum, to turn over all 

moneys, lands and property, to be used in the purchase of a site 

and constructing of an asylum in or near the cit}' of Mihvaukee. 

After sundry preliminaries extending over a period of several 

months, the board of commissioners accepted the proposition. 

April 30, 1867, the last meeting of the association Avas held. 

The folloAving July, 1867, a deed in due and legal form couA-eyed 

to the board of commissioners of the National Asylum for Dis­

abled Soldiers all the real estate of Avhich the Wisconsin Sol­

diers' Home was legally in possession; also all bonds, moneys 

and other proj^erty remaining in the treasury. Up to which 

date, 31,650 soldiers had been entertained at the Home. Over 

one thousand received medical treatment, and of this number 

but twenty-eight died, most of whom were in the last stages of 

their disease when admitted into the Home. 

During the three years' existence of the Wisconsin Soldiers' 

Home the institution was conducted entirly by women, aided by 

an advisory committee of gentlemen, all of whose services Avere 

gratuitous; the superintendent and matron only being salaried. 

During a portion of the last year of its existence, however, the 

attending physicians and nurses Avere paid; previous to which 

time these offices were gratuitously performed by the lady man­

agers and city physicians. 

The board of managers of the National Home (Northwestern 
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Branch) in compliance AA'ith their pledges and in consideration 

of the moneys and property received from the Wisconsin Sol­

diers' Home, proceeded Avith all reasonable despatch to purchase 

grounds and erect suitable buildings thereon for the accommoda­

tion of the soldiers having a legitimate claim on their bounty. 

The manifest comfort and happiness of the inmates fully attest 

that the pledges made the " Wisconsin Soldiers' Home Associa­

tion " have been more than faithfully kept. 

The situation of the NorthAvestern Branch of the Soldiers' 

Asylum is the finest in the country (see note), and the truly 

magnificent grounds, Avith the commodious buildings thereon, 

stand a monument to the glories of that triumph which saved a 

Nation and preserved to us and them a home. 

NOTE. — "The northwestern branch, under command of Gen. EDAVABD W . 
HiNCKS, is getting a popularity with the disabled soldiers hitherto unlmown. It 
has been crowded to its capacity during the past winter, although the board of 
managers have an authoritative hope that a considerable portion of the benefi­
ciaries will find employment during the summer. The situation of the Home 
buildings attached to this branch is the finest in the country. The park is ex­
celled by none except it may be Central Park, Kew York," — Extract from Re­
port of Board of Managers to Congress, for the year 1873. 
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SELECTIONS 
FROM 

CentenntaZ Records, 

In February, 1875, Mrs. J . G. THOEP of Madison received 

the appointment of chairman for the state of Wisconsin, from 

Mrs. E. D. GILLESPIE, President of the Women's National Cen­

tennial Executive Committee of Philadelphia. Mrs. THOEP'S 

first official act was to issue the following 

A P P E A L TO T H E AVOMEN OF WISCONSIN, AND I N T H E I E NAME, TO 

THE L E G I S L A T U E E OF THE STATE. 

Women of Wisconsin: — The voice of our approaching National Anniversary 
calls to us. Let us, for the time, subordinate individual interests, in obedience to 
the summons. We return to the homes of our youth, with our cliildren and our 
children's children, to celebrate the golden wedding days, bearing with us our 
choicest offerings; and we gather there, fresh fruits from the Tree of Life. Let 
us in Hke manner, rekindle the holy sentiments of truth and loyalty to our mother 
country upon the gloAving altar of our national nativity, on the 4th of July, 1876! 

Let AviUing hearts and ready hands attest our gratitude, for the place we occupy 
and the name we bear, among the nations of the earth. The worth and magni­
tude of such considerations AviU lift us to higher levels, and secure to us broader 
and stronger thought. In the plentitude of conscious ability, we have hitherto 
felt ignorant ajid helpless in many ways, for the want of that strength, which is 
the outgroAvth of union aad systematized action. 

\ 

^' 
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The time is indicated, the opportunity furnished, for us to avail ourselves of this 
power and influence. 

Are we not ready and eager to respond, each in our own way, as God has given 
us the ability? 

Every woman, who has inteUigently read the " signs of the times," vnU in her 
own heart, comprehend somewhat, the meaning and tendency of tiiis m.ovement, 
as an indication of Providence. 
i Every such woman, doubtless, feels that some new ground must be gained, in 
reference to the education and habits of women, before we realize the full type 
of true American womanhood. 

Amid the agitation and conflict upon this subject, it is difficult to discern clearly 
and definitely. 

Between the two extremes, one represented by public debate and assertion, the 
other by frivolity and weakness, there is, doubtless, sound middle ground which 
may be occupied with safety and advantage. 

Women guided by pure and healthful mstincts AviH naturally find tliis golden 
mean for themselves, if they decide to think and act harmoniously upon the sub­
ject. 

Love of home, in its family and national sense, is a true incentive. Those who 
appreciate the blessings which floAV to them through these channels VVTII not ig­
nore it. In this regard, there is no division of interests between men and women. 

Gentlemen of the Legislature: — Understanding, as you do, the influence of the 
wife and mother in your own homes, we ask of you a practical illustration of that 
estimate, as Avomen of the state of our mutual birthright or adoption. 

The same arguments that are applicable to the appropriation of money, for the 
general interests of the Exhibition we conceive to be equally applicable to the 
special department represented by the "Woman's Centennial Executive Commit­
tee." It is to be used for the same purposes, and its expenditure provided for m 
the same manner, by state and local committees. 

No compensation is to be paid for services rendered. 
Expenses necessarily incurred in the discharge of duties are alone provided for. 
Accounts Avill be carefully inspected by suitable and experienced persons ap­

pointed by the State Committee. 
The expenditure of money appropriated by the legislature shall be open to then-

investigation. As sharers and workers Avith you in all that pertains to the honor 
and well being of the family, the state and the Nation, we ask you to set aside for 
our special use the sum of one thousand dollars, or whatever you may conceive to 
be a suitable amount for the women of the state which you have the honor to 
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represent, who are requested by the National Committee to occupy a place, and 
bear a part in the forthcoming International Exhibition. ,, . 

MKS. J. G. THORP. 
Chairman of Woman's Centennial Executive Committee. 

MADISON, Wis. 
Mrs. JOHN BASCOJI, Secretary. 

The following response was receiA'cd from the governor of the 
state: •. , 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, EXECUTIVE DErAKTJiENT, 

MADISON, Feb. 26,1875. 

T O MES. J. G. TUOKP, MBS. J. C. GEEOOBY AND MBS. JOHN BASCOM, Officers 

of the Woman's Centennial Executive Committee. 

LADIES : — I have received a copy of your appeal to the legislature for aid in 
your effort to secure to the women of Wisconsin that honorable position wliich 
the National Committee have invited you to occupy in the forthcoming Interna­
tional Exhibition. 

History concedes that the cause of the American Colonies could not haA'e with­
stood the hardships of a long and exhausting war without the patriotic self denial 
and moral heroism exhibited by tiie women of the Revolution. I am equally 
convinced that those blessings of free government we now enjoy as the fruit of 
that contest, a hundred years ago, can never be preserved from the perils of a 
prosperous peace without the moral and refining mfluences of the family circle, 
and the inspiring example of those noble and virtuous wives and mothers of our 
land, who have especially in their charge the education of the young and the 
care of the old. With such a responsibility and mission, I cannot doubt the right 
of the women of Wisconsin to the recognition you seek for them in the forthcom­
ing celebration of our National Birthday, and j'ou have the a.ssurance of my 
hearty sympathy and cooperation in your appHcation for public aid, to further 
that noble purpose, and the small amount asked for, I hope, will be generously ac­
corded. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W.R.TAYLOR. ^ 

The legislature of Wisconsin appropriated the sum of $1,000 
for the use of the Woman's State Centennial Executive Com­
mittee, AA'hich had been in the meantime organized. This com­
mittee held Aveekly meetings, issued formulas for auxiliary asso-
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ciations, and recommended the inauguration of centennial clubs 
throughout the state. The following is the 

OFFICIAL E E P O E T OF THE MEETING OF THE FIEST 
CENTENNIAL CLUB, 

Under the Auspices of the Executive Committee, at the Capital City. 

In response to invitations issued by Mrs. J . G. THOEP, chair­
man of the Woman's State Centennial Committee, a large con­
course of ladies and gentlemen assembled at her residence last 
evening, March 30, to organize a Woman's Centennial Club. 
The company were animated and enthusiastic, each face wearing 
a bright and interested expression; conversation had an easy 
flow, because there Avas a theme to talk about more inspiring 
than the compliments and generalities which form the beginning, 
Aiiddle and end of topics at a fashionable party. After moving 
from room to room of this " ideal home," as one lady expressed 
it, and admiring its graceful and harmonious appointments, the 
company was called to order by Gen. ATAVOOD, of the National 
Centennial Commission, Avho imparted the enthusiasm which Avas 
no ncAv fire in, his OAvn breast, by the following interesting and 
pertinent remarks: 

" In behalf of the centennial commission, of which he was a member, he desired 
to express congratulations to the ladies for the evidences here presented, that the 
women of Wisconsin were awake to the importance of the grand event that is to 
take place in 1876, and he thanked them for the honor of being called upon to aid 
in the organization of a Woman's State Centennial Club. Our nation is approach­
ing the close of the first hundred years of its existence; and it is known that ar­
rangements are in progress for commemorating that event, by holding an interna­
tional exposition in Philadelphia, the real homestead of the Union, where the 
nation was bom, and where stands the old haU in which the immortal Decla­
ration of Independence Avas signed, and where still hangs the old bell that pro-
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claimed liberty to the people. It is a fitting place and a fitting time for such an 
enterprise. Under a law of congress, a Centennial Commission was organized 
three years ago, consisting of representatives from each state and territory in the 
Union, to which was committed the duty of superintending the general arrange­
ments for tliis exposition. From history, we learn that man was created before 
woman. It was soon found, no doubt, that he would prove a great failure if left 
alone; and woman was created as a helper. Ever since that time women have 
been found active and efficient coworkers in all great and good enterprises. 
Nothing of vital importance has transpired in the land, unless it received, in some 
way, the aid of women. Especially has this been the case in our own country. 
During the revolutionary war, the women took a prominent part. If they did not 
go into the field of battle, they encouraged their fathers, brothers, sweethearts and 
friends to do so; and they molded bullets from pewter ware, for them to use in 
fighting battles for freedom. In our late war, we all remember what efficient aid 
the women of the country rendered in saving the Union. It is reasonable to pre­
sume that, but for the hearty cooperation of women, we should never have had in, 
the first place a free republic here; and having obtained it, but for their aid the 
Union would have been broken up in the late struggle. During the first year of the 
labors of the National Centemiial Commission, there was slow progress; the work was 
attended with many discouragements. Wliile the enterprise impressed itself upon 
the members as one of immense magnitude, it was difficult to arouse the attention 
of the people generally to a proper sense of its importance. Previous to the meet­
ing a year afterwards, the true spirit of the matter had been caught up by the 
women of Philadelphia, and an organization of noble and patriotic women had 
been eff'ected in that city. The influence of this movement was at once felt in the 
commission; its members were stimulated and encouraged by it, and from that 
time excellent progress has been made ui the noble work of preparation for the 
international exposition. No doubt is now entertained but this will prove the 
grandest event of the century, and the most complete exposition of the kind the 
world has ever knoAvn. The Yankee nation is proverbial for doing whatever it 
Undertakes in a manner superior to that in which things of a like character have 
been done before. Our people feel that he who has the last story to tell has a de­
cided advantage; and having the experience of other expositioi* before them, 
they win profit by it, and get up a better one than any that have preceded it. 
Tliat such Avill be the case with our exposition in 1876, there can be no doubt. 
The influence of the Philadelphia women's organization has spread throughout 
the land; and now auxiliary organizations are in working order in many of the 
states; and the object of this meeting is to inaugurate a women's club for the 
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state of Wisconsin; and there is abundant evidence before us that it wiQ prove an 
auspicious beginning of a great work. 

"Wisconsin has immense resources to present for exhibition, and she cannot 
afford to fail in having them represented. She must act; and there was now 
every reason to feel that proper action would be taken to give her a full represen­
tation at Philadelphia. The legislatm-e has provided for a State Board of Cen­
tennial Managers, and the governor has appointed most excellent men upon it. It 
will organize next week, when it is hoped efficient work wiU be commenced. The 
women are aroused and at work, and success is assured. No state can boast of 
better women than Wisconsin; and there can be no fear but their department wiU 
be well fnied. With their stimulus and aid to the men, Wisconsin wiU assume its 
proper place in the grand centennial exposition in 1876. In tiie next meeting of 
the National Commission, he should feel fuUy justified in reporting that such will 
be the case." 

Gen. ATWOOD, apparently delighted that others were ready to 
help him bear the burden he had so long and bravely\carried 
alone, then, by the request of Mrs. THOEP, read the general plan 
draAvn up by the Woman's State Committee, of which she is 
chairman. More than fifty persons, ladies and gentlemen, at 
once signed their names to these articles. 

President BASCOM, of the State University, Avas then called on 
for remarks, which he made in his own graceful and fiuent style. 

Mrs. Prof. J . D. BUTLEE then read the following paper, pre­
pared by her husband, who was absent from town: 

" A woman with a spoon can throw out faster than a man can throw in with 
a shovel." Some sage devised this old saw to express his astonishment at 
woman's having so much influence while wielding so little power. Tlie same 
phenomenon has induced various nations to vote their ablest women -witches, 
and hence to droAvn or bum them. From the same fact, influence is a maxi­
mum where power is a minimum, some of us feel that most women who de­
mand their rights are seeking what they have, like one looking around for liis 
glasses Avhen they are on his nose, or just above it. The truth is that men 

I 

I 
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think, but women are inspired, and only those who are inspired can in­
spire. Like the inspired book, they now, more than ever, have free course, 
and being themselves glorified, they are become the Hfe of life. " I never yet 
saw the man, how wise, how noble, young, how rarely featured, but they wiU 
spell him backward, yea turn him inside out." America has done most for 
women, and women have done most for America. Woman discovered Amer­
ica. The jewels of ISABELLA nerved the hand of COLUAIBUS so that after en­
deavors, often baffled, but still renewed, he " allured to brighter worlds and led 
the way." Five centuries before COLUMBUS, GUDBID had persuaded her hus­
band, the Scandinavian Thoi-fin, to take her across the Atlantic and start the first 
settlement in Vinland. Eighteen wives and eleven maidens adventm-ed to 
New England Plymouth among the hundred first comers thither. The planta­
tion there, but for their presence, would have been a failure, as fifteen male colo­
nies along our coast had already proved. All the married men would have died 
for lack of nursing, or at least of hasty pudding, and all the single men would have 
run away in quest of sweethearts. In establishing our independence also, women 
played no mean part. That independence was not declared by old bachelors, 
but by married men, who may be presumed to have acted under the — I AVUI not 
say dictation — but rather the inspiration of then wives. Among all the signers 
of the immortal Declaration, the man of most mountainous AviU was JOHN 
ADAMS. But JOHN ADAMS clearly acted under feminine influence. His mstruc-
tions from his wife are stfll extant in black and white. Under date of the second 
of March tliis queen bade him do what he did on the fourth of July. She had 
just before berated him as a " spaniel, because having been so often spumed by 
Britiain, he would still fawn." A dozen years ago, our national existence was 
under the dread arbitrament of war. We are all witnesses how largely that life 
tiien owed its salvation to women. Who has forgotten their work in the Chris­
tian and in the sanitary commissions? Young Unionists, also, Hke the old Con­
tinentals, wore invincible, because fighting for flags given them by hands more 
than angelic. Our centenary is to be the grand gathering together of all nations 
wliich Babel scattered. The hundred year feasts of the Romans were exclusive. 
No slave, no foreigner was allowed any part in them. AH slaves who shall ap­
proach our jubilee, AviU become free; all foreigners will find fraternization. But 
women shared in the Roman solemnity. As many maidens as young men joined 
in its choral songs and dances. Our need of women's aid is as much greater than 
the Roman's as our women have been lifted liigher than theirs by our laAvs, our 
schools, our society, and by our religion. Thus, the logic of facts proves that our 
centeimial commemoration will tum out deformed, unfinished, sent into this 
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breathing world scarce half made up, if unaided by women. A womanless 
centenary, or one in which women are mere lookers on — its emblem is Eden 
without Eve, a poem, drama, or novel Avithout any of her daugbteis — a year 
•without springtime — a flower without fragrance — an altar without a G od! 

" But history shall still repeat itself. What American mothers have been in the 
dead past, their daughters will approve themselves in the living present, making 
the most of that one day that shall recall in the long lapse from youth to age, no 
other like itself. May they, one and all, survive our centenary, and then may 
theirs be the old age of the grape which wrinkles and sweetens into the raisin, till 
they shall have become themselves centenarian." 

Much delightful and soul inspiring music was discoursed at 
intervals all the evening, by Mrs. OLE BULL and Mr. J . S. 
SMITH on the piano, and exquisite songs were listened to from 
Mrs. JOHN C. SPOONEE, Mrs. OAKLEY, Miss CHITTENDEN, Mr. 
KuEHN and Mr. CHAS. PICKAED. \ 

At half-past nine " the cup which cheers but not inebriates " 
and delicate refreshments were served. The good, old fashioned, 
patriotic hymn, " God Bless Our Native Land," lined ofi" in the 
good, old fashioned way, was sung with relish and spirit, and the 
company gradually dispersed with the universal feeling that the 
occasion had been one of delightful social union. 

Thus has been inaugurated the First Women's Centennial 
Club, at the city of Madison, the capital of this state of our love 
and pride. 

That this enterprise will succeed, and that gloriously, inciting 
the best and holiest inspirations and deeds of which woman is 
capable, no one who was present at the formation of this 
" Women's Centennial Club," can for a moment doubt. 

Mrs. J . D. BUTLEE, 

' Secretary. 
MADISON, March 31,1875. 
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Tlie Secretary of the State Centennial Club, being requested 
to Avrite to JOHN G . WHITTIEE for a Centenary Ode, which could 
be set to music and sung at the monthly meetings of the Club, 
receiA'ed the following letter: 

" AMESBUEY, 10, 4th Mo., 1875. 

'' MY DBAH MES. BUTLEB :—I feel honored by the request of thy letter in behalf 
of the Women's Centennial Club of the city of Madison, but I dare not promise to 
comply Avith it, as the state of my health and the imperative advice of my physician 
compel me to avoid engagements of this nature. But I cannot close my note 
without expressing my hearty sympathy with your movement. It is all important 
with the complete success of the great Centennial. Without the full and generous 
cooperation of woman, the Centennial would be "Adam without Eve," to use thy 
own felicitous expression. I am very truly thy friend, 

"JOHN G. WHITTIEE." 

SECOND SOCIAL EEUNION. 

The favorable auspices under which the Women's State Cen­
tennial Club was inaugurated one month ago, at Mrs. J . G. 
THOEP'S, could hardly have been better seconded than they were 
Friday evening at the residence of Mrs. DAVID ATWOOD, Presi­
dent of the Club. 

Our association may congratulate itself upon the generous 
hospitality which has cradled the infancy of our enterprise, and 
admitted it to the penetralia of bright and cheerful homes. 
Perhaps, not CÂ en at the "house warming" of the General's 
spacious new residence, so fresh in the memory of all, was there 
a more brilliant assemblage of Madison's own citizens, while 
representatives from sister cities graced the occasion. Mrs. 
WEIGHT, President of the Beloit Club, Mrs. DAVIS, Treasurer, 
Mrs. INGEESOLL, Secretary, attended by Mrs. WATEEMAN and 
Mrs. STOCKING of Beloit, and Miss SCHLEY of Milwaukee, hon-
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ored us by their presence, and though the crowded programme 
of arranged exercises did not admit of a public recognition of 
their kind favor, the State Club Avere individually most grate­
ful for the fraternization thus granted. 

A pleasant exchange of friendly greetings haA'ing passed, the 
large company Avere hushed to order by the enrapturing strains 
of music. Mr. J.. S. SMITH, presiding at the instrument, played 
the prelude and accompaniment of M. KBLLEE'S new Centennial 
song, " Heaven-born Freedom," Mrs. FEANK W . OAKLEY pro­
nouncing its patriotic Avords in her thrilling tones. Miss KITTY 

CHITTENDEN, Messrs. KUEHN and PICKAED supplementing in full 
chorus. 

Gen. ATAVOOD then announced that he had, on that day, 
requested Mrs. THOEP, Chairman of the Executive Comniittee, 
to prepare a report of what had already been accomplished in 
the state, and her son, Mr. JOSEPH THOEP, read: 

"The Women's State Centennial Committee have the honor to report as fol­
lows : An increasing interest in the Centennial work throughout the state is the 
result with which we have to congratulate ourselves and those interested in our 
cause, after two months' active labor. We are in correspondence with some fifty 
women in different localities, in reference to securing chairmen and the adoption 
of measures touching this interest. We have now on our list twenty-five names 
of persons who have accepted the position of chairman, and are actively at work 
organizing clubs, and stimulating interest for an honorable representation at 
Philadelphia in 1876. We recognize a decided change in the character of our 
recent responses, when we compare them with those we received when we first 
^ started in this enterprise. We are much indebted for this change to the influence 
which the report of the first social meeting of our State Club produced. The 
social element must be aroused, if the women are to be enlisted. That is the 
sphere in which their best powers are fostered and cherished, and from that must 
emanate their most successful labors. Mrs. COLT of Milwaukee has accepted the 
position of chau-man for that city. Mrs. WM. P. LYNDE, the representative 
iwoman of Wisconsin in public affairs, says: 'Mrs. COLT was delighted with the 
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report of your club meeting, and feels that the enthusiasm manifested there must 
be contagious.' Miss PEET, Chairman of Beloit, says: ' I have the pleasure to 
report to you that our preparatory meeting yesterday was a success. We met in 
Temperance HaU, entering the door beneath a fine transparency —1776, CENTEN­
NIAL, 1876. The hall was decorated with flags and portraits of our national 
heroes, mottoes, etc.' Miss PEET adds an enthusiastic account of their organiza­
tion, fifty-two names being affixed to the constitution, and limits her number of 
members to one hundred, before gentlemen were invited to join, and her final 
estimate is at least five hundred members of the Beloit Club. A grand opening 
is announced for the 10th of May, in the Opera House, at which the State Execu­
tive Committee is invited, and they, Avith the Commissioner, wdl participate m 
the exercises of that occasion. Mrs. GEAY of Darhngton, says: ' I am well pleased 
that the women of the State Committee should select me as Chairman of Dar­
lington. Since the conception of this magnificent enterprise, I have hoped to 
attend, and have been looking about to discover what of the useful and beautiful 
we have in La Fayette county,' and then goes on to mention mineralogical and 
botanical specimens which she thinks can be artistically arranged for the Exhi­
bition. A letter from Mrs. LYNDE to the Chairman of the Executive Committee, 

' says: ' 1 wish you would come in and see us and give us a little of the courage 
and enthusiasm of which you have so much.' Tliese are but a few of our recent 
letters. Almost every mail brings us several, and we are kept very busy answering 
questions, making suggestions, securing able, energetic and enthusiastic women to 
take hold with us and make this labor one of pleasure and love. We trust that 
before the 10th of May, the time when the State Committee are invited to Beloit, 
the city of Madison -svill be alive and ready to swell the current of Centennial 
enthusiasm. It Avill be seen that the State Centennial Chairman and Committee 
are fully employed in state work, for which the State Social Club is their circulat­
ing medium. Its doings are sure to stimulate social interest throughout the state. 
While we feel in the closest sympathy Avith the same cause in our own city wo 
cannot be held responsible for city interest or city work. 

"There is a city organization, able, willing, earnest, to inaugurate and aid. All 
that Madison people AVUI, shall be done; and we trust their efforts AviU be seconded 
and their hearts encouraged by sympathy and effort on the part of our citizens. 
We leam that the ' Red, White and Blue Club' of Madison, A\dth appropriate 
emblems and badges, wiU soon unfurl their colors to the popular breeze, and the 
capital city wiU give the key note which wUl be caught up and reechoed to the 
farthest limits of Wisconsin. 

"Let us be ready one and aU, for the 99th 4th of July, and let its patriotic 
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enthusiasm sweU until it culminates at Philadelphia, one hundred years from the 
day when our Fathers signed the Declaration of Independence. 

"Mrs. J. G. THORP, 
" Chairman State Centennial Committee. 

" April 30,1875." 

Succeeding the report, it was announced that Col. WILLIAM F . 

VILAS would read a paper prepared by our own State Executive 
Chairman. This was listened to with deep attention, and the 
round of applause which followed when the Colonel's sonorous 
voice ceased, sufficiently attested the appreciation with which it 
was received. I t should meet the eye of every woman in the 
land, that she may rejoice in the prophetic vision of the good 
time coming. 

Many gentlemen as AA'CU as ladies, remarkable for conservp,tive 
views, expressed decided approbation of the paper, as well as 
admiration for the themes suggested. 

Women of Wisconsin: Those of us who are actively engaged in Centennial 
work throughout the state desire that generous and kindly interpretations be 
awarded us in connection Avith this enterprise, as we have not the benefit of 
experience or precedents to aid us. 

Personal and social relations, as weU as accepted conventionalities, sink into 
comparative insignificance in the presence of this grand national idea, whose 
labors are those of love. 

The aims it contemplates are broad enough to dissipate every threatening cloud 
of social, poUtical or local prejudice. 

Freedom from these and kmdred sentiments, it is our first effort to attain, that 
the restrictions and embarrassments which are incident to their existence may be 
avoided. 

Let us, 8,3 women of our beloved state and nation, not as city, church or neigh­
borhood women, consider the relation we individuaUy bear to this, our common 
cause, in grateful tribute to our common country. Aye more: let us launch out 
upon this broad current of patriotic enthusiasm, trusting to the God of Nations 
for the wisdom of our counsels and the worth of our inspirations. 

We are now, for the^nsi time invited—rather than impelled by necessity, a? in 
the past—to aid in a national movement. 
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Let us not give a reluctant or tardy response, for there is a deeper, more tender 
meaning, than we at first recognize in its voice. 

We shall find no barriers of opposition or prejudice in our way, unless we 
create them by our weakness and perversity. 

We did not hesitate or shrink, when appeals were made to our sympathies and 
efforts, from the suffering and the dying, though they came from the battle field 
and the crowded hospital. 

The strength of womanhood as expressed in national ways, has hitherto been 
as the strength of martyrdom, aroused by her devotion to an imperiled cause. 

American women have suffered and accompUshed for their country as sponta­
neously and naturally as they are ever wont to do for their families and friends, 
because their services were needed. They are stiU needed to save, to hold and to 
aid in uplifting aU that is valuable in our national civilization. 

It has not been our mission to plan campaigns, to fight battles, or to wear the 
laurels of victory. It has been om- experience to bear in suffering, to rear 
through sacrifice and to yield in agony, the men who wrought these noble deeds. 
It has been too often our sad duty to go with these dear ones to the portals of the 
unseen, and to point beyond, vrith a faith that takes hold upon immortality. 

To tum back in sorrow and desolation and quietly take up the burdens of dis­
membered households, or help eke out maimed and decrepid Uves for those who 
have been our strength and pride. 

AU this has been patiently and honorably borne, Avith meagre compensation 
and Umited appreciation; proving that it is stimulus, not capacity, that is lacking 
to bring women to a proper estimate of their dignity and duty. 

What they cannot or will not do for themselves by effort or influence, they must 
endure to see Uly done. 

Enough perhaps has been said in reference to the general objects and the prepa­
ration of articles for the Women's Department of the Centennial Exhibition. 

We now Avish to caU attention to a higher object, namely, the improvement of 
the domestic and social condition of American women, which we conceive to be 
included in the general idea. We would not ignore responsibility, as we desire 
te escape penalty in this regard. 

The laws of God are unerring in their operation, and are not hindered or modi-
fled by our recognition or rejection. Therefore, H women have made it conven­
tional and suitable for lack of better stimulus, to spend the larger portion of their 
time in dress and pleasure, dissipating physical and mental forces in these pur­
suits, it is reasonable to expect that God AviU bring them to healthier aims, 
tiirough the discipline of suffering. 
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The too frequent exhibition of enfeebled energies and demoralized character is 
bringmg the earnest of our sex to the pomt of serious deUberation. The balance 
of conviction is gxaduaUy turning in vidser directions. Tlie natural timidity of 
woman makes her averse to change and fearful of extiemes. Tliat modesty 
which is her crown of glory and exceUence is often under tiie influence of Avrong 
standards and unjust interpretations, made to represent her weakness and unwor-
thiness. This, we can quietiy overcome, as we cordiaUy embrace opportunities 
which include the necessity of weU concerted action for their success. 

We need to learn primary lessons, as we are aU unskUled, because inexperi­
enced workers in pubHc affairs. The preparation work incident to an honorable 
representation at our Centennial furnishes common gromid for every woman in 
our nation who has a desire to aid in its commemoration. 

Its labors conduce to the highest interest of home and social life, giving im­
pulse to mental, moral and sesthetic culture, by caUmg for their best practical 
results. 

It is not enough that we exhibit works of art, culinary skill and handiwork. 
Our exceUence is acknowledged in these departments, and we have daily evidence 
of all the appreciation we can conveniently appropriate in some of them! ' 

We need more to test our slrill in other ways, and to tliis end, we need mutual 
aid and encouragement. 

We need the aid of combmed influence to dissipate the power of false stand­
ards, in the foremost ranks of which apppears the destiuctive tyranny of Fasliion. 
Here, we aU stand convicted, to a greater or less extent, wasting time, strength 
and abOity worthy a better service. 

What we gain in superabundance of decoration, we lose in healthful, physical 
beauty and stUl more in the desecration of mental and spiritual powers, whose 
worth and endurance are to our finite conceptions immeasurable. 

It is universally acknowledged that the demands of the toUet are out of all rea­
sonable proportion, while it is also understood that this is in obedience to the 
mandates of what is caUed "good society." The axiom that "it is better to be 
out of the world, than out of the fasliion," is received as a primary article in our 
domestic codes. The avenues of reUef from this despotism are closely barred by 
custom and prejudice, until it seems that nothing less than a tidal wave of na­
tional inspiration can bear us upward and onward to brighter fields, where he the 
undiscovered treasures of feminine accomplishments, destined for coming gener­
ations. 

We have gone from the struggles and hardships of revolutionary days to tiie 
opposite extreme of luxury and dissipation. Let us pause and think how we can 
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gain a new starting point within the cii-cle of the next revolving century, which 
shall secure to us a grateful remembrance from the women of the next Centennial. 

In the Ught of what we might be, and are not, there is more to hope for, than 
to fear, from change. The feminine side of Ufe is, as yet, to a great extent un­
developed, and the steps to its attainment must be gradual and carefuUy taken. 
Whatever women are caUed upon to do and to be, it is their privUege to do and 
be as tcomen. This position once well understood and estabUshed, it wiU be 
found that there is no sphere of life where the aid and influence of woman is not 
needed to make that sphere rounded and complete. 

Beauty, in all its varied developments, is an essential element of womanly 
character, to be indulged and enjoyed in ways distinctively feminine. To be cher­
ished as the outgroAvth of her most delicate and refined instincts. We need not 
ignore beauty, to secure convenience and utUity in dress. 

Ascetic severity and plainness are as uncomely and unattractive in the house­
hold, as would be an untinted rose, or an unpainted Uly in the parterre. Natu­
ral conditions of earth, air, moisture and smishine, unfold the wonders of leaf, 
bud and blossom. 

Obedience to natural, instead of arbitrary and conventional laws, tints the bud­
ding, unfolding and ripening years of womanhood, with the inimitible beauty and 
freshness of health, and crowns her autumn years with the fruitage of noble deeds. 

No such compensations come to us in the channels which Fashion has opened 
to the households of our land. Disease, disabUity and frivoUty inevitably follow 
in the train of her influences. 

The queens of the Bois de Boulogne, as they are recognized day by day in their 
carriages of state upon this favorite drive, are the representative women of the 
world in the realm of Fashion. Holding and wielding the purse strings of roy­
alty and diplomacy, assiduously served by modistes of artistic merit; it is more 
than weakness, it is stupidity, for women in the midst of earnest Ufe—bearing 
the relations which God has estabUshed and blessed — to imitate, or receive from 
their hands ever so remotely, standards for use or decoration. 

Why should not our country-women be knoAvn by a simpler, more natural and 
more beautiful style, worthy the name of an American dress. 

If we shrink from the idea, it is not because there is not merit in the concep­
tion, but because of the absurdities which have from time to time been set afloat, 
it would seem, for the purpose of creating a sensation, and blocking the wheels of 
healthful refomi. 

Infiuential women in our large literary and commercial cities are taking the 
lead, in their efforts to give Aviser impulse and better tone in this respect. 

7 

L 
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The women oi our own state wiU not be backward in their expressions of sj-mpa-
thy and interest in this movement. We feel confident that some woman, or some 
body of women, whether from the Bay State, or the Badger State, it matters not, 
wUl develop the happy thought of an ai-tistic American dress, which shaU be ac­
cepted at our Centennial Exhibition, as worthy a National recognition. The re­
Avard of such a labor will be second only to his, who broke the fetters of a grosser, 
but not more destructive, slavery, and opened the pathway to untrammeled man­
hood. 

That we may not be misunderstood, we wiU define what we do not mean by an 
American dress: We do not mean a, Bloomer dress, or any soii of unwomanly 
dress; we include the idea of drapery, as suited to the propriety and elegance of 
womanly apparel. We simply mean, a more general uniformity and simpUcity 
in style, as weU suited to the health, taste and convenience of women — to be 
brought out in some definite and practical way — as is the general mode adopted 
by men, for their health and convenience. 

We desire this that we may avoid the innumerable perplexities and the un­
ceasing demands upon time, thought, health and purse, for which we receive no 
proportionate return. 

We oamiot now suggest the mode, but Ave doubt not it wUl reveal itself in con­
nection with other valuable and beautiful inspirations, which shall be the out-
gro'B'th of our Centennial awakening. 

The present burden of each recm-ring season in households weU estabUshed so-
ciaUy is, how shall the feminine part of the faniUy wardrobe be modeled and re­
modeled, into conformity with fashionable proprieties? To this end, ingenuity is 
taxed, health sacrificed and money lavished. The mother or eldest daughter is 
often requu-ed to make inconvenient journeys to large cities, laden with com­
missions touching this momentous subject. Among other duties, she is to search 
out and confer with conceited modistes, who hold the keys to these hidden mys­
teries. 

The results of this expenditure are innumerable trains and demi-trains, to 
be skUlfully engineered through heated dra-wiiig rooms and crowded thorough­
fares, during the freshness and novelty of their ephemeral exi.itence. Multitudes 
of drapings and loopings to be carefuUy manipulated, as they are deftly moulded 
into burdens for feminine backs. 

Coming natm-aUy under the general appellation of deformities, they become 
classical, as they are introduced by names furnished from the nomenclature of 
fashion. 

Headaches and heartaches, which are the portion of unsuccessful votaries at 
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this shiine, costly offerings made from the aggregate of family comfort and dig­
nity, who can estimate ? 

The weight of burdens Ufted, and the value of foi-ces turned into Aviser chan­
nels, by the adoption of a more uniform and permanent style, the mothers and 
daughters of the next generation can properly judge. 

Under this regime, distinctions in cUess wiU be based upon the quaUty and A'alue 
of material, enhanced by the idea of famfly association. Fabrics and trimmings, 
worthless in excess, reduced in quantity to the amount of reasonable use; famUy 
jeAvels and articles, intrinsic in value, •wiU more frequently become heirlooms in 
our princely, American homes. And each social strata AVUI accumulate substan­
tial wealth, both material and mental, for its better development and more en­
during prosperity. 

Women of Wisconsin, let us be the first to sign this " declaration of our inde­
pendence," rejoicing to honor and memoriaUze the Centennial Anniversary of our 
beloved mother, Avitli the laurels of mdividual and National achievement. 

The niche we are invited to fiU upon this occasion is comparatively smaU, but it 
is ours; and, as ours, should be garlanded with designs of utUity and beauty. 

May it also be a AIEAIOBIAL NICHE, where the cenotaph of entombed follies 
shiJl be covered with the Uving tendrils of a neAv and more exceUent Ufe, for the 
women of our commonwealth and our Nation. A. C. THORP. 

At 10 o'clock, the company Avere iiiA'ited into the ample 
dining hall, AA'hich forms so attractive a feature of Gen. A T -
WOOD'S hospitable home. The table AA'as gracefully laid, and 
decorated Avitli fiowers, and the supper, Avhile excellent, con­
formed to that simplicity and limit of A'ariety which is the pre­
scribed regulation for all our reunions. Eeassembled in the 
drawing room. Gen. ATAVOOD, invoking the gift of song for those 
AA'ho supposed themselA'es devoid of this power of expression, 
called for a united A'oice in the folloAving original Centennial 
Hymn, by one of our poets. Copies being furnished, the " new 
home " received a baptism of song, Avliich set the seal of conse­
cration to it and our noble cause: 

The Nation's JubUee draws near, 
Let all the world attend! 
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Our thoughts embrace its circling sphere, 
Om- prayers to God ascend — 

That He Avill make the coming day, 
A grand memorial tine: 

Let every heart its tribute pay. 
From every land and cUnie. 

\'\Tiere hate liatli ruled, love shall preside, 
Once slaves — all now are free; 

We stand together, side by side, 
In blest fraternity. 

Our fathers, o'er the sweUing tide. 
Sustained by faith and right — 

The scorn of monarchs hi then pride — 
Brought here fair freedom's Ught. 

What she hath \xTought, let all behold, / 
On her Centennial day! 

No blessings bought with princely gold, 
'Twas God revealed the way. 

Om- countiy and our liberty, 
Hmrah, hurrah, hurrah! 

Her emblems wave o'er every sea — 
God gtiides America! 

All singing to the tune of Coronation. 

This closed the second social meeting of the Women's State 

Centennial Club of Wisconsin, and if the feelings of all may 1)8 

gauged by that of many who have giA ên utterance, the eA'eniug 

Avas one to be marked AA'ith a AA'hite stone in our calendar, and as­

sured us that the motto of our State —•" Forward!" — is also the 

motto of our Club, and that only the highest social and National 

adA'antages can fioAV from our monthly reunions. 

MES. J . D . BUTLEE, Secretary W. S. C. C. 

To MKS. DAVID ATAVOOD, President W. S. C. C. 
MADISON, May 1,1875. 
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OFFICIAL EEPOET. 

[From the Beloit Eree Press.] 

CENTENNIAL CEEEMONIES MOST SUCCESSFUL INAUGUEATION OF 

THE W O M E N ' S C E N T E N N I A L CLUB DECOEATIONS, SPEECHES, 

MUSIC, TABLEAUX, ETC. 

The ladies AA'IIO liaA'e been some weeks laboring energetically 
and enthusiastically for the organization of a centennial club in 
Beloit, brought their well laid plans to a brilliant culmination 
on Monday of this week. Distinguished guests Avere expected 
from abroad to grace the occasion Avitli their presence, and assist 
in the inaugural ceremonies, and a large welcoming delegation 
of citizens, including nearly all the members of the college Avere 
present at the depot upon the arrival of the noon train from 
Madison, AAdience most of the guests came. Among the A'isitors 
were Gen. DAVID ATAVOOD, Avife and daughter, Mrs. J. G. THOEP, 

Mrs. Gov. TAYLOE, Mrs. Pres. BASCOM, Mrs. F. W. OAKLEY, Mrs. 
Prof. KEEE, Mrs. HOYT, Mrs. WILLIAMS, from Madison, and Miss 
SILL, of Eockford. Upon alighting from the cars, the guests 
Avere taken in carriages to the homes of prominent citizens. 

At an early hour in the evening GoodAvin's Opera House Avas 
packed from orchestra chairs to the last tier of seats in the bal­
cony, Avitli an expectant multitude AA'hose expectations Avere des­
tined to be more than satisfied by the well arranged and success­
fully executed programme. The Opera House Avas A-ery apj^ro-
priately decorated Avith numerous flags of various sizes, protraits 
of WASHINGTON, MAETHA WASHINGTON, LINCOLN, and GEANT, 

pictures of the great centennial buildings UOAV in process of erec­
tion at Philadelphia, and appropriate dates, mottoes, shields and 
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a real American eagle. Thir teen aii-ily dressed young ladies rep­
resented the thi r teen original states, and Mr. CHAELES MESSEE 
and Mrs . C. B . SALMON, dressed in elegant costumes, Avell person­
ated General and Mrs . WASHINGTON in their younger days. These 
Avith the invited guests, t he executiA-e committee and the officers 
of the club, occupied the stage, a large choir and the orchestra 
sat in front of it, and the St. Thomas ' Temperance Band dis­
coursed cheerful music from the outer balcony. 

The music was in charge of Mrs . Prof A L L E N , and to her Avell 
known energy and ability in this direction Avas its uniform excel­
lence in a very great measure due. Mrs . O A K L E T entranced the 
great audience, as she always does, Avitli the sAveetness of her 
voice, her perfect enunciation and pleasing manner on the stage. 
Miss H E L M Avas the host Avhicli she ahvays is AA'hen at the piano; 
the choruses Avere p rompt and harmonious, and the orchestra 
made a very efficient support to all, Avhile the brass band was of 
course indispensable upon such an occasion. Mrs . A L L E N had, 
by request, arranged some beautiful music to AAdiich the choir 
were to liaA ê sung the Centennial Ode, but oAA'ing to the length 
of the programme, i t was finally decided to have the ode read 
instead of sung, as a saving of t ime. The ode, Avliich Avas com­
posed by our local poetess, Miss M A E Y K I N G , and beautifully 
read by Miss E V A GUEENSEY, is as fOUOAVS : 

CENTENNIAL ODE. 

One hundred years! a sUent stream, 
StiU fast and faster flowing on; 

One hundred years since British rule 
And haughty soA-ereignty were gone! 

Who e'er that saAv the bark canoe * 
Shoot down the river's noiseless stream. 
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Past sachem's lodge and council fire, ' --; 
Of such a sight as this would dream? 

Or who, that saw the sun go dô vn 
From settler's lonely cabin door. 

Foresaw the ceaseless tide of men 
That surges now from shore to shore ? 

That where the pale faced emigrant 
ToUed painfuUy the traU beside. 

Across the Avide spread continent 
To-day the untold mUUons ride? 

Tliat church beUs sound where once alone 
Was heard the whoop of savage brave, 

That coUege halls make hallowed ground 
Where Ues the chieftain's nameless grave! 

Each waited for its bidden time. 
An embryo for the appointed hour — 

FulfiUment of the years' demands. 
Behold it, bursting into flower! 

A flower that springs from honored graA'es, 
Tended by breeze and sunlight freej 

With Truth and Honor for his stem. 
And for its root True Liberty. 

The Avords of greeting by Mayor DAA'IS, AVIIO ahvays discharges 
such duties so Avell, Avere as folioAVS: 

GEEETING BY THE MAYOE. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: It must be a source of no ordinary gratification to the 
lacUes of the city of Beloit, and especiaUy so, to those who have so earnestly, and 
I tmst successfully, urged upon the attention of our citizens the importance to our 
city of the enterprise in which they are engaged, to Avitness so large a gathering 
of our people as we have here to-night, ready as I believe, and as they believe, to 
cooperate with them in this unportant and difficult undertaking. And what adds 
immeasurably to this gratification is the fact that we have with us here to-night a 
goodly number of distinguished personages from abroad, come to aid us by their 
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presence, come to entertain us by speech and song, and to leave Avitli us their 
words of counsel. What has been accompUshed up to this time in connection 
Avith this enterprise, here in the city of Beloit, has been, I beUeve, exclusively 
through the efforts of the ladies. The gentlemen, of course, felt exceedingly grat­
ified when they learned that at a proper stage of the proceedings they would be 
admitted as silent partners, and permitted to furnish such an amount of capital as 
the ladies in their good judgment might find necessary to a complete success of 
the enterprise in which they are engaged. Now as I am one of those expecting 
to invest, let me say to you, ladies, go forward, sparing no pains or expense in 
securing for our city a fuU, complete, and faithful representation of our business 
and educational interests, and I wiU assure you, that all drafts drawn upon the 
gentlemen of our city for this purpose AVUI be cheerfuUy and promptly honored. 

It is not expected that I should occupy tune in considering the important ques­
tions connected Avith this enterprise. But before I resume my seat, I wish, on 
behalf of all our citizens, to extend to you, ladies and gentlemen here from abroad, 
a cordial welcome to our city, thanking you in their name, for interesting your­
selves in that which if successfully carried forward wfll, in the future, be a sojurce 
of pride and gratification to the entire population of our city. 

The reading of interesting and encouraging letters by the sec­
retary, Mrs. C. INGEESOLL, was a very pleasant feature of the oc­
casion. 

Upon presenting the membership scroll to Mrs. J. G. THOEP, 

chairman of Wisconsin, the chairman of Beloit, Miss MAETHA 

PEET, spoke in the following very interesting and appropriate 
manner: 

MISS PEET'S PEESENTATION EEMAEKS, 

"Mrs. Chairman: — I have the distinguished honor to present for your accept­
ance and official recognition, the names of the members of the first centennial club 
of Beloit, mounted upon wood grown upon the first tree, planted by the first grad­
uate, and molded into its present form by the amateur workmanship of the first 
tutor, professor and president in one, of Beloit CoUege." 

Mrs. THOEP responded in brief but most interesting and happy 
remarks, as follows: 
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MES. THOEP S AVOEDS OF ACCEPTANCE. 

"Women of Beloit: — AUow me to congratulate you upon the success Avith which 
the centennial enterprise is meeting, as organized and sustained by you. You are 
tiie first to receive the official recognition of the Women's State Centennial Exec­
utive Committee of Wisconsin. You have organized the first centennial club out­
side the capital city, thus endorsing and setting the seal of your approval upon 
this agreeable social feature of our work, which is distinctively Wisconsin in its 
origin. The prestige of your sanction wUl go far toward securing a state adoption, 
as weU as the national approval. I would also congratulate you that you have 
the honor to be represented by an able and efficient chairman, whose generous 
and discreet enthusiasm in this as in every cause whose interests she espouses, is 
sympathetically contagious. The women of the state committee are proud to know 
and to afliUate ^vith such women as have here represented tliemseh'es. It seems 
to me a matter of general congratulation that the women of Wisconsin may join 
hands and unite hearts in the labors preparatory to our grand centennial jubflee, 
from which we shall come forth better equipped for Ufe's duties and destiines. 
We have reason to expect that the coming generation wUl open up new fields of 
labor and accompUshment for women; fields in which the barriers of ignorance 
and prejudice shall have been swept away by the incoming tide of a liigher civfli-
zation. Upon its bosom tvoman shall be more graciously and tenderly borne to 
her appointed place. Problems in her Ufe and experience inexpUcable, from her 
present standpoint, AVUI there come to the Ught of a more intelUgent solution. We 
have to wateh and to wait, while we also work. Our statesmen did not pilan to 
Uberate the slave when our men went forth to the battle field. Yielding to the 
fearful necessities of a war which God permitted, that He might open an avenue 
of escape to the oppressed and grant absolution to the oppressor, they did not even 
discern the finger of destiny pointing Avith unerring certainty to this great national 
culnnnation. They saw only, as they were forced step by step to higher levels, 
the Ught winch freedom was faintly shedding from the distant horizon of peace. 
As women we see and feel, just what, Ave know not. We think we dimly discern 
the daAvning Ught of a better day for our chfldren and our chUdren's children, and 
we lay hold upon the inA'isible with a faith commensurate Avith our love and desire 
for them. We haU this golden opportunity; we Usten to the voice of tins united 
appeal with quickened sensibflities, expecting from its results a guaranty for the 
futm-e of womanhood. We honor ourselves, our famflies and our posterity, in 
honoring the centennial anniversary of our beloA'ed country. We cannot labor 
inspired by its sentiments, Avithout being the better and the happier for it, We 
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give UberaUy, and our fund of patriotic enthusiasm is not diminished; we receiA'e 
in the same measure, and we find ourselves strengthened and uplifted thereby; 
therefore, we know that God is in the work; that He hath destined our one hun­
dredth fourth of July to be a national and international communion season, when 
the bread of lite shall be broken to us and to all the nations who come to this 
feast of love. We are m the seed time of our centennial year, and ' whatsoever 
we sow, that shall we also reap.' Allow me to express the hope that the era upon 
which you have so grandly entered shall be crowned Avith an honorable represen­
tation at Philadelphia in 1876, for the women of Beloit are among Wisconsin's 
most gifted daughters. May we each and aU be there to see." 

Upon accepting the scroll from Mrs. THOEP, Gen. ATAVOOD, 

United States Centennial Commissioner, deliA'ered the foUoAving 
able address: 

GEN. A T A V O O D ' S A D D E E S S . 

" Ladies and Goitlemen:— It gives me much pleasure to meet so itiany exceUent 
friends of the goodly city of Beloit as are now present, for the noble pm-pose of 
making preparation for a proper representation of that city, in the centennial ex­
hibition in 1876. In the few moments I shall claim your attention, 1 cannot hope 
to do more than touch upon some points in regard to a matter that is now attract-
mg the attention of the civUized nations of the world—an international exhibition 
in commemoration of the close of the first century of American Independence; an 
event which no person now Uving can ever enjoy again. It is hoped that our 
country AVUI exist for ages upon ages; that our Declaration of Independence wiU 
ever remain the noblest expression of mankind for Uberty and freedom. On the 
4tli of July, 1876, one hundred years wUl have passed since the noble ' fathers of 
the revolution' proclaimed to the Avorld in a solemn declaration, that the united 
colonies of America were, ' and of right ought to be, free and independent states.' 
In support of that declaration, the patriotic and true hearted men pledged ' their 
Uves, their fortunes, and their sacred honors.' 

"One hundred years ago, there were only three nulUons of people in the colo­
nies, occupying but a narrow strip of territory on the Atlantic coast. During 
the century of our national existence about to close, from the smaU beginning of 
3,000,000 of people, om- country has increased to a population of 45,000,000 of peo­
ple, representing every land, and stretehing from the shores of the Atlantic to those 
of the Pacific; with an agricultural and manufacturing industry, expanded and 
diversified, so as to embrace aU that the brain of man can devise, and that the 
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hand of man, aided by the forces of nature and the appliances of machineiy, can 
execute; a nationality, feeble, and beseeching recognition a hundred yeai-s ago, 
now, admitted by universal consent to be the peer of the most formidable powers 
on earth. These are some of the results of our career as a repubUc that render 
it fitting that we should celebrate with pomp and pride the Centennial Anniver­
sary of its birth. As a nation, we are prepared to exhibit' the natural resources 
of the country and their development, and of its progress in those arts which 
benefit mankind,' in comparison with those of older empires and nationaUties. 

'' By such a friendly comparison and competition, the power of a free people and 
a free government to produce gi-and results can be tested. The United States 
wiU not suft'er by such comparison. A hundred years may not be deemed long in 
the Ufe of a nation. Viewed, however, in the light of events that have transpired, 
and the progress that has been made in national greatness in the United States, 
a hundred years is a long time; and, in view of these events and progress, how 
fitting it is that the closing of the first century of our national Ufe should be cele­
brated in a manner becoming an enlightened and grateful people! It was a happy 
thought that suggested the centennial commemoration by a grand International 
Exliibition in the city of Philadelplua, in 1876; and it wUl be a proud thing for the 
people of our country if that event proves the grandest, the most interesting and 
the most beneficial exhibition of the kind that the world has ever known! For 
a time, there were doubts and fears in regard to it on the part of those having its 
management in charge. These doubts and fears did not result from any want of 
patriotism on the part of the people of the nation, nor from a want of A'eneration 
and regard for the memories of the founders of the government. The leading 
cause AA'as found in a tinge of local jealousy on the part of the people of the large 
rival cities as to where this exhibition should be held. This feeUng has all sub­
sided now; and but few, if any, even doubt the propriety of its being held in the 
city of Philadelphia. 

" The whole feeling resulted from local pride in citizens of other cities, which 
is enthely natural. It was first developed in congress while the bUl providing 
for organizing the moA'ement was before that body. An effort was made to locate 
the exhibition in New York. It Avas my privUege to take part in that controversy, 
and to stand firm with the friends of Pliiladelphia. In that struggle the biU was 
stripped of many of its most useful provisions, which has proved the most serious 
embarrassment with which the Centennial Commission has had to contend. The 
section appropriating means by the general government for carrying on the enter­
prise was stricken out, and the matter of finance has been the cause of the most 
serious apprehension in regard to the celebration. But this trouble no longer 
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exists. The patriotism of the people of the country has gloriously triumphed; 
and they wUl furnish the means themselves. While this renders the labor of pre­
paring for the gi-and event vastly greater and more perplexing, its consummation 
without the aid of the government wUl increase its grandeur, and prove the no-
bUity and independence of our people in a degree that wUl richly compensate for 
aU the extra labor it unposes. 

' 'So manifest are the claims of Philadelphia to the location of this National 
event, that it seemed strange to me that any one could be found who preferred 
another place. In that city stUl stands Carpenter's HaU, where, m 1774, as­
sembled the first Continental Congress; there, also, is Independence HaU, where 
the Immortal Declaration, that gave freedom and equal rights to all men, was 
signed and promulgated; there, the Father of his Country was called to the com­
mand of the Continental Army; there, for two terms, the first President of the 
United States resided; there, were performed many of the historic acts this exhi­
bition is designed to commemorate; and there remains the old 'beU ' that pro­
claimed liberty to the people on the 4th of July, 1776. In a history recently 
pubUshed, a full account of this old ' Liberty BeU' is given, from which we 
learn that it was originaUy cast in London, and that ' one Charles Roberts, then 
in London, was commissioned, November 1, 1751, to procure a good beU, and to 
contain in weU shaped letters around it, by order of the assembly of the province 
of Pennsylvania, for the state house in the city of Philadelphia, 1752, and under­
neath, 'Proclaim Liberty throughout the land, to all the inhabitants thereof.' 
This beU soon cracked, and March 10, 1753, was recast in PhUadelphia, and was 
hung in its place, bearing the same motto to ' Proclaim Liberty,' ete. The 
Avriter then says: ' In July, 1776, this very beU rang out to the citizens of PhU­
adelphia, that a new nation had sprung into existence; proclaiming, in language 
understood by every ear — all men are born free and equal.' The Exhibition is 
to be held on Fairmount Park, a location second to none in the United States for 
beauty of scenery, for convenience of communication by rail, a point too, where 
the North, South, East and the great West, can aU center their cars without 
change of grade; a free flow of wa,ter from the basin; convenience of access from 
the heart of the city; Avithin sight of the steeple of Independence HaU, and 
surrounded almost on all sides by mansions, homesteads and places of Revolu­
tionary renown. This park contains over 3000 acres of land — 450 acres of which 
— the chosen spot of the whole tract — are set apart for Centeimial purposes. 
Two A-iews from an east and west point are especiaUy atti-active. The one from 
the Avest point is described as 'presenting many features of loveUness and 
grandeur—embracing the marble-studded heights of Laurel HiU; Fall ViUage, 
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with its rows of terraced dwellings and its rastic churches; the riA'er softly Avind-
ing along wooded shores, and beneath graceful arches past the romantic 
Wissalnckon; and, m the remote distance, the sUver-tinted smoke wreathes from 
the factories of Manayunk, curling around the lofty tree-tops, or sweeping down­
wards to the sliining waters, thus blending emblems of human activity with the 
repose of nature.' The attractiveness from the eastern point is stUl greater. 
' I t abounds in natural and artistic beauties of the choicest character — wide-
spreading plains; cultured lawns; rock-guarded bluffs; sequestered glens; mean­
dering brooks; dense woods; plantations of rare and majestic trees; far reaching 
out-looks; ancient mansions—-some of them dating back a century and a half, 
and supplying in excellent preservation, elaborate specimens of the architecture 
of the period to which they belong — the whole bordered by the SchuylkiU m its 
most picturesque part; these form but a small portion of the inticing spectacles 
tins park offers.' The spot is, to aU Americans, classic ground; for on it stiU 
stand the memories of WASHINGTON, FEANKLIN, MOBEIS and others, where 
hospitable roofs often covered the heroes of 1776 — WASHINGTON and Ms 
generals, and friends. 

"The Centennial Commission, charged with making the entire arrangement for 
this Exhibition, is composed of two representatives from each state and territory, 
appointed on the recommendations of governors, by the president, under authori­
ty of a law of Congress. This Commission was organized on the 4th of March, 
1872. The progress m its work of preparation was at first slow, owing to the 
embarrassments in financial matters, for reasons heretofore indicated. But every­
thing is now in a promising condition. The several bufldings for the use of the 
Exliibition AVLU be fine specimens of architecture, and wUl cover about fifty acres 
of ground. They are in a state of forwardness, that gives assurance that they 
Avfll be ready for the reception of articles at the time appointed for that purpose. 

"The time fixed for the opening of the Exhibition to the public is the lOtli of 
May, 1876 —just one year from this day. But one year is now left for prepara­
tion; and it AVUI require much labor on the part of the people, to put in readiness 
aU the articles of industry and specimens of our natural resources, that should 
be represented. Each state wUl or should, strive to make its OAvn shoAV the best. 
In natural resources, no state can excel our OAvn Wisconsin; and we are not 
AviUhig to admit that the people of any other state excel those of our OAvn in pat­
riotism, or in capacity, enterprise and skUl, required to put these resources and 
industries into proper condition for exlUbition. Our people only need waking up 
to the importance of the occasion to give Wisconsin a prominent position with her 
sister states in the coming Centenmal Exhibition; and from the demonstration 
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here to-night, and from siniUar ones that are taking place in different parts of the 
state, quite frequently, the waking up process seems to have fairly commenced. 
The state pride of our people wiU do the necessary work when their attention is 
called to it. 

" I t has been a somewhat difficult matter to disabuse the public mind 
of the idea that this commemorative celebration Avas to be anything but a 
mammoth 4th of July demonstration, in the city of Philadelphia; and members 
of Congress and others have opposed it, on the ground that it would interfere Avitli 
local celebrations on that day, which should be held at every point in the coun­
try. It will not interfere Avith local celebrations on that day — but it Avill rather 
have the tendency to stimulate them. This exhibition lasts for six months, and 
for the purposes of witnessing the splendid show, any other day of the six 
months wUl be better than the 4th of July. Already have the Centennial celebra­
tions commmenced. Lexington and Concord have been duly honored. Prepara-

_ tion is being made for Bunker HUl on the 17th of June. We celebrate here this 
evening the anniversary of a little occurrence at Ticonderoga, where the bluff 
ETHAN ALLEN was the hero, and in answer to the question ^s to his authority, 
answered, "By the authority of the Great Jehovah and the Continental 
Congress." Thus AVUI the people of the countiy celebrate different events of 
the revolution during the coming year in different localities; and when the 
culminating point is reached in 1876, and the people of the whole country with 
those of foreign nations shall commence a six months' commemoration of the 
Centennial anniversary of the birth of this great nation, the enthusiasm and pat­
riotism of the people wUl cause it to be such a demonstration as has never been 
Avitnessed in this country, if in the world. 

"As a method of raising money Avith which to defray the expenses of this ex­
position, under a law of congress, a ' board of finance' has been organized with 
power to issue centennial stock in shares of ten doUars each. Tins wiU 
enable all persons who desire to do so to become stockholders in the enterprise. 
It is hoped this stock wiU prove a good investment; but, if it should not, each 
stockholder wUl receive an elaborate certificate of stock, prepared by the govern­
ment, engraved on steel at great expense and labor. As a work of art it is worth 
three times the cost of a share of stock. Centennial medals have also been is­
sued. From the sale of stock and medals it is expected a large amount of money 
will be realized. This subject will no doubt be presented to the people of this 
state at an early day by agents of the financial board. A board of State Centen­
nial Managers has been organized under a law passed by our last legislature. It 
is perfecting a plan of operations Avith a view to securing a fuU representation of 
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Wisconsin's natural resources and industries. This plan wW. soon be completed, 
and it is hoped the people—both ladies and gentlemen—wUl aid this state board 
in can-ying out its designs. There is plenty of work to do; enough to occupy the 
spare time of aU patriotic men and Avomen in the state for the ensuing year. 

"The great benefits that wUl accrue from this exhibition to the people of this 
country cannot be overestimated. Never before has tins nation had so good an 
opportunity to judge of its own greatness, or to convince the world of the im­
mense progress it has made under a free and independent government, as this oc­
casion will afford. It AVUI collect together at one time and in one place the most 
intelUgent and enterprising men of all nations, who come either as exlubiters or 
visitors. There is unusual freedom from restraint in personal intercourse, and -
more can be imparted and secured in a few months, than could otherwise be pos­
sible Avith years of effort. It AVUI bring together the people from the various sec­
tions of the United States; cause them to become more thoroughly acquainted 
with each others' manners and customs, and cement the different elements more 
closely by the common tie of national prosperity and greatness; the interests of 
the people will become more thoroughly harmonized, and their action in the fu­
ture will be more completely united in preser^Tng the integrity of this glorious 
Union. 

"At a ladies' tea party, held in Plnladelplna December 17, 1873, Hon. A. R. 
BOTELEE, of West Virginia, a member of congress in 1859, and subsequently a 
member of the confederate congress, after referring to many benefits that wfll re­
sult from this exposition, uses the foUowing language on this subject: 'Nor wfll it 
be among the least of its blessings, that it wiU be the means of bringing together 
in friendly intercourse those of our countrymen m the north, the south, the east 
and the west, who have heretofore been aUenated from each other by the emerg­
encies of a maddened and most unhappy epoch. And the crowning grace and 
glory of that glad festival of peace AviU be the supreme triumph over the preju­
dices and passions of the past, in treading out the embers of sectional animosity— 
even to their last, Ungering sparks — and in reestablishing on the finn founda­
tions of mutual interests, mutual respect, mutual confidence, mutual forbearance 
and mutual forgiveness, that earnest, honest, old-fashioned feeUng of fraternity 
and good fellowship which formerly existed throughout our country between the 
citizens of every section and of all the states — such as our fathers felt in the 
old time before us, when they made the cause of each the cause of all — such as 
they felt when, faithful to their mutual pledge, they went forth side by side to­
gether, through aU the perils of the Revolution, to maintain the truths and to 
ri^ht the wrongs so eloquently proclaimed in their undying declaration — such, I 
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say, as was felt by those whom we caU fathers in the brave days of old, and such, 
I trast, as the God of our fathers wfll pemiit our chfldren and then- chfldren's 
chfldren to enjoy uninterruptedly through aU the centuries to come!' 

"Ladies of Beloit! In honoring the 'Revolutionary Fathers,' and the free 
government they established one hundred years ago, the ' Mothers of the Revolu­
tion ' must also be remembered and honored with equal respect and veneration! 
The women of that day possessed as warm hearts, as determined wflls, as high 
and holy patriotism, and exliibited as true heroism as did the men. They sacri­
ficed husbands, sons, brothers, lovers, home comforts and Ufe itself for our coun­
try and for freedom. Their devotion to the right; their consecration to the 
true cause: their zeal in the cause of freedom and equal rights; and their hatred 
of oppression, fired the hearts and gave nerve to the arms of the noble men to 
dare and to do great things for humanity, for home, for country and for the es-
tabUshment of a repubUcan government. The women did not sign the Declara­
tion of Independence, but their power was felt in maintaining the principles of 
that immortal document. Let us honor, then, the 'Fathers and Mothers of the 
Revolution.' No less should the mothers and daughters of the wonderful and 
glorious present be honored. They fuUy appreciate and feel the beneficial results 
of freedom; the fuU recognition of their rights; the due homage to their private, 
social and pubUc virtues. With their warm hearts, their enthusiastic and sympa­
thetic natures, their deterinined AVUIS, and with their energetic action—their 
power to do good, to influence men, becomes almost irresistible. During the late 
war, the influence of women was apparent in all things. They were as much in­
terested in preserving intact this glorious Union as were those of the stemer sex. 
They encouraged their male friends to do their fuU duty in the field; their influ­
ence in aUeviating suffering in the various hospitals, Ughtened the burdens and 
privations incident to war, and made comfortable and happy many a patriotic de­
fender of his country. They were as anxious to protect, preserve and defend the 
free government established by our ancestors, as were the men. They rejoiced as 
sincerely and as heartUy in Union victories, and in that great result of the Avar 
that loosened the shackles of slavery from 4,000,000 of human beings, and made 
them free men and free women! The women espouse every grand and noble 
cause, and, when they take hoH in earnest in support of any laudable enterprise, 
there is no danger of faflure. They have taken hold Avith the men, and claim to 
do their fuU share in making the centennial celebration in 1876 a perfect success. 
We haA'e evidence in the demonstration here to night, and in the reports of simi­
lar action in all parts of the country, that the women are Avith us in the great 
centennial work, aud Avith their presence and power, their aid, their energy, skill 
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and firm resolve, then- hearty cooperation and perseverance in promoting the 
grand enterprise, the success of the exhibition is assured. 

" ' Perseverance is a Roman virtue, 
Tliat wins each God-Uke act, and plucks success 
Even from the spear-proof crest of rugged danger.' 

"As to the details of the work to be done by women, but little can.be said at 
present. The first business is to arouse enthusiasm, to raise money, and'to organ­
ize/or work. In all grand enterprises, money is found essential, aud it wiU be 
especiaUy so in this one. Untfl the general plan of the exhibition is better 
known, I am not able to give dh-ections, or even advise, as to what specific articles 
the ladies should prepare, but would recommend that attention be mainly given 
to articles possessing superior merit, as works of art or works of general interest. 

" I notice that the ladies of the Beloit Club have struck the keynote in this mat­
ter. Their energies are to be mainly directed to an article, elegant in design, and 
of special local interest, and one that AviU prove a lasting and honorable memorial 
to their superior judgment and taste. It is a happy conception and I doubt not 
the design wiU be executed in a manner that wiU reflect high credit upon the 
ladies of this city, when placed in comparison Avitli similar Avork, from the sister 
states and from aU Nations. As you progress with your organization, and as 
your enthusiasm in the cause increases — as I am sure it wfll increase — your OAvn 
inventive genius wfll suggest what it is best further to prepare for the Centennial 
Exhibition. Should I receive any information by virtue of the position I hold, 
touching this subject, or any other that wfll be of interest to them, it wfll give me 
much pleasure to communicate it to the ladies of the state. There is no fear but 
they will find enough to do; nor is there fear, but they AVUI do their work prompt­
ly and weU. A great Avriter has said, ' woman is of so free, so kind, so apt, so 
blessed a disposition, she holds it a vice in her goodness not to do more than she 
is requested.' From the interest manifested by the ladies of Wisconsin during 
the past few weeks, I shaU soon go to Phfladelphia, to attend the annual meeting 
of the Centennial commission, greatly strengthened and encom'aged, with the fuU 
assurance that our state AVUI do its whole duty in the matter of having its vast 
resources represented in the Exhibition. With the ladies zealous and enthusiastic 
in the cause there is no fear of the result. 1 feel proud of the women of Wiscon­
sin, and especially so of those of Beloit, and I most heartily congratulate you on 
this auspicious commencement of your centennial labors. Let the work you have 
so nobly begun, the blaze of enthusiasm you have so successfuUy kindled, be kept 
up, tiU the time for the opening of the great International Exliibition shall come 
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round, then, I trust, you wfll cdl be able and wiUing to transfer yourselves and the 
results of your labors to Fairmount Park, within the Umits of the historic city of 
Phfladelphia, and may you there receive pleasure and profit from your visit, that 
A\'iU prove a source of true happiness to you during the balance of your eartiily 
existence. Good deeds — and you are certainly engaged in performing them — 
wiU surely bring their reward! Your organization has been recognized tiiis even-
mg, by the head of the women's moA'ement of Wisconsin; by an estimable lady 
Avhose enthusiasm in the noble cause knoAvs no Uniit, whose energy is equal to the 
important work she has undertaken; and, as Mrs. Thorp approves of your labors, 
I am sure you are right. Thus far, I understand, you have acted as women 
alone. You have done nobly, and I think you are noAV in a condition that wfll 
justify you in ̂ enwiffm^ the men to become your aids. 'Soiio rule hvAia obey 
orders, and to contribute their time, their labor and their means, to aid in execut­
ing your plans. It wfll give the United States Centennial Commission much en­
couragement to witness the deep interest the women of the country are taking in 
the Centennial, and for this interest I thank them. The members feel assured 
that the men wfll not remain inactive when the women are in earnest. The influ­
ence of woman is felt and acknowledged in aU things. There are some minister­
ing angels in female guise among us aU, and about our paths, who sweetly serve 
to adorn Ufe. Our amusements are insipid, unless they contribute to them; our 
efforts of noblest ambition axe feeble, unless they applaud; the rewards, valueless, 
unless they share them. There are, too, some rude spirits in the world, whose 
bolder natures female influence adunrably serves to refine and temper. The poet 

AveU says of woman: 
' Nature made thee 

To temper man; we had been brutes Avithout thee.' 
" The concurrence of both sexes is as necessary to the perfection of our being, as 

to the existence of it. Man may make a fine melody, but women are required to 
make up harmony. I fuUy endorse the language of one of the world's sweetest 
poets, when he says: 

" 0 , woman! dear woman! whoseTorm and whose soul 
Are the Ught and the Ufe of each spell we pursue — 

Whether sunn'd in the Tropics, or chiUed at the Pole, 
If woman is there — there is happiness too! " 

Following this, Miss PEET exhibited the beginning already 
made upon the college seal and explained the intentions regard­
ing it as follows: 
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" At the request of the committee, I Avill endeavor to explain to you, as best I 
may, upon this sudden and .unexpected notice, the design of the Club, and the 
model of the woman's work before you. The executive committee haveendeav-
ored, in getting up the Club, to give an accurate representation of the country, 
and also the city of Beloit, its growth, from the commencement, forty years ago, 
untfl the present time, so that at the Second Centennial their glorious present 
could be contrasted witii the small beginning of to-day. The idea was to repre­
sent, by the names of Club officers, the early settlers and the manufacturers 
at this time; the number of the vice-presidents indicates the number of states, 
and the honorary vice-presidents the number of territories at the close of this 
Centennial. The idea of npiicture — the center of Avhioli represents the feminine 
element, the inner home Ufe — of embroidery, surrounded by a frame made of 
wood grown in Beloit, carved in bas reUef by a Beloit young man, illustrative of 
the growth, industries and manufactures of Beloit. On the top, a picture of the 
river, with a prauie on fire in the distance, an Indian wigwam and IAVO or three 
Indians, a badger, and so on, weaAdng in as best could be done, the history of 
Beloit from its beginning, when the first white man came here forty years ago 
this month, untfl to-day, symbolizing the grand masculine element which make 
it a complete whole. 

"The women have accepted the model of theh work, and are ready to make 
their contract, but educated as we have been, and are happy to be, we do not feel 
that the women have a right to make an attempt to do men's work, and if this 
frame, illustrating the business Ufe of Beloit, is completed, the male members of 
this club must assume the financial responsibflity, and appoint their own com­
mittee, and make tins affah their own to vote upon as they please. The design — 
the seal of Beloit College — about which our women's affections cluster, — where 
our sons and brothers and friends are educated, is a Dove over an open Bible, 
inscribed in characters of Greek and Hebrew, upon a shield, surrounded by the 
Latin motto (translated), ' True Science and Fmii Faith,' this again enohcled by 
the pure EngUsh of to-day, 'Beloit CoUege in Wisconsin, U. S. A.' This shield 
rests upon a bed of Forget-me-nots wrought in floral designs, vrith lovely colors 
of sflks upon Avhite satin, the Latin motto upon white velvet in flowers, and sym-
boUcal of its meaning. This again encircled by the pure EngUsh of to-day, ' Be­
loit CoUege, Wisconsin,' in exquisite foUage wrought on white gros grain sflk, 
smTounded by a wreath of oak and laurel leaves, Avith a band of gold, the whole 
upon a ground of black velvet with stars of silver." 

The constitution was then read by the secretary, and circulated 
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for signatures. Quite a number of IICAV names Avere obtained, 
the gentlemen in the audience submitting gracefully to the de­
mands made upon them to play the subordinate violin of the 
enterprise. While the tableau AA'as in preparation, the audience 
joined the choir in singing "America," with much zest. The 
tableau vivant AA'as a A'ivid representation of Columbia, surrounded 
by the " Original Thirteen," representatives of the Army and 
E"avy, etc., and the song " Eed, White and Blue" Avas delight­
fully sung by Miss IIATTIE SIMS, AVIIO surprised the audience 
Avith the poAver and richness of her young voice. This closed 
the interesting exercises at the Opera House, and for an hour or 
tAvo folloAving, the residence of Mr. and Mrs. T. L. WEIGHT Avas 
throAAm open to the guests from abroad, their entertainers, the 
ofiicers of the club and the musicians, and thus delightfully ended 
the rare entertainments of this rare occasion. JS'ext day the 
guests were invited to a drive around our city, and taken to the 
cars for their departure in the afternoon, feeling greatly pleased 
with their visit, and the enthusiasm manifested in Beloit for the 
success of the great centennial. 

CLUB MEETIIS'GS. 

THE E E D AVHITE AND BLUE. 

May 4., l8j5. — Last evening the spacious and elegant man­
sion of Mr. C. L. WILLIAMS Avas thrown open, and a large num­
ber of ladies and gentlemen were iuA'ited in to participate in the 
organization of a local Centennial Club. The meeting AA'as en­
tirely informal, and a most delightful evening was enjoyed. The 
"Ked, White and B lue" Centennial Club AA'as organized, a con­
stitution adopted, and officers chosen. Mrs. Judge HOPKINS was 
elected president, Mrs. B U E E W . JONES, secretary, and Miss 
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MINNIE ATAVOOD, treasurer. A full list of vice presidents, com­
mittees, etc., Avere appointed. About thirty or forty of those 
present subscribed to the constitution and paid the fee required 
to join the club. The Eed, White and Blue starts out under 
most favorable auspices, and if the first meeting be taken as a 
criterion, its success is assured. Mrs. WILLIAMS receiA'ed the 
guests Avith that ease and grace Avhich has rendered her home 
celebrated, and she more than merited the liearty thanks she re­
ceived for her efforts in organizing this club. Mrs. THOEP was 
present to assist Avith her counsel, and her enthusiasm for the 
work was an inspiration to the whole company. We hope to be 
able to give a full list of officers, etc., in our next issue. 

May 14, J815. — A delightful reunion was held last evening 
at the residence of Mrs. J . C. HOPKINS. A regular meeting of 
the Women's " Red, White and Blue Club," organized for Cen­
tennial work. This club is made up of young ladies and matrons, 
with men, both married and single. Mrs. HOPKINS is presi­
dent of the club, and she entertained its members last evening, 
at her elegant residence, in a manner that gave much satisfac­
tion to all present, the rooms being splendidly decorated with 
national fiags, etc. Sociability, business and literary exercises 
rendered the proceedings intensely interesting. Something over 
a hundred persons Avere present, and all were full of real enjoy­
ment. 

The exercises were opened by the singing of an original song, 
\7i-itten by a lady of this city. I t is set to the tune of " Yankee 
Doodle,^'' and Avas admirably performed by Mrs. OAKLEY, Mrs. 
CEAM, Mrs. INGMAN, Miss JENNIE MILLS, Miss COEA GEEGOEY, 

and Mr. J. J . KUEHN, each one singing a verse, and all joining 
in the chorus. Dr. C. C. CnirrENDEN presided at the piano. 

The song is as foUoAvs: 

file:///7i-itten
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CENTENNIAL. 

I 
[Dedicated to " The Eed, AVhite and Blue Club."] 

T U N E — " Yankee Doodle." 

A hundred years, a century. 
So grandly closing o'er us; 

We 'U shout across the laud and sea 
A mighty sweUing chorus. 

C H O E U S — A century; a nation fi:ee; 
A century so glorious; 

A century; and Uberty 
Is reigning all Aictorious. 

Our chfldren leam of Uberty, 
Amid their chfldish prattle. 

Just how we paid the tax on tea ( 
In shot we used in battle. 

Old Bennington stfll echoes back 
From mountain, stream and meadoAV, 

"There stand the red coats! beat them, boys! 
Or MoLLA' STAEK 'S a Avidow." 

The eager men then seized then guns. 
And doubled everj' volley. 

For each one saw his own dear home. 
And waiting there, his Molly. 

Oh! Trenton saw our gaUant men. 
With feet aU bare and bleeding; 

The girls were kintting stockiiigs then. 
Mothers in prayer were pleadmg. 

'Tis said that MAETHA WASHINGTON 

Kept sixteen wheels a spinnmg; 
Our soldiers wore The Homespmn then. 

Our freedom they were winmiig. 

Old Bunker shouts to YorktoAVTi now, 
" W h a t is tiie land's condition?" 

She answers back — " In seventy-six:, 
We'U have an Exposition!" 

MADISON, W I S . , May 14,1875. 
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Dr. CHAELES H . YILAS then read the constitution and by-laAvs-
very finely, and those present, Avho had not before done so, be­
came members. 

Mrs. OLE BULL, by special request, read a paper AA'ritten by a 
lady member of the club, who declines to let us use her name. 
The reading by Mrs. BULL Avas excellent, every Avord being dis­
tinctly heard throughout the several rooms. The paper is as 
folloAvs: 

" In the rush and hurry of our age, it is not often we halt and cast a glance 
over our shoulder to the past. But now, as the century is drawing to its close, 
and Columbia sits by the fire side, Uving over her glorious past, it is fitting that 
her children should gather about her knees and listen to the stories of her youth. 
Not that they are new to us. We know each one by heart. Our eager eyes a 
thousand times have caught the gUnt of PAUL REVEEE'S beacon Ught, and as 
many have we marched with those first heroes on to Concord and to Lexington. 
The A'ery mention of those brave days and deeds is potent stfll to stir the sluggish 
heart Avith love and pride. ' We cannot tell our love' as we would, in a great 
national hymn, which should this day ring across our continent, and from ocean 
to ocean — but we have a cluster of magic words whose sunple meaning has led 
men on through blood to victory, and women through suffering to fame —' The 
Red, White and Blue.' So, in forming ourselves into 'The Red, White and Blue 
Club,' we feel that the very name insures the enthusiasm which is demanded for 
its success; and it only remains for us to secure the direct object of the orgam'za-
tion which is to fitly represent our fair city on that great festive day close at hand. 
And in spite of croakers, who say the good old times are gone and we are not 
Uke our grandmothers, we entertain no fears of our success. How do we comparo 
with our venerated grandmothers? Do we spin? No. Weave the homespun? 
No. Mind half a score of chfldren, do all the housework, knit a sock of an even­
ing, and go to meeting three tunes every Sunday? A thousand times, no! The 
onward march of civflization, with its discOA'cries and inventions, is not alone for 
man. Steel and wood, Ughtning and steam, work to-day for women, and their 
heads are better than their hands. We cannot spm — our grandmothers could 
not speU. Think of that, ye day of speUing schools — and when Madison's 
champion is a woman. Brides elect, we do not knit our pillow case fuU of stock­
ings, ready for the happy day; but we may teach, or sing, or write a ' Bachelor 
Ben,' and the Balbriggans foUow natm-aUy. AU honor to our grandmothers! 
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Turning over the leaves of history, we note Avith unbounded pride that every page 
glows with the story of some bravo, good woman who, no less than fllustrious 
husbands and sons, fought for, and won, this new world for us. We admire 
them; and had we lived in their day would, Avith them, have run our pewter plat­
ters into buUets, and — taken our cup of tea on the sly. StUl, we do not shrink 
from comparison, and have allowed the stately stoppings of the minuet to galop 
into the erratic German; but when the country calls for women, as it ever wfll in 
its hour of peril, women's hands and hearts and Uves will answer as they have 
always done. And, out of its social meetings, the 'Red, Wlute and Blue,' m 
1876, shall evolve a tribute worthy of its city and its name." 

Song, " Waiting at the Brook Side," Avas then beautifully sung 
by Mrs. Dr. INGMAN. 

Mrs. Dr. EEULING then read, in a charming manner, a memo­
rial poem, written by herself expressly for this occasion. This 
beautiful poem Avas received with much favor, and Mrs. F. kindly 
permits us to publish it, as folloAvs: 

IN MEMORY OF 1776. 

[For "The Eed, White and Blue Club."] 

The poets sing in mythic lore 
That Justice, when world weary grown. 

To glad Olympus turned once more. 
To Freedom broke the chain she bore, 

And chose Columbia as her throne. 

She came to bufld a holy shrine. 
To rive the fetters of the foe. 

To bid the star of promise shine. 
To spread the law of Love divine. 

The golden grain of Truth to sow. 

Our land, not then thy honest boast 
Of queenly cities, untold gains, 

But prophecies of coming hosts 
Reechoed on thy rocky coasts. 

And sounded in thy woodland fanes. 

i 
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What vision for a race oppressed! 
Beyond the cloud and through the sea 

A land of fmitage, God's behest, 
A land of blessing, for the blest, 

A land of Freedom for the free. 

To-night, we count the years, we note 
The bleak defile, the eyry shore. 

The storms that beat a vaUant boat, 't 
Whfle echoes doAvn the sflence float 

To echo on—forever more. 

The mflestones of a hundred years 
Are set along the changeful way, 

What record there of unshed tears! 
Of crosses borne through hopes and fears 

To croAvn our Country's natal day! 

What pictures down those aisles of time 
Are Ut with bold unfading glow! 

What songs that blend in sweetest rhyme, 
What peans tuned to bells in chime, 

Along those leagues of distance flow! 

There smfles a mother and her chUd, . 
Gold-haired, with sunny, EngUsh eyes — 

What song so weird his dream beguiled? 
Yon dusky mothers of the Avfld 

Have taught their crooning lifllabys. 

Those sturdy ships to-night we greet. 
They bore the banner of the free; 

They dared the mighty foe to meet — 
Old England's proud, colossal fleet — 

And won the trophies of the sea. 

Those battle plains to-night we tread, 
Wliere mem'ries, consecrated, dweU. 

For there our country's leader led; 
For there repose our country's dead, 

Who for her sacred honor feU. 
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The sound of battle — peal on peal. 
The roUing thunder rose and feU — 

The cannon's boom — the clash of steel — 
TiU Freedom's hosts, with freemen's zeal, 

Rang out the wateh word, " All is weU!' 

Their names shaU croAvn historic page 
With glory that shaU never fafl, 

And teU how Valor won the wage — 
How died for Freedom's heritage 

BraA-e guardians of our Holy Grail. 

From out those years what records tow'r 
Above ObUvion's midnight paU; 

Of pride, that sAvayed its Uttle hour; 
Of nations robbed of wealth and pow'r; 

Of revolutions' rise and fall. 

Fair isles have sunk into the deep. 
And mighty mountains cmmbled low — 

Our Union stands; and ours to reap 
That peace our fathers pledged to keep, 

That day, a hundred years ago. 

Then may we garland Freedom's shrine 
With gifts of beauty and perfume — 

Green branches of New England's pine, 
Red gold from California's mine, 

Wlnte drifts of Southem cotton bloom. 

Then Art and Science at her feet. 
Their horns of plenty shaU out-pour; 

Then nation shaU with nation meet, 
And sing God's praises, fuU and SAveet, 

That they may join in peace once more. 

Our hearts aspire e'en with the song — 
Our God, in whom aU good has birth, 

Let not the promised hour be long. 
Ere Love shall vanquish human vtrong. 

And Peace extend o'er aU the earth. 
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The old song, "The Bed, White and Blue," Avas then sung in 
a most admirable manner by Mrs. Gen. CEAM, the AA'IIOIC audi­
ence joining in the chorus. 

The refreshments — plain but excellent — Avere then seiwed up, 
in which all took part Avith a decided relish. 

After this, those Avho desired, participated for a short time in 
a lively dance. Miss KITTY CHITTENDEN, Mrs. CEAM and Dr. 
CHITTENDEN kindly furnishing the music on the piano. 

At 11:30 the company dispersed, all feeling that a most en­
joyable evening had been spent under the hospitable roof of 
Mrs. HOPKINS. 

Thus the "Eed, White and Blue Club" may be considered as 
fairly inaugurated under the most favorable auspices. The meet­
ing Avas a decided success — considered socially, mentally, mu­
sically or financially. Each member on paying the initiation 
fee Avas presented AAdth a tastily arranged red, AAdiite and blue 
badge, AA'hich had been prepared by the fair hands of the ladies, 
who are zealous AA'orkers in promoting the interests of the club. 
We extend our hearty congratulations to the enthusiastic ladies 
of the "Eed, White and Blue Club," upon the excellent name 
they haA'e selected, and ujion the brilliant success of their regu­
lar meeting last evening. May their labors for the year to come 
prove pleasant and profitable to them; and may they all meet on 
Fairmount Park in 1876, to witness the grand exhibition in 
commemoration of the first hundred years of our national exist­
ence. 

- ,1' 
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OFFICIAL E E P O E T OF A CENTEiNNIAL EEUNIOE" 
GIVEN BY MES. GOV. TAYLOE. 

As announced, Mrs. Gov. TAYLOE held the third reception of 
I / A the Woman's State Centennial Club last evening at the Park 

Hotel. At an early hour in the evening, the hotel was tastefully 
illuminated by Chinese lanterns all along the front on Carroll 
street; chandeliers of red, white and blue lights hung in the 
parlors and corridors on the second floor, while the rarest plants 
and floAvers to be had in the city beautifully and tastefully orna­
mented the ladies' parlors. The large dining hall was lavishly 
draped with the stars and stripes; the floors Avere canvassed, 
and FAUST'S celebrated string band were in position to furnish 
the lovers of the mazy dance with their best music. 

The guests on arriA'al Avere ushered into the draAving room of 
the hotel, and most cordially received by Mrs. TAYLOE and asso­
ciates, 

Mrs. HoTT, the Treasurer, uncovered a mysterious basket 
which she bore, and disclosed the badges of the state club, and 
fastened one upon each member in passing. The badge is a 
pearl colored ribbon, on which is printed in blue the coat of 
arms of the state, while a red knot completes the triad of na­
tional colors. 

The company assembled, which is said to haA'e numbered four 
hundred, and Avould have been larger had the weather been fa-
A^orable, AA'ere iuA'ited by Gen. ATWOOD to descend to the dining 
hall, and the literary exercises commenced, after a song by Mrs. 
CEAM, Mr. FOLDS and Mr. JAMES S. SMITH, entitled " I know a 
bank whereon the wild thyme grows." 

Gen. ATWOOD, reading from the programme Avhich Mrs. TAY-
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LOE had draAvn up, found his name next in order for a report of 
his recent visit to the fountain-head Philadelphia, AA'ith his usual 
promptitude and enthusiasm for the cause, responded at some 
length. 

Next the voice of Mrs. Dr. INGMAN rang out Avitli great clear-
ness through the Avide hall in a SAveet song, and prepared for Mr. 
CHAELES N . GEEGOEY'S thrilling poem. We are proud to send 
forth this offering contributed by our young poet, as Madison's 
and her State UniA-ersity's own laureate, nor are Ave afraid to 
place it beside the classic gems Avhich came to us from the east a 
fcAV Aveeks since, and Avere inspired by a sight of Lexington's 
battle-field, April 19th. 

LEXINGTON. , 

Soft bl&w the moming airs, pleasantly straying, 
Under the wfllows that bent o'er the stream. 

Hiding the water, and then in their swaying, 
ShoA îng a moment its sflvery gleam. 

Meny birds sang on the highest boughs tflting, 
Violets opened blue eyes to the sun; 

But the best blossoms of freedom lay wUting, 
Ere the bright day of the spring time was done. 

Proudly the horses, their haughty necks arching. 
Bore the brave leaders in scarlet coats gay; 

Proudly contemptuous the British came marching. 
Out from the town ere the moming was gray. 

DoAvn through the lanes where the country lay sleeping, 
Under the stars whfle the shining dew feU, 

Never a thought, on their crael way keeping, f 
Morning's defeat and disaster to teU. 

Freedom sleeps light, and a sound Avfll alarm her; 
Despots' encroachments faU loud on her ear; 
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So on that night every Middlesex farmer. 
Knew that the foe and the confUct grew near. 

SAvift flew the message from viUage to village, 
Ere the east flushed, all the land was aflame, 

From eveiy field came the cluld of its tiUage, 
From every anvil the braAvny smith came. 

'Twas not a time to delay or to trifle, 
AU must be given lest aU be undone; 

None were too young that could handle a rifle. 
None Avere too old that could shoulder a gun. 

On the broad green for the country that bore them. 
Neighbor by neighbor the minute-men form. 

Long is the line of invaders before them. 
Solemn the quiet presaging the storm. 

Then the command to disperse while the yeomen 1 
Stoutly face death for the land of their birth; 

Ruthlessly shed by the balls of their foemen. 
Life's ruddy current pours out on the earth. 

Sacred the fame of the men that have striven 
Bravely and AveU for their land and their laws; 

Sacred the turi where a mortal hath given — 
Freely hath given his blood for his cause. 

Though o'er their graves the rank grasses are springing, 
Though o'er their dust no memorial rise; 

Yet the brave deed through the centuries ringing; 
Wafts their great names to the uttermost skies. 

But where of late they were proudly advancing. 
Scarlet-backed troopers from over the sea. 

Banners throAvn wide and with shining steel glancing, 
On to imbrue it with blood of the free. 

Look, the drflled soldiers of tyTanny waver! 
Look, the trained cohorts are turned in defeat! 

Freedom repulses the foreign enslaver. 
Fierce Avas the confUct—the triumph was sweet. 
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Ev'ry stone waU, where the farmer had laid it " 'l'-\ • ,• ; 
High on the edge of his Uttle hfll farm, '. • , 

Flashed out a baU from the band that betrayed it, 
Staying the aim of a patriot's arm. ' , ' ' 

Every scant bush that gave place for concealing— / , . 
Cherry or apple tree blossomed Uke snow— 

Sent its bright flame, and a scarlet coat reeUng, 
Showed how our plowboys could welcome a foe. 

Thus in the days of our Uberty's danger, . 
They were the many and we were the few; •" : .; 

But we repeUed the attacks of the stranger, 
S Thus, with God's helping, we ever wfll do. 

And when the buds of a century fleetly 
Aprfls have scattered in sunshine and rain; 

Wlien those old patriots, slumbering sAveetly, 
Long 'neath the sod of a free land have lain; 

When time has shoAvn us their work was enduring, 
Has and shall last as no nation before. 

Honor maintaining and justice securing; 
Has Uved a cycle, and shaU evermore; 

Pause, then, a moment, to speak of their story— 
Stay, then, to honor those brave minute men; 

Vowing, if ever she needs for her glory, 
Our land shall not lack such defenders again. 

Mr. J . J. KUEHN then gave us the pleasing variety of a lay in 

the language of his OAvn fatherland. 

Gen. ATAVOOD announced that permission would then be given 

to any person who wished to make any remarks, and suggested 

that he noticed a gentleman was present, AA'ho ahvays made good 

speeches, and no doubt the audience Avould be pleased to hear 

from Hon. JOHN M . BINGHAAI, of Chippewa Falls. 

Mr. BINGHAM came forward and addressed the company in his 

usual terse and elegant manner, paying a high compliment to 
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the. la'dies for the part they took in the noble and patriotic AA'ork 
of assisting to make this great national undertaking a grand 
success, etc. 

The next exercises consisted in some very fine singing by 
Miss COEA GEEGOEY. 

Tills part of the evening's entertainment AÂas then closed Avith 
the folloAA'ing Centennial Club Hymn, composed by Prof. J . D. 
BUTLEE, and read by JOHN B . PAEKINSON: 

T U N E . — " Greenland's Icy Mountains." 

At Waukesha's health fountains, 
Menomonee's pine niflls. 

Where forth from iron mountains 
Metallic wealth distais; 

By Eau Claire's river-meetings. 
And Madison 'tween the Lakes, 

For centenary greetings 
Behold Wisconsin wakes! 

Wliat though the father freed us 
From British George's chains, 

Whfle Paris fashions lead us. 
Dress tjTanny remains. 

From prairie and from riA'er 
Where'er our maidens dance, 

" They caU us to deUver 
From mimicry of France. 

Wisconsin fair ones, waken! 
Her gallant men inspire, 

Witii earnestness unshaken 
And independence fire! 

See one short year before us. 
Our hundredth natal day; 

Join Philadelphia's choras, 
And noblest offerings pay. 
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After the reading of the poem, refre^hmenR^AWi^rtno moed, 
and all found their way into the private dining room, AA'lm-e the 
tables, Avith ornamental cakes, beautiful boquets of fioAvers, tea 
and coffee, sandAviches, ice cream and straAA'berries were await­
ing, from Avhence all departed satisfied that in feeding the hun­
gry, the proprietor of the Park Hotel Avill surely be entitled to 
the first prize at the great Centennial Exhibition. 

The lovers of the dance Avere not SIOAV in taking possession of 
the large dining room hall and inaugurating the mazy Avaltz, and 
the SAveet notes of FAUST'S band continued until the hour for 
dispersing. 

The number present must have been betAveen three and four 
hundred, making the entertainment a complete success, being 
universally pronounced one of the most enjoyable parties of the 
season. 

MES. J . D . BUTLEE, 

Sec. W. S. C. C. 

FOUETH OF JULY, 1875. 

OEEICIAL EEPOET OE COMBINED CENTENNIAL CLUBS. 

The Centennial Celebration given by the ladies of Madison, on 
the evening of the 5th of July, in the Assembly Chamber of 

phe Capitol, Avas an ovation of which we are proud to make 
record. The banner of gloAving colors Avhich the heavens un­
furled at Sunday's sunset, folloAved by a rainbow in the east, 
gave promise of fine Aveather for Monday, the day appropriated 
for the united festival of the Madison Centennial Clubs. But 
alas for human hopes! Alternate showers filled Avith fearful 
forebodings many an anxious heart, lest the efforts of the fcAV 
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AA'ho had labored so uuAA'eariedly to perfect CA'cry detail of the 
interesting programme promised, should not be rewarded by a 
commensurate audience. But the falling clouds failed to darken 
or dampen the enthusiasm of our citizens. A large concourse 
gathered at the hour proposed, and foreboding turned to exulta­
tion as friend greeted friend in the rotunda and dressing rooms. 
The Aveather prcA^ented the illumination of the park by Chinese 
lanterns, for AA'hich provision had been made, but no influences 
had abated the zeal of the decorative committee. As Ave entered 
the hall the Avitch's prophecy seemed fulfilled and " Birnam 
wood had come to Dunsinane." Our Assembly Chamber was a 
pillared shade, high over arched, and dotted Avith vine and moss 
baskets of fairy shapes and A'elvet hues. Glittering amid this 
temple AA'hich appeared a grove, Avere banners and "bruised 
arms hung up for monuments," of our nation's pride, and our 
country's noble achievements. The speaker's desk had been 
transformed by artistic hands into a niche Avith the state 
insignia, and before Avhicli hung a mysterious curtain. On the 
opposite side of the hall a mossy grotto, enshrining the floAver 
nymphs, added its own charm to the scene. On casting a look 
OA-er tlie company assembled, it Avas delightful to observe hoAV 
many had caught the spirit of the occasion and brought back 
the past into the living present. Besides numbers AAdio had 
spared no pains to perfect their antique and indeed royal 
toilettes, of AA'hom we shall speak again, there Avas a tinge 
of quaintness interspersed in the fashions of to-day; by here 
a lovely Quaker dress — there a poAvdered head toAvering in 
soft massy coils, or enveloped in the snoAA'y cap of the olden 
time, while an ancient heir loom dress, mantle, or comb, 
betokened that the descendants of the Pilgrims, journeying 
to the western Avilderness, had brought many a household God 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 131 

with them. The audience was in all particulars select and 
refined, as was attested by their quiet manner and close atten­
tion during the exercises, and the absence of that rudeness of 
behavior AA'hich sometimes characterizes Madison entertainments. 
Among the guests, we observed our own Avorthy Governor, as 
well as ex-Gov. WASHBUEN, Avliose courtly bearing always dis­
tinguishes him in the croAA'd. We do not speak of Madison 
ladies in particular, hoping that all Avere there, either as mem­
bers of a Centennial Club or expecting to become so. We Avere 
especially honored by a large delegation from our sister city, 
Milwaukee, though the croAvded programme prevented the 
recognition of these guests as courtesy and Avelcoming hearts 
prompted. Nor can Ave now give all the names of the four­
teen ladies and eleven gentlemen. We recognized Mrs. COLT, 

famous in the charities of the past Mrs. C. was attended 
by her daughter. Mrs. ASHLEY, wife of Eev. Dr. ASHLEY, of St. 
James Church, also gave us the sanction of her genial presence, 
and Mrs. GILBEET, a favorite in social life, Avith many young la­
dies, among them the three Miss SCIILEYS and the Miss SMITHS, 

added to the Milwaukee grace and beauty of the festivity. 
Gen. GEO. B . SMITH, master of ceremonies, in the costume of 

a gentleman of King GEORGE'S court, hushed the waiting croAvd 
by announcing the first tableau. This was Gen. WASHINGTON'S 

first visit to the fair young widow, Mrs. CUSTIS, who, AA'ith her 
tAA'o children playing at her feet, is surprised by his entrance. 
The tableau was shown in a gilded frame to resemble the pic­
tures from Avhich it and all the succeeding ones Avere taken. I t 
AA'as life-like and exquisite beyond description. Mr. STUAET, our 
southern artist, and a gentleman who came to us a fcAv years 
since a stranger and noAv abides the universal friend and favorite 

a 

in all our homes, very suitably personated our first chivalric 
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president, and throughout preserA'ed that stately dignity and 
impressive reserA'e for AA'hich WASHINGTON Avas noted. Miss 
FLOEA VANNOESTEAND, formerly one of our OAVII SAveet girls, but 
noAV claimed by Green Bay, appeared as Mrs. CUSTIS, in that cos­
tume and coiffure which for grace and beauty it Avill ever be diffi­
cult to excel. The curtain rose and fell several times in response 
to the enthusiastic encore, and yet no one gazed long enough on 
the interior of that lordly home on the Potomac, of AA'hich WASH­

INGTON became master AA'hen he afterwards received the hand of 
its mistress. The second tableau AA'as INMAN'S most popular pic­
ture, AA'hich has made us all familiar Avith the WASHINGTON 

family group after the lapse of years. The children are larger, 
and the lady is now aging. Some quoted HEEBEET'S — 

" Nor spring nor summer beauty has such grace 
As may be seen in her autumnal face," 

while admiring Mrs. WILLIAM MEAES, who sat for Lady WASH­

INGTON. The resemblance Avas at once so striking and lovely, 
that an exclamation of delight thrilled through the entire 
audience. 

Judge EVAN'S address asks no meed from us but thanks, for 
its words of eloquent pathos speak to every heart: 

" ' Breathes there the man with soul so dead. 
Who never to himself hath said. 

This is my own, my native land?' 

"Poetry is an outery of our higher nature. And well might the fervent poet 
feel incredulous of one so unnatural, for love of country is an instinct of nature. 
AU society rests on natural necessities. When God, m His beneficence, instituted 
the family, He ordained the nation. For famiUes constitute communities and are 
the integers of nations. So famfly love is the gem of patriotism: love of home, 
the inspiration of love of country. And so, true to nature, the poet adds; 
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" ' Whose heart hath ne'er withm liini burned • • 
As home his footsteps he hath turned 

From wandering on a foreign strand.' 

•'Home is not the dwelhng, so much as the indAveUers; the loving hearts, the 
pleasant voices, the sympathetic faces which consecrate it. So is country not so 
much the land, as the people who possess it and give it character. Israel was a 
nation in the desert as weU as in the land flowing vsith mflk and honey; intensely 
patriotic without a county; a homeless people wandering -BTith but prophetic love 
of the promised land. We love home in our love of those who make it home; 
we love country in our love of the kindred race who make it a Uving nation. We 
may sigh for lovely spots which once were home, but home follows the household. 
We may look back mth lingering affection on our birtli]3lace, but our country is 
with the people amongst whom we cast our lots to Uve and to die. And yet there 
is, perhaps, something more than association; an inscrutable afiinity between the 
land and the people; a sympathy with the scene of love which seems to be part 
of the love itself. Places once loved for their sake whose places know them no 
more forever, are inexplicably dear to us. This lovely spot of earth is dear to you 
aU. But it is not altogether these graceful undulations, these embowered hills, 
these gUstening lakes, this smfling landscape studded with pretty homes, that you 
love. It is rather those who dweU in them, sanctifying nature Avitli the offices of 
human loA'e. In desolate winter, Madison is as dear to you as in pleasant sum­
mer. And yet, if the whole community should emigrate together, even to some 
finer and happier abiding place, would you not aU yeam for tliis deserted spot; 
mom-n with GOLDSAIITH over your unforgotten — 

" ' Sweet Aubum, loveUest viUage of the plain?' 

" And so we aU love the land of our mlieritance or choice, the insensible scene; 
but we love with higher and more inteUigent love the people Avho give it Ufe and 
history. This people, from zone to zone, from sea to sea, in the semi-arctic north 
or the semi-tropic south; on the thrifty shores of the Atlantic, or the golden sands 
of the Pacific; bom in the folds of the flag, or flnding an asylum under it; aU 
who inhabit the land and love it; aU who abided by the Union, and aU stray 
sheep who have been restored to the fold; all who claim the great American 
name and honor it; these are our country — these, and the land so blessed 
Avith wealth of nature; these, and the institutions now reaching their century 
of age; these are the nation whose birthday we are keeping, because we love it 
and all that belong to it. On these, which we caU the United States, on the 
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Union, and on every state ui it, on this vast aggregation of American homes, 
and on every home in it, we meet to-night to invoke the blessing and guid­
ance of the Lord God of the nations. It is His beneficent order that, of aU His 
creatures on earth, the chfldren of man should mature slowest, remaui 
longest within the age of nurture. Brief as life is, this is great mercy. Because, 
gifted with reason, and responsible for it, man only, of aU creatures, needs edu­
cation of his intelligence. The dependence of chfldren is the opportunity. And 
so the early bu-thdays of om- sons and daughters are not mere festivals; they are 
mfle-stones on the road of Ufe; days of solemn admonition, for study of the past 
and consideration of the future; that our young ones may gather strength and 
wisdom before they lea\'e us to encounter alone tiie trials, and drink the bitter 
waters of the world. 

" Nations, too, haA'e youth and maturity and age. That is the lesson of all 
histoiy. They dream who talk of the perfection or perpetuity of human institu­
tions. The end of all the work of man is the end of man himself — decay and 
death. There is no eternal vigor for the nations. Age wfll come, but first youth 
and maturity. And education wfll do for nations what it does for individuals — 
invigorate youth and lengthen maturity. For nations, too, have education. Each 
generation educates the next. And national education, what we call progress, 
never ceases from generation to generation. This country began its national edu­
cation most happily in the colonies. It graduated most auspiciously in the revolu­
tion. But America is but a stalwart youth yet, a young giant of undeveloped 
strength and stature, with much to leam for good or for evfl. Its birthdays 
should be days of exultation indeed, or we should be ungrateful to our fathers and 
to the God of our fathers. But they should be also days of reflection and of 
counsel; wise festivals wisely kept. Above all, they should be kept in the broad 
and tme patriotism which embraces the whole country, and loves it because it is 
the country. It may weU be that the generous, forbearing and cathoUc sphit of a 
century ago might have spared this generation the terrible episode whose glory 
bears the reproach of aU civfl strife. Let us to-day thank Him, whose service is 
perfect peace, that the bittei-ness of that time is fast passing away. Let it be, a 
year hence, the glory of the centenary, that love has outUved hate and buried it 
in the grave of the past forever. 

" This is the annual eve of that day, for which so much is done and from 
which so much is hoped. The Ughts and shadows of almost a hundred years are 
upon this day. For there is Ught and shade in aU human history, and ours has 
no magical exemption. Neither individual nor nation can escape altogether the 
human doom of error. But Avise is the man or nation who is taught by faflure. 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. ' 135 

Sim your hearts to-day in the Avarm Ughts of the century past, but do not shut 
them against the grave lessons veUed m the shadows. It is not for me, it is not, 
perhaps, for any Uving to speak the lessons of to-day. The voices of a century 
are in your ears; the voices of the great and vrise and good, who, bemg dead, yet 
speak. Are there such hving voices now ? Are thei'C such men now ? Is there 
such pubUc virtue now? Is there a pure society now? How do these days, 
and the people of these days bear comparison with those days and the people 
of those days? What has the land to show for the groAvth of a hundred 
years? Great population, great development, great power, great wealth. Are 
these aU? Have these brought vidth them none of the luxury and Ucense 
which tum blessings into curses? Compare the men standing at the end 
of the century with the men of the beguiiung. Is the standard of pubUo 
manhood as high? Or, amidst the gigantic growth of the nation, are the 
men of this day dwarfed by the men of that day? These are not my ques­
tions. They are the questions of those who made this a national hoUday; 
the questions of those who gave us this inheritance of glory and of duty; the 
questions of the past to the present; voices echoing in our ears to-day doAvn a 
hundred years of history. It is for you, not for me, to answer these. Yet not for 
you only; for the whole American people. Words Avfll not answer them. They 
are historical questions, and the answers must be liistorical; the annals which the 
present is to add to the past. 

" One great and wise voice sends warning to our ears to-day, crying ' Liberty 
and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable." Since that glorious head was 
laid in the dust, the Union has had its trial, and, thank the God of Nations, that 
danger seems passed forever. If the Uving dead Avitness the doings of posterity, 
how that great statesman's heart must exult in the security of the Union for which 
he pleaded in Ufe, since sealed Avith so much precious blood. But his words abide 
Avith us. Liberty and Union. The Union has survived its trial; Liberty may 
have its trial next; the Uberty which rests on local self-govemment, the unim­
paired sovereignty of the states, as the fathers of the countiy founded them a hun­
dred years ago. Centralization means despotism. History teaches that lesson on 
a thousand pages. The men of a hundred years ago weU understood it, and gave 
us a system of general and local sovereignty, the best and Avisest the world has 
ever seen. The danger of the past was in the states against the Union; the 
danger of the future may be in the Union %ainst the states. Union and Liberty 
•—the emphasis is Webster's, not mine—they cannot be divided; they are the 
twin chfldren of the revolution, to Uve or to die together. Hear to-day the A'oice 
of tiie historic dead—' Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable.' 
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And what do the voices of the century demand to-day of you, the reigning gen­
eration of Madison, for the future of the land? Another generation, worthy of 
them whose descendants you are; fltted to carry on the work so weU begun a h'.m-
dred years ago, the great experiment of man's capacity to rule himself; an experi­
ment only for an educated and elevated people. Some short weeks ago, I sat in 
this room and heard many of the fearful problems of life, readfly solved by the 
warm hearts and enthusiastic imaginations of the young. It were Uttle to say 
tiiat it was pleasant to Usten; it was full of hope. The future may weU be trusted 
to a generation so educated and disciplined. 0, si sic omnes. The education of 
the young; not partial or impert'ect or fragmentary education, but fuU and thor­
ough inteUectual, moral and reUgious culture is the great debt of the present to 
the future; the solution of all our poUtical problems. You have reason to be 
proud of your schools and of the University. Men of Madison, you owe it to your 
country not to uphold these merely, but to see to it year by year, that each year's 
culture of your children rises above the year's before. You wfll so add more 
glory to the second Centenary, than if you were the heroes of a hundred battle 
fields. 

"This is truly a woman's celebration, and gives me a Ucense. Women of Mad­
ison, what can you do for the future? More than men may, perhaps, by playing 
weU your part of womanhood. The institution of institutions, the seed of all civ­
flization, depends mainly on you; home, the true sphere and glory of womanhood. 
There are women who disdain the duties of your sex, and aspire to ours. It is an 
exchange of glory for shame. True glory is in duty. True shame is in faflure of 
duty. What can you, women, give to the world? Pure, refined and happy homes. 
Wliat can you give to the future? Brave boys and chaste girls; a Aortuous and 
inteUigent generation. Woman's true jewels are her chfldren. Woman is the 
first teacher. Send your boys and ghls to what coUege you may, their mothers 
are their first professors. Her lessons are the more impressive and enduring. Her 
early influence goes more to the character of the young, than all the formal teach­
ings which foUow. Woman's true dignity is at home. Men see a halo of glory 
around the gray hairs of her, who has played weU her part of mother, never seen 
in the most iUustrious of her own sex. Oh woman, give to the future virtuous 
and disciplined chfldren; and not they only, the nation wfll arise and call you 
blessed. For in the Chiistian homes of the world, woman rocks the cradle of the 
future. 

" Something too much of all this. He would be a stem preacher who could 
look on this day, on this congregation, and reprove the world of foUy. It is not 
easy for me to-night to feel quite sure at which end of the century I am utanding. 
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Tlie Centennial dead seem risen from the dust of the century. The scene is so 
enchanting that it is easfly seen it is Avoman's AA'ork. No fear of disloyalty need 
intrade here. There is not a man among us, of any state or country, of any poU-
tics or age, who is not longing to-night to take the red, wliite and blue close to 
liis heart. This deUghtful scene Avfll be long remembered. Even when most of 
us shall have passed away, the Uttle ones of 1875 vsdU say of tins ante-Centennial 
celebration: Wisconsin's 

" ' Capital had gathered then 
Her beauty and her chivalry; and bright 
The lamps shone o 'er fair women and brave men. 
A thousand hearts beat happfly, and when 
Music arose with its voluptuous sweU, 
Soft eyes looked love to eyes that spake again, 
And all went merry as a marriage beU.' " 

The tableau AA'hich foUoAved was our grand " Old Abe," the 
Avinged veteran of many a battle field, mounted on his perch. 
He stood in the most dignified posture during Col. MAYEES po­
etic address to him, but though he could gaze at the sun, and 
braA'e the roar of cannon, he drooped his head as if scarcely 
Avorthy of the Colonel's eulogy. The last tableau portrayed the 
moment Avhen LA FAYETTE offered his services to WASHINGTON. 

A finer blending of color in the magnificent dresses of the guests 
assembled in the draAving room, or more graceful attitudes of the 
company Avelcoming the young French officer, could hardly have 
been improvised. The scene of beauty and brightness will linger 
long in memory. As had been promised. Col. SLAUGIITEE, AA'ho 
was a personal friend of THOMAS JEFFEESON, appeared in the 

dress of that framer of our Independence, and gave us an inter­
esting description of the man and his home, which, by the kind­
ness of the Colonel, Ave are enabled liercAvith to publish: 

MonticeUo is the eastern terminus of the Southwest mountain of Virginia, and 
from it is presented a panorama of mountain, dale and river of unequaUed beauty. 
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Not the least interesting feature is the University, founded and nurtured through 
the influence of Mr. JEFFEBSON. It was the dream of his youth, the pride of his 
maiJiood, and the pet of his old age. Mountains in aU ages have been deemed 
holy places and the scenes of gi-eat events. On Mount Ararat rested the Ark, the 
means and emblem of human salvation. On Mount Moriah, Abraham was com­
manded to sacrifice his son, emblematic of a stfll greater sacrifice. From Mount 
Smai Avas promulgated the law of the Most High. From Mount Pisgah the en­
raptured eye beheld the land flowing with mUk and honey. The sermon on the 
Mount was preached in love to a faUen race. The Savior of mankind was trans-
figm-ed on a Mount, and yet from another he ascended to heaven. The lovers of 
poesy and of song pay their homage at Parnassus, and the disciples of Uberty 
make pflgrimages to MonticeUo. In mind, manner and person, TIIOJIAS J E F F E R ­
SON was the most accompUshed man I ever saw. His mind was far-reaching, all-
embracing, almost intuitive, and struggled to accomplish what no mind ever did, 
to grasp all the sciences; hence he was in many things more superficial than pro­
found; but in his knowledge of the genius and character of his countrymen, and 
of the governmental institutions adapted to their character, in short, as an Amer­
ican statesman, he was the first man of his day. In stature he was about sis feet 
two inches in height, of perfectly developed fonn, and might have served as a 
model for the statue of ApoUo. His eyes were blue, his hair light, slightly tinged 
with red, and his whole face beamed Avith cheerfulness, that badge of a gen­
tleman, whfle his conversation was fascinating, brflUant and instructive. His step 
Avas elastic, his movements graceful, blending ease with dignity, and his whole 
manner cordial and affectionate. With his sanguine, bflious temperament, and 
his enthusiastic love of Uberty, it is not wonderful that wlnle Minister to France 
during the French revolution, where he was admhed and feted by the savans, the 
Uterati, and especially by the flluminati of the gay and voluptuous city of Paris, 
he should have become tinctured with red republicanism, that moral pestflence 
which swept over that devoted country, destroying most that was valuable and 
profaning aU that was sacred. He returned to America fuUy imbued with French 
phflosophy, French poUtics and French manners. The contagion spread with won­
derful rapidity throughout our country, untfl the people were nearly evenly divided 
between those who sympathized with the French and those who sympathized vAih 
the EngUsh. Nothing but the firmness and the wisdom with which the greatest 
of aU great men, GEOKGE WASHINGTON, guided the ship of state, enabled us to 
escape those wliirlpools of anarchy and despotism which threatened to engulf Eu­
ropean states. Mr. JEFFERSON himself, in after years, when president of the 
United States, alluded in a semi-apologetic tone, in his inaugural message, to the 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 139 

excitement under which he had labored, by saying ' during the throes and conAiil-
sions of the old world, during the agonizing spasms of infuriated man, seekuig 
through blood and slaughter Ins long lost Uberty, it is not wondeifiil that the agi­
tation of the bflloAvs shoifld have reached this distant and peaceful shore.' He 
was the first statesman who taught the inherent and inalienable right of all men 
to Ufe, liberty and the pursuit of happiness; the first to adA'ocate the emanci­
pation of the slaves; the first to discover the great secret of perpetuatmg American 
freedom by a division of power, m such a manner as to bring the government to 
each man's door. He taught the sovereignty of the people and their right to self 
gOA'emment. He practiced what he taught, and no man mingled more freely 
•with them in all their social relations. He died full of years and honors, aud was 
buried at his beautiful residence, MonticeUo, and when I was there last a single 
marble slab covered, the grave." 

Those in costume Avere now called to the senate chamber and 
arranged for presentation to Lady and Gen. WASHINGTON. This 
ceremony Avas a charming feature of the evening. On a slightly 
raised dais stood Lady W., and by her side her husband. The 
personages presented appeared in the foUoAving order, as nearly 
as remembered, and if any are omitted, it is OAving to the bcAvil-
dering brilliancy of the pageant: 

"TI IOJIAS JEFFERSON "—personated by Col. SLAUGHTER. 

"Mr. and Mrs. SAMUEL A D A M S " — by Gen. and Mrs. ATAVOOD. 

"Mr. and Mrs. JOHN A D A M S " — b y Gen. SMITH and Mrs. T H O R P . 

"Mrs. JOHN QUINCY ADAAIS" —by Mrs. H. P. HALL. 

"Mmister Vox BORKEL and daug'nter " — by Col. and Mrs. KBYES. 

"Mrs. MADISON " — by Mrs. A B E L DUNNING. 

"Baron S T E U B E N " — by Dr. INGMAN. 

Mrs. INGAIAN bore a name not understood. 
"Lady C.4.TnERiNE D U B R " — b y Mks SCHLEY. 
"Miss CHEAV " — by Miss NELLY SCHLEY. 

"Marquis de LA F A Y E T T E " — b y Mr. CABANNE. 

"Mrs. B I N G H A A I " — b y Miss ATAVOOD. 

"Mrs. JOHN J A Y " — b y Miss KITTY ATAVOOD. 

"Mrs. CHARLES CARROLL" — by Mrs. TRUMAN B I R D . 

"Bishop W H I T E " — by Dr. VILAS. 

"Capt. W H I T T L E S E Y " — b y Mr. C. N. GREGORY. 
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Miss FULLEE'S name was not heard, and, it may be, others 
have escaped memory. 

After the dance (the Lancers) by those in costume, the com­
pany Avere most agreeably surprised by the sound of the piano, 
touched by the skillful fingers of Mrs. OLE BULL, and the floor 
Avas cleared for the Mimtet. Soon Madam STAINES, adorned Avitli 
her natural croAvn of glory, and her daughter, Mrs. CEAM, AA'IIO had 
anticipated the flight of time by a A'cry becoming transformation 
of dress, appeared leading out in andante measures the stately 
steps of the time-honored dance. Its intricate but smooth, undu­
lating movements enabled one to appreciate the remark of a 
French Avriter, AVIIO exclaims, "Alas! life is too short to master 
the mysteries of the Minuet.^'' 

Many thanks are due these obliging ladies for giving us this 
SAveet glimpse of the past, and enabling this generation to ob­
serve how calmly our ancestors took their pleasures, AA'hile from 
it a lesson of modesty and dignity may be taught many a mod­
ern lover of the terpsichorean art. The remainder of the enter­
tainment was relinquished to the dancers of all ages, Avliile 
many retired satiated Avith the eroAvded enjoyments of the hours 
already past. Too little perhaps has been said of the court 
dresses Avorn by both gentlemen and ladies — in one word, they 
were grand and glittering. Our oAAm reflection is, that Ave have 
improved upon our ancestors, by simplicity of adornment, and 
especially that gentlemen's dress now far excels that of " Auld 
Lang Syne," Avhen SAMUEL PEPYS " ripped the gold lace oft' his 
wife's AA êdding petticoat to trim his UOAV suit." The effect of 
loAA'er limbs unclothed, save by silk hose, is to remind one of the 
biped fowl and suggests too a feeble foundation for the flowing 
and richly dight upper garments, surmounted by the o'ershad-
owing wig. Our eye may be at fault, but our Apollo wears a full 
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suit of black broadcloth. Thus has passed our long anticipated 
July celebration, and Ave feel assured it Avill be long cherished in 
memory. As a fitting finale, guests from Milwaukee and 
elscAAdiere Avere refreshed, last evening, Avith an excursion at sun­
set and by moonlight on a lake Avliich has scarcely a rival this 
side of Como — 

" In those twin boats, unknown of yore. 
On vpinding lake or rivers wide, 

That ask no aid of sail or oar, 
Nor fear the force of wind and tide." 

MES. J . D . BUTLEE, 

Secretary W. S. C. C. 

SECO:NrD MEETING AT BELOIT. 

THE CENTENNIAL OF BUNKEE HILL HOAV THE LADIES OF BELOIT 

HONOEED IT. 

The one hundredth anniA-ersary of the battle of Bunker Hill 
was celebrated in Beloit AAdth due enthusiasm. The selection of 
Opera Hall for this entertainment was a happy thought, it being 
by far the best adapted of any room in the city for such a dis­
play. On entering it A'isitors Avere at once struck Avitli the beau­
tiful arrangement and cheerful appearance of the entire hall, 
and upon close inspection every detail Avas found to bear careful 
scrutiny and eacli department to have some well defined relation 
to the general plan of a congratulatory celebration of one of the 
marked CA'ents in the great EcA^olution which secured our IS'ation 
lasting peace and prosperity. A multitude of rare works of art, 
EeA'olutionary relics, and other curious and costly things were 
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displayed around the room in very attractiA'e manner; OA'er the 
platform were hung two ancient SAA'ords crossed upon each other, 
surrounded by shields, wreath and epaulets and the bird of Avis-
dom perched aboA'e them all, significant of peace and good Avill 
between the IAVO great nations AA'hich a hundred years ago met 
with swords unsheathed. In the corner beyond Avas one of the 
most attractive features of all. Across the corner, midway be­
tween fioor and ceiling Avere the Avords, " International Exhibi­
tion," in living green, Avith back ground of Avhite, with the date 
also in green, aboA'e, " 1775, June 17, 1875." Directly OA'cr this 
hung a United States flag, bullet rent and battle stained (it Avas 
carried by Col. CEANE'S regiment in the late Avar), its folds UOAV 

resting peacefully upon those of an English flag at the right 
and a itforAvegian flag at the left. Beyond the latter hung the 
handsome banner of Ireland, at the extreme left the German 
colors, and at the extreme right a perfect specimen of the stars 
and stripes. In proximity to this interesting collection of 
bunting, were displayed pictures of the Centennial Exhibition 
buildings, a certificate of Centennial stock, and a collection 
of small fiags and flowers. In the corner beneath was an 
attractive exhibition of choice articles from different parts 
of the world, and in front stood a table upon which a variety of 
Centennial medals were displayed for sale. Delicious refresh­
ments were served at numerous tables, the cliarming waitresses, 
attired in white ruffled aprons and fancy caps Avitli red and blue 
ribbons, attending to every Avant in the most fascinating manner. 
About half-past nine o'clock Mayor DAA'IS announced the liter­
ary portion of the programme, introducing Bev. G. S. HUBBS as 
the first speaker. Mr. HUBBS made a few very apt and facetious 
remarks somcAvhat at the expense of the legal fraternity Avho 
had been invited to talk but declined, and called attention to tlie 
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practical matter of the medals which the ladies were desirous of 
selling for the benefit of the Centennial treasuries. 

Mr. HILL then read, in a most impressive manner, OLIVEE 

WENDELL HOLMES' grand poem descriptive of the momentous 
conflict of a century ago. Prof. EMEESON was next announced, 
and spoke for a feAV minutes most eloquently. He said if the 
laAV}'ers had responded to the calls made upon them, Ave should 
haA'e had the legal aspects and consequences of the revolution 
presented to us, and so he found it the natural thing for him to 
do to speak from an educational point of vicAv. He then re­
ferred to the law of our forefathers providing that Avhen any 
community numbered fifty families, a teacher should be em­
ployed at public expense, and to the subsequent enlarged and 
steadily increasing facilities proA'ided for the education of the 
people. And so the nation grew to be an educated people. 
When the revolution came, our fathers had gone through Avith 
the nouns and adjectives of their great lessons, and took up the 
verb to be, to do and to suffer. We shall make no attempt to 
sketch the beautiful and Avonderfully poAA'erful culmination of 
the professor's speech. We hoped to obtain it in full, but find 
that it Avas AA'holly impromptu, and cannot be secured. The hall 
AÂas held open during the foUoAving day and evening, and drew 
together quite a number to view the beautiful articles exhibited, 
and partake of the refreshments which were still abundant. TAVO 

A'aluable oil paintings, 500 years old, were brought in on the sec­
ond day by Mr. W M . MCDOAVALL, and attracted much attention. 

The Beloit Club (ladies) Avill send to the Centennial a beautiful 
piece of Avork — woman's Avork in very truth. I t represents the 
seal of Beloit College; is Avrought in silk and chenille. The foun­
dation is satin, gros-grain silk and veb-et, all as white as snow. 
Its diameter must be at least three feet. The work is designed 
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and wrought by Miss SAEAH T . BODTKEE, AA'ho has been since June 
last diligently employed upon it, and it is no more than tAvo-
thirds completed. The central figure is an open Bible, with the 
surmounting dove and radiating light. Blue forget-me-nots sur­
round this center; and this lovely Avreath is in turn surrounded 
by the Latin college motto, lettered in chenille; these letters be­
ing in turn surrounded with the most delicate Avreath of beauti­
ful fioAvers, the sentiment of the fiowers standing for the senti­
ment of the motto. I t is quite impossible to giv'e an idea of the 
delightful perfection of silken wreaths. A bullion embroiderd 
band separates this circle from the next, which gives the name 
of the college, etc.; these letters bearing tiny flags of all nations, 
in-wrought in their construction. This circle is yet incomplete; 
and surrounding the whole is yet to be another and more elabo­
rate wreath of flowers. The work, from the gilt-edged Bible 
and perfect colored dove to the last stitch taken, is most exqui­
site. I t is to be framed in a setting of black AA'alnut, and AA'ill 
cost $500. 

The Beloit Club has for its president, Mrs. T. L. WEIGHT, a 
lady of taste and culture, with able aids in the other officers, AA'IIO 

are efficient and enthusiastic. 

EECOEDS OF THE CENTENNIAL CLUB OF MILTON. 
[OFTIOIAL EEPOET.] 

In the early part of May, 1875, there was a small gathering 
at the residence of Pres. W. C. WHITFOED for the purpose of or­
ganizing a club, in order that the ladies of Milton might take 
part in the approaching Centennial Anniversary at Philadelphia. 
Mrs. Pres. WHITFOED having been appointed chairman of the 
Centennial Committee for the toAvn of Milton, chose for her 
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ofiicers, Mrs. B. F. COLLINS, Yice Chairman; Mrs. WALKEE and 
Mrs. FEEEIS, Secretaries; Mrs. EALPH EICHAEDSON and Mrs. 
HALL, Treasurers. After due consultation a constitution was 
adopted and a club organized. 

A public meeting was held May 31st in the College Chapel, 
Mrs. WHITFOED in the Chair. Opening prayer by Eev. W M . 

WALKEE. Minutes of the previous meeting Avere read and 
approved. Music by the College Choir. Eev. W. C. WHIT­
FOED, President of Milton College, deliA'ered an address in his 
clear and vigorous style, in which the past and present of our 
country Avere vividly contrasted. Elder EOGEES then followed 
in a few excellent remarks. A song, " The Death of W A E -
EEN," was sung by Prof. STILLMAN. At the close of the meet­
ing names of members were solicited. From that time, regular 
meetings were held on the second Monday of each month, when 
were gathered all ages and classes —the wise and talented, the 
young and gay — all contributing to the entertainment and in­
terest of the occasion. 

The second meeting was held at the house of President W H I T ­

FOED; music by the Milton band. Mrs. COLLINS had prepared 
an excellent paper entitled, " Historic Eeminiscences of the Past 
Century," Avhich was listened to with marked attention. Her 
descriptions of the noble deeds performed by our forefathers 
stirred our souls and stimulated us to a holier, deeper love for 
our country, and with a just pride, as no country can boast a 
more grand and glorious history than ours. Mrs. HALL also, 
furnished an entertaining paper, rehearsing the heroic deeds, 
which have made our nation's flag "loved at home, revered 
abroad." 

The next gathering was at the house of Eev. WILLIAM WAL­

KEE. Some eighty or one hundred members Avere present. 
10 
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Mrs. HALL continued the history of the Eevolutionary Struggle. 
Her essay Avas A'ery interesting and profltable to all. Miss MIN-
TiE HoAVAED and Miss MAEY FEEEIS sang scA'eral patriotic songs 
and the Milton band furnished fine music in the oak grove be­
neath the moon-lit sky. 

The home of Mr. BUEDICK Avas filled to overflowing on the 
occasion of the fourth reunion. Tableaux, music and patriotic 
songs made the evening pass agreeably. 

We met next at Mr. E. GEEENMAN'S and Mr. EALPH EICH-

AEDSON'S, where we were reminded of olden times by appropri­
ate addresses, patriotic songs, and the costumes of by-gone days, 
when other generations filled our places. 

A public meeting was held in the College Chapel, when Hon. 
TLINY NOECEOSS of JanesA'ille, delivered a lecture upon " The 
Eolations of France with the American People in the Eevolu­
tionary Struggle." He eloquently protrayed the character of 
La Fayette and other noble Frenchmen, AA'hose deA'otion to our 
•country in her hour of need has been the admiration of the civ­
ilized world. The lecture Avas listened to with intense interest. 

The eighth session was held at Mr. DENNIS BUEDICK'S. A 
paper was presented on " The Illustrious Women of the Amer­
ican Eevolution," reminding us that the women of those days 
were brave, noble and true, and did their part for the freedom 
of their country with wonderful self-sacrifice and a heroism that 
Iias not been surpassed in the history of any people. 

On the occasion of the next reunion, Mrs. COLLINS' residence 
was a scene of beauty and elegance; music by Miss HAVENS, 

and patriotic songs by Miss HOWAED in quaint costume; select 
reading by Prof. SAUNDEES, and an essay by Miss MAEY BAI-

XEY, entitled, " The Eminent Women of the Eevolution." 
The tenth meeting of the Club Avas held at Mr. EZEA CEAN-
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DALE'S, and AA'as very enthusiastic and enjoyable. The tableaux 
and costumes of olden times, together Avith the colloquies were 
fine, and these pleasant social gatherings Avill long have a place 
in our memories. 

The closing session, the last and best of all, convened on the 
evening of April 10, 1876. The College Chapel Avas filled Avith 
an enthusiastic and delighted audience. The officers of the 
Club appeared in the costume of one hundred years ago, and 
the members in the quaint and simple garb of the Quakers. 

We had a Quaker meeting, a Quaker dialogue and a Quaker 
marriage. The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer were of 
interest, and the Valedictory of the President Avas beautiful and 
impressive. 

The minutes of each meeting are thus briefiy outlined. In 
conclusion, Ave congratulate ourselves upon the success of our 
organization. We began Avith doubt and hesitation, but all of 
us, officers and members, feel amply repaid for all our efforts. 

Mrs. C. H. WALKEE, 

Secretary Milton Centennial Club. 

CENTENNIAL E E U N I O N ON FOEEFATHEES ' DAY, 
AT THE CAPITOL, 

Dec. 22,1875. 

Ill accordance with a suggestion made by the women compos­
ing the State Centennial Committee, the 255th aniversary of the 
Landing of the Pilgrims on Plymouth Eock was duly cele­
brated in Madison on the evening of the 22d. The Assembly 
Chamber Avas chosen as the place for the entertainment, and it 
was tastily fitted up for this occasion. The Speaker's desk was 
decorated Avith beautiful plants and floAvers. Behind it was 
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gracefully draped the flag of the Union, as also on the gallery 
directly opposite. The chandelier in the centre of the room 
was also hung Avith the Union colors. The central part of the 
floor was canvassed for dancing, and seats were circled round for 
the accommodation of guests during the literary part of the 
exercises. 

ANNIVEESAEY. 

At 8 o'clock, FAUST'S Band performed a beautiful piece of 
music; at the conclusion of which, Mr. ATWOOD, President of 
the New England Society, called the audience to order, and re­
marked that this meeting was for a double or treble purpose; 
and for whichever purpose persons had come to aid, he was grat-
ifled, and would extend to all a cordial welcome. As a true 
NcAV Englander, he had reverence for the Puritan Forefathers. 
As Avas Avell known, he had taken considerable interest in the 
Centennial Exhibition, to take place next year, and he was grat­
ified in meeting such as had met in aid of that enterprise. 

The Choir, consisting of Mrs. DEMOE, Mrs. TEYON, Mrs. B. 
M. WOETHINGTON, Miss JENNIE MILLS, Miss MOODY, and Messrs. 
EicHAEDS, BEOSS, HUED, KAEICH and ATWOOD, who had kindly 
A'olunteered for this special occasion — Mr. ATWOOD " pitching 
the tune," with a fork, in old style — then sung a portion of 
Mrs. HEMAN'S beautiful New England Hymn, commencing — 

"The breaking waves dash'd high. 
On a stem and rock-bound coast." 

THE DAY. 

The President then announced the first sentiment as follows: 

" T H E DAY W E CELEBRATE. — A memorial of Heroism and of Faith." , 

Eev. C. H. EiCHAEDS happily responded. He prefaced his 
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remarks by promising if " brevity was the soul of wit " to make 
a very witty speech, and telling a story of a Scotch preacher 
whose example he did not propose to follow, Avho told a friend 
it Avould have done his heart good to see how tired he had made 
his congregation by preaching three hours on a stretch, and re­
ferring to evidence he had seen on the part of some young folks 
of a desire to exercise their heels and toes, and then said in sub­
stance: 

" I am glad to say a word in favor of the Pflgrim Fathers. They are admired 
by those who understand them. They have been caricatured by others, tfll it is 
hard for those who hear them misrepresented to understand why it is worth while 
to be enthusiastic over our Forefathers. They picture the old Pflgrim as an aus­
tere, hard man, with his hah banged square across his forehead and hanging 
straight in orthodox stiflhess down his back, Avith sharp elbows sticking into every 
body, in quaint, coarse dress, vrith hard, twanging voice, shoAving much of the 
white of his eyes as he praises God, but having Uttie genuine sympathy Avith 
mankind. They read of the sternness with which they held their community to 
their ideas of right, and the soberness and strictness with which life was ordered 
among them. This does not seem to be the ideal life, and thinking this was all 
there Avas in the Pflgrim character, they refuse to admire it. But there are some 
things transient and ephemeral, and other things permanent. Fashions change, 
but some things never go out of fashion. Styles of dress come and go with the 
seasons, but dress itself is a fashion that never goes out. Forms of words grow 
obsolete and pass out of use, but language itself can never pass away. So there 
may be faulty and transient elements of character clustering about grand and 
permanent traits of manhood, and the first may or ought to grow obsolete and be 
dismissed, whfle the second shall be clung to and revered whfle the world lasts. 
Now the heroes of the Mayfloiver had their faults; faults pecuUar to their age, 
and growing out of theh reaction from the cormpt and frivolous life they were 
opposing. But the spots on the sun are not the main characteristic of that lumi­
nary. Whatever of undue austerity, lack of beauty, angularity of dress or de­
meanor, harsh tAvang in voice or social life, we find in the Puritan, we may dis­
miss without applause. It is only the rough Avrapping of the diamond that hides 
its heart of fire. But the quaUties that made them Pflgrims, and gave them a 
staunch, progressive manhood, worthy the admiration of all ages, were: their 
courage; their heroic devotion to principle; their dauntless love of Uberty; their 
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loyalty to spiritual ideas, and their fideUty to God. These are traits that can 
never go out of fashion, elements of manhood that the world. vnR rcA'Cre and 
applaud as long as the sun shines. It Avas these characteristics that made their 
feUow-Puritans who remained in England the grandest men of their time. 
What are the greatest names of that age in EngUsh history? Not tiiose of 
BUCKINGHAM, the elegant courtier, and CHARLES, the king; but the names of 
JOHN HAMPDEN, JOHN MILTON, the poet and poUtician, and OLIVER CROM-

WALL, the man of iron. Puritan heroes are the lustrous ones of that generation. 
And they were men of kindred principle, piety and heroism -with the worthies of 
Plymouth Rock, whom we commemorate to-night; such men as Elder BREAVS-
TER, Gov. BRADFORD, JOHN CARA'ER. If they were with us now, we should not 

see them as represented in tableaux, in old-style costume, with old-time ways, nor 
holding timidly on to outgrown fashions of thought or action. These men Avere 
not only abreast of their age — they were ahead of it, far in advance of the 
thought of then- time; ahead of the most liberal leaders of England. If JOHN 
CARA'ER were Uving now, he would not be clad in antique garb, like a fossfl; he 
would be, not in the sand hills of Cape Cod, but here in Wisconsin, perhaps 
editing a newspaper, Mr. President, seeking to carry forward his state, lifting Ins 
voice for refomi, working for larger intelligence and sounder morals, sajdng, in 
the midst of corruption and wrong, " let no guflty man escape; " seeking to pro­
mote the truth, to lead the race up to noble manhood. He was ahead of his own 
age; he would be ahead of ours. We revere and praise, then, no Ul-balanced 
and one-sided characters; no narrow minded and unprogressive fanatics; no big­
ots proud of being a century behind their age. The Puritans were the most pro­
gressive men of their times. They set the fashion of freedom in thought, Avor-
ship and action for centuries to come. Such integrity, spiritual fervor, independ­
ent thought, loyalty to God, are the noble quaUties of Ufe, and we hope it may 
always be the fashion to adnure them." 

THE PILGEIM SHIP. 

President ATAVOOD announced the next toast: 

" T H E MAA'PLOAVER — wafted across the Atlantic to blossom on the shore of 
Massachusetts Bay, that it might seed a continent Avith the germs of Uberty, piety 
and civflization." 

Prof. J. D. BUTLEE most happily responded as foUoAvs: 

"The Mayflower \ias, & miracle. A Mayflower in midAvuiter must be a iiur-
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acle — Uke snow at midsummer. It was a miracle that a vessel so unseaworthy 
brought over so many pflgrims, and all as safely as a Cunarder could. It is caUed 
a still greater nUracle that the Mayfloiver carried none of the pflgrims back Avitli 
her — 'not one man — not one woman.' But it is no miracle that the Mayfloiver 
safled home empty. It would have been a greater mu-acle if any pilgrim had 
taken passage back. The Mayflower never walked the waters Uke a thing of 
Ufe. She was so slow a sailer that the forefathers were five months on the way 
from HoUand—twenty weeks! — tAvice the running time now-a-days round the 
terraqueous globe! They had less than two tons apiece of ship room; our laws 
grant more to emigrants. Again, sea-sickness is said to be Uke love-siclaiess — 
no great matter in the eyes of lookers-on — nor yet in those of victims when once 
fairly over it. Yet in truth it is no joke. Teetotalers give up liquor —but sea-
tottlers give up everything — except the ghost. As soon as the anchor was 
heaved, more than one heaved a sigh so piteous and profound, that it did seem to 
shatter aU his bulk. AU put on those long faces, for which they are noted to this 
day. Hence they feared another voyage more than famine, pestilence, exfle and 
Indians. Five months on the ocean made them stop in barren Plymouth, rather 
than push on to the fertile Hudson. Much more did those sea-months frighten 
them from recrossing the Atlantic. Thus the Mayflower saved Plymouth, when 
its founders would have run away had they dared. But for fear of the May­
flower, the spot where the pilgrims landed would have been known as Blunder 
Rock. Thanks to the Mayflower, it has become the Yankee blamey-stone. It 
was hard to make the pilgruns cross what they considered ' the greatest sea in the 
Avorld,' but ten times harder to make them j'ccross it. So they were Uke a farm­
er's contrary calves. He must puU then- ears off before they wfll begin then-
repast, and then puU their tafls off before they Avill stop. Thus, thanks to the 
Mayflower, vihidxi. the pflgrims had once landed, 'no meetinghouse was setter.' 
as my toast has it, ' they seeded the continent Avith freedom, piety and civflization.' 
Here they found freedcnn. In quest of it they had given up business, property, 
England and Holland; had braved the ocean, Indians, and every variety of un­
known horror. They escaped the yoke of loyalty, which maintains the divine 
right of kings to govern wrong — the yoke of union between church and state — 
which plows with an ox harnessed beside an ass — the yoke of primogeniture, 
that law of Cain which knocks doAvn the second son — the yoke of conservatism, 
which cries, ' Touch not one cobweb on St. Pauls, for fear you shake the dome.' 
None of these yokes came over in the Mayfloiver, but seeds of freedom came with 
its pflgrims, which blossomed in 1776, and wiU ripen in 1876. Hence, 
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" ' Their's is a watehword to the earth; 
When man would do a deed of worth 
He points to them, and turns to tread, 
So sanctioned, on the tyrant's head; 
He points to them and rushes on. 
Where life is lost or freedom won.' 

" The Mayfloiver brought the seeds of piety. The freedom it sowed was a pre­
requisite of piety. Forcing men to be pious must seem absurd, unless our creed 
is that 

" ' We can flog the Mexicans 
Right into brotherly kindness, 
That bombsheUs, grape and powder and ball 
Are goodAviU's strongest magnets. 
And peace, to make it stick at aU, 
Must be druv in with bagnets.' 

"Pflgrim piety was in theory — the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but 
the Bible. In practice, it carried out the hard bargain it was forced to make for 
passage in the Mayflower, and less evfl than we do or can. The Mayflower was a 
civilizer. It must be — bringing freedom and piety — whfle slaves and the irre­
ligious can be no more than half civflized. The pilgrim ship brought ciAoUzation, 
for it brought women. Of its hundred souls, twenty-nine were women or girls. 
But for their presence, the Plymouthians at best would have been men half-fin­
ished, like the half breeds of Manitoba, or would have degenerated like the 
French in so many a colony. In after years more than one of the heroines recall­
ing the landing year may have said to husband or lover: 

" ' Alack, what trouble was I then to you?' 

"His answer must have been: 

" ' 0 a cherubim 
Thou wast, that did preserve me. Thou didst smfle: 
Infused Avith a fortitude from heaven. 
Thou stiU didst smfle; thy smfles did raise in me 
An undergoing spirit to bear up 
Against whate'er ensued.' 

"The Mayflower brought the germs of mechanic arts, reducing drudgery to its 
minimum and raising comfort to its maximum; of law, protecting the weak from 
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the stiong, and the good from the bad; of science, forever increasing man's sov­
ereignty in all domains of nature; of fine arts, refining by the miracles of sculp­
ture, painting, music, architecture, poetry and eloquence. The Mayflower 
brought aU these glories of civiUzation, for it brought that middle class who 
always create them; not the dregs and lees, nor yet the froth and foam of society. 
Its bright consummate flower we shall see at the Phfladelphia Centennial. The 
Mayflower brought so much that I do not wonder that all villages in New Eng­
land, and many out of it, abound in Mayflower chairs and cradles. Concerning 
every rococo heir-loom the Yankee says: 

" ' It cam6 out in that famous bark, 
Which bore our shes intrepid, 

Capacious as another ark 
For furniture decrepid. 

As Noah saved a bird and beast, 
A pair for propagation. 

So has the seed of these increased, 
And furnished half the nation.' 

"This is only a Arivid way of saying that we owe more than we can teU to the 
MayfloAver. It is a legend in the same spirit Avith that of St. ApoUonia. That 
maiden martyr had all her teeth torn out. But when gathered up they were 
found to be panaceas for tooth ache. They hence were in great demand, and sold 
at lugh prices. The result was that when Henry the VIII ordered every man 
who had a tooth of St. ApoUonia to bring it to him in Westminster, he soon fiUed 
three barrels with those deUcate Uttle pearl-Uke wedges. But aU the lager beer 
casks, and mash tubs in Mflwaukee, and out of it, could not hold the blessings 
which freighted the Mayflower. That bark was small to the eye, but great to 
the mind, Uke the stars. It was in fact the cheapest vessel that could be chartered 
in London; but it rises before my imagination — ethereaUzed by the moonUght 
of ancestral memories, and transcending the queenly state of Cleopatra, when 

" ' The barge she sat in, like a golden throne, 
Bumed on the water, the stem was beaten gold; 
Purple the sails, and so perfumed, that 
The Avinds were love-sick Avith them; the oars were sflver. 
Which to the tune of flutes kept stroke, and made 
The water which they beat, to foUow faster, 
As amorous of their strokes.' 
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" Forever, then, bloom the Mayflower! having a fit emblem in its namesake, 
the earUest blossom of New England woods; the moming star of spring, —hiding 
vmder fallen foliage, —but exhaling a fragrance which, like the spring time, leaves 
no comer of the land unblessed. May May flowers make all our imdAvinter hal­
cyon days!" 

THE UNIVEESAL YANKEE. 

The third sentiment Avas read: 

"THE YANKEES OUTSIDE OF NEW ENGLAND.—Transplanting improves 
them." 

The President said there Avas a gentleman present AA'ho claimed 
to be an outsider, but as his place of nativity was so near the 
NcAV England line, he proposed to take him in; and called on 
Hon. J . C. HOPKINS to respond. Judge HOPKINS admirably re­
sponded substantially as follows: 

" The Yankee had pecuUarities which never wore off, and were never outgroAvn, 
making him to differ from the rest of mankind. The Yankee was different fi-oni 
any other nationaUty first settling in this country. The rough and exposed life of 
his mountain home was not conducive to high social culture, but gave him inste>ad 
steong muscle, strong heart, great hope and an iron wfll. The fathers had sniaU 
possessions and large famiUes. They knew that then- chfldren must go out into 
the world and make for themselves tiieir fortunes and their positions. Imbued 
with this sentiment, their children all had a good rudimentary education; the 
more wealthy, the benefit of their higher educational institutions. This Avas the 
case Avith both male and female, so that when they came to leave their patei-nal 
homes, they had their parents' energy and hope, and wherever they settled, and 
though assunflating with other nationalities, they at once exhibited marked traits 
of individualism. Wherever is found a New England settlement, there Avfll be 
found the economy, thrift, perseverance, and contentions, particularly upon re­
ligious subjects, which characterized New England in her earUer days. The Yan­
kee, away from New England, seemed to bring with liim a section of New 
England, and introduced and advocated the laws and customs of his native land; 
so it was scarcely necessary for a man to be bom in New England to be a Yankee, 
flUed Avith the great American ideas. If his father or mother emigrated from 
there, he was a Yankee with some modem improvements. They had exercised 
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far more influence m the making of our laws, in advancing the settlement of our 
country and establishing our educational and charitable institntions than any other 
class. They occupied lugh and permanent positions in most of the states; for in­
stance, in Wisconsin, one of our United States senators, our governor, and the 
heads of at least tAvo of our leading educational institutions were of the class men­
tioned in the sentiment. The history of the first settlers of New York, the Duteh, 
particularly those who settled the Hudson and Mohawk VaUey, had been very dif­
ferent. Their descendants had scarcely left the boundaries of the lands taken up 
by their ancestors. They had Uved in luxury and wealth upon the vast estates 
with wliich their ancestors were endowed. We never hear, away from that local­
ity, of the Van RENSSELAERS, SCHUYLBRS, VANDERPOOLS, many of then- more 
prominent famiUes having become wholly extinct. They married and intermar­
ried among their own class, and although highly cultivated, they lacked the stemer 
qualities of the New England character, to lead and direct the nation. The 
peculiarities of the Yankee often make him the subject of ridicule, but noA'er of 
contempt. He beUeved a man had a right to occupy any place he could get; 
and whether he brought Avith him a shovel or box of class books when he came 
west, to improve his fortunes, he seemed possessed with the idea that he would 
rise to eminence, and worked dfligently to that end. A shrewd observer of men 
and things, he more often succeeded than any other class, a most notable example 
of which might be seen in the manager of the great raflroad corporation of this 
state. And an examination of our other industrial and great corporate interests 
would doubtless show that they were under management of some New England 
man, who originaUy came here as a laborer. It would, therefore, be seen that 
"the Yankee outside of New England," as a usual tlnng, occupied a proud and 
enviable position. He had great pride in New England, which he did not leave 
voluntarily, but was brought out in his mother's arms, and pride in the nation 
founded on New England ideas." 

The choir then sung that good old NCAV England tune. Majesty, 
with excellent effect. 

NOAV AND T H E N . 

The president then said that Miss ELLA WHEELEE, a young 
lady well known in this state, ahvays ready to do nice things for 
nice occasions, had Avritten a poem expressly for this entertain­
ment, wliicli was read in a manner to giA-e full force to its beau­
tiful passages, by Maj. CHAELES GEO. MAYEES: 
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And now, when poets are singing 
Their songs of olden days. 

And now, when the land is ringing 
With sweet Centennial lays. 

My muse goes wandering backward 
To the groundwork of all these. 

To the time when our Pflgrim Fathers 
Came over the winter seas. 

The sons of a mighty kingdom, 
Of a cultured folk were they. 

Bom amidst pomp and splendor, 
Bred in it, day by day, 

Chfldren of bloom and beauty, 
Reared under skies serene, 

AVhere the daisy and hawthome blossomed, 
And the ivy was always green. 

And yet, for the sake of freedom, 
For a free reUgious faith. 

They turned from home and people, 
And stood face to face with death. 

They turned from a tyrant nfler 
And stood on a new world's shore. 

With a waste of waters behind them. 
And a waste of land before. 

Oh, men of a great RepubUc; 
Of a land of untold worth; 

Of a nation that has no equal 
Upon God's round green earth; 

I hear you sighing and crying 
Of the hard, close times at hand; 

What think you of those old heroes, 
On the rook 'tAvixt sea and land. 

The beUs of a million churches 
Go ringing out to-night. 

And tiie gUtter of palace windows 
• Fflls all the land Avith Ught; 

i 
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And there is the home and coUege, 
And here is the feast and ball. 

And the angels of peace and freedom 
Are hovering over aU. 

They have no church, no coUege, 
No banks, no mining stock; 

Tliey had but the waste before them. 
The sea and Plymouth Rock. 

But there in the night and tempest. 
With gloom on every hand, 

Tliey laid the flrst foundation 
Of a nation great and grand. 

There were no weak repinings. 
No shrinking from what might be, 

But with their brows to the tempest, 
And with their backs to the sea, 

They planned out a noble future. 
And planted the comer-stone 

Of the grandest, greatest republic 
The world has ever knoAvii. 

Oh women in homes of splendor. 
Oh UUy-buds frail and fair. 

With fortunes upon your fingers, 
And mflk-white pearls in your hah, 

I hear you longing and siglimg 
For some new fresh deUght; 

But what of those Pilgrim mothers 
On that December night? 

I hear you talking of hardships, 
I hear you moaning of loss. 

Each has her fancied sorrow. 
Each bears her self-made cross. 

But they, they had oifly then- husbands, 
The rain, the rock, and the sea; 

Yet, they looked up to God and blessed him, 
And were glad because tiiey Avere fi-ee. 
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Oh grand old Pilgrim heroes. 
Oh souls that were tried and true. 

With aU of our proud possessions 
We are humbled at thought of you. 

Men of such might and muscle. 
Women so brave and strong. 

Whose faith was fixed as the mountains. 
Through a night so dark and long. 

We know of your grim, grave errors. 
As husbands and as wives; 

Of the rigid bleak ideas 
That starved your dafly Uves; 

Of pent-up, curbed emotions, 
Of feeUngs crushed, suppressed. 

That God Avith the heart created 
In every human breast. 

We know of that Uttle remnant 
Of British tyranny. 

When you hunted Quakers and witehes, 
And swung them from a tree; 

Yet back to a holy motive. 
To Uve in the fear of God, 

To a purpose high, exalted. 
To walk where martyrs trod. 

We can trace your gravest errors. 
Your aim was fixed and sure; 

And e'en if your acts were fanatic. 
We know your hearts were pure. 

You Uved so near to heaven, 
You overreached your trust. 

And deemed yourselves creators. 
Forgetting you were but dust. 

But we with our broader visions. 
With our wider realm of thought, 

I often think would be better 
If we Uved as our fathers taught. 
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Then-Uves seemed bleak and rigid. 
Narrow and void of bloom; 

Our minds have too much freedom, r / V ; 
And conscience too much room. 

They overreached in duty, 
They starved their hearts for the right. 

We live too much in the senses. 
We bask too long in the Ught. 

They proved by their clinging to Hun 
The image of God in man; 

And we, by our love of Ucense, 
Strengthen a Darwin's plan. 

But bigotry reached its lunit. 
And license must have its sway. 

And both shall result in profit 
To those of a later day. 

With the fetters of slavery broken. 
And freedom's flag unfurled. 

Our nation strides onward and upward. 
And stands the peer of the Avorld. 

Sphes and domes and steeples. 
Gutter from shore to shore; ' • . 

The waters are white with commerce. 
The earth is studded with ore; 

Peace is sitting above us. 
And plenty with laden hand. 

Wedded to sturdy labor. 
Goes singing through the land. 

Then let each child of the nation 
Who glories in being free, 

Remember the Pilgrim Fathers 
Who stood on the rock by the sea; 

For there in the rain and tempest 
Of a night long passed aAvay,-

They sowed the seeds of a harvest 
We gather in sheaves to-day. 
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THE AVOMEN. 

The fifth toast was then read: 

" T H E WOMEN OP 1776 AND OP 1876.—The first shone as moming stars in the 
Nation's day dawn; the second fUl its meridian with sunUght." 

The President said it would be a difficult task to respond to 
this sentiment, but he would call on Gen. EDWAED E . BEYANT, 

who, he was confident, would be equal to the occasion, as was 
demonstrated by the General's very eloquent speech, substan­
tially as follows: 

"It is diSicult to say why, of all others, he had been called on to respond te 
this sentiment. He was not a witty man Uke Mr. RICHARDS. The pulpit, now-
a-days, was saying all the sparkUng things, monopoUzing the Avit and humor, 
and leaving to the bar to preach the prosy lessons of man's duty to man. Ho 
could not respond like Prof. BUTLER, with a mind stored with gems of thought 
gathered from the Uterary mines of every age and cUme; nor like Gen. ATAVOOD, 
with the happy faculty of saying the right thing in the right place; nor like the 
gifted poetess, whose offering had just been read, could he express thoughts of 

, beauty in words of sweetness; nor in the calm, stately dignity of Judge HOP­
KINS, Avhose "word was law." He thought he must have been selected because 
he Avas a phflosopher, as defined by MACAULBY, as one who, Avith a moderate 
veneration for the past, had an abounding faith in the present and the future. 
The women of 1776 were worthy helpmeets of the heroes of that eventful time. 
The days that "tried men's souls," tried the hearts of women, as weU. She 
walked the rugged path of duty, side by side, with the other, but not stronger 
sex, in the Revolution, as she has done lovingly, devotedly, wherever man has 
dared or suffered for conscience or for Uberty. But the women of 1876 are wor­
thy of then- noble lineage. He was not of that school of croakers who claimed 
that the simple and homely virtues of the early days were extinct; who point to 
the past as the heroic age, or the age of greater virtue or higher devotion te duty. 
A hundred years of Christian civiUzation, diffusing a broader charity, a more tol­
erant and loving spirit, had not been lost upon woman. The women of 1876 are 
an improved and revised edition of those of 1776, in perhaps a Uttle more expen-
sive binding. She is like the jewel, which, as we read in the Oriental tale, the 
fairy gave to the prince to wear upon his breast. At the court it was a gem 
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noticeable only for its beauty and brUliancy, apparently only an oi-nament; but in 
battie it became a shield, and turned aside. the darts aimed at his breast, and a 
talisman which rendered hamfless the poisoned arrows with which he might be 
pricked. So in the peaceful social circle woman is its ornament and shining 
jewel, but when the shafts of advei-sity come, she is the shield, the comforter, the 
consoler and guardian angel, who, sharing our sorrows, robs them of then- poison. 
God bless the noble women of our time. The wives, mothers, sisters, daughters 
of 1876 would have honored the good old days, and a larger culture had enlarged 
her capacities to render aid and comfort. In the war, whose marks of desolation 
are stiU visible in our land, she had been a blessed angel. She had hoA'ered on 
the borders of the battlefield, and ere the sabre had rested in its sheath or the 
cannon's Ups grown cold, she hastened to bind the wounds Avhich bled. In the 
fevered wards of the mflitary hospitals she had come to soothe the ang-uish of the 
sufferer, and by her presence and her kindness, to remind him of his dear, dear 
home. While mercy was an attribute of Heaven, as long as to reUeve the dis­
tressed was the highest exercise of Christian duty, so long would the noble part 
taken by woman in the late war be sacredly remembered. There Uve to-day 
hundreds of Wisconsin soldiers, who, but for the untiring labors of Mrs. HAR­
VEY, one of our noble women, and her strong pleadings in their behalf, would 
now be sleeping in the south, in the shallow grave of the soldier. Her energy 
secured for them a transfer north, to the bracing air of their own cUme. Her 
name, doubly Avritten in honor upon the brightest pages of Wisconsin's Instory, 
was also written in deep lines of gratitude on many a soldier's heart. She is but 
a conspicuous representative of thousands of women of 1876, who did more to 
assuage the suft'ering and mitigate the horrors of war than had ever been done 
before. He would not raise a note of discord in the expression of homage and 
veneration which rose Uke the tones of an anthem fi-om the hearts of all New 
Englanders on this day, toward the Pflgrim Fathers. But Forefathers' Day 
always reminded him of a tiaditionary famfly grievance suffered by his ancestor 
at old Plymouth, and inherited as a grudge. That ancestor did not come over in 
the Mayflower. Too prudent to hazard his life or liis fortune in a doubtful exper­
iment, he waited tiU Plymouth Colony was a success, and then came over. Being 
of a phUosophical tum of mind, he had experimented before emigration with the 
newly imported tobacco weed, untfl he had formed and enjoyed the habit of 
smoking. Having landed, he Ughted his pipe and walked out to view the wonders 
of a neAv world. The Pflgrim Fathers looked upon him with austere astonish­
ment, and forthwith he was apprehended and brought before the councfl of Ply­
mouth and fined; and to this day the sentence stands recorded: " JOHN BRYANT, 

11 
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Is. 2d. for smokinge of tobackoe in ye hyghewaye," an enduring mark of mfamy 
upon the famfly name. But the worthy ancestor paid the fine; soon after, loved 
and married a Puritan maiden, as good and as fan- as PRISCILLA, immortalized in 
the poem; and became the founder, in New England, of a famfly who, Uke him­
self, loved to eat, drink and smoke what they chose, without prohibitory laws; 
and think and beUeve as their OAvn judgment and conscience dictated, aud who, 
Uke liim, were devotedly loyal to the ladies. The old gentleman in his late years 
received promotion from the same councfl who had sat in judgment upon him as 
stated. He was appointed a commissioner to divide a pfle of rafls which were the 
subject of controversy, and he performed the duties of the office vrith that judicial 
fairness and impartiaUty which, inherited, is the characteristic of all his posterity. 

" Woman, in art, in science, in poetry and song, as weU as heroism, has gained 
enviable fame. She has in Uterature taught us lessons which we read in smfles 
and tears. She has given us poems which we wear in memory as diamonds. 
She is to-day opening for herself avenues of usefulness and industry in a thousand 
directions. Let her go on, and God speed her. Let her rival the poet, the sculp­
tor, the painter, the physician; let her tum the clerk and book keeper out of 
doors. Let her do all this. But the speaker playfuUy said he hoped she would 
not become an office seeker nor apply for admission at the bar. He preferred not 
to come in competition with her. She would coax verdicts out of the jury and 
roUngs out of the court, by those irresistibly winning ways, Avhich neither youth 
nor age of the muscuUne gender could withstand. Even with such stem judges 
,as HOPKINS, such venerable jurors as ATAA'OOD and SLAUGHTER, logic and dem­

onstration would be weak when a woman plead for a verdict. With ladies for 
laAvyers, COKE and BLACKSTONB would be obsolete, and the Avish of a pretty 
woman would override the constitution and be the supreme law of the land. Not 
:any lady laAvyers if you please." 

LEGENDS OF THE LAKES. 

The last toast Avas a& follows: 
" T H E LEGENDS OP THE LAKES. — A heritage older than the Pilgrims, and 

offered by the Wisconsin women as their Centennial gift to the Nation, to be a 
perpetual possession." 

To this, a beautiful poetical response by an authoress AA'ho 
•does not wish her name announced, Avas well read by Maj. C. G. 
MAYESF, as folloAVs: 
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A mirror for the bending sky, 
Is fair Mendota's breast. 

Bringing the wondrous glories nigh, 
That tint the gloAving west. 

Opal and gold and crimson rays 
Alternate meet and blend; 

The diamond's Ught in beauty plays, 
And sapphire hues descend. 

Then sweetly, as an infant breathes, 
Is each soft passion stflled; 

A mist, like sacred incense, wreathes. 
And the rapt soul is fiUed. 

Here the Great Spirit holds his sway, 
And guards it for his own; 

The twflight hours of each fair day, 
Bring offerings to His throne; 

And calm Monona's gentle voice, 
Is Avafted on the air, 

As fairies mingle, and rejoice. 
In mortal bUss to share. 

MoonUt, as are the dreams of youth. 
Their spell comes floating back. 

With deep'ning shadoAVS from the truth; 
" Each heart knows its OAvn lack." 

So fair the scenes, so true the chords; 
They waken aU anew; 

W e Ust again to magic words. 
Fresh with love's sparkUng dew. 

The legends of the lakes repeat 
The mysteries of life. 

In numbers, and in tones so sweet, 
That we forget its strife. 
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OEIGINAIi HYMN, DISPATCHES, ETC. 

The President announced that the New England celebration 
exercises would close with the singing of an oTiginal hymn (of 
AV'hich it has since transpired Mrs. A. C. THOEP is the author­
ess), and called attention to the choice candies for the benefit of 
the Centennial memorial fund, Avliich were the gift of Miss 
MAETHA PEET of Beloit, who was present on this occasion, and 
who had been very active and efficient in Centennial as in every 
good work. Tlie choir and audience then joined in singing, 
to the tune of "Auld Lang Syne," the following: 

A Bark once launched, Avith many a prayer, 
Upon the angry sea. 

Bore hearts of steel and women fair 
To work out Liberty. 

The centuries have passed between 
Us and theh deeds so grand. 

And sflent in the vast unseen, 
Await our Pilgrim band. 

The seed that feU on Plymouth Rock, 
Bears golden fruit to-day; 

The patience and the battle's shock 
Have paved a shining way. 

With rev'rence for our noble sires. 
Their sons and daughters sing. 

Our altars glow Avith patriot fires. 
And loud Hosannas ring. 

In seventeen hundred seventy-six 
Old Independence HaU 

Strack the key note whose numbers rich 
Stfll echo to our call. 

We celebrate a century! 
The stars and stripes fling out, 

And let them wave for Liberty, 
Whfle we glad pseans shout. 
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While this Avas being sung, the folloAving dispatch was re­
ceived from the president and secretary of the Beloit Centen­
nial Club, and read by the president: 

BELOIT, W I S . , December 22, 1875. 

To Gen. ATAVOOD, United States Centennial Commissioner, and Mrs. A. C. 
THORP, Chairman of the Executive Committee: 

Forefathers' Day bids fair to close with due honor to seventeen seventy-sis 
(1776), and with pride and good cheer of loyal hearts and purses for eighteen 
seventy-six (1876). 

Mrs. ISRAEL WILLIAMS, President. 
JULIA A. SALMON, Assistant Secretary. 

The above AA'as responded to as follows: 

MADISON, W I S . , December 22,1875. 

Mrs. IsREAL WILLIAMS and JULIA A. SALMON, Beloit, Wis.: 

"Many daughters have done virtuously, but ye have exceUed them all." 
Greeting of the Sons of the Pflgrims to Pflgrim Daughters. 

DAVID ATWOOD. 

A wami and kindly greeting to you who celebrate Avith us Forefathers' Day. 
A. C. T H O R P . 

THE SOCIAL DANCE. 

At about 10 o'clock the central part of the fioor of the As­
sembly Chamber was cleared for dancing. The first dance on 
the programme was the " Eoger de Coverly," named after an Ad­
disonian society character of some 150 years ago and like unto 
the Virginia Eeel. I t AA'as very gracefully danced by a score 
of young lads and misses, tastefully attired in the costume of 
the olden times, and was a delight not only to the young partici­
pants, but to all beholders. Other dances of the modern time 
were participated in with zest, to the music of FAUST'S band, by 
young and old. 

Mrs. TiioEP, and those of the Centennial Clubs of the city Avho 



166 CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 

aided her in getting up this entertainment, and such NCAV Eng­
landers as bore a hand, have reason to congratulate themselves 
on having been eminently successful in securing a AVorthy cele­
bration of Forefathers' Day, and giving all AAdio accepted the in­
vitation a most delightful CA'cning of A'aried enjoyment. 

THE CENTENNIAL AT GEEEN BAY. 

There was published in the Daily Gazette, of Green Bay, for 
January 14tli, the foUoAA'ing call for a meeting of the ladies of 
Green Bay: 

The ladies of Green Bay and Fort Howard are earnestly requested to meet in 
the parlor of Cook's Hotel, Satm-day aftemoon at 6:30, to meet Miss PEET, of 
Beloit, Vice-Chainnan of the Women's Centennial Committee of Wisconsin. It 
is not too late even now for Green Bay, the oldest town in the state, and "the 
place where the Gospel has been preached for over 200 years," to be represented 
in this great work. Let aU who are interested and aU who are not, come to the 
meeting and hear what Miss PEET can teU us. 

MRS. C. D. ROBINSON, Chairman. 

Saturday afternoon, between tAventy and thirty ladies re­
sponded to the invitation. After being introduced to the ladies 
by the local chairman. Miss PEET stated, as concisely as possible, 
what the Avomen of Wisconsin had already done and proposed 
doing, and then Avent on to say that nearly a year ago, Mrs. 
THOEP, the Chairman of the State, had appointed Mrs. CHAELES 

D. EOBINSON to the position of Chairman for Green Bay and 
BroAvn county, who, from various causes, had declined accej^ting 
till now; but it AA'as not yet too late for Green Bay to secure her 
representative name on the tablet of the memorial shrine; and 
that name all agreed should be Mrs. JEEEMIAH POETEE, AA'hose 
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services in the church, hospitals, and in establishing schools at 
the South, entitled her to that place. We could truly say of 
her, " many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest 
them all." 

Miss PEET then gave the ladies, in her OAA'U concise and ex­
pressive words, an idea of the Memorial Shrine, an exhibit 
which the State Committee had assigned to her special charge 
and control: " I t is to be beautiful in design, of carA'ed ebony 
and ornamented Avith medallions upon AA'hich Avill be paintings 
of Wisconsin scenery, and lined Avitli sih'er plates. L^pon these 
plates will be engraved the names of localities, individuals and 
Centennial Clubs Avho aid in the Centennial Avork. An inner 
tablet Avill be for the few Avhose services to humanity give them 
preeminence. As all this requires money, it has been proposed 
to raise the amount by asking certain sums from each organiza­
tion. This, Avith other exhibits, Avhicli will make up the Centen­
nial history of Wisconsin, Avill be deposited Avith the archives of 
the State and preserved. One hundred years hence, they are to 
be opened and the names of the public spirited men and AA'omen 
of the day made known to our descendants, who Avill find the 
names of many there, AA'C may hope, Avell knoAA'n to fame." 

Mrs. EOBINSON then rose to explain AV'hy she had not accepted 
the position. When Mrs. THOEP Avrote her, sending her ap­
pointment and asking her to accept, she was suffering from 
prostration Avhich unfitted her for such duties; but Mrs. THOEP 

would not accept that as a sufficient reason, knoAA'ing, she wrote, 
that there Avere many women in Green Bay to do the work. 
She gave a still more potent reason, Avhich AÂas the financial de­
pression here affecting all classes. When the people of Green 
Bay undertook any project, they Avere in the habit of carrying it 
out in such a manner as to do credit to themselves and their 
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well earned reputation. She appealed to the ladies present to 
bear witness to the liberality of our Green Bay people. I t was 
time Green Bay should have some part in the Centennial his­
tory of Wisconsin, and UOAV that so little AÂas asked of us (to 
raise one hundred dollars), she did not doubt it could be done 
jiromptly and gladly. She then read the names of an honorary 
committee comprised of Avell known old settlers, representing 
the thirteen original states. 

The ladies present then put down their names as members, 
and after some general conversation it was decided to invite Mrs. 
THOEP to come here and recognize the organization and encour­
age and strengthen us by her presence and inspiring words. 
After the singing of a Centennial hymn, the meeting adjourned 
to meet again next Tuesday at the same place, and it Avas hoped 
with largely increased numbers. 

The following call was published in the Daily Gazette, for 
Monday and Tuesday: 

CENTENNIAL CLUB. 

The Women's Centennial Club of Green Bay Avfll have a reception at the par­
lors of Cook's Hotel, to meet Mrs. J. G. THORP, of Madison, Chaimian for the 
State, Tuesday evening, January 18th, at 8 o'clock. All interested are cordially 
invited to be present. MRS. C. D . ROBINSON, Chairman. 

The CA'cning was dark and cloudy, foUoAving a stormy day, but 
a pleasant party of ladies and gentlemen met Mrs. THOEP and 
Miss PEET in the parlor of Cook's Hotel. Miss WELLS opened 
the evening's entertainment Avith singing, followed by a Centen­
nial hymn sung by all. Eev. WILLIAM CEAWFOED made the 
opening address, which was very witty, pleasant and apropos, 
introducing Mrs. THOEP to the meeting. She then read the fol­
lowing able address, replete with beautiful thoughts, charmingly 
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expressed, deliA^ered distinctly and delightfully, affording to all 
present so rare and delectable a treat, Ave could not but pity 
those who were prevented from enjoying it: 

MES. T H O E P ' S ADDEESS. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: —Those of us who have been longest in the centenmal 
field in our own state have been at work only a few months; divining our way 
with but few definite aims of a practical character. We commenced, stirred by 
patriotic impulses, and with a desire to share in our grand Centennial Jubilee. 
We had also other incentives, which we know not how to define. We reaUzed 
the fact, that the tone of womanhood should be elcA'ated and strengthened, and 
we felt that this national movement furnished the golden opportunity which had 
never before occurred. Vague and indefinite as were our ideas, we could not be 
indifferent to the invitation given us, to add our mite, in our OAvn way, to the 
grand aggregate. We found ourseh'es launched and in the midst of practical 
issues, before we were fuUy aware of the venture we had made, we reached 
forth for wise headed and strong hearted women to join hands with us and make 
the labor pleasant. With few exceptions, the response has been, we desire to 
aid, but know not how to commence, and this has been the difficult problem we 
have been required to solve. Unaccustomed as we are to broad spheres of action, 
we are timid and distrustful of our own abflities, and the first lesson we have to 
leam is, to " be kindly aft'ectioned one toward another;" charitable rather than 
critical. This spirit controlling our deUberations, it is wonderful to see how much 
women can accompUsh. Their activity of mind, rapidity of suggestion and exe­
cution are remarkable. Habits of concentration and method soon become easy, 
and the feminine side of Ufe expresses itself in material, inteUectual and aesthetic 
fonns, giving satisfactory evidence of the stfll undeveloped resources of woman­
hood. For this reason, if for no other, it is fitting that women awake to the glo­
rious inspirations of eighteen hundred and seA'enty six! In our own State, we 
have aimed to have our exhibits fllustrate thought, culture and aspiration. Our 
finances being so Umited, we are obUged to tax ingenuity in devising ways and 
means to secure meritorious articles for this purpose. We are laboring to furnish 
a few weU chosen, and if possible, elegant representations from the women of our 
State — at the same time touching the key note of united sympathies and cooper-
ati've effort, hoping that every locaUty, great and smaU, from our poUtical and 
commercial centers, to the faintest echo of our most distant pinery, AviU unite to 
sweU the chorus. We have reason to knoAv that the.requisite abflity is not lack-
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uig, whfle we also understand that most of us have spent our Uves in labors and 
accomplishments which we cannot now concentrate for purposes of exhibition. 
We have the grateful and sustaining consciousness that our treasures are m our 
homes and our seminaries of learning — and we would rather unfold mind and 
heart in active, earnest thought, in union of sentiment and purpose, making om-
Uves and the lives of our chfldren grander and more beautiful, than to over tax 
nerve and brain, in the manipulation of handiwork, which is as ephemeral as it 
is useless. It is the soul that Uves, the aims and purposes that give vigor and 
coloring to Ufe, and these are greatly strengthened by the love and sympathy 
which come of united effort. Women are not accustomed to aid each other, neg­
atively speaking. It is not necessary to add anything in reference to the reverse 
side of this statement, as we aU understand our true status in this respect, and 
the many reasons therefor. But the remedy is within our OAvn hands. In efforts 
Uke the one now called for, we leam to respect the abflity which accompUshes so 
much with so few facflities at command and so many obstacles to be overcome. 
While home is woman's sphere par excellence, the basis and incentive of all her 
actions, for the sake of home, she needs the refreshing and toning influences that 
come from other sources. She needs change and contact Avith minds bearing sun-
flar responsibflities — in short, she needs to contemplate and gain wisdom from 
every subject and every phase of life. She vrill, through the avenues of affection 
and sympathetic attraction naturaUy, bring aU she gathrs in these ways, and lay 
it upon the altar of home, for her loved ones to share. American homes are the 
model homes of the world, and American women should be the representative 
women of the world, as they are aUowed broader scope in every sense, than the 
women of any other nation. They have only to devise wise plans, to be executed 
in womanly ways, to insure success. We love our country. Our national home is 
as dear to us, as are our individual homes and the affection is as legitimate. 

Victor Hugo says: ' Woman is the problem of the nineteenth century." We 
have reason to anticipate that the new era will be one fuU of interest and prolific 
in development for woman. Let us be awake to the interests involved — making 
ourselves sharers in the estabUshment of all that is pure and true for ourselves and 
our country. Let women express themselves by their contributions, in ways that 
caU into action their higher faculties. However small the tribute in a financial 
sense, let it be heartily and gracefuUy given, as at a loving famfly reunion. Let 
all our decorations be suggestive of ideas and sentiments, and we shaU find our­
selves in the prosecution of our work, in sympathy with the most cultured thought 
of the world, able to understand and appreciate the inspirations of master minds m the 
realms of art. Whfle we do not presume to suggest methods in detail for locaUties, 
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we hope to take each other by the hand and go "forward." Let us all embark to­
gether with the noble pui-ijose of giving and receiving in accordance A d̂th the 
great law of compensation Avhicli God has estabUshed. Our bark is a smaU one 
and wfll make but a faint ripple upon the great national and international current 
which is dafly and hourly surgmg with the inflowing tide of multiplied tributaries. 
But we look forward to the time when with song and cheer, the American people 
A\T11 unitedly and proudly launch their grand old ship of State upon its broad bo­
som with all its precious fi-eightage, culled from every land and cUme. The spirit 
of liberty which inspired and sustained our forefathers as they landed from the 
Mayflower and knelt upon Plymouth Rock, is stfll, thank God, our presiding 
genius. They gave us a prophetic symbol, a grand tableau vivant, unconsciously 
deUneating mental and moral quaUties which have and wiU distinguish America's 
sons and daughters, from independence, seventeen hundred and seventy-six to cen­
tennial, eighteen hundred and seA'enty-six, and from century to century. The 
firmness and power evinced by men, the suffering and endurance of women these 
hundred years have sflently witnessed. We are again brought face to face Avith 
these persons and scenes, and the finger of God is pointing out to us with renewed 
significance our obUgations as the inheritors of a destiny so dearly bought. Let 
us give ncAv allegiance to the worth and grandeur embodied hi the simpUcity, faith 
and integrity, which are the treasures of our royal buthriglit. Let its beautiful 
herakh-y be painted upon canvas, Avrought in needlework, carved in wood and 
sculptured in marble by the men and women of to-day, as loving mementoes to 
be preserved in our national archives for those of the next century to behold and 
emulate, as we now review and haUow the spirit and genius of seventy-six. May 
our names and memories be as dear to our posterity by the sacred infiuences of 
faith in God and love to humanity, as are those of our Pflgrim fathers and motli-
ers to us and our chfldren; as the drum beat of the reveille upon the ear of the 
sleeping soldier is the voice of our jubilee falUng with musical cadence upon our 
aAvakening sensibilities. The centuries are clasping hands, currents of thought 
and inspu-atioii are mingUng, untfl the surging air is vital with holy enthusiasm. 
The women of the Avorld are uivited to aid in swelUng the commemorative offerings 
of this glad era. Men have wrought, struggled and achieved, always inspired, 
and in tunes of great national emergency, they have been directly aided by 
women. But we have iieA'ertheless been passing through the iron age — its pres­
sure is stfll upon us, and we are weary with the weight. We find ourselves to­
day standing upon the threshold of a more enUghtened order of civiUzation, where 
different combinations are required to nobler ends, as God reveals the way. We 
need not stop to analyze critically; we have only to advance, heeding our best im-
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pulses Avithout fear; for He whom by faith we discern goeth before us and is sufli-
dent for us. In the true elevation of woman in her emancipation from the thraU-
dom of fashion and the dissipations of social hfe, m adherence to right standards of 
education and in fideUty to true domestic relations Ues the stfll undemonstrated 
problem of our country's prospective glory. The treasures of material and intel­
lectual wealth embraced within her first centennial cycle and cemented by the 
love and loyalty of a united people, Avfll symboUze to us and to the world the great 
Arc de Triomphe of American Uberty. Its entablatures inscribed with the names 
and deeds of her honored heroes; its decorations, the emblems and insignia of pro­
gress in the arts and sciences, and its open portals lead into the broad avenues 
and pleasant pathways of a purer and grander epoch, whose influences are already 
stirring our minds and hearts. 

At its close. Col. C. D. EOBINSON spoke at some length, offer­
ing a resolution of thanks to Mrs. THOEP for her kindness in 
meeting us, and the pleasure she Iiad given those who had 
listened to her eloquent and elegant address, which was enthusi-
asticly adopted. An informal and general conversation about 
the details of the Avork done and proposed followed, and the 
meeting closed at a late hour by singing, amid general expres­
sions of pleasure at meeting, and sorrow at taking leave of the 
ladies from Madison and Beloit who had done so much to start 
and give an impetus to the centennial movement here; the mem­
bers of the club separated to meet again when the exigencies of 
the work shall require. 

THE CENTENNIAL AT APPLETON. 

The ladies of Appleton assembled at the Methodist Church, 
Wednesday afternoon, January 19, for the purpose of deter­
mining Avhat part they should take in the preparation of the 
state for the coming Centennial at Philadelphia. They Avere 
favored wit i the presence of Miss MAETHA PEET, of Beloit, 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 1 7 3 

A'ice state chairman, AAdio was introduced by Mrs. Dr. STEELE. 

Miss PEET briefiy stated the object of the meeting and called 
upon Mrs. STEELE to lead in prayer,—after which she gave an 
interesting account of the origin and progress of the " AA'oman's 
M'ork" in Wisconsin, and Avhat is being done by means of 
Centennial Clubs in various localities. All Avere greatly inter­
ested in her remarks, and measures Avere taken at once toAvard 
the organization of a club in our city. 

The ladies then adjourned to meet again in the CA êning, in 
the parlors of Dr. STEELE, Avhere they received the official recog­
nition of Mrs. J . G. THOEP, of Madison. The CA-ening Avas 
most delightfully spent in conversation, and in listening to a 
resume of the AA'ork. Mrs. THOEP, Avho has been the inspira­
tion of the work from the beginning, and was the originator of 
the plan — deserving the greatest praise, — read a A-ery interest­
ing paper setting forth her views of the importance and sig­
nificance of the movement to every woman in the state. 

Miss PEET also gave much A'aluable information in regard to 
the Avork accomplished in Beloit, Eacine, Green Bay and other 
places. 

Hon. A. L. SMITH, who was present, made some remarks, 
indorsing most heartily the action of the women, and pledging 
himself to do all in his power to aid them. 

Judge BOYD, being called on, said that though his gallantry 
AA'ould, of course, lead him to indorse the ladies and their Avork, 
yet he was placed in someAA'hat of a dilemma, as it painfully 
reminded him of the thrashing his ancestors received one hun­
dred years ago! (He being of English descent.) 

Dr. STEELE said some earnest words heartily indorsing and 
encouraging this Avork. 

All departed feeling that they had not only sjient a delightful 
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social occasion, but had received fresh thoughts and inspirations 
for AA'ork, and gratitude for the glorious results that had been 
wrought out by the grand actions and heroic lives of those AA'IIO 

have lived during the hundred years of our national existence. 
The names of tAvo honored and honorable Avomen, Avhose praise 

is in all the land, Avere selected as Appleton's contribution to 
the " memorial shrine," first and foremost in every good Avork 
and Avord, the beloved Mrs. Dr. G. M. STEELE and the honored 
mother of the lamented Justice DIXON, Madame DIXON. 

MES. M . F . PAGE, 

Ch''n Cen. Ex. Com,. 

Appleton has had an efficient organization, and contributed 
handsomely to the centennial fund. 

WOMEN'S CENTENNIAL CLUB OF OSHKOSH, WIS­
CONSIN. 

[OruioiAi, EEPOKT.] 

In ansAver to a call published in the Oshkosh Daily North­
western for January 20, 1876, a large number of ladies assembled 
Monday afternoon, January 24, to meet Miss MAETHA PEET, of 
Beloit, vice state chairman. 

Miss PEET was introduced by the local chairman, Mrs. JAMES 

LANKTON, and proceeded to give an account of the organization, 
and a synopsis of the work undertaken by Centennial Clubs in 
other cities of the state. In quick and generous response her 
hearers manifested their appreciation of the beauty and propriety 
of Wisconsin, one of the great sisterhood of states, combining 
through the systematized efforts of local clubs, to give expression 
to their interest in the one hundredth anniversary of the history 
of the Eepublic. 

I 
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The enthusiasm culminated in the organization of a Woman's 
Centennial Club. After accepting an invitation to unite in. a 
reception of Mrs. J . G. THOEP, chairman of the state committee, 
Wednesday evening, at the residence of Mrs. Judge G. W. WASH­
BUEN, the club adjourned. 

Wednesday evening, January 26, the hospitable doors of the 
WASHBUEN mansion were thrown open to a large and brilliant 
company, it being the occasion of a reception to Mrs. J . G. 
THOEP, of Madison, by the Oshkosh Centennial Club. 

The spacious parlors were handsomely decorated with the na­
tional colors, tastefully combined with evergreen. Music lent 
its charm to the CA'cning, the banner-hung Avails rcA'crberating 
again and again the strains of patriotic song, varied Avith the 
no less patriotic utterances of those Avho addressed the assembly. 

Mrs. THOEP was formally introduced by Miss PEET, and gaA'e 
official recognition to the club, by welcoming its members, 
through the executive committee, as coAvorkers in the centennial 
field. One hundred dollars was paid into the general fund of 
the Women's State Centennial ExecutiA^e Committee, leaving a 
fair remainder in the treasury, thus denoting a large membership. 

Mrs. THOEP then enchained the attention of her delighted 
auditors by the following able and appropriate address, which 
she had prepared expressly for the occasion: 

Ladies and Gentlemen: As your invitation was kindly extended to me in my 
official capacity, I thank you for the honor you confer upon me, my associates, and 
the cause we represent. In this sense I may be supposed to understand definitely, 
the relation we bear to the national movement, in which Ave have, almost uncon­
sciously, become active participants. You may expect me to point out the way, 
judging that I have given time and thought to the subject which you, in the mul­
tiplicity of your daily cares, have not had the leisure to bestow upon it. I com­
menced this work, as you wfll now probably do, influenced by sentiments of affec­
tion and loyalty to my country. The voice that summoned us has from the first 
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been vague, so far as method and definite plans of operation are concemed. In 
another and higher sense it is, I conceive, fuU of meaning to you and to me, as 
women of the nineteenth century. In this view of the subject, I gladly respond 
to your invitation. My own heart is stirred, and my mind awake to what I regard 
the magnitude of issues involved. I do not speak to you to dweU upon the value 
and meaning of historical reminiscences chiefly—hallowed as they are by ancestral 
associations, to many of us —but rather to speak of soul stirrings and aspirations 
which we all feel, in a greater or less degree, to be the spirit of the present, 
and which none of us can fuUy define. God, who inspired our forefathers to for­
sake home and country, to exchange convenience and luxury for privation and 
suffering, who sustained them amid the rigors of cUmate, in their contests with 
the mother country, and with each other, had an infinite plan, which we as a na­
tion are fuUfiUing. ReUgious freedom was their watehword; for this they suffered 
and died. But the principles they brought with them stfll Uve, and have seeded 
the centuries that have intervened. Golden harvests of material prosperity wave 
in the broad sunlight of our advancing civilization. Vineyards of surpassing luxu­
riance and beauty gladden its hiUsides. The fatness of the olive, and the glory 
of the palm tree, may be used to symboUze the wealth and victory, which 
make us a recognized power among the nations of the world, who are to join with 
us in our offerings of thanksgiving and praise. We are no longer impeUed by the 
stem law of necessity; we find ourselves, instead, cradled in ease, and soothed by 
the sweet minstrelsy of peace. But underlying these, is heard a stfll smaU voice, 
emphasizing, upon the eve of our approaching anniversary, the value of our rich 
inheritance by reminding us of the fearful price which has from time to time been 
paid for it. When God led his chosen people out of the wfldemess into the prom­
ised land, then" deUverences and memorial days were marked by oft'erings of their 
choicest and best. We have at length awakened to the consciousness that in pro­
portion as we estimate our homes and liberties, shaU we express in some suita­
ble form, our love and gratitude, as a thank offering to the God of nations, by 
whom, and for whom, they haA-e been bestowed and thus far maintained. Our 
material wealth, brflUant with the poUsh which the labor of the centuries has 
bestowed, must stfll be grouped in designs and woven into forms of artistic beauty 
to represent the grandest conceptions and aspirations of the age. The genius of 
this sphere of labor is love. The strength that has wrought, and the inteUigence 
that has reared the monuments of our national greatness, must now be permeated 
by this inner Ufe and Ught in the consecration of aU our treasures to their liighest 
and hoUest uses. 

The grand Moloch of unsanctified ambition which obscures and bUghts aU that 
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is tender and lovely does not represent the true type of American civflization, 
which was bought by blood and treasure, through faith in God. As we have 
i-ecognized this truth, in times of deepest and darkest experience have our 
deliverances been the most signal. '' When there was no eye to pity and no arm 
to save,'' and we in our madness, were tearing down and desecrating the holy 
temple of our united brotherhood, God sent us one, Avho through faith in Him, 
was annointed to save. We were then taught, as never before, that our strength 
was not in our statesmen or our cabinets, but in the arm of the Lord. Our jubi­
lee notes, in sweeter and grander rhythm, wfll sweU the chorus, in the same sacred 
song. Those who conceived and are carrying forward the project of a Centennial 
and International Exhibition, saw in the early days of its inceptioni;hat the ani­
mating principle of love was lacking. They saw that a refined and cultured en­
thusiasm, begotten by the cordial cooperation of mind and heart, reason and 
affection, must be aroused, and its influences brought to bear upon the dormant 
and materialistic minds of the great body of the people, who ai-e reached only in 
masses and emergencies. This necessity, opened the door and paved the way for 
woman, whose sensitive and intense nature responds more readfly to spiritual 
than Uteral incentives. Hers is the prescience that discerns " the cloud no bigger 
than a man's hand," at the very circumference of the horizon. She feels and 
acts from impulse, before her logic has wrought out, Unk by Unk, the chain of ar­
gument that joins cause and effect. This is the magic of her influence and power 
which every enlightened mind comprehends, and by means of which, in the 
sanctity of trae relations, the machinery of human Ufe works smoothly and effect­
ively. In the early days of our Republic, when physical and material com­
binations were necessarily primary, the position of woman was comparatively, 
a negative one. Whfle her elements were as thoroughly incorporated as 
they ever can be, it has been mostly in the way of absorption in the domestic, 
social and reUgious spheres. Hers has been the leaven that has sflently wrought 
and Ufted our generation into the range of its present possibflities. As the light 
of Christianity and the laws of progress are better understood, the saving influ­
ences of true womanhood are more fuUy appreciated. " The signs of the times " 
indicate that the period has arrived when this law of absorption must give place to 
the higher law of spiritual responsibflity, indiAndually and unitedly, Avhen women 
must represent their own peculiar powers in aU the relations of life, in such ways 
as God shall open up to them. This does not, by any means, imply separation of 
interests, but, on the contrary, a more harmonious arrangement of the forces Ho 
has ordained shaU act together, in their tme order, Avithin the scope of His divine 
purpose. 

12 . 
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Many phases of Ufe, for which women are especiaUy responsible, remain as yet, 
comparatively undeveloped and the world looks and waits, " As step by step we're 
mounting up the rounds of nobler fame." The present movement among the 
women of the nation has in this view a significance, based as it is upon '' union 
of sentiment and cooperative effort,'' which 1 repeat as the watchword of our order. 
Its moral influence is its real animus, rather than the Umited restdts we expect to ac­
complish in a literal sense. But while we are elaborating true sentiments, it is fit­
ting that we clothe them in garments of loveUness. Let us represent grand ideas, 
with womanly grace and elegance, indicating that this is to be the tone and character 
of all our feminine pubUcities. We shall not hesitate and shrink as now, when we 
have learned these lessons more perfectly, and tried our powers in this direction more 
fuUy. Women do not as a rule represent money, or material power in any Une, 
therefore, there is need of greater effort, to carry forward the plans which we con­
template to successful issues. This lesson, in the ascending scale of womanhood, 
Avfll go far in' testing our abflity to participate actively in " every good word and 
work." We deUght in famfly reunions and have multiplied wedding days from 
the wooden to the diamond period of connubial bUss. To these we invite our 
dearest friends, and attach special value to the offerings in Avhich most of their 
love has been woven; we cherish them evermore as graceful mementoes of the 
years and scenes when our hearts were emitting from their unsealed fountains 
sparkUng jets of youthful joy and confidence. In our great famfly reunion, states 
and nations are honored guests, bearing with them tokens of allegiance and 
respect for the fair matron, whom the ages shall crown with perrennial youth. 
Here fountains are touched whose crystal depths reflect a brflUant galaxy of her 
honored heroes, and we have reason to anticipate that the holy influences of 
love and loyalty, which are being newly kindled wfll purify the sources of 
our national corruption, and reveal higher truths in political economy. It is no 
small tlnng to bear ever so humble a part in this memorial anniversary, and to have 
our names inscribed among those who love their country. This is the view in 
which I ask you to receive and indorse the centennial enterprise; so far as the 
women of Wisconsin understand and have undertaken to share in it. We do not 
afiilUate Avith any other movement. We criticise none and accept none, but are 
wflUng that our aims " be known and read of all." We unite with the women 
of the world to aid ourselves and each other, as the surest way to elevate and 
bless humanity. 

We have, as a nation, reached a point in our progress, where the excess of con­
veniences and luxuries we enjoy must be wrested from the grasp of vulgarity and 
meaningless display, and made to subserve true culture. Loving and appre-
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ciative tributes to modest worth and patient endurance are aids and incentives to 
higher attainments. The vain glory, whose expressions are better suited to the 
Ucense of dissipation than to the sanctuary of the weU ordered home; whose 
graces are those of conventional flirtation and finical pretension, whose wisdom is 
summed up in the phraseology of lisping platitudes, wHl be quietiy ignored, in the 
more healthful sentiment which wiU be strengthened by our international reunion. 
Its decorations and suggestions must have the merit of utiUty or beauty to recom­
mend them. We can only understand and define our position and progress, as 
step by step, we graduaUy but surely enter in to the penetraUa of the Divine pur­
pose, feeUng and pai-taking of the spirit which the opening century is aheady dif­
fusing. Our fathers had the foreshadowing of this day, but their chfldren received 
a baptism of blood before the flrst bulwarks of poUtical Uberty were partially set. 
The years of another century were almost told, when we were summoned to the 
great tribunal of adjustment, and paid in priceless treasure for their faflure to 
comprehend the fuU meaning of then errand and mission to this new world. Since 
that time we are beginning to understand what God means by Uberty. The power 
to see and comprehend the issues of to-day involves the obUgation to act. It also 
inipUes the power to influence and control, as in the early days of our republic, 
when men and women joined hands and hearts in the good work. While we love 
to wateh and interpret in the secret places of communion with our own souls, the 
ways in which God is leading us, we should not at the same time be passive or 
indifferent spectators in the fields of active labor which are for the first time open­
ing to us. We must originate and maintain our OAvn methods for ourselves, 
working in harmony with men for the best interests of the famfly, society, church 
and state, equally responsible for om- share and our power of accompUshment in 
each and all. We beUeve the present opportunity to be one which it is weU for 
us to accept as an earnest that the coming centennial cycle Avfll reveal more 
abundant treasm-es and grander facflities suited to the refined and deUcate powers 
of woman. As Aurora, preceding the golden chariot of the moming, let us hope 
that she shall henceforth go forward, attended by the sweet graces of Christian­
ity, scattering through all its circUng years, the freshness and fragrance of her 
love, and crowning it at last with achievements which shall fllustrate the glory 
and beauty of her emancipated powers. 

The congratulations which greeted the eloquent lady, on clos­
ing, Avere interrupted only to listen to addresses from some of 
the gentlemen present, who, although not allowed to join in the 
work of the club, are cordially invited to participate in its social 
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pleasures. H. B. JACKSON, Esq., spoke at some length in his 
usual happy style, expressing his interest in the object for AA'hich 
the club had been organized, and Avishing it God-speed in its 
undertaking. Judge WASHBUEN foUoAved. in some practical and 
encouraging remarks, Avhich Avere received Avith marked appro­
bation. After the spirited rendering of some patriotic songs by 
Mrs. LANKTON, Mrs. GOEDON and Mrs. HATCH, the club was fa­
vored with a short address by Miss ANNA W . MOODY, preceptress 
in the Oshkosh State Normal School. She spoke understand-
ingly and eloquently of Avoman's work, not only in this centen­
nial year, but in all the years of all the centuries; of her capa­
bilities, and of the Avider field of occupation and usefulness 
opening sloAvly but surely before her Avilling feet. At the close, 
Mrs. THOEP greeted the speaker Avith a congratulatory clasp of 
the hand and a fcAV earnest words of encouragement. The at­
tention of the club Avas then given to Miss PEET, who described 
at length the commemoratiA-e work of art and the memorial 
shrine Avhich are to be prominent features of the exhibit of the 
Women of Wisconsin in the international exposition at Phila­
delphia. After some time spent in pleasant social intercouse, 
the whole company joined enthusiastically in singing, to the 
beautiful and time-honored air of "Auld Lang Syne," an origi­
nal centennial hymn. Thus concluded the festivities of an 
eve.iing Avhich will eÂ er retain a shining place among the asso­
ciations of this centennial year. 

Mrs. JOHN HICKS, 

Secretary of Executive Committee. 

• The Oshkosh Centennial Club, beside the usual quota of $100 
to the central fund, voted to order an expensiA^e picture for the 
art easel, from a home artist of state reputation. They also 
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selected the name of Mrs. L. E. EDGEETON for inscription, upon 
the memorial shrine, among the names of other AVomen of Wis­
consin preeminent for " good Avorks." After many interesting 
gatherings, they conclude the account of their Avork with the ; 
foUo'vving admirable suggestion: It has been proposed to giA'e, ; 
during the remainder of this centennial year, a series of enter- i 
tainments partaking of a musical and literary as Avell as social 
character, in AÂ hich historical reminiscences and the exhibition 
of century-old relics will be marked features. Cherishing the 
historic associations which cluster around the beginning of the 
century ^'ust completed, feeling a loyal and loving pride in 
the progress and prosperity which have marked each decade of 
our national existence — a progress and prosperity Avhich have 
excited the wonder and the admiration of the peoples of the old 
world — and gratefully recognizing the mercy of the God of 
Nations, through which AA'C have been brought, a happy and 
united people, to the daAvn of this glad centennial year, the club 
stands ready to engage, as opportunity offers, in any good and 
patriotic work which Avill evince the attachment of its members 
to their beloved country in this its year of jubilee. 

Mrs. G. W. WASHBUEN, 

Secretary of '•^Ladies Centennial Club." 

LEGISLATIVE PAETY. 

February 17tli Avitnessed one of the pleasantest parties ever 
giA'cn in the state capitol. I t was gotten up under the special 
management of the ladies, wives of the members of the legisla­
ture, assisted by the ladies of Madison, and Avas a " Leap Year Leg­
islative Centennial Party." The folloAving persons constituted the 
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Mrs. Senator W E L C H , Baraboo. 
Mrs. Senator FLINT, Menomonee. 
Mrs. Speaker F I P I E L D , Ashland. 
Mrs. A. S. SLOAN, Beaver Dam. 

Mrs. EDWARD SEARING, Mflton. 

Mrs. R. M. STRONG, Baraboo. 

Mrs. L. T. PuLLEN, Evansvflle. 

• . ; Committee of Arrangements: 

Mrs. Gov. LUDINGTON, Mflwaukee. 

Mrs. Lt. Gov. PARKER, Pleasant VaUey. 
Mrs. DAVID ATAVOOD, Madison. 

Mrs. Prof. PARKINSON, Madison. 
Mrs. Senator FARR, Kenosha. 
Mrs. Senator HUDD, Green Bay. 
Mrs. Senator TREAT, Monroe. 

Mrs. A. J. TURNER, Portage. 

The leading objects of the party were to add to the state fund 
for the procurement of the " Commemorative Work of Art ," 
which the ladies are having prepared as the representative offer­
ing of the women of Wisconsin at the centennial exhibition, and 
to have a splendid social reiinion of the ladies and gentlemen of 
the state. The objects were patriotic and AÂ orthy ones, and most 
nobly did the ladies having the management in charge execute 
their plans. The commercial metropolis, the capital and A'arious 
cities and towns of the state Avere represented, by their intelli­
gent and graceful ladies, and their able and gallant gentlemen. 
A jilatform was laid over the clerk's desk for the music, and the 
floor spread with canvass for dancing. The ground Avork for the 
decoration committee of Madison ladies haA'ing thus been pre­
pared, they energetically prosecuted their labors, till the room 
bloomed with beauty and brightened Avith patriotic emblems un­
der their skillful hands. The desks of the speaker and clerk 
were covered with the American flag, the gas fixtures festooned 
with evergreens. On the front of the gallery above were ranged 
beautiful floAvering plants, and in the center, richly wreathed 
with evergreens and fiowers, AA'as a large portrait of GEOEGE 

WASHINGTON. Directly opposite, on the gallery at the west end 
of the assembly chamber, AA'as draped with national colors the 
word " Centennial," in large red letters, AA'ith " 1776" and 
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" 1876 " at either end just above, and in the center the U. S. and 
state flags, with a handsome " trophy," consisting of stacked 
arms hung Avith military accoutrements, with a drum at the base 
on one side, and a stuffed American eagle at the other. 

The following named persons acted as committee of reception: 
Messrs. H. D. BAEEON, W . W . EEED, THOMAS WALL, P . Q. BOY-

DEN, ED. KEOGH, J . W . HOYT and Mayor PINNEY, who presented 
the guests on their arrival to the lady committee of arrange­
ments, who received them with grace and dignity. 

BACH'S superb band from Mihvaukee struck up inspiring 
strains of music soon after 8 o'clock, at first from the platform 
over the clerk's desk, and afterAvards from the floor in front. 

SHOET S P E E C H E S . 

At about 8:30 P. M., Senator T. E. HUDD and Hon. DAVID 
ATWOOD, who had been requested jointly to preside, Avith Gov. 
LUDINGTON, and GEOEGE W . PECK, Esq., of the La Crosse Sun, 

took seats in the speaker's desk. Mr. ATAVOOD called the audi­
ence to order, and remarked that we had assembled in one of the 
many preliminary gatherings that were now taking place through­
out the country, in the interest of the grand centennial exhibi­
tion. This meeting was in aid of the Avomen's movement, and it 
mingled the social with the business element in a pleasant man­
ner. The figures 1776 and 1876 indicated that our nation has 
existed one hundred years. When Â 'e reflect for a moment on 
what we were at the beginning and what we are at the end of the 
first century, it is certain that the coming exhibition will be one 
of vast magnitude, interest and profit to the world. He UOAV had 
the pleasure of introducing His Excellency, Gov. LUDINGTON, 
Avho would propose a sentiment appropriate to this pleasant 
occasion. 
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GoA'. LUDINGTON, who Avas greeted with applause, rose and 
said: 

" Ladies and Gentlemen: I can assure you that it is very difiicult to find a 
proper sentiment for this occasion, but, as I entered the haU this evening, I saw 
tiie figures 1776, which remind us of the first year of American Independence, 
and 1876, which remind us that tliis is the centennial year. 1 therefore propose 
as a sentiment: 

"1776—The time that tried men's souls. 1876—The time that tries men's 
and women's soles—keeping step to the music of the Union." 

The president then said he had the pleasure of introducing 
GEOEGE W . PECK, of La Crosse, the Avit of Wisconsin, AA'IIO 

would resj)ond to this sentiment. Mr. PECK spoke as foUoAvs: 

" One hundred years ago, to-day, there lived a man who could not teU a lie. 
That man is before you at this moment (hesitating, and then pointing to the pic­
ture of WASHINGTON). Yet, how times have changed in one hundred years. 
Tlien we had a continental congress; now we have a congress that don't amount 
to a continental. The times that tried men's souls. Who does not remember 
WASHINGTON, with his Uttle army, barefooted, hungry and suffering, in mid­
winter, crossing Lake Monona on an ice-boat, rather than bufld a pontoon bridge, 
p.nd submit to the exactions of the Potter law; how he entered Trenton, Dodge 
county, his path stream -with flowers, is famfliar to aU. How it makes the blood 
thigle in the veins to tliink that we are on sacred ground. 'T was on this very 
spot that Captain JOHN SMITH rescued POCAHONTAS fi-om the Regency, where 
she was going to be bound out to do housework, and bore her in triumph to Osh­
kosh, where she settled doAvn and became the master of a state grange, raised a 
large family that is now scattered over the country holding positions in front of 
tobacco stores. How pleasant it is to step into the Historical Society and gaze 
upon the identical hatehet with which WASHINGTON, a hundred years ago, did 
his logging on Chippewa river, and never said—'dam it.' Do we forget the 
women of that early day? Not at all. The picture of MARTHA WASHINGTON 
carrying to Yorktown GEORGE'S dinner in a Uttie tin pail, when he didn't have 
time to go home, is famiUar to all. We do not forget their hardships. When 
the wfld Indians threw young hyson overboard in Boston harbor, so they could 
not pay back a drawing of tea they had borrowed, they buckled on their life-pre­
servers and swam for it. One hundred years ago, this eagle (referring to Old 
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Abe) was a humming bird. Now he has groAvn bald in the service of his coun­
try, and is an ornament to society. But, speaking of times that tried men's souls, 
I am reminded that there is a little cotflUon on the carpet even now, that must be. 
attended to. In the short ten minutes alloted for this impromptu response to the 
sentiment, it has been impossible to allude to aU that has occurred in the last hun­
dred years. Tmsting to the intelUgence of the assembled beauty and chivalry to 
make good any omissions, or to correct misstatements if any have been made, let 
us hope that those present may have a grand reiinion at the real Centennial at 
Phfladelphia the coming summer. Let aU respond to the sentiment, 

" ' On with the dance, let joy be unconfined.'" 

This, thrown off in PECK'S inimitable manner, was received 
with repeated hearty laughter, and Avith applause at the close. 

PATEIOTIC SONGS. 

Mr. ATAVOOD then remarked that it gaÂ e him pleasure to in­
troduce to the audience Mrs. H. M. PAGE, of this city, who 
Avould favor it with a song. Mrs. PAGE was then escorted to a 
platform on the Speaker's desk by Dr. J. W. HOYT, appearing in 
costume as the " Daughter of the Eegiment," a short dress of 
red, Avith white bands and cuffs, Avith a red cap banded with gilt, 
the French tri-color — blue, Avhite and red — Avorn as a mantle 
on her shoulders, and equipped AA'ith a canteen and drum, and 
sang, in French, tAvo verses of the Marseillaise Hymn, in a clear 
and spirited manner, beating a tattoo occasionally on her drum, 
Avhereat "Old A b e " fiapped his Avings and gave his approval. 
She was very warmly applauded and encored, to which she re­
sponded by singing three verses of the " Star Spangled Banner." 
The accompaniment, by BACH'S band, Avas most admirably 
played, so as to greatly aid, not overpoAver the singer. A 
French-born Brown county member of the assembly expressed 
himself as having his soul stirred Avithin him by the Marseillaise 
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Hymn, so identified with French patriotism, which he had not 
heard since he left his native soil, years ago. 

Mrs. PAGE executed her part of the programme in a manner 
that gave complete satisfaction to all present, and she was highly 
complimented by many of the distinguished party. 

On conclusion of the singing, the president remarked that he 
congratulated the lady managers of this party upon their com­
plete success, socially and pecuniarily. There was yet a long 
programme of a most interesting character to be executed, and, 
from the appearance of those present, they Avould doubtless per­
form it well, and at the close of the entertainment he was quite 
sure that all present would feel proud to congratulate them­
selves that they had participated in this Legislative Centennial 
party under the management of the ladies. Dancing was now 
in order. 

THE CENTENNIAL AT GENEVA LAKE. 

[Prom the Geneva Herald.] 

" The ladies of Geneva have been waiting for the time to come in which they 
could respond most effectively to the call for Centennial work and representation. 
That time seems to have arrived, and Thursday aftemoon, Febraary 17th, at 
2 o'clock P. M., a large and enthusiastic gatherhig occurred at the Seminary 
Parlors. Miss MARTHA PEET, of Beloit, was present and addressed the meeting, 
explaunng to the ladies what had already been done in the state and what is pro­
posed to be done, and also the necessity for a club organization, in order to ensure 
state recognition, and representation at the Centennial. The interest in the state 
is widening, and has never been so great as at present. The ladies in the larger 
towns have formed successful clubs and have already reaped great benefits there­
from. Geneva is one of the oldest towns in the state, and does not propose to be 
outdone by other places, and the enthusiastic results of the first effort are a guar­
anty for future success. The foUoAving is the plan of organization for Centennial 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. ' • 187 

Clubs: A president is selected; 37 vice presidents are chosen to represent the 87 
states; 13 ladies, chosen from the oldest settlers, to represent the origmal states, 
and 11 young ladies, the territories. 

Responding to the remarks of Miss PEET, the ladies formed an organization. 
Over thirty immediately joined the club by the payment of one dollar; we hope 
to increase our present number to one hundred. The proceeds of the club are to 
be appropriated towards the Memorial Shrine. The ladies unanimously decided 
to make Peburaiy 22, 1876, a memorable day in Geneva. There will be a grand 
MARTHA WASHINGTON Tea-party given on that evenmg at WALKER'S HaU 
under the auspices of the Club." 

On that anniversary day, fiags were flying from dwelling 
houses, stores and hotels, and even the steamers on the lake 
shore, held to their moorings by anchors of ice. At noon all the 
bells of the Adllage rung in concert, and the little boys, catching 
the enthusiasm, paraded the streets carrying at the head of their 
lirocession the emblematical hatchet. Within doors, houscAvives 
were busy in preparing for the entertainment of the evening. 
WALKEE'S Hall, the place of assembling, was crowded at an early 
hour. A goodly number of the people Avere dressed in repre­
sentative costumes of " y e ancient time," and among the other 
attractions were an " Old Folks Choir," an old fashioned supper, 
the table being spread Avith linen that had seen service in colo­
nial days, and was adorned Avith antiquated china and pewter 
ware that had an equally ancient origin; an old style kitchen 
with its antique appointments, besides more modern attractions. 
At nine o'clock the company Avere called to order and Mrs. 
THOEP'S Centennial hymn for that date was sung. Prayer was 
offered by the Eev. C. A. WILLIAMS. A sketch of the life of 
Gen. WASHINGTON was read by Eev. EOBEET WOLSLEY, and an 
original poem prepared for the occasion, recited by its author, 
Hon. JAMES SIMMONS. The assembly then united in singing 
" America." The local paper in alluding to the occasion, says it 
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was the largest and most successful gathering ever held in 
Geneva. 

The next public meeting of the club was held at the house of 
Mrs. S. P . FAEEINGTON, March 11th, Mrs. Judge C. M. BAKEE 

presiding. An original address was read by the Secretary, Mrs. 
Eev. E. G. Miner, also Mrs. THOEP'S address to the ladies of 
Wisconsin. 

Letters were presented that had been received from the officers 
of the state committee, from Avhich we learned that the pictures 
for the doors of the "Memorial Shrine," were to be painted by 
Miss HAEEIET E . WAENEE. The painting of minute landscape 
pictures, of such a shape as to be placed in a setting of ebony 
and sih^er must require peculiar artistic taste and skill. Mrs. 
Judge WYMAN SPOONEE'S name was offered as suitable to be en­
rolled with the representative names of the honorable pioneer 
women of Wahvorth county. 

In summing up our Avork, as our records are called for, AA'O 
find that we can report $100 raised for the state fund. The 
door panels of the beautiful memorial shrine, painted by a lady 
artist of our club, four pictures, sent to the artists portfolio, 
from pupils of Lake Geneva Seminary, to be exhibited upon the 
art easel from Wisconsin. A history of our young ladies semi­
nary has also been furnished by request to be included with the 
sketches of the private educational institutions of the state. 
Thus we feel, that though late in manifesting our interest, Ave 
have at last a creditable Centennial record. 
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CENTENNIAL CELEBEATION I N MILWAUKEE. 

There was a large gathering at Quenten's Park on the evening 
of the 22d of July, to enjoy the concert given under the auspices 
of the Women's Centennial Association. The Park Avas brilli­
antly illuminated, and presented a most attractive scene. BACH'S 

orchestra and the choruses of the musical society performed a 
number of excellent selections, A'ocal and instrumental. BetAveen 
the parts of the musical programme, Hon. MATT H . CAEPENTEE, 

being introduced by Hon. P . V. DEUSTEE, advanced to the front, 
and commenced the speech of the evening, from which we make 
a fcAV extracts: 

" It is the impulse of our nature, from boyhood up, to commemorate aU important 
events in life; and in fllustration of this he spoke in a happy vein of the love that 
is in us of celebrating our birthdays with candies and cakes and our weddings 
with tm, crystal and silver, those Avho hve long enough, mth gold and diamonds. 
The same disposition accompanies us through Ufe, and extends to the commemo­
ration of leading events in history. Of this we have an instance suppUed by the 
Jewish nation, whose customs, feasts and fasts, handed doAvn pure and unchanged 
from the remotest generations have done more than any other human agency to 
preserve the unity of the race as we see it to-day. Tlie crying want of America is 
nationality. Most of us live for ourselves more than we do for our country; we 
are too devoted to selfish ends, to our wives and our children, to our business, to 
money making. This is a selfish age, and we need a change. It is true reform 
Ave need to stand by the springs of our origin as a nation, to recall what our 
fathers did, to cherish the seed they sowed, and to preserve and nourish the insti­
tutions they have so firmly and wisely planted. In 1620, a few immigrants landed 
on a snow covered rock in New England. In 1875, we see descended from them 
this great union of states, the growth and fruit of that little colony. Tliirteen 
colonies in 1776 declared their independence of foreign control, in order to enjoy 
civfl and poUtical Uberty, takuig up the sword against the most powerful nation 
then existing, whose drmu beat circled the civflized world. It was against such a 
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power that our fathers fought. On the 4th of July, 1776, after more than a 
month spent in deUberation, congress declared that the thirteen colonies ought to 
be and were free states. That was the birthday of American liberty, which is to 
be celebrated next year. These states started with 4,000,000 of people, stretching 
along the Atlantic coast, cUnging to the borders of the ocean, as though timid of 
losing the means of escape from unknown misfortunes to come, and we have seen 
them flowing in a steady stream into the west as far as the Mississippi, across the 
Mississippi, and at last to the Pacific coast, and then stealing back gently to the 
Atlantic again. He regarded the LTnited States as having a mission more import­
ant than has ever been confided to any people to accomplish, a mission that in­
cludes the elevation of our own race to the highest pitch of human happiness and 
civflization, and sending floods of Ught into the deepest fastnesses and dungeons 
of the old world. With such destinies as these before us, is it not right that we 
should desire to preserve feelings of unity and fraternity ? Indeed the necessity for 
it is greater than in older countries, such as in Great Britain, in France and Ger­
many, where the people are to a great extent one in origin, language and customs, 
and a feeling of unity and patriotism is not only forever upon them by the cir­
cumstances by which they are surrounded, but not unfrequently becomes a violent 
prejudice. This he contrasted in a very forcible manner with the condition of cit­
izenship in the United States, showing that here we have the best and worst of 
nationaUty, French, German, EngUsh, Scoteh, Irish, Scandinavian and aU others, 
even Asiatics and that the task before us is to foster a feeUng of unity among aU 
these diverse elements and to weld them into a common brotherhood as Ameri­
cans, not only in name, but in hopes, aspiration and material works. Nearly 
eveiy nationaUty was represented there that evening. Very many of them had 
come from the land of their birth, bringing with them the recollections and at­
tachments of chfldhood, to lay them upon the altar of American freedom and 
nationaUty. Then he considered the diversity of cUmate of this highly favored 
land, and the preponderance of emigrants of certain nationaUties in different sec­
tions, and went on to say that it is our manifest destiny to mould aU these into 
one common nationaUty, so that, as time roUs on, the distinctions of race shaU 
close, the word Yankee, Irish, German and so forth be forgotten in our vocabu­
lary, and the whole people from the Atlantic to the Pacific sliaU come to regard 
themselves as Americans and Americans only. This brought him to the great oc­
casion we are about to celebrate, namely, the hundreth bu-thday anniversary of 
the states which he characterized as the most notable event the human race has 
ever been called upon to witness He said it is eminently fitting that the celebra­
tion shall take visible shape in Phfladelphia, which may of all places be most fitly 
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chosen for the purpose, Avithin the shadow of Liberty HaU and the sound of that 
old beU which rang out 

" The first glad tidings of Uberty." 

" This centennial is not a mere question of gunpowder and drinking whisky, but 
there are great ends of economy, patriotism and future prosperity tied up with its 
proper celebration, and it behooves the state of Wisconsin not to be forgetful of 
her duty in the prennses. Then he addressed himself to the iinancial aspect of 
the question, showing how necessary it is for us to be weU represented even from 
an economic standpoint, leaAdng out altogether considerations of pride and patri­
otism: particularly he dwelt upon the impetus likely to be given to immigration of 
the best class, by the centennial exhibition and the desirability on that ground 
of our taking the place to which we are justly entitled. * "* He then spoke en­
couragingly of the labors of the ladies of Mflwaukee and paid them a compUment 
for the work they had so creditably begun by the fete in which they were partici­
pating, and prayed that their efforts would be crowned with the success they mer­
ited. He hoped that the few words he had uttered would have some little effect in 
spurring on the cause, and expressed the beUef that his auditors would not, when 
the proper time came, shrink from doing their duty as citizens of Mflwaukee and 
the state of Wisconsin." 

The honorable gentleman Avas rewarded for his effort with 

loud and repeated applause. 

WASHINGTON'S BIETHDAY. 

[From the Eacine Journal, Feb., 1876.] 

The Centennial celebration at Eacine, which occurred upon 

the 22d of February, 1876, was an occasion of marked interest, 

and one which will not soon be forgotten by those who had the 

pleasure of participating in its varied and high-toned exercises. 

Nature was graciously jjleased to grant us one of the most 

pleasant days for the celebration, and the ladies vied Avith each 

other in the culinary art, and spread their tables with such 
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viands as Avere calculated to tempt an epicure, besides adding their 
pleasant smiles and Avelcome greeting. The New England kitch­
en Avas an entertaining feature. GEOEGE and MAETHA WASHING­

TON received their friends in the dining room, going back to the 
days of republican simplicity before a room Avas set apart for 
receptions, so that Avhilst the graA'c and dignified GEOEGE and 
the stately MAETHA AA'ere shaking hands at one end of the room, 
at the other the invited guests Avere getting away with a A'ast 
amount of good old-fashioned NCAV England fare. Mr. E. 
ADAMS represented GEOEGE WASHINGTON, AA'hilst the part of 
MAETHA Avas Avell sustained by Miss DOOLITTLE. HAEEY STE-

A'ENS represented Brother JONATHAN. 

At 3 o'clock in the afternoon the ladies held a meeting—Mrs. 
Senator DOOLITTLE in the chair — and were first addressed by 
Miss MAETHA PEET, of Beloit, giving in a clear and concise 
manner the objects the Avomen of Wisconsin had in vicAv in their 
present AA'ork. She also gave a short but well defined history of 
the enterprise from its first inception, at Philadelphia, until the 
present time. 

Mrs. DOOLITTLE then presented Mrs. THOEP Avith the scroll of 
membership of the Eacine Centennial Club, to which Mrs. 
THORP briefly responded, and then addressed the ladies and gen­
tlemen present as foUoAA's: 

The character of the Hero whose birthday we commemorate is, I conceive, a 
more priceless boon to this generation, than the treasures of wealth we gather 
and exhibit as evidences of our material prosperity. As we contemplate the dig­
nity and beauty of the man, who in harmony of physical, mental and moral 
development has no peer in the annals of American History, our highest aspi­
rations are awakened and kindled, and we follow where he leads, to the infinite 
source of Ught and Ufe. The grandeur and simpUcity of tme dignity, as por­
trayed in the character and bearing of GEORGE WASHINGTON, is a copy set by 
the Divine Master, which through the centm^ remains unwritten. Our youth are 
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taught to emulate and imitate, but none have attained to the serene heights 
which where in his royal possession. The model stfll exists for the new century, 
as complete as in the former day. The vision stands revealed to our view, envel­
oped in the spiritual atmosphere of its own purity and loveUness. That unwaver­
ing firmness, which conquered and controUed, resting upon its OAvn foundation, 
was as firmly rooted in his moral as his physical being, and is as weU suited to 
tiie aspirations of womanhood as of manhood. In this view of the subject, we 
are to-day especiaUy interested. Anniversaries are not only occasions of joyful 
reumon, but should be and naturaUy are, times for reflection — standpoints of 
advantage, from whence we review the past and glance toward the future. 
Joy and sorrow touch and vibrate upon the heart chords of humanity in rapid 
succession, harmonies and discords mingle and swell to a richer chorus the grand 
diapason of human life. The period of time now emphasized upon the pages of 
our historic calender, is one of marked interest. The auguries of great changes 
are wont to come in cheerful garb, bearing hope and promise to those who await 
them. New things mean better things, as a rule, our hopes taking counsel of our 
desires. To-day the pulses of our nation's Ufe beat so heavfly, whfle its nerA'e 
currents are so rapid and intense that we are warned of approaching danger. 

" Eternal Vigflance is the price of Liberty." A pronunciamento which it re­
quires neither sage nor seer to expound. It is well to pause ere we enter the 
door, already ajar, and know whither our footsteps are tending. This is a fitting 
time; these are golden opportunities. Like beacon Ughts, they AviU be scattered 
throughout the year, making it brflUant with the love light of loyalty. Men and 
women have each their place and their measure of responsibiUty in working out 
the intricate problems of the day — more, perhaps, in the prescience of interpre­
tation, than in the wisdom of aggressive formulas. The faith that sustained and 
inspired our patriot hero, amid the confUct of war and carnage, wiU enable the 
leading spirits of this generation to stand amid a shock and a warfare none the 
less deadly because its weapons are spiritual rather than carnal. Let us each be 
fuUy persuaded in reference to our own position. The combatants in this warfare 
are not recognized by the regimentals of the "Regular" or the "Continental." 
Distinctions are no longer broad and palpable to the sight, as in the olden 
time, but they are definite and pronounced in their influence for good or evfl. 
As women, as mothers, we have sacred interests in the estabUshment and main­
tenance of true and safe standards for the famfly, for society and for the nation. 
Our aU is laid upon the common altar, and we cannot be negative or indifferent in 
the proper selection and adjustment of the elements of our advancing civiUza­
tion. Development does not consist in the acceptance and occupation of condi-

13 
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tions prepared for us, but rather in the effort and struggle incident to tiieir 
creation. The laws of labor and compensation are unvarying in God's spiritual 
kuigdom. " Whatsoever a man soweth, that shaU he also reap." In the early 
days of our history, we were deaUng with stern facts, setting the foundation 
stones of our new home. Men and women wrought as best they could Avith the 
material at hand. The faith and hope of woman were the incentive and inspira­
tion of man in his rough tefl. Her sflent endurance and patient love surrounded 
him with home influences which blessed and beautified his Ufe, and thus the 
theory of her mission has come to be the sentimental and poetic, whfle facts 
show a vride range of Uteral and practical duties for which she is mainly responsi­
ble. The plane upon which we now stand is not one of crude forces, where 
physical energies and material results stand in the foreground of enterprise. 
"He that runneth may read" a higher and nobler lesson. The indications of 
the period and the status of womanhood, both teach that the necessities of each 
demand aid from the other. The plastic material now in the storehouse of Time, 
is awaiting the refining processes which only woman's thought and touch can 
transform to its highest uses. 

Women equally need more earnest and more rational spheres for the exercise 
and development of their best gifts. Can we doubt that He who has revealed 
Himself in every great emergency as our nation's guide, wfll open to the earnest, 
the waiting and the faithful a way which they know not? The work which the 
women of our state have undertaken, in connection with those of our nation, we 
recognize as one of the indices of the times, important in its bearing upon this 
subject. The union of feminine forces in the prosecution of a grand plan, is in its 
nature enlarging and eimobhng. In this instance we are brought into close sym­
pathy with the sentiments which animated the heroes and heroines of '76. We 
drink at the same fountain of divine inspiration, and embrace within the scope of 
om- enterprise the emancipation of woman from every self-imposed and accepted 
tyranny. In this work we are learning primary lessons in the school of progress, 
opening new avenues, arranging new methods, and classifying energies hitherto 
sflent and inoperative. Who can teU its InU import? Let our annunciations be 
so clear and distinct that we shaU hereafter find our names written with those who 
haA'e blessed the world. In seeking out the best tangible forms to represent our 
gratitude and devotion to our country, we find ourselves in the creative realm of 
ideal beauty, striving to embody sentiments in shapes of grace and loveliness, and 
preceded by those whose companionship and association are most agreeable and 
improving. In this sort of labor, we reaUze day by day how thoroughly we are 
-removed from the ranks of meanmgless show and insipid frivolity. Instinctively 
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loving the beautiful, the refined and the trae, women have yielded to the soft persua­
sion taught by theory as well as precedent, that in social ways, the ornamental 
and the useless, not to say the harmful, are legitimate aUiances, malting them the 
tools instead of the guardians of society. Our centennial arousing is not, I- con­
ceive, primarily for the purpose of preparing articles to exliibit, but to bring us in 
sympathy with each other, to teach us new modes of thought and effort in har­
mony Avith the growing necessities of our individual, social and national life. The 
organizing power has not hitherto been woman's prerogative, consequently as a 
rule, she lacks the method and definiteness which come from the exercise of this 
faculty — the basis, to a great extent, of aU practical attainment. Results already 
reached prove her equal to its development in an eminent degree, commencing as 
she has in the present instance with Uimited facflities, working out by the most 
elaborate and energy-expending processes, her financial status. Without the aid 
of precedents, in the face of prejudice, and often of reproach, she has reached the 
point of honorable recogrution. This first step gained, she may hope that the 
future Avfll be brflUant Avith conquests, and illuminated Avith the Ught of a new 
day, whose rosy hours shall be marked with the trophies of progress. 

" Great emergencies make great heroes." This axiom involves aphflosophy and 
wisdom which we as women may appropriate. A distinguished Avriter has said, 
that eveiy great man has the best element of the womanly character in him, 
and every great woman has the best element of the manly character in her. 
The feminine attributes of the immortal hero, whom we to-day honor, are our 
lineal heritage. Let us henceforth come in closer union with them. As he con­
quered the tyrants of monarchical oppression, let us conquer despots of more for­
midable mien, even those who aim directiy at the citadel of feminine strength 
and glory. The rule and reign of fashion as an arbitrary and destructive power, 
is being considered. The day of final release cannot be far distant, as with 
American women te ponder and to reaUze is to act. There are other strongholds 
of tyrranny and oppression, where fortresses wfll be weakened as the advancing 
light of truth shall portray them, in their danger and deformity. Let us not hes­
itate to embrace within the scope of our responsibflity, e'/ery phase of reform 
that bears upon the Ufe and destiny of woman. We shaU find the theme proUfic 
in interest and abundant in compensation. There are no barriers in our way that 
we cannot remove or overcome by " united and cooperative effort." our centenniid 
watchword. There is no need of struggle or contention, of personal or generic dis­
contents. But alas! there is need of a more vitahzed and earnest comprehension on 
the part of women. A more open and heartfelt sympathy vidth the sflent but intense 
workings of that Unseen Power who created all things, and who designed that the 
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abundant treasures of the kingdoms of the earth, to which, through patient tofl and 
research we find the key shall be made subservient to the development of the highest 
type of spiritual manhood and womanhood. Women of 1876, 1 greet you as the 
elder sisters, who are tenderly and lovingly pointing out the way, which leads into 
'' the green pastures and beside the stfll waters " of a more christianized era. The 
new impress that is being stamped upon woman wfll teU upon the generation 
to come, although you and I may not enter into the rich possessions of the 
future. Faithful and devoted in the very fiber and essence of her being, woman 
needs to be held to higher estimates of herself, and her capabilities instead of ac­
cepting the unchristianized dogmas of the ignorant and bigoted, who pronounce 
her desire for change and rehef from the ever recurring detafl of domestic cares, 
her longing for new and more compensating labor and for better educational ad­
vantages synonyms for negligence and depravity. 

Let us discriminate Avisely and intelUgently between the anxious and nervously 
thrifty houscAvife, whose merit Ues chiefly in tiresome detafl and oft repeated sta­
tistics, bearing upon her wonderful method and the competent, faithful mother. 
The latter embraces all that is valuable in the former and supplements it Avith the 
crowning glory of the true woman. So eshaustiess is the theme, so numberless 
the changes and variations that make up its harmony, that we can only sweep 
the chords, whose vibrations wfll make the music and the inspiration of the next 
century. Come to this banquet of love, which is being spread for the nourish­
ment of your highest and hoUest powers. 

Strengthened and renewed, they AviU take hold upon virtues and motives, which 
shaU be for the purification and exaltation of woman. This is no poetic fUght of 
fancy; it is the lesson of to-day, and wfll find methods and utterances beyond 
the hope of the most sanguuie. Let us prepare to tread the new pathways of the 
future, with dignity and womanly grace, guiding, rather than opposing, receiving 
and augmenting — instead of expending — our physical, mental and spiritual en­
ergies. The phflosophy of this higher plane is rich with noble thought and bril-
Uant Avith the scintiUations of truth. As jewels of the purest water are in the 
decorations of womanly apparel, so are the radiations of the soul life the beauty 
and lustre of womanhood. "In the elder days of art," motherhood was its 
crowning sentiment. The Madonnas of Raphael are stfll the altar pieces before 
which devout and sentimental reUgionists bow with f eeUngs of reverence and awe 
if not of worship. This sentiment has, like a thread of Ught, been woven into 
all the artistic thought of the ages, and is a true reflection of the inner Ufe which 
God reveals to the inspirations of genius. From this revelation poets sing, 
artists mould and sketeh the ideal woman — a being who inhabits the realm of 
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their creature power. The Ught of her eye is not deepened, nor the glow of her 
cheek quickened, by the Ufe currents of wifehood and motherhood. SVll the 
type, the divine copy, remains true and unchanged, and as its spn-itual meaning 
is better comprehended, the rhythm of the real poem, the warmth of the UAdng 
picture, and the perfection of the true model AviU be revealed in the midst of Ufe. 

" AU are architects of Fate, 
Working in these walls of Time, 

; • •' : Some, Avith noble deeds and great, 
Some with ornaments of rhyme. 

Nothing useless is, or low. 
Each thing in its place is best, 

And what seems but idle show 
Strengthens and supports the rest. 

For the structure that we raise 
Time is Avith materials filled; 

' Our to-days and yesterdays 
,.: ',,i..,. Are the blocks Avith which we bufld. 

. :; '. - In the elder days of art, 
I ,'; Buflders wrought with greatest care ' 

Each minute and unseen part. 
For the Gods see everywhere. 

Let us do our work as weU, 
Both the unseen and the seen 

Bufld the house where Gods may dwell. 
Beautiful, entire and clean. I 

Else our lives are incomplete. 
Standing in these walls of Time, 

Broken stairways, where the feet 
Stumble, as they seek to cUmb. 

Bufld, to-day, then strong and sure, 
With a firm and ample base. 

And ascending and secure, 
ShaU, to-morrow, find its place. 
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Thus, alone, can we attain. 
To those turrets, where the eye 

Sees the world, as one vast plain, 
And one boundless reach of sky." 

At the request of Mrs. DUEAND, President BASCOM, of the 

the State University, remarked as follows: 

" I fail quite to understand why the ladies should seek indorsement for them­
selves or their cause at my hands. But when this mdorsement is sought, noth­
ing can be bestowed by me more cheerfuUy and heartfly. The openuig bud has 
a more pleasing lesson than the dropping petals. Our social life, I make no 
doubt, is passing into fresh flowering at this very point — the enlarged intelli­
gence and activity of woman. Whfle I rejoice in the centennial that is, I greet 
the centennial that is to be, and extend to it my right hand of help and good 
AviU." 

Eev. Dr. CHAPIN, of Beloit College, said: 

" I bid these ladies a hearty God-speed in this enterprise. They are certainly 
acting in a legitimate sphere when they join their influence and efforts to make 
the national exposition a worthy fllustration and memorial of the wonderful de­
velopment of this free republic under the guiding hand of God — our fathers' 
God and our God, through the first century of its Ufe. The products of feminine 
taste and genius and skfll are needed to make complete the visible manifestation 
of what our people have become and of what they are doing. The declaration 
of independence of 1776 embodies ideas of Uberty and equality which have led 
on a steady emancipation of woman from wrongful subjection and tliraldom to 
the despotism of the stronger sex, which originated in the selfish violence of a bar­
barous age, and has been perpetuated by the traditions of feudal times. Hence 
the gentieness and refinement of Christian womanhood have become a power in 
our country as nowhere else in the world, felt and honored and fuU of blessing. 
Now if this year 1876 shaU, as intimated in the interesting paper to which we 
have just Ustened, be marked by a strong and eff'ective declaration of independ­
ence on the part of women for themselves, from the tyranny of Fashion, then we 
may be sure that under the fuU and free unfolding and application of that power, 
yet higher blessings and a grander groA\'th shall gladden and adorn our nation's 
life in the century to come." 
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In the evening Belle City Opera House Avas filled to overfloAv-
ing. The stage had been admirably decorated with national 
emblems by the ladies in charge, and by their able gentlemen 
assistants. In the background stood in full view a magnificent 
specimen of our "Eagle B i r d " — glorious emblem of liberty. 
On either side floated the stars and stripes, Avhile in bold relief 
stood the Goddess of Liberty. The immense assemblage Avas 
called to order by Hon. JAMES E . DOOLITTLE, as president, 
stating the objects of the meeting and its importance; after 
which there was the opening by BEOECKEE'S band, which had 
volunteered its services for the occasion, at the conclusion 
of which the curtain again rose, revealing upon the stage " the 
great, the wise, the reverend heads " of Hon. J . E. DOOLITTLE, 

Eev. Dr. DEKOVEN, of Eacine College, Eev. Father MATTHEW, 

Dr. CHAPIN, President of Beloit College, Prest. BASCOM, of the 
State University, Dr. P. E. HOY, and Eev. Mr. MEAD, of the M. 
E. Church. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, in a feeling manner, said that the blessing of 
God should be invoked upon all good Avorks, and called upon Eev. 
Mr. MEAD, that the proceedings might be sanctified with prayer. 
Brief in religious pathos Avas the prayer of the reverend gentle­
man, but it contained all that was necessary, and will long be 
remembered by all who heard it. 

Eev. Father MATTHEAV was then introduced to respond to the 
sentiment of WASHINGTON—^" First in War; first in Peace, and 
first in the hearts of his Countrymen." No man, it would 
seem, could combine more patriotic Avords in response to this 
sentiment, than did the reverend gentleman in his brief speech. 
I t was a multum in parvo. Liis heart is full of American ven­
eration for the great day, and the great and good man, the anni­
versary of whose birth Ave celebrated. He also considered that 
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the objects that were to be furthered by this observance of 
WASHINGTON'S birthday Avere in perfect accord with the patri­
otic sentiments uttered here to-night, and the beautiful sur­
roundings. 

Then folloAved the " Ode to WASHINGTOK, by Mrs, THOEP, of 
Madison; Prof. HEYEE at the piano, sung by the entire audi­
ence, standing. 

FOR FEBRUARY 22D, 1876. 

TUNE, "Auld Lang Syne." 

God saw on that auspicious mom 
That gave our Hero birth, 

A nation buffeted and torn. 
And sent him crowned to earth. 

Benign and gentle, full of grace. 
Was his fair manhood's prime. 

The lustre of his soul-Ut face 
Resisted tofl and time. 

As step by step, through war and peace, 
He reached immortal fame. 

And gave the signal for release. 
In freedom's haUow'd name. 

The birth day of a nation's sire. 
Great century bells ring out! 

Her JubUee's magnetic fire 
Is kindled in the shout. 

From height to height glad signals blaze, 
And joy sweeps o'er the land. 

As sweU our sweet Centennial lays. 
From Liberty's full band. 

We worship Thee 0 God, to-day. 
For WASHINGTON the Great, 

Who guided o'er her stormy way, 
Our Grand old Ship of State. 
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Prest. BASCOM, of the Wisconsin State University, being called 
upon, made the following speech: 

" Science, society, art and reUgion unite to drive us out of om-selves, beyond our­
selves, to enlarge our Uves m the universe about us, and put us in grand possession 
of earth and heaven. The selfish soul hedges and fences in vain. It is bom mto 
the famfly, and, shortly, the famfly in a new form lays hold of it, and the hus­
band, parent, leader, finds his OAvn fortunes backed up in the fortunes of the mimic 
state that gathers about him. But the second enlargement of our Ufe is far 
greater than this, its fh-st enlargement; it is that of patriotism, that of the nation. 
No great nation has been bom or nourished otherwise than by the patriotism of 
its citizens. Its power has been, not that of herding men together, but that of 
calling out manly, individual endowment. Patriotism is the life and power of na­
tions, and no great nation, great in knowledge, in action, in government, has 
been buflt up otherwise than by the patriotism of its citizens. Ours is the festival 
of patriotism, and our patriotism sprang m those early days from its noblest roots. 
The patriotism of Greece was one of culture and of art, of a versatfle, A'olatile, 
social Ufe. The patriotism of Rome was one of conquest, one of law and govern­
ment, one of construction and strength. Mere conquest makes no nation and 
nourishes no patriotism. Only as the conquest is the pushing forward of ideas, 
oifly as it carries Avith it new organizing forces, inteUectual and social, is it the 
product of patriotism, and has it the strength of patriotism. It is the thought 
of United Germany that Ufts the abhorrent, bloody vefl from the Franco-Prussian 
war, and discloses it as an era m the world's progress. Our patriotism, the patri­
otism of our fathers, was one of truth, trath reposing on justice, announced in behalf 
of human Uberty, and so of human progress; truth deeply tinctm-ed by benevo­
lence, by the divine enunciation of good-wfll to man. Our nation had then the 
true national, the only national birth, that of patriotism; it had it in its highest 
form, that of the largest, most just and most generous ideas. Hence the wonder­
ful constructive power it has shoAvn. It assimilates, compounds, compacts aU na­
tionaUties, and buflds itself up by them, not by virtue of power, nor by race, nor 
by language, but by an inheritance of ideas that everywhere quicken and cement 
human affections, caU forth and consoUdate, in social and civil commonwealth, our 
best citizens by their best purposes. We are a nation, Saxons, Germans, Norwe­
gians, Celts, the American nation, by virtue of the highest warrant, a national 
compact, a national patriotism sealed in truth and directed toward progress. We 
shall do weU to remember, in this our centennial year, that the truly integrating, 
constructive forces of our national life are Uberty and justice—the Uberty of man 
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and woman in the fuU exercise of every power, and justice towards each, in that 
this Uberty is limited to, and restrained by, a Uke exercise on the part of every 
other man of his powers. We shaU do weU to remember that the only disinte­
grating forces in this our nation are oppression, restriction, injustice. In our cen­
tennial festival no strife of laws, no confUct of nationaUties come in to mar our 
success, only a faint clamor of sections, and a fainter clamor of sects. The grand 
principles, the ideas of a social and civfl nationality stfll remain regnant, still rule 
out and crowd out those secondary interests which have hitherto constructed na­
tions, or have rent nations in pieces. Yet, the years of hardship are the years of 
sacrifice and so the years of patriotism. We are fast passing into that easy pros­
perity, that enlarged wealth, which engender selfishness and corruption, hush 
patriotism, and subject to fatal strain all social ties. In two directions smothered 
voices of strife indicate our time to be critical, and disclose the weakness of our 
organic principles. The first is the incipient straggle between capital and labor. 
These two are opposite sides of one productive, commercial power, and cannot be­
gin to fall apart without dissolving fundamentally our social ties. Tlie road up­
ward must be kept open through every gradation of labor and every gradation of 
capital; so open that any citizen may safely travel it. Justice, just restraints and 
Oifly just restraints, absolute legal equality, the steady repression on either hand of 
all depredation, good-will — these are the remedies to that insidious, deep-seated 
strife that divides the poor from the rich, and runs along every class-line, creating 
and accumulating hatred, tfll it becomes the thunderbolt of war. Wealth in our land 
needs once more, needs at once, laying aside every legal advantage, to settie dovt-n 
quietiy, like a refreshing rain-cloud, on the parched, barren fields of poverty, to take 
them up in its nutritive processes and restore to them fertflity and beauty. Every 
form of cooperation, every way in which capital submits itself freely to labor, should 
be our earnest, patriotic study this coming century, that the two ends in society, 
the poor and the rich, now parting in our industrial march, may be draAvn together 
once more, and knit together afresh in social strength. A second direction in which 
I cateh the sound of discord and division is education. A distrust, slight and par­
tial, I beUeve, but real, is felt toward our pubUc school system. Its friends hesi­
tate to carry it forward to its legitunate conclusions; its enemies venture to attack 
it in aU its branches. Our nationality, as a nationaUty of ideas, can be sustained 
and advanced only by general and enlarged knowledge; can only be so fed as 
itself to feed patriotism by general and enlarged knowledge. This general and 
this enlarged instruction calls for and includes equally the common school, the 
high school and the university. This is the logical outcome of our system, our 
fundamental trath, and we cannot hesitate in its development Avithout endanger-
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ing aU, without first arresting growth and then slowly falUng into decay. Tlie 
lack of courage is the lack of stiength. Conference and daUiance are the pre-
Uminaries of retreat. The intelUgence of the people, large and pervasive, that 
they may rule, and rale safely, this is our national thought, and when we stagger 
in its unfolding, this our national Ufe is giving ground, and dividuig forces wfll 
assail us on every side. 

" We start our second centennial with renewed occasion, on account of the 
greater territorial extension of our people, their -wider divisions in reUgion, in 
social customs and intelUgence, for this, our first trath, pubUc and complete edu­
cation; and 1 fear we also start it with some Uttle hesitancy as to its appUcation. 
Once more, I say our nationaUty is a nationality of ideas, and when the constructive 
idea trembles the standard is falling. I saw the other day, in a clear sky and a 
brisk wind, our loved national emblem, that has a thought for every stripe, a his­
tory for every star, floating freely from our State Capitol. It would, in a moment 
of relaxation or a veering wind, gather its folds close to the staff, and then sud­
denly send forth its rippling bars in fuU extension. Our national principles may-
flag a Uttie, may faU into the luU of truism, but from time to time we must un­
fold them with a fresh breath of enthusiasm, and spread them athwart the Ught 
once more in living, glowing colors. 

" Citizens of Racine, 1 am glad that you propose to date afresh the centennial 
year with a patriotic improvement. The beautifying of your city is such an im­
provement. A city belongs to aU its inhabitants; it is that which they hold in 
common. I trust that broad encircUng avenues, starting from the shore Une and 
running thence far out and far around Avith a cheerful embrace of foUage, wfll 
return again to the shore line, gathering up and uniting your city with bands of 
life to the water of your lake, and putting you in closest feUowship Avith these 
your local conditions of beauty. Simple squares, dropped at random in a city are 
cheerless. The bufldings seem forced back by a poUceman, and Uke a crowd, to 
press only the more closely upon each other for the ground that they have reluct­
antly surrendered. Shaded avenues passing into and out of parks unite and 
weave together an entire city. The gala, civic procession can encompass it, 
spread itself out in open spaces Uke a lake in a river, or gather itseU up easfly and 
again flow on. The city is put everywhere in feUowship with circulating an-, with 
Ught and relaxation. There is a time in the growth of a city, whfle it is cartflagi-
nous and has not yet whoUy turned into bone, into brick and stone, in which 
improvement should be inaugurated. This time is yours, this centennial year is 
yours, and among the patriotic forces that shaU bind you to your country, you do 
well to include that love of the beautiful which quickens the pulse of every citizen 
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in a beautiful city. It is always dangerous to begin to bufld the monuments of 
the fathers and to garnish their sepulchers. We shaU only protect ourselves from 
the maUgn influences of empty honors rendered to dead virtues, by imitating at 
the same instant and in the same act the new efforts demanded by living virtues. 
To beautify the lands our fathers left us, to enlarge and enrich its parks, to Aviden 
and adorn its highways, to make enviable its out-door common life; this is the 
honor we render the dead, for this makes visible and complete their work, carries 
it forward to its fraition of beauty and strength. 

Nor ought we to fail in our centennial year to receive a fresh pulsation of patri­
otism, caught from our early history. We are already suffering from the un­
patriotic effects of distance and strength. We are too great, too independent of 
each other, too remote from one another in our large land, not to give some occa­
sion to indifference, jealousy and contempt. It wfll be but a thriftless parsimony 
of labor and money if we, as a state, fafl to be so represented at our centennial 
and national festival, that without envy and detraction we can, through aU the 
summer months, behold with pride and congratulation the industry and art of our 
sister states, knowing that we, too, are equal partakers in their future. That 
our national Ufe is not missing its natural and just developments, we have 
most grateful proof in the position achieved by the women of the state, and 
in the enthusiasm and success with which they are assuming and meeting new 
responsibflities. This double-handed labor is the truly distmctive feature of the 
occasion and the age, and vriU in later years be felt to be so even more than now. 
A great want does not at the outset weU know itself. It requires the perspective 
of many years to reveal its magnitude. We have a large inheritance, and it 
wfll require large virtues, now as hitherto, to use and hold it. These virtues 
and the social truths which are the only sure foundations of these national virtues, 
we need now to renew and enlarge. This is the mission of the evening, the duty 
of the year, and we would kindle our courage from courageous hearts, and en­
large our wisdom with those Avise thoughts that command the future in prophetic 
oversight." 

Then followed the medley chorus by the Centennial choir, 
which was executed in a masterly manner, and loudly applauded. 

Senator DOOLITTLE, introducing Dr. DEKOVEN, prefaced the 
introduction by stating that he understood that Mr. J. I. CASE 

had tendered $1,250 for the Centennial improA'ements; $1,000 
for the improvement of parks, and $250 for St. Lukes Hos-
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pital. Dr DEKOVEN was then introduced, and spoke as fol­
lows : 

" O U E COLLEGES." "' 

" It is true of nations, as it is of individuals, that they have an outer and in­
ner life. The former is that which is in the mouths of men, which is written 
down in newspapers, which is discussed in the halls of legislation, which is acted 
in the deeds which make a nation famous or infamous, which moves peacefuUy on 
in times of rest, and which is fought out on battle fields. The inner Ufe of na­
tions, on the other hand, escapes the observation of most people; it is unnoticed, 
except by the quiet thinkers, sometimes away from the noise of action, and often 
it is unknown until men can look back over a long period of time and understand 
because they can look back upon it. This inner Ufe is the result of a variety of 
forces; the physical strength or weakness of the nation, its belief in God and the 
supernatural world, its exact regard to the unvarying laws of nature, of provi­
dence and of revelation, the laws of the one Law Giver who speaks in them aU; 
and of the intellectual movements which urge the nation hither and thither, and 
which are to some degree the result of physical and moral forces combined. 

"The history of the coUeges of this country is as fair an exponent as can be 
found of the inteUectual forces which have acted upon the American people. Of 
course I do not mean to say that there have not been mighty intellectual forces 
quite independent of aU colleges; never was there a country in modem times, 
where this has been more frequently trae, and yet I beUeve that the history of 
American CoUeges, whether they have been a monument in behalf of higher 
reUgious education, the outeome of individual effort, or the earnest care of the 
state for the training of its children, wfll be found to be on the whole a record of 
the intellectual life of the United States of America in its weakness and in its 
strength. I wiU go further and say, that when the history of these colleges, 
whether they have f afled or succeeded, comes to be written, no nobler story of 
self denial and earnestness, of patient waiting and faithful labor, can be found in 
the annals of our country. I believe, too, these educational efforts have required 
the same virtues exercised in another sphere, which fought the battles of the rev­
olution and did the mighty deeds which, on anniversary after anniversary, we 
commemorate in this centennial year. Thus I connect the sentiments to which I 
have been commissioned to respond, with the glorious memories which make this 
day of this year what they are. There is perhaps another and a deeper connec­
tion, to which I hope I may allude. Thoughtful writers upon political subjects 
have thought they detected a great danger in the most democratic of aU the prin-
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dples which have guided this nation — a danger which I myself believe to be a 
great one; I refer to universal suffrage. The legislators and the governors of 
the American people are elected by a numerical majority; there is no such thing 
anywhere as a representation of the minority. It is unlikely, almost impossible, 
indeed even with the widest diffusion of popular education, that the numerical 
majority shaU elect to represent the deepest thought of the nation. Nor is this 
due to any fault in the masses of the people; it is simply because the masses of 
the people must, from the nature of the case, have less leisure and less opportu­
nity for reflection than the minority. The unthinking and uninformed are not 
likely to elect the thoughtful, the careful discemers, the men who seeing all sides 
of a question cannot echo readfly the popular outeries; in short, the very persons 
who can be statesmen, not politicians. Hence, a recent traveler of distinction in this 
country, in writing back to his native land his impresions of America, amid much 
to admire, stated that " he noticed that the most cultivated, thoughtful people of 
the nation were graduaUy becoming a disfranchised class; they took no great 
interest in poUtical questions, they rarely voted, they stood one side, and that to 
the great loss of the country." 1 am not quoting the exact language of the gen­
tleman in question, but this was its purport; and just so far as the statement is 
trae, in that proportion is it a startling one. It seems to me as if I notice a 
species of reaction against this difficulty, as if the people were beginning here and 
there to look to the men who have given the great economical, financial, inter­
national and poUtical questions the greatest consideration, for help on the elucid­
ation of the great problem, how to make this land a progressive, and at the same 
a conservative republic. Much of the prosperity of this land has been due to the 
virtues of that long Une of heroes, of which WASHINGTON was the first and great­
est, but more even has been due to proAridential circumstances. Take away from 
us our vast extent of country, our virgin sofl, our immense mineral resources, and 
some problems, which we fancy repubUcan institutions settle, would have to be 
met here just as weU as under a despotism. Whenever that day comes the poU­
tician must stand aside, and the statesman must take his place, or alas! for the 
land. When then on Washington's birthday in the centennial year, the people 
place m the prefront, as a sentiment, to be responded to, the "CoUeges of the 
Country," they bear -witness to the mighty truth, that a true repubUc ignores no 
one of the mighty forces which make up a nation's life, but as it recalls the past, 
and looks forward to the future, blends with the memory of patriotism and the 
heroism of its elder days, the hope, that honor and virtue, and faith and trae in­
teUectual vigor shall make, in the time to come, this fair land aU that its sons 
pray that it may be." 
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Dr. DEKOVEN'S remarks were most enthusiastically received, 
and were followed by a well executed quartette by Messrs. 
JONES, HYEE, BEEWEE and PEITCHAED. 

Dr. CHAPIN, president of the Beloit College, followed with an 
elaborate address on the importance of the education acquired in 
our homes, as bearing upon the prosperity of the nation. 

BEOECKEE'S baad furnished music for the entertainment of the 
audience, while the choir were preparing for the production of a 
piece written by HAYDN. This was given in costume, with all the 
musical instruments known to childhood, together with the piano, 
drums and other instruments, in perfect harmony. The whole 
was under the direction of Prof. HYEE, with Miss MCCLUEO 

and Miss WAED at the piano. The other performers are named 
as foUoAvs: Mrs. Dr. PECK, Miss STELLA WHITE, Miss IDA BULL, 

Miss KITTY COOLEY, Miss COEA CAEE, Mrs. GEO. SINGEE, Mr. 
PiiiLO HOY, Miss WESTCOTT, Miss IDA CANFIELD, Miss FOSTEE. 

Letters were then read from those unable to be present, and 
sentiments inclosed: 

GOV. 

STATE OP WISCONSIN, EXECUTIVE DBPABTMBNT, 

, MADISON, W I S . , February 18, 1876. 

MBS. H . S. DUEAND, Racine: Madam — I regret to say that my public duties 
are such that it wfll bs impossible for me to attend the celebration of Washing­
ton's birthday, but at your request I send you the foUoAving sentiment: "The 
mothers of Wisconsin: may they emulate the patriotism of the women of the Rev­
olution, and like them inspire their sons with such a loyalty to freedom and truth 
as shaU cause their fame to grow brighter and brighter with each succeeding Cen­
tennial." RespectfuUy yours, 

H. LUDINGTON. 

C H I E F J U S T I C E E Y A N ' S L E T T E E . 

SUPREME COURT, MADISON, February 18,1876. 

Dear Madam—I take the first moment possible to reply to the note which you 
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have done me the honor to Avrite, and in compUance with your flattering sugges­
tion, I beg leave to propose to you as a sentiment for your Centennial festival: 
"The women at both ends of the century, those who rocked and those who are 
rocking the cradle of American civflization. A good generation can come only of 
good mothers. Heroes and statesmen are but the brightest jewels of the matrons 
who bore and nurtured them; and the present hope of the nation is that the wo­
men of this day may give to the future a generation of as noble men and women 
as the women of that day gave to the past." 

With the greatest respect, m-adam, 
Your obedient servant, 

E . G. RYAN. 

Gen. ATWOOD, of the State Journal, was unable to be present 
on account of previous engagements, but proposed by letter the 
following sentiment: 

" Women and the Centennial. In the aid the women are extending to the Cen­
tennial enterprise, they give renewed evidence of their patriotism, their intelU­
gence, and their wfllingness to join with the men, in promoting every good work; 
and render more certain than ever the great truth that ' woman is the greatest 
and best gift of God to man.'" 

Sincerely and truly yours, 
DAVID ATWOOD. 

Mrs. J . E. DOOLITTLE, chairman of the Union Centennial Ex-
ecutiA'e Committee of Eacine, presented the following sentiment: 

" The representative women of 1776 and 1876." 

The following response by Mrs. THOEP, Avas read by Judge 
DOOLITTLE: 

The heroes and victories of 1776 furnish themes for the orators and artists of 
1876. They stand out in bold reUef, and in gloAving colors upon the canvas which 
the receding century has unroUed to our view. The meUoAving and modifying 
tints which furnish the Ughts and shadows in the grand perspective of this historic 
picture are the feminine elements, which are Avrought into the beautiful back­
ground of the scene, and are shedding their OAvn luster upon its prominent fea-
tiires. Mary and Martha Washington are remembered and honored as the mother 
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and wife of the greatest hero of our repubUc. Their womanly grace and dignity 
have given richness and depth to the light which plays about the brow upon which 
the world gazes with almost reverential awe. The heroic age of the repubUc has 
passed away. Qualities with wliich heroes were endowed in the olden time do 
not, as a rale, mark the statesmen of our period, and we look inquiringly for the 
higher good which the unopened records of the future contain. The surging ele­
ments of our national Ufe are crystaUzing into new forms. The great Master is 
giving a model for the enduring marble, and we wait to see if it bear the name of 
hero, or of heroine. Let us hope that the twain, each faithfully represented and 
both united, shaU be in truth one. The voices of the present announce to us in 
weU defined tones, that it is only through the pathways of refomi and progress 
that we are to preserve the Uberties we have inherited. A trae and just standard 
of womanhood is the magnet that Avfll uplift and hold to its highest level, the 
moral strength and power of this generation. Therefore, the logic of history 
points to the necessity of stronger and more positive aims in the rearing and edu­
cation of women. Events, as in aU the past, are the indices which wfll mark the 
highway of progress. Revolutions in thought and action vnU make its advancing 
steps easy and pleasant, until our chfldren stand upon the heights of a broader 
and better civilization than is at present embraced within the scope of our pro­
phetic vision. The representative women of 1876 are those who, through faith 
and labor, are patiently striving to purify our national fountains, so that every 
stream and rivulet that flows therefrom shaU be to us a life giving power. These 
are the Marys and Marthas whose memories the passing years shall enshrine in 
the bloom of perennial youth. 

Dr. P. E. HOY then briefly spoke of what science had done. 
His remarks were as follows: 

" What has science accomplished -ivithin the last century?" What a moment­
ous question; the mind recofls at the thought of speaking five minutes on a sub­
ject that would require days simply to enumerate the benefits which science has 
conferred on the human family within the last hundred years. Not one of the 
numerous manufactories — the pride and bulwark of our city — could proceed one 
moment if all that pure science has contributed within the last century should be 
•withdraAvn. Then we should have no railways or steam engines; the day would 
be silent and gloomy, the night dark and cold, for we should have no gas or kero­
sene, no matehes, stoves or furnaces. Science and art; are so mixed up in every 
department of human knowledge, that it would be impossible to withdraw the 

14 
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one Avithout destroying the other. Science is the foundation and the roof, and art 
has contributed the fiUing to complete the beautiful fabric. In medicine and sur­
gery, science has achieved wonderful results. Those surgical operations that were 
the most painful are now painless. Through the blessing of ansesthesis we can 
sleep, unconscious that the keen knife is piercing the most sensitive part. By san­
itary means we can successfuUy ward off epidemics; we no longer tremble at the 
approach of cholera. Even croup, less than one century ago, was known as the 
death ratties, and at its approach all hands were palsied; death was the rale; now 
it is the exception. Vaccination has deprived one of the most loathsome of hu­
man diseases of its sting. This alone has added five years to the average of 
human Ufe. What a triumph is this, for the last century. We have pierced the 
solid rock to the depth of nearly one-fourth of a mfle, and lo! there gushes up a 
copious flow of pure water, to the deUght and convenience of our citizens. The 
sun has not only been coaxed to paint exquisite pictures, but has been compeUed 
to tum engraver as weU. By means of the spectroscope the distant stars have 
been interrogated, and answered back to science the secret of their composition. 

" But of aU the marvelous achievements of modem science, perhaps the electric 
telegraph is the greatest. It is one perpetual miracle which no famfliarity can 
render commonplace. And we are proud to know that America has justly appro­
priated the greatest share of the honor. The Ughtning is made the vehicle, not 
of matter, but of thought, to carry messages to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
thus estabUshing a more intimate relation between man and man, race and race, 
nation and nation. Who does not feel his heart sweU with pride when he con­
templates these trophies of human inteUigence and thought? The straight jacket 
of ignorance, superstition and bigotry no longer cramp and cripple investigation 
in any department of knowledge, so that science is now freer and stronger than 
ever. Wliat marvelous wonders may we not expect from the busy hands of sci­
ence during the next one hundred years? " 

At the conclusion of the remarks of the many gentlemen upon 
the stage, there followed a grand march, in procession, of the 
representatives of each nation upon the face of the civilized 
globe. 

Tableau and march, under the direction of Mrs. ST. GEOKGE 

.and Miss MCCLUEG. 

The closing march and tableau were very fine. The different 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 2 1 1 

nations were represented by a young lady attired in appropriate 
costume, attended by a young gentleman; 

AMEEICA — leading the march of nations, was represented by 
Miss LAUEA WILD, dressed in red and white striped skirt, a blue 
silk overskirt and Avaist, dotted with stars, and a star diadem. 
Followed by 

ENGLAND — represented by Miss KITTIE DUNCOMB, in white 
dress trimmed with red and white roses, a plumed helmet on her 
head; she was attended by H. SANDEESON, appropriately dressed 
as an officer in her majesty's service. 

SCOTLAND—represented by Miss HETTIE CASE, in the beauti­
ful suit of the Highland lassie; her attendant was CHAS. WAED, 

who wore the Highland suit; they were well chosen to represent 
Scotland. 

IEELAND — Miss LYDIA BULL ; a white cashmere dress trimmed 
with shamrock leaves, green satin bodice, and shamrock wreath 
in her dark hair; W. B. EEILY was her escort, with complete 
suit to match. 

WALES — Miss ELLA FOSTEE; this suit was copied from a por­
trait of a Welsh maiden of " Lang Syne;" a quilted skirt with 
purple brocade overdress and low Avaist laced over a white waist, 
with a straw hat, made a very fine looking Welsh lassie; Mr. 
JEWELL was her attendant. 

FEANCE — Miss KITTIE MAY, in an Alsatian peasant costume, 
blue skirt, red bodice, white waist, with the well known Alsatian 
bow on her head. Escorted by L. A. EITTMANN, in full peasant 
dress. 

GEEMANY — Miss FLOEA KNAPP, in a peasant suit of black, 
with red trimmings and white waist; very appropriately wore 
the wooden shoes so commonly seen in Germany. L. HALL was 
a jolly little German peasant, and dressed in full suit. 
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SwiTZEELAND — Miss SALLIE W I L D ; a red skirt with black 
bodice, white Avaist, with usual pointed hat with red band, hair 
in braids; and W. DUNCOMB, in a corresponding suit. 

ITALY — Miss NELLIE SMITH, in striped skirt, bodice with 
shoulder knots, long apron, and square head-dress and veil; with 
L. MILLEE in a very nicely arranged peasant's suit. 

EussiA was nicely represented by Miss KATE COOLEY, in red 
and green velvet trimmed with ermine, square green cap; es­
corted by M. HILL, in black fur-trimmed suit. 

SCANDINAVIA — Miss L. DAGGETT; a very nice suit that was 
almost entirely brought from Sweden; blue skirt, striped apron, 
red neck-handkerchief, and head-dress; and E. FUEGESON, in 
knee-breeches, blouse, and broad hat. 

GEEECE — Miss IDA BULL, in white underskirt, blue tunic, 
with Grecian border as trimming, attended by Mr. PAULSEN, 

made one of the best representations of the evening. 
SPAIN — Miss IDA COLVIN ; an elegant suit of scarlet, yellow 

and black lace; with MYEON KNAPP, as her Cavalier, with cloak 
and plumed hat; they made a truly Spanish-like couple. 

TABLEAU — The Goddess of Liberty, Mrs. I. M. HILL, in 
proper costume, seemed looking doAvn upon these various nations 
as if desirous of gathering them all under her protecting care. 

The coat of arms of our state was represented by a beautifully 
made shield, four feet high, properly painted, with the Badger 
above, and Commerce and Agriculture on either side; CHAELES 

WASHBUEN as Agriculture, and L. ELLIOT as Commerce, in ap­
propriate costumes. 

This closed the exercises of the evening; all returned to their 
homes well satisfied. More of these centennial entertainments 
should follow in goodly array. 
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ACKNOWLEDGME^ TS. 

Many other reiinions of Centennial Clubs deserve mention, 
but OAving to the absence of official reports must be omitted in 
our selections. Among these, was an assemblage at the Wis­
consin State Hospital for the Insane, by the courtesy and invi­
tation of its late lamented Superintendent, Dr. MCDILL. I t 
was on one of our charming moonlight summer evenings, after a 
heated day, that a large company, including many distinguished 
visitors in the city, Aveie borue on the SAvift wings of steam to 
this cool retreat, and received the cordial welcome and hospitali­
ties of the Doctor and his family. The evening was passed in 
social enjoyment. 

The second monthly reunion of the Eed, White and Blue 
Club was held at the home of Dr. and Mrs. INGMAN. Our 
young friends giA-e us gloAving descriptions of the entertain­
ment furnished by the accomplished hostess, and this centennial 
party will be long remembered. 

Mrs. JOHN N . JONES, Avife of the present Mayor of Madison, 
opened her spacious home on the Mendota ridge, on a winter's 
night, to receive our State and Eed, White and Blue Clubs, 
which reunion Avas among the most charming gatherings of 
Madison's gay season. 

In Beloit vigorous centennial Avork has been accomplished, and 
many public entei'tainments held of which we have receiA^ed no 
reports. The 22d of December was observed there, and through­
out the State, more generally than any other national anniver­
sary. Too much cannot be said of the energy and successful 
centennial labors of the Beloit ladies. Whatever they have 
attempted, either in the line of entertainments, financial eflbrt, 
or in the illustration of artistic taste and culture, they have 
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proven themselves eminently qualified to accomplish. Their 
exhibit Avill be an enduring evidence of their love and loyalty to 
each other and to their country. 

We have been in frequent receipt of letters from ladies who 
have accepted the position of chairman in small towns, express­
ing regret at their inability to effect organizations, after much 
diligent eflbrt to this end. With hearts alive to the interests of 
the enterprise, they have felt great discouragement. The ear­
nestness and faith of these noble women have gone far to 
strengthen the hearts and stay up the hands of those who have 
been able to accomplish more by reason of better facilities. 

But the spirit is one, and to all such we desire to say — your 
Avords and deeds have sustained us in our arduous work. The 
small sums of money you liaA-e sent us from your own purses, or 
as the contribution of friends who sympathise with you, haA'e 
represented far more to us than their financial A'alue. They have 
aided in lifting us aboA-e the depressing infiuences of indiffer­
ence and inertia which we have too often encountered, where 
money and position are synonymous for self indulgence and 
frivolity. If we had failed to accomplish any other result, Ave 
should find abundant compensation in the fact that there are so 
many true, earnest women who are thoroughly aAvake to the in­
fluence Avliich our centennial has and will accomplish for the 
higher development of woman. As prominent in the list, we 
are happy to make honorable mention of Mrs. Dr. W M . FOX, of 
Oregon. Living in a small place she might have excused her­
self on the plea of limited facilities, acting as chairman, secre­
tary and treasurer. Her words of sympathy and her quota of 
money were CA'er ready at call. We are also grateful to the fol-
loAving ladies, AVIIO have essentially assisted and encouraged us, 
and wl.om Ave recognize as earnest cooperators: 
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Mrs. E. E. PHILLIPS, Stevens Point. ' , , etl 
Mrs. H. H. GEAY, Darlington. ; ;, 

Mrs. P . M. PEEKINS, Burlington. 
Mrs. DANIEL SHAAV, West Eau Claire. 
Mrs. Dr. Du Bois, Lake Mills. 
Mrs. H. GEAHAM, Eau Claire. 

Centennial Club, Jefferson. 
Centennial Club, Eeedsburg. i 
Centennial Club, Eipon. 

Names of centennial organizations, Avith their presiding offi­
cers, will be found engraved within the Memorial Shrine. 

CENTENNIAL THOUGHTS OF WOMAN. 

In the progress of knowledge and Christianity has come the 

conviction that the province of woman's activities is as broad as 

the interests of humanity; that she, too, in common with man, 

has the world for her field, and its physical, intellectual and spir­

itual kingdoms for her inheritance. 

Thus truth involves an active participation in all measures and 

movements that pertain to public or private welfare, whether 

of government, of church, of school, of society, or of the home. 

The mischiefs that have issued from a less-enlarged view of 

woman's mission have been, still are, and must ever be, most 

disastrous. The magnitude of her work demands, first of all, the 
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broadest self-culture the resources of the age can offer. Woman 

can not value too highly her own acquisitions, for the measure 

of her individual strength will be the measure of the strength 

she will bring to the household, to society, to the state. The 

more woman is impressed with the Avorth of humanity, the more 

fully she accepts her UCAV reA'elation — now borne in upon her by 

the experience of the past, and the needs of the present — the 

more she realizes the infinite scope of the high career to which 

she is noAV called, the more eagerly will she respond to every op­

portunity for the development of her powers, the more diligent­

ly Avill she seek for truth and growth, and the more patiently 

will she bring into subjection to the law of wisdom and love 

each wayward and frivolous impulse. 

Every department of human effort needs the direct influence 

of intelligent womanhood, and every woman needs the discipline 

and general information which a participation in public affairs 

can alone furnish. By large individual acquirements and 

breadth of comprehension, woman must command that respect 

upon which her usefulness will depend. Fields of art, science and 

literature, the learned professions and all honorable callings must 

be familiar to her, open to her pursuit. Self-reliance and inde­

pendence of character are best acquired in some noble sphere of 

activity which woman's special aptitudes or intellectual instincts 

may choose. By such practical training, her OAATI life is greatly 

enriched and the world benefited; while the mental discipline, 

culture and self-control thus obtained are especially serviceable 
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to woman in the well ordering of her household, and in the per­

formance of its holy duties. 

As the ideal of a Christian home is advanced, as its far-reach­

ing blessings are more highly appreciated, and its close relations 

to the community are better understood, it is more fully and 

clearly revealed what wealth of intellectual and spiritual power 

may Avisely be employed in its service. 

We do well to beware, lest our very reverence of home, nar­

rowing our thoughts concerning it, narrow also our preparation 

for its duties. He who so prizes the bible as to read it only, 

will poorly understand its teachings, will miss altogether some 

of its far-reaching principles, and pervert others to his own 

moral injury. 

Home must, indeed, be the center of divine beneficences; but 

that it may be this center, it must also gather into itself all dis­

cipline and wisdom. The moment the wife and mother allows 

her energies and interests to be absorbed in the family, and be­

comes indifferent to public measures, and to the welfare of other 

homes and of the no-homes, that moment deterioration com­

mences in herself and in her household. Household selfishness 

is but a small remove from personal selfishness, and its retribu­

tion is as certain. We cannot forget the brotherhood of the 

race, and withdraw our sympathies and activities from its com­

mon well-being, and prosper in our individual or family life. 

Not thus can we unite ourselves to God's work in the world. 

Seclusion and exclusion in the home is the rock on which many 

families have been fatally shipwrecked. 
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The richest ministrations of unselfish love and unwearying 

patience must have the support of broad intelligence for their 

effectual infiuence. The mother's knowledge of public affairs 

and outside activities must deserve the respect of her sons, that 

her much-needed counsels in the important steps of their lives 

may be valued and obeyed. Affection, in a world to be guided 

and restrained, can never be a substitute for that knoAvledge that 

wins and holds an attentive ear. I t may greatly aid the word 

of wisdom, it can never replace it. 

The mother, above all others, is most vitally concerned in 

public movements. Unjust government, unrighteous social en­

actments, uuAvise school regulations, imperfect sanitary laws, 

each and all of them, may defeat the mother's high purposes, 

and bring ruin to the home, howcA'cr faithfully she may have 

labored within its precincts for its highest perfection. 

From our homes then, and in behalf of our homes — the true 

sources of a nation's intellectual and spiritual wealth — comes 

the earnest plea that woman should have a voice in the adminis­

tration of national affairs. 

To-day man proudly celebrates the close of his first Centennial of 

freedom. To swell his triumphs, woman brings her contributions, 

but brings them the more joyfully as with the eye of faith she 

sees the approaching inauguration of her own Centennial. Her 

inspired vision beholds the promise of the future, the glories that 

shall be, when humanity shall be enriched by the highest 

achievements, holiest aspirations, and grandest possibilities of 

the whole race. The present holds the future; that future, then. 
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springing from these infolding forces will be soul-satisfying and 

sufficient, according as the household, gathering into itself all re­

generative, expansive agencies, transforms the home of the fcAV 

into the heaven of the many. 

All hail to this opening kingdom of enlarged powers, virtues 

and pleasures. EMMA C. BASCOM. 

EEMINISCENCE. 

I t is pleasant Avlien the harvest-home is shouted and the in­

gathering garnered, to contemplate the labors of the season, esti­

mate the gains and losses, and ponder the lessons of the hour, 

for future guidance and profit. 

Thus, as the interest in our National Exhibition gathers vol­

ume from its near approach, some utterances are forced upon 

us, concerning the advantages accruing to woman, in conse­

quence of her share in the work, as well as on kindred subjects 

affecting the well being of our sex. 

When the demand came from our nation's birthplace, for all 

that " Science, Art and Labor could outpour, from all their myr­

iad horns of plenty," to grace the new century's natal day, and 

woman was called upon for the first time in the world's history 

to assist in a national service, every true feminine soul in the 

land marked Avitli gratitude this step of progress in her ascend-
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ing scale, and many from it horoscoped the bright star of her 

future. 

The pronounced object of the exhibition being to display to 

the world the material productions, manufactures and handi­

crafts, in which after a century's culture, each State had ex­

celled, woman when accepting her recognition as helper, anx­

iously asked the question, how she should represent herself on 

the festal day of her country. Not where in miles of palace 

halls shall be arrayed, 

" Rich in model and design. 
Harvest tools and husbandry, 
Loom and wheels and engin'ry, 
Secrets of the hidden mine — 
Steel and gold and com and Avine, 
Fabric rough or fairy fine. 
Sunny tokens of the Line, 
Polar marvels and a feast 
Of wonder out of West and East." 

Not in the range of material products could woman find her 

niche, and the problem where, and how, she should place herself 

before the world, brought to light the advanced ground she had 

almost unconsciously gained. 

In the past, her departments of housewifery, in culinary arts, 

or the uses of the needle, were exhibited at State and County 

Fairs, as the only representation of the life and labors of our 

sex. And how loudly they spoke of toil and tedious routine ! 

We reverence the patience and long suffering with which the 

pioneer mothers bore the rigors of their lot, and wonder not, 
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that the idea of Heaven, to many of them, was tired hands, 

folded on the clean Avhite apron, after the day's tasks were done. 

A better day daAvns on us. Now, men and machinery com­

pete in supplying the daily recurring Avants of the body, and 

woman is greatly emancipated from many a domestic hardship 

and endurance, once her special proAdnce. While in America, 

in former times, rude arts and primeval life circumscribed 

woman's power to make the most of her mental abilities, in 

some other countries more silken bonds have been around her, 

and those degrading. 

Says GEO. W M . CUETIS, in his recent lecture on " Woman of 

the Old Time and the New," " Yesterday is gone and to-day is 

come. The fretted slave of the Greek household, and the idle 

toy of the Chesterfield age have given place to a better idea, and 

we go forward with God's blessing to find the true woman in 

the free American homes." 

Although it is only the morning of our brighter day which 

the UOAV century will bring to a glorious noontide; although the 

night watchman on the hill top, hailing the glad light, has but 

just ceased his cry, already many women hold the arena as 

authors, artists and sculptors, as well as in the learned profes­

sions, and in departments of business, requiring skill and prob­

ity, Avhile all AVIIO have discerned the blessed dawning, have 

seized the cheering promise of a higher phase of spiritual life. _ 

We were not surprised to learn that all culinary and needle 

efforts, with the exception of embroideries and lace work, which t / .y 
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rank among the fine arts, were excluded from the National Jubi­

lee, as unworthily representing the woman of to-day. 

I t was seen at once, that the high and holy oflnice, distinctively 

woman's right and honor as priestess at the family altar, could 

not be displayed, and that a well ordered home, with the glad­

some light of household loves, could never be exhibited in»sam-

ples. Accordingly Avhen the demand for a quota came to us, 

the daughters of Wisconsin were for a moment perplexed and 

troubled, but by the far-seeing prescience, added to the un­

bounded energy, persistent effort and cultured taste of our State 

Chairman, the past year, has been made among the happiest in 

the lives of those most closely asssociated' with her, in this 

preparation time for the grand era. 

Our organizations have been in the highest degree enjoyable, 

and we do not hesitate to add, profitable. Without arrogating 

too much, we may speak of the processes of business, the 

promptness in action, the continuity of purpose which have 

been called for in the school of our experience, as educative 

and eminently useful for the future. 

Again, the enthusiasm enkindled, and the incentives pre­

sented by our devoted leader, have inspired many in our State 

to exert their best gifts in poesy and painting, and given them 

an impulse to high aspirations which Avill not rest with the 

occasion, but ripen into greater achievement and a full maturity. 

Still deeper has been an underlying current of sentiment and 

principle which has borne us on, and given us assurance that 



CENTENNIAL EECOEDS. 22{$ 

our progress has been in the right direction. Our exhibits 

speak for themselves, and are lovingly offered by the daughters 

of our State as an exponent of their endeavor, as well as a me­

mento and legacy to those who shall come after. If from this 

feast of the nations more is not evolved than meets the eye, then 

the millions of time and money expended Avill be wasted treasure. 

But from the united efforts of foreign countries and our own, to 

exhibit the tokens of highest civilization, all concentrating in one 

focal center, must fiow a generous rivalry, Avhich cannot fail to 

bring us a purer patriotism, more honorable and honest poli­

tics, and a truer recognition of the God of nations. And to 

woman, often through the ages a slave or bauble, and who some­

times in our age and land, under the increased freedom of her 

lot, has taken that vantage ground to bind herself with the 

shackles of fashion and conventional society — to her, who accepts 

the signs of the times, the open door of the coining century in­

vites to her true place. Then let woman, honored by the Di­

vine Master when in his human form, and by his first mani­

festation as the risen Savior, never dishonor herself by low 

standards, or be satisfied with criterions, obsolete in the light 

of to-day, of her sphere of duty and action. Let her progress 

be shadowed forth in this fresh spring-time, by the gentle but 

sure promise of perfection in the living plant, fed by Heaven's 

doAvs and Avarmed by its sunshine. 

" So from the root springs Ughter the green stalk, from thence the leave* 
More aery — last, the bright consummate flower." 

A. B. B. 
MADISON, April 3.5, 1876. 
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