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L l? T^ T^ I? "O W 

Fayage io the Bay, Defiripiion qf ii^ and of ila 
Gourde thiiber. Irrtipion qf ihe Spaniards iMi& 
ihe Country qf ihe Miffoiiri Indians^ md their De­
feat, Dames qf the Indians. 

Mickiitimakimif JM^ 2h 1711 # 

Madam^ 

SI N C K my laft letter^ I have made a voyage 
to the Bay^ which is tbouc four-fcore leagues 

ditlant from this poft. I took the advantage for this 
purpofe of goiijg in company with Monu Montig-
Uff capraui of a company of the troops whicfi the 
king inaiiitaiiis in ^Canada^ Knight of St l^ewii^ 
and whofe name is famous m the aiinali of the co* 
lony; but who is at k^ rqually ref{ie£led for 

• his probity^ and ibr his upright tipeii drporaienin 
md for his valour and iiillitary cxploiis. 

We f mh;irked the ad of July 111 the tierri&§ii# 
and for thirty fragiies coaieci alciiig a «i*ck of liiid 
which fcparates lim Michkaii from ktct S«|i€rior 1 
io fame pkcei ic k only i um lcag«ei mtf^mil k is 
fcarce pollibk 10 fee a more diftgrrcuble watntry 1 
but it 1$ tmmmmd by t toutifni rifer ctlkd L% 
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Mamftie, abounding in filh and efpecially ftur^ 
geon. A little farther inclining to the fbuthweftj 
you come to a large gulph, in the entry of which 
are a number of iflands, and which is called tht 
o-ulph or bay of the Noquets. This is the name of an 
fndian nadon, not very numerous, originally come 
from the coafts of lake Superior, and of which 
there remain only a few fcitcered families^ who 
have no fixed refidencc. 

The bay of the Noquets is feparated from the 
great bay only by che iflands of the Poutcwacamies, 
^hfch as I have already rercarkcd, were tlie anci* 
ent i;efidence of thefe Indians % moft of them are 
extremely well wooded ; but the only one that is 
now inhabited is neither the largcfl: nor the beft̂  
,and there remains a forty village, where, in fptte 
of all our endeavours,, we were obfigcd co pafs the 
night, as it was impoffible to refilt the prcfllng 
inftances of the inhabitants. For there is not a 
nation* in all Canada more fincerely attached to 
the French, than thefe Indians have been at all 
times. 

On the fixth^ we were ftopt almoft the whole 
day, by contrary winds, but it growing cahti in 
the, evening, we embarked a little after fuivfct, by 
the favour of a moft beauriful moon-lliine, and con­
tinued our v̂ oyage for f^r md twenty hours toge­
ther, having made only a very fmafl halr» whiiil 

^ we were faying mafs and at dinner. The fun %vas fo 
' burning hot, and the water of the bay fo warm, that 
the gum of our canoe melttd in feveral places. To 
cpmpkat our misfortune, the place where we went 
a&ore, was fo much infeft'cd with what are called 

• here marigouins and bruleaiis, a fpccies of very 
troublefpfne gnats, that we could not fo niurh z% 
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clofe our eyes, though we had not flept for two 
days; and as the weather was fine, and tĥ * mooa 
ihone bright^ we fet out again at three o^clock ia 
the morning* 

After we had advanced five or fix leagues, wc 
found ourfelves a breaft of a little ifland, whjch 
lies near the weftern fide of the bay, and which 
concealed from-our view, the mouth of a river, oa 
which ftands the village of the Malhomines Indi­
ans, called by our French Folks Avoims or Wild 
Oat Indians, probably from their living chiefly oit 
this fort of grain. The whole nation confifts only 
of this village, and that too imt very numerous.' 
*Tis really great pity, chey being the fincft and 
handfomcit men in all (JanaJii. lliey are «̂ ven of 
a larger ttaturc than the Poutewatamies. I have 
been affured thac they had the lame original and 
nearly the fame languages with the Noqiicti, and 
the Indians at the Falls. But they add that they 
'have likewife a language peculiar to themfelves^ 
which they never communicate. I have alfo bc-eii 
told feveral llnrie.s of thcni, as of a ferpent which 
vifits their vilhige cn̂ Ty year and is received with 
much ceremony, whiclii makes me believe them a 
little addidcd tu witchcialu 

A little below the ifiind the face of the country is 
entirely chanî ciK and from being very wiki, iw it is m 
far as this |)!ai i\ it brconir^i the iiiafi dcligiiitui in iht 
«niverfc. It h twm ti}mti\m\\ mmt jileafiiig and 
chearful than die Narraw*,; but ihciugli it k î very 
where covtrrcd with the fiiicft irccs, vtt it 1% more 
fandy^ and thrrefare Iffs tcrrtir* I h e Otchagm 
Indians, commcjidy called .Siinktrds, dwck for­
merly on the flxorc of ihc Bay, and in a niof 
cliarming ficuaiion*^ they wtre attacked here fey 
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the lilinoisj who killed a great number of them i 
the refl: of them took flielter on the riwr of the 
6utagamies, which falls into the bottom of the 
Bay. 

Here they fe tried on the banks of a kind of lake. 
And I do not know whether it is not from their 
Bving on fifli, with which the lake pientifully fup-
plies them, that they had the name of Stinkards 
given them, there being nothing to be feen along 
the whole {hovt where their cabbins were built̂  
but ftinking fifli, with which the air was perfedly 
infe£ted. it appears at leaft that this is the original 
of the name the other Indians had given them be­
fore us; and which has been communicated lo the 
Bay, from which they have n€?er gone to any con-
Tiderable diftance. Some time before they quitted 
their ancient poft, they had a mind to revenge 
the check they had got from the Illinois ^ but this 
cntcrprize occafioned them a new difaflcr, from the 
effe&s of which they have never recovered them­
felves. Six hundred of their beft warricirs em* 
barked, in order to go in qucft of fhe enemy j but 
as they were crofting Lake Miclfigan, tliey were 
furprized by a furious tcmpeft, in which they all 
pefiflied to a man* 

' We have in the Bay, a fort ercdcd cm the wef­
tern fliore of the river of the Outagamies, and half 
a league from its mouth; before you arrive at ir, 
ypu leave on your right a village of the Sakics* 
The Otchagras have lately fettled themfelves near 
ns, and have built their ctbbtns ciiittc round the 
fort* The mifiionary who m lodged pretty near 
thê  commandant,' is m hopc% ilmt when h^ fliall 
have learned their language, he may poflibly find 
more docility amongft them, than aiiioiigfl die 
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Sakies, with whom his labours have been fuffici* 
cntly unfuccefsfuL Both of them appear to be a 
very good fort of people and efpecially the for­
mer, whole greateft defed is, that they feem to 
be a little addided to thieving. Their language is 
very different from that of all the reft, which 
makes me believe, that it holds no refemblance 
with any of thofe of Canada. Thus, they have 
always had more commerce or intercourfe with the 
weftern nations, than with thoie with which weare 
acquainted. 

The Sakies, though few in number, are divided 
into two favions, one of which is in the intereft of 
the Outagamies, and the other in that of the Fou-
lewatamics* llaofe of them who arc fettled in this 
poft are moftly of the party of the latter, and con­
fequently arc friends to us* Hiey received the new 
commandant with great dcmonftradons of joy: the 
moment they were informed of his approach, they 
drew up under arms on the fliorc, and as foon as 
he appeared, faluted him mtli a difcharge of their 
ffiuflicts, which thc7 accompanied with |*,r!'at {li(mt% 
of joy. Afterwards four of their cliicf mvn wadrd 
into the river, till tlie water canic up to their mid­
dle; advanced up to his rano:% r.nd rfCfivrd liini 
on a large ro!*'C, comj'olcd of icvrral OdnH of roc* 
bucks well ihxwd ti>fpim\ whrrcnf eacli of them 
helil a conitn'. ta ihi*̂  mannrr ihf*y carriml him co 
his apartmeiir, whar they cinniiHrnrnicd IIIITÎ  and 
faki a great many things cxin mcl}* flaitcriiig. 

Next day, the chief); of the ttvo nations paid me 
avifir-, and one d ilic Oicbagraj; Ihcwed ine :i 
Cataloiiian piflcih *i p^ir i*f Kiiaiiilh UKK'^^ and I 
do not kiKiw what drug, wliirli a|)pearcd to me to 
be a fort of yhjliikiili All ilm liiey Imd rcceiveii 
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from'one oftheAionez, and the following Is the 
dccafion, by means of which thefe things fell into 
the hands of this perfon. 

About two years ago, fome Spaniards, wiso had 
come, as they fay, from New Mexko, with defign 
to penetrate as far as the country of the Illinois^ and 
to drive the French out of it, whom they faw with 
extreme regret approach fo near the Miffouri, de­
fcended this river and attacked two villages of the 
Odotatas, a people in alliance with the Aionez, 
from whom it is pretended they draw their ori­
ginal. As thefe Indians had no fire-arms, and be­
ing befides furprized, the Spaniards eafily fucceed­
ed in their enterprize, and made a great flaughter 
of them. A third village of the fame nation, and 
at no great diftance from the two others, making 
no doubt that the conquerors would pay them a vi­
fit, laid an ambufcade for them, into which the 
Spaniards blindly ftumbled. Others fay, that the 
Indians having learned that the Spaniards had al­
moft all of them got drunk, and were flceping in 
great fecurity, fell upon them in the night; and it is 
certain they cut the throats of almoft every one of 
them. 

There were two chaplains in this party, one of 
whom was killed in the beginning of the affair, and 
the other faved himfelf amongft the Miflburitrs who 
kepthim prifoner, and from whom he made his efcape 
in a very dexterous manner. He happened to htvc a 
very fine horfe, and the MiffQurites delighting in 
beholding him perform feats of h0rfemanlhipl he 
took the advantage of their curiofity, in order 
to get out of their hands. One day m he was 
fcamneting about in their prefence, he withcirrw 
iftfenfibly to a diftance, when clapping fpurs to his 
horfe, he inftantly difappearcd. i\% they mmk no 
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Other prifoner but him, it is not yet exadly known 
neither from what part of New Mexico thelc Spani­
ards came, nop with what defign : for what I firft 
told you of the affair, was founded upon thf* r<*pt>rrs 
of the Indians only, who perhaps had a mind to 
make their court to us by giving it to be under­
ftood, that they had done us a very material piece 
of fervice by this defeat. 

All they brought me was the fpoils of thechap« 
lain who had been killed, and they found likewife 
a prayer-book, which 1 have iiot. lien : this was 
probably his breviary. I bought the fiiftol : the 
Ihoes were good for nothini;; and the Indian would 
by no means part with the ointmi'iit, having taken 
it into his head, that it wai a fovtreign fi-iiiedy a* 

f ainft all (orm of evils, I was curious to know 
ow he intended to make iifc of i t ; he anfwcfcii 

that it was fuflcient to fwallow a little of it, and 
Mt the difeafe he what it would the cure was iiii-
mediate ; he did not fay however that he had as yee 
made trial of it, and I advifed him againft it* 
The Indians begin here to be very ignorant, and 
arc very far from feeing ih fcnfihle ur at It all lo 
communicative, as diofc whu have more t^imiiicrce 
with us. 

The day following, the Fukk^ c*ame in a con* 
idcrable body to tlm iuifriCJiuiry*fi lioute,\%heit I kid" 
gtd, ami be|E{_̂ ,al ttm W be picfeni at a rauntil tticfy 
were §pmg to hokk I ujiifiiitcd, and wlirri rv ?̂ry 
one had takitn Im pLi*f, i!ic* chit̂ f iaifl ;i r^tflir 
upim die ground brfoir riit% atid tlm urmm hrivik-
ing filence, befouglic mt\ in the mum of the whulc 
body, ro eiig t̂ge the Kin|̂  fti laki: ihmn uridrr !iî  

Iirotrdkm, and to purify flit* airs. wliiciH iWuUluj^ 
ltd been corrupted tar fbiiie ihiit* p^ift; which 

Vou IL F ap|)€iifcd 



( 66 ) 
appeared by the great number of fick they had in 
their villages, and to defend them againft their ene­
mies* 

J anfwered, that the King was indeed very power­
ful, and perhaps more fo than they thought ^ but 
that his power did not extend over tlie elements; 
and that when difeafes or any other fuch accidents laid 
wafl:e his provinces, he addrefied himfelf, in order to 
caufe them ceafe, to the Great Spirit who created the 
heaven and the earth, and who ak)ne is the love-
reign Lord of nature: that they fliould do the 
fame, and that they would find themlelves the bet­
ter for it', but that in order to merit being lieard, 
they muft begin with acknowledging him, and with 
rendering him that worfiiip and homage which he 

• has a right to exped from all reafonable creatures: 
and that they could not do any thing fetter or 
more agreeable to the King, than to hearken to the 
Father whom his Majefiy luid fent them, and to 
his inftrudions ; that he was a man beloved of 
heaven; that the manner in which he lived 
amongft them, could not fail to have c.uifed them 
conceive a great efteem for him; and chat Iiis cha-
rity towards the fick and all fuch as had any need 
of his affiftance, ought to Imn^, convinced them of 
that tender and fincere friendihip Ik! bore them : 
laftly, that I would by no means receive it, till 
after they had promifed to behave thrinltJves with 
regard to this mifiionary, in a quite different man­
ner from what they had hitherto done, and hcnce-

_ forth to remove all caufe of complaint agaiail thcin, 
with refped to their indocility. 

*« As to the proteftion of the King v Îiith you 
**̂  demand, and the requeft you have iiiatk: mc to 
^^ engage him to undertake your ilcfencc againlt: 

your 
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your enemies ; that great prince has already pre-
** vented your wiflies, and has given fufficient or-
" ders on that head to Oaoothio '*, who is of him-
** felf difpofed to execute them with all the 7.eal 
** and afifedioo qf a father f. This is what you 
«« need make no doubt of, if you pay a proper 
*̂  regard to the good qualities of the commandanc 
** he has fent you. It is not poffible you fliould 
*̂ be ignorant, and you appear to me pcrfcdiy 

^̂  well fatisfied that amongft all the French Cap-
^' tains there are few equal 10 him in valour; and 
«* you will have caufe co love him niil better than 
*̂  you now do/* This anfwer fecmed to fici fy 
them, and they promiicd much more than i kiit 
they will ever perform. Notwithtlanding I took 
their collar, which the miffionary flattered himfelf 
would be produdive of fame gpod efFcds* 

Oft the afternoon of the following d4y the IWQ khwx^^'' 
radons entertained us, one alter another, with die ^*ihe 
dance of the Calumet, in a great cfplariade f«sciogf|̂ 't'f^ |̂.̂ |*| 
the commandant^s apartment. There wan immt 
Tittle difK*rence in the manner in which ihcy per­
formed this dance ; but this was very iiKanfidci\it)'e. 

,. It only gave me to unde-rikiiKi, th îr rjiî fi* fkifts 
vary coniiderably : thuH it h impaifibli: to give* n 
defcription which may AI^/KT ro ul! of difni. The 
Otchagras divfrfified imm^wlut inure ihmr i'tmr>' 
tainmciic, and fhcwcd cxcfMî rdinary agihiy^ bcitig 
'better made m well m iiwrc gracclul pcrformtrs 
than die Sakies* 

j 'Vlnif dwM-A KM the '^mmmt^ «ii|.l ilie mmmmdAAt 1 ikcd' 
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• • Thisis properiy a military feftival, in which the 
Warriors are the fole adors, and one would natural-
jy conclude it had been inllituted only to give them 
an opportunity of vaunting of their famous exploits, 
l a m not the author of this opinion^ which does 
not quadrate with the fentiments of thofe who main­
tain that the calumet derives its origin from 
caduceus of Mercury, and that on its firft infti» 
tution ic was looked upon as a lymbo! of jjcace. 
All thofe whom I faw dancing, finging, and beat­
ing the drum and chichikouc^ were youni;: perfons 
equipt as when they prepare co take thr field j they 
had their faces painted with all forts ol Ci>k)urs, 
their heads were adorned with fcathcis, iun-e of 
which diey held in their hands by wa? of fans : and 
the calumet was aifo adorned with them and was 
fet in the moft confpicuous phice : the (U'rheitre 
and the dancers wa*c placed cjuice rounck thu fpcc-
tators being placed up and down in fniali bouu s, tlie 
women apart from the men^ d̂l of them fiitin<^ 
on the ground, and adorned with t'neir imdl 
robes, which at a dillance made a very prtiTy ap* 
pearance. 

Between the orchcftre and che comiiiaruhint vAm 
ht at the door of his own .ipartti]-iir^ tlicy ha J 
ereded a poft, to which at t!k* «*ml of each ifaiice, 
a warrior came and gave a bknv widi h'.n battle-
ax; on this fignal followci! ptukmul likme, when 
this man proclaimed iumc cit ki% cnvii v;i!iiruiis at-
chievements; and receiving airerwarik f!ic ap-
plaufe of the company, lie rmmml tn his place, 
when the games be^uin ;ignin. This ki!^al tcjur 
hours two for each natiuii,'and I vxmkk I was far 
from being charmed with it, iif.i; c>ii!y cm acraunc 
of the monotony and unpleafarstiirfti nl th inurirk, 
but alfo becaufe the whok of IIK dm<xs iXiiliikd 
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only of certain contorfions of the body, which in 
appearance were expreflave of nothing, and had no­
thing diverting. 

The feaft was made in honour of the new com­
mandant 5 they however paid him none of thofe 
honours mentioned in fome relations. They were 
jneither feen to place him on a new mattreft; nor to 
make him any prefent, at kAl as far as I koow^ 
nor did they place any feathers on his hcaii, nor 
did I fee them prefent him the cahmiet*, aud there 
were not any menentiridy naked painted all over their 

' bodies, adorned with leather^ and firings ul wam» 

Sum, and holding a calumet in their hand*;. Per-
aps thefe two nations have not any fiicfi cuftoms^ 

6r k may be, th ît Monf. de Monciguy had CE-
emoted them from this part of the ceremony, f 
obferved only from time to timie ail the fpedaiors 
,3mifing great cries by way of applauding the dan* 
ixrs, efpecially during tht dance of the OtchtgraSt 
who in the opinion of the French bore away all die 
honour of the .day. 

T fliould probaldy have* been more diverted by 
feeing the dance of rhe Difhvery. I1ds km more 
tdion than the former, and î  nuuh more €K-
greOive of the thing it k inrrnck-d to rt^prcfttit. 
This is an image drawn rci rhr life ni all thai {Miles 
In a ivarlikc cxpediticiit; and as I htw a!ri%*tly ob­
ferved, that the* IndiiiiiH griirraity ihiiik'only of 
iirprizing dieir tmmkn, 11 h no dnulii Im tlm 
reifbii, thry have given ikn iT:ixtik tlm mtm 
of the Difm%wy\ 

Bi: this m itwiik one man alwap iktnces fiiifdy 
in it, advanckig iit firft flowly towards the middle 
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of the place, where he remains for fome rime mof^ 
onlefs, after which he reprefents in order the de­
parture of the warriors; their march encampments, 
the difcovery of the enemy, the approach towards 
them, the halt as it were in order to draw breath, 
when all of a fudden he falls into fuch a fury as if 
he were going to kill all the world j when recovered 
from this trance, he leizes fome perfon in the af* 
fembly as if he took him prifoner of war, feems to 
kill another, levels at a third, and laflly falls a run-
Bing at full fpeed, when he ftops and recovers 
himfelf 5 this reprefents a retreat which is at firft 
precipitate, but afterwards more at leifure. He 
then exprefTes by different cries, the different agita-
rions in which he was during his laft campaign, 
and concludes with relating all the fine exploits he 
has performed in war. 

When the dance of the Calumet has for its objedj, 
as is generally the cafe, the conclufion of a peace, 
or of ibme treaty of alliance againft a common ene-. 
my, they engrave a ferpent on the flalk of the 
pipe, and near it is placed a plate, on wlfich are 
reprefented two men of the two confederate nati­
ons trampHng upon an enemy, who is defigned by 
the mark of his aadon.. Sometimes inftead of the 
calumet they make ufe of a battle-ax. But when 
the fubjed of the treaty is only a fimple alli­
ance, they reprefent two men holding each other 
by one hand and bearing in the other a calumet 
of peace, and having each at his fide the mark 
of his nation. In all thefe treaties they give 
mutual pledges, fjch as collars of porcelain*̂  or 
wampum, calumets, flaves: fomerimes the ludes 
of deer or elks well tawncd, adorned with figures 
made of the hair of the porcupine i in which cafe, 
the above-mentioned circumflances are reprcfeured 
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on thelc flkins, whether with the hair of the porcu­
pine or fimple colours. 

There arc other dances which are more fimple, 
or which feem to have no other view befides giving 
die warriors opportunity of relating their own ex­
ploits. This is what the Indians covet above all 
things, and in deling of which they arc never 
wearied. He who gives the feaft", caufes^nvite the 
whole village by beat of *drum ; and it k in his 
cabbin they aficmble, if it be capable of containing 
all the giicfts. Tlic warriors dance here by turns, 
afterwards they ft'rike upon che poft, filf*nce is pro­
claimed, when they fay any thing they have a mtnd^ 
paufing from time to rime in order to receive the 
congratulations of the fpeclator*? who are not fparing 
of inccnfe. But if they perceive ih^t any one toafts 
without groundst any m%t m at liberty m take carili 
or afiies, and co finear his hettl all over w to do 
him any other aftront they have a mind* The ge* 
nerti way is to black his face, accofiing him in chide 
words, " This I dii to conceal your flianic-, f*r 
*̂  the* firft time you fee the face of an î neiiiy, you 
" will fii*r:orne as pale anafbe:;," Thus, it lt:cms f,̂> 
be a rrcrivfd'niaxiiii amoiiidt idl naiiom, that the 
fyrrft mark of a cuward k hoatling. I le wlio has 
thu% piifiiflicd fhi* ri"crc,int rakc% his plat'c, and If 
he km ilir fniHidniiiic to Call int<i the fiiiiie tank 
the mhn m lure: to pay him bick ht kimk The 
great'cll cliifis haw m) fmvilrgeahivedirccHiiimMi 
in lilts rrf'pe^t, and mull i*ike'all witfifnit itmrttiii* 
ring. Thifi dance m dwAf% pti fciriiird In ihc ttlghi-

hi the wrftrni pans chctf bata itnoihrr fort cif Hwl*l«al(r 
datirf% whkii h cMlIrd tin* IkifSkki imur, Thr ilaii • i l imf f 
€f*fh foriii Icvcni! mdr% widtiii i*aih itiher^ aritl tlw 
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mufick which is always compofed of the drum and 
the chichikoue, is in the middle of the place, 
They take care never to feparate thofe of the lame 
family \ they do not hold one another by the hand, 
and^^ch carries his arms and buckler. The 
circles turn round different ways, and though there 
is much capering in which they fpring to a great 
height, they are never out of time. 

Some chief of a family prefents his buckler at 
certain intervals i all of them ftrike upon it, and at 
each ftroke, he calls to remembrance fome of his fa­
mous ê cploits : he afterwards cuts a bit of tobacco 
from a poft to which they take care to tie a certain 
quantity, which he gives to one of his friends. ' If 
any one can prove he has performed' more famous 
exploits than he, or that, he has had any fhare in 
thofe of which he has been boafting, he has a right 
to take away the tobacco of which lie has juft made 
a prefent, and to give it to another* This dance is 
followed by a feaft; but I do not well know 
whence it ̂  had the name it bears, if it does not 

• ..come from the bucklers on which they ftrike, 
which are covered with buffaloes hides. There 
are fom^ dances which are prefcribcd by their 
quacks'for the cure of fick perfons; but they are 
generally very Jafcivious. There are fome of them 
.calculated purely for arnufement, and v^iich have 
•BO, relation to any thing. Thefe are always in the 
Jormof â circle to the found of the drum and 

• -chickikouej and the women always apart from the 
• tncn... Thefe latter dance bearing their armfi in 

their hands» and though they have no hold of one 
another, they never bre.J; the circle, A^ to what 
I mentioned of their nevor iufing time, this ought 
to create no dilllculty, the mufick oi the Indians 
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confifting only of two or three notes, which are 
eternally repeated* On this account one is apt to 
grow extremely weary at thofe feafts after the firft 
time, as they laft a great while, and as you hear al­
ways the fame thing over again. 

As the narions in the neighbourhood 6f the Baŷ  
if yoii except the Poutcwatamics, arc much more 
ignorant than the others, tlu7 arc likewife much 
more addided to all forts of fuperflition. llicir 
principal divinities are the fun and tiiunder, and 
they fccm much more perfuaded than the nations 
which wc frequent more, that every ipccics ofarfi-
mals has a genius tfiat watches for dic^r preferva­
tion. A French man having one day dirown away 
a moufe he h:id jyfl taken, a little girl took it up 
to eat it I the father of tint cliikl who perceived it 
fnatchcd it from her, and fell a rarclfing the dead 
ariiinai i md the Frtiirh man alking hiiii the rea­
fon of i t : ** It is*\ anfweritl he, " In order m 
** appeafe the gi'tmm of the mice, that they may 
*̂ not tormmt iny.chikl after flue ha?: eiiic«ii it.'* 

Afcer which he rcllorcd tht animal to the girl wlio 
cat it* 

Th'/y have alt)ve all ihin;*/; a p̂ rodif̂ ious vci ie-v)f^y 
ration for brars: whrii tiicy happen m have ^HH%§\ 
kilkd (inc, thry inakft a kali tvhkh is arroiiipa-
nied with vrry firij^idar r̂ îTmnnics. Thr hrad 
of the bear, attrr bniii* paiiitr̂ U withal! fyrts cifco-
louri^ 1*1 let fliiriiij; thr rep di in A coiifpictiiiu.̂  pbcc, 
where it nreivi;'̂ * ihc ti«iii4i4t.! of »t!l die guĉ lb^ 
who cclrbratc in iiiiic;̂  riut |ir.iififs of ihc animate 
whilft they are ccariifg hi** kidy in pirce.̂  and re* 
j:̂ a!iiig ihcmifrlvrs wich it. Thrfc Indians have 
not oiiiy like iifl ilie rcll i* mlkmi of i»ri'p4ri««| 
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themfelves for great hundngs by fafting, which 
the Outagamies carry as far as ten days run« 
hing; but alfo whilft the hunters are in the field, 
they often oblige the children to faft, they ob-
ferve the dreams they have during their fafts, 
and from them they draw good or evil omens, 
with refped to the fuccefs of the hunting. The 
intention of thefe fafts, is to appeafe the tutelary 
genii of the animals they are going to hunt; and 
they pretend that they make known in dreams, 
whether they are to oppofe or to be propitious to 
the hunters. 

The nation that has occafioned moft difcourfe in 
thefe weftern parts, for the laft twenty years, is 
that of the Outagamies. The natural ferocity of 
thefe Indians foured by the repeated ill treatment 
they have received and fometimes imprudently 
enough ; and their aUiance with the Iroquois, al­
ways difpofed to ftir up new enemies againft us, 
have rendered them formidable. They have fince 
become ftill more clofely connedcd with the* Sioux, 
a numerous nation, and who have infcjnfibiy be­
come warlike; which union renckrs almoft im-
pradicable at prefent the navigation of rlie whole 
upper MifTifippi. There is even very little fecu­
rity'in failing on the river Illinriis^ at traft if 
you are not provided jigainft a furprize to the 
great hurt of the trade between the two cô -
lonies. 

I mtt at the Bay fome Sioux, to whom I pot 
many queftions with refped to the countric»s lying 
to the weft and north-weft of Canada ; and ibcivjll 
I well know we are not to take in a literal fcnfe all 
that the Indians tell us, yet by comparing what 
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thefe told me with what 1 have heard feveral others 
fay, I have good reafon to think, that there arc in 
this continent either Spanifli or fome other Euro* 
pean colonies much more to the north, than what 
we know of New-Mexico and of California, and that 
after failing up the Miflburi as far as it is navi­
gable, you come to a great river which runs weft-
ward, and difcharges itfelf into the South-Sea. And 
even independent of this difcovery, which I believe 
cafier this way than towards the norths I cannot 
doubt on account of the proofs wlfu h I have re* 
ceived from feveral haiuk*̂ , and which fuffict-
cntly well agree, that by endeavouring to pe­
netrate to the fourcf of the Mifkiuri, wc flK)uld 
find fuflicient to indemnify us for the expence 
and fatigue which fuch an cnttrpri'/x* iiiull re­
quire. 
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