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LETTER XX °

Poyage to the Bay. Defeription of it, and of the
Courfe thither. Irrsption of the Spaniards into
the Country gf 1be Miffouri Indlans, ond their De-
Jeat, Dancer of the Indians.

Mickhillimakinas, Faky 31, 1721
Madam,

S INCE my laft letter, I have made 3 voyage
) to the By, which i3 abour four-frore leagues
diltant from this poft. 1roak the advantage for thia
purpofe of going in company with Monf, Montig-
hy, captain of 2 contpany of the troops which
king maintains in Canada, Knight of St. Lewis,
.and whole neme is famous in the annals of che co-
lony; but who iy at lcal equally refpefied for
Yis probity, and for his upright open deporument,
aad for his valour and military exploits.

We embarked the 3d of July in the aftermoon,
and for thicry Jeagues coalted along & neck of land
which feparates take Michigan from lake Superior:
in fome places it is only a fow leagues over, and itin
fearee poflible to fee o more di country
but iz s terminated by a beavtiful river called i

‘ Maaidlie
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Maniftie, abounding in fith and clpeciaily ftur-
geon. A lide fasther jnclining to the fouthwett,
you come o 4 large gulph, in the entry of which
age a number of iflands, and which is called the

ulph or bay of the Noguess. This is the name of an
hdian pation, not very numerous, originaily come
from the coafts of lake Superior, and of which
there rernain only a few featrered families, who
have no fized refidence,

The bay of the Noquets is feparated from the
great bay only by the illands of the Poutewataniies,
which ss I have alragdy remarked, were the anci-
ent relidence of chefe Indians ; moflt of them are
extremely well wooded 5 but the only one that iy
now iphabited is neither the largeft nor the belt,
.and there rempains & forry village, where, in fpite
of all our endeavours, we were obliged o pals the
niﬁht, as it was impoflible to refilt the prefling
inltances of the inhabitants, For thers is not 2
nation’ in &ll Canada more fincerely attached o
:iha French, than thefz Indigns have besn ar all

mes.

Do the fixth, we wern flopt almoft the whols
day, by contrary winds, but it growisg calm ia
the evening, we embarked a littie after %un-fur, by
che favour of a moft beautifill moon-thine, and con-
tmued our voyage for {®r and twenty hours toge-
ther, having made only a very fmalf hale, whilit

~we were faying mafk and at dinner, The fun was fo
burning hot, and the water of the bay fo warm, thar
the gum of our canoe meled in feverzl places. To
ableat our misfortahe, the place where we went
afbipi, - was fo moch infelted with what are called

- Here mirigouins and broleaus, a fpecies of very
toubléipie gnats, that we could nor fo much :{1}
clole
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clofe our eyes, though we had not lept for two
days; and as the weather was fine, and the moon
fhone bright, we let our again at threz o'clock in
the moming.

After we had advanced five or fix leagues, we
found ourfelves a breaft of z little iftand, which
lics near the weltern fide of the bay, and which
concezled fromrour view, the mowmh of a river, oo
which ftands the village of che Malhomines Indi-
ans, called Dy our French Folles Avelmes or Wild
Out Tndians, probably trom their lving chicly on
this fort of grain. The whole nation confilts only
of this villuge, and that 160 not very nusierous.
*Tis reelly greac pity, théy being the Aneft and
handfomeft men in all Canada.  They ate even of
& larger ftature than che Poutcwaramies. T hawe
been affored chas they had the Jame original and
nearly the fame languages with the Noquets, and
the Indiana ar the Falls. Bue they add that they
‘have likewife a language pecular to themfelves,
which they never comnunicate. I have alle been
told feveral flories of then, as of a ferpent which
wifits their villagse every year and is received with
much ceremuny, which makes me believe them a
lieele aufdidtud to witcheraldi.

A little below the iland the fuce of the country iy
entireiy changed, and from being very will, a5 it is g
Ear a5 this plat v, it becorwes the wiot} delightiul in tha
aniverfe. It is even fomething more pleafing und
chearfu) than the Natrows §  but though it i every
where covercd with che fineft crees, it I more
fandy, and therefore lefs derrile. The Orcha
Indians, commonly called Stinkards, dwele for-
merly an the thore of the Bay, and in 2 mof?
charming fituation; they woee attacked here by

the
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the Tilinois, whe killed 2 great number_ of them
reft of them ook (helter on the river of the
%:mgmies,'whith falls into the bottom of the

Bay.

Here they fettled on the banks of a kind of lske,
And 1 do not know whether it is not from cheir
Iiving on fith, with which the lake plentifully fup-

them, that they had the name of Srinkards
jven them, there being nothing to be feen along
the whole fhore where thelr cabbins were buil,
but ftinking fith, with which the 2ir was perfeétly
infedted. It appears at leaft chat this is the original
of the name che other Indians had given them be-
fors us; and which has been communicated 1o rhe
Bay, from which thgy have neyer gone to any con-
fiderable diftance.  Some time before they quicted
their ancient poft, they had a mind to revenge
ihe check they had got from the Jlinois ; but chis
enterprize occafioned them a new difafter, from the
cffels of which they have never recovered them-
felves. Six bundred of cheir belt warriors em-
berked, in order w0 go i queft of the enemy ; bur
a¢ they were croffing Lake Michigan, they were
liigprize

fiigprized by a furious cempelt, in which they all
&[had o & man,

‘We have in the Bay, 3 forr erefted on the wef-
tern thore of the river of the Outaganyies, snd half
# league from its mouth ; before you arrive ar i,
;?hi leave on your right a village of the Sakics.

Otchagras have larely fenled themfeclves near
us, and have buile their cabbing quite round the
fort. ‘The mi who is lodged pretty near
the, commandant, in in hopes, thet when he fhall
hawve léarned their lan[?_l.lagq he may poflibly find
more docility amonglt them, than :mun%l: the

Kies,
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Sakics, with whom his Yabours have been fiffci-
ently vnfuccefsful. Both of them appear to he a
very good fore of people and efpecially the for-
mer, whofe preareft defect is, that they feem ro
be a little addifted to thieving. Their linguage is
verﬁ different from that of 2l che reft, which
makes me helisve, that it helds no refemblance
with any of thofe of Canada. Thus, they have
always had more commerce or intercourfe with the
weftern nations, than with thofe with whuch we are
mequainted,

The Sakics, though few in number, are divided
into two faftions, one of which is in the interelt of
the Qutagamies, and the other in thar of the Pau-
tewatamics, ‘Thole of them who are fetled in this
Fnﬂ: are muﬂ:l‘y of the party of the latter, and ¢on-

equently are friends to vs.  ‘They received the new

commandant with great demonftrations of Joy ¢ the
moment they were infermed of his approach, chey
drew vp under arms on the fhore, and as foon as
g:: appeared, faluted him with 3 diftharge of their

ulkers, which they accompanied with greac thours
of joy. Aferwards four of their chicl men waded
into che dver, till the water came uy to dwir mid-
dle; advanced up to his caner, and reaived him,
on a large robie, comrold of feveral (kins of rog-
bucks well fiowed rogether, whercof cach of them
held a corner. [ this manner they carried him o
bis apartment, wicre they complimented Dim, and
faid & great many things cxiromety fatiering,

Next day, the chicfs of the two nations paid me
avifit; amd ane of thz Owhagras (hewed me 2
Catalonian piftel, a pair of Spanith thoes, and 1
do ot know what drug, which appeared (o me to
be a forr of glutineat, Al this they had received

from
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of the Ajonez, and the following is the
E;:?ﬁ::f by means of which thefe things fe] _im'g
the bands of this perfon.

About two years ago, fome Spaniands, who had
tome, as they fay, from New Mexico, with defign
to pencerate a5 far as the country of the Ulinols, and
to drive the French out of it, whom they faw wich
extreme Tegret approach fo nead the Miffourd, de-
frended chis river and atracked two villages of the
OCtotatas, a people in alliance with the Aionce,
from whom ic is prewended they draw their ori-
ginal. As thafe Indians had no fre-arms, and bes
ing befides furprized, the Spaniards eafily fucceed-
éd in their enterprize, and made a great i!:ughm-
of them. A third village of the fame nation, and
it no great diftance from the two others, making
60 dotzbt that the conguerors would pay them a vi-
fir, Inid a2n amhbofeade for them, into which che
Spanizards blindly ftumbled. Others fay, that the
Indians having learned that the Spaniards had al-
thoft ali of them got druck, and were flecping in
great fecurity, feli upen dhem in che night 3 and iris
cartain they cut the throats of almoit evary ong of
them,

There wert two chaplains in this party, one of
whotn was killed in the beginning of the afair, and
the other faved himfelf smongft the Mifloveites who
kepthim prifoner, and from whom he made hiscfeape
in z very dexterous manner, He happened to have a
very fine hotfe, and the Miflourites delighting in
beholding him perform feats of hodfemanihip, he
ook the advantage of their curiofity, in order
gt out of their hands. Onc day as he was
{Gampetiag obout in their prefence, he withdrew
ih ¥ £o 2 diftance, when clapping fpurs to his
borfe, he inftantly difappearcd.  As they tmade no

other
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other prifoner but him, it is notr yet exadtly known
neither from whart part of New Mexico thel Spapi-
ards came, nov with what deligri: for whac 1 Aot
told you of the affair, was founded upon the reports
of the Indians ‘only, who perhaps had a miml to
tnake their court to us by piving it to be under-
ftood, thiat they had donc us a very material piece
of fervice by thia defeut,

All they brought me was the fpoils of the chap-
lain who hud been killed, and they found likewife
a prayer-book, which 1 have not leen: this was
probably his breviury. | boughe the piftol ¢ the

oes were guad for nothing ; and the Indian would

¥ ho means part with the sintment, having taken
t into his head, chat it waa & fovereiga remedy a-
init gll fores of evils. I was curioys to know

w he intended to make uic of i£; he enfwered
_ﬁut it wae fufficient o fwallow a lictle of it, s0d
3 the difeate be whae it would the cure was im-
faediate ; he did not fay however that he had as yet
made trial of it, and [ advifed him againft ic
The Indians begin here to be very ignorant, and
are very far fram being o fenfible e v leaft fo
communicative, 38 thisle whe have note commerce
with us.

The day following, the Sakies came ina cop-
erable Lody to the miffiunary®s houle, where [ lod-
#d, and bepged me 1o Le prefeat st a councit they
pre going 1o hold, I wonlented, and whea every
obne had taken his place, tie chief laid & collar
upon the ground before me, amd the orator break-
ing filence, befoughe me, in che name of che whaols
body., 1w engage the King to take them under his
protedtion, and to purify the air, which, faidihey,
fd becn corrupted for fome time palts which
Vou II, ¥ appeared
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sopeared by the grear number of fick they had in
ﬂE:Eir villagza, and to defend chem againlt their ene-
mies.

J anfwwered, chat the King was indeed very power-
ful, and perhaps tore fo than they thought 3 buc
thar his power did not extend over the elements ;
and that when difeafes orany acherfuchaccidents laid
wafle his provinees, he addrefed himfelf, in orderto
cavfe them ceafe, 1o the Great Spinit who ereated the
‘heaven and the earth, and who alpne is the fove-
reign Lord of nature: that they fheuld do the
{ame, and that they would find themlelves the bet-
ter for ity bug that in order to merit being heard,
they muft begin wich acknewledging him, and with
rendering him that worfhip and humage which by
~has a righr to expect from all realonable creatures :
and that they could net do any ¢hing keteer or
mare agreeable to the King, than to hearken to the
Father whom his Maelly hul fent them, and o
his inftructions s thar he was a2 man beloved of
heaven; chat the mamner i whiclh he lived
amongit them, could not fail to have ciuled them
conceive 2 great eftesm for hiny; and that his cha
rity towards the fick and alf fuch as had any geed
of his affiftance, ought to have convinced them of
that tender and fincere friendihip b botre them:
laitly, that T would by no means receive it, till
after they had promifed o behave themiiives with
regard to this miflionzry, in a quite diffucent man-
ner from what they had hitherta done, and hences
 farth to remove all caufe of complaint agansft them,
with refpect ro their indocility,

“* As 1o the protelion of the King which you
“ demand, and the rquelt you have made me to
* engage him t© undertake your defence againtt

your
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¢ yonrenemies ; thae grear prince has already pre-
“ yented your withes, and has given tifficient oc-
£t ders on that head o Oponthio *, who i3 of him-
s {elf difpoled to execute them with all the zea]
“ and affekion of a father +. Thia is what you
*« peed make no doubc of, if you pay & proper
< regard to the good qualities of the commandant
% he has fent you. [t is not poffibie you fhould
¢ be ignorant, and you appear to me perfedily
4 well fatisfied that amonglt all the French Cap-
¢ pains there are tew equal o Lim i valour; and
« you will bave caule t love him aiiil better than
¢ you now do,”" This anlwer lcemed to fui fy
themr, znd they promifed mwuch more than i fear
;xhey wilt ever perform.  Notwithilaading 1 took
“their collar, which the milfionary Rattered himfelt
would be produétive of fome good eficéls.

Ogn the afternoon of the following day the two Donee
sations cntersained usy, one afrer anocher, with the ofthe
:dance of the Calumer, in a great ciplanade facing (;"[“,"ﬂ'
the commandant™s apuement.  ‘There was fome
Licie difference in the manner 1w which they per-
formed this dance 3 Lot this was very inconfider.b's.

e ooly gave mie to oaderitund, that thefe feafts
wary conliderably 1 thus it is impoffible 1o give a
Gedeription which may aprece 1o all of them. The
Drchagras diverfilied fomewhat more their entes .
srinment, and fhewed extriordinary agibty, being

teer made as weil a5 ngre graceiul performers

‘than the Sakies, :

* This ia the name which the Indiaga give w the goveinar
gencial, it figoifics prowr meewtc-a, and i derbved fom the Cle-
valies Mentgrapny, who was the lecond governor of Candda,

1 Thoy alwayn cail tha governots agd the commandaats theis

’Ilth'll-'l'l.
¥ 2 T his
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Thisis properly a military fellival, in which the
warriors are the fole adtors, and one would nataral-
Iy conclude it had been inflicueed _-:)unlj,r 0 give them
at apportunity of vaanting of their famous expleits,
T am not the aothor of this opinion, which does
not quadrage with the fentimients of thofe who main-
tain that the calumet derives Its origin from
eadeceus of Mercury, and that on its dirlk indli-
tution it was looked upon as a fymbol of prace,
All thofe whom 1 faw dancing, finging, and bent.
ing the drum and chichikoud, were youny reriong
equipt 25 when they prepare 1o take che ficld 5 they
had their faces painted with all forts of cvlours,
their- heads were adorned with feathers, ione of
which they held in their hands by way of lans : and
the calumer was aifo adorned with them and was
fer in the moft confpicucus place 1 the orcheltre
and the dancers were placed quite round, the pee-
rators being placed up and down in (mall badies, the
women apart from the men, all of them fiering
on the ground, and adorned with cheir Hnelt
robes, which at ¢ diftance made a very pretty ap-
pearance.

Berween the orcheftre and the caommanidunt who
fat at the door of his own aparemint, they had
erelted a polt, ro which ar che enel of ench dance,
a warrior came and gave a blow with bis baccle-
ax; on this fignal followed prolound filence, when
this man proclaimed fume ol lis own valotoys at-
chievements; and recciving alterwards the ap.
plaufe of che company, Le returned to his plaee,
when the pames begun agnin.  This lafted four
hours two for each nativn, and I copfefs [ was far
from being charmed with i, noronly un sccount
of the monotony aad uapleafanrnels o the mufick,
but zifa becaule the whole of the dances confitted

unly
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only of certzin contorfions of rhe body, which in
appearance were expreflive of nothing, and had no-
thing diverting.

The feaft was made in horour of the new com-
mandant; they however paid him none of rhele
konours mentioned in fome relations.  They were
neither feen to place him on a new mattrefs; nor to
make him any prefent, at cait as far as 1 koow,
nor did they place any feathers on his head, nor
did I fee them prefent him the calvmet; and there
were not any menentirely naked painted all over theic
badies, adurned with feathers and nrings of wim-
pum, and holdiag a calumet in their hands,  Per-
_ﬁnps thefe two nations have not any fuch cuftoms,
ar it may bz, thi Mool de Montigny had ex-
wmpted them ftem this part of the ceremony. &
obierved only from time to time all the {peftators
raifing gresc cries by way of applauding the dan-
gers, cfpecially during the dance of the Occhagras,
Who in the opinion of the French bore away all the
honour of the day.

T thould probably have been more diverted by
fecing the dance of the Difeevery.  This hie more
a&tiun than the furmer, and s much more ex-

reflive of the thing it is intended to reprefont,

his is an image drawa ro the lite of all thar pales
B z warlike cxpedition 5 and as § have alreadly ob-
ed, that the Indians generally think “unly of
-Bfrprizing their enemics, 1 is no doube lor this

#lon, they have given this excrcife the name
of the Difeovery.

Be this as it will, one man always dances fingly
in i, alvancing at Arft fowly towards the middic

F 3 of
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of the placs, where he remains for fome time mos.
polefs, after which he reprefents in order the de-
parture of the warriors§ their march encampments,
the difcovery of the enemy, the approach towards
them, the ha!t as it were in erder to draw breath,
when all of a fodden he falis into fuch a fury as if
he were going to kill all the world ; when recovered
from rhis trance, ite feizes fome perfon in che af
fembly asif he vook him prifoner of war, feem: to
kil agother, Jevels at a third, and laltly falls 3 run-
ning at full fpeed, when he ftops and recovers
kimfelf ; this reprefents a retreat which is at fick
precipitae, but afterwards more at leifure. He
then exprefles by differene crits, the different agita-
tions in which he was during his lat campaigp,
and conclydes with relatiog all the fine exploits be
has performed in war,

‘When the danceof the Calumet has for it obyjedt,
as is generally che cafe, the conclufion of a peace,
ot of lome treaty of alliance againft a common enes
my, they engrave & ferpent on the ftalk of the
pipe, and near it is placed a plate, on which are
seprefonted two mea of the two confederate nan-
gos irampling opon an enemy, wha is deligned by
the mark of his nanon. Sometimes inftead of the
calomigs they make wlz of a battle-ax. But when
the fubjelt of the treaty is only 2 Gmple alli-
a0ty They reprefens two men holding each other
by one and and bearing in the other a calumex
of peace, and having cach at his fide the mark
of his parien. In ‘all thele treaties they give
mutual pledges, fuch as collars of porcelain aor
wampum, calpmers, flaves: (ometimes the hides
of deer or elks well tawned, adorned with figures
made of the hair of the porcupine s in which cafe,
the above-mentioned circumftances are reprefented

on
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on thefe fkins, whether with the hair of the porcu-
pine or imple colours.

There are other dances which are more fimple,
or which feem to have no other view befides giving
the warriots opportunity of relating cheir own ex-
ploits. This is what the [ndians cover zbove all
things, and in duing of which they_are never
wearied.  He wha gives the feaft, caufesinvite the
whole village by beat of drum ; and it is in his
cabbin they alfemble, if it be capable of contzining
all the guefls.  The warriors dance here by turns,
afeerwards they firike upon the poit, filence is pro-
claimed, when they fay any thing chey have 2 mind,
pauling from tinie te time in order 1 receive the
congratulations of the fpeftatars who are not iparing
of incenle. Bur if they perceive that any one boafis
without grounds, any one is at liberty to take esrth
or alhes, and to. {mear his head all over or o do
him any other affirent they have a mind. The ge-
nerat way is to Black his tace, accofting him in chele
wards, *¢ Thia 1 do to conceal your fhames; for
“ the firlt time you fee the face of an enemy, you
“ will hecomne as palg asathes.”  “Thus, it feems to
be 2 received)maxin amongfl all natiogs, that the
forelt mark of 2 coward is boalting. e who has
thue punithed the recreant rakes his place, and if
he has the misfortune to fall into che fame fauls
the other is fure to pay him back in kind. The
greatelt chiefs have no privilege above the common
in this refpeét, and muit take wll withour murmo-
ring. 'This dance is always peiformed in the nighe-
time. - -

In che weftern pares they have another fnrt of Buffalo
dance, which i called the Butfalo dence, Thedsn- Aance

¢ors form [everal circles within cach other, and the
' Fa ronle b



( 72 )

mufick which is always compofed of the drum and
the chichikoué, is in the middle of the plags,
They take care never w leparate thole of the fame
farnily ; they do not hold one another by the hand,
and . cach careles bis arms and bockler, The
circles turn round different ways, and though thepe
it much capering in which they {pring to a great
height, they are never out of tme.

Some chicf of a family prefents his buckler ae
certain invervals ¢ all of them firike wpon it, and ag
each firoke he calls ro remembrance fome of his fa-
mous exploits 1 he aftermards cuts a bit of tobacca
from a poft o which they take care totic a cortain
quanticy, which he gives to one of his friends, If
any one can prove he has paformed more famous
exploits than he, or that he has had any {(hare in
thofe of which he bas been boafting, he has aright
to take away the robacce of which he has jult made
a prefent, and @0 give it ro another.  ‘This dance is
Tollowed by a feaft; butr I do nor well know
whence it had the name it bears, if it does not
come from the bucklers on which chey iteike,
which are covered with buffaloes hides.  There
are fomg daonces which are prefcribed by their
quacks' for the cure of fick perions; but they are
generally very lafvivious. There are fume of them
calculated purely for amulement, and which have
no relation to any thing. Thefe are always in the
Jorm of acircle to the found of the drum amd
chickikoué, and the women always apart from the
men.  Thele lamr dance bearing their arms in
their hands, and though they have no hold of one

- another, they never bre k the circle,  As to what
Y mentioned of their never luling time, this ought
to create no difficulty, the mufick ol the Indians

confifling
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confifting only of two or threc notes, which are
eternally repeated.  On this zceount one is apt o
grow exiremely weary 2t chofe feafts after the Grit
time, as they lalt a grear while, and as you hear al-
ways the fame thing over again.

Asthe nations in the neighbourhood &f the Bay,
¥ you except the Poutewatamies, are much more
ignorant cthan the others, they are likewile much
more addifted ro all forts of luperflition. Their
principal divinities are che fun and thunder, and
they feem much more perfuaded chan the nations
which we frequent more, thar every {pecies of ani-
mals has a genivs that watches for ther prefrya-
tion. A French man having one day thrown away
a moule he had jult caken, a liecle girl rook it up
to eat icy the facher of the child who perceived it
fnatched it from ber, and felt 8 carcffing the dead
enimal 3 and the French man afking him the rea-
fonof it: * Itk anfwered be, * in order to
t appeale the genius of the mice, that they may
“ not torment my .child after fhe has ewen i1,™
After which be reftored the animal o the girl who
vat it.

They have alove all things a prodigious venes V) ear
ration for bears: when they happen to have Gan gy
killd one, they make a feall which is sccompa-
nied with very fingulsr coremonies,  The heed
of the bear, after boing painted with all (orts of co-
lours, is fez during the refuii in & confpicuous place,
where it receives the homage of all the. guefls,
who celebrate in Junps the praifes of the animal,
whillt they are reanng his EOIJ}' in picces and re-
galing themfelves wich ir. Thele Indians have
not only like ali the relt a cuftom of preparing
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themfelves for great huntings by falting, which
the Qutagamies carry as far as ten deys rug.
ning; bur alfc whillt the hunters are in the field,
they often oblige. the children to faft, they ob-
ferve the dreams they bave dunag rheir fafts,
and from them they draw good or evil omens,
with refpeft to the fuccefs of the hunting, The
intention of thefe fafts, is to appesle the cutelacy
genii of the animals they are going re hunt s and
they pretend char they make known in dreams,
whether they are to oppole or to be propitious o
the huneers.

‘T'he nation that has cccalioned melt difcourfe in
thefe weftern parts, for the kit rwenty years, js
that of the Onragamics. The natural feracicy of
thefe Indians foured by rhe repeated ill trearment
they have received and fumetimes buprudently
enough ; and cheir alliance with the Iroquois, al-
ways difpofed to @ir up new encmits apainit us,
Bave rendered them formidable. They have fince
become ftill more clofely connected with the Sioux,
2 numerous nation, and who lave infenfibly k-
come warlike; which union renders almnt fm-
practicable st peefent the navigarion of the whole
upper Miflifippi. There is even very Listle fecu-
rity in failing on the river Illinois, ac leait if
you are not provided ngainlt a furprize to the
great hurt of the trade betwesn the two co-
Jonies.

I'mer at the Bay fome Sioux, to whom 1 prut
many queltions with refpeét 2o the countrics lying
1o the welt and north-welt of Canada s and thoush
I well know we are notr to take in 2 literal fenfe )l
that the -Indians tell us, yet by comparing whac
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thefe told mi¢ with what T have heard feveral others
fay, 1have good reafon to think, that there are in
this cantinent either Spanith or fome other Ioro-
pean colonies much more to the neorth, than what
we know of New-Mexico and of California, and that
after failing up the Miffburi as far as it is navi-
gable, you come to a grrat river which runs weft-
ward, and difeharges itlelf into the South-Sea, And
even independent of this dilcovery, which I believe
ealter this way than towards chie north, I cannet
doubt on account of the proofs which T have re-
ceived from feveral hapds, and which fuffici-
ently well agree, thar by endeavouring 1o pe-
petrace o the fource of the MifTauri, we fhould
find fufficient to indemnify us for the tz[{scnr:u

aond fatigue which fuch an enterprize mufl re-
quire,

Jam, &c.

LETTBHER



