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FOEEWOXN

Judging from the numerons recuests for infermation which are
conetantly being received from all parts of the county, fram schools,
students, and others, it is apparent that there is widespread interest
in the Menaminee people and their affairs. Many inquiries reslate to
the early-day Menaminee: others are interested in the resource as well
ag tke poople; and many want information regarding the future of the
tribe and the problema facing it in taking-over the vesponsibilitiea
which heretofore have been carried by the Federal Goverument,

To meet these recquests, the material herein, gathered from
many scurcesa, has been compiled to present in brief formm the histery
of this inportant, interesting, and cutstanding tride, together with
& short discussion on the early-dny customs as history records them,
and infermAtion concerning their problems for the future,:

It is hoped that this treatise will fill the need for which
it 1s intended and et the same time cr:afe an interest vhich will
encourage the reader to delve further into hisztory of the Menominee by
study of bocks that can be found at meny of the libraries. A partial
bibkliography is included herein.

MIZLYIN L. FOCERTSOR
Superintendent, Meneminee Indian
fgency, EKeshena, Wisconsin

Harch 24, 1958



A BRIEF STORY OF THE MENOMINEE INDIANS

The Early Day Menominge

Re¢orded history of the Mencmines Indians, an Algomouian tribe,
begins in 1634 when Jean Nieollet, a French explorer, passed by their
country and reported their existence, At the tine, nany of the Indians
were living near the mouth of the Menaminee River, near the present loca-
tions of Marimette, “fisecnsin, and Menornince, Michigan, on the western
ghore of Green Say on the weet shore of Lake Michipan, Othera lived at
the mouth af the Fox Liver and small settlements were gcattered as far
south as Lalte "finnebago, The territory which the tribe occupied and
clained comprised an area of 9% million ncres in what later became parts
of the states of Wisconsin and Michipan, The nane "Menctineed, applied
te the tribe by the English, is an abbreviated form of an Indian word
meaning "ild Riec Men®, 7ild rice wag a very corimon fopd and highly
relished by the tribal mechers,

Records left by the eaprly-day vigitors into the area describe
the Menohiinees as people of nediur size, with sking lighter in color
than that of other tribes, The people wore few ¢lothes, Their garmenta
wera usually made from skins of animals, particwlarly deer., The men
wore breech cloths and leggings: and the women wore blouses and skirts,
Doth sexes wor: soft-soled moceszing, Froeouently their clothing was
ornamented with quills, beads, and painted designa, ©lankets of fur
were worn in winter to protzct against the cold, The people had 5 repu-
tation of being peaceful, but they were alsse fiarce warricrs when nacessary,

The sarly Mentminee uvsually lived in villageas and their dwell-
ings were of two principal types. In winter they lived in houses of
arched poles covered with overlanping bark, mats of reed and rushes, or
deer skin, The sumer homes had & prectangular frame of poles with an
arehod or peaked roof, covered in the same manner as winter housea, A
low opening was used for entrance. A fireplsce was bullt in the center
on the dirt floors and the emoke from the open fires eacaped throuph
small holes in the roof, The peaple slept on raised beda or on the
ground, using bedding of skin and boughs,

The most important of their seasonal foods was wild rice, har-
veated in the fall, Fish were caught in summer b¥ netting, trapplng, and
spearing, and in winter speared or netted through the ice, Sturgeen
was plentiful. The deer was the chiefl source of meat, but all other
gane was hunted for food, Part of the Food supply was dried in the sun
for winter use, Belling a2md rozsting wvere common methods of cooking.

In later times, meple sap was gatiered in the spring and rendered inte
syrup and sugar. Although some Indian corn was raised, agriculture had
& very minor place in the old Menamines economy and there was very little
cultivation of the spil, Uncultivated tabacco found in the area was used
to some extent by the tribesmen, Berries which ripened in the Forest
doring the sumeer weye plentiful; nuts ol the forest were stored for
winter, aml various wild fruits, vegetables, and fungl were available

to help provide the food supply.



Travel was usually by Toot or weter, In winter, snow shoes were
uged, Two forms of canoes wern inm mse for water travel -~ the birchbark and
tie wooden dugout., The use of horges did not become of importance until
mere recent tines,

Dasketry, birchbark worl:, matting from vepetable fibres, yerm
and hair seshes, and bindings were conmon place. The Indians did some
potiery and metal work, They made from wood and shell such utensils as
bowls, spoons, ladles, They made their owm bows 2nd arrows; ball-headed
and gunshaped ¢lubs; knives of stone, shell, bone, and sometimes copper;
and axes with grooved heads of stone. WVeedles and awls were of bone,
They were proficient in making canoes, mortars, and pestles and in pre-
paration and tanning of skins. They made their own religious and
Ser;munﬁfl objects, These native arts heve long since been lost or

ecained,

It waz the manis job to hunt and fish, conduct warfare, per=-
form ceremonials, prepare sacrec artifacts, to cut and chop wood, and
tc make the canoes, weapons, tocls, nets, snares and similar items, The
wvomants task was to cook, conduct the houschold and rear the children,
do all the agricultural work, cellect berries and wild foods, gather
firewood, carry water, carry goods when traveling, process deer and
otier animal skins, make the clothing, weave mats and bags, and prepare
household utensils.

It is said that their encestral religion taught that four
levels were above the flat earth, The Supreme Ceing was said to be
living on top, followed by bizdlike deities, not the Jeast of whom wasz
the Thunderbird Yar Ged. 7elow the carth were the evil gods, the
Great "/hite Zear, tiie underground Paniher, the ‘Thite Deer, and the
Gorned Serpent, Nwberleas good and bhad spirdits were everywliera,
wanobus, a child of the sun, waa tho centrael fipure in mmich.of the
religion, and many sacrifices and prayers were offered to him., Dne to
the early advent (in 1671) of the Catholic missicnaries, the Henomines
people are today predeminanily dewvout Catholic, The old religion is
nearly extinct,

3y the old custom, Indian marringes were reported to have been
solemn affairs; they involved a8 peried of stowing onets worth, of gift
giving, and approval of the parents, Today, all marriages and divorces
are had through church ceremenizs or through regular civil processes
under State law,

Under the old order, the tribe was mede vwp of clana, headed
by their own chiefs and headwmen., Tiie chiefs wore of a hereditary line,
descended from the firset Monamince, The people wsre governed by a
council of elders, compriged msually of the chiefs or clan lesders,
Their most famous chief was Oshliosn, who died in 1858, The chiefs had
civil contrel only; the war command being in the hands of men to whom
power aad come through outstanding accomplishments in hattle or through
dream revelations, The supreme council of the Menaminecs conzisted of
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twelve chiefs when the tribe wes Tirat visited Ly white men. Through
the ewvolution of culture, the Menmiinee, as with: other tribes, have
los¢ this order of rule.

Since the area occupied Ly thesz: Indizng was included im the
territory France had claimed by right of conruzesat and discovery, the
Menomineas were under Frenca role and influence wntil abent 1763, the
eni of the French amd Indian 7ar, £t that time, the Trdiish took over
and the area became lmown as Zritish Capeda. The British ruled until
1764, when the region became a possession of the United Siates under
provisiens of the *Jay Trestyl, .t the time, fur trading had become
an industry of pajor importance, and tiie Indians baceme actively engaged
in trapping as a mpang of livelihood, A United Stotes farce did not
reach the Menominee vicinitcy wacil 1815, when the first Indian Agency
wag egtablished in the city of Green Say, Wiscongin,

igide frem inter-tribal conilicts, the Menominee people wera
directly invoelved in the coloniel wars. Zarly in the sighteenth century
they were allisy of the French and vonder French leadsrship fought both
otier Indians and the 2ritish, From L7861 to 1759, they were allies of -
the Critish against the tribes undepr Chisf Pontiac, In the war of 1812,
both the French and the Meneminees fought ngainst the imericons with tie
sritish, During all of this periced the individual members of the tribe
remrined friendly with tha French and much interparriage sccurred, Lftar
becoming subjects of the Unived Ctates, the Menominece sant a congidernble
mmber to the Union cause in the Civil ‘far, Some were in the Spanigh-
Lyerican fight and many took part in Jorld “far I, In "Yorld "far II, more
than 40CG tribal merbers served in nll brenches of the services im all
theaters, Manr answersed the call in thz Kerean conflict,

The Treaty Derded

Treaties of pedce and friendabip Letween the Menamines people
end the United States Goverament are of record &s early o= March 30, 1817,
vhen the tribe agreed to come undar protection of the United States and
iing other nation®, The tribe has been party to at least ten separate
treaties which frecuently were concerned with cessions of land for
pccupancy Ly incaring whites and Jor vge Ly eother tribes, In 18482, ¢Che
Menominee ¢eded the lands they Lad clsimed in 7isconsin te the govermrment
in trade for a regervation of abouvt 600,000 acrea in the Crow Wing country
in Hinnesota, Certain payments and conditions were invelved, $40,000
was allocated to pay off the ‘ipersons of mized bleod? who did not clect
to move with the tribe and who throuvgh this payrmeat were to relincuish
all tribal affiliation. Jome 3060 mixed bloods accepted the payment in
184%. The movement to Vinnesota did not matericlize, however, because
of protests from the tribal lcaders who declined to accept the proposal
after they had made an inspection of the new reservation, The Menominees
did not want 0 become a “buffer nation? between the warring Sioux and
Chippewse tribes, and, secondly, the tribal leaders felt that the fish,
gare, and wild rice in the Minnesote area werg not sufficiently abuadant
to sustain the people who were to move,
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Seecause of the pressurea boing created by incording white settlers,
the povermment wag faced with diffiewlties in tryving to meet the de-
mands of the newcomers for additional land and at tie some time finding
2 puitable home as & reservation for the wenoamineces, In 1852, it de
reported that 2,002 Incian meh, women, and children werc moved to Reshens
Falls on the Jolf lliver ms a tanporary aone pending a decisiosn as to
what should be dens, This locaticn appealad te the Mendwminee people,

T wag uot only & part of €hweir original territory and fapiliar to then,
but the fish, game and other available resovrces were in abumdant supely,
Tae outcomie was acceptance of Tae Vreaty of Moy 17, 1854, vhick set aside
with consent of the State of 'fisconsin, £a ares of about 276,480 acres of
iand for & trival reservation “as a home, to be leld as Indian lands are
heldt, The ters o be keld as Indian lands are held! peans that leszd
title ig in the United States and benefieial title is in the tribes or
in sther words title to the reservation is in the United States which
holde the property in trugt for the Indiza owners., The Indians have
since pesided on their reservation without furtier effort to rerove them,

In o treaty executed February 11, 1886, the Menominees agraod
to sell two townships of their land to the govermment a8 2 veservation
for the Stockbridege and Munsce tribes, which: had been transferred into
HHaconsin from Mew York State, In 18I0, twenty one acres of ¢ribal
lond in deshens were given by the tribe to the Tureau of Catlelic Missions
a3 o site for the Sisters of St. Joeeph elementary school. As a resuli
of the cessions by treatr and thz kission transaction, the total ares
once owned by the Menpminees has been redunced to 233,000.59 acres, or
approxinetely ten towns'iips.

The 1554 treaty is the one having present-day significance
since it superseded all previocus freatics and it is the cgreement under
which tie Indians and the Govermmeut have since fumctioned. Under this
tresty, the Mencminess ceded back to tie Govermment ‘fupon manifestation
of great wwillingness on the part of s&id Indiens to remove to the
country west of the Mississippi [iver, wponr Crow Wing, which hed been
asgigned them, and a desire to remein in the State of Wisconsin®, the
Minnesotz reservation which the tribe had accepted under the 18485 traaty.
The tribe in 1854 zgreed to accent in lieu of the Kinnesots z2rea the new
reacrvation at Kesiiena Fallg, Thev also received $242,606, which repre-
gsented the differences in value between the Mimnesota territory and the
new area at teshena, Thae United Jtates agreed to establish a manual-labor
school and to erect a grist and saw mill and make other irprovenonts at
a total cost of $15,000; it agreed to enploy itz suitable person to attend
and carry on the said grist and saw mill, for a periof of Fifteen years',
and 39,000 was set up to defray the costs, The amount of $11,000 wox
provided to pay for 'continuing and keeping up a Dlacksmith shop, and
providing the usual mentity of iron and stee) for the use of said
tribe for a peried of 12 yearsz't, 7%The sum of 340,000 was made available
a8 a grant to the tribe to zssist ther. in heconing established in their
hew location,
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The Mendaninee “eservation whici the tribe received under the
1654 treaty was covered with & pood forest of conifera and mixed harc-
woals, The area whick they atill retain containg 330 miles of trout
streans and 62 lakes, of whieh 42 are over 70 acres in size, the whole
being drained by the olf and Oconto Divars, The weather iz one of
Taxtrones’ - ware, aomid, and fertile in swmmer, with heavy snow-fall
and frequently severe cold in winter. The reservation is located about
eigat miles north of Shawano, "Jigconsgin, and about fifty milse north-
west of GCreen JaF, ‘fisconsin, “Uwree towmshina are located in Oconto
County and the remaining ssven ars in Zhawons County, Coverntantal
and tribal Leadcunrtera of the regervation are in the village eof Keghens,

When the Menaminecs roved to Veshena Falls in 1052, they fomd
& emall water-powerad sawmill in cperation, This mill was purchweed for
tie tribe by the Covermment in 1054 {to supnlr the lumber needs of the
Indiane, Thus bepgan a2 hundred—rsar tge of the forest rasources — B
ugs which hag enabled the tribe to drogress throrgh all stages of
e¢onemi¢ growth to its present kigh standard,

In 1855, the Govermment built “igency? bulldings at Keshena
and an agent {now called e superintendent) took up realdence, It was
the duty of the agent to provide beneflits as reculred by treaty and by
law and it was his task to generelly supervise Indian affairs on the
reservation as & representative of the United Stntes,

Tith Government encouragenent, the Indians began building
henes on the reservation, Scne lend was c¢leared of treea amd planted
to ¢rops., Open arcas, which were scarce, were put into agricultural
produstion, The Govermasntal policy in the early days was to divert
the Indians from the old econcmy of hunting and fishing and gathering
wild rice to that of agriculturz, Despite efforts by Indian leaders
and Covernment men, the objective of maling farmers of the Menominees
failed in all but a2 few exceptions, The lack of experience and interest,
together with & ghortage of fertile and prednctive soil, contributed
mui to the lack of material suceoss in these ventures, The situation
bas not changed puch as time pessed since todey there are very few
farmers on the reservation who malke faming a major reans of livelihood.

The tribal members cxiated vory largely through their own
efforis for a muber of years, is logegipg ond sawmilling outside the
reservation was o growing industry, it was only natural that the Menominee
noen began to show an interest in such work as a means of cbtaining in-
come, The first tribal lwder canp vas establisbed in 1877, operating
under supervision of the ageat and using Henominee labor exclusively,
During the firat year, twmelve willion feet of pine were c¢ut and driven
down the Wolf Liver to various sownills on the atream, The tribesmen
became very proficient in these pursuits, and the rajority of the
Menorinee males have been loggers and lumbermen ever since, It developed
later that tiere were ne lavs aviborizing the cutting of tribal timber,
but Congress came to the rescue in 1076 and again in 13856 to mamction
the cutting and sales that had taken place,

-51—



Federal conmtrel over the ticher resource had its practical
inception on the Mencminee on June 172, 1840, when Conpgress authorized
the ageat to erploy Indiams in cuiting, selling, 2nd transporting logs
under contract to the highest bidder - provided that net nore than 20
rdllion feet be cut im any one Toar. Tnder the sbove-mentioned acts
spproximately 440 rdllion feet of tirher, alnost all pine, had been cut
by 1908 and removed fran tie rescrvation,

In 1905, a tornado went throvgh a portion of thy reservation
seriously damaging about 35,000,000 feer of timber principally henlock
and hardwoocs, but including about 5 ©illiom feet of pine, on about
20,000 acres, Much of thiaz tipber was too heavy te be floatable down
the river to market and at that tioe no railroad facilities were available
for ranoval of the tirber, Tecanse of mmorous complications imvelved
salvage of the damaged tinber was not undertaken for a considerable
period, Congress finally passed the fct of June 78, 1906, which suth-
orized cutting of the dead and dewn timber into legs and hauling to
suitable locations and authorized contracts with portable sawnil] owmers
to core upon the reservation and cut the logs into lwmber, As it
developed, a pericd of about three years was invelved in the salvage
operation, The loss: mustained as a result of the hlowdown damage
wag an element in the 1951 scttlement with the tride and was a part
of the $7,850,000 tribal recovery, mentioned later herein, The blew-
down damage and ity consecuences were a vital factor in pagsage of the
1908 Act discusaed in the follewing parapgraphs,

The New Economy

At the ineistence and vigorcus support of the late Senator
Robert M, LaFollatte, of Wisconsin, Congress passged a law on March 28,
1908, for establishoment of a legging and zawmilling snterprise on the
raservation., The law provided that the Sscretary of the Interior was
directed to ocut and manufacture dead and down timber and fuily matured
ang ripencd green tinber on the Menomings Reservation; that the cut was
not to excead 20 pillicn boapd-foet in any one year, except to care for
dead and down timber in one designated sectioni that the Secretary was
directed to build, souip, and cperate suitasble apwndlls for manufaceuring
luwsber; that necessary expenses of the lunber operations were to be paid
from tribal funds; that the lumber should be seld, the net proceeds to
be deposited in the United States Treasury at 4 per cent jnterast to be
used for the bernefit of the Menorinee Tribe as preseribed by the Secre-
tary, The 1908 law was amended in 1934, directing the Secretary to
agcertain and fix the fair market stumpage value of the fully metured
and ripened green timber qut on the Moncmines Regservation duving each
fiscal yoar, and the Sacretary was furthar directoed to pay such amount
{cemmenly called “Stumpage) in equal shares to meubers of the tribe
after advance review and approval of the Menomine¢ Oencral Council,
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Enactment of the 1908 /ct resulted in copstruction in 1990%
of 2 gawnill zt Neopit and the begiming of & sustained wield forestry
policy on the reservation. Operztions under the 4ot were managed by
tha U, S, Farest Service until Moy of 1810, when Tull responsibility
for mansging the timber stands on the Fenominesz was transferred to the
newly-formed Forestry Eranch of the Indian Cursau, The wyear 1910 saw
tha eand of river driving, and railroad logging to the new mill <ontinued
until replacement by trucks in 1535,

The sawmill was destroyed by fire on October 5, 1924, A
largsr and mora modern concrete replacemont wos built without delay
and it has operated nearly continuously since. Additions such: as dry
kilns, planing mill, pallet mill, and otier facilitics have been in-
atallad in later years, witi the conseouence that the Menominee Indians
now own one of the largest and finest two-band sawmitls in the Middle
dent,

Since passage of the 1508 Act, the forest of the Meneminee
Pegervation has been nanaped under the princinles of sustained yizld,
which means that the tivber is selsctivaly cut and the volure cut in
any one year does not exceed the volume prowm for that year, Studias
recently concluded by reservation foregters reveal that the forest,
which comprises $1% of the total area, now contains 1,4 billion Board
feot of merchantable cenifercus and mimed hardwood timber, and that
tha annmal growth is slightly mors than 28 rmillien beard feet. Although
cutting of 20 millien fest each yeor wag the legal maximunm for many
years, this wag medified by Congrass in 1956 to pormit a maximm of 22
rillion, This amount cannot be legally excesded until revised by
Congress or until Federal suporvision is terminated, as will be here-
after diacussesd, Manngerent of the forest receives ths attention and
¢loge supervision of Luighly trainod and teshnigal foresters to assure
propor compliznce with the forest tanagement plang, The Menamines forest
is one of the finest examples of the bepefite depived from proper forcost
management and hag earhed national. recognition, Although more than 1,3
billion feet of timber kave heen cut in the lagt 75 years and heavy
foreat fire and blow-down losses wers suffered in the late 100098 and
the early 1900%'s there atill reuains onr tl.c reservetion more timber than
was present originslly,

A8 haa been indicated, the 1938 law requires that the full
stumpage valee of timber cut from the reacrvation must be paid cut each
year to the tribal members on & per capitns bagis, These payments over
the pagt lé-year period have averaged more than $314,000 anpually, The
net earnings of the tribally-owmed sawnmill ere deposited in the U, S.
Treasury to the credit of the tribe and are made available for such
purposes as the tribe desires, The total wages from the logeing and
savmilling operation average about a rmillion dollars each vear — most of
which gzo to the Indians employed in the eaterprise.



Eg;cati on

A Govermment Toarding School wag started in the early 1880%s,
witieh took the place of several dayv gchocls which had previously been
conducted., In 1883, the first Catholic Mission School was emtablished
at Keghona under the Siatera of St, Joseph, and this school is erill
functioning, There were very few high achool graduates prior to the
19207s, Stress= in the earlier daysy was more on teaching trades arnd
agricalture to nake the Indians self-gufficient.

In modern times the Menarines youth attend grade school and
higa school to a depree cemparable with psople living cutside the
reservation, There are now twe tribally-financed Cathclic grade schocls
on the reservation ~ cne at Neopit and the other at Keshena. One public
grade school is located at Mecpit, which operates in the same manner as
sther schosls in the State, under dirsction of the State Department of
Public Inatpaction and a leeal scheol board comprised entirely of local
Indiang — the costs being met fron Federal and State sources, High
achool studeats are ftpansportsd by bus to Shawano, asntigoe an? Suring,
High achool attendance is oh the increaze as indicated by the faet
that 173 were attending in 1955 as comparaed to 50 in 1950, Percentago-
wigse, howaver, the Indians fzll bshind in the numbers attending collega,
although an increase is evident 23 the years go by.

Studies made by the University of ‘Jisconsin, the State Depart-
ment of Public Instruction, and others discloss very few overall dif-
fercences in formal educational attainments betwach the Mancminees and
the non-Indians of Shawazno County, I[Iowever, there is an abgence of
medical, legal, engineering, and other similar profeastonal training in
the populaticn of the refervation at this time.

An Adult Educaticnal Program was established in 1954, which 1s
supervised by the Wiaconain State Department of Public Instruction and
financed by Federal funda, This is a special program of educaticn and
training designed to help the membara of the tribe to earn a liveliheod,
to conduct thelr own affairs, and to assume their responsibilities as
citizena without speclial services because of their status aa Indians,
This program providea vocational training of all kinds at State-approved
schocls; ¢itizenship claszaes are conducted locally for benefit of the
pecple, and college training is heing provided for several atudents,

Haalth

From a atandpoint of health, the Menominess are about on a par
with the general citizenry of the State, The tribe operates its own
modern 36-bed hospital umicr & contract with the Franciscan Sisters, and
two doctors are employed to give medical service to the people. A cop=
tract between the tribe and an cutside dentist provides complete dental
service, The trib¢ pays all the expensas of the hospital, dental, and



medical setup, and services are given to enrclled members free of direct
cost to the individual. A public health Tield nurse is employed full time
under a contract with the State, with the costs being borne by the tribe,
A sanitarian, who is & member of the tribe, is employed by the U. 5, Public
Hdealth Service, and he devetes his full time to improving sanitary con-—
ditionz on the reservation, Death rates from heart disease, cancer, diabates.
and tuberculosis are below the State rate accerding to published reports.
Infant mortality rates exceed those of “isconsin, However, the birth rate
is also greater than the State average, 48 a result, the number of persona
heving Menominee Indian blood are on the inmerease although the degres of
Henominee blood is gradually becoming less,

Enrollment

The cuestion of enroliment as a member of the trile has bean
of concern for many years. Zarly membership with the tribe depended wpon
birth or adoption into the tribe, the maintenance of tribal relations,
and recognition of memberskip By the tribe. Enrollment in the tribe was
primarily 2 matter for comsideraiion by the poveraing body of the tribe,
and neither the quantity nor origin of the Menaninee blood of the applicant
wes decisive., Customs of the tribe prevailed. It is reported that much
digsetisfaction with the procedures wes in evidence because of the incon-
sistent mwamner in which members of this tribe wore enroilad, Trital
politica were involved, and allegations of unfairness and interferencea
arpse constantly, In rare instances, non-Indians were made full-fledged
nepbers of the tridbe,

In en effort to bring some form of order to the enrollment
process, Congress, with tribal consent, passed a law on June 1%, 1934,
vhich provided as follows: (1) the Secretary of the Interior was
directed to prepare a certified roll of members of the tribe, said roll
to constitute the official rell: (?) the sald roll wes to automaticaily
include the nomes of 21l persons then on the Menominee rolls and the
Secretary thereafter was to add names of those ertitled to enrollment:
{3) that any person nhot on the roll om June 15, 1834, wes permitted to
apply to the Secretary for emrollment; {4} that the Secretary was, at
the end of each fiseal year, to campile a list of all persons whe had
applied for enrollment during such fiscal year and waa to certify such
Tist to the General Council of the Menominee Trdibe; (S5) that the Menominece
Tribe was suthorized te investigate such applications amd had one year
to take action, thereafter the Sscretary could teke actiony (6) that no
persor was thereafter eligible for cnrollment unless: (4) he pogsesged
at least one-fourth Menominee Indian blsaod, (b) he was born of parenta
rosiding on the Menaminee Reservation at least: ane of vhom was an en-
rolled member by right or adeption, and (¢) dlood emantum of one-fourth
or more was derived from persona who did mot participate in the “half-
bread payment of 18490il: (7) that any applicant denied onroliment by the
Secretary had a right of appeal to the Federal District Court: and {8)
the gtatute repealed any conflicting tribal enrollment customs,
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The Act of Juns 15, 1534, was amended by the Act of July 14,
1535, The 1534 sct had excluded descendants of those receiving ''half-
breedt payments in 1845. The 1939 Act nade deacendants of such perscns
eligible for enrcllment. It alsc directed the Secretary of the Imterior
to officially determine the cuantum of Menominee Indian blocd of those
on the basic 1534 roll which hed been epproved by the Secretary cn
December 27, 1935, such determination to ba final and ¢onclusive, The
officlal degres of Mencminee Indian Hlocd was detemmined and the findings
were approved by the Loting Aasistant Secretary of the Interior on
June 30, 1941, The blood cquantuy determinations and findings had been
approved by the Genaral Council of the tribe in a rseting held con
May 9 and 10, 1941,

Earcllnent proceedecd unider provisions of the 1934 Act as
amended in 1939 until enactment of Poblic law 399 on June 17, 1954, the
socallad Termination sct, as hereinafter mentioned. The 1954 Act
directed thet the membership rolls of the tribe shkoulcd te closed as
of rildnight of June 17, 1954, ancd that no child born thereafter would
be eligible for enrollment, The Lot also mave Mencoiinees living on
the final date who were not officially enrolled & three~month period
in which to suhnitr a formel applieation for teibal membership: that
the tribe would have three months theresafter in which to approve or
disapprove the application: and that any applicant whose application

_wad disapproved by the tribe had an additional thres months in which
to appeal to the Secretary of the Interior, whose decision would be
final and comclusive, 473 applicationsg were filed with the tribe amd
all but gix were disapproved becaunge the General Council felt the
applicants lacked the ouwalifications preseribed in the 1934 Act,

258 mppeals were submitted to the Secretory who rejected all but
thirteen., AaAs a final consecuence, a total of nineteen nembers was
added to the roll. The final roll, approved by the Sseretary on
Noveuber 26, 1957, new containg 3,270 names, Each enrolled person has
an undivided pro-ratz ecuity in the tribal agsets, which is inheritable,
Prior to passage of Public Law 398, an enrclled member had only 2
life«time interest which téminated upon his death,

Cuprent Employment and Income

The Indian-owned forest 2nd sawrill represent the main resourcs
of the tribe and form the base of the reservation economy, Approximately
two~thirds of the resident families, or about 500 individuals, today derive
their livelihood from employment in the forest and sawmill industries,
The Indians have attained the skills and experisnce to occupy most of the
avajlable jobs, varying from sirmple manual Jabor, through the skilled
levels, to the supervisory positiond of different levels, The Finished
product goes onto the market throughout the Middle West in ocompatition
with coomercial corpanies on the outside, More than 2 million dollars
& year goes back to the Menominge in the form of wages from the mill and
forest, which results in an average income per houschold from this source
of about $2,300,

- 10 -


file:///mdivided

The remaining third of the resident population darive their
livelihood from fawmming and laber., Seme are emploved in road comstruction
and maintenance, in forestry, by the Govertment and by the tribe on the
reservation, Others must seek off-regserveticn employment, much of which
is of a seapenal or itinerant nature,

Although about 45 families do derive a total of about $63,000
each year fram agriculture on 5,000 &cres, farming is not a majer
industyry on the repervation, Except for about six cssen, sgricuature
i incidental to worlking for wiges and is practiced as a supplienent
to labor income,

The individuel Menominee families receive some free mervices
such as tribally-paid hospitslization and medical servicey they do not
pay property or State income taxes; they recelve &n annusl stumpage
dividand from their pro-rata share of timber cut, and the cost of living
on the reservation is lower (¢, g. rent and fuelj. Even though the
Mehontinges do have theae benefits, the effective income wruld still be
gomewhat lower than the $2,200 average annual income recently estimated
for the non-Indian families in arcea adjacent to the reservatien.

Modern Reservation Controls

The Menomines Reservation, sawmill, forest, and other tribal
regources are owned in ¢emmon by the 3,270 enrclled members of the tribe,
Members of the tribe have never acquired individual ownership of the
land, but emch has an undivided interest in the whole, Around 600 homes
have been built by tribal members on & permissive basis, but the home
cwners have no title to the land on which their homes are built. As
has beenh previously stated, the Federal Covermment has held title to
toe land In trust for the tribe as the result of treaty agreements., In
other words, it is & form of guardianship-waerd arrangement.,

It is generally lnown that control of the Indiana and their
resources has been vested in the Congresa of the United States since the
reservation was formed, and admindstration has been performed by the
Burvau of Indian Affairs of the Department of the Interior., Adminis-
tration at the local level has been the reaponsibility of the Superin-
tendent (formerly lknown as the Agent) and his staff, The Fedsral
Government has performed not only the normal services it provides for
all citizens and the services reguired by treaty and special law but
also the services usually provided by State and County Govermments to
their citizens,

In the ¢arly days, the Coverrment ruled the tribe with a fimm
hand but the policy in more recent years has been to encourage the
Indians te take an active part in the management of their own affairs,
The Menominee adopted a constitution in 1928 which set forth the
Govermmental authority vested in the tribe and tribal business hag been
carrizd on under its provisions since. Under this constitution authority
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is vested principally in the Menominss General Council of the whole tribe
{resembling scwewhat the "Towr meeting form of organization, The
Advisory Council consisting of 12 mumbers, one elected fram each of the
8ix reservation districts and six clected from the tribal membership at
large by the entire electorate, acts as an executive body in interim
periods when the General Council is not in session. The Chairman of

tie Advisory Council iz a salaried enployec serving on a full-time basis,
ardl he holds an extremely important job in the tribal Government on the
reservation, The Advisory Council has authority over most matters of
direct importance ta the tribe., liowever, the Tureau of Indian Affairs
mat process major decisions and handle much of the rowtine relation-
ship reruired by the Federal Govermment acting as the lepal trustee of
the Menominee lands vntil such time as those functions are transferred
to the tribe.

For many years the Menorines Tribe has fipanced most of the cost
of Federal supervision of its activities as wcll as its own programs.
On July 13, 1851, the Menominee Tribe wos successful in a lawsuit
against the Government for zlleged mismanagement and inefficiency prior
to 1310 and the tribe received a judgweeni of $6,500,000 from that litiga-
tion, after payment of attorney fees, the tribe had a net balance of
$7,650,000, which was placed to its credit in the U. S. Treasury,

Termination of Federal Control Fegins in 1954

Since the tribal balance in the U, 8. Treasury had rceached a
total of over ten million dellara, the tribe in 1953 asked Congress to
pay approximatcly $4,750,00G of thai amount to the members of the tribe
on 2 per caplta basis., This would have amounted to $1,500 for cach en=
rolled member. The reomeat received favorsble consideration in the House
but ran into difficulties in the Senatz. It was contonded that the
Menmminee Indians were sufficiently advanced, experienced, and cualified
to assume full control and supervision ¢rer their own affairs without Federal
supervigion., Some felt that ‘'wardship® or depemndence on the Federal Govern—
ment for protection and special service is fundamentally bad for any
group of people, It waa aprgued too, that Indiang who were competent
should be ahla to manage their owm affairs and reoceive services from
the usual Stete and local services the same as nll other American citizens,
L9 2 consereence the tribe was finally teld that the Senate would go
zlong with their recuest for the 31,500 payment if the tribe would
agree to removal of Federal supervigion and rasponsibilitry on the reser-
vation, After much deliberation, hoth on the reservation and in
“Jaghington, D, C,, the tribe finally agreed to yield to the Senatefs
demands, The sutcome of this was passage by Congress of the Act of
June 17, 1954, commonly lmown as Public Law 399 - E3rd Cengress. The
name ‘TTarpination Actd hia also crept inco use in referring to this law.

Public Law 399, as amended by Public Law 715 and Public Law

716 prevides for the termination on or Lofors Decomber 31, 1958 of
special Federal supervision and responsibility over the property of the
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Menowinee Indians and furnishing of special services to the tribe and
to its members because of their status ag Indians, The law alao
provided that the tribe should formulete end submit a plon te the Sec~
retary of the Interior on or before December 31, 1957, which would state
what the tribe wants to do in future control ol tribal property and
service functions now conducted by or under the supervision of the
United Statea, The tribe did not complete the plan by the end of 1957
a8 reguired and Congress is now congidering granting them an additional
year, or until the end of 1958, in which te complete the asszignment,

It is expected Congress will give iets consent. Further, Congress has
been asked Ly the tribe to extend the [inal termination date in corder
to afford more time to work ot the complex and difficult decisions and
aclutions which are faced in the transition from Covermmental to tribal
control. The House has apreed to give the tribe until June 31, 1941,
tut the Senate has thus far insistod on the date of December 31, 1960,
ag the final termination date, The cuestions will shortly be considered
in conference, and it is expected that one of the two dates will be
adopted as final.

The law alse states that on the finnl termmination date, or
on such earlier date ags may be agreed upon by the tribe and the
Secretary of the Interior, the Sgcretary is outhorized and directed to
trangfer to the tribe the title to ell property, real and persomal,
held in trust by the United States for the tribe; provided, however,
that if tha tribe obtaing a charter for a corporation or otherwize
organizes under the laws of a state for the purpose, among others, of
taking title to tribal londs and agsets owned by the tribe and recuesis
such tronafer to be made to such corporation or organdzatvion, the
Secretary of the Interior shall maks such transfer to such corporation
or arganization,

Public Law 399 alze closed the tribal membhership rall s of
June 17, 1954, and set up procedurcs for its preparation and approval,
The final rell has bean approved by the Secretary and no children horn
after June 17, 1954, will be eligible for enrollment. The per capita
payment of $1,500 to each Meneminee whose name appears on the final roll
was made. Mowever, the funds payable to thoese under the age of 18 years
were invested in gavings bonds which will became available to the miner
upon hig reaching the age of 18 or to 4 legally appointed guapgdian at
arn earlier date, The tribe was authorized to retain the services of
management specialists and consultants for the purposes of studying the
various probletie and for performing of other services incident to
tornination of Federal supervision of the reservation resources and
asgurption of full non-trust ownership and control by the tribe, The
diviasion of any of the tribal asacts would not he subject to Faderal
or State incane tax; but any assets owned or incame received by
individuals or the tribe after the above-mentioned distribution of the
tribal assets will be subject to both Federal and State tax in the
same manner and to the same degree na non-Indians, After title to the
property of the tribe has becn transferred to the tribe without restrio-
tigna, Federal obligations and control will have been axtinguished and
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the property and the people will te subject to the laws of Wisconsin the
same as citizens or persons within the State., It wasz stated that the
rights of minors and persons of lsgal disahility should be protected,
Provision wea alaso mede authiorizing the Federal Government to transfer
to the tribe such govermmentally—cwned ecuipment and property in its
posasession on the reservation as was deemed neccagary for Indian use,

The law further states that the tribal plan must also contadin
provisions for protection of the forest on 3 sustained yield beais and
for protecticn of the water, soil, fish, and wildiife, It was also
provided that the Federal Govermment shonlld reimburse the tribe for any
expenses incurred in the transition process which directly related to
removal of Federal responsibility, The socalled Terwinatiom sct is the
first cf its kind ever paBsed by Congreas, The Menominews are faced
with an exceedingly difficult, challenging, end ccmplex task thet has
never been perfommed befere. There is nc pattern or prececent to go by,

Fcllowing passage of the ict, the Stote of Wisconsin and its
gubdivisions moved in ouickly and vircrously to the assistance of the
Mencminee trite, The “Hsconsin Loglslature, recognizing that termination
of Federal trust responsibilities would present many difficult problems,
not only to the tribe but alse to the State anc Counties, some of them
requiring legislation pricr to Teminntion, adopted a reselution estab-
lighing the Menominee Indian Study Cemmittee to study the issues, and
$5,000 were appropriated for the wreliminary work, The Study Committee
functions under the chairmanghip of the State ittorney General and conie
sists of three representoatives of the tribe, two legislature aggemblymen
frem the counties to be immeciately affected, n member of <ach of the
two county boards, the Stata Senater fron the arecs affocted, and aix
representatives of State Deportments nest clesely concerned with the
program,

The 'isconsin Dopartment of Taxation mocde an appraisal inm 19587
of the Menominec lands, forest, and other rescurces for tax and lepis-
lative purposes, anc a maes assessment vilue of about 535,000,000 wey
estzblished, The University of "isconsin has been actively empaged in
regearch and studies of the cconomic, legal, sccial, govermmental, and
land nge problems involved, The “fisccnsin Governoris Commigsgion on
{uman Ripghts has contyibuted the salary for a social scientist who has
completed studies of the sscfal agpacts, attitudez, views, desires, ete,,
oh the reservation, The State Depareent of Public Instruction has been
carrying on an ~dult Education Program, finaneed by Federal funds,
offering to tribal members vocatignal, ¢itizenship, and college training
at Milwavkse, Wausau, Creen Bay, and gtiier points in the States, The
Tureap of Yodian 4ffairs is assiating in an advisery and consultive
capacity and in the dissemination of infermation, Other Federal and
State agenciss are cooperating. The tribe dtself ia actively glving
feriocus study to the various alterhintives since they wust soon pake the
decisions which &o vitally affect not only the tribets future Lut alse
the esconony of the State.



The reservation will, after termination of PFederal auperviaion,
bacome & more integrated part of the State of Wiaconsin than it is now,
and will be subject te all the same laws and recuirements as other areda
in the State, The govermmental crganization of the reservetion will Le
similar to the govermmental setups elsswhere in the State, Az the State
is now divided into ¢ounties and local governments, the reservation will
likewise come under ceunty jurisdiction and local services will be handled
through local govermment,

The reservation can bacome a part of existing counties or it
can become a separate county, depending in part upon the wishes of the
tribe and finally upon action of the “Wisconsin legiszlature, & variety
of cambinations fram these two groups of alternatives are possible. The
financial capacity of the reservation to support the future goverhmental
organization and to provide the nocessary services provided by county and
local govermments presents a serious queation pertinent to making the
decisions as to which alternative will be adopted, The limited area and
population are also factors in the fipal decision, The problem i3 to
select from among the pessibilities that combination of ¢ounty and town
governmeat which most nearly mects the desires of all those invelved and
the capacity of the area to support govermmental or zation and services,
The preaent special services financed by the tribe (such as aperation of
the hospital, providing free medical and dental service to the tribal
membership, etc,,} will either be discontinued or paid for from scme
other source than tax income,

Perhapa the most difficult and important issues to be resolved
by the Menmminee Tribe in the transitiomal process from government centrol
to tribal operation are concerned with the organization and management
of their forsst, mill properties, recreational rescurces, other asseta,
mninority desires, individual ecuities, individual land holdings, etic.

The tribe can decide to limuidate the tribal estate and divide
up the procecds equally among the tribal membership. They could aell
out to a4 private organization or to some governmental body such asz the
Us 3+ Forest Service or the State of 'isconsin, Sales could be made
subject to special conditioens and restrictions auch as reculring handling
of the forest on a sustainad yield baxis, If a sale is contemplated
then the cuestion would arise as to whether the Indian owners could
realize the full walue of the property if the purchager were required to
practice sustained-yield operations of the forest. OQutright =ale of the
proparty would raise mmerous other problems also,

The tribe goulkd decide to retain the assets and continue owner=
ship under same tenancy in common system such as now exists, It can
organige as a business corporation, coopera2tive, trust, or other form
undzr State law, Aside from the vital interest the Stata of Wisconsin
has in preserving tha forest, preservation of the Menominea forest and
mill is essential ags a source of livelihood for thosc who have been
employed there and at the same time is 2 source of inceme for all those
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who wish £o retain their intercsis in the tribe's econmdic resource,
Censlderation mey have to be gpiven to tie possibllicty of obtaining
additional investments to increaszse the tex baae ond provide mora erploy=
ent, Major changes in opzraticnal preocedures may Le necessary under
the new setup, Some provisions may be demanded in the plam to enable
holders of individwal ecwities to withdraw froe the tribe and/or to dis-
pose of their shares for cash or other consideration if they so desirz.

A decision has to be nade as to what disposition should be
rade of tribal lands used by individpal tribal rowmbers as howe sites,
business locations, famsg, etc. Sene alternatives are issvance of fee
sirple title for tha tract to the individval, who will own the premises
sutright and who will have to pay the taxes thercon, or (?) the tribe
can retain the land and collsct rentals from the ocoupant ecuivaient
to cdecuate rentals and costs of tavzg, or {3) some other rethod yet
to be selected,

In line witk authority granted by Pullic Luw 389, as amended,
the tribe has since 1954 taksn over from cthe Federal Covernment ifull
regpongibility for lesw and ordar, welfere, public vtility, agricultural
gittangion, education, health, and peneral tridel administration. At
the tribeig reruest, the Vigconsin lepislatire enacted legislation
in 1955 to porrit the tribe to operate its lending program under State
law, Following passapge of this law, the tribe took over the $100,000
Oredit Program from the Govermient and now operates through its 3Jopard
of Trugtees in making loans from tribael Tunds to tribal pembore under
such rules and regulations as che State Concdssionsdr of Fanks would
approve,

The Tureau of Indian AfTrirs tirough the local Agency still
has supervisioen over the forest and saw rdill, construetion and maintenance
of 191 miles of public Indian roads on che reservation, caintebanco of
individezl Indian woney accovnts, prohating of estates involving tmast
property, and suca other tasls as are raruired by law in carrving omt
the Pedaral Governmentls regponsibility os a trugtee, The Agency also
publizhes the MNenorines MNews wont:ly to infom the tribal members and
othera directly concernzd of the issnes confronting the Menominzes and
te offer the trilal leaders a form te counsel tae membership, The
Zureau 13 also conduciing a releention Program, in which the Indian and
hia fanily whe feels he moy ha benefited Yy 8o doing may rove to any of
twelve specified citles and to obtain erployment there. The program
furnishes free tranaportation, helps in securing Lousing of the Indian?s
choice, provides forpiture =nd ovher houseshold necessities if neaded,
vocational training to fit the apnlicent for a job, health inzurance
for him and his family while being reloceted, ond gives him gnidance
and counseling assistince, e is assistsd in obtaining jobs by staffs
in the various citics, The progran: is puprely veluntary on the part of
the Indian,
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Under the 1954 law, the tasks now being handled by the Govern-
ment will have to be administered by the tribe and by local Govermments
az joon a& Federal supervision 1s terminated and titls to the tribal
regources are conveyed from the United 3tates to the tribe or other
entity io 1960 or 1961 as the case may be if the present law ls changed,

Mope About the Menominees of Today

Ax has been previously stated, the final census rell of the
Menaminee Tribe reveals that the total membership as of Jupe 17, 1954,
wag 3,270 persons, Under the provisions of Public Law 399 = Bard Congress,
each person on that roll has an individual, undivided 1/3270 ecuity in
the agseta of the Menominee Tribe, No persons can be added to the roll,
and once an enrnlled member dies iz share will descend to bis heirs
at law,

There are two main settlements on the reservation, both on
State Hiphway Mo, 47. lLeahena, with a population of abpout 950 is the
headomarters for the governmental and tribal activities of the reserva—
tion, Necopit, with a populatisn of about 1200 is the industrial center,
being the home of the Menaminee Indian }Millas, which ja the official
name of the tribally-owned sawmil) enterprise. Legser settlements ape
found in the farming community of Souwth Zranch and at Zsar, State
Highway 47 traverses the reservation in an easterly direction, and State
Highway 55 parallels the t/olf Piver from north to south.

Principal scenic¢ speots on the reservation aside from the lalkes
amd the forest are Keshema Falls, Rainbow Falle, Peavy Fallg, Bear-Trap
Falls, Big Smoky Falls, »ig Eddy Falls, Shotgun Eddy, Sullivan Falls,
Ducknest Falls, and the Dells,

About 2,700 Meneminees (500 familiea) live on the reservation,
and the remaining 570 membera (about 103 familied) resgide elsewhere in
all parts of the petion. Less then 3% are full-bloods, as compared o
50% in 1910 and 28% in 1925, which reflects the result of long tribal
aggociation with the whites with no particular aversion to intermarriage.
About 48% of the Menmaminees living on the reservation are under 15 yaars
of age, 43% are betwaen the ages of 15 and 55, and 9% of the population
iz over 55 years of age. Very faw of the MHenominecaes, satimated at not
more than 12, canmot apeak English or cannot read or write,

The tribe hag for meny years staged an annual fair during the
saumer, usually in august, The people exhibit for prizes their agricul-
turel products, liveateck, foods, handicraft, and other items in the
same manmer ag & typical coumty fajr, Horae races, baseball games, and
other sports and acts are & part of the pregram, and the usual carnival
i3 present to help with the entertaimment, One of the outstanding features
of this feir is the presentation of a pageant by members of the tribe
deplcting same form or phase of Menominee life, This pageant is an
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putstanding attraction and is widely known for itz interest and excellence.
Another feature iz the band concart given by the Menominee Indian Zand
wvhich ix an aggregation of accamplished rusicians, This Menominee Rand
was the official ‘Jisconsin band during the 1954 State Centennial, A

group of the Menaninees which has bean active in preserving scme of the

old Merominee traditions alsoe stages coremonial dances dressed in
traditionsl costumes for entertaimment of the public.

Today (in 1958) the Menoines people have larpely adopted the
ways of the white man, There iz little left of their native culture
that does not reflect the white influence. They are adaptable to new
conditions and ways of living, They make their own living, Thelir
children go to schoel in common with non-Indians., They dress the same
a9 their non-Indian neighbors and propare and eat the same kind of food,
They take part in cemmunity activities and compete in sports with out-
siders, They are devout in their relipious belief, beinpg predominantly
Catholic, Most live in modern hames with medern conveniences, Most of
the homes receive deily newspapers: about 75% of the householde have
television sets, and nearly every home has a radio and an automeobile,

As has been indicated previously, theare is very little
difference in the formal aducation atteimments between the Menpminees
and that of the gemeral citizenry in the region in which they live;
and the state of health enjoyed by the Menominees ia favorably comparabla
to that of the non-Indian regidents of the State, They are truly a
progressive, aggressive, and industrious group of pecple,

The Meneminees, much the same ag any other race, have their
variovs strata of snciety, They have the Felite” group (the leaders and
the more progreasive elements of the trdbe); the less fortunate and
Mwelfare” group representing a minor segment; and the large interim
group which repregpsnta the average cititen, There is & 2trong diversity
of opinjon within the tribe - egpecially with regard to the problems of
enrollment and in taking over their own affairs under the Termination Act,
They have their political factions, inter—-group prejudices and jealousies,
their critics of tribal and govermmental leadership, and other tralts
and elementa aimilar to those which would b¢ present in any group of
over 3,200 people,

There are numerous miaconceptions abeut Indlans in general in
the minda of the general non-Indian public which will be mentioned since
they alae apply to the Mencminee people, It is net universally recogufrad
that Congress in 1924 passed legislation declaring all Indiana born in
the United States to be full-fledged citizens of the United States,

Under Social Security, the Indlan is entitled to old-age assistance,
aid to dependent children, aid to the blind amd disabled, in the same
manrer and on the same basias a8 are non=-Indian people, The Menominess
{and all other Indians oz well) canm vote at lecal, atate, and national
elections, apd they can hold public office and ait on a jury., They are
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a5 free as anyone else in their movements, The Govermment exercises no
contral over their personal affairs - perely over their trust property.
They are free to choose their own way of life. llowever, the accudsition
of full citizenship by Indians in no woy affects their righta to tribal
property, This simply means that an Indian may be a citizen of the
United States and of a State and retain his tribal privileges at the
same time, 4s haa been stated in the foregoing, the Indians pay every
tax a non-Indian pays with exception of trmst property taxes and the
State income tex.

With exception of hunting and fishing on the reservation,
Indians on the Menominee are subject to the criminal and civil laws
of the State and the community in which they reside whether they are
on or off the reservation, They are subject to the military draft laws,
The old Indian liocuor laws have been revised, making it legal for
Indizns to purchase and possess liguor outside tie reservation; and by
local option such can be permitted on the reservatien.

Hany people believe that the (Govermment gives the Indian
rnoney - same think he gets a Govermment check every month., This is not
a fact, What the Indian actually receives through {nst fram) the
Govermment is the incotw from his own property. As has bzen stated,
the law states that the valvue of the stunpage cut frow the Menominee
Reservation sach year muat be distributed to the tribal merbers on a
pro-rata bagis, In other words, the money the Menominee Indian re-
ceives 1s actually a dividend because of his being a *stockholdert in
the assets owned by the tribe, Ths Federal Government dees not give
an Indian money as a gift any more than it would give a non=-Indian money
gratuitonsly.
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AN ABSTRACY OF T MENOMINER TREATIES
Treaty of March 30, 1817 {7 Stat, 153): made at St, Louis, Missouri

This treaty was an expregsion of “parpetual peace and friend-
ghip between all the citizens of the United States and all

the individuals composing the said Menominee Tribe or nationi;
that the tribe conmferred to the United States all lands pre=
viously ceded by the tribe to the Zritish, French, or other
governments; that each side agreed to deliver up all prisoners
in the hands of each: and the tribe acimowledged themselves
to be under the protection of the United States, and of no
other mation, power, or sovereign, whatsoover,'

Treaty of February 8. 193] (7 Stat, 342); made in Jamhington, D, C.

The tridbe, in this treaty, defined the boundaries of the
country which they deseribad as their Texclugive propertyr,
and the totsl area was said to comprise about 9% millioen
acres, Umder thias treaty, the tribz also ceded about 500,000
acres for the benefit of the several tribes of the New York
Indiang for 2 consideration of $20,000; the tribe ceded to
the United States all their country on the eaat side of
Winnebagoe Laks, Fox Niver, and Gresn Zay, cemprising
2,500,000 acrea, in consideration of the kindnmess and
protoction of the Government of the United States, and for
the purpese of secuping to themselves and posterity, a

comf ortable hame',

The treaty then ast apart a tract of land in the Fox River
Valley and sdjecent country for future hames of the

Henomines “tuppn which their improvements && agricultural

people are to be aade’ and for the ‘purpose of weaning them
from their wandering habits 5y attaching them to comfortable
bomes™. The govermment agreed to employ five farmers for ten
succeaaive years to assist and instruct the Indians in ‘*the
business and occupation of farming™; and it agreed to emplay
five females for the pwrpose ol teaching young Henominege wamen,
in the business of usefvl housewifery, during a period of ten
years. Salaries of the farming teachers were get at 3500
anmually and the female teachers were to be paid $300 each year,
The govermment agreed to spend $13,000 under direction of the
Secretary of Jar to build new homes when cccupancy of the new
lands took place. “tThen settled, the Indiana were to be given
"useful househeld articles, horses, cows, hogs, and sheep,
farming utensils, and other articles of husbandry nccessary

to their camfort, to the value of $6,000", The goverrment
agreed to erect a grist and sawmill on the Fox River at & coast
of $6,000 and to cmploy a miller for a period of ten yeara at
an annual salary of $600. Lumber necessary for building on
their lamnda was to be sawed in the mill and the young Menominees
were to be taught the trade of 2 miller.



Treaty of

of the Menominee of slightly over $99,700 and to divide
$00,0(C arveng nersceny Fof mimed Llood as the chiefs shall
hereaziter desipnatei. %he ¥ndians released the United
Stetes from certain provisions of 1831 and 1532 concerning
payment of blacksmiths, etc,., end an edwcatiomal annuity,

in return for payment to thoe Indians of $76,000 to be ine-
vasted in steck, with the interest thereon, until the
President considered it advisable to use same for anmities,

October 18 1848 (g Stat, BE2), made at Lake Pow-aw-hay-kon-nay,

in “figeonain,

The Menominee ceded to the United States #all their lands in
the State of “isconsin, wherever situated”, and in return

the tribe wi& given an arca of ahout £00,000 acres in the

Crew “fing county in the Ztate of Kinnesota. The Upited

States agreed to pay for the following purposes: (1} $30,000
to the chiefs to enabls them to settle the tribal affairs

in “fiscongin before moving: {2} 540,000 to the persons of
mixed bloed; {3} $70,000 to pay tha cost of moving the tridbe

to Minnesota; (4) $20,000 to the tribe to subsist thenselvea
the Tirst year after their removal to Minnesota; {5} $15,00 for
establighment of » mamizl-inbor school, the erection of 2 grist
and saw nill, and ether necessnry improvements in their new
country; (6} $¢,000 for employment of a "snitabls person to
attend and earry on the said grist and saw mill for a peried

of 15 years®; {7) $11,000 for keeping vp and aupplyineg the
blacksmithis shop for a period of twelve years; and (8} $200,000
to be paid to the tribe in ten ecual annmal installments, com-
mencing 'with the year 1£57, snd vhem their annuities or anmual
inatallments under the treaty of 1836 shall have ceasedd,

Provision was made for dispogition of the annual intercst on
the stoeks purchaged vnder tho treaty of 1836 by sripulating
that so much thereof asz war be neceszary should be expended
for support of the mamnal-labor school and "other means of
edueation’! and the balonce be anmially paid over in money as
other antmitien or applicd for the benefit and improvetients

of the tribe a3 the President, on consultation with the c¢hiefs,
would determine from time to time,

The govermment agrecd to pay the expenses of & delegation of
the tribe to engble the Indicns to explore and examine their
new kinnesots conty. Indenuities for loss of goods intended
for delivery te the Indians werse provided. The tribe was given
two years, or until October 18, 1B50, in which to move to
Hinnesota. Lesser items were also included in the treaty,




Provision was made to distribute ¢lothing and flour "and
wholesome provisions? te a value of $1,100 within six monthg,
and the sun of $6,000 annuslly was allowed for a period of
12 years to be spent lr a mamner and form deemed beneficial
and advantageous to the peaple, A gun and blacksmith shop
was to be erected, to be svpplied with the necessary iron and
steel, and to be “continved at the discretion of the Presi-
dent % #* *, The govermment agreed to appropriate $2,000
annually for a pericd of ten vears for suppert of aschools,
The Menominees were to be permitted to hunt and fish in the
ceded area tuntil it be surveyed and offered for sale by the
President™, The chiefs pledged themseives to preserve peace
and harmony between thalr poople and the U, 5, Ex-

pressiona of peace and friendship were restated, The
government reserved the right to make roads and eatablish
military poats in the area, Other ftems of a leayer or
temporary nature were stipulated including the purchase by
the govermuent of & comfortable suit of clothes for each
of the Henominee delegetion which had come to Washington,

D, C, for the purpose of entering into this treaty. 4ind an
annual allocation of 51,000 worth fof good and wholesome
provisions snnuwally, for four years, by which time it is
hoped their hunting habits may ceass, and their attention

be turned to the pursuits of agriculfure®,

Trgaty of February 17, 1831; made in "fashington, D. C.

This treaty altered some of the cession terms of the treaty
of February B, 16831, Tie revisions affected those New York
Indlans who were to move onto the ceded areas and had very
little affect on the Menomines themselves cr the lands they
retainaed,

aty of October 27, 1832 (7 Stat, 405), made in Washington, D. C.

In this treaty the Menoninees ceded certaln lands to the
United States, in exchange for other landa in Wisconsin, and
granted certain lands to Stockbridge, Munace, and Srother-
town Indians,

Treaty of September 3. 1836 (7 Stat, 506), made at Cedar Point, near

Green Pay, isconsin

The Menominee ceded abont 4,184,320 acres to the U, 5. for

a consideration of $20,000 per anmun for a peried of 20 years,
plug an additional allowance of clothing, tohacco, salt,
farming utensils, etc., for the term of 20 years, and the
employment of blacksmiths, millers, farmers, ate,, for
another 20 years. The govermment agreed to pay Tjust debtgh




Tresty of

¥ay 17, 185%, {10 Stat, 1064), entered in at Keshena Falls,

Treaty of

Wigcongin,

Tha treaty states that vpon ‘ranifegtation of great umvilling=-
nesg on the part of said Indians to remove to the country
weet of the Missigzaippi Siver, upon Crow ‘fing'', the Maneminee
tribe apreed to ceds to tha United States all the Minnesota
landz given tham under the treaty of October 18, 1848, TIn
return the triba acceptad as their future home to be held as=
Imdian lands are held? twelve townships of lend in the "olf
Liver Country of "Tisconsin, Ixcept for the cession later of
two townghips, the 1054 reservation has continued to be and
still is the Menauinee Indian Resarvation,

The treaty provided that the government was to pay $15,000
for satablishctent of a mamwal-Iaber scheol, the erection of

a grist and saw mill, and other mecessary improvements)

(2} to pay $5,000 for employing a suitable parsen to attend
and carry on the said grist and saw mill for & period of 15
yeara; (3) $11,000 for ccntimming, keeping up and providing
supplies of & blacksmith shop for 12 vears; and [#§r$4ﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ to
the tribe for such purposcs and uses as in the Presidentis
judgment would beat pracote the inwprovewent of the Menominees,
{This $40,000 waa in licu of a similar amount which had been
allocated for the trides removal and subzistence in the
¥innesota country.,) It was stated that all other beneficial
stipulations of the 1048 treaty were ta be fulfilled.

The tribe was granted a payment of $24%,6086, which represented
the difference in values betwoen the Minnesota land which

the tribe hod ceded and the new reservaticn at Keshena, The
mohey was to be paid in 15 anouwal installments, conmencing
with the year 1867, for such objects, uses, and purposes as
the President of the Unived Stctas would “judge necessary and
proper for their wants, irprovement, and ecivilization',

Except for the cession later of two townships, the 1854
reservation has continued to be and atill is the Menorinee
Indian Geservation, Mo furtier attenpts were Lhade to move
the tribe,

Febrnary 11, 1856, {11 ftat, 67%), entared in at lieshena,

“izconsin

The tribe ceded to the United States two townships from the
southeaterly part of the 1854 reservation for the purposea

of locating therson the Stockbridge and Munsee Indians and
suck others of tie New Yorlk Indizng ag the U, 5, might dasire
to renove thereon,
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For thias cession the tribe was to be paid at the rate of

60 cents per acre, to be expended for their bencfit, The
treaty also said *that in case this agreement and the

treaties moade previously with the Menominees slonld prove
insufficiont, from causes which cannot now be foreseen, to
effect the said objccty, the Preaident of the United States
may, by and with the advice and consent of the Semate, adopd
such policy in the management of the affairs of the Menominees
#3 1ln his judgment may be nost beneficial to them; or Congress
ray, hereafter, make such prevision by law as experience shall
prove to be hecessary.

It was also apreed that the Menominees would suppress the

use of ardent spirits among their people, and resist, “by
all prudent reans, its introduction in their settlements’,
Roads and highways, 1aid out by antherity of law, wasg to
have right=of=way through the Indizn lapds on the same

terns as provided by law for their lecation through the lands
of 'citizens of the United Statead,



1634

1667:

16691
- 1671:

1757

17601
17%4+

1815:

1825

1827:

1831:
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CHRONOLOGY OF SELECTED SVENTS RELATIMG TO TS MENOMINEE

This was the year when the Menomineze had their first encounter
with white men as Jean Nicolet vizited them at the mouth of
the Menaminee Liver and reported their existence,

Arrival of Nicholas Perret, a Fraench fur trader, who spent some
time with the Menominee and who wag the first to give a
deseriptive report regarding the Indians themselves.

Father illeouez, a Jesuit, visited the regionm.

The first Jesuit missionaries came inte the area to work with
the Menmminee, They left in 1684, and again returned in 1831
to remain,

Indiany hit by a severe smalipox epidemic, causing many deaths,

End of the French control over Henaninee. The British assumed
control in 1761.

Menominee peosple becamz subjects of United States pursuant
to Jay Treaty betweon Great 2pitian and the United States,

A United States Govermment trading post and Indian Agency was
establizhed at Lalaye, the name of which was changed to
Creen Bay.,

Treaty of peace at St, Louis, Missouri, eu March 30, 1817,

A grand council wes ¢alled at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, on
August 18, 1825, for the purpese of fixing boundary linzs
between the several tribesg in the area, 4lthough & treaty was
made the Menpminew chioefs excused themselves and ataved awny,
Thus, the Menominee boundaries were not settled at this meeting
or by this treaty,

Treaty of Butte des Morts, Wisconain, opn Auguat 11, 1827,
defining boundary lines between the Menominoee, Chippewn, and
Yinnebago,

Treaty of Uashington, D, C, on February 8, 1831, defining
boundary lines and ceding lands to the United States, a portion
of the latter to be for the use of certain New Tork Indiems,

Treaty of Vashington, D, C, on February 17, 1831, modifying the
treaty of February 8, 1831, in rogard to the landa ceded for
the use of New York Indiana,
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Trenty of Washington, D. C. om Cctober 27, 1832, in vhich cer-
tain modifications are made in repard to the lands ceded for the
use of New York Indians (Stockbridges, Trothertown, and Munsee),
and to certain boundary lines,

Articles of agreement made at Cedar Point, Wisconsin, on
September 3, 1£36, ceding certaim lands te the United States,

Act of May 29, 1E48 admitted Wisconsin inte Union 24 a2 State,

Treaty of Lake Powawhay-kon-nay on October 18, 1848, ceding all
their lands in dsconsin, the United States to give them certain
lands in the Crow Wing cevntry ip Minneseta which had been

ceded by the Chippevwa.

The so-called “half-hreed’ povment of $40,000 wasy distributed
utder the terms of the 1848 treaty on July ¢ and 10, 1849 at
Fort Howard, Yiscensin, DPayunent wae made te 114 men, 134 wemen,
and 539 children, Eacsh reccived a2t least 350, The ckieafs also
approved an additional paynent varving from $25 to $41 for 2
gelected group of about fifty individuels, Those receiving
thebpayment were to sever all eificial connectiona with the
trike,

Congress passed the act of 1650, which in effect gave to the
State of Wisconsin valid title to sll swamp lands in the State,
This included swamp lanmds in the area set apart in 1854 as a
reservation for the Menamines Indians, The matter was asttled
in 1926, and thercafter the tribe suwed the U, 3, for breach of
treaty in failing to conver to the tribe zll the lands within
the 1854 reservation. Sesthe date May 29, 1944,

2,002 Menominee Indian men, women and children meved to Feshena
pending establishment of 2 permcnent heme for them,

Task of educatien taken over by the Covermment, financed with
Henominee treaty money.

Treaty ot the Falls of the 'lolf “iver (feshena Falls} on

May 12, 1854, by which the Henarinze ceded the Minnescta re-
serve set apart for them in the treaty of October 1£, 1548,

and were in lien thereof assigned & reserve on the *folf River,
This is tho rescrvation the tribe now owns a2nd is known es

the Menominee Indian Deservation. 7The Legislature of the State
of Wisconsin gave its consent to estahlishment of the reservation
on February 1, 1853,

First Indian Agency on the Menpminee Reservation establizhed
at Neshena, and an "igent took residence.
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Act of March 3, 1855, authorized payment for attorney servicea
given the tribe by lichard ¥, Thorpson relating to filing a
claim against the ¥, 5. for additional compensation for lands
ceded by the Menominees under the 1848 treaty, Payment reouired
tribal consent.

Treaty of Keshensa, “isconsin, of Febrmary 11, 1856, in which
the Menaminee ceded two townships of their reservation to the
United States for the use of the Stockbridge and Munses tribes,

Oshkosh, the most famous Menominee chief died,

Menaminees started 2 move to ohtain 40 and Bd=acre alloiments,
Thig was mever accomplished,

Military Road built from Creen 3ay to Lake Superior - went
through the Resarvation,

Another severa smallpox epidemic hit and many Menominees died,
Great forest fires burnmed on the reservation,

Act of Congress of Februvaery 1, 1871, authorized the sale of
aix townships of the reservation, BSale was never accomplished
because of protests from tribal nembers, especially Chief
Pierre LaMotte.

Neopit, & son of Oshkesh, cnde chief,
First tribal lumber camp cstablished on the reservation,

Keshena school closed for lack of pupila, Instead, small
schools were started at South 3ranch and YWest Pranch,

Act of May 15, 1874, permiticd tlie improvement of the YWolf River
within the reservation and provided for payment of damagés to
the Indians. The Indians were to be permitted te run logs

down the river,

The Keshena 3ocarding School was estnblished, with local council
consent. Attendance was made compulsery, and 76 attended the
first year, The children stayed in the scheel and food and
glothing were furnished,

First permanent physician arrived at Keshena,

Act of April 25, 1876, authorized the sale of all pine timber
oni the reservation.
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Act of July 17, 1876, perwitted the improvement of the Oconte
piver within the reservation and provided for payment of damapes
to Indians: the Indians were to be pemmitted to use the river
for runming logs.

First local Indian *law and ordert facility established on
resarvation.

Franctscan Order, assisted shortly thersafter by the Sisters
of St. Joseph, took over the Menominee Catholic Mission.

Act of March 31, 1862, anthorized sazle of the logs cut during
the winter of 1876 2nd 187¥: procoeds to be expended for the
benafit af the Indians.

The Franciscan Fathers started the Keshena Misgion School;
later this became a hoarding achool for Cathelic children,

First Menominee hospital started,

Act of June 12, 1890, anthorized the sale of timber on the
reszrvation and employment of the Menemince Indians for cutting
game, An appropriation of $75,000 was made for expenses of cut=-
ting timber, said sum tp be reimbursed out of receipts from
sale, 4 like amount was authorized to be loaned to the Indians
each year for this purposs. Sanction of the Indians, in full
couneil, was recuired before this act should become operative.
The annual cut was limited to not more than 20,000,000 board
feet.

Adct of July 6, 1822, authorized the construction of a railroad
by the Marinette and Jestern Dailway Cempany through the
reservation and previded that the railrsad should pay $50 per
mile annually for cach mile of road, which was never built,
Occupants of individual tracts were to be reimburscd for
damages and property taken,

S00 Line Railroad pranted right-of-way by Act of March 2, 1899,
{Chapter 374 Stat, at Large). Caupany to pay §15 per year per
rile for right-of-way.

First permanent jail built ot rescrvation at Eeshena.

4 tornado on July 16, damaged 35,000,000 feet of timber on
20,000 acrea.

dct of June 21, 1906, authorized Secretary of the Interior to
negotiate with the Henmiinee Tribe for purchase of the V. 8,

of "a portion of the surplus land of the Menomince Tribwe'' to be
paid fer at a rate of not more than $2,00 per acre, This Act
intended purchase of additional land for completing allotmenta
to gther tribes, No cessions were pade onder this Act,.
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Fipst railread (now the foo Lime) built through Neopit.

Act of June 28, 1906, avthorized sales of dead and down timber
damaged by the 1505 blowdown in addition to gales authorized
under the act of June 1%, 1890, supra.

act of March 2B, 1908, anthorized the cutting of tirber, the
erection of sawmills, the pammfactnre and sale of lumber and
and the preservation of thoe reservationts forest. A maxinrmm
cut of 20 rillion board feet & year waa stipulated, Yhe
proceeds fron sales and the net profita wera to be deposited
in the U, 8, Treasury to the credit of the tribe at four

per cent interest to be used for benefit of the tribe, This
Act was amehded by the w0t of Marech 3, 1811, Acts of May l1&,
1916, March 2, 1917, May 25, 19128, Jamuary 27, 1925, Juns 15,
1934, May 31, 1¢4¢, and July 14, 18356,

The villape of Neopit came into being,

U, S8, Forest Service took over forestry operations on reservation
oh January 22, ibrogated on Julr 17, 1909,

Firast gawnill built at Noopit under Lot of March 28, 1908,
started sawing lumber on Janmary 15, 1909,

Aot of March 3, 1909, arended the ict of May 29, 1908, by extend~
ing conaideration to additional perscons taking actiom agninst
the Menomince Tribe in the Courc &f Claimg end other provisions.

The act of dpril 4, 1910, authorized appointment of a comsission
to take testivony in cases agninst the Menominee tribe and
individual members. The Court of Claimy was given amthority

to hear and remder final judsment for any balances found due
upon the ¢lains of contractora who ecntered into agrecments with
the tribal committece for logzing done under the Act of June 28,
1906, ipended by Act of Avgust 34, 19212, with final date for
filing on June 30, 1913,

Marked thc cad of river driving on the Mcnominees,

Severy forest fires burned,

Act of March 3, 1911, directed the Secretary of the Interior teo
have dead and down timbor oot on the Menorringe Teservation in
addition to the timber sutiiorized to be cut unmder the 1908 ict,

Aact of fmgust 24, 1912, anendod fet of 4April 4, 1910, to extend
final date for filing claics apgainst Menominees to Jume 30, 1913.
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atterpts to revive interest in alletting of the reservation landa
again proved futile,

First Kenoninee Indian ¥air organized - has since heen held
annually, usually in Lvpust,

Act of May 1B, 1516, authorized the Secretary to withdraw
$300,000 of trital funds arising vnder the laws authorizing sales
of timber, ete,, and expend same in the clearing of land, erection
of sanjtary homes, purchase of dairy stock, eruipment, etc, to
enable the Indians to become supnorting: only coupletely cut-over
lands were to he umed for agricvltural purposes, 4 similar Act
of March 2, 1617, authorized pevr capita payments in cagh, gaid
payrents to be deposited to crecdit of the indivicual Indians.

& similar sct of May 25, 1218, restricted the removal of
marketable timher from farym lande, If ¢imber was preseat on

tie lands to he fanmed, clsarance f{rom the Forestry iranch ol

the reservation was necessary.

Act of March %, 1917, authoriged the expenditure of $387,000 of
tribal funds to aid the Indians te fit themszelves for or to en~
gage in farming or such other purguits or Avocationa asz will
enable them to become gelf-supperting, or in the cage of old,
decrepit or incapacitated membors of the tribe for support, If
the land centained merchantable tirber no clearing could be done
without consent of tie Forestry Dranch, which had to certify

said clearing would not Le cdeirimental to preservation of the
forest and the land was more valuable for agricultural or grazing
purpeses, The $300,000 in the previecus yearis appropriation
{(wivich had not been paid out) was authorized for a $50 per capita
payment toe each tribal member,

Apvrgpriation ict of May 25, 1918, enthorized the withdrawal of
$300,000 from Menoodnee trust funds and the nes of the same
for purvoses apecified in the Let of March 2, 19017,

Demands for allottving of reservation tribal lands failed of
accomplishment,

First State dighways (#47 and 55) built through reservation.

First tribally-ovmed sawmill at Meopit tetally destroyed by
fire ob October 25, 1824, This mill was replaced by the present
strugivre,

Lt of Jomuary 27, 1525, amending the Acet of March 28, 1905,
autherized the making of contracts with white men for any work
connected with the logging and milling operations, to authorize
the enplovment of white mew, and to exempt from the redcuirements
of sections 3709 and 3744 of the Revised Statutes all contracts
for labor or supplies necessary for the carrying on of auch
operationsy,
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het of tlarch 4, 1975, antlhorized expenditure of not to exceed
$275,000 of tribal frnds o rebuild the tribal sawmill and its
appurtensnces at Heowit waled had been destroved by fire on
October 5, 1974,

tew, medern sewmill began operation ai Meopit, succeeding the
plant dzstroyed by fire in 1284,

First Tribol Censtitution opproved by Scoretary of the Interior
on February 11, 1520, This document set forth the role to de
carried Ty the tribe in handling of tribal affairs, Subsecnent
arendients eve also baen eracted,

Lot of Februsry 14, 1931, euchorized per capita distriduetion of
tribal funds,

Act of March 2, 1231, authorizec use of trital funds for employ-
ment of cttorners te handle their cloims, ete., 2t not moro than
36,000 a y2ar plug actral expenses up to 58,000 2 yaor,

fet of Jume 14, 1532, auchorized per capitc distribution of
tribal funda.

Act of June 3, 1933, autlorized por capita distribution of
tribal funds,

Lot of June 135, 193£, amending the Act of Herch 26, 190G, pro-
vides for payment to each anrolled member of the tribe at

the end of each fiscal weny his nrp raga gshare af the fair
market sturpage value of the fully matvred and ripened green
timbzr cut on the rescrration Jdoring the fiseal year, The
expenditures smst be subnitied to the tribal ceuncil for its
advanca revisw and appronl,

tet of Jume 15, 1934 (Pu-lic “aw 357) enacted to cstablish pro-
cegures for enroliinmg tribal membors, imended in 193¢,

kuch tiaber was damapged Ly windstorms,

Aot of May &, 1935, authorized erpenditure of $720,000 for making
an  azdit of the tribsl) Quods of i Menominge ang for an
engineering audit of the tizler operations on the reservation,

Act of Septomber 3, 1535, emended by the Act of april £, 1938,
and May °9, 1544, conferred jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims
of the United Etates to hear, determine, odjudicate, and render
final judgeont on all claims of whotsoever nature which the
Menemines Tribe of Indians moy Gave agoainst the United States
ariaing under or growing ot of any maladministration or wrongiul
handling of any of the finds, lend, ticber, or other property or
business enterprises belonging to the tribe or held in trust

for it by the United States, !Under this ict the Menominee filed
several separate suits against the United Statea,
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184G
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1944 -

Logging by rallrond dizcontinused in favor of transporting of
logs by truck.

Severe tiwber damage cansed by windatorw,
Dry kilns installed ot Mill,

Act of Lpril 8, 1238, amended the ~ct of September 3, 1235,
anthorizing conferring of jrrisdiction on the Court of Claims
to adjedicate elaims of kKenaninzes against the nitsed States,

act of July 14, 1038, anended enrellrent ict of June 15, 1934,
Sge page 10 herein,

The Menamines Tribte, Ly ordinance of Nevember 14, 1239, catlawad
Indian-eustar rarriage and diverce: ahd provided that in the
fetare marriege and divercs st Le in conformicy with State

law, The ordinance wis aporoved oy tae Secrgtary of the Interior
on Janwary 1%, 154G,

dct of June 27, 1540, autiorized Y50 per capita payment payable
from 1940 and 1941 stuapege,

Secretary of the Interior approved the blood-ruantws determinations
and findings of the officizl 1¢3¥ trih:zl rerberghip roll on

June 30, 1841, as reruired by the act of July 14, 1939, The
blood-quantums are considered a3 official and final,

Kenemines Reservation Censervatien Clul arganized in 1941,
actively engaging therselves since in icprovement of fish and
garie cenditions aad supply on the reasrvation, '

Act ol Hay 29, 1944, amencding fcts of Septewber 3, 1935, and
April 8, 193&, authorized purchase of the swarp lands within the
reservation from the State of “fiscomain, The State of YWisconsin
had acquired 2ll swarp lands within the State by a Congressionmal
Act in 1850. Yhen the 1654 reservation was given to the tribe,

it develeoped later thet the swanp lands had not been included, -
In the ¥, 5, Court of Cleins the tribe won a juadguent of §1, 750,000
because of failure on the w»art ol the Govermment to turn the swanp
lands over teo the State, and the Aot of ¥ay 29, 1944 authorized
use of this judgment moner to purghase the landa in question,
actual purchese was pade im 1845, About 34,000 acres of swanp
lands were involved,

Act of June 28, 1944, directed an audit of the books and operations
of Menorzinee Imdian Mills Y3 & certified public aAccountant:
at & cost of not nore than 510,000,
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1954:

Act of July 1, }sa4 (58 Otat, 712) made the Federal Employeea
{ompensation act applicable to persons acployed on the Henomines
Reservation under the dct of 1900 or any other Ac¢t relating te
tribal tinber and logring operationa on the reaervation.

Pallet plant installed at Mill,

Act of May 31, 1%4%, suthorized an incresse in the snnusl cut
of five million feet during the {iscal years of 1949, 1950 and
1951, to care for dead herdock on the Teservation,

In July of 1951 the tribe won & settlement of 38,500,000 with

the Fedoral Govermrent as the result of a meber of separate

suits filed against the Sovermnent, %The settlenent on which

the final juderent of 36,500,000 was entered in the U. §, Court

of Cilairs represeated an agreerent in the amount of dacages in
connection with the liahilities previousliy estebliszhed in the
contested court proceedings., The scttlement embodicd four
erievances: (1) the failure of the Gevernrent to salvege a

large anount of valuable tirber bLlown down by a heavy windstorm

in 19C8; {2) failure of the Govermment to r:anage tribal funds

S0 as to produce all the interest widch the tribe wag entitled

to receive under varicus ficts of Cengress: (3) failure of the
Federal CGovermment to manage thie cutting of timber on the

Fenowminee Desorvation during the peried 1910 to 1928 sp as to
preserve the forest resources of tho tribe on the basis of

forestry principles establisved in the 1905 Acty and {4) failure

of the Govermtient to ranage the saymill eperations '"in an efficient
and eocpetant rannerdt, The claire of the tridbe were mostiy

filed in 1928, The 8,500,000 war alletted by an Act of Congress
in Novemter of 195F =nd wes ceposited to the United States Treasury
to credit of the tribe, 1he tribal attormeys received fees of 10%
of the amount settled forg $1,500 of the cellection was distributed
to each enroiled Menondnee under the Act of june 17, 19543 and the
balance remained in the Treasury fer expenditure in such manner as
decread by the tribe, 1In the settlement, the tribe and the Govarn—
ment agread that this coversd all lisbility of the Govermment up to
1943 and all other cieims were witl . This was the second
largest judgrent ever received am an Indian tribe - beding secend
only to the {te case.

&ct of June 17, 1954 (68 Stat, 250) (Public Law 399) providing
for a per capita distribution of tribal funds, for torrination of
Federal supervision of the reservation an December 31, 1950,
¢logure of the tyibal rell, and otier purnoses, See page 12 for
further detail,
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1956:

1956:

1956;

1957:

1937

Distribution of the $1,500 per capita payment muthorized by the
Act of June 17, 1254, started on Lugnat 3, 1954, Payment was
made to each cualified adult Henomines living on June 17, 1954,
whoae tmame appaared on the final renbership roll of the tribe.

The payments due minsrs were invested in Covernment Savings Ponde
to be delivered to the perapn on his reaching the ape of 18 years,
Fordls due mental incotpatsnts or those under legal disability
were deposited in the Indian Agency, to de disbursed for their
benefit in accordan¢e with plana approved by the Superintendent,

Act of Mngust 24, 1954 (Public Law 661} brought the Menominee
Resepvation under the pravisions of the Act of Avgust 15, 1953,
{Public Law 280}, which makes the civil and criminal laws of
the State applicable to the reservaticn sxcept where treaty
conflicts might exist, MNeither does the law extend to trust
property.

At of July 14, 1956, (Public Law 716 - 84th Congress), amending
the act of Jume 17, 1954, (Public Law 399 - 83rd Congress), pro—
vided that the plan to be subritted by the Tribe for contrel of
tribal property after tercination sheuld centain provisions for
protection of the forest on a sustained yield basis and for pro-
tection of the water, aoil, fish, and wildlife; transfer of
property to the tribe, and for other purposes,

On July 14, 1956 {Public Law 721), Congress paagsed law increasing
alloweble tirber cut to 22,000,000 board fest annually.

Act of July 14, 1956, (Public Law 715), autherized payment by
the Federal Govermment of the cost of making certain studies
necessary to assist the tribe to prepare for termimation of
Federal supervision,

Second hand saw and appurtenances installed in snwmill began
aperating in July, 1957,

Final ¥enominee roll, listing the names of the 3,270 enrclled
repbers of the tridbe, approved by the Secretary of the Interier
on November 26, 19%7, in accordance with provisicns of Public
Law 399, supra,
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STATISTICAL INFOKATION -~ MINOMIILLS INDIAN PESERVATION et

LAND (WNERSHIP - AS OF JTANUARY 1, 1950

Owned by the Menowinee Indian Tribe . . . . - v &« + ¢« » « » 233,881 2cres
Fee patented land - Owmed by the Bursan of Catholic Missions 21 asrsg
Gross area of the reservation « 4 o o« « = s = v o ¢ = = « = 233,502 acres

LAND CLASSIFICATION

Forest producing land under sustained-yisld management, 213,130 acres

Huekeg and rock out-crop areas. v o + v o ¢ » 2 « v 1 ¢ + & 2,642 Acies
Opland {2684 acres)} and lowland brush {EDBI acres), « « « » 5,065 acres
‘ater areas [rivers, lakes, springs, mill pond) . . + = » &« 4,007 acres
hgricultural and open grass land, . + & 2 « « ¢ » ¢+ & ¢ o 5,004 Acres
Industrial, village, and residsntinl areas, « o ¢ o o o o ¢ 1,372 2ores
2oads {ercluulve of minor roads)a « s s 5 & 5 8 & 2 5 8 s s 1 756 mcres
ﬂthﬂrtﬂ*ﬂﬁ-;--oor--r---------:-... 1?5&&‘3‘33
Gross ared of reservatlon o + o & & & 5 ¢ ¢ & 0 & + + + + & 233,952 pCres

PEROPLE

Persons enrolled on fimal Menominee tribkal memberahip roll, 3,270
Enrolled members 17 yeara of age and younger eon firal roll. 1,513
Enrolled membera 18 ycara of age and older en final roll. , 1,757
Enrolled Menominees living on the regervation . o« o« o« o o« & 2,077

Znrolled Menominee families living on The reservation . . . 500
Enrolled Menominees living of f Che reservation. « « « + » » 503
Enrclled Menominee familics living off the reservation. . . 103
Average size of enrelled Menomineo fhmilr " E e s 5.4
Wo, of full bloods on the final woll of Jume 17, 1954 , . & 7
Na. of etirolled Menominees who cannet speak English . . o
No. af enralled Henainees who cannot read and write Eug11sh 12
Families now engaged in agriculture o« + « + 2 » & &« = & & 25
OTHER
Ho. of lakes on the reasrvation (41 are ten acres or over). 82
Wo. of miles of trout SLredfi, + + 4 o & o o 4 & » = 5 v &5 & 330

Miles of reservation roads {exclusive of State and lopging roads} 193
Gross volume of timber on the reservation as of 1-1-58:

Herchantable saw-timber. . + + » &+ « « + « 1,297,881,970 Foard fect
Other merchantable {orest products . o . . 53,079,151 “pard feat
Cther growing material - 5% to 99 diameter _ 109,000,000 Moard feet
Total velune of timber . . . o 4 4 « » « » 1,45%,91,12) [oard feet
Pregent legal allowable annuaj cui of timber, . 22,000,000 Zoard feet




PARTIAL BIBLIOGRAPEY CONCERNING TIE MENOMINEE PEQPLE AND THEIR RESQURCES

Js» Ps KIBNEY: Indlan Forest and Dange, Forsatry Enterprisca, Washington,

IB-

Fo KESSING: The Menomini Indians of “Msconsin, Aimerican Philiaophical
Society, Philadelphia, Pa.

JOE KESHENA:  The Menominec Indinns of “lisconsin, Mendsinee Indian
Mills, Neopit, 'flsconsin (Qut of print)

GOVERNOR®S COMMISSION ON HIMAM RIGETS; ‘fisconsin Indians, by Governor's
Comission on Mumen Fights,
State Capitel, Madison, VWisconsin,

MENOMINEE INDIAN CENTEMMIAL COMMIYTIREE: Menominee Indian Centennial
1854-1954 (Mcy be purchased froo
Tribal Treasurer, Heshenz, 'Vis=
consin, for 50 cents,)

GEORGE D. SPIMDLER: Sociocultural and Psychology Process in Menomind
Acculturation, University of California Press,
Berkeley, California,

Zulletins, publications, and articles frorm:

The Shawano Evening Leader, Showanp, Wisconsin.

The Universzity of "fisconsin (in verious depariments),
Fariou§ State Departments,

Governor®s Commission on “Juman Fights, Madison, Wisconsin.
Henominee Indian Study Comiittee, Madison, Wisconsin,
Mencminee Indizn Lgency, Keshena, *aconsin,

Congressional Fearings.



