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A, 1D, 1RSE.
THI
TRUSTEES OF THE LA CLOSSE PUBLIC LIHKAKY
Have Caonsed This Tablet to Be Inzcribed to the
Memory of 1ts Founder,
CADWALLADER C. WASHBURX,

Whao Iln;.||:.._-;:1||-|| the Sum of Firry THoUSAXD
Dorears for the Establishment and
Maintainance of This Library
Alamas a Memento of the

YOUNG MEN'S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION,
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Ponating Seves THousasp DOLLARS Lo

Al im the Erection of This @
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DEDICATORY EXERCISES.

TrE L Crosse Preric Lieeary was formally opened and
dedicated to the public, on the evening of Tuesday, Novem-
bar 20, 18588, The exercises were held in Libravy Hall and
attended by as large an audience as conld be accommodated,
while during the evening a still larger number inspected the
book room and varions other apartments.

His Honor Mayor David Auastin in opening the exereises,
salid;

Ladies and Gentlemen:  We have met npon this oceasion
to dedicate this beautiful structore. founded by the munif-
ieanee of oneof your most distinguizhed fellow citizens. Your
presence is an assurance of the deep interest takem in this
important public institution which I trust will equal your
highest expectations as a means of promoting edueation. You
will now give attention to the sxercises,



REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE.

BY JOREFH CLARKE.

Lapies axp GENTLEMER: The committes appointed to ar-
range the exercises of dedication, thought it would be proper
and appropriate that some information should be given yon
this evening on behalf of the trustess regarding the construe-
tion of this beantiful library building,

1t is doubtless known to most of you, that the $50,000 be-
queathed by Governor Washburn to establish and maintain a
Public Library in this city, was divided into three distinet
parts or funds, 212,500 being st aside for the purchase of
suitable gronnds and the erection of a library building; a
gum not exceeding 217,500 was to be used in the purehase of
books, and the remainder of the bequest unexpended at the
expiration of two years from the completion of the building,
was to constitute an investment or revenue fund. As before
stated, the fund for grounds and building was 212,500, and
the trustees were prohibited under severe penalties from ex-
pending any more of the beguest for this object than the
sum set agide for that purpose. It had, however, come to the
knowledge of the trustees, through Governor Washburn's
long-time intimate friend, General VanSteenwyk, that the Gov.
arnor, after executing his will, had decided that the amount
he had directed to be expended for grounds and building,
would not be safficient to secure sueh grounds and erect such
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an edifice at La Orosse as he desired, and it was his intention
to add to the building fund on his next visit to this city; buf
the hand of death was laid upon him before that visit eould
be made, The Trostees therefore had to face the fanet that
#12 500 was the maximom smonnt that could be taken from
the £50,000 fund for gronnds and building, with the imposi-
tion of penalties should they disobey instructions; at the
same time they had a strong desire to erect such a building
a8 GGovernor Washburn wished and wonld have provided for
had his life been spared alittle longer; but as the terms of the
will could not be departed from, the trustees conld only re-
solve to do the very bestthat eould possibly be done with the
means at their disposal. At this juneture, the Young Men's
Library Assoeiation, whieh for nearly twenty years had main-
tained a mozt ereditable library in this eity, came forward
with & proposition from its Board of Dirvectors, in which they
offered to sell all the books and outfit of the Y. M. L. A. to
the Publie Libeary for the sum of #5000, aprecing to add to
the proceeds of the sale the sum of 22,000 then in its treasury,
which sum had been sceumulating slowly year by year for
fiftean years and was regarded by its members as the nuelens
of a building fund of their own.  This total sum of 27,000 it
now proposed to donate to the La Crosse Poblie Library to
be added to its building fand, inerensi ng said Fund from #12-
6 to a total of $19,500 available for grounds and building,

The proposition baving been approved and ratified by botlh
the life and anmual members of the association, was gladly
and thankfully accopted by the Trustees of the Publie Libra-
ry who now felt they would have the means to construet such
a building as would suit the present wants and future needs
of the growing eity of Lin Urosse, one that would do eredit to
the generons donors and be the pride of all onr eitizens.

The first work of the Luilding committee was to prepare

and mail 1,000 eircular letters to the libravies of the country

i
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asking for such information as would aid them in securing
for LmUrosse the very best building that could be erected for
the money at the command of the trostees. Then the two lots
upon which the library buaildivg now stands, with the two
frame dwellings then npon them, were purchased for the sum
of #6500, A thirty foot strip of land adjeining on the
sonth was bought for 82,000, Next, the two dwellings were
moved and fitted for tenants at an expense of 32,000, This
made a total expenditure of $10,700. As the two dwellings
wonld readily rent for such sum as would pay an annual in-
eome of s1x per cent; on the prineipal sum of 10,000, the
trostess thouglt proper to charge that nmonat to investment
account as the value of the dwellings and ground upon which
they stood for ineome purposes.  This left the building site
of aboat 10 feet square as a debit to the building fand in
the sum of 700 only, which amount deducted from the ag-
gregate smmn of 319,500 left 218300 at the disposal of the
trustees for the building and its equipment.

Plans of many of the noted libraries of the conntry and a
number of sketehes snbmittad by differant architects, were ex.-
amined and passed upon by the trustees, the plans of the
present building, as submitted by Mr. C. C. Yost of Minne-
apolia being nally approved and aceepted.  The eontract for
tha eraction of the boilding was awarded to Messrs, Davis,
Sorenson & Co., the brick and terra cotta work being done by
gub.contractor Mr. J. E. BEawlinson, awl the painting by Me,
Christian Nelson, The [urnaces were furnished by Messrs,
Dittman & Jorstad, and the plumbing and piping by the W,
A Roosevelt Co.  The construction was under the supervision
of Mr. Gustave Stolas, architect of this city. The total cost of
the site and building furnished and equipped ready for use,
ineloding the bronze memorial tablet, the lawn, sidewalke
ete., is inside the sum of 219,500, leaving a small balance un-
expended to the eredit of the grounds and building fund.



12

In connection with the work of construction it will not be
inappropriate at this fime to say something in reference to
the ways and means of enlarging the library building at some
future time. Under the terms of the bequest, no  additions
can be made during the first ten vears, and the trustees are
of the opinion that nome will ba necessary; butthe pres-
ent building haz beeu so constracted that at the expiration of
ten years, the book room which now has a eapacity of 20,000
volumes, ean be extended thirty fest, by moving off the
dwelling  on the south, incrensing the eapacity of the hook
room to 30,000 volumes; or an extension ean be made of the
referance room, small reading room and assembly hall by
moving off the dwelling on the east, Governor Washburn
daving made provision for future enlargements from the
acenmulations of the investment fund.

Although not in the Hne of construction, it has been sug-
gested that a few words regarding the investmeut fuund and
operating expenses of the library may not be ont of place at
this time. In addition to the 250,000 received from Governor
Washiburn's executors, the trustees have received from rents
and interest on loans the sum of £3,000, which with the 27,000
donated by the Y. M. L. A. makes the total amount received
in all up to date, 360,000, The total amonnt paid for site
and bailding will be 219,500, For books aboat 10,500, which
will leave a balance of 330,000 in the investment fand. This
fond it is estimated will jearn the library a net ineome of
from 21,800 to $2,000 per annum, Under the texms of the be-
quest, one half of the incoms mast be added to the principal
annually for the firat ten venrs; the other half is to be used
for the mainbananca of the library, After ten years only one-

fourth part of the income js to he added to the principal and
the remaining three-fonrtls may be used for carrent expenses.

The estimated expense of maintaining the libvary, keeping
same open every alternoon and evening, is 22,000 per annum,
as follows:

&
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Balary of Librarian and Assistant______ __.___ __ £720.00.
SRS T O e e e e TR S . 1 -
Bt e Taghts $ane oL oo oo L 500.00.
T e e e e e e e s et e e 180.00,
L e A e i e e e e [{- 2.1
i b T e e b ke 2060.00.
New Books and I[necidentals: __ __ .. _____ = 230.00

Making a.total o - o coociiiaccoiiva - S3,00000:

From this exhibit it will be sean that the one half of the an-
unalincome at the disposal of the trustees for corrent expenses
fur the first ten yvears will be from S0 to 21,000 per annum,
or only about one half the amount requived. It must there-
fure be apparent to all that the other #1,000 needed to sus-
tnin the library, and kesp it free, must ba provided from
gome other sonrce notil that part of the anumal income set
aside for the purpose shall be sufficient.  The Common
Conneil, in accordance with anthority given them by the eity
charter, Lave already kindly made an appropriation extend-
ing to December 81, 1858, at the rate of 21,000 per annum to
aid in maintaining the lbrary, and it is eoptidently hoped a
sontinuation of this aid will be extended as loug as there
shall be n necessity for it, particalarly as the library is free
to every resident of the city over fonrtesn years of age.

The trustees arve ooly interested as trustees and publie
servants in the manigement of a trust created by the gener-
osity of Governor Washburn for the benefit of every man, wo-
man and child in the eity of La Crosse,and in this matter their
only desive is that they may have the means to operate the
library to the satisfaction, sand for the greatest good of their

fellow citizens.



ADDRESS.

BY HON, B. F, BEYANT,

I wonld have been gratifving to all of us, had fate por-
mitted it, to have seeu the beneficent founder of this public
library sitting with s here to-night, and to have been wit-
nesges while Le formally presented to onp |H_u|11h* the g[ﬂ:
which he had generously providad for them. Bat although
we are denied the satisfaction of receiving from him person-
ally, on behalf of our people, this substantial token of re-
membrance and regard, there yet remains both the gratifica-
tion and the pleasure of standing by while the almoners of
s bnquf:..-;t throw OpMan tha doors, and in hig pame bid the
public a hearty weleome to their inheritance, Long may it
survive ns a mongment to his generosity and interestin our
wellfare, and a8 an ornament to our eity.

bt marks an ern in apy town when a poablie lilvary is es-
tablished there.© If it comes, as such institutions nsually do,
as the gift of o wealthy eitizen who takes this way of showing
Lis love for his home, and for the place where fortune pouared
her bounties into his Iap; orif it eomes throngh the yearning
of the l_u]uiﬂu for the fountains of li]u‘.li'rlm]gem:d enlture, and
by their united efforts, it indicates maturity and advance-
ment, and the presenes of forces which are sure to elevate
and enlighten.

Muach as men individuaally valoe property and material
prosparity, collectively they place a higher valus upon the
things which educate the public in knowledge and taste, and
they feal, and by their acts if not their words, confess that
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it iz nobler, after all, to furnish the means of intellectual and
aesthetic training and calture thau to pile up fortunes.

It one have a longing, a noble pmbition to make a resting
place for his name, that it may not perish when he iz dead,
let him conpect it ag Cadwallader CWashburn ias done, with
a publie charity which will snrvive longer than the massive
granite monument which stands by his grave. The sentiment
of gratitude is deeply imbedded in the nature of man,  Both
those who are the recipients of other men's bounteous gifts,
and all those who come to know of such worthy and
generous actions, cherish and thereby perpetuate the remem-
branee of the gift and the name of the giver. And when the
gift 18 embodied in permanent form by baving material shape
and location, there iz a pledge of long lasting, Tt is not
evanescent; it does not easily vanish from men's eyes or
memories.  How mueh more is this troe when it becomes the
treasure house of the world's literature, the most immortal of
earthly things! .

Rejoicing now in our good fortune, it is but natural that we

.should examine and estimate the valoe of the gift. I do not

mean exactly that we should take an inventory of the prop-
arty and seek to learn its value in money; but that, while we
feel and express our joy at coming into possession of a for-
tnoe, we should permit our thoaghts to dwell npon its advan-
tages and its capacity For usefuluess. The library is the
treasary of knowledge, the permanent resting place of all the
neeful information which is embodied in books  Public li-
braries are not edueators in the same sense in which schools
are; and yet their influence rans in that direction. They are
like schools, stimulants to knowledge, and their proper nse
may supplement the training which schools impart,

The edneation which any one receives at school as the
fonndation of life's work is after all, nothing but a foundation.

The most extensive acquirements of the longest course of stu-
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dent life, bear but a small proportion to whatis usually learn-
ed after leaving sehool,  And this is especially true of such
as are denied the advantages of any superior eduention

The young wan and young woman on leaving school, have
the whole of life before them in which to supplement sehool
training and repair deficiencies.  To the maszs of people who
have the heart to make up for deficiencies in early education,
there is no opportunity, or at least none which can be used
to smeh advantage as o free poblie library. And for suach
persons it iz both astimulant and & weans, It beckons one
to enter, and also sapplies the opportunities for advancement

We have thas far considered the guestion of the nsefulness
of a publie library in its relation to the acquisition of knowl-
edga,  There i, however, another side to the question, which
if not of equal importance, is still of very great importance
indesd.  Some people make use of its opportunities, prinei-
pally as a pastime, as means of pleasure and recreation. They
read the bools they seleet there beeanse they furnish a esr-
tain sort of enjoyment which cannot be derived from any
other source. Awd iundeed every ove, the learned along with
the nulearnad;, wonld be entively unwilling to lay out of ac-
gount the nameless joy there is to be found in works of taste
and imagination, of wit and homor,

This demand of onr natures is taken into aceonut by those
who are intrusted with the selection of bovks for publie li-
braries, and few persons have any canse of complaint that
the books which minister to snch enjoyment, are not furnish-
ed with ressonable liberality. Tt is not for me to say now in
what proportion the substantial books, and the works of light
literatura and belles leffres should be minglad, I recognize
the presence of a demand of our being which will not be
enrbed, the gratification of whieh it is impossible to deny,
and which at best ean only be proned nnd directed.

We devoke our lives in many ways and to a econsiderable
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extent to the puranit of pleasure; we should otherwize con-
sider them ill-spent; and since books elaim so large a share of
onr time and attention, it i in keeping with our conduaet in
other things fur us, in the nuse of books, to enltivate and in-
dulge the faiver npd more graeeful side of vor natores.

Certaiunly the worth of public libravies, and the Dbenefits to
be derived from them consist in a very large messure in
bringing within the reach of every one the readable books
of taste and imagination which are to be foond in all enlti-
vated languages.

A public hibrary must from necessity be o compromize. In
selecting the books whicl arve to be placed on its shelves, a
proper  deference  ought to be shown to the tastea of
those who are likely to seck its benefite. 1t would hardly be
expected, bowever, that all persons, especinlly the learned,
and those who devole themselves fo speeial stodies, or to
amassing information on special subjects, would bhe able to
find there every book they might desire to read. Buot [should
eonsider that s 2erious error hal been committed, unless the
great master pieces of all Earopean langunges, ancient and
modern, were included in the selection. Those which were
not written in English should of eourse, appear in transla-
tions, They are comparatively few and ressonably cheap. In
experience in the use of the library, they woald never be
found in the swift Howing enrrent. The massss would pass
them by, and they wonld rest gquietly in their own alcoves.
Bat they would not remsain thera unnsad. The thonghtfal
of mature vedars wonld seek tham ont.  The educated wonld
renew there the loves of stadeut life, and many a youth who
hiad been denied the aid of a libaral edueation woald in this
way, make his sequaintanes with the writings of the great im-
mortals, who otherwise would rest in ignorance of their con-
tents, uninspived and anmoved by their lofty thonghts and
their mntehless art. The great masterpieces of the ancient
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languages have survived all the mutations of time. They
have eontinued. since they were written, to hold their way in
the onward march of the world with undiminished foree.
Ench new generation has supplied them with companions on
their journey, which, with few exceptions, have successively
fullen out and perished like lost stars, while they have re-
mained in their pristine life and vigor. They survive beesuse
they are worthy to live. They embody thoughts, imagery,
form and expression which bave made them the admiration
and despair of all scholars and writers.

[ have not the time even if T had the inclination to treat
with thoronghness the general subject of the proportion in
whieh books of various elasses ought to be ehosen. Buat I
cannot refrain from dwelling briefly on ove department or
elags of books which I think we ought to aim at making more
complete than they are usually found to be in pablie libra-
ries. [ desive to nrge that care should be obzerved to bring
into prominence the permanent works of American authors, 1
do not insist on this for the purpose of supplanting the writ-
ings of forelgn authors. We are beholden to them and more
partienlarly to English writers in our seleetion of books. A
twofold purpose is to be subserved by this course. It is de-
sirable aud quite necessary to onr well-being as a people that
the young shounld be eorrectly tanght and well informed in
everything reluting to American history., We may trust that
American life will inspire them witha proper love of country,
but it is necassary also, that the true spirvit in- which our na-
tion was founded, and which is breathed through all the writ-
ings of the American fathers, should inspire the youth of the
land. To this end the truthful story of early American his-
tory as told by American writers in many detachéd books
onght to be made aecessible, and there should be gronped with
them the speeches and politieal writings of eminent Ameri-

eans of the past and the early part of the present century,

1]
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If we consider what a mine of wealth was found in the
speeches of Daniel Webster when we wera defonding onr right,
in the domain of reason and argument, to resist and over-
come by foree every attempt to disrupt the union, we shall
more fully perceive the necessity of keeping within ensy reach
the works I have mentioned, and of fortifving the intellizence
unid beart of the yonpg with s knowledge of what onr greatest
and best men have thought and felt concerning our history,
onr government aud our national life,

The other purpose to be subserved, relates to the founda-
tion of a distivetively American literature.

We liave to concede as fair men that we do not possess a
literature which bears any just and fair proportion to our
oreatneszs in all material things, T think I am within bounds
in saying that, excepling the political writings and speeches
of our greatest statesmen and orators, we have no prose writers
of the first elags, aml that we have no poeta even of the see-
oml elazs,  We must wait for the men and women to
eome, the children of genius and song, who shall erown our
uame and nation with the nnfading lanrels of literary groat-
ness and fame.  When they come their methods and success
will conform to the experience of other nations. The mater-
ialz ont of which they will constroet their works will be found
in the writings of their own conntrymen, and in the history
awd traditions of their own conntry.

FEnglanid Jid not poszess a great literature before the days
of Bhakespeare. His writings and the writings of his time
were possible only beeause laborers in the same field had pre-
eceded them, and beeause a distinet national tone and flavor
had permeated the writings of carlier English anthors,

Does not every one know that there were no stars of the
first magnitude in the German literary firmament until
Goethe and Schiller appeared, and that the ecreation which
they nshered in came, by applying their matehless genins,
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learning and art to the field of German effort where earlier

writers haid cleared the way for their trinmphal advance.
Wa ean never know, before their coming, where the ereators

of American literature may appear. Self tanght they may
ariza, nnexpected and nnheralded above the horizon. We ave
gure bo hasten their coming by keeping before our youth, side
by side with all good books, the books whick tell what Ameri-
eans have done, and felt, and thonght.
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ADDRESS.

BY PROFESSONR ALRERT HARDY, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLR.

FPresupposing free common school education, the freo pub-
lic library, next to the newspaper, is the most potent factor
in our civilization, the best means of incrensing the intelli-
gence of onr citizens,

This is also true of the past. The first real step from bar-
barism was made when man bagan to vecord his thonghts and
deeds in permanent form and to band them down to the next
gemeration.  In this way each generation has inherited the
wisdom of the past, preserved it, added to i, and passed it
dowi,

Thus,writing is the conzervator of knowladge, has eaved each
generation from the painful toil of rediscovering; has made
possible the progress and improvement of the human race,
The art of writing is now so common, so commaon-place, that
we do not realize that withont it, the world would still be
sunk in barbarism,

It is not too moch to zay that a nation's intelligence, its
progress in science and art, are measured by its libraries,
Ho too, is its enterprise in diseovery, invention and eommerce.

Ounly to a limited extent is “necessity the mother of inven-
tion.” The true mother of invention iz the deep,silent medi-
tation of the study, a meditation begotten of the library, a
knowledgs of the past.
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The nation of keenest thinkers in all abstract and abstruse
matters, is the most progreszive, the most inventive, the most
practieal nation, This is troe of antiquity; it is true to-day.
The Germans, a nation of philosophers, of theorists, of
dreamers, are to-day first in war and first in the arts of peace.

They are fast supplanting the English in the world's mar-
kets. This is the frait of books, of the library, of profound
thonght and study, based on a knowledge of the past

In anecient times men massed in a few spots; thus Athens
was Cireece, Alexandria, Egypt, Bome, the world, Then there
were only a few great libraries; only the great, the powerful,
the rich were educated. The grand distinctive feature of
modern eivilization, is its diffusiveness. Edneation, knowl-
edge, are not now the heritags of the few, but the privilege of
the many. This is especially true of our glorious republie.
Here avery city of enterprise. has a free public library, or
aims to have cne.  Not the least glory and pride of onr bean-
tiful city is this free public library.

Having thas outlined briefly the importance of the library
as an index of a people's intelligence, and a means of its
progress, I will ask your congideration of the trne Fonetions
of a publie library.

They are two:

First. The conservation of knowledge.

Second.  The diffusion of knowledge.

Of the first use of a public library, viz: to preserve the se-
enmulated knowledge of the past, [ have already spoken.

Ouly by planting one foot firmly on the past, has the other
been able to reach forward and npward. Paimnfully, step by
step has the race made progress. BEach new experience,
thonght, discovery has been recorded, kept and handed down
Thus each generation has been wiser than the preceding, the

children, than the fathers. With the invention of printing,

I

wa
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came the age of cheap books, the age of libraries. The world
has made more progress since the invention of printing than
in all the ages before. The ease with which knowledge is
preserved, and diffused measures progress.

This isthe age of libraries. This, the most liternry age, is
the most untilitarian, is the most active in improving man's
material condition, in inereasing the facilities and comforts
of daily life.

This age of profoundest study and investigation in all the
fialds of thonght, is the most practical aga.

There ave two felds of investigation, the material universe,
and man himself —the history of his past thonghts and deeds.
In either field the investigator needs a eollection of books
snech as only the publie library can give. The secientist, the
inventor, nesds to kuow what hag been done in the past to
move surely forward. Edison says that his want of eduoca-
tion, his ignorance of what bad been doue in elsetrical discov-
ery, cansed him untold loss in time and labor. Buat it is in
political and social science that a history of the past, the li-
Brary, is most uselul, most necessary.  Never in the history
of the race, has investigation in its past life and history been
so active asmow; aud with good reason.  No age has been so
froitfal of new problems; problems in government, in eco-
nomie eonditions, in soeial and moral relstions, in edueation.

To build surely and seecurely, we must build on the solid
foundations of past life and history. No nation ean eut loose
from its past, its inhevited traits and forms of lifs, any more
than an individoal, A nation is made up of individuals.
Both individuoally and collectively, it is an organism. It has
an organie life and growth; as much =0 as a plant, or an ani-
mal. As sucl, a8 an organism, its futare life and progress,
depend on its inheritance, its past life and history. To un-
derstand the politieal, social and moral tendencies of the age,
we must know our past, what we inherit therefrom. Here is
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one of the greatest values of libraries, Fortunately the old
libraries ars rich in materials that thoow light on the past
and scholavs are delving into this “carious and forgotten lore,”
old charters of towns, manuseripts, records, parish and fami-
ly, even old acconntbools, everything that will throw light on
the political, social, religious and economie life of our an-
cestors.

This well illnstrates the first nze of a library to conserve
krowledge. Eveu a local library, like ours, has a work to do
here. We are o part of the national life. To know national
lifa, loeal lifa must ba stadisd. Thare is great activity now,
in all parts of our country as well as in England in the study
of past loeal bistory, snd in eollecting materials of the pres-
ent life, costoms and manners. The State Historieal so-
ciety is doing a great work iu its libeary, This work needs
to be supplemented by loeal libraries. We build not for a
day, but for future time and generations.

Thus our library has a work to perform in this line. Dy
preserving matters of loeal interest and Listory, it can serve
both the present and the future generations. Some of the
most valuable records of the past, had onee only a loeal value
and importance,

The most important fanetion, however, of a fres publie li-
brary, lilke ours, is the dissemination of knowledge among all,
It is the glory of our are and of onr free land to make eduea-
tion and knowledge free to all; here, knowledge knows no
custe, or rank, no creed, no sect, no party, color or condition
of men. The rieh and the poor, the man of leisure and the
toiler, the edueated and.the ignorant, are alike weleomed here.
To mﬁla‘et- the needs, wants, and tastes of all kinds and condi-
tiong of men, is this library’s aim.

To serve its trne purpose a library must eover the whole
field of human knowledge. This is not saying that a library
must contain all there is written on a subject; no library ean

iy
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do that. But it should contain the best books on the subject,
g0 that no one, no matter how apeecial his ealling, his needs or
taste, shall go away empty. This las been the aim of the
trustees and the book committes of thislibrary, OF the aims
of the committes 1 ean “speak ns one having authority.” How
far the nims have been accomplished, time and experience on-
Iy ean prove,

I will now venture a word as to how a library may be made
mosk nseful to the community as a public edneator. Lord
Bacon sayz, “books teach not their own use” It is the ex-
perience of those gquite familiar with bools nnd their use, that
instruetion and pnidanee ave of the greatest service. While
much general intelligence may be the result of indiseriminate
“hrowsing”™ among books, etill, to be troly valnable, a library
must be supplemented by special aids.

Experience has shown that popalar lectures covering the
varions fields of knowladge with reference to the anthorities
on those subjects, and the speeial books thereon, are almost
indispensable.  Short printed outlines of convses of rending
with the titles of books are most helpfual.

Lastly, the free public library may be made a most efficient
and wvaluable aid and supplement to publie school educa-
tion. The young, sspecially nesd skillful and wize gnidanes in
what to rend and how to read. Not only is it important that
o taste for reading be stimulated, but a taste for the best
reading, and that the readiug hiabit be cultivated. Pupils
need to be tanght how to nse books in connection with their
school studies, to ecompare aunthorities, to weigh evidence.
Thus, books of travels, deseriptive of countries, peoples, their
enstoms and habits, books of hiography, may be most helpful
w the study of Geography and History, incrensing interest in
gtudy, widening the intelligence, and above all eultivating
habits of thoughtful study., This work can be best done un-
der the direction of teachers.
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In some such way this free public library and reading room
may beeome a most powerful aid to popular edncation, in
preparing the rising and futare generations to become intelli-
gent, patriotic citizens of a free, self-governing republic.
I eloze with an ineident related by the late, lamented Mat-
thew Arnold, of his visit in Boston.

Mr. Arnold was greatly struck by this demoeratic govern-

ment of onr reading room when he was in Boston. He came
in here one day and saw s little barefooted newsboy sitting in
one of the best chairs of the reading room, enjoying himself
apparently for dear life. The great essavist was completely
us’munﬂefﬂ “Do yvou let barefooted boys i this reading
room?” he asked. “You would never see such a sight az that
in Europe. 1 do not belisve there is a reading roomin all
Europe in which that boy, dressed as heis, wonld enter,”
Then Mr. Arnold went over to the boy, engaged him in con-
varsation, and found that be was reading the “Life of Wash-
ington,” and that he was a young gentleman of decidedly
anti-British tendencies, and, for his age, remarkably well in-
formed.

Mr. Arnold remained talking with the youngster for some
time, and as he eame back to our desk the great Englishman
said: “Ido not think T have been so impressed with anything
elza that T have zeen sinee arriving in this conntry a5 1 am
now with meeting this barefooted boy inthis reading room.
What a tribute to democratic institutions it is to say that in-
stead of sending that boy out to wander alone in the streets,
they permit him to come in here and excite his youthful im-
agination by reading snch a book as the ‘Life of Washing-
ton! The reading of that one book may change the whole
course of that boy's life, and may be the means of making
him a usefnl, honorable, worthy citizen of this great country.
It is, T tell you, & sight that impresses a Enropean not ac-
eustomed to your democratic ways.""

L)



PRESENTATION ADDRESS.
BY HON. G. VAN STEENWYK.

Friends and Fellow.citizens, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Asone of the trustees of the La Crosse Public Library, T
feel deeply gratified for the interest which you manifest by
your presence on the solemn oecasion of the dedieation of
this new and, as we trust, well adapted building and library,
which we owe to the generous bequest of our late friend and
townsman, Governor Cadwallader C. Washburn.

Though myself desiring to say something befitting the place
and the hour, T am well aware, that the duty and privilege of
addressing you might have been left by the trostees entively
to those more competent and experienced in addressing large
andiences; but my personal and intimate relations to our de-
ceased friend and benefactor seemed to call on me, to offer my
well meant, though inadeqguate tribute of gratitude to his
memory, in the acknowledgement of his great services to his
eountry as a citizen and a patriot during peace and during
war; as an active and liberal promoter of education and seci-
ence, and as a true, warm-hearted and practical philanthro-
pist. I therefore, fellow_citizens, thankfully accepted the
opportunity.

Governor Washburn was born at Livermore in the State of
Maine, on the 228d day of April, 1818, and was the fourth son
of a large family of children, seven sons and three danghters,
of whom thres sons and two daughters yet sarvive,
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The Washbowrnes or Washbornes are the descendants of
an old, well-known and prominent English family, reaching
back by extant records aud monuments to the time before
Willinm the Congueror, as is stated by Camden in his cele-
brated *Britannin,”” They all sprung from Worcestershirs
and Gloucestershire atock, and as a recent English author,
the Bev. Alex. B. Grosart, says: “It were easy to tell of
many wise and brave, gentle and fnir seions of this illostrions
honse,” and he adds at another place, “all the Ameriean
Washburus ave descendants from our Washbouwrns”

Our Livermore Washburpe ave worthy of esneh record.
Though born and brought up in a small country town, away
nortl in the Pine Tree State, far from the centres of modern
progoress and eivilization, the ecare of a noble mother and a
father worthy of the blood from which he sprang, gave to the
Congress of the United States in the times which tried men’s
gouls, three Washburns, statesmen anld patriots of the most
illugtrious of this great mation, lsrael of Maine, Elibhu B. of
Ilinois and Cadwallader C., of Wisconsin, a triumvirate,
whose eounsel and adviee in the days of danger, of trenson and
rebellion, will remain noble examples for future generations.

Israel, at a later date became the covernor of his pative
State; Elibn B. was, during the trying times of the Commune,
the ambassador from the United States to Paris, where in
the midst of seenes of five and bloosd, of blind furor and de-
struetion, he protected the lives of thonsands npon thonsands
under the broad shield of the great Republic; and oar Cad-
wallader C. went to the fiell of battle, fonght bravely and
suecessfully Lluii|1g tha whola of the war, and retnrned, after
Lee’s surrender, covered with lanrels, as Major General of
Volunteers of the army of the United States, to his adopted
thtp, Wiseonsing which honored itself by sending him again
repeatedly to the halls of Congress, and nltimately by elect-

ing him Governor of onr Commonwenlth,
'
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It is with reluctancs, that T give you Lere scarcely more
than the names of the other brothers: Sidoey, an honored
citizen and a banker, in the State of Maine, where he died
bafore the commencement of the wor of the rebellion; Sam-
el B., who commanded, daring the war, a steamer of the 17,
8. navy on the Mississippi river; Charles A., who was minis-
ter of the United States in the Sonth Ameriean Republic of
Paraguay; and last, thongh not least; William 1), who has
waorthily, the youngest of them all, followed in the footsteps
of the illnstrions trinmvirate, by serving his adopted state,
Minnesota, repeatedly with signal ability in the halls of Con-
ETaRs, and of whom more :.'&t. 1Ay I'_:L'I-I'I__[i_l,li-'ﬂ]_t.l:.-' he EIIH—‘:E'EEIJ in
the future.

Boch were the seven brothers; and the sisters, Mrs, Steph.
ensom, of St Panl, Mrs. Holmes, of Minneapolis and the late
Muys. Buffum, of Louisiana, Missouri, were worthy of them
and of the best type of American womanhood,

And nwow, my friends and hearers, ladies and gentlemen,
lock over the whole fisld of ancient and modern history ; where
do yvon find the equal, where do you find the parallel of such
a family? I never could.

But Governor C. ¢, Washburn was not only an illustrious
statesman and eitizen-zoldier, he was also an eminently za-
gacions, clenr-minded, farseeing business man.  Our sister
State, Minnesota, morve than to any other wan or men, owes
to him the improvement of the immenge water power of the
Migsissippi river at the falls of Bt Anthony and the build-
ing up of the marvelons city of Minneapolis,

And onr State of Wiseonsin, his adopted State, will never,
forget while history records ite wonderful growth and devel-
opment, what it owes to him as a business man, as a citizgen,
soldier, statesman, promoter of edueation, =eience and indns-
try and as a philanthropist.

Our state eapitol, Madison, has its “Washburn Astronomical
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Observatory,” one of the prominent and best equipped iu-
gtitutions of this kind, built under his own care and super-
vision, and donated to the State. Two of its directors, Messrs.
Watson and Holden have given it the lustre of their names in
the scientific world.

It has also in “Edgewood,” an institution devoted to the
education of Catholic children. The Governor, though him-
gell o devoted and liberal Protestant, generonsly gave his late
residence with its beantiful grounds and surroundings for the
establishment of this institation, for which there seemed to
him to be urgent demand.

To Minneapolis he gave its magnificent Orphan Asylom,
dedicated to the memory of his well-beloved and venerated
‘mother. It is prominently and beauntifully sitoated three or
four miles from the center of the eity, surrounded by twenty
acres of rolling land, hill and dale, generously contributed by
the munificence of the Governor's brother, the Hon W. IL
Washburn, The appointments of this institution are excel-
lently adapted to their purposes and are managed by its able
trnstess with the ntmost sympathy and care. The institution
is entively cosmopolitan.  All are weleome, who are deprived
of the fostering care of parents and friends, without distine-
tion of sect or ereed or nationality.

And here in our own eity, we dedicate tomight “The La
Crosse Public Library,” for now aud forever '[the use of our
people, on the same broad ground for the nse of all; and we
hope and trust that it will become and remain, for this and
for future generations, a substantial means for imparting use-
ful‘ﬁﬁﬂiﬁtme& in the asguisition of valuable knowledge in sei-
ence and art, and in the promotion of such education, as will
mnke virtnous, noble and enlightened citizeus,

Governor Washburn says in the 10th section of his last will
and testament: *“It i1s my intention during my lifetime to
found % library in the city of La Crosse, in the State of Wis-
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eongin, to be eallad “The La Crozse Publie Library’, and to
endow the =ame on ascals, as 1 coneeive, snitable to the pres.
ent size and prospective growth of the eity. IE I fail to ac-
complish this objeet in my lifetime, [ appoint the seven per-
gons helow named to earry my intentions into effect, to-wit:
the Mayor of La Crosse, ex-officio Trustee and Chaivman of
the Board, G. VanStesuwylk, Joseph Clarke, Frederick A.
Copaland, Theodore Rodolf, J. M. Holley and C. L. Colman.

It is my intention to spend fifty thousand dollars for this
purpose, and so mueh thereof as T may not have expended
during my lifetime, I direct my exeentors to pay over to said
trustees,”

It was not vouehsafed to the testator, to exeente in person
his intention either in whole or in part, but it was left to his
exeentors to pay over the whole of the bequest to the trostees
ag spon a8 the settlement of atfairs of the estate permitted the
same, and it was done aceordingly.

The duties of the Board of Trustees, (which in the mean
tima had besn organized noder the laws of the State, and as
directed by the will) then actively commenced. Lots were se-
lected and purchased; the handsome stracture, in which we now
calebrate our dedicatory serviees, was commenesd and car-
ried throngh to completion; a selection of elassical and stan-
dard works was carefully made and its purchase as the nu-

£}

clens of the “La Crosse Public Library,” completed; and the
remaining funds were safely and profitably invested as a
permanent fund, as directed by the testator,

While the work of the trostees was thus earried on, the di-
rectors of the “Young Men's Library Association,” an institn-
tion, asmost of you are aware, which for about a quarter of a
century has been a chief resonres of literary information by
means of its valuable library and leeture eourse,) concludad
that it would be a wise measure, in view of the public interest,

to sell their whole library of five theusand valumes of well-
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selected and of miseellaneons literature to the “La Crosse
Publie Library,” thereby eoncentrating the entire interest of
the whole community, and most emphatieally promoting the
“Vis Unila Fortior,” or “In union there is strength.” The
plan was approved in a meeting held for the purpose by the
mambars of tha Association, and the Board of Trustees of
La Crosse Pablic Library made the purchase for five thous-
and dollars.

Dut thns far, my hearers, ouly one-half of the generous in-
tention of the Young Men's Libvary Association Lhas been
told.  As soon as sale and purchase wera completed, the Di-
rectors of the Association inalargsly attended meating of its
members proposed to complets the objects in view, and to
donate all of the purchaze money, all their cash funds on
hand, amonnting to aboat two thonaamd dollars more, and the
wholis of their library farniture to our instibation. This plau
whicl was generally understood, was sabmitted to vote amnd
all but ananimously adopted.

The trustees are profonndly thanklal to the donors, and
tender their gratefnl acknowledgments to the late Young
Men's Library Associntion, not for their munificent gift only,
but for the worthy exsmple they have set to \"t-:l.\'llullluj.' 5
able in the futurs to contribnte by works of literatore and
art, antigue and modern, to the growth, beanty aud useful-
ness of our library, and ia the course of time to a Musenm of
Art, History and Antiguity, worthily connectad with it.

And now permit me to gquote some, in my opinion, eminent-
Iy appropriate remarks from the address of the Hon, William
s Sil‘ﬁ}tleﬂ'r at the dedieation of the Wallace Library, Fiteh-

«burg, Massachusetts, July 1, 15885, '

Spaking of the library, he says: “Heare will come the
searcheors for knowledge and they will be snpplied, and they
will go hence to spread what they heve acqnived far and

wide, Here the lovers of song and the born singers will comé
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to school and with lyre and lute attuned will go forth to sing
naw and perhaps sweeter songs to the workd.

“Heare the votaries of science will come for research, and, de-
ducing new corollaries from the solved problems of the past,
malke new departures towards still more wonderful nnexplored
domains. Here tha theologian will coms to trace the paths of
philosophy and spiritual science and learn to eliminate er-
rors and elucidate traths.”

“Good books” e goes on to say, “are the best of benefae-
tors, bad books the worst of malefactors to mankind,”

“The market is foll of trash, but none mnst find its way
within the portals of this library. 1t is tima for the establish-
ing of a severer censorship for books that seek admission to
pablie libraries.  None should be placed on the shelves ex-
eept such as ara of valus for study, enlturs, reference or
heslthfal recreation.  No bailding is large enough to contain
all the gond books, and there is no room in any to afford apace
for the bad or wortliless,

“From bere will go forth preachers and poets, orators
and seientists to teach fendh to ereor, if the trustees, who are
to earry on this great work, shall be alivays as judicions, as
I:I.‘l .ff}"-ﬂ rh’r l‘f-|t1; I}I’”H'ﬁrl'jfll"&t JFI'I I Ililq':-l"fl ” r.‘}r{'-,l"f}"ﬂ,“

It has been, ladies and gentlemen, the privilege of all the
trostees appointed by Governor Washbnrn in his last will
and testament, thongh one or two of them excead in age the
pariod of life usaally allotted to man, to co-operate actively
in the establishment and constraction of this beautiful build-
ing, and (for its present size) well appointed library; and I
trust that the well-considered lezsons, ineuleated by the gen-
tleman above gquoted, have been steadily before our minds'
eyes, and will be a gnide to ns and our snecessorsin the future.

Iam profoundly thankfual to a kind Providenee, and my
fellow-trustees doubitless Eully share the sentiment with me,
that we all have been permitted to perform onr task, as we be-
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lieve, faithfully and eveditably so far; T congratulate you all
for what has been accomplished to realize the intentions of
our benefactor, I hope that all of us, and onr ehildren with
us and after us; will reap abundant banetits from this noble
institation and T now announce to our Mayor, as the repre-
sentative of all onr eitizens, and deelara “The Ln Crosse Pub-
lie Library” opened and dadicated to the use of our people.

-

.




ACCEPTANCE ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLIC,

BY MAYOR DAVID AUSTIN.

Honored Sir:—As an exeentor amd  intimate friend of the
late Governor Washburn, it is indeed eminently fitting that
you should this day, in accordance with his will, tender to
the people of La Crosse, for their nze, this beantiful building
and its valuable contents.

Upon the sides of that tall monument in yonder cemetery,
is earved in simple words, the testimony that he who sleeps
beneath, was, during life, a legislator in the halls of Congress,
a soldier in our country’s need, and was by the expressed wish
of its eitizens made Governor of this great State: indeed had
very nearly reached the summit of American amhition.

And wet, here in this library building and books contained
therein, the fres use of which he has begneathed to the peo.
ple of La Crosse forever, is reared another monument which
will commemorate the name and worthy deeds of Cadwallader
!, Washbmrn far into the future,
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But it is nseless for me to try to convey our thanks in
words, as words are wholly inadequate to express our heart-
felt gratitude for this valuable gift to our people. But in ac-
cepting this trust for our eitizens, which iz not only desigued
for the present, but for generations yet unborn, we fully real-
ize the duties and responsibilities incumbent on the Board of
Trustees; and should they be able to =0 manage the affairs of
this library, as to reasonably eomply with the wishes and ex-
pectations of the generous dovors we are sure that great good
will forever flow out among our people.

And to the eitizens of La Crosse, 1 wonld say, that here is
presented to ns for all time, the use of this beantifol edifice
with itz valnable collection of books, containing many of the
best thoughts of this and past ages: and that a careful and
competent committes has seen that no objectionable books
have been placed npon the shelves,

And in aecepting this trust, we must ses that no debasing
works shall ever enter its portals, and it shall be our duty to
hand it over in all its purity, to those who follow us,

And now, Sir, in the name, and in behalf of the peopla of
La Crosse I accept the use of this priceless gift, which yon
have so eloguently tendered in the name of its beneficent
donors.




THE LA CROSSE PUBLIC LIBRARY.
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PLAN AND DESCRIPTION OF BUILDING.

Tue La Crosse Porcio Lineary is situated at the south-
enst corner of Main and Eighth streets and fronts the north,
The site is excellent, being upon principal streets and near
the line whers business blocks and residences maeet, yet with-
in the territory of the latter. It is comvenient of access from
all gquarters and as vearly eentral to population as any avail-
abla location the city affords. Its lmmediate surroundings
are schools, ehurches and parks; the nearest buildings are
two dwelling houses belonging to the library and forming
purt of the permanent investment for maintenanee. It is
the hops aml espectation of the trustees that the time will
not be long delayed when these haildings may be removed to
make room for such enlargements of the library as will be
demanded by the increase of books, the accumulation of art
works and articles of historieal or scientific interest, and es-
pecially by the growth of edueation and enlture in the com-
munity, The site is ample for such enlargement, being 155
by 135 feet, while the total exterior dimensions of the build-
ing are 56 by 75 feet.

Avehitecturally the library is of the composite order com-
monly deseribed as the modern Romanesque. The materials
are red pressed brick and terra cotta with limestone founda-
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tion. The conspicuous exterior features are the pointed
round tower rising ninety-two feat, deeply recessed entrance,
and semi-cirenlar windows of plain and eolored glass. Inthe
apex of the north gable, a terra cotta tablet bears the inscrip-
tion, “La Crosse Public Library, 1888." The roof is of slate.

There is but one entrance, the doors opening through a
vestibule into a commodious tile-oored hall. The stairway
to the npper floor, winding through the tower, opens on the
right, while the basement stairway and entrance to the book
exchange room ave on the left. Upon the wall opposite the
entrance has been placed the memorial tablet elsewhere il-
lustrated. The hall is principally lighted by a ecircular west
window of stained glass back of the tower.

The book exchange room oeeupies the center of the build-
ing; in front, separated by a glass partition, is the general read-
ing room and the reference library; at the west end, the frus-
tees’ room. This apartment and the smaller reading room
are carpeted with body brussels, well furnished and supplied
with open grates and handsome cherry mantels.  The general
reading room is carpeted, and the book exchange and refer-
ence room floors covered with linolewmn.

The book room is a one-story apartment af the rear, enter-
ed through double iron deoors and proof against ordinary
dangers from fire. It is provided with continunous shelving
around the wall, and sections arranged at right anglestoa
center aigle. Numerouns sqnare windows on three sides above
the shelving give ample light by day and electrie lamps sus-
pendad in every aisle, by night.

The dimensions of these rarions apartments nre: Book ex-
change room 19 by 28; general reading room 18 by 27; pri-
vate reading room 14 by 14; trustees’ office 153 by 14; refar-
ence room 12 by 14; book room 28 by 35,

The upper floor is oecupied by Library Hall, a handsome
audience room 56 by 32, seated with 300 ehairs, Its notabla

~
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arehitectural features are itz heavy, exposed timbers sustain-
ing the roof to which the ceiling conforms, and the large
semi-cirenlar windows on three sides. An slaborate combina-
tion gas and electric chandelier is snspended from the ceiling
and numerous bracket lamps are affized to the walls, lighting
the room amply.

The trustees regard this hall less as a souree of revenue
than as o means of enconraging the highest elass of literary
and musical entertainments, to which its use is restricted.
Oceupaney of the hall in no way disturbs the ordinary busi-
ness of the library and its location and capaecity seem to give
it & special fitness for such eptertainments as may be ad-
mitted,

The building is heated by two coal furnaces in the base.
ment, and lighted by eleetricity but 12 also piped for gas and
the combination fistures admit of either manner of lighting,
There are toilet rooms on the main and basement floors and

in the basement a work room and aple space for the storage
of fuel.

The library comprises in ronnd numbers ten thonusand vol-
nmes. It is one of the aceredited depositories of government
publieations and receives everything of this class izsued.
The pumbers of sauch volumes now on the shelves not elassi-
fied iz 1500, and of books issued by the state about 120,

The reference library contnins 1050 volumes, of which 106
are encyclopedias, 83 dictionaries, 404 general reference and
498 bound periodieals. In the latter department will be
found files of loeal papers from 1868 to date and the leading
Ameriean magazines. The room also containg a number of
finely illustrated and eostly works deseriptive of art, archi-
tecture and scenery in different lands, and such a range of
volumes ag will meet all ordinary demands of the student or
general reader,



42

Deduecting these two departments from the total, there re-
main about TH00 volames for civenlation. These are divided
in the following general classes: Art, Biography, Drama,
Essuys, Fiction, History, Literature, Philology, Philosophy,
Poetry, Seience, Sociology, Theology aud Travels.

The department of Art contains 611 volumes, Biography
64, Drama 145, History 526, Beience, 450, Soeciology 553,
Theclogy 366 and Travels 360. The other departments are
equally well snpplied. It has been the constant aim of the
Library Committes in purebasing books, to cover the widest
possible range of topics in order to make the institution of
universal benefit at the outset, leaving to future aceretions the
work of making eomplete eollections npon speeial lines, The
test of use is daily proving the value of their eareful and in-
telligent work, which the trustees desire gratefully to ac-
knowledge.

The library is clussified according to the Dewey system;
Mrs, M. E. Dizson had snpervision of this work, assisted by
the librarian Miss A. E. Hanseome. The rooms are open
every day except Bunday from 2:00 to 600 and from T4 to
9:00 p. m. The library is entively free to all citizens of the
age of fourteen or npwards, with snilable provision for use
by strangers or people living outside the city.

VL
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