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In the antuinn of 1524, Judge Lockwood
and wife arvived in Prairie du Chien. Mrs,
Lockwood, n New BEugland Congregationalist,
felt very much the need of some religious ser-
vices, At that early date there was only oocas-
gioually a Catholic priest to visit the place. 8o
in the early part of 1835, Mrs. Lockwood se-
cured the Co-operation of Miss Crawford, a tal-

~ented young ]rL&l;.' in the place, and & D, Erwin

James, Surgeon in the U, 8 Army, then stat-
ioned at the old Fort, and Mr, John H, Kinzie
then, in the employ of the American Fur Com-
pany, in Prairie «u Chien, and together they
gathered and carried on what was probably the
first Sunday Schoo! within the present Lound-
aries of Wisconsin,

The Awerican Home Missionary Sociely
commirsioned Bev. Oratus Keut for work in the
wesk o March, 1831, Le frst preached in
Preirie du Chien. Duaring the antumuy of that
year, this snme Missionary Sociely sent its gen.
eral agent, or secretary, Bev, D, W, Lathrop, to
Prairie du Chien.  In the December namber of




the Home Missionary. in this same year (1831)
Sec'y Lathrop says: “The place has eight hun-
dred people, Lalf Freneh, sud need a mivis-
o’

In 1832 & school was organized, and the
teacher, a Comberland Presbyterian, did some
preaching. He remained only six months.

The first Protestant church organizafion
however, was affected by Dev. David Lowry.
While Rev. Lowry was editor of the “Revival-
ist"” of Nashville, Venn,,Gen. Andrew dackson ap-
pointed him as Superintendent of a school and
tarm for the Winnebago Indians.  Mr. Lowry
arrived with hiz wife, two sons and one dangl-
ter, Bept. Tth, 1833, IHis school was to be lo-
cated up the river from Prairie du Chien, neax
the mouth of Yellow River, As the buildings
necessary for the scliools had not yet been pre-
pared, Mr. Lowry remained in Prairie du Chien
nearly one yvear. It was during this year in
1834, that the religions people were collected
iuto the first Protestant church in the place,

This was denominated Comberland Preshy-
terian, bubt was never in connection with any
Preshytery. As it was governed entively by
the congregation of believers, it was for all prac-
tical purposes a Congregational Clureh,
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Mr. Lowry was in many respects a remark-
able man. His ability was as marked as his
kindness, hoth, winning for him the warmest
friendship and the truest respect of the whole
community. His aetivity and zeal were as un-
danpted by the many and perplexing diffi-
enlties a8 many another whose name em-
blagones the page of hiztory. Raev. Alfred
Bronson, the Aposte of Methodiem, loeated
here in 1836, but vigited the place in the fall of
15855, In his second vol, pages 39 and 40, he
gpaaks of meeting Rev. David Lowry, on the
very dayv of his arrival. Hea also states that
Mr. Lowry had gGatherad gome Cnmberlands,
soma Presbyterians, some Mothodiste and some
Comngregationalists into a chureh.””  But it was
miderstond, that when the chorel of their choies
should be organized in the place, they might
withdraw from the one and unite with the other.
This the Methodizts did in the following  vear,
(1856, ) when v Brunson organized a class
that afterward bepsme the present M. .
church. The others remained loyal to the first
sooiety,  Hav. Ispae E. Heoaton, of the Hpisco-
pal churels, whe fivet eame to Praivie du Chien,
in 1536, apye of My Lowry, *“He wns an able
man, a pocd marn, and the best Indiap agent
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whom I ever knew. He had organized a Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church at Prairie du
Chien before I saw the place,”

Although Mr. Lowry began his regular
work among the Indians in the fall of 15834, e
still snpplied this, his spiritual child with the
Bread of the Word, Rev. My, Peet notes the
following in the Homne Missionary for Septem-
ber, 1888: “There is a Presbyterian church of
twenty-five or thirty members in the place
{ Prairie du Chien ), supplied half the time by a
Cnmberland and Presbyterion minister who ce-
cupies a station a few miles above,”

This minister was, of course, nome other
than David Lowry, who first spread the com-
munion table in Prairie du Chien.  During the
latter part of My, Lowry's ministry lLere, Mrs.
Zachariah Taylor, was among his regular at-
tendants, but it seems that Gen. Taylor himsaelf
accompanied ber only to the door of the Court
House, where all their meetings were held,

So to Mr. Lowry's care and toil, amidst dis-
couragements and dangers in season and out of
geazon, Prairie do Chien is indebted for seven
or eight vearsof hearty effort. Walking or riding
on the ice in winter, and rowing Jdown in sum-
mer made the routine of his work until in 1840,
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he went Lo the Indisw’s new headguarters at Ft.
Atkinson, Iowa,

About this time there wers many removals
from the society and from town  Buat still the
society continned on for two years, when Rev.
Jeremiah Stevens, also a Comberland Presby-
terinn came. It seemed best to re-organize the
society and sogn January, 1542, twelve (12)
members from the old joined by letter, to make
the new society. Mr. Stevens desoted more
tiwe to the ministry than Mre Lowry conld com-
mand, and so spread his labors over Grant
Connty, where he is still well remwen.bered and
his character greatly respected,

This revived organization pmshed on with
quite a copsiderable vigor during the short pas-
torate of Mr. Stevens, In fact doring his pas-
torate of gearcely two years the chureh received
in addition o the first o1 charter members,
twelve (12), twenty-two (22) on eon fession and
ten (10) by letter. In Sept., 1843, Mr. Stevens
discontiuned his labors here. There was a
winister, Rev. N. M. Wells, appointed Chap-
lain of iia (Md Fort Crawford in July, 1844
For nearly a year and a half he eared for this
stherwise pastorate flock, From 1546 to 1848,
Bev. Mr. Elliotalso a Chaplain, bat located at
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Fort Atkinson, Iowa, came over fraquently and
preached. The church must have been some-
what sctive too, under his efforts. for in 184%
they received eight [ 8] to membership, foar [4]
of whom came on confession. The nwmber of
members recaived to Jan. let, 1851, is givon as
fifty-two [52]. Dut so many members had re-
moved that at this time thers wers only twenty
[20] actual resident members,

We come now to more recent and nceesa- |
ible history. At the earnestsclicitation of Bev.
Dexter Clary, then snperintendent of the Ameri-
ean Home Missionavy Society, Hev, L. 1. Rad-
cliff eame to Prairie du Chien. He arvived from
Virogna and DeSoto iu thefall of 1855, A letter
is now in possession of the writer from Supk
Clary to Mr. Radeliff mailed at Eeloit and dated
Aug. 15th, 1855, In this letter Mr. Clary refers
to Prairie du Chien as needing n minister. Al
g0 of ite being a very interesting amd hopeful
field. It was during the following year, 1853,
on the Tth day of June that a mesting in Mr
Radeliff’'s house as called *To coneider the .
propriety of organizing a ehureh of Cheist in
this place.’”” Buf the person, Mr. J. 2. Took-
wood, making the motion fo procesd with this 4
organization, was, with his wife, also presont, a ¢
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member of the chiyeh Mr, Stevens had organ-
ized in 1842, The church had never been dis-
banded, here were some of its members, there-
fore the chureh stlll lived,  This organization
wias therefore for all practical purposes, a re-or-
ganiz:tion of the Stevens churel, justas thaf in
turn was o re-organization of the first or Lowry
church of 1534

Put Mr. Radeliff's work was pushed and
wag destined to be of a more permanent charac.
ter than that of Mr. Steven's or of Mr. Lowry's,
There were more people, the time was getting
ripe, tnd the zeal of this devoted man and his
wife on behalf of this church was a real hero-
ism.  Both Mr. and Mrs, Radeliff remember the
triale they endored and the friends they won
here in their work for five years and more. It
was at this tine that Mr. and Mre. E. P. Lock-
art, with their characteristic generosity ook
them into their home. And through the great
kindness and material assistance of Mr. Case,
father of our merchants here, they obtrined

some 1wo or three hundred dollars in answer to
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appeals from friends in “The Enst”. Passing
ol down the years not many things of special in-
terest has happened since thosedays of building
the cl.urch. The church has been blessed by a
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line of good men in ite pastorate.  Not onee lins
there been any greal gquarrel or other church
exeitement to injore n life that has, howaver,
been weak on aceonnt of ite mavry removals
Sinee Mr. Radelif’s orvganization there have
been, as another page will show, 265 admissions
into the shureh, “of whom the greater part are”
GoXE “thia day.”

Another venerated name must be mention-
ed here, that of Rev. Jeremish Porter, D. D,
whose long life, and warm heart, especial-
ly andear him to Wiscongin,® As a former
paztor of tnie ehureh for more than two years,
he will ever be honored anwd reverad.  The long-
est pastorate the church enjoyed was that of
Rav. C. F. Clapp, now State Supt. for Home
Misgiong in Oregon.  His pastorate began Feb,
Tth, 1871 and elosed after a most happy and
fruitful period of pearly six years and a half—
vig:—July, 1878,  During this time the church
was muel improved and strengthened by the
interest of n lovge pumber of setive christian
business men whe have sivcs removed.
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Mary L. Jwenés. .....Fl 1n. 28, 18TY L
i |:JII‘|-'|E fee M. |||:|':||'h-_| l:n'. i
Creomnmisnnn Hlnrnﬂ..l b .
Fohe A& Lowvewel! | ‘-.h:-l:ll a, :'H"Ii L
Mes. Sgrich [:.11'|1w4's-|
Mr=, Harrlet A. Bobhb. ... .|'1.-h. I8, 1834 L
Moes, rsula Brown. ceeo AuE 4, 1B L
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* =L Mirs, l-ktl.]nl‘ «‘I.lhlir'1dui
w0 =P Tdn Schumpnn. .
Jui, 8, 1880 =P Lporg MeEay,..., ...
Aprils, 1800 -1 Mrs, L'FI.IWE. Anderson
T Mrs, Mary E, Kendell.
L IJle-r.u' - E. Howe. ..
‘ " e—L Mpes. Jonmle Lood, .,
= ¥ p—L Fannle F. Gloan .,
A =L Mrs, B, Maxon..

Hmh B, mai--'P
June .]FCI-I. .1,

(ora A, Bebwaizer,.. ... ..-...-A.pr“ﬂi. 1801 —L
Lena A, Wuchter = —L
Mes. I, 1. Goe, i LU ]

The above list of 258 names should be sapli=
mented by five others if one wizhes to know the
antire number of those who have heen connect-
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&l with the charch., This makes n total of 263
to which may properly be added the nunber of
those copnected with the former organizations,
{as shown on page 8) twenty-live awd Afty-lwo
or a grand total from the beginning of — 3530—
Of the number whose names are recovded, 47
have simply “gone” and the choreh does not
know their present residenee {marked *) 132
have been given letters of dismission,  Ouly 36
have died. Yet 139 have been received on con-
fession of Faitl.

DECLARATICON OF BELIEF.

[Adogied umumimousiy ., Fela, 18, 1801,]

I
We believe iu 'One Living and True God;
the *Creator, Preserver and *Governor of the
Universe: “Iufinite in Power Wisdom and
Holiness: who is revealed as *Tather, "Son and
*Holy Spirit.

(3 Denat, 6z b B, 20 Neh o, dis Gen.1: 1 i3 Pe. 10818, 4 Bx
B Gen. 181, 48 Mate. 28210, {6 Jolmn, 12 1, [7] Aote b6 8.4,
1L

We believe that the Seriptares of tha Old and
New Testaments were given by Inspiration of
God; and that they afford a perfect role of faith

and practice,
2 Tim, 3; 14-17. 9 Pot. 1219401,
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We believe that man was created in the im-
age of God; and that bhe has fallen under the
*righteons condemnation of God by *voluntary
transgression of the Divine law; and that such
is the guilt and power of gin, that there is ‘no

salvation exceptthrough God’s redesming grace,
(1 G 1295, {2 John, 32 9, (3] Bom. 3: 23, 4] Eph;2: 4-R

Iy

We believe that 'God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Sou for its redemp-
tion; and that through the work accomplished
by *the life, the *teachings, the sncrificial * death.
and the "resurrection of Christ, all who "repent,
“believe in and *obey Him, are ‘pardoned and
“Hustified,

{itdabm, 2 18, @& Beery, 82 000 63 Fober, B2 50 82 M) Rom, §:8
(&1 Peote -8, (@ Acts 2388 Ty Acts 1681 @y Heb, b: b (@)
Acls 13: 83 q10 Rom. 5: 1.

. V.

We balieve that troe disciples will "grow in
grace throngh the *aid of the Holy Spirit, and
by cbedience to the trath; and that they will
‘give evidence of a living faith by "showing the
principles and *spirit of Christ in their conduet,

and *devotion to the spread of His kingdom,
M2 Pat. 3: 18, & Loke, 11: 13: Gal o 2,5 (91 Pet. 1; 22,
() Matt. 5: 18, (53 ) Jobog, 12 7. (B Home 508 (7)) Maie. 2519, 50

I
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We balieve in the 'Resnrrection of the dead;
we balieve that *Christ will jundge the world in
righteonsness: and that as the issue of His final
indgment, *the wicked “shall go away into ster-
nal punishment, but the righteons into eternal
life.”

(1 1 Cor, 16; 20-280, % Acts 107 427 2 Cor. Bz 100 [4] Matt, 25: 46 °

¥I1

We halieve in the 'Chuoreh of Christ, where
trne helisvers shonld *eonfess their faith, and
unite for Christian work and worship; where
the Sacraments of *Baptiem and the *Lord’s
Supper should be administerad; and where
Christian parents may *consecrate their ehild-
rven to God,  And we haold that *all trae Christ-
ians fogether constitute the One Universal
Chorel, and thongh ealled by different names,
ng members of the *One bodv of Christ, are
gacredly bound to keep the *nnity of the Spirit
m the hond of peace.

While we declare in this form, the faith which
we halieve to have been onee delivered to the
gaints, we do mot restrict the freedom of ouar

brethren in the interpretation of God’s word.

Fphe 5:25-27, % Muat. 10 8L @ Makt. 95 10, [4] 1 Cor,
I1: Z-%, [6] Act=® 80 [6] Jobn, 10: 14-06; 1 Qo 2z 8 [T]1
Cov, 12: 13, 27, [4] Eph. 4: 4.

1




FI]RI'-'I.I;JF RECEFTION TO THE CHURCH.

Wt ghall [ render unto the Laed for all bis boaefits to-
ward me? I will toki: tho oup oF andlvntion, and enll apoen the
miamep of the Taard. 1 wlll pay my. vows ania (D Lord, pow jn
the presence of sll his people.”  [Psoexvi: 1304.]

sWhosoover therefore shall eonfess mo before men, Bilm
will I confess wlso eton: my Futher wivo 15 in heaven,” [Matt
L

“Ior with the bowret minn bollevoth uneo rlghteonenasa; and
wiith the mouth confession i= made wote @il vatlen.”  [Rom. x:
10.]

children through Jesus Christ onr Lord, you
are here, in the presence of God and His peo-
ple, to enter into the fellowship and communion
of his Church. Some of you are here for the
first time to confess yonr faith in Christ, in this
way; others to renew the self-consecration
which you have elsewhers made. You enter
this echurch as sharing our faith,. and as desir-
ing to covenant with us to devote yourself to
the afudy, the practice, and the spread of
Christianity. You do truly repent of your sing;
you heartily receive Jesus Christ as your eruci-
fied Saviour and risen Lord; you consecrate
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yoursalf unto God, and your life to His serviee!
you accept His Word as your law, and His
Spirit as your Comforter and Guide; and trast-
ing in His grace to coufirm and strengthen yon
in all goodness, you promize to endeavor in all
things to do God's holy will, and te walk with
this Chareh in the trath and pesce of our Lord
Jesus Christ,

Acoepting cordinlly the great trutbs of the
Christinn religion, you join with ancient saints,
with the Church throughout the world, and
with us, your fetlow-belisvers, in humbly and
henrtily confossing yoar faith in the Gospel,
saying:

[Here the pustor, the candldates, and che whole cbarel will
gLt togethicr 1ho Apostles” CUriqed. ]

1 Lelisve in Clod, the Father Almighty, Maker
of heaven nud earth: Aud in Jusas Christ, His
ouly Son, onr Lovd: who was coneeived by the
Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered
under Pontins Pilate: wos eracified, dead. and
baried He descemded iuto hell The thircd
day He rose from the dead, He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighiy; from thence He shall
come o j“dgﬁ the l:il]j_f‘.li and the dead:

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Catho-
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lie Chiareh: the commanion of saints: the for-
giveness of sins; the resarrection of the body;
and the life everlasting, Amen,

BATTIEM.

[T hemn shonld bogtlam be wdministersd to hose who have
o boon baptized . This |s &0 be reccived as expressing ado-
wlre Lo D clesnsed Proas =i s o sy ol of thal inward poreill-
cation which thve Holy Splelt works and a slgn of anlon with
Clirlat wnd His Chureh.]

RECEPTION.
[The members of the Charel should rise.]

We then, the members of this Chuareh, in
view of this yonr eonfession and engagement
with uws, eordially reeeive you to our commun-
ion, in token of which, T, aa the Pastor, give you
the right hand of fellowship. We welecome you
to share with us in the blessings of the Goapel,
and in the service of onr Divine Redeamer.
We weleome yon as members of the body of
Christ, and as fellow travelers to his reat.

May you walk worthy of him, andof your
profession. May younr faith be seen by your
faithfulness in all Christian duty, and may yon
honor and advance yonr Master's canse by your
words and by your life. We promise you our
sympathy, our prayers, and ouar fraternal ep-op-
eration. God grant that loving and being
loved, serving and being served, Dblesging and

90




being blegzed, we may be prepared whila w
dwell on earth for the perfect communion of the
sainte in heaven,

Now the God of peace, who brought again
from the dead the Great Shepherd of the sheep
with the blood of the eternal covenant, even our
Lord Jesus, make yon perfect in every good
’E]:lillg to do His will, l.'.'nrkin;_: n you {lint which
18 well ]'l].QFI,_H"'iII"__"___ in his _'-iii.:f'hl_’ through Jesns
Ghr:ist; e whom ba the gh,u]'v\f for ever and ever.
Amen. [Heb. 13: 20, 21,

[Ov thiz]l. Now unto him that is able tokeep
you from falling, and to present you [auliless
before the presence of his glory with exceeding
Joy, to the only wie Giod our Saviour, be glory
snd majesty, dominion and power, both now and
for ever. Amen. [Jude, 24, 25, ]

[ Or thiz]. The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine apon yon and be
gracious unto you; the Lord lift ap his eonnte-
nance npon you, and give you peacs.  Amen
[Num. G: 24-26.]
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WHAT IS CONGREGATIONALISM ?

I—Principies.

A Crunen,—Any company of disciples of
Chrigt, openly decloring their faith, and volun-
untarily organizing on goszpel prineiples for
Chiristinn worle and worship, is o trus Clivreh of
Christ. Every such chiureh is on a level of gen-
nineness, dignity and anthority with any other
Churoh on earth. It should ordinarily include
only those who ean eonveniently work and wor-
glip together. H

Irs Goversment.—A Congregational Chureh
is one in which the governing power it vested in
the brotherhood, rather than in the officars,
Each member has a right to all the privileges
that any othey 1-|iju'\'5{. and the members of the
Churelh together determine and transact all
business of the Charel, ineluding the choosing
and indueting of officers, and admitting, dis-
miszing or digciplining members,

Frrrowsame oF THE CHURCHES— While every
such choreh is independent of any outward eon-




trol, being answerable directly and only to Chirist
its head, yet these Churches maintain a {rater-
nal fellowship with each other. This fellow-
ship finds expression in associations (District,
Btete and Nationsl) in which the Churches
unite for mutuasl conference and co-operation.
When serious diffienlties arise in the local
Chureh, or specially important matters are to
ba decided, the advica of other Churches is
sought and given by a Council called by the
Chureh. But Associations and Conneils can ex-
ereise no authority over the Church, and are
only for the puorpose of sympathy, adviee and
eo-operation.

Meupensair.—Repentanes for sin, and faith
in Christ are the only conditions of salvation,
and a life of obedience to God and devotion to
His kingdom is the only appropriate evidenee
of Christinn discipleship: therefore we hold
that a credible Christinn purpose, and the mon-
ifest beginning of a Christinn charaeter and life,
are the essentinl requisites for membership ina
Church. None but trus Christiave (jodged to
to be such by this standard ) should be admitted
to the Chureh, and no troe Cliristian should ba
excluded,

BeLier.—These Churches receive the Beripl-
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ures as the only anthoritative guide in matters
nf Baith, Order and J¥iscipline. They, there-
fore, allow po ereed to be impezed wpon them
by ofhers, but each Church is free to express its
own interpretation of Seriptures in s statement
of fnith of its own making. Nor is any Church
to require of its members perfect agresment in
all details of doetrine, but each one trusted as s
Chiristinn brother is free tostndy nnd interpret
the Seripture consciantiously for himself, His-
torigally, however, Congregationsl Churehes
have aecepted the “Westminister Confession™
“for substanes of doctrine,” and are thoroughly
“avanwelical” in their beliefs. The “Burial
Hill Confession,” adopted by the National Coun-
o1l of 1863; and the “Statemant of Doctrine™ put
forth by the Commission of Twenty-five, ap-
pointed by the National Conneil of 1880, while
having no more authority than thers is “force
in the reason of them," exhibit the sonnd and
Seriptural beliefs held in these Churches,” as
pdiusted to the wideped kpnowledge of onr times.

CanmEriay Usioy.—BReecognizing the unity of
the Chnreh of Christ inall the world, apd know-
ing that we are but oma  braneh of Christ's peos
ple, while adbering to our own faith and order,
we extand to all believers the hand of Christian
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fallowship, upon the basis of those fundamental
traths in which all Christions should agree.
We desire to be free from all narrow sectarian-
ism, to avoid strife and contention among thosa
who are gecking to advauce the kingdom of God,
amd to nse every lLonorable means to prodoce
harmony and co-operation among all who love
our Lord Jegue Chirist,

L1.—Hisiory.

It i believed that the primitive Churches, or-

ganized by the Apostles, wers Congregational.
The word “Chureh”™ in the New Testament is
used only to denote a particalar band of believ-
ers in a parbicular place, except when it is occa-
sionally used to denote the whole company of
‘the redeemed. The Elders (or Bishops) are
forbidden to exercise authority over the chureh;
and the assembled members elected an Apostla
in place of Judas, chose Deacons by ballot, and
disciplined members, [1 Pek 5:3; Acte 1: 15-
SR 8- 0.5: 15:922: 1 dor §:1-T: 6: 1-5; F0or.
2: 6, ete. |

This “popalar self-government” of the charch,
in which the only two officers ( Bishops or Pres-
byters amd Descons) were servants o mes-
gengers of the chareh rather than rolers, waa
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characteristic of the first century, (See Giese- |
ler, Mosheim, Neendar, Schaff, ete.)  But in the
secondl eentury, the Chief Preshyter of a rather
wide region came to have s preponderating in-
Huenea, and by and by to exercise anthority
over weaker brethren and charches. The spirit
of “centralized organization™ was strong and at-
tractive. Ambition conspired with the seeming
necesgities of the time, and the simpls demoe-
racy of the apostles pradually degenerated into
an oppressive lderarchy. Agnainst the tyrauny
and corraptions which resulted from this sys-
tem of raligions governments, thers were many
revolts and attempts to return to a more Serip-
tural way. Bul nomarked suceess was attained
till the great Heformation of the sixteenth een-
tury.  One of the reanlts of thiz movement was
the rise of o Puritan party in England, whieh
resolved to make n stand against the coreup-
tions and “idolutrons naages” in the Esxtablisli-
ed Chueeh of England.,  Some adhered to the
Establishment onder protest, and were called
Non-Conformisis; others left it entirvely, and
were ealled Separatists,

Some of the Jatter, driven by their troubles
“to gae farther into these things by the light of
the word of God.” resolved to retnrn to tha ori-
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ginal simplicity of the Apostolie Charches.
Thoagh various sarlier unsuccessful efforts at
organization were made, the first Congregation-
al Charch in England, with which we stand in
historiec eonnection, was that formed at Serooby
in 1606, Viclent persecution attacked its mem-
bers, and they fled to Amsterdam in Holland,
with John HRHobinson their Pastor, one of the
most leained, sagacions, and godly men of his
time. Aftar a year they removed to Leydon,
whera they remained eleven years. But it be-
came evident that Holland was not the placa for
their parmanent home, and one division of the
church embarked in the “Maytlower,” and eross,
ing the Atlantic landed at Plymouth, Mass,
Dec 21, 1620, hore to establish “a church with-
out a bishop, and a State without a king.” This
was tha fivst church in New England.

Thera ware in 1890 in the Unitad States ndar-
Iy 5000 Congregational Churches with over 4.-
000 manisters and one-half a million members;
having 610 277 persons in their Sunday Schoals;
raising more than gix million dollars a year for

| home expenzes, and F2308037 for benavelent
! purposes, They take a leading position in edu-
eational matters, many of the principal colleges
and academies of the country being either con-




Arollad or mainly snpported by them, {viz: Am-
herst, Beloit, Bowdoin, Carleton, Uslorado,
Dartrnouth, Doan, Drary, Ilinois, lowa, Mari-
etta. Middlebury, Oberlin, Olivet, Paeific Uni-
versity, Bedfield, Bipon, Rollins, Tabor, Wash-
barn, Whitman, Wheaton, Willinams, Yala Uni-
versity, Yankton and others ) They
have seven theological seminaries [at Andover,
Bangor, Hartford, New Haven, Oberlin, Chica.
go, and Oakland, Cal.] They are actively en-
gaged in philanthropic and missionary enler-
prises. |See p. 28]

Besides thesa churchos in the United States,
thera are in Canada 150 Churehes of our erder,
with some 8,000 communicants; and in England
and Wales, 4 185 chuorehes, with abount 400,000
members; and in all lands 12,000 Congregation-
al Chuarches with 1,500,000 meambers.

The benevolent eontributions of this Chareh
and denomination are hestowed largely through
the seven great societies, supported by the Con- |
gregational churches of this conntry, as follows: |

1. The dmerican Boord of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions, which is respousible for
the evangelization of one-tenth of the heathen
world, or above 100,000,000 souls. It has twen-




ty-two distinet missions, belling the globe; its
014 American and 2350 native workers preach
the Gospel in 26 lvnguages, and in 1117 great
genters of popalation.  Its 360 churclies have
83,000 members, of whom 4,600 were added last
yoar. It has 7,500 youths in ite seminaries and
colleges, and 44000 pupils in its common
gchools. Ik received for this work in the year
ending, Aug. 31, 1589, 2066,001.42,

8. The dmerican Home Missionary Sociely
organizes new churches and aids fecble churches
till they can assume the entire burden of their
work. They had in 1889, 1,725 missionaries,
preaching at 2,155 stations, and received from
the churches to carry .on this work €608.000,
In this state, the entire Home Missionary work
has been assumed by the Wisconsin Home Mis-
sionary Sociely, relieving the parent society of
this burden. We have 106 Home Missionary
ehurches in Wisconsin, and need for the work
215,000 a year.

& The Awmerican Missionary Assecialion
works by its schivols and chorches for the edu-
cation and elevation of the negroes, the “moun-
tain whites" of Tennessee, the Indiang, and the
Chinege. It had in 1859, 142 churches, 60
sehools, 460 teachers and missionaries, and 12,-
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4% pupils nuder instruoction, The cost of its
work lnst vear was #4. 16216, It was to this
work that Daniel Hand gave $1,008,000 recently
as 2 permanent investment,

4. The American Congregafional Union as-
sists needy churehes to build houses of worship
and parsonages, 1t raised last year $149199,
and wided 100 churehes tocomplete their houses
of worship, and 49 others to complete their par-
BOTIALZES,

. The American College and Edueation So-
eiety has ginee 15106, asgisted 7,709 young men
to study for the ministryy and since 1843 has
aided in fonnding and sustaining 29 collegas
and Theologieal seminaries, ineluding Beloit
and Ripon colleges in this state. Tt expended
Inat year $27 592 in aiding students, and 868,-
157,100 in aiding eollages,

f.  The Congregoational Sunday School and
Publizhing Society aims to aystamatize and aid
the Sunday School work of onr churehes, pro-
vide good religions reading, and promote a
knowledge of the history and prioeiples of our
denomination. In 1859 it established 485 new
Sunday schoole. and aided 2,056 others. Tt
needs L0000 o year for its worl,

Far
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7_ T-J‘[' J_“'!rf'ﬁ' Ii‘f‘h‘j f':l']rnlff'h'l'll’-“‘ﬂ' Gfl.i']‘]‘”nl.l'.-“'-?‘l'.r.l‘”1
only five years old, carries Christian schools
and Christian eivilisation into Utal and adja-
cent territovies, to conguer the iznoranee, super-
stition and immorality there, Tt has 38 schools
and over 3,000 pupils, and received last year
266,000 for its work,

Other societies and other forns of benevolent
worli, also receive ocensional and generous aid
from our churclies,

All members of the chureh and community
are earnestly invited (o share with usin this
great work of the Master for the Wozld,

T I A A

This was ona of the firat Societies in Wiseon-
gin being organized in 1885 by Rev. H. L.
Cheney. It has done, and is still doing a good
work, Omn the 26th and 27th days of October,
1858, it held a convention of marked interest
and helpfulness. This was probably the fivst
eonvention of its kind in this part of the state.

The Chrisfian  Endeavor movement  has
gpread go rapidly in the last ten yvears that now
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there are over 14,000 gocieties with apwands of
L000000 members, found all over the world,
but principally in the United State: and Can-
ada, and in no less than twenty evar zelical de-
nominations, The Society simg to teair young
people for the dulies of their own ciursh and
denomination, and to make them loral and ef-
ficient members of the Church of Chiist,
s bt
THE OFFICERS OF OUR SOUCIETY AHE,
Presicdent, = H, F. Howe,

Viee Prasident, - Fisa M. A, len'a

Seervtary,
Cor, Hew'y - r
* Trons. 2 - - Mizs Ada Fullor
Cirganist, - ] Miss B Larns.
PEAYER MEETING COMMITTEER:
Aliss Emang Seliimann, Mis= Barns,
Mrs. Bailey,

BOCTAL TOMMITTEE.

I'rof, Kreege, Misses Loolse Selmmann, Addbe
Leoper, Florn Hill, kitt 1L

FAROUT COMMITTEER.

Mliss 1henia, - L A Andriddge,

Ha



The First Congregational Church.

Pastor, Bev. Andrew A, Adridge, Clerk—Ta=tor,

PEUDENTIAL COMMITIUEE.

AMrs, A, C. Wallln, Mra. . 8 Foller, Mra, K M. Wright,
| Mrs; La B Hitcheoek and the Pastor,

THE COMNGEEGATIONAL CHURCH SOCIETY.

Proshilent, - - John Koch,
Becretury, - - M fs .'I-[, A Dot
Trenzurer, = - Mrs E. Zleprecht.

0 B, Casy, Term -*q-ln-e Iu: ieg, 1500

Trustess, =005, Foller, ** “ 18D,

Aaron Denlo & i L 1884

This Sewdety co-operates with the choreh in the calling
of n ministor, and radsing and paying salary, and all the
financial part of the chureh work. Any member of the
congregation wishing to co-operate with the church in fis
work may become o wmember of the SBociety by signing the
Constitution thereaf, which =2 in the care of the Seeretary.,

THE CONGREGATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOH)IL.

Superintomwlent, . - Mrs. Hailey.
Assigtant, - - - Ahss Eovns Sehumann.
tBecty anmd Treas. - - - Frank Humnt.
Cirgnnist - - - !|] i=s Linnise Sehumann,

Preiciers, —Miss M. A, Denio, Mrs, Bailey, Miss Stella
Savage, Miss lda Barps, Mr. H. E, Howe., Kev, A. A, An-
deldgs, Mrs. A, C. Wallin, Mrs. 5. Fuoller, Miss Emma
Belimann.

The Sumday Sehos] has an enroliment of abont 150, It
always observes chlldren’s ey, Christmas, and at other
Efapis girls spaecial exercises
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LADIES MISSIONARY SHIRETY.

I*resident, - - - Mra A, Andridee,
Viee Prestdent, - - - Mm. E. Zleprechi.
Becretary, - - - - Miss Schumann,
Treas, Home Missions, = - - M. A. Denio,
Treas, Foreign Missions, - - - Ida Barns.

The society has not held separate mestines during  the
year as it hopes In the future to do, ot has  contribnted
through the L. 1. 8- the sum of #21.00 o Home Misslons.

THE LADIES INDUSTRIAL SOCTETY.

President, - . B = Mra B, Case,
Vice I'resident, - - u < 5 &

sSeeretary. . - . - Stelln Savage.
Treasurer, - - - Mra Geo, Thompson.

Thiz iz one of the most helpfol societies In the clureh,
in its efforts fov the material prosperity of the soclety, All
the ladies of the congregation are expected, and invited to
beeome members of this soricty.

s




