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Dear ones ol bosme

Have mot ad a Jetler yet bat T will stll keep writtng, writlng and | gwess there will be

a letter come by and by. | have been very busy ever since [ came.  The evening 1
camne there was 4 Young Men's Association formed here in these rooms.  The next-
day we got between three and fowr hondred papers for the office ready.  Br. Pumell
amd mysell wese working at them untll owelve o'clock @ night.  Plasming and
directing, this was done after our meeting in the barracks. 1 lead the singing In our
evening mestings.  Yesterdny | —— ook charge of aflernoon three o'clock prayer
meseting.,  There wers over 140 at our three o”clock mesting. At our meuting al the
harmcks last evening the chaplain of the Regt made some very Interesting remarks,
Thee boys im the [14th all love him. Mo is o good man and does a gneat deal of good.
Char dmtercourse bere in the Rooms with the soldiers |8 very bleased.  How many
soldbers thank God for the Christian Commission.  Well they may for it ks a Codley
irstitution, parely Christian the whole of i Ch how [ wish the Chunches north wene
miohG masresed 0 i, mors ready to lend a helping hand.  How we need (foe insiancs)
& larger librory o circalase among the soldiers, they Jove 1o read.  'Wie have all kinds
of papers bl mosl want mone books.  ['ve schl some papers to Libbic. | wish you
would Failer tske some extracts from the history of the Comemission, and oiher things
of interest-and have it published in (he Gazeter so tha! many in our region may”
hecame belter acquainkad with the C ils objocts and sims  We have sent-broadcast
thiz informsatlon all over the Morth,  May God speed the day when Christians wdll be
more alive 1o this great work. | believe 1o & great extent-the Churches are dead
morally dewml, % regards the great work of Converting the world, and aiiding every
gond enterprise that s for the Glory of CGeod and the bringlng of the Gospel of Christ 1.,
cvery needy soul. | am glad there is a day coming that will try the souls of men.  Let
us who are conpecied with the good work be faithlul-you @ conmecbed for you have a
representative bere,  The Church at Emerald Grove has a represeatstive bere and [ am



glad of i Ivcaght o have more misslonares. | hope God will rkse them up ot of
the Sabbath School.  May God bless the - in my absence,  With a great deal of

lowwe, ART YOUFS semnaanaas Ay
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Diear Unbe, Aami & Cousins

It i my opinion now, 1Bal when 4 man says “he wouldn’t give a snap™ - e says moch more than
he imagines he docs.  Exporicmce hos brought mo this conclusion.  Two lads with o comis
peociivitur [or remaining quict (bul not For cshibiting leseer) sere sciled sabecp near Paimsville,
and sometime afterward, il might bo days or los, waked up somoewhore away, down in Dlinods -
down where they begin io shade off for Egypl.  Two hungry moeinls they were there and one
lonked Imio the others face and sabd. - “schnapps!™  The other amswoerod him. amd said, -
“schmapps!™ and then they both said, “schoapps!” - and quickly fwer down from i hangings
overhead ome carpotsack,- gared upon i and sald,-"schnapps!t”  Then opening the sack, the rue
vakoe of & slchinapp) soom hecame apparcil 1o them and when they discovened bard cheese, slsa,
when they thowght of deir At again.  Thereafter when ihey wavel they Imend o hive an Aust
i eich end of the jouarmey - ot oer cod a1 leas. and may they never do wirse,

I am vory somry thal we could not know bow our case stood hore, amd so could mel ventars ks
axbond owr visit in Wisconsin.  There are o dozen mone phasces that | wished o wisit, and whene
wit did o, it was like bidding friends pood bye in a dream. Boe it was botier 1o make our stay
shaort, than our friends ashsamed of us

Since ooming here our soddiors life has continocd as bde as wind. changing and shifting, o
home here, then there, then nowhere, all dury, no duty, then the mexpecied dwiy.  Ouor Capiain
reslgned the nex weck afier wio reached here and on the same day Lieot Belcher was sent i
Calro with prisoners.  The next day | was detailed as Pro. Mar, for recaiting Megroes to repon st
Benton Bareacks, (ve miles fom here, 5o here | am nendng the Coe and the “Niggess™ wm,
Perhaps that in kess than o week | shadl have neiter i ook after. 11 is & fine schoal for adesting
onie's empor though lke the molling sone, the soldier i3 nor lkely o enjoy any groal
augeneniation of mosgy cominrs,

My health thus Gar comtinues good, bul e atmosphere §s gt as invigorating a5 in Mim, — The
men complain of fecling dull und homey and give their weights as 1200 & 1500 T, Lt weook
tho weather was remarkably finc. warm, pleasant and coaxing as May. [ had fire in my glove bat
once during the weak.  The mud hos mearly dricd up and the new grass pocpod oul with
hewiiching green wherever the sun oould Gned o turf.  On Friday moming lad wo lumed ouat o
recedve Maj, Gon. Hoscncrans, wihd has taken command horo o place of the dowbeful Schofield.
The weather was flne snd inviting o we marshallsd oor blsckest boos, donned omr best bloe &
brass amd bo all appearances. were very likely woodo oor pretiiest.  Bedore we were quite ready 0
a0 0l in search of our hero, the sky hecame thickly clouded, and thers was o smell of min-waser




I the air amd Before we had proceeded a hall mike the dehess and wetest shower of the season
was empiying lscll ine the backs of our pecks,  The NXNXNX mud perceived Bs time and
wrok i water without sting,  Nothing doumied we miked posr throagh all the principal sircees.
At lengil wie came 1o a hah, the sorm kept on, and afier an hour®s ssnding. - with & lake bn each
oo, - mews came thal the Gen, “wis posiponad”™, & we coald renam o oor qoarers.  Anodher
mile & & half of morsr mixing bought us heme,  The occasbon being over she weasher alse
retied, send ghe remminder of the day was similing and lovely, Dhosinn'c Manmre fove @ joke,
whether in making you crick & meatless mut, o in catching you outl withost an umbrella’  The
capacity of 5L Louis for misd s mof cqoabed by (he mouth of the CGanges. T enjoyed the gres
privibzge of secing Maj. Gon. Cirant o fow cvenings since.  Mis Grang am four children were
wilh him.  Ho was hore making his family » short vigih.  For some reason [ have heand From
home only once since | came bore and that was en days ago. 1 just recedived a lefter from Bery
(7). Heis well snd reports that the moubles in his regpimenl are mosly removied.  They bave a
now Col and some other olficers have boen Tavorad with o vacation.  Bory (7] says b hopes &
make mc a visht ina fes days, think I shall be pleased 1o soo him.

What i Lomna"s sddress?  If 1 heard it 1 Forgot it and | am oot siere that [ did not promiss
Libhie somsething. 17 1 did, she must plisase nemind mo of i, snd 1 will immediately comply
somolime. [ hope we may take another Lok af the: bins of appies.  May my me bo more
amplo then and the clder ot sour.

Please extend my regards oo all the friends.  Tell Aum Susan [ om going to write her o nodo
shinrtly, conx her, if you can, io grow a lifle younger. My compliments 1o Miss MNorthnop i she
is with you I rogret thad the brovity of oor visil provenied my forming @ mor sxbonded
acquaimnnos with her.

We have o thousand thanks 1o you all for sirving io moke owr time the mest, ond the most
Measant ki, Thst v were ssceessfol [ need oot offirm. Some dey may we rehoarse “old
wcquaingnnce” and form new, more delibemniely.

I wish Russcll Lee (7) would strike off & “masser’ picce with his pencil and send it to father - It
warald graaify him gresaly -

AR CVET
Tre alfecibonacly  Lanl

Rusaekl Chency & Family

Emirabd grove

Wiscomsin

* My special love o Deelin and 1o ber amiable lintde groap Bells & Sibbin (7 inchsded,
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Dz Aiant Martha

I think mysell very highly fvvored oday - 1 have almozt had a fecloagh - leve boon moch more
than balf way home al any mie - XOCOONK, Thave a pood bong lener from my most highly
cateomod Auml Mim (7). & Gmily ener (of Gght pages) from Cowsing Col Molann & fady -
“thal is 0 say”- Anmn. Then, a geesd long betier from Omin (7 XXXK XXEX amd poculiar
Mo this liitle surprise pary came upon me when 1 was bungry indesd. after 8 wooks" fosting, and
thair furmizhings vou may be sure wens folished. 1 snatchid of] my hat, and was shouot 1o jump
over overy chadr in the office, bul they were saved from the atllack by being but acrss the hall
where they wene having a Maj. at dinner and a spocial oocaston,  Failing 1o jumnp over chairs that
were mot there, 1 fell 1o reading.

Mac & Apna were still enjoying life ot Fort Seelling.  He is now Col. of the 2 nd. Minn Cav. -
{which regiment | soc by the Chi Tribenc has boen ordered o Mew Ordcans thosgh offosts s
being made 10 have | rewained in Minnp  Thoy had just boon enfoying a two weeks visii from
Mlrs Migirol (7). You know she & Aona are great choms.  Mrs ML is 0 rare womnm.

{rie! desgl snd Margare!’s comnfon are of coarse engrossing all the thoophis of the Tolks ar home:
Poor Margaret, she has cennmby drank docp of somows. Ouar warmest sympathics and sincenest
comdidlenge come far shon of reaching, the depth of her bercavements. W can only sarmand
her with sympathdsing bearts while the kind hend of Heaven alloy”’ her grief and soothes awey ber
treashbes in 16 jovs - hright, the spring from sadness, Litthe Gilman, 100, he memed o
comprehiernd his boss with an enderstanding far beyond his yoars and wepd as though his hean
wiidd byyzak whem the bast sad rlses wone taking his father oway from the reach of his affectionie
linthe: Iveart amd hamdds,  You say vou think o great deal of your neplows and nlleces, - but pog
ke tham [ o of mine - and there | can undersind yon, - | wish a certain one of your nephews
were as worthy of your regand as lisle Gilman s of mine,

A late ey from Bery (7 gives me reason sooexpect & vish frosm him this woek,  He would have
been here before this, but the officers of bls Regr are fow snd thelr dates heavy,  The officers la
these enlored regiments hive @one cares oo, than we whites do.  MNone of the Negroes can
cither fead ar write, so that the offlcers misss be pen, cyes and ideas for the whole company,

| bl Torostallod your mequest o & kewer o Lo, as | mailed one yesterday, on i steemgeh of
the natice | found in the last pager sent youw. T amplificd the direction so that he will non fail of
receiving it IF he doesn®t call om me on his way dp 1 shall ol call on kim shen be gos drafied.
Just presend that idea b0 him in- & Torcibbe manner . “What am | dedng here™  Why, | am
walching these “niggers” @ thoy shill and deifl this way amd hat along e places in font of the



office.  Perhaps you think that that is not moch of 4 besiness - well i isn't as hand 45 marching
froam 12 so 20 milles per day in pursubt of & “phamscm n brecch-cloh & legging,”

I have ahoan ag mach busineis as the clerk of 8 vacsni school districe - vei [ am sor disposed i
Sake on” becauss [ am nod on geard every other day. | faner myself that [ ¢ elecp soundly
ewery Might just as comfably and saisfackrily w myscll as can any ather military individasl -
s my rulc s b culivae all Kiod]y takenes,

My duly here is the cnlistnsent of negroes and sinee the 25ih, uln | have put theomgh & tocal of
thees which you sec i beavy and engrossing labor. | wish ¥ou coukd mke & tour of o hors
arvimnl and thrsagh these Barrocks almost any aftermoon, The paracle grounsd is fully sixly mods
in width and as long s from yoor honse down o the aone glore, On cech side exending the
whob: length is a row of quancrs, one Sory in heighl. snd with a comtinuous porch in Tront
Adgross this, tho casl, ol arc thess sew qra. The ground i3 a perfec kvel & when covenad with
troops om drill is a fine sight,  The buildings have o gleaming cont of whitcwash and knok s
chom as an oye.  Hetwom the Barracks and the street are the Mo, St Talr grovnds, & fine lang:
arc - 4 besatiful grove ol oaks B ccanered over the comtral part of the ground and in hal grove
ar e baildings erocled for B use of e Gir bol now occupscd a5 hospitals, contraband guoartors
and aflicers connocicd with those departiments.  The amphithcatre - o largs cincular building, two
stories in beight and surrounding an srena vight mods or more e dimeien, e the main hospiial,
cvery part of which, inside and our ie Eep as clean and swect 53 “mother’ s boltery”™ - Snd then
the comirshand (2rs! a mammoth robins’ most Gl of backbinds!  The building is abowm 150 e
lang and ocoapesd by familics of selficrs in somc cascs, and by relugss= from the hands of
iymmic masters Some distinguished characiers and noled persomages ase congregated there,
as | keamed from hearing the rolkcall this moming. "Gt Washinglom.” “heah! - “Mellic Bly,”
“hoal, - “Andrew Tackson,” “hyah!,” - “Honry Clay.” “yes sah!™ - “Alce Cany, (*) “T'me bl -
& so the elie dropping I bere and there, making in all a remarkably illustrioas family.  Beyond
all these building” wre some fine lowns with overgr amul & f i W thon pass oul the
front gate, mnd ke the stroct cor & lown or sy path o breakfast - 1 woald profer & have vou lake
hreakfast with mie if you can possibly slop.

1 have wrtten 1o you, bt | mean io all - with bove, Danl

= [rircer oo Benton Barmcks Mo™ - omalting Coo & Kogt
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Boirbom
smmom Barracks Mo March I3 1864

By Diear friemds

‘l’uuhn:prnluhlyh:ud[rwnlmﬁnwhisviﬁlhzm 1 am very sy thad he hod
s lingle time. He was bere only abom vao bours.  He was so desbroes of gening
along 10 see his wife that 1 couldn’t have the face to declare martial law over him and
hold him bene he wesk oul. A man With a young wile has no business in the ammy
“Ha., ha” the wooing o"t" 1 could mot help being amused at Lom’s eagemess o push
along, though he gave me no time o rally him shout it Louise nesd not e afrald of
heer hussbands” munning away fom her an asssance which probably gives her litile
Erief

Larn sewms 1o have enjoyed his winters work grestly, being very enthustisatic on the
subject of his lsbors.  He will be amanging 1o try it sguin some day; and he should,
for be is happily qualified For such dutics - his futher’s suaviliy, & his mothers tender
tecari. B first leg him go and see his wife,

Russell Lea & At -~ kind letter of the 23nl was webcome in doe ime. 1 am no
judge in maners of art. e skeich book struck me as containing a better assortment of
pleture elements (critics will plesse keep their eyes on their books) than iy other
ook which | hed seen.  There is quite n beld for Ressall Lea™s i-tjinm:lri;ng_.
combinstions of this and that and inventing sketches b some depree orginal.,  Does
Rowssell Lea hove an eye for portraits?

1 wast so dhull when in Wis that 1 presime that men shum hall their promises, [ mado
hirve been forgotien. [ know | made Libbie some promise abowt something,  Think i
wuummh,gmg':mtd-e‘h’:w&immpﬁﬂu:ruuld:puknl’ihfandemt,
for the head thats” on me, commit 50 fine a blunder as that of presenting sach a thing

ansolicied.  Bui I will veniane iy enclose “a token™, & if 1 am wroag | am sot afraid



of Six. On the contrary, 1 am a thousand times ohliged w her for her kindness in
favouring my little albam with two keepsakes which [ prize most highly.

A Beiser from B yesterday, says that Libbie will hove a Jeber in a few doys.  That
oy has boon =0 busy, aml w0 anmoyed during the bast sia months that he has bug litls
heart for diversions.

Of this gresl war ngws you arc as well poaicd as we are here.  Everybody scems o
feel ihat upon the soccess of our movements this spring resis the coatnance of the
war. [l we fuil in any oo groat aifempd this struggle will be protocked we years 8t
least O this accow men feel about as well satisfied to know that Gn. Shermsn has
retumed safely, os they would have been had be aken Mohile Had his expedition
provied disasterod, our dsong would have beca sung for this year. | am atll hoping
ikt the coning summer may see the end of the ammy of srms.  Afier that 8 year more
will see the end of oor soldiering in this canse.

The Unbon people of this state are booking with great anxiety for the development of
Gen. Rosmorans plans.  Thues fr b has proceoded very slowly and cautiously.
Under Schofield and Gamble this sae was entrely in the hands of rebels
Commanders of Districs, the state froaps, and. the entire crowd of provost Marshals,
weme all rebels a1 hean, althoagh professedly loyal A bushwhacker could not be”
canght and i shod down In the bush, or his house berning his case would be fully
imvestigaied, union men imprsoned or -, on sespicion and all — 0 rebels
repaine as effectunlly as possibly.  But if 2 Union man presented his case @0 the
antharitics, they could not belp him in any way, had B0 power 1o mike hm aminds
and —— thai if e coold not think himself =ife, he had best go oot of fhe .
nizighbourhood: at least they wers anable w afford him any protection.  So the rebeals
have been comfiorted, sl the Tnion men smed away m be despoiled, or muthlesly
murdered by assassin trilors.  The thought thal the brotalities of the savages on our



Minn borders wers the particular provines of 8 wild, barbarous people, B the
deeds of eversday in Missourl show that there is mo friemd that can equal in
maonsirosity, the villainoas inventivenass of o rebel.  Him thinks ihat after all their
base miguities, they can, under the President's ammesty proclamation, mouth the oath
of alleginpos md enjoy the their homes and their property, while loyal men dare not
fiar their lives retam o theirs. 15 it not enowgh to make the loyal men “radicals™

I remain ng ever
yoarr affectionane pephew and cousin
Dianl

Ruossell Cheney
Emerald Grove Wis.

gLt 1Y
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r.ﬁlvr:f"r" repmenal i
S Loals. MO April 19 1864 S Lol iore7

Lizar Aaunl & [riensls

Capl. K (H¥icher £ masell have jest boen aroond g soe the building being erected for the coaming
Sanitary Fair, m which cverybody as well a6 all of the rest ol ths wordd anc supposed 1o bo groaly
imoresbed. I is but a short distinee, sbowi half 2 walk. from ibe principal busincss strocts, - dih,
Sih & 6ith, - back to the fair buildings on the [2th s

The buildings, as yoa may soo by the plan abowve, occepics the ontire stroct, 10 {5 wide, from
Oflive e 51 Charles and wings cach way on Locust 51 - an entrance on osch sreet = o ds alrosdy
enclesed snd loaks mognificent - copscious as the hean of the Great West. [ give & rowgh draft
of the end wiew of the building & it now appears. The mod ie broken, 8= yon see, like 8 hoat
cohin, giving a bowntifl sapply of handsome skylight,.  What the mimitiae of the of the iniemal
amrmngements ore o ba does rar appear as yoi, as the work |5 not sufficlenly progressed,

The Iabar 15 principally done by a detall of soldiers, who are fying ssound the spot with as much
2eal a2 hoagh they Imagined that the whole underaking was [oe thebr capecial  bonelin - and
perhaps ey are right - & company of colored solddicrs come: down every Jday Tom Benion
Barracks, b aasisl in the work, | was thinking this moming tbat that supert buikding was very
fitly embdematical of the glofons, pew emple of Libery which the tre Americant ane oo fis
compleks - 2 building mclding which all nationalitics arc engaged, and cven the doprived, down-
trohion, black men is nol Focbiddon o ke & frecman s inkcres, asd labor with a fecman™s bands
- And when the fabric is completod who are @ enjoy the boenedits of the ministrations in thal
femple?  Does nol ke Sanitary Commission bind up the wounds of tho colored sebdicr, bring
condinls i assuage his pains and sumound his bed in the bospitals with overy nvailshle comfiort?
Ho will it be when the issue of this mighty straggle shall give uws o parer civilization, and a mone
magnificent nntonal iemple - Somoe will then withot this pale of s mindsradons - none will be
driven from its doors, o go oway hungering for freedom, or lefi io decay and death - bocase,
forsoieh, their skin is hlack and thekr rights have fir generasions. been denied e

HEXEX have jest been looking out of this wind a the negl aof dergning o
recepibon. Pl come the Cliy Post Hrass Band - they have seventy five instruments om wdoy -
Tan't that pusic?  None oo good for the vetersns, thoogh  Mext follow the Reception
Commines. then an advanced guand of Minnesotians, then the vewrans, tied, solked & duay,

sy dievwen, bl hearty i@l & pou waoulbd sy o0 d0 you ool had heasd them choor, I the rear,



more Minnesolians again and on every side citioons, laps, & fying handkorchiels, e
recoplions accur thros & four s cach wock.

The Teh & [Hih Minn. Regls both sinfioned here inthe cily were sel in greal commuotion on
Sumday might lax by onfers o be feady in march a1 & moments nodice. Whin and whane we wer
1o g was aull & mystery.  We knew nuthing only 1o be ready - which we e in shom onrder, I8
now appoans that the move was procmutionary in vicw of Formests anticipated movenmsant inls
Indianma or Hlinois - Ciher roops, - Cov. - wero yeslorday senl forwend and s may felapse il
maiural broatliing and guict dutics again.  Bul we s admonished tai oo saying b (5 mi a
malier kr be counied upon, that diis is not 2 ponmancl, abiding place. T §s 8 sieong desioe on
dhe part of Ihe citizens o have os romadn and | think Gen. Rosencrans knows when be s in goosd
company - if o docsn’l. we coulild seggesi o him.

This is the [t summy, spring day wo have had for a long lime, and oven aday i8 is the most
pleasant w0 koop on the smnoy sido of the stroct, there ane oo keaves col and the lardscaps is aill
@ browmn as a Minnesotbs ficld in April.

Givae my love o Unele XXEXX and Aunt Susan, (1 shall wrile them again somm) - & 8o
IO & Dora

1 woald be beld in kind nemembrance by you all
Your elfuctiomals nophew & wowsin
Dand



Mear Cliy Point July 27 64

Dlear Henry

Today the direcior of Sandtary matters ln this region visised the Sih Corps Sanhary teat
{where | now am) and as be came op, intmpdeced w0 our Capiain - a gentleman whom
bl Bev, M Panon of Chicago. Though | had never spoken i him an Chicago
—mie amd thee as a.m.mngrr. il seemed quite nasmural o see him, It wus fke bringing
hnck a pisce of my Chicago 1 st Fall and by the way at this lime a year ago | was
there. 1 asked him after —-- Fisk Michotls and Knight [ was sorry 0 hear that
Micholls was not very simng.  He seems 1o be inking o four of ohservation and 1 dioubt
nid this his congregation will get 4 sermon of two on his experbences here. 1 alsould
Ik ter hear his remarks on the Sandtary Commizsion for 1ooos on the spot it seeme a
rather vague idea of things hich a man must gel of our — bo stand a few —— al the
eritrance af our siore ent. Take o vlew of our cans and boxes and then bid ws good
mevming.  Yet | sappose from what be sees md picks op in conversation with Dr.
Duauglos be will get up a large discourse on the sabject

1 howe now been here four woeks snd anless [ do more good than [ have done 1 shall
hawe handly causc o think mysclf among the greal martyrs o the cause of humanity.
The Comumbsslon does fis work on a scale so much barger than [ had imagined that we
have less dradgery and kess ——  forihe sick than 1 hed —- far, Thdnr[-:"ﬂgdln
have ke travel about overlong distances under the hok san giving a lime refreshment:
from my caniesn o the sick men who were o be found Lying around loosely. | find
mysell howewer amigned o a pouad of Sanitary Agents attaiched to the 9th Comp
Hospital  The sick snd wounded, the lager being mow the small minority &ne
collected in Regiment and Divislon Hospitals which are of course rather mesger and
then seni in ambualanoés. hene. whene < Hospitals of the 2, 5, 6 & 9 . ofber..
corpe,  Here ———tenis and cots ane provided and nurses who tn view of thelr being
men from the mmks ame fr better then T hod thooght possible.  Some sre really
wxcellont such a3 1 would gladly hove if | wene sick Thus escepl in groal



emergencies, walching during the nights, dressing of wounds e, — not fall on the
Banitary Agont.  Ploase romembser | am nol speaking of things as they wem at
Fredericksberg of al —— House; there Tam wodd the Hospitals were 50 e organized
thaat the: Agems had very hand work in doing snyihing and evervthing., and cookl ey

only panially secure for men ihe absolute pecessides, —— all |5 organized
by mci:'-clrcmrrn?jt that «uer trank s very light.  In fact 1 think that bat for the
paossihillity of o greal ealth ====- it would quile a5 well for the Commision i dismiss
some of its rumerous Agenls.  In this sgoad for inslancs are eleven men - oar work is
chiefly o distribate liftde arficles which the ——— —— — — — — ——slowdy. — ona
great deal, il would sewm more than half, toward cloihdng this Hoapital, 1w feed an
immense quantiny of crackers {two barrels a day), wbacco o —— chewing & smoking
public, whiskey punch { 1o the very sick, sometimes 1o all) nsing often 18 10 24 large
boatles of whiskey a day. Handkerchiefs, stationary, soap, conmed meats snd frodt &
milk beskle stimuelants of all kinds go et of our el inoa way thal asunished me on
my first coming.  Sewing whal we camy around our selves md give oW 1o nurses one
might hastily suppose thal we supplied all that wes pooded @ e whole Corps
Hospitnl.  This is ned however the case.  Government docs a great deal.  Muoch is
also done by te other Comendsaion as the Chin and Stae Reliefs.  Each Division
{there being three) has beside a Govemment Cook Heuse also & special Dher Kitchen
directed by either the Sandtary or & ie true in one division by the Chin Cmrnsgmn.
The CGowenment detall or pays cooks o work these extra kitchens bur the
Commisions sopply the materials.  Ench of us agenis has o certain number of wnts
which he superintends and sees that they are supplied with sach delicacies as the
surgeons albow or dinect o be given.  Most of the ime [ have been employed in the
sione lent giving oul o applicants for — lobaceo, Oy-nening, clothes eic,  Lalely
however | have had five tents asigned. 1 did not (especially st-fira) find the work™so..
interesting as | had thought [ expected to find men gratefl for any linle - and as
much gratified over finding a friend ©w notice them as over the gift lisell  On the
wither hand T found a0 many who ook what you gave them with a cool book m o as if



asking why [t was —-— and 1 have hoard 50 often begging and grumbling and even
imsulent remarks especially from the furses amd older Fellows of the camp, that [ sl
linle pleasare in the work, The camp Is alresdy s comforable ad so much s done
by the varions Commissions bal most of all by the Sanitary thal those spending, somo
times here get in some cases Amply spolled.  You will 20 just now, & many sour-
faoes over being refused o bright red shint or lemoes & sugar or o can of condensed
milk 25 you will bright faces over receiving them.  However on a linle longer
experience | am beter satisfied, 1 make the acquaintance of men, and in some cases
can wee that they are plessed when [ come in. Chele o namber 1 get really inkerested
in as individunls, thoagh [ meet also very many who ans mosl snineresting characiers
in themsslves, O the whols Tam willing o begin my work sgain as soon ns my —-—
are agnin filled  Just this day the sick hawe boon moved From all bat one of my enits
imter oahers. Bun i will probably mor be long before a mradn of ambalances may bring
s e mach than we can pccommodsle.  Some movement 1 think & scon io be mede
and may bo begon oven bolors this reached you which will bring in an engagement
and send mulbndes of woanded down here,  We hove hitbeno had far more sick than
wouriled, Mw“mlywnme The camss of this | felt mysell whon [ went o
the frond - & week or $0 —— mich heat which You canoot escape and work of marching
or even lying in sach a din wouald in & few doys or weeks send me o the bospital, |
h.wu11|:|l'ri:|1'_|=:|1|;‘wbmllnfwn[hxwm{mmhﬂn&dmaﬂmj
of of the odd or estertaining chamciers we meet here, for & 0 is now searly 12 a0
night [ mumst ¢lose,  This is an extracrdinary hoor for our habits here bot as my .
sleeping quariers nre the store et whene the hours of chalting and slory Eelling of my
party are apl o stay laver. [ did nat get inio my kettor and in very good — and in my
real to findsh am breaking all good nales for sbeeping hours, | —— say — here and
have o hardships. [ am engaged for two months but if no greawr need for Ty -
services caist - ot the end of Angest than pow s the case | shall leave,  Please give
my regands wo your wife and ihe other friends.  Should you write as | bope you will
ploase addnes



Ed-d & {or (7} Smith
Rellel Agent
Sanitary Commission  Washingson 1. C
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Wteriond, Miss. § mikes spulth from Holly Springs.

Aug lith orders. 1 was elling you of the mnifoom man wiz find al home in the South. My siore
was wnecremonionsly broken off by & march #o this place voskinlay - necessitating an carly 1o bed
& urising XXtimes  The day was florcely hol amd thamder showers hang arounsd dronching us
with perspirathon insicad of cocling waicrs.  Reached this place st 2 pome. Waterford is o very
ligibe burg, of diny proclivities and few bouses, & weal lived parasiie oo the mil ond.

Ao v game o, oviteer toops boke camp and wend on down the KR We hear ithat down nt tho
Tallnhaschic Crossing chere has been heavy skimmishing for twn days & tho yesierday the rebels
were driven oul of the botioms & pated,  Lest night we lodd peady i pomnce out 8l 8@ momems
noitbee, @5 we hsd wond that o rebel brigade was lying 1o the css of s s though ndicating ans
attsck. W have o very large bripsde & would be nuch pleased: o hear them give es s call.

A party of fofagers are jas reiwmed,  They bring o bag of splendid ripe peaches snd another of
upples, also o hag of chickens & wrkeys.  Did you all imagine that we were starving woe deatly
devam here!! - We may yer, b this looks ke a poor beginndng for §i - and & corinin hesvy
padtromomic fecling the same own moe tale,  “No Sir" nol any more peaches jast sl presem,
dhank o

Rt in o mor: substansial way, the foragers hring in alse ahoar 30 head of catle & 5 ot of slce
miibes & horses  How would you relich i 0 8 company of very free handed geets cach with a
ficrce brace of servids shoobers: should ride into your yard, Gl with vigor wpon your “dear
chickons" wring beir nocks amd bag thom, ol the caitle sl star them down the mosl, discover
your buggy, nnd the stable of hores, ke cach a niroble nag with saddle, then going it absorh all
your pans of milk & dowghnuls, spans Nour & mcal. and ledve with impunity? — Not moch, |
think. But how coudd you belp yoursell?  Why, oy, That will make them keam whoen ey
have fpioked all sbout and can find nothing mons o cabbage (Th,. Such arc foragors.

Well gond-biye - for the present. Before [ can wrile you sgain we shall have a fight or so - 1
knw you wish us all safcly thragh -

Wiih comtirmued bove to sl the friends, 1 am still yvour nopbew Danl

Mirs Kussell Chepey
Emerabd Grove
Wiscimain.
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Fon ~———— Columbus Ky?
Do 19th 1864
[l 273 -'rn
Mirs Hussell ey
Emerald Grove Buck County  'Wis

Dear Aunt

There has been a better in my trunk for nearly six months walting 10 be anavwered. |
do nol apologize for such delay for during & greal part of that time an ococesional ledter
1 Millie {who sojoumed the summer wish you) shoald have kept you in ssemnos of
constant remembrance by your pephew.  Since Millle went home it hes been s
Froguent resolve 10 renew my cormespondencs bul there have been very many things
hers which have monepelized all my avadlable time.

D 2ol Co Foiny company) & Co. [ were moved from Forl Halbeck? w0 nelieve
e other companbes of the regiment, at this Fom, thet they (the las parrison) might be
trought under hetter discipline in the command of Fort Halleck?  Since moving |
have workid very hard o [t ep guarters bere and have just completed them-they an:
smiall but comforiable commodations, and -bome like,

"

A

The afficer who formaly cecapied this bullding mus have bem conlent with very'
workdly accommodations a5 the house was open & & bam and bore 3 close
resamblance o one.

The exterior appenrance ks oot changed except by the use of two good sized windows-

the inlcmion bears none of its former appoarancs. e



1 think [ shall be pleased with the change of location-my room overlooks the wwn and
river and the view is exiensive and on a clear day, is beawiiful. The locadon Is
healibics than a1 Fort Halleck™

Dy lsealth has been good and a4 times excellent since the first doys of Augast

1 an indehied b “Fever and Apoe Bitters™ Tor this acecptable condition of health.  The
birters were pat up by Father after an old time neceipt he has, snd Owrin broogha them

0 me,

1 canmot but consider it very formmate thar Orrn arrlved home safely and that he is not
suffering from the Army Fevers-.  He says be is loosing his hair from the effects of
his swmmer campaigns & he may regand himsedl forunaie iF e loscs nothing more, |
was very camtious aboat him when he had renmmed from Memphis snd was so
debilitated,

He reponts the home folks o be enjoying good health-Miss Warner & Belle ane there,
and all togethes.  Father mmst hive 3 house full this winter.

1 have also a letver from ——-(Dee %kl  He is well-has good health and s emjoying
life bath m hesrt and in the Militory sense-.  He will, Wi‘lhuldmlﬂ.'bﬂmmlgd R
Lieut, Cod. of his regiment in a few months-,  He does not enteriain the idea of going
home until “the war is over™ and his services are nol reguired any moes. | am in bope

that e will make me a some-tme this winser,

T flies by rapidly and we may all be selioved (within the coming year-probably),
The suceessfisl march of General Sherman has shown bow roften the rebellion is an
heart and a few more such mosterly strokes will surely demoralize the Southern Armiy.



It is & fact which will be faithflly shown in history that the downfall of the Rebsllion
began when Iis armles murdered our gurisons, in cold bMood-sssassinaed them afier
they had sumendered and bocame preerkess.  Ah Sunny? South. Her momal
characler has nétwer becn a matier of pride and shé was the Gral oo ba 1ake lifo againsy
he Federal Government.  First 1o exalt the virues of ireason and the black flag and
first to denounce all claims ko bumanity and respect from the work and consecrte her
only hope w0 the vengeful spirit of dishonor-Her downfall and disgrace before the
worrld will forever have their black rearks-Plymooth and Fore Pilles.

1 am not senguine of sarly success by our proud government but it is inevitable. Mo
osher cause i just and our anmies are  invincible and clothed with the might of all
power and justice.

The question of Slavery & the negro are swbonlinats w that of the Federal
Govermmment and must be be - semee jL The genius of the government will
provides for all incidents & cmergencica.

Happy will be the day when loyally has siezed the heariz of the people for then there
will be peac throeghout the land

With love o all T remain
your affectionate nephew
B Donsmare
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