





KWz

y | L

'

WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE

OLYMPIA BROWRN

LIG],‘\..,.AT[(}N HL.‘LLETT'N
Compiled by Olympia Brown
Published by the
Wistonsin Woman' s ELLFFrugE Association

Racive, WiscoNsIN
1907



TABLE OF CONTENTS

P,
Te MNature:of the Bight- . coeraiiseeeciiug 0
Laws in States Where Women Have Full Suffraee 6
Sechool and Munieipal Suffrage. ..o v an, T
lowa and Tiosaniss 50 e s saia sy 22
Hronprt. o GEieR - s e e e 22

‘Regults of Warman’s Suffrage. .o oo v vvvnnnan 23



The thanks of the eompiler of this little boollet
are due to the Secrefaries of the several States for
eopies of the laws kindly furnished by them, and to
Judge Arthur L. SBanborn and his assistant, Mr. F. K.
Reed of Madison, for valnable aid; to Mrs. Carrie
Chapman Catt for statement of status of woman’s
suffrage in foreign conntries, and to the Woman's
Journal of Boston, from which a large part of the
report on the results of Woman’s Suffrage iz taken.
The Inws quoted are copied from the Statutes and
Constitutions referred to at bottom of each guota-
tion. The sompiler is not responzible for the law or
the langnawe.
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THE NATURE OF THE RIGHT.

The right of suffrage has by some one heen called
“the right preservative of all other richts."’ It is the
weapon of defense in a free, peacefnl and civilized
country; it is at onee a stimnlus to honorable ambi-
tion, a means of education, and a protection against
injustice,

It stands for fair play in the working world. 1t
15 the ¢onsent which the individual gives to the gov-
ernment by which he is controlled.

It iz an axiom that rights and duties should sap-
plement each other, and the immortal Lincoln said :
“1 go for all sharing in the government who bear its
burdens, not exeepting women. Women are taxed to
support the government egually with men; they arae
punishad for the violation of its laws, and by their
labors and character they eontribute to the moral
life of the state. In the early settlement of this
western conntry they did their full share in reclaim-
ing the wilderness; they endured labor, sickness,
peril of every kind, and by their devotion, proved
their patriotism and earned recognition, They belong
to that *““pecple’ who by the statement in the pre-
amble of the Constitytion of the TUnited States
ordained and established this government, the same
wha by the bill of rights of the state of Wisconsin
are declared to have “‘inherent rights’' and there-
fore the present subordinate position to which they
have been assigned is an offense against nature and
g violation of the first principles of a :!u:-mm:rutm
Government.
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LAWS IN REGAED TO WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE
IN THE UNITED STATES.

States Where Women Vote on the Same Terms With
Men, on All Subjects and for All Officers

COLORADO,
by amendment to the State Constitutios, passed on
Novemher T, 1893, ratified by referendum vaote. The
word “male’ was stricken from the Constitution m
1901 by a mueh larger vote.

IDAHO,
by Constitutional Amendment in November, 1896,

UTAH,
as o territory, enfranchised its women in 1870 by
vote of the Legislatore, and women exercised the
right seventecn years, proving themselves intelligent
voters and wvaluable eitizens. During that time un-
snceessful efforts were made to deprive them of
the right, aod in 1887 Congress, by the Edmonds-
Tucker aet, eut off all the women of the Territory
from the right to wote, Notwithstanding this, the
Constitutional Convention which met in 18485 adopt-
ed, by & vote of 75 for to 6 against, the following
resolution : .

“Hezolved, That the right of citizens of Utah to
vote and hold office shall not be denied or abridged
on aeconnt of sex. Both male and female eitizens of
this state shall enjoy equally all civil, political and
relizious rights and privileges. "'

The Constitation, with the above provision, was
signed by President (Meveland on Jannary 4, 1806,
and Ttah beeame a stato.
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WYOMING.

A bill enfranchising women passed the Terri-
torial Legislature in 1869, and woman's suffrage was
incorporated in the Constitation when admitted to
statehoad, in 13090,

On Subjects Belating to Schools and Municipalities.

ARIZONA.

4G, All elections shall he by hallot.

47. Ewvery person, male or female, of the age of
twenty-one years or over, who is a eitizen of the
United States, and who has been a resident of the
district for thirty days immediately preeeding the
day of eleetion, and who is the parent or gnardian of
a child of sehool age residing in the disterict, or who
has paid a Territorial or comity school tax, exelusive
of poll tax, during the preceding year, is eligible to
election to the office of Trostes, and shall be entitled
to vote at any school district election; provided, that
evary woman offering to vote at sueh election {whe
is otherwise qualified under this seetion), and whose
husband or father 1s or was a citizen of the United
Btates, shall be treated and econsidered ng a citizen
of the United States for the purpose of voting at sueh
eleetion,

Sehool Laws of Arizona, Hevised Statutes 1901,

CONNECTICUT.

1629, Women voters. Every woman who shall
have attained the age of twenty-one years, who shall
be a citizen of this state or of the United States, and
whao will have resided in the state one year and in the
town six months, and ean read the English langnaee,
shall, after having been duly admittéd, have the
right to vote for any officer of schools and upon any
gquestion relating to edoeation or to sehools.
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1630, Women to qualify; lists; pemalty. The
board of solectmen and town elerl shall at any meet-
ing held by them for the admission of electors, ex-
amine the qualifications of those women by whom or
i whose behalf applieation has been made to be
admitted as voters for school officers and upon any
question relating to education or to schools, and
whose names appear on the “women's list—to be
made,”” and shall eause the person in whose favor
such application is made to testify under oath to her
gqualifications to be made such voter, and shall de-
liver to the town elerk a certified list in writing of
all women who are found to possess the: requisite
qualifiestions to be made such voters, which said list
ghall he kept by said town elerk as an offieial list;
and the registrars may restore to said bLst the name
of any woman, subjeet to the same restrictiong and
conditions as apply to restoration of pames to the
list of electors. Every woman who shuall testify
falzely as to her gqualifieations to be made 8 voter, or
Enowingly vote illegally at any town, school or dis-
trict meeting, shall be fined not more than fifty dol-
Iars or imprizoned not more than thirty days.

1631. Beparate voting lists. Whenever registry
lista ghall be used by those voting in school distriet
meetines, the registrars of voters of the town in
which such districts are situated shall prepare -
arate lists of the names of those women residing in
such sehool distriets, or the voting distrietz of any
such school districts, that have been admitted as
voters

1661. Ballot box for women’s ballots. At all
elections at which women are by law entitled to vote
there shall be provided separate ballots containing,
in addition to the name of the party issninge the
game, only the names of candidates and titles of
officers for which women are entitled to vote, and
there shall be provided at sueh elections o separate
ballot box, distinetly marked ** for women's ballots, "
in which shall be deposited all ballots east by women.
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1846. Women eligible to certain town offices
No person shall be deemed to be disgualified from
holding the offices of asaistant town clerk, registrar
of births, marriages, and deaths, or of assistant regis-
trar of births, marriages, and deaths, by reason of
BOX.

2115. Women may be school officers. No person
shall be ineligible to serve as a member of a board
of edneation, hoard of school visitors, town school
ecommittes, or distriet committee, or he disqualified
from holding such office, by reason of sex,

reneral -Btatutes of Conneeticut, Revision of 1903,

DELAWARE.

Has ne gencral law, but women are allowed to
vote by special laws in eertain townsg and sehool Llls-
tricts, at sehool and munieipal elections.

ILLINOIS.
Women vote for:
Members of eity school boards, except whan ap-
pointed by the mayor;

School district trustees and the so-called town-
ship trustees;

Troastees of the Btate University.

For the latter women wvote once in two years,
electing three each time, who hold office gix vears.
Some of the former officials are eleeted every spring.
In the ecity of Chicago women have no right to vote
for any officer exeapt trustees of the State University
onee in 1wo years.

Hart's Revised Statutes of 1903, Chap. 46, Sec, 2332
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EANBAS.

Statutes.

Article 4—Female Suffrage—An Act Conferring
upon Women the Right to Vote at City Eleetions,
and to hold eertinin offices —Par. Gd6—Women may
vote.) Sec. 43, That in any eleetion hereafter held
in any eity of the first, second, or third elass, for the
eleation of ity or school officers, or for the parpose
of authorizing the issnance of any bonds for school
purposes, the right of any citizen to vote shall not be
denied or ahrideed on aeconmnt of sex: and women
may vote at such elections the same as men, under
like restrietions and qualifications; and any woman
possessing the gualifieations of a voter under thiy
act shall also be eligible to any such city or school

' pffice. (Laws 1887, eh. 230, See. 1, Feb. 16.)

Chapter 18, Art. 3. —(Bee. Td—Right fo voie)
See. 14, In all elections held for city or sehool offi-
cers, or for the purpose of anthorizing the issuanee
of any bonds for school purposes, or other public
improvements, the vight of any citizen 1o vote shall
not be denied or sbridged on aceount of sex, and
women may vote at sneh election the same 45 men,
under like restrictions and qualifications; and any
woman possessing the gqualifications of a voter under
this act shall alse he eligible to aoy such eity or
school office,

EENTUCKY.

At thiz eleetion (that 18 the sehool distriet olep-
fiom} the gualified voters of the distriet shall be the
electors; and any widow having & child between six
and twenty years of age, and any widow or spinster
having a ward between the ages of six and twenty
years, may also vote, The officers of the election
shall be a judge and a clerk, who shall be residents of
the distriet, and be chosen by the voters at the open-
ing of the polls. The judge of the election shall give
the easting vote in case of a tie, provided he has not
heretofore voted, and give a certificate of eleetion to
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the person elected, sizned by himself, and report the
trustecs thus elected, in writing, to the connty super-
intendent of the county within five days after the
day of eleetion,’ ete., ete.  (State Statutes, Sec. 4434,

Law passed July 6, 1893.)
MABSBACHUSETTS.

Bection 13. Every female eitizen having the
qualifications of a male voler required by the preced-
ing section may have her name entered upon the list
af voters for school eommitiee, and shall have the
right to vote for members of the school eommities
upon complying with the reguirements hereinafter
set forth,

Bection 14, A person gqualified to vote in a eity
or town divided into wards or voting precinets shall
be registered and be entitled to vote in the ward or
voting preeinet in whieh he resided on the first day
of May preceding the election, or, if he became an
inhabitant of such ity or town after soeh first day
of May, in the ward or voling precinet in which he
first beeame a resident.

Reviged Btatutes 1898, Page 548, Paragraph 15

Aszsessment of Pell Taxes and Lists of Persons
Aszzeszed.

Section 15, The assessors, assistant assessors, or
one or more of them, shall annually, in May or June,
vigit every building in their respective cities and
fowns and, after diligent inquiry, shall make true
lists containing, as nearly as they can ascertain, the
name, age, ocenpation and residence, on the first day
of May in the enrrent year, and the residence on the
first day of May in the preceding year, of every male
person twenty vears of age or upwards, residing in
their respective cities and towns, liable to be assessed
for a poll tax; and shall inquire at the residences of
the women voters whose names are contained in the
list transmitted to them by the registrars ander the
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provisions of seetion forty-four, whether such women
voters are residont thereat, and shall thereupon make
true lists of the women voters found by them.

In Boston the assessors shall, themselves or by
the assistant assessors, in making the lists of male
persons lable to be assessed for a poll tax and of
the women voters procesd as follows —two assessors
or two assistant assessors, not being of the same polit-
ienl purty, shall together visit every building and
verify each other’s work upon the spot, and the
names of the male persons liable to be assessed and
of the women voters shall be written down at every
building upon the spot in the books fornighed by
the assessors, before the next buailding s visited.

The assessors shall, upon the personal application
of an assessed person for the eorrection of any error
in their original lists, and whenever informed of any
gneh arror, make due investigation, and, upon proof
thereof, correct the same on their books, They shall
eanse all applications, certificates and affidavits re-
eeived by them under this section to be preserved for
fWo years.

Revised Statutes 1504, Page 168, Paragraph 1

MICHIGAN.

(40.) 4662, BSee. 17. Every citizen of the ape
of twenty-one years, and who has property assessed
for sehool taxes in any school distriet, and who has
resided therein three months next preceding any
sehool meeting held in said district, or who has re-
sided three months next preceding such meeting on
any territory belonging to such distriet at the fime
of holding said meeting, shall be a gualified voler in
said mecting npon all questions, and all other citizens
who are tweniy-one years of are, and are the parents
or legal guardians of any children ineluded in the
sehool census of the distriet, and who have for three
maonths as aforesaid, been residents of said distriet or
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upon any territory belonging thereto at the time of
holding any school meating, shall be entitled to vote
ori all guestions arising in said distriet, which do not
directly involve the raising of money by tax,

QUALIFIED VOTER: See Act 135 of 1883, conferring
upon women the right to vote for all “school, village and
clty officers” and declared tineonstitotional in Coffin s
Election Com'rs, 87189, The comstifution of 1335, as
well ag that of 1850, in terms authorized the legislature to
construct a primary school sratem and for years antedating
the present constitution the legislature construed a slmilar
provizion as conferring the power to determine the gualifi-
cationg of voters for districl sehool officers—Coffin va.
Blection Com'rs, 37 | 193, Bellez va, Burr, 76 1. The elec-
tion of memberz of a board of education at the annual
charter eleclion does not make sieh an eloction of “sehool
district meeting™ and glve women the right to vote thereat,
under the provisions of thiz section.—Mudze vz, Stebbins,
59 | 165.

(47.) 4669, Hec 4 Any qualified voter in a
school district whose name appeirs upon the assess-
ment roll, and is the owner in his own right of the
property so asseseed, shall be eligible to election or
appointment to office in such sehool district. unless
snch person be an alien,

Compiled Laws of 1897,

MINNESOTA.

An Amendment to Section Eight (8) of Artiele S3even
(7) of the Constitution of the Bfate of Minnesota,
Sec. 8. Women may vote for school officers and

members of library boards, and shall be eligible to

hold any office pertaining to the manasement of

#chools or libraries,

Any woman of the age of twenty-one (21) vears
and npward and possessing the qualifications regui-
site to a male voter, may vote at any election held for
the purpose of choosing any officers of schools or any
members of library boards, or upon any measnre
relating to schools or libraries, and shall be eligible
to hold any office pertaining to the management of
sehools and libraries,
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MONTANA.

Sec. 1186, Women have the right to vote at any
gchool district eleetion.

See. 1187, Upon all guestions submitted to the
vote of the taxpayers of the state, or any political
division thereof, women who arve taxpayers and pos-
gessed of the gualifieation for the right of suffrage
required of men by the Btate Constitution, equally
with men, have the right to vote.

Sehool Laws, Subdivision 2, Section 4. .

See, 11588, The payment of a tax upon property
by any person assessed therefor om a connly or city
asgessment roll next preceding the elestion at whieh
a question is to be submitted to the vote of the tax-
payers of the state, or to the vote of the taxpayers of
sneh connty or eity, or any sabdivision thereof, con-
stitutes such person a taxpayer at such election with-

in the meaning of the last preceding section.
Hiection Laws,

NEERASEA.

See. 4. Voters, qualifications—FEvery person,
male or famale, who has resided in the distriet forty
days and iz twenty-one years old, and who owns real
property or personal property that was assessed in
the distriet in his or her name at the last annual
asseszment, or who has children of sehool age resid-
ing in the distriet, shall be entitled to vote at any
distriet meeting or sehool eleetion held in any di=-
trict, village or eity; Provided, That all elestors at
school elections held in cities where registration of
voters iz required shall eomply with the provigions
of such registration Iaw hefore they shall be entitled
to vote.

All persons whe are gqualified to vote in a school
distriet meeting are entitled to vote upon the propo-
sition to issne bonds of the distriet whenever such
115113351;{1 is properly submitted —(Official Decision

i, )
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Women vote at primaries.—Section 4, subdivision
2, chapter 79, Compiled Statutes, confers upon
women having the neeessary qualifications the
right to wote at any school distriet meeting
or school election held in any  distriet, village
or eity This statute also confers upon women pos-
sessing such qualifications the right to vote at pri-
maries held in cities for the nomination of members
of boards of edueation—i{Official Decigion No. 14.)

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Any person, whether male or female, but in
other respects except sex gualified to vote in town
elections, may vote at school distriet meetings in the
distriet in which such person has resided and had a
home three months next preceding the meefing.

Section ¥ of Chapter 00 of the Public Statutes of New
Hampshire.

NEW JERSBEY.

Every female cifizen of the United States of the
age of twenty-one years and possessing the qualifiea-
tions respecting residence required of male woters,
shall have the right to vote at any annual or speeial
sehool meeting of the Tegal volers of said sehool
distriet for any purpose other than the election of
members of the hoard of education (a)

New Jerzey Behool Laws, Revislon of 1802,

NEW YORK.

Chap. 26, Art. 2, Bec. 41 of Heydecker’s General
Law and Revised Statotes provides: “* A woman who
possesses the gnalifications to wvote for village offi-
cers, except the gnalification of sex, and who is the
owner of property in the villape. assessed upon the
last preeeding assessment roll thereof, iz entitled to
vote upon a proposition to raise money by tax or
assessment, "’
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Chap. 20, See. 44, provides: A woman who pos-
sessés the qualifications to vote for town officers, ex-
cept the gqualification of sex, and who is the owner
of property in the town, assessed npon the last pre-
aoding assessment rvoll thereof, is entitled to vote
LT f‘. proposition to raise money by tax or assess-
ment.

Chap. 23, Title 8, Art. 1, Bee. 11, provides: “"Ev-
ery person of full age, in any school distriet, and who
has resided therein for a period of thirty days next
preceding any annual or speeial meoting held there-
in, and a citizen of the United States, who owns or
hires, or is in the possession, under & contract of pur-
chase, of voal property m any such school distriet
liable to taxation for school purposes; and every
such resident of such distriet, who is a citizen of the
United States, of twenty-one years of age, and is the
parent of a r:hild or ehildren of school AgE, s0mMe One
or more of whom shall have attended the district
school in said distriet for a period of at least eight
weels within one year preceding such sehool meet-
g, And every such person not heing the parent, who
ghall have permanently residing with him or her a
child or children of school age, some one or more
of whom shall have attended the distriet school in
said distriet for & period of at least eight weelks with-
in one year preceding such sehool meeting ; and every
such resident and citizen aforesaid, who owns any
personal property assessed on the last preceding as-
sessment roll of the town, exeeeding fifty dollars in
value, exelusive of sueh as is exempt from execution,
and no other, shall he entitlad to vote at any sechoaol
meeting held in said distriet, for all sehool distriet
officers and upon all matters which may be brought
befora snid meesting.  No person shall be deemed in-
eligible fo vote at any snch school distriet meeting
by reazon of sex, who has one or more of the other
quatiﬁean‘ﬂns required by this seetion.”’

Several cities have also given school suffrage to
women by a clause in the charter,
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NORTH DAKOTA,

Par. 792, Who qualified to vote or hold office.
At any cleetion of school officers in any school eor-
- poration in this state, all persons who are qualified
glectors under the general laws of the state, and all
women twenty-one years of age huving the neces-
gary qualifications as to citizenship and residence re-
quired of male veters by law, shall be gualified
voters and shall be eligible to the office of county
superintendent of schools, school direetor or mem-
ber of board of education or school treasurer, or may
be judge or elerk of sueh eleetion. (1890 62, Para-
‘graph 50 ; K. C. 1898, Paragraph 672.)
North Dakota Revized Code of 1905,

Women are also entitled to vote for state super-
intendent of publie instruction at every peneral
election,

OHIO.

Sec. 3970.12. Women may vote and be voted for,
for school officers. Every woman horn in the TToited
States, or who is a wife or danghter of a eitizen of
the United States, whoe is over twenty-one years of
age and possesses the necessary gqualifieations in
regard to residence, as is provided for men, shall he
entitled to vote, and to be voted for, for membor of
the bhoard of eduecation, and upon no other question.
The law relating to registration shall apply to women
upon whom the right to vate is conferred, hut the
names of such women may be placed on a separate
list. (97 v. 354; 91 v, 182.}

School Laws of Ohio,

OREGON.

Section 46. Qualification of Voters. Any eitizen
of this state, male or female, who is twenty-one years
of age and has resided in the distriet thirty days im-
mediatel v preceding the meeting or election, and has
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property in the distriet, as shown by the last eounty
assessment, and not assessed by the sheriff, on which
he or she ia liable or subjeet to pay a fax,
shall be entitled to wvote at any school meet-
ing or election in  said distriet.  Provided,
That, for the purposes of this section, any
man who hag declared his intention to beecomes a
citizen of the United States, and has resided in the
state for six months immediately preceding the meet-
ing or election where he proposes to vote, shall be
considered a citizen of this state: Provided further,
That any person ghall be deemed to have complied
with the property gqualifieations imposed by this see-
tion who presents fo the directors or judges of elec-
tion safisTactory evidenee that he or she has stoek,
shares, or ownership in any eorporation, firm, or eo-
partnership which hag propecty in the distriet, as
shown by the last county assessment, and not as-
sesged by the sheriff, on which sueh corporation, firm,
or copartnership pays a tax, even though his or her °
individual name does not appear upon the tax roll:
Provided, further, That in distriets of the third elass
any head of a family who is otherwise a qualified
eleetor, and having ehildven of school age, may vote
at such eleetion without property qualifications. The
chairman of any school meeting, or any qualified
elector, is hereby authorized to challenge any person
who may offer to vofe at sueh meeting. In case an
elector has been challenged as disqualified, it shall
be the duty of the chairman of snch meeting to ad-
minister to each person so challenged an oath that
he or she will truly answer all questions propounded
to him touching his place of residence and gqualifi-
cations as elector at such meeting, and upon taking
which, il the meeting be in a distriet of the first or
setond elass, he shall interrogate him respecting his
citizenship in this state, his age, residence in the
distriet immediately preceding the meeting or elee-
tion, and whether he has property or shares in a
eorporation in the distriet, as shown by the last
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county assessment, and not assessed by the sheriff,
on which he or she is liable or subjeet to pay a tax;
and if the meeting be in a distriet of the third class,
he shall interrogate him as to whether he is the head
of a family, and otherwise an elector, and has ehil-

dren of sehool age in the distriet. (Code, Par. 3386.)
Section 2386 B. & C. Codes and Siatutes,

OELAHOMA,

Chap. 77 (6211), Bec. 83, Art. 6. **That for the
purpose of purchasing one or more school sites, pur-
chasing or paying for and furnishing one or more
school houses in and for any school district in the
Territory of Oklahoma, the board of directors of
the same shall have power to issue the bonds of the
district in an amount not exceeding, with all out-
standing indebtedness, fonr per eent of its taxable
property as shown by the last assessment thereof,
and for the parpese of extending the time of pay-
ment of the sehool distriet indebtedness, or of the
honded indebtedness of any school distriet, the board
of directors shall have the power to issuc the bonds
of the digtriet, in a sum not to exeead in ameunt its
outstanding indebtedness, including bonded indebt-
edness; Provided, That no honds shall be issned until
at an election ealled for that purpose, the question
shall have heen snbmitted to the gualified electors of
the district, and two-thirds of all the qualified elee-
tors voting at sueh election declared by their ballots
in favor of issuing the same, Qualified electors for
the purpeses of this act are hereby declared to he all
persons, male or female, over the age of twentyone
years who are citizens of the United States and have
been bona fide residents for more than three months
next preceding sueh sehool distriet bond eleetion,
within the limits of such sehool distriet,”” ete,

Chap. 77 (6152), Bec. 23, Art. 2, provides: **The
following persons shall be entitled to vote at any
distriet meeting: First—All persons possessing the
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qualifications of electors as defined by the organie
law of the tervitory and the statutes thereof, and
who shall be residents of the district at the time of
pffering to vote at said election, Seeond—All female
perzons over the age of twentv-one vears who are
eitizens of the TUnited States or shall have deeclared
their intention to become sueh and who sghall be
regidents of the district at the time of offering to
virte.

S0UTH DAEKOTA,

Seetion 9, Art, T, of the Constitution of South
Dakota, provides: ““Any woman having the gualifi-
eations enumerated in Sec. 1 of this article as to age,
residencee and eitizenship, and ineluding those now
qualified by the laws of the territory, may vote at
any election held solely for school purposes, and may
hold any office in this state except as otherwise pro-
_vided in this Constitution.”’

Section 1, Art. 7, of the Constitution, provides
that “ Every male person resident of this state who
ghall be of the age of twenty-one vears, and upwards,
not otherwise disqualified, belonging to either of the
following elasses, who shall be a gualified elector
under the laws of the territory of Dakota at the date
of the eatifieation of this Constitution by the peaple,
or who shall have resided in the United States one
year, in the state six months, in the county thirty
diays, and in the cleetion precinet where he offers
hig vote ten days next preceding any election, shall
be deemed a qualified eleetor at sueh election. First:
Citigens of the United States. Second: Persons of
foreign birth who shall have declared their intention
to become citizens conformably to the laws of the
nited States npon the subjeet of naturalization."

Seetion 2331, Art. 4, provides: “*All persons who
are qualified electors under the Constitution of the
state shall be qualified to vote at any sehool distriet
¢leetion, The voting must be by ballot,'" ete.
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See, 1866 provides : “*Every male person resident
of this state who shall be of the age of twenty-one
vears and upwards, not otherwise disqualified, and
whao ghall possess the qualifications as preseribed by
Artiele T of the Constitution, and shall have eomplied
with the provisions of any law which is now or may
in the future be in foree relating to the registration
of voters, shall be entitled to voife at any election in
this state, and all persons possessing the qualifiea-
tions mentioned in this seetion shall be eligible to
any office, except as is otherwise provided for in
the Constifution or by law. Provided, however, that
persons shall vote in the preeinets where they reside,
and not otherwise,

VEEMONT.

See. 803, Persons residing in a school distriet
and qualified to vote in town meetings, shall he
yoters i sehool distriet meetings, and women shall
hawve the same right as men to vote on all matters
pertaining to schools, and school officers, and the
same right to hold offices relating to school affairs,
unless otherwise provided, and if a person offering to
vote is challenged, the moderator at such meefing, the
elerk, and the members of the prudential committecs

present, shall deeide as to his right to vote.,
Section 92 of No. 39 of the Acts of 1588,

WASHINGTON.

See. 103 (As amended by H. B. 472, Laws of
1899),  Every person, male or female, over the age
of twenty-one yvears, who shall have resided in the
school distriet for thiﬂ}' days immediately preceding
any school election, and in the state ane year, and is
otherwise, exeept as to sex, gualified to vote at any
general election, shall be a legal voter at any school
election, and no other person shall be allowed to vote,
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WISCONSIN.

Every woman who is a eitizen of this state, of
the age of 21 years or upwards (exespt paupers, per-
sons nnder guardianship and persons otherwise ex-
cluded by Section 2 of Article 3 of the Constitution
of W]sfcnsm‘,l and who has resided within the state
one year, and with:in the ¢ity or town in which sha
elaims a right to vote ten days next preceding any
elestion pertaining to school matters, shall have a
right to vote at such election. (Liaws of 1885.)

Law permitting separate ballot boxes passed in 1901,

There have heen gix judieial deeisions npon this
law, three by the lower eourts and three by the
Supreme Court. As now interpreted, women may
vote in & separate ballot box on all school matiers,
though not “‘at all elections pertaining to school
matters.”’

Other Fragments of Suffrage.
IOWA.

Sinee 1894 women have heen voters at any eity,
town or school election on the guestion of issning
bonds for municipal or school purposes, and for the
purpose of borrowing money, or on the qnestion of
inereasing the tax Tevy.

Women also are eligible to any office excepl that
of legislator.

LOUISIANA,

A clause in the new Constitution, adopted in 1898,
provides that “‘all taxpaying women shall have the
right to vote, in person or by proxy, on all questions
of taxation."

FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the Inter-

national Woman's Suffrage Alliance, furnishes the
following statement :
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* England, Beotland and Ireland give to all women
who are honseholders or honse renters the right to
vote n all elestions except for members of Parlia-
ment.

The Isle of Man has & litile Parliament of its
own, and women have full suffrage, including the
right to vote for this Parliament.

Iceland—TInmarried wotnen lel widows have the
right of municipal suffrage.

Sweden—Inmarried women and widows have the
right of municipal suffrage.

Norway—All women paying a very small rate,
which counts for very little, have the full suffrage
and use it to 4 great extent. Several women have
been elected to members of city couneils, inelpding
that of Chreigtinnia.

Finland has an absolute universal suffeage for
men and women without any qualification whatso-
ever exeept those of age and residence.

Anstralia has universal suffrage for women in all
provinees except Vietoria, where women are still
denied the right 1o vote for the members of the State
Parliament, but vote for all other offices.

New Zealand—The women have full universal
suffragze.

Canada—I[Tnmarried women and widows may
vote in municipal elections,

In Germanv and Austria there are many prov-
inees whers women of large property have the right
to vote by proxy, but this is only a recognition of
the property and not often used by the women.

THE RESULTS OF WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE.

Women and the School Vote.

A cirenlar letter was lately sent out from the Na-
tional Woman's Suffrage Headquarters to the State
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Snperintendent of Publie Instruetion in all the states
where women have the school vote, asking how it
works, Most of the answers have now come in, and
they are instructive,

The State Superintendent of Kansas says:

“Yes. We are able 1o imterest both parents n
gehool boards and school administration. Board
member eandidates who were unworthy have been
defeated by the women’s vote. Sometimes they vote
wrong, but nsually on the side of the inevitable intui-
tion of what is right.”"

The South Dakeota Huperintendent writes: Tt
has many good results,” but does not speeify them,

The Nebraska Superintendent says:

“'Tt has had many good results. For example, in
the voling of school bonds where betier sehoal build-
ingrs were an absolute necessity, the bonds eonld not
have been earried without the votes of the good and
intelligent women, inelnding nseful wives and eon-
gaerated mothers, The instances arve too numerous
to mention. I name Geneva, Flillmore County, as
one concrete case.

- This recalls the reason Theodore Roosevelt wave
for recommending woman’s suffrage in his message
to the Legislatore, when Governor of New York. Be-
ing asked why he did it, he said that his home town
of Oyster Bay had long been in great need of 4 new
gehool house, but had never been able to get an ap-
propriation for one until the women were given a
vote, Then the mothers voted the new school honse
directly.

" The ballot gives women more influenee in sehool
matters, and this infloence has always been exerted
on behalf of the ehild, the home and the state”

“The educated and refined women vole in every
eleetion in far greater proportion than the 1gnorant
or bad."’
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The Wisconsin Superintendent answers :

“1 can assure you that as far ag onr experience in
Wiseconsin counts, the sehool interests of the state
have been materially benefited by having the might
of nulffmr_:e on school matters extended to the wao-
me., \

The North Dakota Superintendent answers:
““Yes : no polities in our sehool affairs.’”

“It has many good resnlts. Those mothers who are
interested in good scheols and good government are
the active persons at these elections. Most women
have the interests of their children at heart, regard-
less of everything else, '’

The Montana Superintendent says: ‘Tt ereates
more interest, and brings out better material for
trustees,’

The Wyaming Superintendent says:

“It makes the women talie more interest in the
questions of the day. Hetter men are made eandi-
dates, as women generally will not vote for an im-
moral man, Elections are condueted in much more
orderly style than in states where equal suffrage does
not exist. There is very seldom any disturbance,
and the polls are kept free from the rough element.
These are only a fow of the good resalts.’’

The New York Superintendent writes:

“The women do not generally avail themselves of
thig privilege, Oeeasionally, where an important con-
test arises in & school distriet, the women do vote,
and on such oceasions I think that the majority of
the women who vote are the intelligent and best
women in the commuonity, ™

The Utah Superintendent writes: ““It has in-
ereased and intensified interest in the publie school
worl. ™
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The New Jersey Superintendent writes:

““The women who vote at our distriet sehool
meetings are nsnally the mothers of the pupils, and
are intelligent, It does not oblige them to neglect
their home duties, and it makes them more nsaful as
wives and mothers. Woman suffrage in sehool mat-
ters has been attended by good resnlts.'’

MUNICIFAL SUFFRAGE—TESTIMONY OF
- MAYORS.

Mrs, MeCnlloch, the former president of the Tlli-
nois Woman s Buffrage Association, sent nearly 200
letters 1o mavors in the five equal suffrase
gtates—Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Thtah and
Kangas—telling them that the women of Chi-
eago are making an  effort to have munie-
ipal suffrage for women made a law of that
city under the new charter. ‘I told them that we
would deem it helpful to the movement to have ex-
pressions of opinion from mavors of the cities in the
states where either restricted or nnreatrieted suffrasa
for women has been in vogne,”” said Mrs. MeCulloch.
“One hundred and sixty replied, 150 positively in
favor, anly one opposed. 1 npsked them to give the
resilts of actual experience with woman saffrage,
and that they might also give at length their per-
gonal views on the problam that is of sueh moment to
women., The number of replies amazed me. T have
been simply swamped with them: Every letter of the
150 mayors who favor woman's soffrage iz an elo-
gquent and often gquite a learned treatise in favor of
extending the right to vote o women.''

FULL BUFFRAGE STATES.

From Wyoming, whers women have voted longest,
we have the following testimony :
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Hon. W. 3. Collins, President of the Big Horn
Connty Irriration Company, says:

“T have lived in Wyoming twenty-one vears, and
during all that period wemen have voted at all
elections. 1 have often found neweomers averse to
women voting. This soon wears off, and in a vear or
twao hushand and wife, brother and sister, father and
mother and danghter and son go to the polls to-
gether, the same a9 to any other meeting.

“Women are no more corrapted by voling with
their fathers, brothers and hunshandz than they are
by going with them to any other kind of meeting, It
lifts up and ennobles the men. Woman's inflnence
for good iz felt there as it is in the home and around
the fireside. The polls are arranged with full know-
ledge that women will go there to vote. Shonld any
man attempt to locate a polling place where a woman
should not go, that man wonld have short shrift.

““There iz very little bribery here. The man who
alectionecrs with whislky s sure to be beaten, and it
is not attempted very often. Women almost invaris-
bly split their tickets. They vole for the men they
deem the best, and it follows that all parties en-
deavor to put up their best men, and =0 the hest men
are elected, Women evervwhere are always in favor
of law and oprder.

“Women here vead of state affairs, notice what
their Congressmen are doing at Washington, and go
to political meetings.

" Women appear no more out of place at the polls
than they do at a festival or fair. Citizens of Wyo-
ming are proud that the Clonstitution of onr state
was the first for equal pelitical rights.”’
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THE FRUITS OF EQUAL SUFFRAGE IN WYO-
MING ARE:

Aets providing that men and women teachers
shall receive equal pay when equally qualified [Re-
vized Statutes of Wyoming, Section 614) ; raising the
age of protection for girls to 18 (Bame, Seéetion
409640 : making child negleet, abuse o erpelty illegal
{Same, Section 2291) : forbidding the employment of
hoys under 14 or girls of any age in mines, or of
children under 14 in publie exhibitions (Same, See-
tion 2289 ; making it nnlawfnl to sell or give cigar-
ettes, liquor or tobaceo to persons under 16 (Laws of
1885, Chapter 46, Scetion 4) ; establishing free public
Kndergartens (Same, Chapter 50, Seetion 1) ; forbid-
ding the adulteration of candy (Laws of 1897, Chap-
ter 397,

Malking 1t illegal to license gambling (Laws of
1901, Chapter 65, page 68): and providing for the
care and custody of deserted or orphan children, or
children of infirm, indigent or incompetent persons
(Laws of 1903, Chapter 106, page 134).

The Wiyoming Legislature has twice passed the
following resolution :

Concurrent Resolution,

Ba it Resolved, By the Second Legislature of the
Siate of Wyoming

That the possession and exereise of suffrage by
women in Wyoming for the past quarter of n century
has wronght no harm, and has dene great good in
many ways; that it has largely aided in banishing
erime, pauperism and vice from this state, and that
withonut any violent or oppressive legislation; that it
has secured peaceful and orderly elections, good gov-
erpment and a remarkable degree of eivilization and
publie order; and we point with pride to the facts
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that, after nearly twenty-five yvears of woman's suf.
frage, not one eounty in Wyoming has a poorhouse ;
that our jails are almost empty; and erime, exeept
that eommitted by strangers in the state, almost un-
known ; and as the resnlt of experienee we uree every
civiﬁ:-:.e;ﬁ community on earth to enfranchise its
women without delay.

The foregomge resolntion was passed in 1803, and
wias reaffirmed in substance in 1900, Both votes
WETE TIEANIIONS,

THE FRUITS IN UTAH.

Laws providing that women teachers in the pub-
lie gehools shall receive equal pay with men for equal
work, when holding certificates of the same grade
(Revised Statates of Ukah, See. 1853 Laws of 1896,
pare 85 1897, page 132} : raising the ape of protec-
tion for girls to 18 (Same, Sec. 4221 ; Laws of 1896,
page B7) ; establishing free public libraries in eities
and towns (Laws of 1894, page 121} ; requiring in all
schools and educational institutions sapported whol-
Iy or partly hy public funds, systematic instroetion
in physiology and hyegiene, ineluding the effects of
stimulants and narcotics | Same, Sec, 1820 Laws of
1897, page 127 : ereating a State Art Institute (Laws
of 1899, page 47) ; providing for a course of free leg.
tures every year at the capital, on sanitary seience,
hygiene and nursing (Laws of 1903, Chapter 102) ;
for a enrfew bell at 9 p. m. to keep ehildren under 14
off the streets (Same, Chapter 82 ; making 1t & mis-
demeannor for any minor under 18 to buy, accept or
hawve 'in hiz possession cigarettes, tobaeeo, opinm or
any other nareofic {(Same, Chapter 135, pacre 186) ;
providing for the protection of dependent, neglected
or ill-treated boys under 14 and givls nnder 16, and
for the punishment of persons responsible for
their eare who negleet or ill freat them (Same,
Chapter 124); apnd reguiring the establishment of
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kindergartens in all school distriets haviog a popu-
lation of 2000 or more {(Same, Chapter 114, page-
1383).

IN COLORADO.

Mrs. Lone T. Hanna, the first woman ever elected
to the school board of Denver, and one of the most
highly respeeted women of that city, writes:

HBome results of equal suffrage in Colorado are
generally eoneeded : (1) The improved moral quality
of candidates nominated for office by the varions par-
ties: 12) n decidedly increased observance of the
conriesies and decencies of life at the. different poliat-
ieal headquarters, previous to eleetion: (3) better
and more orderly polling places; (1) general awak-
ening interest among both men and women, in mat-
ters of public health, eomfort and safety.””

Twenty-five good laws for the protection of wo-
men and children have been passed by the influenes
of women s votes,

In Depver the women voters have also seonred
ardinances placing drinking fountains in the streets,
garbage receptacles at the corners, and seats at the
transfer stations of the street egrs: forbidding ex-
pecloration an publie places; parking 234 Avenoe
and planting trees

Ellis Meredith of Denver sayvs that egual suffrage
has also led to i mueh hetter enforecment of the laws
prohibiting child labor, requiring that saleswomen
he farnished with seats, forhidding the sale of liguor
to minors and the sale or gift of cigarettes or tobacen
to persons under 16, and others of the same general
character.

In 1898 the Legislature of Coloradoe passed the
following resolation ;

Whereas, Equal suffrage has been in operation
in {lolorado For five years, during which tims women
have exercised the privilege as generally as moen,
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with the results that better candidates have heen se-
tected for office, methoids of eledtion have been puri-
fied, the eharacter of legislation improved, eivie in-
telligence increased and womanhood developed to
greater nsefulness by political responsibilities ; there-
fore, be it

Besolved, By the House of Hepresentatives, the
Senate conenrringe, that in view of these results the
enfranehisement of women in every State and Terri-
tory s recommended as a measaure tending to the
advancement of a higher and better soeial order.

IN IDAHO.

Laws making gambling illegal {Idaho Laws of
1899, page 389 : raizing age of protection for girls
to 18 (Same, page 167); establishing libraries and
reading rooms and authorizing a tax for their main-
tenance {Code of 1901, Sec. 994 ; requiring at least
3 per cent of school fund appropriated each vear to
be applied to maintain school libraries, the books to
be chosen from list compilad by State Board of Ed-
neation (Same, See, 1065) ; establishing a State Li-
brary Commission, consisting of the President of the
State University, the State Superintendent of Publie
Instraetion, 1the Seeretary of State and the Attorney
General (Laws of 1903, House Bill 164) ; providing
for a Department of Domestie Meience in the State
University (Same, page 433, Senate Bill 110) : and
for a course of leetures on Domestic Seience in the
Academy of Idaho (Same, page 51; House Bill 52,
establishing an Industrial Reform Sehool {Same,
page 12; House Bill 20): a Pure Food Aet’(Same,
page 95, House "Bill 97)1; and giving a married
woman the same right to control and dispose of her
property as a married man (Same, page B45, Senate
Bill 35).

During the recent Orvegon campaign reports were
cirenlated that the voting of women was injurions
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to the husiness interests of the state, in reply to
which thirty-seven of the leading business firms of
Boise signed their names to the following statement ;

Boise, Idabo, May 10, 1906,
To Whom It May Coneern :

Having been advised that it i1s asserted, to influ-
ence voters in Oregon, that equal suffrage promotes
““fad’’ lezislation, eanses injury to business and dis-
courdges mvestment of capital in new enterprises,
we, the undersigned, bunsiness men of the ety of
Boise, wish to state that the allegations are without
foundation. After an experience of ten years with
equal suffrage in this state, we are in a position to
testify that it has no seeh effect but, on the contrary,
is i powerfnl factor in the interest of good govern-
menl, contributing always toward the establishenent
af better conditions, and direetly benefiting business
in many ways, {onfidence in the stability and good
faith of state and local government is measurably
inereased and the state is thereby made more attract-
ive to investors.

One of the leading papers of the state makes the
following statement in an ediforial ;

“That equal suffrage has been beneficial in this
state will searcely be denied anywhere, It has not
brought the millenninm, but has improved eondi-
tions. The fact that women are voters has a potential
infnenes for good. 1t is felt in the Legislature, and
in all our departments, being a factor both in making
and in executing the laws. Beiter eonditions are be-
img ereated hecause our women ean eéxpress them-
gelves at the ballot box. '

“The state is bettered by this influence of the
gentler sex; eommunilies are improved, and the di-
rect effect 1s to improve business. Idaho is better as
a place of residence, because we have this potential
influence of the hetter half of our citizenship broueht
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to bear upon the administration of public affairs.
The state has become more attractive to settlers.
Moreover, sinee the conservative character of this
great vote is widely recognized, the state is given a
higher plaee in the confidence of investors.

“Money from abroad is being invested far more
freely than ever before.”

Word comes from New Foaland, where women
vote : ““Publie life is extraordinarily pure. Corrup-
fion or mismanagement in public office is almost un-
known. ™!






