
Year Month Recipient 

1975 3 Nalionai Science Foundation 

1975 4 National Science Foundation, 

NASA, and the Office of Naval 

1975 5 

1975 5 Army Corps of Engineers 

1975 6 

Reason 

For squandering $84,000 to try to find out why people fall in love. 

For spending over $500,000 to determine under what conditions rats, 
monkeys, and humans bite and clench their jaws. 

For a $98,029 contract given to study the ali-volunleer army concept 
in foreign countries two years after an all-volunteer army was adopted by the U.S, 

Foran attempt to commit billions of dollars to build a series of new locks and 
dams on the Mississippi River under a 1909 law designed only for the maintenance, 
repair, or replacement of existing structures. 

For living high off the hog while much of the rest of the country is suffering 
economic disaster. 

1975 7 Bureau of Land 

1975 8 Federal Aviation Administration 

1975 8 National Institute on Drug Abuse 

1975 Department of the Navy 

For requiring useless papew/ork on a contract that resulted in a $4000 piece of 
equipment costing over$15,000. 

For a $57,800 study of the body measurements of airline stewardess trainees for 
the purpose of safety equipment. 

For spending more than $1 million to probe marijuana effects on sexual arousal, 
hypnosis, facial expressions of Americans, marijuana use among the Zulus and the 
use of Qat by the people in the Arabian Peninsula. 

For using 64 aircraft to fly 1334 officers to the Hilton Hotel in Las Vegas for a 
reunion of a pmate organization during the height of the energy crisis. 

1975 10 Nationallnstitute on Alcohol Abuse 

and Alcoholism 

1975 11 Frank Zarb, Administrator of the 

Federal Energy Administration 

For spending millions of dollars to find out If drunk fish are more aggressive tlian 
sober fisli, ï young rats are more likely than adult rats to dnnk booze in order to 
reduce anxiety, and of rats can be systematically turned unto alcoholics. 

For spending $25,000 and using almost 19,000 gallons of fuel in ten months jetting 
about the country in chartered aircraft urging businessmen and civic groups to economize 
on energy resources. 



1975 12 The While House For its efforts to add to its empire through increased funds for consultants, continj 
travel and high level personnel while calling for austerity from the rest of the government. 

Department of the Air Force For operating a $66 million fleet used soley lo transport top government officials at taxpayers 

1976 National Endowment for the Humanities For grants to well-heeled doctors, lawyers, and school administrators to attend tuition-free, 
vacation-like, month-long humanistic bull sessions at some of the choicest university walerholes 
in the country. 

For exploding an expected $15,000 in repair and maintenance costs for Vice President 
;r's temporary home into a $537,000 expenditure for a posh, plush pleasure palace. 

3 National Science Foundation For spending $46,100 to study the effect of scantily clad women on the behavior of Chicago's 

male drivers. 

1976 4 National Aeronautics and Space 

Administrartlon 

1976 5 Federal Aviation Administration 

1976 6 National Center for Health Services 

For requesting $2.8 million to construct an addition to the existing Lunar Receiving 

Laboratory at the Johnson Space Center to house 100 pounds of Moon rocks. 

For spending over $417,000 for 95 meteorological inslniments so that its employees 
can make rain predictions while remaining indoors despite the fact that existing instruments 
perform the same function but must be read outdoors. 

An examination of over $20 inilion of their grants and demonstration contracts indicates 
that routinely they were not completed on time, cost up to five times the original amounL 
and contained low quality and highly questionable results. 

1976 7 National Science Foundation's Research For awarding a $397,000 contract allegedly to perform an unbiased and scientific study of 
consumer legislation and sen/ices to a principal investigator and research center which have 
an overa/helmlng bias in favor of the credit industry. 

1976 8 General Sewices Administration For spending $1,015,000 for 15 statues, murals, or works of art at federal buildings under 
the Art in Architecture program. 

1976 9 National Aeronautics and Space 

Administrartlon 

For a sole source contract award of $140,000 for a 6000 word article and a follow-up 

book-length history of the Viking Mars Landing project 



1976 10 Department of Housing and tJrban 

1976 11 Treasury Department 

Fleece of the 
Year Army Corps of Engineers 

For a $245,000 study of New Towns, Over the iast decade New Towns and New Communities 

n studied to death while most of the New Towns are el 

For its failure to collect as much as $4,8 million in taxes owed by government big shots who 
are chauffeured to and from home In govemment cars. 

For the worst record of cost overruns in the enfire federal government. 

1977 

1977 2 Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration 

1977 3 Award of Merit to Veterans 
Administration Director Max Cleland 

1977 4 Smithsonian Institution 

1977 5 National Endowment for the Humanities 

1977 

1977 

1977 6 Award of Merit to Smithsonian Institution, 
the Farmers Home Administration, 
and the National Stience Foundation 

1977 7 U.S. Postal Seivks 

Department of Transportafion 

National Endowment for the Arts 

For spending nearly $46,000 to find out how long it takes to cook breakfast. 

For spending neariy $27,000 to determine why Inmates want to escape fram prison. 

A special award of merit to the director, who, notwithstanding, the fact that he Is a triple 
amputee, is driving himself to and from work in his own car, saving ts 

For spending $89,000 of public funds In producing a dictionary of Tzotzil, an obscure and 
unwltten Mayan language spoken by 120,000 corn-farming peasants in southern Mexico. 

For making a $2,500 grant to Adlngton County, Virginia, to study why people are rude, 
ill-mannered, cheat and lie on the local tennis courts. 

For specific examples of wise, economical, effective, and constructive use of taxpayers' money 

For spending over $34 million on a Madison Avenue ad campaign to make Amerfcans write 
more letters to one another. 

For spending $225,000 on a report which forecasts transportation needs in the year 2025 under 
four separate science fiction "scenarios" ~ where the U.S. undergoes an Ice Age, becomes a 
dictatorship, is transformed into a hippy culture or blossoms into a society the authors term 
the American Dream. 

For making a $6,025 grant to an artist to film the throwing of crepe paper and burning gases out 
of high flying airplanes. 



1977 10 Department of Labor Fcr granting a $384,000 contract to hire 101 persons under the Comprehensive Employment and 
Training Act to do a door-to-door survey to count the dogs, cats, and horses at the 160,000 houses 
and apartments in Venture County, Calit 

1977 11 Pentagon civilian and military brass For misusing military aircraft on a massive scale at a cost to the taxpayers of at least $52.3 million. 

1977 12 Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation For a series of outrageous expenditures for its Chairman's personal use as revealed in a General 
Accounfing Office Report. 

Fleece of the 
Year Treasury Department For its zealous support of an end-of-the-year, end run attempt to amend the tax laws at a cost to 

the to 

1 Law Enforcement Assistance For a $2 million prototype police patrol car. 
Administrafion 

2 Nafonal Aeronautics and Space For proposing to spend $14 to $15 million over the next seven years to try to find intelligent life 
Administrafion in outer space. 

3 U.S. Senate For proposing to spend well over $122 million of the taxpayers money on a new Senate office 
building that would include such frivolous frills as a rooftop restaurant and a third gymnasium. 

4 National Institute of Mental Health For funding a study of behavior and social relationships in a Peruvian brothel. 

5 Agency for International Development For a series of deliberate acts, bureaucratic bungles, and selfish and self serving deeds that led its 
Administrator to complain that his agency was "over-age, over-rank, over-paid, and over-here." 

6 Federal Highway Administration For spending $222,000 to study "Motorist A ludes Toward Large Trucks." 

6 National Endowment for the Arts For proposing a study to develop a profile of the creative personnel in the fields of radio, television, 
andfllm. 

6 National Transportation Safety Board For a $5,340 expenditure to change Its official seal. 

6 National Institute of Mental Health For funding a study which compared the amounts of food obese and normal-weight people ate in 
restaurants where they had a choice between ordering from a menu and going to the buffet 

7 Department of Defense For spending over $1.2 million a year from a special fund hidden in the defense budget for gîts, 
parties, trips, dinners, receptions, and other entertainment items. 



1978 8 Department of Agriculture 

1978 9 Office of Educaton 

1978 10 Environmental Protection Agency 

1978 11 Department of the Interior 

1978 12 Office of Education (HEVÏ) 

1979 1 Department of Labor 

1979 1 National Endowment for the Arts 

1979 2 National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administrafion 

1979 3 Air Force 

1979 4 Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and Economic 
Development Administration 

1979 5 Award of Merit to the U.S. Army and 

Dr. Percy A. Pierre 

1979 6 National Park Service 

1979 7 Department of Commerce's National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

3l tax dollars to exercise confined pregnant pigs on a treadmill and to relieve 
their boredom and psychological stress. 

iding $40,375 in an attempt to give 35 of its ambitious or unhappy bureaucrats a new lease 
on their career lives. 

For spending $38,174 in a two-year study to find out that runoff from open slacks of cow manure in 
Vermont farms causes the pollution of Ihe water in nearby small streams and ponds. 

For spending $145,000 lo install a wave making machine in a specially designed double Olympic size 
pool in Salt Lake City 

For spending $21,592 lo develop a "curriculum package" to teach college students how lo watch 
television. 

For funding a $140,000 never completed census of Ihe Samoan population of Orange County, California. 

For supporting a "Hanauma Bay (Hawaii) Colored Headcovers Happening," which involved 400 people 
being filmed from a rented helicopter as they walked along an Oahu beach wearing shiny paper hats 
color-coded to Ihe wearer's sex and race. 

For spending $120,126 to build a low-sluing, backward steering motorcycle that no one could ride. 

For conducfing a six month $3,000 test at Ihe Pentagon on the use of umbrellas by male personnel 
in uniform. 

For spending $279,000 on a community center so completely useless, that when it collapsed, no one 
knew it for days. 

For presenting lo Congress Ihe most readable and honest presentation on the need of the U.S. Army 

For a $75,000 slush fund which pays for entertainment travel, and other expenses in excess of those 
appropriated for and approved under Ihe budgeL 

For spending al least $6,000 to determine if pot smoking has a bad effect on SCUBA drivers. 



979 8 Congress 

979 9 National Science Foundation 

979 10 Department of Agriculture 

979 11 Air Force 

979 12 Departmenl of Energy 

980 1 Award of Merit lo U.S. Air Force and 

General Slay 
2 Environmental Protection Agency 

3 Nafional InsfUe for Mental Health 

4 U.S. Coast Guard 

5 Department of Education 

6 Departmenl of Commerce 

7 Award of Merit to General Senrices 

Administation 

Government National Mortgage 
8 Assoclafion 

For the eruption in its staff and spending over the past decade. 

For spending $39,600 to study "Himalayan mountaineering. Social change, and the Evolution of 
(the Buddhist) Religious among the Sherpas of Nepal." 

For awarding $90,000 for a t«o-year study of "Behavioral Determinants of Vegetarianism." 

For a last minute $715,000 spending spree at Clark Air Force Base, the Philippines, designed to use 
up all the available funds before they expired with the new fiscal year. 

For spending $1,200 under its small grants energy saving technology program to build and test an 
above ground aerobic and si 

For initiafing a tough, no nonsense program of reducing sole source contracts and replacing them with 
good old-fashioned American competition which could save millions annually 

For spending an extra $1 to $1.2 million to preserve a Trenton, New Jersey sewer as an historical 
monument 

For funding a study of why bo«1ers, hockey fans, and pedestrians smile. 

For wasfing over half a million dollars on a microfiche conversion project which had to be cancelled 
when il look three years to complete only seven percent of the required work. 

For fattening its stadd and beefing up its budget affer promising that i it were created it would include 
no more people and would bost no more than previously devoted lo educafion programs. 

For spending $9,800 to hire a private public relations firm lo review and evaulate the Department's 
public relations efforts. 

For getting Ihe govemment a break on sky-rocketing air travel costs. This experimental program will 
save $7 million in Ihe first six months. 

For spending $6,918 to buy 1,200 nine by t«elve Inch simulated leather binders which II sent out to savings 
savings and loan associations across Ihe country to commemorate the uissue of a total of $100 billion 
in mortgage backed securities. 



Departmenl of Labor 

10 Department of Defense 

11 Department of Education's Institute of 

Museum Services 

For funding a summer youth employment program in Tucson, Arizona in which 14 junior college track 
athletes were paid for twice-a-day training sessions, weekly trips to compete in races, and week-long 
journeys lo Flagstaff Arizona and Reno, Nevada, to train, compete, and meet with other runners. 

For understating by $1.5 million various excessive costs in operations public housing for high ranking 
generals and admirals.. 

For a $25,000 Federal grant to a California Zoo part of which was used to send two animal keepers 
half way across Ihe country to attend a three day elephant wori<shop in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

12 Federal Highway Administralion For spending $241,764 lo produce a computerized system that gives local directions to people who 
can't or won't read maps. 

1 Office of Personnel Managemeni and 
the Merit System Protection Broad 

2 Presidential Inaugural Committee 

3 Office of the Architect of the Capital 

For sending out duplicate surveys asking top federal employees how they like their jobs ($126,729), 

While proclaiming that no public money was spent on the Inauguration, the Inaugural Committee 
commandeered 1,120 Marines, soldiers, sailors, and other sen/ice personnel to act as chauffeurs 
and aides to 274 Inaugural VIP's as well as several hundred additional Inaugural celebrants. 
Estmated cost to taxpayer $1.8 million. 

For developing plans to build up six new House and Senate Office Buildings that would cost at 
least $500 milfion lo construct 

4 Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

5 National Aeronautics and Space 
Administralion 

6 Department of Commerce 

7 Department of the Army 

8 Treasury Department managers of the 
Social Security Trust Fund 

For letting slum landlords dump their low quality, sub-standard housing on the backs of taxpayers 
to the tune of at least $200 billion in fiscal year 1982, 

For a Tracking Data Relay and Satellite System (TDRSS), in a recent unreleased internal NASA 
Inspector General's report, excessive TRDSS costs of $500 million to $1 billion were cited. 

For giving the Cky and County of Honolulu $28,600 to study how they can spend another $250,000 
for a good surfing beach. 

For spending $6,000 lo prepare a 17-page document that tells the federal govemment how lo 
buy a bottle of Worcestershire sauce. 

Whose investment policies needlessly lost $2 bl ion in eamings to the Trust Fund In 1980, 



9 Department of Commerce's Economic 
Development Administrafion 

981 10 National Science Foundation 

11 Federal Highway Administralion 

12 

For spending $200,000 to build a 800-foot limestone replica of Ihe Great Wall of China in 
Bedford, Indiana, 

For spending $144,012 to test commonly accepted, historically proven, fundamental economic 
principles of supply and demand on pigeons. 

For Ihe worst record of civilian cost overrons in the Federal Govemment 

For running a $13,000 six year program in which a bull was tested for possible biological 
effects resulfing from a submarine communications device ~ a study later found useless by 
Navy officials. Long subject lo local rumors, the story of 'Sylvester the Bulf was recenfly confirmed 
in official Navy correspondence. 

For spending $40,000 for a study entitled "Food Preferences and Social Identity." 

For giving a $7,000 grant for a sound and light show al Ihe state capítol in Madison, Wisconsin. 

For providing \m loan guarantees - almost a million dollars in total - to a California aquafic park for 
a giant water slide and other construcfion. 

For spending over $44,000 for a study which recommended increasing top salaries lo as high as 
$190,000. 

For spending $38 million over 13 years on a new gas mask thai Is no improvement over the makes it is 

1 Departmenl of Agriculture 

2 National Endowment for the Arts 

3 Small Business Administralion 

4 Synthetic Fuels Corporation 

5 Department of the Army (DARCOM) 

6 Commerce and Labor Departments For shelling out over $700,000 to a non-profit corporation which was supposed to teach minority youth 
how to make tee shirts. 

7 General Seivices Administralion For losing 49,000 forms - flie equivalent of open-ended alriine tickets - with a potential value of at least 
$7 million. 

8 Department of Commerce, Minority For spending $138,000 to conduct three management training seminars located at three star resort 
Business Development Agency hotels. 

190 Federal Officials Who have been coddled and pampered at the expense of American taxpayers lo Ihe tune of $3,4 million 

by being provided with door-to-door chauffeur senice. 



10 Office of Management and Budget 

11 Public Health Service 

12 Social Security Administration 

1 Economic Development Administrafion 

2 General Services Administration 

3 Department of the Navy 

4 Department of Housing and Urban 

For effing govemment big-shots eat high off the hog in 22 private dining rooms al an annual cost lo the 
taxpayers ofover $2,3 million. 
For letfing well-heeled doctors welsh on student loans financed by the taxpayer. 

For pufilng together a high-priced team of employees to plan a move to a new computer center and then 
shelling out $6,7 million to consultants lo do the same work. 

For plowing US cifies and non-profit organizafions to misuse a $198 million federal loan fund 
dedicated tc 

983 5 National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 

983 6 National Institute of Education 

7 U,S, Coast Guard 

8 Ü,S, District Court Judges of Atlanta, GA 

9 Department of the Army 

10 Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

For wasfing $1.5 million - with a potential for $13 million more - trying to renovate an old train station 
in Nashville, Tennessee. 

For Spending S11,225 to decorate a Navy captain's office. 

For wasting over $1.2 million, al one area office, by paying several f mes for work done once, 
by approving loan payments ion non-existent loans, and by blinking at excessive management 
feesTor public housing projects. 

For spending $22,700 to seek out composers and artist who would like to spend taxpayer money on'art 
and music in a future space station. 

For a flagrant failure lo keep tabs on a $900,000 govemment contracL This resulted in about $500,000 
of the taxpayers' money being blown on everything from unsecured personal loans to purchasing a disco 
and promofing a rock concert 

For spending $1.1 million to build a boat repair station at Cape Halteras, North Carolina, which sat 
empty and unused for about a yean 

For fixing the jury on design and construcfion at the Richard B. Russell Federal Building and U.S. 
Courthouse and then serving Ihe taxpayers with their bill for an extra $7 million. 

For spending about $20,000 to prepare 30,000 fancy, multi-colored pamphlets explaining how to play 
King of the Hi». 

Wasted $232,000 of taxpayers' money by miscalculating rental payments. 



983 11 Health Care Financing Administration Clipped Ihe taxpayer of $45 million by allowing Medicare lo fool Ihe bill for cutting toenails. 

1983 12 Economic Development Administralion Allowed firm to violate terms of a $2.5 million federal loan by loaning $500,000 interest free to company's 
Sole stockholder, paying $314,320 in cash for a helicopter - used by sole stockholder, purchasing a 
$65.000 lakeside cabin and spending $1.7 million on other questionable transactions. 

1 Nafional Aeranaufics and Space For spending over $780,000 in tax funds to transport 2,228 VIPs and special guest to 12 Space 
Administralion Shuttle launches. 

2 Fort Worth Regional Office of the Urban For mismanaging $64 million of capital improvement projects reviewed by Ihe Department of 

Mass Transporlalion Administralion Transportation auditors for the period of January 1981-May 1983. 

3 U.S. Forest Service For attempfing to yoke four helicopters and a blimp into one contraption lo liff logs from the 
national forests. The project was four years behind schedule and costs ballooned from $26 million 
to $40 million. 

4 Nafional institute of Dental Researoh For sponsoring a 5-year, $465,500 study lo find out the 'effects of orthodontia on psychological 
functioning.' 

984 5 Award of Merit to General David B. Hoff For solving a safety hazard on A-10 aircraff in three months with $1,1Û0 of his own money wlien 
of the Wisconsin Air Guard all the experts said it would cost tens of thousands of dollars and take two years. 

984 6 Department of the Interior For gross mismanagement by allowing the Territory of Guam to waste millions of dollars for paving 
parking lots at a private nightclub and an apartment building and hiring people who spent much 
of their time drinking coffee. 

984 7 Federal Crop Insurance Corporafion For spending almost $12 million of federal funds on an advertising campaign to increase awareness 
of the federal crop insurance program and persuade farmers that it is a good investment A study 
showed that farmers ended up knowing no more about this program after the ad campaign than 

8 Health Care Financing Administralion For Medicaid payments to psychiatrists for 'chance meefings' while patients were attending basketball 
games, s i n g on a stoop, etc. - and possibly costing between $40-80 million over the last four years. 

9 State Department For permlBIng employees to use over $400,000 to frolic on posh ocean cruises. 

10 Defense Departmenl For spending $100,000 lo fly cadets and midshipmen to Callorniato attend 1983's Army-Navy game. 



1984 11 Social Security Administration 

12 Office of Management and Budget 

1 Award of Merit lo Federal Reserve 

Chairman Paul Volcker 

2 Defense Department 

985 3 Federal Aviation AdministrafBn 

985 4 Mine Safety and Health Administration 

985 5 Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 

985 6 Departmenl of Education 

985 7 Army Corp of Engineers 

985 8 Weslem Area Power Administrafion 

National Inslilule of Neurological and 
Communicative Disorders and Stroke 

For spending $1.6 million and 6 years trying and uitiniateiyfalilng lo get a new high-tech cassette 
tape filing system to work. 

For cutfing domestic spending yet allowing 71 diferent government agencies to spend at least 
$12.9 million on entertainment costs in 1984 

For heading the best ran agency in Washington, which brought down Ihe rate of Infiafion, (iosed 
loopholes in banking laws, defused the debt problem of developing nations, and held Ihe line on its 
own internal e 

For spending neariy $28,000 lo fly nine members of Congress to and from Washington in posh 
executive jets so they would not miss a close vote on the MX missile. 

For wasfing $48 million a year of taxpayer money by allowing Florida airports to let thousands of 
acres of valuable federal land sit idle and lease other land at bargain basement prices. 

For operafing its mine equipment tesfing center al a deficit for the last three years, cosfing more 
than $10 million. 

For spending over $1 million of public money to build an access read, ramp, and tunnel to a 

10 The Navy 

11 Defense Department 

For paying $760,000 in interest and fees to a major U.S. bank on unused student loans. 

For spending over $33 million to rebuild 10 miles of beach, which fronts cosfly hotels and 
condominiums ¡n Miami Beach. 

For spending over $1.8 million on a jet so that lis executives would not have to wait in line al 
commercial airiines. 

For spending $160,000 lo study whether someone can 'hex' an opponent during a strength test 
by drawing an T on his chest 

For buying a $792 8-by-10 foot designer doormat 

For spending $162 million annually producing and buying periodicals and newspapers. 



12 Urban Mass Transit Administration For cosfing taxpayers $30 billion over 20 years while transit revenues have drapped 26%, costs have 

d 78%, and the taxpayers subsidy per passenger has increased 1,250%. 

1 The Army 

2 The Air Force 

986 3 Office of Management and Budget 

986 4 Federal Highway Administration 

986 5 Department of Defense 

986 6 U.S. Forest Service and Congress 

986 7 Departmenl of Education 

986 8 Food and Nutrition Service 

986 9 Army Corps of Engineers 

986 10 Department of Education 

986 11 Federal Aviation Administration 

986 12 Economic Development Administrafion 

For letting former service member slip away with over $150 million in unpaid bills during the last 

For spending $600,000 to operate a posh private plane for the purpose of flying SAC commanders 
and other Air Force VIPs. 

For allowing federal agencies lo increase their public relafions efforts from $376,2 million lo 
$436,7 million over Ihe last two years. 

For charging taxpayers $21 million to pay for unused or unneeded roads and bridges in Missouri, 
Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska, 

For spending more than $850,000 in 1985 to entertain foreign dignitaries. 

For spending and appropriafing $51 million preparing for Alaska fimber sales which lost an average 
,s on Ihe dollar. 

For spending $1 million on useless consulting contracts. 

For wasfing over $1 million between 1981 and 1985 by allov»ng a private company to cover Its 
losses wilh taxpayer funds intended for feeding children In day-care homes. 

For increasing spending on foreign travel by 47 percent between fiscal year 1983 and fiscal year 
1985 while their total budget was falling by 3%, 

Fcr perming education officials in Louisiana to misuse $912,678 earmarked lo serve the educafional 
needs of handicapped children. 

For spending $47 million lo pay off debts incurred by bankrupt airiines that used federally-guaranteed 
loans to buy airiines and spare parts. 

For recommending the expansion of a failing $4 million business promotion program which its own 

auditors and the current Administralion said desen/es lo die. 



1 Enviranmental Protection Agency 

2 Animal and Plant Health Inspecfion 

Service of the Depl of Agriculture 

For wasfing $206 millón to build sewer ffealment plants in Puerto Rico which were never functional 
and are now fa 

For organizing a song contest for its employees while our farmers are in dire economic straits. 

3 Air Force 

4 Presidenfial Inaugural Commiflee 

5 Navy 

6 Executive Office of the President 

7 Department of Commerce 

8 Award of Merit to the Pentagon 

9 Nafional Science Foundaton 

10 Department of Energy 

11 Treasury Department 

For spending $59,000 over the last six years on playing cards given as souvenirs to visitors aboard 
Air Force Two. 

For spending $15,5 million of the taxpayers' funds for Ihe 1985 Inaugural, and for reimbursing the 
taxpayers only 1 % of the costs incurred. 

For spending more than $88,000 on a bloodmobile fliat couldn't be operated safely 

For spending $611,623 to gild one room In the Old Executive Office Building, 

For allowing mismanagement of a federally funded revolving loan program such that the local economy 
was hurt rather than helped, and $1,3 million was lost 

For trying to save taxpayers millions of dollars by bailing out of contracts that exceeded cost projections. 

For spending $9,992 on a study of "Buights and the Ideology of the 'Nation' of Spain," 

For allowing ufiilies to delay payment on costs of nuclear waste disposal, which may cost taxpayers 
$1.6 million by 1998. 

For a $1.2 billon a year tax loophole which can only be used by U.S. ciizens who live and work in 
foreign countries. 

12 Army For wasfing $159,000 of taxpayers' dollars on decorative trees and shrubs which died within a year. 



u . s. Senator 

Williain Proxmire 
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from Washington 

SEPTEMBER 1979 

THE GOLDEN FLEECE 
OF THE MONTH AWARD 

The first "Fleece oí the 
Month" award was given in 
March, 1975. Since then 55 
Fleeces have been given to 34 
agencies for the biggest, most 
ridiculous, or most ironic ex­
ample of wasteful spending for 
the month. 

In addition, there have 
been seven "Merit" awards to 
five agencies for superior work 
or performance, 

The "Fleece" awards are 
not given to individuals or to 
non-government institutions. 
They go to government agen-

Every Department of the 
Govemment -- all 12 of them — 
have received at least one 
award. While academics think 
most of the "Fleeces" go to 
agencies for funding of silly 
research, that's not true. The 
Pentagon is the big winner with 
a total of eight. Academics 
cheer when the Pentagon gets 
the Fleece but they have been 
thinned skin and critical when 
an award is given to a govem­
ment agency for spending 
$84,000 to find out why people 
fall in love. 

WHY THE FLEECE? 
Why are they given? 

Inflation is the country's 
number one problem. Govem­
ment spending has skyrocket­
ed. The pubhc wants to cut out 
fat and waste. But people can't 
understand or relate to a $125 
billion budget for military 
defense or $199 billion for 
Health, Education, and 
Welfare. But they can under­
stand when the Pentagon 
spends $3,000 for a six month's 

test on the use of umbrellas by 
male personnel in uniform or 
HEW's Office of Education's 
$21,592 outlay to develop a 
"curriculiun package" to teach 
college students how to watch 
television. To fight waste one 
must produce examples that 
people can see, feel, and touch. 

E X A M P L E S 
What are some of the most 

ridiculous ones? 

~ The Federal Aviation Agency 
used $57,800 of your tax money 
to study 79 body measure­
ments of airline stewardess 
trainees, ostensibly to design 
safety equipment. But the 
study stated that the 423 
trainees from each of whom 79 
head to foot measurements 
were taken, were unrepresen­
tative of airlines' stewardesses 
as a whole. 

- O n e of HEW's health in­
stitutes spent $102,000 of your 
hard earned cash to study the 
effects of alcohol on the ag­
gressive behavior of Simftsh, in­
cluding whether fish are more 
aggressive when they drink te­
quila than when they drink gin. 

— The Department of Agri­
culture spent Í46,000 lo find 
out how long it takes to cook 
breakfast. They found it took 
838 time measurement units 
(TMU's) to fry two eggs m a 
skillet. 

— The Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration 
spent $27,000 — enough to pay 
for a four year education -- for 
a study to determine why in­
mates want to escape from 
prison. That study was a crime. 

" The National Endowment 
for the Humanities gave a 
$2,500 grant to Arlington 
County, Virginia to find out 
why people are rude, cheat and 
lie on the tennis court. It had all 
the trappings of academic 
research — a survey followed by 
consultations with a professor 
of sociology and a professor of 
ethics and philosophy. The 
answer, ot course, was that 
there were more players than 
courts, $2,500 may not sound 
like much, but it's the taxes for 
an entire year for an average 
American family. 

" The National Endowment of 
the Arts spent $6,025 to líhn the 
throwing of crepe paper out of 
an airplane in order to capture 
on celluloid an artistic event. 

— The Federal Highway Ad­
ministration spent $222,000 to 
study "Motorist Attitudes 
Toward Large Trucks." They 
proposed to ask 2,430 drivers 
whether they consider that 
large trucks contribute to traffic 
congestion, block a driver's vi­
sion, or that side splash from 
trucks on wet roads was a 
problem. 

Not all the "Fleeces" have 
gone tor relatively small 
amounts. Congress was "Fleec­
ed" for an eruption of its staff 
and spending over the past 
decade. The former grew from 
10,700 to 18.400 (70%) and the 
latter from $150 to $550 million 
a year (270%). The Army 
Engineers tried to spend $450 
million to build a new Lock and 
Dam 26 two miles downstream 
from the present Lock and 
Dam 26 on the Mississippi 
River without a proper 
authorization hy Congress. 
They tried to build a new dam 



under an old 1909 law which 
allowed them only to maintain 
or replace existing structiu-es. 

The Senate was "Fleeced" 
in March of 1978 for spending 
$122 million for a third office 
building whose original cost 
was only $47.9 million. The 
cost has gone up again to a 
whopping $137 million. That's 
an amount equal to all the 
federal personal income taxes 
paid by all the people in 
Racine, Wisconsin for a year. 

MERIT AWARDS 
Two of the seven "Merit" 

awards are worth special men­
tion. One went to Max Cleland 
the Veteran's Administration 
head who is a triple amputee. 
While 175 big shots in 
Washington are driven to and 
from work. Max Cleland saves 
the taxpayers at least $25,000 a 
year by driving himself to and 
from home. 

The Smithsonian Institu­
tion got a merit award for the 
Air and Space Museum. It was 
built on time. It was built for 
less money than originally re­
quested. Its quality was im­
proved rather than reduced 
during construction. That's one 
for the GuineSs Book of 
Records. 

WHERE 
DO THEY COME FROM 

Where do the Fleeces come 
from? Most of them are dug up 
by the office staff who keep a 
sharp eye out for examples of 
ridiculous spending diuring the 

routine course of their work. 
Some come from "secret 
Patriots" who tip us oft to the 
bizarre behavior of some 
bureaucracies. Some come from 
the general public in the letters 
they write. For every winner 
there are five or six also rans, 
often items which superficially 
look like wasteful spending but 
are not valid when checked out. 

DO THEY 
DO ANY GOOD? 
Do the Fleeces do any 

good? The answer is "yes." A 
survey of the first year results 
found that in two-thirds of the 
cases the spending had been cut 
back or ended. Agencies are 
more careful because they know 
if they do something 
outrageously silly they may win 
a Fleece of the Month. They're 
more responsible when they 
know someone is looking over 
their shoulder. 

BRICKBATS 
IN R E T U R N 

When one is critical one 
expects to get criticism in 
return. That's happened, în 
spades. Routinely there are 
"retaliatory awards," They in­
clude the "Nag of the Year" 
and the "Senator Scrooge" 
award for the fight against the 
loan guarantee for New York 
City, Some academics proposed 
the "Earth is Flat" subtitled 
"Columbus Would Still Be In 
Port" in retaliation for the 
fleece to the Space agency's $14 
million outlay to try to com­
municate with intelligent life in 
outer space. A smelly camel's 

hide was delivered to the Senate 
office, along with the "Golden 
Hide" award because of the 
fleece to the Treasury for their 
support of a tax loophole which 
let Americans working in the 
Middle East pay NO -
NONE - taxes on the fhrst 
$20,000 to $25,000 of then- in­
come. They continued with the 
"Golden Sheep Drop" award ~ 
fortunately, no appropriate 
symbol was given -- and the 
"Ig- Noble Prize" for which a 
pair of marble-mounted clay 
feet was sent. 

One researcher reacted 
with a libel suit for $8 million 
but another claimed the Fleece 
was like getting the Pulitzer 
Prize and a third routinely lists 
that she has received a Fleece of 
the Month Award on her 
biographical sketch even 
though she never got one. 

T H E FLEECE 
WILL GO ON 

Yes, even with the law suit 
and the brickbats, the Fleece 
has been worth it. It's been 
done responsibly. There have 
heen almost no factual errors. 
We've tried to have fuii with it. 

And yes, the Fleece will go 
on. It will be issued month by 
month. Vigorous criticism of 
wasteful and ridiculous spend­
ing of taxpayer's money will 
continue. We will strive to be 
just as emphatic, vivid and, if 
possible, as humorous in the 
denunciation ot waste as can 
be. 

^tntieb ^íaíe& .Stenaíe 



u . Si Senator 

William Proxmire 

reports to you 

from Washington 

OCTOBER 1979 

LET'S DO AWAY WITH CHAUFFEURED LIMOUSINES 

FOR GOVERNMENT BIG SHOTS 

There are now 175 high ranking officials in 
Washington, D.C. who are driven to and from 
home in chauffeured government cars, either 
regularly or from time to time. 

This was the result of a survey I made earlier 
this year of every agency in the govemment who 
were asked "What officials by title in your agency 
are driven to and from home?" 

t to the taxpayers is about $5 million Thee, 
a year. 

At the time the survey was made the cost of 
the chauffeurs for each ot seven officials exceeded 
$30,000 a year. These were the Secretary of 
HEW, $38,406; the Secretary of the Treasury. 
$35,569; three top Justice Department officials, 
$91,295; the Secretary of Agriculture, $30,039; 
and the Secretary of Commerce, $33,778. 

Routinely the cost ot chauffeurs and drivers 
is $25,000 per car. The big shots either require 
two chauffeurs or one chauffeur with massive 
araoimta of overtime. Operating costs for each car 
are about $2,800 a year. 

PENTAGON WORST OFFENDER 

The worst offender is the Pentagon. Twelve 
officials there are regularly driven to and from 
home and another 49 get the privilege when 
". . .they determme it to be essential to the 
successful accomplishment of theh- duties for a 

given day." It is amazing with what alacrity 
officials decide their cars are necessary. 

Of the three branches of govemment the best 
record is that of the Judiciary where only the 
Chief Justice ot the United States, among the 
hundreds of Supreme Court, District, and 
Appellate Court judges, has the privilege. 

There are 111 officials in the Executive 
Bran«h, 53 on the regulatory commissions, and 
10 m the legislative branch who either regularly 
or from tune to time sit in the back seat of a big 
car while some liveried driver vvends his way 
through the rush-hour traffic driving them home. 

The figure of 175 is conservative. It does not 
include Ambassadors, Consuls, First Secretaries, 
military attaches. Chiefs of Station, and AID 
officials abroad, some domestic security officials 
who get portal to portal transportation, or the top 
brass at domestic military bases whom everyone 
knows are assigned a car. 

ILLEGAL FOR ALL BUT 22 

But for everyone but the President, the Vice 
President, 13 Cabinet Ofiicers. the Chief Justice, 
and abc leaders of the House and Senate - 22 m 
all " the practice is illegal. 

A law passed many years ago -- Title 31, 
Section 638a of the U.S. Code -- states that 
govemment automobiles may he used only for 
"official purposes," and that "official purposes" 
do NOT include being driven to and from home. 

The law applies only to the Executive branch 
and the only domestic exceptions are the 
President, the Secretaries of a Department (but 
not the Under-Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, 
heads of agencies, boards, etc. I, doctors on out­
patient duty, and mdividuals on field service 
great distances from theh- homes. The Chief 
Justice and the Legislative branch cars are 
provided by other specific laws. 

The law provides that any official who 
violates the provision ". , .shall be suspended 
from duty. . .without compensation, for not less 



than one month, and shall be suspended for a 
longer period or summarily removed from office 
if circumstances warrant. " 

LAW NOT ENFORCED 

But no one enforces the law, including the 
Justice Department, the law enforcement agency 
of the Government, and the General Accounting 
Office, the Congressional watchdog over illegal or 
wasteful spending. 

In a formal letter the Justice Department 
said that the practice of driving people to and 
from homes does not violate the law when it 
". . .is deemed to be in the interest of the 
government" and that the ". . .control over the 
use of Government vehicles is primarily a matter 
of administrative discretion. " 

The General Accounting Office's Chief 
Counsel took the view that since the law has not 
heen enforced it is no longer the law. 

What's really behind the failure to enforce 
the law? 

Three top Justice Department officials 
regularly get the privilege and the two top people 
at the GAO are driven to and from home. 

Some years ago, in 1973, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development froze all the 
housing programs. As Chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on HUD and 
Independent Agencies, I took that opportunity, 
which also coincided with the first energy crisis, 
to cut out the money for chauffeured cars at 
HUD. 

This was followed by a frenzied lobbying 
campaign on the part of high HUD officials 
focused not on funding the housing programs but 
on keeping their chauffeured limousines. 

SO H U R T HE CRIED 

It was a reminder of the self pity shown hy 
Lord Reith the first head of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. He was fired by 
Winston Churchill and succeeded by Lord 

Portal, who got both his job and his limousine. 
Lord Reith wrote in his diary: 

"He (Lord Portal) sailed off in the car I had, 
leaving me to push about in bus queues and 
such like. I had a great struggle with myself. 
Tears flooded my eyes several times. " 

WHY I T S WRONG 

What's wrong with driving government big 
shots to and from home? 

It wastes gasoline. It means two trips a day 
back and forth for each official rather than one. 

It costs money. Five million may not seem 
like much, but it is equal to the yearly federal 
income taxes paid by about 2,000 average 
American families. 

But worst of all, it encourages a sense of 
privilege and arrogance which is unbefitting 

STERLING E X A M P L E 

Officials should follow the practice ot the 
present Veteran's Administrator, Max Cleland. 
Max is a triple amputee who lost both legs and an 
arm when he fell on a land mine in Vietnam. 

Max Cleland drives himself in his own car to 
work. He not only sets an example but puts to 
shame the more than 150 high ranking officials 
who are now illegally driven back and forth from 
home to office. 

To correct this situation I have introduced a 
bill, the Limousine Limitation Act, to limit the 
number of big shots who can have the privilege to 
a total of 22. If Congress passes the bill, neither 
the Justice Department nor the General 
Accounting Office can say it ia no longer the law. 

It I had my own way or thought it would 
pass no one would be chauffeured to work and 
back. It would help keep their sense ot proportion 
if government big shots drove themselves, or 
better yet, walked or ran to work. 

'2ICn;iie& díales Æ c n a i c 



L). S. Senator 

William Proxmire 
reports to you . 

from Washington 

THE FLEECE OF THE MONTH 
CELEBRATES ITS lOTH BIRTHDAY 

I Would you spend $84 000 to study why peo­
ple fall in love? Even if you could find out, would 
you really want to know the answer and possibly 
end the mystery, romance and beauty of falling in 
love? Almost everybody agreed with me when I 
answered "no" to those two questions back ¡n 
March 1975 aitd gave the first Golden Fleece of 
the Month Award to the National Science Foun­
dation for this foolisii study. 

Just a decade ago tlii« monlli, alter years of 
complaining about such outrageous wastes of tax­
payers' money, I decided to establish a monthly 
award for the biggest, most ridiculous or most 
ironic example of wasteful govemment spending 
for the period. 

The purpose of the award was to dramatize 
wasteful and extravagant spending in order to try 
to discourage it. With such a mammoth federal 
budget, no one can understand public spending in 
day-to-day terms. Highlighting specific, single 
wasteful expenditures ia more effective than simply 
complaining in a general way against waste in 
government. 

Now the Golden Fleece of tlie Month Award 
is an institution celebrating its lOth birthday. 

Over tlie past ten years more than 100 Fleeces 
have been given to every one of the thirteen de­
partments of the government and most executive 
agencies. In addition, more than a dozen merit 
awards have been handed out for extraonlinarily 
good work. 

Tlie biggest Fleece winner or loser, depending 
on your perspective, is the Pentagon, which re­
ceived tiie dubious distinction 17 timed. Even Con­
gress itself has not been spared from Golden Fleece 
awards. The Fleece first exposed the runaway costs 
of tlie new Hart Senate Office Building back in 
June of 1975. The original estimated cost of the 
building was S4ä million. When it finally opened, 
the taxpayers had forked over mote than $135 mil­
lion for diis glass and marble monstrosity. 

Fleeces Come in All Sliajies aad Sizes 
Some people think lliat Üie Fleece goes only 

for small items of waste. However, just like the 
chairs of the Tliree Bears in Goldilocks, Golden • 
Fleeces come in all sizes and shapes. Sometimes 
smalt waste wins. 

• The Fleece for September 1983 went to the 
Department of tlie Army for spending about 
$20,000 to prepare 30,000 fancy multi-colored 
pamphlets explahiing how to play "King of tiie 
Hill." That's right — the old playground game. 

• The Golden Fleece for February 1982 went 
to the National Endowment for tlie Arts for giv­
ing a $7,000 grant for a sound-and-light show at 
the State Capitol in Madison. According to spon­
sors, the purpose of this winter night happening 
was to "turn the Wisconsin State Capitol building 
into a geometrically tuned instrument which would 
bring together and send forth human and planetary 
energies in a message of world peace." 

But there have been some big ones, too. 

• The February 1984 Golden Fleece went to 
the Fort Worth Regional Office of the Urban Mass 
Transit Admiobtration for mismanaging S64 mil­
lion of capital improvement projects reviewed by 
tlie Department of Transportation auditors for the 
period January 1981 through May 1983. 

• Tlie August 1984 Golden Fleece went to the 
Health Care Financing Administration. The 
HCFA received the award for spending up to $40 
million in Medicaid payments to psychiatrists for 
chance meetings with patients who were attending 
basketball games, sitting on stoops, etc. 

And, of course, there liave been middle-size 
Golden Fleeces. 

• In September of 1981 the Golden Fleece 
went to the Department of Commerce's Economic 
Development Administration for spending 
S2Ü0,0U0 to build an 800-foot limestone replica of 
the Great Wall of Chuia in Bedford, Indiana. Tlib 
award followed a $500,000 grant to build a one-
tenth scale replica of the Great Pyramid in Egypt! 

• In April of 1979 the Department of Hous­
ing and Urban Development shared tlie award with 
EDA for spending $279,000 on a coramtmity center 
so completely useless that nobody knew for days 
after it collapsed. 

Does It Save Money? 
After ten years of giving monthly awards, has 

h been worth it? Has il saved taxpayers' money? 
You belter believe it has and here is tlic record to 
prove it! 



OFFICEOF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

A SAMPLE OF GOLDEN FLEECE AWAfiÜS 

Given to the biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic example of government 

spending or waste. 

Selective Service System; Array Corps of Engineers. 

To the Selective Service System for a ?98,029 contract it awarded to 
study the all-volunteer army concept in a number of foreign countries two years 
after the all-volunteer array had been put into effect in the U.S. 

The Army Corps of Engineers shares the fickle finger award for their 
backdoor attempt to commit $6 to $10 billion to build a series of new locks and 
dams on the Mississippi River under a little known 1909 law designed merely for 
the maintenance, repair rr replacement of existing structures. 

The law (33 U^C, Sec, 401 ) requires specific Congressional legislative 
authority for any âam or other structure in a navigable river of the United States. 
But using the excuse of the 1909 law, which allows for maintenance or replacement 
of existing structures, the Army Engineers are building an entirely new lock and 
d:uD, Number 26, at Alton, Illinois, two miles downstream from the existing lock 
and dam, with two new 1200 foot locks, over twice as long as the existing locks. 
While the original lock and dam Number 26 was completed in 1938 for less than 
$30 million, the new dam downstream will cost from $400 to $450 million. 

But the consequences of the action aire far greater. If the Army Engineers 
get by with this action, they can replace any of the other 27 locks and dams 
on the Mississippi and 7 locks and dams on the Illinois River without specific 
approval. This would cost from $6 to $10 billion. 

Congress 

For living high off the hog while much of the rest of the country is 
suffering economic disaster, 

1) The Senate has just approved the addition of up to three new committee 
staff employees per Senator at a salary of $33,975 each. While all Senators 
üiay not use their full allotment and add 300 employees at a cost of $10.2 million, 
it is estimated that about half the number at a cost of $4 to $6 million will be 
added. 

2) Unfortunately, the Senate in enlarging its perquisites and prerogatives 
has taken its cue from the House of Representatives. Earlier in the year the House 
Administration Committee increased the expense allowances for equipment, travel, 
newsletter, phones, etc., by $23,000 a Member for a total cost of $10 million. 

The House itself then added -îorae 735 staff positions for Members and committees 
at an additional minimum cost of $6 raillion. 



3) The Senate is now constructing .i third Senate Office Building at a 
cost of $85 million. So far there is an overrun cl' £';.' miijion, or 73% over the 
original estimate of $48 million. 

4} The uitimate Congressional absurdity is the $J..j million the House 
wiJl spend to automate 19 elevators while rrUiinint; ouer-stors to run tĥ n;. Jn 
this instance the House is merely followini; !lie lead o'" th? Senate, where the 
automatic elevators in the Dirksen Suildir^^ aro routinely rmi by operator-ï. 

Congress owes it to the public to live simply. Senators and Congressmen 
should not be too far removed from thi? trials and tribulations of the average 
citizen whom they represent. 

Federal Aviation Administration 

For a $57,800 stud;/ of the body mes:.;ure¡nentc of airline stewardess 
trainees. The study was done ostensibly for the design of safety equipment, 
but the 103 page report dealing with 79 measurements from head to foot seems like 
a bust to me. 

As the study cays, "Although all airlines recruit stewardesses from the 
::ame general popula Mon '.'f young females, each has its own selection standards 
for age, height, weight, education, and other variables." Thus, the sample of 
the 423 American Airline stewardess trainees is unrepresentative of the airline 
stewardesses as a whole and is therefore completeJy useless. 

Information of equal value was available from anthropometric data 
already gathered on WAF recruits, student nurses and college women as well as 
the known minimum-maximum requirements of the airlines for height, weight, 
age, hip girth, etc. 

Some of the 79 individual measurements appear to be either unnecessary 
or irrelevant in any case. Detailed measurements were made of body features 
such as the skinfold of the upper arm and the posterior calf; the vertical height 
of the sphyrion; the popliteal length of the buttocks; the transverse distance 
between the centers of T.he anterior superior iliac spines; the knee to knee 
breadth while sitting; the maximum horizontal width of the jaw across the gonial 
angles and the height of the nose. 

Besides, why should the government r̂ pend taxpayers' money to do this 
study at all? It is proper for the FAA to set standards and to require the airlines 
and aircraft manufacturers to live up to them, but the cost of the research and 
its application should be borne by the airlines or aircraft manufacturers. 

Department of the Navy 

For using 64 aircraft to fly 1334 officers to the Hilton Hotel in 
Las Vegas for a reunion of a private organization during the height of the energy 
crisis. 

During the September, 1974, reunion of the Tailhook Association the 
Navy placed 64 aircraft, ranging from tactical fighters to VIP jets, at the 
service of 1334 Navy officers thrnughout the country who needed transportation 



to Las Vegas. The flights cost more than $191,000 in tax funds and squandered 
347,000 gallons of fuel in the midst of the most severe energy crisis the nation 
has ever fnced. 

The Tailhook A;;;;o(nfition is a private, non-jiovcrnmental organization 
made up of active duty, reserve and retired n.ilitary aviators and civilipns 
interested in aircraft carrier affairs. 

The flights were authorized by the Chief of Naval Operations and 
justified as "space required" travel. None of the officers carried the required 
documentation for "space required" travel, however, and none was involved in a 
temporary or permanent change of station as requli^d by the regulation. The 
designation was a subterfuge. 

Many aircraft were taken off operational duty for these flights. The 
giant airlift was of such magnitude that it required the assignment of 13 
Navy personnel for ground support emd administration. 

Considering that it will take weeks to reinforce our troops in Europe 
by air, there is great comfort in noting that the Navy can quickly airlift 
thousands of officers to Las Vegas in the face of a compelling requirement. 
Where there's a wil^i. there's a way. 

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

For spending millions of dollars to find out if drurik fish are more 
aggressive than sober fish, if young rats are more likely than adult rats to 
drink booze in order to reduce anxiety, and if lats can be systematically turned 
into alcoholics. 

The NIAAA has the important responsibility of combating the most 
extensive and tragic drug problem facing our nation. They tell us of their need 
for additional funds, yet they have wasted funds on the following studies: 

— $102,000 to study the effects of alcohol on aggressive behavior 
in a species of sunfish. One experiment will measure the effects of gin compared 
to tequila in a fighting test. NIAAA seems to be interested in testing what 
it means to be "stewed to the gills." Or perhaps they want to understand 
what is really behind the expression "drinks like a fish." In any case, the 
application of this "fishy" research to understanding the problems of alcoholism 
and aggression in h'jmans will not be swallowed hook, line and sinJcer by the 
American taxpayer. 

— At the same time the NIAAA is funding the fish study, they are also 
funding another $90,000 study. In this one attempts are being made to turn rats 
into alcoholics by making them neurotic. The rats are placed in insolvable 
situations or given unpredictable rewards and shocks. 

The rationale for this waste of taxpayers' money is to create an animal 
model of alcohol consumption which would, then give NIAAA a better understanding 
of human alcoholism, but the fish and rat are so much lower on the evolutionary 
scale than man that the result of these experiments will tell us very little, 



if anything, about the nature of complex human problems such as alcoholism. 

It ia time for the NIAAA to take a hard and sober look at its research 

priorities and concentrate its effort on overcoming the tragic problem of 

alcoholism In America. 

The White House 

For its efforts to add to its empire through Increased funds for 
consultants, contingencies, travel and high level personnel while calling for 
austerity from the rest of the govemment. 

~ The White House has dramatically increased funding for 'consultants' 
from an initial $250,000 in Fï 68 to a whopping $3,850,000 in FY 76. This 
is an increase of $1.6 million since Mr. Ford became President. 

— In FY 76 the White House requested a 100* increase {to $1,000,000) 
for the discretionary contingency fund called "unanticipated needs." The 
funds can be used for any activity—at home or abroad—the President decides 
is in "furtherance of the national interest," 

— In FY 75 without any legislative authorization travel funds for the 
White House staff (not the President) were increased from $40,000 to $100,000. 

— The White House now has 54 aides earning between $37,800 and $44,600 
a year. (No less than 9 of these are Executive Level 2 positions although there 
are only 16 other Executive Level 2 spots throughout the rest of the government. ) 
This year the White House requested authority from Congress to hire an unlimited 
number of these high level employees; however, the House of Representatives, 
over White House opposition, placed a ceiling of 95 on tne ruimber of supergrade 
and Executive Level positions in the White House. 

Department of the Air Force 

For operating a $66 million fleet of 23 plush jets used solely to 
transport top government officials at a cost to the taxpayers of over $6 million 
a year. This little known executive airline is called the 89th Military Airlift 
Wing and is based at Andrews Air Force Base near Washington, D. C. 

This fleet cost the taxpayers $66.7 raillion to purchase. Operation and 
maintenance costs run from $2,206 an hour to $155 an hour for the smaller planes. 
In the first 10 months of 1975 the 89th made 975 flights carrying govemment 
officials as passengers at a cost of over $6 million. 

In fairness to the Air Force this Fleece of the Year should be shared 
by ail the government bigshots who insist on such special treatment at the 
expense of the taxpayers. 849 of these flights were undertaken for high ranking 
defense officials. Treasury Department officials used these executive jets on 
S n r r ^ ^ ^ r : . ^ ^ / ^ ' ' ^ ! Department 26 times, the Federal Energy Administration 11, 
ERDA 8, and NA^A 6. There were a number of other miscellaneous flights. 



Military aides who accompany the passengers on these flights to serve 
food and drink and assist in their comfort are justified by the AF "for 
passenger safety." 

The stupidity of this massive airlift is that in almost every case, 
ccamnercial flights were available to the same destination. Commercial flights 
would not only save the govemment hundreds of thousands of dollars—if not 
millions—but they would also help the depressed U.S. airline industry. 

Department of the Navy 

For exploding an expected $15,000 in repair and maintenance costs for 
Vice President Rockefeller's temporary home into a $537,000 expenditure. 

Among the specific expenditures were; 

$41,100 for furniture 
$33,000 for miscellaneous furnishings such as linen, silverware chests, etc. 
$26,400 for drapes 
$21,200 for silverware' 
$18,100 for carpets 
$10,400 for china 
$ 4,900 for crystal 

Public Law 93-346 (passed in Jul^, 1974) took the home from the Chief 
of Naval Operations and designated it as "the official temporary residence 
of the Vice President of the United States." The law gave the Navy Department 
responsibility for "the staffing, care, maintenance, repair, improvement, 
alteration and furnishing of the official residence" subject to the supervision 
and control of the Vice President. 

I opposed this bill on the Senate floor but lost after assurances were 
given that nothing elaborate was contemplated, that only necessary refurbishing 
would be done, and that the cost of this would be about $15,000. Instead of 
this modest.sum the Navy, through the Executive Office of the President, has 
since asked for and received $537,000 for refurbishing, repair and rehabilitation— 
a cost overrun of a whopping 3,500 percent. In addition, the Navy is planning 
to spend an additional $170,000 to replace window air conditioners with a 
central unit. Even in the high-priced Washington area this sum would finance 
a small housing development. 

Ironically, the Administration's policy on housing is that present costs 
are too high and must be reduced. 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

For requesting $2.8 million to construct an addition to the existing 
Lunar Receiving Laboratory at the Johnson Space Center to house 100 pounds 
of Moon rocks. The fiscal irony of NASA's request is that it is not needed. 
In 1971 after spending $8.7 million to house the Moon rocks, NASA Curator, 
Dr. Michael Duke, indicated that the existing building would be ",..the permanent 
facility for storage, hL,r,jlirif; ¡aiui doinc detailed studies oV the rocks." 



The American taxpayer, who shelled out nearly $15 billion for the Lunar 
Exploration program, now is being asked to pay another $2.8 raillion to construct 
an addition to a perfectly adequate, $8.7 raillion concrete structure to house 
a wheelbarrowful of îAoon rocks. 

Whet makes this budget request all the more stwcking is that since 
1965 the space agency has paid out $9,757,562 for the existing Liuiar Receiving 
Laboratory plus $10,786,676 in research and development expenditizres for lunar 
sample examination and study. 

NASA argues that the new addition to the laboratory is needed "to 
insure that the lunar samples are adequately protected against natural and man-made 
hazards for the foi'eseeable future-î " This statement closely follows MASA's assess­
ment that "the present Curatorial Facility has operated successfully since 1971 
to support an active lunar sample research program that involves several hundred 
scientists mostly from Ajuerican universities." At the same time, it is still 
unclear what "hazards" NASA M s in mind. The present building is a massive 
concrete structurée. ÎAJSX observers grant that almost nothing short of a homh 
blast or massive earthquake could penetrate the maze of concrete buildings that 
make up the maramoth Johnson Space Center in Houston. 

The landing on the Moon was one of Man's greatest achievements, and we 
are ail proud that Ajnerican footprints were the first on the lunar surface. 
But NASA has a perfectly adequate facility in which to house and study the present 
supply of lunar samples. The space agency has already soaked the beleaguered 
taxpayer for $20 million for lunar sample research, and he shouldn't have to 
spend another dime on this wasteful unnecessary addition to the House space 
complex. 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

The FAA, according to its own Public Affairs Office newsletter, spent 
over $417,000 for 95 new meteorological instruments so that its employees can 
make rain predictions while remaining indoors despite the fact that existing 
instruments perform the same function but must be read outdoors. 

No longer will FAA employees have to sing "Raindrops Keep Fallin' 
on ray Head" as they make their forecasts. No longer need they fear precipitation 
during prognostication. But meanwhile the American taxpayer is being soaked 
to the tune of over $417,000 for this needless extravagance. The newsletter 
read s ; 

"RAINDROPS WON'T BE FALLING ON YOUR HEADS . . . A $361,150 /Tater 
increased to $417,150/ contract for 79 /later increased to 95/ Remote Readout 
Hygrothermometers will permit FAA personnel making weather observations to tell 
if it's likely to rain without running the risk of getting caught in it. The 
hygrothermometers measure the likelihood of rain by comparing the temperature 
within a bulb of completely dry air with the temperature of the moisture-laden 
air around it. When the two temperatures get within three degrees, rain is 
likely. Existing hygrothermometers do this now, but the FAA employees have to go 
outside to read them. The new ones, which will be made by the Airflo Instrument 
Company of Glastonbury, Conn., will relay the temperature readings to inside 
monitors where they can be read in indoors comfort." 



This expenditure by the FAA leaves the American taxpayer out in the rain 
while the agency's employees, safe and dry, eyeball their new toy In the 
comfortable indoors. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUO) 

For a $245,000 study of New Towns. Over the last decade New Towns and 
New Communities have been studied to death while most of the New Towns are 
either dead or dying. We need another New Town study like Boston needs beans. 

The Library of Congress has furnished me with an annotated bibliography 
which lists 67 New Town studies, many of them funded by the govemment, some 
done privately, and some done jointly: the funding of New Towns, the quality of 
life in New Towns, the government of New Towns, the supporting systems of New 
Towns, the sociology of New Towns. You name it, they've studied it. 

HUD itself has funded at ls;a.st a dozen New Town studies at a cost of 
more than $1.5 million in the last few years. 

New Towns have been studied by a myriad of private foundations, public 
think tanks and national commission.';. They've been studied by the Urban 
Institute, the Council of State Ctovernments, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Nationnl Science Foundation, HEW, the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration, the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Conference 
of Mayors, the Douglas Commission and dozens of others. 

One of the .major reasons there are so mar.y duplicative studies done by 
the federal government is that there is no central place where a listing of 
existing studies is available. 

The right hsiid oí" the government does not know—and, more often than 

not, does not even try to find out--what the left hand of the govemment is 

studying, has studied or is proposing to study-

Treasury Department 

For it.-; failure to tioUect as much as $4.tí million in taxes owed by 
government big snots who are chauiTeured to and from home in government cars. 
As much as $17 to $18 million in costs to the taxpayer and taxes not collected 
have been lost because of the Treasury Department's inaction. 

Under the law--Title 31, Section 638a—government cars can be used 
only for "official purposes" and "official purposes" does not include being 
driven to and from hûn;e. The only exceptions to the law are the President, 
enumerated Cabinet Officers, Ambassadors, doctors on out-patient duty or government 
employees on field service. White House staff, generals and admirals at the 
Pentagon, Under Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, heads of agencies like the 
Veterans Administration, NASA, etc., are specifically not_ eligible for that 
free service under the law. 

Nevertheless, about 800 govemment officials in the Washington area 
are driven to and from work in violation of the law. 



In hearings I have held as Chairman of the Subconiinittee on HDD-
Independent Agencies of the Senate Appropriations Coiamittee, I tmve learned 
that the cost of the cars—depreciation, gas, oil, maintenance, etc.—is 
about $2,000 a year, and the cost of the chiiuffeurs Is routinely from $15,tj(j0 
to $17,000 a year. 

Proposed Treii;;ury regulations cloiirly state ttiet government officials 
not exempted under Title 31, Section 638a, would be taxed for the fair market 
value of the chauffeur driven service when the regulations went into effect. 
But as of today, November 26, 1976, the regulations are still not in effect. 

As the cost of the cars and the chauffeurs is at least $15,000 a year 
and as most high ranking govemment officials are in the 40it marginal income 
tax bracket, the tax could amount to as much as $6,000 per bigshot using the 
service. Using the modest number of 800 employees not getting the perquisite— 
many more people are involved in the regional offices, at military Installations, 
and at Embassies abroad—the government is losing at least $4-8 million a year 
in taxes. 

Army Corps of Engineers 

For the worst record of cost overruns in the entire federal govemment. 
Compared to the Army Corps of Engineers, the Defense Department, HEW and 
GSA are marvels of efficiency. The Corps richly deserves the title of cost 
overrun king, not only for the total dollars involved but for the consistency 
with which the Corps' projects individually break the 100 percent cost overrun 
mark. 

At the present time, the Army Corps of Engineers has 178 major civilian 
construction projects underway. Of the i78, 83, or 47 percent, have experienced 
a cost overrun of 100 percent or more. 

Under its flood control program, the following dramatic increases 
stand out; Caesar Creek Lake, Ohio, up 243J; Cooper Lake, Texas, up 325%; Fire 
Island Inlet, N.Y., up 325í; New Orleans to Venice Hurricane Protection, La., 
up 1027!i. 

The dramatic cost overruns in Corps projects cannot be explained 
away by inflation. When the General Accounting Office analyzed the reasons for 
the cost growth in Corps projects last year, it found that at least one-half 
of the increase was for changes in engineering, estimating and the scope of 
the project. These are avoidable changes, given thorough and proper planning. 

It should be recognized that the Corps provides a useful and even 
critical service to the country. The amount of lives and property lost to 
natural disaster would be immeasurably higher were it not for the Corps. 

But along with that protection also have COTte environmental disasters. 
Perhaps the Corps should be reoriented to reclaiming polluted waterways, building 
municipal waste treatment facilities and other desperately needed capital programs 
where Corps resources could be efficiently used. 



Award of Merit to Veterans Administration Director Max Cleland 

There is no "Fleece of the hfonth" award for Jferch. Instead, I am 
giving a special award for merit to Max Cleland, the new VA Administrator, who, 
notwithstanding the fact that he is a triple amputee, is driving himself to 
and from work in his own car. % calculation is that this is a saving to the 
taxpayers of at least $16,000 a year. 

Max Cleland's affirmative example will do more to eliminate the 
chauffeur driven car or limousine from the Washington scene than any other 
action I know. His action can achieve the objective of my "Fleece of the Manth," 
namely to achieve econoriy in government and discourage the rip-off of the hardpressed 
taxpayer through foolisii expenditui-es. 

This perquisite, which Mr. Cleland spums, has been the most difficult 
to remove. Many officials would rather have their chauffeur driven cars than 
funds for their programs. Bat if a triple amputee gets himself to and from work 
every day, how can any Administrator, Director, Commission Chalrnan, Under 
Secretary, Admiral or General or other self-appointed Washington big-shot hold 
up his or her head wheii being carried to and from work in a government car? 

;.f the head of the Veterans Administration, who carries the immense 
burden of a $2r billion budget, supervises 200,000 employees and runs the biggest 
medical and adult education programs- in the country and one of the biggest 
insurance programs can drive himself to work, why can't the others? 

ilearings by my Subcojimittee have shown that routinely a goverrmient 
chauffeured car requires two chauffeurs who earn $7,000 to $8,000 a year each or 
one person who gets $15,000 including overtime. The cost of leasing a car plus 
its maintenance adds at least another $1,000. 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

I am calling double fault on the National Endowment for the Humanities 
for making a $2,500 grant through the state to Arlington County, Virginia, to 
study why people are rude, cheat and lie on the local tennis courts. The federal 
taxpayer should not be taxed to determine why tennis can't always be a "love game." 

The National Endowment for the Humanities, which will spend about 
$132 million of federal taxpayers' money this year, made the grant to determine 
why tennis players hog the courts, become frustrated when they have to wait to 
play, and what responsibility local tennis players have in trying to help the 
county solve its problem with overcrowding on the courts. 

The grant was justified on grounds that terjiis players lie about the time 
they start to play and resist requests to prove local residency on un-monitored 
public courts. It was said it was important to find out vihy tennis players get 
frustrated when they have to wait fortours or go from court to court to find one 
on which to play. The vandalism of tennis nets, cables, cranks and lights was 
also cited as a serious problem. 



The $3,500 grant, which will be matched by ip-i-'-UHl services of the 
County, is provided to: l) hire the consulting services of a professor of 
sociology; 2) hire the consulting services of a professor oi^ ethics and philosophy; 
3) conduct a survey of the attitudes of about 300 playev.'i towards the local tennis 
regulations and evaluate the results; and .', ) conduct two public meetings, where 
among other things the professors guide the local tennis players in role playing 
activities, where they take the part of the suffering local tennis buffs. 

While there may be too much anger and not enough love on the Arlington 
tennis courts, spending $2,500 of federal iunds for this project is a backhanded 
shot which any self-respecting linesman would call "out." The taxpayers of this 
country have been aced for some pretty stupid projects in the past, but a grant 
to study tennis court etiquette is the biggest default to date. 

Awards of iferit to the Smithsonian Institution, the Fåmers Home 
Administration and the National Science Founaation 

The Smithsonian Institution gets the award oC merit for building 
its Air and Space Museum on time, for less money than originally requested and 
for an improvement rather than a reduction in its quality. I cannot find 
another example throughout the entire federal govemment of a building, a weapons 
system or a »a'er project where this has been the case. The Air and Space Museum 
opened on July 1, 1976, four days early. It cost $39.5 million, or $500,000 
less than its projected cost when authorized ten years earlier. And it included 
at least four major features not provided for in the original plans, namely a 
large theater, a planetarium, an art gallery and facilities for handicapped 
visitors. 

In the period 1972-76 the Fanners Home Administration had a 32Í increase 
in the weighted total cf tiie loans and grants it made and serviced, while it 
had a 3% reduction in the number of persons (employee years) doing the job. Some 
265 fewer persons (employee years) serviced over 2,800 additional farm ownership 
and operating loans, low income housing loans, and community loans for watershed 
and sewers. 

l) The National Science Foundation has funded work to build a man-made 
working gene, the basic chemical unit which in combination controls the growth 
and development of all living things. This breakthrough may pave the way for 
producing supplies of infection fighting chemicals, insulin or other medically 
important substances. 2) NSF research is finding methods of improving on nature's 
own way of replenishing nitrogen in the soil. 3) The NSF has supported pioneering 
researcn on how the brain recovers after being damaged. This type of basic 
research should result in a clearer understanding and better treatment of a whole 
range of nerve related medical problems, 

U.S.. Postal Service 

For spending over $3.4 million on a Madison Avenue ad campaign to make 
Americans write more letters to one another. In addition, the Postal Service 
spent almost $775,000 more in a seemingly futile effort to test whether the 
campaign works, a classic case of throwing good money after bad. This tallies up 
to a grand total of over $4 million of the taxpayers' money. 
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unfortunately, the road to Hell is paved with good Intentions, and that's 
what we've got in this case. Postal Service representatives Indicate that all 
classes of mail are now losing money. In fiscal year 1976 the Postal Service 
deficit was almost SI.2 billion, and a $2.4 billion deficit is expected in the 12 
months beginning next March 25. Increasing the volume of first-class mail may, 
therefore, simply contribute further to Postal Service deficits. 

Beyond that, the i'ostal Service cannot see.-!! to figure out how to test 
its campaign to see whax effect it is having. Postal Service bureaucrats have so 
far been unable to agree on the meaning ol' their over 3/4 of a million dollars' 
worth of test results. That's why, they say, they may spend another tl million 
for further testing of this campaign in 19'78. 

Department of Labor 

For granting a $?84,948 contract to hire 101 persons under the 
Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) to do a door-to-door survey to 
count the dogs, cats and horses at the 160,000 houses and apartments In 
Ventura County, Calif. While the Constitution requires a decennial census of the 
people, spending the taxpayers' hard earned dollars to count the animals is not 
required by either the Founding Fathers or by common sense. 

CETA funds are not only supposed to provide jobs. They are supposed 
to satisfy some immet. pro:!., ing local need. According to the proposal submitted 
to the Deoartment of Labor, the Important local need to be satisfied involved 
finding out how many dogs were not immunized against rabies. Preventing the biting 
of humans by rabid animals is an important and serious objective; however, the 
Animal Regulation Director of Ventura County admitted to my staff that there had 
not been a case of rabies among dogs or cats in the county in over a decade. 

Salaries will run from $3.25 per hour for the census takers to $256 per 

wee]ï for the administrative aides w^o will supervise the project. 



Criticisms were raised by both private citizens and federal officials 
against this project, but local officials doggedly maintained their bite on the 
federal taxpayers. These officials maintain that needed local revenue would be 
raised through the sale of licenses to the owners of unregistered dogs. 
Obviously, the survey will use a great amount of federal tax dollars in order to 
raise relatively few dollars for a local govemment. Tiiat's clearly n case of 
robbing Peter to pay Paul. 

Here is a perfect example of wliat can happen when the unit of government 

irtiich spends money is not the same as the one which has to raise it in the first 

place. The need to raise the revenues that are spent locally imposes a discipline 

on a unit of govemment that was clearly missing in this case-

Pentagon civilian and military brass 

For misusing military aircraft on a massive scale at a cost to the 
taxpayers of at least $52.3 million. These officials have systematically misused 
military planes for low priority missions—support and personal flights—instead 
of for combat training and for flights where available commercial transportation 
was many times cheaper. It is a classic example of putting the privileges 
of rank and tY"-- logistics tail before the combat teeth. 

V/hat we have here is the picture cf everj- high ranking officer or 
civilian in the Pentagon simply being able to request government transportaticaî 
free regardless of its cost or mission. This puts the lie to the age-old 
excuse of the military services that transportation of the generals and admirals 
is appropriate because the aircraft have to fly anyway, snd there is no additional 
cost if the brass go along. In fact tiiere are substantial extra costs: the 
cost over the price of available commercial transportation; the cost of having 
extra aircraft on hand; the price we pay in not having our pilots trained for 
wartime missions. 

Defense Department auditors—the iJefense Audit Service—should get a 
commendation for uncovering massive abuse of govemment aircraft: 

—DOD auditors reviewed 2700 military airlift missions and found that 
55% of the domestic flights and 17? of the foreign flights could have been 
accomplished on scheduled commercial air transportation at a saving of $1.4 
million. 

—The Marine Corps operated an aircraft squadron with the policy of 
flying an extra plane behind every plane carrying a general or flag ranJc officer. 
There would be passengers only on the lead aircraft. The second was for 
emergency back-up for the brass. 

—Air Force pilots were being required to fly so many administrative 
support missions that they were not getting their required wartime readiness 
training exercises. 

There are 18,000 active aircraft and helicopters in t.he U.S. arsenal. 

11,200 of these are support aircraft or transports. Only 6,800 are pure combat 

aircraft. It is read.ily a;>paro!it that there are far too many support aircraft 



in ratio to combat aircraft. 

Wartime readiness training should f-orae before all else. Administrative 
support and command aircraft should be used only in those few instances where 
there is no commercial transportation available and then only when there is an 
official business justification for the flight. Local commanders should be 
restricted in their broad authority to use administrative jets as their personal 
toys. 

Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 

For a $2 raillion prototype police patrol car. This experimental 
car would make James Bond green with envy and should leave the taxpayers purple 
with rage, 

LEAA's "Police Patrol Car System Improvements Program" wag to 
incorporate a number of technical improvements to enhance the safety and 
productivity of police officers. This noble idea originally had some merit, 
but the car was so loaded down with gold-plated items that it ultimately 
became a Fleece. Because its load of problems exceeded even its load of gadgets, 
plans for field testing the model car were halted. 

In addition to driving the vehicle and thinking about the usual 
things found on a normal car, the police officer would have to worry about his 
multiple spark discharge ignition system while graspir.g his hand-held voice/ 
digital terminal while reading his heads-up display while listening to hie audio 
recorder while looking at his wide angle periscope rearvlew mirror. All this 
while keeping tabs on his carbon monoxide monitor, his voice/digital transceivers, 
his microcomputer mass memory and digital cassette reader. He would also have 
to pause to check his tire sensor, his brake wear sensor, his catalytic convertor/ 
exhaust temperature sensor, and seven different condition sensors. 

Moreover, ar LEAA report pointed out that some of these gadgets don't 
work very well. Speaking of the hands-free communication systems, the report 
said, "where officers must hook their radios as well as themselves into the system, 
rapid ingress and egress, especially under stressful situations, could be hampered 
by the additional necessary disconnect-connect functions." {In other words, 
they could get stuck in the car.) 

One critic pointed out that LEAA ignored the input of working police 
when designing this car. The median price in 1976 of this space ship on wheels 
would have been $49,078 per automobile, above and beyond the sticker price of 
the car, based on the assumption that local police forces would order 20 of these 
prototypes. Even with federal help and even if the cars were worth the money, 
how would local police departments come up with this kind of money? 

In the past several years I have made a number of attempts to abolish 
LEAA entirely. Projects like this convince me of the need to continue my efforts. 



National Aeronautic:; and Siwcf Admin!.ai,rfli.i'.ii: 

For proposing to spend $14 to $15 million o./er the next seven years to 
try to find Intelligent life in outer space. In my vlsw, this project should 
be postponed for a few million light years. 

Two million dollars this year and Î14 to $15 million '-.ver the next 
seven years would go to Pasadena, California's, Jet Propulsion lab to conduct "an 
all-sky, all-frequency search for j-adio signals from intelligent extra-terrestrial 
life." But the Lab also indicates that it wants to build a technological fran;e-
work on which future, more sensitive SETI (Search for Kxtra-Terres trial Intelligence) 
programs can be based. This tells me that while the American public is fascinated 
by "Star Wars" and "Close Encounters of the Third Kind," NASA is trying to ride 
the enthusiasm into a multi-million dollar, lung-range program of questionable 
searches for intelligence beyond our solar f;y3tem. 

What's wrong with this program? First, there is not now a scintilla of 
evidence that life beyond our own solar system exists. Second, even if a radio • 
message had been sent from another system, the overwhelming odds are that such 
a civilization is now dead and gone. Third, NASA didn't even select the least 
expensive way to do it. A less expensive, more narrowly focused SETI proposal 
from the Ames Research Center (cost $6.i> million over 7 years) was rejected 
in favor of the $14 to $15 million Jet Propulsion Lab project. However, to add 
insult to injury NASA has told my office tliat what it may do is to plug in the 
Ames project in the fiscal year 1980 budget so tliat both projects would be 
operating at the same time. 

At a time when the country is faced with a $61 billion budget deficit 
the attempt to detect radio waves from solar systems should be postponed until 
right after the federal budget is balanced and income and social security taxes 
are reduced to aero. 

U.S. Senate 

For proposing to spend well over $122 million of the taxpayers' money 
on a new Senate office building that would include such frivolous frills as a 
rooftop restaurant and a third gymnasium. The cost to the taxpayer is 2i times 
the original estimate, or a cost overrun of 154ÍE. 

In 1972 a proposal for a new Senate office building was presented to 
the Senate with a projected cost of $47,925,000. Two supplemental appropriations 
later the cost rose to over $85 million!, and now with another pending appropriation 
request that total would rise to an astronomical $122 million, not including 
furnishings. Moreover, the General Accounting Office calls this figure 
unrealistically low. The Architect of the Capitol under the direction of the Senate 
Office Building Commission is charged with carrying out the plans for the building. 



Considerable savings might have been made if construction contracts had 
included clauses to provide incentives for contractors to make every possible 
savings instead of providing for a flat 6Ï fee. The Senate contract means that 
any changes or goldplating the Senate provides or the more inefficient or costly 
the plans are, the more everybody cleans up--except the tajqiayers, of course. 

With Inflation rates running high, each month's delay costs hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in escalation costs alone. Completion of the project was 
originally forecast for May of 1977 and is now expected to be June, 1981, but 
don't count on it. 

The addition of certain luxury features should make taxpayers livid with 
anger. For example, a Senators-only dining room with a rooftop view of Washington 
(Senators already have two dining rooms), a small gym, excessive landscaping 
and artwork, use of marble and bronze throughout the building where cheaper 
materials would do, wood panelling in Senators' offices (this item alone would 
cost $1.5 million. ) 

The Senate must make painful and a.npopular decisions to turn down some 
highly appealing requests for spending. How can a Senate which has squandered 
tens of millions of dollars on Its own comfort find the courage to say no to 
whatever requests are made on behalf of the elderly for social security increases, 
farmers for higher price supports, the poor for more welfare. New York for more 
help? 

Agency for International Development (AID) 

Bureaucrats at the Agency for International Development seera to live by 
the motto, "Charity begins at home" even though their mission is to help the 
poor of the world. A series of deliberate acts, bureaucratic bungles and self-
serving deeds led its Administrator to complain that his agency is "over-age, 
over-rank, over-paid and over here." 

During the last fiscal year AID's Foreign Service Officers got average 
annual salaru;:; of $31,139. This is $6,021 more than the average Foreign Service 
Officer earned at the State Department and $9,095 more per year than officers 
working for the Peace Corps, who probably do a better job of helping the poor 
abroad than those in any other agency. 

AID lias 51.5% of its employees in the top three pay grades compared to 
only 6^ of its people in the lower three grades. 

Last year 64-5$ of AID personnel were at the Washington headquarters, 
and only 35.5y£ were in the field. 

In Mali—admittedly a warm post—all 15 U.S. government-leased houses 
occupied by AID families had swimming pools even though a public pool was available 
to all mission personnel. 



In preparing a report to Congress on emergency assistance to the 
Sahel, the drought stricken region of Africa, two AID employées chartered flights 
between Mauritania and Mall at a cost of $2,353 when conmercial flights were 
available for $263.00. Their report to Congress on this devastated area , 
produced on banloiote quality paper with numerous high resolution photographs, 
cost $19,726.00. This was $10 per copy for a report on U.S. aid to a disaster 
area where the per capita income is about $80 per year. 

Over-paid, over-rated and over here are the right words to describe the 
AID bureaucracy. President Truman started this agency under Point IV, Its 
purpose was to use American know-how to help others help themselves. Thirty 
years later it is too often used to help AID bureaucrats to help themselves. 

Federal Highway Administration 

For spending $222,000 to study "Motorist Attitudes Toward Large Tinicks." 
Among the detailed questions proposed to be asked of 2,430 drivers are: 

"Do you consider that large tracks 
a ) contribute to traffic congestion? 
b) block a driver's vision? 
c) travel too fast on highways? 

'̂  d) travel too slow going up hills? or 
e ) Do you consider that side splash frcaa trucks on 

wet roads is a problem? or 
f) that the smoke and fumes from these trucks might 

be a problem? 

This study cannot be justified on grounds of safety or how drivers 
actually behave when confronted by big trucks. Instead, it centers on motorists' 
"attitudes" and is in addition to a companion $1 million study of "The Effect 
of Truck Size and Weight on Accident Experience and Traffic Operations" and 
a $297,633 study of "The Effects of Truck Size on I>river Behavior." 

While there have been a number of previous studies on large trucks, this 
study is justified as follows; "In examining questions of commercial vehicle/ 
passenger car interactions, the research focus has been on the aerodynamic 
and human factors aspects. The thrust of these studies was on the physics 
of the interaction and the psycho-physical performance of drivers. Rarely were 
questions relating to social perception, cognition or affect ever addressed. 
The cognitive or mentally evaluative dimension of such vehicular interactions 
or potential interactions was lost in error variance or not considered at all in 
formulations of aerodynamic disturbance functions and driver performance factors." 

So much for previous studies and their possible duplication. And so 
much, too, for the English language! 

It's one thing to "Keep on Truckin'," but does it have to be done with 
tasj)ayers' dollars? 



Department of Defense 

For spending over $1.2 million a ytar from a special fund hidden in 

the defense budget for gifts, parties, trips, dinners, receptions and other 

entertainment items. 

Deep within the Pentagon's budget lies a little noticed firancial category 
called "Bnergencies and Extraordinary Expenses." It is part of the huge operations 
and maintenance function which is used to keep aircraft flying and ships sailing. 
The "Emergencies and Extraordinary Expenses" account is divided into two parts. 
One is for classified military purposes. The other turns out to be the entertainment 
fund for Pentagon civilian and military brass. 

The Pentagon's party fund is used for a wide range of travel and 
entertainment activities. It pays for unreimbursed Congressional trips, receptlona 
for foreign military leaders, welcoming parties and going away parties for the 
Pentagon hierarchy, flowers, corsages, gifts, tea parties for wives, boat cruises, 
conferences, lunches, dinners, change of command ceremonies and bulk piirchases 
of alcoholic beverages. 

This is an "extraordinary" fund, but there is nothing of an "emergency" 
about it. These social events are planned far in advance. There Is no last 
minute crisis involved here. And it' is "extraordinary" only in the amount of 
dollars spent. 

Of the $1.2 million spent in the last 12 reported taonths, the Air Force 
accounted for $408,946, the Army $357,800, the Navy $286,265 and the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense/Joint Chiefs/Defense Agencies $160,992. 

A portion of these party funds are used to pay for unreimbursed 
Congressional travel. By rough calculation at least $75,000 in Air Force funds 
are associated with Congressional travel. Given this fact, I believe Congress 
should share in this fleece award. 

On one occasion the public paid for entertaining the Air Attache of 
the Soviet Union. On another the Pentagon gave a Yugoslavian general a tour 
and briefing on the B-1 bomber, F-16 fighter and AMST transport—three of our 
most important technological research programs of this decade. 

Other entertainment items include: 

—Luncheon and flowers for General Toufanlan's wife. $129.00 
—Tea party for wives o£ the Standing Consultative Conanittee at SALT. 
$107.00 

—Reception for Minister of Defense of Israel, $9,879.00 
—Dinner for Comptroller of the Navy. $666.15 
—Visit of Commander Mexican Air Force, including a visit to Disneyland. $3281j 
—Expenses incurred in connection with USAF Independence Itey Air Attache 
Gold Tournament (trophies, greens fees, reception). $3,352.91 

—Walnut plaque purchases. $2,158.60 



Office of Education 

For spending $40,375 in an attempt to give 35 oí its ambitious 
or unhappy bureaucrats a new lease on their L-areer lives. By paying over 
$1,100 for each participant to take what !t called a «creative career and life 
planning" course during working hours, the Office of Education found a way 
to help its employees on the way up or on the way out while letting the 
taxpayers down. 

While I believe overburdened citizens should not have to shell out 
tax dollars for such purposes at all, ironically the same course with the 
same instructors could have been taken on employees' own time for $¿75, or a 
total cost of $23,750 less. 

The announcement of the Office of Education about the course stated 
that the "problem solving approach to goal identification" would be used '-to 
help employees determine their own goals in life and make changes In their 
environment, lifestyles, careers, and direction which will aid them in 
gaining satisfaction both on-the-job and in their personal life." 

Among the things the students faced or were told to do in their 

3J hour sessions on each of ten days were; 

— t o take a holistic rather than an atomistic approach to life; 
— t o keep their eye on the "divine radar," i.e., the enjoyable 

moments or periods in their lives; 
— t o figure out how they would give away ten million dollars 

(Do federal bureaucrats really need a course to tell thCTi how 
to do that?). 

l^ arguTient is not with the private firm «tiich gave the course, the 
talented authors of the official textbooks, or the private citizens who want 
to take the course and pay for it out of their own pockets. ï^ objection 
is to the government shelling out the money and picking ^xp the tab. 

fci/ only advice to those who approved spending taxpayers' m o n ^ for 
the course is the old adage, "Physician, heal thyself." After this display 
of questionable judgment, they may wish to consider most seriously the 
issue of changing careers themselves, or, as the course textbooks put it, 
to do a "functional analysis of your transferable skills." 

Department of the Interior 

designed rinnhP^"f "^•^^'^^T '̂̂  '"^^^^^ ^ wavemaJdng machine in a specially 
a hiftnr- ? ^^'"^ ^̂ "̂ ^̂  swimming pool in Salt Lake City. This marks 
timi Í H ? T '^ American history. It can be said that for the first -

machine ••tnTtili^^ ^"''^ officials, the 4-foot surf created by the 

Igloos in Death Valley or tropical rain forests In Wisconsin. 



The gigantic, 180-foot long, 17,500 square foot, fan shaped pool 
is only part of a larger project that includes a marina, boat rMap, bath 
house and parking lot. The cost of the entire project is estimated, at 
least preliminarily, at $1,008,000. fjome $500,000 of this aaiount will be 
supplied by the federal government under a law which calls for developing 
outdoor recreational resources that are "necessary and desirable," Although 
such amounts are ordinarily matched on a 50-50 basis by state, local and private 
groups, an additional $300,000 of federal funds are coming from the C(Mmminlty 
Development Authority of the Department of Housing and Ui'ban Develoiwient. While 
apparently legal, here is a situation where federal funds are matched in part 
by federal funds, and the total cost to the state, local and private authorities 
will be only $208,000. Thus in addition to providing a wave making machine, 
federal taxpayers will be socked for 80 percent of the cost of this swimming 
pool and park complex instead of the 50 percent ordinarily required. 

Department of Labor 

For funding a $140,000 never completed census of the Samoan population 
of Orange County, California. Bureaucrats say, "Samoa"; the taxpayers are 
saying loud and clear, "No-moal" 

The money for counting Samoans in Orange County was provided under 
the Comprehensive Training and Employment Act (CETA) Public Servioe Jobs 
Program to a non-profit corporation, the Institute of Emergent Nationalisms 
Determinacy, Inc, largely created and actually controlled by the members 
of a single family. The corporation was incorporated only a few short 
months before it received the CETA grant. 

Not only has no final report been submitted—four months after it 
was due—but even the limited raw data supposedly collected cannot be found. 
The former head of the program is reported to now be in Western Samoa, out­
side U.S. jurisdiction, and authorities' attempts to contact him have so 
far failed. 

At the same time that local auditors were questioning the operation 
of the project, the same group applied for partial funding of a $2,332,702.14 
program to create a "Pacific Island Cultural Art Demonstration Team." While 
the local CETA sponsors did turn down this particular request, they instructed 
their own staff tu "provide teclmicai a.'ïsistance to this agency, assisting 
them to redesign this project into a workable format and towards resolving 
present operational problems." 

When questioned about the Samoan project, Labor Department spokesmen 
justified their lack of oversight and review of the grant on grounds that it 
was locally reviewed and controlled. However, according to the Orange County 
Register one local official said that he is not upset by the lack of any 
finished product to show for the money; "The purpose of the contract was to 
provide employment anà training to unemployed Santa Ana residents and a 
by-product of this was to be a study. Just because the study wasn't completed 
I don't think it can be said the city got the raw end of things. That's 
the philosophy of the CETA program." 

Fortunately, local law enforcement officials are presently reviewing 

the entire question. 



There are enough useful and constructive programs and projects— 
including genuine help to Samoans in need—to iimploy those unecqiioyed willing 
to work without resorting to ridiculous make-work projects. 

National Highway Traffic Safety Aumlnistration 

For spending $120,126 to build e tow-sliuig, backward steering motor­
cycle that no one could ride. The bureaucrats gave the taxpayers a bum steer 
on this one. 

The Agency insisted on building the motorcycle in spite of repeated 
warnings beforehand that the contraption simply could not be ridden by even 
the most expert motorcycle rider. This is the ultimate example of the taxpayer 
being taken for a ride. 

In September, 1977, the Agency issued the $120,126 contract to a 
California firm to design and test a motorcycle with a low center of gravity 
powered by the front wheel and steered by the back wheel. Agency officials 
thought this low slung backward configuration would make the motorcycle 
safer. However, the Agency's own tests completed before the granting of the 
contract showed that the backward motorcycle would be difficult if not 
impossible to steer. But the Agency insisted upon going ahead and there­
fore Searched fur a firm willing to take on this backward concept. There 
was something magical in the backward angle that the highway boys couldn't 
resist. 

The contractor dutifully sought to improve the design of the bike, 
but every computer simulation it ran s.'iowed the backward bike was harder to 
control than the toughest bucking bronc. On January 9, 1973, the contractor 
reported, "the major problem at this point is the lack of controllability 
of the rear steered configuration indicated by coirç)Uter results obtained so far.' 
The persistent and determined Agency officials told the contractor to try again. 

On February 3, both the contractor and the sub-contractor, who were 
by this time trying to build the backward bike, were reat^ to give up on 
the project. They asked the Agency to allow them to stop work on the backward 
bike design. But again Agency officials insisted upon the backward project 
going forward and demanded that the bike be built and tested. 

In their view, if it was backward, it had to be right. After all, 
this country has been going forward long enough. What a perfect answer to a 
bureaucratic dream, going forward with a backward project. That's even better 
than going backward with a forward project. 

By April, 1978, all the building, testing and reviewing were 
completed, and the contractor reported what everyone except the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration had known all along: that the rear 
steering motorcycle was completely unrideable whether going forward, backward 
or sideways. In fact, the bike builders had to add training wheels to the 
backward iriotorcycle in order to prevent serious injury to the rider. In some 
of the tests expert motorcycle riders could not even keep the motorcycle 
upright for an instant. The longest ride of 2.5 seconds appeared to merely 
involve the luck of the rider turning the wheel at the right time. 



By this time agency officlal:i finally admitted their mistake in 
insisting upon the completion of the backward motorcycle's testing. However, 
the bureau<;ratic ur>.;e tn iiompound orror;i resulted In the agency deciding to 
contlmn; work un ii front iii-eerlry:, 3uw ¡liung model in spite of warnings 
raised by the contractor and other experts. While the contractor pointed 
out the problems of controlling the motorcycle at rest and reduced rider 
and passenger comfort, the editors of Cycle magazine pointed out even 
greater dangers of the low slung motorcycle, to wit; 

/The contractor/ Is currently working on a Honda with a seat height 
comparable^ to that of an average car - about 16 to 20 inches. That puts a 
motorcyclist's head right at headlight level and removes from him one of 
his great advantages; his ability to see over the tops of cars, and to be seen 
by the occasional driver. 

So here was the supreme machine. It couldn't work going forward. 
It didn't work backwards. And whichever way it went, if you were driving it, 
you couldn't see where you were goinj^. This was the perfect vehicle for a 
member of Congress. 

Nevertheless, the iron-willed officials of the Agency, insisting 
that the" low slung motorcycle might handle somewhat better than the conventional 
model, again persisted and a final report on the "Advanced Concept Motorcycle" 
with a low center of gravity will be submitted shortly by the contractor. 

After recent experiences in Iran and elsewhere, they should be able 
to sell a few thousand of the "don't work forward, don't work backward, 
can't see where you're going" beauties lo the CIA. 

Department of the Air Force 

For conducting a six month $3,000 test at the Pentagon on the 
use of umbrellas by male personnel in uniform. 

From time to time the USAF Uniform Board has been asked if it were 
proper for male vmiformed Air Force members to carry umbrellas. The answer 
always came back—no! It was deemed unprofessional and out of image for an 
Air Force male to carry or use an umbrella while in uniform. 

Nonetheless, the question persisted in Air Force ranks. Why shouldn't 
we be able to use an umbrella? 

So, the Air Force Uniform Board, which has jurisdiction over such 
things, decided to conduct an umbrella test. The plan went up the chain of 
command and was approved by a general officer last October. The test 
was scheduled for a six-month period between November 1, 1978, and April 30, 1979. 

An announcement went forth to all USAF male personnel working in the 
Pentagon. For six months you can use an umbrella if you want—nothing 
outrageous, of course, just a standard black or blue commercial nodel. 

Meanwhile the planners had been busy. A survey was developed. 
A random sample of 1,700 Pentagon-based Air Force males was designed. According 
to the survey research experts in the Air Force personnel office, this survey 
would be 95 percent relia^.lf. 



On March 1, 1979, the survey went out to the 1,700 randomly 
selected males. The package contained a covering page explaining the purpose 
of the survey and giving return mailing instructions. Also included was a 
forward, a Privacy Act statement and instructions for completing the survey. 
Attached were four pages of umbrella questions and the computer survey answer 
sheet. 

What did the Air Force want to know? Such things as: frequency 
of umbrella use; whether or not it was used with a raincoat; commente 
received for using an umbrella by military and civilian personnel; type of 
umbrella used; opinions as to the masculinity of carrying an unbrella; whether 
or not the umbrella interfered with saluting and other military courtesies; 
if umbrellas reduced professional image; female Air Force reaction to the use 
of an umbrella; potential for detracting from the combat ready image of 
U.S. forces; recommended types of umbrellas; freedom of choice for the use 
of ïimbrellas; problems with the design or style of umbrellas. 

Sometime in April the survey responses will be fed into a computer. 
Then the staff experts will sort out the major conclusions, A reeoimnendation 
will be made. The recommendation will go to the USAF Uniform Board, which 
will reach a decision and pass it up the chain of command to the Air Force 
Chief of Staff, 

Maybe the survey could come to a conclusion on whether Neville 
Chamberlain's umbrella was a psychological factor in persuading Hitler the British 
were too lacking in masculinity to strike back. 

Or maybe they should examine Sir George Bowen's poetic observation: 

The rain it raineth on the just 
And also on the unjust fella; 
But chiefly on the just because 
The unjust stole the Just's umbrella. 

The great umbrella escapade is just the kind of issue that should have 
been settled by good old fashioned military decision making. No need for 
a survey, use of tax dollars or any other device. A simple decision one 
way or the other would have solved the problem long ago. After all, we are 
not talking about combat readiness or success on the battlefield. How about 
someone taking a stand, biting the bullet, belling the cat and all the other 
cliches? If the Air Force can't make a decision on the matter, heaven help 
the MX program. 

It is hoped that this survey will put an end to the great umbrella 
debate. Perhaps it will. Perhaps not. It's hard to keep a good idea down. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the 
Economic Development Administration (EDA) 

For spending $279,000 on a community center so completely useless, 
that when it collapsed, no one knew it for days. The Department of Housing 
and Urban Development paid $100,000 for the construction of the center. 
EDA spent $179,000 on a never-completed road to the center. 

The road was never completed because of a lack of easements and 
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insufficient funds. All this happened in rural Merrill Township, Michigan 

between 1975 and February 22, 1979, deep in a woods, half-way between two small 

towns. 

Here is the tale of a tragedy of errors. In 1975 HUD approved 
$100,000 in Community Development funds to build a community center for 
rural Iferrill Township, Michigan. What HUD didn't know was that in order to 
serve two small towns in the township the center was to be built at a 
secluded site in a virtually inaccessible forest half-way between. 

A HUD Detroit official is quoted in the understatement of the year 
as saying about its location: "It may have been something that should have 
been caught." 

The collapsed building was spotted on Washington's birthday, 1979, 
by a sharp eyed woodsman who reported it to the local Postmaster who called 
the local sheriff and township supervisor who relayed the news to HUD's 
Detroit office. No one knows the precise date of the building's "downfall." 
Like the question asked about the tree which fell in the wilderness, since 
no human being was present to hear it fall, did it make any noise? 

When informed of tiie collaps»^ a HUD Detroit official was quoted In 
the ultimate Loreaucratic frustration; "I don't know what we'll do* I don't 
know of any set policy we have for that." 

The groundbreaking ceremony for the center designed to be used for 
counseling, food stamp distribution, literacy classes, job training, and other 
vital toivnship community services was in April, 1976. It lay idle—unoalnted, 
unlandscaped, and unfurnished—from its completion that year until Its collapse. 
Meantime, the township't; application for $290,000 from EDA's Public Works 
Employment Act to build a road to it was reduced to $179,000. This proved 
insufficient to complete it. At the time the center collapsed the new road 
led to nowhere and the old two track dirt road or path through the forest was 
knee deep in snow. In more ways than one both HUD and EDA failed to pave 
the way for this project. 

Among the tragedy oV errors no proper records were kept, HUD 
reported that there was a failure to meet "...sound planning, engineering, 
and construction standards", there was no maintenance, and the insurance 
for the building did not cover snow damage. As early as February, 1977, 
broken trusses were found and repaired but other problems were identified in a 
July report—cost overruns, cracks in the concrete floor, failure of the 
ceiling tile to meet fire codes, and exits of insufficient widths. 

Virtually evuryone shuns responsibility. The project was inherited 
from tlie original supervisor who either kept no records or took them with him 
when he moved to Ari;:.,'ria. The township Treasurer who bought the insurance 
was unavailable through illness and died almost simultaneously with the 
building's collapse. EDA was unaware that the funds were insufficient to 
complete the road or that a railroad easement was needed. HUD's Detroit 
office contriicted for and received routine reassuring reports from certified 
public accountants in August, 1978, six months before the collapse, indicating 
"...no major weaknesses or problems in the area of internal control or 
financial coniplianij-." HUD was assured by the finr. that: "Our examination 



also included such procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances 
to determine compliance with regulations, policies, and procedures prescribed 
by the Department of Housing and Urban Development." 

Neverthelt;ss, this unused commun.'ty center built on a site in the 
middle of nowhere, inaccessible by public roads, collapsed without anyone 
knowing it after the expenditure of $279,000 of public funds and four years 
of time and effort. 

Award of Merit to the United States Ariny 

I am giving an "Award of Merit" to the United States Army and, in 
particular. Dr. Percy A. Pierre, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Research, 
Development and Acquisition. The Army and Dr. Pierre get the special "Merit 
Award" for presenting to Congress the most readable and honest presentation 
in my memory on the r.eedü of the U.S, Army, 

Merit Awards don't make news and are often greeted with a yawn by the 
press corps. But it is just as important to praise worthy accomplishments as 
to criticize waste and inefficiency. Coming from me this award may surprise 
the Army but it it; well deserved. 

I'hfre are LJoveral reasons why the Army's Congressional presentation 
titled "Eiiuippin!; the United States Army" and its author Dr. Pierre are to be 
coiranended. First it it; written in English. One can read it and understand 
what is being discussed. In a refreshing change from other defense documents, 
this report has few acronyms and is relatively free of military jargon. That's 
a big plus in itself. 

Second, the Army admits its failures. It Is unusual for any bureaucracy 
to own up to its mistakes. Nonetheless, the Ancy admits that it has "exercised 
insufficient managerial self-discipline, encountered technical problems, 
and lost a few important programs. We have suffered overruns and, as the 
Congress has correctly pointed out, we took much too long to produce fielded 
hardware." In its discussion of individual weapon systems, this Arî y report 
often addresses current problems head on such as the cost of the Patriot air 
defense system. It reads; "Patriot is painfully expensive." 

Third, it pulls no punches. It states that right now from an equipment 
point of view the United States Army is "second rate." In my opinion part 
of this is due to a Congressional fascination with the more exotic weapon 
systems of the Air Force and Navy. 

Fourth, while soberly assessing the strengths of the Soviet Union, 
this document refuses to portray the Russians as 10 feet tall or to allow the • 
reader to be overwhelmed in a gloomy assessment. It spells out what we have 
to do to improve. 

Fifth, the Army's analysis provides exEUnples which clearly explain 
military needs. Instead of just mentioning the "combined anns team" as a 
military doctrine, this report explains just what is meant by combined arms 
and how the systeni works. 

My award to the Army does not mean that I endorse all aspects of 

this report. There; oould be more discussion of the different military requirements 



facing the USSR ground forces compered to the US—the influence of China and 
unease over Eastern Europe for exaagile. Furthermore, I specifically disagree 
with certain recommendations on weapon systems. 

But this is as it should be. There can he no universal agreement on 
itCTis of this complexity. The most important fact is that the Aray has come 
forth with an honest presentation, balanced in tone, forward looking and thinking. 
It is time we paid more attention to the needs of our Army. 



PFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

A SAMPLE OF GOLDEN FLEECE AWARDS 

ewer. 

Given to the biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic example o£ 
government spending or waste. 

Environmental Protection Agency ÇEPA) 

Granted to the EPA for spending an extra $1 to $1.2 million to 
preserve a Trenton, New Jersey sewer as an historical monument. ,The 
sewer is 25 feet underground, full of mud and sludge, has been viewed 
only twice in the last 23 years, will not be on public view in the 
future, and is not unique. A clear example of taxpayers' money 
going down the drain. 

Trenton was required to upgrade its sewers and sanitation plant 
back in 1975 by the EPA, whereby the city proposed to build its new 
sewers through a part of the 100 year old brick Lamberton Street se 
The city's report found that t 

"...the nature of the CLamberton Street) sewer is 
not conducive to appreciation and investigation 
since it is underground and, at least, partially-
full of raw wastewater at all times." 

But the Environmental Assessment Statement submitted by New Jersey's 
State Historical Preservation Officer to the EPA said that: 

"The destruction of the Lamberton Street circular 
brick interceptor will be a loss for the sewer as 
both a symbol and expression of America's former 
engineers, engineering, urban life and planning, 
and a time and place which are irreversible and 
irretrievable." 

As a result the sewer was placed on the Register of Historic Sites. 
It was the subject of a mitigation plan approved by the Federal 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. Nine hundred feet of the 
old sewer will now be left intact as the new sewer by-passes it. A 
professional archaeologist will be hired to monitor the site to make 
certain the old bricks are preserved. Commemorative plaques will be 
place? above ground at each end of the underground sewer to note the 
sewers historic qualities. 

National Institute for Mental Health 

Granted to the Institute for funding a study of why bowlers, 
hockey fans and pedestrians smile. The study was entitled "Social 
and Emotional Messages of Smiling: An Ethological Approach." It 
was part of a $75,000 grant to examine verbal and nonverbal cues in 
detecting perception. 

It is interesting to note that this particular study of smiling is 
h^rZ T.^^^^Tr^^ "mentioned in the elaborate grant proposal appioved 
by the National Institute of Mental Health. In response to the 



question as to where this .particular study fit into the research that 
was approved, the Institute replied: 

"The basic purpose of this grant was to study the 
accuracy of interpersonal perceptions and how 
deception is communicated and detected. The purpose 
of the study of smiling is to assess whether people 
smile as popularly assumed to indicate an underlying^^ 
emotion such as joy or for some other socail reason. 

They also concluded that: 

"The study provided strong evidence that all social 
involvement rather than emotional state was the major 
cause of smiling. 

United States Coast Guard (USCG) 

Granted to the USCG for wasting over half a million dollar on 
a microfiche conversion project which had to be cancelled when it 
took three years to complete only seven percent of the required work. 
Here is an expenditure of half a million dolíais for which the tax­
payer got absolutely nothing--zilch, zero, zip. 

The original idea was simple and straightforward. The 35,000. 
officer and enlisted personnel records of the USCG were held in paper 
files which were bulky and difficult to use. It would be much better 
to have these records on microfiche. 

The USCG bought the idea and estimated that it would cost $261,000 
and would require ten people for one year of work. This was early 1976. 

A good idea is seldom left alone. Later in 1976 it was decided to 
add all the reservist's personnel records to the project--an additional 
24,000 files or 70 percent more work. The Coast Guard concluded that 
the additional work could be completed within the same time frame and 
at the original cost. 

But as soon as the project got underway it became obvious that it 
was impossible to complete it on time or within the budget. So .. 
a new cost estimate of $500,000-$600,000 and 40 man years was developed-
twice the price and four times the work. 

„1, ' " . i ^ " ' =™«^°"= finally suggested that they take a look at 
yelrl tte ll°r,°^\ ™ " *?"'' ^""""^ " " ''"''" startling: After three 
?e"?ve o? Sííí^íL"^" ™í'' ?^I^Í percent complete! None of the 52,500 
reserve or enlisted records had been touched. Only about one ouartér 
åccompM°Sd"^°^^^* '" converting the off icers ."ÎLoïdf h å r b S n " " 

to give credit to the Coast Guard, at leas 



Department of Education (DOE) 

Granted to the DOB for fattening its staff and beefing up its 
budget after promising that if it were created it would include no 
more people and would cost no more than previously devoted to education 
programs. The facts are that by September 30, 1980, on a comparable 
basis, the Department will include 157 more people than a year ago 
and 1,121 more people than two years ago. Personnel compensation and 
other management costs will explode. Between fiscal year 1979 and 
1980 Budget Authority for its programs will go up by $1 billion and 
outlays will rise by $2 billion. 

Technically the Department will argue that it has kept its promise. 
But the public doesn't realize what the small print says or how the 
sleights of hand and legerdemain actually work. The DOE has, in fact, 
outdone Dicken's artful dodger. 

No matter how one slices it, even if personnel cuts promised for 
fiscal year 1981 are carried out, the new DOE will have more people, 
spend more for overhead costs, and spend far more for education 
programs that when it was proposed. 

While excuses will be made, explanations trotted out, and the 
fine print brought to the force, to prove that the promise that 
"The Department of Education will include no more people and will cost 
no more than is now devoted to education programs," has been kept. 
The hard truth is that the creation of the DOE is a saga showing how 
bureOcracy grows, costs increase, and promises are broken. 

Department of Commerce (DQCj 

Granted to the DOC for spending $9,80,0 to hire a private public 
relations firm to review and evaluate the Department's public relations 
efforts. What did the public relations firm recommend? Surprise! 
More public relations with a potential price tag of tens of millions 
of dollars. 

Government National Mortgage Association (GNMA) 

Granted to the GNMA for spending $6,918 to buy 1,200 nine by 
twelve inch simulated leather binders which it sent out to savings 
and loan associations across the country to commemorate the issue of 
a total of $100 billion in mortgage backed securities. All this 
left the taxpayers in a bind. Directly or indirectly they had to 
pick up the tab for this wasteful spending. 

This expenditure is sheer unadulterated waste. To paraphrase a 
famous Supreme Court standard, it is without redeeming social or 
economic value. 

It was sent to 1200 associations, in the words of GNMA's President: 

...to thank those visionaries who conceptualized 
and shaped the program, the mortgage lenders that 
issue the securities,, the securities dealers that 
market them, and the many different investor groups 
that hold the securities, as well as all those GNMA 
employees who have had a hand in administering the 
program for their part in making it the success it 
is today. 



It is not only wasteful but in questionable taste. Printed in the 
maroon colored imitation leather folder in imitation gold lettering 
are the words : 

GOVERNMENT NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION 
COMMEMORATES 

ONE HUNDRED BILLION DOLLARS 
• IN 

MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES 

Below the printing and in the center is the HUD symbol also in 
imitation gold letters. At the bottom is the date and the individualized 
name of each of the 1200 institutions which received the folder. 

Department of Labor (POL) 

Granted to the DOL for funding a summer youth employment program 
in Tucson, Arizona in which 14 junior college track athletes were paid 
for twice-a-day training sessions, weekly trips to compete in races and 
week-long journeys to Flagstaff., Arizona and Reno, Nevada to train, 
compete, and meet with other runners. 

The athletes' job supervisor, who also just happens to be their 
track coack, described the project as a 'personal growth' program 
designed to prepare participants for college. It can be said, without 
fear of contradiction, that these CETA funds gave the taxpayers a 
run for their money and that's about all. 

The track-coach job supervisor not only justified paying athletes 
to be athletes but he explained to the Arizona Daily Star why he paid 
the athletes for full-time effort when they practiced only part of the 
day; 

"I arbitrarily decided to pay them eight hours 
a day because of the hard work..involved,with 
running work-outs twice a day. I gave them 
free time whenever I could to explore. You 
know, it's a real eye opener to go to a city 
like Reno with all those lights and everything." 

The 14 athletes were paid $3.10 per hour for 240 hours or $744 
for eights weeks of work this summer. Thus the cost to the Federal 
taxpayers was over $10,000. CETA summer job program is supposed to 
provide work for some of"the nation's poorest and unemployed youths. 
While it appears that a number of the junior college athletes may 
not have come from poor families, they became eligible for the CETA 
program by stating that they were independent of their families and 
not living at home. Four of the 14 athletes listed the coach's , 
home as their address, while another five listed the home of the 
coach's part-time assistant in their application; 

Department of Defense (DOD) 

Granted to the DOD for understating by $1.5 million various 
excessive costs in operating public housing for high ranking generals 
and admirals . The next time the generals and admirals come to 
Congress asking for more money they should be reminded of the old 
adage that "economy begins at home." 



The fleece is being given for overspending and excesses in the 
following areas : 

--understating the true costs of operating and 
maintaining general and flag rank quarters by 
$1.5 million annually 

--spending over $30,000 a year for maintenance 
alone on each of 20 flag rani^ residences 

--spending $126,000 on the house of the Commander-
in-Chief of the Atlantic Fleet in Norfolk, VA 

--spending $500,000 to manicure the lawns of generals 
and admirals on 22 bases. 

--spending $65,000 to repair the gazebos adjacent 
to 13 generals' quarters at Boiling Air Force 
Base, Washington, D.C. 

--spending up to $110,000 in remodeling each time 
a new general or admiral moved into his house. 

Department of Education's Institute of Museum Services 

Granted to the Institute for a $35,000 federal grant to a 
California zoo part of which was used to send two animal keepers 
half way across the country to attend a three day elephant workshop 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

While this may not be the biggest example of government spending, 
it illustrates the point that governemnt is now spending the tax­
payer's money for almost anything, everywhere. It is one thing for 
the federal government to provide for the common defense; but it 
is quite another for it to pander to pachyderms. 

This grant to the Santa Barbara Zoo is just one of the 366 general 
operating support grants totalling $9.5 million given out this year 
by the Institute of Museum Services to zoos and museums in every 
state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico to spend virtually as 
the recipients see fit. 

Federal Highway Administration 

Granted to the Administration for spending $241,764 to produce 
a computerized system that gives local travel directions to people 
who can't or won't read maps. This complex system is no substitute 
for asking at the nearest gas station. 

While the system is intended to aid lost motorists and save 
gasoline, it helps those who need it least. In order to use it, 
you have to know where you are and where you're going. If you have 
that much information, you can use a map. 

The effect of this program is to substitute a very sophisticated, 
overly complex and expensive system for one that is simpler and already 
available--a map. This is not only paternalistic but also is an 
example of technological overkill at its worst. 



Office of Personnel Management and the Merit Systems Protection Board 

Granted tc these agencies for sending out duplicate surveys 
asking top federal employees how they like their jobs. 

These two agencies spent $126,729 to send near-identical ."job 
attitude surveys" to 19,782 high-level federal employees. The surveys 
were mailed out within two days of each other in November 1980. 
The thought of one agency spending taxpayer dollars to find out if 
public employees who earn an average of $41,000 a year like their 
jobs is bad enough. To have two agencies sending out surveys on 
that topic is utterly ridiculous. 

When you add in the time these highly paid employees are spending 
answering these surveys, the cost to the taxpayer becomes a whopping 
$450,000. 

This is the classic case of the first hand not knowing what the 
left hand is doing. This only deserves the back of the hand from 
the taxpayers. 

This is the second year the Office of Personnel Management has 
spent money on such a survey. One of the startling discoveries made 
in last year's survey was, in the words of one 0PM executive, that 
"those with higher pay are happier with their jobs." We needed to 
spend money to learn that? 

Presidential Inaugural Committee 

Granted to the Committee for taking taxpayers for a ride. While 
proclaiming that no public money was spent on the Inauguration, the 
Inaugural Committee commandeered 1,120 Marines, soldiers, sailors and 
other service personnel to act as chauffeurs and aides to 274 Inaugural 
VIP's as well as several hundred additional Inaugural celebrants. 
The estimated cost to the taxpayer of this chauffeur and escort 
service, only one of several hidden costs of the Inauguration, was 
$1.8 million. 

Architect of the Capitol 

Granted to the office for developing plans to build up to six 
new House and Senate office buildings that would cost at least 
$500 million to construct. These plans are available through 
the Government Printing Office. 

Unless we stop this proliferation of House and Senate office 
buildings, we'll end up with one office building for every member of 
Congress ! 

Congress has already spent $450,000 to develop these plans, which 
are the third phase of a three-part 'master plan' for Capitol expansion. 
In addition to awarding a Golden Fleece for these extravagant plans, I 
have introduced a resolution to insure these plans, at least those for 
the Senate, never make it past the planning stage. 

To stem the tide of Senate staff proliferation and future office 
building construction, I have also introduced a resolution that would 
place a ceiling on the number of full-time Senate employees and 
prevent the construction of any new Senate office buildings. 



Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

Granted to HUD for letting slum landlords dump their low quality, 
sub-standard housing on the backs of the taxpayers to the tune of at 
least $200 million in fiscal year 1982. 

Next year HUD will spend hundreds of millions of dollars to 
subsidize landlords to house low and moderate income families in low 
grade, sub-par, privately owned existing housing under a program 
called Section 8. 

Under HUD's standards and regulations, promulgated under the 
Carter Administration and continuing now, existing housing can pass 
inspection and qualify for HUD's low and moderate Section 8 existing 
housing subsidies if: 

--there are holes in the walls and ceilings provided 
they are no larger than 8 1/2" by 11" 

--holes in the floor are no larger than 4" 

--the walls are unpainted or only spot painted. 

--floors are unfinished; if finished flooring, it can 
be half ripped up 

--there are no down spouts or gutters 

--there are no storm doors and storm windows or 
no screens 

--bedrooms have no doors or closets (even if occupied 
by adults with children.in the next bedroom) 

--kitchen cupboards are without doors or hardware 

--tenants must pass through a bathroom to get to a 
bedroom or pass through a bedroom to get to a bedroom 

The housing standards for the program are so low that the practical 
effect is that the tenant gets a run-down, sub-par dwelling; the 
landlord gets a guaranteed market and an assured return on his 
investment; and the taxpayer gets the bill. 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

Granted to NASA for a Tracking Data Relay and Satellite System 
(TDRSS) which is over-priced, over-weight, over-sold and over-due. 

In a recent unreleased internal NASA Inspector General's report, 
excessive TDRSS costs of $500 million to $1 billion were cited. The 
report said the 10 year, lease costs of the system had risen by 150 
percent, from an original estimate of $841.8 million to $2.156 billion. 

Part of the overrun results from the Space Shuttle program. Lost 
in the publicity landslide surrounding the Shuttle was the unpleasant 
and unreported fact that delays in the Shuttle have posponed the launch 
date of the TRDDS satellite. This will cost the taxpayers $1 million 
a day. 



It's ironic that while the news media and the public were over­
whelmed by the Shuttle extravaganza, the taxpayers were the ones 
being taken for a ride. 

Department of Commerce (DOC) 

Granted to the DOC for giving the City and County of Honolulu 
$28,600 to study how they can spend another $250,000 for a good 
surfing beach. 

Spending federal money so you can figure out how to spend more money 
is bad enough. What's worse is the fact that the City and County 
of Honolulu plan to spend $28,600 to hire and outside consultant to 
find a good surfing beach. Keep in mind, Hawaii is packed with 
expert surfers--most of whom already know the good surfing spots like 
the back of their surfboards, and some of whom already work for the 
City and County of Honolulu and could do the job for free. 

The federal bureaucrats should have waved goodbye to this request. 
Instead, Honolulu got a good buy to study a wave. 

United States Army 

Granted to the U.S. Army, which spent $6,000 to prepare a 17-page 
document that tells the federal government how to buy a bottle of 
Worcestershire sauce. 

That's right: 17-eye-glazing pages of single-spaced type on how to 
buy a 15-ounce bottle of Worcestershire sauce that retails for about 
$1.50. What's more, in order for our hapless buyer or seller to use 
those 17 pages of federal specifications, he must refer to another 
2,270 pages of government and commercial regulations and references. 

I can see having complex federal specifications if the military 
is buying a weapon system. But Worcestershire sauce? That 17-page 
specification and the 2,270-page backup is nothing more than a recipe 
for stuffed paperwork souffle that left the taxpayer with an indigestible 
$6,000 check. Even a dollar spent on writing and using this document 
is a dollar too much. 

Treasury Department managers of the Social Security Trust Fund 

Granted to the Fund's managers whose investment policies needlessly 
lost $2 billion in earnings to the Trust Funds last year. This is 
not only a Golden Fleece but a fiscal fiasco. 

While private money market managers, (investing exclusively in 
safe government or government backed securities) earned 13% interest 
on their investments, in 1980 the Treasury managers, (investing 
exclusively in safe government of government backed securities) 
earned only 8.3% interest. While giving the appearance of safety, 
the result was a sorry return. 

A report of the Trustees of the Social Security Trust Funds 
indicated that the three Social Security Funds (Old Age and 
Survivors Insurance, Disability Insurance, and Hospital Insurance) 
earned only 8.3% interest on their $47 billion portfolio in fiscal 
year 1980. The difference between that figure and what competent 
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Department of Commerce's Economic Development Administration 

Granted to the Administration for spending $200,000 to build an 
800 foot limestone replica of the Great Wall of China in Bedford, 
Indiana as a follow up to its $500,000 grant to that Hoosier community 
for the building of a ten story high limestone model of the Great 
Pyramid of Egypt. 

While there are sharp budget cuts being made in social programs 
from medical care to education of the disadvantaged, the EDA adds 
money for these make work memorials to the limestone industry. How 
can the EDA justify such an ironic and outrageous expenditure of 
public funds? How can there be a renewed commitment to the private 
sector if the taxpayers are required to support the building of this 
local tourist attraction? 

This project, initiated under the Carter Administration, has now 
been expanded into the Reagan Administration. 

National Science Foundation 

Granted to the Foundation for spending $144,-012 to test commonly 
accepted, historically proven, fundamental economic principles of 
supply and demand--ON PIGEONS. 

The researchers coo while the taxpayers get billed. 

While it may be said that our current economy is going to the dogs, 
the NSF apparently felt it had to go to the pigeons and rats to prove 
it. This is one project that should be pigeonholed pronto. 

Ordinarily, experimental animals tests are performed as a 
preliminary to find out if principles or procedures can be:applied to 
man. In this case proven principles already applied to man were 
tested on animals. 

Technically, the methodologies and mechanics appear to be correct 
and without fault. The problem was that the Foundation and its 
researchers were so enchaned with the means and methods, that they 
failed to comprehend the ends. One can paraphrase what George 
Santayana said about fantacism namely that it means "...redoubling 
one's efforts after having lost sight of one's aims." 

Federal Highway Administration 

Granted to the Administration for the worst record of civillian 
cost overruns in the Federal Government. Mismanagement, delays, and 
confusion in the construction of our interstate highway system 
have caused a 267 percent, $100 billion cost overrun that dwarfs 
any other civil project. While it is said that the road to hell is 
paved with good intentions, no one expected this to apply to the 
U.S. highway program. 

The numbers involved are so staggering that they numb the mind. 
When Congress first approved the estimates for the Interstate Highway 
System in 1958, the firm, hard figures showed a cost of $37.6 billion. 
Now that same program stands at $137.9 billion, an increase of 
$100.3 billion. 



-10-

The blame for this mammoth cost overrun cannot be placed solely 
at the doorstep of inflation. Of the current $100.3 billion overrun, 
$55.9 billion represents inflation. Taking inflation out entirely 
still leaves an unbelievable "real" overrun of $44.4 billion or more 
than the project was supposed to cost in the first place. 

Department of Defense (DOD) 

Granted to the DOD for running a $13,000 six year program in which 
a bull was tested for possible biological effects resulting from a 
submarine communications device--a study later found useless by Navy 
officials. Long subject to local rumors, the story of "Sylvester the 
Bull" was recently confirmed in official Navy correspondence to me. 

While the award this month is not as large as other expenditures, 
the wasted $13,000 represents about the average annual income of a 
typical Wisconsin family. 

The "bull" program began because William Clements, Deputy Secretary 
of Defense, and now Governor of Texas, mistakenly told a congressional 
committee chairman in 1974 that a bull was being used to determine 
if the Extremely Low Frequency (ELF) system, composed of 28 miles 
of above ground cables which transmit waves into the atmosphere and 
down into the water to waiting submarines, produced environmental 
conditions that could harm people, or animals. 

The Department spent $13,000 to purchase and keep a Hereford 
bull, nicknamed Sylvester, in order to make good the statement by 
Secretary Clements that the ELF facility at Clam Lake, Wisconsin, 
had been tested on cattle. The Navy kept the charade going for six 
years until Sylvester was needlessly killed in 1980. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

Granted to the USDA for spending $40,000 for a study entitled 
"Food Preferences and Social Identity." This study, which took a 
year to complete, tried to demonstrate the old saw, "You Are What 
You Eat," claiming that people who have a certain kind of personality 
eat certain kinds of foods. 

My answer to this is "So What?" Who cares what it means when you 
eat carrots instead of caviar? Here's a $40,000 study calculated 
to make the American taxpayer eat his heart out! 

The grant was made by the Competitive Research Grants Office of 
the USDA's Science and Education Administration. 

National Endowment for the Arts 

Granted to the organization for giving a $7,000 grant for a sound 
and light show at the state capitol in Madison, Wisconsin. According 
to the.sponsors, the purpose of this winter-night happening was to 
"turn Wisconsin's state capitol building into a geometrically-tuned 
instrument which will bring together and send forth human and planetary 
energies in a message of world peace." While attempting to tune-in 
and turn-on, this project has only turned-off the American taxpayers. 

The history of this project demonstrates the mindless and wasteful 
ways in which federal funds are spent. 
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Small Business Administration (SBA) 

Granted to the SBA for providing two loan guarantees--almost a 
million dollars in total--to a California aquatic park for a giant 
water sli e and other construction. This is a prime example of how 
Uncle Sam's credit budget has exploded in recent years, and shoved 
credit sensitive housing and auto industries down the slide and into 
the drink in the process. 

Waterworld, U.S.A. was the beneficiary of two loan guarantees--
each $498,400 for a total of $996,800. SBA rules forbid loan 
guarantees of more that $500,000, so in this case, one loan guarantee 
went to a development firm which lent, the money to Waterworld, while 
the other loan guarantee went to back up a loan a bank had guaranteed 
to Waterworld. 

In a loan guarantee, the federal government pledges to repay 
principal--in whole or in part--and interest on a loan in case of 
default by a borrower, thus reducing the lender's exposure to risk. 
If the loan goes bad, it's the taxpayer's dollars that are used to 
pay it off. 

The way this project is working out...people won't just go down 
a slide...it may be the taxpayers taking a bath since the owners 
and operators of the park had been in serious financial difficulty. 

Synthetic Fuels Corporation 

Granted to the Corporation for recently spending over $44,000 for 
a study which recommended increasing top salaries to as high as 
$190,000. They paid $35,000 for two consultants who submitted no 
reports. And they signed an overpriced $10 million lease for exclusive 
office space and then decorated the offices at a cost of $522,919. 

Congress created the Synthetic Fuels Corporation during 1979, at 
the height of the Iranian crisis. The Corporation provided loan 
guarantees, price guarantees, purchase agreements, and direct loans 
to subsidize the production of synthetic fuels. The Corporation uses 
the U.S. Treasury to borrow its money, and unfairly competes with 
farmers, small businessmen," and home buyers who try to find credit. 
The Corporation is authorized to underwrite up to $12 billion in credit 
by the end of fiscal year 1982, If will spend at least $186 million--
off-budget but federal funds--to select projects and administer loans 
and guarantees. 

Here are the facts of the spending splurge. The Corporation paid 
$44,226 for a study of its "salary structure." The study, delivered 
in December of 1981, recommended some extraordinary pay increases: 

Position 

Chairman 
President 
Senior Vice Pres., 

Proj ects 
Vice President, Projects 
Vice President, Admin. 
General Counsel 
Vice President, Finance 
Vice President, Tech. 5 

Engineering 

Current 

69,630 
69,630 
69,630 

62,500 
65,000 
52,750 
69,630 
69,630 

Salary Recommended 

190,358 
165,370 
113,881 

90,281 
85,990 
85,990 
89,145 
82,204 

Salary ^Increase 

173 
137 
64 

44 
32 
63 
28 
18 



78 
74 
68 , 
68 , 
56, 

,040 
,254 
,575 
, 196 
,712 

20 
14 
-2 
-2 
13 
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Inspector General 65,000 
Controller 65,000 
Vice Pres., External Relat. 69,630 
Director, Planning 69,500 
Dir. Socio-Econ. Planning 50,000 

United States Army Material Development and Readiness Command (DARCOM) 

Granted to DARCOM for spending $38 million over 13 years on a new 
gas mask that is no improvement over the masks it is designed to 
replace. If we didn't desperately need a new protective mask, this 
would be an amusing story about bureaucratic ineptness. 

DARCOM invested $38 million over the past thirteen years to 
develop a new protective mask called the XM30. This is intended to 
be a mulit-purpose, multi-service protective mask for use by pilots, 
tank commanders and many other military specialists as well as ground 
troops, to protect them against deadly poison gas or biological warfare. 
It and its companion masks should replace the twenty-seven year old 
M17A1 and several other masks for a variety of uses. 

In spite of heavy investment in the mask's development, the 
Army revealed at a recent "In Process Review" that it*does not feel 
that we could adequately control its quality while mass-producing it." 
Most of the participants at the review are not too sure that it 
would be worth producing at all. Principal among the objectors were 
the Army's Training and Doctrine Command, the Army Logistics Evaluation 
Agency, and the Marine Corps. 

The conclusion from the extensive operational testing of the mask 
is that its lighter weight and better visibility characteristics have 
given it but one operational advantage over the M17A1 and the other 
masks it is designed to replace. It affords a soldier better 
visibility for M16 rifle firing. In tests, of all other aspects, it 
was found that the utility of the XM 30 to be "substantially less than 
the standard masks." It was also found that the XM30 fails, on the 
average, every 46 hours--that's less than two days--compared to 1617 
hours--that's more than two months of continuous duty--between failures 
for the M17A1. 

That pricetag is conservatively estimated at an incredible $450 
million! Fortunately, the Army and the other services have had the 
wisdom to call a meeting to discuss the merits of proceeding with the 
program. The participants may be sufficiently choked up by the results 
of the operational testing to discontinue this program. I, for one, 
have been left gasping. 

Commerce and Labor Departments 

Granted to both agencies for shelling out over $700,000 to a non­
profit corporation which was supposed to teach minority youth how to 
make tee-shirts. Departmental auditors warned Commerce officials that 
the project was doomed to fail and fail it did. Not on? tee-shirt 
was produced for sale, not one minority youth found a job, but the 
taxpayer lost his shirt. 
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General Services.Administration (GSA) 

Granted to the GSA for "losing" 49,000 forms--the equivalent of 
open-ended airline tickets-'-with a potential value of at least $7 
million. Now that many taxpayers are taking their vacation, they must 
wonder if the government has taken them for yet another ride. 

GSA's regulations require that employees carefully control these 
forms because "In regard to obtaining airline tickets, (these forms) 
shold be considered and are as good as cash." GSA's Inspector General 
is now trying to find out the extent of the loss. 

Department of Commerce's Minority business Development Agency 

Granted to the Agency for spending $138,000 to conduct three 
management training seminars located at three star resort hotels. 
According to an agency memo the seminars would: 

"Ensure that ALL-repeat, ALL-agency personnel (from 
clerk-typists to the senior executives) are 'playing 
from the same, score* in the MBDA symphony! Put another 
way, we'll all be marching to the same drummer for the 
first time in the Agency's history. 

Last winter, the Inspector General of the Commerce Department 
issued a report highly critical of the operation of this agency 
responsible for assisting the development of minority-owned businesses. 
On May 3, 1982, the agency hired an outside consultant to plan and 
run training sessions to improve the functioning of the agency. 

The three,, 6-day seminars are scheduled to take place at the Omni 
Hotel, Norfolk, Virginia, and the Half Moon Inn, San Diego, California. 
Dozens of MBDA employees have been flown into the Baltimore area from 
thr regional offices in San Francisco, Dallas, Atlanta, Chicago and 
New York. A total of 177 participants will attend the three seminars 
at a cost to the taxpayers of $138,000. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

GOLDEN FLEECE AWARDS - 1975 

Given to the Mggest, most ridiculous or most ironic example of government 
spending or waste. 

March: National Science Foundation 

For squandering $84,000 to t ry to find out why people fa l l in love. 
They say they want to study this especially between men and women. 

I object to this because no one—not even the National Science Foundatlon--
can argue that fal l ing in love is a science. Even i f they spend $84 mill ion or 
$84 b i l l i on , they wouldn't get an answer that anyone would believe. 

And I'm against i t because I don't want the answer. I believe that 
200 million other Americans want to leave some things in l i f e a mystery, and 
right at the top of the l i s t of things we don't want to know Is why a man fa l ls 
1n love with a woman and vice versa. 

NSF is also spending $15,000 to study hitchhiking; $81,000 to study the 
social behavior of the Alaskan Brown Bear; $25,000 to study primate teeth; 
and $112,000 to examine the African climate during the last Ice Age. 

Apr i l : National Science Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space Actninistration 
and the Office of Naval Research 

For spending over $500,000 in the last seven years to determine under 
what conditions rats, monkeys and humans bite and clench their jaws. From the 
findings of these studies i t is clear that the government paid a half mill ion 
dollars to find out that anger, stopping smoking and loud noises produce jaw 
clenching In people. 

All this money was given to Dr. Roland R. Hutchinson of Kalamazoo State 
Hospital in Michigan. Last year alone he spent over $200,000, of which more than 
$100,000 were federal funds. And what are some of the other results reached by 
these research projects 1n the last seven years? 

Dr. Hutchinson told NASA that people get angry when they feel cheated and 
tend to clench their jaws or even scream and kick. NSF learned that the 
researcher's monkeys became angry when they were shocked and would try to get 
away from the shock. In addition, NSF was informed that drunk monkeys do not 
usually react as quickly or as often as sober monkeys and that hungry monkeys 
get angry more quickly than well-fed monkeys. The Office of Naval Research 
appears to have gotten the same type of so-called research as did the NSF and NASA, 

I t 1s interesting to trace the history of these extremely similar and 
perhaps duplicative projects. In 1967 NSF gave Dr. Hutchinson $44,700 to study 
"Environmental and Physiological Causes of Aggression," For two years he studied 
the biting reactions of monkeys when they received electric shocks. He also 
compared their reaction while being given a nurtfcer of different drugs such as 
alcohol and caffeine. In 1969 the NSF gave him another $26,300 to continue these 
experiments. He received another grant, this one for $51,200 in 1970 from the 
NSF. In 1970 Dr. Hutchinson received a grant which ran for five years from 
the ONR to continue "research on subhuman primates to determine the environmental, 
physiological and blochanlcal factors responsible for the maintenance of aggressive 
behavior and systematic replication of results obtained in primates extended to 
human subjects." Total funding from the Navy ran to $207,000. During this 
period he applied for and received a $50,000 grant from NASA to developmeasureraents 
of latent anger or aggression in humans by means of jaw clenching. In addition 
he received his fourth NSF grant in 1972 for $51,800 in order to continue hi;s 
experiments on monkeys and extend the work to human jaw clenching. 

The funding of this nonsense makes me almost angry enough to scream and 
kick or even clench my jaw. I t ' s time for the federal govemment to get out of 
this monkey business. 



Hay: Selective Service System; Army Corps of Engineers. 

To the Selective Service System for a $98,029 contract i t awarded 
Mr. Kenneth Coffey to study the all-volunteer anny concept in a nunter of foreign 
countries two years after the all-volunteer army had been put into effect in 
the U.S. 

l ) 'Hr . Coffey negotiated the $98,029 contract from the Selective Service 
System while he was s t i l l the Public Relations Officer at the Selective Service 
System on Hay 11, 1973. He retired two weeks later, and the contract was 
awarded on June 15, 1973. 2) I t was a sole source contract, for which Hr. Coffey 
was the only applicant, 3 ) ' I t was done without advertising under a provision 
of the Selective Service Act authorizing "equipment and supplies" to be purchased 
without advertising or formal contract. Technically, the study was termed the 
purchase of "equipment." 4)'Mr. Coffey received for himself $30,000, $4,500 in 
fringe benefits, $7,000 for travel, $6,000 per diem for 175 days abroad, plus a 
$6,413 prof i t which he gained by Incorporating himself—for a total of $53,913. 
5) Finally, 1n the finest tradition of nepotism, Hr. Coffey's wife Osa was placed 
on the payroll as a part-time assistant. 

This may be the most expensive severance pay in the history of govemment. 

The Army Corps of Engineers shares the f ickle finger award for their 
backdoor attempt to coianit $6 to $10 b i l l ion to build a 'series of new locks and 
dams on the Mississippi River under a l i t t l e known 1909 law designed merely for 
the maintenance, repair or replacement of existing structures. 

The law'(33 DSC, Sec. 401) requires specific Congressional legislative 
authority for any dam or other structure in a navigable river of the United States. 
But using the excuse of the 1909 law, which allows for maintenance or replacement 
of existing structures, the Army Engineers are building an entirely new lock and 
dam. Number 26, at Alton, I l l i no i s , two miles downstream from the existing lock 
and dam, with two new 1200 foot locks, over twice as long as the existing locks. 
While the original lock and dam Number 26 was completed in 1938 for less than 
$30 mi l l ion, the new dam downstream wi l l cost from $400 to $450 mil l ion. 

But the consequences of the action are far greater. I f the Army Engineers 
get by with this action, they can replace any of the other 27 locks and dams 
on the Mississippi and 7 locks and dams on the I l l ino is River without specific 
approval. This would cost from $6 to 10 b i l l i on . 

June: Congress 

For l iv ing high off the hog while much of the rest of the country 1s suffer­
ing economic disaster, 

1) The Senate has just approved the addition of up to three new coitmittee 
staff employees per Senator at a salary of $33,975 each. While a l l Senators 
may not use their fu l l allotment and add 300 employees at a cost of $10.2 mi l l ion, 
i t is estimated that about half the number at a cost of $4 to $6 mil l ion wi l l 
be added. 

2) Unfortunately, the Senate in enlarging i ts perquisites and prerogatives 
has taken i ts cue from the House of Representatives. Earlier in the year the House 
Administration Committee increased the expense allowances for equipment, t ravel, 
newsletter, phones, etc., by $23,000 a Member for a total cost of $10 mil l ion. 
The House I tse l f then added some 735 staff positions for Members and committees 
at an additional minimum cost of $6 mil l ion. 

3} The Senate is now constructing a third Senate Office Biilding at a 
cost of $85 mil l ion. So far there is an overrun of $37 mi l l ion, or 78Ï over the 
original estimate of $48 mil l ion. 

4) The ultimate Congressional absurdity is the $1.3 million the House 
wi l l spend to automate 19 elevators while retaining operators to run them. In 
this instance the House is merely following the lead of the Senate, where the 
automatic elevators in the Dirksen Building are routinely run by operators. 

Congress owes i t to the public to l ive simply. Senators and Congressmen 
should not be too far removed from the t r ia ls and tribulations of the average 
citizen whom they represent. 



July: Bureau of Land Management 

For requiring useless paperwork on a contract that resulted in a $4000 
piece of equiiwient costing over $15,000. 

The Bureau of Land Management issued 165 pages of requirements, including 
23 fold-out diagrams, for f i re equipment to be placed on two pick-up trucks. 
The f i re equipment could have been supplied for $4,000 per unit without the 
complicated and massive govemment requirements detailing the placement of every 
screw and bolt. In order to bid, the firm would have had to charge three to 
five times higher than a conmercial order and hire 8-10 people for pushing paper 
alone. The solicitation for bids was sent to 41 companies. Only two responded 
with a bid. The low estimate won at a level of $15,497 per unit (not including 
the trucks). 

The effect of the overwhelming paperwork burden is to squeeze small 
business out of govemment work and to inf late the cost of procurement for 
government agenices. 

I t has been estimated that the total cost to the federal govemment and 
private business for f i l l i n g out of f ic ia l forms runs as high as $35 b i l l ion 
annually. Over 130 million manhours a year are lost on paper shuffling. And 
the amount of paperwork is increasing each year. 

August: Federal Aviation Administration 

For a $57,800 study of the body measurements of air l ine stewardess trainees. 
The study was done ostensibly for the design of safety equipment, but the 
103-page report dealing with 79 measurements from head to foot seems l ike a bust 
to me. 

As the study says. "Although a l l airl ines recruit stewardesses from the 
same general population of young females, each has i ts own selection standards 
for age, height, weight, education, and other variables," Thus, the sample of 
the 423 American Airl ine stewardess trainees is unrepresentative of the air l ine 
stewardesses as a whole and is therefore completely useless. 

Information of equal value was available from anthropometric data already 
gathered on WAF recruits, student nurses and college women as well as the known 
minimum-maximum requirements of the airl ines for height, weight, age, hip girth,etc. 

Some of the 79 individual measurements appear to be either unnecessary 
or irrelevant in any case. Detailed measurements were made of body features 
such as the skinfold of the upper arm and the posterior calf ; the vertical height 
of the sphyrion; the popliteal length of the buttocks; the transverse distance 
between the centers of the anterior superior i l iac spines; the knee to knee 
breadth while s i t t i ng ; the maximum horizontal width of the jaw across the gonial 
angles and the height of the nose. 

Besides, why should the government spend taxpayers' money to do this study 
at all? I t is proper for the FAA to set standards and to require the airl ines 
and aircraft manufacturers to l ive up to thera, but the cost of the research and 
i ts application should be borne by the airl ines or aircraft manufacturers. 

September: Department of the Navy 

For using 64 aircraft to f l y 1334 officers to the Hilton Hotel in Las Vegas 
for a reunion of a private organization during the height of the energy cr is is . 

During the September, 1974, reunion of the Tailhook Assocation the Navy 
placed 64 ai rcraf t , ranging from tactical fighters to VIP je ts , at,the service of 
1334 Navy officers throughout the country who needed transportation to Las Vegas. 
The f l ights cost more than $191,000 in tax funds and squandered 347,000 gallons 
of fuel in the midst of the most severe energy crisis the nation has ever faced. 



The Tailhook Association is a private, non-governmental organization 
made up of active duty, reserve and retired mil i tary aviators and civi l ians 
interested In aircraft carrier affairs. 

The f l ights were authorized by the Chief of Naval Operations and just i f ied 
as "space required" travel. None of the officers carried the required docu-
mantation for "space required" travel, however, and none was involved in a 
temporary or permanent change of station as required by the regulation. The 
designation was a subterfuge. 

Many aircraft were taken off operational duty for üiese f l ights . The 
giant a i r l i f t was of such magnitude that i t required the assignment of 13 
Navy personnel for ground support and administration. 

Considering that i t wi l l take weeks to reinforce our troops in Europe by 
a i r , there is great comfort in noting that the Navy can quickly a i r l i f t thousands 
of officers to Las Vegas in the face of a compelling requirement. Where 
there's a w i l l , there's a way. 

October: National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 

For spending millions of dollars to f ind out I f drunk f ish are more 
aggressive than sober f ish , i f young rats are more l ikely than adult rats to 
drink booze in order to reduce anxiety, and i f rats can be systematically turned 
into alcoholics. 

The NIAAA has the Important responsibility of combating the most extensive 
and tragic drug problem facing our nation. They t e l l us of their need for 
additional funds, yet they have wasted funds on the following studies: 

— $102,000 to study the effects of alcohol on aggressive behavior 
in a species of sunfish. One experiment w i l l measure the effects of gin com­
pared to tequila in a fighting test. NIAAA seems to be interested in testing 
what i t means to be "stewed to the g i l l s . " Or perhaps they want to understand 
vilat is really behind the expression "drinks l ike a f i sh . " In any case, the 
application of this "fishy" research to understanding the problems of alcoholism 
and aggression in himans wi l l not be swallowed hook, l ine and sinker by the 
Anerican taxpayer. 

— At the same time the MIAAA is funding the f ish study, they are also 
funding another $90,000 study by the same researcher. In this one attempts are 
being made to turn rats into alcoholics by making them neurotic. The rats are 
placed In insolvable situations or given unpredictable rewards and shocks. 

The rationale for this waste of taxpayers' money Is to create an animal 
model of alcohol consumption whichwoiilüthen give NIAAA a better understanding 
of human alcoholism, but the f ish and rat are so much lower on the evolutionary 
scale than man that the result of these experiments w i l l t e l l us very l i t t l e . 
I f anything, about the nature of complex human problans such as alcoholism. 

I t is time for the NIAAA to take a hard and sober look at i ts research 
priorit ies and concentrate i ts effort on overcoming the tragic problem of 
alcoholism in America. 

November: Frank Zarb, Administrator of the Federal Energy Administration 

For spending $25,000 and using almost 19,000 gallons of fuel in the ten 
months since January 1 , 1977, jet t ing about the country in chartered aircraft 
urging businessmen and dv i c groups to economize on energy resources. 

Since January 1, 1975, this winged wastrel of energy, fuel and taxpayers' 
money has used chartered Air Force and private aircraft on 13 trips to various 
ci t ies around the country. Oi 7 of the 13 tr ips Administrator Zarb's basic 
purpose was to convince local business or civic groups of the need to conserve 



fuel. In half or imre of the total cases, Hr. Zarb flew in a plush, four-engine 
A1r Force je t which burned enough fuel in an hour to supply the average 
American driver with enough gasoline to drive for an entire year. 

In many instances comnercial f l ights were available at a much lower 
cost. For example, the cost of Hr. Zarb's chartered round-trip f l i gh t to 
L i t t le Rock on Hay 9 was more than 20 times greater than the round-trip conmercial 
coach fare. 

Hr. Zarb is a hard working, conscientious administrator. He should re­
cognize, however, the supreme irony that the leading advocate of energy con­
servation presents to the nation when he fa i ls to practice what he preaches. 

DecCTiber: The White House 

For i ts efforts to add to i ts empire through increased funds for consultants, 
contingencies, travel and high level personnel while calling for austerity from 
the rest of the government. 

— The White House has dramatically increased funding for 'consultants' 
from an in i t i a l $250,000 in FYÔB to a whopping $3,850,000 in FY76. This is an 
increase of $1.6 mill ion since Hr. Ford became President. 

— In FY76 the White House requested a 10ÛÏ increase (to $1,000,000) for 
the discretionary contingency fund called "unanticipated needs." The funds 
can be used for any act1v1ty--at home or abroad--the President decides is In 
"furtherance of the national Interest." 

" In FY75 without any legislative authorization travel funds for the 
White House staff (not the President)'were increased from $40,000 to $100,000. 

- - The White House now has 54 aides earning between $37,800 and $44,600 
a year,'(No less than 9 of these are Executive Level 2 positions although there 
are only 16 other Executive Level 2 spots throughout the rest of the government.) 
This year the White House requested authority from Congress to hire an unlimited 
number of these high level employees; however, the House of Representatives, 
over White tkiuse opposition, placed a ceiling of 95 on the number of supergrade 
and Executive Level positions in the White House. 

Fleece of the Year: Department of the A1r Force 

For operating a $66 mill ion f leet of 23 plush jets used solely to transport 
top government off ic ials at a cost to the taxpayers of over $6 mill ion a year. 
This l i t t l e known executive air l ine is called the 89th Military A i r l i f t Wing 
and Is based at Andrews Air Force Base near Washington, D.C. 

This f leet cost the taxpayers $66.7 million to purchase. Operation and 
maintenance costs run from $2,206 an hour to $155 an hour for the smaller planes. 
In the f i r s t ten months of 1975 the 89th made 975 f l ights carrying government 
of f ic ia ls as passengers at a cost of over $6 mil l ion. 

In fairness to the Air Force this Fleece of the Year should be shared by 
a l l the government bigshots who insist on such special treatment at the expense 
of the taxpayers. 849 of these f l ights were undertaken for high ranking defense 
o f f ic ia ls . Treasury Department off ic ials used these executive jets on 67 
occasions, the State Department 26 times, the Federal Energy Administration 11, 
ERDA 8, and NASA 6. There were a number of other miscellaneous f l ights. 

Military aides who accompany the passengers on these f l ights to serve 
food and drink and assist in their comfort are just i f ied by the AF "for passenger 
safety." 

The stupidity of this massive a i r l i f t is that in almost every case, 
conmercial f l ights were available to the same destination. Conmercial f l ights 
would not only save the government hundreds of thousands of donars-- l f not 
millions—but they would also help the depressed D,S. air l ine industry. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI> 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.Il. TUESDAY, !̂ARCH 11, 197S FOI TJESDAY E-Is 

Sen. VJilliæn Proxnire (D-'îis.) said on Tuesday, '"^^ choice for the biggest 

waste o£ the taxpayer's money for tlie month o£ I'arch has to be the National 

Science Foundation's squanderini^ of $34,000 to t ry to find out nfiy people fa l l 

in love." 

The ''Jisconsin Senator saiâ , ''This was the f i r s t of a series of monthly awards 

i ^ c h M3uld be clijîaxed by an annual biggest Traste of the year ai'iard.-' 

Proxinire, irfio i s Oiairman of the Senate Anpropriations SiÆicomnittee that 

handles funding for the national Science Foundation said: 

"The Hational Science Foundation i s devoting $34,000 to study people's 

d^)endence on each other in ndiat they ca l l 'romantic love ' . They say they want 

to stai/ t h i s especially between men and wraoen. 

"îtow t3iey are also spending $15,000 to s tu i^ hitchhildng. 

'Tliey are going to spend $81,000 to study the social behaviour of the 

Alaskan Brown Bear. 

"They are putting $25,000 into the study of pricate tee th . 

''And $112,000 to exanáne the African clÎEate during the l a s t Ice Age. 

"These are a few of thei r candidates for the biggest waste of the taxpayers' 

money. 

••But the biggest waste has to be $54,300 to find out vAiy or how or i f or 

how long people f a l l in love. 

"I object to th is not only because no one - not even the Hational Science 

Foyndation - can argue tímt fal l ing in love i s a science; not only because I'm sure 

that even i f tiiey spend $84 million or $84 b i l l ion they wouldn't get an answer 

that anyone vreuld believe. I'm against i t because I dce ' t want the answer. 

•*I belieire that 200 million other Americans want to leave scene things in 

l i f e a cystery, and r ight at the top of things we don't want to biow i s vÆiy a 

man fa l l s in love with a Vfoman and vice versa. 

'Tiere we liave a case vaiers the National Science Foundation not only cannot 

give us an answer for the $84,000 they are charging to taxpayers, but even i f they 

could give an answer vje wouldn't trant taa hear i t . 

"So National Science Foundation - get out of the love raclcet. Leave 

that to Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Irving Berlin. Here i f ainynAere Alexander 

Pope was r i ø i t vÄien he observed, ' I f ignorance i s b l i s s , O S folly*to'^be"'wise'." 



SEN vTGî  i . i i .Llr . r . l?ROAMIR£ 

a a í ¿ C t á e s 

FroK-Tjir* îs Chalræan oí" tl-.e Se.-.ati Appi-oLviiiticric Sjí^.-csoilttee that rsJÍ.aw3 the budget 

In a Etaîeinsac irran his ifashi.P-ítnn office, the Msc-jnsin Senator said, "The Na'.ior^al 

:icisr.cs Fcu:sáaMen'í s-jiKsary sf tliia orcjic'. sL^itss V.iâ  'social psycholaglsts hava ger.araliy 

fit iidiiy lîito fnis fraaework, ths liivsstigator vîl l turn to Sohsctar's theory tc explain 

strc-i ii.tî-rperscnal aStractic-n. ' 

"In lanç'.ag^ which Ii sqaall;' •Jn-;l23j-_^¡!eJJGî^îrortj!Àrtii^5^_s_ti^ 

vill rsly priiïarlly on ' Uie iairlicutloiiÆ cl Scllactar'a general theory of smction, which 

auggasts thoî  the emotion an índiyídiiíL.! will experience daper.ds on hov he labels his 

"selinF.i. ' In an attfimpt to explain 'strong interparsopAl attraoticr. ' , the rasearctiers 

" 1 . How ,:an arousal 'as best àefinedî 

"2. Can ths seae fcrni of physiological arousal rfillj generate a i l or aiaiost a l l , 

ecotlons — givao appropriate labeling? aad 

to occur? 

"ir scholars vish io osi.lte this kind of íitudy laJei.-ínánn'Jy, of c-Jurse, they ars fre; to 

do 5;!, but tc ST̂ .lt ths taspayer fcr nio:'= tiicr. a quarter of a million dollars ia a disgrace. 

"One cf the eiethoda ths iiî'.'eetiaator uses to raaasure arousal is Lo gi-je tartlcipating 

st-joents ht Ehî u'iiïîrsity cafxeiiiG tablets, and then ai-raiigs a 'sluuiated dat»' in the 

laborntcry for thp studsnts «ItJ! Oiäiiihsrs of the oppositî sfix. 

"This $260,000 project seeas destinad to join similar !ÎSF-fu.-.dec st^^dies at Harvard 

fíl£l,60G) and the Ui.iversity of Niif.nîsota {ÎBh.OCO} i.-i e, r-atll.e a.id w.stefu! effort U 

define tha Ijipossiijli. ?or ¡ay own part, I do not care vhether the project la done at 

iiarvard or at Minnsaota or my hcicE st,ate of Wisconsin. If I t ' s a bad project and a waste of 

thi taxi-ay-rs' money, I t should net \s done at any of Lhasa placa;. 

"Ths ilaticnal Scisncî Fcuni^tUT. ccdld apiînd i t s antire $750,CCC,CCC FY 1S76 budget 

"I think i t is timü the NRtiar^l Heisnes Foundation put a stop to this Federal version 



"Thf NnLlonitl Solenof Foundnllon fallu Lo r^rnp.nÍT.r two fundanipn tu I poSntfl; 

1) The Federal tmdr.et t s liinifced 

2} There ie an endleso unlimited variety of problems we could spend Federal 

money exploring. This means the Hational Science Ftmndation should operate' under a system 

of rigorous p r t o r l t l e a , expending tfie ta ipayers ' money only in those areas vhere there i s 

an urgent need to l̂ tiow, 

"Passionate love and sexual arousal «re fascinating Guhjects. Thousands of people have 

been wr i t ing , taUclng about and studying t h i s favori te subject of mankind for c en tu r i e s . 

The recent flood of books, Brøvies, and Ï'/ exposit ions overwhelm any Interested reader . 

Free enterpr ise and the p ro f i t motive have not , are not and w i l l not neglect the r ich 

pay-off In th i s f i e l d . Indeed we are alœcst drowning in an ocean of sex discussions. 

"For the Federal government, under these circumstances, t o get Involved with a 

National Science Foundation award of hundreds of thousands of do l la rs of the taxpayers ' 

money to explain even more about what we feel when we are 'doing what comes na tu ra l ly ' 

cons t i tu tes an appalling disregard of any reasonable system of p r i o r i t i e s . " 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. FRIDAY. APRIL 18. 1975 

Senator William Proxmirs (D.-Wis) antiouncett on Friday, "Hy choice for the bolden 

Fleece'Award for the biggest waste of taxpayers' money for the month of April goes 

jo int ly to the National Science Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 

and the Office of Naval Research for spending almost $600,000 in the last seven years 

to determine under what conditions rats, monkeys and humans bite and clench their jaws. 

From the findings of these studies i t is clear that the Government paid a half mill ion 

dollars to find out that anger, stopping smoking, and loud noises produce jaw clenching 

in people." 
awards 

The Wisconsin Senator said, "This is the second in a series of fleece of the months 

which wi l l cUmax in a Biggest Waste of the Year Award. 

"All this money was given to Dr. Roland R. Hutchinson of Kalamazoo State Hospital 

in Michigan. Last year alone the good doctor spent over $200,000 of which more than 

$100,000 were federal funds. And what are some of the other results reached by 

these research projects in the last seven years? 

"Dr. Hutchinson told NASA that people get angry when they feel cheated and tend 

to clench their jaws or even scream and kick. NSF learned that Dr. Hutchinson's 

monkeys became angry when they were shocked and would try to get away from the shock. 

In addition, NSF was informed that drunk monkeys do not usually react as quickly or 

as often as sober monkeys and that hungry monkeys get angry more quickly than well-fed 

monkeys. 

"The Office of Naval Research appears to have gotten the same type of so-called 

research as did the NSF and NASA. 

" I t is very interesting to trace the history of these extremely similar and 

perhaps duplicative projects. In 1967, NSF gave Dr. Hutchinson $44,700 to study 

'Environmental and Physiological Causes of Aggression.' For two years Or. Hutchinson 

studied the biting reactions of monkeys when they received electric shocks. He also 

compared their reaction while being given a number of different drugs such as alcohol 

and caffeine. In 1969, the HSF gave Dr. Hutchinson another $26,300 to continue these 

experiments. He received another grant, this one for $51,200 in 1970 frcwi the NSF. 
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"By this time Dr. Hutchinson was ready to extend his work to human biting and jaw 

clenching. In 1970, Dr. Hutchinson received a grant which ran for five years from the 

ONR to continue 'research on subhuman primates to determine the environmental, physiolo­

gical and biochemical factors responsible for the maintenance of aggressive behavior and 

systematic replication of results obtained in primates extended to human subjects.' 

Total funding from the Navy ran to $207,000. 

"During this period. Dr. Hutchinson applied for and received a $50,000 grant from 

NASA to develop measurements of latent anger or aggression in humans by means of jaw-

clenching. In addition. Dr. Hutchinson received his fourth NSF grant in 1972 for 

$51,800 in order to continue his experiments on monkeys and extend the work to human 

jaw-clenching, 

"Dr. Hutchinson, who in addition to being Research Director at Kalamazoo State 

Hospital, is also an Adjunct Professor at Western Michigan University and President of 

his own non-profit Foundation for Behavior Research, has proposals presently pending 

before the NSF, the National Institute of Drug Abuse, and the National Institute of 

Mental Health to continue research on monkeys' drinking, drug and jaw clenching habits. 

I f Dr. Hutchinson is successful in this new grantsmanship attempt, he would receive 

an additional $150,000 of taxpayers' money. 

"The funding of this nonsense makes me almost angry enough to scream and kick 

or even clench my jaw. 

"Dr. Hutchinson's studies should make the taxpayers as well as his monkeys grind 

their teeth. In fact, the good doctor has made a fortune from his monkeys and in the 

process made a monkey out of the American taxpayer. 

" I t ' s time for the federal government to get out of this 'monkey business.' In 

view of the transparent worthlessness of Hutchinson's study of jaw-grinding and biting 

by angry or hard-drinking monkeys, i t ' s time we put a stop to the bite Hutchinson and 

the bureaucrats who fund him have been taking out of the taxpayer." 

Proxmire said that the public is urged to write him in Washington with suggestions 

for the "Golden Fleece of the Honth" for May. 

m§M§m 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

For Release af ter 6:30 a.m., Wedhesdaji May 26, 1975 

Senator William Proxmire'(D-Wis.) said Wednesday tha t "I am giving my 'Solden 

Fleece of the Month' award for May, for the biggest or most r idiculous waste of the 

taxpayers ' money, j o i n t l y to the Selective Service System and the Army Corps of 

Engineers. 

"I'm giving the 'Fleece of the Month' to the Selective Service System for a 

$98,029 contract i t awarded Mr. Kenneth Coffey to study the All-Volunteer Army concept 

in a number of foreign countries two years a f te r the All-Volunteer Army had been put 

into effect i n t h e United S ta tes , While the study had some merit, th i s is l ike the 

Redskins or Packers devising a Super Bowl s trategy af ter the Super Bowl is over. 

"The Army Corps of Engineers shares the f ick le finger award for t he i r backdooi 

attempt to commit $6 to $10 b i l l ion to build a se r ies of 'new' locks and dams on 

the Mississippi River under a l i t t l e known 1909 law designed merely for the maintenance, 

r epa i r , or replacement of ' ex i s t ing ' s t r u c t u r e s , " 

Proxmire, who is Chainnan of the Senate Banking Committee and of the Joint 

Economic coninittee's Subcoiranittee on P r i o r i t i e s and Economy in Government, will 

culminate the monthly "Golden Fleece" award with a "Biggest Waste of the Year" award. 

"A ser ies of unusual circumstances surrounding the Coffey study, en t i t l ed 

'Manning the U. S. Armed Forces in a Post All-Volunteer Force Era' was uncovered in 

hearings on the Selective Service System budget I held th i s month. They include: 

"1) Mr. Coffey negotiated the $98,029 contract from the Selective Service 

System while he was s t i l l the Public Relations Officer a t the Selective Service System 

on May 11 , 1973. He r e t i r ed two weeks l a t e r and the contract was awarded on June 15, 1973. 

"2) I t was a sole source contract for which Mr. Coffey was the only appl icant . 

"3) I t was done without advert is ing under a provision of the Selective Service 

Act authorizing 'equipment and suppl ies ' to be purchased without advert is ing or formal 

cont rac t . Technically the study was tenned the purchase of 'equipment.' 

"4) Mr. Coffey received for himself $3,000 a month for 10 months, or $30.000, 

$4,500 in fringe benef i t s , $7,000 for t r a v e l , $6,000 per diem for 175 days abroad, 

plus a $5,413 prof i t which he gained by Incorporating himself - - f o r a to ta l of $53,913. 

"5} Final ly , in the f ines t t r ad i t ion of nepotism, Mr. Coffey's wife. Osa 

Coffey, was placed on the payroll a s a part-time a s s i s t a n t . 

"This may be the most expensive severance pay in the his tory of the government. 

'(over) 



(2) 

or $30,000, $4,500 ln fringe benefits, $7,000 for t rave l . $6.000 per diem for 175 

days abroad, plus a $C,413 pro f i t which he gained by incorporating himsel f -or a 

total of $53,913. 

"5) Final ly, the f inest t radi t ion of nepotism, i-ir. Coffey's wife, Osa Coffey, 

was .placed on the payroll as a part time assistant. 

. "This may be the rrast expensive severance pcy in the history of the government. 

"t'lliile tha Selectiva Service System and fV. Coffey get the av?ard for redundant 

and unnecessary spending, the Army Corps of Enaineers is doing things in tfte grand 

sty le. 

"The law (33 U.S.C..Section 401) requires specif ic Congressional legis lat ive 

authority for an^ dam or other structure in a navigable r iver of the United States. 

"But using the excuse of the 1909 law, which allows for maintenance or replace-

• mefit of 'ex ist ing ' structures, the Army Engineers are building an ent irely new lock 

and Dam liumber 26 at Alton, I l l i no i s two miles downstream from the 'exist ing' lock 

and dam with two neii 120C foot locks, over tvjice as long as the existing locks. 

. "l lhile,the original Lock and Dam tiumber 26 was coinpleted In 1938 for less than $30 

n i l l i o n , the,new dam dotmstream w i l l cost from $400 to $450 mi l l ion . 

"But the consequences of the action are far greater. I f tlia-Artitv Engineers get 

by with th is action they can replace any of the other 27 locks and dams on the 

tlississippi and 7 locks and dans on the I l l i no i s River without specific approval. 

This would cost from 56 to $10 b i l l i o n . 

" I f they succeed they w i l l also have their foot 1n the door to accomplish their 

long proposed action to deepen the channel from S to 12 feet . The excuse w i l l be 

• that since the naw locks at Alton can take 17 barges and a towboat with 12 foot 

drafts—more than double the 8 barges and a towboat vfith 9 foot drafts in the 

existing locks—the other locks on the Mississippi and I l l i no i s Rivers should also 

be enlarged and deepened. 

"A Federal judge has already ruled that the 1909 Act cannot be used to authorize 

the new dam end locks, but only last week in the Senate the friends of the Corps 

attemptd to aff irm their actions through a r ider on tha Second Supplemental Appro­

priations b i l l , which fortunately the House k i l l ed . But the f ight Is far from over. 

The taxpayer ray s t i l l be fleeced to the tune of $6 to ÎIO b i l l i on by this project. 

" I f the Corps and their a l l ies get by with this action i t w i l l mean that the 

. biggest waterway project 1n the history of the world w i l l be bu i l t without specific 

approval. 

'•This action clearly (Qualifies for the 'Golden Fleece" award. fJo taxpayer 

r ip -o f f has exceeded i t . ' ' 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTFiJ 6:30 A.ri. HEDJiESDflY MAY 28, 1975 

Senator LMlliam Proxrnire (D-lJis.) said Hednesday that "I am giving 

my 'Golden Fleece of the iionth' award for Kay, for the bigrest or most 

ridiculous v/aste of the taxpayer's money, jointly to tha Selective 

Service Systeni and the Army Corps of Engineers. 

"I'm giving the 'Flaece of the f̂ onth' to the Selective Service '-

System for a $9S,029 contract it awarded fîr. Kennsth Coffey to study 

the All VoluntEsr Army concept in a number of foreign countries two 

years after the All Volunteer Array had been put into effect in the 

United States, llhile the study had some merit tliis is like the Red­

skins or Packers devising a super bowl strategy after the super bowl 

is over. 

"The Army Corps of Engineers share the fickle finger av;ard for 

their backdoor attempt to commit t& to $10 billion to build a series of 

'new' locks and dams on the Mississippi River under a little know 

1909 law designed merely for the maintenance, repair, or replacement 

of 'existing' structures. 

"Proxmire, who is Chairiüan of the Senate Banking Committee and 

of tha Joint Economic Committee's Subcommittee on Priorities and 

Economy in Government, will culminate the monthly "Golden Fleece" • 

award with a "Biggest Waste of tha Year" award. 

"A series of unusual circumstances surrounding the Coffey study, 

entitled 'i:anninr¡ the U.S. Arned Forces in a Post All-Volunteer Force 

ira' was uncovered in hearings on the Selective Service System budget 

I held this month. They include: 

"1) Mr. Coffey negotiated the $93,029 contract from the Selective 

Service System while he was still the Public Relations Officer at the 

Selective Service System on May 11, 1973. He retired two weeks later 

and the contract was aviarded on June 15, 1973. 

"2) It was a sole source contract for which ÎY. Coffey was the 

only apiilicant. 

"3) It was do"ie without advertising under a provision of the 

Selective Service Act authorizing 'equipment and supplies' to be 

purchased without advertising or formal contract. Technically the 

study was termed ths purchase o.f 'equipment. 

"4) rir. Coffey received for himself $3,000 a month for 10 months. 



"While the Selective Service System and Mr. Coffey get the award for redundant 

and unnecessary spending, the Army Crups of Engineers is doing things in the grand style. 

"The law [33 U.S.C, Section 401) requires specific Congressional legislative 

authority for any dam or other structure in a navigable r iver of the United States. 

"But using the excuse of the 1909 law, which allows for maintenance or replace­

ment of 'exist ing' structures, the Army Engineers are building an entirely new lock 

and dam. Number 26, at Alton, I l l i no i s , two miles downstream from the 'exist ing' lock 

and dam with two new 1200 foot locks, over twice as long as the existing locks. 

While the original lock and dam Plumber 2tj was completed in 1938 for less than $30 

mi l l ion, the new dam downstream w i l l cost from $400 to $450 mi l l ion. 

"But the consequences of the action are far greater. I f the Army Engineers 

get by with this action they can replace any of the other 27 locks and dams on the 

Mississippi and 7 locks and dams on the I l l ino is River without specific approval. 

This would cost from $6 to $10 b i l l i on . 

" I f they aicceed they wi l l also have their foot in the door to accomplish their 

long-proposed action to deepen the channel from 9 to 12 feet. The excuse wi l l be 

that since the new locks at Alton can take 17 barges and a towboat with 12 foot drafts--

more than double the 8 barges and a towboat with 9 foot drafts in the existing locks--

the other locks on the Mississippi and I l l ino is Rivers should also be enlarged and 

deepened. 

"A federal judge has already ruled that the 1909 Act cannot be used to authorize 

the new dam and locks, but only last week in the Senate the friends of the Corps 

attempted to affirm their actions through a rider on the Second Supplemental 

Appropriations b i l l , which, fortunately, the House k i l l ed . But the f ight is far from 

over. The taxpayer may s t i l l be fleeced to the tune of $6 to $10 b i l l ion by this project. 

" I f the Corps and their a l l ies get by with this action, i t w i l l mean that the 

biggest waterway project in tiie iiistory of the world w i l l be bui l t without 

specific approval. 

"This action clearly qualifies for the 'Golden Fleece' award. No taxpayer 

r ip-of f has exceeded i t . " 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

For reltøse-after 6:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 17, 1975. 

Senator William Proxmire,'(D-Wis) announced Tuesday that " I am giving 

my 'Golden Fleece of the Month' award for June to Congress for l iv ing high 

off the hog while much of the rest of the country is suffering economic 

disaster. 

"This is the fourth in the series of 'Fleece of the Month' awards which 

are given for the biggest or most ridiculous example of waste or rip-offs 

for the period. I t wi l l culminate in the 'Biggest Waste of the Year' award, 

" I am giving the award to Congress this month for a series of actions 

which must strain the credulity of the country. Here's why Congress deserves 

the award: 

"1) The Senate has just approved the addition of up to three new 

conmittee staff employees per Senator at a salary of $33,975 each. While 

a l l Senators may not use their f u l l allotment and add 300 employees at a 

cost of $10.2 mi l l ion, i t is estimated that about half the number at a cost 

of $4 to $6 mill ion wi l l be added. 

"This action, incredible as i t i s , is a watered down version of the 

original proposal sponsored by 56 of 100 Senators which called for more 

than 1,000 new employees at a cost of $40.9 mi l l ion. 

"The argument that bigger staffs are necessary to cut spending by the 

Executive Branch is wrong. Two of the most effective Congressional budget 

cutters, John Williams of Delaware and H. R. Gross of Iowa, operated with 

small but eff icient staffs. I have found in my own experience In taking on 

the SST, mil i tary waste and bureaucratic r ip-offs that one or two members 

of my own or committee staffs are far more eff icient than a Congressional 

bureaucracy. 

"2) Unfortunately the Senate in enlarging i ts perquisites and pre­

rogatives has taken i ts cue from the House of Representatives. Earlier 

in the year the House Administration Committee, through a series of orders, 

increased the expense allowances for equipment, t ravel, newsletters, phones, 

etc., by $23,000 a Member for a total cost of $10 mil l ion. The House i t se l f 

then added some 735 staff positions for Members and Comnlttees at an additional 

minimum cost of $6 mil l ion. 

(over)' 

/ 



"3) All this has reinforced the effort for more space and new buildings 

to house the added staff. The Senate is now constructing a third Senate 

Office Building at a cost of $85 million. So far there is an overrun of 

$37 million or 78 percent over the original estimate of $48 million. This 

makes the Senate's overrun record almost equal to that of the Department 

of Defense on weapons systems. 

"While the House turned i t down this year, the Architect of the Capitol 

is pressing for a fourth House Office Building for which the preliminary 

costs alone are $22.5 million. Because of the new staff increase i t s ultimate 

approval is inevitable. In view of the history in constructing the 

Rayburn Building, one can confidently predict a price tag of close to $200 

million for the project when i t i s approved. This would be $50 million 

more than the Sears building in Chicago which at 110 stories and 4.5 raillion 

square feet is both the t a l l e s t and largest private office building in 

the world. 

"4) The ultimate Congressional absurdity is the $1.3 million the 

House will spend to automate 19 elevators but retain the operators to run 

them. In th is Instance the House is merely following the lead of the Senate, 

where the automatic elevators in the Dirksen Office Building are routinely 

run by operaÈûrs. 

"Congress owes i t to the public to l ive simply. In thei r perquisites 

and s ty le of l iv ing. Senators and Congressmen should not be too far removed 

from the t r i a l s and tr ibulat ions of the average citizen whom they represent. 

The United States Is neither a monarchy nor an aristocracy, and Senators -

and Congressmen should not l ive l ike kings. Profligate spending brings 

Congress into disrepute and blunts our efforts to cut out the fat and waste 

in the executive agencies on grounds that we are hypocritical. 

"Congress deserves the 'Fleece of the Month' award for June. We 

should be admonished by the old phrase, 'Physician, heal thyself . '" 

umaømmHiHi 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY. JULY 29TH. 1975 FOR P.M.'s 

Senator WiHiam Proxmire (D~Wia.) Monday awarded his "Fleece of the Month" 

to the Bureau of Land Management for "requiring useless paperwork on a contract 

that resulted in an award almost four times too high." 

Each month a Golden Fleece ts given to the Institution most deserving of 

national recognition for wasting tax dollars. Prior awards have gone to the 

National Science Foundation, the Corps of Engineers and Congress. 

"The Bureau of Land Management earned the July Fleece," the Senator said 

In a statement from his Washington Office, "by issuing 155 pages of requirements. 

Including 23 fold-out diagrams, for fire equipment to be placed on two pick-up 

trucks." 

"The solicitation for bids was sent to 41 companies. Only two responded with 

a bid. The low estimate won at a level of $15,497 per unit (not including the 

trucks). 

"Why such a poor response? Because the paper-work accompanying the bid 

created so great a burden to the small companies in the fire equipment business that 

few could afford to bother. 

"According to one firm. Fire-X Corporation, the fire equipment could have 

been supplied for S4,000 per unit without the complicated and massive government 

requirements detailing the placement of every screw and bolt. In order to bid, 

the firm would have had to charge three to five times higher Chan a normal 

commercial order and hire 8-10 people for pushing paper alone. 

"The effect of the overwhelming paperwork burden la to squeeze small 

business out of govemment work and to inflate the cost of procurement for 

government agencies, 

"It has heen estimated that the total cost to the federal government and 

private business for fllUng out official forms runs as high as S36 billion 

annually. Over 130 million manhours a year are lost on paper shuffling. And 

the amount of paper work is increasing each year—by 50 percent since 1967 

according to one account. 

"The Bureau of Land Management is not the only agency suffering from paper 

paralysis. It Is an epidemic throughout government. The fire equipment case-

showing a threefold Increase in cost to the taxpayers—unfortunately is represen­

tative of the larger problem." 

(OVER) 
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"In order to cut down on wasteful and unnecessary paperwork, I have 

introduced a Form Reform Bill which will abolish every government form over 

a five-year period. Before any new or old form could be used it would have to be 

simplified and certified as necessary by the Comptroller General." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6r3Ö'ft.H-. THURSDftY.-AUGUST'2K 1975 

"A $57,800 study of the body measurements of air l ine stewardess trainees 

by the Federal Aviation Adninistration'(FAA) sizes up as m Solden Fleece of the 

Honth award for August," Senator Williain Proxmire'(D-Wis) announced Thursday. 

"The study was done ostensibly for the design of safety equlfMnent, 

but the 103 page report dealing with 79 measurements from head to foot seems 

l ike a bust to me," Proxmire said. 

The "Golden Fleece" award Is given monthly by Proxmire for the biggest 

or most ridiculous example of government waste. I t w i l l culminate in the "Fleece 

of tbe Year" award. 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Priorit ies and Economy in Government 

Subconrilttee of the Joint Economic Conmittee as well as the Senate Banking Comiittee 

and the Subconmittee on HUD-Independent Agencies of the Appropriations Committee. 

"A well-turned ankle or calf may help in getting a job for a would-be 

stewardess. Yet the study showed that the young women calipered at the American 

Airlines Stewardess Training Academy in Fort Worth, Texas, may be unique. Each 

of the 54 other North American airl ines employing stewardesses could very well have 

i ts own set of anthropometric figures. 

"Why? Because as the study says, 'Although al l airlines recruit 

stewardesses from the same general population of young feneles. each has i t s own 

selection standards for age, height, weight, education, and other variables.' 

"Whether measured in Inches or centimeters, the 'Anthropometry of 

Airl ine Stewardesses' done by the FAA doesn't measure up to the $57,800 spent. 

"A waist breadth, waist circumference or waist depth is just plain waste. 

"In addition to the fact that the sample of the 423 fcnerican Air l ine 

stewardess tralneses is unrepresentative of the air l ine stewardesses as a whole, 

the study has fatal flaws. Here's why: 

"Ftrst, even among the stewardess trainees studied, measurements differed 

widely. Weight varied from 94 to 145 pounds; height from 5 '1" to 6 ' 1 " ; busts from 

29 to 37.5 inches; and waists from 21 to 28 inches. The results are of limited value 

1n designing safety equipnent because of the major deviations even among those 

studied. About a l l that can be said to aircraft designers Is that stewardesses are 

young women with the body measurements of young women. 



"Second, information of equal value was available from anthh>pometr1c 

data already gathered on WAF rec ru i t s , student nurses and college women as well 

as the known minimum-maximum requirements of the a i r l i ne s for height, weight, 

age, hip g i r t h , e t c . 

"Third, some of the 79 individual measurements appear to be e i ther 

unnecessary or i rrelevant measurements in any case. Detailed measurements 

were made of body features such as the skinfold of the upper arm and the 

posterior calf; the vertical height of the sphyrion; the popliteal length of 

the buttocks; the transverse distance between the centers of the anter ior 

superior i l i a c spines; the knee to knee breadth while s i t t ing} the maximum 

horizontal width of the jaw acress the gonial angles; and the height of the nose. 

"Finally, i t Is questionable why the government should spend 

taxpayers' money to do th is study at a l l . I t 1s proper for the FAA to se t 

standards and to require the a i r l ines and a i rc ra f t manufacturers to meet them. 

But the cost^of the research and i t s application should be borne by the a i r l ines 

or a i rc ra f t manufacturers. If the costs were borne by the private profit-making 

companies there would be a greater incentive to do needed studies rather than 

duplicative or unnecessary ones such as the 'Anthropometry of Airline Steward­

esses ' based upon a useless sample. 

" I t is clear that the FAA, in th is redundant study. Is 'Doing 

What They Do Bes t . ' " 

tammmitim** 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WLSCONSVN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A_.M,_,lEDHESDftX.^Ayr,!J^TJ2^g^5 FOR WEDHËSDAY P.M.'s 

" Is i t worth more than $1 m i l l i o n of federal money to probe marijuana 

e f fec ts on sexual a rousa l , hypnosis, f a c i a l expresMons of Americans, marijuana use 

among the Zulus and the use of Qat by the people in the Arabian Peninsula?" 

Senator VlUl iam Proxmire (D-Wis) says, " no . " On Wednesday, he c r i t i c i z e d 

the National I n s t i t u t e on Drug Abuse f o r funding these s tud ies . 

Proxmire s a i d , "The NIOA has the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r f i g h t i n g one of the 

most ser ious and t rag i c socia l problems i n our soc ie ty , but where i n heaven's name are 

t t i e i r p r i o r i t i e s ? 

"Consider how outrageously i r r e l e v a n t the fo l lowin f ! studies are to the 

drug problem in America today; 

"A recent two-year grant fo r $121,000 by NIDA to a researcher involves the 

study of the e f fec ts of marijuana on male sexual arousal r e s u l t i n g from the viewing of 

pornographic f i lms by co l lege students. This is one of the most shocking examples 

of the ' federa l love machine' I have ever found. 

" In one expensive, but t o t a l l y i r r e l e v a n t s tudy, NIDA spent $353,000 i n order 

to f i n d out that marijuana smoking does not r e s u l t in people becoming more eas i l y 

hypnotized. Unfortunately fo r tde taxpayers, the researcher i s so uncerta in o f the 

accuracy andnieaning of h is conclusions tha t NIDA fee ls ob l iga ted to give the research 

s t i l l more money to repeat and expand t h i s r i d i cu lous research, 

" In another s tudy , $80,000 has been spent on measuring the in f luence o f 

marijuana and alcohol on a person's a b i l i t y to recognize and simulate f a c i a l expressions 

of emotion such as f e a r , anger, and happiness. Taxpayers w i l l be happy to learn t h a t 

t h e i r disgusted fee l ings toward t h i s study can be accurate ly recognized by most drunks. 

" S t i l l other studies funded by NIDA inc lude : 

"$275,000 to study the use of Qat, a drug s i m i l a r to benzidr ine obtained 

by chewing the leaves of a bush, by the people of North Yemen, i n the Arabian Peninsula. 

"$174,000 to study the soc iocu l tu ra l aspects of marijuana use by the 

Zulu people o f South A f r i c a . 

"With the level o f drug add ic t i on doubl ing in only the l a s t 3-4 yea rs , the 

funding by NIDA of these so-ca l led s c i e n t i f i c studies cons t i tu tes an appa l l i ng d isregard 

of any reasonable system o f p r i o r i t i e s . I t i s time f o r NIDA to stop wasting taxpayers ' 

money on useless research and concentrate i t s e f f o r t on overcoming the n a t i o n ' s drug 

abuse problem." 



OFFICEOF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 AH, MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 15, 1975, FOR PH's 

' Senator William Proxm1re'(D-Mis)'Monday awarded his September "Fleece 

of the Month" to the Navy "for using 64 ai rcraf t to fly 1,334 officers to the 

Hilton Hotel in Las Vegas for a reunion of a private, non-governmental organization 

during the height of the energy c r i s i s . " 

Proxmire awards the "Golden Fleece" each month to the organization 

offering the best example of wasting or squandering tax funds. This month's award 

Is based on a lengthy investigation made by the General Accounting Office at Proxmire's 

request and made available to him several days ago. 

"During the September 6î 8, 1974, reunion of the Tailhook Association," 

the Senator said In a speech on the Senate f loor, "the Navy placed 6A a i rc raf t , ranging 

from tact ical fighters to VIP j e t s , at the service of 1,334 Navy officers throughout . 

the country who needed transportation to Las Vegas. 

"The fl ights cost more than $191,000 in tax funds and squandered 347,000 

gallons of fuel in the midst of the most severe energy c r i s i s the nation has ever faced. 

"The fl ights were authorized by the Chief of Naval Operations and 

jus t i f ied as 'space required' t ravel . None of the officers carried the required 

documentation for 'space required' t rave l , however, and none was involved In a 

temporary or permanent change of station as required by regulation. The designation 

was a subterfuge. 

"Many aircraft were taken off operational duty for these f l igh t s , including 

C-9, C-nS, C-117 and CT-39 transports ; t r a ine r s ; A-7 and F-4 f ighters ; and the VIP 

configured C-131 and TA-3 planes. A number of fl ights were one-way and several forced 

cancellation of planned training exercises. 

"The giant a i r l i f t was of such magnitude that i t required the assignment 

of 13 Navy personnel for ground support and administration. 

"The Tailhook Association is a private, non-governmental organization, 

comprising active duty, reserve and ret i red military aviators and civi l ians interested 

in a i rcraf t carr ier a f fa i r s . About 1,600 personnel attended the reunion, according 

to the Association, Including one admiral, 6 vice admirals, 16 rear admirals 

69 captains, 1055 other off icers , 2 enlisted men, 40 naval reserv is t s , 146 Navy 

re t i red , 69 active duty Marines, 7 re t i red Marines, 8 other military off icers , 17 

federal enployee civil ians and 153 other c iv i l ians . 

More 



"Planes le f t for Las Vegas from California, Washington, D.C, Florida, 

Texas. Hississlppi, Louisiana, Virginia, Nebraska, Haryland, Pennsylvania, Arizona, 

. and one aircraft carrier (The Coral Sea). 

"The GAO has informed me that the Navy has decided that I t w i l l not 

.. provide aircraft support for this year's September meeting of the Tailhook Association 

in Las Vegas. 

"The Air Force was runner-up to the Havy In this month's contest." the 

Senator conmented. "On April 11-13, 1975, a group of 400 Air Force officers called 

the Red River Valley Fighter Pilots Association, nicknamed 'River Rats,' also held a 

social gathering In Las Vegas. 

"The officers of this private organization told investigators from the 

General Accounting Office that no government transportation was used for the reunion, 

except for transporting an Air Force general who was guest speaker. Nonetheless, the 

GAG found a number of aircraft f l ights Into nearby Air Force installations that 

carried Air Force officers attending the meeting. 

"The 'River Rats' refused to provide details to the GAO and blocked 

entrance to the meeting for 'security reasons.' 

"The Air Force also refused to provide details because they considered 

the 'River Rats' a private organization. 

"The GAG concluded that the l i t t l e Information provided by the 'River 

Rats' of f ic ia ls was 'inaccurate and misleading.' 

"Considering that i t w i l l take weeks to reinforce our troops in Europe 

by air , there is great comfort in noting that the Navy and Air Force can quickly 

a i r l i f t thousands of officers to Las Vegas in the face of a compelling requirement. 

Where there's a w i l l , there's a way. 

"This utter disregard for tax dollars and complete mockery of the 

national energy program can only be described as calculated stupidity. The generals 

and admirals should spend a lo t more time in the Pentagon and a lot less time in 

Las Vegas at public expense. 

"The Chief of Naval Operations should wearan ' I am fuelish' button for 

this boondoggle." 

A copy of the GAO investigation is available for review in Rm. 5241 DSOB. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
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St'nator "iHiam rroxiiire (3-"is) l'ednesda/ avarded his "Fleece of 

the .'"ontii" awa-'d f'n- Hctober to the 'latlonal Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 

Alcohol isn for "spsndinn milliom-v ol" drillars to find out i f drunk fish are 

nore aptrossive than sober fish- i f 'ounii rats are Piore l ikely than adult 

rats to drint; bi'oze in order to reduce anxiet/- and i f rats cm be systemat-

i c s l l " turned into alcoholics." 

Troxrire awards t,';e T.UII'LM Fleece" each pionth to the biooest or 

no-it ridiculous examnle of VMÎÈÎÎ of federal tax futtds. The <ivMrd wi l l culmin­

ate in the 't'lcsce of the 'i>iir" a'^^rJ. 

Proxmire said, ''Tho I'lAAA has t!i3 innnrtan'c resoonsibility of combating 

thfï most extoiisivG and tranic öin^ nrnblei' facinn our nation. Thev tel l us 

of thoir noed for additional fwuls, yst the" h-ive wasted funds on the following 

s-cu^Jies' 

-- .̂lOil.onQ to siuiV tlie offects of alcuhnl on afr'ressivi behavior 
i'l '1 species of suni-isli. One exnerinwnt Í J Í I I neasure tlie effects 
of "in cnniMred to t2"uila in a f i i - ! i t i i i " test. inAT.A seems tn be 
intere^ti.--.! in tcïLinf i-'hr,t i t rXrans to La 'ste-'ed to tho c l l l s . ' 
Hr neihriiis they "ñnt tr. undarstand nhnt is really behind the expression 
'drinks li!;e a f i sh . ' In nnv case, the amlicatinn of this 'fishv' 
rGS':.-irc!i to undorst.-indinr the nroùlcns of alcoholism and ançression 
in hi:nvins Mill not ii-i' svialloi-jed hook, l ine and sinker by the 
Anerican taxpayer. 

-- At the siipe tiine tlie MIAAA is fundinq tUe fish studv, they are 
ñlsn fundido anothar îi)0,ODfl study by the same researcher. In this 
ont; flttenpts •ire bcinn mdä io turn rats into alcoholics by nakina 
than 'lourotic. The rnts are placed in insoluble situ?.tions or given 
unjiriidictable reï'arH; auil shocks. 

"Over the vears, V-UM has spent l i t^fral iy pi l l ions of dollars 1n 

hundreds of oxperinents to turn tiorml raU into rodent 'lushes' with l i t t l e 

or no iucceis. Tli^ rationiil*? for this i-'-icte of taxoayers" money is to create 

an auiniFil imdcl of aîcohul consumait i on i/hicli v.'ould then (live ¡flAAA a better 

understandinn of human alcoholism, ilany uiiiversitv aniral experimental 

laboratories have been kept busy and well-funded in nursuinri this foolish ç:oal. 

"Since WG could never allow the testînr of a cancer-producing agent on 

hunans, i t is clear thero is a role for aniiial experiments when i t is 1m-

Dr^ctical or inhunan to directly test neopla. Ho'.;ever, the nost effective 

wa,y to understand human conditions and problons is to observe human behavior. 

The fish and rat are so much lower on the evolutionary scale than nan that the 

result of these experirients wi l l te l l us vorv l i t t l e , i f anything, about the 
nature of complex human woblens such as alcoiiolism. 

" I t is time for the ilIA;\A to take a hard and sober look at i ts research 
nriorlt ies and concentrate i ts effort on overcominç; the tragic problem of 
alcoholism in Anerica." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. MONDAY, NOV. 24, 1975. FOR MONDAY P.M.'s 

Senator Wi l l i am Proxmire (D-Wis) Monday gave h is "Golden Fleece o f the 

Month" award f o r November to Frank Zarb, the Admin is t ra to r o f the Federal Energy 

Admin is t ra t ion . "Energy Czar Zarb spent 525,000 and used almost 19,000 gal lons o f 

fuel i n the ten months since January I , 1975, j e t t i n g about the country i n chartered 

a r i c r a f t urg ing businessmen and c i v i c groups t o economize on energy and f u e l . " 

Proxmire awards the "Golden Fleece" each month to the b igges t , most 

r i d i c u l o u s or i r o n i c example o f waste o f federa l tax funds. The award w i l l culminate 

in the "Fleece of the Year" award. 

In a statement f rom h is Washington officeJ:he_Senato_r s a i d , "Since 

January 1 , Î975, t h i s winged wastre l o f energy, fue l and taxpayers ' money has used 

chartered A i r Force and p r i v a t e a i r c r a f t on 13 t r i p s to places such as New Or leans, 

Lûu is iana; Jackson, M i s s i s s i p p i ; L i t t l e Rock, Arkansas; and New York C i t y . 

"On 7 of the 13 t r i p s Admin is t ra to r Zarb's basic purpose was t o convince 

local business or c i v i c groups o f the need t o conserve f u e l . In h a l f o r more o f 

th= t o t a l cases, Mr. Zarb f l ew i n a p l ush , four -eng ine A i r Force j e t which burned 

enough fue l in an hour to supply the average American d r i v e r w i th enough gasol ine 

to d r i ve f o r an e n t i r e year . 

"Mr. Zarb i s a hard work ing , consc ient ious adm in i s t r a t o r . He should 

recognize, however, the supreme i rony t h a t the lead ing advocate o f energy conservat ion 

presents to the na t ion when he f a i l s to p rac t i ce what he preaches. His personal 

conduct speaks louder than h is words. 

"Mr. Zarb's plane used more than 2,500 gal lons o f j e t fue l and the f l i g h t 

cost the government $3,053 when he went to L i t t l e Rock, Arkansas, on May 9, 1975, 

vfhere, according to the Arkansas Democrat, he urged Americans to end ' t h e i r romance 

w i th the chrome-plated gunboat, ' the luxury car tha t has been an American Status symbol 

fc a h a l f - c e n t u r y . 

" f l t 12:55 p.m. ( l oca l t ime) on tha t date a d i r e c t commercial f l i g h t was 

scieduleü to leave Washington National A i r p o r t and a r r i v e in L i t t l e Rock a t 3:10 p.m. 

( l oca l t ime ) . According to FEA records , Hr. Zarb's f i r s t scheduled event in L i t t l e 

Rock was set f o r 5:30 p.m. The cost of Mr. Zarb's chartered r o u n d - t r i p f l i g h t was 

more than 20 times greater than the r o u n d - t r i p commercial coach f a r e . 

More 
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"On June I Hr. Zarb chartered a f l i g h t to New York's LaGuardia 

A i rpor t i n order to receive an honorary degree from and give the Commencement 

address to the Hofstra Univers i ty Business School. Mr. Zarb l e f t Andrews fllr Force 

Base at 3:30 p.m. and a r r i ved a t LaGuardia a t 4:35 p.m. There were at least two 

hourly scheduled a i r l i n e f l i g h t s from Washington's National A i rpor t leaving at 

3 p.m. and 4 p.m. and a r r i v i ng at LaGuardia less than an hour l a t e r . In f a c t , 

there are at least two f l i g h t s between Washington and New Voric every hour on the 

hour from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day. 

"Mr. Zarb t o l d the Miss iss ippi Economic Council i n Jackson on Apr i l 

10 that Americans were going to have to become more e f f i c i e n t in conserving auto­

mobile, home heating and indus t r i a l fue l so the U.S. could c u r t a i l o i l imports 

sharply over thenex t three years. The cost of the f l i g h t on the chartered A i r 

Force j e t was $3,199 and the plane used approximately 2,600 gal lons of f u e l . 

"Mr. Zarb l e f t Andrews A i r Force Base (about 45 minutes from downtown 

Washington) at 9 a.m. and ar r ived back at 7:30 p.m. Commercial f l i g h t s leaving 

National A i rpo r t (near downtown Washington) at 7:55 a.FT, and a r r i v i n g back by 

9:55 p.m. were avai lable on that date. These commercia' f l i g h t s would have made 

i t possible fo r Mr. Zarb to have met a l l o f his comnitments i n Jackson. The 

savings to the government on the t ic l<et alone would have been over $3,000. 

"Mr. Zarb is quoted by the Meridian Star as saying on that occasion 

'We're going to have to change our use of energy. ' 

"When he spoke to the National Rural E l ec t r i c Cooperative Associat ion 

on January 2 1 , 1975, in New Orleans, Hr. Zarb sa id , according to the New Orleans 

Times Picayune, tha t everyone w i l l have to give up something' under the energy 

program. 

"Perhaps the best cont ibut ion Mr. Zarb could make to the energy 

program would be to give up his A i r Force Jet Star. 

"While there may be some instances where the decision to use chartered 

a i r c r a f t rather than regu lar ly scheduled commercial f l i g h t s was j u s t i f i e d , the 

Administrator o f the Federal Energy Adrainistrat ion seems to be one of the most 

' f u e l i s h ' people i n America. He is therefore the rec ip ien t of t h i s month's 

'Golden Fleece' award." 

Hore 



fatas, destinât io.Ts, c:=t 
rb'5 14 diartered fl ights; 

Date 

1/21/75 

2/10/75 

2/25/75 

4/10/75 

5/B/75 

5/9/75 

6/2/75 

6/14/75 

7/28/75 

B/lO/75 

8/13/75 

8/18/75 

10/11/75 

Destination 

PJew Orleans 

Houston 

Ft. Lauderdale to 
Washington, D.C. 

Jackson, Miss. 

Williarasport, PA 

Li t t le Rock, Ark. 

New York 

Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

Ottawa, Canada 

Brunswick, bteine 

Andrews AFB 
Fran Brunswick, Maii 

Des Maines 

Hot Springs, VA 

Cost 

S 3,344.00 

4,144.00 

3,272.00 

3,199.00 

295.00 

3,053.00 

310.00 

881.10 

2,311.00 

1,122.00 

2,489.00 

236.00 

584.32 

Estimated Fuel Use 

2760 gals. " ' 

3420 gals. 

27Q0 gals. 

2640 gals. 

100 gals. 

2520 gals. 

. 150 gals. 

200 gals. 

1920 gals. 

350 gals. 

2040 gals. 

0 gals .* 

100 gals. 

TOTAL COSTS: $25,290.42 

TOTAL GALLCNS: 18,900 

*Onable to meet chartered fl ight time; due t 
fee was s t i l l reguired. 

late cancellation, 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:50 A.M. MONDAY, DF̂ CEHBER 22, 197.5 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Monday gave hî.-î "Golden 

Fleece of the Month" award for December to the Office of the White 

House. "The White House gets the 'fleece' this month for its efforts 

to add to its Empire through increased funds for consultants, con­

tingencies, travel, and high level personnel while calling for 

austerity from the rest of the government, " Proxmire said. 

The "Golden Fleece of the Month" is given for the biggest, most 

ridiculous, or most ironic example of government waste or spending. 

In the past it has been given to numerous administrative agencies as 

well as to the Congress. 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing, and Drhan 

Affairs Committee and the Joint Economic Committee's Subcommittee on 

Priorities and Economy in Government. 

"Through a series of little noted-actions the Office of the 

White House has proposed or received an increase in funds or 

emoluments as follows: 

"-- The White House has dramatically increased funding for 

'consultants' from an initial $250.000 in fiscal year 1968 to a 

whopping J3,850,000 in fiscal year 1976. This is an increase of 

$1.6 m. since Mr. Ford became President when the total was J2,250,000. 

"-- In fiscal year 1976 the White House requested a .lOOt increase 

for the' discreti'onary contingency fund called 'unanticipated needs.' 

The appropriation increased from $500,000 in fiscal year 1975 to 

$1,000,000. In the past such funds have been used to support various 

executive office activities and commissions. This year the funds can 

be used for any activity--at home or abroad--the President designates 

is in 'furtherance of the national interest.' 

"--In fiscal year 1975, witTiout any legislative authorization, 

travel funds for the White House staff (not the President) were 

increa.sed from $40,000 to $-100,000, or by $60,000 and 150*. The 

fiscal year 1976 figure is $100,000. 
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"--The White House now haî  51 aides earnii^ between $37,HOO 

and $44,600 a year. (No less than i) of .these a^e lixccutive l.cvúl 

Z positions although there are only If» other I'.xeiut ive Level 2 sputs 

throughout the rest of the government.) This year the White House 

requested authority from Congress to hire un unlimited number of these 

high level employees. However the House of «epresentatives, over 

White House opposition, placed a ceilLng ol* 9J on the number of super-

grade and Executive level positions in the White House Office. This 

would be an increase of 41 positions, or by 764 in the number of these 

authorized high level spots. While tlie White House may not add to 

the total number of employees, there is every reason to believe they 

will push 95 of their staff to fill fat supergrade salary status jobs as 

fast as they can. 

"--Under a bill proposed by the Office of the White House 

(H.R. 6706--to clarify existing authority for personnel and 

services for the President and Vice President), travel funds and 

funds for official receptions, entertainment, and representation 

would continue to bo exempt from audit by the General Accounting 

Office. 

"--To add insult to injury the White House has insisted on a 

provision in H.R. 8617, the bill to amend the Hatch Act, which 

would exempt all Office of the White House personnel (now about 500) 

and those on special assignment to the White House (numbering 

about 80 in fiscal year 1975) from that provision of the bill which 

would prohibit government employees from engaging in 'political activity 

viiile on Juty,while ina government building,or while wearing a uniform. 

"What we have here is a burgeoning proportion of big shots 

at the Office of. the White House, whose travel and entertainment is 

exempt from audit by the GAO, and for whom the White House is now 

seeking freedom to engage in unlimited political activity. 

"In my view, the Office of the White House is a worthy 

recipient of this month's 'fleece,'" 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE TtlESOAV. DECEMBER 30, 1975. AFTER 6:30 A.H-

• Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday awarded the fleece of the year to the 

" A i r Force for "operating a $66 mil l ion f leet of 23 plush jets used solely to transport top 

government of f ic ia ls at a cost to the taxpayers of over $6 mill ion a year." 

Proxmire is chainnan of the Senate Banking Committee and also chairs the Joint 

Economic Subcommittee on Priorit ies and Economy in Government. 

A monthly "golden fleece" is given by Proxmire for the biggest or most ridiculous 

example of government waste. A fleece of the year tops off the series.*(See note at end) 

"The yearly fleece without any question belongs to the Air Force," the Senator 

said, "for running a private air l ine for government bigshots. This l i t t l e known executive 

air l ine is called the 89th Military A i r l i f t Wing (Special Missions) and is based at Andrews 

Air Force Base near Washington, O.C. 

"In fairness to the Air Force, this fleece of the year should also be shared by 

a l ! the government bigshots who insist on such special treatment at the expense of the 

taxpayers. 

"In the f i r s t ten months of 1975, the 89th made 975 f l ights carrying government 

off icials as passengers at a cost of over $6 mil l ion. Not surprisingly, 849 or 87 percent of 

these f l ights were undertaken for high ranking defense of f ic ia ls or those requesting Defense 

Department flights." 

"Treasury Department of f ic ia ls used these executive jets on 67 occasions or 7 percent 

of the tillie in the January-October period. The State Department found 26 f l ights essential 

while the Federal Energy Administration chipped in with 11, the Energy Research and Develop­

ment Agency had 8 and the National Aeronautics and Space Adrainistration had 6. There were 

a number of other miscellaneous f l ights. 

"The stupidity of this massive a i r l i f t is that in almost every case, commercial 

f l ights were available to the same destination. Conmercial f l ights would not only save the 

government hundreds of thousands of dollars i f not millions.' they would also help the 

depressed US air l ine industry. 

"These f l ights have gone to every point on the globe-from New York to California, 

the Middle East. South America, Europe, the Far East and the USSR. Except for the White 

House, costs of non-DoD fl ights are reimbursed from agency funds-funds which come from 

the taxpayers'- pockets in any case. Í 

(OVER) 



"The most f requent s ing le user of t h i s most exc lus ive a i r l i n e i n the wor ld was 

Wi l l i am Simon, Secretary of the Department of the Treasury. According to A i r Force records , 

' Mr^ Simon took 58 f l i g h t s the f i r s t ten months of 1975 a t a government cost of $328,794.10-

T&is averages out to $5,669 a f l i g h t . 

"Other f requent users have been Deputy Secretary of Defense Wi l l i am Clements, then 

Secretary of the Army Howard Callaway, Admin is t ra tor of the PEA Frank Zarb, Secretary of 

State Henry Kissinger and Mavy Secretary Wi l l i am Middendorf. 

"The 23-plane f l e e t i s on c a l l 24 hours a day f o r the top brass and o f f i c i a l s . A l l 

tl.üy need do Is c a l l up and request a f l i g h t . 

"The a i r c r a f t a l l are o u t f i t t e d in a specia l VIP con f i gu ra t i on - - t hus the des ignat ion 

of the V before the type of a i r c r a f t . There are 3 of the 4 - j e t VC-137e w i t h a capac i ty 

of about 50; 5 of the 4 - j e t VC-135B w i th a capac i ty of about 30; 3 of the 2 - j e t VC-9C w i t h 

a capaci ty of about 42; 11 of the 4 - j e t VC-140B w i th a capaci ty of about 8 ; and one 2-prop 

VC-6A w i th a capaci ty of about 5. 

"This f l e e t cost the taxpayers $56.7 m i l l i o n to purchase. Operation and maintenance 

costs run from $2,205 an hour fo r the VC-137 to $155 an hour f o r the small VC-6. 

"The VC-137B and VC-1353 ( s i m i l a r to the Boeing 707) are equipped w i t h s leeping 

f a c i l i t i e s fo r up to ten persons. 

" M i l i t a r y aides who accompany the passengers on these f l i g h t s t o serve food and 

dr ink and ass is t i n t h e i r comfort are j u s t i f i e d by the A i r Force " f o r passenger s a f e t y . ' 

These men are ca l led A i r Passenger S p e c i a l i s t s . 

"The 23 a i r c r a f t f l e e t should not be confused w i t h the P res iden t i a l a i r c r a f t a lso 

based a t Andrev/s A i r Force Base (commonly used by the President and Secretary o f State) or 

w i th the 150 or so ' adm in i s t r a t i ve support ' a i r c r a f t based a t m i l i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s throughout 

the wor ld . The l a t t e r also are used to t ranspor t high ranking b rass . " 

Below i s a tab le i n d i c a t i n g the number of f l i g h t s taken by each department or agency 

from January-October 1975. 

Agency/Department Number of F l i gh t s (Jan-Oct 75) 

Defense Department 849 
(or which Congressional t r i p s 

are about) (100) . 

Treasury 67 

:. State 26 

' F E A •• • • 1 1 

ERDA a 

' NASA , 6 

Conmerce • . • 2 ' 

Corps of Engineers 1 , ' 

(MORE) 



Agency/Department Number of F l i gh t s (Jan-Oct 75) 

FBI 1 

Agr i cu l tu re 2 

Secret Service 1 

I n t e r i o r ' 1 

KOTE: A l l cost ing and f l i g h t data are computed from de ta i l ed A i r Force raw f l i g h t data 

and may r e f l e c t a small degree of scheduling or bookkeeping e r r o r . 

************** 

* Monthly awards have gone to the National Science Foundation f o r i t s $84,000 study 

on why people f a l l i n l ove ; j o i n t l y t o the National Science Foundation, NASA, and the 

Of f ice of Haval Research f o r spending $500,000 to determine why monkeys clench t h e i r jaws; 

t o the Select ive Service System f o r a $98,029 cont ract t o study the need fo r an a l l - v o l u n t e e r 

army, f i n i shed long a f t e r the a l l - vo l un tee r army had been put i n to e f f e c t ; to the flnny 

Corps of Engineers fo r t h e i r e f f o r t to coiimit $6 to $10 b i l l i o n to bu i l d a ser ies of new 

locks and dams on the Miss iss ipp i under a l i t t l e known 1909 law designed f o r maintenance 

of e x i s t i n g s t ruc tu res ; to Congress f o r l i v i n g high o f f the hog; to the Bureau of Land 

Management f o r issu ing a 155-page l i s t o f requirements f o r a b id fo r f i r e equipment worth 

about $4.000 (low b id was $15,497 because the paperwork cost more than the equipment); 

to the Federal Av ia t ion Admin is t ra t ion f o r a 103-page study cost ing $57,800 of 79 body 

measurements o f a i r l i n e stewardess t r a i nees ; to the fiavy f o r f l y i n g 1334 o f f i c e r s in 64 

a i r c r a f t t o a Las Vegas reunion; to the National I n s t i t u t e on Alcoholism f o r spending 

$102,000 to determine i f drunk f i s h are more aggressive than sober f i s h ; to Energy Czar 

Frank Zarb f o r 13 f u e l i s h j e t f l i g h t s to urge community and business groups to conserve 

f u e l ; and to the Of f ice of the White House f o r increased spending f o r consu l tan ts , con­

t ingencies and t rave l wh i le c a l l i n g f o r aus te r i t y from the rest of the government. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

GOLDEN FLEECE AWARDS FOR 1976 

Given to the b igges t , most r i d i c u l o u s or most i r o n i c example o f government 
spending o r waste. 

January: National Endowment f o r the Humanities. 

For grants to we l l -hee led doc to rs , lawyers and school admin is t ra to rs 
to at tend t u i t i o n - f r e e , vacat ion - l i k e , month-long humanistic bu l l sessions 
a t some o f the choicest u n i v e r s i t y water ing holes in the country next suimier. 
This boondoggle w i l l cost the hard-pressed taxpayer a t leas t $750 thousand 
t h i s year . The purpose o f the seminars, according t o the Endowment, i s " to 
broaden and sharpen t h e i r humanistic pe rspec t i ves . " 

The Endowment s t a r t e d w i th f i v e o f these seminars in FY74. By now, 
in FV76, they have increased the number f o u r f o l d to twenty. The taxpayer w i l l 
pay about $3,000 f o r each o f the 240 to 300 profess ionals who w i l l a t tend the 
session. The Endowment pays not on ly f o r t r anspo r ta t i on and textbooks but 
a lso a f l a t - o u t s t ipend o f $1200 to the p a r t i c i p a n t s . Doctors and lawyers 
a t mid-career roun t i ne l y earn more than $30,000 a year . 

While a t these seminars the fo r tuna te doc to rs , lawyers and school 
admin is t ra to rs (both s ta te and loca l bureaucrats as we l l as p r i v a t e p r a c t i t i o n e r s ) 
engage in discussions wh ich , according to the National Endowment f o r the 
Humanit ies' brochure, "can help to c l a r i f y understanding o f the fundamental 
issues fac ing modern soc ie ty and broaden the perspect ive from which t h i n k i n g 
c i t i z e n s view t h e i r professions and soc ie ty at l a r g e . " These discussions 
are l i m i t e d to about th ree hours a day—perhaps because of t h e i r arduous nature . 

I t should be stressed t h a t those a t tend ing the seminars are not s t r ugg l i ng 
scholars or researchers; i ns tead , they are we l l -educa ted , w e l l - p a i d p ro fess iona ls . 
I be l ieve the American taxpayers w i l l t h ink tha t these profess ionals can 
a f f o r d to r a i s e t h e i r humanistic consciousness at t h e i r own expense. 

February : Department o f the Navy 

For exploding an expected $15,000 i n repa i r and maintenance costs f o r 
Vice President Rocke fe l l e r ' s temporary home i n t o a $537,000 expendi ture . 

Among the s p e c i f i c expenditures were: 

$41,100 f o r f u r n i t u r e 
$33,000 f o r miscellaneous fu rn ish ings such as l i n e n , s i l verware chests, e t c . 
$26,400 f o r drapes 
$21,200 f o r s i l verware 
$18,100 f o r carpets 
$10,400 f o r china 
$ 4,900 f o r c r ys ta l 

Publ ic Law 93-346 (passed in J u l y , 1974) took the home from the Chief 
o f Naval Operations and designated i t as " the o f f i c i a l temporary residence 
o f the Vice President o f the United S t a t e s . " The law gave the Navy Department 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r " the s t a f f i n g , ca re , maintenance, r e p a i r , improvement, 
a l t e r a t i o n and f u rn i sh i ng o f the o f f i c i a l residence" sub ject to the supervis ion 
and contro l o f the Vice President . 

I opposed t h i s b i l l on the Senate f l o o r but l o s t a f t e r assurances were 
given tha t noth ing e laborate was contemplated, tha t on ly necessary re fu rb i sh ing 
would be done, and tha t the cost o f t h i s would be about $15,000. Instead o f 
t h i s modest sum the Navy, through the Executive Of f i ce of the Pres ident , has 
since asked f o r and received $537,000 f o r r e f u r b i s h i n g , repa i r and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n - -
a cost overrun o f a whopping 3,500 percent. In a d d i t i o n , the Navy is planning 
to spend an add i t i ona l $170,000 to replace window a i r cond i t ioners w i th a 
cen t ra l u n i t . Even in the h igh-p r i ced Washington area t h i s sum would f inance 
a small housing development. 

I r o n i c a l l y , the Admin i s t ra t i on ' s po l i cy on housing i s tha t present costs 

are too high and must be reduced. 



March: National Science Foundation 

For a study, supported by an NSF grant, on "Environmental Determinants 
of Human Aggression." 

The method of operation was simple. The researcher's assistant would 
pull his car to a stop at a red l ight at a Chicago intersection. When the 
l ight turned green, the assistant would refuse to move the car for about 15 
seconds. The purpose was to determine when and how often the driver irmed-
iately behind would become impatient and aggressive enough to honk his horn 
at the assistant to get moving. 

In order to see i f "environmental determinants" such as sexual arousal, 
humor and empathy reduced "human aggression" in the form of horn honking, the 
researcher had a young woman walk past the stopped driver dressed in a 
variety of costumes. 

-- in the "sexual arousal" case, the female assistant was "dressed in an 
extremely brief and revealing out f i t of a very unusual type." 

--for the "humor" case, the young woman wore "an outlandish humorous 
clown mask." 

--In the "empathy" case, the woman "hobbled along on crutches and wore 
a bandage on her l e f t leg." 

The study found that empathy and humor as well as sexual arousal reduced 
the amount of horn honking. 

The application of the study is less clear. The NSF seems to suggest 
that to reduce the tensionand aggression of drivers caught in the middle 
of t raf f ic jams in American c i t ies, we should organize thousands of b ik in i -
wearing young women, clowns and women with broken legs to strut, stagger and 
dance across the streets at every busy intersection in our big cit ies at rush hour! 

April : National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 

For requesting $2.8 million to construct an addition to the existing 
Lunar Receiving Laboratory at the Johnson Space Center to house 100 pounds 
of Moon rocks. The fiscal irony of NASA's request is that i t is not needed. 
In 1971 after spending $8.7 million to house the Moon rocks, NASA Curator, 
Dr. Michael Duke, indicated that the existing building would be ". . . the 
permanent fac i l i t y for storage, handling and doing detailed studies of the 
rocks." 

The American taxpayer, who shelled out nearly $15 b i l l ion for the Lunar 
Exploration program, now is being asked to pay another $2.8 mill ion to con­
struct an addition to a perfectly adequate, $8.7 million concrete structure 
to house a wheelbarrowful of Moon rocks. 

What makes this budget request a l l the more shocking is that since 
1965 the space agency has paid out $9,757,582 for the existing Lunar Receiving 
Laboratory plus $10,786,676 in research and development expenditures for lunar 
sample examination and study. 

NASA argues that the new addition to the laboratory is needed "to insure 
that the lunar samples are adequately protected against natural and man-made 
hazards for the foreseeable future." This statment closely follows NASA's 
assessment that "the present Curatorial Facil ity has operated successfully 
since 1971 to support an active lunar sample research program that involves 
several hundred scientists mostly from American universities." At the same 
time, i t is s t i l l unclear what "hazards" NASA has in mind. The present building 
is a massive concrete structure. Most observers grant that almost nothing 
short of a bomb blast or massive earthquake could penetrate the maze of concrete 
buildings that make up the maimioth Johnson Space Center in Houston. 

The landing on the Moon was one of Man's greatest achievements, and we 
are a l l proud that American footprints were the f i r s t on the lunar surface. 
But NASA has a perfectly adequate fac i l i t y in which to house and study the present 
supply of lunar sançiles. The space agency has already soaked the beleaguered 
taxpayer for $20 million for lunar sample research, and he shouldn't have to 
spend another dime on this wasteful, unnecessary addition to the Houston space 
complex. 



Hay: Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

The FAA, according to i ts own Public Affairs Office newsletter, spent 
over $417,000 for 95 new meterologlcal instruments so that i ts employees 
can make rain predictions while remaining indoors despite the fact that 
existing instruments perform the same function but must be read outdoors. 

No longer wi l l FAA employees have to sing "Raindrops Keep Fall in ' on 
my Head" as they make their forecasts. No longer need they fear precipitation 
during prognostication. But meanwhile the American taxpayer is being soaked 
to the tune of over $417,000 for this needless extravagance. The newsletter reads: 

"RAINDROPS WON'T BE FALLING ON YOUR HEADS . . . A $361,150 / la ter 
increased to $417,1507 contract for 79 / la ter increased to 957 Remote 
Readout Hygrothermometers wi l l permit FAA personnel making weather observations 
to te l l i f i t ' s l ikely to rain without running the risk of getting caught in 
i t . The hygrothermometers measure the likelihood of rain by comparing the 
temperature within a bulb of completely dry air with the temperature of the 
moisture-laden air around i t . When the two temperatures get within three 
degrees, rain is l ike ly . Existing hygrothermometers do this now, but the FAA 
employees have to go outside to read them. The new ones, which wi l l be made 
by the Airf lo Instrument Company of Glastonbury, Conn., w i l l relay the 
temperature readings to inside monitors where they can be read in indoors comfort.' 

This expenditure by the FAA leaves the American taxpayer out in the rain 
while the agency's employees, safe and dry, eyeball their new toy in the 
comfortable indoors. 

June: National Center for Health Services 

An examination of over $20 million of their grants and demonstration 
contracts indicates that routinely they were not completed on time, cost up 
to five times the original contract and contained low quality and highly 
questionable results. 

I asked the General Accounting Office to examine how the National 
Center for Health Services managed i ts research and demonstration projects. 
The Center is charged with improving health cere delivery by providing funds 
for research in this f ie ld . The results of the audit were staggering. 

The information bought and paid for with over $10 mill ion of the 
taxpayer's money under one contract was not only unavailable to the public 
but much of i t was essentially unavailable to the National Center i t se l f . 

A one-year study originally costing $325,000 to compare the costs of 
different types of medical arrangements, such as group practice, solo fee 
for services, use of paramedic personnel, etc., ballooned into a four-year, 
$1.25 million project. 

After spending $1.6 million to study how to make hospitals, c l in ics, 
and other health care institutions more eff ic ient, a group of experts found 
the data provided by the Study was of low quality and of questionable value 
and that the project director was relatively uninformed in the health services 
f i e ld . 

The examination by the GAO of a representative number of grants and 
awards indicated to this Senator that the Center more than rivals the 
Pentagon in cost overruns, modified contracts and late deliveries. 



July: National Science Foundation's Research Applied to National Needs 
program (RANN) 

RANN has awarded a $397,000 contact allegedly to perform an unbiased 
and scienti f ic study of consumer legislation and services to a principal 
investigator and research center which have an ovenéelming bias in favor of 
the credit industry. 

This is l ike asking the Air Force to study the need for the B-1 bomber 
or the o i l and gas industry to evaluate the depletion allowance. 

The $397,000 contract has been awarded to Dr. Robert W. Johnson, the 
Executive Director of the Credit Research Center at Purdue University. As 
the principal investigator, he proposed that most of the research be done 
at the Credit Research Center at Purdue University. Here is why this 
contract is wrong and why RANN should never have awarded i t . 

--the Purdue Credit Research Center is dominated and derives a sig­
nificantpart of i ts financial support from the credit industry--the friendly 
loan offices which charge interest up to 36 percent. 

—its Advisory Council has 37 members, 33 of whom are a f f i l ia ted with 
the credit industry. 

—four of the nine members of the Center's Governing Board are credit 
industry executives. 

--Or. Johnson was a principal witness against the Truth in Lending 
legislation when i t was before the Senate. 

—Dr. Johnson has received financial support from the industry to 
provide i t with research and materials used in testimony against a long l i s t 
of consumer legislation now law and which the study proposed to evaluate. 

The conflict is so blatant that there is no way the research can be 
accepted as unbiased whatever i ts results. Further, this kind of research 
should be paid for by the Industry, not the taxpayer. 

August: General Services Administration (GSA) 

For spending $1 ,015,000 for 15 statues, murals or works of art at 
federal buildings under the Art in Architecture program. 

Consider the case in Chicago where GSA plans to spend $100,000 for 
a gigantic 80-100 foot baseball bat. That's right—a baseball bat made of 
red painted steel to be put in a plaza of a federal building. The bat is 
called a "high structural latt iced column in red painted steel . " 

Other questionable items include a $34,000 modern mural in Wilmington, 
Del. ; a 54-foot high red steel arch for the Federal Building in Chicago; 
a sculpture for Las Cruces, N.M, which looks l ike the ta i l of a yellow whale 
sounding; a steel sculpture for St. Paul for $42,500 which seems to be a 
rusty piece of farm machinery le f t out in the f i e ld ; a rather mystifying 
$45,000 sculpture for Rochester, N.Y.; f ive steel pilings in Van Nuys, Cal i f . , 
($15,000); and a l i fe-sized representation of restaurant scene for $60,000 
in Buffalo, N.Y. 

In fairness, some projects have come off better—for example, the five 
pieces of carved granite in Seattle, though the $100,000 price tag could be 
questioned. 

According to GSA, these works of art are "intended to be an integral 
part of the total architectural design (of the building) and enhance the. 
building's environment for the occupants and the general public. Now, this 
clearly has not been accomplished. How a 100-foot baseball bat is going to 
be an "integral part" of the Federal Building in Chicago is beyond me. 

Where tax dollars are being spent, the public has a right to play art 
c r i t i c . We are a nation of enormous talent and good judgment. GSA should 
apply i ts own standards and use good sense before spending another dime on 
these controversial projects. 



September: National Aeronautics and Space Administration (HASA) 

For a sole source contract award of $140,000 for a 6,000 word art icle 
and a follow-up book-length history of the Viking Mars Landing project. 

I f a major publishing firm had given an author $24,000 for a 6,000 word 
short story with a promise of another $116,000 for a book, pending further 
negotiations, the lucky recipient would be an overnight celebrity. Yet 
this is exactly the deal NASA proffered on a silver platter to a young man 
whose major claim to authorship fame heretofore has been an as yet unpublished 
history of the Apollo-Soyuz space venture, written for NASA, and a series of 
articles on small arras appearing in publications such as Gun Week and Rifle 
Magazine. 

The author wi l l be paid $20,000 plus $4,000 in expenses to write a 
6.000 word art icle on the landing and in i t i a l operations of the two Viking 
spacecraft and for a survey of the available historical documentation needed 
for a book-length history of Viking. This means that he wi l l be receiving 
$4,000 a word for this art ic le. 

The author NASA picked had already gotten his foot in the door with 
a $73,850 contract to immortalize the jo in t US-USSR space docking venture. 
Although this manuscript has not been published, the author demonstrated 
an "abi l i ty to work smoothly with NASA managers and technicians . . . doing 
this in such a way as to avoid i r r i ta t ing the sources of information." In 
other words, the author is writing a sanitized government history of the 
Apollo-Soyuz project without asking embarrassing questions. 

NASA has spent $1,378,391 since fiscal 1969 on the research and writing 
of these "of f ic ia l histories." 

I can't blame the author. This is a far better deal than any but the 
most renowned author would get from a major publishing firm. But NASA should 
not be spending these vast amounts to embellish i ts own image. 

October: Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

For a $245,000 study of New Towns. Over the lest decade New Towns and 
New Coiiïnunities have been studied to death while most of the New Towns are 
either dead or dying. We need another New Town study l ike Boston needs beans. 

The Library of Congress has furnished me with an annotated bibliography 
which l is ts 67 New Town studies, many of them funded by the government, some 
done privately, and some done jo in t l y ; the funding of New Towns, the quality 
of l i f e in New Towns, the govemment of New Towns, the supporting systems of 
New Towns, the sociology of New Towns. You name i t , they've studied i t . 

HUD i tse l f has funded at least a dozen New Town studies at a cost of 
more than $1.5 mill ion in the last few years. 

New Towns have been studied by a inyriad of private foundations, public 
think tanks and national coimiissions. They've been studied by the Urban 
Inst i tute, the Council of State Governments, the Environmental Protection Agency, 
National Science Foundation, HEW, the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health 
Administration, the Ford Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Conference 
of Mayors, the Douglas Conmission and dozens of others. 

One of the major reasons there are so many duplicative studies done by 
the federal government is that there is no central place where a l is t ing of 
existing studies is available. 

The right hand of the government does not know—and, more often than 
not, does not even try to find out—what the le f t hand of the government is 
studying, has studied or is proposing to study. 



November: Treasury Department 

For i ts failure to collect as much as $4.8 million in taxes owed by 
government big shots who are chauffeured to and from home in government cars. 
As much as$17to $18 million in costs to the taxpayer and taxes not collected 
have been lost because of the Treasury Department's inaction. 

Under the law--Title 31, Section 638a--government cars can be used 
only for "off icial purposes" and "off ic ial purposes" does not̂  include being 
driven to and from home. The only exceptions to the law are the President, 
enumerated Cabinet Officers, Ambassadors, doctors on out-patient duty or 
government employees on f ie ld service. White House staf f , generals and 
admirals at the Pentagon, Under Secretaries, Assistant Secretaries, heads of 
agencies l ike the Veterans Administration, NASA, etc., are specifically not 
el igible for that free service under the law. 

Nevertheless, about 800 government of f ic ia ls in the Washington area 
are driven to and from work in violation of the law. 

In hearings I have held as Chairman of the Subcommittee on HUD-In-
dependent Agencies of the Senate Appropriations Committee, I have learned 
that the cost of the cars--depreciation, gas, o i l , maintenance, etc.-- is 
about $2,000 a year, and the cost of the chauffeurs is routinely from 
$15,000 to $17.000 a year. 

Proposed Treasury regulations clearly state that government off icials 
not exempted under Tit le 31, Section 638a, would be taxed for the fair market 
value of the chauffeur driven service when the regulations went into effect. 
But as of today, November 26, 1976, the regulations are s t i l l not in effect. 

As the cost of the cars and the chauffeurs is at least $15,000 a year 
and as most high ranking government officals are in the 40% marginal income 
tax bracket, the tax could amount to as much es $6,000 per bigshot using the 
service. Using the modest number of 800 employees now getting the perquisite--
many more people are involved in the regional off ices, at military installations, 
and at Embassies abroad—the government is losing at least $4.8 million a year 
in taxes. 

December: Army Corps of Engineers 

For the worst record of cost overruns in the entire federal government. 
Compared to the Array Corps of Engineers, the Defense Department, HEW and 
GSA are marvels of efficiency. The Corps richly deserves the t i t l e of cost 
overrun king, not only for the total dollars involved but for the consistency 
with which the Corps' projects individually break the 100 percent cost 
overrun mark. 

At the present time, the Army Corps of Engineers has 178 major civ i l ian 
construction projects underway. Of the 178, 83, or 47 percent, have experienced 
a cost overrun of 100 percent or more. 

Under its flood control program, the following dramatic increases stand 
out: Caesar Creek Lake, Ohio, up 243%; Cooper Lake, Texas, up 325Ï; Fire 
Island Inlet, N.Y., up 325S, New Orleans to Venice Hurricane Protection, La., 
up 1027S. 

The dramatic cost overruns in Corps projects cannot be explained away 
by inf lat ion. When the General Accounting Office analyzed the reasons for 
the cost growth in Corps projects last year, i t found that at least one-half 
of the increase was for changes in engineering, estimating and the scope of 
the project. These are avoidable changes, given thorough and proper planning. 

I t should be recognized that the Corps provides a useful and even 
cr i t ical service to the country. The amount of lives and property lost to 
natural disaster would be imneasurably higher were i t not for the Corps. 

But along with that protection also have come environmental disasters. 
Perhaps the Corps should be reoriented to reclaiming polluted waterways, 
building municipal waste treatment fac i l i t ies and other desperately needed 
capital programs where Corps resources could be eff ic ient ly used. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1976 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) Monday awarded the "Golden Fleece of 

the Honth" for January to the National Endowment for the Humanities. The Endowment 

won the award, "for grants to well-heeled doctors, lawyers and school administrators 

to attend tuit ion-free, vacation-like, month-long humanistic bull sessions at some 

of the choicest university watering holes in the country next suitmer. This boondoggle 

wi l l cost the hard-pressed taxpayer at least $750 thousand this year. The purpose of 

the seminars, according to the Endowment, is 'to broaden and sharpen their humanistic 

perspectives.'" 

The "Golden Fleece of the Honth" award is given to the biggest, most 

ridiculous or most ironic example of government spending or waste. I t culminates in 

a "Fleece of the Year" award. 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Conmittee and the Joint Economic Committee's Subcommittee on Priorit ies and Economy in 

Government. 

"The National Endowment is an $62 mil l ion á year federal agency which 

subsidizes the humanities. Federal spending for the humanities has nearly doubled in 

the past two years. 

"The Endowment apparently decided that the many years of undergraduate 

and graduate education these professionals undergo is inadequate. I t is proposing that 

a seminar ' for concentrated mid-career humanistic study' at Uncle Sam's expense 1s 

just the remedy needed, 

"The Endowment started with five of these seminars in FY 74. By now, 

in FY 76, they have i ncreased tiie number fourfold to twenty. The taxpayer w i l l pay 

about $3,000 for each of the 240 to 300 professionals who wi l l attend the sessions. 

The Endowment pays not only for transportation and textbooks but also a f lat-out 

stipend of $1200 to the participants. Doctors and lawyers at mid-career routinely 

earn more than $30,000 a year. 

"These seminars wi l l be held at locations ranging from Stanford University 

at the foot of San Francisco Bay to Williams College in the beautiful Berkshire mountains 

of Massachusetts. All the seminars wi l l be held in the sunnier. 

More 
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"While at these seminars the fortunate doctors, lawyers and school 

administrators (both state and local burearcrats as well as private practitioners) 

engage In discussions which, according to the National Endowment for the Humanitites' 

brochure, 'can help to c lar i fy understanding of the fundamental issues facing 

modern society and broaden the perspective from which thinking citizens view 

their professions and society at:.large.' These discussions are limited to 

about three hours a day"—perhaps because of their arduous nature. 

" I t should be stressed that those attending the seminars are 

not struggling scholars or researchers; instead, they are well-educated, well-paid 

professionals. 1 believe the /taerican taxpayers wi l l think that these pro­

fessionals can afford to raise their humanistic consciousness at their own 

expense." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI> 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1976 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) Thursday awarded his "Golden Fleece of the Month" 

for February to the Navy "for exploding an expected $15,000 in repair and maintenance 

costs for Vice President Rockefeller's temporary home into a $537,000 expenditure for 

a posh, plush pleasure palace. 

"Among the specific expenditures were: 

. ~ $41,100 for furniture 
$33,000 for miscellaneous furnishings such as l inen, 

silverware chests and accessories 
$26,400 for drapes 
$21,200 for silverware 
$18,100 for carpets 
$10,400 for china 
S 4,900 for crystal." 

The "Golden Fleece" award is given monthly to the biggest, most ridiculous, or 

most ironic example of government waste. I t culminates in a "Fleece of the Year" award. 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and 

the Joint Economic Committee's Subcommittee on Priorit ies and Economy in Governinent. 

"Public Law 93-346 (passed in July, 1974) took the home from the Chief of Naval 

Operations and designated i t as 'the of f ic ia l temporary residence of the Vice President 

of the United States.' The word temporary' was added because legislation has been passed 

authorizing a permanent home. The law gave the Navy Department responsibility for 'the 

staff ing, care, maintenance, repair, improvement, alteration and furnishing of the o f f ic ia l 

residence' subject to the supervision and control of Vice President Rockefeller. 

"I opposed this b i l l on the Senate floor but lost after assurances were given that 

nothing elaborate was contemplated, that only necessary refurbishing would be done, and 

that the cost of this would be about $15,000. 

"Instead of this modest sum, the Navy, through the Executive Office of the President 

has since asked for and received $537,000 for refurbishing, repair and rehabilitation — 

a cost overrun of a whopping 3,500 percent. 

"In addition, the Navy is planning to spend an additional $170,000 to replace 

window air-conditioners with a central unit. Even in the high-priced Washington area 

this sum would finance a small housing development. 

"This is ironic because the Administration's policy on housing is that present costs 

are too high and mubt be reduced. As Housing Secretary Carla Hil ls said recently in a 

speech before the National Association of Home Builders, the single-family home has 

More 



become 'laden with amenities.' 

"I think in this case the American taxpayer w i l l agree that i t is the public 

homes of some government big-shots that are 'laden with amenities' -- and at the 

taxpayers' expense." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEAEEAfter 6:^0 A. H.T.ie^dgy Kerch 16. 1976 

Senator William Proanire (D-Wis) Tuescaygave his 

"Golden Fleece of the Month" award for fSarch'io the National 

Science Foundation for "spending $46,100 to study the effect' 

. of scantily clad woriien on the behavior of Chicago's male 

drivers." 

Pro.vmiie is the Chaiiivan of tha ."̂ c-naLe Appropriations 

Subcoiiiïïiil tee chaigc-d wilh the respoi;r.i I.'i 1J ty of reviewing 

the buâget of the NSF. The "Fleece of the Month" award " 

is çiven each month for the bigyest or most ridiculous 

or most ironic example of government waste. 

"This study was supjjorted by an ííSF grant on 'Environ­

mental Determinants of liuman Aggression' given to Dr. 

Robert A. Baton,- now of the University of Texas, when he 

was at Purdue Univerpity. 

"The liiolhod of operation was simple. Dr. Baron's 

ñssist.ant wou]d pull his car to a sicp at a red light at 

a Chicago intersection. When ihe light turned green, 

the assistant would j-efuse to move the car for about 15 

seconds. The purpose was to determine when and how often 

the driver immediately behind would become impatient and 

aggressive enough to iionk his horn at the assistant to get 

moving. 

"In order to see if 'environmental determinants' such 

as sexual arousal, humor and empathy reduced 'huir,an aggression' 

in the form of horn Iionking, Dr. Bai on had a young woman 

wall: past the stopped driver dressed in a variety of costumes. 

— In the 'se>;ual =rousal ' case, Dr. Baron had his 

female "dressed in an extremely brief and revealing outfit 

of a very unusual type,' 

—For the 'humor case, the young woman wore 

'an outlandish humorous clown mask." 

--Inthe 'empathy' case, the woman 'hobbled along 

on crutches and wore .T bandage on her left leg.' 
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, •" "Dr. Baron concluded tha t the different costumes had t h e i r intended e f f e c t . He 

'•eported that not only did male dr ivers smile a t the br ie f ly a t t i r e d young lady and watch 

ler walk down the s t r e e t ; but some whistled or made sexual ly-or iented conments. 

"Dr. Baron found tha t empathy and humor as well as sexual arousal reduced the 

imbunt of horn honking. 

"But Dr. Baron did not stop his NSF supported research a f te r the completion of 

he study of humor, sex and horn honking. He went on to find out with funds from the 

ame grant that people who get l i t e r a l l y hot under the c o l l a r when placed in a very warm 

oom become aggressive unless cooled off by a drink of iced lemonade. 

"While th is piece of contrived research may appear r id iculous to most American 

axpayers, the National Science Foundation o f f i c i a l s who authorized spending $15,100 on 

his project must have had something l ike the following in mind: To reduce the tension 

id aggression of drivers caught in the middle of t r a f f i c jams in American c i t i e s , the 

jundation seems t o t e l l us we should organize thousands of bikini wearing young women, 

lovjos, and women with broken legs to s t r u t , dance, and stagger across the s t r e e t s a t 

rery busy inLersection in every big ci ty in every rush hour from now on, 

"That 's not my way to bring down unemployment." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 1976 

Senator Wi l l i am Proxmire (D-Wis) in a statement from his Washington 

o f f i c e Thursday announced, "My Tax Day 'Golden Fleece o f the Month Award' f o r 

A p r i l goes to the Nat ional Aeronautics and Space Admin is t ra t ion (NASA) f o r request ing 

$2.8 m i l l i o n to const ruct an a d d i t i o n t o the e x i s t i n g Lunar Receiving Laboratory 

a t the Johnson Space Center t o house 100 pounds o f Moon rocks. The f i s c a l i rony o f 

NASA's request i s t h a t i t i s not needed. In 1971 a f t e r spending $8.7 m i l l i o n to 

house the Moon rocks , NASA Curator , Dr. Michael Duke, i nd i ca ted t h a t the e x i s t i n g 

b u i l d i n g would be ' . . . the permanent f a c i l i t y f o r s to rage, handl ing and doing 

de ta i l ed s tud ies o f the r o c k s . ' " 

Proxmire i s Chairman o f the Senate Appropr ia t ions Subcommittee on NASA. 

The "Fleece o f the Honth Award" goes to the b igges t , most r i d i c u l o u s o r i r o n i c 

example o f w a s t e f u l , unneeded, o r low p r i o r i r t y government spending. I t culminates 

in a "Golden Fleece of the Year Award." 

" I t is appa l l i ng to t h i n k t h a t the American taxpayer , who she l led out 

near ly $15 b i l l i o n f o r the Lunar Exp lora t ion program, now i s being asked t o pay 

another $2.8 m i l l i o n to const ruc t an a d d i t i o n t o a p e r f e c t l y adequate, $8.7 m i l l i o n 

concrete s t r uc tu re t o house a vrfieelbarrowful of Moon rocks . In sp i t e of Dr. Duke's 

statement NASA i s back a t Congress' doors tep , asking f o r the e x t r a m i l l i o n s t o add 

to a f a c i l i t y t h a t on ly f i v e years ago was considered t o be t i ie f i n a l r e s t i n g place 

f o r the Moon rocks. 

"What makes t h i s budget request a l l the more shocking is t h a t s ince 1965 

the space agency has paid out $9,757,582 f o r the e x i s t i n g Lunar Receiving Laboratory 

plus $10,786,676 i n research and development expenditures f o r l una r sample examination 

and study. The f o l l ow ing t ab l e gives the h i s t o r y o f NASA spending f o r l una r sample 

activi 
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"What this table shows is that NASA already has over $9.7 million 

of existing lunar sample fac i l i t ies stocked with expensive storage and research 

equipment, plus a $500,000 Remote Storage Facility at Brooks Air Force Base in 

San Antonio, Texas, to store a representative portion of the lunar sample collection. 

The taxpayer must surely be asking, 'how much is enough?' 

"NASA argues that the new addition to the laboratory is needed 'to insure 

that the lunar samples are adequately protected against natural and man-made hazards 

for the foreseeable future.' This statement closely follows NASA's assessment that 

'the present Curatorial Facility has operated successfully since 1971 to support an 

active lunar sample research program that involves several hundred scientists mostly 

from American universities." At the same time, i t is s t i l l unclear what 'hazards' 

NASA has in mind. The present building is a massive concrete structure. Host 

observers grant that almost nothing short of a bomb blast or massive earthquake 

could penetrate the maze of concrete buildings that make up the mamrroth Johnson 

Space Center in Houston. 

" I f the space agency is so concerned about 'natural' or'man-made' hazards, 

they might consider the use of several empty Titan I s i los, lying dormant in the 

h i l l s of Montana, that the Air Force has been trying to unload for years. These silos 

can withstand the force of an atomic bomb, as well as the possible disasters that 

might befall the Moon rocks in the quiet suburbs of Houston, Texas, 

"The landing on the Moon was one of Man's greatest achievements, and 

we are al l proud that American footprints were the f i r s t on the lunar surface. 

But NASA has a perfectly adequate fac i l i t y in which to house and study the present 

supply of lunar samples. The space agency has already soaked the beleaguered taxpayer 

for $20 million for lunar sample research, and he shouldn't have to spend another 

dime on this wasteful, unnecessary addition to the space complex at Houston. 

"Fortunately, the House of Representatives has voted to delete funds for 

this Lunar Curatorial Facility in FY77. Unfortunately, the Senate voted on April 

Fool's Day to keep the money in . As Chairman of the Senate Appropriationj^.^ubcoimittee 

on NASA, I intend to f ight hard over the next few months to assure that i t wi l l be 

'many moons' before the American taxpayer has to put up another $2.8 million for 

NASA's latest whim—the House of Many Moon Rocks. NASA is a worthy recipient of the 

'Golden Fleece of the Honth Award' for Apr i l . " 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE RFTER 6:30 A.M., THURSDAY, Mftï 20, 1976 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Thursday that his 

"Golden Fleece" award winner for Hay is the Federal Aviation Administra­

tion (FAA), "which, according to its own Public Affairs Office newsletter, 

spent over 5417,000 for 95 new meterological instruments so that its 

employees can make rain predictions while remaining indoors despite 

the fact that existing instruments perform the same funcbion but must 

be read outdoors." 

"No longer will FÄA employees have to sing 'Raindrops Keep Fallin' 

on my Head' as they make their forecasts. No longer need they fear 

precipitation during prognostication. But meanwhile the American 

taxpayer is being soaked to the tune of over $417,000 for this needless 

e.-itravagance. " 

Proxmire makes monthly "Golden Fleece" awards for the biggest or 

most blatant example of wasting Federal tax funds. Monthly awards are 

followed by a "Fleece of the Year" winner in late December. 

Proxmire sits on the Senate Appropriations Committee, which oversees 

FAA's budget. He also serves as Chairman of the Senate Committee on 

Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs and the Joint Economic Committee's 

Subcommittee on Priorities and Economy in Government. 

"In explaining why I tapped the E'AA for this month's 'Golden Fleece' 

award, I cannot improve upon the words of that agency's own Public Affairs 

Office, which contributed the following statement to a recent FAA 

newsletter: 

RAINDROPS WOM'T BE FALLING OH YOUR HEADS . . . A $361,150 
tlater increased to S417,150J contract for 7 9 Crater increased 
to 953 Remote Readout Hygrothermometers will permit FAA personnel 
making weather observations to tell if it's- likely to rain 
without running the risk of getting caught in it. The hygro­
thermometers measure the likelihood of rain by comparing the 
temperature within a bulb of completely dry air with the 
temperature of the moisture-laden air around it. When the two 
temperatures get within three degrees, rain is likely. Existing 
hygrothentuometers do this'now, but the FAA employees have to go 
outside to read them. The new ones, which will be made by the 
Airflo Instrument Company of Glastonbury, Conn., will relay the 
temperature readings to inside monitors where they can be read 
in indoors comfort. 



Proxmire » _ j _ 

"FAA, I should note, now contends that these new instruments 

are needed 'in the interest of better observations and more efficient 

manpower utilization.' But this attempted justification came only after 

niy inquiry about.the hygrothermometer contract. It has at least the 

appearance of a 'quickie rationale' for what is, in fact, an 

•inexcusable luxury. 

"Thia expenditure by the FAA leaves the American taxpayer out in 

the rain while the agency's employees, safe and dry, eyeball their 

new toy in the comfortable Indoors. For this the FAA is surely worthy 

of my 'Golden Fleece' award for May," 

# # # # # # # 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

For Release After 6:50 A.M. Tuesday, June II, 1976 

Senator Williain Proxmire (D-Wis.) announced Tuesday that "My 

Golden Fleece of the Month award for June goes to the National Center 

for Health Services. An exajnlnation of over $20 million of their grants and 

demonstration contracts indicates that routinely they were not completed 

on time, cost up to five times tlie original contract, and contained low 

quality and highly questionable results." 

The Golden Fleece aiNfard is given each month for the biggest or most 

ironic or ridiculous exanple of waste in government spending. Proxmire is 

Chairman of the Senate Banking Committee, the Subccnmiittee on Priorities and 

Econonqr in Govemment of the Joint Economic Committee, and a manber of 

the Senate Appropriations Subcanmittee which has jurisdiction over HEW 

and the National Cener for liealth Services funds. 

"Some time back I asked tJie General Accounting Office to examine 

how tlie National Center for liealtii Services managed its research and demonstration 

projects. Tlie Center is diargeJ witli improving health care delivery by 

providing funds for reseaixh in this field. The results of the audit were 

staggering. Here are seme of Uiem. 

1) "--Tfie information bought and paid for with over $10 million of 
of taxpayers' money under one contract was not only unavailable to 
the public but much of it was essentially unavailable to the National 
Center itself. 

"The purpose of the project was to develop a comprehensive 
conputer system to include both tlie medical and billing records 
of patients. 

"IVhen the General Accounting Office audited the project, 
officials of tlie National Center asked the GAO to give them any 
information the auditors could get from the contractor because the 
Center was having trouble getting the information itself. 

"Tliis is an example of an uncompleted, seven year old project in which 

the govemment is having to pull teeth to get the data it paid for. 

2) "--A one year study originally costing $325,000 to coinpare the 
costs of different types of medical arrangements, such as group 
practice, solo fee for services, use of paramedic personnel, etc., 
ballooned into a four year, $1,25 million project. 

"An evaluation in the third year, but AFTER the contract was in­
creased by $930,000 and extended to four years, found that '...the 
work had generally been of low quality,, .'.of 48 papers (produced), 
only one had been pidillshed, and that was in a journal of generally 
low technical Quality,' and that the work would neither ',..contribute 
to or expand the existing body of...knowledge...or be particularly 
useful for policy formulation.' 



"In other words, the agency blindly shovelled out money and extended 

the time for an essent ia l ly worthless project . 

3) "--After spending $1.6 million to study how to make hospi ta ls , 
c l i n i c s , and other health care ins t i tu t ions more ef f ic ien t , a groiç 
of experts found the data provided by the study was of low quali ty 
and of questionable value and that the project director was 
re la t ive ly uninformed in the health services f ie ld . 

"What they found, essent ia l ly , was that the contractor vdio was 

paid to study efficiency was ineff ic ient . The project was f inal ly 

cancelled--after spending $1.59 iiiillion--because of 'poor productivi ty. ' 

4) "--Alter spending about $1 million to study how cranputers could be 
used to strengthen health services, expert reviewers stated that 
they had ' . . . n o confidence in the project d i rec to r ' s ab i l i t y to 
administer and coniplete the p ro jec t . ' 

"In addition to the problems connected with these specific s tudies , 

the GAO found that : 

'The Center lacks the ab i l i t y to determine whether goals are 
being achieved. 

'Of 94 contracts awarded in 1974, 37 were sole-source awards. 
Tlie July 1974 report showed that 67 percent of a l l Center contracts, 
active as of March 50, 1974, were noncompetitive awards. 

'Of the 22 contracts (the GAG reviewed), 21 had from 2 to 
17 modifications after award. Many of the modifications were for 
increases in time and contract amount and for changes in scope. 

"Here i s an agency and a progran designed to improve health care 

delivery--one of the most costly aspects of American l i f e and one v i t a l 

to the well being of every American c i t i zen . 

"The examination by th^ GAO of a representative number of grants 

and awards indicates to th is Senator that the Center more than r iva ls the 

Pentagon in cost overruns, modified contracts , and la te de l ive r ies . " 

llie GAO study i s available for examination in SZ41 Dirksen Office 
Building, United States Senate. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 AW FRIDAY. JULY 30, 1976 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) said Friday that "Today I am giving 

my 'Golden Fleece of the Month' award for July to the National Science Foundation's 

RAKU'(Research Applied to National Heeds) program. RANN has just awarded a $397,000 

contract allegedly to perform an unbiased and scienti f ic study of consumer 

legislation and services to a principal investigator and research center which have 

an overwhelming bias in favor of the credit industry. 

"This is l ike asking the Air Force to study the need for the B-1 bomber 

or the o i l and gas industry to evaluate the depletion allowance." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Conmittee, which has jurisdiction over consumer legislation and of the Senate HUD-

Independent Agencies Appropriations Subconmittee, which oversees the National Science 

Foundation, The "Fleece" is given monthly to the biggest, most ironic or ridiculous 

example of government spending. 

"The $397,000 contract has been awarded to Dr. Robert W. Johnson, the 

Executive Director of the Credit Research Center at Purdue University. As the principal 

investigator, he proposed that most of the research be done at the Credit Research 

Center at Purdue University. Here 1s why this contract is wrong and why RANN should 

never have awarded i t . 

" 1 . The Purdue Credit Research Center is dominated and derives a 

significantpart of i ts financial support from the credit industry--the friendly loan 

offices which charge interest up to 36 percent. 

"2. Its Advisory Council has 37 members, 33 of whom are af f i l ia ted 

with the credit industry. 

"3. Four of the nine members of the Center's Governing Board are credit 

industry executives. 

"4. Dr. Johnson was a principal witness against the Truth in Lending . 

legislation when i t was before the Senate. 

"5. Dr. Johnson has received financial support from the industry to 

provide i t with research and materials used in testimony against a long l i s t of 

. consumer legislation now law and which the study proposes to evaluate. 

"The confl ict is so blatant that there is no way the research can be 

accepted as unbiased whatever i ts results. 



"There is a serious question of propriety when govenrment money is used 

to finance research on controversial issues of public policy when the work is to 

be done by organizations or individuals with close links to the industry which has 

an Important financial interest in the results of the research. 

"Further, this kind of research should be paid for by the industry, 

not the taxpayer. 

"Last January I wrote to the Director of the National Science Foundation 

supporting the NSF's announcement for a series of studies on the effects of govemment 

regulation on consumer financial services. I believed that this was a f ru i t fu l 

area for emprirical study. 1 wrote to Dr. Stever then that: 

Consumer groups especially do not have the resources to 
develop data to contrast with the self-serving information 
supplied by the credit industry. 

Further, I applauded his action in studying this area. 

"Now I find that RANfi has turned the program upside-down and awarded the 

grants to the credit industry i tse l f . 

"The 'Fleece of the ^tonth' is given to RANN, not to Dr. Johnson or his 

Center. They and the credit industry have every right to exist and to carry on 

research. The questionable action is by RANN in awarding a contract to an investigator 

and a center with such an obvious bias or vested interest in preconceived conclusions. 

"This is not the f i r s t time NSF has selected known partisans on contro­

versial issues to do allegedly unbiased research. I t has also financed studies 

on the o i l and gas Industrywhere principal investigators had done research 

financed directly by the industry. The results of such 'unbiased' study have 

since been used in Industry advertising. 

"RWiN richly deserves the 'Fleece.' Contracts for scient i f ic and 

objective research should not be awarded by any government agency to partisan 

Investigators or institutions which have an overwhelming bias in the areas to be 

studied." 

ft 



;EK/a^OR ^MLLIAM PROXÀliRl 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 5.m. MONDAY, AUGUST 30, 1576 

Sericior Williüm Proxni re Mondey ñwirúíú th% Aupust "'^leece 

of the Month" Ew5rd to the General Services Administration (GSA) for spending 

Sl,Cli^,000 for 15 statues, murals or works of art at federal buildings under 

tns Art in Architecture program. 

The "Fleece of -he Month" is awarded for the best eÁEí:;?le cf 

Wasteful, foolish or ironic government spending and culminates ct Tine end 

cf the year with the a "Fleece of ^he Year" snard. 

"1 an̂  not award-ing the 'Fleece' to GSA because i an- opposed to 

eriCCL^rcçiiç trz." Froî-mire said. "The concept is sound. BUI the execution 

'leevEs c lo i to bs desired. 

"Consider the case in Chicago where GSA plans tc speriC ilOC.OOO 

fcr £ Gigantic SO-IDO foot cäsecall bst. That's right--5 basebi";"-- in r.ade 

cf red painted steel tc be D¿- in a plaza cf a federal OLiloinç. 

"The bat is called a 'high structural latticec' cc'iur- i r -e¿ paintí 

Etee'i.' cui i - i t ' s not a OiseösVi bât, thar, I'm blind dz i bat. 

"b.^îecall is indeed OLÍT national aarrie. A statue cf l"i:£ F;̂ i;-,. 

LT-ie Banks or B i l l Madlock. the Cubs' current stsr, would have sor-.e ¡nerit. 

• EL,! £ 5"0C.000 bat paid for by a l l of Anerica's taxpayers i i £ s t - i :,ej:.'t \-:-,tr. 

the rases leaded. -

"Oth?r questionable items include a S3i,O0G modern mura"' -in 

V.'ilmincton, Delsware; a Si-fcci nioh red steel arch fcr the Fecera": ¿j i ldino 

in Chicagc; a sculpture fcr Las Cruces, ¡isw î-iexico, which Iccks ni.e the 

ta i l of s yellov; »vhale soundinç; a steel sculpture for St. 'ij': •^-:.i- Í í í . jOD, 

v..'.";cr. îse:T:î t r re a rusty piece of fa^Tii nachinery l e f t cut i '. ".'; -"••;:-ic: t 

rather mystifyinc 545,000 sculpture for Rcchester, Kew Yor!,; f-..-i : i i ¿ " ;,-:",inc;. 

in Van Kuys, Cslifornia, ¡515,000); snd a" l i fe-sized representation cf a 

resleurant scene for S50,O0C in Buffalo, New York. 

"In fairness, so-e [-'"ejects have come off better--fo!- exa-r-le, 

tne f ive pieces of carved granite in Seattle, tnough tne SlOO,000 pries tag 

cejld be questioned. 



hat we have here is not a q u e s t i o n o f 'what i s a r t . ' That 

cían be de ta te entí l? s l y and w i t h o u t s o l u i o n . L u c k i l y , we have d s tandard 

oy which to j age. 

Accord ing to GSA, these work o f a r t a re " i n tended to be an i n t e g ' a l 

par t o f the t t a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l design (o the b u i l d i n g ) and enhance the b u i l d i n g ' s 

environment f r t he occupants and genera l p u b l i c ' 

'U w, t h i s c l e a r l y has not been accompl i shed . H w a 100 f o o t 

basebal) b?. çc inû to be an ' i n t e g r a l a r t ' o f t h e Federal B u i l d i n g i n 

Cnicago i s c ,";e. And ir, f a c t , I ' l l be t t h a t many occupants o f t h a t b u i l d i n g 

and many pässs -by w i l l f i n d i t d i s t r a c t i n g and 1r bad t a s t e . 

' I fT". surs the í^nierican pu:>'iic agrees t n a t t n i s baseba l l bat 

dees not re e r,i ' t n e f i n e s t wcrk o f a r t ' s tandard ap 1 i -̂ GSA . nd the 

Na t iona l in oivrrient o f tne A r t s . 

r. re l ax d c l î a r s are being s p e n t , the publ c a r i g h to 

c-lsy a r t c i We ñre a r a t i o n o f enorntous t a l e n t and ood j dgme t . G5A 

should app t w standards and use good sen e be fo re s ending a o t e r dime 

on these c t i 'o r s i ö l p r c ' e c t . " 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR V/ILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M., TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1976 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday presented his Golden 

Fleece of the Month for September to the National aeronautics and Space 

Administration for "a sole source contract award of $140,000 for a 

6;000 word article and a follow-up book-iength history of the Viking 

Mars Landing project." ¿ 

In a speech prepared for delivery Ixi the Senate the Wisconsin Senator 

said: "If a major publishing firm had given an author Ç24,000 for a 

6,000 word short story with a promise of another 5116,000 for a book, 

pending further negotiations, the lucky recipient would be an overnight 

celebrity. Yet this is exactly the deal NASA proffered on a silver platter 

to a young man whose major claim to authorship fame heretofore has been 

an as yet unpublished history of the Apollo-Soyuz space venture, written 

for NASA, and a series of articles on small arms appearing in publi­

cations such as Gun Week and The Rifle Magazine. 

"The author will be paid $20,000 plus $4,000 in expenses to write 

a 6,000 word article on the landing and initial operations of the two 

Viking spacecraft and for a survey of the available historical documen­

tation needed for a book-length history of Viking- This means that he 

will be receiving 54.00 a word for this article. 

"After the author delivers a written report regarding available 

historical documentation, NASA will be in a position to exercise the 

option clause of the contract, which calls for the payment of $116,000 

including $6,160 in expenses, for a book length manuscript on the Viking 

project of between 100,000 and 150,000 words. 

"Perhaps the most eminent official Federal history was Samuel Eliot 

Morison'a History of the united States Haval Operations in World War Two. 

This work of massive scholarship appeared in 14 volumes between 1947 and 

1960. Before Commander Horison died he was easily the equal of Barbara 

Tuchman or John Toland. How much did the Navy pay for these remarkable 

volumes? The Navy paid Morison not $130,000 or $65,000 or even $32,500, 

but $15,000 a volume, and I understand the Navy received more of a return 
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in royalties than was spent on producing the books, attesting to their value and 

popularity. 

"To put i t another way, the NASA-picked author is receiving more for 

writing a 6,000 word art ic le than Coiunander Morison got for writing an entire 

volume. In fact i f the Consiiander had received $fl.00 a word, as the NASA writer i s , 

he would have been getting $300,000 or $400,000 per book. 

"Why did NASA accept the proposal without bothering to see whether 

there were other qualified authors who would do the job for less? Apparently the 

prime reason was that the author NASA picked had already gotten his foot in the 

door with a $73,850 contract to insiiortalize the jo int U.S.-U.S.S.fi. space docking 

venture—the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project. Although this manuscript has not been 

published, the author demonstrated an 'ab i l i t y to work smoothly with IWSA managers 

and technicians...doing this in such a way as to avoid i r r i ta t ing the sources of 

information.' In. other words the author is writing a sanitized government history 

of the Apollo-Soyuz project without asking embarrassing questions. 

"The taxpayer should know that HASA has spent $1,378,391 since fiscal 

1969 on the research and writing of these 'o f f i c ia l h istor ies ' . For example, NASA . 

wi l l spend $307,742 on a history of the Saturn program, $174,628 on the history of 

Skylab and $60,500 on an administrative history of NASA. 

"I can't blame the author. This is a far better deal than any but the 

most renowned author would get from a major publishing f i rm. But NASA should not 

be spending these vast amounts to embellish i ts own image. The publishing marketplace 

can supply the need I f such a need exists. Furthermore in this case NASA should have 

gone through i ts normal procedure of relying on current historical l i terature plus 

the recommendations of the NASA Historical Advisory Conmittee to select potential 

contractors rather than let the contract on a sole source basis to a writer whose 

experience consists largely of magazine articles plus an as yet unpublished book 

comnissioned by NASA i t se l f . " 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTCR 6:30 A.M. THURSDAY. OCTOBER 21, 1976 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) said Thursday, " I am giving my 

'Fleece of the Month' award for October to the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) for a $2115,000 study of New Towns. Over the last decade New Towns 

and New Communities have been studied to death while most of the New Towns are 

either dead or dying. We need another New Town study l ike Boston needs beans or 

Jiimiy Carter needs peanuts." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Committee and Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee which has ju r i s ­

diction over HUD funding. 

"The new HUD New Town study is entit led 'Analysis of Administrative 

Problems in the Ti t le VII New Conïiiunlties Program.' I t is being done fay Booz-AUen, 

but i ts real purpose is to determine why New Towns have gone broke. However, that 

question has been answered time and again. Hew Towns require such a massive In­

vestment before there is any cash flow that not only private enterprise but government 

subsidies can't make new towns profitable. Just ask anybody who has tr ied to sell 

their bonds. 

"The study gets this month's 'Fleece' because i t has been done over 

and over and over: 

1) The Library of Congress has furnished me with an annotated 

bibliography which l is ts 57 New Town studies, many of them funded by the government, 

some done privately, and some done jo in t l y . Researchers have studied the funding 

of New Towns, the government of New Towns, Hew Towns in Town, the supporting systems 

of New Towns, the quality of l i f e in New Towns, planning in New Towns, the sociology 

of New Towns, and on and on. You name i t , they've studied i t . 

The only thing new about this New Town study is the 'new' in the t i t l e . 

In fact, i t ' s old hat. 

2) HUD i tse l f has funded at least a dozen New Town studies at a cost 

of more than $1.5 mill ion in the last few years. 

3) In 1973-74 the National Science Foundation spent $1.2 million for a 

major New Town study by the University of Horth Carolina, which in my view was 

unnecessary and duplicative. 



4) New Towns have been studied by a myriad of private foundations, 

public think tanks, and national commissions. They've been studied by the Urban 

Inst i tute, the Council of State Governments, the Environmental Protection Agency, 

by HEW, by the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration, by the Ford 

Foundation, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, the Cleveland Foundation, the Conference 

of Mayors, the Douglas Commission and dozens of others. 

"The sad fact Is that most government-financed and many privately 

financed Hew Towns have gone bust, HUD Is sponsoring no new Hew Towns now. In 

the parlance of the trade both public and private developers 'broke their picks ' 

on New Towns. 

"One of the major reasons there are so many duplicative studies done 

by the federal government is that there is no central place where a l is t ing and 

description of existing or previous studies is available. 

"Before HUD, HEW, the National Science Foundation, the EPA or any other 

agency funds another New Town study i t should at least find out what has gone on in 

the past. And what is true for duplication of Hew Town studies Is also true of 

duplication In other areas. 

"The right hand of the government does not know—and, niore often than 

not, does not even try to find out--what the le f t hand of the government is 

studying, has studied or is proposing to study." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

TOR BHjaSE AFTER 6i30 A.M. FRIDftY, »JVIMBER 26, 1976 

Sen. William Prcoonire (D-Wis.) Friday gave his Fleece of the Manth Sward for 

[*3vHnber to the Treasury Deparùœiit " . . . for i t s failure to collect as nioch as 

S4,8 million in taxes cwed by government big shots »iho are chauffeured to awl fian 

heme in govemnent cars, ihe cost to the taxpayer to provide the cars ard diauffeurs 

i s estimated a t $13 million, therefore, as much as $17 to $18 millicm in costs to 

the taxpayer and taxes not oallected have been lost because of the Treasury 

D^iartment's inaction." 

Prcoonire i s ChalrmM of the Senate Banking, Housing, and lÄban Affairs Connittee, 

a rrenber of the Senate J^prcpriations CCiiinittee and Chairman of the Suboamáttee 

on Priori t ies and Eccncmy in Govemment of the Joint EoDncmic Connittee. Ihe Golden 

Fleeoe of the ttxith i s givai for the biggest or the nost ironic or ridiculous Kcanple 

of govemnent spendingí tax æ^ienditure or waste for a particular m[:inth. 

"Ihe Treasury D^artment richly deserves the Fleece of the Msnth for itovHiter. 

I t deserves i t for failing to collect taxes clearly oiieä by government big stota, for 

a daible-standard of tax collecticai ocnpared with the way ordinary citizens are treated, • 

and for inordinate delay. îhe Treasury's lade of action in th is instance e^raiplifies 

vrtiy there has been a brealtdawn in the respect the average c i t i z s i has for his go\7em-

ment. Here are the facts cn virich th is month's Fleece i s based. 

"Fact Number Ctoe. ttder the law^-Title 31, Section 638a—goverraoöit cars can 

be used cnly for 'official purposes' and 'official purposes' does i » t include being 

driven to and frcm hone. Hie only exceptions to the law are the President, aiumerated 

Cabinet Officers, Ärbassadors, doctors on out-patient duty or goverment employees 

on field servioe. 

"White House staff, Geiierals and Adnirals at the Pentagon, Unier Secretaries, 

Assistant Secretaries, heads of agencies lilte the Veterans ñdministration, røSA, 

Environmental Protecticm Agency, FEÄ, the SEC, e tc . are specifically not eligible 

for that free servioe under this law. 

"Fact Number iwo. Nevertheless about 800 govemtent officials in the Washington, 

D.C. area are driven to and frcm vrork in violatiœi of the law. There are mai^ more 

outside Wellington, vho as not qualify for the gratuity. 

"Fact Hunber Ihree. In hearings I have held as Cíiairman of the Subœmnittee on 

HOD-lnd^)endent Agencies of the Senate impropriations Oamattee the cost of the 

Gars~d^!reciation, gas, o i l , maintenance, etc.—is about S2,000 a year and the cost 

Of the chauffeurs i s routinely fron $15,000 to SJ 

required, anSthey earn large amounts of overtime. 
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"On Septsiber 5, 1975, more than 14 mcntiis ago, the Treasury D^iartment printed 

in the Federal Register a 'Discussion Draft of Itegulations'cn "Pringe Benefits' vdiich, 

under the regulations vrauld be treated as gross inccme and subject to the personal 

income taxation. 

"Eitaitple (11) of those proposed regulations clearly states that govemnent 

officials not exatpted uriäer Ti t le 31, Section 638a would be taxed for the fair market 

value of the chauffeur driven service vrtien the regulations went into effect. 

"But as of today, ftovarber 26, 1976, the regulations are s t i l l not in effect. 

iteanMhile the Treasury and the Internal Revenue Service have caracJked down cn such grcwps 

as insurance salesmen hho are provided cars for use in thejj: business, Hiey are not 

only beii^ taxed currently for the 'inputed income' of the value of using their cars 

to go to and fircm heme, but the 1RS has called than in, TC!viewed their old tax returns, 

and taxed them for previous years as well. 

"While the Treasury has be«i t o u ^ on ordinary c i t izö is , high ranking govemment 

officials s t i l l go untaxed aJircst 15 mcroths after the proposed regulations »Ere 

published. 

"As the cost of the cars and the chauffeurs i s routinely a t least $15,000 

a year and as most h i ^ ranking governnent officials are in the 40% marginal inccme 

tax bracket, the tax could anount to as much as $6,000 per govemment big shot receiving 

the chauffeured, portal to fortal service. Using the modest niirtoer of BOO enplpyees 

new getting the perquisite-^nany more pecple are involved in the regic»al offices 

at military installations and at Bnbassies ahcoad—the goverrunent i s losing a t least 

$4.8 millicn a year in tsxGS. 

"Further, i f these taxes were collected most of the big shots would give tp their 

oars and there would he a further savings of at least $13 millicn a year. 

" I t ' s thi» for the Treasury to put i t s prcposed regulaticais into effect. I t 

hasn't taken than 14 months to collect fron the ordinary, middle inccne taxpayers. 

Ihere is no reason for another day's d e l ^ in taxing governnent big shots for the 

free limousine servioe they now receive." 

### 
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Senator William ProHnire'(D-Wis) Wednesday awarded the "Golden Fleece 

of the Year" to the Army Corps of Engineers for "the worst record of cost overruns 

in the entire federal government." 

Proxmire is a member of the Defense Appropriations Subconmittee and 

Chairman of the Subconmittee on Priorit ies and Economy in Government of the Joint 

Economic Connittee. A monthly "Golden Fleece" is awarded for the worst example 

of government waste, inefficiency or unnecessary spending. The awards culminate 

in the yearly "Golden Fleece" selection. 

"Compared to the Arniy Corps of Engineers," Proxmire said, "the Defense 

Department, HEW and GSA are marvels of efficiency. "Rie Corps richly deserves the 

t i t l e of cost overrun king, not only for the total dollars involved but for the 

consistency with which the Corps' projects Individually break the 100 percent 

cost overrun mark. 

"At the present time, the Army Corps of Engineers has 178 major c iv i l ian 

construction projects underway. Of the 178, 83, or 47 percent, have experienced 

a cost overrun of 100 percent or more. Without exception, this is the worst 

record for mismanagement and cost growth in the entire govemment. 

"The baseline cost of these 178 projects was f i r s t estimated as being 

$12,7 b i l l ion. Congress authorized and began funding these projects with those costs 

in mind. Now the same projects wi l l cost $26.7 b i l l i on , for an overrun of $14 

bi l l ion or 110 percent. 

"While occasionally the Defense Department or the Department of 

Transportation may have high figures on specific programs, the scope and consistency 

of the Corps' excesses are breathtaking. 

"Corps projects are concentrated heavily in the South and West. Under 

i ts flood control program, the following dramatic increases stand out: Caesar Creek 

Lake, Ohio, up 243X; Cooper Lake, Texas, up 325%; Fire Island Inlet, New York, up 

325Ï; New Orleans to Venice Hurricane Protection, Lousiana, up 1027%; Sacramento 

river Bank up 356Ï. 

"Navigation projects also have huge cost increases such as Jacksonville 

Harbor, Florida, up 316% and Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway, Alabama, up 321%. 



"The dramatic cost overruns in Corps projects cannot be explained 

away by inf lat ion. When the General Accounting Office analyzed the reasons 

for the cost growth in Corps projects last year, i t found that at least 

one-half of the increase was for changes In engineering, estimating and 

the scope of the project. These are avoidable changes, given thorough 

and proper planning. 

" I t should be recognized that the Corps provides a useful and 

even cr i t ical service to the country. The amount of lives lost to natural 

disaster and property destroyed would be immeasurably higher were I t not 

for the Corps of Engineers. 

"But along with that protection also have come environmental 

disasters, the loss of anadromous fish spawning grounds, destruction of 

wi ld l i fe habitats, channelization of streambeds, s i l t ing and eutrophication 

of lakes and countless other problems. 

" I t seems to be a good time for the Executive Department to 

rethink the mission of the Corps of Engineers. Perhaps the Corps should 

be reoriented to reclaiming polluted waterways, building municipal waste 

treatment fac i l i t ies and other desperately needed capital programs where 

Corps resources could be eff iciently used." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

GOLDEN FLEECE AWARDS FOR 1977 

Given to the biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic example of government 
spending or waste. 

January: Department of Agriculture 

For spending nearly $46,000 to f ind out how long i t takes to cook 
breakfast. USDA did more than lay an egg on this one. I t also spent the tax­
payers' money to figure out how many minutes 1t takes to cook i t . 

For instance, USDA's researchers found that i t takes 838 time measure­
ment units (THO's)to f ry two eggs in a s k i l l e t . A 'time measurement uni t ' or 
'TMU' is something that was also cooked up by the folks at USDA. They decided 
that each THU equals 0.036 second. The Department found that i t takes 1,222 
TMU's to come up with a 6-ounce order of hash and 960 TWU's for some French toast. 

The study gives us more than the big picture. In the case of French 
toast, for example, USDA te l ls us that i t takes 22 TMU's to get the egg, 15 TMU's 
to break i t against the bowl, and so i t goes. 

Now just whom is th is study intended to benefit? According to USDA, 
i t is the food service industry, which allegedly can use this study "to determine 
the direct labor costs to produce a specific menu order and as building blocks 
to develop productivity measures for scheduling employees and control l ing labor 
costs, ' Maybe this 1s so, maybe not. But why should the taxpayers foot the 
b i l l ? I f members of the food service industry can use this Information, l e t 
them pay for i t . 

USDA plans to issue similar studies for lunch and dinner menu items. 
This would bring the total cost of the project to almost $160,000. The breakfast 
tab is bad enough. I ask USDA not to saddle the American people with the check 
for lunch and dinner as wel l . 

February: Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 

For spending nearly $27,000 to determine why inmates want to escape 
from prison. This study is a crime. And i f those responsible for i t were tossed 
in j a i l , I ' l l bet they wouldn't need a dime of the taxpayers' money to decide 
irtiy they wanted to get out. 

Why does LEAA deserve the "Fleece?" l ) I t should be obvious to one 
and a l l why Someone in j a i l wants to get out, and th is study belabors the obvious 
in concluding that 'escape is both a function of the characteristics of individuals 
and the situations in which they f ind themselves,' 2} The study's findings rest 
heavily on the responses of inmates themselves to a questionnaire. Can anyone 
be sure that the Inmates were giving straight answers to the researchers, and i f 
not, can we have any fa i th in the study's conclusions? 3) I ts conclusions are pre­
sented in such technical and obscure language as to reduce greatly any usefulness 
i t might have: 'The increase in predictabi l i ty of escape from R=.64 when secondary 
variables are used singly and R=.61 when questionnaire variables are used singly to 
R=.77 when both are used co jo in t ly , empirically demonstrates that escape is asso­
ciated with both static and dynamic factors. 

The study was supposed to help predict wtiich prisoners are most l i ke ly 
and least l i ke ly to escape and thereby reduce the costs of escape and of providing 
more security than necessary. These are excellent goals. But public funds were 
used to pay for obvious conclusions that anyone could have come up with. 

Last year I voted to abolish LEAA. Had I been successful, the American 
taxpayer would not be saddled with studies l i ke this one. Unfortunately, LEAA 
l ives on, but so does my determination to keep an eye on its spending habits. And 
that 's why LEAA gets the Fleece for February. 



March: Award of Merit to Veterans Administration Director Max Cleland 

There is no "Fleece of the Honth" award for March. Instead, I am 
giving a special award for merit to Max Clelanct the new VA Administrator, who, 
notwithstanding the fact that he is a tr iple amputee, is driving himself to 
and from work in his own car. Hy calculation is that this is a saving to the 
taxpayers of at least $16,000 a year. 

Max Cleland's affirmative example wi l l do more to eliminate the 
chauffeur driven car or limousine from the Washington scene than any other action 
I know. His action can achieve the objective of ny "Fleece of the Month," namely 
to achieve economy in government and discourage the rip-off of the hardpressed 
taxpayer through foolish expenditures. 

This perquisite, which Hr. Cleland spurns, has been the most d i f f icu l t 
to remove. Many officials would rather have their chauffeur driven cars than 
funds for their programs. But i f a tr iple amputee get;, himself to and from work 
every day, how can any Administrator, Director, Commission Chairman, Under Secretary, 
Admiral or General or other self-appointed Washington big-shot hold up his or her 
head when being carried to and from work in a government car? 

I f the head of the Veterans Administration, who carries the innense 
burlen of a $20 bi l l ion budget, supervises 200,000 employees and runs the biggest 
medical and adult education programs in the country and one of üie biggest insurance 
programs can drive himself to work, why can't the others? 

Hearings by my Subcommittee have shown that routinely a govemment chauf­
fered car requires two chauffeurs who earn $7,000 to $8,000 a year each or one person 
who gets $15,000 including overtime. The cost of leasing a car plus i ts maintenance 
adds at least another $1,000. 

April : Smithsonian Institution 

For spending nearly $89,000 of public funds in producing a dictionary 
of Tzotzil, an obscure and unwritten Mayan language spoken by 120,000 corn-farming 
peasants in southern Mexico. 

To make matters worse, this dictionary records the specific dialect 
spoken by only about 10.000 members—or a mere one-twelfth~of this already small 
group. To top i t off, there are no Spanish definitions in the dictionary and thus, 
as acknowledged In the volume's introduction, i t is essentially useless to even 
this tiny band of peasants. All this adds up to spending the taxpayers' money in 
a way that doesn't make sense in any language. 

I am not saying the dictionary is useless or without merit, but we must 
have a set of priorities when i t comes to spending public funds. The shortcomings 
of this work and i ts limited u t i l i t y make i t , in my vifw, not worth the public 
money spent, however worthy i t might be as the object of funding from other sources. 
My criticism, I should emphasize, is of the Smithsonian's lack of judgment in spending 
taxpayers' money for this purpose and in no way reflects adversely on the competence 
and skil ls of the scholar who produced this work. 

Let me point out, too, that the Smithsonian Institution has recently 
been criticized by the General Accounting Office for creating two private corporations 
to convert millions of the taxpayers' dollars into "private money," which i t then 
allegedly spends outside the reach of federal restrictions. One of those corporations 
provided over half the grant money for this dictionary project. This strikes me 
as a good example of what the GAO report might have had in mind. 

I don't know how to say "We've been had" in Tzot i i l , but that sums up 
my feelings on having federal funds pay for this dictionary. 



May: National Endowment for the Humanities 

I am calling double fault on the National Endownent for the Humanities 
for making a $2,500 grant through the state to Arlington County, Virginia, to study 
why people are rude, cheat and l i e on the local tennis courts. The federal tax­
payer should not be taxed to determine why tennis can't always be a "love game.' 

The National Endowment for the Humanities, which wil l spend about $132 
million of federal taxpayers' money this year,made the grant to determine why tennis 
players hog the courts, become frustrated when they have to wait to play, and what 
responsibility local tennis players have in trying to help the county solve i ts 
problem with overcrowding on the courts. 

The grant was just i f ied on grounds that tennis players l ie about the time 
they start to play and resist requests to prove local residency on un-monitored public 
courts. I t was said i t was important to find out why tennis players get frustrated 
when they have to wait for hours or go from court to court to find one on which to 
play. Tlie vandalism of tennis nets, cables, cranks and lights was also cited as a 
serious problem. 

The $2,500 grant, which wil l be matched by in-kind services of the County, 
is provided to: 1) hire the consulting services of a professor of sociology; 2) hire 
the consulting servicesof a professor of ethics and philosophy; 3) conduct a survey of 
the attitudes of about 300 players towards the local tennis regulations and evaluate 
the results; and 4} conduct two public meetings, where among other things the professors 
guide the local tennis players in role playing act ivi t ies, where they take the part 
of the suffering local tennis buffs. 

While there may be too much anger and not enough love on the Arlington 
tennis courts, spending $2,500 of federal funds for this project is a backhanded 
shot which any self-respecting linesman would call "out." The taxpayers of this 
country have been aced for some pretty stupid projects in the past, but a grant to 
study tennis court etiquette is the biggest default to date. 

June: Awards of Merit to the Smithsonian Institution, the Fanners Home Administration 
and the National Science Foundation 

The Smithsonian Institution gets the award of merit for building i ts Air 
and Space Museum on time, for less money than originally requested and for an 

. improvement rather than a reduction in i ts quality, t cannot find another example 
throughout the entire federal government of a building, a weapons system or a water 
project vrtiere this has been the case. The A1r and Space Museum opened on July 1, 
1976, four days early. I t cost $39.5 mil l ion, or $500,000 less than i ts projected 
cost when authorized ten years earlier. And i t Included at least four major features 
not provided for in the original plans, namely a large theater, a planetarium, an 
art gallery and faci l i t ies for handicapped visitors. 

In the period 1972-76 the Fanners Home Achninistratlon had a 32% increase 
in the weighted total of the loans and grants i t made and serviced, while i t had a 
3% reduction In the nunier of persons'(einployee years} doing the job. Some 265 fewer 
persons {employee years) serviced over 2,800 additional farm ownership and operating 
loans, low income housing loans, and conmunity loans for watershed and sewers. 

1.) The National Science Foundation has funded work to build a man-made 
working gene, the basic chemical unit which in combination controls the growth and 
development of all l iving things. This breakthrough may pave the way for producing 
supplies of infection fighting chemicals, insulin or other medically important substances, 
Z) NSF research is finding methods of improving on nature's own way of replenishing 
nitrogen in the so i l . 3) The NSF has supported pioneering research on how the brain 
recovers after being damaged. This type of basic research should result in a clearer 
understanding and better treatment of a whole range of nerve related medical problems. 



July: U,S, Postal Service 

For spending over $3,4 million on a Madison Avenue ad campaign to make 
Americans write more letters to one another. In addition, the Postal Service spent 
almost $775,000 more In a seemingly fut i le effort to test whether the campaign 
works, a classic case of throwing good money after bad. This tall ies up to a grand 
total of over $4 million of the taxpayers' money. 

Spending public money trying to make Americans more prol i f ic letter-
writers is a dubious project at best. Moreover, there 1s a very great question 
of whether a government subsidized agency should be in the game of trying to drum 
up more business for I tself . After a l l , we do not ask the Defense Department to 
start a war in order to use our military hardware more eff iciently. 

The Postal Service claims the greater volume of first-class mall that 
might be generated by this campaign would produce more revenues: "This program 
has as its objective stimulation of revenues through increased personal letter 
writing volume. Personal letter writing volume has not grown in recent years, and 
moreover, total first-class mall is expected to decline in future years as a result 
of increased reliance upon electronic transfers. Since first-class mail is the major 
revenue producer for the Postal Service and manpower and equipment are presently 
available to handle additional volume, increased household correspondence volume 
wo'ild provide additional revenues," 

Unfortunately, the road to Hell is paved with good intentions, and that's 
what we've got in this case. Postal Service representatives indicate that al l 
classes of mail are now losing money. In fiscal year 1976 the Postal Service deficit 
was almost $1.2 b i l l ion, and a $2.4 bi l l ion deficit is expected in the 12 months 
beginning next March 25. Increasing the volume of first-class mall may, therefore, 
simply contribute further to Postal Service deficits. 

Beyond that, the Postal Service cannot seem to figure out how to test 
its campaign to see what effect i t is having. Postal Service bureaucrats have so 
far been unable to agree on the meaning of their over 3/4 of a million dollars' 
worth of test results. That's why, they say, they may spend another $1 million 
for further testing of this campaign in 1978. 

August: Department of Transportation 

For spending $225,000 on a report which forecasts transportation needs 
1n the year 2025 under four separate science fiction "scenarios"—where the United 
States undergoes an Ice Age, becomes a dictatorship, is transformed into a hippy 
culture or blossoms into a society the authors term "the American Dream." In i ts 
imaginary setting. Its pursuit of the obvious and i ts predictions of the future, 
this is perhaps the most speculative, impractical and redundant study ever paid 
for by the government. 

What did the American taxpayer get for $225,000? Certain obvious facts 
and dubious predictions: 

—that i f there were an Ice Age, a "very large number of people" wi l l 
be forced or attracted to move to the South and Southwest to escape an 
undesirable climate. 
--that i f there were urban guerilla warfare, cities would need more 
transit police, automobile use in affl icted regions would become risky 
and damage insurance rates would rise. 
—the cost per gallon of gasolinejtax Included) would be $1.70 in an 
Ice Age, $1.50 in a hippy society, $1.85 under a dictatorship and 
$1.05 in a "success" future. 

The authors urge their readers to study a new rai l cargo transport systen 
and then "solve the legal, organizational, financial, union, and political problems 
attendant In bringing such a special intermodal rai l network into existence." In 
other words, we are told that the solution to the problem is to solve I t ! Perhaps 
the Department of Transportation should examine the transportation implications i f 
Congress were to abolish the Department's futuristic research division. 



September: Nat ional Endowment f o r the Arts 

For making a $6025 grant to an a r t i s t t o f i l m the throwing o f crepe 
paper and burning gases out o f h igh f l y i n g a i r p l anes . The Nat ional Endovment 
f o r the A r t s , which w i l l spend $123.5 i r l l l i o n o f federa l money In the coming year , 
made t h i s grant i n order to "document on f i l m an event designed to a l t e r an 
audience's immediate environment f o r a shor t per iod o f t i m e , " according to Hancy 
Hanks, the Endowment's Chairman. 

The audience's inmediate environment i s a l t e r e d when fou r one m i le - l ong 
20 inch-wide crepe paper r o l l s were thrown out o f two small planes f l y i n g over El 
Paso, Texas. The crepe paper r o l l s were accompanied by two sky d i v e r s , who ree led 
out the crepe paper as they 'Cthe paper and sky d ive rs ) f e l l to the ground. Another 
taxpayer-sponsored drop involved a team o f skydivers parachut ing down to ear th in 
Pennsylvania wearing backpacks o f glowing gases. 

here i s how some o f the $6025 i n grant moni;y were spent: $1424.28 f o r 
a i r f a re and lodg ing f o r the a r t i s t and her husbaid, who served as cameraman, f o r a 
week's stay i n February o f 1975 on the Caribbean is land of S t . Maarten. (The 
a r t i s t explained t h a t i t was necessary t o go t o t h i s e<clusive reso r t i s land i n 
order to f i l m one o f the environments which had in f lue; iced her development as an 
a r t i s t . ) $1713.32 fo r t r a v e l expenses, i nc l ud ing a i r "are, meals, car ren ta l and 
a i r p o r t parking to the Southwest in August, 1976, f o r -:he a r t i s t , her cameraman 
husband, a sky d i ve r and two o f her c h i l d r e n , who were the ground crew assigned 
to r e t r i e v e the dropped crepe paper. 

The movie, which runs about 20 minutes, was received by the Endovment 
on ly a f t e r my s t a f f asked t o see i t l a s t month. The f i l m , to which the a r t i s t re ta ins 
the copy r igh t , contains only b r i e f glimpses o f the crepe paper and l i g h t drops. 
^^ICh of t he f i l m shows various scenes of the a r t i s t posing 1n St . Maarten. 

While I s t rong ly support t he idea o f f r ee expression by a l l c r ea t i ve 
a r t i s t s and be l ieve tha t the crepe paper dropping a r t i s t s incere ly bel ieves i n the 
importance o f her work, I see no reason f o r the federa l govemment t o support 
these a c t i v i t i e s . 

October: Department o f Labor 

For g ran t ing a $384,948 con t rac t to h i r e 101 persons under the Compre­
hensive Employment and Tra in ing Act (CETA) to do a door- to-door survey to count the 
dogs, cats and horses a t t he 160,000 houses and apartments in Ventura County, C a l i f . 
While the Cons t i tu t ion requi res a decennial census of the people, spending the 
taxpayers ' hard earned d o l l a r s t o count t he animals is not required by e i t h e r the 
Founding Fathers or by conmon sense, 

CETA funds are not only supposed t o provide j obs . They are supposed t o 
s a t i s f y some unmet, pressing l oca l need. According to the proposal submitted t o 
the Department o f Labor, the important loca l need to be s a t i s f i e d invo lved f i n d i n g 
out how many dogs were not inmunized against rab ies . Preventing the b i t i n g o f humans 
by rab id animals is an important and ser ious object ive- , however, the Animal Regulat ion 
Di rec tor o f Ventura County admitted to my s t a f f t h a t there had not been a case of 
rabies among dogs or cats i n the county in over a decade! 

Sa lar ies w i l l run from $3.25 per hour f o r the census takers t o $256 
per week f o r the admin is t ra t i ve aides who w i l l supervise the p r o j e c t . 

Cr i t i c i sms were ra ised by both p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s and federa l o f f i c i a l s 
against t h i s p r o j e c t , but l oca l o f f i c i a l s doggedly maintained t h e i r b i t e on the 
federal taxpayers. These o f f i c i a l s maintain thatneeded loca l revenue would be ra ised 
through the sale o f l icenses t o the owners o f unregis tered dogs. Obviously, the 
survey w i l l use a great amount of federal tax do l l a r s i n order t o ra i se r e l a t i v e l y 
few d o l l a r s f o r a l oca l govemment. That 's c l e a r l y a case of robbing Peter t o pay 
Paul, 

Here i s a pe r fec t example o f what can happen when the u n i t o f govemment 
which spends money i s not the same as the one which has to r a i se i t i n the f i r s t 
p lace. The need to ra i se the revenues t h a t are spent l o c a l l y imposes a d i s c i p l i n e 
on a u n i t o f govemment t h a t was c l e a r l y missing In t h i s case. 



November: Pentagon civi l ian and military brass 

For misusing military aircraft on a massive scale at a cost to the tax­
payers of at least $52.3 million. These officials have systematically misused 
military planes for low priority missions—support and personal flights—instead 
of for combat training and for fl ights where available commercial transportation 
was many times cheaper. I t is a classic example of putting the priviliges of rank 
and the logistics ta i l before the combat teeth. 

What we have here is the picture, of every high ranking officer or civi l ian 
in the Pentagon simply being able to request govemment transportation free regard­
less of its cost or mission. This puts the l ie to the age-old excuse of the military 
services that transportation of the generals and admirals is appropriate because the 
aircraft have to f ly anyway, and there is no additional cost i f the brass go along. 
In fact there are substantial extra costs: the cost O'er the price of available 
commercial transportation; the cost of having extra ai xraf t on hand; the price we 
pay in not having our pilots trained for wartime missions. 

Defense Department auditors—the Defense Audit Service—should get a 
commendation for uncovering massive abuse of government aircraft: 

--D0D auditors reviewed 2700 military a i r l i f t missions and found that 
55% of the domestic fl ights and 17% of the foreign fl ights could have 
been accomplished on scheduled commercial air transportation at a 
saving of $1.4 million. 
--The Marine Corps operated an aircraft squadron with the policy of 
flying an extra plane behind every plane carrying a general or flag 
rank officer. There would be passengers only on the lead aircraft. The 
second was for emergency back-up for the brass. 
--Air Force pilots were being required to f ly so many administrative 
support missions that they were not getting their required wartime 
readiness training exercises. 

There are 18,000 active aircraft and helicopters in the U.S. arsenal. 
11,200 of these are support aircraft or transports. Only 6800 are pure combat aircraft. 
I t is readily apparent that there are far too many support aircraft in ratio to 
combat aircraft. 

Wartime readiness training should come before al l else. Administrative 
support and command aircraft should be used only in those few instances where there 
is no connercial transportation available and then only when there is an off icial 
business justif ication for the f l ight . Local commanders should be restricted In their 
broad authority to use administrative jets as their personal toys, 

December: Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

For a series of outrageous expenditures for its Chairman's personal use 
as revealed in a General Accounting Office Report. These expenditures were made by 
the FDIC on behalf of i ts former Chairman, Robert E. Barneti;, who served March 76'May 77. 

-- Agency funds were used to pay the travel expenses of his wife, who 
accompanied him on 7 trips to such exotic places as Puerto Rico, Manila. 
and Hexico City. Mr. Barnett bil led the FDIC for over $6,100 to pay his 
and his wife's travel expenses on these 7 tr ips. 
— Agency vehicles were used to transport Mrs. Barnett to the doctor, to 
transport Hrs. Barnett and her children on a vis i t to the Hirschborn 
Museum, and in one case the Barnett children were chauffered to Rehobeth 
Beach by two FDIC employees using an agency car. 
--The FDIC paid Mr. Barnett's membership fees in a private tennis club 
in Virginia. 

Even though funds to support the FDIC are derived from fees and premiums 
assessed against conmercial banks, the cost of this high living by certain bank reg­
ulatory officials is ultimately passed on to the public in the form of higher prices 
for bank services. Many of these Items may be dismissed as petty chiseling. Nonetheless, 
taken as a whole, I think they indicate the need for closer budgetary and accounting 
controls over the FDIC. 



Fleece of the Year: Treasury Departmenl 

For its zealous support of ¡m end-of-the-year. end run attempt to amend 
the tax laws at a cost to the taxpayers of over $400 million this year. 

A l i t t l e known provision of the tax laws allows Americans who are 
residents abroad for 17 of 18 months to exclude $20,000 «^ f rned ncome from th^i r 
income tax base. I f they stay three years, the ^"«""t rises to $25,000 Farther, 
i f they pay any Income taxes to a foreign govemmsit that amount can be offset 
against any American tax owed on amounts in excess of the $20,000 or $25,000. In 
addition, the exclusion is "taken off the top" so that an American living on the 
French R viera for 18 months who makes $40,000 can not only f^^uct $20 000 rom the 
$40.000 but pays his remaining taxes at the lower $20,000 rather than the higher 
$40,000 rate. 

In 1976 Congress reformed this provision. But because of extraordinary 
oressures and lobbying from Americans and American firms doing business abroad, 
the effect of the new law was postponed until the tax year 1977, How the Treasury 
is pushing postponement for yet another year. Officials there have succumbed to the 
moans from mink-swathed Americans abroad who now pay no or few taxes but wi l l have 
to begin paying taxes (of course they moan) and to arguments that the provision both 
creates jobs and stimulates business abroad. I f we provided a $20,000 tax exclusion 
for employees of any firm doing business in Wisconsin, the state would be overrun 
with new businesses. But that wouldn't be fair to the rest of the American tax­
payers living either at home or abroad. 

These provisions make absolutely no sense. An American l iving in London, 
Paris, Rio or on a Greek island resort has no hardships equal to those of an auto 
worker in Racine, a paper mill employee in northern Wisconsin or a farmer near Lacrosse. 
Yet a Wisconsin family of four would pay taxes of $2,500 to $4,000 a year on the 
amount of income' which the American abroad excludes from his Income entirely. 

No argument can be made that i t helps the " l i t t l e man." According to 
the Treasury's Office of Tax Analysis, more than half the benefits of this loophole 

goes to Americans making $50,000 or more. Over 90% of the benefits are taken bv those 
with incomes over $30,000 a year. 

tho c «. * fln^ricans l iving abroad receive a vast array of services and should pay 
S < - « % i t * ' " * ^ ' î ^l ^""^- "^^y 9̂ *̂  ^^^ protection of the American military 
S sfdl'es t o ' t i r S ^ ' '?^ the American Embassy where they l ive, and the benefit of ^ 
th= 1«! f ° ^•^^ Anierican airline or shipping company which got them there In fart 

tte 1976 law. «ir solution. ™a'could be done quickly by amending 

'»= y « r . l " S i ê s r e g e i ' S y X ^ Î l i i r ; ; " J ' - Î Î " ' «>" »"•" -"» f ^ the rest Of 

«1Æ ̂ àBp^^ -"-ioii,si„iSÆ:?«£:i:å;io. ̂  



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. MONOAY, JANUARY 24, 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Monday that his "Golden 

Fleece of the Month" award winner for January is the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA), "which spent nearly $46,000 to determine how long i t takes to 

cook breakfast. ' 

"USDA did more than lay an egg on this one. I t also spent the taxpayers* 

money to figure out how many minutes i t takes to cook i t . " 

Proxmire makes monthly "Golden Fleece" awards for the biggest or most 

ironic example of wasting federal tax funds. Manthly awards are followed by a "Fleece 

of the Year" winner in late December, 

Proxmire sits on the Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee, which 

oversees USDA's budget. He also serves as Chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs and the Joint Economic Committee's Subconmittee on 

Priorities and Economy in Government. 

"Why does USDA deserve the 'Fleece' for January? A few examples of what 

i ts study produced answers that question-

"For instance, USDA's researchers found that i t takes 838 time measurement 

units (TMU's) to fry two eggs in a sk i l le t . In case you're wondering, a 'time 

measurement uni t 'or THl' is something that was also cooked up by the folks at USDA. 

And they decided that each THU equals 0.036 seconds. 

"Frankly, I think i t would take less time just to fry those two eggs 

and eat them than i t would to translate a l l those TMU's into seconds on your handy 

calculator. And besides, i t might be a lot more fun. 

"But l e t ' s see what else USDA discovered in i ts culinary Olympics. Did 

you realize that i t takes 1,222 TMU's to come up with a six-ounce order of hash? 

But you needn't wait that long for a nice breakfast. I f you can s i t s t i l l for 960 

TMU's, you' l l be enjoying some French toast. 

"This study gives us more than the big picture. Refinements abound. 

In the case of French toast, for example, USDA te l ls us that i t takes 22 TMU's to get 

the egg. I f that seems l ike a long time, i t ' s reassuring to know that only 15 TMU's 

are consumed in breaking that same egg against the bowl. And so i t goes, 

"Now just who is this study intended to benefit? According to USDA, i t 

is the food service industry, which allegedly can use this study 'to determine the 



"The estimated $16,000 a year savings is based on extensive hearings 

by my Subcofimittee which show that routinely a government chauffeured car requires 

two chauffeurs who earn $7,000 to $8,000 a year each or one person who gets $15,000 

including overtime. The cost of leasing a car plus i ts maintenance adds at least 

another $1,000, 

" I intend to continue giving a 'Fleece of the Month' award to the 

agency that has indulged in the most conspicuous or outrageous example of wasteful 

spending for that month. But I also intend to recognize from time to time fine 

examples of economizing which should shame the remaining government agencies into 

reforming their practices and to cut down waste," 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H., THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-W1s) announced Thursday that his "Golden 

Fleece of the Month" award winner for February is the Law Enforcement Assistance 

Administration (lEAA), "which spent nearly $27,000 to determine why inmates want to 

escape from prison. 

"This study is a crime. And I f those responsible for i t were tossed in 

j a i l , I ' l l bet they wouldn't heed a dime of the taxpayers' money to decide why they 

wanted to get out." 

Proxmire makes monthly "Golden Fleece" awards for the biggest or most 

ironic example of wasting federal tax funds. Monthly awards are followed by a 

"Fleece of the Year" winner in late December. 

Proxmire sits on the Senate Appropriations Committee, which oversees 

LEAA's budget. He also serves as Chairman of the Senate Coiranittee on Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs and the Joint Economic Committee's Subcommittee on Priorities and 

Economy in Govemment. 

"Why does LEAA deserve the 'Fleece' for February? There are at least 

three good reasons. 

"First of a l l , the researchers are beating a dead horse in asking this 

question. I t should be obvious to one and a l l why someone in j a i l wants to get out. 

And this study belabors the obvious in concluding that 'escape is both a function of 

the characteristics of individuals and the situations in which they find themselves.' 

"Second, the study's findings rest heavily on the responses of inmates 

themselves to a questionnaire. I can't for the l i f e of me imagine why prisoners 

anywhere would want to help their captors keep them in captivity. In other words, 

can anyone be sure that the inmates were giving straight answers to the researchers? 

And I f not, can we have any fai th in the study's conclusions? 

"And f ina l ly , even i f one concedes there might be some merit to this 

study, i ts conclusions are couched in such technical and obscure language as to 

reduce greatly any usefulness i t might have. To cite one example, the researchers 

te l l us that: 

The increase In predictability of escape from R=.64 when 
secondary variables are used singly and R=.51 when questionnaire 
variables are used singly to R=,77 when both are used cojolntlv 
empirically demonstrates that escape is associated with both 
static and dynamic factors. 



Proxmire, 2 

"Now just what is the avowed purpose of this study? I t Is supposed 

to help predict which prisoners are most l ikely and least l ikely to escape and thereby 

reduce the costs of escaperarid of providing more security than necessary. 

"This sounds great. I am al l for these goals of escape prediction and 

cost reduction. But le t 's look at some specific examples of what the researchers 

found, 

"First, they said that the escaper is more l ikely than other inmates 

to be. among other things, one who has been 'turned down for parole' and 'not 

scheduled for parole review.' Is i t suprlsing to learn that a prisoner whose parole 

route is blocked might seek the escape route instead? Of course not. Yet public 

funds were used to pay for just such a profound conclusion. 

"In a second conclusion, the study reported that 'Analyses tend to depict 

the escaper, particularly the multiple escaper, as a career criminal. ' Again, is 

anyone dumbfounded by this finding? Hardly. This is a matter of conmon sense. Yet 

our tax dollars and cents paid for the research that produced this gem. 

"Thirdly, an 'implication' of the study is that there Are certain 

'c r i t ica l times' for escape. These are said to include the times 'when an Inmate Is 

f i r s t admitted or transferred to a unit , when his program progress is stalemated, 

when he encounters family d i f f i cu l t ies , and when he feels his security threatened.' 

I must ask, again, are these elusive or amazing determinations? I don't think so. 

The man on the street knows as much. Yet that very same average American citizen 

was forced to foot the b i l l for such findings. 

"Let me be very clear on one point. I am not saying this study is a l l 

bad. Its objectives are good, and some of Its contents may well be helpful. But 

we must have a set o r prior i t ies when i t comes to spending the taxpayers' money. 

The deficiencies of this study make i t , in my view, not worth the money spent, 

"Last year I was one of two United States Senators to vote against 

reauthorizing LEAA. I wanted to abolish the agency entirely. Had I been successful, 

the American taxpayer would not be saddled with paying for studies l ike this one. 

"Unfortunately, LEAA lives on. But so does my determination to keep an 

eye on i ts spending habits. And that's why LEAA gets the 'Fleece' for February." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Wednesday that "There wi l l 

be no 'Fleece of the Honth" award for March. Instead, I am giving a special award 

for merit to Max Cleland, the new Administrator of the Veterans Adnlnistration, 

who, notwithstanding the fact that he is a t r ip le amputee, is driving himself to 

and from work in his own car. My calculation is that this is a savings to the 

taxpayers of at least $16,000 a year." 

Proxmire is Chairman of theSenate Appropriations Subcommittee on HUD-

Independent Agencies, which has jurisdiction over the funds of the Veterans Administration. 

"For two years I have given a 'Fleece of the Month' award to the biggest, 

most ridiculous, or ironic example of waste of the taxpayers' money. This month I 

am substituting an award of merit to Hac Cleland, who drives himself to work in his 

own seven year-old specially equipped Oldsmobile, which has clocked 160,000 miles. 

"Max Cleland's affirmative example wi l l do more to eliminate the 

chauffeur driven car or limousine from the Washington scene than any other action 

I know. This special award is given to him because his affirmative example can 

achieve the objective of my 'Fleece of the Month,' namely to achieve economy in 

government and discourage the r ip-off of the hardpressed taxpayer through foolish 

expenditures. 

"I am giving the award to Max Cleland because his action is aimed at 

getting rid of the one govemment perquisite which has been the most d i f f i cu l t to 

remove. Many of f ic ia ls would rather have their chauffeur driven cars than funds 

for their programs, 

"But i f a t r ip le amputee who holds both the Bronze and Silver Stars gets 

himself to and from work.every day, how can any Administrator, Director, Conmission 

Chairman, Under Secretary. Admiral or General or other self-proclaimed Washington 

big-shot hold up his or her head when being carried to and from work in a government car? 

" I f the head of the Veterans' Administration who carries the imnense 

burden of a $20 bi l l ion budget, supervises 200,000 employees and runs the biggest 

medical and adult education programs in the country and one of the biggest insurance 

programs can drive himself to work, why can't the others? 



"The estimated $16,000 a year savings is based on extensive hearings 

by my Subconmittee which show that routinely a government chauffeured car requires 

two chauffeurs who earn $7,000 to $8,000 a year each or one person who gets $15,000 

including overtime. The cost of leasing a car plus i ts maintenance adds at least 

another $1,000. 

"I intend to continue giving a 'Fleece of the Month' award to the 

agency that has indulged in the most conspicuous or outrageous example of wasteful 

spending for that month. But I also intend to recognize from time to time fine 

examples of economizing which should shame the remaining government agencies Into 

reforming their practices and to cut down waste." 

## 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A,t4. THURSDAY. APRIL 14, 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-W1s) announced Thursday that " I am giving 

the 'Golden Fleece of the Month' award for April to the Smithsonian Institution 

for spending nearly $89,Q00 of public funds in producing a dictionary of Tzotzi l , 

an obscure and unwritten Mayan language spoken by 120,000 corn-farming peasants in 

southern Hexico. 

"To make matters worse, this dictionary records the specific dialect 

spoken by only about 10,000 members—or a mere one-twelfth—of this already small 

group. 

"To top I t off, there are no Spanish definitions in the dictionary and 

thus, as acknowledged in the volume's introduction, i t is essentially useless to 

even this tiny band of peasants. 

"All this adds up to spending the taxpayers' money in a way that doesn't 

make sense in any language," 

Proxmire makes monthly "Golden Fleece" awards for the biggest or most 

ironic example of wasting federal tax funds. Monthly awards are followed by a 

"Fleece of the Year" winner in late December. 

Proxmire sits on the Senate Appropriations Committee, which oversees 

the Smithsonian Institution's budget. He also serves as Chairman of the Senate 

Conmittee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs and the Joint Economic Committee's 

Subcommittee on Priorities and Economy in Government. 

"An attempted just i f icat ion for this expenditure of public funds includes 

the following statement from the dictionary's introduction: 

General dictionaries of obscure languages are not fashionable, 
but I f the understanding of human cultural behavior is the goal of 
anthropology, and i f language i s . in a sense, a 'mirror for man.' the 
pragmatic and semantic Investigation of man's socially patterned 
l inguist ic habits Is surely relevant. 

"Yet that same introduction contains other statements which raise serious 

doubts about the wisdom of spending tax dollars on such a project. Let me cite some 

specifics. 

"First, the dictionary's introduction, which was written by the same 

person who compiled the volume, contains this passage: 

I have been asked how I secured the information in this dictionary. 
And aside from the techniques described for the botanical section, I 
have no answer. I know that sober and drunk we laughed and groaned 
and chatted in 'the true language" for ten days and ten years, in 
museums, and on mountain t r a i l s , shivering in icy San,Cristobal rooms, 
and basking beneath a Zinacantec sun. 



Proxmire 2 • • ' 

To say the leas t , this description of 'research technique' makes me wonder about 

the worth of this volume and certainly about spending public funds to support i t . 

"Second, the dictionary's researcher made this comment in the intro­

duction about the absence of Spanish definit ions: 

My main regret is that th is dictionary bears heavy witness 
to the school of imperialistic anthropology--lackinq Spanish 
definit ions, i t could have but one use for the Zinacantecs, the 
same alluded to discretely by Don Juan, 'You know what we do with 
paper in Hexico. ' 

This remark speaks for I tself . I , for one, do not think we should spend public 

money to produce 'paper' for that purpose. 

"And f inal ly, the compiler of this volume, in the 'acknowledgments' 

section, uses the phrase 'soon to collect dust on library shelves' in referring to 

this tome. That helps me make my final point. I am not saying the dictionary is 

useless or without merit. But we must have a set of pr ior i t ies when i t comes to spending 

public funds. The shortcomings of this work and i t s limited u t i l i t y make i t . in 

my view, not worth the public money spent, however worthy i t might be as the object 

of funding from other sources. 

"I recognize, of course, that some of the statements I've quoted were 

made tongue-in-cheek. And I certainly appreciate the candor and sense of humor 

underlying these remarks. But this doesn't help much in justifying the federal funds 

that were spent on this project. 

"My cri t icism, I should emphasize, is of the Smithsonian's lack of 

judgment in spending taxpayers' money for th is purpose and in no way reflects ' 

adversely on the competence and sk i l l s of the scholar who produced this work. 

"Let me point out, too, that the Smithsonian Insti tution has recently 

been cr i t ic ized by the General Accounting Office for creating two private corporations 

to convert millions of the taxpayers' dollars into 'private money,' which i t then 

allegedly spends outside the reach of federal res t r i c t ions . One of those corporations 

provided over half the grant money for this dictionary project. This str ikes me as 

a good example of what the GAO report might have had in mind. 

"I don't know how to say 'We've been had' in Tzotzil, but that about 

suras up my feelings when I learned that federal funds had been used to help produce 

this dictionary. For that reason, the Smithsonian Inst i tut ion is more than deserving 

of the 'Golden Fleece' award for April." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. MONDAY,HAY 9. 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (O-Wis.) said Honday "1 am calling double fault on the 

National Endovment for the Himanities and giving them my Fleece of the Month Award for 

Hay for making a $2,500 grant to Arlington County, Virginia to study why people are rude, 

ill-mannered, cheat and l ie on the local tennis courts. By watching He Hastase or Bob 

Hewitt throw their tantrums on national television taxpayers could be saved the expense. 

The federal taxpayer should not be taxed to determine why tennis can't always be a love game'.' 

Proxmire Is Chainnan of the Senate Balking. Housing, and Urban Affairs Craimittee and a 

member of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional Joint Economic Conmittee. The Fleece 

of the Honth Award is given for the biggest, most ironic, or most ridiculous example of 

wasteful government spending for the month. 

"The National Endowment for the Humanities, which will spend about $132 million of 

federal taxpayer's money th is year, has made a grant to Arlington County, Virginia to 

determine why tennis players hog the courts, become frustrated when they have to wait to 

play, and what responsibility local tennis players have in trying to help the country solve 

i t s hore tennis players than tennis courts' problem. 

"The $2,500 grant, which will be matched by in-kind services of the County, is 

provided to : 1) hire the consulting services of a professor of sociology, 2) hire the 

consulting services of a professor of ethics and philosophy, 3)conduct a survey of the 

attitudes of about 300 players towards the local tennis regulations and evaluate the resul ts , 

and 4} to conduct two public meetings where among other things the professors guide the local 

tennis players in role playing activi t ies where they take the part of the suffering local 

tennis buffs. 

"While there may be too much anger and not enough love on the Arlington tennis courts, 

spending $2,500 of federal funds for this project is a backhanded shot which any self-

respecting linesman would call 'out . ' 

"Even though $2,500 is equal to 27 weeks of work at the minimum wage or about the 

federal tax bill of the average American family, i t is not the biggest example of waste in 

the government. Perhaps I t should be called a mini-Fleece. But spending $2,500 to 

determine why people misbehave on the tennis courts is certainly the most ridiculous example 

of federal spending for the month. 

"The grant was justified on grounds that tennis players l ie about the time they 

star t to play and resist requests to prove local residency on un-monitored public courts. 

I t was said i t was Important to find out why tennis players get frustrated when they have to 

wait for hours or go from court to court to find one on which to play. The vandalism of 

tennis nets, cables, cranks, and lights was also cited as a serious prdblemíOVER) 



"The taxpayers of this country have been aced for some pretty stupid projects 

in the past, but a grant to study tennis court etiquette is the biggest default to date. 

"The ball is in your court. National Endovment. Studying why tennis buffs hog the 

courts is not exactly on any l i s t of national spending priorit ies of viiich I am award." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. THURSDAY, JUNE 16 . 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Thursday that "instead of a 'Fleece 

of the Honth' award for June I am giving a special 'Award of Merit' to three 

government agencies—the Smithsonian Inst i tut ion, the Farmers Home Administration 

and the National Science Foundation—for specific examples of wise, economical, 

effective and constructive use of taxpayers' money. 

"This month's merit award givesme special pleasure as two of the three agencies— 

the National Science Foundation and the Smithsonian Institution—have in the past 

received my 'Fleece of the Month' award for the biggest, most ridiculous or Ironic 

example of waste of the taxpayers' money." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Conmittee 

and a member of the Senate Appropriations Conmittee, which has jurisdict ion over the 

public funds Congress appropriates to these agencies or Inst i tu t ions . 

"Here are the facts on which the awards are based, 

"The Smithsonian Inst i tut ion gets my award of merit for building i t s Air and 

Space Museum on time, for less money than originally requested and for an improvement 

rather than a reduction in i t s quality. I cannot find another example throughout 

the entire government of a building, a weapons system or a water project where this 

has been the case. Routinely government projects are finished l a t e , at many times 

the originally estimated cost and with a reduction In quality, 

"The Air and Space Museum opened on July 1, 1976, four days early. I t cost 

$39.5 million, or $500,000 less than i t s projected cost when authorized ten years 

ear l ier in 1966. And i t included at least four major features not provided for 

in the original plans, namely a large theater , a planetarium, an art gallery and 

fac i l i t i e s for handicapped v i s i to r s . 

"In i t s own way the Farmers Home Administration has done a remarkable job In 

increasing the productivity of i t s programs. In the period 1972-1976 the FmHA 

had a 32 percent increase in the weighted total of the loans and grants I t made and 

serviced, while I t had a 3 percent reduction in the number of persons (employee years) 

doing the job. Sane 265 fewer persons (employee years) serviced over 2,800 additional 

farm ownership and operating loans, low income housing loans, and conmunity loans for 

watershed and sewers among the 19 major programs included In their productivity index. 



"This was done under a government-wide productivity program sponsored by the 

General Accounting Office. The program is designed to provide the govemment with 

the same kind of measurement system for productivity which is widely used in the 

private sector. As many aspects of govemment programs can be automated--sending 

out social security or Veterans Administration checks, for example—tens of millions 

of dollars can be saved by the use of capital equipment, naking procedures more 

routine and providing a measurement system for government processes. 

"The National Science Foundation, which I have strongly crit icized in the 

past for frivolous or ridiculous projects, gets my award for merit for three major 

act iv i t ies. 

"F i rs t , NSF has funded work, in whole or in part, to build a man-made working 

gene, the basic chemical unit which in combination controls the growth and development 

of a l l l iving things. 

"This breakthrough was heralded around the world last year and may well pave 

the way for producing large supplies of expensive, rare or medically important 

substances such as insulin or infection fighting chemicals. 

"Second, research sponsored by the NSF has achieved promising results in finding 

•methods of Improving on nature's own way of replenishing nitrogen in the so i l . NSF-

sponsored research has involved two methods. The f i r s t increases the number of 

edible plants which can interact with bacteria l iv ing at the plants' roots in order 

to ' f i x ' atmospheric nitrogen in the so i l . The second is an exotic approach which 

involves getting the plants themselves to directly ' f i x ' the atmospheric nitrogen 

without the presence of the bacteria. 

"With the serious energy crisis upon us, these breakthroughs when further developed 

might be substituted for a r t i f i c i a l chemical fe r t i l i ze rs , which cost the U.S. producers 

over $2 b i l l ion last year. 

"Third, the NSF has supported pioneering research on how the brain recovers after 

being damaged. For the f i r s t time biologists can study how nerve growth takes place 

in a particular part of an animal's brain after the brain has been injured. This 

type of basic research should result in a clearer understanding and better treatment 

of a whole range of nerve related medical problems. 

" I t gives me great pleasure to honor the Smithsonian Inst i tut ion, the Fanners 

Home Administration and the Hational Science Foundation this month." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. HONDAY. JULY 25, 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (O-Wis) announced Monday that " I am giving 

my 'Golden Fleece of the Month' award for July to the United States Postal Service 

for spending over $3,4 mil l ion on a Hadison Avenue ad campaign trying to make Americans 

write more letters to one another. In addition, the Postal Service spent almost 

$775,000 more in a seemingly fu t i l e effort to test whether the campaign works, a 

classic case of throwing good money after bad. This ta l l ies up to a grand total of 

over $4 mi l l ion of the taxpayers' money. 

"Spending public money trying to make flinericans more p ro l i f i c le t te r -

writers is a dubious project at best. People write let ters for many reasons, but I 

doubt that a public relations pitch from the federal government is one of them. In 

my view, this, kind of hype just won't make Americans type, 

"Moreover, there is a very great question'of whether a government-

subsidized agency should be in the game of trying to drum up more business for i t se l f . 

"We do not ask the Defense Department to start a war in order to use our 

mil i tary hardware more ef f ic ient ly . 

"We do not ask social security contributors to ret i re earl ier so we can 

make more ef f ic ient use of that agency's computers to send out the checks. 

"We do not try to increase the level of unemployment so we may make more 

eff ic ient use of our administrative machinery for sending out the compensation checks. 

"Vet the Postal Service insists on coughing up mill ions of dollars on an 

ad campaign to promote increased household correspondence. 

"In launching this ef fort the Postal Service claims the greater volume of 

f i rst-class mail that might be generated by this campaign would produce more revenues. 

"But Postal Service representatives with whom my staff has talked indicate 

that a l l classes of mail are, at this time, losing money. Increasing the volume of 

f i rst-class mail may, therefore, simply contribute further to Postal Service def ic i ts . 

"Beyond that, the Postal Service cannot seem to figure out how to test 

i t s campaign to see what effect i t is having. Postal Service bureaucrats have so far 

been unable to agree on the meaning of their over 3/4 of a mil l ion dollars' worth of 

test results. 

"That is why, they say, they may spend another $1 mil l ion for further 

testing of this campaign in 1978. 



"To sum i t up, while the Postal Service public relations people, . : . i • - . - . 

stat ist ic ians, and market analysts have been hunched over the drawing board trying to 

devise and test this highly questionable Madison Avenue caper, the American taxpayer 

has picked up the tab, 

"This is a burden which our taxpayers should not be asked to bear and a 

1UXUI7 which our federal Treasury cannot afford." 

Proxmire makes monthly "Golden Fleece" awards for the biggest, most 

ridiculous or most Ironic example of wasting federal tax funds. Monthly awards are 

followed by a "Fleece of the Year" winner in late Oecenter. 

Proxmire s i ts on the Senate Appropriations Conmittee, which oversees the 

use of appropriated funds by the Postal Service. He also serves as Chairman of the 

Senate Conmittee on Banking,,Housing and Urban Affairs and the Joint Economic Comiittee's 

Subconmittee on Prior i t ies and Economy in Government. 

"The Postal Service may have had good intentions when i t embarked on i ts 

so-called 'Household Correspondence Program.' As one of i t s senior o f f i c ia ls wrote 

. to me: 

This program has as i ts objective stimulation of revenues through 
increased personal le t te r writ ing volume. Personal le t ter writing 
volume has not grown in recent years and moreover, total f i rst-class 
mail is expected to decline in future years as a result of Increased 
reliance upon electronic transfers. Since f i rst-c lass mall is the 
major revenue producer for the Postal Service and manpower and 
equipment are presently available to handle additional volime. i n ­
creased household correspondence volume would provide additional 
revenues. 

"But unfortunately, the road to Hell is paved with good intentions, and 

that's what we've got in this case. 

"In f iscal year 1976, the Postal Service def ic i t was almost $1.2 b i l l i on . 

And a $2.4 b i l l ion def ic i t is expected in the 12 months beginning next March 25. 

"So what does the Postal Service do in the face of these staggering 

deficits? I t comes up with a mult i-mil l ion dollar, Madison Avenue style ad campaign. 

Ti-is venture belongs on the junkpile, along with other ill-conceived Postal Service 

schemes l ike unjustif ied rate increases and the proposal to end Saturday deliveries. 

"There are lots of other possibi l i t ies for the Postal Service to ponder 

i f i t wants to increase revenues. As one of the Postal Service's Hadison Avenue 

friends might put i t . i t ' s time for the Postal Service to run these options up the 

flagpole and see 1f anyone salutes. For sticking with a s l ick , shaky and expensive 

ad campaign instead, I award the Postal Service my 'Golden Fleece' for July." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. FRIDAY, AUGUST 19. 1977 

Senator Wi l l iam Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Fr iday t h a t " I am g iv ing the 

Golden Fleece o f the Honth award f o r August t o the Department o f Transpor ta t ion f o r 

spending $225,000 on a report which fo recas ts t r anspo r t a t i on needs in the year 2025 

under four separate science f i c t i o n 'scenar ios ' - -where the United States undergoes an 

Ice Age, becomes a d i c t a t o r s h i p , i s transformed i n t o a hippy c u l t u r e or blossoms in to 

a soc ie ty the authors term ' the American Dream.'* 

" In i t s imaginary s e t t i n g , i t s pu r su i t o f the obvious and i t s p red i c t i ons 

o f the f u t u r e , t h i s i s perhaps the most specu la t i ve , imprac t ica l and redundant study 

ever paid f o r by the government." 

Proxmire i s Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban A f f a i r s 

Connittee and a member of the Senate Appropr ia t ions and Congressional J o i n t Economic 

Committee. The Fleece o f the Month award is given f o r the b igges t , most i r o n i c , o r 

most r i d i cu lous example o f wasteful government spending f o r the month. 

"What d id the American taxpayer get f o r $225,000? They were t o l d ce r t a i n 

obvious f a c t s : 

—tha t i f there were an Ice Age, a 'very la rge number o f people' w i l l be 
forced or a t t r a c t e d to move to the South and Southwest t o escape an 
undesirable c l ima te . 

— t h a t i f there were urban g u e r i l l a warfare i n a 21st century imaginary 
soc ie t y , c i t i e s would need more t r a n s i t p o l i c e , automobile use in 
a f f l i c t e d regions would become r i s k y , end damage insurance rates would 
r i s e as t ronomica l l y . 

- - t h a t i f there were a populat ion surge because people 'missed having 
c h i l d r e n around, ' the immediate t r anspo r ta t i on e f f e c t s would be ' I n genera l , 
increased demand f o r t r anspo r t a t i on serv ices o f a l l k i n d s . ' 

"Taxpayers were not on ly given obvious f a c t s , but c e r t a i n p red i c t i ons 

were made. For example: 

— i f an Ice Age ensues, h i t chh ike rs w i l l be ' ub i qu i t ous , even r i d i n g on 
roo f racks ' and d r i ve rs w i l l 'charge about 25 i f o r loca l t r i p s , ' but 
t h a t i n a "D i sc ip l i ned Soc ie ty , " h i t chh i k i ng w i l l be ' I l l e g a l but conmon' 
and h i t chh i ke rs w i l l 'sometimes hide in vehic les to avoid d e t e c t i o n . ' 

—the cost per ga l lon o f gasol ine ( tax included) would be $1.70 in an ¡ce 
Age, $1.50 in a hippy soc ie t y , $1.85 under a d i c t a t o r s h i p , and $1.05 i n 
a "Success" f u t u r e . (The p r i ce o f gaso l ine , obv ious ly , i n the year 2025 
w i l l depend f a r more on d i scove r ies , conserva t ion , the development of 
so la r and other fue ls and subs t i t u t es than on the nature o f the s o c i e t y . ) 

— i f there Is an Ice Age. by 2025 ' i t w i l l no longer be s o c i a l l y unacceptable 
to at tend a business meeting or soc ia l engagement in t r a d i t i o n a l walking 
b i c y c l e , o r motorcycle a t t i r e . ' 

"Here are some examples o f the 'moving language' which taxpayers got f o r $225,000; 

'T ranspor ta t ion Vr^ America's Future: Po ten t ia ls f o r the Next Ha l f Century. U S 
Department of Transpor ta t ion . Of f ice o f Transpor ta t ion Planning. l ï a s H i n g t o n , D.C. 



"In one description the report looks ahead 50 years to a United States 

victimized by 'Climatic Catastrophe.' The authors te l l a story to show how i t might 

feel to l ive in the Ice Age thus: 

Anne Jamison awoke with a start, shivering involuntarily. She'd been 
dreaming of endless expanses of swirling, snow beneath a slate grey 
sky. 

Later on in the story Anne and her friend Jim . . . 

reflected that they were of a new generation, having missed the economic 
distress at the end of the twentieth century. . . The In i t ia l Impacts 
of the climate shif t , the disasters caused by subsequent weather mod­
ification attempts, the nuclear accidents, the genetic experiments gone 
awry—they had experienced none of these. 

"There is a second possible future, the authors say, 'a way of l i f e that 

we call 'voluntary simplicity.' I t values frugality, simplicity, harmony with nature. 

and inner spiritual development.' A research director involved in the project shortened 

the description to the 'hippy, or back-to-nature movement.' The authors describe 

l i f e in this society with another story: 

Jud wanted a rug that was predominantly l ight blue, and he had been 
collecting old jeans for months. They would take all the buttonj and 
zippers off to save before the weavers ripped the old clothing into 
strips . . . In his introspection he had found the courage to adopt, a 
new way of living that was more rich and rewarding than anything he 
could have imagined. And he had the courage to accept himself, warts 
and a l l , for the person he was and wanted to be. Yes, personal growth 
was di f f icul t but very satisfying, 

"In a third imaginary future, American comes out of a depression as a 

'Disciplined Society' where a 'bureaucratized leadership, faceless and diffuse, would 

have at i ts disposal sophisticated psychotechnology.' Railroads, as in Italy under 

Mussolini, 'run efficiently . , , and on time.' 

"In the final 'future,' the United States 'continues to move toward rising 

affluence--so that by the year 2025 the "post Industrial society" is a reality. I t 

Is a world of high technology, sophisticated conmunication, rapid mobility, and high 

levels of consumption. I t is the fulfil lment of the traditional American Dream.' 

"To flesh out these imaginary futures, the report gives statistics for 

the year 2025 which neither the Office of Management and Budget nor the Council of 

Economic Advisors can predict even a year in advance. For example, the interest rate 

is supposed to vary from A% in a hippy society to 12X in an Ice Age. 

"Of what use is the report? I t describes future transportation situations, 

but what solutions does i t recomnend to future transportation problems? 



"The authors urge their readers to study a new rail cargo transport system 

and then 'solve the legal, organizational, financial, union, and polit ical problems 

attendant in bringing such a special Intermodal rai l network into existence.' In 

other words, we are told that the solution to a problem Is to solve i t , 

"Another ridiculous reconmendation offered by the report is that we should 

develop improved sailing ships for a possible Ice Age, dictatorship, or hippy society, 

hut develop nuclear powered ships only for a 'Success' future. 

"Even i f the report could come up with some reasonable solutions, should 

the Department of Transportation devote time and effort to solving transportation 

needs in these nightmare societies? Suppose therewere going to be a dictatorship 

in 50 years. Should we start planning i ts transportation system now? 

"Perhaps the Department of Transportation should examine the transportation 

implications i f Congress were to abolish the Department's futuristic research 

"That may be the most realistic 'scenario' of the future." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WlSCONSIt 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1977 

Senator W i l l i a m Proxmire (D-Wis) Thursday awarded the "Golden Fleece 

o f t he Honth" ib r Novemberto ' the Pentagon c i v i l i a n and m i l i t a r y brass who, accord ing 

to an i n t e r n a l MO a u d i t , have misused m i l i t a r y a i r c r a f t on a massive sca le a t a 

cost t o t h e taxpayers o f a t l e a s t $52.3 m i l l i o n . They have s y s t e m a t i c a l l y misused 

m i l i t a r y planes f o r low p r i o r i t y m iss ions - - suppo r t and personal f l i g h t s - - i n s t e a d 

of f o r combat t r a i n i n g and f o r f l i g h t s where a v a i l a b l e commercial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

was many t imes cheaper. I t i s a c l a s s i c example o f p u t t i n g the p r i v i l e g e s o f rank 

and the l o g i s t i c s t a i l before the combat t e e t h . " 

Proxmire awards the Golden Fleece monthly f o r the b iggest o r most I r o n i c 

example o f wast ing fede ra l funds . The Wisconsin Democrat i s a member o f the 

Defense App rop r i a t i ons Subconmittee and i s Chairman o f the P r i o r i t i e s and Economy 

In Government Subcommittee o f the J o i n t Economic Committee. 

"What we have here i s the p i c t u r e o f every h igh rank ing o f f i c e r o r 

c i v i l i a n i n the Pentagon s imply being ab le t o request government t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f r ee 

regard less o f i t s cos t o r m i s s i o n - - s i m p l y on the basis o f r a n k , " Proxmire s a i d . 

"This I n t e r n a l a u d i t puts the l i e to the age-o ld excuseo f the m i l i t a r y serv ices t h a t 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of the generals and admi ra ls i s app rop r i a te because the a i r c r a f t 

have t o f l y anyway, and the re i s no a d d i t i o n a l cos t i f the brass go a long . 

" In f a c t , t he re are s u b s t a n t i a l a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s : the cost over the 

p r i ce o f a v a i l a b l e commercial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; the cost o f having e x t r a a i r c r a f t on 

hand; the p r i c e we pay i n no t having our p i l o t s t r a i n e d f o r wart ime miss ions . 

"While the Pentagon brass ge t t h e F leece, Defense Department a u d i t o r s - -

the Defense Aud i t Serv ice—should ge t a commendation f o r uncover ing the massive 

misuse o f government a i r c r a f t f o r non-essen t ia l and was te fu l purposes. Here are 

some o f t he f a c t s : 

—An a u d i t o f Army execu t ive and suppor t f l i g h t found them not 
cost e f f e c t i v e compared t o a v a i l a b l e commercial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . At 
one comand a l o n e , 119 support a i r c r a f t valued a t $24.9 m i l l i o n 
would no longer be requ i red i f c u r r e n t c o s t e f f e c t i v e n e s s standards 
were a p p l i e d . 

—The A i r Force s y s t e m a t i c a l l y used 104 T-39 j e t a i r c r a f t de­
s ignated f o r wart ime readiness t r a i n i n g as support a i r c r a f t 
i n s tead—at a cos t o f $26 m i l l i o n in excess f l y i n g t ime and 24 
m i l l i o n ga l lons o f wasted a v i a t i o n f u e l . A f t e r the a u d i t the 
A i r Force got around t h i s problem by redes igna t ing the a i r c r a f t 
f o r suppor t purposes ins tead o f wart ime readiness t r a i n i n g and 
cont inued the excesses as b e f o r e . 



--D0D auditors reviewed 2700 military a i r l i f t missions and found 
that 55 pereent of the domestic f l ights and 17 percent of the foreign 
f l ights could have been accomplished on scheduled commercial air 
transportation at a savings of $1.4 mil l ion. 

--The Navy and Marine Corps operate a semi regular helicopter 
taxi service between Norfolk, Virginia, and the Washington, D.C. 
area for high ranking brass that duplicates regular commercial 
service between these two points at a much higher cost. 

—The Marine Corps operated an aircraft squadron with the policy 
of f lying an extra plane behind every plane carrying a general 
or flag rank officer. There would be passengers only on the 
lead aircraft . The second was for emergency back-up for the brass. 

—A review of 6.000 Navy and Marine Corps support f l ights at six 
locations found that 1500 f l ights did not even carry passengers 
on of f ic ia l business. 

--Marine Corps helicopters at Quantico Marine Base were being 
used to provide air taxi transportation for high ranking mil i tary 
and civi l ian Navy and Marine personnel between the Pentagon, 
Andrews Air Force base, Norfolk, Philadelphia and Quantico. 

--Air Force pilots were being required to f l y so many administrative 
support missions that they \/iere not getting their required wartime 
readiness training accomplished. 

--Flying administrative support missions is not effective for 
wartime readiness training. With high ranking passengers on board 
the pilots cannot conduct multiple landings, high level penetrations, 
simulated emergency operations, single engine landings and other 
wartime training exercises. 

--When told by the Secretary of Defense to cut down on the number 
of f l ights for high level Pentagon employees. Congress and the 
Executive Branch, the Air Force transferred several of the unused 
aircraft to 'administrative support' in another part of the country 
even though this was contrary to the instructions of the Secretary. 

"There are 18,000 active aircraft and helicopters in the U.S. arsenal. 

11,200 of these are support aircraft or transports. Only 5800 are pure combat 

aircraft . Even counting the transports as combat related ai rcraf t . I t is readily 

apparent that there are far too many support aircraft in ratio to combat aircraft . 

" I t ' s time to place f i r s t things f i r s t . Wartime readiness training 

should come before al l else. Administrative support and command aircraft should 

be used only in those few instances where there is no commercial transportation 

available and then only when there Is an of f ic ia l business just i f icat ion for the 

f l i gh t . Local commanders should be restricted in their broad authority to use 

administrative jets as their personal toys. 

"The audit report concluded that 'The mil i tary departments were pro­

viding a i r passenger services in a manner that was not eff icient or cost effective. 

Reductions in support a i rcraf t , personnel and operating costs could be achieved i f 

greater use was made of conmercial air l ines. ' I agree wholeheartedly. The abuses 

have gone on for too long." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. WEDH&SDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) said Wednesday "I am giving the 

Golden Fleece of the Honth Award for December to the Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corporation (FDIC) for a series of outrageous expenditures Including membership fees 

for i ts Chairman in a private tennis club, payment for the locks on the doors of 

his private home, and the personal travel expenses of his wife. The specific details 

are contained in a General Accounting Office report which I am releasing today." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Committee, which oversees the FDIC. The expenditures which the GAO crit icized were 

made by the FDIC on behalf of i ts former Chairman Robert E. Barnett, who served in 

that capacity from March 18. 1976, until May 31. 1977. 

The Fleece of the Honth is given for the biggest, most ridiculous, out­

rageous or ironic example of government spending for the month. 

"The GAO report indicates that the FDIC allowed i ts former head to use 

agency funds for his personal benefit. These improprieties are not only deserving 

of a Fleece but underscore the need to put the expenditures of the FDIC and the other 

bank regulatory agencies in the federal budget. 

"Here are just some of the improper or questionable uses of FDIC funds 

by Hr. Barnett revealed in the GAO report; 

--The use of agency funds to pay the travel expenses of his wife, 
who accompanied him on seven trips to such exotic places as Puerto 
Rico (twice), Hanila, and Mexico City. Hr. Barnett bil led the 
FDIC for over $6,100 to pay his and his wife's travel expenses on 
these seven t r ips. 

--The useof agency vehicles for personal reasons. The GAO report 
confirms that agency vehicles were used to transport Hrs. Barnett 
to the doctor, to transport Mrs. Barnett and her children on a 
v is i t to the Hirschhorn Huseum, and in one case, the Barnett children 
were chauffered to Rehobeth beach by two FDIC employees using an 
agency car. 

—The FDIC spent $1,387.95 in June and July of 1976 to install 
locks and other security devices in Hr. Barnett's private residence. 

--Two FDIC employees delivered surplus carpeting to Mr, Barnett's 
residence. Hr, Barnett paid 50i a yard for the carpeting. 

—Mr. Barnett used materials from the FDIC's carpentry shop to 
make a doll house for his children. 

--Upon leaving the agency, Mr. Barnett took two end tables from 
the agency's executive dining room, which he returned after being 
questioned by GAO investigators. 



--The FDIC paid Hr. Barnett's membership fees in a private tennis 
club in Virginia. 

"I think i t is outrageous that the head of a federal agency can use 

agency funds for his own personal benefit. Even though the funds to support the 

FDIC are derived from fees and premiums assessed against commercial banks, the 

cost of this high l iving by certain bank regulatory of f ic ia ls is ultimately passed 

on to the public in the form of higher prices for bank services. I see no reason 

why we should have one ethical standard for the heads of our bank regulatory agencies 

and a str icter standard for the rest of the federal government. 

"Many of these items may be dismissed as petty chiseling. Nonetheless, 

taken as a whole, I think they indicate the need for closer budgetary and accounting 

controls over the FDIC. When a federal agency Is outside the budget and Inmune to 

annual audits by the GAO, abuses of the type attributed to Hr. Barnett are bound 

to occur." 

Copies of the GAO report may be obtained from the Senate Banking Committee, 
Room 5302, Dirksen Senate Office Building. 



s r v i OITV 
UÎSI.:Î 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13. 1977 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Tuesday "I am giving my 'Fleece of the Year' 

¡verá to the U.S. Treasury Department fcr i ts zealous support of a last-rninute, end-of-ths-

/ear. end run attempt to amend the tax laws at a cost to the taxpayers of ever S400 Ri l l ion 

this year. Ths provision the Treasury is supporting would allow about 150,000 American 

citizens l i v i r g abroad to continue to pay no A.'nerican taxes at a l l on 520,000 to $25,000 of 

earned income even though this loophole was supposedly closed in 1975. 

"When i t was learned I was blocking this end run for the rest of ths year, i was 

)esieged by top of f ic ia ls of this and previous administrations, by an intense mail campaign, 

¡nd by expert lobbyists a l l dedicated to continue this gross injustice. I t was a perfect 

it ject lessor, in vïhy tax reforiii gets clobbered." 

ProKir.iî e is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing snd Urban AffairE Committee ani 

: iT.err.ber of the Senate Appropriations and the Congressional Joint Eccnor.ic Committees. The 

.'isconsin Senator gives a "Fleece cf the Month" award for the b^çcesi. roEt ridiculous, or 

ronic Exarïple of governinent action which "fleeces" the taxpayers. This culminates in a 

Fleece of the Vear" in December. 

"A. l i t t l e known provision of the tax laws alloivs Americans who ore residents abroad 

"or 17 cf iB ïTonths to exclude $20,000 of earned income from their in!:ci'c-.fcfc If they St:y 

hree years, the amount rises to 525,000. Further, i f they pay any incvr.e taxes to a forei:;p'. 

iovernment that amount can be offset against any American tax cw&d cn arr.o'jnts in excess of 

he $20,000 or $25,000. In addition, the exclusion is 'taken off the top' so that an Americai-

iving on Che French Riviera for 18 months who makes $40,000 can not only deduct $20,000 from 

: he S40,OOO but pays his remaining taxes at the lower $20,000 rather than the higher $40,000 

ate. 

"Tnese provisions make absolutely no sense. An American l iving in London, Paris, 

; io, or at e Greek Island resort has no hardships equal to those of en auto worker in Racine, 

! paper mili employee in Northern Uisconsin, or â fai-i:!er neai LaCrosr-e. Yet a IJiicoiisin 
the 

: amily of fou'r would pay taxes of $2,500 to $4,000 a year on / anDunt of incorie which tne 

iTierican abroad excludes from his income entirely. 

'•;jo argument can be made that i t helps the ' l i t t l e ran ' . 

"According to an October 2, 1977 study by the Treasury's own Office of Tax .Analys-is, 

ore than half the benefits of this loophole go to Americans making $50,000 or 'Ore. Over 

Ü percent of the benefits are taken by those with incoíües over $30,000 ô year." 

"Sn-jericans l iving abroad receive a vast array of services and should pay the saiie 

5xes as those at home. They get the protectio.n of the Anerican military .forces, t h : i¿rvic-T 



ni tne iV.f-rif.an Onhassy where they liví:- And the i/'ir-x-fit nf ..: ,i!,.<, --•: ¡ •-, AiMfni-ip, 

air l ine or shipping company which got them there. In fact , th= Aire'-icar; v^-.iy wi l l t̂ e l iv inc 

abroad because he is working for a company which has a contract paid for bj our foreign aid 

or at a mil i tary base or space tracking station provided by the American taxpayer. 

"In 1976 Congress reformed this provision. But because of extraordinary pressures 

and lobbying from Americans and Airierican firms doing business sb--c-aá, the effect of the rew 

law was postponed unti l the tax year 1377. 

"I'm giving the 'Fleece of the Year' award to the Treasury because now they are 

pushing postponement for yet another year. They have succumbed to the [roans from mink-si-.athed 

Americans abroad who now pay no or few taxes but w i l l have to begin paying taxes(of course 

they moan),and to the argucents that the provision both creates jobs and stimulâtes business 

abroad. I f vie provided a $20,000 tax exclusion for employees of any firm doing business in 

-'isconsin, the Stote would be cverr'jn with rev,' b'jsinesses. But îl^ît '-.'CiLjldn'i be fair for 

the res- cf the Aiiierican taxpayers l iving either at home or abroac. 

'Tnere is one legitimate complaint against the reform provisions, namely that a few 

ffisr-'cans i r high cost, hardship posts are unsble to deduct the excessive costs. Senator 

Ribico'f h i i a b i l l which ivould get at that problem and I support h i ; Qener î thrust tc reaci; 

a f a i " sc~^tion. That could be done qL,icklv by amending the 1975 Irw. 

"i.'hile the Treasury Department is sjnipathetic to that proposal they want to go furt;-,er 

and support a generous $15,000 overseas exclusion for almost everybody, everywhere. Ttiose 

fljiiericans who spend their waking hours in the gambling casinos of Konte Carlo would get th^ 

Sf.me or better tax treatment as the American paying excessive rent for a third rate house si 

a constri-ction camp in the Arabian desert, in fact the most recent Treasury suggestion v-.&j"c 

be v;ot-se îf-.an the law before the 1976 reforms. 

"! i i spite of the pleas from the Treasury Department, pressures from well-heeled 

'.'cshiiigi-Cri lobbyists, and an outpouring of telegreins from American fimis abroad, I have put 

a 'fiO^d' ;-n any attempt to pass this extension by unanimous consent during the dying ::,ii;;e'"its 

of this Congressional session. I was not moved by pleas of hardship made to ¡-,e personally 

on L'ehî'if of the President of Aramco a'ld !"iigh of f ic ia ls of I.T.T. 

'The Treasury Department r ichly oeserves the 'Fleece of tne Year' aware for l i s sta'.d 

Î0 cor,^i:-.,e Lilis flagrant tax loophole. ! wi l l continue iry oppcsiiiior, unti l :tie Treasu>-y 

[•epai-t!':en': pledges i ts support to end the giclusion while attenptir.a lo a-elicrate these 

:;e.'iuine, l imited, special cases of hardsl'.ip, " 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

GOLDEN FLEECE AWARDS - 1978 

Given to the b i g g e s t , most r i d i c u l o u s o r most I r o n i c example o f government 
waste. 

January: Law Enforcement Ass is tance A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

For a $2 m i l l i o n p ro to type p o l i c e p a t r o l c a r . This exper imental car 
would make James Bond, green w i t h envy and should leave the taxpayers purp le 
w i t h rage. 

LEAA's " P o l i c e Pa t ro l Car System Improvements Program" was t o inco rpora te 
a number of t echn ica l improvements to enhance the s a f e t y and p r o d u c t i v i t y o f 
p o l i c e o f f i c e r s . This noble idea o r i g i n a l l y had some m e r i t , bu t the ca r wds so 
loaded down w i t h g o l d - p l a t e d items t h a t i t u l t i m a t e l y became a F leece. Because 
i t s load of problems exceeded even i t s load o f gadgets , plans f o r f i e l d t e s t i n g 
the model car were h a l t e d . 

In a d d i t i o n to d r i v i n g the veh i c l e and t h i n k i n g about t he usual t h i n g s 
found on a normal c a r . t he p o l i c e o f f i c e r would have t o worry about h i s m u l t i p l e 
spark discharge i g n i t i o n system w h i l e grasping h is hand-held v o i c e / d i g i t a l 
termina l wh i l e reading h is heads-up d i s p l a y w h i l e l i s t e n i n g t o h i saud io recorder 
wh i le looking a t h is wide angle per iscope rearv iew m i r r o r . A l l t h i s wh i le keeping 
tabs on h is carbon monoxide mon i t o r , h i s v o i c e / d i g i t a l t r a n s c e i v e r s , h is m ic ro ­
computer mass memory and d i g i t a l casse t te reader . He would a lso have to pause 
t o check his t i r e sensor, h is brake wear sensor , h i s c a t a l y t i c conver tor /exhaust 
temperature sensor, and seven d i f f e r e n t c o n d i t i o n sensors. 

Moreover, an LEAA repor t pointed out t h a t some o f these gadgets don ' t 
work very w e l l . Speaking o f t he hands- f ree conmunicat ion systems, the repo r t s a i d , 
"where o f f i c e r s must hook t h e i r rad ios as w e l l as themselves i n t o the system, 
rap id ingress and egress , e s p e c i a l l y under s t r e s s f u l s i t u a t i o n s , cou ld be hampered 
by the a d d i t i o n a l necessary d isconnect -connect f u n c t i o n s . " ( I n o ther words, 
they could get stuck i n the c a r . ) 

One c r i t i c po in ted out t h a t LEAA ignored the input o f working p o l i c e when 
des ign ing t h i s c a r . The median p r i ce i n 1976 of t h i s space sh ip on wheels would 
have been $49,078 per au tomob i le , above and beyond the s t i c k e r p r i c e o f t he c a r , 
based on the assumption t h a t l oca l p o l i c e forces would order 20 o f these p r o t o ­
types . Even w i t h federa l help and even i f the cars were worth the money, how 
would l oca l p o l i c e departments come up w i t h t h i s k ind o f money? 

In the past several years I have made a number o f at tempts to a b o l i s h 
LEAA e n t i r e l y . Pro jec ts l i k e t h i s convince me o f the need t o cont inue my e f f o r t s . 

February: Nat iona l Aeronaut ics and Space A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

For proposing t o spend t l 4 to $15 m i l l i o n over the next seven years t o 
t r y to f i n d i n t e l l i g e n t l i f e in ou te r space, In my v iew, t h i s p r o j e c t should 
be postponed f o r a few m i l l i o n l i g h t y e a r s . 

Two m i l l i o n d o l l a r s t h i s year and $14 t o $15 m i l l i o n over t he next seven 
years would go to Pasadena, C a l i f o r n i a ' s , Je t Propu ls ion Lab t o conduct "an 
a l l - s k y , a l l - f r e q u e n c y search f o r r ad i o s i gna l s from i n t e l l i g e n t e x t r a - t i i r r e s t r i a l 
l i f e . " But the Lab a lso i nd i ca tes t h a t i t wants to b u i l d a techno log ica l framework 
on which f u t u r e , more s e n s i t i v e SETl (Search f o r E x t r a - T e r r e s t r l a l I n t e l l i g e n c e ) 
programs can be based. This t e l l s me t h a t wh i l e the American pub l i c i s f asc ina ted 
by Star Wars" and "Close Encounters o f t he Th i rd Kind," NASA I s t r y i n g t o r i d e 
the enthusiasm i n t o a m u l t i - m i l l i o n d o l l a r , long- range program o f ques t ionab le 
searches f o r i n t e l l i g e n c e beyond our s o l a r sys ten . 



What's wrong with this program? First, there is not now a scint i l la of 
evidence that l i fe beyond our own solar system exists- Second, even i f a radio 
message had been sent from another system, the overwhelming odds are that such 
a civi l ization is now dead and gone. Third. NASA didn't even select the least 
expensive way to do i t . A less expensive, more narrowly focused SETI proposal 
from the Ames Research Center (cost $6.5 million over 7 years) was rejected 
in favor of the $14 to $15 million .let Propulsion Lab project. However, to add 
insult to injury NASA has told my office that what i t nay do is to plug in the 
Ames project in the fiscal year 1980 budget so that both projects would be 
operating at the same time. 

At a time when the country is faced with a $61 bi l l ion budget deficit 
the attempt to detect radio waves from solar systems should be postponed until 
right after the federal budget is balanced and Income and social security taxes 
are reduced to zero. 

March: U.S. Senate 

For proposing to spend well over SI22 million of the taxpayers' money on 
a new Senate office building that would Include such frivolous f r i l l s as a rooftop 
restaurant and a third gymnasium. The cost to the taxpayer is Th times the 
original estimate, or a cost overrun of 154%, 

In 1972 a proposal for a new Senate office building was presented to the 
Senate with a urojected cost of $47.925,000. Two supplemental appropriations 
later the cost rose to over $85 mil l ion, and now with another pending appropriation 
request that total would rise to an astronomical $122 mil l ion, not Including 
furnishings. Moreover, the General Accounting Office calls this figure un­
realist ical ly low. The Architect of the Capitol under the direction of the Senate 
Office Building Coirmission is charged with carrying out the plans for the building. 

Considerable savings might have been made i f construction contracts had 
included clauses to provide incentives for contractors to make every possible 
savings instead of providing for a f la t 6% fee. The Senate contract means that 
any changes or goldplating the Senate provides or the more inefficient or costly 
the plans are, the more everybody cleans up--except the taxpayers, of course. 

With inflation rates running high, each month's delay costs hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in escalation costs alone. Completion of the project was 
originally forecast for May of 1977 and is now expected to be June, 1981, but 
don't count on i t . 

The addition of certain luxury features should make taxpayers l iv id with 
anger. For example, a Senators-only dining room with a rooftop view of Washington 
(Senators already have two dining rooms), a small gym, excessive landscaping 
and artwork, use of marble and bronze throughout the building where cheaper 
materials would do, wood panelling in Senators' offices (this Item alone would 
cost $1.5 mill ion.) 

The Senate must make painful and unpopular decisions to turn down some 
highly appealing requests for spending. How can a Senate which has squandered 
tens of millions of dollars on i ts own comfort find the courage to say no to 
whatever requests are made on behalf of the elderly for social security increases, 
farmers for higher price supports, the poor for more welfare. New York for more 
help? 

Apri l : Hational Institute for Mental Health 

For 'i iding a study of behavior and social relationships in a Peruvian 
brothel. This study was part of a $97,000 grant which paid for an 18-month 
f ie ld t r ip to Peru by a researcher and his associate to enable them to study 
ethnic and class relationships among Indians and non-Indians in the Peruvian 
Andes. 



The researcher describes his method as follows: "During this time, 21 
prostitutes were formally Interviewed and many more were interviewed informally. 
In addition, the staff of the brothel was interviewed, especially the madam. 
Prostitutes were also observed outside the brothel. By visit ing the brothel 
at various times, i t was possible to obtain a good idea of i ts everyday 
functioning." 

Federal tax dollars supported other studies as well during this t r ip , 
producing several articles and two books, including "Ethnicity and Social 
Structure in the Inca Empire," "The Use of Ethnic Terms in the Peruvian Social 
Science Literature," "Aymara-Quechua Relations in Puno," and Inequality in the 
Peruvian Andes. Class and Ethnicity i n Cuzco-

I do not object i f academic researchers want to study Peruvian brothels 
or even ancient Inca vestal non-virgins. What £ object to is the federal gov-

. ernment paying for i t . With federal research budgets so tight and the needs 
for mental health research here at home so great, i t is unbelievable that NIHH 
would give this project such pr ior i ty and fund the f ie ld t r ip to Peru. 

Ironically, the researcher had written a somewhat tongue-in-cheek book 
entit led, Academic Gamesmanship, just before he received his grant from NIMH. 
In his chapter o~n grants, he notes that "not a l l disciplines are in an equally 
good position to milk the government and foundations." He goes on to say, "In 
addition to paying part of your basic salary, grants wi l l typically also give you 
an extra two months of summer salary. You can finance numerous jaunts to 
domestic and international conferences out of your research money without having 
to beg your university for i t or having to just i fy your t r ip by reading a paper. 
And, i f your research calls for going overseas, you can lead the l i f e of an 
oriental potentate with an American income in a low-cost-of-living country. 
Should you remain an expatriate for eighteen months or more, you even get a 
$20,000 tax exemption . . . ." 

Host distressing is HIHH's record of mismanagement. I t is sad to report 
that NIMH off icials knew nothing of the brothel research until a member of my 
staff questioned them about i t . NIMH of f ic ia ls never obtained the required 
final report and copies of a l l the published works which flowed from the grant. 
Only after my staff insisted that NIHH obtain a final report did NIHH off ic ials 
contact the researcher and ask him for the report, which was more than three 
years overdue. While he did f inal ly send a very short final report to NIHH, he 
refused to supply NIHH with a copy of the books produced with federal tax dollars. 
In an imperious moment he told an of f ic ia l of NIMH that al l his books were 
available for purchase! 

May: Agency for Internationa! Development (AID) 

Bureaucrats at the Agency for international Development seem to live 
by the motto, "Charity begins at home" even though their mission is to help the 
poor of the world. A series of deliberate acts, bureaucratic bungles and self-
serving deeds led i ts Adninlstrator, John J. Gill igan, to complain that his 
agency is "over-age, over-rank, over-paid and over here." 

During the last fiscal year AID's Foreign Service Officers got average 
annual salaries of $31.139. This is $6,021 more than the average Foreign Service 
Officer earned at the State Department and $9,095 more per year than officers 
working for the Peace Corps, who probably do a better job of helping the poor 
abroad than those in any other agency. 

AID has 51.5°, of its employees in the top three pay grades compared to only 
6% of i ts people in the lower three grades. 

In Mali—admittedly a warm post--aIl 15 U.S. government-leased houses occupied 
by AID families had swinming pools even though a public pool was available to a l l 
mission personnel. 



In preparing a report to Congress on emergency îssistance 'o the 
Sahel, the drought stricken region of Africa, two AID empli /ees charte ed fl ights 
between Mauritania and lal i at a cost of $2,363 when conrner ;1al f l ight : were 
available for $263.00. Their report to Congress on this d(/astated arta, 
produced on banknote q t i l i t y paper with numerous high resolJtion photo;raphs, 
cost $19,736.00. This was $10 per copy for a report on U.S. aid to a -isaster 
area where the per capita Income is about $80 oer year. 

Over-paid, over-rated and over here are the right w( "ds to describe the 
AID bureaucracy. President Truman started th i : agency undt- Point IV. Its 
purpose was to use American know-how to help oihers help themselves. Thirty 
years later i t is too often used to help AID b'reaucrats to help themselves. 

June: Federal Highway Administration 

For spending $222,000 to study "Hotoris: Attitudes Toward Large Trucis." 
Among the detailed questions proposed to be as :ed of 2,430 drivers are: 

"Do you consider that large trucks 
a) contribute to traff ic congestion? 
b) block a driver's vision? 
c) travel too fast on highways? 
d) trav 1 too slow going up hi l ls? or 
e) Do yiu consider that side splash from trucks on wet 

roads is a problem? or 
f) that the smoke and fumes from these trucks might be a 

problem? 

This study cannot be just i f ied or, grounds of safety or how drivers actually 
behave when confronted by big trucks. Instead, i t centers on motorists' "attitudes" 
and is in addition to a companion 51 mill ion study of "The Effect of Truck Size 
and Weight on Accident Experience ; nd Traffic Operations" md a $297,633 study 
of "The Effects of Truck Size on Driver Behavior." 

While there have been a numter of previous studies m large trucks, this 
study is just i f ied as follows: "It examining questions of conmercial vehicle/ 
passenger car interactions, the research focus has been on the aerodynamic 
and human factors aspects. The thrust of these studies was on the physics of 
the interaction and the psycho-physical performance of drivers. Rarely were 
questions relating to social perception, cognition or affect ever addressed. The 
cognitive rr mentally evaluative dimension of such vehicular interations or 
potential nteractions was lost in error variance or not ccnsldered at all n 
formulations of aerodynamic disturbance functions and drivtr performance fa:tors." 

So much for previous studie? and their possible duplication. And so 
much, too, for the English language! 

I t ' s one thing to "Keep on Truckin'," but does i t have to be done with 
taxpayers' dollars? 

July: Department of Defense 

For spending over $1,2 mill ion a year iront a special fund hidden in the 
defense budget for g i f ts , parties, t r ips , dim ers, receptions and other enter­
tainment items. 

Deep within the Pentagon's budget lies a l i t t l e not ced financial category 
called "Emergencies anü Extraordinary Expenses." I t is pa t of the huge operations 
and maintenancr functioi which is used to keep aircraft f lying and ships sailing. 
The "Emergencies and Extraordinary Expenses" account Is divided into two parts. 
One IS for classified military purposes. The other turns Dut to be the entertainmen". 
fund for Pentagon civi l ian and military brass. 

The Pentagon's party fund is used for i wide range f travel and entertainmenf 
act ivi t ies. I t pays for unreimbursed Congressional t r ips, receptions for foreign 
mihtary liaders, welcoming parties and goinc away parties for the Pentagon 
hierarchy, flowers, corsages, g i f ts , tea parties for wives boat cruises, con­
ferences, unches, dinners, change of commano ceremonies ai j bulk purchases of 
alcoholic leverages. 



This is an "extraordinary" fund, but there is nothing of an "emergency" 
ibout i t . These social events are planned far in advance. There is no last 
minute crisis involved here. And i t is "extraordinary" only in the amount of 
dollars spent. 

Of the $1.2 million spent in the last twelve reported months, the Air 
Force accounted for $408,946, the Army $357,800, the Navy $286,265 and the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense/Joint Chiefs/Defense Agencies $160,992. 

These funds have been systematically misused. In one case a ret ir ing 
off ic ial was given a party by his colleagues with fu l l expenses of $176.00 charged 
to the taxpayers. Then several days later the same of f ic ia l gave a party fo£ 
his friends at a cost of $271.80, again charging i t to the taxpayers. 

Farewell parties for top off ic ials often run to thousands of dollars. 
When Secretary Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretary Clements le f t off ice, taxpayers 
paid for a farewell dinner at a cost of $1992.00 plus $507.00 more for five 
custom made cakes and checkroom services. 

A portion of these party funds are used to pay for unreimbursed Congressional 
h.avel. By rough calculation at least $75,000 in Air Force funds are associated 
.ich Congressional travel. Given this fact, I believe Congress should share in 
this fleece award. 

On one occasion the public paid for entertaining the Air Attache of 
the Soviet Union. On another the Pentagon gave a Yugoslavian general a tour 
-.nd briefing on the B-! bomber, F-16 fighter and AMST transport--three of our most 
i.iportant technological research programs of this decade. 

Other entertainment items include; 

--luncheon and flowers for General Toufanlan's wife. Î129.00 
--Tea party for wives of the Standing Consultative Committee at SALT. 

$107.00. 
—Reception for Minister of Defense of Israel. $9879.00. 
--Dinner for Comptroller of the Navy. $666.15. 
--Visit of Commander Mexican Air Force, including a v is i t to Disneyland. 

$3284.19. 
--Expenses incurred in connection with USAF Independence Day Air Attache 

Golf Tournament ¡trophies, greens fees, reception). $3,352.91. 
Walnut plaque purchases. S2.158.60. 

August : Department of Agriculture 

For spending federal tax dollars to exercise confined pregnant pins on a 
treadmill and to relievi 'rcir boredom and psychological stress. As an avid 
rbnner myself, ! think we need n«3re joggers in this country, but Spending federal 
iunds on this "hog jog" is going too far. The folks at USDA went hog wiíd on 
uhis one. As a result, the taxpayers may get stuck with a pig in a poke. 

Let me point cut, f i r s t of a l l , that raising pigs in confinement is , 
according to USDA, the method used in perhaps .is much as 40 to 50 percent of this 
nation's hog production. This confinement approach has some recognized advantages 
when i t comes to marketing pigs, but when sows are bred in confinement and kept 
there during the gestation period, i t is not at a l l clear what, i f any, advantages 
may result. 

Once the USDA-funded researchers decided to study pigs in confinement, al l 
kinds of problems develoiied for the pregnant pigs that are a part of the 
experiment, including la' k of exercise, boredom and psychological stress. To try 
to offset these problems, federal funds were spent on an exercise treadmill "to 
identify methods of leduning psychological stress and boredô n of the tethered sows 
during gestation." 

http://S2.158.60


I t may well be that raising hogs in a confinement system is the wave of 
the future. But what USDA is doing in this study is both Ironic and ridiculous. 
First i t puts pregnant pigs in confinement, then i t spends federal tax dollars 
to try to ease the burdens produced by this confinement. 

What would the next step be? Perhaps federal funds might go to paying 
for the services of a psychiatrist to examine our tense and stress-laden pigs. 
Or someone might want to look into whether or not too much treadmill exercise 
for pregnant pigs is bad for their health. 

The total amount of federal funds being spent on :his research is not in 
the stratosphere. It is a five-year project that wi l l involve perhaps as l i t t l e 
as $5,000 of the federal taxpayers' money to Study the exercise, boredom and 
stress issues. Other concerns are being addressed in the overall study. State 
funds wil l make up the bulk of the total expenditure along with some In i t ia l support 
from private industry. 

I am not saying this research should not be done at a l l . Perhaps some good 
wi l l come of i t . But there are enough questions in my mind about the use of 
federal tax dollars to help pay for this study to convince me that USDA deserves 

September: Office of Education 

For spending $40,375 in an attempt to give 35 of ts ambitious or unhappy 
bureaucrats a new lease on their career lives. By payim: over $1,100 for each 
participant to take what i t called a "creative career and l i f e planning" course 
during working hours, the Office of Education found a way to help i ts employees 
on the way up or on the way out while lett ing the taxpayers down. 

While I believe overburdened citizens should not have to shell out tax 
dollars for such purposes at a l l , ironically the same course with the same 
instructors could have been taken on employees' own time for $475, or a total 
cost of $23,750 less. 

The announcement of the Office of Education about the course stated that 
the "problem solving approach to goal identif ication" would be used "to help 
employees determine their own goals in l i f e and make changes in their environment, 
l i festyles, careers, and direction which wi l l aid them in gaining satisfaction 
both on-the-job and in their personal l i f e . " 

Among the things the students faced or were told to do in their 3'¡-hour 
sessions on each of ten days were: 

--to take a holistic rather than an atomistic appioach to l i f e ; 
--to keep their eye on the "divine radar," i .e . , the enjoyable moments 

or periods in their l ives; 
--to figure out how they would give away ten million dollar; (Do federal 

bureaucrats really need a course to te l l them hew to do t.nat?); 

My argument is not with the private firm which gave the course, the 
talented authors of the off ic ial textbooks, or the private citizens who want to 
take the course and pay for i t out of their own pockets. Hy objection Is to the 
government shelling out the money and picking up the tab. 

Hy only advice to those who approved spending taxpayers' money for the 
course is the old adage, "Physician, heal thyself." After this display of 
questionable judgment, they may wish to consider most seriously th.' issue of 
changing careers themselves, or, as the course textbooks put i t . t ) do a 
"functional analysis of your transferable sk i l l s . " 



October: Environmental Protection Agency 

For spending $38,174 in a two-year study to find out that runoff from 
open stacks of cow manure on Vermont farms causes the pollution of the water in 
nearby small streams and ponds. This research is an example of both solid waste 
in spending and what the "tr ickle down" theory of government is a l l about. 

The study, entitled "Alternate Methods of Manure Handling," was carried 
out at two Vernont sites, one at the University of Vermont Animal Sciences 
Research Center and another on a dairy farm. The Dniversity contributed 
$29,040 to the project so that the total cost was $67,214. Here are the major 
conclusions in the words of the report; 

"The concentrations and amounts of nutrients in runoff from the 
manure storage fac i l i t y were high enough to cause deterioration of water 
quality in small streams and ponds. 

"The runoff from such a fac i l i t y should be confined in a lagoon and 
irrigated on cropland, or 

"The manure stack should be covered to eliminate the large volume of 
contaminated runoff, 

"Covering for the fac i l i t y should probably be a permanent roof rather 
than a thin plastic sheet placed directly on the pi le. The latter is cumbersome 
and not very ef f ic ient." 

The key recommendations were: " I t is therefore strongly suggested that 
either the manure storage area be covered or the runoff contained in a lagoon 
and later irrigated on cropland." 

In this case the award is for redundancy. There is not a dairy farmer 
in al l of Wisconsin or Vermont who didn't know the results of this study before 
i t was made. 

November: Department of the Interior 

For spending $145,000 to install a wavemaking machine in a specially 
designed double Olympic sized swimming pool in Salt lake City. This marks a 
historic moment In American history. I t can be said that for the f i r s t time 
federal bureaucrats are making waves. In the meantime, the taxpayers are 
getting soaked. 

According to local o f f ic ia ls , the 4-foot surf created by the machine 
"will provide a recreation experience not available in an inland society--an 
experience of the rushing water of a river or wave action you can only get 
at the ocean." Based on this rationale, hard pressed taxpayers wi l l next be 
asked to fund ski slopes in Florida, mountain scenery tn Indiana, igloos in 
Death Valley or tropical rain forests in Wisconsin. 

The gigantic, 180-foot long, 17,500 square foot, fan shaped pool is only 
part of a larger project that includes a marina, boat ramp, bath house and 
parking lot . The cost of the entire project is estimated, at least preliminarily, 
at $1,008,000. Some $500,000 of this amount w i l l be supplied by the federal 
government under a law which calls for developing outdoor recreational resources 
that are "necessary and desirable." Although such amounts are ordinarily matched 
on a 50-50 basis by state, local and private groups, an additional $300,000 of 
federal funds are coming from the Community Development Authority of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. While apparently legal, here is 
a situation where federal funds are matched in part by federal funds, and the 
total cost to the state, local and private authorities wi l l be only $208,000. 
Thus in addition to providing a wave making machine, federal taxpayers wil l be 
socked for 80 percent of the cost of this swimming pool and park complex Instead 
of the 50 percent ordinarily required. 



December: Office of Edi'catlon (HEW) 

For spending $21 ,592 to develop a "curriculum package" to teach 
college students how to watch television. The product of the contract, 
according to Its rec1p1i;nt, w i l l enable college students to ". . . distinguish 
between television's fact and f i c t ion , recognize Its various viewpoints, 
and evaluate i t messages," 

Under I ts Special Projects Act, the Office of Education—which has in 
fact developed some outstanding programs, l ike Sesame Street and the 
Electric Company—has let four contracts totaling $823,651 to develop "cr i t ical 
television viewing sk i l l s " at the îlementary, middle, secondary, and post-
secondary school levels. Another $800,000 to train teachers and distribute 
the materials developed and tested in phase one is contençlated. In view 
of the amount of violence on television or the attempt of advertisers to aim 
comnercials at children, there may be some just i f icat ion for the elementary, 
middle, or secondary proposals. But the spending of $219,000 for the college 
program gets such low ratings i t should be cancelled. 

I f a student's cr i t ica l viewing ski l ls have not been well enough developed 
by college age so he or she can understand (in the words of the proposal 
i t se l f ) " . . how weekly /iewing of Rhoda affects the viewer's attitude toward 
divorce or more broadly towards feiiinlsm," one doubts seriously whether 
development by the fede-al government of this currlculimi wi l l help. While 
students may see an eas/ A in "TV Viewing 101," the Office of Education deserves 
a solid F for this contract. 

One can envision a proliferation of such grants. This one could be 
followed by federal funilng to develop college curricula in the "cr i t ical sk i l l s " 
needed to watch footbal l , shop for Christmas gifts or shovel snow. 

The grant raises a whole series of issues. Should the government be 
involved 1n developing curricula to teach students how to watch the mass media? 
I f needed, why shouldn't I t be done by Individual university faculties to 
f i t their OMi specific needs? Why shouldn't the naterlals be developed and 
produced by one of the many private textbook publishing houses? Is i t clear 
that college Students are. in fact, watching too much television or that they 
are unable to cr i t ic ize i t intell igently? Should the federal government be 
offering inducements for the proliferation of new courses to substitute for 
the limited time students have for fundamental subjects? 

In my view, in this period of Inflation and budget stringency the 
money should not be spent at a l l . 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN. 

FOR ÍÍEÍ.EASE AFTER 6:30 A . H . , TUESOAY, JANUARV 31 , 1978 " • 

Senator Wi l i ien i Proxmire (D-Wis.) announced Tuesday tha t " i am g i v i ng my Golden 

Fleece of the Month f o r January f o r a $2 m i l l i o n pro to type p i ice pa t ro l ca r . The car ended 

up as an earthbound space ship on wheels. This experimental car would make James Bond green 

w i t h envy. I t should leave the taxpayers purp le w i t h rage. 

"The 'F leece ' winner f o r January i s the Law Enforcement Assistance Adra in is t ra t ion 

(LEAA), which spent the money t o develop t h i s car . Fo r t una te l y , t h i s i s one space capsule 

that never got o f f the ground. Because i t s load o f problems exceeded even i t s load o f gadgets, 

plans fu r f i e l d t e s t i n g the mode! car were ha l t ed . But t h i s welcome r e l i e f came on ly a f t e r 

$2 m i l l i o n had been drained from the Fe>Jeral Treasury to pay f o r t h i s i l l - c o n c e i v e d p r o j e c t . 

" I ' I R I we have here i s an idea which might o r i g i n a l l y have had sooie m e r i t . But the 

car ivas so loaded down w i th one go ld -p la ted i tem a f t e r another tha t u l t i m a t e l y i t became a 

Golden F leece. " 

Proxmire makes monthly "Golden Fleece" awards fo r the b igges t , most r i d i c u l o u s , o r 

most i r on i c example o f wast ing Federal tax funds. 

Proxmire s i t s cn the Senate Appropr ia t ions Co[iii i i it lee, which oversees LEAA's budget. 

He a lso serves as Chairman o f t he Senate Cotranittee on Banking, Mousing and Urban A f f a i r s and 

the Jo in t Economic Conmii t t ee 'S Subcommittee on P r i o r i t i e s and Economy in Government. 

"What was the purpose o f LEAA's so-ca l led 'Po l i ce Patro l Car System Improvement 

Proiiram'? According to tha t agericy's d r a f t summary f i n a l repor t on the prO(¡ram, the ob jec t i ve 

was: i nco rpora t ing i n to the po l i ce car 

the expressed requirements of the p o l i c e 
community f o r a number o f techn ica l 
improvements and the eva lua t ion and 
demonstrat ion o f an improved p o l i c e 
car to enhance c a p a b i l i t i e s , u t i l i t y , • ,• , 
s a f e t y , economy, and. u l t i m a t e l y , 

p o l i c e o f f i c e r p r o d u c t i v i t y . 

" I n view o f t h i s seeminyly noble g o a l , why does LEAA deserve the 'F leece ' f o r 

JanuaryV There are a t leas t th ree good reasons. 

" r i r s t , l e t ' s luok a t wh.it LEAA t r i e d to cram i n t o and onto i t s mode! car and what 

t h i s would mean, in p r a c t i c a l terms, f o r the po l i ce o f f i c e r t r y i n g t o use such a v e h i c l e . 

"A policeman who was t h r u s t behind the wheel of t h i s 'wonder ca r ' would have a l o t 

on his mind besides crime prevent ion and law enforcement. In a d d i t i o n t o d r i v i n g the veh ic le 

and t h i n k i n g about the usual th ings found on a normal c a r , he would have to worry about h is 

m u l t i p l e spark discharge i g n i t i o n system wh i le grasping h is hand-held v o i c e / d i g i t a l te rmina l 

wh i le reading h is heads-up d i s p l a y wh i le l i s t e n i n g to h is audio recorder wh i l e look ing a t h i s 

wide anyle periscope rearv iew m i r r o r . - ". -. ' (HORE) ' 

http://wh.it
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" I f t h i s d i d not kee,') uur beleafjuered patrot/iian busy enough, lie would be f u r t h e r 

occupied by the need to check out h is t i r e sensor, his brake wear sensor, h is c a t a l y t i c 

convertor /exhaust temperature sensor, and seven d i l f t î r e n t condiLii.in sensurs. 

"On top o f t h i s , he would have to be concemiid about keepinti tabs on h is carbon 

monoxide mon i to r , using h is v o i c e / d i g i t a l t r ansce i ve r s , and opera t ing h is microcomputer mass 

• memory, wh i l e at the same t ime keeping a wa t t l i f u i eye on h is d i g i t a l casset te reader and h is 

keyboard. 

"Rather than ' too l i t t l e , too l a t e , ' t h i s is an example of t o o much, too soon . ' The 

r e s u l t o f t h i s equi|»ment o v e r - k i l l viín\}¿ be, in ntfavA., a ' . jo ld-plated p o l i c e car s u i t a b l e , 

perhaps, fo r a potentate or a plavhoy, but no t , i n my v iew, f o r the average working patrolman 

i n t h i s count ry . What t h i s mountain of equipment siKiqests i s not a ' c lose encounter of the 

t h i r d k ind ' but an 'ext ravagant encounter of the worst k i n d ' w i t h the taxpayers ' hard-earned 

money. 

";-foreover, anyone who bel ieves tha t a t:i^r wiLh a l l these y.-îifcjel:5 would get more mi les 

per ga l lon and have lower maintenance cos t s , ais tiie r o n t r a c t o r c l a ims , would a lso have to 

be l ieve t l ia t Tampa Bay won the Su|)er Howl and the lou th f a i r y i s a l i v e and wel l i n Keokuk. 

"Second, LEAA i t s e l f , i n the l i rnFt re | ior t l ' i i iarred to e a r l i e r , c i t e s a number o f 

shortcomings and problems in i t s prototype car . I leie .ire some examples from t h a t r e p o r t : 

" - -The m u l t i p l e spark d ischargü i g n i t i o n sy=Leiii 'was prone to f a i l u r e wh i le the 

veh ic le was in ope ra t i on ' and ' d id not demonstrate any substant ive improvement in veh i c l e 

opera t ing economics.' 

"--Speaking of the hands-free voice coiiiiiüín i ca t i on systems, t l ie repor t s a i d , 'where 

o f f i c e r s must hook t h e i r rad ios as w n̂l i as themselves i n to the system, rap id ingress and 

egress, espec ia l l y under s t r e s s f u l s i t u a t i o n s , could be hampered by the add i t i ona l necessary 

disconnect/connect f u n c t i o n s . ' ( !n other words, Lhey could get stuck in the ca r . ) 

" - - I n the case o f the hand-held a u d i o - d i g i t a l t e r m i n a l , 'A problem was the ra ther 

la rge s ize o f the combined u n i t t h a t includes the t e r m i n a i , baLter i :?s, and two-way r a d i o , ' 

ami a l s o , 'Ba t te ry l i f e was qu i t e s l iur t due t o the l i igh power reguirements of the d i s p l a y . ' 

" - -The r e p o r t , i n discussînçi the wide-angle rearview m i r r o r , said tha t ' I t was 

considered doubt fu l t h a t a s a t i s f a c t o r y design t o meet a l l s p e c i f i c a t i o n s could te achieved 

wi thout expensive roo f m o d i f i c a t i o n s . ' 

"These and other d i f f i c u l t i e s noted in the LLAA repor t conLnbuted to the demise of 

t h i s p r o j e c t . But aga in , t h i i : te rm ina t ion caine about on ly a f t e r $2 m i l l i o n of tax d o l l a r s had 

gone down the d r a i n . 

" T h i r d , a c r i t i q u e of t h i s LEAA program by an o u t s i d e , n o n - o f f i c i a l , analyst provided 

f u r t h e r reasons why i t was a wasteful and unwise expendi ture of Federal funds. Two p o i n t s , 

i n p a r t i c u l a r , stood out . (MORE) 
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T " í l t i j ubsurver reported, f it si üf a l l , iiiat tho median price, in 1976, of the LEAA-

7recommended police-tar package would have been $49,078 per automobile, above and beyond the 

sticker price of the car i t se l f . This amount that locol police departments would have had 

to pay per car wss bdsed on an assuiiiption that a ci ty or county would i n i t i a l l y invest in 

twenty prototype cars, cho'jsing what LLAA calls 'sophiiticated features' midway between the 

lowest-priced and highest-priced. Uliere in the world would local governments get that kind 

of money, even i r these cars w-irç w;.'rth every penny? 

"And seiiOiid, this c r i t i c of the LEAA model car project charged that working police 

input v«s iijnored by LEAA in devfilöping tiie prototype. This charge was supported in a 

General Accounting Office report un the LEAA. Clearly, this fai lure on the part of LEAA is 

indefensible, especially when we stop to realize that the kind and amount of equioment in a 

police patrol car may mean the difff-retice betvjeeii l i f e and death for the officers in that 

vehicle. 

"In I5?6, ( was one of two United States Senators to vote against reauthorizing LEAA. 

I wanted to abolish Ihe agency entirely. I s t i l l do, as Í recently indicated to President 

Carter in sol ic i t ing his help Lo bring t i i is about. 

" i r I an; successful in (jsLting rid of LEAA, tha taxpayers wi l l not be burdened 

with paying for projects l ike this one. In the meantime, Î Intend to te l l the American 

people about LEAA's wasteful spereiing practices. And that's why LEAA gets the 'Fleece' 

for January." 

(A composite representation of proposed prototype car features, based on materials 
provided by LEAA, is atta^jlied to t l i is release.) 



Sources: Aerospace Co rpo ra t i on . Po l i ce Car System Improvemonti Advisory Counci l . 

Aerospace Corporat ion 1or LEAA. In p u r s u i t o f an imprcvt^d po l i ce car , 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 1978 

Senator William Proxmire'{D-Wts) said Thjrsday "I am giving ny Golden 

Fleece of the Honth award for February to the National Aeronautics and Space Admin­

istrat ion, which, riding the wave of popular enthusiasm for 'Star Wars' and 'Close 

Encounters of the Third Kind,* Is proposing to spend $14 to $15 mill ion over the next 

seven years to try to find Intell igent l i f e in outer space. In my view, this project 

should be postponed for a few mil l ion l ight years." 

The Golden Fleece of the Month Award is given for the biggest, most 

ironic or most ridiculous example of wasteful spending for the month. Proxmire is 

Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and of the 

Senate Appropriations Subconmittee which has jurisdiction over NASA funds, 

"NASA is proposing to pay $2 million this year and $14 to $15 million 

over the next seven years to Pasadena, California's, Jet Propulsion Lab to conduct 

'an al l-sky, all-frequency search for radio stgnals from Intell igent extra-terrestrial 

U f e . ' But this is only the foot In the door. Under the hearding of 'broad ob­

jectives' the Jet Propulsion Lab proposal indicates that the purpose of the study 

Is to 
Build an observational and technological framework 

on which future, more sensitve SETI (Search for Extra-Terrest­
r ia l Intelligence) programs can be based. 

"What this te l ls me Is that while the public Is intrigued by the outer 

space phenomena, the Space Agency Is so mesmerized that i t Is atten^tlng to trans­

late the momentum into a multi-million dollar, long-range program of questionable 

searches for Intelligence beyond our solar system. 

"What's wrong with the program? Like so many other big spending projects, 

this is a low prior i ty program which at this time constitutes a luxury which the 

country can 111 afford. 

"First, while theoretically possible, there 1s now not a sc int i l la of 

evidence that l i f e beyond our own solar system exists. Yet NASA off ic ia ls Indicate 

that the study Is predicated on the assumption that intel l igent extra-terrestrial beings 

are out there trying to communicate with scientists here on Earth. I f NASA has i t s 

way, this spending wi l l go forward at a time when people here on Earth—Arabs and 

Israel is, Greeks and Turks, the United States and the Soviet Union, to name a few-

are having a great d i f f icu l ty in conmunicating with each other. 



"Second, what i f from some place, somewhere a radio message had been sent? 

The Earth is four and one-half b i l l ion years old. Some solar systems are 10 to 

15 bi l l ion years old. I f we intercept messages sent from them, they could have been 

sent not only before Columbus discovered America or the bir th of Christ, but before 

the Earth i tse l f existed. The overwhelming odds are that such civ i l izat ions, even i f 

they once existed, are now dead and gone. 

"Third, NASA didn't even select the least expensive way to do i t . A 

less expensive, more narrowly focused SETI proposal from the Ames Research Center 

'{cost $6.5 million over 7 years) was rejected 1n favor of the $14 to $15 mill ion 

Jet Propulsion Lab project. However, to add insult to Injury NASA has told ny office 

that what i t may do Is to plug 1n the Ames project in the fiscal year 1980 budget 

so that both projects would be operating at the same time. 

"At a time when the country is faced with a $61 bi l l ion budget def ic i t , 

the attempt to detect radio waves from solar systems should be postponed until right 

after the federal budget is balanced and income and social security taxes are reduced 

to zero." 

t* 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FCR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M.. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 1978 

Senator Wi l l iam Proxmire announced Wednesday, "Today 1 am awarding 

the 'Golden Fleece o f the Month' f o r March t o the Senate f o r planning t o spend over 

$122 m i l l i o n o f the taxpayers ' money on a new Senate o f f i c e bu i l d i ng tha t would 

make a Persian prince green w i th envy. I t would include such f r i v o l o u s f r i l l s as 

a roof top d in ing room and a t h i r d gymnasium. The cost to the taxpayer i s Zh times 

the o r i g i n a l est imate, o r a cost overrun o f 154X. L ike Topsy~and the C5A-- i t 

' j u s t growed' and growed and growed. And i t hasn ' t stopped r i s i n g . " 

Proxmire i s Chairman of the Senate Banking Committee and i s a member 

of the Senate Appropr iat ions and the Congressional Jo in t Economic Committees. The 

"Golden Fleece" award i s given every month to the b igges t , most r i d i cu lous or most 

i r o n i c example of waste of the taxpayers money. 

" In 1972 to get a foo t i n the door a proposal f o r a new Senate o f f i c e 

bu i l d i ng was presented to the Senate w i th a projected cost of $47,925,000. Later 

the scope o f the b u i l d i n g was broadened cons iderab ly , requ i r i ng a supplemental 

• appropr ia t ion of $20,900,000, In 1975 the t o t a l cost f i g u r e rose t o $85,147,000, 

and now w i th another pending appropr ia t ion request tha t t o t a l would r i s e to an 

astronomical $122,647,000—with s t i l l more to come! 

"The Arch i tec t of t he Capitol under the d i r e c t i o n of the Senate Of f ice 

Bu i ld ing Commission i s charged w i t h ca r r y i ng Out the plans f o r the o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . 

"The reasons f o r tne k ing-s ized overrun are severa l : b u i l t - i n incent ives 

to spend, delays coupled wi th r i s i n g cos ts , and the add i t i on of unnecessary luxury 

features . 

"Considerable savings might have been made i f const ruc t ion cont racts 

had inc luded clauses to provide incent ives fo r cont ractors to make every possible 

savings. Instead, the contracts awarded by the Senate include a b u i l t - i n incent ive 

to spend since they provide a f l a t 6 percent fee fo r the p ro jec t . This means no 

penal t ies f o r cost increasas. To i l l u s t r a t e , i f the fees cover the e n t i r e 

b u i l d i n g cos t , they would be $3,000,000 i f the b u i l d i n g cost $50,000,000. But 

as the bu i l d i ng has increased in cost to over $100,000.000 the fees would go up 

past $6,000,000. The Senate cont rac t means t h a t any changes or go ldp la t ing the 

Senate provides or the more i n e f f i c i e n t or cos t l y the plans a r e , the more everybody 

cleans up—except the taxpayer, of course. 



"With I n f l a t i o n ra tes running higlv each month's delay costs hundreds 

of thousands o f d o l l a r s in esca la t ion costs alone. And there have been many months 

o f delay. Completion o f the p ro j ec t was o r i g i n a l l y fo recas t f o r Hay o f 1977, was 

l a t e r set f o r January, 1978, and I s now expected t o be June, 1 9 a i , but d o n ' t count 

on i t . An Inord ina te amount of t ime has been taken on preparat ion o f drawings and 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , on review o f same and on l e t t i n g bids and awarding con t rac t s . As 

a r e s u l t , a big ho le , ha l f a c i t y block l o n g , has sat w a i t i n g f o r a supers t ructure 

f o r 10 c o s t l y months. 

"The add i t i on of c e r t a i n luxury features shows an arrogance on the par t 

of t he Senate tha t should make taxpayers l i v i d wi th anger. For example: 

— A Senators-only d i n i ng room w i th a roof top view o f Washington. 
This t h i r d d in ing room i s unnecessary; the two we already have are 
more than enough. 

— A physical f i t n e s s center w i t h a conver t ib le baske tba l l / handba l l / 
tenn is cou r t . The Senate a l ready has a gym i n the Russell Bu i ld ing 
and a ra re l y used gym i n the Dirksen Bu i l d i ng . This would be the 
t h i r d gym. Consider tha t t h e average American, whose tax d o l l a r s 
would pay f o r t h i s l u x u r y , has no access t o such f a c i l i t i e s . I f 
Senators want to stay in shape, why shou ldn ' t they pay f o r a member­
ship in a heal th c l u b , o r—be t te r ye t—run to work? 

~ Excessive landscaping and ar twork . 

— Use o f marble and bronze throughout the b u i l d i n g where o the r , less 
expensive mater ia ls would do. 

— Wood pane l l ing f o r Senators' o f f i c e s . (This item alone costs $1.5 
m i l l i o n . ) 

"E l im ina t ion o f such ' g o l d p l a t i n g , ' along w i th other suggestions which 

I have made t o the Commission, could r e s u l t i n a saving of as much as $9 m i l l i o n . 

" I r o n i c a l l y , the new o f f i c e b u i l d i n g i s to be named f o r the l a t e Senator 

P h i l i p A. Har t—of a l l Senators the most averse to pomp or show. 

" In fa i rness the a r c h i t e c t does deserve c r e d i t f o r increas ing the amount 

o f usable o f f i c e space and f o r I n s t i t u t i n g energy saving design. 

"But I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o compare the record o f t he Hart Bu i ld ing to 

t h a t o f the new A i r and Space Huseum on the M a l l , which was completed before i t s 

dead l ine , had no cost overrun and inc luded four add i t i ona l major fea tu res w i t h i n the 

o r i g i n a l cost es t imate . 

"Fo r tuna te l y , i t ' s not too l a t e to cut back on some cos t s . The examples 

o f go ldp la t i ng which I have mentioned can be e l im ina ted from the p lans . Senator 

Domenici has demanded, and the Senate O f f i c e Bu i ld ing Coimlssion has approved, a GAO 

study o f the p ro j ec t and a moratorium on f u r t h e r funding u n t i l a l l poss ib le savings 

have been made. 

more 



"The Architect has requested a more than $37 mill ion supplemental 

appropriation to bring the total cost to over $122 mi l l ion, and I wi l l work 

as a member of the Appropriations Committee to stop a l l of that supplemental. 

"The Senate must make painful and unpopular decisions to turn down 

some highly appealing requests for spending. How can a Senate which has 

squandered tens of millions of dollars on i ts own comfort find the courage to 

say no to whatever requests are made on behalf of the elderly for social 

security increases, farmers for higher price supports, the poor for more welfare. 

New York city for more help? . -' • 

"This Senate fleece must stop," 



FOR RELEASE AFTER 6,-3QEH AM THURSDAY APRIL 19TH (THURSDRY PMS) 

The Golden Fleece of the Month for April goes to HUD and EDA 

for spending $279,000 on a coiranunity center so completely useless, 

that when it collapsed, no one knew it for days. 

Sen. Williain Proxmire (D-Wis) announced the joint fleece 

award Thursäay to theDepartmentof Housing and Urban Development 

that paid $100,000for the construction of the center, and the 

Economic Development Administration. EDA spent $179,000 on a 

never-completed road to the center. 

The road was never completed because of a lack of easements 

and insufficient funds. All this happened in rural Merrill 

Township, Michigan between 1975 and February 22, 1979, deep 

ina woods half waybetween twosmall towns. 



Proxmire, 2 

"I do not object i f academic researchers, especially of Dr. van den Berghe's 

or Dr. Primov's generally high reputation, want to study Peruvian brothels or 

even ancient Inca vestal non-virgins. What I object to is the federal government 

paying for i t . With federal research budgets so t ight and the needs for mental 

health research here at home so great, i t is unbelievable that NIMH would give this 

project such pr ior i ty and fund the f ie ld t r i p to Peru. 

" I t is very interesting to note that Dr. van den Berghe wrote a somewhat 

tongue-in-cheek book ent i t led. Academic Gamesmanship, just before he received his 

grant from NIHH. In his chapter on grants. Dr. van den Berghe notes that 'not a l l 

disciplines are in an equally good position to milk the government and foundations.' 

(p.104). 

"He explains {on page 108) that ' In drafting a research proposal, the 

primary concern should be to write i t in such a way as to appear worthwhile to the 

evaluators rather than to give a candid description of what you intend or hope to 

accomplish; hence the need for dishonesty.' And on page 107 he says. 

In addition to payinp part of your basic salary, grants wi l l typically 
also give you an extra two months of sunnier salary. You can finance 
numerous jaunts to domestic and international conferences out of your 
research money without having to beg your university for i t or having 
to just i fy your t r ip by reading a paper. And, i f your research calls 
for going overseas, you can lead the l i f e of an oriental potentate with 
an American income in a low-cost-of-livinq country. Should you remain 
an expatriate for eighteen months or more, you even get a $20,000-a-
year tax exemption for waiving the star-spangled banner from the halls 
of Montezuma to the shores of Tr ipol i . 

"At another point (p.102) he notes that 'Public and private milch cows 

vie with each other to keep their coteries of academic retainers and to lubricate the 

scholarly printing press.' 

"At s t i l l another point [p.110) he says, 'A good budget must show two 

qualities: i t must be both detailed and extravagant.' Dr. van den Berghe practiced 

what he preached. The scienti f ic panel which reviewed his original application stated: 

'The budget seems highly inflated and should be subject to considerable negotiated 

reduction; in particular, requests for foreign travel for dependents, professional 

meetings, and consultant cost should be substantially reduced.' 

"To the credit of NIHH, the suggestion of the review panel was followed, 

and the final budget was somewhat less than Dr. van den Berghe f i r s t requested. 

"What is not to the credit of NIHH is their record of mismanagement and 

lack of control of taxpayer funds once the grant was issued. I t is sad and ironic to 

report that NIMH off ic ials knew nothing of the brothel research until a member of my 

staff questioned them about i t . NIMH off ic ia ls never obtained the required final 

report and copies of a l l the published works which flowed from the grant from either 



Dr. van den Berghe or Dr. Primov. . ' 

"Only after my staff insisted that NIMH obtain a f inal report did 

NIHH off ic ials contact Dr. van der Berghe and ask him for the report which was more 

than three years overdue. While Dr. van den Berghe did f inal ly send a very short 

f inal report to HINH last month, he refused to supply NIHH with a copy of the books 

produced with federal tax dollars. In an imperious moment he told an of f ic ia l of 

lilHH that a l l his books were available for purchase! 

"For so mismanaging this highly questionable research t r i p to Peruvian 

brothels and beyond, I award this month's 'Golden Fleece' award to the National 

Institute for Mental Health." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. HEDHESDAV, HAY 24. 1978 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Wednesday that " I am giving 

my Golden Fleece of the Honth Award for Hay to the bureaucrats at the Agency for 

International Development (AID), whose motto appears to be 'Charity begins at home' 

even though their mission is to help the poor of the world. A series of deliberate 

acts, bureaucratic bungles, and selfish and self serving deeds led i ts Administrator. 

John J . Gil l igan, to complain that his agency is 'over-age, over-rank, over-paid and • 

over-here.' A detailing of only some of the misdeeds indicates why Administrator 

Gilligan is right and why the AID bureaucracy richly deserves this month's award." 

The Fleece of the Honth Award is given for the biggest, most ironic or. 

ridiculous example of government waste for the period. Its purpose is to I l lust rate 

how the fat can be trimmed from the federal budget without crippling the muscle, 

Proxmire is chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and 

a member of both the Joint Economic Connittee and the Senate Appropriations Conanittee. 

He is a member and former chairman of the Appropriations Committee subconmittee which 

funds foreign aid. 

"Administrator Gllligan's statement was true when he made i t , and, 

unfortunately, is s t i l l true today. Here are the details why AID gets the May Fleece. 

"--AID'S Foreign Service Officers ARE over-paid. During the last f iscal 

year they got average annual salaries of $31,139. This is $6,021 more than the 

average Foreign Service Officer earned at the State Departnent, the agency In charge 

of foreij i i a f fa i rs . They earned $3,722 more than Foreign Service Officers at the 

United States Information Agency and $9,095 more per year that Foreign Service Officers 

working for the Peace Corps, who probably do a better job of helping the poor abroad 

than those in any other agency. 

"--AID IS over-rank, whicli also means they ARE over-aged. In fiscal 

year 1978, i'ive years after the Senate Appropriations Coimittee complained that AID 

was 'top heavy and i t s personnel pr ior i t ies are in substantial need of réévaluation' 

because 53.1 percent of i t s personnel were in the top three pay grades, (then $30,674 

to $47,500 per year). AID s t i l l had 51.5 percent in the top three pay grades compared 

with only 6 percent of i t s people in the lower three grades. 



' • -A ID employees ARE over-here. namely a t headquarters. Last year 

64.5 percent of AID personnel were at the Washington headquarters and only 35.5 

percent were in the f i e l d . This s i t ua t i on has gotten worse. In f i s c a l year 1973, 

only 55 percent served at headquarters. 

"There are other abuses as w e l l . 

"—According to the General Accounting O f f i ce , inventory records a t 

the beginning of f i s c a l year 1978 showed tha t AID had more typewr i ters in Washington 

(2,430) than AID had f u l l - t i m e employees (Z,329) in Washington. As not a l l AID 

employees type or need t ypewr i t e r s , t h i s 1s indeed an anomalous f i g u r e . To add i n s u l t 

to I n j u r y , AID spent $214,664 t o buy 326 add i t i ona l e l e c t r i c typewr i ters in the weeks 

j us t p r i o r to the inventory . 

" - - I n Hal i - -admi t ted ly a warm p o s t - - a l l 15 U.S. government-leased houses 

occupied by AID fami l ies had sviiirming pools even though a p u b l i c , near ly Olyirpic-

s^ze pool was ava i lab le to a l l mission personnel. 

"--AID'S mission d i r ec to r in Kenya placed the fo l low ing ad in the Halrobl 

Standard; 

O f f i c i a l Residence Required 

The Director of the U.S. Economic Mission to Kenya needs an 
unfurnished house e i ther rent or fo r purchase in a close and 
convenient area wi th a mature and developed garden and at leas t 
one large covered terrace for a l l seasonal en te r ta in ing . There 
should be an entrance h a l l , a spacious l i v i n g room, separate 
d in ing room, study, downstairs t o i l e t and coatroom. The service 
area should include a large ki tchen wi th cab inets , a servery and 
food storage area. A rainiinum of four bedrooms is necessary, 
three bathrooms, two en su i te and ample hanging c loset space and 
storage fo r l i nens . Laundry f ac i l i t i e s /adequa te hot water and 
four quarters for l i v e - i n s t a f f are also requirements. 

"AID also paid $126.49 fo r a garden consultant f o r the same mission 

d i rec to r . As Di rector G i l l i g a n t e s t i f i e d to the Senate Appropriat ions Coirmittee. 

'Let i t be sa id , s i r , that he has no fur ther need of such qua r te r s . ' That mission 

d i r ec to r Is now out of a j o b . 

"—In preparat ion o f a report to Congress on emergency assistance to 

the Sal iel , the drought s t r i cken region of A f r i c a , two AID employees chartered f l i g h t s 

between Mauritania and Hal l a t a cost o f $2,353 when commercial f l i g h t s were ava i lab le 

f o r $203.00. Their repor t to Congress on th i s devastated area, produced on banknote 

q u a l i t y paper wi th numerous high reso lu t ion photographs, cost $19.736.00. This was 

$10 per copy fo r a report on U.S. aid to a d isaster area where the per capi ta income i s 

about $80 per year. 

"Over-paid, over - ra ted , and over-here are the r i g h t words to describe the AID 

bureaucracy. President Triaian s ta r ted t h i s agency under Point IV. I t s purpose was to use 

American know-how to help others help themselves. Th i r t y years l a t e r i t i s too of ten used 

to help the AID bureaucrats to help themselves." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEA5LAFTER_6i3gjLM _̂TljURSGAY. JUME 22, 1973 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced Thursday that " I am giving 

the Golden Fleece of the Month Award for June to the Federal Highway Administration 

for spending $222,000 to study 'Hotorist Attitudes Toward Large Trucks.' Among 

the detailed questions proposed to be asked of 2,430 drivers at nine sites (rest 

stops, parking garages, turnpike exits, etc.) in three states are: 

'Do you consider that large trucks 
a) contribute to t ra f f ic congestion? 
b) block a driver's vision? 
c) travel too fast on highways? 
d) travel too slow going up hi l ls? or 
e) Do you consider that side splash from trucks on wet 

roads is a problem? or 
f) that the smoke and fumes from these trucks might 

be a problem?' 

"The study further Inquires as to how serious the party interviewed 

believes the problem is . 

"Let the record show that I am wil l ing to donate my small car to the 

Federal Highway Administration for experimental purposes I f the answer to these 

questions is not a resounding YES. In fact when Interviewed motorists find out how 

much is being spent on the survey, their anger at the Federal Highway Administration 

wi l l exceed that toward the big trucks." 

The Fleece of the Honth Award is given for the biggest, most obvious, 

or ridiculous example of wasteful government spending for the period. Senator 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee, a 

member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, and a member of the Joint Economic 

Committee and i ts Subcommittee on Economy and Priorities in Government. 

"This study cannot be just i f ied on grounds of safety or how drivers 

actually behave when confronted by big trucks. Instead, I t centers on motorists' 

'attitudes' and is in addition to a companion $1 million study of 'The Effect of 

Truck Size and Weight on Accident Experience and Traffic Operations' and a $297,633 

study of 'The Effects of Truck Size on Driver Behavior.' 

"While there have been a number of previous studies on large trucks, 

this study is just i f ied in the supporting statement because of the ' . . . dearth of 

information specifically on motorists attitudes towards large trucks.' The 

just i f icat ion states: 



In examining questions of comnercial vehicle/passenger 
car interactions, the research focus has been on the aero­
dynamic and human factors aspects. The thrust of these studies 
was on the physics of the interaction and the psycho-physical 
performance of drivers. Rarely were questions relating to 
social perception, cognition or affect ever addressed. The cog­
nitive or mentally evaluative dimension of such vehicular Inter­
actions or potential interactions was lost In error variance or 
not considered at a l l in formulations of aerodynamic disturbance 
functions and driver performance factors. 

"So much for previous studies and their possible duplication. And 

so much, too, for the English language! 

"The original prospectus was also replete with the jargon of social 

science behavioral research. The hard pressed American taxpayer .wil l be delighted 

to know that the contractor ' . . . wi l l be expected to develop a multidimensional 

attitude measurement device' to ' . . . collect sufficient behavioral data to relate 

each attitude dimension to i ts associated behavioral correlates' and to ' . . .define 

in detail the experimental design including stat ist ical analysis paradigms.' 

" I t ' s one thing to 'Keep on Truckin', ' but does i t have to be done with 

taxpayers' dollars?" 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. THURSDAY, JUNE 29. 1978 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) said Thursday that "Today I am 

making public the three runners-up for the 'Fleece of the Month' award for June, 

which was won by the Federal Highway Administration for a $222,000 study of motorists' 

attitudes toward large trucks. 

"These three 'place' candidates—the'Alydars'to the Fleece of the 

Honth Award's'Affirmed'—were 1) a proposed study by the National Endowment for the 

Arts to develop a profi le of the creative personnel in the fields of radio, tele­

vision and f i lm; 2)'a study funded by the National Institute of Hental Health which 

compared the amounts of food obese and normal-weight people ate in restaurants where 

they had a choice between ordering from a menu and going to the buffet or smorgasbord. 

( I t concluded that far more food was eaten at the smorgasbord than from the menu); 

aind 3} a $5,340 expenditure by the National Transportation Safety Board to change 

i ts of f ic ia l seal." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Committee and a member of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional Joint Economic 

Coimittees. The Fleece of the Honth Award Is given for the biggest, most Ironic or 

ridiculous example of waste in government spending. 

"The Fleece of the Honth Award Is selected from a nunUier of promising 

candidates. While the winners have been made public, the 'also-rans' in the past 

have been relegated to the dustbins of history. I am often asked which candidates 

lost. Here are the June runners-up: 

"11 Study of Creative Personnel ;1n̂  the Media Fields of Radio, Tele­

vision and Film. 

"The National Endowment fur the Arts advertised in the Coninerce 

Business Dally of June 6, 1978, for applicaflts for this study. The announcement 

read: The study wi l l be conducted In a series of tasks Involving 
the collection and analysis of data with the objective of 
developing a profi le of the creative personnel in these fields and 
assessing their condition, needs, and the potential impact of 
new technical and industry developments (s ic) . 

" I had visions of the project manager Interviewing Burt Reynolds, 

Farrah Fawcett-Hajors, or Walter Cronkite to find out what made them t ick, a project 

for which Uncle Sam should not spend a dime of the taxpayers' hard earned money. 

Playboy or the slick weekly movie magazines seem a more appropriate vehicle than 

the federal government to perform such a task. But the project is even worse than 

more 



I expected. What is proposed is to take a census or provide a Who's Who of 

people who work in the industry. 

" I t ' s a make-work project i f there ever was one and par for the course 

for the Endowment, which tradit ionally has spent far more money supporting the 

bureaucracy of the arts than creative art ists themselves. 

"This project was an also-ran because the contract has yet to be 

awarded and no precise amount of money has yet been obligated or spent. (It w i l l 

cost several hundred thousand dollars.) I f the Endowment actually goes through 

with this highly questionable study, i t may run in a future month's Derby. 

"2) Smorgasbord and Obesity. 

"This was a pedestrian study with a l l the trappings of research, which 

reached amazingly obvious conclusions. Some y i 8 patrons were observed In four 

restaurants of different ethnic or1gin'( I tal ian, I r i sh . American and Danish), where 

one could order either from a menu or v i s i t a buffet or smorgasbord. The customers 

were rated as obese or nonobese by two observers 'who had been trained on both 

silhouettes of Sheldom somatotypes and in the f ie ld to recognize people who were 

about 30 percent or more over desirable weight.' 

"Among the conclusions were: 

Obese persons formed a far higher percentage of the 
customers In restaurants when smorgasbord was served than 
under conditions of traditional menu service. 

. . . obese people may be more l ikely to seek out sites 
where more food is available (than nonobese people). 

"This study was an 'also-ran' for a number of reasons. I t was done 

under a general contract which produced a number of useful studies. Its precise 

cost could not be calculated. (The researcher estimated i t at a few hundred dollars; 

Hy staff estimated i t cost $2500 to $3000 when the routine charges for overhead 

were calculated.) The researcha*,unlike many otfiers, took no salary for himself 

and had generally worked for relatively modest amounts compared with the professional 

grant-getters. Further, he had a very good reputation in his f i e l d . 

"3) Thê  $5,000-plus expenditure to change the seal of the National 

Transportation Safety Board. 

"The National Transportation Safety Board is spending about $5,340 to 

change i ts emblan. I t fe l t , according to I ts spokesmen, that the old emblem had 



'too much of a Bicentennial look' to i t , that the old seal on the credentials 

and badges of their investigators did not readily identify them as federal gov­

ernment personnel, and that the substitution of an eagle as the centerpiece of 

the new gold colored rather than silver colored emblem would allow i t to 

'subliminally get attention,' 

"The NTS6 is therefore spending $740 to prepare the graphics for the 

new design, $300 to print new credentials for i ts investigators, $50 for two new 

Notary Public-like seals to authenticate documents, $500 for 150 printed paper 

emblems about 8^ by 8^ Inches, and $3,750 for 250 new badges at a cost of $15 apit 

"Although i t Is an unnecessary expenditure merely to upgrade the 

accessories and appurtenances of bureaucracy. I t ran several lengths behind the 

June winner on merit and amount." 



otrn ju Df 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THURSDAY, JULY 13.. .1978 

Senator William Proxmire'(D-Wís)thursd^awarded his Fleece of the 

Honth for July to "the Pentagon brass for spending over $1.2 million a year from 

a special fund hidden in the defense budget for g i f t s , parties, t r ips , dinners, 

receptions, and other entertainment items." 

Proxmire is a member of the Defense Appropriations Committee and is 

Chairman of the Priorit ies and Economies in Government Subcommittee of the Joint 

Economic Committee. The Fleece of the Month award is given for the biggest, most 

obvious or ridiculous example of wasteful government spending for the period. 

"Deep within the Pentagon's budget l ies a l i t t l e noticed financial 

category called 'Emergencies and Extraordinary Expenses.' I t is part of the huge 

operations and maintenance function which is used to keep aircraft f lying and ships 

sai l ing. 

"The 'Emergencies and Extraordinary Expenses' account is divided into 

two parts. One is for classified mil i tary purposes. The other turns out to be the 

entertainment fund for Pentagon c iv i l ian and military brass. 

"The Pentagon's party fund is used for a wide range of travel and 

entertainment act iv i t ies. I t pays for unreimbursed Congressional t r ips , receptions 

for foreign military leaders, welcoming parties and going away parties for the Pentagon 

hierarchy, flowers, corsages, g i f ts , tea parties for wives, boat cruises, conferences, 

lunches, dinners, change of command ceremonies and bulk purchases of alcoholic 

beverages. 

"This Is an 'extraordinary' fund, but there is nothing of an 'emergency' 

about i t . These social events are planned far in advance. There Is no last minute 

crisis involved here. And i t Is 'extraordinary' only in the amount of dollars spent. 

"Of the $1.2 mill ion spent In the last twelve reported months (dates 

vary by service), the Air Force accounted for $408,946, the Armiy $357,800, the Navy 

$286.265. and the Office of the Secretary of Defense/Joint Chiefs/Defense Agencies 

$160,992. 

"These funds have been systematically misused. In one case a ret i r ing 

of f ic ia l was given a party bï. his colleagues with fu l l expenses of $176.00 charged 

to the taxpayers. Then several days later the same o f f i c ia l gave a party før^ his 

friends at a cost of $271.80, again charging i t to the taxpayers. 



"Farewell parties for top of f ic ia ls often run to thousands of dollars. 

When Secretary Rumsfeld and Deputy Secretary Clements le f t of f ice, taxpayers paid 

for a farewell dinner at a cost of $1992.00 plus $507.00 more for five custom 

made cakes and checkroom services. 

"The super secret National Security Agency spent $12,161.74 entertaining 

foreign visitors and some U.S. citizens. Of course, the guest l i s t Is secret. 

"Sometimes local mil i tary bases entertain local of f ic ia ls with tax 

dollars. A preholiday Commanders reception in Philadelphia for 'prominent of f ic ia ls 

and members of the Philadelphia Industrial comnunity' cost $975.00. A Commanders 

reception for 'local dignitaries' in Richmond, Virginia, cost $604.00. 

"Every conference seems to have a reception paid for out of the 

'Emergencies and Extraordinary Expenses' account. For example, the Defense Mapping 

Agency In Monaco—$700.00; the Four Nations Digital Radar Landmass Simulation 

Conference luncheon in Rome--$100.000; dedication and luncheon at the new Uniformed 

Services University of the Health Sc1ences--$718.00; Annual supergrade conference 

expenses--$891.40; reception for c iv i l ian aides and Army Secretariat Alumni Conference--

$7,108.77; reception for the press in New York--$299.00; party for Congressional 

Conmittee and Budget Office staff--$468.76; a reception at the American Bar Association 

meeting—$452.40. 

"Even small items were charged off to the country's taxpayers. Former 

Deputy Secretary Clements, a mult i-mil l ionaire, was reimbursed $8.00 for porter 

service in New Orleans. 

"A portion of these party funds are used to pay for unreimbursed 

Congressional travel. By rough calculation at least $75,000 in Air Force funds are 

associated with Congressional t ravel. Given this fact, I believe Congress should 

share in this fleece award. 

"Some of the most extensive entertaining Is performed on behalf of 

visi t ing mil i tary leaders from other countries. This l i s t is extensive and includes 

Chile, Venezuela, Argentina, Uruguay, Brazi l . Sweden, Hexico, Bolivia, Korea, Denmark, 

Horway, Turkey, Iran, Kuwait, Iceland. Each t r i p costs on average about $2,000. 

"On one occasion the public paid for entertaining the Air Attache of 

the Soviet Union. On another the Pentagon gave a Yugoslavian general a tour and 

i briefing on the B-1 bomber, F-16 fighter and AMST transport—three of our most 

Important technological research programs of this.decade. 



"Meanwhile, our of f ic ia ls overseas are running up huge entertainment 

b i l l s . I t is d i f f i cu l t to say who has the highest b i l l s because the competition is 

close among our representatives to the SALT talks, the Mutual Balanced Force 

Reduction talks and the Law of the Seas Conference. 

"The Defense Department has elaborate Internal regulations discussing 

how the Eitergency and Extraordinary funds shall be spent. According to Directive 

7250.13 they 'w i l l be used to maintain the standing and prestige of the United States.' 

Ratios are established for the number of non-DOD guests to be entertained (20Ï in 

groups under 30, S0% in groups over 30) compared to DOD of f ic ia ls . 

"The regulations establish a l i s t of items that entertainment funds 

cannot be used for and then immediately make exceptions to those restrictions. Thus 

retirement ceremonies are not covered'(except where approved in advance); entertain­

ment of DOD off ic ia ls is not approved'(except minimal of f ic ia l courtesies to the 

highest ranking o f f i c ia ls ) ; expenses for conferences, conventions and working groups 

are not approved (except where specifically approved in advance); g i f t s , mementos 

and calling cards are not approved'(except wreaths, nominal cost mementos and others 

approved In advance). 

"As a matter of practice, these restrictions are meaningless. Retirement 

ceremonies are^ funded, self entertainment is^ allowed with frequency and great 

expense, and receptions at conferences are working groups are coirmon. 

"What should be done about these expenditures? Obviously, some amount 

of entertaining for diplomatic purposes may be necessary. But I am convinced that 

I t is an amount far, far less than now being spent. Furthermore, the party funds 

should not be hidden in the budget and colocated with classified mil i tary purpose 

expenditures. They should be identi f ied, called by a correct discriptive name and 

reduced drastically. I Intend to recommend such steps on the Defense Appropriations 

b i l l . " 

Attached is a selected l i s t of expenditures under the "Emergencies 

and Extraordinary Expenses Account." Technically, there are four budget items, 

one for the Office of the Secretary of Defense/Joint Chiefs/Defense Agencies, and 

three others for Army, Navy and Air Force—all in the Operations and Maintenance 

function. 



OSD/JCS/Agencies 

Stag reception for the German armament director, $363.00. 

Stag dinner for Ambassador Robert Strausz-Hupe. $178.59. 

Boat cruise and picnic for foreign o f f ic ia ls . $173. 

Luncheon and flowers for General Toufanlan's wife. $129,00. 

Tea party for wives of the Standing Consultative Committee 
at SALT, $107.00. 

Replenishment of gif ts for the Secretary of Defense to give 
away. $1660.32. 

Dinner for the Defense Science Board., $967.00. 

Reception for the Reserve Force Policy Board. $850.00. 

Functions hosted by the Defense Happing Agency at the Inter­
national Hydrographie Organization in Monaco. $700.00, 

A party given for Dr. Walter LaBerge. Assistant Secretary for 
Defense Support NATO b^ his colleagues. $176.00. 

A party given b¿ Dr. Walter LaBerge fo£ his colleagues. $271.80, 

Various hotel b i l l s for the Secretary of Defense on overseas 
t r ips. $1280. 

Social functions at the National War College. $2,000. 

Air Transportation from Capetown to Bloemfontein for Mrs, 
Gatewood, wife of the Republic of South Africa Naval Attache, 
who was joining an attache tour arranged by the South African 
Defense Force for foreign attaches and their wives. $139.42. 

Secret entertainment by the National Security Agency. $12,161.74. 

Luncheon in honor of the representatives attending the Four 
Nations Digital Radar Landmass Simulation Conference in Rome. 
$100.00. 

Change of Command ceremonies for ret i r ing general and flag 
rank officers. $474,42, 

Luncheon and dedication of the Uniformed Services University 
of the Health Sciences. $718.00. Luncheon and dinner for 
Board of Regents of the University. $370.00. 

Cocktail and dinner party for of f ic ia ls of the Four Power Armament 
Directors meeting in Bonn. $484.79. 

1977 Annual Supergrade Conference expenses. $891.40. 

Reception for Minister of Defense of Israel, $9879.00, 

Bouquets, flowers, corsages. $166.25, 

Farewell dinner for Secretary Rumsfeld, Deputy Secretaries 
Clements and Ellsworth. $1992.00. Five custom made cakes 
and checkroom services for farewell reception for Secretary Riensfeld. 
$507.00 



Porter fees for Deputy Secretary Clements in New Orleans. $8.00, 

Refreshments for Congressional staffs and press corps, 15Jan77. 
$149.50. 

Dinner honoring distinguished guests attending the U.N. Regional 
Cartographic Conference in Bangkok, Thailand, 17Jan77. $200.00. 

Purchase of alcoholic beverages, "to be used in connection 
with representational functions to promote U.S. national 
interests," $485.34, 

Preholiday Commanders reception for "prominent of f ic ia ls and 
members of the Philadelphia Industrial Community." $975.00. 

Conmanders reception for "local dignitaries" in Richmond. Va. $604.00. 

Annual luncheon for spouses of c iv i l ian aides to the Secretary 
of the Army. $387,14, 

Reception for unveiling painting honoring the 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team. $68.00. 

Exemption requested for hosting the 149th Meeting of the Permanent 
Joint Board on Defense. Canada-U.S, $3400,00. 

Monthly vouchers for entertaining Congressional aides; average 
about $400.00. 

Army Commanders Dinner, Oct, 3, 1977. Cost at least $1100.00. 

Party for Congressional Conmittee staff and Congressional Budget 
Office staff. $468,76, 

Reception for Civilian Aides and Secretariat Alumni Conference. 
$7,108,77 (Includes reception, badges, luncheons, dinners, ceremonies.) 

Reception by Office of Chief of Public Affairs, New York Branch, 
for the press, $299.00. 

Proposed for June 30, 1978: Requested exemption for costs of 
reception following retirement review in honor of General Walter 
T. Kerwin. 

Reception on 201st birthday of U.S. Navy. $2808.00, 

Dinner for Comptroller of the Navy. $666,15. 

Dinner for consular corps on 201st birthday of the Marine Corps. 
$1000.00, 

Reception for guests attending commissioning of the USS Los 
Angeles. $1200.00. 

Reception, dinner and ball to honor non DOD guests on 201st 
birthday of the U.S. Marine Corps. $2540.38. 

Reception in honor of the Assistant Secretary of the Army. $2556.32. 

Reception to honor state and ci ty of f ic ia ls in Philadelphia, $684.08. 

Dinner in honor of local Memphis, Tennessee, o f f i c ia ls . $1680.00, 
(DOD personnel paid their own costs--c1vilians charged to government.) 



Dinner in honor of Navy Océanographie Advisory Committee. $450.00. 

Breakfast to honor certain c iv i l ian of f ic ia ls during the annual 
American Bar Association meeting, $452,40. 

Reception in honor of the Virginia Supreme Court, Norfolk City 
Council and Presidents of local business leagues, $828.00, 

Reception in honor of the Conmandant of the Marine Corps and 
conmunity leaders at Camp Lejeune. $1566.62. 

Reception to honor local c iv i l and business leaders In the Philadelphia, 
area, $2370.25. 

Lunch at La Bagatelle for Brazilian mil i tary representatives. 
$335,00. 

Dinner by Secretary Stetson for General McBride. $1180.05. 

Purchase of confiscated beverages. $49,52. 

Visit of Col. General Cemalovic of Yugoslavia. The general was 
given tours and briefings on the B-1 bomber, F-16 and AMST. 
$3410.37, 

Reception for Air Force Board for Correction of Military Records. 
(Secretary Stetson by memo states this w i l l be the last time he 
wi l l approve this expenditure.) $324.30. 

Party at Andrews Air Force Base Officers Club for Col. Arbe. 
Air Attache, Embassy of Uruguay. $195.68. 

Luncheon at Watergate Terrace in honor of Col, Shport, Air Attache, 
USSR. $82,95. 

Visit of Commander Colombian Air Force, Dinners, linches, trans­
portation, golf, laundry, flowers, $2077.32. 

Reception in honor of Secretary of Air Force John C, Stetson. 
$2,320.82. 

Visit of Conmanderof Bolivian Air Force, $2,892,36. 

Visit of Conmander Mexican Air Force, including a v is i t to 
Disneyland. $3284.19. 

Books, stamp plaques, medallions for Secretary Stetson's t r i p to 
the Middle East, including an eagle weathervane. $861.41, 

Reception honoring the Corps of Air Attaches. $6,471.00. 

Reception for Assistant Secretary of the Air Force. $334.75. 

Farewell dinner for Brig. Gen, Temporini of Argentina. $357,24, 

Visit by Chief of Staff, Kuwait Armed Forces. $4,197.34. 

Reception for Air Force Historical Advisory Committee. $221.80. 

Expenses incurred in connection with USAF Independence Day Air 
Attache Golf Tournament'(trophies, greens fees, reception) $3,352.91. 
Walnut plaque purchases. $2,158,60. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FCm. BFTJ3gE RFVER 6:30 ft.M., THCJRSOMf, flOGOST 17, 1978 

Senator William Projoaire (D-Wis) announced ïhursday that "I am giviiïg m/ Gol^ai 

Fleece Award far August to üie i&iited States Deparonœit of Agriculture (tSCft) for speraüng 

Federal tax <i>llars to exercise ctxifined pregnant pigs on a treadmill and to re l ieve 

t he i r boredDm and psy<äx>logical s t r e s s . 

"AS an avid jogger n^self, I tiiinJt vre need nore joggers in th i s oount:ry but 

spending Federal funds on th i s 'hag jog' i s going too far . 

"Airi even t h o o ^ we luiians are being psychoanalyzed more than ever these äays, t ha t 

i s no reason t o s t a r t putt ing pregnant pigs on the psych ia t r i s t ' s coudi Instead of in 

the fanrèr 's barnyard—especially a t taxpayeirs' expesise. 

"The folks a t US3A went hog wild cn t h i s one. As a r e su l t , the taiçiayers wa^ get 

stuck with a pig in a poke." 

Proitmire makes ncaithly "Golden Fleece" awards for the biggest or mast i r cn ic or most 

ridiculous eitanple of wasting Feiteral tax funds. I tn th ly awards are followed by a 

"Fleece of the Year" winner in l a te Deoenter. 

PnMsnire s i t s on the Senate Agriculture J^çarc^iriaticns Siixamiittee, vAiich 

oversees USDA's budget. He also serves as Chairman of the Senate Ccnmittee on Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs and the Joint Econcmic Cdimittee's Subccnitd,ttee cti P r i o r i t i e s 

and Eocmcny in Govenanoit. 

"lb help eïçlain the irœiy that l i e s a t the heart of th i s month's award, l e t ne 

point out, f i r s t of a l l , t ha t ra is ing pigs in ccsifinenent i s , according to usOa, the 

method used in perhaps as rruch as 40 to 50 percesit of t h i s Nation's tog prcdiirticn. 

"But tho separate issues need to be considered in locating a t the confinèrent 

system: f i r s t , the iiadîetijig of pigs, and second, the i r breeding and gestaticn periods. 

"Hiis confinement approach has seme recognized advantages viien i t cones to 

iiEuiceting pigs . îhese include, Sar eisnple, the more econcmical use of l an i . mechanized 

feeding, getting pigs fa t te r faster, and possibly cutt ing down on the disease r a t e . 

"Purely incidental to the raising of pigs in octifinÊment i s ü i e i r breeding in 

ccnfinenEnt. And when scMs are btred in ccnflnanait and kept there during the gesta t icn 

period, i t i s not a t a l l c lear nhat advantages n ^ r e su l t . We know, for example, Üiat 

a bigger l i t t e r i s not prodiKed nor i s the w e i ^ t - p e r ^ i g increased. 



"Hy argument is not with the private firm which gave the course, the 

talented authors of the of f ic ia l textbooks, or the private citizens who want to 

take the course and pay for I t out of their ovm pockets, Hy objection 1s to the 

government shelling out the money and picking up the tab, 

"The announcement of the Office of Education about the course stated 

that the 'problan solving approach to goal identif ication' would be used 'to help 

employees determine their goals in l i f e and make changes in their environment, 

l i festy le , careers, and direction which wi l l aid them in gaining satisfaction 

both on-the-job and in their personal l i f e . ' 

"My only advice to those who approved spending taxpayers' money for the 

course Is the old adage, 'Physician, heal thyself. ' After this display of questionable 

judgment, they may wish to consider most seriously the issue of changing careers 

themselves, or, as the course textbooks put i t , to do a 'functional analysis of 

your transferable s k i l l s , ' " 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1978 

Senator William ProxmireiD-Wis) said Friday that, " I am giving my 

Golden Fleece of the Honth award for September to the Office of Education for 

spending $40,375 in an attempt to give 35 of i ts ambitious or unhappy bureaucrats 

a new lease on their career l ives. By paying over $1,100 for each participant to 

take what i t called a 'creative career and l i f e planning' course during working 

hours, the Office of Education found a way to help i ts employees on the way up or 

on the way out while let t ing the taxpayers down. 

"While I believe over-burdened citizens should not have to shell out 

tax dollars for such purposes at a l l . Ironically the same course with the same 

Instructors could have been taken on employees' own time for $475, or a total cost 

of $23,750 less." 

The "Golden Fleece" award is given for the biggest, most ironic or 

ridiculous example of wasteful spending by the federal government for the month. 

Senator Proxmire Is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee, 

the Congressional Joint Economic Connittee, and the Senate Appropriations Committee 

and Its subcommittee which has jurisdiction over Office of Education funding. 

"ftnong the things the students faced or were told to do in their three 

and one-half hour sessions on each of ten days were: 

1) to take a holistic rather than an atomistic approach to l i f e ; 

2} to write a 50 to 200 page autobiography; 

3) to analyze their hobbles; 

' " ll ™? i^^^!^ ^ r . " " , ^^^ ''^^"^"^ '"^^^'"'' i - ^ - ' t '̂e enjoyable moments or periods of their l ives; 

S) to figure out, in Walter Hitty fashion, how they would give away 
ten million dollars; (Do federal bureaucrats really need a 
course to te l l them how to do that?) 

'̂ 'bonrrîor* ̂ ""^ *""'*̂  ̂  '''̂ '"̂  °^ *'^^^'' "̂̂''"̂  ^̂"̂"̂  '" ̂ ^^"^ *̂ ŷ 
^ ' í ^ .^°n f "^ í /2 îu'^^}^ personal survey of a community In the general 

area of where they live, during which they talk to people according 
to a well thought-out plan which leaves room for 'improvisation 
serendipity, and the chance encounter.' (Let's hear i t for the 

• chance encounter!) 



"But once t t e üSDA-funded researdiera decided to s t a ^ pigs in conflneniKit, 

a l l kinds of prcblens develcçed for the pregnant pigs that are a par t of the experiirrait, 

including lack of exercise, boredan, and psychological s t r e s s . 

"To t ry to offset these pixÆilerB, Federal funds were—and are s t i l l being—^lent 

on an exercise treadmill and, to quote ficm USEA's research project descripticÄi! 

to i d e n t i c methods of reducing 
psychcxlogical s t ress K fcoredca 
of the tethered acws during 
gestation. 

"All of th is leaves us very much in the vrorld of George Orwell. In fac t , i t 

l inks the t i t l e of œe of Orwell's works—Animal Farm—mth the thesis of another—1984. 

" I t may well be that raising hogs in a ccaifinement systati i s the wave of the 

future. As I have said, i t i s aLrmdy used, acccrding t o OSDft, i n producing a 

substantial percentage of the hogs in th i s country, 

"But ^jhat usoa i s doing in th i s study i s both i rcnic and r idiculous. F i r s t , i t 

puts pregnant pigs in cCTifinaaait. And then, i t spends Federal tax dol lars t o t r y to 

ease the burdsis produced by th i s ccnfinanent. 

"I am «Dt qussticïiing the economic and other advantages of the ccmfinanent system 

in gett ing pigs reaîy for market. And whether or not there nety be posi t ive effects 

when i t canas to breeding and the ges ta t ia i period ia peiñoaps cpai to sene dejsate. 

"But jus t how far do vie want to go? What \KmLd the next steps be? Perhcçis 

Federal funds m i ^ t go to paying for the services of a psychiatr is t to examine our 

tense and stress-laden pigs. Or scmsone m i ^ t want to locA: into vihether or rKJt too 

nuch treëdmill exercise for pregnant pigs is bad for the i r health. 

"Hie total anount of Federal ñsids being ap^it on th i s research i s not in the 

s t za to^he re . I t i s a five-^ear project tha t vdll inw>lve perhaps as l i t t l e as $5,000 

of tite Federal t a x p ^ e r s ' nrmey to stiidy the exercise, boredctn, aití s t r e ss i s s iEs . 

Other ccncems are being addressed in the overall stirÈy. State furtís w i l l make \jp the 

bulk of the t o t a l ejçenditure alcng with seme init icil s tççort fron private iiyJustry. 

"I am not seeing th is researdi should «>t be dane a t all. Perhaps sene good 

wi l l come of i t . 

"But there are enou^ questions in i ^ mind about the use of Federal t ax dol lars 

to help pay for th i s study to convince n» that—vAiatever the nuitoer of do l la rs 

involTCd—tEDft deserves the 'Golden Fleece' award for August." 

»tt 

file:///KmLd


OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AHER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2i. 1976 

Senator W i l l i am Proxmire (D-Wls) said Tuesday t h a t " I am g iv ing my Golden 

Fleece of the Month award f o r October t o the Environmental Pro tec t ion Agency fo r 

spending $38,174 in a two-year study t o f i n d out tha t r uno f f from open stacks of cow 

manure on Vermont farms causes the p o l l u t i o n of the water in nearby small streams and 

ponds. This research i s an example o f both s o l i d waste i n spending and what the 

' t r i c k l e down' theory o f government is a l l about . " 

Proxmire i s Chainnan o f the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban A f f a i r s 

Conni t tee, chainnan o f the Senate Appropr ia t ions Subconmittee which has j u r i s d i c t i o n 

over EPA fund ing , and a mendier of the Congressional J o i n t Economic Coinnlttee. 

The Fleece of the Month award i s given f o r the b igges t , most r i d i c u l o u s or 

most i r o n i c example o f f o o l i s h government spending f o r the month. " In t h i s case," 

Proxmire s a i d , " the award i s f o r redundancy. There i s not a d a i r y farmer in a l l o f 

Wisconsin or Vermont who d i d n ' t know the r e s u l t s and f i nd ings of t h i s study before 

i t was made. I t reminds me of the old saying 'She was a cowman's daughter and a l l the cow­

men knew her . ' 

"The s tudy, e n t i t l e d 'A l t e rna te Methods of Manure Hand l ing , ' was ca r r i ed out 

a t two Vermont s i t e s , one a t the Un i ve r s i t y of Vermont Animal Sciences Research Center 

and another on a d a i r y farm. The Un ive rs i t y con t r ibu ted $29,040 t o the pro jec t so t h a t 

the t o t a l cost was $67,214. The study a lso included a quest ionnai re answered by 874da i ry -

inen ' . . . t o learn what fanners might do both i n the presence and absence o f externa l 

r e g u l a t i o n . ' 

"Here are the major conclusions i n the words of the r e p o r t : 

The concentrat ions and amounts of nu t r i en t s i n runo f f from 
the manure storage f a c i l i t y were high enough t o cause d e t e r i o r a t i o n 
o f water q u a l i t y i n small streams and ponds. 

The runo f f from such a f a c i l i t y should be confined i n a 
lagoon and i r r i g a t e d an crop land, o r 

Covering f o r the f a c i l i t y should probably be a permanent 
roof ra ther than a t h i n p l a s t i c sheet placed d i r e c t l y on the p i l e . 
The l a t t e r i s cumbersome and not very e f f i c i e n t . 

"The key recommendations were; 

I t is the re fo re s t rong ly suggested t h a t e i t h e r the manure 
storage area be covered or the runo f f contained i n a lagoon and 
l a t e r I r r i g a t e d on crop land. 



"Coming from a dairy state, I strongly favor economical studies with a 

favorable cost/benefit ratio in support of milk, dairy farmers or the cow. But 

I am at a loss to understand what this study found out that every dairy farmer not 

only in Wisconsin but in Vermont did not already know. 

"While neither the study nor the conclusions ever make this point, the 

project off icer agreed with the suggestion of my staff that a purpose of the study 

was how to prevent runoff from manure by inexpensive means. 

"This is one occasion when the ci ty slickers at the EPA got taken by the 

'Down Easters' from Vermont. Not only was the manure in this study stacked high, but 

the deck was stacked even higher against the American taxpayer. 

"This is one case where there was too much bull and not enough common sense. 

There was not only a deterioration in water quality but in the thinking of those who 

authorized this study." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6 A.H. TUESDAY NOVEMBER 28, 1978 

Senator William Proxmire (D-His) said Tuesday "I am giving my Golden Fleece of the Honth 

award for Novanber to the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation of the Department of the Interior for 

spending $145,000 to install a wave making machine in a specially designed double Olympic 

sized swiimlng pool In Salt Lake City. 

"This marks a historic moment in American history. I t can be said that for the f i r s t 

time federal bureaucrats are making waves. In the meantime the taxpayers are getting soaked. 

"According to local o f f ic ia ls , the 4-foot surf created by the machine 'wi l l provide a 

recreation experience not available in an inland society—an experience of the rushing water 

of a river or wave action you can only get at the ocean.' Based on this rationale, hard 

pressed taxpayers wi l l next be asked to fund ski slopes in Florida, mountain scenery in Indiana, 

igloos in Death Valley, or tropical rain forests in Wisconsin." 

Senator Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee 

and a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic 

Committee. The Fleece of the Month Is given for the biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic 

example of wasteful government spending for the period. 

"The gigantic, 180-foot long, 17,500 square foot, fan shaped pool is only part of a larger 

project that includes a marina, boat ramp, bath house, and parking lo t . The cost of the entire 

project is estimated, at least preliminarily, at $1,008,000. 

"Some $500,000 of this amount w i l l be supplied by the Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

under a law which calls for developing outdoor recreational resources that are 'necessary and 

desirable.' Although such amounts are ordinarily matched on a 50-50 basis by state, local and 

private groups, an additional $300,000 of federal funds are coming from the Conmunity Develop­

ment Authority of the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

"While apparently legal, here Is a situation where federal funds are matched in part by 

federal funds, and the total cost to the state, local and private authorities wil l be only 

$208,000. Thus in addition to providing a wave making machine, federal taxpayers are going 

to be socked for 80 percent of the cost of this swinming pool and park complex Instead of the 

50 percent ordinarily required. 

"This project is merely one of a number of surf making machines paid for In whole or in 

part by the federal govemment. So the overburdened taxpayer is drowned in the undertow of 

f«ler. l spending. , „ , «^e , p ^ j . , ^ , 3 , „ , , „ ^„ ,^^ ^,,^ ^^^^ ^.^^ ^^^.^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

for construction tn Kontuck, .nd Mississippi, according to Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

of f ic ia ls. (OVER) 



PROXMIRE ( 2 ) 

"Why should t h i s wave making pool be funded a t a l l ? A p r o j e c t spokesman t o l d us t h a t the 

s u r f making machine should help to keep S a l t Lake C i t y c i t i z e n s home where they belong now 

t h a t the energy crunch has made gaso l ine expensive. As one o f f i c i a l j u s t i f i e d the expendi ture 

t o my o f f i c e , ' , . . res iden ts w i l l no longer need t o jump i n t h e i r campers and t r a v e l 300 

m i les t o f e e l t he rushing water of Flaming Gorge," 

"As Community Developnent funds under the law must go p r i m a r i l y t o low and moderate income 

persons, e i t h e r the cemiper-owner res iden ts o f the area are impover ished, o r the j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

is of questionable merit. 

"Another of f ic ia l just i f ied the project on the grounds that i t was an experimental and 

innovative approach to outdoor recreation, 

"The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation-provided surf machine and pool are expected to be 

completed in time for the summer of 1979. Desert surfers w i l l ride the 4-foot swells while 

mothers and their children splash in the wavelets at pool's edge. So, surf's up in Salt Lake 

City, but the federal taxpayers are theones taking a bath." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

. FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1978 

Senator William Proxmire'(D-Wis) said Saturday that "One is always 

' honored by the letaliatory awards given by the recipients of the Golden Fleece of 

the Month. The most recent was the 'Golden Hypocrisy award' by the mayor of Salt 

Lake City. This one was especially pleasing, for i t indicates that the Fleece to 

the Interior Department for granting Salt Lake City $145,000 to buy a wave-making 

machine h i t home. Further, we congratulate the mayor and welcome his support to 
for 

hold down spending in the Congress and/the f ight against extravagance in the Senate 

office buildings," 

Proxmire is chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Coiwiiittee and a member of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional Joint Economic 

CoRBnlttees, where he chairs the lat ter 's Subconmittee on Priorit ies and Economy in 

Government. In a statement from his Washington office late Saturday Proxmire said: 

"This Is not the f i r s t retaliatory award received since the Golden Fleece 

of the Honth was started in March of 1975. 

"Among others given were the 'Nag of the Year' award for the f ight against 

waste in government, the 'Senator Scrooge' award for the hard line against a second 

government loan guarantee to New York City, and the 'Earth is Flat' awa;rd, subtitled 

'Columbus Would S t i l l Be in Port,' because of objections to the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration spending $14 mil l ion to t ry to conmunlcate with intel l igent 

l i f e in outer space. 

"The greatest lionor was when no less than three awards were given for 

the Fleece of the Month to the Treasury for taking a soft Une against one of the 

biggest tax loopholes In the tax system, namely the provision that allowed Americans 

l iving abroad to pay NO taxes at a l l on the f i r s t $20,000 to $25,000 of their earned 

income. 

"Obvioti'ily, that Fleece of the Honth h i t more raw nerves than a l l the 

others combined. Among the brickbats given in return were the 'Golden Hide' award 

(a smelly camel's hide from the Middle East was delivered to my of f ice) , the 'Golden 

Sheep Drop" award {fortunately, no appropriate symbol was given), and the 'Ig-Noble 

Prize* {for which a pair of marble-mounted clay feet was sent). 

"These awards and the thoughts which l i e behind them are most welcome. 

In the future they wi l l be worn l ike a badge of honor." 

sa 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27 , 1978 

Senator W i l l i a m Proxmire (D-Wis) s a i d Wednesday, " I am g i v i n g my Golden • 

Fleece o f t he Month Award" f o r December t o t h e O f f i c e o f Educat ion (HEW) f o r spending 

$219,592 t o develop a ' c u r r i c u l u m package' t o t each co l l ege s tuden ts how t o watch 

t e l e v i s i o n . The product o f t h e c o n t r a c t , a c c o r d i n g t o i t s r e c i p i e n t , w i l l enable 

c o l l e g e students t o ' , . . d i s t i n g u i s h between t e l e v i s i o n ' s f a c t and f i c t i o n , recogn ize 

i t s v a r i o u s v i e w p o i n t s , and e v a l u a t e i t s messages. ' 

"Rather than teach ing t h e undergrads a t Old Siwash how t o look a t t h e 

t u b e , i t would perhaps be b e t t e r f o r both s tuden ts and the taxpayers I f t h i s c o n t r a c t 

went down the t u b e . " 

Proxmire i s chairman o f t he Senate Bank ing , Housing and Urban A f f a i r s 

Committee and a member o f t he Congress iona l J o i n t Economic Committee and t h e Sub­

committee on HEW o f t he Senate A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Conmi t tee , which has j u r i s d i c t i o n over 

t he O f f i c e o f Educat ion f u n d s . The Fleece o f t h e Month i s g iven f o r t h e b i g g e s t , 

most i r o n i c o r most r i d i c u l o u s example o f w a s t e f u l government spending f o r t he p e r i o d . 

I t i s g iven t o the government agency, n o t t h e c o n t r a c t o r or g ran tee . 

" I f a s t u d e n t ' s c r i t i c a l v i e w i n g s k i l l s have not been s u f f i c i e n t l y 

developed by co l l ege age so he or she can unders tand ( i n the words o f the proposal 

i t s e l f ) ' . . , how weekly v i ew ing o f Rhoda a f f e c t s the v iewer ' s a t t i t u d e .toward 

d i v o r c e or more broad ly towards f e m i n i s m , ' one doubts s e r i o u s l y whether development 

by the f e d e r a l government o f t h i s c u r r i c u l u m v d l l h e l p . While s tuden ts may see an 

easy A i n 'TV Viewing 1 0 1 , ' t h e O f f i c e o f Educat ion deserves a s o l i d F f o r t h i s c o n t r a c t . 

"Under i t s Specia l P r o j e c t s A c t , t h e O f f i c e o f E d u c a t i o n - - w h i c h has i n 

f a c t developed some o u t s t a n d i n g t e l e v i s i o n programs, l i k e Sesame S t r e e t and the 

E l e c t r i c Company-has l e t f ou r c o n t r a c t s t o t a l i n g $823,551 t o deve lop ' c r i t i c a l t e l e ­

v i s i o n v iew ing s k i l l s ' a t t he e lemen ta ry , m i d d l e , secondary, and pos t -secondary school 

l e v e l s . Another $300,000 t o t r a i n teachers and d i s t r i b u t e the m a t e r i a l s developed and 

t es ted i n phase one i s con temp la ted . 

" In v iew o f t he amount o f v i o l e n c e on t e l e v i s i o n or t h e a t tempt o f a d ­

v e r t i s e r s t o aim comnerc ia ls a t c h i l d r e n , t h e r e may be some j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t he 

e lementary , m idd le , o r secondary l e v e l p r o p o s a l s . But the spending o f $219,000 f o r 

t he c o l l e g e program oets such low r a t i n g s i t shou ld be c a n c e l l e d . I f educa t ion has 

f a i l e d t o endow c o l l e g e s tuden ts w i t h c r i t i c a l f a c u l t i e s which can be a p p l i e d t o t h e 

spectrum of t h e i r l i v e s , a s e r i e s o f new courses on how to watch t e l e v i s i o n c r i t i c a l l y 

w i l l not prov ide i t . 

-, - more 



"The college program, to be undertaken by the School of Public Conmunication 

at Boston University, calls for thedevelopment of student materials to 

. , . help viewers to understand the differences and the values 
of various types of television programning, i .e . , commercials, 
drama, soap opera, situation comedies, documentaries, public 
af fa i rs, news, (and) sport programs. 

"The viewer w i l l learn to 

. . . become aware of the differences between an issue pre­
sented in a television drama ( f ic t ion) and the same issue treated 
in a television documentary ( fac t ) . 

"One can envision a prol i feration of such grants. This one could be 

followed by federal funding to develop college curricula in the ' c r i t i ca l s k i l l s ' 

needed to watch footbal l , shop for Christmas g i f t s , or to shovel snow. 

"In addition the study proposal is replete with the jargon of modern 

education, psychology, and testing. There are 'target populations,' the 'replication 

of results, ' 'impact evaluations,' 'feedback' from teachers, and 'deliverables' under 

the contract, 

"The analysis of the f ie ld test program is described in the following 

language; 

A series of univariate and multivariate analyses wi l l be perforaied 
in order to delineate the characteristics of the sample in terms 
of pre-test level of c r i t i ca l viewing sk i l l s , as well as sociodemo­
graphic and other variables, and the effect of the test curriculum. 
Among these analyses wi l l be a multiple analysis of variance, with 
experimental vs. control as the independent variable, and a set of 
difference (post-minus pre-test) scores assessing selected cr i t ica l 
viewing sk i l ls as the dependent variable. In addition, multiple 
regression analysis and cannonical correlation w i l l be used to assess 
the relationships between the c r i t i ca l viewing sk i l ls on one hand, 
and on the other, sociodemographic and other variables. 

"Is i t possible that those who wrote that paragraph can write materials 

or textbooks to provide ' , , . an understaniding of the relation between television 

programing and the printed word?' 

"The grant reises a whole series of issues. Should the govËrnment be 

involved in developinp curricula to teach students how to n'atch the rass media? I f 

needed, vhy shouldn't i t be done by individual university faculties to f i t their own 

specific needs? Why shouldn't the materials be developed and produced by one of 

the rjny private textbook publishing houses? Is i t clear that college students are, 

in fact, watching too much television or that they are unable to cr i t i c ize i t in te l ­

ligently? Should the federal government be offering inducements for the prol i feration 

of new courses to substitute for the limited time students have for fundsî ^ental subjects? 



"In my view in this period of Inf lat ion and budget stringency, the money 

should not be spent at a l l . There is already ample l i terature in the f i e l d . Why 

shouldn't college students develop their c r i t i ca l viewing sk i l l s by reading Newton 

Minow, Vance Packard, or Marshall HcLuhan rather than by having taxpayers' money spent 

to provide the Office of Education with the results of univariate and multivariate 

analyses delineating the sociodemographic, dependent and independent variables, 

a l l nicely assessed through multiple regressions and cannonical correlations?" 



Summary of Fleeces - 1979 

January - Department of Labor 

For funding a $1'IO,000 never completed census of the Satnoan 
population of Orange County, California. 

February - National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

For spending $120>126 to build a low-slung, backward steering 
motorcycle that no one could ride. 

For conducting a six month $3,000 test at the Pentagon on 
the use of umbrellas by male personnel In uniform, 

April - HUD and EDA 

For spending $279*000 on a community center so completely 
useless, that when It collapsed, no one Icnevr it for days. 

May - Award of Merit to the U.S. Army and Dr. Percy A. Pierre 

For presenting to Congress the most readable and honest pre- •. 
sentatlon on the needs of the U.S. Army. 

June- Hational Park Servioe 

For a $75,000 slush fund which pays for entertainment, travel; 
and other expenses In excess of those appropriated for and approved 
under the Budget. 

July - Department of Commerce's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin. 

For spending at least $6,000 to determine if pot smoking has 
a bad effect on SCUBA divers. 

August - Congress 

For the eruption In Its staff and spending over the past 
decade. 

September - National Science Foundation 

Por spending $39,600 to study "Himalayan mountaineering. 
Social change, and the Evolution of (the Buddhist) Beliglous EUDong the 
Sherpas of Nepal." 

October - Department of Agriculture 

For awarding $90,000 for a two-year study on "BehavloraJ. 
Determinants of Vegetarianism." 

November - Air Force 

For a last minute $715,000 spending spree at Clark Air Force 
Base, the Philippines, designed to use up all available funds before 
they expired with the new fiscal year. 

December - Department of Energy 

For spending $1,200 under Its small grants energy saving 
technology program to build and test ...an above ground aerobic and 
solar assisted composting toilet. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
TVISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.W- THURSDAY, JJWUARY 25. 1979 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Mis) announced Tïnirsday t ta t the BoTtten 

Fleece of the Honth award for January goes to the Department of Ubor for funding 

a SUO.OOÔ  never completed census of the Samoan population of Orange County, l ä l -

ifornia. Bureaucrats say, 'San»a;' the taxpayers are saying loud aad clear, "So-moa:!"" 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Conmittee and a meinber of the Senate Appropriations Copmlttee and the Congressional 

Joint Economic Committee. The Fleece of the Month award is given for the tiggest, 

most ironic or most ridiculous example of wasteful government spendlTig for the .month. 

"The money for counting Samoans in Orange County was provided under the 

Comprehensive Training and Employment Act (CETA) Public Service Jobs Program to a 

non-profit corporation. The Institute of Emergent Nationalisms Determinacy, Inc., 

largely created and actually controlled by the members of a single family. The 

corporation was Incorporated only a few short months before i t received the CETA grant. 

"(fat only has no final report been s;iiraitted--four months after I t was àae— 

but even the limited raw data supposedly collected cannot be found. The former tead 

of the program is reported to now be in Western SasDa, outside U.S. Jurisdiction, 

and authorities' afté.npts to contact him have so far fai led. 

"At the same time that local auditors were questioning tlte operation ef 

the project, the same group applied for partial funding of a $2,332,702.14 program 

to create a 'Pacific Island Cultural Art Demonstration Team.' While the local CETA 

sponsors did turn down this particular request, they instructed tiieir owi staff to 

'provide technical assistance to this agency, assisting them to redesign this project 

into a workable format and towards resolving present operational problems.' 
Samoan 

"When questioned about the/ project. Labor Department spokesoen justif ied 

their lack of oversight and review of the grant on grounds that i t was locally 

reviewed and controlled. However, according to the Orange County Register one local 

official said that he is not upset by the lack of any finished product to show for 

the moneyl' 

' The purpose of the contract was to provide employment and 
training to unemployed Santa Ana residents and a by-product 
of this was to be a study. Just because the study wasn't coiicleted 
I don't think i t can be said the city got the raw end of things. 
That's the pnilosophy of the CETA program.' 

Fortunately, local law enforcement off icials are presently reviewing the entire question. 



"There are enough useful and constrjctlve programs and pro jec ts-

including genuine help to Samoans In need—to employ those unemployed wi l l ing to 

work without resorting to ridiculous make-work projects. 

"This mindless method of spending Is exactly why there is so saich waste 

and so l i t t l e accountability of government spending. For example, the Law Enforce­

ment Assistance Administration excused their research on why inmates want to escape 

from prison and the National Endoweent for the Hunanitles for supporting a study of 

why people l i e , are rude and cheat on the local tennis courts on the grounds that 

the approval for spending the federal money was given by the state or local i ty . 

Congress should reexamine the procedures that have led to this lack of federal oversight 

of federally funded projects." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR'RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1979 

Senator Wi l l i am Proxmire (D-W1s) announced Tuesday tha t the "runner-up" 

January Golden Fleece of the Month award goes t o the Hat ional Endowment o f the Arts 

" f o r support ing a 'Hanauma Bay {Hawa11)-Colored Headcovers Happening,' which involved 

400 people being f i lmed from a rented he l i cop te r as they walked along an Oahu beach 

wearing shiny paper par ty hats color-coded t o the wearer 's sex and r a c e . " 

Proxmire i s chairman o f the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban A f f a i r s 

Committee and a member of the Senate Appropr iat ions Committee and the Congressional 

Jo in t Economic Committee. The Fleece of t he Month Award i s given f o r the b igges t , 

most i r o n i c or most r i d i c u l o u s example of wasteful government spending f o r the month. 

Because of the r e l a t i v e l y small amount of federa l funds Invo lved, t h i s p ro jec t l o s t 

out i n the compet i t ion f o r the January Fleece of the Honth,which went t o a $140,000 

Department of Labor grant t o Orange County, C a l i f o r n i a , t o pay fo r a ye t uncompleted 

census of the Samoan populat ion l i v i n g t he re . 

"The Hawaiian State Foundation on Culture and the A r t s , as par t of a 

Ï20 m i l l i o n NEA fede ra l - s ta te matching funds program, spent $1,000 on t h i s work o f 

'contemporary environmental conceptual a f t , ' The happening was dreamed up by a 

group o f a r t students and professors at the Un ive rs i t y o f Hawai i . One professor 

explained the p r o j e c t : 

Contemporary a r t , and t h i s i s contemporary a r t . Is 
conceptual. Meanings are layered, r e f e r r i n g to th ings 
and ideas t h a t are not the re . (Emphasis added.) 

"The Hanauma Bay-Colored Headcovers Happening' happened l a s t December. 

While the a r t i s t s sent out more than 2,000 I n v i t a t i o n s and hoped t o hat a t t i r e at 

leas t 1,500 beachcombers, only 400 people turned out t o wear the shiny paper par ty 

hats . Those who d i d found themselves holding hands and s t r o l l i n g along the beach 

and i n the su r f as t h e i r ambulatory a r t experiment was being preserved fo r p o s t e r i t y 

from a he l i cop te r hovering overhead. 

"The d i s t r i b u t i o n of hats was supposed t o be based s t r i c t l y on the sex 

and race o f the wearer. For example, blue hats were handed out t o Caucasian males 

wh i le Caucasian females got green ones. Or ien ta l males were assigned purp le ha ts , 

and the d i s t a f f members of the Or ien ta l race were given red ones. According to the 

grant a p p l i c a t i o n , the reason f o r t h i s ethnic and sexual designat ion was to al low 



for 'post project analysis of racial Integration.' Unfortunately, the sociological 

aspect of this contemporary environmental conceptual art happening was confounded 

by the voluntary exchange of hats among the sexes and races. 

"In addition, one of the art ists has already envisioned a follow-up 

project with-, 

5,000 people in orange day-glo shirts simulating an eruption 
In Diamond Head. See we'l l start with everybody inside the 
crater, then we'l l have some people from hiking clubs climbing 
up the inside and spi l l ing down the outside l ike hot lava. 

"When asked about the colorful but dubious happening, a National 

Endowment for the Arts spokesman pointed out that this type of mini-grant does not 

legally require prior approval by Washington. As the National Endowment for the 

Arts conveniently interprets I ts legislation, only the individual state art councils 

can determine how the 20 percent of the Endowment funds which go directly to the 

state shall be spent. 

"While I strongly support free expression by creative artists and 

believe that the Hanauma Happening art ists sincerely believe In the Importance ôf 

their work, I see no reason why the federal government should spend hard pressed 

taxpayers' money to support such act iv i t ies. I f the art ists want to do i t , let 

them pay for i t themselves or with private contributions. 

"While the amount of money involved In this project is relatively small 

and therefore worthy of only a runner-up Fleece award, a significant portion of 

federal funds is spent without any federal oversight. This mindless method of 

• spending is exactly why there is so much waste and so l i t t l e accountability in 

government spending." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
w I SCONS i.N 

rc?. P.LLEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. MOfJPAV, f̂ ARCH 26. 1979 

Senator W i l l i a m Proxmire (D-Wis) Monday awarded h is Golden Fleece o f 

ZY.e K r r t h f o r Karch to the A i r Force " f o r conduc t ing a s i x month S3,000 t e s t a t t he 

Penragon on the 'use o f umbrel las by mele personnel i n u n i f o r m . ' " 

ProxTiiire i s chairman o f t he Senate Bank ing , Housing and Urban A f f a i r s 

Ccinnittee and a member o f the Senate App rop r i a t i ons Committee and the Congressional 

J o i n t Economic Comjnittee. The Fleece o f t he Month 3v-;ard i s given f o r t he b i g g e s t , 

nDst i r o n i c or most r i d i c u l o u s e^ample o f was te fu l government spending f o r the month. 

' I hate to throw c o l d water on t h i s e x e r c i s e , " Proxmire s a i d , "but the 

îa>psysr£ are the ones g e t t i n g soaked. Here 's how i t happened. 

"From t ime t o t i ir ie the USAF Uni form Board has been asked i f i t w e r e proper 

f c r ne l e uniformed A i r Force members t o ca r r y u m b r e l l a s . The answer always came backa­

ne: Iz \\'Si desiTied unpro fess iona l and out o f image f o r an A i r Force male to ca r r y or 

l i î s an umrirel la w h i l e i n un i fo rm. 

"Nonethe less, t he ques t ion p e r s i s t e d i n A i r Force ranks . Why s h o u l d n ' t 

v.'E be ab le t o use an umbrel la? 

"So, the A i r Force Uniform Board , which has j u r i s d i c t i o n over such th inç is , 

cecidsG t o conduct an umbrel la t e s t . The plan went up the chs in o f command and was 

ar^ rcved by 3 general o f f i c e r l a s t October. The t e s t was scheduled f o r a s ix -month 

pe r iod beiheen November 1 , 1978, and A p r i l 30 , 1979. 

"An announcement went f o r t h t o a l l USAF male personnel w o r k i n g i n the 

Ptr^zaociii. For s i x months you can use an umbre l la i f you v a n t - - n o t h i n g ou t rageous , o f 

co.-^se, j u s t a s îancard black or b lue coTiinercial model. 

"î-leanwhile ths planners had been busy. A survey was developed. A 

r î H G ; - sa' iple o f Î700 Pentagon-based A i r Force males was desigi^ed. According to the 

s - r v i / !-e5;.,rcn e. 'perts in t^:e A i r Force personnel o f f i c e , t h i s survey would be 95 

'Oft ''.i-'zh 1 , 197?, the survey i.snt ou t to the ]'CG randomly se lec ted r .ales. 

Tr.e packaaa r cn ta i ned a covar ing pace e x p l a i n i n g the pu rpc ie of t he survey and g i v i n g 

r i i u r n m a í l i ü c i n s t r u c t i o n s . Also inc l i . . ied was a f o rewo rd , a Pr ivacy Act statement 

i ' . j i n s t r u j t i o r s f o r c o r p l s t i n p Lhe survey . A t tached ivsre ::•.•• pages o f u r b r e l l a 

i . e s L i c n s and the computer survey ônswèr s i iee t . 



Honorable Willi™ Proxmire 1 ä '«» B « 
Tr̂ ited States Senate 
;':=5hington, D.C. 20510 

Î ear Seriator Proxmire: 

This is in response to your recent inquiry concernitftg 
er; Äir Force Uniform Board survey and confirms information 
telsphonicaliy provided a member of your staff. g 

e airmen (officer and enlis%fed) 
iform have been reviewed periodically 

over the past few years. The unbrella issue was raised— 
acain and considered at the 68th nüaeting of the Air Forç^ 
Uniform Board in July 78. The Board recommended a test^^ 
psriod in which these individuals could use the unbrelliP 
v,-hile in uniform. The recoirûnendation was approved in 
Ortobar 1978. 

The plan calls for a six nonth test period (November 1, 
LÏ7S to April 30, 1979), with a survey of attitudes/feelings 
cc ba fcakan toward the end of the test period. After an 
analysis of the survey results, a final recommendation will 
be forwarded to the approving authority for final decision. 

The Sir Force selected the Pentagon as the test site, 
attached for your use are the estimated inanhour and cost 
ñí-z associated with the survey. 

MICHAEL S. Ai.PA, l.!Ĉ l, l'? 

:t-Í0 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEftSE AFTEH 6:30 A.M. THUHSEftY, APRIL 19, 1979 FOR THURSDAY P.M.3 

The Golden Fleeoe of the Jfonth for April goes to HUD and EDA for spending 

Î279,000 on a ccjmounity center so completely useless, that when It collapsed, no 

one knew it for days. 

Sen. lUiilliam Proimire (D-Wis. ) announced the Joint fleece award Thursday to 

the Departnent of Housing and Urban Developinent that paid $100,000 for the construction 

of the center, and the Econoaiic Developinent Administration. EDA spent 5179,000 on 

a never-completed road to the center. 

The road was never completed because of s lack of easements and insufficient 

funds. All this happened in rural fcterrlll Township, Michigan between 1975 and . . . 

February 22, 1979, deep in a woods, half-way between two small towns. 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

Committee and a member of Che Senate Appropriations and Joint Economic Committees. 

The Fleece of the Jtonih is given for the biggest, most ridiculous, or ironic example 

of wasteful federal spending for the period. 

"Here is the tale of a tragedy of errors. In 1975 HUD approved $100,000 in 

Community Development funds to build a community center for rural Merrill Township, 

Michigan. What HUD didn't know was that in order to serve two small towns in the 

township the center was to be built at a secluded site in a virtually inaccessible 

forest half-way between. 

"A HUD Detroit cfficîal is quoted in the understatement of the year as saying 

about its location: 'It may have been soraethi.ig that should have been caught,' 

"The collapsed buildir.!; was spotted on Washington's birthday, 1979, by a sharp 

eyed woodsman wiio reported it to the local Foatmaster who called the local sheriff 

and township supervisor who relayed the news to HUD's Detroit office. No one knows 

the precise date of the building's'downfall'. Like the question asked about the tree 

which fell in the wilderness, since no hi.uiian being was present to hear it fall, 

did it make any noise? 

"When informed of the collapse a HUD Detroit official was qooted in the ultimate 

bureaucratic frustration; 'I don't know what we'll do. I don't know of any set 

policy we have for that.' 

"The groundbreaking cerstr^arrj for the center designed to be used for counseling, 

food stamp distribution, literacy classes, job ti-.uniri¿, £r,d other vital township 

community services was i.T Ap:?il. 1976. It lay idle—u:ipainted, unlandscaped, and 

unfumis-hed—frcTTi its cwiipiäti:n thst ye^r iLitil its c.jilapse. Ue^tlme, the 

township's application :'or i;9G,0CJ fron ZÜ-\'^ Fublij '.'torks Er.ployr,ent Act lo build 

(0"íER) 



a road to it was reduced to $179,000. Thia proved liisurCicient to cúmplete IL. At 

the time the center collapsed the new road led to nowhere and the old two track 

dirt road or path through the forest was Icnee deep In snow. In more vfays than one 

both HUD,and EDA failed to pave the way for this project. 

"Among the tragedy of errors no proper records were kept, HUD reported that there 

was a failure to meet '...sound planning, engineering, and construction standards', 

there was no maintenance, and the insurance for the building did not cover snow 

daiaage. As early as February, 1977, broken trusses were found and repaired but 

other problems were identified in a July report—cost overruns, cracks in the 

concrete floor, failure of the celling tile to meet fire codes, and exits of 

insufficient widths. 

"Virtually everyone shuns responsibility. The project was inherited from the 

original supervisor who either kept no records or took them with him when he moved 

to Arizona. The township Treasurer who bought the Insurance was unavailable through 

illness and died aliaost simultaneously with the building's collapse. EDA was 

unaware that the funds were insufficient to complete the road or that a railroad 

easement was needed. HDD's Detroit office contracted for ardreceived routine 

reassuring reports from certified public accountants in August, 1978, six months 

before the collapse, indicating '...no major weaknesses or problems in the area of 

internal control or financial compliance." HUD was assured by the firm that 

'Our eiamination also included such procedures as we considered 
necessary In the circumstances to determine compliance with regulations, 
policies, and procedures prescribed by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.' 

"Nevertheless, this unused community center built on a site in the middle of 

nowhere, inaccessible by public roads, collapsed without anyone knowing it after 

the expenditure of 5279,000 of public funds and four years of time and effort. 

"It is for such mindless fur;ding and lack of oversight that HUD and EDA get " • 

the Golden Fleece of the Vjsnth Award for April." 



FOR RELEASE AFTER 6 :30EM AM THURSDAY APRIL 19TH (THURSDAY PMS) 

The Golden Fleece of the Month for April goes to HUD and EDA 

for spending $279,000 on a community center so coppletely useless, 

that when it collapsed, no one knew it for days. 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis) announced the joint fleece 

award Thursday to theDepartmentof Housing and Urban Development 

that paid $100,000for the construction of the center, and ths 

Economic Development Administration. EDÄ spent $179,000 on a 

never-completed road to the center. 

The road was never completed because of a lack of easements 

and insufficient funds. All this happened in rural Merrill 

Township, Michigan between 1975 and February 22, 1979, deep 

ina woods half waybetween tv70sraall towns. 



Senator William Proxmire (D-vris.) ssid thst "I am glving-

Fleece o-P tSa Month Award for Aoril jointly to the Depsrtiotf^ of Hous­

ing and Urban Development (HüD) and the EcDmmiG_,.BeVelopïïi8nt Adminiatra-

tion (EDA), HUD ape^ $100,000 to bnild s^ommunity oenter/Ifi the middle 

of nowhere which: 
in 1976 

tile and unused from i t s completion/until 

i t s ultimate collapse, appaijaítl " from the weight of anow In '^ebi'uar^ 

1979)( without anyon© kriowing ebouÈxit. T5DA spent *179,000 to finance a 

)¿fhe highwax— N. |- of lack ofeai^ements and/ 
road to the buidVÍtTgtfMtttSljiííBwas never cow>"'eted becauae/t*)^ fuwdo 

ñi%<ít^'c\etif'Áátfp^. 
' ' ' »AonlK Al.'' fch-Ig hapnenned in ruraKMerrll'' -T OTTOS hi p , 

M i c h i ^ betwepn 197? and Pebruarv 22, 1979, deep inSi nds halfway 

between two small towns. 

Proxmire is Chairman of the S enite Blinking, Housing, and Opban 

Affairs Committee and a member of theSenate ^ppropriati-^ns and Joint 

Economic C-immitteea. The Fle^cs of the Month is cçiven for t he bigeest, m 

most ridiculous, or ironic example of v-^gfceful federal spending ror tne / 

"Here Is the tale of a tragedy of erT'ora^ I 11 iii 1 t T im mnâail n 

In 1975 îî'fD approved $100,000 in Community "Te^elopment-pinda 

rural Merrill 

Township, Michigans What HÜD didn' t kr^w was that/ the center 

C half-wa-' bflt/wBP-n,̂ -̂  f P 
bui l t at a secluded s i te in a vir tual ly Inaccessiote t'oresfACSfllUD 

Detroit official is quoted^as" 5ayifigífcaÍ3'ó'3t" i t s lor^ation; 

' I t may have been something that should have been caught,' 

"The collapsed building was spotted on Washingtn'a birthday, 1979, 



by a sharp eyed wondsman who reported i t to the local Postmaster who 

news 
called the local^her l f f and"fbwnghip Supervisor who relayed the îsaAtwr 

to HüD's Detroit office. Ho one knows the precise date of the 

buildings 'downfall ' . Like the question asked about the tree which 

fe l l in the wllderneaa, aince no human being was present to hear i t f a l l , 

did i t make any noise? 

'Vhen informed of the collapse a HHD Detroit o f i c i a l was quoted i«_ 

' I don't I'now what we' l l do. I don't know of any set policy 
we have for t h a t . ' 

"The ground-breaking ceremony for the center designed to be used for 

counseling, food stamp distr ibution, l i teracy classes, Job training, 

and other vital/com-unity servicen was in April, 1976. It lay id ie- -

unpainted, unlandscaped, and unfurnished—from i t s completion that 

year unti l ita collapse. Meantime the township's application for 

$290,000 from EDA's Public Vorks Emplovment Act to build a road to 

V proved Inaufflclent to conpetyLt. At 
i t was reduced to $179,000, This^TrâBsnraSmxm ~ — , 

the time the center collapsed the new road led to nowhere and the old 

two track d i r t road or oath through the forest was knee deep in snow, 

In more ways than one both HTTD and SDA failed to pave the way Tw this 

"Among the tragedy of err-ora no proper records we^e kept, HiTD 

reoorted that there was a failure to meefc ' . . .sound planning, engineer­

ing, and construction standards', there was no maintenance, and th© 



insurance 
/for the building did not cover snow damage. As early as February, 

1977, broken trusses were found and repaired but other or-oblems 

^ i e e n t l f i e ^ 
in« a July report—cost overruns, cracks in the 

concrete floor, failure of the cel l 'ng t i l e to meet f ire codes, and 

exits of insufficient widths. 
BKÍB±n 

nri^tually y SM¿dJ 
"itMXie/overyona •oaeBawa respo ponslbility. The project was 

Inherited from the original supervisor wh" either ^ept no records 

or took them with him when he moved to Arizona. The township 

[vho bought the insurance.^ 

Treasurer/waa unavailablethrough illness and died altiost simul­

taneously with the building's collapse. EDA was unawarf that the 

funds were insufficient to complete the road or that a railroad 

easement was needed, HHD's Detroit office contracted for and 

received routineVreports from certified public accountants^ six 

months be'"ore the collapse indicating '...no major weaknesñes 

or problems in the area of internal control or financial compliaKco.' 

HÜD was yïÇfaasured by the firm thst 'SiiiifmatoanuhiHrtiiiiHii 

'Our examination also included such procedures as we 
considered necessary in the circumstances to determine 
compliance with régulât'"ns, policies, and procedures 
prescribed by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.' 

"Nevertheless, this unused community center built on a site in 

the midióle of nowhere, inaccessible by public roads, collapsed without 

anyone knowing it after the expenditure of $279,000 of nubile funds 

and four years of time end effort, 

"It is for such mindless funding and laek of oversight that HTID and 

EDA get the Golden Fleece of th e Month Award for April." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

For Release After 6:30 A.M., Monday, June 25, 1979 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) said Monday, "I am giving 

my Golden Fleece of the Month Award for June to the National 

Park Service for a $75,000 slush fund which pays for entertain­

ment, travel, and other expenses in excess of those appropriated 

for and approved under the Budget," 

"The money, called the National Park Service 'Director's 

Discretionary Fund' has paid out $1,625 for a Secretary of Interior's 

reception, $6.30 for champagne glasses, $1,095 for a tent for a 

Congressional breakfast, $125.95 for lunches at Dominique's, and 

almost $5,000 for President's visit to Yellowstone including 

$317,88 to purchase chicken wire to fence in Old Faithful and $172 

for box lunches and rooms for the White House advance staff." 

The Fleece of the Month is given for the biggest, most ridi­

culous or most ironic example of wasteful govemment spending for 

the period. Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and a Member of the Senate Appropriations 

and Congressional Joint Economic Committees. 

"The Director's Discretionary Fund, also know as the Cooper­

ating Association Fund, has existed since February 1960, has been 

used by officials of six Administrations, and by and for Republicans 

and Democrats and bureaucrats alike. 

"Expenditures in the three year period from November 1, 1975 

to September 30, 1978 amounted to $174,450.65 according to the 

records of the fund furnished to rae by the General Accounting 

Office, The balance on hand at the beginning of the present fiscal 

year was $74,875, 

"While the Park Service justifies the fund under a law which 

allows 'donations' to be used for broad National Park Service pur­

poses, this fund was established and is maintained through an 

annual assessment of some 59 non-profit 'Cooperating Associations' 

who sell literature, books, maps, and handicraft items in the 

National Parks. 

(over) 



"A memorandum from the National Park Service Director noted 

how 'gratifying' it was for hira to learn that at a Conference of 

the Associations in Albuquerque the latter had endorsed 

'...contributions to the Servicewide Fund on 
a voluntary, fair share basis at is% per year.' 

"Sales for 58 Associations in the 1978 tax year, on which 

the one half of one percent assessment is based, were $11.3 million. 

"There are several things wrong with the fund. 

1) It is not a 'voluntary' fund. Contributions are clearly 

required by the Park Service of its non-profit concessionaires. 

It is an assessment or shake down, not a 'donation.' 

2) It is a method of circumventing the official limitations 

on travel and entertainment imposed by both the Office of Management 

and Budget and the Congress. For example, the official entertainment 

allowance for the Secretary of the Interior is only $5,000. 

Any assessment, contribution or donation from the Cooperating 

Associations should be paid into the Treasury, appropriated by 

Congress, and disbursed under and not outside the federal budget. 

3) The fund violates the National Park Service Director's 

own directive to 'All NPS Employees' that 

"...an employee shall not solicit or accept, 
directly or indirectly, any gift, gratuity, 
favor, loan, entertainment, or any other thing 
of monetary value, from a person who! 1) Has 
or is seeking to obtain, contractual or other 
business or financial relations with this Depart­
ment; 2) Conducts operations or activities that' 
are regulated by this Department; or 3) Has 
interests that may be substantially affected by 
the performance o i' non-performance of the em­
ployee's official duty", 

"While some of the recipients may not have been aware of the 

source of the funds used for their entertainment, among the items 

for which the fund has been used in recent years are: 

Travel expenses for Cooperative Assoc­
iation Seminars. FY 1978 $13,650.00 

Photos and Wall Prints, Interior Department 
Congressional Liaison, FY 1977 1,833.00 



Lunches, Interior Subcommittee, Virgin 
Islands, April 1977 $74.25 

Mrs. Mondale, Blue Ridge, June 1977 137.50 

August 29, 1976: 

602 

317 

172 

,000 

07 

88 

00 

00 

Purchase of Chicken Wire to fence in 
Old Faithful for President Ford's BBQ 

Reception for Rep. Boy Taylor, House Interior 
National Parks and Recreation Subcommittee 
Chairman. 9/30/76 

December 7, 1976; 

Champagne & Wine from PX Liquor Shop 107.10 
Cocktail sandwiches from Woodward and 
Lothrop 75.03 
Champagne glasses from IDRA 6.30 
Cheese platter from Grand Union 22.50 

Floral centerpiece and corsages, 11/29/76 85.00 

Coffee Breaks and Guest Dinners at Cooper­
ative Association banquet, Al b urque r que, l-ec. 1976 885.46 

Flowers, August 1976 40.00 

September, 1976: 

Congressional Breakfast 73.00 
Congressional Breakfast Music 250.00 

Congressional Breakfast Tent 1,095.00 

LBJ Dedication, Sept. 1976 712.40 

Reception, Secretary Interior, Nov. 1975 1,625.00 

Coffee, Office of the Secretary, served 

at Wolf Trap, 12/5/76 9.10 

Watergate Wine and Beverage. Dec, 1376 85,13 

Farewell Party for Russ Dickenson. Jan. 1976 113.72 

Director's Cocktail Party, Dulles. Feb. 1976 49.46 

{N,B, Original and additional documents and details available 
in the office of Senator William Proxmire, 5241 Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D,C, 20510) 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M., FRIDAY. JULY 20. 1979 

Senator Williain Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Friday that "I am giving niy 

Fleece of the Month Award for July -- the first since the June 26th Supreme 

Court decision -- to the Department of Commerce's National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for spending at least $6,000 to determine 

if pot smoking has a bad effect on SCUBA divers. While the amount may be 

relatively small, the taxpayers should get high over this one. One might 

seriously ask, 'Were these trips really necessary?' 

"I intend to continue to issue the Fleece of the Honth, to criticize 

vigorously the wasteful spending of public money, and to strive to be just 

as emphatic, vivid and, if possible, as humorous in the denunciation of 

waste as I can be. " 

The Fleece of the Honth is given for the biggest, most ridiculous, 

or most Ironic example of wasteful spending for the month. Proxmire is 

Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and 

a Member of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional Joint Economic 

Committees. 

"The experiment was a minor part of an otherwise useful appearing 

$726,000 federal grant,matched by $625,000 from the University of Hawaii, 

into "Human Performance in the Sea." 

"Ten pot smoking men students aged 21 to 28 were recruited from a 

large class at the University. According to the published results en­

titled 'Marijuana Smoking and Cold Tolerance in Han' appearing in the 

Journal of Aviation, Space, and Environmental Medicine, 

'Specifically we were interested in cold stress similar 
to that encountered by SCUBA divers off Hawaii' (p. 634) 

"The effects of marijuana smoking after one or two hour exposures 

to both mildly cold water and cold air were undertaken, 

"After a preliminary hour's rest, the ten were subjected to one hour 

immersions with only their heads above the 28 Centigrade {82,4 Fahrenheit) 

water. This was done three times, each on a separate day with a day in 

between, after smoking pût, after smoking a placebo, and after no smoking 

at all. 



"Similar cold air experiments were performed on the subjects lasting 

two hours in a chamber with the air temperature at 20*Centigrade (68* 

Fahrenheit). Dressed only in bathing suits, they were hooked up to 

temperature gauges attached to 9 parts of the body. In addition, breath 

holding tests taking from 15 to 30 minutes were involved. 

"While the body core temperatures were essentially unaffected, there 

were significant losses of body heat, elevated heart action, and shivering 

after smoking pot. 

"The diving aspects of the study were summarized as follows: 

'...marijuana did not produce simple hypothermia ^' during cold 
exposure at rest, but it did increase neat production, probably 
due to more rapid and intensive shivering. Thus, it would appear 
hypothermia during diving„is not anticipated. However, the con­
sequences of tachycardia ^' due to marijuana interacting with 
diving bradycardia 3. may be consequential. Similarly, the ob­
served increase in oxygen uptake might conflict with the normally 
higher V02 during swimming. IN EITHER CASE, CAUTION SHOULD BE 
SUGGESTED UNTIL CANNABIS ACTION ON SWIMMERS CAN BE DETERMINED.' 
{p. 638. Emphasis added). 

1, subnormal temperature of the body 
2, swift action of the heart 

3, slow action of the heart 

"In ray view, the government was at sea on this one. What the study 

tells us is that if you smoke pot don't go swimming, SCUBA diving or 

mountain climbing. 

"If there were an unlimited budget, perhaps it might be undertaken. 

But on the scale of national needs, this experiment seems to have a 

v&ry low priority. 

"Finally, a word about costs. While no detailed figures for this 

specific part of the overall project were available, the Commerce De­

partment estimated the cost at $6,000, which seems misleadingly low. 

Here's why. 

-- Some seven professional researchers signed the academic article, 

~- The ten students were involved for more than 200 hours. 

-- A similar amount of time was involved with the lab, breathing 

equipment, smoking equipment (spirometer techniques were used), et( 

-- The routine charges by universities for lab time, professional 

salaries, equipment costs, and overhead, apparently not available 

for this study, are not routinely insignificant. 

--more--



"All this, plus the cost of the pot itself (I am told $40 to $45 

an ounce is not an unusual price), would indicate that, at best, the 

Department's estimate is based on the marginal rather than the total 

costs. " 



SENATOR WÍLLL-VM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THURSDAY, AUGUST 23. 1979 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Thursday "I am giving my Fleece of the Month 

Award for the month of August to Congress for the eruption in i t s staff and spending over the 

past decade. In that period tha staff of the House and Senate has grown by about 70 percent 

(from about 10,700 to 18,400 persons) and the cost by 270 percent (from $150 to $550 million 

a year) . While bread is the staff of l i f e , i t can now be said that too much of the taxpayer's 

bread has been used to give too much l i f e to the Congressional staff." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee and a 

Member of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional Joint Economic Coranittees. The Fleece 

of the Month is given for the biggest, most i ron ic , or most ridiculous example of excessive 

spending for the period. 

In a statement released from his Washington Office Proxmire said "The charge of a 

'b i l l ion dollar ' Congress is wrong. 

"The $1.22 billion budgeted for the 'Legislative Branch' in fiscal year 1979 Includes 

funds for such agencies as the Government Printing Office, the General Accounting Office, the 

Botanic Gardens, the entire Library of Congress, the Tax Court, the Cost Accounting Standards 

Board, the Copyright Royalty Tribunal, and the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe. 

"But while i t may be a bum rap to call i t a 'b i l l ion dollar ' Congress, i t is fa i r to call 

i t 'a half a billion dollar ' Congress. When one excludes the agencies not directly serving the 

House and Senate (almost 60S of the $1.22 bi l l ion to ta l ) there has s t i l l been gn increase in 

both numbers and funds in excess of increases in both staff and funding for the Executive 

Branch and greater than the increases in e i ther the cost of living or the wholesale price 

indexes. 

"Here are some of the facts about the Congressional increases. 

— "The staff of the Senate has increased from about 3,400 to 6,800 in the saireperiod, 

a b ig , fa t , whopping 100 percent. Then there were 34 employees for each Senator, Now there 

are 68. 

--"The Capitol Police force has grown from an authorized strength of 602 in fiscal year 

1958 to 1187 in the middle of 1979, a 97 percent increase, 

--"Additional costs and staff have been added through new agencies or new administrative 

functions not directly involved in the work of Standing Committees or Congressional Member 

offices. These include 130 authorized employees at the Office of Technological Assessment(OTA) 

and 21S at the Congressional Budget Office, There are also 1,286 employees of the Architect 

of the Capitol and 856 at the Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress. 

"There are some good reasons for some of the increases. In the past Congress has often 
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been unable to cope w i t h the vas t s t a f f and resources o f the Execut ive Brancn. Issues have 

become more complex. C o n s t i t u e n t s have demanded a vast a r ray o f s e r v i c e s . Tne amount of 

mai l hes taken a . q u a l i t a t i v e jump. A bombing of the C a p i t o l ; demonstrEt ions by fa rmers , 

e n t i - a b o r t i o n i s t s , and o t h e r s ; and the increase in the general l e v e l o f cr ime have c a l l e d 

f o r an expansion o f the Cap i to l P o l i c e , The breakdown in the s e n o r i t y system, on the whole 

a good t h i n g , has meant a l a r g e increase i n the s t a f f to serve j u n i o r Members o f Congress 

who i n the past were o f t e n s ta rved f o r s t a f f by Committee Chairmen. F u r t h e r , the f i g u r e s 

inc lude some 824 LBJ i n t e r n s in the House and hundreds of o the r i n t e r n s on House or Senate 

p a y r o l l s f o r sho r t per iods and small pay. 

"Never the less , these reasons do not j u s t i f y the massive increase i n Congressional s t a f f . 

At one session o f a recen t Congressional Conmittee some 27 s t a f f members were present to 

serve two Members o f t he Committee. Many o f the s t a f f were not permanent Committee s t a f f 

members but s t a f f p rov ided Senators under Senate Reso lu t ion 60 to oversee the Committees on 

which they serve , 

"Senators and s t a f f are now s tumb l ing over themselves. A d d i t i o n a l s t a f f generates 

a d d i t i o n a l b i l l s and a d d i t i o n a l work , much o f i t unneeded a t a t ime when Congress has 

d i f f i c u l t y coping w i t h i t s r e g u l a r , r o u t i n e , and o v e r s i g h t f u n c t i o n s . 

"The added s t a f f i s then used t o j u s t i f y new b u i l d i n g s , more r e s t a u r a n t s , added park ing 

spaces, and grea ter suppor t personnel a l l o f which has l e d t o a quantum jump i n Congressional 

• spending. 

"Congress should f i r s t o f a l l ho ld the l i n e on s t a f f . New needs should be met by 

r e - o r d e r i n g p r i o r i t i e s and the d i s m a n t l i n g of o l d f u n c t i o n s . Actual cu t s should then be 

made below e x i s t i n g l e v e l s . 

"At a t ime o f g a l l o p i n g i n f l a t i o n and t a x p a y e r ' s f i s c a l r e v o l t . Congress should put i t s 

own house i n o r d e r . " 

( S e n a t o r P r o x m i r e has r o u t i n e l y r e t u r n e d f u n d s t o t h e S e n a t e f r o m 
h i s c l e r k h i r e and o f f i c e e x p e n s e a l l o w a n c e s - Fo r c l e r k h i r e , 
t h e amoun ts r e t u r n e d w e r e 5 4 9 , 4 7 4 . 5 2 i n f i s c a l y e a r 1 9 7 7 ; 
S 1 4 8 , 8 6 4 . 4 0 i n f i s c a l y e a r 1 9 7 8 ; and $ 1 3 9 , 0 0 1 . 3 4 t h r o u g h 
J u l y , 1 9 7 9 . 

The o f f i c e e x p e n s e a l l o w a n c e i s c a l c u l a t e d on a c a l e n d a r y e a r 
b a s i s . 5 2 2 , 2 6 4 . 3 9 was r e t u r n e d i n 1 9 7 6 ; 5 3 3 , 9 8 7 . 3 5 i n 1 9 7 7 ; 
and 5 3 1 , 6 9 9 . 0 0 was r e t u r n e d i n 1 9 7 8 . 

W i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o f w h i c h P r o x i r , i r e 
i s C h a i n n a n , t h e S e n a t e B a n k i n g , H o u s i n g , and U r b a n A f f a i r s Com­
m i t t e e and i t s a s s o c i a t e d D e f e n s e P r o d u c t i o n C o m m i t t e e - - n o w 
S u b c o m m i t t e e - - , t h e r e has b e e n - n o i n c r e a s e a n d , i n f a c t , an 
a c t u a l d e c l i n e i n t h e t o t a l s t a f f s i n c e he became C h a i r m a n i n ' 
J a n u a r y , 1 9 7 5 . ) 



For Reloaae After 6.^0 A.M, Thursday Augug^ 23, 1979 

Thursday 
Senator William Proxmire (D-Wia.) said "I am giviiig 

my Ploeoe of the Month for kup^vtst to Congress for the eruption 

In i t s staff and spending over the past decede. In that period 

the staff of tho House and Senate has grown by about 70 percent 

(from about 10,700 to la.UOO persons) and the cost by 270 

percent (from $150 to *Ç«0 million a year). While tHuttonsxtoram 

i t can r-ow be aald that 
3»úiSm**urti bread îs the staff of l i f e , ^oo much of t he taxpayer's 

the 
bread has been used to p^ive too much l i fe to/Con^r'-^sional 

staff." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senage Banking, Honaing, and 

Urban Affairs Committe© and a Member of the Senate Appropriations 

and Congres-^lonal Joint Economic Comtnittpes.The Fleece of the 

Month is given for the blgf^est, moat ironic, or most ridiculous 

exampTe of ©xcospive spendinç; for the period. 

"In a statement releaged from his Washington offiteProxmire 

aald "The oharsie of a 'bil''ion do'',lar' Onngresn is a-ml an enfer. 

The $1.22 bini-'n budgeted for the'Legisaativo BranchUn fiscal 

year l'̂ 79 includes funds for such agencies as the Government 

Printing Office, the General A ocounting Ofice, the Botanic 

Gardens, the entire Library of Congress, the Tax Court, the 

Cost Accounting Standards Board, the Copyright Royalty Tribunal, 

and the Commission on Security and Cooperation inEurope. 

"But while it may be a bum rap to call it a 'bi''lion dollar' 



Congress, it Is fair to call it 'a half a billion dollar' 

Conf^ress. When one excludes tho asenciea not directly serving 

the House and Senate (almost 60^ of the *1.22 b. total) there 

has at'l'' been an inrreaae in both nu"ibers and funds in excess of 

for 
inorpases In both stsff and funding fi/the Executive Br-aneh 

and gre-ter than the incraases in either the cost of living or the 

wholesale price indixesa 

"Bere are some of the facts about tha Congressional increases,, 

— "The staf of the House of Representatives grew from 

about 7,300 to 11,600 from 1968 to fiscal year 1V79., op by almost 

60 percent. 

•^Jt^ —"The Staff of the Senata has increased from about 

^ ^̂ -Ĵ 3,l4.0O to 6,800 In the same period,, » big, f at, whopping 100 percent. 
Then there were 3lt. employees for each Senator.Now thero ara 68, 

--"Th« Capitol Police force has grown from an authorized 

stT-ength of 602 in fiscal year 1%R to 1187 in the middle of 1979*» 
a 97 percent increase, 

--"Additional costs and staffj/ have been added through 

new agencies or new administrative functions not directly involved 

i^Standtngy 
in the workofTööinrTrttae or Gcngresfîional '''ember offices. These 

include 13O authorized employePS at the Office of Technological 

Aaaessment (OTA) and 2l8 at the rTongressional Budget Cfficeo 

There are also 1,286 employees of the Architect of the Capitol and 

656 at the Congressional Hesearch Ser-'ico of tha Library of ConeçreaSi, 

"Thera are some eçood reasons for some of tho incrpases, Xn the 

past Congress has often been unable to cone with the vast staff and 



resources of the Executive Branch. Issues have become more complsx. 

Constituents have demanded a vast array of services. The amo-mt of 

A bombing of the Capitol; 

mail has taken a quantitative ,iúmp. »swiJmçs/ demonstrations by 

farmers a»A anti-abortionists, and the increasi»» in the general level 
/ 1 

of crima have aallfid for an expansion of the C^pttol Polica. 

The breakdwon in the sisniority system, on tha whole a good thing, 

has meant a large increase in the staff to serve junior Members of 

Congress who in tha past were often starved for staff by Comraittao 

Chairmen, Further, the figures include SOTSO 82i|. LBJ interna in the 

House and hundreds of other interns on House or Renate payrolls for 

short periods and small pay, 

"Naverthelesa, these reasons do not justify the maŝ îve increase 

pa cent 
in Congressional staff. At one sesai-m of a/Congre.'!F'l"nal 

,.,j^.„ .^ . B (wePB pre s en t^ /\ Coramittaa soma 27 s t a f members^o aerv© two Members raepo present's 

Many of theffljyHere not permanent Comnittee staffmembera but staff 

ç S e n a t o r a 3 
providea/unaer Senat^ Resolution 60 to oversee tha Committees on 

which they serve,, 

"Senators and sta''f are now stumbling over themselves. Additional 

staff generates ad-^itlonal bills and additional work, much of it 

unnaeded at a tima when Congress has difficulty coping with its 

regular, routine, and oversight functions. 

— "^ ^^bgnj 
, "The ad^ad staff iaAïsed to .lustify nev buildings, mora xaxAisnuim 

pestaurants, ad-̂ ed parking spaces, and gre.^ter support personnel 



- i f ­

all of which has led to a quantum jump in Congressional 

spending, ^ .̂ 

"Congress should first bf all hold the l̂ nô ' Hew needs 

should ba met by re-ordering priorities and th© dismantling 

of old functions. Actual cuts should then be made below 

existing levels. 

"At a tima of galloping inflation and taxpayer's fiscal 

revolt. Congress should put its own house in order." 

fSenator Proxmire has routinely r̂ 'turned funds to the Sánate 
from his clerk hire and office wxpense allownoes, ^or clerk 
hire, the amounts returned wre !';|i'̂,l|.71i..52 in "̂ iscal vear 1977j 
*mP,B6ij.,ltO in fy 197^1 and í'íl39,001.3fi through July, 1979. 

The office expense al'ownce is r-alculated on a calendar 
ypsr basis. fl!22,26lj..39 wa" rtiturned in 1976; *3^,9^^7.36 in 1977; 
and !tî31,699.00 was returned 'n 1976. 

With pegpact to the performance of the Comnlttee of ŵ iich 
Proxmire is Chairman, the l̂ enpte Bgnking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs Committee and its associated Dafense Productirm 
Commifee--now Subcommittee--, there has been no increase and, 
in fact, an actual decline In,the total staff since he became 
Chairman jcC in January, 1975« ̂  



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR REIEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THURSDftY. SEPTÊ EER 27. 1979 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said in a speech prepared for delivery in the 

Senate Thursday that "I am giving my Fleece of the Month Award for September to the National 

Science Foundation (NSF) for spending Î39,600 to study "Himalayan mountaineering. Social 

Change, and the Evolution of (the Buddhist) Religion among the Sherpas of Nepal." It has 

often been said that the government is foolish enough to send taxpayer's money to the ends 

of the earth. How the NSF has done i t . Funding this study raises the question of pr ior i t ies . 

The government.Is not required to fund every study on every subject everywhere in the world. 

Is this t r ip really necessary?" 

The Fleece of the Month Award is given for the biggest, most ironic, or most ridiculous 

example of excessive spending for the period. Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, 

Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee and a member of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional 

Joint Economic Committee, 

"The study is a part of the NSF's anthropological science program under which the 

NSF requested $7.4 million for fiscal year 1980, which was $800,000 and 12.1 percent more than 

the estimated spending for fiscal year 1979. 

"I f i rs t raised the issue about this study in the Appropriations Committee hearing 

on the NSF budget. The NSF argued for the study and provided additional information for the 

record. Further detailed information about i t has been asked for and received since those 

hearings. 

"The purpose of the project is to determine what, if any, connection there is between 

Sherpa involvement as mountaineering guides, which began early in the 20th Century, and the 

contemporaneous rise of more orthodox Tibetan Buddhist religious practices in Nepal. The 

project director proposed to spend the f i rs t six months of 1979 in Nepal and the last six 

months at a University in the United States. The researcher proposed to study the interaction 

of mountaineering, society and religion by carrying out household surveys, interviews with 

village residents and mountaineers, research into l ibraries and archives in Buddhist 

monasteries, and a study of recent religious tests and r i tua ls . 

"The original proposed budget included $19.697 for salaries, wages and fringe benefits 

for the principal investigator (including small amounts for clerical and graduate assistance); 

$7,313 for travel tc Nepal and return; $250 for a tent; $395 for a down jacket, down 

sleeping bag and a mattress; $90 for lanterns; and $75 for cooking gear. 

"In defense of the NSF and the researcher, i t i s clear that the lat ter would not live 

high off the hog in the Himalayan Hilton but would more likely be roughing i t on the stone 

floors of the monasteries. 
(over) 
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"Additional funds requested included $3,587 for materials and supplies 

and other direct costs, and $14,576 for ' indirect cos t s ' . The la t t e r i s the overhead 

routlinely charged by universities and research ins t i tu t ions . In this case i t was 74Î 

of the salar ies , wages, and benefits. 

I t i l lus t ra tes how lucrative government funds are to inst i tut ions. In this 

case i t was a questionable amount for the researcher proposed to spend the f i r s t six 

months in Nepal where overhead charges could not appropriately be charged to the 

researcher's academic insti tution. The NSF reduced this amount to $8,253, cut the 

travel funds to $1,750, and reduced the total from $49,983 to $39,600. 

"The project is being undertaken by an obviously highly qualified researcher 

who speaks the language fluently and has built a solid foundation of information 

about the Sherpa's and their culture through previous studies of the Sherpa society 

in Nepal. 

"I have no objection as such to a study of Sherpa mountaineering and i t s 

possible connection to the rise of local Buddhist celibate monasteries anymore than 

one could object to R. H. Tawney's Religion and the Rise of Capitalism or Max Weber's 

The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, although I doubt very much if the 

l i terary style of the NSF study will or could rival that of Professor Tawney. I do 

not believe in censorship. 

"What I object to is the use of taxpayer's money at a time of rampaging 

inflation to send researchers half way around the world to study what is at best 

an esoteric question. There may be no relationship at all between Sherpa's moving 

to a cash economy as a result of their mountaineering endeavors and the advent of 

a more orthodox Buddhist religion. 

"Measured against needed government programs is this study not at the bottom 

end of the l i s t of pr ior i t ies for which the hard pressed taxpayer's money should be 

spent? Should i t not more appropriately be funded by either a religious order or a 

private foundation or university? 

"Is there no limit to the subjects which are now said to be the responsibility 

of the federal government to pursue?" 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FDK RELEASE ftFTER 6:30 A.H., MONDAY, OCTOBER 29. 1979 

Senetor Williara Proxmire (D-Wis.) said in a speech prepared for 

delivery in the Senate Monday that "1 £m giving my Golden Tleece of the 

Month Award for October to the United States Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) for awarding $90,000 for 8 two-year study on 'Behavioral Deter­

minants of Vegetarianism.' In my view, this subject is just not meaty 

enough to warrant such an expenditure of federal funds. The taxpayers 

may, in fact, be getting something for their money which is neither 

fish nor fowl, 

"While 1 not only do not object to those who choose vegetarianism 

as their life style but would applaud it, 'Hesitate, don't vegetate' 

should have been the motto of the free-spending bureaucrats at USDA in 

considering this outlay of federal tax dollars." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking. Housing 

and Urban Affairs and a member of the Congressional Joint Economic 

Committee. He also serves on the Appropriations Committee, including 

the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee, which has jurisdiction over 

USDA's budget. 

The Golden Fleece of the Honth Award is given for the biggest, 

=ost ironic, or most ridiculous example of excessive or wasteful 

spending for the period. 

"This study is part of a scries of social behavioral research 

projects in human food preferences being funded by USDA. The nature of 

the studies being undertaken in these projects has been a cause of 

concern to the members ot the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee, 

including ryself. As a result, no new USOA funds in fiscal year igso 

will be spent for research efforts of tnis kind. The Senate and House 

conferees on the Fi-SC agriculture appropriations bill recently decided 

tnat n» new funds from the USDA's competitive grants program are to be 

used for social behavioral research projects, including research in 

human food preferences. The competitive grants program has provided the 

federal funcing for these social behavioral projects in fiscal .ears 

157 9 and lirs. 



' end of the spectrum. This study does not, in my 
other 

iew--

ations conferees 

"What is it about this i.ind of study--incl udirg the particular stud 

ttat is the subject of this month's Golden Fleece fiward--that has led to 

the cutting off of further USDA funding? The key word is priorities. I 

this period of rampaging inflation, it is imperative that taxpayers' 

dollars be spent only on those projects and purposes which are at or nea 

the high-priority 

and it is a view shared by the/FY-60 agriculture 

meet that test. 

"What are the purposes of the study on 'Behavioral Determinants of 

Vegetarianism"? The project description summarized them this way: 

In summary, demographic data, extent of nutritional 
knowledge, and physiological and psychological factor(s) 
will be studied for their relative influence on food-related 
behavior. The overall, long-term goals of the proposed 
research are as follows: 

1. To understand behavioral determinants regarding 
the selection and perpetuation of vegetarianism 
as a 1ifestyle. 

2. To differentiate behavioral and attitudinal 
differences regarding nutrition, food, self, 
and society between vegetarians and non-
vegetarians . 

3. To assess the influence of nutritional knowledge 
and attitudes on dietary behavior. 

4. To evaluate the relationship between taste acuity 
and food preferences in vegetarianism. 

Significance", this same project description inclut "ln discussi 

. statement: 

A comprehensive study of the factors which motivate 
adoption and perpetuation of vegetarian practices 
can furnish a basis for forecasting appropriate 
modifications by government in food and nutrition 
pol ici es. 

"I critici 

perceived significance 

is one of priorities, 

the Treasury door tr a 

case cf social behavio 

funded by USDA, that i 

conferees have done, 

'Tnis notion of [• 

in the va.v of fiscal p 

letter ] receiied fror 

ling the nethodology, the objectives, or the 

of this research project, Ny objection, again. 

In these troubled economic tir?es, we must shut 

n but liie most essential expenditures. In the 

ral research projects in hunan food preferences 

s exactly hhat the FY-80 agriculture appropriations 

what the Americar. 

• illustrated in so 

•payer expects 

words from a 

t he r citirpn irate oi'er, ironically, : 

of ihesf social behaii;ral n-icarch prciects in hur.an food preferences 

funcec tj L'SDA. 'lie sti,c!\ in c.ifH i oti--: hi 5 time in the ar.ount cf 



$65,000 'to develop psychological profiles of nutrition enthusiasts, to 

contribute to knowledge about nutrition behavior and motivation'— was 

itself certainly worthy of a Golden Fleece Award and 1 hereby declare 

it to be this month's runner-up. 

"To quote from the letter I received: 

1 wonder what they would pay to know of my motivation and 
behavior not when buying or using health foods but trying 
to make ends meet? That $65,000 would have bought a lot 
of dinners for the elderly in this area who don't eat at 
the end of the month if the checks do not arrive until 
Monday. 

"1 certainly cannot improve on this eloquent statement on the need 

for getting our priorities straight in federal government spending. 

For its contribution to misplaced spending priorities, 1 confer the 

October 'fleece' on USDA." 

(Note to editors -- We showed considerable restraint in not 

considering a Golden Fleece award to the Department of Agriculture 

for spending several thousand dollars to develop a non-flatulent 

bean. That could have involved considerable fun, but further 

checking on our part disclosed that the research had considerable 

nutritional as well as aesthetic merit.) 
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Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) ÍV'-'.-̂:,.4SÍ'-Í gave his Golden 

Fleece Award for TrçcBTirtrer "to the Air Force for a last minute 

$715,000 spending spree at Clark Air Force Base, The Philippines, 

designed to use up all available funds before they expired with the 

new fiscal year. Among the items obliged during an emergency two-

day period September 28-October 1, 1979 were $20,000 for new television 

sets and fans, $32,000 to resurface four tennis courts, $45,000 for 

supplies and for cleaning of the base swimming pools." 

Proxmire is a member of the Defense Appropriations Committee and is 

Chairman of the Priorities and Economy in Government Subcommittee of the 

Joini Economic Committee. The Golden Fleece award is given to the biggest, 

most ridiculous or most ironic example of government spending or waste. 

"Consider the dilemma Air Force budget officers at Clark Air Force 

Base faced on September 28, 1979--two days before the fiscal year ex­

pired and $715,000 in defense funds remained unobligated and unspent. 

If these funds were not obligated, then they would lapse back to the 

government. Future budgets for Clark Air Force base undoubtedly would 

be reduced. The solution? Spend the money as fast as possible. And 

that is just what happened. 

"According to the local base newspaper which carried the story in 

glowing headlines. Air Force budget officers were told to spend the 

$715,000 on any program that would help people. The Civil Engineering, 

Morale, Welfare and Recreation, Base Services. Security police and Main­

tenance people were called together in an emergency meeting to attack this 

spending problem. 

"They worked late on September 28th and throughout the weekend in a 

patriotic attempt to find a way to spend these embarrassing funds on 

hand. The 'can do' attitude prevailed. All the funds were obligated. 

Here is how they did it: 

"New dormitory furniture was ordered for $333,200. $20,000 was set 

aside for 30 new color television sets and 40 fans. The fans were hack ups 

for the air conditioning units. Of course, they also bought 184.new window 

air conditioners to replace older models throughout the base at a cost 

of $78,700, The Civil Engineers did their part tjy obligating $25,900 for 

new wall and floor coverings for the dining hall and $32,000 to resurface 

four tennis courts. 



"The Morale sect ion found a use fo r $115,000 to purchase new 

f u r n i t u r e f o r the John Hay A i r Base rec rea t iona l cottage whi le $45,000 

was a l loca ted f o r suppl ies and c leaning up o f the base swimming pools 

and fo r pool f u r n i t u r e . 

"The Secur i ty Police chipped in by accepting $30,000 to improve l i v i n g 

condi t ions by purchasing new r e f r i g e r a t o r s , t e l e v i s i o n s , s tereos, jung le 

f a t i g u e s , boots and berets. 

"The Maintenance Department did not l e t down or i t s o b l i g a t i o n . They 

needed $35,400 fo r boots, too ls and microwave ovens. 

"According to the Base newspaper j c o l . Thomas Hclnnerney, 3d TFV/ 

commander, stated that t h i s was the f i n e s t team e f f o r t on the part of 

base personnel that he had ever seen to use year end money to d i r e c t l y 

support people | He is quoted as g iv ing a 'hats o f f to the Base Supply, 

Procurement, C i v i l Engineering, Maintenance and Comptro H e r Div is ions 

fo r the extra e f f o r t they put f o r t h . 

"The A i r Force was exerc is ing that old bureaucrat ic impera t i ve - -

'Use i t or lose i t ' . There is nothing worse than not being able to 

spend the federal funds that have been a l l o t ed to a department or 

agency or base. I t is unthinkable that anything be given back or spent 

on more pressing nat ional secur i t y i tems. 

"The Pentagon t e l l s us tha t j u s t one more penny cut from t h e i r 

budget would r esu l t in a d ras t i c reduct ion of the muscle of our m i l i t a r y 

fo rces . Certain members of Congress demand that more defense spending 

occur and deny that savings can be made. They bemoan the state of U.S. 

defenses. 

"We l l , here is Just one more example of money being spent fo r the 

sake of spending. Did we improve our readiness? Did we add any f i g h t i n g 

capab i l i t y? Hardly! Perhaps there was a pos i t i ve e f f ec t on morale. 

Who wouldn' t l i k e new t e l e v i s i o n s , re f in i shed tennis cou r t s , new f u r n i t u r e 

and a i l the other t r immings. But who would argue that t h i s spending was 

essent ia l . 

(' In fairness to the Air Force I would like to point out some of the 

arguments,they use in justi fying these last minute expenditures. They 

say that they spen^most of their ironey on mission essential sMpanat-iiirns 

eaiier in the year and waltjied until the last minute to tiy buy many other 
A 

things. They also argue that a Congressional Supplemental came iasx late in 

the year and tiiey had to rush to-obligs+e a l l of ¡ t . And lastly i f should 

be noted that the Air Force stresses spenfiing or personnel orein+ed objectives 



• f In fairness to the Air Force i would like to point out some of tiie 

• arguTOiits tiiey usa in justifying these iast ninute expeiiditures. They 

l' say that they sperf most of their money on mission essential «tfwSsHMss 

• sailer in tiis year and wait/ed until ttis last minute to ^y buy nary other 

,'; things, Tiiey also argue that a Congrossional Supplemental came iasx late in 

the year and they iiad to rusii to obligate al l of i t . And lastly i t siiouid 

be noted that the h\r Force stresses speniing on personnel oreinted objectives 

,:' and that most of this spending at Ciarla Air Force Base was designdd to help 

• ftir Force personnel. Last year theAlr Force had Î1.3 bi l l ion Ir unfunded 

operation and maintenance r 



Summary of Fleeces - I98O 

January - Award of Merit to U.S. Air Force and General Slay 

FOP Initiating a tough, no nonsense program of reducing sole 
source contracts and replacing thera with good old fashioned American 
competition which could save millions annually. 

February - Environmental Protection Agency 

For spending an extra $1 to $1.2 million to preserve a Trenton 
Hew Jersey éewer as an historical monument. 

March - National Institute for Hental Health 

For funding a study of why bowlers, hockey fans and 
pedestrians smile. 

April - U.S. Coast Guard 

For wasting over half a million dollars on a microfiche 
conversion project which had to be cancelled when it took three years 
to complete only seven percent of the required work'. 

May - Department of Education 

For fattening Its staff and beefing up Its budget after 
promising that if it were created It would include no more people and 
would bost no more than previously devoted to education programs. 

June - Department of Commerce 

For spending $9,8O0 to hire a private public relations firm 
to review and evaluate the Department's public relations efforts. 

July - Award of MErit to General Services Administration 

For getting the government a break on sky-rocketing air 
travel costs. This experimental program will save il million in the 
first six months. 

August - Government National Mortgage Association 

Spent Í6,918 to buy 1,200 nine by twelve inch simulated 
leather binders which It sent out to savings and loan associations 
across the country to commemorate the issue of a total of $100 billion 
in mortgage backed securities. 

September - Department of Labor 

For funding a summer youth employment program in Tucson, 
Arizona in which I'l Junior college track athletes were paid for twice-
a-day training sessions, weekly trips to compete in races, and week-
long Journeys to Flagstaff, Arizona and Reno, Nevada to train, compete, 
and meet with other runners. 

October - Department of Defense 

For understating by $1.5 million various excessive costs In 
operations public housing for high ranking generals and admirals. 

November - Department of Education's Institute of Huseum Services 

For a $25,000 Federal grant to a California Zoo part of 
which was used to send two animal keepers half way across the country 
to attend a three day elephant workshop in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Decejiber - Federal Highway Administration 

They are spending $2-111,76̂  to produce a computerized system 
that gives local travel directions to people who can't or won't read 
maps. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
UÏ S C O N S IN 

r.ZLî:.-.SE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THURSDAY, JAN'JA.^Y 17, l^SO 

Jtn. V.'iilicm ProxiTilre (D-Wls.) T.'iursday a.nnoijnced thaflnsteaí o.f 

iT;e cf che Kontn eward for January, 1 am giving an 'Awara of Kerli. 

;-.; •"nite:: ;-htes Air Force and m particular General .Altar. D. ila*. , 

.i:._-:- if Uf.-.P 57£tsnis Ccmmand. The Air Porce and General il^y ri-.̂ i-, 

;r;.~¿niEti;n fcr lnit:£tir:ç a tcugh, no nonsense pr'ograr. ^f recij;:;,;: 

:i.,;Qe tor.iract.s snc! replacing them with good ola fashlonea 

i :-ar. ;cr:;f:tit;cn wnlch cauld save millions annually. In sôditior. 

ill red-jce goidplatir.g and other unnecessary v;astefui practices." 

?;7j;::.lre 13 a niSTriber of the Defense Appropriations wL-Locr-fulttei 

..̂  ,̂ .i;!T Economic Coii^TLittee, He hac fivi-n bD Golden Fieece -v̂ broL-

'M:..: tn¿ ,;ir Forcfc has borne thr ürunt cf several :f r.y 'y-'Î cC:; 

: u:.-.: relias, it is only J-lîtin^ ^'•^''^- '•'-^'•' feceive praist ana rut-lc 

••: jí^.'lzí. v:l,̂ r= It IE nerlted. 

'";•--;.eral Slay is responsitle for approving S11 billien in annual 

r-hi-X:- awarded by the Air Force for various weapon sysr.e-is. ¡n orde; 



strong Letter Follows? 
THE TWX WHICH FOLLOWS h¡,s got lo be a classic, sent by ALr Force Syslerrs 

I Commander General Alton Slay on May 241h lo Ihe Commander of Air Force 
Syilems Command, Lt. Gen. Larry Skantie, A fy asked General Slay's public affairs 
oflke for copies of similar TWXs he sent on Ihe same subject to the commanders of 
AFSCi Eleclronics System Division (which we're lold was even more slrongly 
worded) and of Ihe SpaceandMissikSysIems Organisation. None of the TWXs i^uld 
be located, until General Slay took them out of bis personal safe. He has. however, 
declined ID make Ihem available on the basis that they aie "personal'messages exempt 
from release under the Freedom of Information Act. AFJ is considering taking the 

¡St" General Slay's inlcresting theory. In the meanlime, we Iho 
lould be able 10 read for themselves what a senior Air F 
s like when he's really mad. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 2g, 1980 

Sen. Wi l l iam Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Friday " I an g iv ing my Fleece of the 

Honth Award fo r February to the Environmental Protect ion Agency (EPA) fo r spending 

an extra $1 to $1.2 m i l l i o n to preserve a Trenton, New Jersey sewer as an h i s t o r i c a l 

monument. The sewer i s 25 fee t underground, f u l l of mud and sludge, has been 

viewed only twice in the l a s t 23 years, w i l l not be on publ ic view in the f u t u r e , 

and is not unique. This i s c l e a r l y an example of taxpayers' money going down the 

d r a i n . " 

The Fleece of the Month is given f o r the b iggest , most i r o n i c , or most r i d i cu lous 

example of wasteful government spending f o r the month. 

"When Trenton, Hew Jersey was required to upgrade i t s sewers and san i ta t ion 

plant back in 1975 by the Environmental Protect ion Agency, Trenton proposed t o 

bui ld i t s new sewers through a par t of the 100 year old br ick Lamberton Street sewer. 

I t ' s own report found that: 

' . . . t h e nature of the (Lamberton Street) sewer i s not conducive to 
appreciat ion and inves t iga t ion since i t i s underground and. a t l e a s t , 
p a r t i a l l y f u l l o f raw wastewater at a l l t imes . ' 

"But the Environmental Assessment S ta tment submitted by New Jersey's State 

H is to r i ca l Preservation Of f i ce r (SHPO) to the EPA said t h a t : 

'The destruct ion of the Lamberton Street c i r c u l a r br ick in terceptor 
w i l l be a loss f o r the sewer i s both a symbol and expression of 
America's former engineers, engineer ing, urban l i f e and p lanning, 
and a time and place which are i r r e v e r s i b l e and i r r e t r i e v a b l e . * 
( I s n ' t a l l time i r r e t r i e vab le? ) 

"As a resu l t the sewer was placed on the Register of H i s to r i c S i tes . I t was 

the subject of a m i t i ga t i on plan approved by the Federal Advisory Council on 

H is to r i c Preservat ion. Nine hundred feet of the old sewer w i l l now be l e f t 

i n tac t as the new sewer by-passes i t . A professional archaelogist w i l l be hired 

t o monitor the s i t e to make ce r ta in the o ld br icks are preserved. Coimiemorative 

plaques w i l l be placed above ground a t each end of the underground sewer to 

note the sewers h i s t o r i c q t ; a l i t i e s . 

"Trenton o f f i c i a l s estimate tha t the addi t ional costs a t t r i b u t a b l e both to the 

environmental requirements and the more than one year delay w i l l add Î Î to $1.Z 

m i l l i o n to the cost o f t h i s segment of the overa l l p ro jec t . The Federal government 

pays 75% of the t o t a l . 

"But the view tha t the o l d Lamberton Street In terceptor might r i v a l the 

Catacfflnbs, Roman Aqueducts, or the Moscow Subway was disputed by Trenton's ch ie f 

san i ta t ion engineer, John Vogler. In an in terv iew wi th the Trenton Times, v e r i f i e d 

wi th him by my s t a f f . Engineer Vogler sa id: 

(OVER) 



"With respect to the uniqueness of the Lambert Street sewer: 

'Ï0U know,we've got another 20 miles just l ike i t or older all over 
the ci ty, not to mention every other city in the Northeast that's got 
the same old sewers,' he chuckled 

"Whether one can see this historical site? 

'But we're going to keep 900 feet of i t in operation, so i t wil l be 
available for scrutiny i f anyone wants to get down there and see i t . ' 
A long peel of cfuckles. 

"Bids for the project are now in and will be let in the next few days. 

"While the paid archaelogist consultant identified the Lamberton Street 

sewer as '...an historic or pre-historic cultural resource', neither i ts l ist ing 

on the Register of Historic Sites nor the submission of Trenton's plans to the 

Advisory Conmission on Historic Preservation requires the EPA to preserve an old, 

non-unique, underground brick sewer f i l led with sludge as an historic monument. 

"While an extra $1 to $1.Z million is not the largest example of wasteful 

spending by the Federal government, i t most certainly tiualifies as the most 

ridiculous for this month." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. THiJTiPgftï , MARCH 2 7, 1980 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wls.) såld ln a speech prepared for 

delivery ln the Senate on Thursday that "I am giving my Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for March to the National Institute for Mental Health 

for funding a study of why bowlers, hockey fans and pedestrians smile. 

"In my opinion, the American taxpayers will say, with a puckish 

grin, that they are not bowled over by this pedestrian study." 

Proxmire is the Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee 

charged with reviewing the budget of the National Institute of Mental 

Health. The Golden Fleece Award is given monthly to a federal agency 

for the blEgest) most ridiculous or most Ironic waste of the taxpayers 

money. 

"The study was entitled "Social and Emotional Messages of Smiling: 

An Ethological Approach.' It was part of a $75,000 grant to examine 

Verbal and Nonverbal Cues In Detecting Deception. 

"Here Is the abstract of the smiling study in the authors' own 

words: 

'Did smiling evolve as an expression of happiness, friendliness, 
or both? Naturalistic observation at a bowling alley (Ni=l,793 balls) 
shows that bowlers often smile when socially engaged, looking 
at and talking to others, but not necessarily after scoring a 
spare or a strike. In a second study, bowlers (N=l66 balls) 
rarely smiled while facing the pins but often -smiled when facing 
their friends. At a hockey game, fans {N=3,726 faces) smiled 
both when they were socially Involved and after events favorable 
to their team. Pedestrians (N=663) were much more likely to smile 
when talking but only slightly more likely to smile in response 
to nice weather than to unpleasant weather. These four studies 
suggest a strong and robust association of smiling with a social 
motivation and an erratic association with emotional experience." 

"The researchers studied the smiles of bowlers by both openly 

video taping some rolls of the bowling ball and by also secretly watching 

from near the pin setting machine. According to the study: 

'An observer knelt on a platform among the pin setting equipment 
at the end of the bowling alley behind the bowling pins and watched 
bowlers through binoculars as they finished their roll. The 
observer was 19-2 meters from the bowlers and observed through a 
narrow silt in the facade of the pin setting equipment.'p 

1. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, Vol. 37, Number 9, 
September, 1979, p. 1939 

2. Ibid. p. 1545. 
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"The smiles of hockey fans were studied from photographs taken 

through a telephoto lens during a college hockey game. 

"The pedestrian smiles were observed along several sidewalks 

in a small city in both good and bad weather. 

"And what did it cost to observe people's smiling and unsmiling 

behavior? There is a controversy about that. The National Institute 

of Mental Health reported that only $1,325 was spent directly for 

salaries and expenses during the smiling study. However, that small 

figure does not Include the cost of the equipment used in the study which 

was purchased under the grant for all aspects of the project on nonverbal 

cues. The taxpayers also paid for the video cassette tape recorder, 

two video cameras, two zoom camera lenses, two tripods, three nine 

inch television monitors, one camera handler and special effects generator, 

two microphones, 50 video cassettes and other miscellaneous supplies 

and equipment. Clearly the real cost to the taxpayer is at least several 

thousand dollars more than the $1,325 suggested to my staff by the 

Institute. 

"lu addition. It is interesting to note that this particular 

study of smiling Is never specifically mentioned in the elaborate 

grant proposal approved by the National Isntitute of Mental Health. 

In response to my staff's questions as to where this particular 

study fit into the research that was approved, the Institute replied: 

'The basic purpose of this grant was to study the accuracy of 
interpersonal perceptions and how deception is communicated and 
detected. The purpose of the study of srailing is to assess whether 
people smile as popularly assumed to indicate an underlying emotion 
such as Joy or for some other social reason.' 

"They also concluded that: 

'The study provided strong evidence that social involvement 
rather than emotional state was the major cause of smiling. ' 

"While the rest of the project may well be of value, does the srailing 

study really go beyond Herman Melville's century old observation 'A smile 

is the chosen vehicle for all ambiguities?' Does It substantially add 

to the original contribution to knowledge made by Charles Darwin In The 

Expression of Emotions m Han and Animals which he published 108 years 

ago in 1872? 

"While I have no objections to a study of smiling as such, Involved 

here is a question of priorities. In this period of double digit, galloping 

inflation, should the hard pressed taxpayer be asked to pay for an academic 

version of Bowling for Dollars? 

(MORE) 



"It is my view that, like Darwin's, such studies might better be 

done under private auspices. I therefore smilingly award my Golden 

Fleece of the Honth for March to the Hational Institute for Mental Health. 

I leave It to NIMH to determine whether my smile is a deception, an 

emotional state, or a sign of friendliness." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.H. HOUDAY, APRIL 2 1 . 198Q 

Sen. M i l l i am Proxmire (D-Uis. ) Honday awarded h is A p r i l Golden Fleece of the 

Honth to the United States Coast Guard f o r "wasting over h a l f a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s on 

a microf iche conversion proj"ect which had t o be cancel led when i t took three years 

to complete on ly seven percent o f the required work. Here i s an expenditure o f 

ha l f a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f o r which the taxpayer got abso lu te ly nothing — z i l c h , 

zero, z i p . " 

Proxmire i s a member of the Senate Appropr ia t ions Committee and i s Chairman of 

the Subcotnnittee on P r i o r i t i e s and Economy in Government of the Jo in t Economic 

Conmittee. The Golden Fleece Award i s given monthly to a federal agency f o r the 

b igges t , most r i d i c u l o u s or most i r o n i c waste of the taxpayers money. 

"The o r i g i n a l idea was simple and s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d . " Proxmire s a i d . "The 35,000 

o f f i c e r and en l i s ted personnel records o f the Coast Guard were held in paper f i l e s 

which were bulky and d i f f i c u l t to use. I t would be much be t te r to have these records 

on mic ro f iche. 

"The Coast Guard bought the idea and estimated tha t i t would cost $361,000 

($151.000 f o r equipment and suppl ies and $110.000 f o r personnel costs) and would 

requ i re ten people f o r one year o f work. This was In ea r l y 1976. 

"A good idea seldom i s l e f t a lone. Later i n 1976 i t was decided to add a l l 

the r e s e r v i s t ' s personnel records to the pro ject—an add i t i ona l 24,000 f i l e s or 

70 percent more work. The Coast Guard concluded tha t the add i t i ona l work could be 

completed w i t h i n the same time frame and a t the o r i g i n a l cos t . 

"But as soon as the p ro jec t a c t u a l l y got underway i t became obvious tha t i t was 

impossible to complete i t on time or w i t h i n the budget. So . . . a new cost estimate 

o f $500,000-$600,000 and 40 man years was developed—twice the p r i ce and four t imes 

the work. 

"How t h i s caused some concern but the Coast Guard decided tha t i t s t i l l saved 

space and the 'more eas i l y managed record-keeping system and a possible small 

reduct ion o f personnel ' j u s t i f i e d the add i t i ona l work and expense. So the p ro jec t 

went on, 

"From l a t e 1976 to l a t e 1979 the Coast Guard t o i l e d a t the task o f conver t ing 

the f i l e s . Then f i n a l l y someone said ' l e t ' s take a look a t where we s t a n d ' . 

What they found was ra ther s t a r t l i n g : A f te r three years , the pro jec t was on ly 

seven percent complete! Hone of the 52,500 reserve or en l i s ted records had been 

touched. Only about one quarter of the work Involved in conver t ing the o f f i c e r s ' 

records had been accomplished. 

(OVER) 



"A new estimate had to be made. I t would now take two years more just to 

complete the officer records and perhaps four or five times as long to f inish off 

the enlisted records, not to mention the reservists. Further i t was found that the 

microfiche was of 'questionable quality and desirabi l i ty. ' There was vir tual ly no 

savings of space for the officer records. The management team responsible for the 

enlisted and reserve records said they didn't want their records converted. 

"So to give credit to the Coast Guard, at least In the end, the project was 

cancelled. But not unti l $375,000 had been spent for equi[»ient and supplies and 

$150,000 on personnel for a total of $525,000. The seven percent of officer f i les 

transferred to microfiche wi l l be returned to the old paper f i l e system—at an 

undetermined cost. 

"Some of theequipment, the Coast Guard states, wi l l be used on another microfiche 

project currently underway at Coast Guard Headquarters. This other project, i t is 

claimed, is 'not nearly so dynamic in nature.' 

"In any event, the Coast Guard now concludes that ' In the future periodic 

reviews of modern state of the art personnel records maintenance systems wi l l be 

carried out in search for a more acceptable and practical system for the future. 

"Too bad this wasn't considered way back in 1376. $525,000 is a lot of money 

for nothing." 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION M.,^»«*D.»«S. G-CC/104 

UNITED STATES COAST G U A R D 
(202) 426-4280 

'••5211 
14 HAR 1 

Honorable William Proxmire 
Dnited States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Proxmire: 

The following information is provided in response to your 
letter of January 31, 1980, concerning Coast Guard personnel 
records. 

In early 1976, a decision was made to convert some 35,000 
officer and enlisted personnel records from paper files to 
microfiche. The project was estimated to cost a total of 
Ç261,000, which included an equipment and supply cost of 
$151,000 and a personnel cost of $110,000 based on the need for 
ten people for one year to carry out the project. 

Later in 1976, some 24,000 Reserve personnel records were added 
to the project. It was optimistically estimated that the 
effort of converting the 59,000 records could still be 
completed in one year with ten people. 

Following commencement of the actual project in late 1976, it 
took only a short amount of hands on experience before it was 
realized that both equipment and personnel costs had been 
grossly underestimated. A new cost estimate showed that 
$500,000 to $600,000 in additional costs would be required for 
the project, including some 40 man-years. The project was 
continued, however, because of the perceived benefits of some 
savings in space, a more easily managed recordkeeping system, 
and a possible small reduction of personnel. 

In late 1979, the division responsible for the conversion 
effort for the three-year period recommended that the project 
be cancelled and that those records converted to microfiche be 
returned to paper format. The project was actually less than 
seven percent complete. None of the 52,500 Reserve or enlisted 
records had been converted to microfiche. While half of the 
6,500 officer records had been converted, the effort 
represented only some 25 percent of the total officer record 
volume because many of the records converted belonged to junior 
officers and were quite short. 
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Given space and personnel constraints, it was estimated that it 
would have taken at least two years to complete the officer 
part of the conversion effort alone, followed by a number of 
additional years to complete the much larger enlisted and 
Reserve portions of the project. Thus the reasons for the 
recommendation to cancel the project were that it was far 
behind schedule; the actual microfiche product was of very 
questionable quality and desirability; seeing the product, the 
management personnel responsible for enlisted and Reserve 
records expressed opposition to conversion of their records; 
tu- ^^^t. ^^ ^̂ ™.̂ i oi-Q ^ha iiffnrt uoiilrl far exceed estimates; the 
saving of space for so relatively few records would be minimal 
overall and virtually non-existent for officer records; and, 
the amount of time required of management in an overseeing role 
for the project had been excessive. 

Costs expended on conversion efforts have been $375,000 for 
equipment and supplies and $150,000 for personnel, or some 
$525,000 total. However, there is another microfiche project 
at Coast Guard Headquarters, not neariy so dynamic in nature, 
which has been on-going for some time and uses exactly the same 
type of equipment. This project requires additional storage 
capability and camera equipment within the next year. Thus, 
the equipment associated with the personnel records conversion 
project very much continues to be required by the Coast Guard 
and, if it had to be purchased at today's prices, it would cost 
some one and a half times what it cost three years ago. 

In summary, a genuine attempt was made to convert Coast Guard 
personnel records to microfiche format. However, the project 
was far from successful in the eyes of those responsible for 
the conversion effort and for a number of reasons, including 
the fact that the equipment is needed elsewhere, the effort has 
been terminated as recommended. In the future, periodic 
reviews of modern, state of the art personnel records 
maintenance systems will be carried out in search for a more 
acceptable and practical system for the future. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, WAY 20, 19SQ FOR PH PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire {D-WI) said Tuesday that " I am giving my 

Fleece of the Month Award for Hay to the new Department of Education for fattening 

i ts staff and beefing up i ts budget after promising that i f i t were created i t 

would include no more people and would cost no more than previously devoted to 

education programs. The facts are that by September 30th, 1980, on a comparable 

basis, the Department wi l l include 157 more people than a year ago and 1,121 more 

people than two years ago. Personnel compensation and other management costs w i l l 

explode. Between f iscal year 1979 and 1980 Budget Authority for i ts programs wi l l 

go up by $1 bi l l ion and outlays wi l l r ise by Î2 b i l l i on . 

"So much for the promises of no more costs and no more people." 

Proxmire is the Chairman of the Senate Banking Committee and a ïïiKnber of 

the Congressional Joint Economic Conmittee and the Senate Appropriations Committee 

and i ts subcoimittee which has jur isdict ion over the new Department of Education 

budget. The Fleece of the Month is given for the biggest, most ridiculous, or most 

ironic example of wasteful government spending for the period. 

"Technically the Department w i l l argue that I t has kept i t s promise. 

But the public doesn't realize what the small print says or how the sleights Of hand 

and legerdemain actually work. The Department has, in fact, outdone Dicken's artful 

dodger. Here's the long sad story, 

"From the time the f i r s t b i l l to create the Department passed the Senate 

in September 1978 unt i l the Department o f f i c ia l l y came into business on Hay 5, 1980, 

there were repeated promises of no new jobs and no new costs. For example: 

" The Senate report accompanying the original Senate b i l l in 1978 stated 
that 'Staff additions outside the executive positions newly authorized 
in the b i l l {16 permanent and 15 transitional) to carry out the admin­
istrat ive functions of the new Department are not anticipated.' 
(emphasis added). 

— In September 1978 the Roth amendment to the original Senate b i l l placed 
a staff ceil ing on the Department allowing only a one percent leeway 
from then current staff estimates. There were 6,460 f u l l and part-time 
employees at that time. 

— On April 5th, 1979, the Senate manager of the new Senate b i l l said the 
Department ' . . . w i l l not result in any new costs...The Office of Manage­
ment and Budget estimates that 350 to 400 positions wi l l be eliminated 
by the reorganization...' 



— ln March of 1979, OHB Director Mclntyre test i f ied 'The Depart­
ment wi l l include no more people and wi l l cost no more than is 
now devoted to education programs. In fact 350 to 450 positions 
win be eliminated, saving $15 to 519 mi l l ion. Creation of the 
Department w i l l require no new funds.' 

-- On June 7, 1979 the House manager said 'Far from adding to the 
Federal bureaucracy, the new Department w i l l result in a smaller 
and simpler management structure' and repeated the 350 to 450 
estimate of jobs to be eliminated. 

Because of these pledges Congress wrote into the law a provision 

which stated: 

'Not later than the end of the f i r s t f iscal year beginning after 
the effective date of th is Act, the number of ful l - t ime equivalent 
personnel positions available for performing functions transferred 
to the Secretary or the Department by this Act shall be reduced by 
500.' 

"Therein l ies the catch. The Department interprets this language 

to mean that the 500 reduction should be from the number on board on Septem­

ber, 30, 1980, estimated to be 7,581. This figure is 1,121 more persons than 

were on board on September 30, 1978 in the agencies which made up the new 

Department. Thus, even i f the Department achieves i t s reduction cf 500 by 

September 30, 1981, i t wi l l have 621 more people than when the original Senate 

b i l l and the early promises were made. 

"After marching up the h i l l , the Department of Education wi l l march 

only part way down. They wi l l take two steps forward and one step back. Or 

as Rip Van Winkle, when he was trying to stay on the wagon, would say before 

taking a drink, 'We won't count this one,' 

"The following table may help make this clear: 

Table 1. Personnel at the Department of Education or 
Comparable Agencies at End of Fiscal Years 

Date Full Time Permanent Other Total 

9/30/78 5,551 909 6,460 
9/30/79 5,943 1,481 7,424 
9/30/80 (est) 6,120 1,451 7,581 
9/30/Sl {est) 6,032 1,049 7,081 

Source: Department of Education, May, 1980. 

(Note that the big cuts are proposed for the temporary, not the permanent positions) 

"In their o f f ic ia l reply to questions raised in the Senate Appro­

priations Committee about these increases, the new Department of Education 

1n May, 1980 attempted to blame the increase in ful l - t ime permanent employment 

from FY 1978 to FY 1979 on the Congress. The said i t ' . . . resul ts from the ^ 

fact that Congress approved a substantial increase in positions for the 

Office of Civil Rights to eliminate i ts case backlog.' 
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"What they f a i l e d t o say was t h a t t he A d r a i n i s t r a t i o n i t s e l f made 

t h e request f o r 898 f u l l - t i m e permanent p o s i t i o n s and t h a t Congress cu t t h a t 

back and a l lowed a t o t a l increase o f on ly 418. 

" F u r t h e r , i n t he FY 1981 budget j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f t he new Department 

( p . 348) they s t a t e t h a t 'A t t he beg inn ing o f f i s c a l year 1980, t he backlog 

o f ( c i v i l r i g h t s ) comp la in ts f i l e d In these areas was l a r g e l y e l i m i n a t e d , 

enab l i ng the O f f i c e f o r C i v i l R ights t o d i r e c t a d d i t i o n a l resources to the areas 

o f compliance rev iews and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e , w h i l e m a i n t a i n i n g a s t rong 

compla in t i n v e s t i g a t i o n p rogram. ' 

"What t h i s means i s t h a t w h i l e the backlog was sa id t o be e l i m i n a t e d 

the Department kept t h e peop le . Note a l so t h a t t he back log was e l i m i n a t e d 

w i t h less than h a l f t he people the Department asked f o r . 

"But whether i t was the f a u l t o f Congress or t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t he 

f a c t i s t h a t t he bureaucracy now i n the new Department o f Educa t i on , l i k e 

Topsy, j u s t grew and grew and grew. 

"With respec t t o the OHB promise t h a t t he Department ' . . . w i l l cost 

no more than i s now devoted t o educa t ion programs', OHB es t ima tes t h a t between 

f i s c a l years 1979 and 1981 : 

- - Personnel compensation w i l l r i s e f rom $113 t o S163 m i l l i o n , or by 
$50 m i l l i o n and 44%. 

- - Con t rac tua l s e r v i c e s , i n c l u d i n g t r a v e l , u t i l i t i e s , p r i n t i n g and 
s u p p l i e s , go up f rom $342 t o $518 m i l l i o n , o r by $176 m i l l i o n o r 

sn. 
— The budget f o r c a p i t a l assets r i s e s f rom $634 m i l l i o n t o $932 

m i l l i o n , o r by $298 m i l l i o n o r 47S. 

" I n a d d i t i o n , t he o v e r a l l cos ts f o r t he Department, i n c l u d i n g the 

cos t o f educat ion programs, grows as w e l l . Whi le t h e r e are no comparable 

f i g u r e s f o r f i s c a l year 1978, t he l a t e s t o f f i c i a l f i g u r e s , i n c l u d i n g Pres ident 

C a r t e r ' s rev i sed budget e s t i m a t e s , f o r Budget A u t h o r i t y (BA) and Out lays (0) 

are as f o l l o w s : 

F i sca l Year Budget A u t h o r i t y Out lays 

1979 $12.6 b. $10.9 

1980 • 13.6 12.9 

1981 15.1 13,1 

1982 15.2 15.3 

1983 17.6 16.8 
Source: F isca l Vear ¡981 Budget R e v i s i o n s , 

March 1980, Execu t i ve O f f i c e o f the 
P res iden t . O f f i c e o f Management and 
Budget. Pp. 67 , 69. 



"No matter how one slices i t , even i f the personnel cuts 

promised for f iscal year 1981 are carried out, the new Department of 

Education wi l l havemore people, spend more for overhead costs, and spend 

far more for education programs than when i t was proposed. 

"While excuses wi l l be made, explanations trotted out, and the 

fine print brought to the fore, to prove that the promise that 'The Depart­

ment wi l l include no more people and wi l l cost no more than is now devoted 

to education programs; has been kept.The hard truth is that the creation of 

the Department of Education Is a saga showing how bureaucracy grows, costs 

increase, and promises are broken. 

"For this display of bureaucratic razzle-dazzle the Department of 

Education wins the Golden Fleece of the Month Award for May." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR, RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.H. HONDAŶ  JUNE 23, 1980 FOR ,P.H. Papers 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Honday that " I am giving my Golden Fleece 

of the Honth award for June to the Department of Coninerce for spending $9,800 to hire a private 

public relations firm to review and evaluate the Department's public relations efforts. What 

did the public relations firm recommend? Surprise! More public relations with a potential 

price tag of tens of millions of dollars." 

" I f the recoitmendations are adopted we wil l see a burgeoning of public relations 

from the Department of Commerce which could rival the selling of the Pentagon and bring back 

the gray flannel suit." 

Senator Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

Conmittee and a Hember of the Senate Appropriations and Congressional Joint Economic Committees. 

The Fleece of the Month is given for the biggest, most ironic, or most ridiculous example of 

wasteful public spending for the period. 

"Unhappy with the state of their public relations, on April 7, 1980 the Associate 

Deputy Secretary of the Department of Commerce requested a purchase order for a review and 

evaluation of the Department's Office of Public Affairs from an outside, Washington based public 

relations firm. The outside review was ordered eventhough the Department's roster includes 112 

positions for public relations experts at a cost of $4.8 mil l ion. Twenty-one positions budgeted 

for $781,000 in FY 1981 are located in the Office of the Secretary of Commerce i tsel f . 

"According to the Department's Memorandum requesting the review: 

'The Secretary of Commerce has placed a high priori ty on 
immediate Improvement of the Department's public relations 
efforts. ' 

"Attachment B of the Hemorandum,outlining the scope of the study, stated: 

'We nujst demonstrate what is needed in Public Affairs to 
market, promote and certainly support the Department, 
beginning with Secretary Klutznick.' 

'What should result Is a demonstration of both servicing 
and creative coimunications to support the marketing of 
the Department.' 

"The Department not only did not use any of i ts 112 specialists to review i ts public 

relations policies but let a sole-source contract to the outside firm. Although the names of 

more than 250 public relations counselors appear in the yellow pages of the Washington,D.C. 

phone book along with that of the firm selected, i t was chosen without competitive bidding 

because i t was 'uniquely qualif ied'. Among the reasons given for the firm being 'clearly more 

desirable' than other firms in the same general f ie ld were that I t specialized In handling 

public relations and public policy issues for government agencies and has previous working 

knowledge of the Department of Conmerce and i ts public relations needs 
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"And what to the delight of the bureaucrats at Conmerce did their uniquely 

qualified, hand picked consultants recomnend? 

"The Department of Conmerce should ' . . . t ake action to insure the designation of an 

Assistant Secretary of Public Affairs, ' 

"Why? The report states that: 

'The public affairs program budgets of departments 
headed by assistant secretaries are generally more 
impressive as well as larger than those agencies headed by 
a director of public a f fa i r s . ' (p.302). 

"In i t s thoroughly detailed 324 page twenty-five Chapter report submitted Hay 21,1980 

the public relations counselors also note that the Conmerce Department has ' . . . t h e opportunity 

to create a fresh, dynamic Image of i tself ." 

of 

"While i t neither gives detailed budget amounts nor costs out i t s dozens/recommenda­

tions, the report looks with favor on the Office of Public Affairs at the Department of 

Agriculture and states that 

' I t is the closest thing to a "model" Public Affairs structural concept 
for Conmerce to be found in any federal agency.' 

"The report notes that the USOA ' . . . h a s a staff of nearly 1,200 information 

specialists around the country and has had a budget for them of more than $40 mi l l ion . . . ' 

"And what policies should the Department of Commerce follow to create the dynamic 

new image of i tself? How should i t spend the many-fold increase in funds i t would take to 

emulate the public relations progron at the Department of Agriculture? 

"The report t e l l s the Commerce Department clearly where i t s bread Is buttered. The 

Office of Public Affairs should, i t s ta tes , ' . . .recognize the White House as a priority 

audience,' 

"There are few limitations to the scope of the reconntended public relations proposals. 

'Public Affairs materials' i t says, 'are needed to support t'r.s new o-itrsaz'.i prorram erCLind 

the world.' 

"Here are some of the other key proposals. I t recoimends: 

--that budgeting and staffing plans need to be assessed and upgraded; 

—a news service for both print and broadcast media; 

--a new public affairs manual; 

—an audit to build up the field apparatus; 

--the beefing up of work with state and local off icials ; 

•-the liaisonlng with ' inf luentials ' in business and labor groups; 

•-reaching out to experts in academia; 

--more radio and public service announcements; 

--that new and exciting publications be designed; 

--increased status for the Secretary's speechviriter; 
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--that additional speechwriting talent be hired in public affairs; 

—that the Department revise and computerize a l l distribution l i s t s ; 

—a regular monthly reporting system by al l public information heads; 

~a new Information center l ike EPA's; 

—more and better training for public affairs off icers; 

" t h a t the Department assemble a panel of ' futur ists ' ' . . . t o perceive long range 
trends and possible discontinuit ies.. . . ' 

--greater use be made of public opinion polls; 

--emphasizing plans to support i ts outreach program not only nationally but 
internationally; 

--that the Office of Public Affairs should be certain that i t has warm personal 
contact with major representatives of the various media around the country 
. . . . I t must also expand i ts efforts to work in close harmony with the more than 
1,000 representatives of the foreign media in the United States.' 

--that new public affairs officers be appointed to support the ten regional 
Secretarial Representatives. 

" I t may be too much to hope that in lieu of 'the marketing of the Department', 

'distribution targets', 'news bridges', and 'media outreach', the Department of Commerce 

win anphasize Its substantive programs Instead of hiring an army of public relations f laks." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI] 

FOR RELEftSE AFTER 6:30 ^M. mfEmESMY, JULY 9, 1980 FOR THURSDAY AMs 

Sen. William Proxmire .{D-Wis. ) annoiraced late Wednesday that, "Instead of a Fleece 

of the ItoQtih Award for July, I am giving an "Amaría of iterlt" to the General Services 

Aâmlnistration for getting the government a break on sky-rocketing air travel costs. 

Provided it's not grounded by the Civil Aeronautics Board, this experimental program 

will save $7 million in the first six months." 

Proxmire Is Chairman of the Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs, a 

member of the Conadttee on Appropriations, and Chairman of the Subeonraiittee on Priorities 

and Economy in Government of the Congressional Joint Economie Committee. There have 

been 64 Golden Fleece Awards since March, 1975, and nine Merit Awards. 

"A Merit Award to the beleaguered GSA, which has historically been perhaps the most 

scandaliaed, least efficient and most politically hamstrung agency in the federal 

govemment, may amaze and astound govemment watchers. It's a man bites dog—irony of 

ironies—situation that these fiscal prima donnas should get an award. 

"But fair is fair and Just is Just. Believe it or not, GSA has put into effect 

8 program to save the taxpayers money. For this long-overdue action, they get a precious 

Merit Award for July, 

"And what did they do to deserve such accolades from the giver of the Golden 

Fleeoe? GSA has negotiated special discount airline rates for federal employees, 

far below those paid In the past or which would be paid if no GSÄ action had been taken. 

"Starting July 1, federal employees traveling on official business will pay only 

35 to 69 percent of standard fares on trips between Washington and eight other cities. 

Altogether there are 12 contracts for service on 11 routes. 

"Based on the unassailable business principle that large volume should bring 

reduced rates, the discounts should save the government Î7 million over a six-month 

trial period. 

"I especially welcome this effort, for in April I complained that the federsl 

government had spent nearly 13 billion in 1979 for travel by employees. It was 

OUtPageous of the federal govemment to spend an average of $1,500 per employee for 

travel. GSA's new ticket rates will help slightly. The big saving raust come with 

an overall reduction in the amount of govemment travel. If this happens the GSA 

will have wrought a modern miracle. 

"Providing there is space on board, federal officials, including uniformed 

military personnel, can now fly for feather-weight fares to Boston, Chicago, Denver, 

Dallas-Ft. Worth, Los Angeles, New Orleans, Salt Lake City, and San Antonio. A 

sample reduced fare is the one from Washington, D. C. to Salt Uke City. Standard 

(OVER) 
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fare is $251. The new rate for govemment employees is shot down to $1^7.-11, a savings 

of 41-2 percent. 

"The GSA contract is such a big bargain for the govemment that one major 

airline and a travel agents' organization have filed complaints with the CAB over fares 

on four of the 11 routes. They charged World Airways and Texas International Airways 

with offering 'predatory' prices for service to govemment employees between Washington 

and San Francisco, between Washington and Los Angeles, between Los Angeles and San 

Francisco, and between Salt lake City and Denver. 

"The CAB will decide whether the GSA can go ahead with contracts for 

between those West Coast cities. 

"The discounts are a welcome break for the federal govemment. Federal employees 

in the past mere grounded when it came to qualifying for the special discount 

fares airlines offer other passengers. Restrictions such as prior purchase of tickets 

and length of stay have too often been incompatible with the average federal employee's 

work schedule. 

"GSA has launched this discount plan as a trial balloon. If the plan flies it 

will become permanent. I salute GSA for their high performance." 

§M 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOH RELEASE AFTHR 6:30 Í..M. TUESDAY, SEPTUÆER 16, 1980 FOR FM PAPERS 

Sen. William Proiaiiire (D-Wis. ) announced Tuesday that "I am awarding my Golden 

Fleece of the Ifcnth Award for September to the Department of Labor for funding a. 

summer youth siçloyment program in Tucson, Arizona in lAloh 14 Junior college track 

athletes were paid for twice-a-day training sessions, weekly trips to compete in races, 

and week-long. Journeys to Flagstaff, Arizona and 

Heno, Nevada to train, compete, and meet itlth other runners. 

"The athletes' job supervisor, wlio also Just happens to be their track coach, 

described the project as a 'personal growth' program designed to prepare participants for 

dollege. It can be said, without fear of contradiction, that these CETA funds gave 

the taxpayers a run for their money and that's about all." 

Senator Proxmire is a member of the Senate Appropriations Subconiinittee which 

reviews the budget of the Department of Labor. The Golden Fleece Award is given to 

the biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic exacçle of govemment spending or waste. 

"The track coach-Job supervisor not only Justified paying athletes to be athletes 

but he explained to'the Arizona Daily Star why he paid the athletes for full-time 

effort when they practiced only part of the day: 

'I arbitrarily decided to pay them eight hours a day because of the 
hard work Involved with naming work-outs twice a day. I gave thera free 
time whenever I could to explore. You know, it's a real eye opener to 
go to a city like Reno with all those lights and everything.' 

"The 14 athletes were paid $3.10 per hour for 240 hours or $744 for eight weeks 

of work this summer. Thus the cost to the Federal tajcpayers was over $10,000. CETA 

summer Job program Is supposed to provide work for some of the nation's poorest and 

unemployed youths. While it appears that a number of the junior college athletes .-nay 

not have come from poor families, they became eligible for the CETA program by stating 

that they were independent of their families and not living at home. Four of the 

14 athletes listed the coach's home as their address, while another five listed the home 

of the coach's part-time assistant In their application. 

"The original statement of work provided to CETA officials never listed the 

running, racing, and Reno trip; but instead, discussed landscaping the school's cross­

country course as the major project to be completed by the young athletes. According 

to the athletes' coach and Job siçervlsor, the athletes did provide maintenance and 

landscaping for both the college's track and cross-country course; and he says that 

the young workers may have even put in acre than 30 hours a week, irtilch is the maximum 

for which they could receive pay from the Federal program. 

"The local CETA sponsor, which was headed by the wife of the school's athletic 

director, conducted several reviews of the program but somehow failed to question or 



find out about the activities and possible Ineligibility of the student athletes. 

In fact, the head of the local CETA sponsor defended the program as valuable. She 

Is quoted as saying: 'The point Is / juat trying to teach them things they can u£ 

In their personal lives.' 

"After discovering some of the facts and events surrounding this particular 

project. Federal CETA officials have moved quickly to find out exactly how federal 

funds were spent and have assured me that they will attempt to recover any funds 

improperly spent. 

"However, for failing to Initially properly review and question this obvious 

misuse of federal funds, I am awarding my Golden Fleece Award for September to the 

Department of Labor." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
•'-VîSCONSi: 

FOR REIEAS; -'̂ FTER 5:50 -\.M, 1VED^;£5DAÏ, NOVEMBER 19. 1980 FOR P̂ ! PAPIRS 

Ser., 'v.; • li.i;n ? :• •: x"\ I n (^-'-'•ii.'^ said on Wednesday thatr 

"I am givi.̂ .¿ \r.y Golden Flédce Award for >;oveniber to the Department 

of Education's Institute of Museum Services for a $35,000 federal 

grant to a California zoo part of which vas used to send two 

aninal keepers half way across the country to attend a 

three day elephant workshop in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

"The star of 'Bedtinie for Eonzo' will be moving into 

the White Hoiise in January. But does this mean the federal government --

which has just run a $60 billion deficit -- should be asked 

to take cn these historically local and private activities? 

"While this may not be the biggest example of government 

spending, it illustrates the point that government is now speudins; 

the taxpayer's monev" for almost everything, everywhere. It 

is one thing for the federal government "to provide for the 

common defense; but it is quite another for it to pander to 

pachyderms." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking, 

Housing, and Urban Affairs, a member of the Senate Committee 

on Appropriations, and Chairman of the Subcommittee or¡ 

Priorities and Economy in Government of the Congressional 

Joint Economic Committee. The Fleece of ths month is given 

for the biggest, most ridiculous, or most ircnic example of 

wasteful spending for the period. 

"This grant tc the Santa Barbara Zoo is just one of the 

366 general operating support grants totalling S9.5 million 

given out this year by the Institute of Museum Services to 

and Puerto Rico to spend virtuallj' as t¡ie recipients see 

fit. 

"The Director of the Institute of Museum Services 

ssid in a press release accompanying the announcement of 

these grants that ths/ 'are the most valuabje type a museLini 

can receive because they are applied toward the basic services 

that museums provide - education, conservation, security, 

exhibitions, and outreach programs - while allowing local 

museums to establish their own priorities.' (OVER) 



"In other vjords, what we have here is another example 

of the old, 'Put the money on the stump and run' approach to 

federal spending. The local officials were never required 

to say how the zoo would spend the money. 

"Secretary of Education Hufstedler has said that 'IMS 

grants can mean the difference between success and failure -

for instance, in preserving the irreplacable treasures in 

our nations museums or just helping the museums to keep the 

doors open.' 

"However, as with so many of these 'Put the money on 

the stump and run' programs, the difference between the 

ideal set down by the Director and Secretary and the actual 

spending was as great as the difference between the scope 

and location of an elephant's trunk and tall. 

"The money didn't go to feed the animals or to help 

keep the doors to the Santa Barbara Zoo open. Within a few 

short weeks after receiving this grant, the Santa Barbara 

Zoo spent $1,718,16 on sending zoo keepers to conferences. 

In addition to sending two animal keepers to the Elephant Workshop, 

the newly promoted senior animal keeper was sent at federal 

taxpayers expense, to the American Association of Zoo Keepers 

Conference in Montgomery, Alabama. 

"Ironically, the people who should be funding a local 

zoo, the city and county governinent officials, used the 

cutback in their own funding as an excuse to ask the federal 

government to pick up part of the tab for running their zoo. 

"For example, Santa Barbara's Mayor writing on behalf 

of the zoo's application argued that 'Due to cutback in 

city, county and state funding and the availability of local 

and community funds, the procurement of this grant is necessary 

in order to meet the rising costs to maintain the facility 

"A local county supervisor also writing to the Institute 

of Museum Services said: 'The severe curtailment of funds at 

county and city levels has resulted in a loss of revenue to 

the zoological garden from local government.' (MORE) 



"To all this I say that if a zoo is that Important to a 

local community, that community should be willing to pay for 

It out of its own funds. Multiply this small example by the 

thousands of federal programs in thousands of communities 

across our nation and the public can begin to see why the 

federal government has grown so large and involved Itself in 

so many areas of our lives. 

"There Is nothing wrong In maintaining and improving 

our nation's museums and zoos. There is a need to have 

museum and zoo personnel well trained and the animals and 

museum exhibits well cared for and maintained. But should 

the federal taxpayers provide funds for lions and tigers and 

bears as well as elephant workshops? There could be federally 

funded trips to other workshops for each of the species in 

the Animal Kingdom. 

"Clearly we have gone too far. It is time for Congress 

and the executive to stop these types of expenditures," 

S## 

In a letter to me dated November 11, 1980, the Director of 

the Santa Barbara Zoo wrote in part: 

"The $35,000 General Operations Support granted by IMS 
will be used as follows: 72* for Master Planning, 14Î for 
the expansion of educational programs and 14% for professional st. 
development. The zoo has already put some of the IMS funds 
allocated to professional staff development to good use. As 
a result of a two-day elephant workshop hosted by the Tulsa 
Zoo and attended by over 40 elephant keepers from 13 states, 
new techniques for handling and caring for these endangered 
animals are being employed at the Santa Barbara Zoo. In 
addition, structural changes on the zoo's elephant barn are 
in progress to ensure greater safety for our elephant keeper 
staff. 

"In addition, the zoo's Senior Animal Keeper was sent 
to the National Conference of the American Association of 
Zoo Keepers in Montgomery, Alabama. Nearly 100 keepers from 
21 states attended to hear professional papers and exchange 
ideas with colleagues on the latest techniques in the captive 
management of exotic species. Our keeper presented a 1 1/2 hour 
seminar to the zoo staff upon his return, detailing all he had 
learned. 

"The experience gave not only the Senior Keeper, but 
also the entire staff, new information, enthusiasm and 
perspective to apply to their work. We feel that this justifies 
the $1,718.73 spent for the conference and workshop." 

s available for examination in ray office, 
: Office Building. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE ftPTER 6:30 fl.M. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1980 FOR TUESDAY PMS 

Sen. Hiiliam Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Tuesday that "i am giving my 

Golden Fleece Award for December to the Federal Highway Administration. 

They are spending $241,764 to produce a computerized system that gives 

local travel directions to people who can't or won't read maps. This 

con^lex system is no substitute for asking at the nearest gas station. 

"While the system is intended to aid lost motorists and save 

gasoline, it helps those who need it least. In order to use it, you 

have to know where you are and where you're going. If you have that 

much information, you can use a map." 

The Fleece of the Month is given to the biggest, most ridiculous 

or most ironic example of wasteful federal spending for the period. 

Proxmire is a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee which has 

jurisdiction over Federal Highway Administration funding. 

"The effect of this program is to substitute a very sophisticated, 

overly conçlex and expensive system for one that is simpler and already 

available—a map. This is not only paternalistic but also is an example 

of technological overkill at its worst. 

"The system throws up many road blocks between the hapless, map-less 

and their ultimate destinations. To operate it, the user is presented 

with a list of 16 instructions, each with its own potential detours. 

The user: (1) contacts the computer by telephone {dialing the correct 

number); (2) punches in code numbers for both present and desired 

destinations (carefully checking the destination map), and; (3) adds 

other codes for such commands as 'yes', 'no', 'stop', and 'go'. The 

process takes several steps to complete and may require many more where 

instructions are complicated. Of course, each additional step increases 

the chance of making an error! 

"Aside from complexity there are at least three other defects to 

this sytem which limit its usefulness. 

"First, it doesn't help much with the hardest part of the trip - those 

confusing local roads close to your destination where most people go 

wrong. 

(OVER) 
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Second, on the other hand, in order to make the system specific 

enough to be helpful, it would have to be very detailed and very costly. 

Imagine having to update it for every short-term detour or to provide 

exact instructions for complicated clover-leaves. If this sounds 

difficult for one city, imagine using it for all cities—and at what cost! 

"Finally, the driver who won't or can't read a map is probably 

not likely to benefit from this system either. The chances are great 

that he will ignore it altogether or get confused because he can't talk 

back to the computer or get answers to his questions. 

"While I appreciate the motives that would lead the Federal Highway 

Administration to spare us the frustration of being lost, I am sure the 

American taxpayers will be more frustrated by the loss of the $240,000 

the study cost them." 

A copy of the Federal Highway Administration contract and supporting 
documents are available for review in Room 5241 Dirksen Office Building. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1980 FOR PM PAPERS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday announced from his office 

in Washington that he had received a check for $18,922.67 from his 

publisher for 1980 royalties on his book "The Fleecing of America", 

and that he was giving the full amount to the U.S. Treasury as an 

unrestricted gift, after he paid his state and federal income taxes 

on the royalties. 

Proxmire sent a check to the State of Wisconsin for $1,892.27, 

to the Internal Revenue Service for 58,515.20 and to the U.S. Treasury, 

as an unrestricted gift, for ? 8,515.20. 

Proxmire said, "This means that the full royalty check (after taxes) 

that I have received this year on my book "The Fleecing of America" will 

go to the government to begin to pay the government off for its defense 

of the libel suit brought against me by one of the recipients of funds 

that I characterized as a Golden Fleece. 

"In addition to this expenditure, I have paid - out of my pocket -

the $10,000 settlement in that suit. The $10,000 was the advance I 

had received for my book "The Fleecing of America." 

"I am also turning over to the government - after paying taxes -

the full amount I have received from a radio program I make monthly through­

out 1980 featuring the Golden Fleece. In 1980 that was $900. 

"Although I am under no obligation to repay any part of the 

government's expenses incurred in that suit. I am hopeful that I can 

repay as much as possible, and 1 intend to continue to repay whatever 

royalties I may receive in the future from this book or any other writing 

or broadcasting I may do in connection with the Golden Fleece." 

### 



eummaryof Fleeces - I9BI 

January - Office of Personnel Management and the Merit System 
Protection Board ' 

For Bending out duplicate surveys asking top federal 
employees how they like their Jobs. ($126,729) 

February-'- presidential 2;i^ugural Committee 

While proclaiming that no public noney was spent on 
the Inauguration, the Inaugural Committee commandeered 1,120 
Harinea, soldiers, sailors and other service personnel to 
act as chauffeurs and aides to ZTt Inaugural VIP's as well as 
several hundred additional Inaugural celebrants. Estimated cost 
to taxpayer tl 8 million. 

«arch - Office of the Architect of the Capitol 

For developing plans to build up to six new House end 
Senate Office Buildings that would cost at least $500 million 
to construct. 

April - Department of Houseing and Urban Development 

For letting slum landlords dump their low quality, 
sub-standard housing on the backs of the taxpayers to the tune 
of at least Í200 billion in fiscal year 1982. 

May - National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

For a Tracking Data Relay and Satellite System (TDRSS). 
In a recent unreleased Internal HASA Inspector Qeneral's report, 
excessive TDHSS costs of $500 million to $1 billion were cited. 

June - Department of Commerce 

For giving the City and County of Honolulu Í28,600 to 
study how they can spend another $250,000 for a good surfing beach. 

July - Department of the Army 

For spending $6,000 to prepare a 17-page document that tells 
the federal government how to buy a bottle of Worcestershire sauce. 

August - Treasury Department managers of the Social Security Trust Fund 

September - Department of Commerce's Economic Development Administratlo 

For spending $200,000 to build an 800 foot limestone replica 
of the Qreat Wall of China in Bedford, Indiana. 

October - National Science Foundation 

For spending $l'|i|,012 to teat commonly accepted, historically 
proven, fundamental economic principles of supply and demand — on PIGE 

November - Federal Highway Administration 

For the worst record of civilian cost overruns In the Federal 
• Government. 

December - Department of Defense 

For running a $13,000 six year program In which a hull was 
tested for possible biological effects resulting from a submarine comm­
unications device — a study later found useless by Navy officials. 
Long subject to local rumors, the story of 'Sylvester the Bull' was 
recently confirmed in official Navy correspondence to me. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WlSCONSîX 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. SATUPJAV, Jf^WARY 3, 19£1 FOR SlJJjg.Ar PAPIRS 

Senator Williair; Proxir.ire (D-Wis.) said late Saturday "For my January Golden Fleece of 

the Honth, I em giving a jo int award to the Office cf Personnel Management and the Merit 

Systems Protection Board for sending oj t duplicate surveys asking top federal employees bow 

they l ike their jobs, 

"These two agencies spent $126,729 to send near-identical 'job attitude surveys' to 

19,782 high-level federal employees. The surveys were mailed out within two days of each 

other in Noveiriber, The thought of one agency spending taxpayer money to find out i f public 

employees who earn an average of S41,000 a year l ike their jobs is bad enough. To have two 

agencies sending out surveys on that topic is utter ly ridiculous. 

"When you add in the time these highly paid employees are spending answering these 

surveys, the cost to the taxpayer becomes a whopping $450,000. 

"This is the classic case of the right hand not knowing what the le f t hand is doing. 

This only deserves the back of the hand from the taxpayers." 

Proxmire is ranking minority member of the Senate .Appropriations Committee and a member 

of the Banking and Joint Economic Committees. The Golden Fleece award is given monthly to the 

biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic example of governir,ent spending end waste. 

"The Office of Personnel Management sent a 225 question survey to 13,282 employees. 

The Merit Systems Protection Board sent an S3-question survey to 5,000 employees in grades 

GS 13 to 15 and a similar 8S-question survey to 1,500 members of the Senior Executive Service. 

"Both surveys ask federal employees how they l ike their jobs and working conditions 

and how they feel about the merit pay system and the performance evaluation process. The 

Merit System Protection Board says i t wi l l use i ts survey to determine i f any agencies aren't 

complying with merit pay rules. The Office of Personnel Management plans to conduct 'job 

attitude' surveys for at least four more years and of f ic ia ls of that agency ere vague about 

exactly what the survey results wi l l bs used for. 

"This is the second year the Office cf Personnel r.anage-ient has spent money on such a 

survey. One of the startl ing discoveries made in last year's survey was, in the vvords of one 

0PM executive, that 'those with higher pay are happier with their jobs.' We needed to spend 

money to learn that? 

"Using the agencies own estimates, some 15,500 hours of taxpayer-funded time wil l be 

wasted as federal executives answer questions such as 'Doing ny job well makes me feel good 

about myself as a person' and 'Do you feel that taxpayers are geLting their money's worth from 

the contributions you ere able to make in your current jcb?' That last question is one the 

people K'ho dreamed up these surveys should esk themselves. 

(OVER) 
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"The average hourly 5sl=ry cf the eir̂ plcyees who received the surveys -- Crades ••; 13 

to 15 end members of the Senior Executive Service - is Î20. Sc while federsl employees S3=nd 

their ivork tiits responding to Eta-ement; l ike '3 often tnink about quitt ing' and 'Al l In e l l 

I am satisfied with my pay', some S;3D,DD0 ¡2C X 15,500) worth of tax funds wi l l do down the 

drain, 

'The Office of Ménagement and Bucget must approve a l l agency surveys that go out to 

the public, to prevent citizens frcm being deluged with repetitive and time-consuming govern­

ment questionnaires. The Office of Personnel Managemeni and the Merit Systems Protection 

Board didn't have to get approval for their surveys because they went to federal enployees. 

Perhaps i t ' s time to demand that the Office of Management and Budget start monitoring surveys 

of federal employees to prevent such waste and duplication. 

"The results of the surveys wi l l be available in the spring. I t wi l l be interesting 

to ses the answers to one question cn the Office of Personnel !-;an=gsment survey. Employees 

were asked to agree or disagree with tnis sUzerp-ent - ' I feel that ths results of this survey 

win net serve any useful purpose.' I think ihe average taxpayer knows the answer to that 

question already." 

CÔÏTss of the surveys are availuj ls for r;v-:ei-.' in ROO;T) 5241 Dirksen Senate Office Building 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI! 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6;30 A.M. FRIDAY, MARCH 13. i98l FOR PM PAPERS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Friday "I am giving my Golden Fleece of the • 

Month Award for March to the office of the Architect of the Capitol for developing 

plans to build up to six new House and Sánate office buildings that would cost at 

least $500 mi Mi on to construct. These plans, not yet made publ ic, srs at the 

Government Printing Office and will be unveiled In May or June. 

"Unless we stop fhis proliferation of House and Senate office buildings, we'll 

end up with one office building for every member of Congress. 

"Congress has already spent 1450,000 to develop these plans, which are the 

third phase of a three-part 'master plan' for Capitol expansion. In addition to 

awarding a Golden Fleece for these extravagant plans, I have introduced a resolution 

to insure these plans, at least those for the Senate, never make it pasf the planning 

"It is vital that these plans be killed now, at the very beginning, before the 

money has bean committed, construction has begun and it Is too late to turn back. In 

the past the taxpayer has been stuck with unnecessary buildings because Congress failed 

to act in time. 

"These plans - which include another new Senate office building, (actually two 

buildings connected fay an overpass) at least five new House office buildings, an 

office building for the Administrative Offic 
i U.S. Courts, and an underground 

parking garage with space for 500 cars beneath the East Plaza of the U.S. Capitol - are 

based on the assumption that Congressional staffs will continue to grow. To stem the tide 

of Senate staff proliferation and future office building construction, I am introducing 

a resolution that would place a ceiling on the number of full-time Senate employees 

and prevent the construction of any new Senate office buildings." 

Proxmire Is ranking minority member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. In 

the past he has criticized the expansion and construction of the second and third 

Senate office buildings. 

"Congress shares the blame for this Fleece for not reining in the Architect, 

The authorization and appropriation that led to the development of these plans was 

the 1976 Legislative Appropriations Bill. That legislation said nothing about plans 

for new House and Senate office buildings. While I voted against that appropriation, 

I am sure those who voted for it never dreamed it would spawn such a grandiose proposal. 

"The fact that the Architect of the Capitol has even drawn up a map showing 

exactly where each of these proposed Buildings would be located shows those plans aren't 

so tentative after all. The proposed office buildings would be scattered on sites 

(OVER) 



throughout Capitol Hi l l from Union Station to the railroad trestle southwest of the 

Rayburn House Office Building. I t is clear the Architect intends to maî e Capitol Hi l l 

a monument to the Congress' unwillingness to check the growth of its own bureaucracy. 

"The Architect based these plans on the assumption that Congressional staffs 

wil l continue to grow at a rate of one-half the historical rate of the last 20 years. 

And that bureaucracy has indeed grown and grown and grown. 

"My resolution would place a ceiling on full-time Senate employment at 6,550 

and a ceiling on those employees of the Architect of the Capitol, working either 

directly or indirectly on Senate operations, at 822, for a total ceiling of 7,372. 

The resolution would also prevent the init iat ion or implementation of plans, drawings, 

architect engineering, design work, site preparation or acquisition, or actual 

construction of a new Senate office building after the date of the adoption of the 

"This resolution takes into account the 10 percent reduction in committee staffs 

that the new Republican majority of the Senate made as soon as i t came to power. The 

Republicans are to be coiimended for that action. iVe Democrats should have done the 

same thing a long time ago. 

"The Architect of the Capitol estimates that up to 5,000,000 additional gross 

square feet of office space will be needed to accomodate the projected growth in staff. 

At the current rate of approximately $iO0 per square foot, the plan would cost taxpayers 

at least $500 million. We can expect the actual cost of this construction would be 

three to five times that estimate. Look what happened with the Philip A. Hart Senate 

Office Building - from an original estimate of $48 mill ion, the cost of that building 

has mushroomed to more than $157 mill ion. 

"Due to the comity shown by one house for the other, my resolution does not affect 

the staff of the House of Representatives or those employed joint ly by both houses. 

I'm preparing a further joint resolution to control the latter and I'm sure any number 

of House members are prepared to Introduce their own resolutions to l imit the growth of 

House staff and prevent the construction of additional House office buildings. 

"In a time of severe budget restraint - when Medicaid and aid to the handicapped 

are being cut, when the Wisconsin dairy farmer must take a 1/3 cut In his Income - I t 

Is disgraceful to even consider the construction of additional Senate and House office 

buildings. By putting a celling on Senate employment and saying 'no' to future Senate 

office building construction, we wil l be sending a signal to the American taxpayers that 

the Senate of the United States is not exempting itself from the tough economy measures 

that must be Imposed in order to bring Federal spending under control." 

Hi 





SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. WEDNESDAY. APRIL 15. 19Sl FOR P.M. PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wla.) said Veds. that I am divine my Fleece 

of the Mocth Avard for April to the Department of Housing and Urban Developnent (HUD) for 

le t t ing sium landlords dump their low quali ty, sub-standard housing on the baclca of the 

taxpayers to the tune of at least $200 million in f iscal year 1962. 

"Next year HUD wil l spend hundreds of millions of dollars to subsidize landlords to 

house lov and moderate income families In low grade, sub-par, privately owned existing housing 

under a program called Section Ô. 

"Under HUD's standards and regulations, proniulgated under the Carter Administration 

and continuing now, existing housing can pass Inspection and qualify for HUD's lov and 

moderate Section 8 existing housing subsidies if: 

—there are holes in the walls and ceilings provided they are no larger than 

8V' by 11"; 

—holes in the floor are no larger than U"; 

—the walla are unpainted or only spot painted; 

- f l o o r s are unfinished; i f finished flooring, i t can be half ripped up; 

—^there are no down spouts or gut ters ; 

—there are no storm doors and storm windows or no screens ; 

-bedrooms have no doors or closets (even i f occupied by adults with children 

in the next bedroran; 

- k l t c h . » ™pM.rd= . r e -Itliout doo« or t .Mv . r e ( . m . l y tt.lvm v l l l p . . . ) i 

- t e » . n M .u=t p . » . ttecmgl, . l . throo» to g . t to . » « r o m or p . . . through . 

bedroom to get to a bedroom. 

"Th. ho»=l« .t.nd,rd= for t h . progr» . r . .o lo» t h . t t h . p r . o t l o . l . f t . c t 1 . 

t h . t t h . t . h . „ t g . t . . r»r-do™, » h - p » d , . l l l » ! i t h . l.»dlord g . f . g „ . r . „ t . . a .« -k- t 

and m . s .» r .d rrtur» on hl= IhVe.tmrt ; .nd t h . t ö P . y » í « = t » . M I L 

"mi= ™uht= to . r . . d . . l for t h . t .™ht , . good d.al (or t h . l u d l o r d , .nd « l .d 

d . . l ror t h . t « p . , . r . I t i, on. . o r . r . . . on vhy t h . D . p u ^ . n t d . . . rv .= to h . knov„ . . 

DHUD ra th . r than HUD. 

Promir . 1. t h . Ranking Ma,l..r of t h . S .n . t . Appropriation. Coralito, «nd a 

M=.h.r and t o m . r Chal„« . of t h . S .n . t . Banking. Hou.lng and Or»», Affair. C » . l t t « . 

Th. n . . c . of t h . Month 1. glv.n for t h . blgg.at , . 0 « rldlculou». or «o . t Ironlo « » p l . 

Of wasteful public spending for the month. 



HUD's standards are mandatory and take precedence over higher local housing 

code standards unless the local housing authority ^ets a waiver, both time consuming 

and involving considerable paper work, from the HUD Area Office. 

"iJonnally HUD requires higher standards than the loca l i t i es impose in order 

to upgrade the housing stock. Here we have the reverse. The federal government steps 

in to weaken local standards. 

"HUD's Justification for these low standards, which they acknowiedged in detai l 

to my staff, is that higher standards would 'unduly res t r i c t the housing supply to low 

and moderate income tenants . ' The conditions l i s ted above are not ones which must be 

rectif ied in a few weeks or months. They are conditions acceptable to HUD and are passing 

standards, 

"In fiscal year 1902 fflffi proposes to spend $392-7 million for additional 

subsidies to house low and moderate income families in privately owned housing under the 

program (Section 8) . 

"To add insult to injury not only did HUD prcmulgate these ridiculous and slum 

promoting standards but in true tradit ional bureaucratic fashion HUD has now spent an 

additional $15^,6^1 to prepare a 133 page Housing Inspection Manual, a 20 page detailed 

Inspection Form which the loca l i t ies are required to use, and numerous audio-visual 

training films to help put the low standards into effect. 

"In addition fifty to sixty mandatory training sessions for the Section 6 

ExistinK Housing Program Administrators are taking place in v i r tual ly a l l parts of the 

country. Each of the several day-long sessions t ra in about 30 administrators at a cost 

to the local i t ies of $250 each. 

"Why should HUD use the taxpayer's money to subsidize slum lords to house low 

and moderate income families in sub-standard, slum housing? 

"The 19lj9 Housing Act called upon the country to provide a decent home in a 

suitable living envirofment for every American family. 

"These HUD regulations not only violate that premise but endanger the health 

and safety of hundreds of thousands of Americans housed under th i s low and moderate 

income HUD program. 

"The Reagan Administration has called upon the government to get rid of 

unnecessary rules and regulations. These HUD standards are a good place to begin." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSII, 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P-M. SUMDAY, MAY 10, 19B1 FOR MONDAY AMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Kia.) Sunday gave his Golden Fleece award 

for May to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration for a Tracking 

Data Relay and Satellite System (TDRSS} which Proxmire characterized as 

"over-priced, over-weight, over-sold and over-due." 

In a statement from his-Washington office, the Wisconsin Senator, who 

each month awards a Golden Fleece to the biggest, most ridiculous or ironic 

example of wasteful Federal spending, said: "In a recent unreleased internal 

NASA Inspector General's report, excessive TDRSS costs of $500 million to 

SI billion were cited. The report said the 10 year lease costs of the system 

had risen by 150 percent, from an original estimate of 5341.8 million to 

S2.156 billion. 

"Part of the overrun results from the Space Shuttle program. Lost in 

the publicity landslide surrounding the Shuttle was the unpleasant and un­

reported fact that delays in the Shuttle have postponed the launch date of 

the TRDSS satellite. This will cost the taxpayers SI million a day. 

"It's ironic that while the news media and the public were overwhelmed 

by the Shuttle extravaganza, the taxpayers were the ones being taken for 

a ride. 

"The inspector General's report makes it clear that the effort to 

create a space-based equivalent of our current ground-based space tracking 

network was mishandled from the very start, when NASA decided to lease the 

system over ten years rather than buy it because of a lack of appropriations. 

"Since it would have been difficult to get the Congress to foot the bill 

for developing this expensive satellite, NASA decided to 'charge it.' 

This mistake alone will cost 5689 million in interest payments, an increase 

of 220 percent over initial interest estimates. 

"When it became clear that no contractor would assume full financial 

responsibility for developing, delivering, operating and maintaining such a 

system, NASA decided in June of 1976 to shift the financing responsibility 

from the contractor to the Federal government, namely the Federal Financing 

Bank (FFB). NASA will repay the principal and interest on this guaranteed 

loan over a period of ten years. The contractor risks nothing and in effect 

gets an interest subsidy, since funds are made available at close to the 

Federal borrowing rate. 

"Furthermore NASA is borrowing money from the contractor to pay or 



launch vehicle costs. In the words of the Inspector General's report: 

'The Government, through the FFB is loaning the contractor money which the 

contractor in turn loans to NASA which NASA must repay to the FFB with 

interest. The net effect of this transaction is that the Government is 

borrowing from itself and only adds to the contract cost.' This increases 

the interest costs associated with the program by S92 million. 

"In justifying the TDRSS program NASA claimed that the technology was 

readily available to provide the service. However, within 90 days after the 

contract was negotiated a serious satellite weight problem developed which 

made the satellite exceed the capabilities of the planned launch vehicle, an 

Atlas Centaur. As a result the system will have to be launched on the Space 

Shuttle. This change in launch vehicle, together with certain development 

difficulties, such as a radio frequency interference problem that cost 

$75 million plus Interest to fix, has resulted in a schedule delay of over 

three years. 

"Because the first TDRSS satellite cannotbe launched until the Shuttle 

Is ready to talte it aloft, costs continue to soar. Just a few weeks ago, 

launch was supposed to take place in September of 1982. However this 

first launch date (with three more to follow) has apparently been post­

poned until January of 1983- The delay will cost the taxpayer almost 

$1 million a day — a total of at least $100 million. 

"The TDRSS system was estimated to cost $50 to $55 million a year to 

lease back in 1975- Now it is estimated that the Federal taxpayer will have 

to pay at least $200 million a year to lease a system that was built with 

Federally made and guaranteed loans." 

m» 

A copy of the Inspector General's report is available for review In 
Room 1215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY. JUNE 11, 1981 (FOR FRIDAY A.H. PAPERS) 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) announced late Thursday " I am presenting my Golden 

Fleece of the Month Award for June to the Department of Commerce for giving the City and 

County of Honolulu $28,600 to study how they can spend another $250,000 for a good surfing 

beach,* 

"Spending federal money so you can figure out how to spend more money is bad enough. 

What's worse is the fact that the City and County of Honolulu plan to spend the $28,500 to 

hire an outside consultant to find a good surfing beach. Keep in mind, Hawaii is packed with 

expert surfers—most of whom already know the good surfing spots l ike the back of their 

surfboards, and some of whom already work for the City and County of Honolulu and could do 

the job for free. 

"The federal bureaucrats should have waved goodbye to this request. Instead, Honolulu 

got a good buy to study a wave." 

Proxmire, who is ranking minority member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, gives 

his Golden Fleece Award each month to the biggest, most ridiculous or most ironic example of 

wasteful federal spending. 

"Spending tax dollars to study where the surf's up is certainly not on most people's 

l i s ts of national pr ior i t ies," Proxmire said. "Honolulu City and County Councilman Rudy 

Pacarro put i t best when he said of this $28,600 handout to the local government: ' I know the 

money is free, but i t ' s taxpayers' money. In Parks and Recreation we have some people who 

have been surfing al l their l ives. And we're gonna pay a guy $28,600 to te l l us where to put 

the damn place? That's a lot of horse manure.' 

"Unfortunately, Councilman Pacarro's perceptive words failed to override the attractive­

ness of a free federal grant. 

"The story of this wasteful spending begins with the Hawaiian Electric Company, which 

paid $250,000 to the City and County of Honolulu to settle a lawsuit over the disruptioti of 

a surfing beach. 

"Two surfers, angered that Hawaiian Electric's expansion of a power plant ruined the 

nearby surfing, f i led the lawsuit because the Army Corps of Engineers failed to require a 

federal environmental impact statement for the expansion. 

"The power company agreed to compensate the City and County by providing the $250,000 to 

improve other surfing areas on the west coast of Oahu. 

"Realizing that in a state fu l l of surfers the last thing Honolulu needed was a paid 

surfing adviser, the lawsuit's settlement ordered that none of the $250,000 be spent for 

surfing study teams or consultants. . • (OVER) 
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"But the lure of a federal handout proved too strong for City and County o f f i c ia ls . 

Honolulu turned to Uncle Sam. 

"The City and County applied to the Department cf Conmerce's Office of Coastal Zone 

Management to pay for a planning study under a program with the farcy t i t l e of 'Mitigation 

of Environmental and Recreational Impact of Coastal Energy Act iv i t ies. ' 

"tn Fiscal Year 1980, the federal bureaucrats approved the $28,600 to conduct a study 

to te l l Honolulu how to spend $250,000 for a good surfing beach. 

"In order to just i fy spending $28,600, a series of the usual bureaucratic 'tasks' were 

planned. These included setting up a number of public meetings for interested and affected 

people including of f ic ia ls , as well as conducting surveys and studies of the economic and 

physical characteristics of the various surfing sites. 

"Are al l these meetings, surveys and studies necessary? Of course not! I f ever there 

were a project that should total ly involve local money, effort and control, this one is i t . 

Should the hard-pressed federal taxpayers really pay for a study of how to spend money 

searching for the perfect wave?" 

*Local Government for the entire island of Oahu is under the jurisdict ion of the City and 
County of Honolulu. 



SEN^^OR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
W'lSCOSSlS 

Ser.. Williazr ProĴ nire ÍD-Kis-i E.̂ .r̂ our̂ cec Friday t.hat, "I aJn giving 

I7y Golden Fleece of the Month Award for July -zc the Ur.ited States Arm̂ ', 

w.'-.ich spent 26,000 to prepare a 17-pegs ¿ocJ.-nent -het tells ths fcdsr=.l 

çovern,T.erit how tc huy a bottle of Worcestershire sauce. 

"Thsr's righc: 17-eYe-glazing pages of single-spaced type or. how to 

buy a 15-o'jnoe bottle of Korcestershirs sauce that retails for about Si.Sû. 

What's more, in order for our hapless buyer or sslisr to use those 17 

cages of federal soecif icatio.ns, he r.ust refer to another 2,270 pages c f 

government and coiruiisraial regulations and rerarences. 

"I can see havinç complex federsl spacifications if tha military is 

buying a weapons system. But Worcestershire sauce? That 17-page 

soecification and thé 2,270-page backup is nothing iriore than a recipe fcr 

stcffed paperwork souffle that left the taxpayer with an indigestible 

se.OOO check. Evsn a dollar spent on writing and using this docuner.t is a dollar too nî cn. 

Proxmire, who is ranking minority member of theSenate .̂ spropriaticTis 

Conmittee, gives his Golden Fleece .Award each :r,onch to the biggest, inost 

ridiculous or rr.ost ironic example of wasteful federal spenaing. 

'•The 'Federal Specificsticn-. Worcestershire Sa--ce'. which the 

Départirent of Defense est.imates cost $6,000 in 1931 doilars to drart, i.fts 

o'-epared for all agencies by the Army's Hatick Research and Developnent 

Laboratories in Satick, Massachusetts.' It should have bsen entitled 

Tverything You Wanted tc Know .A.bo-i;t Worcestershire Eauce; 5ut vJouid 

IJever bother To Ask.' 

"Chemical analyses in the specifications are spelled oiat for every 

Usr molecule in ths Worcestershire SÎÙCS. — freí?, ths ?H ror tha t=-ari-t 

abel 

he did, he'd probably j-jst pic.-; 
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SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6¡30 P.M. SUMDAY, AUGUST 16, 1981 FOR MOMDAY AMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said Sunday that "I am giving my 

Golden Fleece of the Month Award for August to the Treasury Department 

managers of the Social Security Trust Funds whose investment policies 

needlessly lost $2 billion in earnings to the Trust Funds last year. This 

is not only a Golden Fleece but a fiscal fiasco. 

"While private money market managers, (investing exclusively in safe 

government or government bacKed securities) earned 13S interest on their 

investments in 1980 the Treasury managers, (investing exclusively in safe 

government or government backed securities) earned only 8.3% interest. 

While giving the appearance of safety, the result was a sorry return." 

Sen. Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a member and former Chairman of both the Senate Banking 

Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic Committee. The Fleece of 

the Month Award is given for the biggest, most ironic, or most ridiculous 

•example of the waste or loss of taxpayers money for the period. 

"The just released report of the Trustees of the Social Security 

Trust Funds indicates that the three Social Security Funds (Old Age and 

survivors Insurance, Disability Insurance, and Hospital Insurance) earned 

only 8.3% interest on their S47 billion portfolio in fiscal year 1980. 

The difference between that figure and what competent money market funds 

invested entirely in safe government securities earned in 1980 (13.5%) cost 

the Social Security beneficiaries 52 billion. 

"This was not an accident. It was done by design. It happened at a 

time when the Trustees told the world that either benefits had to be cut 

or Social Security taxes raised. There are three reasons for this 

bureaucratic bungle. 

-Pir.t, there i. a »asaive built in conlliot of interest on the part 

of the Trustees and the Treasury Department managers «ho have given priority 

to the interests of tha Treasury against the interests of the Sooial Seonrity 

Trust Funds. 

"There are three Trustees of the Funds. They are the Secretaries of 

the Treasury, of Labor, and of Health and Human Services, the Funds are 

managed by the Treasury. 
"But the managers and the Secretary of the Treasury-every Secretary 

K 1, .-r, iqi=;—have subiugated the interests of the of the Treasury going back to 1935 nave bnuj y 
(OVES) 



Trust Funds to the interests of the Treasury. Instead of investing to get 

the MAXIMUM return commensurate with safety, they have invested the Funds 

m low interest bearing Treasury issues in order to MINIMIZE the interest 

on the national debt. The Trust Funds have thus been used to subsidise 

the general revenues of the government, 

"If the Trust Department of your local bank told you they had invested 

your small family inheritance in order to further the interests of the bank 

rather than your interests you would fire them and sue them for misfeasance, 

malfeasance, and perhaps even fraud. But that's precisely what the 

Treasury managers of the Social Security Trust Funds have done. 

"Second, in carrying out this policy the Treasury managers invested 

over 90% of the 547 billion in Treasury Department "special issues"-. By 

law these issues carry an interest rate based on the weighted average of 

all the issues making up the national debt which are four years old or 

older. As long term issues carried a 4'i* ceiling until recent years and as 

interest rates have skyrocketed in the last few years, this calculation 

brings an artificially low interest rate for 92% of the investments of 

the Social Security Trust Funds. 

"One can look in vain in the Funds' portfolios for any government 

agency security carrying yields of 14 to 17 percent. By law these securities, 

whose principle and interest are guaranteed by the government, are eligible 

for Trust Fund purchase. The Trustees have deliberately eschewed purchasing 

any of these high yielding securities even though they are both legal and 

completely safe. 

"Third, in reply to inquiries from my office as to why the managers 

do not move in and out of the market in order to achieve the maximum 

return as any good money market manager or insurance portfolio manager 

would do, we were told the Funds' managers do not have the technological 

equipment and sophistication to do so, 

"To rectify this sad situation I h3ve introduced a bill (S.1528) 

entitled the Social Security Trust Fund Investment Reform Act of 19B1. 

It has 15 bi-partisan Senate sponsors. 

"The bill adds four new members to the Board of Trustees of the Funds; 

one representing the empioyers who contribute to the Funds, one representing 

employees who contribute, one representing the beneficiaries, and a fourth 

highly competent expert in the management of investment funds. 

"The bill charges all seven of the Trustees with the responsibility 

to maximize the return on the Funds commensurate with safety. 

(MORE) 



"The bill also repeals the 'less than four year' provision for 

calculating the interest on 'special issues' and requires that, if used, 

they carry an interest rate which is the average of all the Treasury and 

Agency securities available for purchase by the Funds. 

"Finally, the bill directs the managers to purchase enough new 

equipment and to hire experts in order to manage the Funds effectively 

and efficiently, 

"For putting their agency's bureaucratic interests ahead of the 

interests of the millions of American employers and employees who contribute 

to the Social Security Trust Funds, the Fleece of the Month for August 

goes to the Treasury Department managers of the Funds," 

### 



o 'ICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELSAS5 AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1931 FOR FRIDAY AMS 

Sen. Williain Proxmire (D-Wis.) said late Thursday, "I am giving my 

Golden Fleece of the Month Award for September to the Department of 

Commerce's Economic Development Administration for spending $200,000 to 

build an 800 foot limestone replica of the Great Wall of China in 

Bedford, Indiana as a follow up to its $500,000 grant to that Hoosier 

community for the building of a ten story high limestone model of the 

Great Pyramid of Egypt." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a member and former chairman of both the Senate Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic 

Committee. The Fleece of the Month Award is given to the biggest, most 

ironic or most ridiculous example of waste or loss of taxpayers money 

for the period. 

"While there are sharp budget cuts being made in social programs 

from medical care to education of the disadvantaged, the EDA adds 

money for these make work memorials to the limestone industry. 

How can the EDA justify such an ironic and outrageous expenditure of 

public funds? How can there be a renewed commitment to the private 

sector if the taxpayers are required to support the building of this 

local tourist attraction? 

"This project, initiated under the Carter Administration, has now 

been expanded by the Reagan Administration. 

"In November, 1978 the Bedford Chamber of Commerce through its 

non-profit Bedford Industrial. Development Foundation proposed a public 

works project to the Economic Development Administration which was 

approved in March 1979. 

"The proposals summary read as follows: 

'This project consists of the construction of a Limestone 
Tourist and Demonstration center. It would include a 
museum constructed in the shape of the Great Pyramid of 
Cheops in Egypt and scaled to one-fifth size of this pyramid. 
There will also be a camping area constructed, utilities, 
roads and other needed items. 

•The purpose of this project is to attract more tourists to 
this area and demonstrate the value of using limestone m 
the building industry. All of this would lead to more ^obs 
for the unemployed residing in the area." 

"The limestone quarries in the area have tons and tons of commercially 

useless limestone which they donated to the project. The pyramid-building 
(OVER) 
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workers came from several different job training programs in the area 

and therefore the labor costs to the project were reduced considerably. 

"The major portion of the money from the Economic Development Administration 

went for equipment, hardware, and plumbing and electrical facilities. 

"By January 1981 only the base of the pyramid had been laid, work 

was seriously behind schedule eind costs were rising. Therefore, the 

Bedford Industrial Development Foundation again turned to EDA for help. 

In addition to asking for more money ($125,000), and time (18 months), 

the Foundation added an ingenious method for spending more taxpayers money 

by using the scrap materials remaining after the pyramid blocks were shaped, 

"The Foundation's proposal suggested the following: 

'Inasmuch as this entire venture is being designed to 
memorialize mankind's use of stone throughout the centuries, 
we wish to construct a replica of an 800 ft. section of the 
Great Wall of China. The terraine (sic) in the northwest 
section of our property is ideally suited for the design 
of the towers and rolling wall, similar to the structure 
near Peking.' 

"The Reagan Administration, perhaps not wanting to be outdone by the 

previous Administration's attempts to reproduce a man made wonder of 

* the ancient world, in March of this year approved spending $200,000 more 

for the pyramiding costs and the construction of a small piece of the 

Great Wall of China in southern Indiana. The project was also extended 

for an additional 18 months. 

"Certainly some people will be attracted to Bedford, Indiana to 

visit the Pyramid and Wall and Bedford may yet become known as the 

ancient wonder limestone replication capitol of America. Also a few people 

will get jobs selling miniature versions of the Great Wall of China and 

the Great Pyramid of Egypt. 

"I Jr -e absolutely no objection to the Bedford community and the 

^>^-atone industry building these structures with private money. Since 

private interests in Arizona were able to move the entire London Bridge 

to the united states without federal funds, shouldn't private funds be 

used to build pyramids and Great Walls in Indiana? 

"Perhaps the EDA will next pay for a scale model of the Eiffel Tower 

made out of steel to be placed in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. As the 

Administration draws up its lists of additional budget cuts, it should 

start with the Great Wall of China public works boondoggle." 

##« 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 PM TUESDAY. OCTOBER 1^, 1981 FOR WEDNESDAY AMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) announced Tuesday that "I am giving 

my Golden Fleece of the Month Award for October to the National Science 

Foundation for spending ál4'J,012 to test commonly accepted, historically 

proven, fundamental economic principles of supply and demand — ON PIGEONS. 

"The researchers coo while the taxpayers get billed. Speaking as 

Senator Bill Proxmire, This is one 'BILL' who won't coo. 

"While it may be said that our current economy is going to the dogs, 

the NSF apparently felt it had to go to the pigeons and rats to prove It. 

This is one project that should be pigeonholed pronto." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

CoBimlttee and a member and former chairman of both the Senate Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic 

Committee. The Fleece of the Month Award is given to the biggest, most 

ironic or most ridiculous example of waste or loss of taxpayers money for 

the period. 

"Ordinarily, experimental animal tests are performed as a preliminary 

to find out if principles or procedures can be applied to man. In this 

case proven principles already applied to man were tested on animals. 

"Technically, the methodologies and mechanics appear to be correct 

and without fault. The problem was that the National Science Foundation 

and its researchers were so enchanted with the means and methods, that 

they failed to comprehend the ends. One can paraphrase what George Santayana 

said about fantacism namely that it means '. . .redoubling one's efforts 

after having lost sight of one's alma.' 

"The research was expertly performed by highly professional economists 

and psychologists. The results of their experiments were reported in 

leading economic Journals. 

"One set of experiments tested the principle of the substitution bf 

cheaper for more expensive goods. The price of food and other goods to 

the pigeons was raised by either making the birds peck more times on a key 

m order to receive the same amount of food or reducing the amount of food 

per peck. Changes in the relative price of these goods resulted in the 

birds substituting the lower priced good Just as humans would buy fewer 

apples when their price rose. 



"The problem Is that these relationships have been tested and retested 

thousands of times in human economics. 

"If the past is any test of the future, the National Science Foundation 

will now find additional research in this area to study animal consumers 

and workers throughout the animal kingdom — from amoebas to elephants. 

"In these experiments with pigeons, the scientific approach was stood 

on its head. More then two hundred years after Adam smith described the 

behavior of humans in the market place the National Science Foundation 

studied whether economic animal could be made to behave in the same way as 

economic man. 

"Another outcome of the research was a paper on the supply of pigeon 

labor under certain laboratory conditions. According to the paper, the 

experiments showed that: 'Non-human workers (pigeons) are willing to 

trade-off Income for leisure If the price Is right.' 

"It is highly questionable whether these animal experiments can 

really give us any insight Into the much more complex and serious problems 

of a modern society. For example, if it is found that pigeons choose 

leisure rather than additional work, will the pigeons turn to recreational 

activities such as tennis or Jogging? And what will that imply in turn 

for the use of resources in the pigeon economy or the price of pigeon 

recreation companies on their stock exchange? 

"In 1978, as part of the Justification for funding this project the 

National Science Foundation stated the following: 'Preliminary results 

from experiments using pigeons and rats as subjects on consumer demand and 

labor supply decisions are encouraging. These results suggest that 

animal "consumers" and "workers" are governed by the same basic behavioral 

laws as humans. Animals consistently substitute cheaper for more expensive 

goods or leisure for work as their environment changes. If further 

experimentation by the investigators confirms these results, then animal 

experiments will have been shown to be a viable means of testing some 

basic economic models. Also, these experimental results will provide 

empirical evidence of the validity of these models.' 

"It is Ironic that while there are major economic questions which 

need to be studied, the National Science Foundation chose to fund animal 

studies concerning well-established economic principles regarding human 

economic behavior. They tend to re-invent the wheel. Clearly, the NSP has 

its economic priorities upside down." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, HOVEMBER 10, 1981 FOR TUESDAY PMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday gave his 'Golden 

Fleece' of the month for November to the "Federal Highway Administration 

for the worst record of civilian cost overruns in the Federal Government. 

Mismanagement, delays, and confusion in the construction of our inter­

state highway system have caused a 267 percent, SlOO billion cost overrun 

that dwarfs any other civil project. While it is said that the road to 

hell is paved with good intentions, no one expected this to apply to the 

US highway program." 

Proxmire is Ranking Minority Member of the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and is a member of the Joint Economic and Senate Banking 

Committees. Each month he awards a 'Golden Fleece' for the biggest, most 

ridiculous or ironic example of wasteful federal spending. 

"When it comes to civilian cost overruns, the Interstate 

Highway System under the Federal Highway Administration stands at the 

top of the list—the undisputed champion of mismanagement and waste. 

Every other civilian project pales by comparison. 

"Even the numbers involved are so staggering that they numb 

the mind. When Congress first approved the estimates for the Interstate 

Highway System in 1958, the firm, hard figures showed a cost of $37.6 billion. 

Now that same program stands at 5137.9 billion, an increase of $100.3 billion. 

"The cost growth in the highway program is as big as the 

entire defense budget in 1977 or as large as the combined 1982 budgets 

for the Departments of Agriculture, Education, Energy, Housing and 

Urban Development, Interior, Justice, State, and Transportation. 

"The blame for this mammoth cost overrun cannot be placed 

solely at the doorstep of inflation. Of the current $100.3 billion overrun, 

$55.9 billion represents inflation. Taking inflation out entirely still 

leaves an unbelievable 'real' overrun of $44,4 billion or more than the 

project was supposed to cost in the first place. 

"Funding for the Interstate Highway System continues to the 

present day so the end of cost overruns is not yet in sight. On October 3, 

1981, the Senate passed a Transportation Appropriations Bill which 

contained about $3.2 billion in funding for the system. (note: Proxmire 

opposed the bill which passed by a vote of 77-15} From S35 billion to 

$53 billion remains to be spent on the Interstate system. 

(OVER) . 



"Perhaps the worst example of spending in the highway program 

is the 'Westway' in New York City. The final cost of this four mile 

long road will reach an incredible SI billion per mile making it inch 

for inch the most expensive highway every built by mankind any time, 

anywhere. 

"Taxpayers will pay for 90 percent of 'Westway' including 

the actual construction of a tunnel along and in the Hudson River bed, 

creation of 234 acres of development real estate, and upgrading of a 

parallel 6-8 lane highway next to 'Westway'. 

"The Glenwood Canyon Project in Colorado is another example 

of an outrageous throw-away. It has been exempted from the new cost 

reduction program (as has Westway). This 12.6 mile four lane highway 

is currently estimated to cost $300 million but more likely will run to 

over $600 million during the eight year construction period. 

"Every year the Comptroller General of the United States makes 

a detailed listing of all major federal acquisitions. The most recent 

list includes 1,040 projects. 

"The total cost growth in these 1,040 projects is $325.8 billion! 

Thus the Federal Highway Administration, by itself, accounts for over 

30 percent of the total federal overruns. The only challenger to the 

Federal Highway Administration is the United States Navy with a cost 

growth of $104.2 billion but this includes 96 different Navy programs." 

### 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1981 FOR TUESDAY PMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-tfis.) said Tuesday that "I am giving 

my Golden Fleece of the month Award for December to the U.S. Department 

of Defense for running a $13,000 six year program in which a bull was 

tested for possible biological effects resulting from a submarine 

communications device — a study later found useless by Navy officials. 

Long subject to local rumors, the story of 'Sylvester the Bull' was 

recently confirmed in official Navy correspondence to me." 

The Golden Fleece is given each month for the most ironic, 

ridiculous or wasteful example of federal spending. While the award 

given this month is not as large as the $100 billion Interstate 

Highway System coHt overrun which won the award in November, the 

wasted $13,000 represents about the average annual income of a typical 

Wisconsin family. The ELF system is composed of 28 miles of above 

ground cables which transmit waves into the atmosphere and down into 

the water to waiting submarines. Wisconsin was selected along with 

Michigan for ELF because of the underlying rock formation used to 

help transmit the waves. 

"The 'bull' program began because William Clements, Deputy Secretary 

of Defense, and now Governor of Texas, mistakenly told a congressional 

committee chairman in 1974 that a bull was being used to determine if 

the Extremely Low Frequency (ELF) system, then called 'Sanguine', 

produced environmental conditions that could harm people, or animals" 

Proxmire said. 

"The Department spent $13,000 to purchase and keep a Hereford bull, 

nicknamed Sylvester, in order to make good the statement by Secretary 

Clements that the ELF facility at Clam Lake, Wisconsin, had been 

tested on cattle. The Navy kept the charade going for six years until 

Sylvester was needlessly killed in 1980. Here is the full story as 

confirmed by Navy documents; 

"Deputy Secretary of Defense William Clements, Jr. was a strong 

supporter of the ELF project. He briefed many Congressional Committees 

and members of Congress giving his view about the importance of ELF. 

During a briefing in 1974, to Congressman George Mahon, Chairman of the 

House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, Mr. Clements was asked about the 

effects of Sanguine (ELF) radio'waves on cattle. 

(OVER) 



"He told Chairman Mahon that the Navy had a bull at Clam Lake to 

study this very issue. Shortly afterward, the Navy informed Mr. Clements 

that there was no such bull and there were no plans to put one in 

Wisconsin. A Navy memo sums up by saying that 'it has been determined 

that no one has ever heard of the bull idea.' 

"Now obviously, this was not a satisfactory situation. A most 

important chairman of the most important committee had been told there 

was a bull. According to a Nov, 19, 1974 Navy document, Mr. Clements 

'was most upset and told Mr. Reed (Director of Telecommunications 

and Command and Control) that he wanted a bull at the Wisconsin Test 

facility by Monday 25 November.' 

"And so it came to be. An 18 month old bull, named Sylvester, was 

purchased for $300 plus $700 for six months feed and delivered as 

promised on Monday 25 November to the Wisconsin Test Facility. He was 

duly examined hy a vet and placed in the only available place, a 

• 10 X 10 foot enclosure. 

"I have always been bullish on Wisconsin but this is not what I 

had in mind," Proxmire said. 

"The Navy didn't think much of the bull plan. Internal messages 

flowed back and forth in the Navy pointing out that no scientific research 

could be conducted with just one animal of 'questionable quality.' 

"Further, they argued that if the bull died, the local population 

might think that the Sanguine facility had caused it. And a young bull 

within the Wisconsin Test Facility compound presented a certain amount 

of danger to employees there, Navy officials thought. 

"In other words," Proxmire said, "they were definitely not 'sanguine' 

about having the bull on board. But no one wanted to buck Secretary 

Clements. So Sylvester stayed put. 

"In official Navy correspondence, Sylvester became the 'Bovine 

Test Subject.' Veterinarians were called in periodically for 

fertility tests. Soon, more objections came from Navy scientists. The 

fertility study was declared useless. Plans were made for transferring 

the fertility study over to mice or monkeys. When questioned by local 

visitors, the Chief Engineer at Clam Lake was told to Say nonetheless 

that 'there is no intention to sacrifice the animal.' 

"Even a letter from a Vice Admiral of the Navy, Director of 

Command and Control, G. R. Nagler, acknowledged the uselessness of 

the study from a scientific point of view. Here"'s what he said in a 

(MORE) 



letter to me dated October 27, 1981: 

'It was ascE'rtained, however, that the bull's presence 
at the Wisconsin Test Facility would not constitute an 
experiment having any scientific value because of lack of 
precise documentation of the bull prior to his purchase 
and also due to the limited size (one bull) of the sample 
data base.' 

"But the story has a grim ending for Sylvester," Proxmire said. 

"The Navy knew the test was phoney. But no one wanted to 

challenge Secretary Clements and succeeding secretaries either knew 

nothing about Sylvester or chose to ignore the situation. So Sylvester 

was kept in his pen year after year. He grew fat and sluggish from 

lack of exercise. His disposition soured. 

"Finally, on October 18, 1980, someone in the Navy gave the order 

to shoot Sylvester. In order to carry out the fiction of a scientific 

test, he was subjected to a necropsy (an autopsy). The Navy, in its 

thoroughness concluded that Sylvester 'appears to be essentially 

a normal bull although somewhat obese.' The last line in the necropsy 

report reads: 'Since Sylvester had been kept by himself during his 

adult life probably his main interest was only food. What an insult 

to our Wisconsin cows. 

"So Sylvester came to a cruel and unnecessary death at the hands 

of an embarrassed bureaucracy. 

"While exact cost records are not available, the Navy admits that 

they spent at least $13,000 on Sylvester over six years. This may be 

one of the few cases in history where bureaucrats literally killed 

one of their own programs, and no bull." 



Summary of Pleeclng - 1982 

Jiinuiry - Depariinent of Agriculturt • 

For spending $40,000 icr a study eniiiled Tood Prelerences 
and Social Identity.* 

February - Kation^l Endouxient for tht Ar:t 

For givine a $7,000 prant íor a scui,;: and Jiphi show at the 
state capitol in Uadison, IVlsconsin. 

March - Small Business Aársinistracióh 

For providing two loan guarantees--aIniost a million dollars in 
total--to a California aquatic park for a giant water slide and other 
construction. 

- April - Sj-nthetic Fuels Corporation 

For spending over $^^,000 for a study which recotmnended 
increasing top salaries to as high as Çl'90,000, 

liay - Department of the Arny (DARCOM) 

FOI' spending Ç3E n.illicn over 13 veers un a new-gas mask that 
is no improvement ever the nasks it is designed to replace. 

June ~ Commerce and Labor Departments 

For shelling out over Ç700,O00 co a non-profit corporation 
which was supposed to teach minority youth how to make tee ' 
shirts. 

July - General Services Administration 

For losing 49,000 forms—the equivalent of open-ended airline 
- tickets—«itb.a potential value of at least $7 million. 

August - Department of Commerce, Uinority Business Development Agency 

For Spending $138,000 to conduct three management training 
seminars located at three star resort hotels. 

September - 190 federal officials 

Kho have been coddled and pampered at the expense of Anerican 
• taxpayers to the tune of $3.4 million by being provided with 

door-to-door chauffeur service. 

October - Office of Management and Budget 

For letting Government big-shots eat high off the hog in 
22 private dining rooms at an annual cost to the taxpayer of over 
$2.300,000. 

November - Tublic Health Service 

For letting well-heeled doctors welsh on students loans 
financed by the taxpayer. 

December - Social Security Adrainistration 

For putting together a high-priced team of employees to plan 
a move to a new computer center and then shelling out $6,7 million to 
consultants to do the same work. -



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTEK 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 1982 FOR pMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.} said that "I am giving my Golden 

Fleece of the Month Award for January to the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture for spending $40,000 for a study entitled 'Food Preferences 

and Social Identity.' This study, which took a year to complete, 

tried to demonstrate the old saw, 'You Are What You Eat,' claiming 

that people who have a certain kind of personality eat certain kinds 

of foods. 

"My answer to this study Is 'SO WHAT?' Who cares what it means 

when you eat carrots instead of caviar? Here's a $40,000 study 

calculated to make the American taxpayer eat his heart out." 

The Golden Fleece is given each month for the most ridiculous, 

ironic or wasteful example of federal spending. "To some people $40,000 

may not be much, but it still can buy a modest townhouse in some 

cities or certainly buy a lot of food for a family—no matter what 

kinds of personalties they have." 

The grant was made by the Competitive Research Grants Office of the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture's Science and Education Administration. 

"This is the same agency which was strongly criticized in the past 

for funding esoteric studies that have little or no practical value. 

In fact, as a result of studies like it, the U.S. Senate Appropriations 

Committee has now put language in bills that prohibited that grants 

office from using money to pay for social science or psychological 

studies." 

The study came to public attention in an article entitled 

Profiles in Eating—Sexy Vegetarians and other Diet-Based Social 

Sterotypes in the October 1981 issue of Psychology Today magazine. 

That article consisted mainly of a description of the study and its 

results. 

"While the contract for the study itself was let under the 

Carter Administration, It can nevertheless serve as a warning to 

the new administration of the kinds of wasteful studies that the 

bureaucratic system can force on them. 

"Participants were asked their preferences about five categories of 

food: synthetic, vegetarian, fast food, health and gourmet food. 

"Here are the results your tax dollars paid for; 
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Vegetarian food eaters are supposed to like intellectual 

tasks, craftH, and want a good education. 

Gourmet lovers are supposedly interested in 'life in the fast 

lane,' ^̂,ant spouses but few children, and like to mix it up on the 

tennis court. 

Fast food eaters supposedly are antidrug, patriotic, 

conservative—and interested In doing extra hard work on the job. 

Health food nuts are the laid back folks among us. 

"It goes downhill from there, guaranteed to cause a mighty case 

of indigestion for the poor taxpayer whose money has been used to 

fund this study. 

"To gain these marvelous bits of wisdom, people were asked to do 

such things as take the food preferences of a hypothetical person and make 

inferences about the person's personality and lifestyle. Or the 

participants' own personalities were used to predict the kind of food 

they would like. 

"And as usual, the final report was done with plenty of social 

science gobbledegook and obscure writing. For example: 'Food preferences 

were also analyzed by correlating the totals for each food preference 

category with the self-ratings on personality descriptors across 

all suhjects.' 

"The instructions given to the folks who participated in the 

study followed the usual social science self rating scales: 

Please rate how much you would prefer to eat the following 
foods. Do this by using the rating scale below. For each of the 
foods on the list, choose a number off the rating scale which 
best represents how you feel about that.food. An example will 
help make this clear. If the food in question were parsnips, and you 
can't stand parsnips, then you would choose a low number off 
the scale to represent how you feel about this food. If on the 
other hand, you like parsnips quite a bit you would choose 
a higher number. The higher the number, the more you prefer to 
eat the food. 

"Whether you like parsnips or parsley what reasons were given for 

doing a study on food and personality? When the Department of Agriculture' 

Research Grants Office was asked that question by my staff, they were 

referred to the study under a section labeled 'Rationale and Significance.' 

"Here's what that section says: 

It seems likely with increased world population growth and 
the development of new technologies for producing foods, humans 
will be presented with new food alternatives at a continually 
increasing rate. 

Adequate human nutrition in the future will inpreasingly 
depend upon acceptance of the results of new food technologies. 

(MORE) 



In light of the well documented tendency of humans to reject 
unfamiliar types of food, it is important to explore the 
extent to which food choices are influenced by the meaning 
and symbolism in food. 

Understanding the symbolic significance of food is a 
prerequisite for presenting new diets or nutritional technologies 
in a manner which will lead to their acceptance, 

"With such aims, the question begs to be asked, what does 

personality have to do with any of this? Will someone who's hungry—or 

just plain looking for a good meal out on the town refuse to eat certain 

kinds of foods because he or she doesn't want someone to think the worst 

of their personality. How is anybody going to know that it means one thing 

if you like soybeans or carrot juice and quite another if you eat 

hamburgers or head for Chez Louie's instead? Who's even going to care? 

"At a time when some federal officials think catsup is a vegetable 

on a poor kid's plate, maybe we ought to spend more time educating 

tlicm about nutrition,and less time worrying about personalities. To 

lie lair about it, maybe this study will provide 'food for thought' to 

the American taxpayer who is already fed up to the gills." 

### 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 16. 1982 FOR PMS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) in a statement from his 

Washington office announced that "I am giving my Golden Fleece of 

the Month Award for February to the National Endowment for the Arts -

for giving a $7,000 grant for a sound and light show at the state 

capitol in Madison, Wisconsin. According to the sponsors, the purpose 

of this winter-night happening was to 'turn Wisconsin's state capitol 

building into a geometrically-tuned instrument which will bring 

together and send forth human and planetary energies in a message 

of world peace." While attempting to tune-in and turn-on, this project 

has only turned-off the American taxpayers. 

"The history of this project demonstrates the mindless and 

wasteful ways In which federal funds are spent." 

Senator Proxmire Is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a member and former chairman of both the Senate Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic 

Committee. The Fleece of the Month Award is given to the biggest, 

moat ironic or most ridiculous example of waste or loss of taxpayers 

money for the period. 

"The sponsors used 16 loud speakers and a complex lighting systera 

on the evening of December 21, 1981 in their attempt to turn Wisconsin's 

beautiful state capitol into a quivering mystical musical instrument. 

The nature and intent of this project is best represented by the 

description offered by the participating artists. 

'For 9 hours, a series of time-delayed voice overlays 
will be sent through the speakers around the outside of the 
capitol dome. The overlays will use the word "ocean", specially 
chosen since its sound frequencies are best suited to stimulate 
the crystalline structure of the building- At each changing 
hour, a 12 minute period of heightened energies resulting from 
the rotating planetary Influences of the Winter Solstice will 
be used to carry live performances of different spoken and 
sung languages. The capitol building is located on the site 
of an ancient mound which once was part of a giant zodiacal 
wheel used by ancient tribes in rites combining the energies 
of earth and space. It is hoped that the new combination of sound 
frequencies and colors will vibrationally interact with the 
magnetic energies intersecting at the capitol mound. The building 
will become a giant energy pyramid, spiralling the "Tongues of 
Light" out into the universe to join with other voices — past, 
present and future — as a message of peace and hope. ' 



'Our supposition is that 'Cannonical Architecture' which 
characterizes the Capitol Building derives from principles which 
intentionally link through higher space geometry, earth energies 
with star and planetary movements. Consequently, the Capitol 
is a geometrically tuned instrument, with a capacity to send (or 
receive) space/time communications. 

"The 'passageway' to other worlds was accomplished by an 
understanding which enabled a person or persons to combine the 
magnetic or telluric energies of earth with that of star and 
planet during the time of year when this is possible: the 
solstices and equinox. The coupling of these energies created 
a 'bridge of light' carrying voices of people as they travelled 
to wherever, or whenever, they desired.' 

'The Word OCEAN: The Geometry of Sound - Audiologists have 
broken this word into three basic sound elements; vowel, fricative, 
and glottal. The interaction of these elements when the word is 
spoken by a mezzo soprano female voice stimulates alpha wave 
patterns in the human nervous system. The sound structure evolved 
from these patterns is a geometric equation which integrates 
human and planetary frequencies.' 

"The history of this project clearly shows the inability 

of the National Endowment for the Arts to control the spending 

of taxpayers' money once a grant has been approved. 

"For the past three years, the National Endowment for the 

Arts has supported an equinox festival in September in Madison. 

The festivals involved and celebrated the rich diversity of 

ethnic cultures found in our state's capital. Their music, art, 

dance, customs and food, were brought together in a local 

festival. 

"Given the success of the previous festival, it was not 

surprising that the National Endowment for the Arts approved the 

partial funding of another equinox festival to be held in Madison,, 

Wisconsin in September, 1981. However, in late September, the 

grant was extended to December and then early In December, the 

whole grant was transferred to the light and sound project. 

"In a matter of days, a grant issued to continue a fine 

community project with a proven track record, was transferred 

into supporting a conceptual art project involving an exhibition 

of colored lights and unintelligible sounds. 

"According to local newspaper reports, the winter solstice 

prograia was a disappointment on several accounts. The Wisconsin 

State Journal reported: 

'A sparse crowd turned out for the winter solstice 
Light/State/Earth event at the Capitol Square Monday night.' 



- 3 -

"Overcast skies may have dimmed the dome lights over the state 
capitol and many among the cluster of people who wandered 
around and through the building seemed more intrigued by the 
seal-like, undistinguishable sounds humming from the dome,' 

"The review in the Madison Capitol Times read in part: 

'"Light/State/Earth" an intriguing and grand event on paper, 
provoked a sigh of disappointment rather than a gasp of awe. Most 
participants undoubtedly left more confused than inspired. 

'One of the culprits was mechanical failure. Two of the 
four lights failed to function, and the two remaining were white 
rather than colored,' 

'Another element that didn't quite work was the recorded 
chanting of the word "oceans," echoing around the dome at lapsed 
intervals, which came across as too disjointed, sometimes to 
comical effect.' 

'Far more disappointing was the lack of detailed planning 
for the various segments of the celebration.' 

"After funding this event in Madison, will the National 

Endowment for the Arts, go on to fund cult rituals, hippie-happenings 

and exorcism events? 

"Certainly,, here is an area in which additional budget 

cuts can be made." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
; WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY. MARCH 30, 1982 FOR PMS 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis.) said "I am giving my (Solden Fleece of 

the Month Award for March to the Small Business Administration (SBA) for 

providing two loan guarantees--almost a million dollars in total--to a 

California aquatic park for a giant water slide and other construction. 

This is a prime example of how Uncle Sam's credit budget has exploded in 

recent years, and shoved credit sensitive housing and auto industries 

domi the slide and into the drink in the process." 

Proxmire is the Ranking Minority Member of the Senate Appropriations 

Committee which approved the funding of the SBA. He also is a member of 

the Senate Banking. Committee which has Jurisdiction over credit policy and 

many loan guarantee programs. The Cîolden Fleece is given each month for 

the most ridiculous, ironic or wasteful example of federal spending. 

"In December 1981, the SBA approved two loan guarantees in connection 

with Waterworld U.S.A., in Cal Expo, a park in the Sacramento, California 

area. An SBA official said, 'The Sierra Security Bank of Susanville, 

California granted a loan of $550,000 to Waterworld U.S.A. The SBA. in 

December of 1981 approved a loan guarantee for 89 percent or $498,AOO of 

that $560,000.'" 

"The SBA official continued, 'In a second case, also in December, 

1981, a guarantee bank loan in the amount of $560,000, of which SBA 

guaranteed 89 percent or $498,400, was approved for the Bay Area Business 

Development Company, who in turn loaned the funds to the business--

Waterworld U.S.A. 

"In plain English, Waterworld U.S.A. was the beneficiary of two loan 

guarantees--each $498.400 for a total of $996,800. SBA rules forbid loan 

guarantees of more than $500,000, so in this case, one loan guarantee went 

to a development firm which lent the money to Waterworld, while the other 

loan guarantee went to back up a loan a bank had granted to Waterworld, 

"According to SBA, money in one of the cases Involved was used for 

paying off contractors and suppliers involved in the construction of the 

water slide, and in the other case, the funds were used to pay off other 

construction costs and to purchase machinery and equipment. 

"In a loan guarantee, the federal govemment pledges to repay 

•princlpal--ln whole or in part--and Interest on a loan .in case of 

(OVER) 
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default by a borrower, thus reducing the lender's exposure to risk. 

If the loan goes bad. It's the taxpayer's dollars that are used to pay 

it off. 

"You might wonder why SBA thought it would be worthwhile to guarantee 

almost a million dollars to an aquatic park, I wondered, too. Here's 

what an SBA official said: 'The reason was the fact that it's a water 

slide. It's located In a large recreational area in Sacramento, In a 

community type of park. It's a recreational facility, and it's considered 

in the interest of the public' 

"Well, the way this project is working out...people won't just go 

down a slide...It may be the taxpayers taking a bath since the owners 

and operators of the park had been In serious financial difficulty. 

"According to an article in the Sacramento Bee, 'Waterworld's private 

investors last October appealed to the Cal Expo Board of Directors 

to relax the terms of its contract (lease on land in Cal Expo) because 

of financial problems. The Waterworld General Manager said then that 

the first phase of park construction, projected to cost $1,8 million, had 

exceeded that amount by almost $1 million,' 

"The article added, 'A late initial opening date in August 1981 also 

contributed to Waterworld's financial woes, officials said,' 

"But SBA officials noted that "this venture's equity position, with 

the $1.6 million, is much stronger than the usual SBA loan situation.' 

"This loan guarantee, which the federal government will have to pay 

off if the venture fails, is an excellent example of the little noticed 

explosion in federal loan guarantee programs. The Federal government is 

. expected to guarantee new loan commitments in Fiscal year 1983 of 

$98.4 billion. This staggering sum not only shoves inflation up and puts 

upward pressure on interest rates, it distorts the marketplace by taking 

the risk out of ventures which never would have been offered credit by 

private sources. Guaranteeing loans also dries up available funds for 

other less risky projects. 

"The Federal government should not be the lender of last resort. 

If private financial institutions say no to a loan, the Federal government 

should keep its hands off. 

"It's ridiculous that the Federal govemment--using taxpayer's money— 

provides loan guarantees for anybody, and especially for a water slide, 

when few individuals can get a loan for housing, cars, or anything else 

(MORE) 
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now. In a time of growing budget deficits, we need to get Uncle Sam out 

of the credit market as soon as we can--to as great a degree as we can. 

"Federal loan guarantees simply shift the risk from the lenders to 

the taxpayers. 

"Hasn't the taxpayer been burdened enough? Inflation, tight credit, 

high taxes, deficits, all of these have hit the taxpayer hard enough. 

If the burden isn't worth bearing by lendets--thos6 who should know 

about credit worthiness—is it worth dumping on the taxpayers? 

"The Reagan Administration has proposed eliminating SBA direct 

loans and reducing guaranteed loans 10 percent. This is too modest a goal 

If the aquatic park Is any example. 

"The individuals and organizations that get hurt from this kind 

of guaranteed loan are the needy small businessmen across the nation," 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, APRIL 27. 1982 FOR PMS 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday announced that "I am giving my 

Golden Fleece of the Month for April to the Synthetic Fuels Corporation 

for a splurge of spending that would make an Arab sheik green with envy. 

The Corporation recently spent over $44.000 for a study which recommended 

increasing top salaries to as high as $190,000, They paid $35,000 for two 

consultants who submitted no reports. And they signed an overpriced 

$10 million lease for exclusive office space and then decorated the offices 

at a cost of $522.919." 

Sen, Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a member and former chairman of both the Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic Committee. 

The Fleece of the Month Award is given to the biggest, most Ironic, or 

most ridiculous example of waste or loss of taxpayers money for the period. 

"Congress created the Synthetic Fuels Corporation during 1979, at 

the height of the Iranian crisis. The Corporation provides loan guarantees, 

price guarantees, purchase agreements, and direct loans to subsidize the 

production of synthetic fuels. The Corporation uses the U.S. Treasury to 

borrow its money, and unfairly competes with farmers, small businessmen, 

and home buyers who try to find credit. The Corporation is authorized to 

underwrite up to $12 billion in credit by the end of fiscal year 1982. 

It will spend at least $186 mllllon--off-budget but federal funds—to 

select projects and administer loans and guarantees. 

"Here are the facts of the spending splurge. 

"The Corporation paid $44,226 for a study of its 'salary structure.' 

"The study, delivered in December of 1981, recommended some extraordinary 

pay Increases : 

Position Current Salary Recommended Salary Percent Increase 

Chairman 69,630 190,358 173 
President 69,630 165,370 137 
Senior Vice Pres., Projects 69,630 113,881 64 
Vice President, Projects 62,500 90.281 44 
Vice President. Admin. 65,000 85.990 32 
General Counsel 52,750 85.990 63 
Vice President, Finance 69,630 89,145 28 
Vice Pres., Tech. & Engr. 69,630 82,204 18 
Inspector General 55,000 78,040 20 
Controller 65,000 74,254 14 
Vice Pres. External Relations 69,630 68,575 -2 
Director, Planning 69,500 68,196 -2 
Dir. Socio-Economie Planning 50,000 56,712 13 
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"The President must approve any salaries over $69,630, the pay of a 

cabinet officer. The Corporation's Board of Directors has already decided 

to recommend that two positions be paid more than this. The Corporation 

is scarcely two years old but It has ;*at every teenager dreams about--a 

credit card with a $12 billion limit. 

"Starting in Septeiober of last year and continuing into this year the 

Corporation hired two consultants to 'develop an organizational framework 

and Interim operational capability for the Office of the Inspector General.' 

One consultant was paid $300 a day, the other $285 a day. After paying 

these consultants more than $35,000. the Corporation reported that 'no 

reports have been submitted to the Corporation." The 'junkyard dogs' in 

the Corporation need to see a good dentist. 

"The Corporation signed a five year lease for 67,321 square feet of 

office space in Washington's high rent K-Street corridor. The lease cost 

over $10 million which works out to about $30 a square foot a year. According 

to the General Services Administration, which rents space for executive 

agencies, adequate but less opulent space can be leased for $20 a square 

foot. The Corporation could have saved the taxpayers about $3.3 million by 

leasing the less luxurious space. 

"To furnish its fancy new quarters, the Corporation: 

--hired an interior decorator at a cost of $14,661; 

--bought furniture at a cost of $374,739; 

--bought and Installed carpet at a cost of $133,519. including 

$83,260 for 'velvet' carpet, 

"This money was spent in December of 1981 and January and February of 

this year. The Congress should give this turkey the euthanasia It has 

so well earned as the one sure way to stop it from hiring more people and 

buying more furniture. Otherwise, the taxpayer will take yet another 

shellacking, 

"Congress made a mistake when it created the Corporation. The last 

thing the economy needs now is another quasi-federal agency, elbowing 

its way to the front of the credit line. The Corporation should be abolished.' 

### 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY. JUNE 15. 1982 FOR PMs 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month award for June to the Commerce and Labor Departments 

for "shelling out over $700,000 Co a non-profit corporation which was 

supposed to teach minority youth how to make tee shirts. Departmental 

auditors warned Commerce officials Chat the project was doomed to fail 

and fall it did. Hot one tee shirt was produced for sale, not one 

minority youth found a job, but the taxpayer lost his shirt." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and serves on the Congressional Joint Economic Committee, 

where he is Vice Chairman of the Subcommittee on International Trade, 

Finance, and Security Economics. The Fleece is given monthly to the 

most ridiculous, wasteful or ironic use of taxpayer's money for that period, 

"The story of this fleece is documented in an unpublished audit 

report completed in late March of this year. Here is the history 

spanning five years and two different Administrations r 

"In July 1977, Giant Step, Inc. submitted to the Commerce 

Department a proposal 'to demonstrate in five different metropolitan 

areas the possibility of successful youth-owned and operated manufacturing 

enterprises.' These companies were to make tee shirts. Giant Step 

was a non-profit corporation with a prominent Board of Directors who, 

as the grant application put it, 'are a major ingredient towards 

ensuring a successful operation of Giant Step, Inc' 

"In August 1977, Commerce Department auditors prepared an 

evaluation of this proposal. The auditors, who were not overly 

impressed by the nationally-known figures serving on the Board, 

questioned the feasibility of the proposal. They recommended 'that a 

contract not be awarded on the basis of the subject proposal." 

"The Commerce Department disregarded this advice and awarded a 

$443,570 grant in September 1977, In February 1978, the Labor 

Department chipped in another $260,100. It was not until March of 1982 

that the extent of the failure came home as the final Commerce 

Department audit was finished, 

"The project, as predicted, was a spectacular failure. Only 76 

trainees enrolled and none of these received useable training. 

(OVER) 
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Of the 13 trainees who were supposed to have "graduated': 

--A majority did not realize they had finished the program. 

--Over half had spent less than four months in the program. Some 

had been in the program less than two months--and these were the 

trainees who graduated I 

--Nine months after graduation, none had found a job related to 

his training. 

"This failure did not stop program administrators from spending 

the taxpayers money with abandon. Among the more outrageous 

expenditures are those for: 

--hiring the nephew of a Commerce Department official as a 'Plant 

Coordinator' even though the position was not In the grant proposal. 

--hiring staff for plants at which no training or production 

took place. 

--paying travel costs and telephone bills for employees who were 

apparently conducting private business. 

--paying over $350 to buy tee shirts as presents for the Board of 

Directors and Commerce officials. 

"This is an especially painful fleece since the goals of 

the program--to reduce teenage unemployment and provide skill 

training--were so laudatory. It is now up to the Commerce Department 

auditors to pick up some of the pieces. They have recommended that 

Commerce try to recover about $450,000 of costs which were clearly 

unallowable. Here is one taxpayer who hopes that Commerce listens 

to its auditors this time." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

TOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY. JULY 22, 1982 FOR FRIDAY AMs 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for July to the General Services Administration 

(GSA) for "losing 49,000 forms — the equivalent of open-ended airline 

tickets — with a potential value of at least $7 million. Now that 

many taxpayers are taking their vacations, they must wonder if the 

government has taken them for yet another ride." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a former Chairman of the Banking, Housing and Urban 

Affairs Committee. The Fleece is given monthly to the biggest, most 

wasteful, or ironic use of the taxpayer's money for that period. 

"The GSA has lost 49,000 potentially valuable special government 

forms. GSA's regulations require that employees carefully control these 

forms because, 'In regard to obtaining airline tickets, [these formsj 

should be considered and are as good as cash.' GSA's Inspector 

General is now trying to find out the extent of the loss. 

"Here is how the GSA lost the forms. In January of 1979, a GSA 

regional office decided to order 50 books of these forms. Each book 

contains 10 forms so the region wanted 500 blank forms. 

"This was a simple enough request but then bureaucratic procedure 

reared its ugly head and goof followed goof. 

—The standard unit of issue for these forms is a box, not a book. 

The Washington Office sent the region 50 boxes, but a box contains 

1,000 forms. The region received 50,000 forms, instead of 500-

—The region spotted this foul-up and tried to return the 

unneeded 49 boxes to the Washington Office. But these forms are 

controlled, and Washington's books were in balance. Instead of 

allowing the forms to be returned. Washington advised the region 

to destroy those that were unneeded. 

—The region balked at doing this and stored the 49 boxes while 

the powers that be tried to decide what to do with the 49,000 forms, 

which had become a bureaucratic hot potato. Unfortunately, the region 

used an unlocked storeroom as a storage place. 

—Time passed, employees came and went, no solution was found and 

the forms were forgotten. 

(OVER) 



"Forgotten, that is, until this year when regional officials, 

in anticipation of a routine audit, started searching for the 49 boxes. 

They were not to be found. 

"Regional officials first said they had shipped the forms to 

another region, which promptly denied having received them. These 

officials later decided that perhaps the forms had been thrown away. 

But no one knows for sure what happened to the missing forms. Meanwhile 

in late May, GSA's Inspector General had to write to all the other 

Inspector Generals to alert them to the missing forms and to request 

their help in discovering if any had been used. 

"This bureaucratic bungling would be almost laughable except 

for this possibility—if the forms are misused, and the average ticket 

bought costs $150.00, the taxpayer will be out a cool $7 million. 

That is no laughing matter," 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
, WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY. AUGUST 26, 1982 FOR FRIDAY AMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) in a statement from his Washington 

office Thursday announced that "I am giving my Golden Fleece of the 

Month Award for August to the Minority Business Development Agency 

of the Department of Commerce for spending $138,000 to conduct 

three management training seminars located at three star resort hotels. 

According to an agency memo the seminars would: 

Ensure that ALL - repeat, ALL - agency personnel (from 
clerk-typists to the senior executives) are 'playing from 
the same score' in the MBDA symphony! Put another way, 
we'll all be marching to the same drummer for the first 
time in the Agency's history, 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a former Chairman of the Senate Banking. Housing and 

Drban Affairs Committee. The Fleece is given to the biggest, most 

wasteful or ironic misuse of taxpayer's money for that period. 

"Last winter, the Inspector General of the Commerce Department 

issued a report highly critical of the operation of this agency 

responsible for assisting the development of minority-owned businesses. 

On May 3, the agency hired an outside consultant to plan and run 

• training sessions to improve the functioning of the agency. 

"A June 3 memo to the Deputy Director of the agency from the 

Assistant Deputy Director explained the need for a top level staff 

seminar led by the outside consultant and located at a site outside of 

Washington in the following manner: 

...it's where we begin to move the Northbound train down 
the tracks with more speed and a definite destination 
that all can know about, but it sets the stage for 
individuals to decide whether or not they're going 
to buy a ticket ! 

"More than 40 agency people attended this seminar held at the 

lovely Airlie House in Virginia June 14-16. 

"The schedule for the seminar carefully noted the following about 

some of the planned activities: 

NOTE: This is NOT an exercise. This is a real-time 
^ delivery of a reality-based requirement. 

"The consultant next conducted a series of seminars in Dallas, 

San Francisco, New York, Chicago, Atlanta and Washington during the 

months of June and July. 

"By August 2, a memo from the Deputy Director of the agency 

proudly stated: (OVER) 
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As you are all now aware, MBDA is moving In a new 
direction, symbolized by the Northbound Train! The 
process is going well but we must move ahead to ensure that 
every one of our employees knows the score to play from 
and is aware both regionally and nationally who is conducting 
the symphony ! 

To complete Phase I—the planning and development phase 
of the new directions, both Victor Rivera ^gency Directorl 
and I believe the most important investment we—and each 
of you—can now make is our participation in the three 
management development seminars to be held as noted 
below. When we are all through with this series 
of seminars, every employee in MBDA will know the 
score, have the operating information, and will be 
expected to perform accordingly. 

The Seminars have been scheduled as follows; 

August, 1982 

1. August 15-20 The CHnni Hotel, Norfolk, VA 
2. August 22-27 The Half Moon Inn, San Diego, CA 

3. August 29-Sept. 3 The Half Moon Inn, San Diego, CA 

"The top Washington staff would attend all three seminars and 

the rest of the Washington staff as well as all the employees of 

the various regional offices would attend one or more of the seminars. 

"On the morning of August 9, my staff contacted the agency 

concerning the three planned seminars. On August 11, the Inspector 

General of the Commerce Department wrote to the Director of the MBDA; 
Confirming my telephone conversation with you about this, 
I want to repeat and emphasize my concerns about your 
bringing in support staff to these seminars, 

"The Inspector General goes on to elaborate his concerns 

especially in light of David Stockman's memo concerning the need 

to reduce and control wasteful year-end spending, 

"On August 11, the agency's Deputy Director told the entire staff: 

In light of recent development around cost, site, 
support staff participation, headquarters staffing during 
the seminars and concerns related thereto, I have made 
adjustments with regard to Headquarters' participation. 

"The support staff was dropped and the two San Diego seminars 

were switched to a site near Baltimore. However, the seminar sites 

were still three-star resort hotels and the support staff was told 

.by the Director on August 12 that he was planning a training 

program for them to begin 10 days after the last management development 

seminar was held. 

"The management training seminars are now in progress. Dozens 

of MBDA employees have been flown into the Baltimore area from the 

regional offices in San Francisco, Dallas, Atlanta, Chicago and New 

York. A total of 177 participants will attend the three seminars at 

a cost to the taxpayers of $138,000, (MORE) 
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"I have no quarrel with an agency trying to Improve its 

effectiveness. But how many of these management training seminars 

must the taxpayers support before the MBDA symphony finally plays 

in harmony and the Northbound Train reaches its final destination?" 

### 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE fiFTËR 6:30 AM, SEPTEMBER 30, 1982 FOR PH PAPERS 

senator Williain Proxmire (D,-Wis.) announced on Thursday that "I am awarding 

my Golden Fleece of tha Jtonth for September to the 190 federal officials who have been 

coddled and pampered at the expense of American taxpayers to the tune of S3.4 million 

by being provided with door-to-door chauffeur service. This is an Increase of 15 

officials, or 8% more than the results of my Carter Administration survey in 1979-" 

In releasing the results of his just-completed government-wide survey, Proxmire 

noted that "three agencies deserve special mention for their use of chauffeur service: 

: offender (with 60 officials eligible for 

* the Department of Housing and Urban Development for maintaining the most 
expensive automobile of any cabinet member (at an annual cost of $9,588, 
Secretary Pierce's car weighs in at twice the average cost); 

* and the Central Intelligence Agency for most overtime for a chauffeur (while 
the Director's chauffeur received a salary of 520,000, which is near the 
average, his overtime pay was a whopping $26,000 for a total of S46,000)." 

Proxmire is the Ranking Minority Member of the Senate Appropriations Committee and 

Vice-chairman of the Joint Economic Subcommittee on International Trade, Finances and 

Security Economics. The Fleece of the Month ia awarded for the biggest, most wasteful 

or ironic use of taxpayers' funds for the month, in the last two months, Proxmire conducted 

a survey of all major governmental agencies and departments to determine the extent of 

chauffeur service. 

"Cnly a handful of federal officials are specifically given the authority under law 

to enjoy home-to-work chauffeuring, but my survey of federal agencies demonstrates that the 

lack of legal authority has not stopped scores of federal officials from hopping into 

the bacKseat. 

"Title 31, Section 63B(a) of the U.S. Code restricts the use of government automobiles 

to "official purposes' only and 'official purposes' does NOT include door-to-door chauffeur 

service to and from home. The only exceptions provided in the law are for the President, 

the Secretary of a Department (not undersecretaries or assistant secretaries), a doctor on 

out-patient duty, individuals in field service and our diplomatic personnel abroad. 

"In addition to Title 31, Section 638(a), the Congress has provided statutory 

authority for chauffeur service for its leadership through appropriations bills. 



"My survey shows that despite a 1979 ruling by the Justice Department's Office of 

Legal Counsel interpreting the law very strictly, bureaucrats fall all over themselves 

attempting to justify this unwarranted luxury. 

"Their excuses are legendary! Here are just a few: 

"Excuse Number One. a chauffeured automobile enables me to conserve my valuable 

time and be more productive. 

"Excuse Number Two, I must often attend early morning and late night meetings ar 

public transit is often unavailable, 

"Excuse Number Three, Our offices are in a high crime precinct. 

"Excuse Number Four. My use of a chauffeured automobile is in the Government's 

"The only interest being served here is the personal convenience and desire for 

status of the federal official. There is no Government interest. 

"In reviewing all of these excuses in 1979, the Justice Department Office of 

Legal Counsel in an opinion just now made public, found that they were all invalidl T 

Justice Departznent concluded that: 'Nothing in (the law's) text, background or prior 

interpretation supports a reading so contrary to its plain meaning.' 

"The Justice Department even had a few practical suggestions for the poor, overwc 

bureaucrat needing chauffeur service; 

Ä senior official may lengthen his or her working day, if necessary, by 
coming earlier, leaving later and living closer to the office. Using 
government transportation instead is a matter of personal convenience. 

"At an average annual cost of $32,000 for this personal convenience, the Americar 

taxpayers are being billed enough to provide these bureaucrats with over 5,000 

roundtrip rides in a taxicab from Capitol Hill to Georgetown each and every year. 

"That is why I offered an amendment — which the Senate Appropriations Committee 

accepted — to the Treasury, Postal Servioe 6 General Government Appropriations Bill t 

reinforce existing law by denying funds for home-to-work transportation, except in 

rare emergencies, for any official not specifically exempted from the law. It also 

requires the Office of Management and Budget to report to the Appropriations 

Committee quarterly justifying any exceptions which are made, 

"If enacted, this legislation will go a long way to cutting down the abuses by 

high Administration officials, t̂ó longer will they be able to spend time in their 

chauffeured cars figuring out how to cut school milk programs, or reducing retirement 

benefits for social security recipients, or slashing other programs while wasting 

thousands of dollars themselves in tax funds. 

"Let them ride the bus to work to study how effective our transportation system 

is, or run to work to consider the value of federal health programs, or car pool to 

save on energy consumption as they urge.everyone else to do." 



Specific Listing By Federal agency of the Number of Federal Officials 
Receiving Chauffeur Service On a Full-Time or Occasional Basis Or Being 
Provided fl Government Vehicle on an Exclusive Basis 

The White House (6) 

The President 
The Vice-President 
Counsellor to the President 
Chief of Staff 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
Assistant for National Security Affairs 

Office of Management and Budget (2) 

Defense Department (60) 

Regular Basis (12) 
Secretary of Defense 
Deputy Secretary 
Under Secretary for Research S Engineering 
Under Secretary for Policy 
Secretaries of Army, Navy S Air Force 
Chiefs of Staff for Army, Navy S Air Force 
Conmiandar.t of Marine Corps 

Exceptional Basis (48) 
Assistant Secretaries of Defense 
General Counsel of E)epartment 
Under Secretaries of Army, Navy fi Air Force 
Vice Chiefs of Staff of Army and Air Force 
Vice Chiefs of Naval Operations 
Assistant Commandant of Marine Corps 
Assistant Secretaries of Army, Navy and Air Force 
Coiamander, Army Materiel Development & Readiness Command 
Chief, Naval Materiel 
Commander, Air Force Systems Command 
Director, Joint Staff 

Transportation Department (22) 

Regular Basis (14) 
Secretary 
Deputy Secretary 
Commandant, Coast Guard 
Coast Guard District Commanders 

Assigned Car on an Exclusive Basis (B) 
Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration 
Administrator, Federal Railroad administration 
Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Admini: 
Administrator, Urban Mass Transportation Administration 
Administrator, Saint Lawrence Seaway 
Administrator, Research G Special Programs 
Administrator, Maritime Administration 

State Department (13) 

Secretary 
Deputy Secretary 
Under Secretary for Political Affairs 
Under Secretary for Management 
Under Secretary for Economics 
Under Secretary for Security Assistance 
Chief of Protocol 
Arms Control Disarmament Director 
U.S. Representative to the UN* 
Deputy U.S. Representative 
Alternative U.S. Representative for Special Political Affairs 
Deputy Representative to Security Council 
U.S. Representative on Economic and Social Council 

(*fQr U.S, UN Representative, chauffeured vehicles are maintained in NCY & DC) 



Justice Department (4) 

Attorney General 
Deputy Attorney General 
Director, Federal Bureau of investigations 
Solicitor General (during Supreme Court term) 

Treasury Department {4} 

Secretary 
Deputy Secretary 
Under Secretary for Monetary Affairs 
Comptroller of the Currency 

Health and Human Services (3) 

Secretary 
Oommissioner, Social Security {occasional use) 
Administrator, Health Care Financing 

Administration (occastional use) 

Agriculture Department [2] 

Housing and Urban Development (2) 

Secretary 
Under Secretary (since discontinued as a result 

of an Inspector General investigation) 

Labor Department (2) 

Secretary 

Under Secretary (exclusive use of car) 

Commerce Department {I) 

Secretary 

Education Department (1) 

Secretary 

Interior Department (1) 

Secretary 

Energy De^iartment (I) 

Secretary 

Congress (11) 

President Pro Tempore 
Majority Leader 
Minority Leader 
Majority Whip 
Minority Whip 

speaker 
Majority Leader 
Minority Leader 
Majority Whip 
Minority Whip 

Architect of the Capitol 

The Judicial Branch tl) 

The Chief Justice 

Agencies, Corporations, Insti­
tutions J17) 

President of Amtrak 
President and Executive Vice President 
of Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation 

President and Chairman of the Board, 
Synthetic Fuels Corporation 

Postmaster General 
Deputy Postmaster General 
Director and Deputy Director, U.S. 

International Conmunications Agency 
Public Printer, Government Printing 
Office {since discontinued) 

Smithsonian - 3 {using non-appropriated 
funds according to their letter) 

Administrator, Agency for International 
Development 

Director, ACTION (occasional use) 
Director, Central Intelligeney Agency 
Deputy Director, Central Intelligence 
Agency 

Regulatory Commissions, Boards (30) 

Commissioner, Federal Trade Commission 
on occasion, 4 commissioners 

Commissioner, Civil Aeronautics Board; 
on occasion, 4 commissioners 

Chairman, Securities G Exchange Comm.j 
on occasion, 4 conmissioners 

Chairman, Merit Systems Protection Board 
Chairman and Director, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 

Chairman, Federal Communications Coram. 
Chairman and 4 Commissioners, 
commodity Futures Trading Commission 
(all on an occasional use) 

Chairman, Federal Reserve Board 
Chairman and 4 commissioners. National 

Labor Relations Board (occasional 



HIGHLIGHTS OF̂  THE PROXMIRE SURVEY OH THE USE OF GOVERHMENT AUTOMOBILES 

The Vforst offender continues to be the Department of Defense with 60 officials 
eligible for this service {12 on a daily basis and 48 others occasionally 
home-to-work transportation). 

The Transportation Department comes in Second with 22 officials ¡14 officials 
receive home-to-work transportation regularly and B Administrators have a oar 
exclusively under their control). 

The Congress comes in third with 11 officials including the Senate's President 
Pro Tempore, Majority and Minority Leaders and Majority and Minority Whips. On 
the House side, the Speaker, Majority arid Minority Leaders and Whips are provided 
with automobiles. The Architect of the Capitol is also provided with a car. 

The survey found that the average cost of maintaining an automobile was $4,054 
per year, which includes leasing and depreciation costs. This figure is just 
slightly less than the Defense Department's estimate of $4,074 per year per 
automobile. 

The highest costs for automobiles for Cabinet officers were : 

+Department of Housing and Urban Develoiaient — $9,588 per year 
+Departmönt of Energy — 7,900 per year 
+Department of Interior — 7,010 per year 

([tote: The Secretary of State's vehicle «as not included in this comparison 
because of the difficulty in developing comparable estimates in light of the 
special security equipment which has been added to his automobile,) 

The average cost of a civilian driver (averaging the first 33 estimates 
received) was $28,145, which compares to an average cost reported by the 
Department of Defense of S35,290, for civilian drivers. The lower figure 
was used for all estimates. 

The overtime costs for government chauffeurs which were reported substantiate 
the General Accounting Office findings just Issued on this subject. Of the 
33 reports of overtime costs for government drivers received, the average 
yearly payment for overtime was $11,205.60. 

Three agencies reported chauffeurs receiving overtime pay in excess of their 
yearly salary: 

+Central Intelligence Agency — Overtime of $26,615 on a base salary of 
$20,009 for a total of $46,625 

+Commerce Department — Overtime of $23,922 on a base salary of 
$17,738 for a total of $41,660 

+State Department — Overtime of $19,489 on a base salary of 
$18,720 for a total of $41,660 

The number of officials eligible for exclusive use of a government autonsibile or 
chauffeur service is compiled from the attached list. In summary, there are 
183 on the list including 1 from the Judiciary, 11 from Congress, 6 from the 
White House and 2 from 0MB, 116 from the Executive Cabinet Departments, 17 from 
Agencies, Corporations and Institutions and 30 from Regulatory Commissions and 
Boards. The figure "190" is based on additional estimates from the Small Business 
Administration, General Accounting Office, the veterans Adailnistration, 
and Office of Personnel Management, which have not officially responded. 



OFFICE OF 

, SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

i 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1982 FOR PMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.3 Wednesday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month award for October to the Office of Management and Budget for 

"letting Governinent big-shots eat high off the hog in 22 private dining 

rooms at an annual cost to the taxpayer of over $2,300,000. This month's 

Fleece is particularly ironic since the President has directed that those 

who specifically benefit from government subsidies should be required to 

pay the full costs of that subsidy. This fleece is based on a government 

wide survey of executive dining room costs--the first of its kind. Details 

for each agency are attached to this statement." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations Committee 

and a former Chairman of the Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee. 

The Fleece is given monthly to the most ridiculous, wasteful, or ironic 

use of the taxpayer's money for that period. 

"The President directed that each government agency apply 'uniform 

principles of cost recovery' when preparing its 1983 budget. These 

principles were: 

o determining 'the extent to which benefits accure to clearly 

identifiable users' and; 

o recovering 'the cost of providing those benefits through the use 

of specific fees instead of placing the burden on the general taxpayer.' 

"These are sound principles and the Office of Management and Budget 

recommended that a number of specific fees be charged. Somehow, one 

group of 'clearly identifiable users' escaped OMB's fabled eye--Government 

executives. These executives can still dine in exclusive dining rooms 

and place most of the 'burden on the general taxpayer.' 

"And quite a burden it is. The taxpayer pays about $2,300,000 so that 

these executives can be cooked for, waited on, and cleaned up after in 

splendid surroundings. These executives, who normally earn over SSS,000, 

pay about $500,000 towards the cost of their meals and are subsidized 

at a rate of 82%, Wouldn't it be nice if every taxpayer could walk 

into a swanky restaurant and have Uncle Sam pick up 82% of the tab like 

these officials? 

"The Pentagon makes the greatest use of this privilege. The Secretary 

of Defense has a private dining room. Not to be outdone, so do the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, 



The taxpayer pays about $1,814,400 toward the cost of these dining rooms 

while the brass chips in about $366,400 or a net subsidy of nearly 83 Ï. 

"Not every Department has an executive dining room. Although the 

Secretaries of Energy and Housing and Urban Development may have to miss 

a cabinet meeting because of the loss of face, their Departments manage 

to get along without a dining room for big-shots. Even the Senate manag. 

to almost break even on its dining rooms--it lost less than one 

"I suggest that the President add a new principle to his list of 

'uniform principles of cost recovery' for next year's budget: What is 

sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. 

"Economy begins at home and Government executives making decisions 

on how and when to cut social security, food stamps, Medicare and Medica 

should provide the example of frugality by eliminating their own governi 

subsidy programs." 



Executive Dining Rooms in 
the Washington, D.C. Area 

Agency 

Department of Defense: 
Sec. of Defense 

Chiefs of Staff 

Dept. of Army 

j)m:m, Aiex. VA 

Dept. of Air Force 

Dept. of Navy 

Operating 

Costs C$000) 

$453.0 

262.3 

449.2 
108.8 

450.5 

457.0 

Subtotal, $2,180.8 
Pentagon 

Department of Health 
and Human Services 

Department of Commerce 
Department of Justice: 

Department 

FBI 
Subtotal, DOJ 

Department of Labor 

Department of State: 
Sec. 
Dep. Sec. 
Executives. 

55.3 
49.9 

38.9 

66.7 
$105.6 

40.5 

8.9 
6,0 
72.4 

Subtotal, State $87.3 

National Aeronautics 
and Space Admin. 

U.S. Postal Service 
Department of Treasury 
Export-Import Bank 
Department of Education 

69.6 
44.6 
49.7 
15.4 
16.7 

Department of Agriculture 7.0 
Department of Interior 

Dept. J3f Transportation; 
Secretary 
USCG Flag Mess 

not in 

131.6 
55.6 

Subtotal, Trans$187,2 

GRAND TOTAL $2909.6 

Sales 

Revenues 

$108.2 

50.0 

77.6 
11.4 

80.1 

59.1 

$366.4 

20.0 
16.7 

1.4 

S.l 
$6.5 

3.7 

3.0 
2.0 

45.0 
Î50.0 

7.9 

10.0 

4.1 

operation 

17.0 
11.0 

$28.0 

$513.3 

Taxpayer 

Subsidy 

344.8 

212.3 

371.6 
97,4 

370.4 

417.9 

$1,814.4 

35.3 
33,2 

37.5 

61.6 
$99.1 

36.8 

5.9 
4.0 
27.4 

$37.3 

61.7 
44.6 
39.7 
15.4 
12.6 

7,0 

114.6 
44,6 

$159.2 

$2396.3 

Authorized Users 

Deputy A/S of Defense 
and equivalent 
Gen./Flag Officers, Civilian 
Agency Heads 
Maj. Gen., SES4 and above 
Commanding General 
and Guests 
GS-16, SES 1, Brig. Gen. 
and above. 

0-7, SES 1, Level V and 
above 

SES 1, Level V and above 
Asst. Sec. or equivalent 

Sec, and guests, Dept. 
Executives 
Director, members of 
executive conference 

SES, Executive Level 

Secretary and guests 

Deputy Sec, and guests 
GS-15 and above 

GS-IS and above 
Agency head and guests 
GS-15 and above 
Agency heads and guests 
Secretary and guests 
Secretary and guests 

Executive level 
GS-15 and above 

Note: The following agencies reported having no executive/private dining i 

Department of Energy 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
ACTION 
Environmental Protection Agency 
General Services Administration 
Office of Personnel Management 
Small Business Administration 
Veterans Administration 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1982 FOR SUNDAY AMS 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month award for November to the Public Health Service for "letting 

well-heeled doctors welsh on student loans financed by the taxpayer. 

The average doctor earns over $80,000, about four times as much as the 

average family. In February of this year, those who had received these 

loans were delinquent in repaying $28.1 million. Of this amount, about 

$S million may be uncollectable. About 11Ï of those receiving loans 

were delinquent in making payments. Podiatrists had the highest rate 

of delinquencies and veterinarians the lowest. The taxpayer may have 

to foot the bill for 22î of the podiatrists compared to 64 of the 

veterinarians who are dogging it. 

"This sorry record leads me to believe that some of these 

doctors must have taken the hypocritical rather than the Hippocratic oath. 

Paying these debts is one doctor's prescription the patient taxpayer 

should not have to fill." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a former Chairman of the Banking, Housing and Urban 

Affairs Committee, He awards a monthly Fleece to the most wasteful, 

ridiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayer's money for that period. 

"The Public Health Service administers a program which provides 

low-interest loans to medical, osteopathic, dental, veterinary, 

optometry, pharmacy, and podiatry students. The loans can be repaid over 

a ten year period with a three year grace period provided under 

certain circumstances. Interest is charged but at the subsidized 

rate of nine percent. The Federal Government pays for 90 percent 

of the loan while the school antes the remaining 10 percent. 

"Here are some facts regarding the Public Health Service's 

malpractice while administering this program, 

o 839 loans, valued at $1.6 million, have been delinquent more 

than five years and are probably uncollectable because of the statute 

of limitations. 

Ü 442 doctors, who were behind on their repayments, received 

$12.4 million from medicare and medicaid during 1980 and 19ei--an 

average of $28,000 apiece. 

(OVER) 



o The Department of Health and Human Services, the Public 

Health Service's parent department, employed 40 doctors who were 

behind and 20 of these had salaries exceeding $40,000. 

o 83 of the delinquent doctors were employed by 19 universities 

including: Harvard (25), University of Illinois (11), University of 

Mississippi (7), University of California (6), Wake Forest University (5), 

Ohio State University (5), and Heharry Medical College (5). 

"After dragging their feet for 20 years, the Department of Health 

and Human Services, the Public Health Sisrvlce, and the participating 

universities have begun to improve their administration of this 

program--a long overdue effort. The Congress recently passed, and 

the President signed into law, the Debt Collection Act. This new law 

provides additional means by which debts owed to Uncle Sam can be 

collected. I urge the Department to make quick use of these new 

powers to collect these loans. 

"Despite these recent improvements, the Public Health Service 

fiddled around for 20 years, letting these debts accumulate. They 

richly deserve this month's Fleece for that delay," 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1982 FOR PM PAPERS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Monday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month award for December to the Social Security Administration (SSA) 

for "putting together a high-priced team of employees to plan a move 

to a new computer center and then shelling out $6.7 million to 

consultants to do the same work. The SSA spent this money even though 

its staff had recommended against hiring the consultants because their 

team could do the job. This is one moving experience the harried 

taxpayer should not have had to endure." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and a former Chairman of the Banking, Housing and Urban 

Affairs Committee. He awards a Golden Fleece monthly to the most 

wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayer's money for that 

period, 

"The SSA Started planning for this move back in 1979, but it 

actually took place during the summer of 1982. Their experience proves 

that too many cooks spoil the broth. 

"When the SSA decided to move to the new computer center, they 

set up a project move team of SSA employees specifically to plan and 

direct the move. This team consisted of 11 people including: one GS-IS 

($48,553-57,500), three GS-14s ($41,277-53,661), five GS-13s 

($54,930-45,406), and two GS-12s ($29,374-38,185). Each employee of 

this team had to have 'the expressed capability to prepare comprehensive 

move plans.' The team was responsible for preparing such plans 

and for 'independently assuming full control and directly coordinating 

all activities' regarding the move. 

"So far, so good. But then SSA management apparently realized 

that they might be criticized if anything went wrong and decided to 

buy some bureaucratic-failure insurance. 

"They hired a consultant to prepare an 'independent evaluation' 

of the plans for moving to the new center. This contract lasted 

six months and cost the taxpayer $99,729. Then SSA management awarded 

another contract to this consultant immediately after the first 

contract expired. This one was for 'progress reviews' and an assessment 

of 'relocation implementation planning.' Management estimated that 

(OVER) 



this contract would cost $345,000, but it finally cost the taxpayer 

a whopping $650,277. 

"One consultant, and two contracts, still were not enough 

insurance for SSA management. They hired still another consultant to 

'provide the detailed planning' for the move to the new center. 

They awarded this contract without a proper technical review and 

without adequately specifying what services the consultant was to 

provide. As a result, the final cost of the contract was over 

$5,9 million instead of the $1.5 million which SSA had initially 

estimated, 

"Before the SSA awards a consulting contract, it has the proposal 

reviewed to determine if its employees could do the work. In each 

of the three examples I have cited, a unit within SSA examined what 

the move team was responsible for doing and what the consultant 

was to do and concluded that no consultant was needed! Their advice 

was ignored. 

"The Social Security Administration deserves the Fleece because 

of the offhand way it spent the taxpayer's money at a time when 

the social security trust fund was running into financial problems. 

The money SSA paid to the two consultants would have paid for the 

average monthly benefit check for about 16,500 social security 

beneficiaries. That is the real tragedy of this bureaucratic bungling," 

«## 



SUMMARY OF FLEECES - 1983 

January - Economic Development Adrainistration 

For allowing US cities and non-profit organizations to misuse 
a $198 million federal loan fund dedicated to creating local jobs. 

February - General Services Administration 

For wasting $1.5 million—with a potential for $13 raillion more--
trying to renovate an old train station in Nashville, Tennessee. 

March - Department of the Navy 

For spending $11,225 to decorate a Navy captain's office. 

April - Department of Housing and Urban Development 

For wasting over $1.2 million, at one area office, by paying 
several times for work done once, by approving loan payments on 
non-existant loans, and by blinking at excessive management fees 
for public housing projects. 

May - National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

For spending $22,700 to seek out composers and artists who would 
like to spend taxpayers' money on art and music in a future space station, 

June - National Institute of Education 

For a flagrant failure to keep tabs on a $900,000 government contract. 
This resulted in about $500,000 of the taxpayers' money being blown 
on everything from unsecured personal loans to purchasing a disco and 
promoting a rock concert. 

July - U.S. Coast Guard 

For spending $1.1 million to build a boat repair station at 
Cape Hatteras, North Carolina, which sat empty and unused for about a year. 

August - U.S. District Court Judges of Atlanta, GA 

For fixing the jury on design and construction at the Richard B. 
Russell Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse and then serving the 
taxpayers with their bill for an extra $7 million. 

September - Department of the Army 

For spending about $20,000 to prepare 30,000 fancy, multi-colored 
pamphlets explaining how to play King of the Hill. 

October - Dept. of Housing k Urban Developnent (HUD) 

Wasted $232,000 o f taxpayers' money 'by miscalculating ren ta l payments. 
Tenants in thes^ projects pay 23% of rent and landlords vho ovn housing submit claims 
t o HUD. 

Hovember - Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) 

Clipped the taxpayer of $lt5 million by allowing Medicare to foot the b i l l 
for cutt ing toenai l s . 

December - Economic Development Administration (EDA) 

Allowed firm to viola te terms of a $2.5 million federal loon by loaning 
$500,000 in te res t free to cos^any's sole stocJüiolder, paying $31'',320 in cash for a 
helicopter - used 'by sole stockholder, purchasing a $65,000 lakeside cabin end 
spending $1,7 million on other questionable t ransact ions . 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:50 P.M, MONDAY. FEBRUARY 14, 19S5 FOR TUESDAY AHs 

Sen. William Proxmire CD-Wis.) Monday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month award for February to the General Services Administration 

for "wasting $1.5 million--with a potential for $13 million more--

trying to renovate an old train station in Nashville, Tennessee. 

This project, which began nearly seven years ago, has survived the 

Reagan Administration's budget cutting despite overwhelming evidence 

showing that costs were underestimated and that the space was unneeded. 

To add insult to injury, a flock of roosting pigeons--that's right, 

- pigeons--made this turkey of a project their home and it cost the 

taxpayer $500,000 to clean up after them." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Committee. 

He awards a Golden Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, 

or ironic use of the taxpayers' money. This month's winner--the 

General Services Administration (GSA)--is the landlord for much of 

the Federal Government. 

"The story begins in 1976 when Congress passed the Public 

Buildings Cooperative Use Act. That law authorized GSA to 'acquire 

and utilize space in suitable buildings of historic, architectural, or 

cultural Significance, unless use of such space would not prove 

feasible and prudent compared with available alternatives.' 

"The Administrator of GSA saw an opportunity to expand his 

bureaucratic empire, but believed that his employees were not moving 

fast enough to acquire these more classy buildings. He ordered 

his employees to pursue 'an aggressive program to significantly improve 

that record.' 

"I. iact. „ th, f„ll„„i„j ,„„te d»o„strates. he ordered th.t these 

l.u.ld,„gs be .cuired befçxe GSA t„,„ .hether the space would be needed-

'In essence then, th. Identification of the need win i„ „ 3 ^ „ „ , 

follov the identification of the building.. 

"By no., GSA'S bureaucrats had to find and renovate an historic 

building. When a railroad offered to donate a dilapidated, hut 

'..storic, railroad station in Nashville, it appeared their praters had 

been answered. 

COVER) 



- 2 -

"But when officials in GSA's regional office took a closer 

look at the station, they discovered what a turkey they had on their 

hands. They estimated that the Government could construct a brand 

new building for $10,2 raillion. And the cost of renovating the station? 

About $14.4 million! 

"The Central Office refused to accept this cost estimate. They 

sent a team to Nashville to 're-evaluate' the project. After this 

visit, the regional office saw the light and prepared a proposal for 

Congress which estimated the cost of renovating the station at 

$7.2 million. The Congress approved this proposal. 

"In April of 1979, the General Accounting Office issued a report 

on the Nashville project. They found that Congress did not have 

'complete and reliable information on several important issues concerning, 

the merits of the proposed renovation.' They also believed that 'Ger.eral 

Services efforts stemmed from its desire to acquire the train station 

building, rather than the need for additional space.' GSA's Administrator 

disagreed indignantly. 'The critical report ... leads me to believe that 

the GAG is intent upon frustrating, without justification, GSA's efforts 

to implement the Public Buildings Cooperative Use Act of 1976. In 

the regard, I believe the proposed renovation of the Nashville 

Station is an outstanding example of the implementation of the Act.' 

"But while the Administrator was bestowing this glowing endorse­

ment of the project, the building itself was falling apart. Pigeons 

had been roosting in the vacant building, and their droppings were 

a major health hazard. The station had to be decontaminated--twice--at 

a cost of over $500,000. 

"These problems did not stop the GSA from going ahead with design 

of the project in January of last year. GSA then discovered that 

the post office building, which is located nearby and in good 

condition, will be available sometime in 1987. This building contains 

far more space than the Government will need in Nashville. 

"Despite the critical GAO report, despite local and regional 

officials' conclusions that the space is unneeded, GSA cannot 

make up its mind to end this project. I urge the GSA to act now and 

stop making a pigeon of the taxpayer before an additional $13 million 

is wasted. There have been far too many boo-boos made while trying 

to renovate this old choo-choo station." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6;30 A.M. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 1985 FOR PMS 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday released the text of a 

letter written to the Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee 

responding to his request that Senators identify defense activities 

in their states that could be eliminated or cutback. 

"During this year when the defense budget needs to be cut 

back sharply, I welcome Chairman Tower's interest in finding specific 

defense projects and installations that could be cut back or 

eliminated in various states. 

"For Wisconsin, I have offered up the Extremely Low Frequency 

communications system (ELF). I., have recommended that it be struck 

from the defense budget with a five year savings of over $230 million. 

"My most recent poll sent to 100,000 Wisconsin residents (with 

12,000 responding) found that 60% of our citizens oppose the deployment 

of ELF. This is one system we can gladly give up for the sake of 

greater economies in the Department of Defense." 

A copy of the Proxmire letter follows: 

(OVER) 



The Honorable John Tower 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr, Chairman: 

In response to your inquiry that Members of Congress 
indicate what specific defense installations in their 
state be recommended for closure, let me say that I welcome 
your interest and I am prepared to offer a suggestion which 
will save your Committee over $230 million alone--from my 
state and one other. 

The Navy plans to deploy the Extremely Low Frequency 
communications system in Wisconsin and Michigan. In the 
spirit of giving up projects of economic importance to my 
State I offer up ELF. At a cost of $230 million, you could 
make significant budgetary savings over the next five 
years. It will cause some local unemployment and loss of 
some federal dollars but I am sure that the people of 
Wisconsin will make this sacrifice for the national good, 

Hy most recent poll of over 100,000 Wisconsin residents 
found that 60% of our citizens oppose the deployment of 
ELF. With 12,000 responses from all over the state, I think 
this clearly shows that our residents are willing to reduce 
defense spending in this area even though it occurs in our 
State. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

William Proxmire, U.S.S. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY, APRIL 28. 1985 FOR FRIDAY AMs 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the ijonth Award for April to the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development for, "wasting over $1.2 million, at one area office, by 

paying several times for work done once, by approving loan payments 

on non-existant loans, and by blinking at excessive management fees 

for public housing projects. HUD's administration of these programs 

is eating the taxpayer out of house and home." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and he serves on the Appropriations 

Committee. He awards a Golden Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, 

ridiculous or ironic use of the taxpayers' money. 

"The Congress has enacted a number of laws intended to help poor 

people find and pay for better housing. HUD's management of these 

laws demonstrates that landlords can do well by doing good. 

"HUD policy is to allow rents which are sufficient to pay for 

loan costs, operating costs, and a reasonable return to the owner. 

Because of the various Federal subsidies involved, the taxpayer winds 

up paying for about 75 percent of the rent. Before HUD approves a 

proposed rent increase, it requires the project owner to submit a 

financial statement and a detailed justification of the need for an 

increase. The only acceptable justifications ;ire 'a bona fide increase 

in operating expenses or real estate taxes,' 

"In theory, these rules should protect the taxpayer and the 

tenant. In practice, both are sheep ready for shearing. 

"HUD gives the data justifying the need for a rent increase only 

a cursory review. It approved unjustified rent increases for 12 

of the 13 projects analyzed at HUD's San Francisco area office. 

Here are some examples of increases approved mostly during 1982: 

--HUD counted the cost of guard service twice and added over 

$161,000 to the rent at one project. 

--HUD approved a grounds maintenance proposal and increased 

the rent by $60,000. But the contract cost less than $49,000 a year 

so the taxpayer paid $11.000 a year--apparently for nothing. 
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--HUD permitted over $200,000 in non-recurring capital costs 

to be included in the rental base as operating costs. The taxpayer 

pays, year after year, for work done once every five or ten years. 

--HUD allowed property owners to be paid for the costs of loans 

even though the loan had not been made or was smaller than anticipated. 

For example, HUD allowed one property owner a rent increase to pay 

for a $356,000 yearly mortgage although the actual payment was $276,000. 

"HUD pays management fees which are about double what their 

own criteria say they should be. The taxpayer will pay at least 

$95,000 more a year because of these higher fees. 

"This is management of the Winkin, Blinkin, and Nod school. 

Because faceless bureaucrats can make decisions which will enable 

property owners to buy that spiffy new Cadillac, HUD's careless 

management is an open invitation to fraud. 

"I have asked the General Accounting Office to examine HUD's 

management practices nationwide and advise me if this administrative 

discretion should be legislatively limited." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:50 P.M, TUESDAY. MAY 24^ 1985 FOR WEDNESDAY AMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month for May to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

for "spending $22,700 to seek out composers and artists who would like 

to spend taxpayers' money on art and music in a future space station. 

"This flat note in NASA's symphony leads me to conclude that 

NASA itself may be getting 'spacey'. The arts and sciences should 

act in concert, but this is enough to drive the taxpayers 'luney'." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs Committee and he serves on the Senate Appropriations 

Committee, He awards a Golden Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, 

ridiculous or ironic use of the taxpayers' money. 

"The purpose of the grant by NASA is to examine the possibility 

of using artists and the arts in a NASA space station in the future. 

According to a member of NASA's Space Station Task Force as quoted 

in the Seattle Post Intelligencer: 

'We're not yet thinking of a permanent colony, or a 
place where humans can live with their families, but a 
permanent station in space where different people can 
take 90 day tours.'• 

"If interest is found in the space arts concept, NASA could 

fund selected arts programs for this space station -- which is yet 

to be approved or funded either by the Administration or Congress 

and is not scheduled for deployment even if approved until 1990 

or later. Estimated costs for a space station range from $3 billion 

to $20 billion depending on a number of variables. 

"According to the application which NASA approved. Federal 

taxpayers will pay to: 

'(1) jurvev existing literature in a broad range of 
disciplines on the interactions or"ârts and science, and 
their cross influences. 

_C2)^SolÍ£Ít and summarize oginions from a broad range 
9J.:,lÄiSRtl4£.&^5CLÄrtists who have "expressed an interest in 
utilizing space as ¿""meHî'iïm for art endeavor. 

(3) Potentially, solicit brief proposals from artists 
interested in this area, and summarize these for further 
consideration by NASA.' 



"In other wor4s.,_tIASÅ_j-s—paying-gQo.d..m:QnB.y_.tQ..uncJ3Xej, artistic 

ways to spend money on or at .a space station. This is as productive 

as pouring money up, down, through,, out, or in one of the universe's 

black holes. 

"Among the examples listed in the application for possible 

space art and music were the following: '"fellowships" for composers 

to work in space; conceptual artists to experiment with new arrangements 

of materials in zero g (gravity) situations which would be visible 

from earth; or visual artists to participate as design team members 

for the internal and external form of the station itself.' 

"This is part of a larger program, which NASA says, '. . . may lead 

to innovative uses of a future space station. . . This is in line 

with NASA's desire to involve space station users early in the planning 

process so that user requirements will be fully considered in the 

design and construction of hardware.' 

"I do not question the sincerity of those involved in approving 

this proposal. But, in this time of sky-rocketing deficits of 

more than $200 billion and severe budgetary limitations on the 

important scientific work of NASA, why is it necessary for the agency 

to fund an individual to go out to solicit proposals which might 

result in the spending of scarce federal funds on this type of activity? 

Artful Enterprises have their place, but this is not pleasing to 

my palette." • . . ... 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:50 P.M. MONDAY, MAY 50, 1985 FOR TUESDAY AMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis,) in a follow-up to one of his 

Golden Fleece awards Monday made public a General Accounting Office 

report concluding that the Pentagon's provision of personnel, 

chauffeurs, aides, and other support for the 1981 inauguration of • 

President Reagan was "without proper legal authority." 

Proxmire is a Member of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee. 

In February of 1981 he gave the Presidential Inauguration Committee 

a 'Golden Fleece' for claiming that no public money had been spent 

on the inaugural while conveniently overlooking the $1,8 million in 

inaugural support that came out of the Pentagon's budget. To this 

day Inaugural Committee members still claim that no public funds 

were spent. 

"In support of the President's inaugural activities, the 

Inaugural Committee commandeered 1,555 Marines, soldiers, sailors 

and other service personnel to act as chauffeurs and aides to 

274 inaugural VIPs as well as several hundred additional inaugural 

celebrants, 

"Of the 1.535 uniformed personnel, 616 served as drivers, 175 

served as personal military escorts to VIPs and 529 served as 

'social aides' on call at the various festivities. Over 250,000 

miles were driven by ferrying members of the Inaugural Committee 

and other VIPs around town--the equivalent of driving from Washington, D.C. 

to Rancho Cielo and back 47 times, 

"Immediately after the inauguration activities I asked the 

Comptroller General to determine the legality of the Pentagon's 

operation. The Comptroller General has responded by stating in a 

report to me: 

There is no specific statutory authority for DOD 
to provide chauffeurs, personal escorts and social 
aides, as well as other non-safety and non-medical 
support, for inaugural activities, nor are many 
of DOD's inaugural activities covered by more 
general authorities such as the Economy Act or those which 
support expenditures for local community relations 
activities, 
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Lack of a statutory base for this support has 
resulted in practices questionable on policy as 
well as legal grounds. 

. "The Comptroller General found that DOD could provide expenses 

for its personnel actually participating themselves in the ceremony 

plus medical and safety support. But logistics and administrative 

support for other participants was clearly ruled out. 

"Similar though less extensive support was provided by the 

Pentagon for the Inauguration of President Carter in 1977. For 

example the Carter Inaugural used 8,529 military personnel compared 

to the Reagan total of 11,430, 

"The irony of these facts is that the Reagan Administration came 

to office riding a campaign of national frugality and reductions 

in expenditures. And the first thing they did was commandeer 

military personnel at a cost of $1.8 million to the taxpayers. 

"1 personally think that the 1981 Inaugural Committee should 

reimburse the Pentagon for all its expenses. After all, this 

money was taken out of a defense program the President has 

called essential to our security--a defense budget he says 

should not be reduced without harm to our national security. 

If this is true, then come on Inaugural Committee--cough up the 

$1.8 million! 

"The Congress needs to establish specific guidelines for what 

DOD can and cannot contribute to future inaugural activities. 

We can no longer live under the fiction, promoted by the Inaugural 

Committee, that only private funds were spent." 

### 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSlf 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. SUNDAY. JUNE 26, 1985 FOR MONDAY AMS 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month Award for June to the National Institute of Education (NIE) 

for a "flagrant failure to keep tabs on a $900,000 government contract. 

This resulted in about $500,000 of the taxpayers' money being blown 

on everything from unsecured personal loans to purchasing a disco 

and promoting a rock concert. Instead of doing their homework, the 

NIE bureaucrats were caught napping, 

"In my grade book, the NIE gets an F- for protecting the Nation's 

taxpayers but an A+ for promoting waste, fraud and abuse. They 

should be given a dunce cap, a good rap on the knuckles, and made to 

stand in the corner for a fiscal year." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Committee. 

He awards a Fleece monthly to the most ridiculous, wasteful, or 

ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"This month's Fleece, like most, has a humorous twist to it, 

but this one also merits review by the Justice Department. Therefore, 

I am sending the Attorney General a copy of the internal audit reports 

done by the Education Department, These reports are the basis of 

this Fleece, 

"The NIE sponsors a number of conferences each year on topics 

such as Urban Superintendents Network and National State-of-the-art 

Conference on Principalship, They hire consulting firms to arrange 

these conferences--a doubtful idea in itself, 

"These consultants are responsible for setting up the meetings, 

reimbursing those who attend for their travel costs, and paying 

honoraria when earned. The consultants submit their bills to NIE 

which should review them for accuracy and only then pay the tab. This 

is how things should work. But here is what the NIE let happen 

between January, 1980 and May 14, 1981, when a bankruptcy spilled the 

dirty linen, 

"The NIE stood by while over $100,000 in personal loans were made. 

According to the Education Department auditors, 'Our review showed 

that l_ the consulting firm_7 loaned three of its corporate executives 

$100,676 which was not repaid.' (OVER) 



"They turned a blind eye while Federal funds were used to 

support private, profit-making businesses. At least nine unrelated 

firms were run from the same offices paid for through the NIE consulting 

contract. Yet up to 98 percent of overhead costs, including travel 

and pay costs, incurred by these unrelated businesses were charged to 

the NIE and, ultimately, to the taxpayer, 

"The auditors said that these businesses added to the Government's 

cost by using 'administrative staff, space, communications, etc. at 

little or not cost to themselves.' In addition to rock concerts and 

discos, these firms were involved in real estate speculation, mining 

ventures in Greece, and aircraft sales to Bangladesh. 

"The NIE handed over more than $70,000 to cover travel costs 

and honoraria for several conferences. Investigators discovered 

that this money did not go to the intended recipients. Because the 

NIB later had to pay these overdue bills, the poor taxpayers were 

socked twice with the same bill, 

"The NIE had received numerous indications that the contract 

had problems. They received five earlier warnings that travel costs 

were not being paid but continued with business as usual. 

"How could the NIE watch this mess develop and not stop it? 

The answer: the contract division thought the project officers, 

who were responsible for supervising the conferences, should also 

check the bills to make certain they were proper. The project 

officers--guess what--thought the contract division should be doing 

the checking. The bills, of course, were not checked, only paid." 

### 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, JULY 26, 1985 FOR TUESDAY PHS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for July to the U.S, Coast Guard for "spending 

$1,1 million to build a boat repair station at Cape Hatteras, North 

Carolina, which sat empty and unused for about a year. Why? Because 

the Coast Guard forgot to assign anyone to work there, that's why! 

"The Coast Guard should consider changing its motto from 'Always 

Ready' to 'Never Remember,' The taxpayer can be forgiven for having 

a sinking feeling about this boat repair station." 

Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Committee, 

He awards a Fleece monthly to the most ridiculous, wasteful, or ironic 

use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"The case of the forgotten repair station started back in 1975. 

The district office decided they needed a building in which to repair 

boats during bad weather. They estimated such a building would 

cost $500,000. 

"The Commandant of the Coast Guard disapproved this proposal in 

1977. He was not convinced that the new building was needed, 

"The district office would not take 'no' for an answer and prepared 

an analysis showing that the Coast Guard would save money by 

repairing the boats itself instead of having private companies do the 

work. The analysis assumed that staff would be transferred from 

other Coast Guard stations, that no additional salary costs would be 

incurred. 

"The Commandant then approved the proposal in 1979 and in 1980 

Congress appropriated $1.1 million for the new building. By December 

of 1981, the building was ready for use. 

"There it sat, unused, day in and day out. Months passed, 

the seasons changed, and still no one appeared to work in the building. 

"Finally, after about a year, the Coast Guard assigned a skeleton 

staff to the building. Listen to their explanation of this incident: 

'We accurately and correctly demonstrated the benefits which would 

result from a ¿new buildingj but we totally overlooked the 

fact that if you increase activity at a unit, you can expect 

additional staffing will be needed to do the work,' 
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"Think about that for a moment before you take your next boat 

ride. The government agency charged with search and rescue on the 

high seas 'totally overlooked the fact' that additional people 

would be needed to work in a new $1.1 million building! 

"Now comes the insult. To move boats from the water to the 

repair building, the Coast Guard purchased a $45,750 boat hoist. 

They successfully tested it by moving the largest boat available--one 

44 feet long and weighing 20 tons. Because the repair building 

was 20x40 feet in size, moving this boat should have been a 

reasonable test for anybody, 

"But not for the Coast Guard. They decided the hoist should 

have to lift a 30 ton load. A boat this size would scarcely fit into 

the new building. But the Coast Guard--Always Ready?--built a 30 

ton test weight--at a cost of over $1,400, What happened when they 

used this weight, which was shaped more like a brick than a boat? 

The hoist broke and repairs will cost around $12,000. 

"The Coast Guard hoisted the taxpayer on its petard once again. 

"This new building is within sight of the area where Blackbeard 

the pirate was killed. He used a sword to commit piracy. Now the 

Coast Guard has shown that when it comes to modern-day buccaneering, 

the pen, applied to a government check, is truly mightier than the 

sword." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI] 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:50 P.M. SUNDAY. AUGUST 28, 1985 FOR MONDAY AMS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) gave his Golden Fleece of the 

Month Award for August to the U.S. District Court judges of 

Atlanta, Georgia for "fixing the jury on design and construction at 

the Richard B. Russell Federal Building and U.S. Courthouse and then 

serving the taxpayers with their bill for an extra $7 million. The 

Atlanta judges really flipped their wigs on this one, forcing the 

General Services Administration (GSA) to make hundreds of last 

minute design changes to suit their whims. I rule the Atlanta court 

totally out of order." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations 

Committee. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most ridiculous, 

wasteful or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period, 

"The $47 million Atlanta courthouse project was originally 

designed in the 1960s. But in 1977, a good two years into the 

actual construction, the Federal judges started making their demands. 

The list of changes included building a total of six jury rooms to 

serve just four courtrooms. Another change provided for an 

oversized, but seldom used chamber for 'ceremonial' occasions. 

Their list of injudicious changes also included orders to install 

extra wood panelling behind each judge's chair and to trade in all 

the stainless steel rails and chair bases for more elegant brass 

fittings. 

"But the real loser in this 'Let-The-Judges-Design-It' contest 

was the building's poor 22nd floor. It had already been finished, 

or so the GSA thought, when the judges decided to completely revamp 

the Clerk of the Court's filing system. They wanted to install 

a new mechanized system that was so heavy, the entire concrete 

slab floor had to be gutted, the building cross-supports replaced, 

and the exterior building skin replaced. The judges' caprice 

created a gaping hole in the building for three months. 

"The GSA has sometimes been the defendant in the past Fleeces 

concerning construction cost overruns. But not this time. The 

record shows that GSA tried its best to keep the project within 
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budget and on time. But the Atlanta judges decided to bend the 

rules. They took unfair advantage of the traditional separation 

of powers between the judicial and legislative branches. 

"Congress is responsible for providing the courts with the funds 

necessary to run their own show. In Atlanta, the judges decided to 

go for the gold, prolonging the project by a year and adding 11$ 

to the original contract price, GSA says normally it is able to hold 

change costs to just one percent of the original project estimates. 

"In all, there were a total of 230 change orders submitted, 

most of them to satisfy the court's many demands. And to cover 

the added costs, the local Atlanta contractor sued the government for 

$18 million. After negotiations with GSA, the company reduced its 

claim to $7 million. But so far, the bill still hasn't been paid. 

"In his court brief, GSA's legal counsel had to admit that the 

contractor's claims were valid. He wrote that '...the Government 

issued a plethora of change orders turning the project into a design 

as you build exercise. Work was interrupted because many times it 

was unclear whether a change order would be issued or what the scope 

of the change order would be ...' 

"Unfortunately, Atlanta is not an isolated case. Despite a 

1977 agreement between GSA and Chief Justice Warren Burger that limits 

the size of federal courtrooms to 1800 square feet, judges routinely 

demand -- and get -- exceptions over GSA's objections. Last year, 

the Chief Justice approved a 5200 square foot ceremonial courtroom for 

Norfolk. Virginia. On the drawing boards for Pasadena, California 

are two oversized chambers, one 3120, the other 2170 square feet. 

In addition, judges in North Dakota and Ohio have had the gall to 

issue court orders that force the GSA to set building air conditioning 

levels to the court's liking, in defiance of federal energy 

conservation rules. 

"Who judges the judges when they break the rules and make 

Uncle Sam pay for it? Clearly, no one outside the judiciary can do 

the whole job. But at least these judges ought to be sentenced to 

embarrassment for life without hope of parole for holding the 

American taxpayer in such contempt!" 

M # 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 1983 FOR FRIDAY A]>1S 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for September to the Department of the Army for 

"spending about $20,000 to prepare 50,000 fancy, multi-colored 

pamphlets explaining how to play King of the Hill, That's right--the 

old playground game. The Army has made a mountain out of a molehill 

but the poor taxpayer has taken the financial tumble." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations 

Committee, He awards a Fleece monthly to the most ridiculous, 

wasteful, or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period, 

"The pamphlet contains a preface, four pages of detailed rules, 

and a -multi-colored diagram of an 'earthen mound' to be used when 

playing the game. The Army states that the purpose of the pamphlet 

is to 'incorporate leadership, strategy-planning, and decision-making 

skills into the physical fitness training program.' 

"I believe this statement is bottled-in-bond nonsense and 

here's why, 

"First, while the U,S, Army is practicing King of the Hill, 

the Russian Army practices blitzkrieg tactics, massed infantry 

attacks, chemical warfare, and subversion. Our playing King of the 

Hill will not keep Defense Minister Ustinov awake nights, 

"Second, King of the Hill has little resemblance to the modern 

battlefield, which is fluid, makes use of high technology weapons 

including remote targeting and attack, and is not bound by detailed 

rules. Whatever lessons about strategy which can be learned from 

King of the Hill will be useless on the battlefield, 

"Third, the rules of King of the Hill can be easily learned. 

Children have been doing so for decades if not centuries. Drill 

instructors are notably proficient at keeping the troops fit. If 

these instructors want to play King of the Hill to improve fitness, 

they do not need a Defense Department pamphlet filled with silly 

rules. 

"Fourth, the pamphlet is written like a second grade 'Dick and 

Jane' reading primer. Here are some direct quotes from the pamphlet, 
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'King of the Hill uses a defending team and an attacking team. 

'The game is played under the supervision of three referees. 

One of them is designated chief referee. All referees have whistles. 

'When possible, senior NCOs and/or officers from other units 

or sections should be used as officials. It is important that 

their authority not be questioned during play. If it is, the game 

quickly gets out of hand. 

'Unsportsmanlike conduct is called for abusive or insulting 

language directed at a referee or language determined to be 

excessive or blatant." 

"The rules also provide that the defending team leader cannot 

be attacked by anyone but the attacking leader as long as the 

defender remains in an 'inner circle.' Ordinary soldiers are 

expendable but the leaders are exalted personages only to be attacked 

by others of equal rank. Is this a lesson the Army wants to teach? 

"I believe physical fitness should be a goal for every American.lt 

Hill to teach strategy and decision-making strikes me as an 

exercise in futility." 

Editors note: Attached is the cover of the pamphlet. It can be 

examined in Room SD-530 of the Dirksen Building. 

http://American.lt
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A«3 
FFICE OF OCT 8 7 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR REIEASE AFTER_6:30 P.M. WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26. 1985 FOR THURSDAY AMs 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for October to the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) for "wasting $232,000 of the taxpayers' money 

because HUD officials could not correctly do simple addition. PrJvatc 

landlords hauled away this juicy windfall when HUD bureaucrats 

miscalculated rental payments. These Adders puffed the rents and 

snaked $232,000 from the taxpayers' alligator wallets when they 

should have scaled back the payments." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee, which has jurisdiction over HUD's 

programs. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most ridiculous, wasteful, 

or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period, 

"HUD forked over these overpayments to landlords who own housing 

projects in Dallas, Chicago, and San Francisco. The tenants who live 

in these projects pay about 25 percent of the rent while HUD--mcaning 

the taxpayer--pays the rest. 

"Because the taxpayer pays most of the rent, HUD is supposed to 

require landlords to submit financial data justifying proposed rent 

increases. If they expect utility costs to increase 7 percent, for 

example, HUD approves an increase sufficient to pay these additional 

costs. 

"In a sample of 46 requested rental increases, which were checked 

after HUD had approved them, the Department paid an additional 

$1,900,000 in rent, but $232,000 of this total was flat overpaid 

because of plain, old errors in addition. The error rate amounted 

to a staggering 12 percent of the total. If this same error rate 

applies throughout HUD, the taxpayer is being bilked out of tens 

of millions of dollars. 

"HUD supervisors were out to lunch and did not check the data 

on 27 of the 46 requested increases- The addition errors slipped by 

when supervisors rubber-stamped whatever their in-boxes contained, 

"These addition errors were all too typical of HUD's management 

of this program. Some of the required justification data were raissini; 
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for 37 of the 46 approved increases, HUD approved every cent of the 

$1.9 million even though $1.2 million was unjustified as required 

by HUD regulations. 

"Landlords could have submitted this data and HUD promptly 

lost it. Or HUD officials may have approved the increases without 

the data. In either case, HUD stands convicted of administrative 

sloppiness. Perhaps HUD really stands for Haven't Used Diligence. 

"The Department has been organized and reorganized into administrative 

chaos. I am sure that top management gets a kick from shifting 

boxes around on an organizational chart. But HUD's performance 

down in the trenches leads me to conclude that management should 

spend less time brewing this organizational snake-oil and more '' 

time dealing with the ABCs of proper management," 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FUR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY. NOVEMBER 17, 1985 FOR FRIDAY AMS 

Sen, William Proxmire (D-Wis,) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Honth Award for November to the Health Gare Financing 

Administration (HCFA) for "callously clipping the taxpayer of 

$45 million a year by allowing Medicare to foot the bill for cutting 

toenails. In my 'o'bunion,' HCFA should toe the line instead of standing 

by while podiatrists trim the toe." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and 

Related Agencies, The Health Care Financing Administration 

is part of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and is 

responsible for oversight of the Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

"Health care costs have increased at double-digit rates for 

many years. Here is one of the reasons why. 

"Medicare does not usually pay for routine foot care such as 

cutting toenails. But if patients have a fungus infection around the 

toenail, then Medicare will pay for a procedure called debridement 

of mycotic toenails--in other words, cutting infected toenails. 

The taxpayers pay about $90 million a year for this treatment. 

HHS estimates that $45 million of that total could be saved if 

abuses were stopped. 

"According to the Inspector General of HHS, studies 'conducted 

in Pennsylvania, Florida and Illinois show significant overutilization 

of debridement of mycotic toenails.' His investigators found 

'solid indications that some podiatrists in these three states are 

mis-diagnosing the medical condition of beneficiaries in order 

to obtain Medicare reimbursement for routine toenail cutting, which 

is generally not a covered service.' 

"In another study, conducted in Virginia, the Inspector General 

discovered that 'podiatrists billed the Medicare program $791,000 

for their services, over 70 percent of which were for the debridement 

of mycotic toenails,' A professional debridement should take 

about 15 minutes to complete but some podiatrists seeking reimbursement 

for one days work 'billed for 50 to as many as 116 debridements 

which, in the latter case, is virtually impossible to accomplish 

within a 24-hour period,' Some might ask what kind of a clip joint 
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are the taxpayers financing. 

"How can these abuses be stopped? Two effective reforms--no 

petty cure--would save the taxpayer that $45 million a year. First, 

limit reimbursements for debridements to once every 60 days unless 

a doctor documents the need for more frequent treatment. Second, 

require that doctors, not podiatrists, diagnose that the toenail 

is really infected. 

"HCFA has archly refused to implement these reforms and, therefo' 

has no kick coming about this Fleece. Congress has now stepped 

up to the problem and the Budget Reconciliation bill will put a 60 

day limit on this treatment. 

"HCFA has been footloose with the taxpayers' money. Instead of 

allowing some podiatrists to get a toehold on this program, HCFA 

bureaucrats should have done a lot more soul searching. These 

bureaucrats gave the podiatrists an inch but they took a foot. HCFA 

should be nailed to the wall and brought to heel for this footling 

expenditure." 

### 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P-M, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28. I983 FOR THURSDAY AMs 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wls,) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month for December to the Economic Development Administration 

(EDA) "which, according to Its own auditors, permitted a sand and 

gravel mining firm to violate the terms of a $2,5 million federal 

loan by loaning $500,000 interest free to the company's sole stock­

holder, paying $31*1,320 In cash for a helicopter which Is used 

primarily by the company's sole stockholder, purchasing a $65,000 

lakeside cabin for entertainment purposes, and spending $1,7 million 

on other questionable transactions, 

"EDA Was first alerted to certain loan term violations upon 

receipt of the firm's 1980 required financial statement. Subsequent 

financial statements for 1981 and 1982 disclosed that the firm 'had 

not cleared any of the previous violations' and yet EDA officials 

let the problems continue. EDA is fighting back like the 98 pound 

weakling who is getting sand and gravel kicked in his face. It should 

change its initials from EDA to 'WIMP.'" 

Proxmire is the ranking minority member of the Senate Committee 

on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs and a member of the Senate 

Appropriations Committee which funds EDA. He awards the Golden Fleece 

monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous or ironic use of taxpayers' 

money. 

"The Commerce Department's auditors found that 'the company violated 

the loan terms by increasing its debt and cash outlays for ventures 

completely unrelated to mining.' 

"A semiannual report by the Office of the Inspector General states: 

'Our review showed that the firm disregarded the EDA loan agreement 

and violated the loan covenants restricting (1) loans to individuals; 

(2) purchases of property; and, (3) Incurring additional indebtedness. 

The violations are a by-product of the owner's habitual depletion 

of the company's cash for loans to himself and for purchases of 

dubious assets. So far. the company has: 
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—Spent $750,000 to purchase land, and another $150,000 
to develop it for commercial use completely unrelated ' 
to the sand and gravel company. 

—Spent over $500,000 since 1978 for farm equipment and 
machinery to use at a farm that has never made a profit. 

—Loaned $500,000 to the company's sole stockholder.* 

—Paid $314,320 in cash for a helicopter whose need is 
questioned because of the nearness of the mines to the 
company offices.** 

—Bought a $65,000 lakeside cabin for entertainment 
purposes without documenting when, and for whom, 
entertainment was provided. 

"The auditors also stated: 'If the owner keeps diverting cash from 

the company's operation, financial strains could result. So we 

recommended that, due to continuous violations of the EDA loan agreement 

and the current financial strength of the company, EDA take immediate 

action to call the loan. EDA has taken the first necessary steps 

In this direction. 

"But did they? The WIMP won out over EDA. Why do I say that? 

The Commerce Department informed my staff that they sent a letter 

to the firm asking for a meeting to discuss the loan violations 

and that the firm did not respond to the substance of the request. 

After being contacted by my staff, EDA officials stated that they 

were immediately sending out a follow-up letter to the firm demanding 

"EDA officials sounded like Rodney Dangerfield In Justifying their 

hesitancy to come down hard on the firm. They argue payments on the 

loan were being made and the firm has adequate security to guarantee 

the principal of the loan. 

"And no wonder! The Department of Commerce auditors discovered 

that the Farmers Home Administration had guaranteed 90 percent of 

another $4 million loan to this firm. The EDA did not know of this 

other loan in 1976 when they first approved the initial loan. The 

audit report concludes: 'The EDA loan application did not disclose 

PmHA's loan guarantee. It is possible that this information may have 

been withheld in order to obtain the EDA lower Interest rate loan.' 

"EDA seemed more interested in the security of the loan than its 

purpose. EDA loans are far below the market rate of Interest and are 

intended to provide help for private firms when such help is in the 

public interest. By justifying inaction on the ground that the 

loan was still safe, the EDA is demonstrating once again that its 

activities could either be taken over by the private sector or do 
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not serve a clear national purpose. This Is precisely the reason that 

I continue to support efforts to abolish the Economic Development 

Administration. I hope examples such as this Golden Fleece will 

help convince my colleagues in the Congress of the need to get the 

Rodney Dangerflelds and wimps out of doing business for the U.S, tax­

payer by abolishing this agency," 

### 

* According to the September 1983 Audit Report: "A loan 
agreement was not available upon our initial request. 
Subsequently, a note was provided that showed the loan was 
Interest free with the first payment due July 1, 1984," 

** The Audit Report states: "/Fhe flrmZ purchased a helicopte: 
for cash totaling $314,320. The cost to the company to 
operate the helicopter Is approximately $60,000 per year. 
The helicopt^er is used primarily by /the company's sole 
stockholder/. We question the propriet^y of the helicopter 
purchase because of the proximity of /the firm's^/ mines to 
their /the firm's/ offices." 



SUMMARY OF FLEECES - 19B4 

January - National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

For spending over $780,000 in tax funds to transport 2,228 VIPs 
and special guests to 12 Space Shuttle launches. 

February - Fort Worth Regional Office of the Urban «ass Transportation Adm. 

For mismanaging S64 million of capital improvement projects 
reviewed by Department of Transportation auditors for the period 
January 1981-May 1983. 

March - U.S. Forest Service 

For attempting to yoke four helicopters and a blimp into one 
contraption to lift logs from the national forests. The project was four 
years behind schedule and costs ballooned from $26 million to $40 million. 

April - National Institute of Dental Research 

For sponsoring a 5-year, $465,"500 study to find out the 'effects of 
orthodontia on psychosocial functioning.' 

May - Instead of a Fleece, Merit Award to General David B. Hoff of 
the Wisconsin Air Guard 

For solving a safety hazard on A-10 aircraft in three months with 
$1,100 of his own money when all the experts said it would cost tens of 
thousands of dollars and take two years. 

June - Department of the Interior 

For gross mismanagement by allowing thé Territory of Guam to waste 
millions of dollars for paving parking lots at a private nightclub and an 
apartment building and hiring people who spent much of their time drinking 
coffee. 

July - Federal Crop Insurance Corporation 

For spending almost $12 million of federal funds on an advertising 
campaign to increase awareness of the federal crop insurance program and 
persuade farmers that it is a good investment. A study showed that farmer 
ended up knowing no more about this program after the ad campaign than 
they did before. 

August - Health Care Financing Administration 

For Medicaid payments to psychiatrists for 'chance meetings' while 
patients were attending basketball games, sitting on a stoop, etc., -
and possibly costing between $40-80 million over the last four years. 

September - State Department 

For permitting employees to use over $400,000 to frolic On posh 
ocean cruises. 

October - Defense Department 

For spending $100,000 to fly cadets and midshipmen to California to 
attend last year's Army-Navy game. 

November - Social Security Administration 

For spending $1.6 million and 6 years trying and ultimately failing 
to get a new high-tech cassette tape filing system to work. 

December - Office of Management and Budget 

For cutting domestic spending yet allowing 71 different government 
agencies to spend at least $12.9 million on entertainment costs in 1984. 



Summary of Fleecing - 1985 

January - Award of Merit to Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker 

For heading the best run agency in Washington, which brought 
down the rate of inflation, closed loopholes in banking laws, 
defused the debt problem of developing nations, and held the line 
on its own internal expenses. 

February - Defense Department 

For spending nearly $28,000 to fly nine members of Congress 
to and from Washington in posh executive Jets so they would not 
miss a close vote on the MX missile. 

March - Federal Aviation Administration 

For wasting $48 million a year of taxpayers' money by allowing 
Florida airports to let thousands of acres of valuable federal 
land sit idle and lease other land at bargain basement prices. 

April - Mine Safety and Health Administration 

For operating its mine equipment testing center at a deficit 
for the last three years, costing more than $10 million. 

May - Department of Housing and Urban Development 

For spending over $1 million of public money to build an access 
road, ramp, and tunnel to a privately-funded entertainment spa. 

June - Department of Educat ion 

terest and fees to a major ¡UvS.̂ -bank 

July - Army Corps of Engineers 

For spending over $33 million to rebuild 10 miles of beach, 
which fronts costly hotels and condominiums in Miami Beach. 

August - Western Area Power Administration 

For spending $160,000 to study whether someone can "hex" a: 
opponent during a strength test by drawing an "X" on his chest. 

October - The Navy 

For buying a $792 8-by-lO foot designer doormat. 

November - Defense Department 

For spending $162 raillion annually producing and buying 
periodicals and newspapers. 

December - Urban Mass Transit Adrainistration 

For costing taxpayers $30 billion over 20 years while 
transit revenues have dropped 26%, costs have increased 78%, 
and the taxpayers subsidy per passenger has increased 1,250%. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR REI£ftSE AFTER 6:30 A.M. MEDHESDflY, JAHUflRY lg , 1985 FOR IM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Ifednesday awarded Federal Reserve Chairman Paul 

Volcker an award of merit for heading the best run agency in Washington. 

In a statesnent released frcm h i s office in Washington, ProMnire sa id; "Every month, 

I issue a 'golden f leece ' award for the most outrageous exanple of govemment waste, ftowever, 

I also on occasion issue an award of merit , a kina of 'golden s t a r ' , for exceptional service 

t o the tajçayer. ibday I am giving a 'golden star", not ju s t of the month, but of the year, 

for Extraordinary achievement to Paul Volcker, CSiairman of the Federal Reserve Board. 

"the Federal iteserve c lear ly deserves a gold s t a r for i t s stunning achievement in 

bringing down the ra te of inf la t ion frcm 13 percent in 1979 bo less than 4 percent by 1982. 

During the l a s t t r o years , the FED managed t o îîeep the in f la t ion r a t e fecm eJO^eüng 4 percent. 

Ihe c red i t for curbing inf la t ion belongs t o the-FED alone. Ifelther Oongress nor the Adminis-

traticai deserves the s l ightess share of c r ed i t for i t . By gett ing tough on the r a t e of new 

money growth, Volcker and his colleagues reversed the trend towards run-away inf la t ion vfeLch 

almost wrecked the Ärerican econcsry. 

" I te FED's achievenent i s a l l the irore iirpressive given the colossal budget de f i c i t s of 

the ïteagan Administration, and the l a s t two Cor^esses . If Volcker had caved in to pressure 

t o nonetize the Reagan de f i c i t s , we vrould have been back to double d i g i t inf la t ion today. 

And vdiile in t e res t ra tes a re s t i l l too high, they would be far higher i f inf la t ion had not 

been checked by the FED. 

"Given the spectacular acccnplistaents of the FED, i t i s incredible tha t Treasury 

Secretary Regan i s schatiing t o 'reform' the FED. Recent press rg jo r t s indicate tha t the 

Iteasury i s studying -rørious 'reform' plans including making the Secretary of the Treasury 

an ex-officio manber of the Federal Reserve Board. With a l l due respect t o Secretary Regan, 

sich a nove would have a disastrous effect in the fight against inf la t ion, 

"This i s not merely my opinion. I t i s the widespread opinion of Secretary Regan's 

financial peers on Wall Street v*» are in the good posit ion to judge. According to a recent 

po l l , 38 percent of f inancial executives singled out Secretary Regan as the one individual 

i n viian they had the l ea s t confidence for handling monetary policy. Moreover, Secretary 

Began won the l eas t confidence t i t l e going away. His c loses t r i v a l was Milton Friedman a t 

14 percent. 

"Given these perceptions. Secretary Regan would do well t o refurbish h i s own cred i ­

b i l i t y before he t r i e s to gain control of the EED — the only agency in Washington with a 

proven track record. Giving t i e Treasury more control over the FED røuld send an unmistak­

able signal t o the financial catiminifcy tha t the war against i n f l a t i o n . i s over. 
(OTER) 



"Another reason why the FED deserves the gold star award is because of its singular-

efforts to close locçholes in our banking laws vÄiidi threaten to undermine our tarfdng 

system. While the other twj bank regulatory agencies have often been cheerleaders 

in the drive to gut our banking laws, the FED alone has stood firm in maintaining the inte­

grity of the laws passed by Congress. While other bank regulators actively encourage tte 

formaticai of 'ncair-bank banks' the FED has consistently argued that change should cone about 

by statue rather than by loophole. 

"A third reason for giving the FED the gold star award is its role in defusing the 

potentially explosive debt prcblsn of developing nations. Qiairman Volcker and New York 

Federal Reserve Bank President Tony Solaron have been consistently ahead of the Treasury 

in understarding the nature of the third-world debt crisis and its consequences for the 

international financial system. Indeed, up until the time the government of Mexico confessed 

it could not Eset its debt payirents on time in 1982, the Treasury was denying the need for 

any increase in the IMF leanding quotas. 

"Finally, the Federal Reserve is to be carmended for holding the line on its own 

internal eîçenses. ixiring the last -ten years, FED administrative expense increased at a rate 

of 1 percent a year in constant dollars ccnçared to 5 percent a year for the federal govem­

nent as a vÆwle. If every agency followed the FED's exanple, total federal spending WDuld 

be $200 billion less than it is today and we would have no federal budget deficit." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FCE RELEASE APIER 6i30 P.M. SDMDRY, FEBRUARÏ 3, 1985 FOR MaJDflY flMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday gave his Golden Fleece of the Month Award 

for February to the Defense Department for "spending nearly $28,000 on a fu t i l e , possibly 

i l l ega l , vulture to fly nine Mentoers of Gcngress to and frcm ï&shington in posh executive 

j e t s so they would not miss a close vote cn the MX missile. The Decarbnent lo s t on a 199-197 

vote so the $28,000 was r e t only wasted but also proved to be a l l but i l l ega l . 

"Die ta^qj^yers have good reascn to c±)ject to these f l ights of fancy. Here i s one 

Sanator váio believes i t ' s t ine to pull the Pentagon back from the wild blue yonder," 

Senator Proxmire serves on the Defense J^^sropriaticais Subccinnittee and i s the ranking 

Danoorat on the Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Ccmnittee. Ife awards a Fleece monthly 

to the nost wasteful, r idiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayers' money, 

"Picture the s i tuat ion. The MX had survi-ved an ea r l i e r , close vote in the Hause. NCiw, 

CHI May 31, 1984, i t faces another t e s t and the vote looks close. The Department counts 

noses and discovers that after the Memorial Day recess seme MX siççorters are s t i l l away 

frcm ïfashington, 

"The Pentagon pul ls out a l l the stops. I t scrambles i t s f leet of posh executive j e t s . 

They wing the i r way arouwi Anerica to pick up the miss i le ' s stray siçporters and rush than 

heck to Vfeishington, The tajçayers pay the tab of $11,744. 

"In every case, cctinercial f l i n t s were available. They WDuld have nade i t to Washing­

ton within 30 minutes to 3 hours of the t ine the mi l i ta ry ' s Washington ej^aress arrived, 

niese f l i n t s would have cost $1,431. Opponents of the MX tød to use connercial f l ights to 

ccme back bo vote, 

"Sow the irony. The Department los t the vote by 199-197. But to demonstrate i t s g r a t i ­

tude, the next day i t flew four nentoers back out into the country a t a cost of $16,016. 

Ctnwercial f l ights to the same destinations would have cost $1,367, 

"According to the General Accounting Office, the Cepartment has no legal authority to 

provide such f l igh ts . íQie best jus t i f ica t ion the Pentagon could offer was to bleat that 

ODngress had itot prohibited such f l igh ts . 

"I tÍKJU^t t h i s idministration was conmitted t o a " s t r i c t cons-tructionist" açproach t o 

the law. But viirai i t cenes to the Defense D^iartment, the only principle i t follows i s : 

Anything goes, unless Gcngress says 'No. ' Imagine the hcwls of outrage had the Carter 

Administration followed th i s standard in deciding hew to protect wjrkers' safety or elimi­

nate subsidies to water projects. 
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"Finally, the D^iartment's abuse of power ra ises an issue of siirple fairness. Don't 

hold your breath un t i l i t cxanks t c those j e t s to find Members v*o «ant to vote to cut 

sciie fa t frcm the defense budget. 'Bil l ions for us but not cane cent for the de f ic i t ' i s 

new the notto a t the Pentagcn. 

""Hie D^iartment's hi^i-flown t ac t i c s are Kiough -to maJce every taxpayer want to cause = 

flap. This S^iator also thinks t he i r wings should be clipped." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RETEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M., SUNDAY, MfiRCH 10, 1985, FCB MOMDftY AMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday gave his Goldöi Fleece of the MDntîi 

Award for March to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for "snookering the taxpayers 

out of $48 million a year by turning a blind eye v ía le Florida airports l e t thousanis of 

acres of valuable federal land s i t id le and leased other lana a t bargain basèrent prices, 

ïîie FAA'S stewardship makes the Indians vrfio sold Manhattan to the Dutch for $24 worth of 

t r inkets look l ike shrew! operators. 

"The FAA real ly landed on the tajçeyers th i s time. Iheir behavior typifies 

the f iscal 'decade-nce' i*ich the Fleece has ccme to symbolize cn th i s i t s ' t i n - t h ' anniversary." 

Senator Proxmire i s the ranJdng Democrat on the Ban)ting, Bausing, anî Urban 

Affairs ccnmittee ani serves on the Apprcçriations Ctnmittee. Be awards a Fleece monthly 

to the most wasteful, r idiculous, or ironic use of the ta:çayers ' money. He made the f i r s t 

awanl in March, 1975 — making th i s nonth's award the 10th anniversary of the Fleece. 

"In 1944, Cbngress decided to a s s i s t the fledgling ci-vil aviaticai industry by 

allcwing minicipal airports to use surplus federal land and buildings. They were to 

use th is property — under the s\;çiervision of the FAA — to help pay the i r operating costs . 

"Did th is approach vork? Ife, and i t s fai lure proves once again that there ' s 

many a s l ip between cup and l i p . 

"At 23 airpDrts in Florida, more than 9,300 acres are s i t t i n g id l e , hiane to 

mosquitos and sawgrass. This land would cause real estate brokers to do cartvrtieels: i t has 

an eatijnated rental value of about $32 mil l ionayear . That i s each and every year. SCM 

much i s the t a j ^ y e r receiving? — a big, fat zero. 

"Even v*ien airports did lease th i s land, the taiçayers s t i l l took a beating, 

öie airport leased 417 acres (valued a t $52 millicm) for use as a golf course arai s tables . 

They Were paid $240 an acre as renta l ; the fa i r market ra te , $14,000 an acre. In another 

case, an airport rented 374 acares to a famous speedway. Tiie ren-tal — $11.00 an acre. A fa i r 

market rent would be near $8,000 an acre. The taxpayers are stuck with th i s one for a long 

time — -the lease i s for 99 years. Overall, 21 a i rpor ts were leasing federal land but instead 

of receiving fa i r market value — $22 million a year — -thery set t led for a pal t ry $6 million. 

"Similar abuses of the taxpayer may be occurring nationwide, not jus t in 

Florida. If they are , the taxpayers are losing hundreds of millions of dol lars . 

"Why did th i s assistance bellyflop? Tbe federal government began to take 

an active role in helping airports by banding out grants. The FAA found i t easier a l l 

around to sign a federal check than to sipervise the management of surplus federal property. 

(OVER) 



The airports started getting a hand-out instead of a hand-up. What's more, the same 23 

airports have received irore than $112 million in Federal grant assistance and lave asked 

for another $208 million. 

"Ihe FAA should be grounded for tliis f ly*y-night approach to managing 

these -valuable lards . I t s 'un-töi-able ' stewardship has earned th i s 10th anniversary 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M., WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1985 FOR THURSDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday gave the Golden Fleece 

o£ the Month Award for April to the Labor Department's Mine Safety and Health 

Administration (MSHA) for "operating its mine equipment testing center in the 

hole for the past three years at a coal-lossal cost to the (jovenmient of more 

than $10 million." 

Senator Proxmire, vÆio is the ranking Democrat on an Appropriations 

Subcommittee which funds MSHA, awards a Fleece monthly for the most wasteful, 

ridiculous, or ironic use of Government funds. 

"Federal law requires the MSHA center to recover the entire 

cost of equipment testing by charging manufacturers a fee for performing 

this service. By not charging these manufacturers nearly enough, MSH/\ 

has been shifting the cost of mine product approvals from the manufacturer 

to the general taxpayer. What this amounts to is a hidden -- and hefty --

Government subsidy for a lot of large corporations. 

"The taxpayer really got raked over the coals this time, especially 

since the labor Department's own auditors pointed out major cost overruns 

at the center as early as 1981. Now more than three years have passed and 

MSHA's fees continue to be so low that the facility still recovers from 

manufacturers less than 10 cents for every dollar it spends testing their 

equipment. 

"Could you or I keep a business running for years that was so far 

from being in the black? Hardly. IMlike us, though, MSHA doesn't have to 

take its lumps for such fiscal irresponsibility. It sinçly passes them 

right along to the taxpayer. 

"Think about it. Almost twenty years have gone by since MSHA last 

updated most of the fees it charges manufacturers for testing their equipment. 

>foreover, the Agency has not revised a single fee schedule to reflect current 

operating costs since Labor Department auditors urged it to do so in 1981. 

Result? The Governinent continues to lose about $300,000 each month. 
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'T^HA off ic ia l s apparently a ren ' t too upset about i t e i ther , since 

they don't intend to have a fee schedule revision take effect un t i l next July 

at the ea r l i es t -- a t a cost to the Government of at l eas t another $4 million! 

"The líSñA center also failed to maintain a strong qual i ty assurance 

program to ensure that products i t tes ted and approved continue to meet Federal 

safety requi-rements. In fact , in the l a s t four f iscal years MSHA has post-evaluated 

less than two percent of the 25,000 pieces of equipment i t previously had approved 

for use. This i s especially troubling, since one out of every eight pieces of 

equipment the center did tes t has turned out to have c r i t i c a l or major deficiencies. 

"The missicm of the MSHA tes t ing center i s a highly iaçortant one --

ensuring that products used in our na t ion ' s mines are safe. The center ' s 

fai lure to establ ish an effective qual i ty assurance program probably means 

that every day U.S. miners are working with equipnent that i s defective and 

hazardous, even though i t proudly bears the MSHA seal of approval. 

"The MSHA center t e s t s equipiœnt for a l l types of U.S, mines --

metal and non-metal, as well as coal . The fact that coal alone provides 

more than one-fifth of the energy consumed in the United States underscores 

how inçortant i t i s that the center operate ef f ic ient ly . And you can ' t help 

wondering whether there i s any connection between the center having such a 

lax quali ty assurance program and the number of U.S, coal mine deaths junçing 

77Ï las t year -- from 70 in 1983 to a irfiopping 124! 

"In the past few months, H^IA has taken some fa l te r ing steps to bols ter 

i t s quali ty assurance program, increasing i t s ra te of evaluation to about 81 of 

a l l products tested. In such a c r i t i c a l area, though, th i s comes as too l i t t l e 

too l a t e . 

" I sn ' t i t ironic too that MSHA probably could acquire sufficient funds 

to stoke up i t s quali ty assurance effor ts sinply by charging manufacturers 

r e a l i s t i c fees for equipment test ing? 

"April might be too ear ly to give MSHA coal in i t s stocking for th i s 

p i t - i fu l performance", the Senator concluded, "but i t ' s a grand time for 

awarding i t the Golden Fleece." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFIBR 6:30 A.M., THURSDAY, MAY 9, 1985 FOR IM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece of the fifcinth 

-Award for May to the Department of Housing and Urban Developnent (HUD) for "be-stowing 

over $1 million in public money to build an access road, rançi and tunnel to a privately-

funded entertainment spa in Pittsburg featuring sightseeing and shutt le boats, and a 

3-tiered floating dock. The taxpayers' money was actually spent, nothing new about tha t , 

but the promised passenger boat ended tç> in New York, the shuttle has yet to be seen, and 

the dock, to be bustling with restaurants, lounges, and offices, faded into the bureau­

crat ic fog and re-emerged as two barges. 

"The sinking of th is project given new meaning to the phrase ^Up the creek 

without a paddle. ' HUD's riverboat gamble leaves the taxpayers with a losing hand." 

Senator Proxmire i s the ranking DöBocrat on the Banking, Housing and Urban 

Affairs Ccmnittee, which has jurisdict ion over most WD programs. He awards a Golden 

Fleece numthly to the most wasteful, r idiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayers' money 

for that period. 

"The Urban Development Action Grant program (UDAG) has the dubious dist inct ion 

of funding th i s project. These grants are touted as seed money for local governments, híüch 

chase after than because the money can be used to encourage private developmient. 

Acôïrding to HÜD, 'As a requirement for funding, a firm private sector financial ccmmitment 

must be in p lace . ' 

"HUD must have a squishy-soft definition of the word ' f i rm. ' In support of th i s 

project, HUD conmitted a $530,000 grant, a $370,000 loan, and $155,000 in other funding. 

This money was spent essential ly to inçrove access to the project. 

"In return for th is taxpayer money, the private concern was to spend $1,551,000 

for that sightseeing boat, $500,000 for the shut t le , and$l,500,000 for the entertainment 

dock. HUD spent i t s mtmey based on a January 29, 1982 agreement. But the required private 

investment, ranember that 'firm private sector financial commitment', sank faster than 

the Titanic. 

"An internal HUD audit concluded, 'The Developer failed to confíete any of the 

ac t iv i t i es identified in the Grant Agreement, including the acquisition of a 1,000 

passenger sightseeing boat and a SOO-passenger shuttle boat, and the development of an 

18,000 square foot floating dock. . . ' HUD was not conçletely routed -- the developer 

(OVER] 



found two barges in place of the dock. HUD clearly bankrolled this floating crap 

game without covering thsir bets. 

"The lawyers will now pick over the bones of this failure. This Fleece 

demonstrates vhy I oppose UDAG grants. They do some good for a few communities but all 

too often they subsidize outright boondoggles, support development which vrauld have taken 

place without a subsidy, or help one community pirate industry free another. They are 

corporate welfare and have no place in the budget." 



OFFICE OF ' il' ' I ^ ''™ 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6i30 P.M., SATURDAY, JÜHE 15, 1985, FOR SOHDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Saturday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for June to the Department of Education (DOEd) for 

"taking a recess while paying $760,000 in interest and fees on unused 

student loans to a major U.S. bank. For playing softball with the bank 

Instead of fair with the taxpayer, the DOEd has earned a dunce cap". 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Appropriations 

Subcommittee which has jurisdiction over the DOEd's budget. That cabinet 

department administers the student loan program and pays interest subsidies 

and fees to bcuiks which participate in the program. The Senator awards a 

Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic use of the 

taxpayers' money for that period. 

"From 1978 to 1982 a major U.S. bank processed the paperwork, obtained 

all the necessary approvals, and issued 1,600 checks to students. Months 

passed, semesters went by, school years ended, but for some reason the 

students never cashed their checks. The money stayed in the bank's till, 

"But DOEd went ahead and paid interest and fees as if the students 

had cashed their checks. No one at the bank or at DOEd 'checked' on 

whether the money had been used for its intended purpose—to pay for 

educations. With this level of supervision, no wonder some students and 

schools give in to temptation and rip-off this program. 

"This failure of oversight meant a bonanza for the bank. It could 

earn interest twice on this money, first by loaning it to students with 

the DOEd subsidy and then to other borrowers when the students failed 

to cash their checks. The taxpayers coughed up $760,000 to pay interest 

and fees on these Bermuda triangle loans. 

"Was this a £lash-in-the-pan, one-time affair? Not on your life. 

In fact, some of these loans went unused for so long that the bank assumed 

they were in default. Once again, no one cheeked to see whether the 

students had actually used the money to attend school. The bank submitted 

default claims, which DOEd dutifully paid. 

"Now that the jig is up, the bank has agreed to repay these default 

claims. But is stubbornly hanging on to the interest and fees paid 

by the taxpayer. 

(OVER) 



"DOEd has given a new twist to that old adage, 'Neither a 

borrower nor a lender be.' If the Department took more interest 

in its business, and less in paying it to a bank, the taxpayers 

would not be out a cool $760,000. DOEd gets a big, red 'F' for 

its stewardship of the taxpayers' money." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEftSE AFISR 6:30 A.M., MJNDAY, JULY 1, 1985 KJR EM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wls.) Monday gave his Golden Fleece of the MDnth Award 

for the ncnth of July to the Amy Oorps of Engineers for "spending $33 million, with 

another $17 millit»i in the pipeline, t o punp sand on 10 miles of beach, v*iidi frcmts costly 

conttondniums a» ! hau^ ty totels in Miami Beach, "flie corps i s rea l ly sandbagging the 

tajçayers with th is one because <XIB large storm could easily swe^ away a l l th i s sand. The 

Corps' efforts are making i t easier for those staying in these pleasure palaces t o bathe 

but the a-verage tajçjayer i s taking the ta th . " 

Senator ProMtdre i s the ranking Datocrat on the Banking, ttousing, and Urban Affairs 

Oaimittee. He serves on the ;çpiropriations Ccnmittee and i s a former Chairman of the Joint 

Econcmic Oatmittee. He awards a Fleece nonthly to the most wasteful, r idiculous, or 

ironic use of the t a ^ ^ y e r s ' ncney for that period. 

""Hie Corps i s in the midst of a cost ly, never-enäing, and fu t i le effcort to rebuild 

the beach in front of Miami Beacii. Th^ are dredging sand offshore ani pimping i t onto 

the beach to widen i t . t a tu ra l geologic forces are eroding the ' . beach, but the 

Corps i s attempting to thwart those forces. Taxpayers in Wisconsin, Nebraska, and 

throughout the Nation, are paying $5-6 million a mile to underwrite th i s effort . 

"Are these efforts futi le? Here i s a quote fron Living with the East Florida Store, 

a book written by enpert geologists an! marine sc ien t i s t s : 'Sioreline enginsering destrc^s 

the beach i t was in-tenaed to save. ' Taiçayers can pour in the mill ions, the Corps can pmc 

ton tçon ton of sand, but recent research denons-fcrates that the best tha t can be hDped for 

i s tha t Miami Beacii viill become Miami Seawall. If local in teres ts stent to protect their 

inves-tment and reimburse the Corps for the to t a l cost — fine — but the tajçayer stould 

not be handed even par t of the b i l l . 

"Make no mistake: the Corps i s doing th is work to protect the investmesit of 

develcpers viio bu i l t high-rise coidcrdniums and hotels along an mistable beach. Witíiaut 

that sand, could they charge $150 a night for a rocm or $1 millicm for that conito? Ihe 

Ctorps sows the sand, but developers reap the beach. 

"Cïice tíiis type of work s t a r t s , finding a time to say 'Enough, already! ' i s next to 

incessible. The Corps i s ziow rebuilding about 10 miles of beach, but i s ready t o s t a r t 

work on another 2.5 miles because ' local in teres ts desire Kitension of the northern l imi t . ' 

Where does the Corps stop — Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale, or Maine? 

(OVER) 



"The ncney for th i s extension i s hidden airay in the Supplansntal ^çprcpriations Bi l l 

recently debated by Congress, »Aiich appropriates an i n i t i a l $1 millicai as a dcwnpaynent cti 

a $4.1 million project. But before the money can be spent, the Administration and local 

in teres ts have to agree cai a cost-sharing formula. If local developers want a nice, 

sant^ beach, l e t them pay for i t — ed.1 of i t . That i s the only fonmila \*ich i s fa i r . 

"We laugh -today a t the Story about Xerxes, an ancient Persian Shah vto ordered his 

army to vÆiip the sea after a storm destroyed his f lee t . Before laughing too hard, however, 

the taxpayers should consider *4iat the Oorps — a madem-day Xerxes — i s doing for 

Mianii Beach." 



JFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR REIEflSE AFTER 6 : 3 0 A.M. , WErøJESDftY, AUGUST 7 , 1985 FOR FM PAPERS • 

••[ Saiator Williaro Proxmire '(EH-Wis.) Wednesday gave h i s Galden Fleece of the Month 

Award for August to the Western Area Power Administration 0'JAPA)for "wasting $1.8 million 

to buy an executive j e t so that i t s big shots would not have t o wait in l ine to board 

ccmnercial f l ights or pick vp the i r baggage. lhey bought t h i s flying limousine exacUy 

one week before the end of f iscal year 1983, when the def ic i t h i t a record breaking 

$208 b i l l ion . 

"While the def ic i t s and WñPñ executives were flying off in to the wild blue yonder, 

the tajçayers were sinking in a sea pf red ink. looking a t th i s cxxnparison, 1 winder i f 

WAPA has not had i t s t i cke t punched once too often. " 

Senator ProMnire i s the ranking Datocrat on the Banking, Bousing and Urban Affairs 

Garwittee artí serves on the Appcc^iriations Cbranittee. tte Western Area Power Adrainistra­

t ion — par t of the Energy Department — markets federed power in 15 central and western 

s t a t e s . Senator Proxmire awards a Fleece monthly t o the most wasteful, r idiculous, or 

i ronic use of tba taxpayers' ncmey for tha t period. 

"Cn Septanber 23, 1903, WAPA spent $1.B million bo purchase a 7-passenger execuUve 

j e t . I t jus t i f i ed t h i s purchase on the grouids tha t the airplane would be used t o : 

—transEort eiployees to ra to te locations. 

—respond during emergency power outages, and 

—inprove en^loyee productivity, 

"Eegarding .travel to raiote, locations, WAPA ci ted i t s need to go t o 7 anaUer 

wesbK^ c i t i e s , ^>åiich have Ijjnited comercia l a i r service. But over a 13-nonth period, 

WAPA eiployees nede only 25 t r i p s t o these c i t i e s . Atout 60 percei t of t rave l was t o 

c i U e s such as Pheonix, Las Vegas, or Sal t Lake City, vMch have a nimber of scheduled 

ocnmercial f l igh ts . 

-WAPA was even less successful i n using the i r 51.8 ndUion plaything t o respond 

during energencies. lhey had 25 power outages during the f i r s t s ix months of the plane 's 

operation and not once was i t used to resE^nd- I t was used to ca r t around execuUves, 

not repair crews. 

•Finally, waPA cotitendai that i t s employees »ere l ess productive i f they ted t o 

suffer through: • (1) 30 to 50 náiuite check-in t i ne before a i r c ra f t departure, (2) »a i tmg 

to pickup baggage, (3) delays in f l ight departures, and 11) overnight layovers. ' Oi, 

p i ty those foor exscuüves «lo ted to s taM far such i nd ign i ae s . «SPA - you la id i t 

on a b i t thick th i s tñna. 

(WER) 



"Ihis Senator suspects that the real reasons WAPA purchased th i s j e t are that 

the f iscal year was about to end and — shocking thoughti — the personal c 

;';WRPA executives. For t h i s rip-off, WAPA richly deserves th i s nonth's Fleece." 

EDEKJR'S M?rE: Here are seme of the character is t ics of the type of airplane 
purchased by the Vfestern Area Power Administration. 

• I t i s 47 fee t long with a wingspan of 52 fee t . 

• I t s maximum operating a l t i tude i s 43,000 feet . I t s 
operating speed a t 25,000 feet i s 443 MPH. 

• I t has acccmroations for fron 6 to 10 passengers. 
The cabin i s fully carpeted and has a refreshnent 
un i t . 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELBflSE AFIER 6:30 A.M., THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1985 FOR gM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxndxe (D-Wis, ) Thursday awarded h i s Golden Fleece of the Month 

for Sepbscixa: to the national I n s t i t u t e of [feurological and CCiiinunicative Disorders and 

Stroke, for "tossing away $160,000 to s tuly in pa r t whether scmeone can 'hex' an opponent 

during a strength t e s t by drawing an 'X' in front of h i s opponent's chest . look cut , Hercules, 

here • canes the 98-pound weakling vtio i s good a t drawing 'Xs' i n the a i r . 

"Those bulging bic^js and swollen pectorals can be pounded into submission by a • 

hocus-pocus move. That i s a thes is the Institu-te i s tes t ing with ta içayers ' noney. We hairø 

tød voodoo econonics, now we may get voodoo pl^siology." 

Proxmire i s the ranking n^irber of the Senate ^^^aropriations Subcarmittee vÆiich funds 

tiie I n s t i t u t e . He awards a Fleece monthly to the liost wasteful, r idiculous or i ronic use of 

the taxpayers' money for tha t period. This I n s t i t u t e , which 'is pa r t of the National Ins t i tu tes 

of Health, i s charged with spending i t s $395 million budget studying disorders of the nervous 

systen and muscles. Ih i s includes such d e s t n ^ t i v e i l lnesses as cerebral palsy, Parkinsonism, 

and stroke. 

"ihe I n s t i tu t e i s paying t o debennine vdiether a hulking, muscle-bounä subject w i l l lose 

in a strength t e s t , l ike arm wrestl ing, to an obviously weaker opponent. That opponent, 

however, knows a secret — maJdng an 'X' causes those muscles to turn into j e l l y . 

"The Ins t i tu t e i s sponsoring a ser ies of t e s t s . In one case, the spaghetti arms wi l l 

be tested against the hulk 's without performing the 'X' . Other times, they wi l l use t h i s 

secret technique and see i f they do be t t e r . 

Ihe 'X' i s not the only technique idiich wi l l t e tes ted . Cn other occasions, the 

winps while gently res i s t ing defeat w i l l concentrate on sapping the i r opponent's energy as 

the i r cççonents becone WEAKER, weaker, weaker. This Senator has a different idea of vAiose 

strength i s being saj^^d — the taxpayers' by the I n s t i t u t e . 

"Cn second thought, naybe the Secretary of Defense should be involved in t h i s study. 

Ihink of the n o n ^ we could save i f we bought the 'X'. instead of the ' l ^ x ' . 

"This Senator thinks tha t the only people V*ID wi l l rea l ly be pinned as a r e su l t of th i s 

study are the taxpayers, because the û i s t i t u t e has already put the hex on than, c lear ly , 

taxpayers ard v i t a l health research have been double-crosscai'. 

"In a moto justifying support for the project the In s t i t u t e s t a t e s : ' . . . t h e phenan^jon 

under investigation cannot be understood or explained by information currently available and 

i t i s of obvious in teres t to determine what other heretofore unknown factors or mechanisms 

significantly influence miscle strength ard novetent, par t icu lar ly as they r e l a t e to diseases 

such as cerebral palsy. Parkinsonian, and stroke. 
(OVER) 



"The United States is faced with many serious health problems artí a staggering 

deficit that limits the aitount of noney we can spend. It is inçiortant that limited nedical 

research dollars be spent as wisely as possible. 

"Ma one can deny that cerebral palsy, Parkinson disease and stroke are serious 

health problems viiich must be addressed through private and govemment research. But in 

this time of severe econcndc distress, this Senator can only ask: is this particular expendi­

ture the best approach for solving these problems?" 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEftSE AFTER 6;30 P.M., ĴWDAY,, OCTOBER 6, 19B5, FOR MaCÅY JMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) today gave his Golden Fleece of the Manth Avrard for 

Octcber to the Navy "for — hold on to your galoshes on t h i s one — buyir^ a S792 designer 

"That's r ight , 5792 for a custón-made doormat so Navy personnel can walk cïi lïOthing but 

ths best; mearfr*iile, the poor ta:ça.yer gets wôilked a l l over with t h i s outrageous expense," 

said Proxmire, \ino i s a mewber of the Defense icprccariaticns Subccnmittee. Ife awards a 

Golden Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, r idiculous, or ironic use of tajçayers ' ncaiey, 

"M3ve over $7,000 coffee pots! Stand aside $400 hanrners! We new have the $792 doormat! 

I t was instal led th i s August a t the Naval Medical 0:«rmand Southeast Region in Jacätaonville, 

Florida. 

"Tlie poca: taxpayer may wipe his shoes on a $3 doormat \ * e i he goes bene, but ns t the 

Havy. I t ' s damn the cost, full feet ahead on a doormat you'd be ashameä to get muddy. 

"Ihe Navy in th is case got what i t ordered. The 8-1^^10-foot doormat i t bought i s a 

posh tcp-of-the-line beauty. What t r i p s me iç> i s viiy in the w^rld the Navy paid for i t in 

the f i r s t place? 

"Wipe your boots on any old doormat! tfcit the tfavy. Since the taxpayer was footing th i s 

b i l l , i t b o u ^ t the Bolls Itoyce of doormats — a 'luxo l ink custon' doormat with the Medical 

Ccnmand's logo woven, into i t in metallic blue, vAiite, yellcw and turquoise. 

"I real ize the Havy's jcb i s to protect our seas so the enony doesn' t reach our 

d o o r s t ^ . But a $792 doormat hardly qualified as being v i t a l to our na t io ia l defense. 

"The problan i s the Itedical Center's designer doormat seans to be jus t the t i p of the 

mat p i l e . Ihese fancy doormats seem t o be lying around a t mil i tary f a c i l i t i e s everywhere. 

Imagine the envy of a vis i t ing admiral bereft of a 'luxo l ink custon' doormat. Vfcm't he 

jus t have to have one? 

"I asked the Navy to just ify t h i s outrageous eïçiense. I t s response: 'This purchase 

f i l l s a legitimate ccrrmand requirement.' I ' d l ike to see how leg i t ina te they'd think th i s 

purchase was if thei r cooranäers had to pay for i t , instead of the poor taiçjayer. What's nore, 

the Navy said these designer doormats 'are used by rtost major naval headquarters ccnvnands. ' 

"With the vAiopping b « ^ e t def ic i t we're facing, a l l the cuts in spending we're having 

to make in v i t a l programs, and the belt- t ightening the mil i tary i s now being asked to take, 

the Navy can hardly afford 'luiæ l ink custon' doormats. Caspar Vfeinberger ought to ca l l a 

few admirals on the carpet {VlP-doormat) and k i l l th i s type of spending deader than a doormat." 

KOTE: See Photo on fo l lowing p a g e . 





OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. OCTOBER 31, 1985 FOR NOV. 1, AMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece 

Award in November "for — now read 'em and weep on this one — spending $162 

million annually producing and buying periodicals and newspapers. 

"The poor taxpayer is being dog-eared and sent to the bindery with 

this expense — especially since the Pentagon admits that many of its own 

publications are nonessential," said Proxmire. 

"And browse over this one — $119 million of this amount was spent for 

purchasing about 1.9 million copies of various public newspapers and magazines 

such as Newsweek or the Washington Post. 

"What we have here is evidence of the Pentagon's new motto: 'Better 

read than dead,'" 

Proxmire is a member of the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee. He 

,awards a Golden Fleece monthly for the most wasteful, ridiculous or ironic 

use of the taxpayer's money. 

"When the American taxpayers hear this story I think they will conclude 

that 'no news would be good news." Here are the facts: 

"The Pentagon is the world's largest consumer of newspapers and magazines 

with $119.3 million spent each year to purchase an estimated 1.9 million 

copies. There are no management controls over these purchases which are 

approved routinely — probably because the cost of each individual subscrip­

tion is not very high. But add them all up and you get a real budget buster. 

"Even the Defense Department Inspector General's Office has concluded 

that 'We believe that the lack of controls over commercial periodicals has 

resulted in the procurement of nonessential commercial periodicals.' 

"In addition to purchases of magazines and newspapers, the Defense 

Department spent S20.4 million for publishing periodicals. Ten periodicals 

alone cost over 56.8 million annually. They are: 

Soldiers Army Reserve Magazine 
PS the Preventive Maintenance Army Echoes 

Airman 
Army Logistician Driver 
Air university Review Äir Reservist Magazine 

nil Hands 

"Many of these publications contain similar information and are 

directed to the same audiences. A sample taken by an internal audit found 

that the military publishes 126 civilian personnel bulletins and newsletters, 
25 safety bulletins and 4 0 retiree, newsletters and bulletins. 
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"Why so many addressing the same questions and the same audiences? 

Because each military service, each major component, each recognizable group 

or category of individuals wants their own publications. The Army doesn't 

want to read an Air Force publication even if the information is relevant. 

And the Navy wouldn't consider an Air Force publication as appropriate to 

their interests. 

"When the Pentagon reads about its reading habits as a result of this 

fleece, 1 hope they will follow the recommendations of their own Inspector 

General auditors and take out the budget cutting knife. There is no doubt 

about it, the pen had proved to be mightier than the purse at the Pentagon." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M., WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4. 1985, FOR THURSDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday gave his. Golden Fleece of 

Che Month Award for December to the Urban Mass Transportation-AiininisCration (UMTA) 

for "playing Santa Claus to the nation's mass transit systems at a 20-year 

cost of over $30 billion and to what end: transit revenues per vehicle mile 

have dropped 26 percent, costs have increased by 78 percent, and the taxpayers' 

subsidy per passenger has jumped by a whopping 1,250 percent. As for the 

broad social improvements expected -- decreased congestion, air pollution, 

and energy use -- not one has come up to snuff. 

"About the only fact proven by this dismal record is that the taxpayers 

were taken for a ride. They have gone bus-ted baying buses." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Committee, which has legislative jurisdiction over mass transit 

programs. He awards a Golden Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, 

or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"The federal government jumped into the mass transit business in 1964. 

It started with a little putt-putt of an appropriation in 1965 -- $51 million. 

Although the money was small, the expectations were enormous: more people 

were going to use mass transit, air pollution was going down and energy 

saved up, and the nation's cities would be revitalized. 

"Two decades later, that little $51 million putt-putt has grown into a 

$4 billion a year juggernaut. Although costs have been more powerful than a 

speeding locomotive, benefits for the taxpayers are tricycle-sized at best: 

« Despite two energy crises, occasional long gas lines, and a 

growing taxpayer subsidy, commuters who used public transit 

to get to work fell from 9 percent in 1970 to 6.4 percent in 

1980 — a drop of 29 percent. 

• Meanwhile, after adjusting for inflation, revenues per vehicle 

mile dropped from 72c in 1965 to 53c in 1982 but costs during 

the same period zoomed from 72c to $1.28. 

• The result is what you might expect once Uncle Sam opens his 

wallet -- the taxpayer subsidy went from 2c per passenger in 

1965 to 27Ç in 1982. 
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• Finally, research demonstrates that air pollution could 

be cut and energy saved far more effectively by spending 

millions to improve automobile efficiency instead of 

billions on mass transit assistance. 

"The evidence is in. The record is clear and the verdict is long 

overdue. Federal support of mass transit has been a spectacular flop, the 

Edsel of federal programs. 

"It's time to go back to the drawing board and start anew. Federal 

assistance to mass transit may be justified in specific situations, but the 

current program is clearly a lemon. The taxpayers should not have to keep 

making $4 billion-a-year payments on it," 



Summary of Fleecing - 1986 

January - The Army 

For letting former service members slip away with over $150 
million in unpaid bills during the last six years. 

February - The Air Force 

For spending $600,000 to operate a posh private plane for the 
purpose of flying SAC commanders and other Air Force VIPs, 

March - The Office of Management and Budget 

For allowing federal agencies to increase their public relations 
efforts from $376.2 million to $436.7 million or by 16i over the last two 
years. 

April - The Federal Highway Administration 

For charging taxpayers $21 million to pay for unused or unneeded 
roads and bridges in Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska. 

Hay - The Department of Defense 

For spending more than $850,000 in 1985 to entertain foreign 
dignitaries. 

June - The U.S. Forest Service and the U.S. Congress 

For spending and appropriating $51 million preparing for Alaska 
timber sales which lost on average 83 cents on the dollar. 

July - The Department of Education 

For spending $1 million dollacs on useless consulting contracts. 

August - The Food and Nutrition Service 

For wasting over $1 million between 1981 and 1985 by allowing a 
private company to cover its losses with taxpayers funds intended for 
feeding children in day-cace homes. 

September - The Army Corps of Engineers 

For increasing spending on foreign travel by 47 percent 
between FY 83 and FY 85 while their total budget was falling by 3%. 

October - The Department of Education 

For permitting education officials in Louisiana to misuse 
$912,678 earmarked to serve the educational needs of handicapped 
children. 

November - The Federal Aviation Administration 

For spending $47 million to pay off debts incurred by bankrupt 
airlines that used federally-guaranteed loans to buy airplanes and spare 
parts. 

December - The Economic Development Administration 

For recommending the expansion of a failing $4 million business 
promotion program which its own auditors and the current Administration 
said deserves to die. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 TUESDAY JANUARY 7. 1986 FOR WEDNESDAY A.H. PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday awarded his Golden Fleece for the month 

of January to the Army "for sleeping on guard duty and lett ing former service members 

skip away with over $150 million the last six years in unpaid b i l l s . " 

"The .Army's debt collection operation is so fouled up at this point, they' l l need 

Rambo to rescue i t , " said Proxmire, who's a senior member of the Senate's Defense 

Appropriations Subconmittee. "Every year the Army discharges battalions of soldiers 

who owe the service tens of millions of dollars for everything from unpaid bar tabs to 

re-enlistment bonuses they didn't deserve. 

"A four-month investigation I requested by the General Accounting Office uncovered 

that the Anny is marching backwards with these debts, writing off or losing over 

$150 million since 1980. But hold onto your collection plates, folks. Not only does 

the Army do l i t t l e to retrieve tax dollars ex-service members have spirited away, but 

in many cases when a debtor comes back to the Army to pay off what he owes the Army 

refuses to take his moneyl 

Proanire awards a Golden Fleece monthly for the most wasteful, ridiculous or ironic 

use of the taxpayer's money. 

"As far as debt collection goes," Proxmire said, "the Army's motto for this Sad 

Sack operation seems to be 'do not disturb.' Here's what the GAO found in reviewing a 

sample of Army debt collection cases this f a l l : 

" • A former service member, who owed the Army $942, mailed in an unsigned aff idavit 

claiming he couldn't pay off the debt because he had no job, no money, no family, and 

no assets. The Army wrote off the debt even though i t had In I ts hands a credit report 

showing the roan had a wife, two kids, a job paying $23,000 a year, and a $70,000 house. 

"• One soldier, who was discharged because of drug use. le f t the Army with $973 in re-

enlistment bonus money that he owed back because he didn't serve his fu l l term. Even though 

the ex-soldier had a low income as a stock clerk, he promised to pay $5 a month toward the 

debt. What did the Army do in response? I t closed the case and relieved him of the debt. 

"• This one gets the 'Tough Negotiator Award.' An individual discharged for un­

satisfactory performance owed the Array $3,800 for unearned re-enlistment bonus money and 

court martial fees. The debtor paid the Army $1,185 then wrote to ask i f the service 

would compromise and thereafter require him to pay only $1,300 {for a total of about two-

thirds of the debt) in ten monthly installments of $130 each. 



Hey, we'l l go you one better, the Army responded. Seeing as how you're strapped for 

cash, pay us only $50 a month unti l things improve. What did the debtor do? Never 

paid the Army another dime. What did the Army do? Cancelled the debt, 

" • Before i t decides whether to write off an uncollected debt, the Array is supposed 

to review a signed affidavit from the debtor detailing his financial condition. But GAO 

found that the Amy was writing off many debts based on unsigned affidavits that were 

never even checked for authenticity. In one case, the Army wrote off an $822 debt from 

a former serviceman on a letter from his grandmother. 

"• And in the'we'11-show-you category,' a former female service member, who owed 

the Army $545, remarried to an enlisted man currently in the Army. I'm a housewife 

with no income now, the woman told the Army, so take $50 a month out of my husband's 

Arniy paycheck to pay off the debt. No, we won't do that, said Army bureaucrats. So the 

couple made no more payments. And the Anny eventually wrote off the debt. 

"Instead of saying 'Be All You Can Be,' the Army's recruiting ads should say 

'Steal All You Can Steal.' For exauçle, for debts up to $600, i f an ex-serviceman 

simply doesn't answer the Army's mail. Army collectors wi l l eventually give up and 

write off the debt. GAG found a l l kinds of problems with the Army's debt collection 

operation: antiquated regulations, a sloppy management review system, and foot-dragging 

on solving the mess. The Army, for example, was told by SAO in 1981 i t needed to reform 

i ts collections operation but so far the Army has sat on i ts hands. 

"And to this day, most of the reforms the Army has made have been eyewash, such as 

writing off more debts and papering over the problem with accounting tricks to make the 

collection figures look better. But the bottom line is that over the last six years 

the amount of money escaping the Army through uncollected debts has more than doubled. 

"The obvious solution to this problem is simply not lett ing service members leave 

the Army until they've worked off their debts. But the Army hasn't gotten off the 

dime to implement this major reform. Since these are taxpayer dimes that are missing, 

the Army doesn't seem to mind losing what amounts to loose change in I ts mult i -bi l l ion 

dollar budget. But $150 million is not loose change for the poor taxpayer," 

A copy of the GAO report on Army debt collection can be obtained at Room 530 

of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M.. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1986 FOR MOHDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D.Wis.) Sunday awarded his Golden Fleece 

for the month of February to the Air Force "for jetting away with over 

$600,000 in taxpayer money so some of its generals can fly in high style in 

their own posh airliner." 

"Talk about flying the friendly skies," said Proxmire. "The Strategic 

Air Command is Che bomber leg of our strategic triad, whose mission would 

be to retaliate in time of a nuclear war. But it turns out there's one 

plane in the SAC fleet whose primary mission is to make sure Air Force 

brass get a pMipered, better-than-first-class ride when they fly around 

the country and overseas. Meanwhile, the taxpayer gets taken down the 

runway with the $600,536 bill the Air Force ran up last year mainly so 

SAC commanders and other bigwigs could fly in their own private plane, 

"Two thirds of the time, the jet was being used to ferry SAC commanders 

and other Air Force VIPs. The rest of the time was spent in flight training 

for the crew. So of the $600,536 spent to maintain this plane, about 

$406,000 worth of flight hours was consumed running a high-priced taxi 

service," 

Proxmire, who is a senior member of the Senate's Defense Appropriations 

Subcommittee, awards a Golden Fleece monthly for the most wasteful, ridicu­

lous or ironic use of taxpayer's money. 

"If an enlisted man has to fly anywhere, it's likely to be in the 

bucket seat of a cargo plane, tourist class, or space available," said 

Proxmire. "But if you're a SAC general, the sky's the limit in making 

sure you get a comfy ride. 

"SAC has converted a large KC-135A tanker jet into a VIP plane with 

all the trimmings. A crew of 13 -- including, of course, two flight 

stewards -- is on call all the time, ready to scramble so SAC brass can 

have 'something special in the air' during the one to two times a month 

they use the plane. 

"The money the Air Force wastes each year maintaining this flying 

palace is bad enough. But they've also squandered more than $20,000 for 

a number of not-so-strategic furnishings. They include: 
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• Commercial panels and overhead luggage compartments 
that cost $2,000; 

• $2,283 worth of carpeting; 

• Vinyl wallcovering with hanging pictures: $614; 

• New covering for the 24 seats: $868; 

• Custom-built wood passenger tables, cabinets, trim 
and moldings, plus ?1,646 worth of simulated wood-
finished formica, according to an Air Force report. 

• 'A distinctive paint scheme,' according to the report, 
'and the bare metal surfaces are polished'; and 

• An 'enhanced' galley, consisting of range/oven, ice 
box, microwave oven, double sink, and cabinets that 
set the taxpayer back more than $6,400. 

"And, of course, if you're flying generals around the country, your 

crew can't jusc wear any old uniform -- certainly not the one Issued to 

other members of the Air Force. No, this crew wears 'distinctive blue' 

flight suits and jackets that have to be specially bought at a department 

store and cost about twice what the regular Air Force uniforms cost, 

"The Air Force conducted its own investigation of this plane and 

insisted that the money to maintain it isn't being wasted. But I can't 

think of a more fly-by-night expense as we begin the Gramm-Rudman budget 

cuts. 

"Congress is being asked to cut money next year for school children, 

the poor, inner cities, the environment, veterans and military retirees. 

A lavish airliner for generals certainly should be the first to go. 

"It's time to ground this VIP jet." 

VIP Jet used by SAC Conmianders, 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M., WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 1986 FOR PM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month Award for the month of March to the Office of Management and 

Budget (OMB) for "looking the other way while federal agencies cranked up 

their public relations machines. Between 1983 and 1985, spending on 'PR' 

zoomed from $376,2 million to $436.7 million, an increase of 16 percent. 

OMB is supposed to be tighCfisted but when it comes to 'PR' they snap open 

Che taxpayers' purses even as the deficits hit record highs." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Subcommittee which 

approves OHB's budgeC. Re awards a Fleece monthly to Che most wasteful, 

ridiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"Ac my request, Che General Accounting Office (GAD) conducCed a com­

prehensive survey of execuCive agency spending on public and congressional 

affairs. In 1985, these agencies spenC $336,8 million and assigned 5,599 

employees Co public affairs, Anocher $99.9 million and 1,982 people looked 

after relations with Congress. 

"But an arresting pattern emerged from this survey. Becween 1981 and 

1983, spending on 'PR'acCually decreased from $383.3 million to $376.2 

million. Could this Administración really be serious abouC its efforts to 

cut faC from the budgeC? 

"This auspicious beginning quickly turned around as OMB put down iCs 

knife and started giving away chocolaCe fudge. BeCween 1983 and 1985 

spending on 'PR' jumped from that slimmed down $376.2 million to a bloated 

$436.7 million. 

"Why this abrupt reversal? When people are out of office, they look 

on governmental public relations as the quintessential definition of wasteful 

spending. But once the 'outs* become the 'ins', then public relations is 

magically transformed from waste into a shield to guard against a hostile 

press and an obtuse Congress. And spending increases in proportion to Che 

number of unfavorable sCories and congressional oversighthearings. 

"For this survey, GAG used a scricC definición of whaC constitutes 

public relations. If Che cosC of closely-related activities is included 

Che figure becomes much higher. For example, in 1985 the Defense DeparCmenC 

spent an additional $15.4 million on its special aerial teams, $26.9 million 
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on ceremonial bands in the WashingCon area, and another $116.5 million on 

bands elsewhere. This SenaCor is noC the only one who thinks such spending 

sounds a sour note. 

"Not all public relations spending is fat. Informing Che public can 

be a useful function of govemment. But OMB richly deserves this month's 

Fleece for firsC demonscraCing that such spending can be cuC wiChout harming 

Che Republic and then beating a hasty retreaC." 

Editor's Note: A limited number of copies of Che GAO survey are available 
from Senacor Proxmire's office, Room 530, Dirksen SenaCe 
Office Building. Ocher copies may be obtained from the 
GAO (Report #B22I097, February 14, 1986). 



Public Affairs Activities 
FY 1985 

Agency 

Agriculture 

Connnerce 

Defense 

Education 

Energy 

Health ft Human Services 

Housing & Urban Development 

Interior 

Justice 

Labor 

State 

Transportation 

Treasury 

International Development 

Consumer Product Safety 

Environmental Protection 

Equal Employment Opportunity 

Federal Communications 

Federal Deposit Insurance 

Federal Reserve 

Federal Trade 

General Services 

Interstate Commerce 

NASA 

National Labor Relations Board 

Personnel Management 

Securities & Exchange 

Small Business 

U.S. Information Agency 

Postal Service 

Veterans 

Obligations C5miL) 

38.7 

8.7 

59.6 

2.8 

60.0 

62.9 

3.9 

.12.4 

16.0 

8.2 

29.6 

15.6 

30.8 

19.3 

2.6 

8.Í 

1.0 

0.7 

0.6 

0.9 

1.2 

0.9 

2.0 

13.9 

0.4 

1.1 

4.5 

2.3 

1.2 

21.7 

4.8 

Staff years 

712 

183 

1,288 

70 

496 

908 

66 

271 

298 

185 

773 

335 

556 

281 

36 

207 

24 

28 

H 

19 

37 

21 

46 

196 

10 

31 

89 

44 

33 

208 

113 

TOTALS $436.7 7,581 

NoCes: Public relations means efforCs Co develop and disseminate 
information to the public Co explain Che activities and issues facing 
an organization. Congressional affairs means briefing witnesses, 
preparing Cescimony, and responding to congressional requests for 
information. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M., WEDNESDAY. APRIL 2, 1986 FOR PM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Wednesday awarded his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for April to the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) for 

"hitting the Caxpayers with a $21 million toll to pay for unused and unneeded 

roads and bridges. This waste occurred in only one FHA region so Che poCenCial 

loss in all nine could easily top a whopping $100 million. The FHA has shown 

that although some sections of Che road Co Hades were paved with good tnCen-

Clons, other wrong turns have been paid for with a different medium -- the 

taxpayers' money." 

Senator Proxmire is Che ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Committee, he awards 

a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic use of the 

taxpayers' money for that period, 

"In one PHA region, covering Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska, 

deparcmenCal auditors found chat 15 percent of the highway and bridge projects 

they analyzed were either unneeded and unused, or else used far below expec­

tations. Some of the unneeded projects had been sitting, lonely and forlorn, 

for over two decades. The federal share of the cost of these projecCs came 

to $21.4 million. 

"Here are some examples of road and bridge projecCs with which the 

taxpayers were tarred: 

• The FHA paid $900,000 for a four lane bridge, which had one 

lítele problem- Cwo years after completion of the bridge, no 

road led to it or from it. The taxpayers had a dirty trick 

pulled on them in chis bridge game. 

• The FHA helped pay for 6.5 miles of new roadway because 

crafflc was supposed to nearly double within 20 years. In 

1974, an average of 3,410 vehicles per day used the old road. 

A dozen years later traffic has gone down to a measly 1,600 

vehicles per day on the new road, which is less usage than 

the old road received. 

• The FHA approved construction of two extra-long overpass 

bridges in anticipation that the road underneath would be 

widened to four lanes. More than 25 years have passed, 
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but che road undemeaCh is still only two lanes wide. 

These bridges are overly long and the taxpayers are at least 

$26,000 short. 

"When the auditors asked FHA management for a response, chose officials 

offered a litany of excuses. My favorite: 'Their designs were consistent 

with the needs identified by the planning process.' Let us all bow down and 

pay homage to Che omnipotenc process. In face, if management's excuses were 

traffic, then these roads and bridges would be jammed, 

"This is one interchange between the FHA and Che taxpayers where the 

Caxpayers have been sideswlped. FHA deserves a ticket for reckless spending." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M., SUHDRY, MAY 4, 1986, FOR MONDAY ÅMS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wls.) Sunday presented his Golden 

Fleece of the Month Award for the Month of May to the Department of Defense 

for "spending $873,663 in 1985 to keep the fun, food, and good times rolling 

when foreign pooh-bahs came calling. The Gramm-Rudman grinch may have put 

a crimp into the rest of the government, but it is always party time at the 

Pentagon, which spent an additional $205,107 in just the first quarter of 

1986. To the Pentagon, life may seem like one long New Year's Eve, but 

the taxpayer suffers the fiscal hangover." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Defense Appropriations Sub­

committee. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous or 

ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"What sort of shennigans go on when Uncle Sam puts on the ritz and 

plays host? Take a look at what happened in November of 1985 when a group 

of fun-loving Soviets showed up for the 13th Annual US-OSSR Incidents at 

Sea Negotiations, It was anchors aweigh and full speed ahead to party time 

at the tony Washington spa—the Watergate Hotel—where expenses totaled a 

staggering 515,665.42. Here's the corker: when the high-living Soviets 

wobbled back to Moscow they had said skoal, prosit, and za vasha starovia 

to the tune of $1,228.23 in room bar charges. They ran up individual room 

bar service bills of $80.46, $143.37, $152.01, and $154.44, all on the last 

day. All paid for by us taxpayers. 

"Insult is sometimes added to fiscal injury. A group of Moroccans 

visited the United States from July 27-31, 1985 and stayed at the Watergate 

Hotel, evidently a popular stop. They then skipped town without paying 

$499.68 in long-distance telephone charges, which they had previously 

agreed to pay. The Moroccan Embassy told hotel officials—this is a quote 

from the voucher—'to go to Morocco to collect the payment.' You and I 

ended up paying this bill—another quote—'to avoid further embarrassment.' 

The total cost of this frolic came to $32,264.41. 



"Defense officials say these visits by foreign officials 

strengthen ties with important allies and establish rapport with others. 

Here are some other examples of rapport building: 

—$6,266.87 for the visit of the Italian High Level Group, which 

spent the period from February 19-24, 1985 at the posh Caesars Palace Hotel 

in Las Vegas. 

—$15,532.50 for a Columbian official who visited Florida and 

then Washington, D.C. This sum included $435.00 for a rental yacht—to 

go to lunch—and $286,00 for an air boat tour of the Everglades. 

—$51,724.52 lavished on the U.S.-Republic of Korea Security 

Consultative Meeting on May 6-8, 1985. This bill included a charge of 

$46.80 for spare ignition keys 'in order to have spares should contingencies 

or misplacement occur.' Even the Pentagon blanched at this one as 

'unnecessarily wasteful', possibly in contrast to the normal necessarily 

wasteful spending. 

"What do we get for this money? If more rapport is the goal, 

then evidence of it is hard to find, because many foreign governments seem 

to take special delight in insulting this country. It is high time that 

we took a long, hard look at how this money is being spent. Here is one 

Senator who thinks we are being taken to the cleaners." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. WEDNESDAY, JUHE 18, 1986 FOR THURSDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-His.) announced Wednesday from his 

Washington office, "I am giving my Fleece of the Month for June jointly to 

the U.S. Forest Service for spending $51 million preparing for Alaska timber 

sales and to Congress, which makes them do it. Over the last five years the 

Forest Service offered for sale 2.36 billion board feet of timber in Alaska's 

Tongass National Forest but sold only 43.7%; spent $116 million building 255 

miles of new roads to service the sales, and lost on average 83 cents on the 

dollar for every sale they made. 

"Talk about a classic case of logrolling. The taxpayers get rolled 

while the timber companies get the logs." 

Proxmire is a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, which 

funds the U. S. Department of Agriculture's Forest Servioe operations. 

"Why did the Forest Service spend millions on roads for timber that 

no one wants to cut, or which gets harvested only at giveaway prices? 

"The answer is simple. Under a last-minute amendment to the 1980 

Alaska Lands Act, the Forest Service must offer for sale 450 million board 

feet of timber each year in Alaska's south-eastern panhandle. The law sets 

up a separate fund immune from congressional review which must pay out, at 

a minimum, $40 million each year in subsidies for these sales. Yet, even 

with the enormous subsidies, only 39.5% of the timber offered for sale last 

year attracted buyers. 

"According to the Forest Service's own figures, the agency could 

lose as much as $6 billion over the next 50 years by continuing the Tongass 

program. 

"Only the federal government could defy the laws of nature by planting 

a pinecone andgrowing a deficit. These sales prove the government has truly 

gone nuts. 

"What about the specific practices which run up the program's price 

tag? Here are just a few: 

"At Couverden in 1984 and 1985 the Forest Service spent over $5k 

million putting, in almost 30 miles of road and eight bridges in advance of 

a sale which drew no bidders. While the Department of Agriculture Intends 

to re-offer the sale, their minimum acceptable bid for the area will bring 

in just $266,233, a loss of 95%. 
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"Even worse, cutting the timber in the Couverden area could harm 

the region's rich natural resources, rated by the State of Alaska as in the 

top 8% of all fish and wildlife habitat in all Southeast Alaska. 

"In Yakutat, the Forest Service built a 'bridge to nowhere' across 

the Dangerous River where no timber sales have been offered or planned for 

in the near future. No road connects to the far end of the bridge. From 

the taxpayer's viewpoint this river certainly deserves its name. 

"At Berners Bay, only a successful lawsuit oy environmental 

groups stopped a 2G-mile road costing $5 million for a timber 

sale even the Forest Service admits it could not sell. The 

road would have jeopardized one of the most popular recreational 

areas in the region. 

"Why did the Forest Service run up large bills for unneeded 

roads? Because in Alaska, unlike the rest of the U.S., forest 

roads are not paid for by timber purchasers but are built and 

paid for in advance by the U.S. government with Joe Taxpayer 

footing the bill. 

"The values of fish and wildlife in the spectacular Tongass 

Forest far outweigh in both dollar and spiritual value the 

entire Alaska timber program. The forest contains the largest 

habitat for bald eagles and grizzly bear and the richest salmon 

fishery in the world. 

"It's time to reform the Tongass program. Therefore, I am 

asking the General Accounting Office for an investigation of 

the management of the Tongass Timber Supply Program. " 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEftSE AFTER 6i30 P.M. WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 1986 FOR THUïiSDA.Y'-AMS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis,1 Wednesday awarded his solden Fleece 

of the Honth Award for July to the Department of Education (DOEd) for ''earning 

a big, fat 'F' by wasting well over $1 million of the taxpayers' money on 

useless consulting contracts. DOEd is promoting a good line about getting 

back to the basics but when it comes to the taxpayers' money those basics 

are waste, fraud, and abuse, instead of reading, writing and arithmetic." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Appropriations Sub­

committee which oversees the Department of Education and on the Banking, 

Housing and Urban Affairs Committee. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most 

wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period, 

"The villains of this Fleece are not all faceless bureaucrats but 

high-level political appointees, supposedly committed to wiping out waste. 

Yet these 'true believers' have set a record for abuse which would make even 

the biggest spending liberal blink. 

"Start with the actions of a former Under Secretary, who directed the 

non-competitive award of two contracts to a firm judged to be unqualified to 

do the work. Bureaucrats were concerned that the $355,000 involved would be 

wasted so they went to the under Secretary with their fears. Their gutsy 

warnings fell on deaf ears when the under Secretary told them to go ahead 

anyhow. 

"The bureaucrats were right, the work done was useless, and $355,000 

of-the taxpayers' money went down the tubes. 

"Next, the White House Initiatives staff in the Department finagled a 

$238,000 contract juat as a fiscal year was about to end. Had this contract 

not been awarded the money would have gone back to the Treasury, it would 

have reduced the deficit. Once again, career officials were doubtful, but 

were pressed to award the contract. The consultant was to set up 3 regional 

conferences, a questionable undertaking at best. But even this task was not 

performed. The money was wasted. 

"Finally, in another year-end spending spree, the Department shelled 

out approximately $300,000 in an effort to prepare job descriptions by using 

a computer. They spent the money and formally accepted the work. Then they 

promptly threw it in the wastebasket. 

"In response, the Department says they are doing better, that they are 

learning from these mistakes. Talk about costly lessons. Students this 

thickheaded should flunk. So should the Department of Education." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M. THURSDAY, JULY 10, 1986 FOR FRIDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) in a statement from his Washington 

office Thursday said, "In spite of receiving my Golden Fleece of the Month 

award and two devastatingly critical audit reports, the'Great Pyramid'and 

•Wall of China' project in Bedford, Indiana, seems to have a lifespan which 

may approach that of the two great ancient wonders it attempts to replicate. 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking,Housing 

and Urban Affairs Committee and is a member of the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and the Congressional Joint Economic Committee. 

"Back in September of 1981, I gave my Golden Fleece award to the 

Department of Commerce's Economic Development Administration for spending 

$200,0000 to build an 800 foot limestone replica of the Great Wall of China 

in Bedford, Indiana as a follow-up to its $500,000 grant to that hoosier 

community for the building of a 10-story-hlgh limestone model of the Great 

Pyramid of Egypt. My Golden Fleece of the Month award is given to the biggest 

most ironic or most ridiculous example of waste or loss of taxpayers' money 

for the period. 

"Just two years later, in September of 1983, the Office of the 

Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Commerce issued a cost report 

which questioned more than two-thirds of the cost claimed by the Pyramid-

builders in Indiana. Unfortunately, the audit report did not disclose the 

disastrous lack of progress on the project. At that time EDA did not close 

the project or even collect any of the questionable costs because they 

readily accept the additional data supplied by the project managers which 

purported to support the questioned expenditures. 

"Only in January of this year did the full story come to light when 

the Office of the Inspector General once again reviewed this disastrous 

project. The conclusions of the report speak for themselves. 

'The grantee grossly failed to complete the project contemplated 
in the grant application and the grant amendment. Our physical 
examination of the project verifies that the grantee fell dias-
trously short of completing either the 'Great Pyramid' or the 'Great 
Wall' project. 

"The audit report goes on the say that the EDA had not adequately 

monitored the work because the grantee was able to change the scope of the 

project with EDA approval and still obtain 90% of the funds. 

(OVER) 



( 2 ) 

"Finally, the Inspector General recommended that EDA terminate the 

grant for cause, seek recovery of the $630,000 that had been disbursed and 

take possession of the Foundation's EDA-funded assets. 

"And what action has the Regional Office in Chicago taken in response 

to this devastating Inspector General report? Nothing; They merely assured 

my staff on June 27th that they hoped to recommend to the top-level EDA 

officials in Washington that action be finally taken to close down the 

project and seek reimbursement. 

"This is analogous attempting to close the barn door after the horse 

has galloped away and the barn itself has fallen down. 

"Other than the remaining $70,000 of the grant and a piece of con­

struction equipment worth no more than several thousand dollars, there 

are no assets remaining. 

"If ever an agency of government has clearly demonstrated its lack of 

concern over the .appropriate spending of taxpayers' money, it is the Economic 

Development Administration in its mishandling and mismanagement of this 

project which began seven long years ago. 

"I intend the continue to follow this depressing story and will con­

tinue to work for the abolishment of the entire Economic Development 

Administration." 



u ï i?i(Jií Ub 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6í30 P.M. SUNDAY, AUGUST 17, 1986 FOR MONDAY AMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday gave his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for August to the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) in 

the Etepartment of Agriculture for "chucking away over $1 million between 

1981 and 1985 by allowing a private conçiany to cover its losses with 

taxpayers' money intended for children in day-care homes. The FNS fed 

corporate coffers instead of hungry children. And, adding insult to injury, 

FNS ignored numerous warnings from Departmental auditors that this money 

was being devoured by the wrong people." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Committee. 

He awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic use 

of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"The federal government pays the bill when some hungry children 

are fed. But the FNS contracts with private firms which actually do the 

work in conformance with government guidelines which specify how the 

taxpayers' money should be spent. This Fleece proves that this arrange­

ment failed in at leeist one instance. 

"Back in 1981, the FKS asked the Agriculture Department's Inspector 

General to take a look at how this program was working. Auditors found a 

multitude of problems:, the private firm's accounting system was a joke 

and federal money was being spent without a paper trail to show who got it 

and why. These problems were longstanding. An independent CPA firm had 

found similar problems as far back as 1979. 

"What did the auditors recommend? They thought that FNS should 

either immediately help the company improve its management or, failing 

that, terminate the contract. What did the FNS do? They responded in 

the best bureaucratic fashion by delaying, by temporizing, by passing the 

buck, and by saying just watch for improvements in next year's audit. 

"Meanwhile, the FNS helped the conpany stay one step ahead of 

the bailiff by letting the taxpayers' money be used to pay the company's 

bills. In 1981, auditors found that about $71,000 had been used for this 

purpose. But by 1985, this sum had grorfn to a whopping $1,1 million. All 

this money was to no avail. The company declared bankruptcy in 1985. 

"Now the taxpayers will be standing in line in bankruptcy court 

to see if any of their money can bè recovered. They stand a slira chance 

of that ever happening." * * * * * * 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M., SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1986 FOR MONDAY AMs 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday gave his Golden Fleece of the 

Honth Award for September to the Array Corps of Engineers for "pigging out 

on foreign travel by increasing spending from $276,662 ln FY 1983 to at 

least $406,638 in FY 1985, a fat 47 percent increase. Their total budget 

during this period actually got leaner, falling by 3 percent. 

"When the trough at home starts leaking, the Corps casts its eyes 

overseas. But the taxpayer should not have to pay for the Corps', sudden 

craving for stir-fried pork," 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Committee. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, 

ridiculous, or ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"In FY 1983, 275 Corps eager beavers flew off to foreign lands. Of 

this number, 118 {43 percent) stayed in this Hemisphere, 91 (33 percent) 

went to the Far East, and 54 (20 percent) headed to Europe. Each trip 

by an Individual lasted about 6 days and cost the taxpayer a little over 

$1,000 on the average. 

"By FY 1985, the number of globe-hopping porkmeisters had increased to 

413, a jump of,50 percent, even though their budget for work at home had 

fallen on hard times. Many travelled in this Hemisphere (196 — 47 percent), 

followed by trips to the exotic East (142 — 34 percent), then by trips 

to Europe (69 — 17 percent). 

"The Corps is still digging around trying to find out how much it spent 

on foreign travel in FY 1985. At first, it reported spending $513,437, but 

after catching some flak for the increase, it reduced its estimate to 

$406,638. Whatever the amount of the increase, it is too much. 

"That statement applies with extra-force to the Corps because economic 

development experts are thoroughly disenchanted with large-scale public 

works, the Corps' forte. Far too many of these projects are conceived in 

hope but end in despair. The American taxpayer ends up paying for many of 

these flops in the form of foreign aid. 

"Talk about a double whammy. First, Corps employees hop, skip, and 

jump around the world looking for new business. Then foreign countries hit 

on Uncle Sam to pay for their pork barrel projects. The taxpayers get it 

going and coming. 
(OVER) 



"We should be hammering a tight lid on this pork barrel. The 

taxpayers have suffered more than enough from the Corps' home grown pork 

barrel. They should not have to pay for exporting it." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI] 

POR_ RELEASE_ APTEF^Ô,: 3p_ P.H, THURSDAY ̂OCTOBER 16, 1986 POR PRI. A. M. PAPERS 

Senator Willam Proxmire (D-Wls.) Thursday awarded his Golden Fleece 

of the Honth Award for October to the Department of Education for 

"permitting education officals in Louisiana to misuse $912,678 earmarked 

to serve the educational needs of handicapped children." 

Senator Proxmire Is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Appropriations 

Subcommittee which approves the budget for the Department of Education. 

He approves a Fleece monthly to the moat wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic 

use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"No group deserves a 'fair deal' more than handicapped children. 

Instead these special needs young people were given the worst type of 

'paw deal' by the people assigned to protect their Interest. According 

to the Audit Report prepared by the Inspector General of the Department 

of Education: 

'Our review of 13 projects funded between fiscal 
years 1982 and 1985 disclosed that, overall, the 
handicapped children received little, if any, 
benefit from the projects, some expenditures were 
for unallowable activities, and some pruchased 
services were not provided.' 

"Insplte of the fact federal law requires that the funds under this 

program be spent exclusively to serve the unique needs of handicapped 

children, the auditors found that $385,200 was spent on two highly 

suspicious computer projects for the general student population. 

After examining the project files, the federal auditors could not find 

any information to support either the choice of the contractor or his 

estimated cost. After reviewing the major subcontract the report of the 

Inspector General stated: 

'In our opinion, the amounts paid for the two of 
the major Items were unreasonable. The first Item 
was software development for which the 
subcontractor received $43,715. We requested a 
copy of the software to detennlne how It was 
designed to meet the unique needs of handicapped 
children. Our request was denied for the stated 
reason that the software had been marketed for 
general use in the classroom for some time and was 
proprietary. If no new software was developed to 
meet the special needs of handicapped children, the 
subcontractor should not be paid for research and 
design. The second item, for which the 
subcontractor was paid $89,700, was consultant 
services. According to the teachers interviewed, 
the subcontractor provided only minimal guidance on 
the basic use of the computers and software. It is 
the general practice in the computer sales field to 
provide such services free of charge when a number 
of computers are purchased. Moreover, coats of 
$89,700 for such minimal guidance appears to us to 
be unreasonable.' 



The audit report goes on to describe many other Instances of misuse 

of federal fundings including the' hiring of inexperienced and non-

certified personnel for unapproved projects and the paying of an 

individual for nine months when In fact he performed only minimal work 

for six weeks before falling ill. 

It is my understanding that officals from the Department of Education 

are now attempting to reach an agreement with Louisiana State education 

officals on refunding at least a portion of the misspent federal money. 

However for permitting a gigantic, three year long, rip-off of funds 

for the education of handicapped children to take place, the U. S. 

Department of Education richly deserves to received this month's Golden 

Fleece Award. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6 i 30 PM, Sunday, Sov, 9,1986 FOR Hon. AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Sunday in a statement released from 

his Washington office gave his Golden Fleece of the Month Award for 

November to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for "landing a S47 

raillion default on the taxpayer, with another $75 million on final 

approach, and still another $192 million in a holding pattern. This money 

is going to pay the debts incurred by bankrupt airlines which used 

federally-guaranteed loans to buy airplanes and spare parts. 

"This sounds like 'plane' nonsense to me. The taxpayers should be 

making a flap over this loss." 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Committee, He 

awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic use 

of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"Congress established this federally-guaranteed loan program nearly 

30 years ago, but it was not until the coming of deregulation that it rati 

into turbulence. Then, market demand instead of bureaucratic decisions, 

started determining which airlines would prosper. What had been a 

comfortably settled industry was thrown into turmoil. 

"The taxpayers are paying for part of that turmoil. Since 1983, when 

the FAA stopped making these guaranteed loans, the agency has paid out 

about $47 million to cover the resulting defaults. This money comes 

straight from the Treasury and is not paid for by some sort of user fee 

or tax. Here is the record so far; 

Air Carrier Amount($000) 

Air Florida $ 907 

Altair 24 

Cascade 13,436 

Continental 11,824 

Dorado Wings 11 

Excellair 10,287 

Golden West 298 

Pocono 2,166 

Wheeler 107 

S u b t o t a l 39,060 



Interest paid 8,720 

Grand Total $47,780 

"The story contiriues. For fiscal year 1987, the FAA has set aside S75 

million to pay for possible defaults. Which air carriers might need this 

money? The FAA says 'it would be inappropriate to speculate on the 

possibility of default for specific carriers in the absence of definitive 

information on that prospect.' Talk about flying .blind. Why should the 

taxpayers have to take this trip to the wild blue yonder? 

"How much could the taxpayers end up shelling out? They are 

potentially liable for 'S267 million in active FAA guaranteed loans' 

again according to that agency. Tighten your seatbelts, taxpayers, the 

worst is yet to come. 

"These loans have put the government in a 'heads, they winf tails, we 

lose' situation. Some air carriers are going to make a bundle from 

deregulation. Their owners will win. What about the losers? Let the 

taxpayers pick up part of those costs. For rigging this situation, the 

FAA deserves a 'Fleece.'" 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M. TUESDAY, DEC. 16, 1986 FOR P. M. PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Tuesday awarded his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award fot December to the Economic Development 

Administration (EDA; for "recommending the expansion of a failing $4 

million business promotion program which its own auditors and the current 

Administration said deserves to die because it has promoted little 

business and has creited very few jobs," 

Senator Proxmire is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Banking 

Committee and serves on the Senate Appropriations Committee and the Joint 

Economic Committee. He gives a Golden Fleece monthly to the most 

wasteful, ridiculous or ironic use of taxpayers' money for that period, 

EDA is part of the Department of Commerce and received $180 million this 

yeat. 

"The Reagan Administration is trying to throw the last shovelfuls of 

dirt on this costly and inefficient agency, but EDA officials, their 

hands protruding from the grave like zombies in a B horror movie, are 

trying to hang on and create a seguel that would bring on more horrors 

for the American taxpayers who have already seen enough of this scary 

mess." 

"EDA's $4 million a year University Center program was touted aï 

creating thousands of jobs and helping hundreds of local businesses. Bia' 

when Departmental auditors examined these claims, they melted faster than 

snow on a July day in Miami. They found that the program created only a 

miniscule number of jobs, and did little to help new businesses. 

"For the jobless, this program proved to be a cruel joke, much like 

Santa Claus filling their Christmas stocking with a chunk of coal. 

Instead of creating jobs, this program did one on the taxpayer. 

"The Commerce Department's Inspector General found that the 

University Centers had reported grossly inflated accomplishments to EDA, 

which was only too willing to gulp down these claims. After the auditors 

had carefully reviewed the ten most successful programs, they found that 

the actual number of jobs created or saved was 83 not the 5,834 jobs 

claimed. The administrators of the program reacted to this body blow by 

challenging the accuracy of the auditors' work. .The Inspector General's 

staff then went back to double-check their results and reached the 

following conclusions: 



We find that.the numbers we provided in the draft 
report were often too charitable; the actual 
accomplishments tended to be even skimpier. In many cases 
'saved or created' which the centers reported to EDA in an 
attempt to discredit our draft findings quite literally 
never existed. Not infrequently, the businesses whose 
formation was supposed to have generated these jobs either 
never got off the ground ot failed shortly after they were 
started. 

"One university claimed creating 25 jobs for a business that 

lasted only a few months and had filed foe bankruptcy before the -

university's report was even prepared! 

"In other cases, the auditors found that the handful of jobs 

that were created in a given year were reported in each of the following 

three or four annual reports. As a result of this multiple counting, one 

center claimed over a four-year period over a thousand jobs when the 

business itself told the auditors that only thirty-five jobs had been 

saved in 1981. 

"How did the bureaucrats administering the university Center 

Program in Washington react to this even more overwhelming evidence of 

misleading reports? They said that many of the jobs claimed to be saved 

or created were 'potential' rather than 'actual' ones. Perhaps the 

bureaucrats who supported this tortured logic would be willing to trade 

their actual jobs for potential ones. 

"The Inspector General's report also found that the university 

Center Program overlapped and was very similar to other federal programs 

in types of services provided, clients served, and geographical areas 

involved. 

"In response to this withering criticism of one of his programs, 

the Assistant Secretary for Economic Development offered the following 

supreme example of bureaucratic chutzpah; 

The Administration has sought to 
terminate and rescind funding for all EDA 
programs for several years. While we agree that 
the agency's programs are not essential, we do 
not believe the evidence produced by your audit 
of 10 of the EDA-funded centers is sufficient to 
support a recommendation that the university 
Center Program should be singled out for 

, elimination. We believe that the steps being 
taken to improve the program and extend it to 
other areas will result in increased involvement 
by educational institutions in economic 
development, as well as greater benefits for the 
areas and people EDA was created to serve. 

"For responding to a carefully documented report recommending the 

ending of a clearly useless program by acknowledging that the program is 



not essential but yet calling for its expansion the Economic Development 

Administt.ition clearly deserves this month's Golden Fleece Award." 



SUMMARY OP FLEECES - I987 

January - Environmental Protection Agency 

For wasting $206 million to build sewage treatment 
plants In Puerto fflco which were never functional and are now 
falling apart. 

February - The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 

For organizing a song cont(>.Tt for Its employées while 
our farmers are in dire ecotioinlc straits. 

March - Ttie Air Force 

For spending $59,000 over the larst six years on playing 
cards given as souvenirs to visitor.^ aboard Air Force Two. 

April - Presidential Inaugural Committee 

For spending $15.5 million of the taxpayers' funds for 
the 1985 Inaugural, and for reimbursing the fcaxpay^rs for only l]% 
of the costs Incurred. 

Hay - The Navy 

For spending more than $83,0000 on a bloodmobile that 
couldn't be operated safely. 

June - Executive Office of the President 

For spending $611,623 to gild one room in the Old 
Executive Office Building. 

July — Department of Commerce 

For allowing mismanagement of a federally fundeii 
revolving loan program such that the local economy was hurt 
rather than helped, and $1.3 million was lost. 

August - Award of Merit to the Pentagon 

For trying to nave taxpayers millions of dollars by 
bailing out oí" contracts that exceeded cost projections. 

September - National Science Foundation 

For spending $9,992 on a study of "Bullfights and the 
Ideology of the 'Nation' In Spain." 

October - Department of Energy 

For allowing utilities to delay payment on costü of 
nuclear waste disposal, which may cost taxpayers $1.6 billion by 
1998. 

November - Treasury Department 

For a $1.2 billion a year tax loophole which can only be 
used by U.S. citizens who live and work in foreign countries. 

December - The Army 

For wa.itlng Í!l59,0O0 of taxpayers' dollar.s on decorative 
trees and shrubs which died within a year. 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISGONSL 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 PH, THURSDAY, JAHUARY 15,1987 FOR FRI.AH PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire ,(D-Wis.) Thursday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month Award for January to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

for "wasting, and that is the right word, S206 million to build sewage 

treatment plants in Puerto Rico which were never functional and are now 

falling apart. Yet EPA is suing Puerto Rico, and has been for the past 10 

years, because the Commonwealth is still suffering from massive water 

pollution. 

"This episode gives new meaning to the concept of the taxpayers' 

money being flushed down the drain. It is such a stinker that the 

taxpayers have every right to offer gripes about these useless pipes," 

Senator Proxmire is now Chairman of the Banking, Housing, and Urban 

Affairs Committee and of the Appropriations Subcommittee which oversees 

the EPA's budget. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, 

ridiculous, or iconic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"EPA awarded $206.8 million in grants to build 5 large sewage 

treatment plants in Puerto Rico. They were built at: 

Plant Amountfg millions) 

Aguadilla $29.0 

Arecibo 35,4 

Camuy-Hatillo 19.2 

Carolina 83.2 

Mayaguez 40.0 

Total 206.8 

"Hot one of these expensive plants is operating. After construction, 

they were not maintained. They ate now corroded, rusted, and bushes have 

started growing from cracks in the concrete. 

"Even after these plants were constructed, Puerto Rico was, and 

still is, in violation of the Clean Water Act. EPA first took 

administrative action to try to correct these violations as long ago as 

1975. They went to Federal Court in 1977, but the problems continued. 

They tried a number of pattycake cemedies, but never protected the 

taxpayer. 

"EPA is back in Court again this time requesting substantial fines 

unless Puerto Rico complies with a number of earlier Court,orders. But 

EPA took this action only after their Inspector General prepared a 

(OVER) 



devastating report indicting EPA's regional management, which allowed the 

problems to fester for over a decade. Here is what the Inspector General 

said, 'In reviewing the status of these programs through November 1985, 

we concluded that hundreds of millions of dollars had been expended 

ineffectively in an atmosphere of poor internal controls, procrastination 

and lax enforcement,' Whether this latest remedy will prove more 

effective than the earlier ones is still a guestionmark. 

"Why did it take EPA so long to take what may be decisive action? 

Here is what the Inspector General says: 'Instead of simply demanding 

corrective action, EPA is following a strategy of providing assistance to 

(the Puerto Rican agency) to deal with its financial, administrative, and 

technical problems coupled with a strategy of increasingly severe 

enforcement actions.' If the taxpayers tried to take that attitude with 

the Internal Revenue Service, they would find themselves_up the creek 

without a paddle. 

"EPA has evidently decided to crack down and for that decision they 

deserve credit. But the taxpayers took a dipping while EPA was taking its 

sweet time." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI] 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 P.M.,SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15,1987, FOR MOH, AH PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Mis.) said Sunday that, "i am giving my 

Golden Fleece Award for February to the Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS) of the U, S. Department of Agriculture for 

organizing a song contest for its employees. It may be okay to whistle 

while you work, but I think this is going too far. It doesn't make any 

sense to have APHIS employees warbling their new agency song while our 

farmers are singing the blues in these dire economic times for American 

agriculture." 

Senator Proxmire is the Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs Committee and is also a member of the Senate Appropriations 

Committee and the Joint Economic Committee. 

"I award a Golden Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or 

ironic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. Whatever the amount 

of money spent on the APHIS song contest turns out to be, it will be too 

much. But this is a prime example of a ridiculous expenditure of federal 

dollacs, and that is what makes it a fleece winner. 

"The notice announcing the APHIS song contest indicates that the 

winning song 'will be sung on occasions both great and small.' This 

raises all sorts of interesting possibilities. Imagine the workday at a 

given office within APHIS being interrupted by a loud and boisterous 

rendering of the agency song. If asked about such a bellowing interlude 

by his supervisor or colleagues, the APHIS songbird might well defend his 

vocal efforts by saying he was merely choosing to sing the agency song on 

a 'small occasion' — a typical day at work ~ as set forth in the 

Administrator's notice announcing the song contest. 

"There are numerous other scenarios that come to mind when the famous 

APHIS song might well fill the rafters. But would any work get done 

on behalf of America's farmers, the supposed beneficiaries of APHIS? 

Instead of singing for their supper, I think the APHIS employees should 

work for it. That would be doing it the old-fashioned way — earning it! 

"The APHIS song contest notice also points out that, 'A committee 

comprised of top management officials will judge all entries and 

determine an appropriate award.' It is amazing to leacn that the upper 

echelon of APHIS management can find the time to take on this challenging 

assignment. I always assumed that.there was other more pressing business 



to fill theic day. And I wonder what that award might turn out to be and 

who will pay for it. Needless to say, hard-earned tax dollars should not 

go for such a purpose. 

"I learned about the APHIS song contest from a federal employee. 

That employee wrote the following comment on the administrative notice 

announcing the song contest: 'This is an absurd waste of time, a classic 

example of administrative waste!' I couldn't agree more. With a song in 

my heart but not on my lips, I must say that I think APHIS has hit a sour 

note with this ill-conceived project," 

Editor's Note: 

A copy of the APHIS Administrative Notice announcing the song contest 

is reproduced below. 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Servies 

Administrative Notice H-87-10 12/31/86 

APHIS SONG CQHTEST 

Thia Notice is being Issued to announce the APHIS Song 
Contest. This song, which will be sung on occasions both 
great and small, ia to remind ua of the team spirit that 
guides ua in our Job of protecting U.S. Agriculture. 

Simply Jot down some spirit-building words and a tune to 
which they can ba sung. A committee comprised of top 
management officials will judge all entries and determine an 
appropriate award. 

Entries should be sulimicted to the Employee Conduct and Labor 
Relations Programs, Human Resources Division, 6505 Belcrest 
Road, Room 205, Federal Building, Hyattsvllle, HD 20782, by 
February 9, 1987. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6!30 PH Sunday March 8, 1987 FOR Honday AM PAPERS 

Sen. William Proxmire (D-Wisc.) Sunday awarded his Golden Fleece of 

the Month Award for March to the Department of the Air Force for "decking 

taxpayers about $59,000 over the last six years for the cost of playing 

cards that were given away as souvenirs to visitors aboard Air Force Two. 

Technically, the Air Force gets the Fleece because they spent the money, 

but the blame should be shared by the Executive Office of the President, 

which usually makes these requests. 

"In this day and time of outrageous federal spending, we certainly 

don't need to have taxpayers subsidizing poker and ginrummy for guests 

who fly on the official Vice Presidential plane." 

Senator Proxmire is the chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Committee and serves on both the Appropriations and Joint 

Economic Committees, He gives a Golden Fleece monthly to the most 

wasteful, ridiculous or ironic use of taxpayers' money for that period. 

"It looks like the taxpayers have been dealt another bad hand. This 

is a classic case. We've got a Joker of a federal budget deficit that 

needs to be Aced soon, oc we'll all go busted. But here we are throwing 

away tens of thousands of dollacs in hard-earned tax money to buy playing 

cards for the Vice Pcesidential aircraft. It makes no sense. I think the 

Executive Office has dcawn a bum card on this one. 

"The Aie Focce explains this fanciful flight into financial frenzy by 

saying that these playing cards are for official use. Only the Vice 

President and his staff are authorized to distribute them. And these are 

not just any old playing catds. They are inscribed with the Vice 

Presidential seal and all sects of other trim. These cacds may make nice 

memorabilia, but theic importance in terms of the national interest 

escapes me. The taxpayer may question who is playing with a full deck on 

this one. 

"What's ceally ridiculous is that this has been going on for some 

time. According to the Air Force, taxpayer-financed playing cards for the 

Vice Presidential aircraft have been putchased for over 20 years. Because 

fi.r Focce contract records only go back to 1981, we only know for certain 

the amount that taxpayers have been billed since then $59,000. Since 

these fancy souvenir cards were bought with tax dollacs, I wondec if 



somebody would considec setting up a high stakes pokec game for the 

taxpayers ? At least the public could realize some benefits from this 

misdeal. 

"For now, this year's version of the 'Zap the Taxpayers' card game 

appears to be on hold. The contract solicitation was suddenly cancelled. 

According to the Air Force, the solicitation was pulled upon discovery 

that only one company was able to fulfill a special requirement to bronze 

the Vice Presidential seal. Now the more expensive bronzing requirement 

has been dropped, and the Aie Focce says another deal for the specially-

made decks may still be in the cacds. They just don't know when to hold 

them and when to fold them. 

"When you take a look at the description the Air Force's Washington 

Area Contracting Center gave in seeking bids on this most unusual 

project, you'll know this was no ordinary set of playing cards: 

cards, playing, single deck, bronzed with cuccent Vice 

Pcesidential seal, "black on gold" on back of all cards... 

with "Welcome Aboard Air Force Two" printed in gold on back 

of all cards. Jokers to include image of capitol building on 

face, deck in light blue velouc case...Vice Presidential seal 

in gold... 

"Without the earlier records, it's no telling how much of ouc tax 

dollacs have been sunk into souvenirs and playing cacds foe Air Focce 

Two. But at the rate of $10,000 a yeac aince 1981 just for playing cacds, 

we may well be looking at a wasteful project totalling moce than $200,000 

since the mid-60s, not to mention what we may have spent on Air Focce 

One. It is easy to see why we have been buried under huge deficits, with 

spending way out of control, and taxpayers hurting in the pocketbook. 

"I've seen a lot of card tricks, but this one beats them all. This is 

one case where somebody needs to play a trump card for the taxpayers." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 PM March 31, 1987 FOR April 1, 1987 AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis) today awarded his Golden Fleece of 

the month of April to the Presidential Inaugural Committee "for spending 

$15.5 million of the taxpayers funds for the .1985 Inaugural—reimbursing 

the taxpayers for only 4% of the total costs incurred. Most of this 

money went for private parties, military chauffeucs, escorts, and 

entertainment for the privileged few invited to Inaugural balls and other 

events." 

Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs and is a senior membec of the Appcopriations Committee, 

The Fleece is awarded monthly for the biggest example of ridiculous, 

iconic or wasteful government spending. 

"The Presidential Inaugural Committee is a private entity like no 

other in existence. It's members were high officials in the 

Administration and they used their clout to demand that the Department of 

Defense and other government agencies provide taxpayec support to the 

' Inaugural." 

"The result was an Inaugural where $15.5 million was spent from tax 

dollars—most of it coming out of the Department of Defense budget, DoD 

provided 8400 military personnel to the Inaugucal including chauffeurs, 

personal aides to visiting VIPs, ushers, and 270 so called 

'coordinators' who were party ocganizecs. Twenty-three military aides 

were assigned to the First Family membecs and the Vice President's party. 

Governors had 56 more aides and 71 were provided to various VIPs and 

entertainers. 

"Lavish partying at Inaugurals has grown alarmingly. Historically 

there was one inaugucal ball. Then that was expanded to three and then 

five under JFK in 1961 and 9 for Ronald Reagan in 1985. A spectacular 

Gala has been added. Commemorative items are sold although in 1985 sales 

brought in $98,000 less than expenses for these items. 

"There are no laws authorizing much of these expenditures. The General 

Accounting Office has concluded that "During the 1985 inaugural, a 

significant amount of DOD's support was again provided without proper 

legal authority." 

(OVER)• 



"What should be done about this situation? There are several 

corrective, actions that need to be taken. First, Congress should pass a 

law spelling out exactly what kind of support should be given to 

Inaugural committees. This would clear up the legal questions. 

"Second, all government expenses required by the Presidential 

Inaugural Committee should be fully reimbursed by private funds. The 

taxpayers should not have to subsidize those aspects of Inaugurals which 

are private in nature and essentially are given to provide entertainment 

foe a President's political supportées and contributors. After all the 

public is not invited to the Galas and Balls so why should the public 

subsidize the wealthy campaign contributors who do get invitations? 

"Inaugurals have gotten out of hand. It's tine to being back sone 

sense of fiscal discipline and exeecise connon sense. When an 

Adnlnistration canpaigns to get the federal governnent off the backs of 

the taxpayers, it should gets it hands out of their wallets at Inaugural 

time," 



OFFICE OP 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FQR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A,H. Monday May 11, 1987 FOR P.M. PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) Monday awarded his Golden Fleece of the 

Month Award for May to the U.S. Navy "for throwing away more than $88,000 

of taxpayers' money on a bloodmobile so poorly designed and so badly 

built that the vehicle can't be operated safely, has numerous defects and 

has been gathering dust in a Rethesda Naval Hospital garage for the last 

three years. 

Senator Proxmire is chairman of the Banking Committee and serves on 

both the Appropriations and Joint Economic committees. Re gives a Golden 

Fleece award monthly for the most wasteful, ridiculous oc ironic use of 

taxpayers' money for that period. 

"This purchase has turned out to be one big bloody mess for the Navy 

and for the taxpayers. There's no way they'll collect a pint of anything, 

except for taxpayers' tears, in this ridiculously-built rolling rickety 

riot of a ride, 

"Like a big, sick elephant a heartbeat away from demise, this 

monstrosity is shedding parts all over the place. It's got more component 

pieces missing than a tiger has stripes and drags its big rear across the 

road like a bear with no hind legs. When you apply the-brakes after 

backing, the front wheels leave the ground like a bucking horse. This 

thing would probably lead to more bloodshed than blood collection. 

"That's not all. Space wasn't even provided for two Important 

laboratory-style blood separation units. That's like building a house 

without a doorway. As a white elephant, this jalopy fits the bill, 

"The poor taxpayer, weary from years of irresponsible government 

spending, will need a tranfusion of the pocketlaook when the final numbers 

are in. If the Navy buys submarines this way, we're sunk. 

"The Navy's problems with this purchase go back to the very beginning 

when a firm that had never built a bloodmobile got the contract. From the 

first inspection of the product up until final delivery, defects were 

discovered, but the critically-ill vehicle was accepted. Despite the 

injection of more government money and time into the vehicle's veins to 

get it going, the poor patient never registered more than a faint pulse, 

"The Navy says some of the blame goes to the Defense Department's 

contracting arm in Indianapolis, which handled the solicitation. In 



describing its own role in the debacle, the Navy says it was 'penny wise, 

and pound foolish.' I find it hard to see any wisdom, even a penny's 

worth. But there is more than a pound's worth of foolishness to go 

around. It seems elementary that somebody would have checked to make sure 

all the bidders were qualified. 

"When you look at some of the 23 deficiencies found on the first 

inspection in September 1983, right after this $88,328 'doom buggy' 

limped off the assembly line, you could sense trouble: 

Markings were smudged with white paint 

Fuel gauges were unidentified 

weight was improperly distributed (a safety hazard) 

Cabinet doors would not stay shut while the vehicle was in operation 

A ceiling storage cabinet was missing 

Fans and mufflers were missing 

Water 

The si 

leakage occured at 

Ink and drai 

The toilet was ir 

Ln tank 

is ta lied 

all wJ 

leaked 

too c] 

endows and 
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doors 

"More deficiencies turned up after delivery to the Bethesda Naval 

Medical Center. But the Navy still accepted this 'junkmobile:'" 

Hydraulic jacks would not reach the ground 

Brake lines were poorly routed 

The rear springs were collapsed 

Wiring did not match manufacturer's schematics 

Hater collected on the roof because of faulty design 

The rear tires were overloaded 

Troublescme main and auxiliary generators, including faulty wiring 

"When the Navy pulled the sputtering machine from service in March 

1984, five months after delivery to Bethesda, the vehicle had made only 

test runs. They ought to shoot the thing and take it out of its misery. 

"The Navy says it is now investigating the matter and is pursuing 

legal action. A day late and a dollar short they're now reviewing 

theic procedures. 

"The Navy wants to convert the truck portion of the 

bloodmobile into a flatbed and snow removal vehicle. That would be quite 

appropriate and useful. After all, they're going to need something to dig 

the taxpayers out from under this latest snow job." 



A photograph of the vehicle is reproduced belo 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6;30PH, Sunday June 14, 1987 FOR MONDAY AM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) awarded his Golden Fleece of the 

Month Award for June to the Executive Office of the President for 

"spending $611,623 to gild one medium sized room in the Old Executive 

Office Building which is next door to the White House. They were ready to 

go on to six other offices, including the lair of the Director of the 

Office of Management and Budget at a cost of $728,000, but suddenly 

'deferred' these plans after my inquiries. 

"The taxpayers may have saved millions because somebody had an attack 

of common sense. But now I know how Charlie Brown feels when Lucy holds 

the football and good old Charlie is ready to kick it into the next 

county, only to have Lucy jerk it away at the last moment." 

Senator Proxmire is Chairman of the Senate Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs Committee and serves on the Appropriations Subcommittee 

which has jurisdiction over the Executive Office of the President's 

budget. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or 

Ironic use of the taxpayers' money. 

"Under the auspices of the Executive Office, the General Services 

Administration—the government's housekeeping agency—was in the midst of 

renovating the interior of the Old Executive Office Building. It is home 

to many top officials of the executive branch, including the Director of 

the Office of Management and Budget. 

"This renovation started rather modestly. Published reports indicate 

that GSA had earlier renovated three libraries, the east rotunda, and 

four domes at a total cost of about S40O,Q00, 

"But like so many government programs, this renovation soon went from 

cost-conscious modesty to big-spending opulence. The Executive Office 

then approved renovating one medium-sized room, which most recently was 

used by Vice Presidents but in the past had housed the Secretary of the 

Navy. What did this one-room renovation cost? Not $100,000, nor even 

$400,000, but a staggering $611,623 was shelled out by the taxpayers. 

This office is now to be used for 'ceremonial functions and conferences', 

but remained unused as of mid-April. 

"When asked of any other offices were going to be renovated, the GSA 

replied on April 14, 1987, that 'Yes, a project to renovate rooms 252 and 



254 is in the procurement process. Future projects are planned for rooms 

226, 231, 232, and 236.' Rooms 252 and 254 are occupied by the Director 

of the Office of Management and Budget. GSA officials reported that the 

work in these rooms would cost over $500,000, and had an artist's 

depiction of the renovated office. Workmen had already started stripping 

the walls. 

"My staff visited the Old Executive Office Building to see bow the 

taxpayers' money had been spent. They reported that the work was indeed 

beautiful. They walked over the the OMB Director's office to see what was 

planned, and admired the artist's depiction. But as taxpayers themselves, 

they came away wondering why the work needed to be done now, given the 

size of the deficit—a sentiment I shared, 

"Over the telephone, we asked for some additional information 

regarding the work planned, but the Executive Office was getting antsy. 

So on May 19, 1987, I asked in writing for the additional Information 

regarding this work: who occupied the offices now, who would after 

renovation, the cost, and the historical significance of the offices. 

This inquiry evidently caused some consternation in the Executive Office. 

A reply, dated June 8, 1987 stated that the $728,000 renovation of the 

Director's office, instead of being in the procurement process 'has been 

deferred,' Note that this project has been deferred, not eliminated. GSA 

went on to say 'No firm dates have been established for any of the other 

rooms.' 

"It now looks as if the Director of the Office of Management and 

Budget is going to have to wait to have his office fancied up. This 

Senator is glad to see that economy does begin at home, at least after a 

little elbow nudging. But for spending $611,623 to fix one office, the 

Executive Office of the President richly deserves this month's Fleece, 

even after giving credit for a late-blooming passion for saving the 

taxpayers' money," 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Editor's Note: Attached are GSA's replies to my two inquiries. 



Inquiry dated March 18, 1987 

Renovation of the 
Secretary of the Navy's Office 
Old Executive Office Building 

1. Only one room has been restored. Temporary partitions have 
been removed to restore the Secretary of the Navy's office to 
its original size, 

2. The room is planned to be used for ceremonial functions and 
conferences. 

3. Historical nature of room; 

Fifteen Secretaries of the Navy utilized that room 
Including Jonathan Davis Long, who directed naval 
activities during the Spanish/American War and the First 
World War. 

In 1885, the Haval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, 
was inaugurated through that office. 

President Herbert Hoover occupied the room from 
December 26, 1929 through April 12, 1930. 

ied the room from 1921 through 

All Vice Presidents, with the exception of Hubert H. 
Humphrey, occupied that room after 1947. 

The total construction cost of the renovation was $611,623. 
The cost of moving the Vice President and adjacent staff 
offices was approximately $36,000, 

The room is open to the public for tours every Saturday. 
Based an current usage, it is estimated that 15,000 people per 
year will tour the room. 

Yes, a project to renovate rooms 252 and 254 is in the 
procurement process. Future projects are planned for rooms 
226, 231, 232, and 236. 



Hote: GSA reply to Proxmire Inquiry dated May 19, 1987 

Renovation of the 
Rooms 252, 254, 226, 231, 232, and 236 

Old Executive Office Building 

1. Estimated Costs of Work: 

Room 252 $230,000 
Room 254 $498,000 
Room 226 Budget not developed 
Room 231 $450,000 
Room 232 $300,000 
Room 236 Budget not developed 

2. The Present Room Occupants: 

Room 252/254 James Miller, Director, Office of 
Management and Budget and staff 

Room 231/232 Charles Hobbs, Assistant to the 
President for Policy Development and 
staff 

Room 226 Office of Policy Development Staff 
Room 236 Office of Management and Budget Staff 

3. Future Room Occupants: 

Same as noted in 2 above, 

4. Historic Significance of Rooms: 

a. Rooms 252-254 

Rooms 252-254 in the North wing of the Old Executive 
Office Building were designed as the offices of the 
Secretary of War and were used as such from 1883 
until 1888, when the Secretary moved to a 
corresponding suite in the west wing of the OEOB. 

Robert Todd Lincoln was the first Secretary of War to 
occupy the suite, taking occupation in February 1883, 
When the Secretary moved to the West wing in 1888, 
Room 254 became the office of the Commanding General 
of the Army until the abolishment of the office in 
1903. Room 254 was then occupied by the Adjutant 
General, followed by the State Department, upon the 
War Department's departure. 



Since the Department of State left the OEOB in 1948, 
Room 254 has housed first, the Directors of the 
Bureau of the Budget, and later the Directors of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

b. Rooms 231-232 

This room housed the Secretary of War from 1888 to 
1938, when the War Department moved to new quarters 
in Foggy Bottom. Among the notable occupants of this 
office were Robert Todd Lincoln (grandson of Abraham 
Lincoln and the first of the Secretaries to occupy 
the north wing office), Elihu Root, William Howard 
Taft, and Henry L, Stimson. It was in this office in 
1908 that Secretary Taft first heard of his 
Presidential nomination by the Republican Party at 
its national convention. 

c. Rooms 226 and 236 

These rooms have no historic significance, however 
they have decorative features which require 
restoration. 

Dates for Completion of Work and Appropriation of Funds 

The renovation/restoration of rooms 252/254 has been 
deferred. No firm dates have been established for any of 
the other rooms. 

Funds for these projects are provided to the General 
Services Administration on an annual basis in a lump sum 
for all projects, each of which is less than $500,000, 
through the Federal Building Fund. Projects greater than 
$500,000 each would require submission and approval of a 
prospectus by the appropriate Public Works Committees 
prior to accomplishment. 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M., WEDNESDAY, JULY 22,1987 FOR P.H. PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis,) awarded his Golden Fleece of the 

month for July to the Department of Commerce for "a 'see no evil' policy 

permitting local authorities to so mismanage a federally-funded, 

revolving loan program that the local economy was hurt rather than 

helped and SI.3 million — over 90 percent — of the money was lost. 

In one case, $95,000 was used to hijack 45 jobs from another part of the 

country. In another, EDA stood by while a $700,000 loan was frittered 

away over seven years, leaving the taxpayers with zilch. 

"The Economic Development Administration—EDA—stands for: no 

economy, no administration, and precious little development. Instead of 

providing as many new jobs as promised, EDA did a job on the American 

taxpayer," 

Senator Proxmire is Chairman of the the Senate Banking, Housing and 

Urban Affairs Commitee and serves on the the Senate Appropriations 

Committee which has jurisdiction over the Department of Commerce's 

budget. He awards a Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or 

ironic use of the taxpayers' money. 

"The Department of Commerce's Economic Development Administration 

gives grants to local areas to establish revolving loan programs. Local 

authorities are expected to use the funds to make loans which will 

further economic development, increase incomes and reduce unemployment. 

EDA officals are required to supervise the local programs to see that 

these goals are accomplished. 

"The 'turn-a-blind-eye' approach to reviewing one community's loan 

program resulted in questionable, improper and Illegal loans being made 

over the past several years. According to the Department of Commerce's 

own auditors, the less than eagled-eyed EDA officals missed the 

following: 

—'The loan portfolio was in poor conditon at 
best, and certain loan practices had hindered 
rather than stimulated the local economy. For 
example, four loans were approved by the city 
council rather than the industrial board, with no 
loan applications having been submitted and with 
insufficient funds to cover them. Two years later, 
funding for two of the loan still had not been 
disbursed. The delay disrupted planning and 
created private financing problems for the intended 
borrowers. 

(OVER) 



—'Loan records show, and City officials 
confirmed, that the Initial loan...,which is now in 
default, was never monitored or serviced throughout 
the seven years the company was operating and in 
financial trouble. Although the grantee may not 
have been able to prevent the company from 
untimately defaulting on the loan, adequate loan 
monitoring may have helped reduce the S7 00,000 loss 
to the RLF. Similarly, there has been no 
monitoring of the other loans. 

—'To further exemplify the grantee's poor RLF 
management, our review revealed that the Board 
knowingly violated the job relocation prohibition. 
Title 13 of the Code of Federal Regulations 
(Section 309,3) and Section 2.,C of the General 
Terms and Conditions of the grant award prohibit 
grant funds to be used in any way that would 
relocate jobs from one labor area to another EDA is 
to terminate those awards where the grantee knew 
about a relocation but did not inform the agency. 
In December 1985, the Board provided ...its first 
of three installments of about $95,000 which was 
used to relocate its manufacturing operation,..The 
plant was closed and the relocation completed in 
mid-1986. Labor union officials said that 45 jobs 
were lost as a result. 

—'To illustrate obvious violations of the grant 
agreement, the Board permitted excessive loan 
approvals...Four loans were appoved that exceed the 
$100,000 maximum loan amount stipulated in the 
grant agreement.' 

"EDA officals have finally decided to terminate this particular local 

loan program. How much of the $1,400,000 have they recovered? About 

592,000 — or 6 percent — meaning that the taxpayers took a 51,300,000 

bath. 

"The Economic Development Administration is a S215 million a year 

economic dinosaur. This Fleece is one example — one of many — of why 

Congress should put a stop to this waste. Here is one program that should 

be killed before taxes are raised." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI] 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6i30 A.M. WEDNESDAY, AUG. 26, 1987 FOR WED, PH PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmir^(D-Wis) in a statement from his Washington 

Office Wednesday said, "instead of a Golden Fleece award this month, 

today I'm giving the Pentagon an award of merit for three instances where 

the Defense Department trained its guns on waste aad is trying to save 

taxpayers millions of.dollars. 

"In one case, the Defense Department wants to shoot down a 

Congressional maneuver to bail out a defease contractor for a cost 

overrun. Now that's turning the tables on Congress with a vengeance. 

"In the other two cases. Defense Department employees came to me with 

ideas on ways to save tax dollars. A&d after a little prodding from my 

office, the Pentagon agreed, with the American taxpayer being the 

ultimate beneficiary.• 

Proxmire is a member of the Senate's Defense Appropriations 

Subcommittee and is Chairman of the Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Committee. Normally he gives a Golden Fleece award monthly for the 

biggest, most ridiculous or ironic example of wasteful spending. On 

occasion he substitutes a Merit Award for the Golden Fleece. 

•In the first case, the Pentagon is wearing the white hat and 

Congress is the taxpayer's villain. Instead of Congress complaining that 

the Pentagon is bailing out a defense contractor, the Pentagon is asking 

Congress to stop shoveling out money for a $10 million cost overrun that 

can't be defended, 

"Last year Congress slipped an unnoticed provision into its catch-all 

spending bill order ing the Secretary of the Navy to pay up to SIO million 

to a contractor building the Norfolk Navy Steam Plant, The Pentagon, in 

uncharacteristic bluntness, characterized this as a 'private relief 

effort' and a 'gratuity without the close Congressional scrutiny normally 

associated with such legislation.' 

"The Navy says the contractor had a binding contract to build the 

plant using his own specifications. When he ran into cost overruns, he 

went to the back door and got a provision placed in the congressional 

spending bill. The Pentagon is asking Congress to say no to this bailout 

but so far no relief is in sight. An amendment to deny the payment in 

the House of Representatives was changed on the floor to allow most if 

not all of the $10 million to be paid. 



"Hat's off to the Pentagon and a big boo for the Congress on this 

one, 

"In the second case, William Ostirander, an Air Force captain from 

Hather Air Force Base in California, wrote to me a while back that he 

knew of a supplier that could sell the Air Force high-quality computer 

diskettes for about 40 cents a copy cheaper than what his air base was 

paying for them. Now 40 cents might not sound like much, but Captain 

Östränder, who's a computer expert, estimated that his base alone could 

save $8,000 a year from the cheaper price. 

"But when Captain Östränder turned in his suggestion to his air base 

he ran into a squadron of red tape. After six months of hitting 

bureaucratic brick walls trying to get some action on his idea, he 

contacted my office. So I fired off a letter to the Air Force to shake 

out the cobwebs. 

"I'm happy to see that the Air Force turned on the afterburners and 

has directed the air base to begin buying the cheaper diskettes as long 

as they meet government standards. What's more, contracting officials 

will now consider Captain Ostrander's suggestion for use In the entire 

Air Force. 

"In the third case, a civilian employees of the Defense Department 

mailed me two small, flat gaskets, which looked identical. Nothing earth 

shaking about that. Except for the fact that the Navy was paying $17 for 

the gasket, while the Army was paying $52 for the same item. 

"I asked the Defense Department to investigate, and sure enough they 

discovered it was the same gasket made by two different companies, and 

the Army was paying three times as much for it than the Navy. It was a 

case of the left hand not coordinating with the right hand. 

"Both services are now buying the $17 gasket, and the Pentagon tells 

me that change will save them S5,000 a year." 

at 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSII 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 PH THURSDAY. SEPT. 2<l, I9B7 POR FRIDAY AH PAPERS 

Senator Williain Proxmire (D-Wls.) awarded his Golden Fleece of the 

month for September to the National Science Foundation (NSP) "for 

spending $9992 on a study of 'Bullfights and Ideology of the "Nation" In 

Spain.' By supporting a trip to Spain and a year-long aeries of visits 

to bullfights around that nation, the NSP has given the American taxpayer 

a bum steer." 

Senator Proxmire ia Chairman of the Senate Appropriations 

Subcommittee which haa Jurisdiction over the NSP's budget. He awards a 

Fleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or Ironic use of federal 

funda. 

"The summary of the project states: 

'This research proposes to examine the dialectical 

relationship between the categories "nation" and 

"region" In Spain as these are manifasted through 

the polemical spectacles known as the "national 

fiesta," the Spanish bullfights In their several 

formats...The research will entail ethnographic 

descriptions and comparisons of the local vs. 

national bullfighting formats, and Intensive 

interviews with informants to record their 

Identification with, or rejection of, the various 

forms of bullfights, as well as other specific 

soolo-polttlcal categories of Spain.'" 

"While the proposed budget includes $500 for a camera and • 

acoessopiea, the assumed dally expenses are relatively modest. The 

researcher will probably not be staying In very many five star hotels 

during visits to the bullfights in Seville, Madrid, Valencia and other 

exciting Spanish cities. 

"The project Is being undertaken by an obviously highly qualified 

researcher who speaks Spanish fluently having lived and worked in Spain, 

"I have no objection as such to a study of bullfighting as a 

cultural manifestation of the Spanish regional and national character; 

although I suspect that s few hours spent with Ernest Hemingway's 



writings would be better reading and would probably give Just as much 

understanding of the Spanish culture, 

"What I do object to Is, given the giant federal budget deficit and 

the needs of other government programs, the decision by the NSP to fund 

this study. Clearly it is time for the NSP to grab the bull by the 

horns and get Its priorities straight. 

"The bullfight study is a part of the NSP's anthropological science 

program whose budget the Foundation has purposed to Increase by $640,000 

to $8,220,000 next year, 

"I first raised questions about this and several other studies in 

the Appropriations Subcommittee hearings on the NSP budget. The NSP 

argued In favor of the studies and later provided me with additional 

information on them. 

"After examining the complete record, I continue to doubt the value 

of spending taxpayers money on two other studies but see the NSP's 

argument of some possible worth to the studies. 

"The first project involved spending $23,279 to study the cultural 

and social context of astronomical knowledge by two native groups in 

Indonesia. One group used the stars to do Impressive feats of open seas 

navigation and the other studied the sky to predict the changing seasons 

for their primitive agricultural society. 

"The second project devoted $28,578 to study the role of non-

raarrlage in rural Irish family systems, Irish society has one of the 

highest rates of late and non-marriage, A study of how these single 

adults fit into their families and culture might help us underatand 

similar situations tn our own nation. 

"Funding these studies once again raises the question of prtorltlea. 

The taxpayers cannot afford to fund every study on every subject 

everywhere in the world. To the question, is thla trip necessary?, the 

NSP should more frequently answer with a resounding: NOl" 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

*^g^ÊLEÂ3sTpTË^6^3^M!wËDNESDAY. OCTOBER 21, 19^r FOR PM PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wls.) Wednesday awarded his Golden Fleece 

of the Month Award for October to the íepartment of Energy 

for,"concocting a witches brew to dispose of n':.¿iear waste which may cost 

the taxpayers a glowing $1.6 billion by l̂ 'gS. The Department haa let some 

utilités avoid paying any of the costa tf ^nis disposal until a decade 

from now. As a result, the taxp5yg;'^ are likely to end up with hot 

wallets. 

"The Department of Energy Is maKlng some of our more extravagant 

saving and loan associations look like paragons of virtue. This approach 

—ls---K£istlHg--th&--ta_̂ p-à-y-êfs"-and"h"éroñEs"'Íñ the pits. Somebody's common sense 

has decaye'¡_ii 

Senatgp proxmire is the Chairman of the Banking, Housing, and Drban 

Affaira Committee and is a senior member of the Appropriations Committee. 

He awPj,¿g a Golden Fleece monthly to the most ridiculous, wasteful, or 

^^9nic use of the taxpayers' money for that period. 

"In 1982, Congress required that the federal government assume the 

responsibility of disposing of nuclear waste. Those who generated this 

waste, usually private utilités operating nuclear planta, were to pay all 

coats of this disposal. 

"The Department of Energy eatahlished three methods of payment, two 

of which make aenae. These are payment in full, and payment over 40 

quarters, ten years, with interest. Of the 47 companies which own spent 

nuclear fuel, 35 selected one of these two methods of payment. 

"But that leaves 11 who selected the third method—a future lump-sum 

payment with accumulated Interest. These companies are charging their 

customers a fee to cover the coats of dlapoaal and have colleoted about 

$625 million. But the Department, In an electrifying decision, aid not 

require these utilités to set this money aside In escrow. 

"The Department's Inspector General did a survey and found that many 

of these companies were using this money for internal company purposes, 

such as paying for new conatruotion or meeting the payroll. They intended 

to pay the disposai fee, when the time came, either by borrowing the 

money or by ualng internally generated cash. The problem with this 



approach: six of these utilités are already in financial hot water, 

usually because of the cost of constructing nuclear power planta. 

"What is going to happen ten yeara from now when these utilities will 

be facing a $1.6 billion bill? One possibility would be a whopping big 

rate Increase for those served by these utilitea. But after aervlng in 

the Senate for over 30 years, I believe a much more likely outcome is a 

federal BAILOUT. The taxpayers will be stuck with this $1.6 billion bill. 

"The Department of Energy richly deserves the October Fleece for this 

'waate now, pay later' policy. They have done a much better Job of 

digging a grave for the taxpayers than of disposing of nuclear waste." 



SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSI 

POR RELEASE APTER 6:30 AH, November 23. 1937 FOR HONDAY PHs PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wla.) Honday gave his Golden Fleece of 

the Month Award for November to the Treasury Department for, "a world-

class $1,2 billion a year tax loophole which can only be used by U.S. 

citizens who live and work in foreign countries. This loophole allows 

these citizens to exclude a $70,000 chunk of their income from our income 

tax. What a nice reward for working in London, or Paris, or other 

hardahip poats favored by big multi-national corporations. 

"Charity may begin at home, but when it comes to tax breaks they get 

a running start in the old country. This loophole la enough to tax the 

patience of the long-suffering, home-bound taxpayer who may aoon see his 

taxes increased." 

Senator Proxmire la Chairman of the Banking, Housing, and Urban 

Affairs Committee and aerves on the Appropriations Committee. He awards a 

Pleece monthly to the most wasteful, ridiculous, or ironic uge of the 

taxpayers' money. Tax loopholes are like entitlement spending but on the 

revenue side of the budget: anyone who qualifies gets the break without 

regard to income or need. 

"Imagine the outcry if a Member of Congress proposed a new 

entitlement program which had the following provisions. Americans who 

decided to work overseas would be entitled to a $25,000 a year grant, 

which la the approximate cash value of a $70,000 a year tax exclusion. 

They would receive this grant no matter their Income and no matter where 

they worked. This new program would cost the taxpayer about $1.2 billion 

a year, tt would stand about as much chance of passage as would a hard 

freeze in Hades. 

"The continued exlatence of this -loophole ig especially ironic, given 

the huge trade deficit we face. If economists agree on anything tt is 

that we need to reduce the federal fiacal deficit in order to Improve the 

trade deficit. 

"Set proponenta of thia loophole argue that we need it In order to— 

you guessed it-reduce the trade deficit. They contend that Americans 

need a tax break before they will work overseas and that these Americana 

are' better able to sell American made products. 



"A decade ago, a thread-alzed version of this loophole earned a 

Pleece. Then, the exclusion waa $20,000, which coat the taxpayer about 

$400 million, and our trade deficit was leaa than $10 billion. Now, the 

exclusion is $70,000; it costa a cool $1.2 billion; and the trade deficit 

ia in the range of $150 billion. At beat, these facta demonstrate that 

the exclusion has no effect on that deficit. At worst, it appears that 

the higher the excluaion, the worse the deficit. Then, as now, the 

argument that this exclusion is vital to our International trade simply 

doesn't stand up to examination. 

"A Pleece resulta in less spending or a program's elimination about 

two-thirds of the time. Thia one is a whopper that got away. Despite a 

decade of efforts to reduce the deficit thia loophole haa not only 

survived but proapered. 

"I believe the reason this loophole survives has more to do with 

living well than with the trade deficit. American executives who live and 

work overseas generally do quite well, thank you. If thia loophole were 

eliminated, they would have to become lean and mean instead of fat and 

sassy. That would be difficult for them, but good for the country. And we 

could sure use that $1.2 billion." 



OFFICE OF 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6:30 A.M., Wednesday, December 23,1987.POR P.M.PAPERS 

Senator William Proxmire (D-Wis.) in a statement from his Washington 

office, Wednesday, awarded his Golden Pleece for the month of December to 

the Department of the Army-for "digging a hole and burying $159,000 of 

taxpayers' dollars on decorative trees and shrubs which died within a 

year and had to be uprooted. The Army succeeded In treeing the taxpayer 

this time, and should turn over a new leaf. This spending was truly bush 

league." 

Senator Proxmire is the chairman of the Banking, Housing and Urban 

Affairs Committee and serves on the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee. 

He awards a Pleece monthly for the most wasteful, ridiculous or ironic 

use of the taxpayers' money. 

"During September, 1986, the Army at Fort Belvolr, Virginia found a 

stray $159,000. Rather than returning this money to the taxpayer, they 

decided to spruce up their fort, which haa four thousand acres of trees 

and shrubs that nature has already provided. They spent $35,000 for the 

landscaping design. Then on September 29th and 30th, right before the 

fiscal year ended, they spent the other $124,000. This smacks of year-

end spending Just to get money off the books. I suspect It was a last 

ditch effort to bury the money before it expired at Fort Belvolr. 

"What did the taxpayers buy? Faulty landscape design work along with 

holly bushes, summit ash trees and various other shrubs for areas around 

buildings. These buildings include the General's office building, the 

comissary, the Finance and Accounting office building and others. This 

was in the midst of thousands of acres of trees that could have been used 

for transplanting or tree farming. 

"Evidently the trees and shrubs did not take well to this military 

approach to gardening. As the seasons passed, so did the greenery. 

Finally, they bit the dust. On December 5, 1987, the Array dug up the 

brown, shriveled plantfs, which had become an eyesore. The Army has 

really dug themselves in on this one. Their effort.'! to make parts of F'.̂rt 

Belvolr look like a posh English garden have failed. The trees and 

shrubbery were nothing more than a forgotten gleam in some orricer's 

eyes. But the taxpayers had plowed $159,000 Into this garden of sorrows 

only to reap an empty purse." . •••.•• 


