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STATE SECRETARY'S REPORT

March 22, 1915,

The Wisconsin Loyalty Legion, successoer to the
Wisconsin Defense League, has been in existence
about seven months, and this report will be &
hrief recital of its activities during the last four
montha, the presenl Incumbenl as secretary hav-
ing aszumed the duties and rvesponsibilities of
that offica on November 1, 1917, In order nol to
burden the meeting with details or take too much
of your time, your secretary bhas prepared this re-
port in paragraph form, epitomizing each of the
Legion's activitles and clasgifying them ander a
descriptive sub-head as follows: '

Development of Legion—3ince November 1,
1517, the Wisconsin Loyalty Legion has grown
from thirty-seven chapters, one-half of which ware
lpcated in Milwaunkee county, to more than 250
chapters., Its memberszhip during that period has
Increased from a few thousand to about 48,000,
There are in process of organization not less than
thirty-five chapters and it is estimated that thers
ara from 10,000 to 20000 members of up-state
chapters who have not vet beon reported Lo state
headguarters by the secretaries of the varlous
chapters. There 15 information In the secretary’s
office that warrants the statement that within ten
days or two weeks there gshould be a total of three
hundred chapters in Wisconsin. In many places
mambership drives are now in progress and there
iz avery reason {o believe the present member-
ship will be at least doubled in the next few
months., The original plan of development and
organization was to send out ai leasi one if not
a corps of organizers, through whose efforts It
was hoped to place a chapter of the Legiom in
avery city and village In the state. This plan,
however, was found to be vasily more expensive
than the Legiom's exchequer would permit. Ae-
cordingly a substitute plan was adopted and with
this many of you are familiar for you know how
many letters pleading with you to organize you
recefvad from this office. The mail system of
organizing, as you will note from the foregoing
figures, Iz working out very satisfactorily, al-
though it is considerably slower than the sending
omt of persomal organigera,  Howevoer, what it
loses in spead it perhaps more than makes up in
eoonomy. In this connection YOur gecretary ven-
tures to suggest that if every man here today
will co-operate with Etate headguarters, making
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such suggestions as you can and giving such as-
sistance a4 is pozsible in organizing local chapters
in eitiea and villages in your viclnity where one
has not already been formed, the Wisconsin Loy-
alty Legion by the time next fall’s elections roll
around will have a chapter membership of at
leaat five hundrad and will have a total member-
ship of not less than 150,000, The organization
plan of your Eecmtur}';cum:prﬂhanda more than
the srganization of chapters in eities and villagos.
A plan has already been perfected whereby rural
communities will be organized, but for the time
being all effort and attemtlon Is being centered
npon organization work in cities and villagea, five
hundred of which should he lined up first before
rural territory is towched.

Finances—Since November 1 enough moner has
heen radead by contribution and duaes o lHguidate
an indehbtedness of more than 2,680, pay the run-
ning expenses of the institution and leave about
that amount of money in the treasury. The aver-
age dues pald by members is 25 cents of which
one-half iz retained by the chapter, The 121
centz turned over to state headguarters scarcely
pave the cost per member. The Initlal cost of
postage and Loyalty Legion pins provided by state
headquarters aggregates more than one-half of
what state headquarters receives from each mem-
ber, leaving only about five centa to take care of
sibsequent postage, the vast paper and printing
hills, headguarters rent, salaries and general over-
hesd. Thus it will be readily seen that without
generous contributions on the part of patriotic
citizens the Leglon could not exist and carry on
its present propaganda for the Americanization of

Wisconsin.

Patriotic Literature—Few people realize the
magnitnde of this organization until they are told
that the Wisconsin Loyalty Legion's mail Iz not
carried to the post office in arms full, but fre-
quently by the drayv load, We have distributed in
Wiseongin by direct mail during the last fouar
months more than 1,800,000 piecea of lterature.
Aceording to the last monthly report of the De-
partment of Public Information at Washington, we
have digtributed about one-tenth of all the patri-
otic literature sent out by that department, which
ig more than has been distrlbuted by any other
half dozen organizations in the country. Wa have
at present a corps of volunteer addressers at work
on & congignment of nearly a half million pieces
of mail that we aim to have in the hands of the
voters of the state before they cast their ballots
for United States senator and other offices at the
forthcoming election. We have on our mailing



list between 175,000 and 200,000 names, incloding
pames of members of Leglon chapters, names of
persons: who signed the Lovalty Legion petition,
names of bankers, travelers, ereamery and cheosa
factory owners, and many other valuahle lists we
have worked up during the last few months, Our
mailing list at present is believed to contain
names of influential men in practically every line
of endeavor in the state. Literature sent out by
us receives wider circulation than simply those to
whom it ls mailed, for one of the ebligations of
membera of the legiom is to read such literature
ag they recelve and then pass it on 0 s0me one
believed to be indiferent or negative to the in-
tareals of this country in the present erisis. Much
ageistance has been obtained from’ cheege factory
and cregmery owners in the matter of distribation
of literature in rural districts. Several hundred
of them replled favorably to onr letters and are
known to have done gplendid work in sesing to it
that the patriptic literature sent them from head-
quarters was properly distributed among farmers
with whom they had dealings and among farmers
Uving in the vicinity of the factorles. We now
are in posgession of the names of the men who
are in sympathy with the work being done by the
Legion and upon whom we ¢can call in the spring
to aid us in organizing chapters in rural districts,

Schools—More than 2000 grade or one-room
sehool: have introduced 1o the clvies oF history
courae a study of the lterature we provide and
it is expected this work eventually wlll apread (o
practically every school in the atate. In addition
to thiz, the literature we are sending ont is heing
naed as cg_@leml reading in some of the high
schools,  We have used fhe school children in
gome instances te carry to thelr homes the Htera-
ture we furnighed and in that manner have been
able to get it into many homes that could not
otherwise be reached. ‘Through the instrumen-
tality of the schools we have gained nnieh vala-
able information concerning the sentiment of
people in varfous rural localities, School children
report at school how the father or mother or
brother feels abount them stodying our patriotie
literatura and they in turn report to the teacher.
Through that spurce the information reaches us
and in that way wea are in possession of informa-
‘tion that tells uz where the hardest work must be
done to overcome pro-Germanism.  We have
through this means record of anmercns instances
where parents positively forbade children reading
the literature we sent Lo their schools, but, pro-
ceeding on the accuracy of the axiom that “com-
stant dropping wears away the stone," we con-
tinued to pound away all the harder and in many




of the so-called proGerman communities have
actnal evidence of an improved condition.

Banks—Some weoks ago we procured a list of
all the banks in Wisconsin, To cach we sent a
sample package of patriotic lterature and with
it & note asking them to write to us telling how
many Meces of the literature they would agree to
distribute among their patrons. More than ninety
per cent of the banks replied favorably and some
thonsands of pieces of literature were distributed
throngh that means.

Hotels—A plan iz on foot now (o place on the
dresser of every hotel guest room in Wisconsin
one of each of the varlous kinds of patriotic litera-
ture we have to diztribute. On each of these sam-
ple pieces will be printed the words, “Do not re-
move, For coples of this pamphlet apply to the
Wisconasin Loyalty Legloms 228 PFirst Natlonal
Bank building, Milwankee,” It ig believed that
through thiz medium the circulation of literatare
will he wvery greatly increased and a circulation
not awvailable through any other source will bhe
gained. Several thousand traveling salesmen have
been enlisted to aid in carrving out this plan.
Through their Commercial Traveler headquarters
theyr will be asked to report to Legion headguar-
ters any hotel man whom they know refuzes to
permit the patriotic Hierature to be placed upon
the dressers in his gueat roome and npon the read-
ing tahles in the office. Traveling salesmen have
also been appealed to for aid in organization work.
Many have agreed to provide state headguoarters
with namez of patriotic men in cities or villages
where Legion chapters have not ¥yet been organ-
ized. State headguarters accordingly will get in
touch with these men and steps will be taken lm-
mediately to start 2 movement for the eatablish-
ment of a chapter, A mumber of traveling men
have already been of valuable service im that
MAnner,

Speakers—Z2everal hundred good men have
agread to take eare of our platform work., During
the last four months more than one thousand
public addresses have been delivered by owur
apeakers, The speakers’ burean is developing rap-
idly. Many of the chapters are holding meetings
gemi-monthly and most of them are asking uwa to
provide speakarz. Chapters have been instruocted
to make every effort not to 611 halls with their
own members, but to see that those whose Amer-
icanism is under suspicion are Induced to atiend
the meetings, Instances have been known whera
it wag imposgibla to secure g hall for a patriotic
meeting.  Special energy has been directed to
such localities with the result that in practically
every ingtance a Leglon chapter has been organ-
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ized and good public meetings are now being hald,
Chapters are expected to pay the traveling &ax-
penaas of the speakers and state headguarters
usually pays other expenses. However, where a
chapter cannot afferd to pay evem the traveling
expenses, state headguarters pays it, for it is in
those instances usually where the hardest work
needs to be done,

Factory Meetings—Arrangements are now being
made with the Wisconsin Manufacturers’ Associs- '
tion to place speakers in factories and thus reach
i large mumber of men not otherwise available.
In many instances wa are assured that factory
help will be given a thirty-minute respite from
work to listen to the patriotic address of one of
our speakers. We are assured of whole-hearted
co-pperation on the part of many large employers
and when that feature of our apeaking campaign
opens will nesd to inerease the number of spell
binders very materially.

Churches—Sevaral weeks ago we secured the
malling list of pastors of practically all of the
churches in Wisconsin, A letter was sent to each
outlining the work of the Wiscongin Loyalty
Legion and suggeating that we planned now to
carry our patriotic propaganda into the churches.
We asked to have the pulpits in the churches on
at least ome if mot two Sunday evenings each
month. Many of the ministers have replied to
those letters, most of them saying they would
gladly turn their pulpits over to patriotic speak-
erg, Others stated they would have to take uap
the matter with their official boards and still
others have not replied at all. The attitode of
the latter class regarding the war may well be
surmised and gives us another ¢lue as to whera
we neod to speed up the machinery of tha Lovalty
Legion. The Sunday evenlng pulplt work has
already been token up in a small way and as soon
as our lawyer speakers get a little more courage
most of them will be azked to fill Sunday evening
assignments. We plan to ask the churches in the
smaller gitiea to hold union meotings so that our
speakers will be assured of good crowds.

Lumbermen—We are formulating a plan and
are assured of company cooperation to carry Lthe
patrlotic word to men In camps. We are also soon
to organize chapters in the small lumber towns of
tha north.

Americanization—A plan looking toward the
Americanization of foreigners in clties iz now
being developed and will be put into action in the
near foture. The plan is being tried out in Ml
wankee al the present time and as spon 43 per-
fected local chapters of the Legion in uap-state
cities will be asked to adopt it and do what they



can to make Amerlcans of the forelgnerz who
now speak and think in the mother tongue. This
we regard a8 one of the most important of the
future activities of the Legion.

FPrograms-—Programs for chaper work will be
Izsued in the near future. This work Is in prog-
ress now and upon completion will be sent to the
secretary of each chapter,

Mass Meeting—A word here with regard to yves-
terday's mass meeting will perhaps not be amiss,
Early last December the idea was conceived that
4 stote-wide non-partisan mass meeting should ba
called for the purpose of conferring with the gov-
ernor 1o call a special election to f[ll the vacancy
In the United States senate caused by the death
of Panl O, Huzting, Az a preliminary to the pro-
posed mass meeting it was deemed advisable for
the Legion to send a commities to Madisaon to
confer with Governor Philipps with & view to gain-
Ing hiz idea of the situation and alao to induce
him to place in the eall for the proposed speclal
sesafon of the legislature a paragraph that would
make poszible the amendment of the alection laws
50 as to make fusion possible, thereby eliminate
party contests end make certain the election of a
loyal candidate as senator. The governor refused.
Later another committes representing the Legion
called upon the governor, but again he refused to
listen, declaring he would ask the legislature for
permission to appoint a senator. He admitted at
that time that the legislature was not with him
on the proposition butl stated bhe hoped to gain a
majority of them after they reached Madison to at-
tond the special session. After the session con-
vened and after the governgr saw he was defeated
in his plan to appoint, he called a speclal election
for sepator, but made no provision for the amend-
ment of the election law. Henee the struggle
along party lineg In the campaign which culmin-
ated in the battle of ballols at the polls la=t Taes-
day. The Lowyalty Leglon during the campalgn
made it plain to every chapter that thiz organiza-
tion knows no politics and has no capdidate, but
was out to defeat any hali-hearted or disloyal can-
didate whose names appaared on the zenatorial
ballot.. Had the governor acted in consonance
with the wishes of thousands of members of this
organization there would have been a spacial elee-
thon monthz ago and a loval man wonld now be
occupying the vacant chair in the United Statez
senate,

Down Disloyalty—The Legion stands for the
suppreassion of disiovalty in any form. Its aectiv-
ity in that directlon has been marked in many
communities, The most recent achievement in
that line occurved only two weelks ago when it
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caused the virtual suppression in practically every
city of the state of a bill board advertising prop-
aganda planoed by one of the alleged digloyal
candidates whose name appeared on the semator-
fal ballot at last Tuesday's primary. A golet tip
reached the secratary’s office o the eflect that
highly colored disloyal lithographs in the inter
ests ol the aforesald candidate were soom to be
sent to bill board ownerz im every eity in the
state. These were to be posted upon the il
boards ten daye before the primary. The Legion
procured the names and asddresses of every hbill
board ownear in the state. 1L s0 hﬂpp&ued that in
are aucthll boards Lhefm are also chapters of the
Léglon. The secretary’s office at once dizpatehed
a letter to heads of the chapters im the warlous
cities in the state, asked that they appoint a com-
mittee and at once confar with the bill board
nwner, asking him to refuse to post any disloyal
papar. The request was granted in most in-
stances with the result that very Hitle of the al-
leged disloyal paper was put up. In several other
Instances the Legion was respensible fer prevents
Ing meetings of alleged disloyal leaders, the most
ptriking of these instances being that at Theresa
gevaral months ago when about six hundred
Legion members [rom a dozen or more cities
Hocked to that little village and prevented Emil
Beidl from holding a pro-German meeting. Num-
grong other instances of this kind could be man-
tiomed, but these will sufice as examples of that
gort of work the Legion is doing,
Co-operation—Lagion membership is increasing
hy leaps and bounds, as has been gtated in the
earlier pages of this report. However, with more
active cooperation on the part of chapter officers
in the up-state chapters the membership can be
increased very much more rapidly. Most of the
larger cities and villages now have local chapters,
but hundreds of the smaller placeas are still un-
organized. Chapter officers could aid organization
work Immediately if they will glve a little atten-
tiom to villages near their home clties amnd see to
it that organization work is started there., You
men here could take three or fonr others in your
car, drive to a neighboring village, see some of
your friends there and in three or four hours' time
could start a chapter in nearby communities, In
that way the entire state could be organized very
much guicker and perhaps much more efectively.
If you are not willing to co-operate (o the extent
of attending to thia organization work yourselves,
you could at least give the gtate secretary the
names of certain men in the unorganized commun-
ities so that organization work could be uynder-
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taken from here. The use of your name in a let-
ter written from here to some one in a town near
yours would help very materially in getting the
attention of the men to whom we write, Ona
other suggestion along the line of eo-operation s
that you urge your chapter secretary to send to
us the enrollment cardz signed by members in-
gtead of sending uws a typewritten list of the
names. Our records of membership are kept on
the original enrollment carda, If you do mot send
us the eards we are obliged to copy the names of
yoilr members onto cards, which entails endless
work, all of which adds to OUR expense. An-
other way In which you could aid very materially
in furthering our educational work Iz to hold
maore pohlic mestingz and ask us for spealiors.
I}o not wait for headquarters to urge you to have
& meeting, but plan meetings yourself and look to
ua for speakara. As has bheen said, local chapters
usually pay the traveling expensea of spealers
and entertain them while they are in town, but
other expenses are taken care of by state head-
quarters. Our speakers' bureau iz bullding up
rapidly and scon we will route certain of the plat-
form men through the ziate, When you get the
word from state headqunarters that a speaker will
be in vour city on a certain date, do all vou can
to provide the best hall available, advertizse the
meeting and get out a crowd, It I that sort of
work thal eventually converts the half-hearted
and not infrequently makea an American out of a
man who had been positively dizloyal.

Concluglon—The most important work of the
Wiecongin Loyalty Legion lies in the future. Mext
fall slevan congressmen will ba elected. OF the
present delegation in congress from this state
only two of them voted with the administration on
the original war measures, The other nine are in
a measure responaible for the unaavory reputation
Wisconsin now has. Tt is the duty of every loyal
citizen and especially every member of the Lagion
to exert himself to the utmost to see to 1t that no
disloyal man i8 elected next fall. The organiza-
tion by that time must be sufficlently strong that
there com be no questlon of the ontcome of an
election where the contest iz between o loyal and
a dizloyal or half-hearted candidate,

The peripd we have passed through and for per-
haps ancther month or two hag been and will be
largely organization. Numerieal strength iz oar
first reguisite. Following thiz, constructive work
of vastly greater importance and magnitude must
be accomplished.

Respectfully submitted,
G. F. KULL,
Secretary.
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MASS MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of the State-wide, MNon-Partisan Mass
Meeting Held Under the Auspices of the Wis-
consin Lovalty Legion at Kilbaurn Hall of the
Auditorium, Milwaukee, on Friday Aftermoon
and Evening, March 23rd, 1918.

Detailed program of meeting attached heroto.

Moved by Mr. Haves and duiy seconded that the
Chalrman, Mr. Clafre Bird of Wausau, appolnt a
committee of aeven to dreaft a aet of resolutions,
Unanimously earried.

Moved by Mr. . H. Martin and duly seconded
that any member of the mass meeting having a
sot of resslutions to submit be anthorized and in-
structad to submit them to the Rezalutions Com-
mittes appointed by the Chalrman. Unanimously
carriad.

Chairman Bird appointed the following asz Reso-
Intions Committes:

Mr. W. A Haves.........c..o00.. . Milwankes
Mr. I. M, Alexander, .. ......:u4 Port Edwarda
Mr. J. M. Whitehead............. ... Janesville
3, A 2 R | R Groen Bay
Mr. W, F. BHe@. .. ouivisniannanos s ABNaN0
Mr. Hobt, Crawford. .. ..._..... Mineral Point
R A O s o o e e Milwapkee

Committee on Hesolutions a.djaumﬂd promptly
to Junean Hall,

At By P, M. the Resolutions Committes re-
portad the following set of reaslutions:

The Wiscongin Loyalty Legion, representing
alls gections of the Biate, have asgembled thia
22nd day of March, 1918, for the purpose of
glving volce to the militant lovalists of Wis-
consin. We are determined that all patriotic
citizens and all in whom the sentiment of patri-
otlsm exlst shall be glven a wallylng cry for
their County¥ and an opportunity to sustain it
in its greal struggle. After a most thorough
examination, we find the facts as follows:

Pirst. That, judging by every long acceptod
test of the civilized world, Germany actually
mada war upon the United States for nearly
twa years before April &, 1017, During these
two vears, neither our National Government
nor ouf citizens did anvthing that gave her
caunse for making such warfare upom us,

Bocond. That, prior to our entrance into the
war, (Fermany, conlrary to the law of nations,
committed many grievona crimes against our
Government and against our people. By such
crimes she compelled us either to enter the
war or Lo submit to the losa of our national in-
dependence and our individoal freedom,

Third. That never bedore in our nation’s his-
tory did a foreign power give to our people so
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many grievous causes for war. By a great
variety of crimes, she atruck nol only at the
perpetuity of our Natlomal Government, but
alzo atb the dally prosperity, safery, and happi-
ness of the individual citizen,

Fourth, That for years she malntained In
the capital of our Nation an ambassador, who,
thongh treatad by our great Prezident with
every courtesy which kEnightly conduct dic-
tated, and given every confidence which honor
could require, made falgehood a profession and
conspiracy a trade for the express purpose of
destroving the Nation whose hospitality he
tenjoyed.

Fifth, That, by expresa orders, and contrary
Lo the plainest dictates of humanlty, ruthlessly
and withont warning, she nurdersd American
citigens upon the high seas, and that all of
such citizens were, st the very time they wara
g0 murdered, exercising only such 1ights as had
previously been guaranteed them by the undis-
putad and plain letter of the law.

Bixth, That she employed thousands of
gecret agents and spies o colmimit perjury
under our laws for the purpese of securing the
privileges of American citizenship in order
that, ander cover of asuch clizenship, they
might more affectively decelve our Government
anr aid the Government of Germany,

Seyenth. That, prior to our entz_ing the wa |
she pent such secret agenis and s@es inlo oo
farming eommunities and among the lanoring
men In-our sdtlez to poison their minda with
falsehoods, (o the effect that pur President and
olr Natfona! Governiment wepse unjust ta Ger-
many, and were unfairly aiding Ge meny’s fooa,
and that thiz Country had no goold cooze for
war: that such zeoret agents snd aples ap-
peared in almost every community os salesmen,
solicitors, lecturerd, organizers of sozieties ool
in many octher waya. That throngh them, and
by means of the falsehoods and les dissem-
Inated by them, she decelved large numbess of
our citizens and led them into a s5Lota of*oppo-
aition to the Government of our own Eeat
Country,

Eighth. That she made the Cerman-Ameri-
can Alliance an agency of disloyalty and sedi-
tion, the malign activities of which were s2en
everywhere throughout ouwr aend: 1 Jur
schoolz; imdhe press; in various [faterpal amd
zoeial organizations, and even in our legisla-
turea and ogur churches. That by this and
similar agencies. emplo¥ing fraad and conspir-
acy, bribery and perjury, she sought to sow Jdi=-
cord among us; sel class sgainst cless; dis-
organize onr efforts to prosecute the war
against her and ruin ws in & reign of Russian
Bolzshevilkl.

Ninth. That sghe sent over the Country amnd
into our great manofacturing centers her vil-
lanous agenis of destruction and murder, who
destroved ships, wrecked manufacturing plants
and ruined food supplies.

Tenth. That, while professing triendship, she
endeavorad o form an alliance with Mexico
and Japan to make war upon us and dismember
our territory.

14



Bleventh, That, after more than two years
of war and after ker cruel and barbarcus meth-
ofs of warfars were fully wiinesgad by the
Country as a whole, elghteen million American
votara of our Country elected a Congress which
folt compelled almost unanimoasly to declare
war, and did so declare it on the §th day of
April, 1917.

Twelfth. That, after we entercd the war, her
agents and sympathizers among us set afloat
enuntless charges against the honesty, the effi-
ciency and the skill of our public officials; and
that many uninformed, but well meaning
people, helisaving auch charges to ba true, have
withheld from our Government that support
which it was thelr plain duty to give.

Thirteenth. That ouwr President, in recom-
mending war, and out National Congress, in
declaring war, did so, not only with full ap-
proval of, but in compliance with the demands
of the vast majocity of the American people;
anid that, had the President fatled to recom-
mend war, and had Congreas failed to vota a
dectartion of war, they would both have been
false to their ocaths of office, the traditions
of the American people and subject to the
severesl censure,

Fourteenth, That the Constitution makes the
Presldent the commanderin-chief of both the
army and the aavy. That his cath of office Te-
guires him to exoerdise botn functions. That
singleness of leadership is wisely provided in
the Constitution as ezsential to suwccess, That,
although we may differ from the President as
to the wizdom of particular acts, we must yvield
to that lssdership which the garnered wisdom
of the Americen people has assigned to him;
that it iz his duty to lead and our duty to fol-
low, That, as President, he has hol exceeded
hiz powers; that he has not vielated the Con-
gtitation: that in =l Lthings he has sernpulously
regarded the Constitution, mindful of the great
fact that the Constitmtion containg abundant
authority for vigoromaly carrying on a war,
wherever upon the face of the sarth such a war
may bo peceseary in defense of our national
integrity and the protection of the lives and
the liberties of the American pecple.

Filteenth. That every power thus far exer-
cized by our National Govermment for the pur
pose of prosecuting the war Lo a victorious emd
has been exercized according to the letter and
the spirit of our Constitution and not in viola-
tion thereaf.

With these great factz zo clearly established
that they mmst be accepted by every impartial
and intelifeent mind, we eali wpon all of the
peaple of the State to unite.

1—In pgiving whole-hearted approval to the
action of our President in recommending a
declaration of war; to the action of Congress
in declaring war, and to all departments of the
Government in thelr every legltimate effort to
eonduct the war to a vietorious end.

i—In- enconraging the NWational Congress to
vote whataver sums of money, however large,
may be needed to equip and sustain our army
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and our navy. That both should be provided
with the most formidable and effective weapons
of warfare which the gemius of the world can
produce, o the end that the enemy mav be
gpeedily overcome. That the wvast sams of
moneys required should be raised by the sale
of bonds; and by an equitable levy of taxes
upon all of our clilzens In proportion to thelr
sbility to pay.

t—In glving ungualified approval to the acts
of the President in sending our armies to
France where the enemiss of our Country may
be fought and defeated, rather than walting for
the enemy to come here shnd desclate our own
beloved land.

{—In maklng the next and each suecosding
Liberty Loan & =uccess by encouwraging all
clagseg to purchase our Government Bonds,
which are by general consent the finest and
gafest security in the world.

f—In discouraging partisan and acrimonious
dabates in Congress, particularly in the SBenate,
where membera of both parties have been
guilty of serious indiscretions tending uniavor-
ably to affect public opinlon and undermine
confidence in the Government,

f—In recommending that Congress revoka
the charter of the so-called "German-American
Allianee™; and that the Federal Department of
Justice take steps to bring to punishment all
who lave made such alllance a closk to cover
their crimes against our Country:

T—In calling upon the Congress to enact 2
law defining the crime of sedition, prescribing
the avidence necessary to a conviction thersot,
apnd fAxing appropriate penaltles, to the end
that disloval and seditious citizens may be
made Lo suffer appropriate panishment, by the
logs of their citizemship and their property In
&l] cases where the interests of the Country zo
require.

E—In upholding the "Belective Servica Law'’
ag the only sound and impartial way of raising
armiez for the defense of the Country.

9—In expressing a most thankfal apprecla-
tion of the work done by the members of the
varfous Exemption Boards, the District Boards,
the members of the medical profession, the
memhers of the legal profession, and all sthers
who have given generously of time and effort
to the efficlent administration of the “Selective
Service Law.”™

10—In discontinuing the teaching of any for-
elgn langnages in all of the grade schools of
the State.

11—In extending to the Department of Juas-
tlee, the American Protective League and other
Government agencies every facility and every
assistance available in seeking out and punish-
ing all persons guilty of sedition,

12—In approving and most heartily commend-
Ing the splendid work carried om by the Hed
Cross, the Young Men's Christian Association,
the Knights of Colombus, the Young Men's
Hebrew Association, the Salvatiom Army and
the Boy Seconts.
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1i—In urging every citlzen of this Siate to
lay aside all partizan feelings on Election Day,
April 2, 1918, and to see that every loyal vota
13- polled, to the end that only men of courag-
aoug and outstanding Americanism  shall be
elected as supervisors, as mayors, as school
superintendents, as United States Senator, and
az judgea of onr circuit and supreme conrts.
14—In doing all things possible by the pay-
ment of taxes, by the purchase of bonds, by
voluntary gift, by voice and by vote, and by
the dably pravers of owr people to encourage
amd sustain our brave soldier boyas who are
rigking their lives upon the fisld of battle for
the cause of Country and civilization.
15—In promoting the disappearance of thosa
distinctly foreign and non-American racial
traits which our Immigrants have brought from
abroad, and in encouraging, irrespective of
race or creed, the growth and development of
all of those moral and spiritual forces which
alone glve strength and endurance 1o a nation,
amd make and keap a poople truly great.
W. A, HAYES,
L. M. ALEXANDER,
JOHN M, WHITEHEAD,
P. H MARTIN,
WILLIAM F. SHEA,
HOBERT M. CHAWFORD,
J. H, BTOVER.

Moved and duly seconded that the resolutions as
snbmitted by the Resolutions Commities and read
by Chairman Hayes be adopted. Chairman called
a rising vote. Carried unanimously,

Upon recommendation of one of the delegates it
was gnanimously voted to include in the resalu-
Lions the mames of the Young Men's Hebrew Asso-
chatlon, Selvatlon Army and Boy Scouls, as befng
amohg the patrlotic organizations deserving of
credit and recognized by the Government.

Mr. Richard L. Jones of Madlson suggested an
addition to the Resolutions amd this was voted
and unanimously made a part of the tenth section
of the fifteenth paragraph. Mr, Jones recomimen-
dation helow:

At the evening meeting it was moved by Mr, C.
F. Crane of Weyanwega and seconded by Mr.
Hutehinson of the same clty as follows:

Rezolved, That the Chairman of this meet-
ing appolnt a Commitiee of five for the purpose
of taking steps to combine the loval vole of all
citizans at the election April 2, 1918, on one of
the loyal candldates for the United States Sen-
atorship, and that the result of their effort be
transmitted promptly to all chapters.

Carried unanimously.

Mr. Jones: That the Hegents of the Univer-
gity of Wiscongin be requezted fo reduce the
German language and Uterature department
[rom its present proportlons of obvious propa-
ganda to a proportion that represents actoal
acadendic needs and that this reduction means
that the German department iz not to exceed,
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in the number of professors amd instroctors,
grade for grade, and in the budget for the de-
partment, that maintained by the Regents for
the department of French language and litera-

ture,

Chairman Hayes on Saturday morning, March
23rd, appointed the following to serve as a com-
mittes to confer with the two loyal Senatorial
candidates with a view to one or the other with-

drawing:
oM [ TN RS T B Weranwega
B B BOWIeE. oo s v e i s e s B TOY ERT
A W BabbePh. .- cieassne i am e e o SUB LA
Judson G, Rogebush, ... ... .. TR Appleton
R PR S e P e i Sl Oshkosh

It was arranged for this Committes to mesot
Mr. Lenroot and Mr. Davies at 3:80 P. M. on
Sunday, March 24th, at the offlce of Mr. Geo. A,
West. Owing to the lllness of Mr. Bowler, a mem-
bar of the Committes, the meeting was postponed
until 1:00 o'clock on the afternoon of Monday,
March 2ith. At A meeting of the Committee at
that hoar it was decided as follows:

The appointment of the Committes was made
at so0 late a time and the campalgns of the re-
gpective condldates had made such progress
that it was found impracticable to do anything
looking toward a wnion of parties or the elim-
ination of elther candidate,

Q. F. CRANE, Chairman,

JUDBON G, ROBERUSH,

E. R. BOWLER,

E J. DEMPSHY,

A, W, BANBORN.
gecratary.



ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Wisconsgin
Levalty Legion Held at the Gold Room of the
Wisconsin Hotel at 10:30 A. M., Saturday,
March 23rd.

About one hundred foriy-five men and women
repregenting that many chapters were present.

Minutes of the mestings of the General Conneil
during the past five months were read and ap-
proved,

Verbal report was mada by Mr. Hayes, Chair-
man of the Executive Committos.

Mr. Hayes' letter of resignation as Chalrman
of the Executive Committes was read. Reslgna-
tiom accoepted,

Motion was mada and duly seconded that Mr,
Hayes" report be reduced to wriling, incorporated
in the records of the Association and copy of the
record zent to each chapter, Unanimously car-
ried.

Repoot of Becretary read and approved. Copy
of thia repoct is made part of theae minutes.

Mr., Wheeler P. Bloodgood explained briefly the
“Next of Kin,” a proposed patriotic orzanization
for Wisconzin and recommended that it be formed
and operated through the Wisconsin Loyalty
Legion chapters. Approved. A

REeport of DBiss O'Malley, Assistant Treasarer,
read and approved.

Copy of this repost to be made part of these |
recoris.

Moved and duly seconded that a copy of the
Agslstant Treasorer's report be malled Lo each
chapter of the Legion, Unanimously carried.

Moved and duly seconded that an expression of
thanks for work done hy all connected with the
Legion be voted., Carried unanimously.

Moved and doly gecondad that at an early meat-
ing of the General Council it be definitely decided
what shall be the policy for future activity of
the Wigconzsin Lovalty Legion., Carrled unani-
moualy.

Mr. Henderson made a report regarding the use
of German and other forelgn languages being osed
oxclusivaly thronghout the State and suggeated
that the Legion take up the work of seeing that
at least legal documents be made out {n the Hng-
ligh langnage, with German and other languages
posgibly printed on the back therenf.

Next order of businesz was the election of mem-
bers of the General Council, Delegates reprosent-
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ing thelr respective Congressional Districiz were
instructed to cawcus and pregent to the amnual
meeting the name of men whom they wished o
reprezent them on the General Council during the
torthecoming year,
Following is a result of neminations and elee-
tione:
1st Congressional DHstrict—C, E. Gray, White-
wiler.
Znd  Congressional Distriet — Judge  Martin
Lueck, Junean,
ird Congressional Bistrict—Richard L. Jones,

Madisom,

4th Congressional Distriet—C. B. Perry, Wau-
wintosa,

bith Congressiomal District — Geo. B, Morton,
Milwanukee,

Gth Congressional DMstrict — Thomas Higgins,
Muanitowoc.

Tth Congrezssional Dstrict—J. E. MeConnell, La
Crosse,

th Congressiomal IDMatrict — A, P, Woodson,
Watisai.

ith Congressional District—P, H, Martin, Green
Bay.

1lith Congressional District—W. N. Faller, Cum-
berland.

11th Congresaional District— A W, Banborm,
Ashland,

The following men nominated by a doly anthor-
ized nominating committee consisting of the fol-
lowing: E. J. Dempsey, Oshkosh, Geo, Nuesas,
Milwaukes, Geo, W. Wing, Kewaunes, Geo, Mor-
tom, Milwaukee, and W. J. Desmond, Milwaunkee,
were nominated and elected as memberg At Large
of the General Council :

Ortel E. THoOMAS. .. o0 vunrinenes e MilwWankea
Herman A, Wagner. ... ... cociiins Milwankes
Wheeler P, Bloodgood. . ... ......... Milwaukes
Judge Henry GIasS. ... .iaeiaseasareen Bay

Moved and doly seconded that the names of the
Committee to confer with Mr, Lenrcot and Mr.
Davies regarding the withdrawal of ons or the
other of the Benatorial candidates as appnointed
by Chairman Hayves be announced at the meet-
ing. Following were announced: O, H. Crane,
Weyauwegn, B. R Bowler, Bheboygan, A. W.
Sanhorn, Ashland, J. G, Rosebush, Appleten, E. T,
Dempeey, Oshkoszh.

It was requested that the conference commiftes
make ite repoart to the officers of the Legion at
the earliest possible date.

Moved and duly seconded that the following
resalution be adopted by the Wisconsin Loyalty
Legion:

Resolved, That the delegates of all chapters
of the Wiscongin Loyalty Legion in annwmal
mesting asgembled hereby call upon the De-

partment of Justice and the Attorney General
of the United Biates to immediately take steps
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to present to a4 Grand Jury for indictment under
the Esplonage Act the framers of (he clty plat-
form of the Sopcialist party of the eity of Mil-
waukee which reads as follows:

“The Spcialist party of Milwaukee reaffirm
ita amllegiance to the principles of Lhe Inter:
national Socizlist movement—the brotherhood
of man, and opposition to all capitalistic wars.

Wars are justifiable only as wars of revolu-
tion, emancipation, or to repall actual invasion,

Under the present capitaliat system, the plu-
tocrats of every country are forced to look for
foreign marlets to disposa of the “surplus"
wealth, since the huge profits can no longer e
profitably re-invested in their own countrieg,

This, together with fear of the rising power
of the class, canzed each of the European coun-
tries to arm to the teeth.

Capitalism, imperialism, militarism and nav-
alism thug laid the foundation for the world
war. [t waa the logleal outeome of the capltal-
it aystem.

Thea capitalist class of our own nation—with
blllong of dollars of lgans to the allied cogn-
trles at stake, and with a ravenons desire to
share in the commercial conguest of the world
—encoursged our entrance into the war., They
have made hillipns of dollars of profits out of
the war, They want more billlong of profits—
2nd therefore they demamd more war.

The working class of the United States has
no guasrrel with the working clgss of 2ny other
country.

The Amearlcan people did not want and do
ot wanl this war. They wera plunged inio
thiz abyss by the treachery of the ruling class
of thas country—its -demo=asic amitotors, its
EFonizht press, fts scnsatlfons! photopliys, s
I¥inz sdvertisoments, rnd othes pachasealle
ingtrumsnis of puhli~ expression

The Bacialiat party wvants popco—a gpeedr,
general democratic #nd permancnt peace,  We
want o pence without fosclble ronexstions or
punitive Indemmities—we went the rizht of all
nationalities to determine their own destiny.
Onr goverament should immmediately negotiate
for such o pasce,

We demoend the m-intenence of the inallen-
nhle righis of f ee spsech. free press, Iree as-
aemhlage, and free prganization.

We propose that the profitescs shall poy the
cosl of the war.,

We oppeae militarism and pavallem at home
and abroad.

We ghall obey all laws., But we will fight the
efforts of any administ-rtion—national o~ state
—to destcoy our established Hherties of what-
ever natura.

We stand for international brotherhood, as
well ag for national patriotism.

In the city election we urge the voters to
elect 8 Socialist common counecll, as well as a
Bociallat mayor, so that the city administration
will have the power to carry put our municipal
principles, in so far as the atate laws will
permit.

We pledge ourselves to do evervthing in our
power to assist the workers in their struggle
for better conditions,
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We gtand for public ownership and demo-
cratic contral of all public utilitias.

We believe in making the public service cor-
porations and the plutocrats and profiteers obey
the law the same as the common citizen.

We will promoie city planning, harbor im-
provements, public health ‘and sanitation, and
all other measures that will make this a better
eity,

We helieve in the merit ayastem for poblic
SETYANLS,

We favor eareful and sane economy in the
expenditure of city funds.

We stand for completa homea rale.

Wa stand for high industrial and political
democracy: throughont the world. The end of
wars, the end of profiteering, and the dawn of
permanent peace and plenty will come with the
egtablishment of geocialized industry. We ecall
upon all honest and homane men and women
to join us in our efforts to reach this goal and
to establish a degroe of civilization, culture and
happiness hitherto unknown in the world.”

TUnanimously carried.

Moved and duly seconded that the chapters of
the Wisconsin Lovalty Legion throoghout ths
state be Imstructed o see to it that every candi-
date for public offlce be put upon record as to his
attitnde relative to questions involving loyalty to
America, No vote. .

Moved and daly seconded that the following res-
olation be adopted:

Resolved, That the Wisconsin Loyalty Leglon
weleomes and asks that they may be made a
joint part of the “"Next of Kin" Company. Wa
wianl them and need them as has been sug-
gaated.

Carried unanimously.

Moved and dunly seconded that the Secretary be
instructed to forward a copy of the following reso-
lution, together with a copy of Mr. Roscbush's
addrese, to the President of the United States:

1. We are oppoged to peace negstiations with
an unheaten and unrepentant Germany,

We believe that the war can only be won by
FIGHTING.

3. We believe that peace dizcussions while Ger-
many is consolidating her snccesses will pro-
long the war by epcouraging Germany and
weakening America's will to fight.

2

4. In view of Germanv's vietary over Rusgiz,
we believe a long and bitter war faces us,
requiring millions of American soldiers in
Europe.

8. We respectinlly urge the President to grgan-
ize the fighting forces of the American
nation to the full Hmit of our power and to
prosecute the war to final yictory, which
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alone can secure ah aspured peace—pence
with justice,
Dr. Lyman Abbott,
James M. Beck,
Samunel Harden Church,
Charles Stewart Dovison,
Charles 5. Fairchild,
Prof, William Gardner Hale,
Willlam Guggenheim,
Dr. Jolhim Griar Hibben,
Dr. William T. Hornaday,
Theodore Roosevelt,
George Haven Putnam,
Rev. Randolph H. MoKlm,
Clevelond Aloifatt,
Henry C, Quinby,
Charles P. Johnson,
Willlam Roscos Thaver,
Everett P. Wheeler,
Richard M. Hurd,

Tasued by the

AMERICAN DEFENSE BOCIETY AND THE
AMERICAN RIGHTS LEAGUE,

44 Hast 2ird Strest,
New York City,

Unanimously carried.

Moved and duly seconded that Article § of the
Conetitution and By-Laws of the Wisconsin Loy-
alty Leglon be amended so as to make possible an
increase of membership dues. Not carried.

Moved and duly seconded that the matier per-
talning to membership dues be referred without
recommendation to the General Council. Unani-
mously carried. ?

Moved and duly asecomded that the Secretary
gend to the various chapters of the Legion a copy
of the Resolution sent to the President of the
United States. Carrled snanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 18:45 P, M.

G. F. KULL,
Secretary.
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Address of Judson G. Rosebush, President Wiscon-
son Loyalty Legion, delivered at a state-wide
mass meeting of delegates of Wiseansgin Chap-
ters at Kilbourn Hall, Auditorium, Milwaukes,
on the afternoon of Friday. March 22nd.

AMERICA’S TERM OF PEACE

At the present time the war lords of Ger-
many claim to have been vietorious in this
war, On the western front they have over-
run and eonguered almost all of Belgium
amd substantially one-tenth of the most in-
dustrial and prosperous part of France,
Agamst Italy their armies have also been
sueeessfol, and they stand today on the
banks of the Piave menaeing Venoice, Milan,
and Turin, The Kaiser's eonguest of Monte-
negro and Servig was completed months ago
and within the last few weelks we have wit-
nesseid the final collapse of the kingdom of
Houmaiia,

Most astounding of all hag been the sne-
eegses of the Imperial German armies against
the former Russian Empire; for not even
Napoleon doring the trinmphant period of
his Moscow campaign had achieved against
Russis the solid, snbstantinl results which
the Germuans appear to have recently gained.
Through their capture of Libau and Riga
andd their penetration inte Finland they now
tom.nate the entive Baltic coast and the
baek-lving l._'-i_IIII'I.[I'I’_"-' of Russia. Throngh their
agecupation of Warsaw, Brest-Litovsk, and
Kief, they control the great industrial sec-
tion of Bussia. Through their recent capture
of Ocdessa they have placed their iron glove
upon the great black earth country of south-
ern Huossia and thereby sained a wheat pro-
dueing territory preater in area than the
states of Minnesota, North, and BSouth
Dakota.

On the sea the German submarines con-
tinne to sink merchant ships of the allies
more than twice as fast as new hoats are
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lpunched and the problem of feeding Eng-
land, rationing France and Italy, of trans-
porting and maintaining American troops on
the western front, grows more difficult
month by month. Unless the submarine is
conguerad the war is lost.

In view of these astounding suceesses on
the sea and on all the major fronts in Europe,
we pow no longer hear avising from Ger-
many that socialist formula of no mdem-
nities, no annexations.  In hien thereof there
comes from Germany a stronger note of de-
fiance, a londer pean of vietory and a more
striking evidence to hold by force that which
Teutonie armies have gained by foree, As

the Kaiser himself gaid only last month :

“We deaire to live in friendship with neigh-
horing peoples, but the victory of German arms
must first be recognized.” (The Weeakly London
Timeas, Fab, 15, 1918, p. 131.)

Very well then, on the basis of German
vietory such as Germany claims today exists,
let us see what Germany would expeet to get
as a reward of vietory from a negotiated
[preace,

11,

Regarding Belguim, the aims of Germany
were well set forth in the following report
which Ambassador Gerard made of many
comversations with Chancellor Bethman-Holl

weg, Gerard says:

“"From the time when the Chancellor Orst
spoke of peace, 1 asked him and others what
the peage terma of Germany were. [ could
never get anyone to state any definite terms of
peaxce and on several occasiona when | asked
the Chancellor whether Germmany was willing
to withdraw from Belgium, he alwavs said,
‘Yes, but with guaranteas.’ Finally in January,
1917, when he was again talking of peace, 1
sald, ‘What are these peace terms to which
you refer continually? Wil you allow me to
ask a few questlons as to the specific terms of
peace? First, are Lthe Qermane willing to with-
draw from Belgium? The Chancellor an-
awerad, ‘Yes, but with guarantees” T =zaid,
“‘What are these guarantees? He aald, ‘We
muzst possibly have the forte of Liege and
Mamur; we must have other forts and garri-
aons throughout Belginm. We must have pos-
geasion of the ports and other means of com-
munication. The Belgians will not be allowed
to maintain a large army in Belgium.' [ said;
'l do not see that vou have left much for the
Belgians except that King Albert will have the
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right to realde In Brussels with an honor
guard.” " (Gerard, My Pirst Years in Cep-
many, p. 346}

None can donbt that Gerard was right:
Belgian independence under such German
“gunarantees’’ would have besn only a
shadow, only & fantasy, and this shadow of
treedom too, you must remember, was now
the sogpestion of that same Chaneellor who
some thirty months before had talked about
righting the ““wrong’’ which he, himself,
had said that Germany had done to Belginm.

In pursuance of this poliey of annexation
the German government in Mareh, 1917,
gplit Belgium into two administration dis-
triets, one of which was ealled Flanders,
According to instruetions given the German
army, the final object of this division was
that ' A Flanders recongquered for (German-
1sm and toroed ftowards Germany shall
secure in fature the western fank of the Ger-
man Empire.”" (The Weekly London Times,
Feb, 15, 1818, p. 146.)

The full significance of Germany’s deter-
minidfion to hold Belgium permanently wall
hewever be lost, unless the fact is constantly
kept in mind that Belgium owns a great and
immenzely valuable colony in Central Afriea,
known as the Belgian Congo, a eolony which
agcrerates $00,000 square miles, an area six-
teen times larger than the State of Wiseon.
gin. Thizs Afriean eolony contains  the
Katanga copper mines, among the most ex-
tengive in the world, and & éapable of pro-
ducing vast guantities of forest and food pro-
duetz. Heres now is the vital point: If Ger-
many annexes Belgpinm, this immense tarri-
tory in Central Africa will antomatically be-
come German territory, and Germany will in
eonsequence be in a fair way of having a
colonial empire in Africa which would oe-
cupy upwards of half that great continent,

Today CGerman armies are strongly in-
trenched along the western front of French
gpil, Do vou think Germany will withdraw
voluntarily and without compensation from
this Freneh territory?  If so, why does she
not do 1t? On the contrary, do not all the
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facts show that Germany expects to exact a
heavy payment from Franee as the price of
withdrawal? What then is the natare of the
payment swhich Germany expecis from
Franee! The answer to that guestion is
found in the following ineident which oe-
curred just as the lurid slow of war and
desolation was breaking over Europe nearly
fonr years ago.

On July 29, 1914, 2ir Edward Goschen,
British Ambassador at Berlin, sent Sir
Edward Grey, Great Britain's Foreipn Seere.
tary, the following telegram;

T wazs asked to call apon the Chancellor to-
night, His Excellency had just returned from

Potadam. . . . He =sald that should Austria
be: attacked by Russin, a Buropsan conflagra-
tion might . . . become inevitable, owing

to Germany's oblizations as Austria’s ally

He then proceeded to make the following
strong bid for the British neutrality i
Provided that meutrality of Great Beitain wer-a
certain, every assurance would be given to the
British Government that the Imperial Govern-
ment aimed at no territorlal acquisitions at
the expense of France.

Yl guestioned His BExceollency about the
French colonies and he said that he was unahle
ko give g gimilar nndertaking in that‘rﬁﬂnact."
{Great Dritain and the European Criais—p 46.)
The next day the British Foreign Secre-

tarsy wired the British Ambassador in Berlin
the answer of the British Government to Von
Bethmann-Hollweg's offer:

“Great Britaln,” he sald, “cannot. for a
moment entertain the Chancellor's propozal.
What he asks us in efect {5 to stand by while
French colonies are taken and France is beaten
g0 long as Germany does not take French terri-
tory as distinct from the colopies,” (Ihid, p, 55.)
What a war indemnity Germany wonld

geeure from France 1f she conld lay hands
on the eoloniss of France, g8 the Chaneallor
tndoubtedly had in mind: Tunis;, Alperia,
Maroceo, Senegal, and the French Congo, the
splendid  island of Madagasear, and the
Fronch possessions in Indo-China—with a
total area of 2,100,000 square miles, almost
forty times as large as Wiscongin and with
sconomic possibilities and strategie possi-
bilities heyond ready deseription. 1f Eng.
lund had only accepted the deal which the
Chaneellor and the Kaiser had eoncocted on
that July day in Potsdam, Germany would
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indesd have seenred that “*place in the sun'
which the Emperor had talked abont, and
there would indeed have been realization of
that dream which the Kaiser had expressed
in a speech made seventeen years before

(duly 2, 1900} when he had said :
“Germany’'s greatness makes 1t impossible
for her to do without the ocean: but the ccenn
also bears witness that even in the distance
and on its farther side, without Germany and
the German Emperor no great decision dare be
taken,”

Regarding German’s designg in the Kast,
we do not need to have reconrse to the state-
ments of her diplomats or the rhetorie of her
Kaiger, for the recent events in Bussia tell
their own story. Oermany has annexed the
Baltie provinees of Russin, comprising 110,-
000 square miles of agricultural land, and
~containing twenty million people. Hinee the
date on  which she made peace with
Ukrainia, her armies have oceupied Kief, the
capital, and Odessa, the great commercial
emporium, of Ukrainia itself, Not content
with these comguests her statesmen now ad-
vise us that they have found a new road to
India via the Black Sea and Persia, and her
aims upon Siberia are so apparent as to
eause profoumnd alarm both in China and
«Japuin.

Regarding India, the world has just been
given ‘a deep insight into German plans
there, as a result of a pamphlst written by
Herr Angust Thyssen, whe is by universal
eonsent the dominatinge fipure of the Father
land’s throbbing industrial life. (Wile—
Men Aronnd the Kaiser, p. 149.) Herr Thys-
Ban Says .

“The Emperor on three occasions addressed
large private gatherings of business men in
Berlin, Munich, and Caszel in 1812 and 1013,
I was at one of these gatherings. The Em-
peror’s apecch was one of the most lowery ora-

¢ tions 1 have listened (o, and 20 profuse were

! the promises he made, that were even half of
what he promised fulfilled, most of the com-
merclal men in Germany woald become. rich
bevond the dreams of avarice,

“The Emperor was particularly enthusiastic
over the coming German conqguest of India.
‘India,’ he sald, ‘i3 occcupied by the British, but
1z by no means completely governed by them.
We ghall ast merely cccupy India, Wae ghall
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conguer it, and the vast revenues that the Brit-
ish allow to be taken by [ndian Princes will,
after pur conquest, low in & golden stream into
the Fatherland"" (MNew York Times Current
History—March, 19185—p. 450.)

IIL.

So far in digeussing German war aims and
peace conditions 1 have confined myself al-
most wholly to the Old World. In order,
however, to round ont the picture, I want
now to point out her imperial aspirations in
the Western Hemisphere and her i1l will to-
wards the United Btates,

Ex-President Roosevelt has made us famil-
e with German aims in Venesuela ; it 18 also
known that Germany had designs on the
Island of Haiti, and that a sharp discussion
aver its control was developing with America
when war broke ont in 1914; one great rea-
son why the Tnited States paid twenty-five
million dellars for the Danish West Indies
was to prevent these islands from eoming un-
der German control; it is likewise realized
that the defeat of Wrance might mean the
cesgion of Martinigue in the West Indies to
Germany ; furthermore the state department
itself has told us of the efforts of Zimmer.
mann, the German Foreipn Secretary, to
form an allianee with Mexico against the
United States. Regarding German ambitions
on Argentina, an insight has been given in
the récent exposure of Count von Luxburg’s
correspondence, As regards Brazil [ will
gquote from Professors Gustay von Schmoller
who was universally recognized till his death
in 1917 as one of the two or three most dis-
tinguished economists within the German
empire. He says:

“We must desire that at any cost a8 German
country containing some twenty to thirty mil-
lion Germans may grow up in the coming cen-
tury in South Brazil—and that, too, no mattar
whether it remains a portion of Brazil or he-
comes an independent State, or enfers into
close relatfonship with our Empire. Unless
our connection with Brazil is always secured
by ships of war, and uiiless Germany is able
to exercise pressure there, our development is
threatened.” (Gustav von Schmoller, Handels-
und Machipolitik, 1, p. 36.)



Speaking on  this same point, Bishop
Homer . Stuntz for four years a hishop in
South Ameriea, recently (The Chicago Tri-
bune, Dee. 5, 1917 ) said ;

"l was in South America when the United
States declared war. The Germans in Brazil,
and there are 400,000 thers, were wild with joy.
They felt ‘der tag,’ the day, had arrived and
they said it will be only a short time before
Brazil with its rieh supplies of coffee, sugar
and cattle will be in possession of GoFmany,

“I frequently visited Rio de Janeiro while T
ltved in Buenos Aires and talked with editors;
diplomats and leading citizens and it was com-
mon talk Germany was carrying on a svstem-
atic colonization with the nltimate purpose of
gaining a controlling Influence on the American
continent.”

Much more anthoritative, however, than
either of these last two quotations was a con-
versation held on Oetober 25, 1915, between
Ambassador Gerard and Kaiser Wilhelm
himself. [ quote from Gerard’s own state-
ment of that imterview, as follows:

“The Emperor was standing. so natorally, I
stood also, and according to his habit, which is
guite Rooseveltian, he stood very close to me
and talked wvery earnestly. . . . He showad
great bitternesz agalnst the United Siates and
repeatedly said, 'America had better look out
after this war;' and, 'T shall stand no nonsense
from America after the war.” . . . [ was =0
fearful in reporiing the dangerous part of this
interview, on account of the many spies not
only In my own embagsy but also in the State
Department, that 1 sent but a very few words
in a roumdabout way by courier direct to the
president.” (James W, Gerard, My Four Years
in Germany, 1917—pp. 251-253.)

IV,

While 1 could easily disenss in much
greater detail Germany’s practical designs
of Barope, Africa, the Orient and the West-
ern Hemisphers (the ability to get which
the war will decide) enough has been shown
to make clear the real war aims of German
leadership and the basis upon which the
Kaiser would make peace today.

That is to say, the allies can have peace
tomorrow, if, like Russia, they will recognize
the military map and coneede, as the Kaiser
insists, the faet that Germany has been vie-
torios in this war. Such a peaee we can-
not and will not aceept, beeanse of the men-
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ace which wonld thereby overlay the world.
The wast extension which would eome to
Cermany’s territory would  obviensly and
automatically cover the conquered peoples
with (lermany’s materialistic philosophy of
life, and likewise extend the grip which her
autocraey and her militarism would have up-
ot that portion of the earth. Conversely,
the field for the future expansion of liberal-
ity i thought and democracy in Government
wonld be equally and proportionately dimin-
ished. Thus, if we now make a German
peace, the world would find itself immediate-
lv divided into two great hostile and oppos-
ing groups—on the one hand, Germany domi-
nating Europe and Asia Minor from Calais
to Reval, from Hamburg to Vladivostol, con-
trolling almost half of Africa, and very in-
fluential in Asia: on the other hand, a weal-
pned Great Britain, still owning India, South
Africa, and Australia, and supported by the
United States amd some South American
Allies,

Do you think sueh a result would help to
make America, to say nothing of the rest of
the world, “*safe for democracy?’” How do
you like the idea of so arranging interna-
tional affairs today that your children here-
after will have to uphold Democracy against
an autoeratic Germany having control of the
four hundred million people living  in
Enrope, the tremendous resources of most of
Africa and much of the Orient and economie
and strategic bases in Brazil and the West
Indies. The thing is unthinkable., If there
iz any one subject upon which the Ameri-
ean people are and shall be united, it is that
Germany shall not get from us and from our
allies the kind of German peace which she
has just secured from the broken Eussian
people.

Ninety-five years ago the limits of Euro-
pean aetivity in- the Western Hemisphere
were most ably set forth by President Mon-
roe in a statement sinee known as the Mon-
roe Doctrine—that doetrine which for all
these decades has formed a corner-stone of
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American international intercounrse with
Europe. To show the relation of this Ger-
man propaganda to our fundamental inter-
este 1 guote now four sentences only from
Monroe’s great state paper on that subjeet.
I his seventh annual message to Congress

on December 2, 1823, President Monroe said -

“The political system of the allied powers
{of BEurope) iz essentially different . . . .
from that of America. . . . . We owe it
therefore, to candor and to the amicable rela-
tiong existing between the United States and
those powers to declare that we should con-
aider any attempt on their part to extend their
system to any portion of this hemisphere as
dangerous to our peace and safety. With the
existing colonies or dependencies of any Euro-
pean power we have not interfered and shall
not interfere. DButl with the Governments who
have declared thelr independence and main-
talned it, we could not vlew any interposition
for the purpose of oppressing them or control-
ling in any other manner their destiny, by any
European power, in any other light than as a
manifeastation of an unfriendly dizposition to-
ward the United States.”

The allied powers of Eurepe to whom
Monroe addressed this warning were Pros-
#ia, Austria, France and Russia who iIn
November, 1822, had revised the Holy Alli-
ance at Yerona, and agreed there to use their
efforts to put an end to the system of repre-
sentative government in Europe, and to pre-
vent its further introduetion there and else-
where,

Nearly one hundred wvears have elapsed
ginee this meeting at Verona, and with the
passare of time there has been a tremendous
change in the character and direction of the
menaee which Mouroe was then meeting.
Instead of being an advocate of the divine
right of rulers and the opponent of demo-
cracy, France has long sinee become one of
the outstanding supporters of representative
government in the world. Eussia, which at
that time was under the most auntoeratic
ruler, has recently thrown off the shackles
of despotism and the great danger to demo-
eracy which she represents today, is the dan-
ger that democracy may be identified with
mnefficiency and anarvehy, Thus the menace
which in 1823 France and Russia offered to
representative government in the Western
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Hemisphere apparently has passed eontively
way. As regards Austria, the demand for
democracy within her own limits, the hetero-
geneons character of her population, and her
lack of an aggressive foreign policy are am-
ple evidence that she cannot retard demo-
eracy either in MNorth or South Ameriea.
Consequently, of the four great powers
against whom Monroe was speaking, there
remains only Prussia to menace representa-
tive government in the Western Hemisphere,
In 1823 the danger from Prussia was less
than the danger from Austria or France or
Russia. With the passage of time, however,
and largely on aceount of the collaboration
ol Emperor William the First, Von Maltke.
and Bismarclk, Prussia has become the ont-
standing representative in this world of anto-
eratic povernment, and the one great power
in Enrope that can and does threaten repre-
sentative government whether in Enrope or
Houth America or throughout the great con-
tinemt of Asia. Monree in secking to male
the world safe for democracy saw only four
great Buropean nations ranged against him,
Of these four Wilson now finds only one
menacing  the demoeratie safety of the
world; but the menace from that one is now
far greater, far more acute, far more danger-
ous than it was one hundred years ago, be-
canse Prussia not alone has rained tremen-
dously in striking power; but she has also
evilved a philosophy of life and set of ideals
that topether constitute the most agoressive
foree that threatens today the safety and
perpetuity of the Monroe Doctrine,

Instead of waiting until the Kaiser is in
gontrol of so mueh of the resources of the
world, that he can readily carry war to our
own shores, turn New England and the Mid-
dle States into a seeond Belgium, deprive us
of our island possessions, and seeure control
of the Panama Canal, it is infinitely better
and wiser to stay in mow, while his armies
are reasonably busy in Europe, and stop this
world wide menace to demoeracy, liberty and
the Monroe Doctrine onee and for all.
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But T will go further and say that there
must be no eompromise peace between either
American or Prussian ideals, This war must
continne until Germany abandons her phi-
losophy of eonguest, or else i3 so cireum-
seribed that she can no longer menace the
world, Suppose Enrope had compromised
with Napoleon a hundred years ago, to whom
would have been the vietory? Suppose the
North had compromised with the South in
1864, and aecepted the status guo ante, to
whom would have been the vietoryd You
can compromise, amd freguently should,
when guestions only of expedieney or profit
are mvolved; but when, as in this war, the
world is asked to decide whether it will
worship the political ideals of Lineoln or of
Kaizser Wilhelm, it must make a positive and
a definite answer.

The great trouble with & compromise peace
s that it would leave imperial Germany
proud of the achievements of her militarism,
in possession of some conguered territories
and in the grip, stronger than ever, of her
philosophy of foree. Under these cirenm-
stances what would the United States do on
the subject of militarism{ Do you think in
view of the reecent expericnces and Ger
many s known designs on South America we
wonuld disarm? Is it not clear that on the
contrary we would take every precantion
agaimst being eanght unprepared next time!
I¢ it not in faet as clear as noonday that
with a compromise peace the United States
would neeessarily become a preat militaris-
tie nation both on land and sea ; wonld divert
billions of money for years and years from
the arts of peace to the preparation for war;
would demand prolonged military service
Mrom our youth, and aceustom oor entire
popnlation to cantonments, to barracks, to
the incessant tramp of troops, to the huge
fall maneuvers, to ernshing taxation, and to
a strongly eentralized and imperialistic form
of government. Nol! Instead of saddling
semi-antocracy and outright militariem on
this country for many, many vears and then
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fighting another colossal war for the control
of civilization. let ns fizht this war out now,
and remove once and for all this hideous,
awful weight that is today erushing civiliza-
fion and humanity,

VL

And yet in spite of these facts we hear
responsible men in the state of Wiseonsin
and candidates for office nrging immediate
peace conferences and peace negotiations.
What kind of a peace do they think victor-
ious Germany would make today? At what
price would she be willing to withdraw from
Belginm, from Franee, from Italy, from the
Baltie Btates, and from the great Odessa-
Feval line in Russiaf ALl of these conguests
have been achieved at o tremendous outlay
of German treasure and German blood. Do
they think that Germany woenld retire at all
today? Is it not on the contrary perfectly
clear that no German statesman would dare
to withdraw from a vietorious war without
seenring as the priee of peace the customary
rewards of vietory as hitherto interpreted in
Germany ; that iz to say, terrvitory, indem-
nity, gnarantecs, and economic advantage,

[1 substance thevefore those whe urge to-
day on the platform and in the press that
we holld peace conferences either possess the
simplicity of mind which has characterized
Trotzky, the Kussian Imperial Minister, or
¢lse for the sake of peace are willing to ad-
mit that Germany has been snecessful, that
German leadership of Europe invelves no
menace to democracy, and that we in this
country can view with eomplacency and sase
the tremendons expansion of autocracy in
Euarope, the most highly eivilized, the maost
densely populated, and.the most strategic
continent on the globe, to say nothing of its
expansion elsewhere. Whicrhever of these
alternatives yon aceept, 1 say to yon that
men who advoeeate a speedy pesce or half-
heartedly support this war lack vision, have
no appreciation of the German Menace of the
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world, and are not proper leaders today for
the pitizens of the state of Wisconsin,

In view of the great issues mvolved, and
of the continwed discussion of peace, it will
be proper now fto state again the funda-
mental ferms of an Awmerican peace, being
the only kind of peace which we will accept.
For the sake of definiteness [ shall eall this
staternent OUR AMERICAN CREED OF
LIBERTY. It is as follows:

If Germany will change her philosophy of
conguest so that her standards of conduct
will conform to the accepted standards of all
other civilized nations, snd if she also makes
such changes in her government as to pro-
duee a real demoeracy, the world is prepared
to consider in a receptive and friendly man-
ner, such economic adjustments az will for-
ever give the German people a reasonable
opportunity to promote and sustain their
economic well-being. But until such time
az Germany adopts real democratic govern-
ment and aceepts a philosophy of life resting
back upon the rights of others, the sanctity
of treaties and international law, the rest of
the world must look with disfavor and dis-
approval upon the extension of German ter-
ritory and the enlargement of the influence
and power of the German Empire.

We are met here today as members and
friends of the Wisconsin Lovalty Legion.
Lioyalty 15 a common word these dayvs, but
what is loyalty? If I might define it, I
should say that Loyalty iz love for the great
underlying principles of American Demo-
eracy, and constaney in furthering their per-
petuity, Today, Ameriean Democracy is
threatened by a hostile system of Govern-
ment which for nearly s thonsand years has
heen steadily growing under the leadership
of the Hohenzollern dvnasty, The world has
become too small for these two hostile sys-
tems of Government, One or the other must
give way. Through the force of cirecum-
stanees, therefore, the kind of peace we are
today willing to make with Germany be-
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comes the test of our loyalty to Ameriea and
American Democeracy.,

In this vital situation, Wiseonsin has not
heretofore pursued unfalteringly a truly
loyal policy because some of our eitizens and
leaders have failed to realize the menace
which Germany is now raising against demo-
eraey, amd have used, and are still employ-
ing, their influence so that when peace comes
antoeracy will gain in influence, and demo-
eraey will lose in power. Fifteen years ago
Wisconsin lead all the states of the Union in
her zeal for demoeracy: today she iz said to
be the laggard, not in material things per-
haps, but in her support of truly American
ideals. We are now in the midst of an elee-

tion to measure the strength of our love for
democraey, and our constaney in helping to
perpetuate it. 'We have a right to ask, and
do ask, that party lines shall not be nsed to
obstruet before the nation the clarity of the
issue and the result; we have a right to ask,
and do ask, that professedly loyal candidates
for office make that fact manifest by sub-
ordinating persopal ambitions to the re-
establishment of the good name of Wiseon-
sin among her sister states, Nothing wonld
s help the President today, nothing would
g0 advance the caopse of liberty today, as
ringing and positive declaration on the
second day of next April that Wisconsin was
unfalteringly and whole heartedly support-
ing this war.

The nation today needs this kind of sup-
port, for Germany is in many relative re-
spects stronger than she was three years ago.
Her material suceesses in hattle and eonguest
have increased her faith in her antocracy, so
that the task of breaking down her ideals or
pushing her back is difficult and arduous.
We must, especially during 1918, stand
steady and steadfast ; and while so standing,
vow that so far as we have resourees, so far
a8 we have influence, so far as we have life
they are all at the service of flag and coun-

try.
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DoHaniasolife s aipretions thing, and it has
been no flippant task for-American citizens
to send their song into battle ; but [ want to’
sy this to the fathers and mothers and sis-
tere of Ameriean soldiers; there are some
things worth fighting for, and there are some
things that red-blooded men can afford to
oyt down their lives fox, We are now en-
gaged in.a great war again, as in Lincoln's
day; (to decide whether democracy shall rule
shg world. or perish from the earth; whether
we-ahall bow: under to, these Prussian ideals
gf dife, or march even haltingly toward the
nniversal  realization of an American and
Christian civilization. To battle for the right
i migh & canse, is worthy of the best blood
that Amervica has, and I know, she will give
it unstintingly and to the end even thougzh
;f.iql;%sli;l_. has wearied, of thescause and Italy
falls . by the waygide, «even. thongh France
and England are bowed low by the strogole.
; _,Ep;:_t_'u_ég. i this way, and, with these ideals
we will be true to the traditiens of Plymonth
Roek; we. will, again. reinsarnate the spirit
ol Valley Forge, we will meet the faith which
Linceln had.in demoeracy ; and, because we
mareh in harmony with God’s ideals, we will
eventually win thiz war,









