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FORTWORD

The ohjeot of this monograph is to place within the
sasy reach of perscns interested in Wisconsin feolklore
and folk customs e selected collectlion of Wisconsin
Indian Place Legands amssembled by the Folklore Section
of the Wisconsin Fedaral Writers' Projects. It is
desired that they shall prove uselful tp persons
interested in storytelling, in the writing and production
of plays and pageents, in song, poetry and story writing,
in industrial art and mural painting.

Some of these legends and myths have besn colleoted
from original Indian sources and have not heretofors
appsared in print. Others are reprinted from past
publications of the State Historical Gociety of
Wisconsin snd the Wiseonsin Archeclogical Society and
from a number of privately printed books and pamphlets.
These latter are not generally accessible to most
citizens of Wisconsin.

The present collection of legends and myths
represents but a small number of the most noteworthy
of the Indian Place Legends of Wisconsin, The total
number of lepends of this particular elaas surviving
in Wisconsin at the present time iz not as large

as it should be becauss of the failure of early



residents of Wiseonsin to collect and preserve othera
while there was an opportunity to do so. Through this
negleet a rioh heritoge of Indlan lore has undoubtedly
been lost.

Our Wiseonsin tribesmen had stories, myths, and
legends sbout many of the springs, streams, lalkes,
prairies, woodlands, rooks, hills, snd valleys of the
rerions, which were theirs in a broad domain of
abundence and great scenio beauty. In the centuries of
their ocoupation of their homeland, as a result of
their life experiences and culture, o wenlth of tales
end legends became attached to many of the scenic
londmarks of thoir enviromment. A lmowledge of most
of these is now lost o thelr descendants, long
segregated by the government on restrictod Indian
reservations or confined to tracts of zettled lands
for from the regions oceupied by their forsefathors.

In rogard to tho group of plece legends hore
prosented it mey bae of interest to stabe that Indion
folk hawe been long romoved from many of the leocalities
in Wigeonsin with which thesc logonds are identified,

in some cases for nearly o century. These logends



are with design sclected from localitics seatterecd
over the lcngtﬁ pnd broadth of the state. They are
of as variod a character as pessible.

The editor will regard his lobors well=-
rowarded 1f tho publieation of thoso Wisconsin Indien
Plagoe Logends may encourage others to assist in
collecting and preserving more of the State's neglected

treasure of Indian and white folklore snd folk wrys.

Charles E. Brown

State Direetor, Fodorel Writers'™ Frojocts



LAEE MICITIGAN

{Sauk Indion Logend)

In crcoting the world Getei Munito ploced a lot
of amall lakes whore Lake Michigan (Feteiloum) now
lics. These were of nrll sizos-somo very large and
somo very small, Aftor a while theose lakos began to
gaorrol with onch othor-cnch wanted tho best placo for
himgelfs This wont on for somc time. Thon they finally
doeided to got together in a council to sottle their
disputes. The outeome of this mooting was that 211 the
lnkes, large mnd small, woro merged inte one grent lako
for tho common good, mnd now, so tho Indjons aay, wo
have Loke Michigen, This lake, although gomorally
pooeoful ond quict, sometimes gots very rough and
wild. This oecurs whon some of the large and smell
lokos morgod into tho groat loko bosono rastloss and

turbulent boenusoe thoy wish to bo froe ngain.



WISARA RACES THE BUFFALO

(Mnscouten Myth)

The world hod clready oxisted for zamo time
whon Wisalta was born. Ho liwvod alone with his brother
¥rpotoo ond thoir grandmothor Masulawnlgo MYwne, the
Earthwamon.

Wisalkn roomod all over the ocorth's surfaco
kkilling mony groot sorpente. At length oll the
surviving sorponts gathered in a counecil. To this
macting thoy invited the Grandmothor.

"rrandmother," said tho Underworld Serponts,
"vour clder grandson is abusing us badly, snd wo want
to destroy him in somo way."

"It is uscloss to try it," mnaworcd tho old women,
"Wisaka is immortal. Yet, maybe you have the powor to
kill his youngor brothor,"

S50 the serponts plannad to kill the brother in
FOVOIED,

hey challenped Wisalka to racc a young buffalo.
This was to got him out of the way. The race course
was to cnoircle Kotoilomm (Lake ifichigan). As soon as
tho contostants had roundoed the oppoesite shore of
tho lake, the sorpents attaclkod Yapatmo, and ‘fisaka

could hoar his youngoer brothor calling for help., Then

Ppa



Wisake ran ell tho fastor., As ho drow near homo ho
could hoer his younger brothor calling again, "Oh,

my clder brother, Wisaka, they arc killing me!"
Wisaka ran very fast. He pasced the buffalo, but
when he arrived at homs it was too late; they had
alrspady killed his younger brother. They had skinned
him and carried his hide eway. Then Wisake went into
mourning. He blackensd his face end attacked and
killed the underworld monsters.

The track made by Wisaka and the buffalo in
their race around Lake Miohigan could once be plainly
sesn, ALt one time the Indiens followed it as a
treil in going to their villages or on war or hunting

expeditions.



THE RED BANRS

{Green Bay Hyth}

In the begimming Farthiaker created four memn.
These four brothers were ¥unugs, Henanga, Hogapa, and
Wanyiga. These first four he made chiefs of the
Thunderbirds. He opened the heavens in order that they
might see the sarth., He gave them a tobacco plant, and
he gave them fire. The esarth was to be theirs to live
upoen. The four brothers flew down to earth and landed
in the branches of o tree. This place wos ot Within
Lake, at Red Banks on the shore of Greem Bay. They then
1it on the ground and begen walking toward the sast.
There they selected a camp ground. There they started
the first fire. One brother went to hunt for food. He
 took the bow and arrows which Earthmaker hed given them
and he killed and brought back = deer. Yot having any
cooking vessels, they rossted the meat over the fire
on sharp sticks.

At this comp ground the Thunderers were joined
by other clanss These cbtnined fire from them. The
first to join them were the War clan 'people. They came
fram the west. Then come the Deer clon, the Snake olon,

and the Elk clan. The Becr olan, the Fish clan, the



Water-spirit clan, and the Buffalo clan followed them.
Al1 of the other clens come. Together they formed

& tribe, the Hochungara [ﬂinnﬂhngu}. They began to
intermarry. The men of the upper clans married women
of the lower clans. They cut poles and stripped bark
from the trecs and with these built wigwoms. From
cloy mixed with slippery elm bark they made cooking
vessels., They formed o willage. The members of the
upper clans were the chief's. Thoy organized a council
lodge in which the members of each clan had their
place.

In the beginning the Thunderers were wvery
powerful. They mnde the valleys and the hills. With
their clubs they made dents in the hills. They planted
the tobngco, and with its crushed leawves, which they
threw into the fire, they mads off'erings teo Eorthmalker.

And Barthmalker gave to the Hochungora his blessings.

(Winnebago)



THE LOST GIRLS

(Sturgeon Bay Legend)

A Menomini Indian fomily were living near Sturgeon
Bay. In this family were two girls. These girls liked
to play on the sandy shore of the bay and to swim in
its waters. One day their father went to call for them
but could neither see them or make them hear hisz calls.
He found their footprints in the sand leading to the
water. A big hairy snake lived in the waters of the bay.
He had seigzed the children while they were swimming and
hed carried them away te his den under the waoter.

The faother was wvery serrowful.

Ho rosolved to ssk the assistance of Manabus., For
gix days he fogted end prayed. At the end of his fagt
Manebus appenred to him in a dreem. He told him not
to worry more, that he would rescue and return the

little girls.

Manabua summened the Thunderere from their homes
in the north. These great birds were the enemies of
the heiry serpent. They dowve into the water and found
the white cley=plastersed wigwem of the monster. They
broke down the entrance to his den and killed the bLig
snalte. The children were within. They were safe; the

serpent had not yet esten them. They were returned



to their father's wigwam none the worse for their
sxperisnce, Their parents were overcome with joy
at their return and offered their thanks to Manabus.
Later the Indians could zee g great cloud over
the bay. That was the Thunderers carrying away the

hairy snake. (Menominee)



PORT DES MORTS

(Death's Door Legend)

"In peace and plenty the Noguets had long lived on
the shorss of the islands of the Potawstomi chain at the
head of the Green Bay Peninsula. Hunpger they knsw not.
The lake was full of fish; in the wood waszs an abundance
of deer, bear, turkeys, and pigeons; and flocks of ducks
and geese frequented the lake and bays. Of all the
iglands, Washington was the great game presserve. Never
did the great forests on its baeclk refuse food to the
hungry man. Henu?, one day when a band of Potawatomi
who resided on the neighboring point of Door County
invaded the land of the Nogueta while the latter were
away, the spirit of trouble spread his mantle over the
peaceful isles.

The Indian wanted a deed to the land, though he
held no abstract purporting to show how it had passed
from hand to hand down fram the original granter;
neverthelesz, his rage was quite as great as, if not
greater than, would be that of his white brother if
he found someons calmly appropriating for his own use
the home he ealled his own,

The injury end insult must be wiped out, Fortunately
or unfortunately, he had negleeted to provide courts and

lawyers. The poor redskin had recourse only to bloodshed.



War was declared by the simple processs of the Woguet
warriors embarking in canoes for a raldion the
Potewatomi. But the medicine men were failurcs, or
olse the braves neglected, in thoir haste, to propitiate
the manido, Ior they had only gone a portion of the four
miles which sopareted them from their cnomies when a
broath of wind struck them, the fororunner of a
hurricane which swopt the woters in green massos over
the frail ocraft.

of all thoe brave band which wont forth, not one
was over socn alive., To tho wives, the mothers, the
fethors waiting on the shore, no word came back. Day
by day thoy gazed over the strait. And then their
warriors camo home to thom. The bodies wore found
tossod up on tho beach of Dotroit Island, and frionds
and reletives could do no more than hurry them to
hastily prepared graves. Hore in this open spaco, so

the story goocs, thoy were interred." (Geoorge R. Fox)



THE WATER MONSTER

(Lake Winnsbago Legend)

A very larpge fish (some say a sturgeon) lived in
Lake Winnebago in the early days when the Winnecbago
had their villages on its shores. This monster had a
great appetite for moose, elk, and deer. He lay in
wait for them in the river channel where they were
accustomed to swim from one side of the stroam to the
other. Theore he dragged them under the water and

devoured them, horns, hide, hoofs, and all. Of

course no Indian would cross the channel at that place.

After many years of such killings this hugh fish
was found by same Indiens, fleating on the surface of the
water nesr the shore. He was quite dead, and in
searching for the ceuse they found the large branching
antler of sn elk protruding from his stomach, He had
eaten the elk, but because of its oxtraordinary size
he hed been unable to digest ite horns.

The Indieng belisve that some of the éﬁacsndanta _

of this monster are even now inhabiting Lake Winncbago.
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BUTTE DES MORTS

(Legends of the Hill of the Dead)

"Legends giving different locations as to the
place whers the Tgroet battle' wasz foupht batween
rival Indian tribes arc releted by doscendants of
the early settlers of Butie dos Morts. Most of these
gstories are probably true. Not one, but several bottles
have beon fought in this territory betwecn various
tribee., The abundsnce of cesily procurabls food and
other comfortes supplied by the forcets, mershos, end
waters made this reglon highly sttractiwe to the
aborigines. Situatod as it is on a through route of
travel and lnowm far and wide as 2 land of plonty, it
is inevitable that there would be controversy smong
the rival tribes, followed by battle.
"Mas-prh-quo=to-noh”-Hill of the Doad=has always
becn revered as saocrcd ground by the Indians. Hers
wore held eleaborate end long=-drasm=-cut cercmonies,
and muach medicine was made. Herce were held the dances
gnd feaste by which they ocelebreted seasonal evaents
cor insugurated tribal asctivities. The stately mournful
booming of the dence drum or the jolly rhythmnic boat

of the rattle and water drum led. the cedenec of thoir songs.



By

"Zach nation, in turn, buried its dead on or near this
hill. The bodies of those who perished swsy from home were
brought back to Grand Zutte and interred with [itting
ceremony. Pundle burials show that the deed were not always
brought back the same season. The fact that they were

eventually brought back and buried hers indicated
gsonclusively the veneration in which this pround wes held by
these people. II'Nepoose was here!’ H'Hepoose would watch over
hiz children. " (George E. Overton)

The Hill of the Dead, here referred to, was situated near

the shore of BHutte des Morts Lake, west of Qshkosh,



BIG FOOT'3 TRACYS

(Leke Genev. Story)

Big Toot wag the shief of the Potawatomi willage
lagated in 1831 where Fontana is now situsted at the
western end of besutiful Leale Génev&. This lake bears
his name on some early maps. The name "Msunpust' was
Eiven to the chief by a relative.

(m one occasion Big Foot was out hunting in the
winter time. The snow ocn the frozen lake surfaoce was
sbout eightesn inches deep, and the chief was wearing
snowshoes to facilitate his progress. ‘'hile trudging
along he oame upon the tracks of a deer. It was running
end was being chesed by a wolf.

The rumning deer followed the shore of the leke,
and the hunter followed its tracks. After traveling
guite n distance he came to the f:.llen deser. Thes wolfl
had killed 1% but hed ebandoned his prey because of
the epproaching hunter. IBig Foot returned to his Lake
Geneva vlillage with the deesr mcross his shoulders,

His Lrother-in-law, who was also out on the lake
on some misslon, came upon the large deed tracks
which Big Foot had made and followed them to the Indian
village.

When he lsarned that these were tracks made by
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the chief he jokingly gave to him the neme "Ifeunguzet’
~ (big foot), wnd this nane over arterwards olung bo
Big Foot. (Potawrtomi)
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THE THERIOR oF THE ROCX

< (Hock Ri-er Myth)

The "innebago Indions soy thet when their people
and the Prairie Indiens (Potawotomi) camped on the
banks of the Roelk River, there lived in that strean =
huge end terrible wnter monster. This water demon the
old people describe as & long-tniled onimal with horns
on its head, great jows ond claws, rid a body like a
big snoke., It renged over tha whole length of the
stream from its mouth to the foot of Lake FKoshkonong.
It preyed upon both enimnls ond men, seeming to prefer
one no more thon the other. Hapless deer that went
to the banks of the river te drinlk or walked out into
the woter were seized and swallowed by the monster,
horna and all., At the fordinpg ploaces of the river
this demon eepecially hunted for victims. Indions
erossing ot theso ploces wero dragged down out of
gight benenth the water and wore nover seocn again., Canoss
in the river wers sonetimss overturncd by its limbs
or o alop of its toil and their ocoupants submerged
end lost. Only = fow poople over aaw this wotor monster,
but its presence in the river wans lmown by tho churning
and boiling of the water.

In the spring time ites movement in the river broke

up the ice =ond honped it sgeinst the river banks. Its
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dens wero in the deep placos. There it slept and do-
voured its vietims, Some Indiems believed that thore wero
severel of those wator monsters in the Roclk River.
Offerings of tobacco ond vnrious mrticles wore cast inte
the river to appense their wrath when thoy were angry.
These proservad the lives of meny people.

When the Indisns ceased to enmp in numbers along
the Eneevmeshunnuck (river of bip stones) after the white
mon ocame, these wotor demons alsc left the river. Seame
Indiens thought that they cstablished dens in tho

Mississippi River whore they are today. (Winnebago)



THE WATER MONSTER OF LAKE TOSHECHONG

Hany years ago the Mascouton, or Frairic Potowobomi
haed villages on the shores of Lale Hoshkeonone. A weter
monster of groat peower rnd torrible form dwelt in its
depths nnd made hrvoc with every Indimn conoc. No
Indinan dercd to attempt to oress the lake from shore
ta shorc ewven in mild weathorg beoanse of fear of this
destructive denizen of its wators. Mo white moen ceme to
griecf; the lake passege was unluclky flor redwen only.

"Near the narrows of tho lake rises a high rocky
hill, and near it thore is an islond on which the Indians
compod whon tropping musikrots, On the west side of the
hill thore was o placo whore no Indian could oroaa.

All who abttempted it wore sufe to bo drowned."

{mee thore were two Pobrmrotomi brothors vho econ-
cludod that the sbory of the wrnter monster was folse,
me dey, starting in opposite dircetions, they set ocut
to navigate the lake in thoir ennoos,. "All the Indians
wokchod them in fear, Thoy oxpoctad thet thoy wnuli
acvor bo seon aganin. Soon o big wind aroge, and it
wos so stromg rnd fieree thnt it oven blow the ducks
that wero flying everhoend into the water. Tho Indisna
in the camp sang saercd songs for the well-being of the

two boys, but night ecmmo and they did not roturn.,

T
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Tho two cenoes were letor found cnpsized. After
gomo time seweral white men told the Potowatomi that
they hod found the bodies of the boys floating in the
lake. There wns white ¢lay in tholr nostrils and enrs,
¢ sure sign that the Loke Foshkonong monster had caught
them and drowned thom. GSome Indions are afraid of the
woters of Lako Hoshkonong to this day believing that
the water monster still prowls ahout its shoros.

Defore tho Potewatomi cmie, Indians of the Sauk
tribo lived on the thrﬂ of this lnke. They had enenics,
probably the Illinois, who once trapped s number of
them on an islend, They wore unable to cacape, as tho
island wns partly surroundod by a large swamps The Souk
wore here oxtorminetod by the arrows of the cnomy, and some
also porished through storvation. This happoning gave

the lake = bad name. (Hamcouten)
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THE SFIRIT RACCOCH

(Lake Mondota Logend )

WMaony conturics ago two Wintebaro hunters ncar the
ford of tho Yohara (Catfish) Biver at Leke Monona saw
in the sandy soil the trecks of an animal, unmistakobly
those of 2 racecon. They were of unususnlly larpe size.
The hunters followed thom to o wooded point on thoe
castorn shore of" Lole Mondeotn, at presont known as Maple
3luff. Herc the raccoon hrd found n hiding place in a
hollow logs Ome of the Indipns fitted an arrow into his
bowstring and was about to shoot when the animal called
to him in humen language nnd besought him not £; shoot.
It informod him that it was a "spirit" snimal and that
n dire sslemity would bofall him if ho killed it, The
Indian wisoly. dosistod., Tho ether hunter had ne sush
seruples. He snid thet he did not esrc whether it weos
o spirit roccoon (which he did mot beliswe) or not; he
was going to kill it, as he was vory hungry. So ho shot
and ¥illed the animal. Ho skinaod and out up tho raesoon,
thon bailt a fire and resstod its flesh., Of thie he oto
heertily, his friond refusing to portnke of this feast.

Tho dey being warm, the two Indians lay down under
a tree and slopt. Aftor a while, tho Indian who had

goton thoe flesh of thoe "epirit" raccoon awoke. Ho was vory

13
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thirsty and dosocnded to o large spring onco located

at tho base of tho bluff. HKnceling at its rim, ho

bagan to drink its wator. Tho moro ho dranlk, the more
thirsty he becamo, Finally, his thirast bocamo so
intense that in dosporation he wndod out into tho lako,.
As soon as the water rose nbove his middle, hia droadiful
thirst comsed., It returned again the mement he ventured
into shallower water or tried to go ashere. In the

loke he was obliged to remnin until night cnme, and he
thon sank into its wators. Hoe was tranaformod into a
fish. Hisa hunﬁar friend stood on the lake bank but wes
unable to holp him,

For many years Indians comping noar this bluff
hawe heard aftor dark, in the doup wntor, tho splashing
of p prect fish-the unfortuncto Indian—-fallgwnd by the
benting of a war drum nand tho singing of his war song.

From this lepond Lake Mondota obtainsd its Tndian
nnme, Wonkshokhomikla, "whore the Indian lios."

There is another vorsion of this story in which
the "animal" discovered in a hollow treoo was a catfish

ingtond of a raccoon. (Winncbage)
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THE BATTLE AT DsEVILS LAKE

(Winnebago Legond)

A quarrol onco arose botweon the water spirits,
or under-wator panthers, who lhiad a don in tho dopths of
Dovwils Lalko, end the Thunderbirds., Those animals wore
called Walkhaleora, and the Thunderers wore called
Walunja, Ths groat birds, flying high above the loke's
gurface, hurled their eggs (arrowe or thunderbolts)
inte the waters and on thoe bluffs. Tho water monsters
throw up groat rocks nnd weater=spouts from the hottom
of the lake.

This terrible fight continued for days. The falling
cgegs tore down the troes and split off groat pleces of
rook, and tho tumhlcd:dnwn and eracked rocky surfacs
of tho surrounding bluffs stands as evidenoo of this
great struggle.

The Thunderors wore finnlly wviectorious and flow
cway to their homes and neosts in the -North.: No Indian
darod ﬁD'ﬂpprﬂﬂﬂh-thﬁ leke for o long time. Tho wator
gpirits wore not ell killed snd somo ere in Devils Leke
to t&;s day.

Et wos b cusbom of the cerly Indisns to make

—~tobaooo offerings to the spirits of this laks, depositing

tobacco. on boulders on the shore or strowing it on



the surface of the wator.
The Winncbago (Hochungara) name for this lake was
Tawacunchulkdah, saercd lake, Thore aro a number of

Winnobogo myths and legends concerning Devils Lake.

22
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THE PBIRTHE OF THE EUFFALD CLAW

(Winnobago Myth)

Devils Loke was the plase of birth of the Buffalo
elan of the Winncbago tribe. Onee wory long ago a
ereat sommotion came Yo the waters of this spirit lake.
The waters churned and boiled, then a dark object
appoarod in its middle. It was a vary long time beforas
it came to the surfaco. Thon it swam ashore. The waters
now became quiet. It had horns, a tail, a hairy hide,
end four leogs=-it was a buffale. It shook itself, it
walked about, and it ate grass and leaves, It bacome
g man; it was tho father of the Buffalo clan, Teega.

Tho Buffalo clansmen had a particular funection
of aeting as public orators and as intermediarics
betwoen the chief and the tribe, This elan and the
Watoer=spirit clan were brother clans, serwving ench

pther in voarious weays and on wvarious occasions.
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THE SIOOX WAR FARTY

{Groen Lake Legond)

"A long time ago,-=0Oh, more than a thousend yoars
ago, o war party of Sioux Indians samc up the Hisconsin
Hiver from Iows in conocs, They ecarricd their canoces
everland from Pucliowny Loko to Greon Lake and camped
uvarnigqt at the Sugar Loaf. Therco wore many Sioux
in this wor party, and thoy deeided to attaclk the
villope of their onemies, the Winnebago, on the opposite
shore. In this villago the men were saway on a hunt. Only
the o0ld mon, boys, and the womon were at hamo. Tho
Sioux hoped to obtain mony scalps, prisonors, and rmch
plunder by attneking the Winncbago town.

"In the morning. in full war paint, they cmbarked
in theoir canocs end singing their war songs, paddled
toward tho south shorc. Whon near the middle of the
lpke their conoes scommoncad to go round and round, and
thoen thoy wont dowm.

"The water spirits, who had & den in the bottom of
this lake, werc good fricnds of tho Winncbego who had
mmﬁ(tmbaucu and other offerings to thom. Thoy did not
wish to sec them sloughtered. Thoy coauscd the great

. whirlpool which overturned and sucked down tho Sioux
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apnops filled with bloodthirsty warriors.

"aptor that the Winnebago poople found dead Indions
and smoshod conoss and stone aXos, flint arrows and
goppor lmives all along the shores of the lako, I tell

you, Mister, Groon Lake is a bod lake." (Winnobogo)



THE WISCONSIN RIVER

(ehippewe Lopond)

WINNESAGo

"The bed of the Wisconsin River was formed by an
immense serpent. He was a monitou and had his home
in the proat forosts noear the Big Lale. His powors weroe
vory great, and all of tho other animals wore afraid of
him.

"nee this great serpent started to travel from
his home in the northern forests toward the sca. In
erawling over the lond his groat body wore a doop groove,
or chammel, through the forests snd prairies. Into this
bed the water flowed. Wohn he moved hls tonil greast.
masses of waotor splashed froa the chonnel through the
forests and formed lakes. Many lakos and ponds wore
mode in this way. 211 animel life fled before him ns
he troveled., Other loss poworful sorponts made haste
to got out oi his coursc, and thoy fled in all directions
bofore him. Thus come the bods of the smaller streaas
which now pour their waters into Wisconsin., In places
where the woter pours over frolls there were rocks in
the path of the great serpent, so he crowled down over

them. The woter below is deup. It now rushes over the

rocks, making the semo loud noise which he made.

"Noar the Wiscomsin Dolls ho uncounterod a groat

26



= T —

i

body of rock. Finding e eraclk in this, ho thrust his
hesd inte it and ront the stone wnll by the contortions
of his powerful body. The gueer shapes of these rocks
arc due to his sgtrugglo to got through them. ‘fhere
the banks of the river are vory wide ho rostod. BuluF
the Dells he changed his courso of travel to the west,
finally reaching the Mississippi River.

"The Winncbago name for tho Dells was Nechohke-

coonshoreh, "whero the rocks strike together.”

=
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MAIDEE ROCK

(Mississippi River Legond)

Wonona wes the benutiful daughter of Red Wing, a
Dakota chiof, whose village was on tho banks of the
Mississippi River. Many braves of tho Dakota tribo
came to woo this fair maiden. But Wenona had givon
her heart to a young Chippowa chicf, tthite Eagle, whan
gho had mot on the top of the groat towering
Mississippi River bluffs.

Hor agod fathor would not liston to her ploadings
for permission to wod this young lover. Ho waos o
nembor of an alien tribe whan the Dnkotn hated fiorecly
and with whon they woro almost constantly at war, ERed
Wing said that ho would rather kill his doughter then
havo hor become tho wifo of o brave of tho Chippowa
notlen. He promised to have his warrlors traclk down
and kill the Chippewn lover. He had selcoted for her
husbond Chicf Kownunes, on old man of the Dnkota tribe.

While White Eapgle waited for Tenona on the top of
thxh‘tig,h bluff her fothoer was arousing his werriors
to hunt down the hated Chippows. VWonona fled to warn
him of his danger. White Eagle was overjoyod te =meo
his loved onc. She told him that she had pleaded with
her father to bo nllowed to become his wife ind had
failed and that he was sending his worriors to kill

« Her father had betrothed her to 01d Chiefl

IWNINGC s
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As Vhite Eagle was ontrenting her to flee with him
to his own peoplo, tho Dalkota warriors had asconded the
bluff and woro surrounding the lovors. . doadly arrow
shot by onc of tho Dnlots waorriors pierced the heort of
White Eagle, and he foll ot Wonona's foet. Gothering
his body in her arms sho held him while his lifo blood
gushod owoye. Thon Wonone wont to the edge of the bluff,
cnd before anyone eould stop her she oast herself frem
its odgo dovm to the roeks bolow. Sho proferred to go
to thoe spirit world with her lowver rether thon share
the wigwan of Fewnaneo.

Her fethor, who roally lowed her, rocovercd hor
erughod body frem tho roels. Ho mournced her loss until
the ond of his life, In remombrance of Wonona's
gagrifico a bluff ond a willage on the Uppor Mississippi

today boear tho name of Maiden Hoek,

%,
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THUFDER MOUTTAIN
(Potawatomi Lepgend)

"ow regarding the Thunder Mountain in the western
part of Marinette County: I've heard something about
it since I was & little fot. But I have never heen
there to see it, as close by as it is to where I live.

"FPirst, let me try and explain Thunder. We beliesve
it to be & largg bird lilke an Eagle, only much larger.
ind when this bird was ereated it yas made to have power
in order to defend us from the great serpents, who
vanted to kill and eat the human race, It was also te
moisten the earth for vegetation. Thunderers, we call
these great birds. One of them is celled Chegquah,

And the mountain we call Bikweki, so Thunder Mountain
is Chequah Bilwaki.

"kany, meany years have gone by since the Hill
rwoeived its name. DBecause in the beginning of its
Indiﬁn history the Thunder Birds used to make their
nests here and sit on their two eggs until their
young werce hatched. Some Indians many years ago in
the sumwer time visited the Hill and were surprised
;f find soveral paira of young Thunders. It was
elweys tho custom with Indiems te offer tobacco
for friendship and safety.

"And later on in another visit by the Indians a
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pond was discovered on the top of the Hill. And it

was dangercus. The Serpent whe lives under the Hill
had caused this pond to be so that he could sun
himself when the sky was clear. And on a swmy clear
day he was sunning, probebly asleep, when a lone
Thunder discovered him and decided to catch him

alive and carry him off. 8o the Thunder came dowm
from the sky and caught the serpent. The Thunder would
carry him high. The Serpent, struggling, would carry
the Thunder back down on the pond.

"At thet time an Indien hunter whe was passing
happenad to look to the top of the Hill end to his
surprise saw the two struggling, and went up to
witness the great fight. He was noticed by them, and

. th:,il;hundar Bird spolke and said, "My friend, help me,
and ;%act the Berpent with your arrow, and I will meke
you & great man!' The Sorpent also spolke and ssid,
'Help me, and shoot the Thunder, and I'll promise

you my friendship to the end of all timel The Indian
did not lmow which one to help, soc he shut his eyes
nngxshut an arrow toward tho fighters and shot the
Thunder. That shot wenkened the Thunder and he fell
dovm: and was taken under the Hill as a prisoner. The

Thunder Bird is atill there, and the Hill i=z czalled



Chequeh Jikwaki. Whenever there is going to be a
thunder storm lightning is seen flashing from the

Thunder Mountain."

2



THE WINDCW OF VAUCEESAH

{Thunder Mountoin Legond)

Little Hi1l, or Little Mountain, is a high mountein
of so0lid roeck on the Peshtige River. Its Menomini
Indian name is Wau~che-sah. Surrounding it is a region
of emall forest opemings and borren plains. The
Thunderers, coming from their homee in the west, szet
fire to thesc plains by the flashes of lightning which
issued from their eycs, end they leep the rogion burned
over az they desire it to be.

) At the beginning of this hill end lodge thore is &
gmall leke, a deep fountoin of ecleoar cold vmter. This
loke the Indiong boliowe to be a window of the mountein.

In the loke there ie the den of a great White Bear, the

kking of all bears. Through this window tho boar obsocrves

wh't iz going on in the vorld cnd keeps an cyo on his

cnemics, tho Thundercrs. (lMenominec)
-
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THE BATTLE OF THR PIERCED FORTHEAD

(Menomonee River Legend)

It is knosm that a battle wae fought on tho presont
gite of Marinette and Henomonce oand that it was a
sanguinary struggle. Mr. Louis Bernard, o Monomini
Indian, residing in ilenominec, whose forofathers
wore involved, tells this story of the fight.
"It wos springtime. All nature was weking from the
w long winter's sleep; the graaa:was groon, Lrogs wore
I!hudding gnd the birds woro nesting. In the forest the
young deer followed closc to its mothor and the black
beor cub romped about the mouth of the wintor don.
In the water the fish wwore running upstroom to spoym.
And with the first return of the fish come the great
ﬂ-sturgﬁun, the prize food fish of tho Indion.
E "Phey werc spearcd, notted, and trepped until

gach band had an abundoance for iwmediate uso oa woll

ags fish to dry. But this yoar a bond of Indiens, living



on the banks of the Henomineco, hed Tailt a stone dmm
ncross the river. It hed beon well constructed and
the sturgeon were stoppéd so that nene got past it
up the streom. TUndor the direcction of the chief, who
had plammed the dem, his bond reapod a rich harvest.

"While this arrangemont was vory satisfactory
to his people, to the othor bands farthor up the
rivor it wae vory amnoying, They weitod patiently,
thinking that vhon the lower group had scoured
cnough fish for their owm use, they would domolish
the dem, Days passed end still no sturgeoon came
up-stream, Tho run would soon be over and unloss
the dom wos torn dovm thores would bo nmo sturgoon
for those in the upper villages.

"It so happened that the Indian bond loented
next abewe the dam huildors hod for its ehicf a
brother of tho chief of the lower tribe, for all
vrere Monomini, As timo passced, this mon considored
that for theo welfare of ‘thoso in his band he must talke
gomo moons to sceurc sturgeon. 'le callod dto him his son,
aged tyoelvo years, and instrueted him:

"¥iy brother, your unele, is chief of the band bolow

us. You shall go to him and give him my message. Say to

him that I, his brother, scnd my greotings and would tell

35
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him that in my comp there is much hunger. Fer tho meat
of the last scason's hunt is nor gone and aa yot wo
have made ne gateh of the groat sturgoon. Tell him
that I, his brother, ask him sz o frver, becousc his
band ias faot and slock and has caught and put by mony
sturgeon, I ask him agcin to open tho dom and let

gome of tho great fish swim by. This I bid you tell
him.

"The lad startod en his trip. It was not hazardous,
nor had ho muech to fear, Was ho not going to his fatherts
brother, his ovm unclo?

"Thon ho eome to the cemp on the lover rivor, he
spoke with boys of his ovm ago and lot it be knowm thet
he hnd o mossago for the shief. This information
roached the oars of the ehief and He summoned the
vounpgater to oppoar before him,

"iMhot vould you with mo?! he inquired, as ho sat
oft his eoueh in his enbin. The boy stood before him
and drnred mot sponk until he vas thus pddressed. He
s nowr froo to delivor hils mossage. This he did,
spoalcing the vords that his fathor had told him. When
ha vas dono he stood in silenec waiting for whatever
raply his unelo might wish to sond boek to his brother,

the boy's fothor,
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"The chief sat still for some wmomoentes, thon as
though suddenly resolved, he leaped up, erying, 'This
is my onswer! and graspod the loose skin of the boy's
forohcad in onc hand, drawing it away from the skull.
Then with tho othor hoand he seized a flint Imifo
and with one siroke skowered the vrenpon in the skin.

"1Thou shanlt take this, my answer, to my brother,
your fether!'! he criod.

"In shame the boy crept from the comp and started
o the homovord trail. The pain of the wound vwos not
great, but his anguish of spirit ond shame at the insult
was unbearable. Heor dared he romove the mife. IE wos
o mossazo and not for a boy of his age to tampor with.
At tho most he could but wipe awoy the blood which ron
dovin into his oyes ond mouth. But the imife remnincd.

"Though the distancc betwreon the two comps wes not
great, ho could pasily howve reached his fathorts topoo
before dark, ho lingered long en the woy so thot when
he eame to it it was long after sunsct. Toking
advantnge of an epportunity, he crept undor tho edge
af the lodge and lay down on his bed. As ho lay cmong

the skins there came to him his mother who inguired
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if he were too tired from his journey to ent something.
No, he was not hungry. She wont away. Later she
returned. Was he sick that he lay so close emong the
fur? No, he wma not siek. A1l the time he kopt his face
hiddan.

"Then come his father, and shortly the whele
misereble story come out. At the sight of the Imife
in the skin of his son's forehesd the reage of the
chief was groet. WNothinz could wipe out this insult
save the blood of hig brother and all of the members
of his brother's baend.

"4t onece rumners were dispatched to other bands
f‘arthur-up the stresm, asking for thair aid in aen
attack upon the dam buildors. And the asking was not
in wvain. G&hortly a great number of Indians gathored
and moved dovm the river townrd the cemp of the chiefl
who had offered the insult.

"They did not hurry. The attack was well-planned.
By cenoe they came dowvm as far as what is now tho 0ld
Boom House, and here they disembarked under cover of
darkness, for they Journeysd at night. Then theoy stoles
up the hill whore ars now the golf grounds. Here thoy
planned an ambuscade, with the first coming of light
thoy set upon the other band and in a long hard fight
killed every member of the village and avenged the

insult of the Pierccd Forchood.™
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PINE LANE

(Foreat County Legend)

In Pine Lalke, near Hiles, there is a line of
submerged rocks. The story of those roclks is that
when pursued by an enemy, probably the dresded 8ioux,
the Indians of this region would coms to the bank
of the lake and cross on the hidden stones.

Being beneath the surface, the enemy could
not see them. Reaching the lake shore, the
attaclkers were dumb-founded to b2 unable to find
any trace of their intended victims. It was as
if the water, the air, the wood, or h@lpfui spirite
had swallowod them up or borne them safely wmway.
For them a weil of mystery surroundad this loke.

(Potesratomi )
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HANZHOZO AND THE E&AR

{Legend of Crowling Stone Lake)

Yonebogo wos walking in the woods near this well-
knovwn lecko when he was chased by a big black bear. He
had once ~ngered this bear by whacking him over the
noge with o stick when he satb aslceep under a bhig tree.
The bear remcmbéred the injury and wes determined to
have his revenge when he ogain met Nancbogo. His
opportunity to do so had come. As Nanebazo ron
toward the water, his only avenuc of cscapc from
the angry bear, he gathered up on armful of stonecs.

As he stepped intoe the vmter he dropped or throw

them before him, one after the other, using them as
stopping stones. Ovor these stones the baffled bear
dared not follow Wanebozo, who thus safely crossed to
the othor shoro and oscaped his pursuer. Horc he "mode
6 nose" at tho bear.

Some of those stonos gtill remain in position
in Crawling Stone Loke in Vilas County and merk the
flight long cgo of the Indian eulture hero, Marebozo.

(Chippaova )
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OLD LADY1E TAKE

Smith Lalke, a short distanee north of Hoyvrard,
the old peoplc smong the Chippowa Indione lmow os
"0ld Lady Lake." The story of how the lake obtained
this nome is as follows. Some Chippova, who wers
traveling northward over & trall from the presont
loeality of Haywnrd, hod in their party a very old
Indien women. She was vory infirn, and thore appearced
to be no doubt that she would be unable to stand the
hardships of trail trawel, so when they reached the
shores of Smith Lake they made hor as comfortable
as possihlc and left her to die. No one cvor know
what become of her. For meny ycars nftor that
Indisns traveling owver the trail saw, or thought
thoy seaw, thoe spirit of the old lady whed they
passed the shores of this lake. This spirit harmed
no one, but the Indians were never desirous of

lingering long in the vicinity. (Chippovm)



THE THUNDERBIRD AT THE FOST

(Chippewa Legend)

"The Indisns believe that thunder is the wvoiee
of an immenase invisible bird that comss ot times
to warn them that the Great Spirit is disploased with
gomething they have done, and that it always comes
when the ecountry is already storm-vexed, =s the time
ia then opportumc for +his mighty bird to add its
voice to the naturally saddened feclings of the
pecple, and thereby meking its presence more effective.
The lightning they believed to be flashes from the eyos
of this enormous bird, and when the storm is fierce
ond the flashes are vivid it is taken as a warning that
thelr bad deeds are many and that their retribution
must be great. When one is killed by the fluid thoy
belicve it is.a judgment sont by the CGreoat Spirit
through the agonoy of this mysterious bird.

"They call this bird Chonemoke. When they sece
distant flashcs of lightning ond do not heayr the voice,
as theyr believe it to be, of this great bird, they
Inow it is at a distance, but they still beliove
that it is teocching s lesson to a distant poople and

will soon be with them. But should a storm pass by
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without tho wvoico and the flashos coming near then,
they are hoppy agein, for they feel relioved,
beliaving thaot the bird is net angry with them. Thoy
firmly boliewvc this bird toc be on agoney of the
Almighty, which is kept noving about to kecp an eye
on the wrong-doings of the poople. Whon e tree is
stricken ond set on fire, the lesson whieh it wishes
to impart has been given, ond the rain is sent to
provant the fire from destroying the country.

"There is a point of lond in this part of the
country that the Indians eall Pa=-qua-a=trong, meaning
n forest destroyed by the grest Thunderbird. I hawo
vigited this ploce. It is now almost barren; the timber
which was onee upon it, hawving been destroyed by
lightning. The Indions belicvod that the storm bird
had ruined this forest to show its wrath, and thet
the people might profit by the lesson. A hunting
party of Indiens was once oaught on this barren lamd
in o thunderstorm, and took refuge undcr the trumk of
a fallen trec which had been sufficiently burnt
on its under side to give them sheltor. One of the
party, in his hurry to get out of the rain, left his

gun standing egninst the log. The lightning struck it,
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running dovm the barrel cnd twisting it into odd
shapes and destroying it; and the ovmer of thie

gun was thoreafter polinted out by the whole band
es the person upon whom the storm bird desired to

beatow its frowns."
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HARALE POINT

On ¥arble Point on the shore of Lalke Superior
there is much game, but the old men will nover go
there oxcept to get specisl chams for the Midewewin
ceremony. Here are supposcd to live the "Little
Pcople" of Marble Point, who are muech rospected and
of whose power there arc many tales. The stones found
here ere all vory round, supposcdly madc so through
the work of these Indlion fairy folk, ond the atmospherc
of tho whole rogion 1s one of sacrcdnoss. Ono may not
eut o troec or kill an animal without incurring the
displeomsure of tho "Little Pooplo®™ and porhaps

rogoiving swift punisiment. (Chippovm)



IIIEEOUJOU

(Brule River Myth)

Winnoboujou, the giant blocksnith, somctines spolen
af as Hiswntha, vns an all=powerful nanitou. His forge
yms noar the Eauy Claire Lokeos in nortlwrostern Wisconsin.
He uscd tho highost flat-topped groanite peok for his
anvil. The region where he vorked in tho soutlnrostorn
part of Beyficld County is that of the Smoky Mountoing,
£ wild and rugged country.

Thore ho shaped the niswnbik, or motive soppor
of tho Brule River region, inte warious ussful weapons
ond imploments for his children, the Chippevs Indians.
Ho wos capcoinlly adevt in shaping copper spoarpoints
end fishhools required for the ecatehing of the giant
sonesuggoego, or spockled trout. This fish abounded
in tho elcar spring wnters of the Lakd Superior scetion
af the Brule.

Kuch »f Winnoboujou's forging waos done by moonlight,
and the ringing blows of his povabik (irom) hesmer wore
“heard by the Indiens os far dovm tho LaYe Superior
traters an n¥ the Soult Rapids. Those booning noisecs
still ceho dovm theo longth of the Brule Valloy and
tho vaters of the 8t. Croix Riwver.

On clenr moonlight nighte these rinping blows

arc plainly heard. The glow of his forge fire lipghts



up the euntire sky.

The sound of thoe giant sniith's hoomer wos
eongidored a blessing or lucky portont by the
Chippewa and was drended by their aneiont oneomios,
tho Dalota or Siowx. An Indion, hearing tho noiso
of Winnoboujou's anithing, beecanc posscssod of
strongth and industry.

Winnobou jou'!s summer hone was on the Brule
River noar its source. IT was necessary for him te
keep on eye always on Ahnik, the Beaver, a rival
nanitou wrho night, if not wmtehed, slip acrcss the
onogun (portage) to the St. Croix River and then,

by way of tho Mississippl, rcach tho gulf. (Chippowa}



THE APOSTLE ISLAMDS

(Chippovm Logond)

Winncboujou was hunting in the Brulc River
country. He had for weapons his powerful bow and a
quiver filled with arrows slung ovor hie baeck, In the
big woods of the Prule he saw the frosh tracks of o deer

whieh ho folloved. It vas o large aninal, and Winnobowjou,
looking owor the trsc tops, cauld troce ita novononts os
the deer ren. The forost was so donsce that only now
and then eould he coteh o glinpso of it. Then ho shot
on arrew to the spot, but the tree trunks and folinge
always provontod his strilding the fleot animal.
Winneboujou followed the decer all the day and
shot otray all of the arrows ho hod in his guiver. BSo
he throw awey his bow. When tho huntoed deor rcachod the
shorc of Loke Buperior it ran intce the water and swan
mway. Whon Winnoboujou roschod the shore the deer was
alroady far out in the woter. He boconeo so angry at
his failure to get the decr that he grabbed up handfuls
of roeclks and threw them in the direction which the deoor
had taken. These, falling into tho water, beeame Lthe
Apostle Islande, lying where wo sco thonm today.

(Chippowsa)
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MANITOU MENIS

(Spirit Island Logond)

Spirit Island, in the upper St. Louis River ncar
Suporior and Duluth, gots its nane from tho story of
an Indien romnmco.

A beautiful Chippova maiden and o strapping young
Sioux, doughtor and son of twm rival chiofa, srore
dosperately in love with each other.

This hend of the Loke Superior country ves for
nany yeors the newtrel hunting and fishing grounds of
the Sioux and tho Chippowe natisms. It wos also the
sconc of mony e bottlo botwoon worring bonds. It is
said thot over a thousand inveding Sicux vrorc ecaptured
ar lkilled in tho last declsive battle on the St louis
Rivora .

The young Chippovm maiden rescued her Sioux lover
during this batile, and thoy both fled in o birch bark
conoc to this Spirit Islend. Aftor counting his Sioux
soalps, her irste father-chicftain pursued them in the
carly moraing but found only their conce ond smoldoring
ocxp fire. Both brave and moiden had completely and
absolutely disappeared, leaving only two pairs of
rmoccosing sido-by-side nt the foot of & couch of codar

boughs «
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The redrman's logical solution was thot
"Nesagia Manitou," or Love Spirit, had taken thom

away in his "gogic Jomon," or sky cance, to a

hunting ground of never-onding hoppincss ond penco.

Ever aftcrword theoir woird Indion love songs
could be heard at night by anyonc who vontured on
the islend. No Indian wwould camp theroe, as they
hold the plecc socred and rogorded it with owo.
Many Indisns will nevor land or camp on it ovon
now. A comparatively fow ycars ago o small flock
of angora gocts worc put on the island o surmor
thorp, but all awnm ashore to the painland and
wora so wild and timid that it was a long time
before they could be caupght and temwed again.

At this writing it is still unoecupicd,
though a booutiful woaoded island within a "Pow
canoe lengthe" of thoe thriving citics of Suporior

and Duluth. (Chippowa)
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