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I'Mishakwut' Premiere 
Packs Tosa Theater! 

A world premiere and actors 
Iwbo are the boy next door and the 
Igirl in your geometry cla.sr---com-
Ibine them and you have a wildly 
[enthusiastic movie audience such 
las jammed the Tosa theater, 6328 
|W. North avenue, last night. 

"Mishakwut," film tale of the 
•aboriginal Menomini. was having its 
linitial showing. Conceived by El-
lliott W. Cooley, 137 W. Eighty-sev-
lenth street, as a visual education 
Ischeme, it was Wauwatosa-spon-
Isored, filmed, directed and acted. 

And Wauwatosa, city of homes 
land community spirit, turned out 
Ito a man to see it. Mothers and 
(fathers and uncles and aunts of 
Ithe half hundred high school stu-
Idents who had a hand in the pro­
duc t i on were there for the premiere, 
• complete with flood lights, loud 
| speaker and microphone. 

Mrs. Philip La Follette, there 
Ito say a good word for this WPA 
[project sponsored by the Wauwa­
tosa hoard of education, spoke into 

[the microphone, but. nobody had a. 

ghost, of an idea what she said, sol 
wild was the noise of the crowd.f 
W. A. Torkelson, state WPA direc­
tor, fared only slightly better. 

Children attended an earlier pre-l 
view, at 6:30 p. m. All but Olivel 
May Timmerman. 2034 N. Twelfthl 
street, full-blooded Mohican baby.l 
As the budding Shirley Temple whol 
portrays the movie's hero in in-[ 
fancy, Olive May enjoyed the dig- | 
nity of a seat at the regular pre­
miere, and yawned with Greta] 
Garbo disdain at the applause | 
which greeted her appearance. 

Wauwatosa Goes Hollywood for Indian Film 

F E A N K BEHEENS. LOUISE LAMASON. 

Wauwatosa, man, woman and child, eddied 
around the Tosa theater, 6328 W. North ave­
nue, last night as local and state celebrities ar­
rived for the premiere of the film, "Mishak-
wut." produced and acted by their fellow-

VIVIAN K E B B . 

townsmen. Miss. Lamason, leading lady of 
the cast, is shown at the microphone, directed 
by Frank Behrens, announcer. One of the out­
fits Louise wears in the picture was donned by 
Miss Kerr, 7526 Lincoln street, for usher duty. 

MILWAUKEE SENTINEL, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 19361 



F O R E W O R D 

IN MAKING IT POSSIBLE TO DEPICT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 
CELLULOID THE CUSTOMS OF AN ALMOST EXTINCT INDIAN CULTURE, 
W.P.A. FEELS THAT IT HAS MADE A WORTHY AND PERMANENT CON­
TRIBUTION TO VISUAL EDUCATION. 

"MISHAKWUT : THE STORY OF AN INDIAN BOY" DEPICTS THE 
LIFE AND CUSTOMS OF THE WISCONSIN MENOMINI INDIAN TRIBE. 
ONE OF THE FEW PEACEFUL, PASTORAL INDIAN TRIBES, WHOSE TRADIT­
IONS ARE CULTURAL RATHER THAN WARLIKE, THE MENOMINI LIVED WHERE 
THE MILWAUKEE AND MENOMINEE RIVERS EMPTY INTO LAKE MICHIGAN. 
THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE HAS NOW REPLACED THEIR TEPEES ON THE 
BANKS OF THESE TWO RIVERS. 

PROJECT 2224 IS SPONSORED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
WAUWATOSA, MILWAUKEE SUBURB. 

BY MEANS OF THIS PROJECT, PUPILS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
OF MILWAUKEE COUNTY WILL SOON BE LEARNING THEIR WISCONSIN 
HISTORY THROUGH THE ATTRACTIVE MEDIUM OF THE MOTION PICTURE. 

ALREADY EDUCATORS HAVE SIGNIFIED THEIR INTEREST IN THIS 
EDUCATIONAL FILM. THEY SAY IT IS THE FIRST FILM ACCURATELY TO 
DEPICT THE LIFE OF A PARTICULAR INDIAN TRIBE. THEY ADVOCATE 
SIMILIAR FILMS BY WHICH THE WHOLE RANGE OF CULTURES OF THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN CAN EVENTUALLY BE PICTURED. 

"MISHAKWUT" WAS FILMED WITHIN THIRTY MILES OF MILWAUKEE'S 
BUSIEST METROPOLITAN THOROFARE. A PRIMITIVE SPOT OF VIRGIN TIMBER, 
FRINGING ROCKY CLIFF FORMATIONS, A STREAM WHICH HAS BEEN UNTOUCHED 
BY CIVILIZATION, WAS SELECTED BY ATTACHES OF THE MILWAUKEE PUBLIC 
MUSEUM AS AN ACCURATE SETTING. 

A LITTLE BAND OF ACTORS ( HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS) AND 
TECHNICIANS ( W.P.A. WORKERS ) WENT "ON LOCATION" TO THIS 
PRIMITIVE SPOT FOR THREE WEEKS THIS SUMMER. W.P.A. MANNED THE 
COMMISSARY DEPARTMENT WITH WORKERS FROM HOT LUNCH PROJECTS WHO 
WERE TEMPORARILY FREE BECAUSE OF RURAL SCHOOL VACATIONS. 
W.P.A. RECREATION PROJECTS PROVIDED LEADERS TO DIRECT THE 
LEISURE OF ALL NOT ENGAGED IN THE ACTUAL FILMING. 

ARTISTS ON THE MILWAUKEE HANDICRAFT PROJECT METICULOUSLY 
COPIED MENOMINEE INDIAN DESIGN FROM MATERIAL MADE AVAILABLE BY 
THE MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM AND WORKERS MADE THE COSTUMES. 
ACCESSORIES WERE CLEVERLY REPORDUCED BY THE SAME PROJECT WHICH 
ALSO DESIGNED AND MADE THE PROGRAMS FOR THE PREMIERE. 

HARRIETT PETTIBONE CLINTON,SUPERVISOR 
WOMEN'S & PROFESSIONAL DIVISION 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 
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G R A N D P R E M I E R E 
M I S H A K W V J T 

WAUWATOSA^ OWN MOVIE. 
_ _ _ „ TOSA THE/\TER 
OC 1 iq 

THIS I S A REPLICA OF THE BANNER STREET SIGN 

1WHICH HUNG ACROSS NORTH AVENUE IN FRONT OF THE 

ITOSA THEATER FROM OCT. 10 TO OCT. 1 9 , INCLUSIVE. 

S O * 

USA< 
WORK 
P R O G R R m 

WPA 

AHiiOUNOIHG TIE RRii.Î Ri OF 
WAUWATOSA'S OWN MOVIE 

MISKKKWUT 
(Covered by Clouds) 

The story of a primitive Menominee Indian Boy. The picture has been 
carefully checked for accuracy by the Milwaukee Public Museum. 

Filmed by - Elliot Cooley and Norman Franz 

Costumes designed by - Miss Alberta Johnson, Wauwatosa High School 

Costumes made by - W.P.A. Handicraft Project 

Characters are played by Wauwatosa school children 

This picture is a production of the W.P.A. Visual Education Project, 
sponsored by the Wauwatosa Board of Education. 

A preview for children will be shown at the Tosa Theater (6823 W. 
llorth Avenue)' on Mondny, October 19, at 6:30. Admission - 25 cents. 

A Grand Premier with all the formalities.of a Hollywood production 
iill be staged (Tosa Theater) at 8j30 on Monday, October 19. Admis­
sion - 50 cents. 

Tickets can be secured from school children. 
THESE HAND BILLS WERE DISTRIBUTED BY SCHOOL CHILBREN. 
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SOUVENIR PROGRAMS, DESIGNED AND 
MADE BY THE WORKS PROGRESS ADMIN­
ISTRATION HANDICRAFT PROJECT,WERE 
PRESENTED TO FIRST NIGHTERS AT THE 
GRAND PREMIERE OF "MISHAKWUT", 
STAGED AT THE TOSA THEATER, MONDAY,| 
OCT. 18, 1936, AT 8:30 P.M. 



PROGRAM 

for 

THE PREMIERE 

of 

"MISHAKWUT" 

An educational picture filmed by 

USA* 
WORK 
P R O G R R m 

WPA 

THE WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION PROJECT 

sponsored by the 

WAUWATOSA BOARD OF EDUCATION 



On the Milwaukee River 
Grafton, Wisconsin 
July 19 to August 9. 

OK LOCATION 

Along the river bank birch-bark wigwams loaned 
by the Indians who had their village at the Lake Front 
Mid-Summer Festival gave "Mishakwut" a setting accurate 
in every detail. 

Ceremonial drums, pettery, birch baskets, hand 
woven mats, animal skins, bear-claw necklaces, med­
icine bags, stone axes, a cradle board, flint tipped 
arrows, quilled belts and buckskin accessories addod 
reality to the scenes. Props and costumes which could 
not be borrowed from private collections or purchased 
from the Indians on the Menomini reservation at Koshona. 
were painstakingly fashioned by hand in primitive stylo. 

The wardrobe, simple in line, was designed from 
museum exhibits and from authentic piecos purchased 
at Keshena and Niopet. Guided by drawings mado by 
Wauwatosa High School stagecraft artists, fourteen 
women of the W.P.A. Handicrafts Project No. 1170 ex­
ecuted the costumes. The beautiful geometric patterns 
applied to accessories wore hand-painted with surface 
markings simulating ancient quill work. 

The camp at the close of the day, when costumos 
and props were checked in, resembled a rare Indian 
museum containing practically every item known to 
curators of the primitive tlenomini. 



"MISHAKWUT" 

This educational film accurately portrays 
aboriginal Indian life in Wisconsin. Many an­
achronisms distort the common, present day con­
ception of our primitive red man. 

The Menomini, who lived in the territory 
now Wisconsin, was pastoral and peace loving. 
He was conservative in manner and dress. 
Little of the colorful drama usually associated 
with his life finds its source in actual fact, 

Mishakwut, a Menomini Indian hoy, is the 
film's titular character. We follow his life 
from babyhood until he is admitted into the 
medicine society. In the pictorial chroniole 
of his life we see a genuine reproduction of 
the customs and traditions of Wisconsin1s wood­
land Indian. The tribal naming and marriage 
rituals, the ceremonies of feasting and burial, 
as well as many others are shown. 

Through Mishakwut's dawning comprehension 
of the beauties of nature, we too learn many 
valuable lessons in natural history. As he com­
petes in tribal sports and games, we gain unique 
knowledge of the true way in which the prehis­
toric possessors of Tfisconsin's fertile lands 
lived. 



OAST OP CHARACTERS 

For the Educational Motion Picture 

"MISHAKWUT" 

Mishakwut -
The baby Baby Timmermann 
The lad of ten .. .Robert Oldonberg 
The boy of fifteen ".. .Eugene Tullbane 
The man. Milton Sommer 

Kiwakawa -
The young g i r l . . . . . . . . . M a r y Jane McCarthy 
The w o m a n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L o u i s e Lamason 

Kinesa - Uncle. Anthony Pasbrig 

Wanawat - Grandfather ..Robert DeAngelis 

Pakome - Grandmother Jane Grossman 

Niopet * Brother. .Raymond Keane 

Keshine - Brother. .Robert Keane 

Kincjse •• Mother . . . . . . . . . . . . J e a n Ewart 

Matchikineu - Chief. Arthur Couture 

Katish - Chief 's wife. Ruth Dowd 

faapayako •* Medicine Man Phi l l ip Grossman 

Shawano - Medicine Man. Y/arden Weber 



CAST OF CHARACTERS (oont) 

Shanot V i r g i n i a Sommer 
OotCBdn.., .••«.. —... Margaret Hartzke 
Oke'ma. E l i z a b e t h Jernegan 
Kanoni . . , L u c i l l e Klug 

Indian Men -
Jack Richards Edward Armstrong 
Raymond Belz Robert Konle 
Edward Streng Gerald Cohen 
Robert Heuel Neal Quinn 

Robert Scherr 

Indian Yfomen -
Beverly Beerend Gertrude Veit 
Janet Pienor Bornadine Diedrich 

Indian Boys -
Joseph Steiner Leonard Hayne 

Indian Children -
Allan Wheeler Alice Hyde 
Betty Mahler t Doris Klug 
Lorraine Keane Merlyn Isenring 
Shirley Ann Rydor Nancy Jernegan 

Ray Kiowet 

The name "Mishakwut" is not given to the 
Indian boy until his first fast has been com­
pleted and has proven successful. He is known 
as "Popakiji'se" (Little One) until that time. 
This name was used not only as a Thunderer gens 
name, but as a nickname applied to the youngest 
son in every family, regardless of gens. 
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PRODUCTION STAFF 

Teohnical Director .Norman G. Franz 

Wardrobe By .Alberta Johnson 

Costumes made by the Works Progress Administration 
Handicraft Project. 

Entire production under the supervision of 

Elliot W. Cooley 
iirecting Cinematographer 

STUDENT STAFF 

Script Clerks... Eunice Fish, Alice Dahnke 

Properties Paul Dernehl Lois Flanagan 

George Sceets James Kappelmann 

Make Up Bernice Wallack Dorothy Dahnke 

Costumes. Gertrude Veit Jean Tomlinson 
Stagecraft Design Committee -

Lorraine Beerend Beverly Beerend 
Dorothy Dietzel Meredythe Reid 
Carol Tadewald Gertrude Veit 
Vivian Kerr Natalie Sceets 
Lila Soeets Kathleen Post 

Roger Kemen 
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Student Film 
To Be Shown 
on October 19 

I Indian Life Picture Draws a Lot 
of Praise From Milwaukee 
Museum Officials 

Forty-four grade and high school 
youngsters will have a chance to see 
themselves on the silver screen at the 
Grand Premier of the film depicting 
the life of the Menomonee Indians 
which will be shown October 19 at 
the Tosa theater. 

The film, directed by Elliott W. | 
Cooley, was made during the sum­
mer, partly at a spot near Grafton 
and partly in Wauwatosa. Norman 
G. Franz was technical adviser, and 
Miss Alberta of the high school fac­
ulty, supervised costuming and advis­
ed as to authenticity. 

The film is a visual education pro­
ject. I t will be used in the schools I 
in connection with studies of Indian | 
life. 

School Authorities Expected 
At the premier, which will s tar t at 

8:30 p. m. visual education authori­
ties, school authorities and WPA 
authorities are expected to be pres­
ent. A student premier will be held 
at 6:30 p. m. on the same night. 

There will also be a lobby display 
of about fifty Indian relics used in 
the film. 

In letters to Cooley, Dr. S. A. Bar­
rett, director of the Milwaukee 
museum, and W. C. McKern, curator 
of anthropology, have endorsed the 
picture as the finest of its kind from 
every angle. They were shown a 
preview recently. 

"I have appreciated all along your 
tendency toward great care and ac­
curacy in this work, and so I was 
prepared to see a fairly accurate pro­
duct," Mr. McKern wrote. 

"However, the accuracy in ethno­
logical detail portrayed in this picture 
far exceeds my most optimistic 
hopes." 

"I have seen nothing for the wood­
land area portrayed in commercial 
films that shows anywhere near the 
cultural accuracy that characterizes 
your picture. 

Acting Is Praised H ^ ^ ^ 
"The acting is not only exception­

ally good for students, but is free 
from all those un-Indian traits which 
characterize most European attempts 
at portraying Indian characters." 

Dr. Barrett said: 
"I must confess that whatever I 

hear of a film of aboriginal life I ap­
proach it with very great skepticism 
because so many attempts have been 
made to portray various phases of 
aboriginal life which have been such 
complete and absolute failures that 
I am always inclined to think that 
this is just another of these. 

"However, after viewing your film, 
I must say that you have worked this 
out with great accuracy and with 
fiidelity to scientific truths, which is 
most unusual." 

"If all directors of motion pictures 
were as careful to depict the truth as 
you have been in this production our 
movies would not need to be censored, 
I am sure." 

WAUWATOSA NEWS - OCT. 8 , 1 9 3 6 | 
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I, IXLLtAH MJUtW, Superintendent of Sahoola 

<Hvea ewer f.S.X.9. 

July 10, t9M 

H4* »,«, 

fftQM* Harriet P. Clinton, fuparwiaor 
yoawn** and ̂ rofeaaional ^rojeat*. 
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Sast fa l l , too jmpili of the * M * f t i *Mh §oh«»i»t * m « M 

• sowing pletiar* of tht W«ao»in*o Indiana, A* thaw v»a4 t© 

Uw© l» tbt» part of *riteoa»tn Ion* %#f«ra tt»« firot *t»it© 

s*n #T©r aav thaw. 

•M flrot owwra vaa lnwant«S lon*r aftar a l itt l© ^a»4 of 

ploaoart «attlaft *a»*oto«a 101 jranr* a«o toi© ooiMor. AM 

th© aodowi counterpart, t*ilih i t t»« motion plotar* mm#rm$ 

b*& not o«os draaaad of. 

Wr. vtlllax 0«rlln«, 9uporlB««wUn« of Sflfcwolt of Vffvnatais,-

will toll yon bow a *o*iw Progra©© A<S»lnt»tr«*ifB pr©J©«% 

hmt aaia i t pootttilo for to!© saowtmj pia*«*e to *© takaa. 

Mr. narliaf. 

»a art ablo to &©k« a plotar© of th© a^orl^nal Mono* <no© 

Indian l i f o la vtaaoMla b©o«o«« *,P.A. ha* and© 1% paaatMa 

for a© to So a «raat Soal of raoaareh on tha ©uojaot a»fl 

Catfear togattiar rapt loot of tha tool* th© i'aaoainaa© m*At 

tb« d«*lll»ff« tbaf liwad in aw* th© gamaat© thaw wort. 

Will tht© ta Ilka MM MKtf volXyawod nistar©* 



m. iMHi 
t»a afraid our hop* ana gi r l* sould rot gat a 

authantie Ida* of Itenenlne* Indian l i fe frea Indian moving 

picture* wide la Bollywood. Hollywood la lnterea*ed prlnol-

paliy In the plotureaeu* and th r i l l ing an* often leae* eight 

of th* authentic. 

If you were to te l ler* the Hollywood nevtaa, you weald think 

a l l Indian* lived la triangular tepee*. A* a natter of fa«t 

no printtlve ^taeonain Indian* lived In tepee*. *!•»* Hea*»la*et 

lived la round hut* reaesihilng a hce-htve In ahap*. fheae 

none* ware aonatranted, not of gorgeously painted leather, 

hut of a network of twig* and pllahle hraaohe*, «©v*r*4 

with reed net*. I t will he thla type of hahltatlon yon will 

•ee In our educational f i l e . 

Our Indian village will take ahapa under the careful guidance 

ef ft* Barrett, director of the Milwaukee **•*• yn««m( and 

w, C. Hetiam, curator of anthropology, fh* •aeon*), you know, 

1* pro-esiaent a* an authority on the tuhjeet of Indian 

folk lore. 

it 

How are you going to oeetuna thl* picture? 

N 

That I* another Queatlon to which Hollywood ho* i t* own 

erroneous! aaawer*. fvery Hollywood picture ha* It* Indian 

chief* hedeoked in an elaborate feathered head place, which 

in real i ty 1* a war heanet. As *uoh i t wa» worn only on 



aar t la l ooeaeleat. Our MoajBaiaa©© war© ©a iaagiaatiT© 

paepla, paao«ful and ©rtiatic la aatura, an»©«a»lng la dr©««. 

l?©aaliy the brow© ear© only a pair ©̂  baok«kin legging©, 

a breeoh elaat and a ©ingle aafl© feather la hi© hair. 

On oaraaoaial eooaaloaa only did h© dr©«« aor© elaborately. 

For ©uefc ooeaaiona h# wore long friagod legging©, a gartor 

esbelli«h©d with i f©» oalorcd quill* b«law th© kaa©( aad 

perhaps a quilled b©lt» or a bandolier bag, a tehaaoo p#moh 

or a ©aria© of beauty kit© ia whleh te mr*y paint. **ia 

aaeklaoa, en oereaoalal ofjeaeiona, we© of bear olawa, ©nail 

•hell©, weapua or bright beada. Ore? faath«r© tipped with 

bright down war© earn ia hi© hair or topping a head dree© 

ealled a reob©. 

Sat nark tfaiaJ while an Indian might own a l l of than© 

aooeeoeriet, ha #aa moat paaetlllon© la hi t ta«t«. W© aaw«r 

awar-dre©*ed. Seldea did h© app«ar la aor© than tm of thee© 

aatiw© adorascata. 

it 

that about th© Indian mideaaV Are the Hollywood ©owls© 

•qually far-f©toh©d about the ooatajaea of tha©© duafcy 

prine©»iea? 

m. mmxm 
1«» afraid ao. for oareaaalala, tha Maaealne© Indian g i r l 

wore * buekakin gameat of olaaalo slapl la i ty , ©a*-pl©»« 

fringed ^u»t belo» the kaea. IMP work dreaa waa a 

wrap-arouad ©kirt tied ia the bask, stylet did not oh«ag# ttt>9 



to seaaoa. Hs# length of th* halt fringe, for 

instance, aaa Iwrariahljr tha aaae on all Wene«!n«»e eeatttwea,-

34 ineh#a long on tha man"« awS IS Inehea loaf on tha <*mm* a 

oeatnaea. 

Oar raaenrefc on eoatttaaa and aaoeatoriaa ima flan* hy pnplle 

of tha ^saeeteaa high eaheol under the enperrtaiaa of t laa 

Alh#rte Johneen, teaoh«r et Aaerioan ffiatery and «tag* *reft 

ia the Lnngfallew Jaaier fttgh fsheet, ^wwetaea. V I M Jahwaoa 

r la l ted tha MenoMinee laAiaa Heaerratian near «mi*iiwae and a»w, 

at f tret hand, «hat Indian antlanae there are left «p there. 

Sba talked with (trandae nutohean, eaall, withered, leather-

•klnnad Menominee aatrlareh. Wo nna knawa h«w old ftr*nd«a 

Dutchman la . Sat af*a*y©«* knewa that aha halde ia great 

reepeet tha Ideal* aafl rit*se of h«r aneeater*. 

*e, ia Wsnwatoaa* are attempting to hutld «p m Tndlan naaaam. 

Oar f i rat apeeisaante are Ihoae purohaaed fww 4raadiaa ^rahsiw. 

fhajr eoaalat of a pair of leafing*, eagis feathere, haeketa, 

reed aata and ua aaatant water *r»s whoa* taa-tea haat ©an he 

heard for fourteen aila*. Ustaaa will a l l ha uaed tn ear filar. 

*e will , howeyer, aaed aaay taera authentic aa«***ori*e, *» 

we have saliad xjj^a a aeeend *•*•*. prejeet far half, barker* 

en the Saadieraft protest, aponaorad hy the Milwaukee «tate 

faaohara' Sella*®, ara oopylag Orandna T)atOhaan*» ar t le le* 

and aaay sere whleh are the property of the miwatikee Pahlio 

Huaetw. Our etndant* h&r* laada «oatw»e plataa fro* l i tera ture 

on Indian lore, fheaa aketohee are in turn copied hy the 

taaaatraaaas en tha projact. 



We find that | inch piece* of spaghetti painted dark hlue and 

white aaka rwy at tractive and rea l i s t ic waxpun placaa, and 

that wire franea covered with hrown paper meh* nek* effective 

hear claw* for necklace*. Heche*, mtveetly won* on chawed 

heads, were originally nade of hack t a l l* and porcupine hair , 

fheee are hoing «i»alated hy »m« hair-frtage once donated to th* 

laadleraft project. 

» 

will your Indian novte .have a naae mi a plot? 

% i t i t l e l* *fh* 0reat «?y*terv*. *fa« *tory 1* of an Tndlan 

hey, Bakadah, and hi* hone, fhe *tr«t aeanea will he the 

Menoninee cerenoniea of chrlateaiag. fhe plot will contain 

hoth ronanee and *re»e. fhe picture will *how the ntierl-tinal 

Meaenine* Indiana la their usual hahits of l i f e . 

Scene *uh*equent to th* christening, will carry the Indian 

"hoy through hi* eorr*ct environaent, a* h« play* with hi* 

playnatea, help* hi* parents prepare the uaxial Indian steal, 

learn* how to »ak» hew* and arrewa, in fact, unti l ?r*ka«ah l« 

eld enough to a t ta in the Ideal of every Tndlan hoy,- Ini t iat ion 

into th* exclusive v*&iai** Society, which l* the reward #f 

great physical prowea*. 

I t will he flitted near Oraftan, on tha hank* nt the fllwauke* 

River. Mr. ««*•» *ay* that th is spot with i t* virgin tlwher 

and *parkling waterfall i s appropriate to cur purpose. St will 

refloat accurately the ©awirootteat of a typical ahertgiae 

granettlaec vil lage. 



^auwatoaa high aehool *tudaat* will play the par ts . *h*y will 

he nade w with great care and rehears** in their role* during 

th* coning week*. Flitting *1I1 atari at draftee July SO. 

After the outdoor coca*** have a l l heea taken, the final* will 

he f lined in a Maaoniaee interior which t* now heing hnll t in 

I* your t.P.A. project a project for ttaking *ovi#»? 

Ml. OASLIIfOl 

Our project call* for visual aids to Instruction. **• educator* 

know that th* heat way to teach hoys and g i r l* l* to *dr*w a 

picture for then". Sradually heglnnln# with the crude work 

of twenty year* ago with lantern slides, the Idea of movie* a* 

a definite, a!no*t ineoapfrrahle, inetructiwe aid, ha* evolved. 

at the present U s a i t 1* mmmn kaewled*?*, outelde a* wall 

as within th® profession that this typo of presentation has 

reasarkahle results hath hecause ef the fac i l i ty with *fcl*h th* 

iaforaatien i* ahsorhed and the ease with which I t la retain**. 

fhe Indian film will he a history lesson en aherlirlnal Indian 

l i f e ic flseettale. 

fa have already released several educational aevlee which haw* 

proved to tea highly successful. 

ffa have, for instance, a complete visual record of a l l currieular 



an t tv i t l s s of th* I*agfallow Junior Hl#i School. *hl* film 

depicts olaasroea procedure. I t was shown recently at the 

Tlsnal Inst i tute held at the Bureau of Vlauel lusiraeiien of 

the University of »iscensin, a t Sadiaer., whare i t was w#rv 

enthusiastically aeclaiswd. 

Sixth grad* ehlldres w*r* used a* the actor* for another film 

which shows Is dstall the construction of uuppets aaS give* 

comptet* direction* for presenting a puppet show. 



M I L W A U K E E P U B L I C M U S E U M 
MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 

S. A. BARRETT, DIRECTOR 

C-O-P-Y 

Department of Anthropology, 
U. C. McKern, Curator. 

October 2, 1936 

Mr. E. G. Cooley, 
6926 Aetna Court, 
Wauwatosa, Yaisconsin. 

My Dear Mr. Cooley: 

Permit me again to express my thanks for the 
opportunity to sit in at a preview of the educational movie 
films produced as a visual education project of the Works 
Progress Administration, sponsored by the Wauwatosa Board of 
Education. I enjoyed the picture very much, and it occurred to me 
that you might be interested in my critical reaction to the accuracy 
of the ethnological matter represented therein. 

I have appreciated all along your tendency toward great 
care and accuracy in this work, and so I was prepared to see a fairly 
accurate product. However, the accuracy In ethnological details 
portrayed In this picture far exceeds my most optimistic hopes. In 
fact the criticisms that I would make are altogether trivial in 
character in consideration of the purpose involved in the making of 
the film. They are not worth mentioning In this letter. I have seen 
nothing for the Woodland area portrayed in commercial films that 
shows anywhere near the cultural accuracy that characterizes your 
picture. 

Two other matters impress me. The acting is not only 
exceptionally good for students, but is free from all those un-Indian 
traits which characterizes most European attempts at portraying Indian 
characters. In the second place, I am utterly astonished at the 
excellence of your film in consideration of the altogether trivial 
expense involved. I should have gambled that it could not be done. 

Permit me to most heartily congratulate you and all 
others who participated in the production of this film. You have 
done an excellent job and deserve no end of credit. 

W. C. McKern. 

Curator of Anthropology, 



MILWAUKEE PUBLIC MUSEUM 
MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN 

S. A. BARRETT, DIRECTOR 

Office of the Director 
October 
Fifth 
1936 

Mr. E. W. Cooley 
Jefferson School 
6926 Aetna Court 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 

My dear Mr. Cooley: 

I want to thank you for your kindness in allowing 
rae to have a little preview of your Indian film which you 
made this past summer. 

May I say that I was very agreeably surprised 
with the results you obtained. I must confess that whenever 
I hear of a film of aboriginal life, I approach it with very 
great scepticism because so many attempts have been made to 
portray various phases of aboriginal life which have been 
such complete and absolute failures that I am always inclined 
to think that this is just another of these. 

However, after viewing your film, I must say that 
you have worked this out with great accuracy and with fidelity 
to scientific truths, which is most unusual. 

The personnel of your cast was, as I understand, 
drawn from your own school classes, and contained no professional 
actors or actresses. The results you obtained with these young 
people are really remarkable. 

If all directors of motion pictures were as careful 
to depict the truth as you have in this production, our movies 
would not need to be censored, I am sure. 

Again congratulating you upon this production, I 
remain 

Very t^u lv vpurs, 

S. A. Bar re t t , Director 



C O P T 

NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC PRESS ASSOCIATION 

1? Pillshury Hall, University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

October 14, 1936 

Adviser 
Student Newspaper 
Wauwatosa High School 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 

Dear Sir: 

In a recent issue of the MILWAUKEE JOUHHAL, I noticed 
a photograph taken "on location" near Cedarhurg, and 
which showed work being done on the film which was 
made by your students some short time ago. 

I would appreciate your sending us a photograph on 
this subject for use in the Scholastic Roto-Revlew, 
the rotogravure section that is distributed each month 
with some 200 high school newspapers. As you know, we 
pay the regular rate of $3.00 for all photos accepted 
for publication. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Roto-Review for your in­
spection. 

FN:EA 

Enc. 

Cordially yours, 

(Signed) FREDERICK J. HOER 

Frederick J. Noer 
Editor 

NOTE: This letter refers to the colored roto picture 
which appeared in the Milwaukee Journal September 
13th and which is used as the end papers of this 
book. 
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HAHHIIT P. CLIlfOH, Supervisor 
»'s and Professional 'Hv., v.p.A. 

WILLIAM DAHLISO, Superintendent 
School* of Wauwato** 

Speaking ov*r W.I.S.W, 
4 J 0 0 P.f». 
Oct. 19. 1938. 

iARRIff P. CUHfOH, Superwl*or 
Women*s and Professional division 
Works Progress Adwinistratien 



tmamwrnt 
Th* peraonal appearance of an entire movie cast! 

Spot lights flooding the theater entrance as the stars 

arriwel Socialites and prominent educator* introduced as 

th*y *t*p from th*ir ears'. 

Boo* thl* *ouni lik* a mowie premiere at fid 

araanan* s Shines* Theatre in Hollywood? It is a movie 

premiere, all right, hut it is going to take place right 

here in Wauwatosa tonight. 

All the thrilling teehnieue of the ftlm eapitol 

will he uaed to make you feel as though you are in Hollywood. 

for a week now, aanaers hawe stretched across Worth 

AYenue in front of th* ?e*a Theater. The** hammer* aaneunea 

th* fir*t showing on any screen of "Vlahakwutt "he Story 

of an Indian ley*. And, heliev* it or not, thi* ptetur* w*« 

wad* within thirty mile* of Milwauka*. 

feu haven' t read of any Hoilywood star* being 

imported into Wisconsin? Ah . . . the** iitere live right 

here in 0r eater Milwaukee, fhey are the sons and daa#»ier* 

of proataent w»u«sto*a families. And they hove made a 

picture which is unique of its kind. 

Most Hollywood Indian pictures are Just - - -

well - - - Indian pictures, fney are a hedge podge of sany 

tribal customs and iress, hut th* aocumt* reflection of none. 



this i* the fir*t really authentic picture of a specific 

Indian tribe which has sver been filmed. It ha* been made 

as a Works Progress Administration project for ai3* to visual 

education, fhe Wauwatosa Board of Education is th* sponsor 

of the project. 

In the studio with me are Mrs. Harriet Tlinton and 

Mr. William Barling to tell you mere about "Wisbakwut*. ¥r*. 

Clinton is the supervisor of the Women's and Professional 

projects which include the Waaw»to*a project. **r. Darling 1* 

th* superintendent of schools in «su*nte*a. 

Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Darling. 

MR. BAStlWO! 

I certainly do feel, Wr*. Clinton, that you and I 

can enjoy a few moments of mutual congratulation. 'Zhma. I 

eaw the movie, tt»i*hakwut*, th* other night at i t* pre-wiaw 

for you and our school hoard mashers, I wa* most impressed. 

I t is indeed a profeeaioaal accomplishment,- acting, photo­

graphy and technical supervision are handled splendidly. 

Despit* a l l of th* research work I had been hearing atout, 

I hadn't dreamed that such a scientific work would h* th* 

resul t . 



MRS. CLIMTOSJ 

fhi* film. "Mlahakwat", Is a pte* of w.P.A. work 

Of which I am vary proud. It is part of a very fin* project 

sponsored by Mr. Darling. Wo feel that 9.9Jk. has heen in­

strumental la starting a collection of authentic Indian film* 

which will he a distinct addition to ataeation. And, if I 

am not mistaken, educator* are ehowing their interest. 

MS. DABLIfOi 

I have seen surprised a t th* keen in te res t with 

which may nat ional ly known figure* in th* f ie ld of visual 

education have followed the work being done on t h i * ncvie . 

Dr. Sdgar Dais, head of the department of educational r e ­

search of Ohio State University, and Mr. S. "f. Hansen, chief 

of the v isua l ins t ruc t ion hureaa of the University of 

Wineoaatn Extension Division, have hoth kept close tab on 

th* production of "Wiahakwut*'. They plan to attend our 

premiere tonight . We have alti invited a l l the *up#rlni*ttd#at* 

of schools in Milwaukee County and memhere of the school hoard 

of the City of Milwaukee. 

MIS. CLIHTOf 5 

W.P.A., too, wi l l he well represented. Major Woyer, 

d i e t r i c t d i rec tor , w i l l he there . Vr. M. v . forkelson, the 

s t a t e administrator, and Mrs. Terkelsea are coming from waaison 

to a t tend. Mrs. t e the r Haa*, s t a t e d i rec tor of women's and 



professional projects, will also attend. 

But we must net forget the hundred* of men and women whose 

interest in this film is as great as that of either th* 

Wauwatosa *eheol hoard of W.P.A. I refer to tha mothere and 

fetbere ana friends of the many Wauwatosa high school *tu**nt* 

who are taking part la "Mishakwut*. 

MS. BARLISg* 

Almost a* laterevted aa th* actor* and actresses 

themselv** is the rest of the student body. And for them we 

are having a special student pre-vlew at the To*a theater at 

6*30 tonight, Th©** who attend this student chew<ng will 

haar the orchestral recordings especially arranged a* a 

musical accompaniment to the picture. And they will see the 

elaborate lobby display which has been arranged by Mi** 

Alberta Johnson, our stage craft and costume design teacher. 

This exhibit will include designs sketched by her etudeat* 

for all th* costumes. It will also include properties 

which the hoard of education purchased for the film at 

the Menominee Indian Seservatlon, uo near Shawano, last 

summer. The** preperti**, by the way, form th* nucleus for 

an Indian museum which we are ambitious to build un by our 

school. Will yen explain how the costume* were maefe on 

your Handicraft Project, Mrs. Clinton* 



MRS. CLIWTOW: 

Tea. from the designs furnished by Mi as 

and discovered a t the public museum and through other source*, 

th* Handicraft Project mad* th* wardrob* for »wi«hakwut*. 

During th* past year t h i s project has turned out eevaml 

hundred costumes for public schools. The schools bring in 

t h e i r mater ial* and wt make the costumes which then become 

the permanent property of the schools. 

In t h i s way. ••ffUL has made I t possible for aaay t ax 

supported in s t i t u t ions to build up permanent dramatic ward­

robe*. 3y mean* of theee •ehool wardrobe* many families 011 

r e l i e f have been able to take par t in school dramatic a c t i ­

v i t i e s , when th* coatum* co*t o* euCh par t ic ipa t ion might 

well have dieharred 

Ml. SAHLmt 

Th* l igh t ing effect* for ton igh t ' s premiere were 

also taken care of by you people, I believe? 

MRS. CLIWOWi 

fas. Plo-vd lights will he placed so that the 

eatrane* to the Tosa Theater will he brilliantly illumined, 

These flood lights are being leaned by th* Milwaukee County 

Park Commission recreation project, 9H must hawe plenty of 

light, you know, so that all of the celebrities will he readily 



recognised by the radio announcer wh© wil l introduce them 

a* th*y ar r lv* . 

MR. SAUIS&: 

taflid*. Phil Grossman, oae of cur alumni, mill 

introduce each of the star* - - - in real life *e»wat©sa 

high school students. After the** personal appearances. 

Dr. Barrett, of the public naseuw, will vouch for the 

authenticity of the production. Museum officials have 

bees very g*aerous with their time la cheeking the film 

for scientific accuracy. W« are mo*t grateful to all who 

have helped to make possible this notable contribution to 

visual education. 



MR. A. W. OUBGEH 
Principal, 
J«ff*r*on School, Wauwatosa 

Sp*aking over W.I.S.W. 
3:0^ P.v. 
Oct. 16, 1938. 

From: 

RARRIS* P. CLIMTOI, Supervisor 
Women's and Professional Div. 



AIBOUMCSH: 

Plans for the grand premiere showing of "Mishakenf, an 

educational Indian motion picture, made by Wauwatosans, have ex­

cited great Intereat. The film was produced by the Works Progr**« 

Administration project for visual education, ^his project 1* 

sponsored by th* Wauwatosa Board of Ideation. 

Wext Monday night the film will be shown for the first 

time at th* Tosa Theater In Wauwatoea. All of the accoutrement* 

of a professional first night have bean planned a* these ̂ auwatosa 

high school students make their debut as cinema star*. 

Mr, A. W. Krueger, principal of the Jefferson School in 

Wauwatosa, has keen very closely connected with the production of 

this W.P.A. film. As he Is also an enthusiastic exponent of visual 

education w* have asked him to discuss this educational field in 

general and the plans for the premiere of Wauwatoea'* own mnvl* in 

particular. Mr. Krueger. 

MR. KRUS3SR: 

The almost daily i«roJ*ction of the movie into our home* 

and our l ive* has created the impression that visual education 

i s nothing more than the uss of movie films. While films dn 

predominate, they do not embrace the whole f i e ld . 

Visual education i s not a new idea. It i s as old as 

time. We are reaeoaably certain that picture lmgna^9 was the 

forerunner of our modern alphabet. Tl*ual education i* merely 



the conveyance of impressions from en* to another through th* 

m*dtum of sight. Let me •numerate the outstanding pha*** of 

visual education. 

Beginning with the school child we have class room 

experiences and blackboard illustration*: observation of various 

thlags on the school Journey; plays and pageants depleting many 

aoenes, including particularly pantomime: models, specimens. 

Charts and diagrams: maps and glebe*, prints and photogranhs: 

the stereograph, lantern slides, the opaque lantern through 

which is shown pictures on every conceivable educational sublee*. 

More recently we come to the still film, the film slide, and, 

finally, the motion picture. 

Each and every one of these instruction aids has its 

place la educational development. I could not recommend on« 

type of visual ssnsory aid above another except in specific eases 

where one would serve sore effectively than another. To illustrate: 

One would not uss a moving picture to study still lifs. 

Experience shows that each of thess devices properly 

used by trained instructors makes it possible to teach theohlld 

more in a given time; to teach him more thoroughly and to aid 

him in the permanent assimilation of the material presented. 

Children having the advantages of visual education are as much 

as 40^ above the standard of those who do not have such an 

opportunity. Visual education is not at all confined to the 
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work don* in schools. The industrial world make* constant us* 

of i t . Captains of industry have repeatedly found that the motion 

picture, the s l ide , the photograph and the chart are highly 

important In i l lustrat ing manufacturing processes, fhe motion 

picture affects the daily l i f e of individuals with a force sur-

passsd only by the combined influence of the press and radio. 

Ia ths Journal of the American Association of University 

Women this statement recently appeared: *laeb week *evehty-sev«n 

million people in the Hatted States attend motion picture theaters. 

A vshie le that reaehee two-thirds of the American people f i f ty -

two times a year must play a v i ta l rols in shaping the thinking 

of c i t iaeas as well as the social customs of the nation. More­

over, the visual approach plus th* dramatic presentation of the 

motion picture film makes the movie important a* a melder of 

attitude*.* 

*We, who are working entirely in the education and 

training of th* youth of th* nation — our future cit izens ~ 

feel our responsibi l i ty to them and seek to prepare them for the 

probhras of lat*r l i f* . 

To that ead states have e*tabltsh«d visual education 

department*. Bur*aua provide loan «*rvie** to school* «hieh can­

not afford fi lms. 

Wa in Wauwatosa have included aids to visual education 

in our W.P.A. school project. « i th the aid of W.P.A. we have 

been able to produce s ix educational movies. I wil l t e l l you 

about three of them. 



A cocoon was brought In by the children l a s t f a l l . 

Early l a s t spring t h i s cocoon produced a beautiful cecropia moth. 

This exci t ing phenomenon in soology became the subject o ' our 

f i r s t W.p.A. film. An Increased in te res t i a nature study was 

immediately apparent. 

Puppet making, with a puppet show as the f ina le , made 

another splendid p i c tu r e . I t proved an excellent means of in­

c i t i n g in teres t and bringing out the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of children 

whose t imid i ty heretofore had over-shadowed the i r in te res t In 

the subject . 

And now to our Indian film! I t i s a feature length 

motion p ic tu re , made with the showmanship which belongs to ^o i ly -

wood. But th* *p«ctaeular point* of th i s film you will see when 

you a t tent i t s premiere at the toaa Theater ne-rt Monday night . 

Aad, by the way, I understand that th i s event t s drawing 

a la rge number of prominent persons. Mrs. T»a Mellet te , wife « # 

Wisconsin's governor, i s coming from Madison, as are s t a t e W.P.A. 

Administrator M. w. Terkelsoa and Mrs. Torkelson, also Mr*. 

Esther Haas, Director of the Women's and Professional Division, 

educators from the univ*r*l t ie* of Wisemsln and Ohio are coming. 

I t i s t h e i r reasons for in teres t which I want to emphasise. 

Visual *duoatlon ha* long paased the experimental *iag* 

and has proved an invaluable asset in education of youth. I 

quote a l i n e from Dr. Rohan's address before the National 

Educational meeting: 
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•I predict that the aext ten years will witness «ne nf 

the greatest contributions ia the development of visual instruc­

tion that has bsea made in the history of our country." 

We in Wauwatosa feel that W.P.A. has made it possible 

for us to make such a contribution. 



Youngsters WillrMake 
Movie Depicting Life 
of Menomonee Indiansl 

Fifty-Nine Will Go to 
"Little Hollywood" 
Near Grafton 

Fifty-nine Wauwatosa grade and I 
high school pupils will soon do some­
thing that every child has dreamed I 
about at some time or other—make a | 
moving picture. 

On July 20 they will go to a spot I 
I near Grafton, Wis., about 22 miles 
away from here and work on a pic­
ture depicting the life and customs 
of the primitive Menomonee Indians, j 
the largest of the Wisconsin tribes. 
Their "Little Hollywood" will break | 

| camp about July 31. 
The moving picture is an educa- j 

j tional and non-commercial project l 
backed by the board of education, 
•which is supplying the necessary ma­
terials, and the W. P. A., which is j 
supplying the labor. I t was under­
taken because of the prominence of I 
Indian lore in the high school instruc­
tion. The film, to be shown next fall 
after the new term opens is intended | 
to aid the instruction in Indian cul-

I ture in the high school. 
Elliot Cooley photographs 

Elliot W. Cooley will do the photo- | 
graphing, and Norman G. Franz will | 
be the technical director. Miss Al­
berta Johnson of the high school | 
faculty, is authenticating and super­
vising the custom design. 

All departments of the Milwaukee | 
museum are giving their help. Dr. 
Barrett, museum director, and W. O. 
McKern, are checking the entire pro- I 
ject to guard against anachronisms | 
and other inaccuracies. 

The picture will depict the life ofl 
a Menomonee Indian from babyhood I 
through childhood, m a t u r i t y and old I 
age. I t will show primitive Indian! 
modes of life, dress, ceremonies and] 
habits. 

WAUWATOSA NEWS - JULY 6, 19361 

Mohican Papoose, Too 
Four or five young people will play I 

the part of the central figure. The 
baby, however, will be played by a | 
full-blooded Mohican papoose. Medi­
cine men, a grandmother, children, I 

[ and other braves are also included in | 
the cast. 

More persons are needed, however, I 
I Oooley said. He especially wants 
! boys of high school age and boys and 
I girls of junior high school age. They 
must have dark brown or black eyes, 
and dark hair if possible. Dark skin | 
is also an asset. 

Cooley asks those interested to re-1 
I port to Room 207 a t the senior high 
j school Monday and Tuesday from 111 
a. m to 12 noon and from 1 to 2 p. 

i m. 
In addition to the cast, about thirty I 

I others are designing costumes and 
doing other work in connection with 
the production. The W. P. A. has 
furnished fourteen seamstresses for 
costumes; two recreational directors 

j to take care of the younger children | 
I a t the camp, and two cooks. 

Costumes to Be Simple 
The costumes, according to Miss I 

I Johnson, will have the simple designs 
of the Menomonee aboriginees. The 

I every day costumes will be buckskin. 
Fancy belts, trimmings, etc. will be 
added to costumes for ceremonial | 
purposes. 

A motley collection of supplies has I 
been purchased: buckskins, leather 
straps, lintels, lima beans, and spa­
ghetti. Why the Latin food? To 
make a wampum belt, Miss Johnson | 
explained. 

The W. P. A. woodworking depart­
ment is carving out a supply of I 
claws, horns, bear teeth and wolf | 
fangs. 

However, a number of things are I 
still needed, and if some kind citizen | 
wants to donate them, the school ad­
ministration will be grateful. Among I 
the needed articles are eagle and 
hawk feathers, horse hair, squirrel | 
tails, snake skins (rattlers preferred) 
porcupine hair and deer hair. 



INDIANS' LIFE 
IS RECORDED IN 
PUPILS' MOVIE3 

Authentic Picture ofl 
Menominee Habits 

Is Garnered. 

"On location" out near Grafton I 
a re a half hundred Wauwatosa) 
school children, recording and mak­
ing history without half, the excite-1 
ment expended on a good report | 
card or a trick dance step. 

Their motion picture, being I 
filmed on the banks of the Milwau-1 
kee river, pieces together for the I 
first time on celluloid the customs I 
of an almost extinct culture, tha t I 
of the Menominee Indians. W h a t ) 
is more, they are setting precedent: f 
As far as is known, it is the only] 
school-produced and -acted movie | 
«ver to be attempted in this country.'! 

Not tha t these amateurs , f rom) 
tha bona fide Mohican baby on up | 
to the adults, are impressed wi th ) 
the imposing "firsts" they have a ) 
hand in establishing. It 's all in a ) 
day's vacation. There is not a boy l 
bothered about whether h e has a | 
Gary Cooper profile. Nor a sweet I 
young thing intent on giving J o a n | 
Crawford a run for her money. 

P ICTURE IS AUTHENTIC. 

But where to get blrchbark strips I 
for the bee-hive wigwams when) 
there is a law.against str ipping t h e ] 
trees, or whether soap is a bat ter | 
material than wood for imitat ion) 
claws—now there are a couple of) 
problems to perk up young inter­
ests. 

Not how they do it in Hollywood, I 
bu t how they did it centuries ago | 
in.pre-white man Wisconsin is wha t 
these juvenile actors and technical I 
assistants want to know. Like their | 
bosses—Elliot W. Cooley, 137 N. 
Eighty-seventh street; Norman G. 
Franz, erstwhile RKO sound man, I 
and Miss Alberta Johnson, 2435 W. | 
Wisconsin avenue—they a re deter­
mined this will be one picture tha t | 
is authentic. 

$113 F O B COSTUMES. 

And tha t with a costume expen­
diture for the entire cast of 60 
tha t would not begin to see Norma 
Shearer through her first scene— 
$113.37. 

The whole idea was Mr. Cooley's. 
A firm believer in visual educa­
tion, a photographer of no mean 
at ta inments and a man who had 
discovered the error of his ideas 
about the Menomini, he "sold" the 
Wauwatosa board of education on 
the proposition of making a film 
tha t would correct popular miscon­
ceptions of t he culture of Wiscon­
sin's largest Indian tribe, and of 
showing this film as pa r t of the 
school curriculum. 

WPA officials were impressed. 
Women working under the W P A 
Handicrafts project, ; supervised by 
the Milwaukee State Teachers col­
lege, a t 793 N. Jackson street, 
turned out most of the "wardrobe" 
from designs furnished by Miss 
Johnson and eight of her high 
school stagecraft students. 

NO GAY BLANKETS. 

There is not a highly feathered | 
war bonnet in the lot, nor a gay 
blanket. And for a very good rea­
son: the primitive Menomini did | 
not have them. 

Messrs. Cooley and Franz and I 
Miss Johnson spent long hours 
combing the available l i terature on 
the tribe, worming information out 
of the handful of old t imers on the 
Shawano county reservation who 
still cling to vestiges of the old I 
culture, and then checking every-) 
thing with Dr. Samuel Barre t t and | 
W. C. McKern, public museum au­
thorities on the American Indian. 

So—the hero, Mishakwat (Cov-I 
ered-by-Clouds) and the other 
braves, play lacrosse, but not as a | 
game. Originally it was a medi­
cine dance. They will carry beau- | 
ty kits. How the squaws looked | 
seemed to be a mat te r of little con­
cern. But their husbands toted | 
combs of bone, encased in deer ant­
ler cases, together with comb-clean­
ers of porcupine quills. 

TASKS ABE DIFFICULT. 

Jason searching for the Golden 
Fleece had a snap compared to the 
job of Miss Johnson and Mr. Franz, 
property man. The few Menomini 
who have eagle feathers prize them 
above high heeled slippers, and 
waumpum is scarcer than gold in 
circulation. 

Two of the few old authentic 
things they have been able to round 
u p were bought from" ancient 
"Grandma" Dutchman on the res­
ervation: a ceremonial roache (cere­
monial head gear) and a water 
drum, 

For a good share of the rest, they 
have allowed themselves pictorial 
license. Spaghetti, s t rung and 
painted, looks like bone waumpum. 
Experimentation has resulted in a 
painting technique which simulates 
the ancient quill work—porcupine 
quills inlaid yin buckskin. Flannel 
photographs like buckskin. An old 
fur coat was cut up to make the 
money bags patterned after the 
authentic mink ones le,nt by Ed­
ward C. Honey, 322 W, Michigan 
street, of the United States bureau 
of entomology. 

CHTLDBEN BBAID BELTS. 

Carted out by bus when they 
are needed for scenes, members of 
the cast turn a hand to whittling 
out la crosse sticks, braiding belts, 
stringing painted beans on string 
for beads, and what not. 

Cast as Mishakwat in the vari­
ous stages of his development are 
Bobert Oldenberg, Eugene Tull-
bane and Milton Sommers. Mishak­
wat'* dark-eyed wife is pretty 
Louise Lamason. The chief is Ar­
thu r Couture; the uncle, Anthony 
Pasbrig; the grandfather, Robert 
De Angelis, and the grandmother, 
Jane Grossman. Philip Grossman 

LOUISE LAMASON 

and Warden Weber are cast a s | 
medicine men. 

Operating from the costume ten t l 
under the watchful eye of Miss I 
Johnson are Gertrude Veit, Vernice) 
Gillmeister and Lorraine Beerend. 
Dorothy Dahnke and Bernice Wal-
lack preside over the makeup boxes. 
Jean Tomlinson is custodian of | 
wigs. 

BECBEATION F O B CHILDBEN. 

In the property tent next door I 
are Paul Dernehl, George Sceets 
and J im Kappelmann. Busy in the 
lean-to office adjoining the sleep­
ing quarters of Mr. Cooley and Mr. 
F ranz are the script girls, Eunice 
Fish and Beverly Beerend. 

It was Beverly and her sister, I 
Lorraine, who did most of the de - | 
signing, along with Dorothy Dietzel, 
Lila and Natalie Sceets, Meredythe 
Reid, Vivian Kerr and Robert 
Kemen. 

Bu t all activity is cut short by the 
noon dinner bell when Mrs. Ida) 
Oakes and Miss Augusta Kiel, 
cooks, come into their own. And j 
Mrs. Violet Janeck, recreation di­
rector, has a free hand at swim­
ming time in the deep hole above 
the dam. 
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flovie Making Is Big Job Looking Over Script on Indian Life 

ELLIOT W. COOLEY. 

ANTHONY PASBBICt 

M Turning out a movie that is sharpshooter proof is a big 
.(Sentinel Pnotos.) job, and a satisfying one, 50 Wauwatosa school students are 

discovering. Enlisted by Mr. Cooley, 137 N. Eighty-seventh 
stree"t, the co-author and director of the film about the Me­
nomonee Indians, they are acting and assisting in the several 
technical departments. At the upper left, Anthony Pasbrig, 
7010 W. Wells street, personifies Keshine (Swift Flying), 
uncle of the hero, Mishakwat. With the addition of a wig of 
long black braids, the school girl, Miss Lamason, 1844 N. Six­
ty-ninth street, becomes Kiwakawa (Wandering in Clouds), 
wife of the hero, lower left. As the filming progresses, changes 
are necessary in the script, i Mr. Cooley was just designating 
one to Miss Fish when the "still" photographer came upon them. 



IN INDIAN LIFE PLAY 

Louise Lamason, 7720 West North avenue, Wauwatosa, who will 
be the star of Wauwatosa moving picture of primitive Indian life 
among the Menominees, a production of the WPA visual education f 
project. [TRIBUNE Photo.] 

[CHICAGO SUNDAY TRIBUNE: OCTOBER 11. 1936.1 



YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 

TO ATTEND THE 

OF WAUWATOSA'S OWN MOTION PICTURE 

"misbakwut" 
(THE STORY OF A MENOMINI INDIAN) 

AT THE 

EIGHT-THIRTY O'CLOCK P. M. 





I City Awaits Its 
Indian Movie 

'Mishakwut' to Be Shown at 
Tosa Theater Monday Night, 
For Adults and Pupils 

Last minute arrangements are be­
ing made at the Tosa Theater, N. 
Sixty-ninth street and W. North ave­
nue, for the showing of Mishakwut, 
the high school movie portraying 
authentically the life, history and 
customs of the Menomini Indian tribe 
Monday. 

The picture is presented in con­
junction with WPA (Works Pro­
gress Administration), who turned 
out the costumes, which are really 
authentic, according to critics. 

Acording to Miss Alberta Johnson, 
teacher of American history and 
stagecraft, at the Wauwatosa schools 
current films are very much amiss in 
authentic Indian garbing, producers 
and directors dressing their perform­
ers to please the popular conception 
of how an Indian should be dressed, 
rather than historically correct por­
trayals. W. C. McKern, curator of 
anthropology, at the museum, acted 
as advisor of the native costumes. 

WPA women workers, under the 
handicraft project, sponsored by the 
Milwaukee State Teachers college, 
at 793 N. Jackson street, turned out 
the wardrobes, from designs fur­
nished by Miss Johnson and her staff 
of eight high school stagecraft pupils. 

Almost Extinct Culture 
This motion picture, filmed on the j 

I banks of the Milwaukee river, near 
Grafton, depicts for the first time in | 
celluoid the customs of an almost ex­
tinct culture, that of the Menomini I 
Indians. The cast is composed of 
Wauwatosa High school students. As | 
far as known it is the first school-
produced and acted movie to be | 
shown in this country. At Grafton, 
the locale of the film, tents were put j 
up from July 6 to 18 for student ac-

I tors and workers. 
With the entire costume expendi-

I ture but $113.37 these juvenile actors j 
and technicians were determined this | 
was to be one picture that was auth­
entic. They sought to portray Indian ] 
life,—not how it is lived in Holly-

I wood, but as it was centuries ago. 
The whole idea for the scrip be-

| longs to Elliot W. Cooley. I t was he I 
who sold the Wauwatosa board of 
education on the production of a film | 
that would help to correct miscon-

I ceptions of the life and culture of I 
Wisconsin's largest Indian tribe, and 

I of showing the film as part of the j 
Miss Johnson and Cooley and Nor-

I man G. Franz, former RKO sound I 
man, also engaged on the film, spent | 
long hours combing all available lit­
erature on the tribe, conferring with I 
the few remaining old timers of the | 
tribe out on the Shawano county res­
ervation, and checking everything I 
with Dr. Samuel Barrett and W. C. 
McKern, public museum authorities | 
on the American Indian. 

Herefls the Cast 
Robert Oldenberg, Eugene Tullbane 

I and Milton Sommers are cast as the 
hero, Mishakwut, (covered-by-clouds) 
in the various stages of his develop-

I ment. Louise Lamason is Kiwahawa, j 
(wandering-in-clouds), Mishakwut's 

j pretty dark-eyed wife. The chief of | 
the tribe is Arthur Couture; the un­
cle, Keshine, (swift-flying), Anthony I 
Pasbrig; the grandfather, Robert De 
Angelis, and the grandmother, Jane 
Grossman, Phillip Grossman and 
Warden Weber are cast as medicine j 

I men. 
Costuming is under the direction of I 

I Miss Johnson, assisted by Gertrude I 
Veit, Vernice Gillmeister, and Lor- j 
raine Beerend. Dorothy Dahnke is j 
in charge of make-up, while Joan | 

I Tbmlinson is custodian of wigs. 
Property men are Paul Dernehl, 

[ George Sceets and Jim Kappelmann. I 
Scrip girls are Eunice Fish and Bev-

| erly Beerend. 
Beverly Beerend and her sister, j 

| Lorraine did most of the designing 
of the costumes, along with Dorothy 
Dietzel, Lila and Natalie Sceets, Mer-
edythe Reid, Vivian Kerr and Robert 
Kernen. 

SEE THE MOVIE PREMIER 

We urge all who can to see the premier of 
I the Wauwatosa's home-spun movie, "Mishakwut" 
I which is showing at the Tosa Monday night. 

The forty-four odd young folks who will ap­
pear in it, plus their parents, neighbors and I 

I friends need no urging. They'll be there, all 
j right. But other folks who want to get an early 
glance at one of the most up-to-date developments | 

I of education, owe it to themselves to see it. 

The showing of this film marks a high-point 
in Wauwatosa's educational pioneering. As the 
film is to be used in classwork to demonstrate | 
how the Menomini Indian tribe lived, it will pro­
bably be shown for some years hence. 

When authorities like Dr. Barrett and Mr. 
I McKern of the Milwaukee museum mete out such 
praise as "the finest of its kind" we can be sure 
that it is no second-rate job. The film and the 
work the young folks and the directors have done 

| on it deserves the city's applause. 

5ASTOSANE^^^CT^^^^36] 



WPA Film of| 
Indian Life 
Opens Oct. 191 

Sponsored by the Wauwatosa I 
| board of education and produced 
entirely by the works progress ad-

I ministration project, "Mishakwut," 
I edr.caUoiial film, based on the life] 
I of a primitive Indian boy, will have 
I its premiere at • the Tosa theater 
| in Wauwatosa at 8:30 p. m., Oct. 19. 

Depicting the ceremonies, feats 
land burial rites of Wisconsin's 
I Menominee tribes, the picture was 
I filmed against the scenic back-1 
I ground of the Wisconsin Dells. 

Elliot Cooley and Norman Franz, 
I works progress administration art-
lists who have four other successful 
I educational films to their credit, 
I wrote', directed, produced and | 
I filmed. The costu.nes were de-
J signed by Alberta Johnson, instruc­
t o r in stage craft at the Wauwatosa 
| high school. 

The cast principals, composed of 
I the sons and daughters of prom-
linent suburban families, include 
I Robert Oldenburg, Eugene Tull-
I bane, Milton Sommer, Mary Jane | 
I McCarthy and Louise Lamason. 
I Other characters are played by 
I Anthony Pasbrig, Robert DeAn-
1 gelis, Jane Grossman, Raymond 
iKeane, Robert Keane, Jean Ewart, 
I Arthur Couture, Ruth Dowd, Phil- j 
llip Grossman, Warden Weber, Vir-
Iginia Sommer, Margaret Hartzke, I 
lElizabeth Jernegan and Lucille 1 
iKlug. 

Jack Richards, Edward Arm-
I Strong, Raymond Belz, Robert | 
iKonle, Edward Streng, Gerald 
ICohen, Robert Heuel, Neal Quinn 
land Robert Scherr are in the roles 
lof Indian men, while Beverly Ber-
Irend, Gertrude Veit, Janet Piener 
land Bernadine Diedrich portray In­

dian women. 
In the roles of Indian children 

I will be Ray Kiewert, Allen Wheeler,! 
I Alice Hyde, Betty Mahler, Doris I 
I Klug, Merlyn Isenring,,Shirley Annl 
I Ryder, Lorraine Keane and Nancy I 
I Jernegan. 

A public address system in front I 
of the theater will broadcast inter-] 
views with noted educators attend­
ing the "first night." 

An early performance for school | 
children will be held at 6:30 p. :,l, 

I of the same day. 

WISCONSIN NEWS 

THUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1936] 

I W.P.A* Indian 
Movie Premiere 

Monday Night I 

Students Design Costumes 

W o r n in Indian Picture 

I Formalities of a Hollywood | 
Opening to Accompany 

First Showing 

Personal appearances of an entire 
Imovie cast; spot lights flooding a 
Itheater entrance; a radio announcer 
lat the curb introducing cinema stars 
las they arrive—these and more in the 
(Hollywood tradition of a professional 
(first nighter will be in Wauwatosa 
|soon. 

Wauwatosa's own movie "Mishak-
Iwut," believed to be the only given of | 
I its kind, will have its premier show-
ling at 8:30 on Monday, October 19, 
l a t the Tosa Theater. A special pre-
Iview for children is set for 6:30 the | 
I same evening. A loudspeaker sys-
Item will be used to introduce celeb-
Irities as they arrive. The original 
I cast will also be present. 

"Mishakwut," filmed, directed, and I 
I supervised by Elliot Cooley, was 
I completed on August 19, 1936. The | 
(purpose of this movie is purely edu-
I cational, and the film is to be used | 
I in the schools of Wauwatosa for vis-
|ual instruction. 

Last May the idea for the making I 
lof a motion picture of the Menomini 
I Indians was born. Mr. Cooley chose 
] the Menomini Indians because they | 
(were the largest and the most peace-
lful tribe in the state of Wisconsin. 
I The story is laid between four and j 
jfive hundred years ago and every de-
I tail has been checked for accuracy by | 
I the Milwaukee Public Museum. Re-
I search on the Menomini Indians was I 
I done at the public library and the | 
I museum. 

After Mr. Cooley completed the | 
I story, the Wauwatosa Board of Edu­
ca t ion approved the plan for its | 
I filming as a W. P. A. visual educa­
t i o n project. Labor for the props I 
land costumes was secured from the 
Iw . P. A., mainly the cooks, athletic 
j directors, and fourteen women to 
I work on the costumes. The costumes 
(were designed by Miss Johnson and 
Iher committee: Lois Flamigan, Jean 
I Ewart, Bernice Wallack, Dorothy 
I Dahnke, Gertrude Veit, and Vernice | 
iGillmeister. 

(Continued on Page 4, Column 3) 

(Continued From Page 1, Column 1) 
The water drums, the gourd rattle, I 

birch baskets, and the leave mats 
were purchased from real Indians on 
the Menomini Reservation. The oth­
er implements and stage props were 
made according to sketches by Paul 
Dernehl and George Sceets. 

Wigwams used in the movie are I 
original Indian wigwams similar to 
the ones used by the Menomini In­
dians and were rented from the In-1 
dians at the Indian Village that was 
at the Lakefront during the Mid-1 
summer Festival. 

Production started on July twenty-
first a t Grafton. A regular camp I 
was established on the Milwaukee 
River. The meals were prepared by 
W. P. A. cooks, and the school chil­
dren were transported out to the set I 
each morning and taken home again 
at night. The work at Grafton, 
where all of the outdoor scenes were | 
shot, lasted from July 21 to August 7. 

Indoor scenes were shot in the I 
Community House on August 19 and | 
20. These included those taken in­
side the medicine lodge and the wig-1 
warns. Finally the film was cut and 
edited, and titles were constructed. 

In the movie the whole life of | 
Mishakwut is traced step by step; 
the care he received, the making of I 
his first fast, the banquet given by 
his relatives at the end of his fast, 
playing lacrosse, wedding and funeral | 
ceremonies of the Menominis. 

The technical director for this pro­
duction was Norman Franz. Gerald-
ine Kappleman arranged the musical] 
score. The characters were all school 
children from high school or grade 

I school and graduates, except the I 
j baby who portrayed Mishakwut as a | 
papoose. 

The technical staff members are asl 
I follows: Paul Dernehl, George Sceets, 
James Kapplemann, Dorothy Dahnke, | 
Bernice Wallack, Jean Tomlinson, 
Alice Dahnke, Lois Flanagan, Eunice | 
Fish, Gertrude Veit, Lorraine Beer­
end, and Vernice Gillmeister. 

The proceeds from the showing ofl 
the film will help defray the cost of | 
producing. 

CARDINAL NEWS 
WAUWATOSA HIGH SCH0 3LI 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
OCT. 16, 1936 
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\Suburban Board 
Approves Movie 
Filmed by WPA 

After a pre-view of the Indian 
I movie, filmed under their sponsor­
ship by a WPA (works progress ad­
ministration) project for visual edu­
cation, members of the Wauwatosa 
board of education Monday night ap­
proved the plan for a premiere pub­
lic showing of the picture a t the Tosa 

I theater Oct. 19. 
The film, which depicts the life 

I of a primitive Indian boy among 
the pastoral, peace loving Menomi-
nees, was made on the banks of the 
Milwaukee river at Grafton, Wis., 
and in a specially built tepee in Wau­
watosa. Norman Fra'nz and Elliott 
Cooley wrote, directed and photo­
graphed the picture. Wauwatosa 
High school students were the ac-

I tors. Costumes were designed by 
Miss Alberta Johnson, teacher of 
stagecraft and design a t the Wau­
watosa High school, and made by 
workers on a WPA project. 

"Here is a picture which treats, 
not of Indians as a race, but of the 
traditions and customs in a certain 

| tribe, Wisconsin's woodland Me-
nominees," said W. T. Darling, 
superintendent of W a u w a t o s a 
schools, after viewing the picture. 
"Perhaps we have by this work be-

[ gun a trend of specialized, pictorial 
chronicles of the various tribes in 
America. At any rate, the picture 
marks definite progress in the field 
of visual education. I t is an accom­
plishment which would have been 
impossible without the WPA." 

Wauwatosa Gets 
Requests for Film | 

The WPA (works progress admin­
istration) motion picture, "Misha-1 
kwut," depicting the life of an early 
Indian boy, which was filmed under I 
the sponsorship of the Wauwatosa | 
board of education, may have a na­
tional showing after its premiere at | 
8 p. m. Monday at the Tosa theater, 
Wauwatosa. 

Requests to show the film in other | 
par ts of the country have been re­
ceived by the Wauwatosa school I 
board, which has indicated that the 
film may be loaned after several 

[ showing in Milwaukee county. One I 
of the requests was from Mrs. Ern­
est L. Hoffman, former Milwaukee- I 
an, now a Brooklyn (N. Y.) public | 
school teacher. 

The film portrays the life of early I 
Wisconsin Indians. It was filmed | 
near Grafton, Wis. 

State and county WPA officials I 
and prominent educators have been 
invited to Monday night's premiere. 

M I L W A U K E E J O U R N 
[ SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 19361 
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Plan Premier 
lOf WPA Film 

Several educators, prominent in 
I the field of visual education, plan" 
to attend the premier of "Mish­
akwut," the works progress admin­
istration film, at the Tosa thea­
ter, Wauwatosa, Monday a t 8:30 

I p. m. 
Among the expected are : J . E. 

I Hansen, head of the bureau of vis­
ual education of the University of 
Wisconsin; Dr. Edgar Dale, who 

I is in charge of educational re­
search at Ohio State university; 
M. W. Torkelson, state works prog­
ress administration administrator 

l and his wife, and Mrs. Esther 
Haas, state director of women's and 
professional works progress ad­
ministration projects. 

Mrs. Ernest L. Hoffman, former­
ly of Milwaukee, has requested the 
film to show at her school in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

A Hollywood Premiere 
SlatedtorWPAMoviel 
Notables who attend the • first 

showing of "Mishakwut," a WPA 
(works progress administration) 
project Indian film at the Tosa the­
ater, Wauwatosa, Oct. 19 will get all 
the attention given movie stars a t 
a Hollywood premiere. A radio an­
nouncer will introduce the notables 
at the curb and members of the 
cast, all Wauwatosa high school 
pupils, will be introduced on the 
stage. The project for visual edu­
cation was sponsored by the Wau­
watosa board of education. 

Dr. Edgar Hale, head of the edu­
cational research department of the 
Ohio State university, is among the 
educators who plan to attend. The 
'film depicts the life and customs of 
the Menominee Indians. 

I WPA Indian Film 
To Appear Here! 

"Mishakwut," a WPA educational 
film depicting the life of a Menomi­
nee Indian boy, will be shown to- I 
night at the Tosa theater, 6823 W. 
North avenue, for the first time. 
A student preview will be given 
at 6:30 p. m. and a second showing 
at 8:30 p. m. Included in the list J 
of invited guests are Mrs. Philip 
F. La Follette, wife of Governor 
La Follette; M. W. Torkelson, state | 
WPA director, and Mrs. Torkelson; 
Mrs. Esther Haas Madison, state | 
WPA director of women and pro­
fessional projects, and J. E. Han-1 
sen, head of the visual education | 
bureau of the University of Wiscon­
sin extension division, 

HwiLWAUKEE SENTINEL 
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Indian Chief Entertains School Assembly 

MARGARET HARTZKE, 
CHIEF W H I T E FEATHER, 

EUGENE TULLBANE. 

Wearing his full tribal regalia, Chief 
White Feather appeared before the assembly 
at Wauwatosa High school yesterday in pro-

JANET FIERNER. 
(Sentinel Photo.) 

motion of the educational motion picture pro­
duced by the school depicting the lives of the 
chief's forefathers in this area, 

MILWAUKEE SENTINEL, 
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AUNOUHCEMEHTS FOB THIS BADGER SPOTLIGHT, 

A DAILY RADIO FEATURE OF W.T.M.J., FOR THE WEST OF 

OCTOBER 18 to 19 (INCLUSIVE) 

All of the attractions of a professional premiere will have their 

counterpart in the first public showing of "Mishakwut", an educational 

Indian picture enacted by Wauwatosa high school students and produced by 

the W.P.A. visual education project. Monday, October 19 at 8:30 is 

the time. The place is in Wauwatosa. 

Wauwatosans will have the opportunity to attend the premiersshowing 

of their own movie, Monday, October 19, in Wauwatosa. This motion 

picture, "Mishakwut", is a W.P.A, production of the visual education 

project. Wauwatosa high school students comprise the cast. The picture 

was filmed at Grafton, Wisconsin, and in Wauwatosa. 

"Mishakwut", an Indian educational film, will have its first 

public showing Monday, October 19 in Wauwatosa. This motion picture 

is the result of the W.P.A. visual education project sponsored by the 

Wauwatosa 3oard of Education. 

Effective counterparts of all the dramatic trappings of a true 

Hollywood premiere will be seen at the initial showing of "Mishakwut" 

an educational picture depicting the life and customs of Wisconsin's 

Menomini Indian. The opening will be staged in Wauwatosa, Monday, 

October 19, at 8:30 P.M. 



-2-

Social and educational circles are keenly interested in the 

plans of the Wauwatosa Board of Education to hold a truly professional 

first night performance when "Mishakwut", Wauwatosa's own movie, is 

shown. The date has been set for Monday, October 19, in Wauwatosa. The 

motion picture, with Wauwatosa students comprising the entire cast, was 

filmed by the W.P.A. visual education project. 

Personal appearances of the stellar cast, specially arranged 

musical score, special lighting effects flooding the entrance, are among 

those attractions planned for the initial public showing of Wauwatosa's 

own movie, "Mishakwut", the story of an aboriginal Indian boy. Monday, 

October 19, is the date. The place is in Wauwatosa. 



ACTRESS Miss Jean Ewart, 2449 Le Feber av., 
Wauwatosa, displays the programs for the works progress 
administration film, "Mishakwut," to be shown for the 
first time at the Tosa theater tonight. Miss Ewart has a 
part in the picture. 

WISCONSIN NEWS , | 

[MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 19361 

ATTEND PREMIERE 
• : ; • • ' • ' ' ' . : • : 

FRANK B E H B E N S » MBS. PHIL LA FOLLETTE 
, „ Wauwatosa r e s i d e n t s turned out by hundreds for the premiere of 
«M1 Shakwut" a t the Tosa theater, 6328 W. North av„ last night. 
The film, a works progress administration project, was produced by 
Wauwatosans, all actors also being; residents of the suburb An­
nouncer F rank Behrens introduced Mrs. La Follette, wife of the 
governor, to the sidewalk audience crowded around the public address 
system. International News photo by Wisconsin News photographer. 

WISCONSIN NEWS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1936 



WPA Film Premiere Attracts Notables 

A FILM of Indian life with Wauwatosa High school pupils as its principals and the Milwaukee 
river near Cedarburg as its locale had its premiere at the Tosa theater Monday night. I t was 

filmed as a WPA (works progress administration) project. Among those attending the showing 
were (left to right) Arthur W. Torkelson of Madison, state WPA director; Mrs. Philip La Follette, 
wife of the governor, a n d Mrs. Torkelson. (journal staiiphotoj 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER W, 19$g 

\Suburban Crowd 
Cheers Premiere 

of Indian Movie 
A first night audience that was 

anything but blase turned out Mon-
1 day for the premiere of "Mishak-
Iwut," film of the Menominee Indians, 
1 at the Tosa theater, 6823 W. North 

av. Six hundred Wauwatosa resi­
dents jammed the theater and 

I cheered at the slightest provocation, 
I for every spectator had at least one 
friend in the cast, which included 
only Wauwatosa residents. 

"Mishakwut" was presented with 
I as much ceremony as a premiere in 
I Hollywood. Mrs. Philip La Follette 
land Martin W. Torkelson, state 
I WPA (works progress administra-
I tion) director, stepped into the spot-
I light to say a good word for the 

picture. Elliott W. Cooley, 137 N. 
Eighty-seventh st, who directed the 

I WPA film, and some members of 
I the cast were introduced. 

Conceived and planned by Cooley | 
I as a visual education project under 
I the WPA, "Mishakwut" tells the 
j story of a Menominee Indian boy's 
I life in Wisconsin three centuries ago. 

file:///Suburban
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