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June 5, 1975

ME. M. T. Oyrud
Prairie du Chian

Wisconsin S38Z1
Deacr Mactys

i-uha.pp the salutation for this letter could very appropriastaly
read "Dear Mr. Himtory" as suraly you mist be ooe of our =mest
knowledgeable historians in the fleld of Wisscnoin history.

It was in Oetabar 1947 whan T was first brought to Pralrie du
Chisn by Clifford rord, then Director of the State Historical
Eoclaty, to diseuss with poo the possibility &f the Villa Louis
being tranaferced to ntate ownership and ocperation, A Praicvis
du Chisn commlttes had besn studying this possibdlity for several
years and if the tran=fer had ocourred, Director Lord waa con=
aidar fhg me an a p:nﬁlmr_'l'_tvl curator.

It was an that night that T flrst met you and during the quartsr-
century that followed, I was te learn aboit jyour mamy bp.luntu

48 & researchar, sehslar, writer and hictorian. Your knowledge

of history was not limited to ths acadamic, to the written histexy,
but also fiocluded great skill and judgmant in the collection of
maps anpd artifacts, mnd in the interpretation of the unwritten
hiskery of Indlan mounds apd other prahistory.

During mare than twenty-five years, youo wore 2 ploneer In the
field of historical presecvation and the leader in persuading the
Etate Hiatarical Sodicty to assume operatbion of the Willa Tonisz,
which this month will wslocome ita one millicnth wisitor undaer
Btate oparation.

A= a manbgy of the Board aof Corators of the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, you wers bthe acknowledged and fespacted
leader of its historic sites and markers committess. Thoss
prograns halped to proserve and record history out where history
ostually hagpenesd and converted the Stats Historicel Boolety into
an organizaticn that litorally bocame statewide in 1es interests
and in fts secvioge, rather than servwing basically ths Universicy
campus 4in Malison.

Begyinoing with the ¥illa Lools as the foundation, the Socieby

now has a family of mix sites, sxtepding to Stonefileld at Cassville,
Fondarvis at Mineral Point, Wade Houss at Qreanbuosh, and Madaline
Igland Museum at La Polnte, as well as the Ciscus World Museum

in yvour old home-town aof Baraboe,

¥our mntrj.hutim_:u have boon nomarous; varied and distingulshsd;
and this recognition during the ¥illa Louis Tea of 1975 is kak
A wmall refleckion of the profound gratitude we fasl for your
truly slgnificeant contritacions.

Whean T mst you in October 1547, the negotiations Far the Villa
Loulo wera eo Feguirs nearly fiva more yoars befere it was trans—
forcad &5 khe state. In bhe meantime, Directoc Lord, unable to
ﬂ?l.'mtl: =y pArslstent requests o work for the Bistorical Society,
finally eaid that ho had sufficient funds o eaploy me Sor a
thres—month perind boginning April 1, 1948, to help with the
State Centonnial program that year. I think T was scmathing of
an April FPosl joke. Thet three-month dob ham lasted more chas
twenby-neven yoars and 'm still around.

Binoerely,

fa .

H-ﬂ-j'mL E. Siwvaging
Dirsotar

Hletoric Bltes and Markers Divizion



TABLE OF CCONTENTS Date given Page

Origin of County Names 12

Exploring Prairie du Chien 0706577 15

The Mystery of the Lost Cave 1&

John Muir, A Strange Invention 22

The Passing of the Diamored Jo Steambeat Warchouse 23

Adventure on the Upper Mississippi 06/20:61 3o

The Romance of Jeff Davis & Knoxie Taylor 082161 52

Ringling Bros. & the Circus World Museum 01/24:62 &7

Circus World 79

Romance on the Upper Mississippm 08:07/62 96

Indian Names & Reminders 107
Crur Heritage on the Upper Mississippi 1072462 118
Aescalapius and Clio 1962 121
Julien Dubuque & the Mines of Spain 125
Cnr Heritage on the Upper Mississippi 131
Julien Dubuque , Miner of the Mines of Spain 133
Indian Prints 04/060:63 137
Historic Caya Log House Selected For Preservation 151
Caya Log Cabin 062265 157
Mivhae]l Cava 06/ 22/65 158
Cava Cabin At Lynxville 03/22/65 160
American Eagle 163
Fronticr Prairie du Chizn as Pictured by Early Artists 07/30:54 170
2id Frontier Praitie du Chien as Pictured by Early Artist Angust 1954|177
Artist, Reporter & the Charles Russell Story 189
3rd Frontier Prarie du Chien as Pictured by Early Artist August 1954|190
La Crosse Auvgust 1934 (197
2nd La Crosse 203
Passenger Pigeon 09/ 26/54 04
Lndian Canoes August 1954|210
Indian Peace Pipes 10/{9/54 216
Indian Legends 10/14:54 2215
Johnathon Carver 10/22/54 229
The Summer Maker. An Indian Legend 236




The Carver Claim and Doty 10:28/54 240
Judge Doty Wisconsin Promoter 1170754 246
Josiah Wedgewood 11/14/54 253
The Indian Horses 11720454 258
Local History Letters & Comunents 1204454 262
Indian Peace Medals 267
Indain Peace Medals I1 277
Recollection on the Buffalo Eill Incident 0171555 279
Tales of Hidden Gold 1955 284
Lndians Spearmg Muskrats in Winter 02/05/55 2589
Historic Markers, Treasures, Etc. 02/12/55 256
¥illa Louis im
Red Bird Massacre or Winnehago War 311
Cemeteries i Praitie du Chien, Wis, 318
John Marsh 320
Blackhawk War 323
Museum of Medical Progress 08/18/74 337
Pearling in Wisconsin 1956 i
Pontoon Bridges 345
Prairie du Cluen Oldest Log House 351
Rambler Car 352
First Paszenger Train to Prairie du Chien 353
Winston Churchill 4/ 16/55 355
Fort Crawford Military Cemetery 0443055 365
Zachary Taylor 05/13/55 372
Passenger Pigeon 03/28/53 382
Amusing Incidents in Local History 06/04:55 350
Indian Life 06/17:53 395
Indian Life [I 06/22:55 403
Historical Society Convention 07:02/55 408
Paul Bunyan OFi00/55 415
Canadian Trip and Indian Names 080655 420
Prairie du Chien 1898.....57 Years ago 08/2H0:53 424
Indian Customs 08:/27/55 436
Indian History i Wisconsin 09:03/55 441




Indian Histery of Wisconsin--Brunsen Il 09:/17/55 448
Fonda's Recollections of Early Wisconsin (09/23/55 433
Fonda's Recollzctions of Early Wisconsin 11 09/23:33 439
Fonda on Early Wisconsin 11 10/06/33 404
Fonda's Recollections of Prairie du Chien IV 10157353 46¥
Fonda's Stories on Prairie du Chien V 10/17/55 472
Fonda's Stories on Prairie du Chien VI 10/29:/55 478
Fonda's Stories on Prairie du Chien VII 1170355 483
Fonda's Stories on Prairie du Chien VIII 11712/55 438
Fonda's Stones on Praine du Clien IN 11/08:535 494
Fonda's Stories on Prairie du Chien X 117264535 303
Fonda's Stories on Prairie du Chien XI 12/03:55 509
The Ringling Story 12/10:/55 515
Fouda's Stones on Praine du Clien XII 12:17/57 523
Mississippi River Pearls 330
Mississippi Baver Pearls [1 536
New France & The For Trade 01/04:56 539
Praitie du Chien in 1898 01/01/56 543
Indian Custoims 33
Chief Blackhawk 01/07:56 363
Early Prairie du Chien 01/14:56 577
Early Explorers in Wisconsin 0121550 576
Sioux Indians & The Blackhawk War 02:04/56 582
James H. Lockwood 02/12/56 387
James Lockwood 11 021856 593
Historic Events In Wisconsin During February 02/25/57 597
James H. Loclkwood 111 03/10/56 603
The Great River Roads 031756 607
James H. Lockwaod TV 03/724/56 611
James H. Lockwood V 03/31/56 613
James H. Lockwood VI 041756 620
James H. Lockwood VIII 04/14/56 624
Recent History Meetings 05:26/56 629
Prairie du Chien's Three Historic Flags 06/02:57 634
Eve Trough on Pioneer House 06/16/56 641




The Eed Bird Incident-Winnebago War (Part 1) D& 23056 &6
The Fed Bird Incident--"Winnebago War (Part IT) D& 3056 G52
Indian Scalp Law fak
Indian Histery in the Badger State £59
Indian Eeminders D& 1856 B63
Cultural Sequence in the Tpper Missizsippt Eiver Valley 0922056 el
Micholas Boilwin (Part I) 10/ 26456 671
Micholas Botlwin (Part IT) 10/ 28156 677
Micholas Boilwin (Part 1T} 11403456 £E7
Indian Pipe Long's Expedition Mo, 1 05/ 30054 BB
The Fur Trade Era 110956 636
The Eed Lover (4 Chippewa Tale) 111656 B8]
The Dousman Hotel 696
The Piasa Rock 701
Game Hunting-Fur Trade 12021156 i
Big Top Elephant Stonies 12028156 L
Growth of American Territory 01410451 711
January Dates.. Histonc Events 0118057 TlE
Autohiography of MA-E& -TAT-ME-SHE-ETA-ETAE or Blackhawk T2
Treaty with the Sioux, eto, 1825 ala
Treaty with the Chippewa, etc., 1825 817

Father Marquette and Joliet entering the Mississippt Eiver




on the Missis

—

_arqu-e and Joliet sppi



“Mlarcuette on the Mizsisapp” 15 based upon an 1867 pamnting by William Lamprecht entitled Father Margueatie and
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ORIGIN OF COUNTY NAMES
by Marty Dyrud

The dates when new counties were carved out of Old Crawford Couvnty and the origin of their names will
interest Sesquicentenmal visitors, Here 15 a little additional information on two county names.

PRICE COUNTY was gamed for Williarn Thompson Price (1824-1886) Judge of Jackson County
1854-1859; Crawford County Treasurer 1356-57: Wisconsin Senate 1857, 1870 and 1873-R1: collector of
intemal revenue 1863-65; deputy shenff Crawford County 1849; Wisconsin legislature 1851 and 1882,
Congressional representative from Wisconsin 188386,

GRANT COUNTY. An amusing story is told about Grant, the man after whom the river and Grant
County are named. He hunted this region in the early 1500's. Dressed in buckskin, Grant wore a wolf-skin cap
and carried a gun over his shoulder. A large leather belt circled his middle, from which dangled knives, powder
horn, shot bag and traps. On his back he 1oted a blanket roll with spare clothing and dried food folded inside.
Grant was an unusual and distinctive person, for he carried a special brass kettle to cook his food. Fortunately,
this kettle just fit over his head, and that is where he wore it. covered by his wolf-skin cap.

Travelmg then wasn't too sate. Lead prospectors so disturbed and enraged the Indians that they torbid whites
from their lands. But, this waming did not stop the intrepid Grant. One day, lurking Winnebago Indians spied
Grant imoving on their traal. Bushing lnm from the rear, they struck Grant on the head with savage blows of ther
tomahawks. Grant, protected by the kettle, calinly turned around and stared. The astomished Indians, sure such
hard blows wounld kill him, were amazed to see Grant still standing. Then, the awed Indians raised their arms
toward heaven, and bowmg low, exclamed Mamtou... Manitou.

Derivation of County Names within Old Crawford County

County Established Origin of County Nantes
Jackson Feb. 1833  Andrew Jackson
Juneau Oct. 1836 Solomon Juneau (1793-185,) Fur trader, 1st mayor Milwaukes

La Crosse Mar. 1831 Marquis de Lafayette
Lafayetts Jam. 1846 Marquis de Lafayette

Lincoln Mar. 1874 Abraham Lincoln

Marathon Feb, 1850 Marathon Greece

Monroe Mar. 1834 James Monroe

Oneida Apr. 1885 Omneida Indans

Pepin Feb. 1838 Pepin le Bref

Pierce Mar. 1853 Franklin Pierce

Polk Mar. 18353 James Knox Polk

Portage Dec. 1836 Fox-Wisconsin portage

Price Feh. 1879  William Thompson Price {1824-1886) Judge, Jackson County
Richland Feb. 1842  descriptive

Ruszk May. 1901 Gov. Jeremiah McLain Rusk {1820-1893% Formerly Gates County
St Croix Jan, 1840 WNamed for 5t Croix, who was drowned at viver moutly,

Sauk Jan, 1840 Sauk Indians

Taylor Mar. 1873 Governor William Robert Taylor

Trempealeau Jan. 1834 French translation 'la montagne qui trempe a 1'ean' " meaning the mountain



Vernon Mar.
Wood Mar.
Marty Dyvrudisource

1851
1836

that is steeped in water."
Mount Vernon, home of George Washington
Judge Joseph Woods

MINNESOTA (now within that state), of Wisconsin

Benten Oct.
Mille Lac May
Chisago Mar.
Isanti Feh,
Serburne Feh.
Anoka hlay
Washingten  Oct.
Famsey Okt
WISCONSIN
Adams hiar,
Barron Mar.
Buttalo July
Chippewa Fzh.
Clark July
Columbia Feb.
Crawford Ot
Drine Dec.
Dunn Febh.
Eau Claire Ot
Grant Dec.
Green D,
Iowa Ot

1849
1857
1831

1857
1536

1857
1849
1549

1848
15859

1853
1845
1833
1846
1818
1836
1854
1856
1836
1836
1829

1.8, Senator, Thomas Hart Benton

Franch name for a thousand lakes

NWame, Indian word "kichi" for large and "saga” for fair. The first
syllable was dropped.

Iztays Indians, now Santees

Moges Sherburned1848-1868) Associate Justice Supreme Court of
Mimnesota Territory 1856-57

Dakota or S1oux Indian word for "on both sides of river”

George Washington

Alexander Ramsey (18135-1903), first territorial Governor of Minnesota
1849-1853. Second Governor Minnesota

John Adamis

Henry D. Barron. judge of circuit court.{ Formerly Dallas county, name
Changed to Barron County Mar.4, 1869)

descriptive

Chippewa Indians

explorer, George Rogers Clark

Christopher Columbus

William Harris Crawford, U5 Senator, Secretary of War & Treasury.
Mathan Dane (1752-1835) Mass. judge

Charles Dunn, first Chief Justice, Wisconsin Territory

French name for clear water

garly fur trapper named Grant

Nathan Greene or the color

Iowa Indians
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EXPLORING PRAIRIE DU CHIEN
by Marty Dyrud

Join me in reviewing the many names denoting the Prairie du Chien area. Chippewa and Algonquin Indians
called this location KIPIS AGEE, the place of the jet or outtlow of the Omskonsin River.

White man's discovery of the Mississippl River on June 17,1673 15 generally credited to Louis Jollhet and Fr.
Jacque Marquette, They reported no signs of any Indian village near the confluence of the two avers. Nor, were
their canoes upset by river demons Indians had wamed them they might encounter. Actually these niver
monsters were huge catfish, which frnghtesed Indians and some carly travelers,

Writer Louise P. Kellogg says, "The beginnings of Prairie du Chien are difficult 1o trace, although a French Fort,
no doubt existed there in the seventeenth century.” Between 1680-1685 FORT ST. NICHOLAS was
constructed. Local people generally refer to the "OLD FRENCH FORT" in Lower town erected by the French
military commander Nicholas Parrot.

Prairiz du Chien historiographer, Dr. Peter Scanlan mentions an Indian village at this location in 1732, Henry
Lewis, the frontier artist, records a LASALLE'S POST here in 1734, Anwncan State Paper refers to a French
Fort at this location in 17335,

Jobnathon Carver, whe negotiated a huge land claim o the upper Mississippi from Indians m 1766 said, "The
Ottigammes (Indians) buikt the town of La Praities Les Chiens {Dog: Plain) on the east bank of the Mississippi,
near the Ouisconsin River n the Indian manner.™

Trader Peter Pond came to thas site in 1773, calling it "PLANES OF THE D(HGS" His interesting commentary
and unigue spelling nay be seen on the wayside myarker between Prairie du Clien and Bridgeport.

In 1780, Jolin Long denominated this location LA PRAIRIE DES CHIENS or Dogs' Figld. Henry Lewis, early
painter, used the same French name but translated it "Meadow of the Dogs."

In 1781, a letter from B. Matthews of (Quebec to Lisutenant Governor Patrick Sinclair refers to La Prairie Du
Chien. In this same year, this British Governor at Mackinac, presided over a treaty, wherzby local residents
Pierre Antava, Augustine Ange and Bazil Giard purchased nioe square miles of pramrie land from the Fox
Indians. This land was located just north and cast of the junction of the Cruisconsin and Mississippi Rivers.
Payment was made in trade goods.

The Fox Imian village here was ruled by a chuef named ALIM (Dog). Freoch residents referred to this location
as the prarie of the DOG (Alim). Thus PRAIRIE DU CHIEN. Manv strangers mncortectly interpret the name to
signify the presence of prairie dogs, but this animal is not a native of the area.

PRAIRIE DES CHIENS (Praitie of the Dogs) was used in 1811 by our French-Canadian, Indian Agent,
Nicholas Boilvin because some Fox Indian warriors used the Dag as their symbal or totem., their group was
cilled “"Dog soldiers.”

When the War of 1812 broks out, the Americans wanted to strengthen this outpost and began construction of
FORT SHELBY. The British reacted with a superior force, captured the post, and renamed it FORT Mc KAY.
The treaty of Ghent returned this area to the Americans. In disgvst, the British burned the fort as they withdrew
their forees. Then, the returning Amencans built FORT CRAWFORD. Later in 1830, to get away from tlooding.
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anew FORT CRAWFORD was built upon higher ground on the mainland. FORT CRAWFORD was
deactivated in 1870,

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN was formally used in an 1816 petition by local residents. sent to the United States.
Government, asking that their land claims be confirmed.

Judge James . Doty in a 1827 report to Congress on northwest settlements mentions "PRAIRIE DU CHIEN or
MINDOTY."

James Duane Doty

The Borough of PRAIRTE DES CHIENS was established in 1821 and continued until 1828, when the name was
changed to TOWN OF ST. ANTHONY. Ini 1849, the latter became to the TOWN OF PRAIRIE DU CHIEN,

Explorer-author Schoolerafl. writing about his canoe trip of 1825 refers to "TIPSAGE”, translated "PRAIRIE."

In 1828, POPPLE. was used as a name of an early settlement in the Town of Praine du Chien. located about two
miles north of Blackhawlc Avenue and Main Street. In 1850, Popple was changed to FRENCHTOWN.

ST. FRIOLE. upper FRIOLE and lower FRIOLE all refer to carly sections of what is now called PRAIRIE DU
CHIEN, which borders on the MARAIS de 81, FRIOLE. a slough separating the island (or 4th ward) from the

mainland.

PETITE Gris, French for small mountains, was reserved for the elevated land, bordering the prairie, southeast of
Prairie du Chien.

July 6-1977 Marty Dwvrud
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Micholas Boilswin

Appointed Bub Indian A gent 1206, Indian agert 1511 for the Fox and Sacs along the Mississipp River
Fesidedin Prairie duChien from November 19, 1502 to May 1512
Died ona keel boat reroute to S5t Lows about the summer 1224
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THE MYSTERY OF LOST CAVE

(}...Once again the time has arrived for another interesting History Chat with Mr. Marty Dwvrud, curator of the
Wiscousin Historical Society and avid local historian. MNice to see you Marty, and welcome to WPRE.

A.. . Thank vou, it is always good to be here,

C}._I know that our past history is pretty well documented.... but, are there amy mysteries or unsolved aspects?
A...Oh yes. One is the location of Lost Cave on the Wisconsin River, east of here on Highway 60.

(... You mean that a cave which proneers discovered, cannot be relocated?

A .. That is right. Gordon Peckham arovsed my mterest and gave me the mformation, which he had concerming
it.

(.. .1 am anxious to here about it

A Let me read portions of an article, which appearad years ago in an Austrian newspapet, weitten by an
Austrian nobleman, and [ think you too will become intrigued.

This is quoted from an article which appeared in the Vienna Courier headed the "Rose Colored Spear: and
translated as follows:

"Here. [ sit in my studio in Linz Austria having retumed last week from a trip to Wisconsin, U.8. A, of America.
Betore me, on my desk lays a spear of Wisconsin quartzite of ancient American workmanship. It is a splendid
specimen, 13 mches long and 3 172 inches wide in the nuddle. Om that specimen hangs a tale; T will tey to give
the reader.

Before | comimence my story, I will try to give you some idea of myself and the principal actors n thas tale. [
am the son of an Avstaan nobleman. I was sent to the University of Leipzig, Saxony Germany, to study
phulosophy, following the custom of all young men of miy station.

I arrived in the spring of 1865, and on arnival met on the campus two brothers, sons of an Austrian aristocrat.
These two men were Joseph and Paul Seifert. We went into War in 1866. A great battle took place. On the
gvening of the next day. [ was carried wounded from the battlefield.

Joseph Seifert fell wounded under the terrific charge of the Prussian Fort at Stralsund, as I was informed later.
Now. [ commence my tale of the rose colored spear.

In the spring of the vear 1887... one morning. I received my mail from the post office.. .quite as usual, But,
among the letters was one postmarked Richland City U.S. A You may judge nmiy surprise, tor 1 could have
known no ong in that far off country,

I opened the leiter. It was from Paul Seifert. He wrote that he had escaped from Stralsund, went on board an
Amenican ship, landed m New York, drifted to northenm Wisconsin, came down the Wiseonsin River on a rafl
and became acquainted with a German Pateaot living in Richland City, (35 no more, vanished on Wisconsin niver
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near Gotham). He married this man's daugliter, a beautiful girl of 17, was living happily, had four daughiers and
still had his old disease hanging over, consumption of the pockstbook.

()...That's a quaint expression for being broke. consumption of the pocketbook.
AT enjoy that phrasing, it 15 very novel,

The writer went on to say. ... we renewed our friendshap by letter. My being an archeologist, and my hobby is
collecting rehics from ditferent countries, I asked Paul, in one of my letters, whether he could send me some
relics of American aborigines. In a short time, I received a letier through a New York Transter House,

It contaimed 1he most magnificent relics of the American prehistoric tinies, great ancienl COPper Spaats, arows
and spears of different colored quartzite, great flint spears and arrows of different and rare torms, two spears of
obsidian, butterfly ceremonial. bird stone, belt of flint, breast-plate of ancient coppet, battle lace, etc. And so he
sent me package after package at different times, until I have a collection of ancient American relics, which the
Impenal Museum of Vienna could not duplicate.

In 1380, [ received a letter from Paul Szifert's wife, She wrote " If vou ever want to see Paul once more, come
soon. He cannot live half a year longer™.

I packed my surtcase and started for Gotham. Something in Paul’s letter kept running through my mind. “These
relics cost me nothing more than a little work and a few chills across my back. If you ever make me a visit [
will show vou the place where [ fimd them."

On arrival I found Paul. better than [ had expected. We had many happy days together. hunting, fishing, visiting
ancient village cities around Richland City, living in memories of the past.

(). . Wags there actually a man by the name of Paul Seifert?

AL, .Yes, | have checked and verified this---descendents still live on farms south of Gotham, and he would never
tell the location of his Indian treasures, but he showed them to the Austrian nobleman. Here is his account:

Finally the last day of my visit came. It was a beauntiful moonlight night. I spoke to Paul about his promise to
show me the place where he had found the relics. He said, "Will you promise me, to follow where [ lead? My
reply was "I shall be your shadow.™

His wife looked concerned and said, "Don't endanger your friend and vourself" Paul replied: "We shall be back
for breaktast, Iittle wife, and don't worry.™

His boat, he kept in the shadow of a magnificent large maple below the house. He put some rope, a bull’s eve
lantern horn and some torehes in the boat. One of the ropes had a large ivon hook on the end

I stepped mto the boat and took: the cars. We floated down the beavtiful aver until we reached the foot of ¢ld
historic Bogus BlufT. Here he locked his boal to the roots of an old cottonwood tree.

Then we climbed to the sumumit of old Begus Bluff. What a beautiful sight met owr eves. Across the gleaming
shallows of the southern bluffs, little Avoca sleeps securely. Far down stream, among the green of the forest,
flashlights of Muscoda, and miles in the other direction, on the north bank Lone Rock show dimly. From the
gloom of the river, bursts, the hard call of the great horned owl, shadow and voice of the forest.
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"Let us go*, Paul said. "Time flies”. We passed from ridge to ridge sometimes through large timber, sometimes
through underbrush, until we had gone, as nearly as [ could tell, about two miles.

(}...The nobleman gives a detailed description that appears easy to follow.

A Yes, 1t is a detailed account. He said, At last we stopped on a ridge bere and there covered with large
fragments of rock. in front of a large ledge. Here. Paul unloosed the rope with the iron hook. He threw the
hook over the root of a cedar about ten feet above v, He climbed up and told me to follow, We landed on a
very narrow ledge, before us a very narrow crevice, hardly wide enough to let us in.

Inzide the crevice, a dark hole, lay betore us. Paul lit his lantern horm and commenced to go down the black
passageway, and told me to follow.

We went down and down, inte the mountain, how far I could not tell; sometimes we slid, until at last we
reached the sand bottom of a great cave. Fragments of rock were everywhers;, amongst those were great bones
of prehistonc animals. Here and there were alse fragments of antlers of deer and elk.

We left that cave, Paul leading along passageways, looking like dried beds of underground rivers. A last we
stood at an abyss. black and dangerous looking. I followed. We went down 35 to 40 feet and landed mn just
about the same tvpe of place we had been above, We continued until we reached another large cave, Here Paul
lit one of the large torches.

What a beautiful sight, the light reflected from the pendant stalactites, with which the ceiling was covered,
forming a miniature imtation of a starlit heaven.

Paul would not let me stop here long, We went through large passagewavs winding thrangh the mountain, vatil
these rot o small that we had sometimes to creep on hands and knees. At last we reached anothet cave.

Drarkness and damp air surrounded us. Paul lit another torch. FRIENDS, I cannot describe the hotror [ felt. The
bottom of the cave was covered with skeletons of a vanished race. Skulls were everywhere. Here perished a
tribe:. very near I could say a nations. Their belongings were scattered among the bones.

Battl: axes of stone, ancient pottery, whole and in fragments, flint arrows and spears, whole and broken,
everywhere. "Here" said Paul "is the mine of relics I sent you."

Now., .1 understand his remark " Work, and chills run down my back.” How true, And in this horrible place he
had gone many times to please me,

Here on a shelf of stone, I found that beautiful quartzite spear. I descabed in the opening chapter of the tale.

So, we went along the cave until we entered another passageway; begimning to hear a eoricus noise. He said it
was falling water ind the rushing wind through the crevices above,

All at once I saw a blue light flickering here and there. It came nearer. I could stand no more. Weird sounds
rang iy ears, shadows flittered here and there, bats brushed my head. bones rattled, and we were in the cave
of dead. "Oh how terrible: Oh Paul let us get out of here.”
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S0 we retraced our steps through the cave of the dead. We stopped before the skeleton of a woman; acound her
neck she had a necklace of matchless beauty, composed of quartzite discs of different colors, held together by

bands of ancient copper.

I wanted to take it. But, Paul said. "It was put there by the hand of love, Her spirit will mourn, if we took it.
We retraced our steps to the long rope. climbed up, passed through cave and passage, unhl we stood on the
ledge, ready to descend to the ground and make our way home,

Dray was breaking as we landed at Paul's home, His wife welcomed us. Breakfast was ready. Atter that Paul
escorted me 10 Gotham and the train started... Goodbye Paul, and my love until we meet across the great
divide." I reached home atier an eventless vovage and never will I forget, as long as I live, the termble journey
1o the cave of the dead, under the bluffs of the old Wisconsin,

Sigoed § von W,

(). . Truly one of the weirdest tales [ have ever heard. Someday an adventurer may find this Lozt Cave and
another tale can be added to those you have already.

Qur time is gone, s0 we must thank you for sharing on of the mysteries of history with us today.
For more Local history, tune in next week, same time, same station.
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JOHN MUIR,A STRANGE INVENTION AND PRAIRIE DU CHIEN

Q.. .Once again the time has artived for another interesting local History Chat with Mr. Marty Dyrud, curator of
the Wisconsin State Historical Society and president of the Crawford County Historical Society. Hello. Marty
and welcome back to WPRE.,

A Thank you, 1t 15 always nice to be here and talk history with you.

(}...Congratulations on your recent election as the new president of the Crawford County Historical Society.

AL It presents an interesting challenge. We have a fine group of history lovers and we hope 10 grow in
numbers and in the scape of our activities.

(}.. .Say Marty, just how do you dig owl s0 many facts about sarly days?

A Just curicus, | guess.

Q.. . Would vou explain one of vour curiosities and how vou approach the matter?

A Tuesday, [ was asked by the State Medical Society to gude one of their associates on a tour of historic sites
in Praivie du Chien. This proved rewarding for me too, for Mr. Mulder 15 now planning the development and
promotion of the Medical History Museum here.

(}.. .Oh, the Beaumont Medical Shrine.

A Yes, Dr. Beaumont's historic experiments in physiology, here al Prairie du Chien covers one of the brightest
pages in our local history.

A Sometime you will have to tell us the Beaumont story, but I don't want you to lure me away from my
question. What excited your interest this time and prompted your further study of Prairie du Chien history?

A, Well. no tour of Prairie du Chien would bz complete without a tour of the Villa Lovis and Museum. Mr.
Mulder marveled at thus tine historie home and the rich history so skallfully portrayed in the museum.

For me, this probably is the thirticth time I have taken the tour, Still, each time I find some new facet of history,
which mtripues me. This, day was no exception.

0.. .And, what was it this time?

A.. . A phote of the Lady Franklin.

Q... Are you falling for the women?

A . Yes, this lady intrigued me. very much.

0.. . Well, I suppose you will lead me on and on, and finally I will learn that your lady friend is a boat.

AL, No, but you are very close. Lady Franklin was a very strange creatore, a passenger coach designed to travel
over the river ice during the winter, when steamboats were beached for the cold season.



23

This novel coacl had a boat bottom, and was fitted with tao sled runners on each side, which could be loweraed
to support the vehicle. A steam boiler back of the passengers supplied the power, and cordwood supplied the
heat. Ihad difficulty ascertaining from the picture just how the coach was propelled. but 1 would guess that
there was a traveling belt, which when lowered. had cleats. which would dig into the ice and move it forward.

. Sort of a steam operated sled with an enclosed cab tor the passengers,

A Yes, 1t was apparently designed to operate both on the ice and in water. My best guess 15 that the coach
could carry 35 passengers,

Q...Sounds like a weird contraption. What need was there for the unit?

A.. . One of the greatest handicaps of the steamboats on the vpper Mississippi was their failure to function
during the winter, when ice clogged the river. There were many businessmen and settlers, who wished to travel
i the winter if they could find a convenient and comfortable means of doing so.

(...I can appreciate that. Did they have a proposed route in mind?

A The name, which appeared along the top of the coach was the Prairie du Chien & 5t. Faul Minn. &
Mississippi R.R. Line, so [ judge it was intended to operate between Prairie du Chien and 31, Paul in the winter.

). Who imvented this Ice-Chariot...and when?

A, A New York man, named Nonman Wiard, who started building it in about 1856, He spent four vears
developing this Queen of the water and ice travel. On January 8th in 1860 Wiard made his trial run of the Lady
Franklin, bere m Prairie dw Chien, making the crossing of the river between Praine du Chien and MeGregor
Iowa in three minutes.

A cord of wood was required for every 10 hours of operation; railroad officials present recommended certain
other changes in the design and construction. But, the improvements were not made; the unit was parked on the
waterfront and eventually fell apart.

In the fall of 1860, the Lady Franklin was transported to Madison, where it was displayed at the State Fair.
Therz a young farm boy inventor inspected the strange wvehicle and talked with Mr. Wiard the inventor. Wiard
induced this farm boy, John Muir to come with him to Prairie du Chien to assist him in the further development.

() Who is the John Muoir? I think I have heard his name hefore.

A.. . Yes, John Muir was one of America's earliest and greatest naturahsts, ind now considered by many to have
been the father of our National Park Svstem.

Q. And how did you happen to link these two people?

A While no mention was made of Muir in connection with the picture of Wiard's invention at the Villa, I
remetnbered that Muir had once worked for an inventor in Prairie du Chien. This association sent me scurrying
home to dig into Muir's life and see if [ could find any connecticn. Sure encugh I found Mur's account of the
association.

(). Tell us about it.
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Cnxumxum.f attention has been arracred
to this enterprise and a widespread in-
terest in irs success was established in the
public mind, A larpe car was constructed
by Mr. Morman Wiand, of Janesville, Wis-
consin, at that time ac Praide du Chien,
designed to run on the Mississippi River
from that point o St Pauls, Some de
layt in the receipt of machinery manufac:
tured in New Yerk to form a part of this
car, preveatéd a-practieal trial of the ma.
ehine before the ice pasied out of the river.
Duiring the past summer and autumn, Mr.
Wiard kasreroined in MNew York City and
bas finally succesded in plicing his in-
vercion and business arrangements in the
hands ‘of Tohn Clevelond. Esq., 3% Wall
Steet, acting in the capacity of trusee for

relieved  the enterprise of dll eimharrass
ments;: and induced several gentlemen of
character and capital to join in the develop-
ment of the undertaking. Ample funds
have been subscribed and paid inte the
hands of the trustee, 1o enable Mr. Wiard
to constroct a twenty passenger car and to
finish it in the mast elaborate and cficient
manner. This car was ready for the painters
and decortors by the third doy of Decern-
ber, and was completed and taken by the
way of the Pennsylvania Central Railroad
through on a cir to Prairie du Chien, where
it will be rendy for operation by the zoth
af December, The illostrations we have
given represent; the -cr ralsed on s
punners, passing through deep snow on
the ice; and the method of dreawing the
car from the water, giving o spicited and
beautiful view of the car resting upon its
cottinuous runners, with the ordinnry trav-
elling runners sispended and raisd st the
front to prevent their imerfering with the
pazsage of the car-out upoa the ice on the
continupus Tunners, designed for that pur-
pose. This beautiful car was nomed the
Lady Franklin and was decorated by cil
portraits and paintings of dog trains rein-
deer aledges and other 3 ppropriate and sug
peative devieen, among which the while
benr king of the ice-warld was not forgot
ter. The diagrams repreeat the floor-plan

-
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ol the car, with the seats arranged around
1 table in the centre, which ‘was also sur:
rovineded] by & continnous seat for the con-
wencence of passenpers: A mail and bag-
pape-room 15 represented, together owith
toiletrooms; ulsa the space occupied by che
machinery and engineer’s department,

This war repocted by Leslie's Magasine
in 1859,

The photograph aboye thows the car
wloek  wer Burlt, Eeem the DUKH
Ducks™ ) wied in World War If couldn’
shate an ice.
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A John Muir was born in Scotland, and when very voung, had accompanied his family to America, and to a
farm north-east of Portage Wisconsin. As a Boy he whittled out strange wooden inventions by hand. At 22, he
left home lugging his wooden contraptions on his shoulder to Madison. This was the fall of 1860, when a State
Fair was being held there, and Muir thought he might display his works.

Muir tells us in his own words, his thoughts:

I was looking around in the meantime to find out where 1 should go to seek my fortune. An inventor at the Fair.
by the name of Wiard, was exhibiting an ice-boat he had invented to run on the upper Mississippi from Prairie
du Chien to St. Paul during the winter months, explaining how useful it would be, thus to make a highway of’
the river, while it was closed to ordinary navigation by the ice.

"Aller he saw my inventions, he offered me a place in his foundry and machine shop in Prairie du Chien. and
promised to assist me all he could. So, | made up my mind to accept his offer and rode with lim to Prairie du
Chien in his iceboat, which was mounted on a flat car.

I soon found. however. that he was seldem home and that | was not likely to learn much at his small shop. |
found a place where | could work for my board and devoted my spare hours to mechanical drawing, geometry
and physics. .making. but little headway. however, although the Pelton family, for whom | worked, were very
kind. I made up my mind after a few months stay in Prairie du Chien to return to Madison. hoping that in some
way | might be able to gain an education...I was desperately hungry and thirsty for knowledge and willing to
endure anything to get it.”

()...What unusual circumstances, Marty, who were the Pelton's, here in Pramie du Chien?
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1...Edward Felton was an early Prairie du Chien merchant, who camne here in 1837 fromy Massachusetts. That
year there was a large influx of people from the east inte Prairie du Chien.

Pzlion's first wife was a daughter of Rev. Alfred Brunson, a prominent citizen and first Methodist Bishop In
Wisconsin. In 1832, Pelton sold his store and tock charge of the Mondell House, Then in 1866, he and Julius
Fainechon opened the Pelon Steam Flovnng Mall in Prairie du Chien.

Q. We are certainly learmng much about some of our carly settlers, but getting back to John hMuir, tell us what
inventions did he make?

A A strange assotment. . Suppose we let Muoir tell vs in lus own words- "So (at the Faic) I went up to the Fine
Arts Hall and looked in, wondering if they would allow wooden things in so fine a place.

I was met at the door by a dignified gentleman, who greeted me kindly and said *Young man, what have we got
here? "Two clocks and a thermometer”, [ replied. "Did you make these? They look wonderfully beautiful and

novel and must, [ think, prove the most interesting feature of the fair”
"Where shall I place them? I inquired.

"Just look around, young man, and choose the place you like best, whether it is occupied or not. You can have
yvour pick of all the building, and a carpenter to make the necessary shelving and assist yon every way possible!

So. I quickly bad a shelf made large enough for all of them went out on the tall and picked up some glacial
boulders of the right size for weights, and m fifteen or twenty nunutes the clocks were running.

They sgemed to atiract more attention than anytling else in the hall. [ got lots of praise from the crowd and the
newspapet-teporters. The local press reports were copied into the eastern papets.

It was considered wonderful that a boy on a farin had been able to invent and make such things, and almost
every spectator foretold good fortune. But, I had been lectured by my father above all things to avoid praise
that I was afraid to read those kind newspaper notices, and never clipped out or preserved any of them, just
olanced at them and turned away my eyes from beholding vanity. They gave me a prize of ten or fifteen dollars
and a diploma for wondertul things not doven in the list of exhibits.

{}... . How nice. .you felt his modesty and vnderstand the thoughts of a young man from the farm in a city,
facing the future, Tell us nmrore about this great man.

A, Muir says- while at the Umversity, "I still mdulged my love for mechanical inventions, I invented a desk m
which the books I had to study were arranged 10 order af the begmning of cach term. I also made a bed wiich
set me on my feet every morning at the hour determined on. and in dark winter mornings, just as the bed set me
on the floor it lighted a lamp.

Then after the minutes allowed for dressing had elapsed. a ¢lick was heard and the fiest book to be studied was
pushed up from a rack below the top of the desk, thrown open and allowed to remain there the number of
nnutes required.

Then the machinery closed the book and allowed it to drop back into its stall, then moved the rack forward and
threw up the next in order, and so on, all the day being divided according to the times of recitation, and the time
required and allotted to each study.



Besides this I thouglt it would be a fine thing in the summer time when the sun rose early, to dispense with the
clock controlled bed machinery, and make use of sunbeams instead. This I did simply by taking a lens out of
my spyglass, fixing it on a frame on the sill of my bedroom window. and pointing it to the sunrise. The
sunbzams focused on a thread bumed through it, allowing the bed machinery to put me on my fest.

When I wished to anse at any given time after sunnse, I had only to turn the pivoted frame that held the lens the
requisite number of degrees or minutes. Thus [ toole Emerson's advice and hitched my dumping wagon bed to a
star.,

Although I was tour years at the University, [ did not take the regular courses of studies but instead picked out
what [ thought would be most vsetul to me, particularly chennsiey wluch opened a new world and mathematics
and physics, a little Greek and Latin, botany and geclogy.

I was far from satisfied with what [ had learned, and should have staved longet. Anyhow I wandered away on a
glorious botanical and geological excursion, which has lasted nearly fifty years and is not yet completed, always

happy and free, poor and rich, withowt thought of a diplema or of making a name, urged on and on through
endless, inspiring, Godful beauty. Ileave one university for another, The Wisconsin University for the

University of the Wildemess.”
(}...An vnusual person.

A...Yes. of those who wrote of nature, Muir was the wildest. He was the most active; the most at home in the
wilderness, the most danng, the most capable, the most self-reliant. John Muir covered most of the American
wilderness alone on foot, without a gun, without a sleeping bag, with only a sackful of stale bread and tea.

In 1867, when he determuned to devote his life "to the inventions of God™ Muir walked a now tamons 1,000
mile jaunt from Indiava to Califomnia, exploring the Yosemite Valley, tracking rivers to the glaciers that had
formead it. He would later take Theodore Roosevelt with him to convines hint and others of the importance of
national conservation prograni.

O Marty, [ am fascinated with this man Muir and would like to hear niore of him, but our time is up for today.
Thanks for showing us how you get your ideas and track down these enchanting glimpses of our history

heritage in Prairie du Chien.

For another History Chat with Marty Dyrud, tuns in next week same time, sane station.



28

The Passing of the Diamond Jo Steamboat Warehouse

Q...Once agan the time has arrived for another informative HISTORY CHAT withy Mr. Marty Dyrud, curator of
the Wisconsin State Historical Socisty and researcher in our local history, Hello Marty, and welcome to WPRE.

A Thank you I am glad to be here.

D...Marty, so many questions are being asked about the old warshouse building on the river front which is being
torn down, that I wish we might find out more about its history.

AL be glad to answer any questions about it. The old Diamond Jo Steamboat Warehouse on the Mississippi
river here in Prairie du Chien won't be with us much longer.

During the past yvear the stons foundation has been crumbling away making the building unsate, Two weeks
ago, a large cave-mm of the river wall dropped the floor 3 feet 1 one place and raked the vertical timbers, so it
was feared the entice structure would collapse.

(.. .It's teo bad it could oot be saved.

AL Yes, T hate to see thas historic buildmg junked for it 15 nearly 100 vears old and is our only remainimg ok
with the old and colorful steamboat-packet days on the Mississippi. But, it would cest about $20,000 to just
repair the foundation and main timber supports and there is little prospect of securing this money for temporary
preservation.

(}...How big a building would you say it is?

A... It measures 60 teet by 444 feet. The stone foundation rises up abowt fifteen feet above the water forming a
basement and on top of this 15 a white brick main section about 15 feet high capped with a V shaped roof.

Q. Tell vs what the building has been wsed for?

A.. Originally. it was built as a warehovse building for the Diamond Jo Steamboat Line to facilitate transfer of
shaipments firom the steamboats (o the eailroad.

When the ratlroads had pushed the steamboat packets into oblivion the Milwaukee railroad used the building as
a "Lock-up" where damaged freight was collected, classified and sold.

5till later the Prairie du Chien Woolen Mill stored wooel steck in the building and recently the National
Decorated Metal Co. bought the building and used it for storage of some of their raw materials.

(}..I noticed a couple of old buggies and a sleigh. Where did they come from®?

A During the early Villa Lows Opening Davs, George McClure, Robert Paris and Joe Dunne collected old
carriages, a sleigh and a horse drawn hearse for parade use, and stored them in this building between seasons.

(... .Marty, have you any idea when this building was buili?

AL Yes, during 1863 and 1864, during the Cival War, Six years earlier m 1857 the Milwaukee and Mississippi
Railroad had reached Prairie du Chien.



In 1863 the McGregor Western Railroad just across the river began its runs 25 miles inland. In those days,
treight and passengers had to be transported across the Mississippi by steamboat. Prairie du Chien was then a
busy port and rail center:

QI thought that the railroad terminated in Lowertown?

A When the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad first reached Prairie du Chien on April 14,1857, 100 vears
ago, the tiest station and vands were in Lowertown, Shipments were transferred to steamboats at "Pig's Eve”
slough, where the Fertilizer Plant now stands. Low water in 1863 caused so much difficulty at this location.
that the railroad decided to relocate ite yards in the country at that time, but alzo bult a huge hotel called the
Railroad House, Latet it was called the Dousman Hotel, Then too the railtoad also built a $75,000 grain
elevator, winch had a capacity of’ 20,000 bushels of gram.

It was at this same time that Diamond Jo built the large steamboat warehouse which is being torn down. The
elevator has already been dismantled and you can now see the foundation stone just soutly of the bridge.

(.. Just how did they make the transfer of freight shipments from the railroad cars over to the steamboats?

A A spur track then ran into the basement of the Diamond Jo warchouse on the north side. A switch engine
pushed railroad cars into the basement and there was only a very short distance to truck goods between the cars
and the steamboat, tied up along side of the building.

Q...I can certainly see that this simple and well thoughtout transfer method would work well. Someone told me
that Lawler had his pontoon bridge operating across the Mississippi.

AL That was ten years later, in 1874,
(). . Were these facilities widely used?

AL Oh, Yes. The first railroads ran east and west. The north-south Lines were to come Iater. So the steamboat
packets were very busy. For a short time Prairie du Chien had the distinction of being the only railroad
terminus on the Upper Mississippi. Then, Minnesota, and all the country north of bere to St. Paul including
northern Wisconsin, were importers of the necessities of life.

Few people would now think that Wisconsin was onee the greatest wheat produeing state in the union, For
instance in 1859, Minnesota and Iowa grain came in huge quantities through Prairie du Chien for rail shipment
to Milwaukee, At this time Milwaokee was considered the wheat center of the United States,

(}...That is something I never realized. I am rather intrigued by this man Diamond Jo; t¢ll us did he wear a big
diamond?

A.. No, but he was a picturesque figure. His name was Jo Revnolds. In the late 50°s, he operated a tannery in
Chicago. It seemed that there were two Jo Reynolds one in Chicagoe and and one i Prairie du Chien and their
mrail was constantly mixed up.

So the Jo Reynolds we are speaking of adopted a trademark of a diamond outline with Jo in the center. From
then on he was called Diamond Jo and there was no more mix-up in mail deliveries.
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() By the way, how did Dianond Jo come to be located in this area?

A...In 1860, when Diamond Jo was buying furs in McGregor Iowa. just across the river. hie visualized a great
future in the grain business. So, he sold his tannery in Chicage, moved to McGregor and started in the grain
business.

(}...How then, did he get into the steamboat business?

A, He found it difticult to ship grain regulacly out of MeGregor so0 Diamond Jo bkt his first steamboat, the
Lansing. This boat proved so successtul that he decided to build others,

Q.. How long did Diamend Jo have the LANSING?

A He sold it in 1867, to the Rambo family to transport passengers across the Mississippi down at Davenpont.
Shortly thereafter tragedy struck the boat at Hampton Illinois, just above Moline.

On May 13,1867, her two boilers exploded and several people were killed. Van Dyke, the clerk on the boat was
blown across the Mississippi river and his body later found in Iowa, The pilot, Bob Smith was blown into the

air and across the town of Hampton and his body found by a fanmer in his field.

.. Marty, that 1s fantastic, do vou mean 1o tell me that these two men were thrown m opposite directions by the
force of the explosion so that their bodies were found four to five miles apart?

A, That is the history record that still stands. Strange, bul true.
QI can haedly believe it. Did Diamcend Jo have other boats?

A Yes, for several months I have been digging out his boats, data on theny and now [ believe I have pictures of
all of them, mcluding his old boat yard at Eagle Point, just north of Dubugue.

(}._Fine, tell us more about his boats.

A His next boat was named DIAMOND JO. It was a stern-whezler, 165.5 feet long with a 32 foot beam and a
4 foot. hold.

O . Where was this boat bwlt?

A Interestingly enough on the Wisconsin River. Captain William Fleming superintended the construction and
was master with Charles W. Cox as clerk. When the bull was completed it was towed to Praine du Chien.
where the upper structure was installed and the boat fitted with equipment.

Q.. Right here in Prairie du Chien ... and in what yeat?

A In 1863, the same vear that Diamond Jo was building his warehouse, This boat saw 20 vears of service: the
first six in the Fulton Burlington trade, and the last 14 years in the St. Louis to ST, Paul trade. In 1283, this boat
was dismantled at Dubugque.

). What boat came next?
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A The ARKANSAS, which was 184 feet long, with a 36 foot beam and a 6 foot hold. He bought this boat in
1872, used it six years and sold it in 1878, to Captain Davidson in La Crosse.

Also in 1872, he purchased another boat, the stern-whezler, TIDAL WAVE, which he also sold in 1877 to
Davidson.

(). Xounds like a trader.

A, Yes, [ guess he was. Then mm 1873, he buill the JOSIE. named for his wife, which he later s0ld to the Eagle
Packet Co.

Following camie the JOSEPHINE, which he built in 1878 at Dubugue, whicl gave Dianond Jo 21 years of
service.

Then came the SAINT PAUL, a side-wheeler, one of his largest boats, 300 feet long. nearly a city block long. It
may have proved too long, for in 1892 Dhamoad Jo shortened it by 23 = feet. In 1911 it was sold to the
Streckfus Lines in St. Louis and rebuilt into an excursion boat. Later, this boat was again rebuilt and renamed
to SENATOER.

After this came the PITTSBURGH in 1883, The 1896 cyclone in 5t. Lovis demolished this boat. The hull was
gaved, a new upper works built on, and it was renamed the DUBUQIE.

Q. Diamond Jo must have been quite a successtul steamboat operator,

A Yes, 1850-1870 were the hey-days for the steamboats. From 1870 to 1900 was a period of cutthroat
competition. But Diamond Jo suevived and 1 1900, he was the largest steamboat line operator on the vpper
Mississippi.

(). . When did he sell omt?

A In 1211, all his remaining boats were sold to Streckfug in 8t Lonis. His two lareest boats were converted
into excursion boats. The QUINCY became the 1.8, a deluxe excursion craft until it was dismantled in 1938,

The big side-wheeler DUBUQUE became the CAPITOL and many local people remember having fun on these
boats. The CAPITOL was scrapped in 1943, so we will never see them again.

People in McGregor have a constant remindsr of the colorful Diamond Jo for the redbrick post office there was
his oftice and apartment home. Diamond Jo died in 1891 leaving an estate of seven milhion dollars.

His heirs carried on until 1911, when all of the boats were sold. With the demise of the Diamond Jo Warchouse
in Prairie du Chien we are losing our last link with this colorful era of the puffing steambaoat packets.

. . You have certainly pamnted an excellent word picture of the buned history associated with an old building, 1
wish we nmight hear mote, but our time has run out aod we must await another day. Thanks so much Marty.
For more history heritage of the Prairie du Chien, MceGregor, and Marquette area, tune in next week, same time,

same station.
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Diamond Jo I{cyu[cls
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1. Stone Astor Fur Co. building built in 1808, 2. Voth Cottage. built in 1930, 3. Brisbois mansion, built 1808, by
Michael Brisbois. 4. Site of Hudson Bay Fur Co. log warehouse, ¢. 189, 5. Site of Northwest Fur Co. building,
built in 1808 and torn down in 1912. 6. Tremont Hotel. built m 1826-7 by I1.L. Dousman, made inte a hotel in
the 186{)'s. Part of the building was the Joseph Roletie home. 7. Railroad house (Dousman House). built in
1861-2. 8. Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul railroad station. 9. Diamond Jo Reynold's steamboat warehouse,
built in 1861-3. 1. Sherman house, built in 1875 on the site of the Basil Giard home.



Diamond Jo Warehouse



Diamond Joe Steamboat Warechouse and Grain Elev
Circa 1870

ators at Prairie du Chien
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ADVENTURE ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI

This lecture was given to the State Historical Society of Prame du Chiuen, Wisconsin, June 20, 1961
We are honored to welcome such a distinguished group.

Speaking of Adventure on the Upper Mississippi. 1 will touch It a few, of the many facets of our rich heritage.
Time is shorl. and you will want to hear the many fine prograns this aftemoon.

Prairie du Chien is the second oldest city in Wisconsin, Still, some of our proud residents insist it came first in
INTELLECT. This claim, they trace to an ancient sign at Green Bay, labeled Prairie du Chien. pointing in this
direction. Vovageurs at Green Bay, who could read paddled on to the Prairie of the Fox Indian chief called THE
DOG, wilule the less hiterate stopped at La Baye. This fiiendly avaley is now a part of Wisconsin folklore.

If we can believe Radisson & Groseiher, who with questionable modesty claimed to be "Ceasars" of the
Wilderness, then they were the first white men to view the upper reaches of the Great River, "which divides
itself in two." But, many reputable historians discount the records left by these rascals,

Bold adventure and vision of a fortune in furs prompted these French soldiers to desert their posts in Canada,
and knife their way into the western wildetness. Then, European tashions dictated beaver bats for men. Great
was the demand for beaver skins.

Trading with Indians, near the northern Great Lakes, these French traders exchanged raum and merchandise for
fur pelts. Returning to Canada in 1660, Radisson & Groseilier transported $300,000 in furs. Only $20,000
remained after paying their fines, dealing with an inefficient French trade system, and satisfying corrupt
officials.

Stung by the injustice they later carmied their gopes to France. Failing to obtain satisfaction from the French
King, they traveled on to London. There they met with success, selling the English on chartzring in 1670 "The
Company of Adventurers of England Trading into the Hudson's Bay."

Now, 221 years later, we marvel, how this company adapted itself to the many changes, wrought by time. [
doubt, if any mote darmg pair of fur traders and interpational promoters, can be found in the history of
commerce, than Radisson & Groseilier.

1673, brought Joliet and Father Marquettz down the Wisconsin into the mighty Mississippi. Cal Peters painted
this historic scene. which hangs in the Villa Louis Musewm. The broad talents of this gifted artist are gencrously
revealed in his portrayal of Prairie du Chien heritage on canvas. and in diorama.

Father Marquette lett this obscure hirch bark sketch of their party shooting a rapid.

Bingham's painting. Fur Trader on the Missouri. might well typify Fr. Hennepin, the first white man to leave a
record of stopping m what is now Prairie du Chien. The date 1680, to dry meat. Below here, Fr. Hennepin was
captured, and taken north as a prisoner by the Indians. Sieur Du'Luth affected his release.

Records indicate, La Salle and his traders were active here, building fur warehouses like the one pictured here.

Later, Nicholas Perrot, in 1685, erected the French Fort 8t Nicholas a sheat distance above the juncticn of the
Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers. French. then British traders stored furs in this defensive outpost.
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Spanish troops came porth periodically, to capture and confiscale furs originating west of the river. Before one
of these raids, the British traders loaded all the good fur pelts into canoes, sending them to Mackinac, then
burning the remaining damaged turs and log fort.

1734, saw the first permanent settlers landing at Prairie du Chien; Jean Marie Cardinal his wife, and Mandan
Indian slave, Cola. Cardinal was a hunter, trappsr, and tur trader. Buftalo, tording the civer, delayed their canoe
landing.

Seldom do we thiok of the Revolutionary War evidencing itself mn this area. Yet, Cardimal was killed mn 1780
defending 5t. Louis, as a British expeditionary force trom Prairie du Chien attacked. Cardinal fourntain and
Cardinal Avenve in St. Lows are reminders of this gentleman.

Mes. Cardinal established an vnigue niche for herself on the frontier. She was a vital woman who at the tender
age of 120 years married a third husband. When I read of the Weaker Sex, I stop and wonder.

The Wisconsin Historical Cellection is aot all dry reading for Brisboms' Recollections tell of the laughs in Praicie
du Chien around 1820, when the 120 year old bride kicked her husband out of bed and home three days after
their blissful union.

And who was her third husband? None other than Joseph Crelie. Joseph must have been impressed with his
wife's mastery of age for we later find Crelie honized during the Civil War period tor reacling the venerable age
of 140). Some contemporary newspapers refer to him as "the oldest in the world.”

In 1766, Johnathon Carver came to this settlement via the Fur Trade Route, We can thank Carver for, officially
christening us Prairie du Chien. Cartographers soon added our name to their maps. Morgover. Carver's
reduondant spelling of Mississippa alse proved the accepted form.

I the Register of Deeds Ofhice of the Crawford County courthouse 1s recorded one of the most famous land
claims in Ametica. Two Nadowessi Indian chiefs attested to the grant with their pictegraphic signatures, the
SNAKE. and the TURTLE. They conveyed 12,000 square miles of land in northwestern Wisconsin to Carver.

1781, saw Michael Brisbois at Mackinac witnessing a Trenaty whereby Prairie du Chien residents purchased nine
square miles of this Prairie du Chien, where he and his family would grow to prominence. 1believe we have
Michael 1o thank for the accepted meaning of the Mississippi River. He translated the Indian-name, MISL to
mean Great and, SIS, into Eiver,

Wisconsin is another Indian name. with a host of interpretations, but here. too Michag| Brisbois' translation
“(athering of the Water” had proved the accepted translation.

Since 1837, Michael has slept in a subterranzan, vaulted crypt of stone with marble topped tomb ¢xposed high
atop Mt. Pleasant overlooking the city of Praire du Chien. Legends tell that he chose this location o that he
might look down oo lis teade rivals, Rolette and Dousnyan.

Often, historians raise a lot of dust which takes time 1o settle. I canthink of the Crawford-Richland County
historian Buttarfizld who in about 1886, dropped a verbal bombshell here. Butterfield, claimed that the
locations which local residents considered earthworks of Fort 5t Micholas were actually Indian mounds. My,
My, did he raise a stink!
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Judge Lockwood. Judge Brunson, Horace Beacly, and a lwost others were joined by Lyman Deaper to pile up an
almost incontestable array of data. Mr. Draper became so irate that he forbid Butterficld and his family from
gver setting foot inside his samstum, the Society's headquarters. To assure performance, Draper prepared a
written adict for staff guidance. The dust finally settled when Dr. Lord allowed a descendent to enter the Grand
OMd Lady of State Street just a few years ago. Transition of our FrenchiCanadian population from British to
Amercan role was trymg and ofien exasperating. Strong pressures fron both sides were exerted.

Young Joseph Roletts 15 a representative of the early fur trade anstocracy. Bom in Praine du Chien, Joe i now
idolized by Minnesota residents for saving their capital in St. Paul, by absconding with the bill passed by the
Minnesota Territorial legislature If he had not done so the capital would have been moved to St. Peter.

Everyone slhould know that the Rolette family and the Brisbois family wete neiglibors.

During the War of 1812, Michael Brisbois, Jr. wanted a better view of the British attack on the Ainerican Fon
Shelby. Young Michael climbed atop a wooden fence in front of his home and while he did so0 a whistling bullet
was fired between his legs. Thas bullet lodged in his home.

The shot came from a ritle on the American gunboat guarding the river side of the fort.

Following the War, Michel Brisbois Sr., was charged with treason and sent to St. Louis. Thomas Benton is
thought to have gamed his release.

Let us next listen to a conversation at the Julien Dubugue bome in Praice du Chien, as be 15 pouring glasses of
wine tor s friends. Dubuque raises his glass to toast those present, for they have previously visuahized for him
the possibilities of lead mining on the Upper Mississippi.

On this memorable evening of September 1788, Julien Dubugue, fur trader is celebrating the successful
negohation of a Treaty with the Fox Indians, whereby this day, in Praitie du Chaen, he purchased 99 square
miles, of what is now, Iowa land botdering the Mississippi tivet, including the Peosia Lead Mines.

I seeking Spanish confirmation of his claim, Dubugue diplomatically called bis teact "The Mioes of Spain.™
Basil Giard, another Prairie du Chien resident, alse held a Spanish claim across the river from this site.

Little Cloud, as Dubuque was called by the Indians, was ingenious. Once, he magically set a river on fire to
gain his point with the Fox Indians, It seems, the Indians persistently refused to meet one of Dubugue's
demands. So. he had a confederate empty a barrel of turpenting on the Catfish Creck, above the bend. As. the
Liguid floated past the Indian village, Dubugue set the river on fire. The Indians marveled and hastenad to grant
Dubugue's request. Then thear friend Litile Cloud as though by his will, extinguished the fire

Following the Louiziana Purchase, Lieutenant Pike headad a government expedition on the Upper Mississipp.
He and his patty camped at Prairie du Chien. Here, Pike raised the Ametican flag at an eatly date over
Wisconsin soil in the yvear 1803,

The War of 1812, left a deep impress on the Prairie du Chizn area for both the British and Americans realized
the strategic value of this fur trade center. The Americans constructed Fort Shelby on the present Villa grounds.

This frontizr painting by the British Captain Bulger may well be the carliest painting made on Wisconsin soil.
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Hardly was Fort Shelby completed than a British force with Indian allies, appeared and captured the weakly
defended post. The fort was renamed Fort McKay in honor of the British commander. This honor irked
Captain Anderson, who directed the attack with Anderson insisting Colonzl Mckay was drunk at the time.

With the Treaty of Ghent ending the war, this arca reverted to the Americans. The British evacuated. Either
they burned the stockade oo leaving or a phenomenal meteorological storm tived the font.

Which explanation 1 correct, may never be known,

This appears to have been the only battle of the War of 1812, fought on Wisconsin soil. Next year marks the
150th Anniversary this futile war.

The Americans constructed a new fortification at the same location calling if Fort Crawford in honor of
Secretary of Wat.

Feundation outlines of this fort showing fireplace locations, as well as the dungecn, can still be seen.

Iluminating ovur past is the Great Treaty of Prairie du Chien in 1823, when approximately 6.000 Indians
gathered here. Although, several other Indian freaty meetings were held here this conclave appears to have been
the largest Indian treaty meeting ever held in America.

JO. Lewis, a government artist was present to paint the scene and the colorful Indian chiefs attending. The
glum looks on the Indians that Lewss pamted is explamed by the fact that Governor Cass aided by Temperance
Society members, bashed in the heads of the Liquor casks before the eves of the awed and bewildered Indians.
Seeing the precious <lixir wasted and soaking into the ground erased any Indian smiles which may have existed.

This 1actic is not recommended in Dale Camegie's book "How to Make Friends and Influence People.”

D, William Beauwmont artived m 1829, at Fort Crawford. Scon fur traders located and returned with Alexis St
Martin so the doctor could pursue his experiments. Voyageur St. Martin was truly embarrassed for he didn't like
being laughed at as a “Queer”, with a plastic rubber tube and medical paraphernalia hanging ol fiom the
opening in his side.

Please let me be like other normal pezople, mirrored his thoughts.

I wish 1 had the time to tell you about the river packets, lumbering, lead minng, agrnculivre, or even pearling
and the button days.

Then there are the frontier artists, ke Peter Rindisbacher, 1.0, Lewis, Henry Lewis, Seth Eastman, George
Catlin, as well as panorama painters of the Mississippi, which deserve more time attention, than can be allotted
today.

Colorful figures strode our town, Te mention a tew; such as Zachary Tavlor and the Gennan recruit, who felled
the commandant with his fists on the parade pround for "wooling™ his ears when he failed to obey a command.
When "Old Rough & Ready" leamed the recruit didn't understand English, Colonel Tavlor apologized and
commended the soldier’s spirit.

Lizutenant Anderson modestly served here, in those days. Later his good judgment and stubborn defense at
Fort Sumnter gained him acclaim as the Civil War opened.



The Red Bird Incident or Gagnier Massacre on this prairie which sparked the Winnebago War, is a story by
itselt. The eleven month old baby shown under the bed, was scalped, and had a silver dollar pounded out into a
skull plate, lived, raising a large family. A large group of her dascendants live in this community.

Better known is the colorful Chief Blackhawk: and the War he precipitated. tryig to preserve for his people.
their homes and sacred graves.

Neither Blackhawk's tighting resistance or Keoknk's cooperation with the Amencans, would save their lands,

Migerable m defeat, Blackhawk reflected..." There are more whites, than the leaves on the trees. They had to
Wm."

Ur, perhaps, you would enjoy leaming more of the thrilling romance of Jefferson Davis and Kooxie Taylor,
which enlivenad frontier life. Here was true love and irresistible force meeting parental interference and an
immovable ohject.

Jeft Davis was intent on challenging Zachary Taylor. his commandant to a duel. Fortunately, more sober
nmundad officers 1alked the impetucus Davis owt of his rash threat.

I have long sought a vouthivl picture of Jeft Davis. Only recently I bad the good fortune to receive this
excellent portrait from Jeff Davis' great, great grandson. a friend of mine in Colorado Springs. The painting
hangs in therr home.

Mot well know is a claim that Jeff Davis swore Abraham Lincoln into the army at Dixon's Ferry. during the
Blacklbawk War, Neither realized that they would later face each other as heads of rival government during the
Civil War.

Indian legends abound. near bhere. A short drive north, along the river and you are at Winnishiek's BlufT at De
Soto, said to be the resting place of Hiawatha immortalized by Longfellow in his poem.

Here you can study people who fashiened Wisconsin., To and from here the Great River carried people who
guided ovur nation 10 its destiny, Here also may be found the lighter hearted who laughed and teasted on the
fruits of nature.

If we will but learn to know these fashioning artists better they can enrich our hives,

Thank vou.

MMIDyrodme June 20-1%61
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THE MISSISSIPPI QUEEN

This new steel hulled steamboat is a veritable floating palace. It is a sister of the Della Queen, and like her is a stermwheeler in the
Tradiiion of the old riverboals
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PACKET ALAMAKEE 1899
Built by Col, Hercules L. Dousman for the Milwaukee & Mississippi RR Co., and lannched in 1859, the steamer Alamakee was a
magnificent fermyboat used to transfer passengers and freight across the river from Prairie du Chien. Wisconsin to McGregor. lowa.

The Milwaukee & Mississippi RR Co.. reached Prairie du Chien in 1837, In 1863 the McGregor and Weslern began ils 25 mile run
inlanmc. Al first freight was transferred to steamers For trans-Mississippn shipment. Then came Lawler “Transfer Barges™, constnucted
and fitted with railway tracks, Cars were run onto the barges, then taken in tow by the Alamakee. Two barges were hauled at one
time; one on either side of the steamer  This svstem was used for mil (ransportation across the river umtil 1873, when Lawler & Spetel
devised the pontoon bridge.
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An Amesrican beaver, with a beaver dam and lodge in the

hackground. It was the skin of this animal—along with the

skins of other fur-bearing animals—which served to attract

the first white men into the Great Lakes region. This ve-

sulted in the cxploration, and finally in the settlement, of the
couniry by white men.
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MARQUETTE'S CANOE IN & WAFID,
BIRCH-BARK DRAWINGS BY MARQUETTE.
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TIE VIRGINIA IN 1821
This is the first steamboat to come as far up the river as Prairie du Chien

Deseription of the "Virginia" taken from the Niles' Register, Vol. XXV, pp.94,95; Measurements from the Permanent
Enrolment No 92 December 21,1822 Collector ol Customs Office at New Orleans.

Built at Wheeling. Virginia. in 1819.the "Virginia" was a small sternwheeler of 109.32 tons. owned by Redick McKee.
James Pemberton. and seven others.

She was 118 feet long. 18 feet 10 inches beam. and her depth was 5 feet 2 inches. She had a small cabin on deck but no
pilothouse, being guided by a tiller at the stern. James Pemberton acted as master oceasionally, and John Crawford. it
seems, held the official position of captain

Travelers portaging
{Painting by 1. Lindberg)
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Believe image is that of Michael (Michel) Brisbois 1759-1837
Fur trader. merchant, helped found permanent settlement in Prairie du Chien in1781
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Brisbois Graves
On Mount Pleasant overlooking the Mississippi River, Prairie du Chien
Said: “Glad 1o look down on rivals Rolette and Dousman

- s W

Giraves 1925
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Joseph Rolette
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Joe Rolette. Jr.
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THE ROMANCE OF JEFF DAVIS AND KNOXIE TAYLOR

While a century of time has obliterated many moneer events, there still lingers a haunting and refreshung
memory, TheFomance of Jefferson Dawiz and Sarah Knox Taylor, This imtnottal love story, embroidered wath
a wealth of legends, had its setting on the upper Wizaizzsipp: [Eiz titmely and approprate for us to recall thiz
affair az hononng the Centenmal of the Ciwil War,

Feminders of this romance cometo me as I open my front door in Praine du Chien and gaze at the picturezque
site of the Taylor home which once stood across the street. At dusk, [ sometimes thinds [ see the aristocratic
Jefterson Davis wallang down the wade, bricked, carnage lane to call on Sarah Knox Taylor

Zachary Taylor's House
aireg 1240
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Zachary Taylor’s home in Prairie du Chien, 500 Block of Beaumont Road
Building has been torn down since this 1960 photo in order to build a parking lot adjacent to the community facility

Looking to my left I still see the Hospital Section of the 2nd Fort Crawford where JefT Davis consulted his
doctor the famous army surgeon Dr. William Beaumont. This building now houses the Museum of Medical

Progress.




A half' block to the right is the UL S Military Cemetery with a bronze plague memorializing Lieutenant
Jefferson Davis in front of the sate.
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Fort Crawford Military Cemetery
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were buried from 1832 to 1849, on an Indian mound in the block on South Church Street

[ recall the United Daughters of the Confederacy, who journeyed north to place this maker honoring their native
son. Then, it was my privilege to give the dedicatory address and my pleasure to visit with Jefferson Davis'
great great grandson and his fine family. For years | have sought a picture of Jeff Davis as a voung man. Alll
could find were older pictures. Then, to my delight, this Davis® heir sent me a copy of a portrait painting

which hangs in their home in Colorado Springs.
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First, let us recall the early life of Jeff Dravis, and a Little Later we will meet Knox Taylor.

On the third day of a Kentucky June 1808, the wife of Samuel Emory Davis presented ber husband with a fifth
son and tenth child. Their bome was a log cabin on a farm in Todd County. Samuel called his last boy Jetferson
for the comtemporary President of the United States whom he strongly admired.

Singe the ¢ldest son Joseph was twenty-three, it seemed vnlikely that Jane Davis would ever bear another chald.
Perhaps. for this reason the mother suggested the bhaby Jefferson be given FINIS for a middle name.

When Jeff was two the fanuly moved to Mississippr, bul he was to return at an eacly age for grade school and
then attend Transyvlvania University at Lexington. Father Samuel successfully arranged a West Point
appontment althougl Jeff had planned a law carger.

A companion at West Pomnt was Robert E. Lee, who would later cast glory on Davis' adnanistration and prove a
friend, ever loyal cooperative consoling and admiring. His friends included J.E. and Albert Sidney Johnston.,
Poll, Henry Clay Jr., and Robert Anderson whose unhappy destiny it would be to conunand Fort Sumter.

Graduating at barely twenty vears of age he was 23rd in a class of thirty-three. Jeff's high spirits, fun loving
naturz and independent temperament did not make tor a perfect record like the exemplary Robert E. Leg, who
got only one black mark in four years.

At the time of graduation there was little in lus Academy record to foretell that Jetferson Davis was destined to
play an extraordinary role in American history, But, in personality he was outstanding. Discipline instilled at
the Academy helped give him a sovercign self-control useful in later vears when be was all but overwhelmed by
utterinost tragedy.

Reporting for duty at Fort Crawtord in Prawis du Chien, Wisconsin, his first task was lumberng for an
expansion to the fort. Later in the fall he headed a scouting assignment to Simsinawa Mound where he
surprizingly met lns Transylvania schoolmate George Wallace Jones, afterwards a loval friend general and US,
Senator from Iewa. [ have wondered if this could be relative of our genial Colonel Supt.?

During a tour of duiy near the portage at Forl Winnebago, bhe grew fond of an erphan Indian boy "The Otter”
because of his skill in diving after fish. From the prow of his canoe he would hurl his spear at a fish and dive
into the water and seize the injured prey with his hands. The lisotenant admired the boy's pluck and
independence. Jeff enjoved buying him raisins and other treats.

At this time Davis had a horse "Red Bird” named after the noted warrior shown here, whose surrender in 1827

ended the Winnehago War. giving settlers enough security to move in and about the lead mines of Galena.
Ihnos.

In 1831, Licutenant Davis was recalled to Fort Crawtord and ordered to construct a sawmill on the Yellow River
in Iowa, Making friends with the neighboring Indians they affectionately called him “"Little Chief” becanse of
his youth. The frontier artist 1. .Lewis painted this squaw and her papoose about that tune.
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Pushing for early completion of his project in the bitter cold and fall rains, Davis contracted a virulent case of
pneumonia. Only by the constant attention of lis body servant, James Pemberton did Davis survive. After his
near-fatal illness, Jeff Davis had repeated seizures of facial neuralgia, which would render him literally blind
with pain. Thus affliction would devil him later at entical times demanding mementous decisions.

His next major assigninent was an aggravaling squatter situation at the Dubugue lead mines. This Henry Lewis
painting, not many veats later, shows the fast growth immediately following the end of the Blackhawk War.
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Lieutenant Davis proved himself an able diplomat handling a tense mob which had baffled previous officers.

Not a drop of blood was shed, not a blow struck. Even the squatters were satisfied, for Davig' promises came
tre, ag they repossessed their houses and claims, at the concligion of a freaty. Many people associate Davis

with the military road between Fort Crawford and Fort Winnebago.

Dubuque, Iowa
A long time sife of lead mining, in the 1840 Dubugue was a commercial center along the upper Missiszippl River. Artist Henry Lewis
gketched and painted scenes along the npper Mississippi Biver bebareen 18246 and 1848,

In 1832, Colonel Zachary Taylor commandant at Fort Crawford made Lientenant Davis his aide. They had

mich in commor., both being farmer-soldiers, and got on splendidly for some time, As an aide, Lientenant
Davis was punctual and efficient. During off time, Davis was voracions reader. Still he found time to be an
attractive asset in post society.

When Jeft Davis left Fort Crawford on March 26,1832, to wisit his family in Misgissippi. he little realized thata
cunning Indian would cut short hus stay,
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GEMERAL TAYLORS PLANTATION.

Eleven days later, Blackhawk made his forbidden crossing of the Mississippi River into Hlinois. Davis was
ordered back. Alegend tells of Lientenant Davis reporting at Dixon's Ferry swearing in Captain Abraham

Lincoln of the Olineis militia who many called "The Rail Splitter” had called him into service. Facls are ot
available to confirm this legend.

Abe Lincoln

Records do show Lientenant Davis present at Fort Crawford, when Chief Blackhawlk surrendered. Dawis was
chosen to conduct Blackhawl: to Tefferzon Barracks located mine miles south of St. Lows. From here, the
prisoner wollld be taken east, for imprisonment at Fortress Monroe. Neat even Davig® wildest dreams warned of

the avalanche of fiture events which would carry him to a similar fate. For, some years later, he too, would be a
prisoner. manacled in Fortress Monroe,
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Blackhawk left an interesting appraisal of Lieutenant Davis "The young war chief treated us with much
kindness he is a good. brave, young chief with whose conduet | am well pleased.

When the twenty-four year old Lieutenant Jefferson Davis returned to Fort Crawford his fascination for the
bright eyes of Colonel Taylor's 2nd daughter blossomed into a romance. This picture suggests the voung lady,
Sarah Knox Tavlor eighteen had recently returned from Pickett's School in Cincinnati. She was gay and
charming. Her figure was slim. her hands and feet petite. Crowning her head was a mass of brown. wavy hair,
which she parted in the eenter. and divided into four graceful curls. which hung to her bosom. "She had her
father's splendid hazel eyes and strong teeth and her mother's domestic traits and amiability. Sarah Knox was an
accomplished dancer and said to be the best in Kentucky. charming and witty in conversation. Composed, self-
reliant, and with a flair of independence she would later choose a life dilferent from that planned by her parents.

What splendid match, Knox sparkling. lovely, and lovable, beauxed by her tall, slender and distinguished
lieutenant. who stood straight as an arrow. Background. education and similar likes rushed their companionship

into a deep love and early engagement.

This is a soldiers sketch of "Old Rough and Ready" Zach Tavlor during the Mexican war.

‘BRICADTER SEMEnAY . TAYLOH,
Pl S Erw B rE | PRI e el Bl CRANGE
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When Jell spoke to his chiel of the hope of marrying his daughter some day. he found that Colonel Taylor
frowned on the union. To close friends, he spouted, "l will be damned if another daughter of mine shall marry
into the army." Roaring. he continued, "I know enough of the family life of officers. 1 scarcely know my own
children. or they me. | have no personal objection to Licutenant Davis."

His eldest daughter. Ann, had married Dr. Robert Wood, and army surgeon. and had recently borne a baby in
most primitive surroundings at remote Fort Snelling in Minnesota, pictured here. He was too painfully aware of
the wretched life. his own wile had led, moving from frontier post to frontier post, with few amenities. and
suffering tortures of anxiety when he was absent fighting.
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Jetferson realized there was considerable truth in the Colonel's contention about the trials of army wives.
Besides, since he had no private means, a 2nd Lisutenant's pay was barely enough to keep a single man and his
body servant. Buthe had not the slightest intention of giving up Sarah Enox. Biding his time, he continued to
court her Parental objection to the match only made the attachment stronger.

Tetf and Encx's meetings brought an ultimatum, barmng Davis from the commandant's home. But, the romance
thnved in spite of the handicaps. Sub-rosameetings were held The situation was tense, Davis considered
challenging his commandant to a duel but gave up the 1dea

Mo doubt, the couple considered eloping, as legendary stories go. The thrilling, romantic elopement of Zarah
Enox Taylor, climbing through her bedroom window into the waiting arms of Jeff Dawvis has been told many
times. How they tock a steamboat down river and were married. The best authenticated information shows
however, that they would be marned later in Eentucky, at the home of her aunt. On March 4, 1833, Davis was
promoted to a First Lieutenancy in the 1st Eegiment of Drageon under General Henry Dodge, and left for
Arlansas. Dodgewille, Wisconsin talkes its name from this ploneer lead miner and soldier shown here.

Henry Diodge

In that exciting vear of 1832, in which he met his first lowe, Jefferson faced another decision; whether he should
obey a Federal command, or be true to what he regarded as the sacred constitutional principle of liberty and
states Eights.

mouth Carolina was seriously threatening to "nullify" a taniff, protecting Mew England industries. John C
Calhoun's famous "Exzposition” argued that (1) The taniff was ruinous to the South, (27 "Protection” for privately
owned industry was unconstitutional, and (2) Any State had a constitutional right peaceably to nullify the law
within her borders until Congress should be sustained by three-fourths of the states,

On Movember 24,1532 by a majonty of 126 to 26, South Carolina declared the tanff laws void in the state and
promised, armed resistance.  President Tackson wamed the South Carclinians that the laws would be enforced.
by bayonets if necessary. But at the same time, he urged Congress to make a further revision of the tanff.

Tefferson Dawis later wrote, in the troubled sunset of his career. "The compromise of 1833, prevented the
threatene d calamity and the sorrowtul 1s5ue State Sovereignty or Federal supremacy of independence or
submizsion.”

"By education, by assoctation and by preferenice I was a soldier, then regarding that profession as my vocation
for life. ¥et, locking at theissue squarely in the face, I chose the alternatve of abandoning my profession,
rather than be employed in the subjugation of coetcion of a State of the Thnion”
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Her then thirty years before the Civil War, was the ominous storm wariing, "The Ides of March® were casting
their shadows of coming events.

During Jeff's absence, Sarah Knox divided her time between Prairie du Chien and Kentucky relatives. One of
Knox's letters prompted Jeff to seck out a lonely and quizt spot, liks this one where he could better think
through his problems and shaee his thoughts with his love, In Jef's letter of December 16, 1834, we see his
thinking, as he wrote: "I have read vour letter kind dear letter. I have kissed it often and it bas driven away mad
notions from my brain.  Sarah, whatever I may be hereafter, neglect by you would be worse than nothing, And,
if the few good qualities I possess shall under your smiles, yeld fruit, it. shall be yours, as the gram is the
submersions.”

It has been a source of tegret with me, that our union must separate you fiom your earliest and best friends. 1
am prepared to aceept all that imtellect and dignified pade brngs.”

"The questions as it occurred to vou, is truly startling.  Your answer is the most gratifying to me: {it) is that
which I should have expected from you. For, you are the first with whom [ ever senght to cast my fortune, so
you are the last from whom I would expect desertion.”

"l approve entirely of a meeting elsewhere than in Prairie du Chien, and your desire to aveid embamrassment,
which might widen the breach made already {which) canmot be greater than my own.”

Shall we not meet soon, Sarah, to part no more?  Oh, I long to lay my head upon that breast, which beats in
unison with my own, 'Write to me immediately my dear Sarah, my betrothed no formality between us.
Adieu, ma chere.

IIJeﬂ1I

Parplexed, Jeff requested a forlough to talk evervthing over with his brother Jozeph. At Joseply's plantation
"Hurricane" Jeff bared his heant to his brother, confessing he could not see mnch future for an army officer.
Joseph told him if he wished to become a planter. he would give him some 1,800 acres of cleared land. from his
6,900 acre holding, and lend him the money to buy the needed slaves. Though Jeff had never farmed, he felt he
could learn with Joseph as a mentor, for he had been eminently suceessful.

Abowe all else. Jeft desired Sarah Knox. So, to provide a respectable living for her, he determined to resign
from the anmy and become a planter. With his plans formulated he left to join Sarah Knox at her aunt's home,
near Lovisville and arrange the marriage.

On the moming of her wedding day, Sarab Knox penned this loving letter to her mother, who remained with the
Colonel at Fort Crawford.

Louvisville, June 17, 1835

You will be surprised, no doubt, my dear nother, to hear of my being married 50 soon.  When [ wrote vou last,
I had no idea of leaving here before fall. but hearing the part of the country 1o which I am going is quite healthy,
I have concluded to po down this summer.

You will be surprised. no doubt, my dear mother, to hear of my being married so soon. When I wrote you last, |
had no idea of leaving here before fall. but hearing the part of the country to which I am going is quite healthy, I
have concluded to go down this sumnmer. [ will leave here this aftemeon at 4 o'clock. Will be married as you
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advised in my bonnet and traveling dress. Tam very grateful that sister Ann is here. At this time, having one
member of the family present, [ shall not feel entirely destitute of friends."

"But you, my dearest mother, I know still retain some feelirgs of affection for a child, who has bzen so
unfortunate, as to form a connection, without the sanction of her parents, but who will ahways feel the deepest
affection for them, whatever their feeling toward bher”

"Say to my dear father, 1 have received his kind, affectionate letter, and thank lam for the liberal supply of
money sent me. Sister will tell vou all that vou wish to know about me. I wall write as soon as I get down, and
as often as my mother may wish to hear trom me. And do, my kind ma, write. I send a bonnet by sister, the
best [ can get.  Farewell, my dear mather, give iy hest love to pa and Dick. Believe me alwavs vour
affectionate daughter.”

As Jeff armived for the wedding, be took Mrs, Gibson Taylor and Hancock Tavlor aside and told them of an
unexpected. last minute snag. On Jefferson Street in Louisville, as he was driving out ta his wedding, he had
been hailed by Pendleion Pope, the county clerk, who had issuved the license. Pope asked to see the paper again,
and Jeff. sitting in the buggy handed it down. To his consternation, the man declared 1t invalid. "I am
informed”. Pope stated cooly without rzading it. "that the yvoung lady is not of age and her father is intensaly
antagonistic to the marriage. Then, he tore the license to bits, dropping the pieces in the sireet and walked
away. Dreading a public scandal the indignant voung bridegroom restrained his fury and drove as fast as he
could to consult with Knox's famly,

While the wondering guests and the shaken brnde waited Hancock Taylor drove into Louisville with Jett' to force
the 1ss0e of the license, When Pope was located and he finally agreed to issue a new license if Hancock Taylor
would swear under oath that his niece was of age. This he did and they lefl, a new license in hand.

Knox's sister Ann and Taylor relatives were relieved when they returned and the Episcopal service began. The
bride wore the travehng suit and a small matching hat. The badegroom wore "long-tail cutaway coat, brocaded
waisteoat, breeches tight-fitting and held under the instep with a steap...”

Leaving by river packet, they leisurely made their way to Palmyra Island in the Mississippi to Brietfield, Davis'
plantation home. To Knox, who had spent so may of her years in frontier army posts. "Hurricane" had aspects
of an Eden. She seemed delighted with the daily routine and had no yeaming for town lite. Jetferson
mistrusted the fog from the Ferns, thought then to carry the contagion of malaria, and urged his bride to remain
indoors until the sun had dissolved the mist. Here on August 11th. Knox wrote her last known letter to:

"My Dearest Mother:

I have just recerved your atfectionate letter forwarded to me from Louisville. You may readily imagine, the
pleasurs it afforded me, to hear from you, [ can imagme, I see vou moving about, attending to vour domestic
concerns, down in the cellar skimming milk or going out to feed the chickens.

Tell Dick Thave a beautiful colt. Mr. Davis sends lus best respacts to you. Dhd you receive the letter he wrole
from St. Lovis? My love to Pa and Dick. Remember me most atfectionately to sister and Doc, Kiss the
childeen. Dxo not make yourself noneasy abowt me. the country is guite healthy.

Enox"

But, the country was NOT healthy as she thought, for already the Taylor's had lost two children at their
Louisiana plantation, nearby. Aleng with Jeff, at his sister’s home in Louisiana, they contracted malaria. Too
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sick. to be told of his wife's dangerous condinion, Jeff Davis heard her singing "Fairy Bells” a song linked with
the days, he had wooed and won her.

Crawling from his bed he stumbled into her room reaching her side to see her die unconscious in his embrace.
This was 153th day of September, less than three months after their wedding.

Broken hearted. the young hwsband was led back to his own bed. To his critical condition, was added. the
complication of a searing grief and a troubled conscience. If he had not persisted in marrying her, against her
father's objections; if, he had not brought ber to the Delta, Knox would now be alive, The physician and the
family feared Jeff would dic too. Weak as he was, however, he insisted that the funeral service be held in his
sickroom, Knox was buried in the tamily cemetery.

For a day or two JefP's life hung in the balance then a o tor the better. His recovery was slow., Shocked by
the loss of his Sarah, he shut himself into his library and read with rapid desperation to ward off despair. For
gight long years he remainad a recluse.

When he finally emerged from his white tower, we find a reborn Davis. Gone was the gay. lighthearted, witty.
dezbonair adventurer.  Now revealed was a cooler, more stoical gentleman. Ten vears of plantation life had
proved him a successful planter. At Bierfield, he developed a system thal was almost a medel in relations of
master and slaves. He gave the servant community a large measure of self-government, and left in its hands
an teresting jury system, the trial of all petty offenders.

Intellectually stimulated by vears of hard reading, toughened adversity there arose a wise and dvnamic leader,
Now Dame Fortune would smile for a while on Jefferson Davis, His feats in the Mexican War would gain hin
a hero's acclaim. His statesmanship as a U.S. Senator would merit admiration. As Secretary of War he was a
progressive, It was natural then that the South would later choose this resourceful champion of States Rights to
become the President of their Confederacy.

Even today, more than 100 years later, we still face the serious problem of states rights. We can learn much
from Davis as we seek to find that balance between States Rights and Federal Control.

We, on the upper Mississippi are proud of the days Jeffarson Davis spent with us. and the romantic nostalgia he
and Zarah Knox Taylor added to our American heritage. Thank you.

MIDvrud/me
Ang.2, 1961
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RINGLING BROS. and the CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM

Since Roman Days, the circus has brought entertainment to many people. Permanently etched m circus history
are lasting contributions spawned in the reaches of the Upper Mississippi.

Future historians may overlook Wisconsin as the "Mother of 76 Circuses" during the past 150 yvears. The oldest
Mabie's. a pionzer circus of 1847 origination at Delavan, Wisconsin. may warrant mention. But NO circus
history will ever be complete without recording the story of Ringling Bros. Circus, “The Greatest Show on
Earth". That it was in 1928, the Zenith of the Big Top. [ doubt if any fitture circus will ever equal the opulent
splendor of Ringling Bros. Barnum Bailey Combined Shows,

Too often in the past, we have tailed to recognize the valued contributions of close friends to our national
heritage. Thank goodness, this will not be trwe of the Tent Circus we loved o much for the Circus World
Museum at Baraboo, Wisconsin, is a treasure chest filled with tantalizing reminders from this nostalzgic era.
Preserved is the fantastic world of sawdust and sequins which delighted the children of all ages. This glittering,
laughing, exciting spectacle of exhilarating sensations, with lingering recollections.

While we all recognize the name Ringling Bros. Circus, few people are famaliar with the exciting story of how
the five Ringling brothers with their glossy-black walrus mustaches, rose to fame, fortune and leadership in the
circus world. In therr expetiences we can all find ways of making our hves more meaningtul and productive.

I will trace the story of the Ringling Brothers for vou. I feel qualified for it was my good fortune to have been
bom in Baraboo. As I grew up, | came to know most of the Ringling brothers and went to high school and
college with John Ringling North, now president of the circns. Now, each month I meet with the directors of
the Circus World Museumn to review progress and establish policies.

Wisconsin, lowa, Minnesota and [llinois have all contributed this success, in ong way or another.

Let us go back ons hundred vears and look in on the Ringling family, housad in a cottage tyvpe homes at
MeGrepgor. Towa, Here, four of the brothers were born. With their oldest brother Albert, called Al, we have the
"Famous Five”. The mother Marie Salotne, must have had her hands full managing these miniature dynamos.

The father, Augist Rimgling, of Alsatian extraction, was a harness maker and carriage teimmer attracted to this
busy river port by the long lines of horse-drawn wagons arriving sach day laden with wheat for river packers to
carry down river. At this time, raileoads were just beginning to stab their way wito the heartland of 1he world's
mwost fertile plain, lowa.

Scant was the entertainment for the industrious pioneer. They worked from dawn to dusk. Welcomed were the
visiting river packets disgorging mail passengers and freight along the riverbanks.

Excitement was rampant in mid 1570, anticipating arrival of Dan Rice's Show Boat Circus. At the riverbank in
the low hanging ¢arly morming fog were the Ringling bovs, Al the oldest had promised his mother to watch
over the vounger brothers. At last, the deep-throated, throbbing steambosat whistle signaled a landing.  Flaming,
ping torches lined the bow of the steamer, lighting a path towards shore,

Then the life lingering thrill of watching the gaily-painted wagons, sleek herses, jungles animals and performers
moving to shore across the wide gangplank. Beautiful percheron borses straned to move the heavily laden
wagons m the damp sand, as the show gear was hauled to the Lot in preparcation for the afternoon show,
Instinctively, the roustabouts brought order out of chaos.
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At noon the children ran for home, gobbled lunch and raced back. Clutched tightly in their fists was their
spending money, My what a thrill for the wids eved Ringling boys. That performance of Dan Rice's ong ring
circus must have been spectacular, for it motivated Al Ringling to run away from home with his friend Adler
and join the show boat circus, soon after.

History sometimes repeats itself. Twenty vears later, Adler' son Felix also ran away from home to join Ringling
Bros Circus at Clinton. He made a name for himself, for many people stll refer to Felix Adler as one of the
ereat clowns of all times.

In 1274, the Ringling fanuly resided at Prairie du Chien, where a sister Ida was borm.  She is important, as
niother of John Ringling Notth, who now owns contrel and heads the circus. At Prairie du Chien in those early
days. Al Ringhng trimmed camages, and in his spare time perfected juggling, rope walking, acrobatics and
hotse training.  During sumners he join wraveling shows. Later he managed and even produced show in
partnership with others.

The year 1882, looms large in Ringling history, as Al visit his family, then living in Baraboo, convincing his
brothers 1o join him in producing Ringling Bros. Classic & Comic Concert Co. This "Hall Show" made its tirst
stop at Mazonmanie, showing in the Town Hall. Receipts $13.00, expenses $25.00. They moved on to Spring
Green, Prairie du Chien, and McGregor Iowa, After two months tour in lowa and Minnesota, they returned to
Wisconsin, ending the season at Viroqua on February 27, 1883, The brothers were no richer, but much wiser.

In 1883, Al Ringling changed from a "Hall Show" to a "Mud-Show" Traveling in nine wagons, hMoreover, he
convinced Yankee Robinson, the veteran circus manager to join themy. Thev had only one caged animal, a sad.
moth-eaten hvena, hardly living up it's billing as a "Ferocious, Man-Eating Jungle Beast”. Twenty-one people
rounded out the caravan, With vouthful vigor they braved prolonged spells of rainy weather and mud roads,
until sunshine made going easier and profis returned, proving Yaukee Robinson's prediction that the Ringling
Bros, were on their way to success,

Al Ringling, the oldest brother was gifted with a pleasant, cheerful personality. Patiently, he steered each
brother toward his responsibility, fashicning an efficient organization with selfless devolion to the finure
success of Ringling Bros. Circus.

Circus performers admired "Uncle Al" who set the pace. never asking others to do more than he was will to do
himself.

Al married Lovise Morris during the "Mud Show days". She confirmed the saying "Behind every Great hMan.
stands a Great Woman, Mrs. Al would sacnfice anvthing for her husband and his circvs. She made costumes,
cooked for all hands, acted as adviser and house-mother to the female performers. She became the first
equestrienne. (Female performer on horseback.) During a shortage of wagon drivers she once drove a four-
horse hitch for four dayvs, When necessity arose, she even did some snake charmung,

In 18390, the brothers changed their circus onee more this time to an eighteen-car railroad cirevs. This
improvement was feasible following the adoption of standard gauge tracks, allowing cars to transfer from ong
railroad line to another.

A spirited rivalry developed with the Great Wallace Shows, John Robinson's Ten Big Shows, Buffalo Bill's Wild
West, and the Four Szlls Brothers. Competitors scomfully called Ringling's the Sunday School Circus, when
they drove pickpockets and samblers away. In time, the Ringling's were admired for cleaning up their circus.
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When Ringling Bros. decided in 1895 to show in the sast, P'T. Barnum bought inte Buffalo Bill's Wild West,
routing this show into the same area hoping to zap their profits. Surmounting normal hazards and overcoming
stiff competition, the Ringlings continued to expand and perfect operating technique.

With the death of P.T. Barnwm in 1207, the Ringlings capitalized on the opportunity, purchasing Barnum &
Bailey's Show for $410,000. Running this circus separately from their own. they paid for it out of profits the
first vear, Now, the Ringling Bros. owned America's two largest circuses,

My circus interest stems trom childhood associations in Baraboo, We lived across the street trom Al Ringling.
Certain of their horse acts were trained in our buggy sheds. Mr. Al was thonghtful and gave me Canadian
money for my coin collection. Mrs. Al was an attractive lady, a good friend of my mothet's. I still remember
Mes. Al's parrot, Polly, who would pick up Mrs. Al's chant, when she called her husband for lunch.

When I was young we didn't play cowboys and Indians in grade school as so many youngsters do today. We
had Circus Fever. It was only natural, for we lived and breathed circus life

Hearing that the Ringling Bros. had once put on a Penny Circus next to the jail, we decided to repeat part of
their success story. Our gang decided that our circus would show the following Saturday. We would have our
own parade and make a lot money. It seems strange nows, but I still can remember the thought of the pennies
rolling m o fast we could easily buy all the cookies and ice cream in Baraboo,

We would set up on the vacant Lot next to Grotesqueries. First we must collect empty wooden boxes and orange
crates to use as animal cages. Wooden cleats nalled over the open ends would serve as bars. Rugs draped over
the tops would give the color and decoration we needed. There were plenty of pets, dogs. cats, rabbits, guinza
pigs, and birds for display, [f, we all brought our coaster wagons, we could put on a big parade. Harlan wounld
have his Mo make pink lemonade. This we would sell for 3 cents a glass and we should make a § here.
Henrv's pony would lead the parade and performi. Curt's dog was clever and he could do a lot of tricks., We
would borrow chairs from the neighbors not their dining room chairs.  The kitchen chairs would be OK. Bill
had some black paint and Jerry had a sheet he could get. So, the Saturday Circus sesemed almost complete. Of
course we would wear crazy clothes 1o assure success.

Almost too quickly the Saturday afternoon arrived, following a feverish half-week of brain storming. gathering
equipment, building cages, improvising tents and running home for supplies. The parade was late and I regret
to say disappointing. Sure people looked quizzically, but they did not follow us hack to the circus lot. Only a
few stragglers appearsd. A quick mecting of the carcus ¢luets pointed up the difhiculty. We needed Wild
animals not the peaceful sleeping ones in our cages. High-powered executives make quick decisions. and we
wasted no time. The Von Wald bovs (sorta hangers-on) were elected to get into the large cages and act as wild
Lions and jungle tigers, They halt agreed and before they could change their minds they were wild ammals
nailed into their cages. At first, I didn't think they were too good. Their high-pitched voices didn't match the
deep-throated roar of the lion or snarl of the tiger. Later, we even considered releazing them for they hardly
howled or growled. As a mattet of fact, we were disgusted. Then one of the Von Wald boys caught the
inspiration of the circus and clawed the bars and gave wild sounds. Here were the actions we wanted, Now we
had wild lions and jungle tigers. The longer they were caged the fiercer they acted. Now that they had risen 1o
the occasion, we would have a good show. We proudly delegated an animal trainer to watch their cages with a
hammer, pounding their bars as they 1tied to force their way cut. Now the show was a success.
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But, fortune is o, so fickle. Who should arrive but Papa and Mama Von Wald to see our spectacular? With
innocence and pride we escorted them to the stellar attraction: the roaring lion from untamed Africa and the
terrible Bengal tiger from Ceylon. THAT was our undoing.

We had always thought Old Man Yon Wald a good guv. But, for some reason he got sore at us. He threatened
to call the Chaef of Police and tell our parents we were mastreating his kids, and mind you, sa1d be would even
tear down our whole circus. Papa Von Wald in his rage was very nasty and wouldn't listen to our Circus chiefs
explam. When Mama Von Wald cried, we decided to let their two boys go.

This disaster snuffied out the Saturday Circus, considered by a select group of Baraboo boys to be the Greatest
Show of All Tumes. For vears we couldn't understand why O1d Man and Mama Von Wald never liked us,
Shakespete says, "There is a time and tide in the affairs of man, which if taken a1 the flood tide, leads on to
fame and fortune." I regret to report the time and tide were not on our side. That ended the Saturday Circus.
pethaps one of the most unusual shows on earth.

sSull circus activities enchanted me. Each day, I would cot through the alley to Gollmar's blacksmith shop and
watch them tire wagons or shoe horses. It was thrilling to watch the smithy heating the steel rims of a wheel in
his forge, place the glowing metal over the wood rim and spokes. The wood would smolder and often catch fire
befors the wheel could be doused in water to shrink the metal rim tightly on the weod.

Next, [ would cross the street into Moeller's Wagon Worlis. They built the huge, gaudy cireus wagons, Made
mostly of cak. they looked almost indestructible, When the rococo trim was applizd and the gilt and bright
paint added, these wagons seemed come alive stirring emotions of adventure within me.

When friends and relatives came for weekend visits, I was thrilled for then tather usually obtained passes to the
witter quarters down by the river. Off we went to a row of low brick buildings housing the animals, Opening
one of the wide doors, we saw snow-white polar bears leisurely pacing their dens. They seemed out of place
with the stilt legged girattes austerely turming their heads hagh atop two-story necks at the other end of this
building. No wonder giraffes eat leaves from trees, for eating off the ground required spreading their front feet
in an awkward splayed stance. This building also included rearing pens for the playful baby lions and tigers,
fed by the veterinarian.

After this came the Cat House where the lions, lcopards and panthers glided in noiseless grace. Most were
serene, stretched out resting on their shelves. What a sight at feeding time. as the caretakers forked big slabs of
horse meat through slots below the bars. Snarling, howling and with vicious looks, food had reactivated their
jungle mstinets, It was well to stay well clear of these gates. A bmlding extension hovsed the mamunoth
hippopotamus and the fierce rhinoceros. armed by nature with a ram head tusk below the ¢yes. As we walked
the narrow isle separating these powertol creatures I teared they might easily crish the sides of the runway if
disturbed.

Then to the Elephant Bam, a huge building with thick walls to view the ponderous pachyderms, tethered by leg
chains around the walls, a huge pile of hay it the centet. Their bodies swayed in slow jungle riythin, theit long
trunks were ever active reaching for hay or siphoning water. At times, they would suck in water and with a
swing of their huge trunk pive themselves a shower bath. How weird the sound of these trumpeting beasts.
How peculiar the pungent musty smell which permeated our clothes for several hours.

Omne summer the traveling circus returned with a wild bull elephant, which was staked out in the open at the rear
of this barn. As [ watched an adventurous plumber offer food a keeper rushed up warning vs back, telling that
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this elephant was wild and dangercus during the mating season so, stay away, for he was unpredictable and
mught easily kill, even a friendly person.

Many other sights filled our tour, the camel barns, the wardrobe department, the hotel. the car barns, and paint

shops.

In 1919, Ringling Bros. Bamum Bailey show was combined into the Greatest Show on Earth. Street parades
were discontinned, a necessary time-conservation measure for such a large show, still regrettable omission for
circus fans,

1928 is considerad the apogee, the peak. or greatest height reached by the Big Top Circis. So, let 1s examine
this monstrous complex al closer tange. The crew LODU or mote employees ranging from the "razor-backs”
unloading raileoad cars to talented aenalists like Lillian Leitzel pertforomng high overhead with fanliless grace.
Here was curious mixture of jungle natives, wild animals, rough rounstabouts and talented performers. It was as
explosive a mixture as anything Nobel ever cooked up it his dynamite days. Rigorous discipline was essential
to this delicately timed operation. In spite of the unexpected... The Show Must Go On.

The logistics of the circus, by that I mean the science of hbaving men and materials at the right place at the right
time, had reached a perfection attracting foreign amy observers in rotating groups, to leam and copy the
technique.

Cme hundred and cighty special-built railroad cars moved the show in four sections.

THE FIRST SECTTON: pulled out of town at 3 AM and set up first on the Lot. at the next city. Included was
the Layowut Dept., Side Shows, the Cook House and the Cook Tent. In the cook tent were seats for 1,500 people
and 5,000 meals conld be served daily,

THE SECOND SECTIONS: cameé next with the Big Top, Canvas Dept., the personnel, Rigging, Tronks and
Baggage. Fifty tents were erected besides the Big Top. Most spectacular of course was the Big Top., 30 tons of
canvas forming a sprawling tent 510 ft. long and 210 ft. wide, accommodating 16,000 patrons. Long center
poles, tall as the mast on a clipper ship supported the sky canvas.

Next train arriving was the THIRD SECTION: carrying the Grand Stand (called Bibles) for they folded like
the Big Book. Here were seats for 12,0000, Lights, wardrobe and aftendant personnel. completed the load.

Last to reach town was the FOURTH SECTION: consisting of Rings, Stock, Elephants, 1,000 wild animals,
together with the performers and staff. Coupled to this train was usually a private car for the Ringling brothers
manager. On a nearby flatcar was his Rolls Royee aumtomobile.

All this equipment would be transterred to the LOT, as the show area is called. Parking space tor 3,000 cars,
plus 15 acres of land was necessary.

Iutriguing to me has always been the Back Yard, the rear of the circus Lot. Actually it was a small, semu-
nmwbile, self-contained town complete with bank, store, dining rooms, barbershop, lawyer, doctor, detective, and
even a blacksmith.

Out front by the Side Show Bannerline, pitchmen lured all ages to the notable collection of Freaks, the Tall
Man, The Skeleton, Bearded Ladies, Sword Swallowers, Snake Charmers, an. a host of other captivating
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attractions. Peanuts, popcorn., chewing gum, pop and cotton candy were there too, to fill the bottomless pits of
youngsters and case the hunger of the older set who may have eaten a light lunch.

Moving toward the Main Entrance, a stop at the Ticket Wagon, then past the Ducat Grabbers as the tickeat-sellers
and door tenders are called. Then on to the menagerie with strange animals from remote corners of the globe.

Roaring lions. barking seals, and trumpeting elephants provided a weird musical accompaniment while
watchmyg the antics of the monkeys or viewing the termitving gorilla Gargantua,

On we walked through the connection 10 the Big Top. Reserved seats occupied all the good viewing section, so
it seemed best a buy a reserved seat. The band directed by Merle Evans, gave a spirited recital. Soon, the
anncuncer called out i lias eich, sonorous voace: “Ladies and Gentlemen, The Greatest. Show on Eanh
welcomes vou, and 15 proud to present...” The show started. A flare of trumpets and a glittering pageant of
otiental splendor began is procession around the arena. Circus people call it the Spec Entry. This titne it was a
regal reception for the Maharajah of India with a visiting troupe of colorful Bengal Lancers. recapturing that
brilliant image which once thalled Kipling.

A whistle signal and band cue brought 2questriennes to the three rings with caprisoned horse trained to
perfection. Beawtiful ladies with a few running steps mounted moving horses with ease. Dancing atop a
prancing stead or a somersault from one horse to another was but a sample of their extensive repertoire,

Clowns added laughs to this world of wonders. Ten or more of these baggy trousered characters with huge feet
would emerge from a smgle midget car which looked like 1t might crowd one person. How 30 many people
could come cut of this nuniature auto was a mysterv.

Just then, a lady was weestling a lion mn a far off rimg. I alimost didn't see her place ber head inside the beast's
mouth. There wete so many things going on at the same time and I wanted see¢ Emmet Kelly, the clown.

A wlnstle, a band flare, a roll of deunis, terminating 1 a mighty explosion and Zaching, the human cannon-ball
was shot out of a huge cannon into a far off net. Butchers hawked refreshments, almost diverting my attention
from the bicycle riders high in tent heaven, performing phenomenal feats of balancing, And mind you, not with
nets. What a tragedy if someone clipped and fell. They would certainly be killed. The two-hour and a half hour
show seemed only minutes long, Still my eyves were tired, trying to watch too many things at the same time, for
I didn't want to miss a thing.

Then preparing to leave, m raced Indians and cowbovs, shooting and shouting World Famous Wild West Show
to follow...something no red-blooded American ¢ould afford to miss. Even though it took my last cent, [ must
stay and see my favorite western movie hero... Tom Mix or others in achon.

Leaving. I was sure this was really "The Greatest Show On Earth”. How could they pack so much
entertainment, s¢ many star-studded acts into a couple of hours? It seemed impaossible bt Ringling Bros,
Barnum Bailey Combined Shows did it.

This was the tent circus at its glorious peak in 1928, Words fail 1o adequately describe the glotious spectacle. .
the laughs, the fears, the exhilaration, the splendor of this massive spectacle.

This brief sketch can but prompt recollections of the thrill of the tent circus in all of its colorful details.
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From their humble beginning with lonely moth-eaten hyenas, the Ringliog Bros. had spent a life titne expanding
their circus until it became a mighty giant, perfected to move with the precision timing of a jeweled watch. The
delicate balance was so ¢asy to distwrh, Like the mastodons of prehistoric times, tremendows size brought
susceptibility to malfunction and extinction.

Germs festering future troubles were inhaled mn the optinustic davs of 1929, when John Ringling, last of the
brothers purchased the American Circus Co. for 52 million dollars so he could obtain a Madison Square Garden
opening in New York City. The depression of the 30's taxed the strength of the circus, Revenues fell. John
Ranglng, sick, old, and lacking vouthful vigor, defaulted on a pavment for the new circus, losing control of the
Greatest Show on Earth.

He died n 1936, with only $311 in the bank, although his estate was appraised at $23, 500,000, Seven years
befare it had, been valoed at $120,000, 000 nullion dollars. His fortune was willed to the State of Flonda,
inchuding the priceless ant collection of the Ringling Museum at Sarasota Florida

Jehn Rinpling's death opened an avenne for his nephew John Ringling Neth te finagle control of the cireus and
later majority ownership. As a schoolmate I followed his activities with considerable interest.

The greatest tragedy in circus history and in the long career of Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Shows came in
July 14,1944, [ speak of the disastrous fire at Hartford Conn. As the first flames licked at the canvas, Merle
Evans swung his band into the "Stars and Stripes Forever” a disaster signal to circus performers. Eight
thousand patrons panicked, rushing to escape from under the burning Big Top. In the end, 168 were killed. 4
injured. The half malbion dollars osurmce proved only a token payment on the five milllon-damage claim.

Rather than declare bankroptey the Ringling family steadfastly resolved to carry on and gradually pay off the
monbmental clam. Within ten vears they svoceeded,

A tew vears profit and baffling new problems arose, rising costs and inflation. Already railroad transportation
cost had quadrupled. Equipment prices skyrocketed. Living costs moved constantly. Truckers compounded
new and unbelievably large union wage demands.

The Greatest Show on Earth could no longer "Crack the Nut™ the circus expression for paying all show
expenses. In 1933, operations had already shown operating costs of six million dollars, with only five million
dollars revenue, leaving an aggravating one million dollar loss.

At Pittsburgh, Peonsylvania, the end came on July 16,1956, The cireus packsd and headed for winter quarters
at mid-season with the terse announcement..."This is the End of the Big Top Circus™

I desperation, a plan was later devised by Arthur Concell to streambine the circus with showings only in 150
large cities which had large open air arenas, auditorivms, or amphitheater, The plan was radical bul necessary
to salvage part at least of what had been the Greatest Show on Earth.

Eliminated was the picturesque Big Top. Eliminated were the circus trains, Elminated were free lodging and
nieals for employees. In the finure, expense accounts would cover traveling costs.  Eliminated were 900 men...
100 remained. Hundreds of items studied were cither eliminated or simplified. Overbead was sliced from
525,000 a day to $10.000 a day. NOW, would this tally-simplified circus survive? A test was necessary. A
season of operation using the new streamlined plan proved profitable. The famed Mother Circus had died from
the extensive surgery which brought to life a new streamlined circus. Yet it doubtful if it will ever recapture the
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clory of by gone days. Lost in the shakeup was the impressive Big Top of the circus much of the nostalgia,
cherished by fans who knew the tent us in #ts brilliant days.

With the passing of the Big Top circus enthusiasts clamored preservation of circus artifacts. This nead
stimulated the Circus World Musewn at Baraboo, Wisconsin, where the wonders of tent show era found a
weleomed home, Spensorship by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin assured continuity and permanenee,

How fortunate, how approprate, that the winter quarters of Ringling Bros. Circus could house this fast growing
miseum. Precious remunders of the Golden Age of the Circus and the caphivating life under the Big Top are
displayed in each building. Operating is an aggressive program of collecting circus facts from performers,
managers and fans,

striking originality is displayed by a dedicated circus fan Wilbur Deppe of Baraboo, who is deing something,
much more valuable and interesting than erecting a tomb stons to honor cirevs lite. He has formed and financed
Deppe's Classic Country Circus petforming eacl day with exciting elephant, horse and clown acts in classical
tradition.

We who live within the reaches of the Upper Mississippi can be proud of our regional contributions to circus
heritage.

Creation of the Circus World Museum, with its novel concepts, is a singular institution collecting and
preserving valuable material for enjoyment by the public and stody by students...another outward symbol of our
inner awareness to and appreciation for our valued heritags.

MIDveudme
Jan. 24,1962
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Artist’s Drawing of the Circus World Museum, Ringling Winter Quarters
A gorgeons harbinger of inimitable sights ™ along Water Street
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CIRCUS WORLD
Al AIf T., Charles, John and Crto

To the circus fan (and their number is increasing every year) the names appearing at the top of this column
could belong only to one family, perhaps the greatest circus fanuly out in history: Ringling.

These five brothers (later jomed by brother Henry) performed their tirst show in the performed ther first show
in the backvard of the Baraboo, Wis., May 19, 1884, Many vears and many successes later that first straggling
show had become “The Greatest Show on Earth” and required a 10-acre lot to accommeodate its three-ring glitter
and glamour,

Baraboo and Wisconsin are justly proud of their association with the Ringling circus family. Dozens of other
Wisconsin towns also take maternal pride in the mote than 70 other circuses which sprouted and grew on their
soil. Wisconsin has earned with just cause the tille, "Mother of Circuses."

To recall and preserve the sights and sounds of Wisconsin and American circuses is the purpose of the new
Circus World hMusewn, slated to open ¢arly in July at Baraboo. It will be operated by the State Historical
Society.

History on Water Street. The Museum will be located on Water Street, the site of the old Ringling winter
quarters. The quarters cover nearly three blocks, but the Museum will open 10 two of the onginal bulldings, the
horse and camel barns. It 15 hoped that eventoally the Museom project will encompass the entire street.

The twe exhibit buildings will be richly colerful worlds of circus lore, displaying unique and uiusual items
gathered from all over the world. The great steany calliope “America” will beom out circus mvsic and
flamboyant citcus posters will advertise strange and wondetful antactions.

Those unigue examples of the circus wagon makers' art, the Columbia and Mirror band wagoens, and the fanciful
fairy tale floats {Mother Goose and The Old Woman in the Shoe) will gleam with brilliant color and
glimmering gold. There will be rare photographs of daring acrial artists and wild animal acts. There will be
gorgeous circus costumes of yesterday's famed ringmasters, clowns and equestristmes.

O, m the words of a circus poster of anther era, "An overwhelming feast of extraordhnary features.” And pink
lemonade.

Years of collecting and historical research have been pourad mte this newest of the Society's lustoric sife
projects, Circus lnstory is so rich 1 anecdote and meident that it would indeed take the whole of Water Street
to vofold the story of this Amernican speciacle.

Simply listmg the nwmerous arcuses which came out of Wisconsin, would take gute a bat of space for in
addition 10 the Ringlings there were the Mabie Brothers (first in Wisconsin, ransplanted fromy New York in
1847)

14 other circuses which originated in Delavan; the Gollmar Brothers Circus {Baraboo), the United Circus of
George W. D¢ Haven (Beaver Dam, 1865), the Dode Fiske Circus (Wonewog), the Szils-Sterling Circus
{Sheboygan}, the Hiram Orton Circus (Porlage). the Burr Robins Circus {Janesville) and dozens of others which
grew and prosperad for a time.
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The First Parade

The circus as we know it has always been a family business. [ do not speak of its fearful ancestor, the blood
baths in the Roman Coliseum, but of the glittering, laughing, exciting spectacle for children-who-never-grow-up
which had its beginnings in the small European road shows of the seventeenth and eighteenth centunies



PERSONALITY

EmvcLiNG NorTH, at 48 the guiding spirit of the Ring-

Brothers and Barmum and Bailey Circus, iz a burly,

¥ man with an air of natural viger sbout him. His thick

are black, the color of his face is high, and the flesh

555 nose and jaw inclines to coarseness. He moves fast,

% short, brisk siride, and makes rapid gesticulations with

-fngered, square-palmed honds when he talks. (He is

ven silent.) There is nothing light or graceful about him

%= stands chunkily on hiz own two {eet, but on 2 horse he
w= well as any man could wish

who see little of him think

# a garrulous, facetious and
nightbird whose one aim in

&= figura in the list of spurous
Sties who make up café soci-
These who have seen him from
e circus know him as a stube
= of uncommon determination,
whole life i devoted to prove
={ as hig a man and a bet-
n thin his uncle, John

LECEND surrounting old John
gog i a hard one to live up
ambition and drive helped build

#¢ show up from a family
wis four performers and one
= “the preatest show on earth,"
2= horses, 2.000 employees, a
crcus train. Ringling's favor-
=g wis “I've got no use for
* He liked big, eye-catching

Wisconsin and Florida. He built a bank, & hate
Iralianate palaces in & around Sarasots, speculated
% and oil, was the-first extensive colleclor of baroque
& America (because they were higger than the paint-
@ any other style). H:ﬁv:d high, wide & handsome,
@ ks 3 raffish fashion plate, ate grossly, drank fine wines
»megnum and jeroboam, kept pretty women aboul him,
of the day, snd worked and played all through

Bi=gling Morth lives ss much like his uncle as he can,
eens till noon or later, and is torpid and drowsy till
By midnight he is fully awake, and his best hours run
taen till ¢ or 6. Around the circus he wears riding
Se towards evening he assumes a somber elegance. In

ke poss on the town dressed like a career diplomat,
s cane or tightly rolled umbrella, black hat in the
Eden gtyle, gloves carried but not worn and suits

English fashion.

S=PITALITY is lavizsh and memarable when he enter-
& his uncle’s old private railrozd car, the Jomar, which
s permanently in a bamn at the circus winter quarters
The guests are warmed up in the car's pale green
ssem with North's own brand of Old-Fashioneds, then
=oves to the dining room, which is dominated by a
of Lady Godiva settlng out on her ride. A French
= a four- or five-course meal (with thres vintage
d the meal is rounded out with liqueurs. Tuwnn:!n
e party moves off to the hotel North awns in Sara-
» in the cabaret, which is entirely composed of ncts
=i for the circus,

r in the morning, North moves from the ballroom
whers he sits radiating goed will and telling storles
gast, present and future of the circus. The barmen

e wharee = =Taldsb amd Blash than

Joux Rmwcrmve Norra

B S bought thuusemds—uf worer—uf—imnt—hir—tkmm,
& 1o —
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The cireus is usually in training at the Sarasola winter
quirters for about 100 days before the spring opening at Mad-
ison Sguare Garden at the beginning of Aprilk North spends
the last couple of months in this period in the femar, living
inseparable from his henchman and chief of staff, Arthur Con-
cello, who was one of the best trapeze men in circus history,
astembling and tuning uwp the new show, He lives with the
circus through the New Yeork season, and ‘travels with it for Lhe
first half of ils 200-day season on the road. He then hands it
over to Concello, and spends the rest of the year in Europe,
scouting new acts. He takes a month or six weeks off fn Spain

to watch bullfights—the only thing he considers to be in a class:

with the circus as p spectacle. (He would incorporate a bullfight

in his circus if he could figure out some |

way around the humane prejudices of
U.S. audiences.) But in Spain, a2 every-
where else, his mind is on the job and he
often picks up acts there, traveling thous
ands of miles in pursuit of new material.

orTH is always ready to add extra
mileage Lo his itinerary if he hears of
a good restaurint. He makes a point of
getting to such gustronomic meccas as
the Pyramide at Vienne, or the Mére
Fillioux at Lyon, but he also follows up
tips froin food-loving friends, and con-
stantly tries out new places, When he
returns to Ameriea in the aotumn or Iate
winter, he generally has to diet hard to
get himszelf down from the 2oo Ibs. he
has balloaned up to, and back io the
thas that his doctors recommend. as
reasonnble.

North's gifts a5 a showman are not Lo
be denied, Circus purists say that he has
defiled a form of folk art and turned it
into on unholy middlebrow hybrid, part

i girl:show, . part musleal comedy,

style, and now employs Miles White, one of the best Broad-
wiy designers, to plan his spectacles and costumes. Stra-
vinsky has composed music for his compah circus band, and
George Balanchine devised an elephant ballet for him. All
this profoundly shocked those who loved the garish color,
the curlicued baroque style and the blare of the old crcus
But, as North points out, the oldtime circus was limping along
when he started to modernize it, and since he has put girls,
tunes: and fresh color into it the great show has been making
more money than ever.

THE CIRCUS' survival is due partly to North's showmanship,
partly to his efficient organization. The circus gives a bigger
show than it ever did in Ringling's day, but it travels.on a train
with 3o fewer cars, North cut out the army of horses which fans
used to say was one of the chief draws of the circus, and re-
placed it with o fleet of high-powered tractors, He has trimmed
the number of hands from a thousand to just over oo,

North has had his share of luck, too. His uncle, suspicious
of everybody, and bitter, in his Iast years disinherited him
and left his $:3% million fortune to the state of Flarida.
A syndicate, headed by North, bought back part of the es-
tate—including John Ringling's 30% of the circus stock—
for $:,250,000 in 1947. A section of what was supposed to
be worked-out oil land in Oklzhoma was included in the deal.
Soon after North had closed with the state, three deep wells
came in on the property. The Rockland Oil Co, has given
North back his $1l million a2 couple of times already, and
there are several more millions in it for him wet. But that
was only a byproduct, North wanted a majority interest in
the circug, and by 1948 he hed accumulated enough stock
to give him what he wanted, He heams madiantly when he
speales of it. “Fifty-one percent i3 enough” be says. "If yeu
hive eref af & dthine sinhode ran tell van what to do He

v
s,



In Uncle Ai's “chiteau” in Baraboo, where we Norths grew up.

sELow: At three Brother John was an
angel; nicHT: At three I was a wild
Indian. {(Lawrence Studio)
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Even when we were grown, Mother would caution us as we took off on]
great circus train: “Be careful of those tracks! Please be careful in the rail
yards. Watch those trains, they're dangerous!” (Steinmetz)

Ida Ringling North with her two sons



~ John Ringling
From rags to riches



By J.G. Nash

l-l'u.ﬂhi Fla.—Seven sons of a poor
s lowa ng family crested the

'ﬂmmﬁlw on Earth.”

By 1930, when hiad be-
uurun "r].-“"““ rnier of the wor l*'llgmmu
Circus, oriune Magering dl:lﬂﬂm]‘ s
“the best millionaire alive that

“He dresses superhly. He (spends) o vast
fortune . .. magnificently on a Sth Avenoe
home, & Venefian palazzo m Samasotn,
Fin., # steam yacht and a private {railroad)

mﬁhﬁ% M Ufund}
[ itan Museum,
has collected more. square vards of Rubens
tEi:ln'i.'!nr other private individual on

Mickles and dimes from small-town
mmde John Ringh mﬂ“"d the

imllﬂ mpnr
u:ilina murals, painied br
Fo“ng‘ed scis for the ghittering  Zeigficld

Spain o buy tens
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Chicaga Tribume, Sundsy, Ociober 11, 1987

in the opulent showplice s covergd with
obviopsly handmade Venetmn glass. i is
saig that one of the biggest probloms l'lmd
during consiruction wis management of
the feet of ships armving fo unboad exolic
charpoes from around the world.

There was indeed so much an. being off-
lopded 8t Samsotn that o prvale muscom
wai needed fo house and display the
tressures. Jis construction was stpried ot
about the time the résidence was cofm-

niped over every inch of progress Mabel
died a vear before their muscum was
opened o 'ﬂ'lcmlh]m in 1930

At that tim Rmflﬂp persanal col-
25 paintings and

Imnl:lunm.iuud

number of prnts and drawings and a
trensure trove of miscel i, sach as
musical instrumenis, ceramics and

tapestries. [t 1 the ll:gm arl musem
south of W and has been
authorit hd"ﬂmmmimpum

collections. of Italian baroque art, and
Flemnish artist Peter Paol Rubens, in the
United States.”

Some 400,000 visitors come here every

year to enjoy nod onl

cenfral murty &m& are
a wpi-:dl'mm nlmulimpa-
- &n originals,

The r.'l:ru'rt}rlrd‘; local pcnnt is
Michelangelo’s masierp " This
ymmmN:;hiniﬂi using the
| same mold from whenoe came the siatue
which tu-:fny commands a ?mmnmrr
I k. . mm | et
18 our columns sapporn
n:ﬁ'hql? bordering the gar-
dcn:. 76 sione gures top a high
balustrade above the 's. pmate arches.
Omne can wander happly here foe hoors,
enjoying t, Ewropean art, available
nowhere in this muul.w—m&ﬂd nit
in st of the world,
Whea John Ringhng died, m 1936, the
Sarasoin estate consisied cssentially :l»;L
roopco resdence, the rur:hty endowed my-

The vast confines of the clrous plhrlm
contun cnough of these brightly
omately carved, lumbering wagons o

rade; even more are being le
VISHOTS Here abo are

models of the circus, as i1 wis in thos
doys when white tenis blos-
somed over etubbile all scross heart-
Imnd America.

A cae poignant ts
of Eun:-f.uu Kelly's immortal character,
Weary Willie. E marveld al & dis-

The muost r:teqt addition to the

.Tuh.u & Mabel ing Art
Museum—is an 15h ﬂmmﬁuur of
Eerl‘nrmm: arts. whose interior was
here from the original building, ns
Ltmum,h.ﬁmln. ltaly. It's n mather
smail and themter: only 300 scats

% |

h' eandies or litle A fe-
“Eﬁfm“""‘“ from
ﬁgw hrough July _

doy of the vear except Thank
Christmas and New Year's Day. Admuos-

Fuor example, n small reception (ap to 250
ﬂp{:} may be steged in front of Ca'd'-

the pool and spreading bamyan
trecs just $500. The entire houss
n.l.ﬂntﬂ: for enly $3,750. And fo
wiedding reception which will be the tafk
any season, ivest & paltry 55,000
reserve the art gallery's statue-studded
courtyard and lopgin, complete with Il
Pravidd,

BSws
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A "little gardening” in Sarasota, as viawed by the Ringling f&rﬁily.__
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Buffalo Bill Cody
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Buftalo Bill 1903
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Sitting Bull and Buffalo Bill
1895
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Ca'd'Zan, Saratoga Florida
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ROMANCE ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI

Mre. Chairman, honored guesis, ladies and gentlemen; I am privileged to participate m your activities.

Speaking of Romance on the Upper Mississippi, I will touch but a tew of the many facts of our rich beritage.
Time 1s of essence, so I will be brief and not intrude on the distinguished speakers to follow.

We might properly call this a family reunion., for Ouisconsin Territory in 1836 included Minnesota and Iowa.
Though now separated. we have a common heritage and mutual interests. Working together, we can multiply
our accomplishments.

Nature has richly endowed us with a treasure of world fame; the beautiful, the majestic, the romantic Upper
Migsizsippi. Here is our legacy of rare and wondrous value calling for mgenuity, to exploit it's many attributes,

George Catlin, the renowned Indian artist, conducted his “Grand Tour” on the Upper Mississipp, about 125
vears ago, bringing to this mecca world travelers. The colorful packets of frontier days have faded from view.
Yettoday, we have a new umity, for certainly the Great River Road can energize this huge magost, drawing
myriads of teurists to this paradise. Barely scratched 1s the huge dollar potential which awaits transformation of
your vision into reality.

The economics of tourism bave been extolled and simplified by Mississippi planter, who drawled..." A visiting
Yankee is worth 3 bales of cotton.. .and half as zasy to pick."

Traveling to the Great River Road. along the Upper Mississippi, can be delightful adventure. Romance is
lurking everywhere, and known, Here is our proud heritage. our challenging futurs.

Many are curious about the origin of this regal waternway which embraces within it's broad spreading arms
nearly 40 %o of continental United States and reversd as a celebrated river of the world. Geologists tell us that
eons of time ago in the dim and distant past, waters from melting glaciers ran high between the blufts, carving a
broad channel searching for the sea.

Ohscure is the fact that Vikings made exploratory trips mto Minnesota m 1362...130 vears before Columbus,
accordng to one account, Sir Paul Knuison directed this expediticn by way of Hudson's Bay. Here is a replica
of the Kensington Runestone at Alexandria Minnesota. Dr. Stirling of the Smithsonian Institute describes this
find as "Probably the most important archeological object yet found in North America.”



Kensington Runestone at Alexandria Minnesota

Liapet BTN AT H AN FLIRVER.
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1766 saw Johnathon Carver amiving in this area, via the fur trade route. We can thank Carver for officially
naming Praitie du Chien, Moreover Carver's redundant spelling of Mississippi proved the accepted form used
by cartographers.
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Pictured is the Brizbois House on the banks of the Mississippt River in Praine du Chien. Tn 1781, saw Michael
Brigboig al Michilmackinac witnessing a treaty, whereby Praine du Chien residents pirchased mine square
miles of prairie from the Fox Indians.

Brisbois continued onto Praine du Chien where he and iz family would grow to prominence.

Basil Giard, a Prairie du Chien resident held a Spanish claim on the west side of the river. This gentleman is
sometimes called "the First Dirt Farmer in Iowa."

Following the Louisiana Purchase Lieutenant Z. Pile headed a government expedition to the Upper Mississippi.
He visited Dubngue and tried to gather data on Julian Dubuque’s lead mine. Pike's party camped at Prairie du
{"hien and raized the Amencan flag at an early date on Wisconsin soal. The year was 18035

Looking for a good fort site Pike selected a premomtory on Iowa side of the niver, overlooling the mouth of the
Wigcongin River, which became known as Pike's Hill. Inevitably it became Pike's Peak_ now an attractive park.
Further up the Missigsippi Pike gelected another defensible blufl which later became known as Fort Snelling,
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The War of 1812 left a deep impression on the Prairie du Chien community. for both the British and Americans
realized the strategic value of the fur trade center. The Americans constructed Fort Shelby near the river on the
present site of the Villa Louis. Pike's proposed site was side tracked. Captain Bulger's painting may well be the
earliest pamting on the Upper Mississippi.

Hardly was Fort Shelby completed when a British foree with Indian allies appeared and captured the weakly
defended post. The fort was renamed Fort McKay.
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Lnilinn warriors at Fart Machay. Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, on 22 :'I-'Iu_‘: 185 [Untiled i,,
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Casllevtion of Smom Carter Ysemn, Fort Warth

This deference rked Captain Anderson who directed the attack with Anderson's insisting Colonel MeKay was
drunk at the time.

With the Treaty of Ghent ending the war, this area reverted 1o the Americans, The British evacuated. Either
thev burned the stockade on leaving or a phenomenal meteorological shower fired the fort,. Which explanation
15 correct may never be known. This appears to have been the only battle of the War of 1812 fought in area.
The vear 1962, marks the sesquicentennial of this futile war.

The Americans built new fortification at the same location calling 1t Fort Crawlord in honor of the Secretary of
War. lowa’s talented Bill Peterson has written a delightful and scholarly book on "Fort Crawtord and the
Fontier". now out of print. He recently condensed this account to about 1/50th the original scope. I irust that
this action will not set a precedent and prompt a further telescoping, for with one more scalping the fort will be
reduced to oblivion.

Army surgeon, Dr. William Beaumont, arrived at Fort Crawford 1829, Soon fur traders located and returned
with Alexas St Martin. the mjured voyageur with the hole in his side so the doctor would pursue experiments on
the digestive process. The French Canadian St. Martin was trulv embarrassed by his benefactor for Alexis
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didn't Like being langhed at as a “gqueer” with rubber tube and medical parapherialia hanging out from the
opening in his side. Please lz1 me be like other normal people... mirrored his thoughts.

Dr. Beaumont's monumental work laid cornerstones on which the science of physiology has been built. In the
Hospital Section of the second Fort Ceawford, the State Medical Society of Wisconsin has opened their
Museum of Medical Progress, memorializing Dre. Beanmont and other notable state doctors whe advanced
medicine from the crude practice of frontier days to the present state of perfection.

Picturesque figures forged this area. To mention few: Zachary Tavlor and the German recrunt who felled the
commandant with his fists on the parade grounds for “wooling his cars” when he failed to obey a command.
When "0ld Rough and Ready" learned the recruit dida't understand English, Colonel Taylor apelogzed and
commended the soldiet’s spirit. The War with Mexico brought Taylot’s heroic accomplishiments into the public
spotlight and popularity elevated him to the presidency.

Here also, Lisutenant Anderson served modestly. Later, his good judgment and stubborn defense of Fort
Sumiter gained him acclaim as the Civil War opened.

Deep and subtle were the consequences which Dred Scott, a slave of an army surgeon at Fort Snelling would
later irigger. Because of his residence in the non-8lave Territory of Wisconsin he claimed freedom. Scott's case
was carried progressively up to the United States Supreme Court. Chief Justice Taney should have been
satisfied in disclaiming jurisdiction winch he in fact did claim. Instead, he straved afield in a tirade, upsetting
Federal Laws limiting slavery and was a major cause of the Civil War,

Or perbiaps. vou would enjov learming more of the thrillbing romance of Jetferson Davis and Knoxie Tavlor,
which ¢nlivensd frontier life. Here was true love and an irresistible toree, meeting parental interference and an
immovable object.

This prcturesque and sagacious chiet proved that "Shick deals foisted upon dronken Indians can return to haont
the maker.”" An early injustice, festering in Blackhawk's mind, brought on a costly war for their vast
domrain...their homes....and their sacred graves.

Blackhawk's resistance would not have saved their lands. Miserable in defeat, Blackhawk reflected. "thers are
more whites than the leaves on the trees. They had to win.”

Thase were the "Good Old Days™ when women didn't have to worry about certain tranquilizing pills, producing
deformities in their cluldren.

Indian legends abound in this region. Winmishielk's Blutf at De Soto i said to be the resting place of Hiawatha
immortahzed m Longfellow's poem.

Maiden Rock and Lake Pepin tells 2 moving story of devation and sactitice by the beantiful Winooa for her
lover.

On the Chippewa River we face fact not legend in "Old Abe™ called the most famous bird in the world. This
bald eagle a pet of voung McCann, a cripple went to war in his place and became a regimental mascot. gaining
inmortality,



Old Abe
Hercules Dousman was called by an early Washington official "The most valuable man on the Upper
Mississippi", Astor agent and fur trader who built "The House on the Mound", the present popular Villa Lowis.
It was he who suggested the name Minnesota when that territory was delineated. I doubt ff many people would
know the meaning of this Indian name were it not for the catchy beer chant..."The Land of Sky Blue Water."

Young Joe Rolette. is a representative of the carly fur trade aristocracy. Born in Prairie du Chien, and like his
famous father a fur trader, young Joe moved north into Minnesota, There he is known for his pranks and
idolized for saving the capital of St. Paul. by absconding with the bill passed by the Minnesota Territorial
Legislature which would have moved the seat of government to St. Peter.

Historic highway markers give people a sampling of our fascinating heritage. These have been fing and they
have accomplished their purpose but they will soon lag in effectiveness.

Now, we need to employ the latest techniques to strengthen the dynamic sales motivation of modern
display.. light...action...color...and eye appeal...in three dimensions

Development and visualization of the idea, has already been has already been worked out in our Historie Sites
and Markers Committee of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, imcidentallv, at no cost to the state.
Submitted to the State Markers Commission it was approved. But, now. it languishes in the highway
commission.  Our progressive Governor Nelson, could greatly aid at this juncture by checking and giving this
revenue builder a Good Strong...Heave Ho, so we can get a trail marker at Baldwin.

Tourist appeal can be magnified and measured. Why keep a revenue producer in cold storage it needs
activation.

I wish [ had the time to tell you about the river packets. lumbering lead mining, agriculture or even the pearling
and button days. Then. there are the frontier artists like Peter Rindisbacher. 1. (). & Henry Lewis, Seth
Eastman, George Catlin, as well as the panorama painters of the Mississippi, (some with canvasses a mile long.)
which deserve more attention than can be allotted today.

The March of Time has etched countless reminders on our gorgeous landscape, of romantic people and stirring
events for all to enjoy.
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The Great River Road is the magic key that when properly fashioned will unlock this Treasure Chest so others
may feast upon the wonders which enrich our lives.
Thank you.

MIDyrud/me
Au_gust 7-1962
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Fur Trading at Prairie du Chien
Painting by Cal Peters

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin 1864-1863

LS. Hospital

Formally 1t was the Brisbois Hotel
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Dr. William Beaum ont
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Blackhawk
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INDIAN NAMES & REMINDERS

Sutior Progrant,., 30 Mirmtes

I would liks to talk to you about Indian Names and Reminders. This is part of our heritage, our history and our
1egacy handed down to us from the past.

What is Heritage? When grandmother or grandfather gives us a ring, a silver spoon. or an old gun, or
arrowheads. because they love us, this remembrance later becomes part of our heritage, our personal heritage.
Many old names, many former customs, many pionger stories, and countless lingering legends have also
becoms part of our commen hertage.

Each day we see, we speak, we hear, we touch some of these names, these reminders. They recall the past and
are intimately woven into the fabric of owr lives. If we leamn to recognize and know some of these better, they
can illuminate the past in our mind's eve and enrich our lives.

Long before 1634, when Jean Nicolet was sent to this area by Champlain to bring peace te western tribes and
perhaps discover Northwest Passage the Menominee Indians lived on wild rice, and were known by other
Indians as "The People of the Wild Rice”, harvesting the crop was the tribes main industry,  Hunting and
fishing gave them meat for stew and hides for clothing. Bones, stone and shells provided them with utensils.

Recently at a mesting of the Board of Curators of the Wisconsin State Historical Socizty, I joked with Mr.
Frederick Sammond of Milwaukee, saving " Fred, [ am privileged to know you, for vou may be the only man
living. wheo created a county." Thas man a lawyer, piloted the Menominee Indian Reservation mto Wisconsin's
newest county. Menominee County. It is located a little northwest of Green Bay.

At midnight, April 30, 1961 the Menominees gained their independence afier 107 years of federal control,
becoming the first Indians to be freed from govermment guardianship as a single unit. The 234,000 acres in the
new county is all that remains of the 9 'z million they once accupied.

I told Mr.Sammeond. "I wish you would make a tape recording of some of your experiences for posterity.” Here
was a man making history, important history. In the vears to come, people will be asking why was this done?
Why was something else not done? Today Mr. Sammeond can tell us. When he is gone, the correct answers may
not be so clear.

Here was a man hewing a new projection at one end of a long trail extending way back into the dim and distant
past of Indian hfe. Many thovghts came to mind, meluding a remark a businessman in Barabeo had made to me
vears ago when we were starting the Circus World Museum, Mr. Marty he said, "I am not interested in the past,
I am only mterested in the future for that is where [ will be living." He is not the only person who has made this
remarke  So. let us examine this idea a litile closer.

We can all leam, from observing how intelligent successful people handle matters. Let us take Mr. Sammond,
an intelligent successtul and gitted lawyer who created Menominee County and see actions his actions as
Indians retained Lim to protect their mterests. Should Mr. Sammond forget the past and only look to the future?
Mr. Sammeond first studiad the past history of these Indians in detail 50 he might profit trom past actions, before
he would trv to chart thair future course. It was a big job. [t took a long time, but Me, Sammond wanted the
full picture oot just part of 1.
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In July 1951, the Menominees won a $7.650.000 award from the government for inefficiency and
mismanagsment on the part of the United States prior to 1910, If Mr. Sammond had pushed aside the past he
would have lost nearly $8,000,000 for his clients the Menominee Indians. Here was a man practicing the
wisdom of Confucius whe said, “If yvou project the future, study the past.”

As we move forward we must learn and understand the past. 'We must avoid repeating the mistakes already
made by others. Just as in traveling we must know where we have been where we are if we are to correctly
reach our future destination. The road signs of history are valuable guides pointing toward the future.

I think it would be well it we became a little more familiar with the Indian before we get closer to our specifics.

The American Indian is actually not correctly named for when Columbus sailed west in 1492, he planned to
arrive 1 the East Indies, the spice rich islands of the near-gast. So, when he accidentally landed on this
continent he incorrectly thought natives to be East Indians and called them Indians. The name stuck and has
gamed such long vsage that I doubt if 1t will ever be changed.

Nor, are these natives "red skins”. Fondoess for pamting themselves with red oclire or vegetahle paints led the
Aunerica aborigines to be called red sking by early explorers, fur traders, and colomists. Thus arose the
etroncous idea that the Indian's skin is naturally red or copper colored. Actually, they are brown sometimes
shading almost to white.

What was the origin of these people? Anthropoelogists. those scientists who study the history of man tell us that
possibly 25,000 years ago, pecple from Asia crossed over a land and ice bridge along what we call the Aleutian
Izland chain into present Alaska and came down inte North and South America.

So completely. did these Asiatics establish themselves that when Europeans arrived the two continents and
practically all-adjacent islands were occupied from the Arctic on the north to the southern tip of South America.

When the first white men came to America, it 15 estimated that there were 846,000 Indians in the United States.
This is a rather small number as we think of populations today, for Wisconsin now supports about five times
that many peopla.

Even today, few people recognize that the Indians had a worthy culture, Picture, for a second in yvour mind's
eve, the Spanish Don following Cortez to Mexican shores in 1519, expecting to find native savages living  a
primitive state. Imagine his surpnse, to discover tlourishing people whose civilization out glittered their own.
Palaces filled wiath gold., silver and jade art made their head swim.

Canals they came vpon eclipsed those in Venice, A hvge stonework laid with such precision, that matched
stones met 0 closely a sheet of paper could not be wedged between, No montar was used, The great pyramid
of Cho-Lu-La was larger that those along the Nile.

Even 20th Century man smug with the awareness of his own technical accomplishments marvel at the
impetial highway of the Incas, knifing 3,000 miles down the ice-clad Andes, tunneling through Living rock,
spanning dizzy chasms. Drigation stems soearing into the clouds.

You will probably be astonished to know that the Indians of the Andes successfully performed delicate brain
operations that amaze present day surgeons,
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The wonders of the Incas and Aztecs are startling even more commonplace today. Half the world feeds on the
potato. Millions owe their subsistence to com and beans all foods first cultivated by American Indians. The
traditional Thanksgiving dinner is all Indian.

Dk hot chocolate, munch peanuts or chew gum at a ball game or light a cigarette and you are indebted to the
Indian. Don’t let the principal or your parents catch you with a cigarette howewver, or you may have to pay a
penalty for this heritage.

Speed along the highway and vou are riding on rubber from the Indhan.  Indians tavglit us the pain relisving
effect of cocaine the advantages of quinine in the tropics.

Our forefathers capilalized on many of these Indian assets and gained for America an inportant trading position
in the world.

Few people realize our Wisconsin Indians introduced one of most startling coltural advances in the world, 1
speak of the Metal Age.

It has been a long held mmversal concept, that the Egyptians introduced Metal Culture.  Recently archeol ogists,
usig the newly developed method of carbon dating, discovered that Wizconsin Indians revealed this new ant
1.000 vears before the Egyptians.  Our Indians pounded out float copper into tools and oroaments.,

Wisconsin is an Indian name. It was first used to identify river, which cuts throvgl the state. There are perhaps
fifty different meanings, depending on whicl Indian tribe was asked to interpret the common translation
"Muskrat Hole.”

Michel Brisbois of Prairie du Chien appears to have given the interpretation which is most generally accepted,
"oathering of waters”.

Indian history you must remember was handed down from one generation to another by storvtellers.  They had
no written language, That i3 why you may see Indian names with various spellings,  White men tried to
phonetically teansfer Indian sounds into English words.

The Winnebago Indians bave a picturesgue legend, explaining the formation of the Wisconsin River, which goes
like this..."The Bad of the Wisconsin River was formed by an immense serpent. He was a Manitou {God,
spirit) and had lns home m the great forests near the Bag Lake (Reterring to Lake Michigan), his powers were
very great and all dae other animals were aftaid of him.”

"Ongce, this great serpent started to travel from his bome in the northem woods towards the sea. In crawling
over the land lus great body wore a deep groove or channel thought the forests and prairies.  Into this bed the
water flowed.”

"When be moved his tail, great masses of water splashed from the channel through the forests to form lakes.
Many lakes and ponds were made m this way., All ammal hife tled before hun as be traveled. Other less
powerfil serpents made baste to get out of his course and they fled 1 all directions before him. Thus caime the
beds of the smaller streams, which pour their waters mto the Wisconsin,”

"In places where the water pours over falls, there were rocks in the path of the great serpent so he crawled down
over them, The water below is deep. It now rushes over the rocks, making the same lond noise which he
made.”
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Hearthe Wisconsin Dells, he encountered a great body of rock. Finding a crack in thiz, he thrust his claw into it
and rent the stonewall by the contortions of his powerful body. The queer shapes of these rocks are due to his
struggle to get through them. "Where the banks of the river are wide, he rested. Below the Dells, he changed his
course of travel to the west finally reaching the IMissiesipm Eiver"

Tou might well ask, how did the State of Wisconsin get its name? About 1853, Judge James Duane Doty of
Prairie du Chien started a drive to create a new territory west of Lake IMichigan to be split from the IMichigan
Territory, of which we were once part. This prompted introduction of a bill in Congress to create the Territory
of Huron. Huron was not considered appropriate. Then the names Chippewan, Maclkinac and Sault were
substituted considered and rejected.

Judge Doty

Then in 1830, Doty wmigorously agitated for action using the name Wiskonain, This appears to be the first use of
the name for this state Doty's suggestion of Wiskonsin was accepted but later his political rivals in the state
passed alaw changing the spelling slightly, substitating k forc to embarrass Doty

Indianais named directly for the Indian. Wisconsin 15 not the only state with an Indian river name.

Hercules Dovsman of Villa Louis fame, suggested the name Minnesota when that territory was formed. The
meaning would be generally known, were it not For the catchy beer chant™ The Land of Sky Blue Waters".

Then there 15 Missount, "The Big Muddy Eiver" Chio, "The Beautiful Eiwer" Connecticut "Long Eiver'.
Eansas, "Smoley Water" and Michigan, named for the Lake, which means "Great Water"

It seems rather strange that neither of the natnes suggested by Joliet and Fr. Marquette were used for the Father
of Water, which they discovered, Instead, the Indian name Mississippt was chosen, Here again, the French fur
trader Michel Brisbois of Prainie du Chien gave the accepted translation. Brishbois explained MIET was Great
and SIPI az Eiver, Great Eiver.
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Johnathon Carver the ntrepid explorer, before the Revolutionary War receives the dubious credit for the
peculiar spelling. His book of travels was once a best seller m England and mapmalkers copied his spelling of
the Indian name ftor the Great River.

The state of Mississippr honored the river by choosing 1t for their state name. lowa takes its name from the
lowa tribe of Indians. This use is also typical of the state names of [llincis, Alabama, Tennessee. Texas. Utah
and the Dakotas.

The meaning of a few may be of mierest. Dakota signifies “allies” in the Sioux language. [lhnois s believed
to be part Indian and French, ndicating a "tribe of men."”

Michigan seems to have two meanings. It is the Indian word fish trap. Lake Michigan 1s generally translated
into "Great Water.”™ lowa signifies "Beautiful Land." The nickname "Hawkeye State” is a reference to the
Jdtn. eltat Blagklasyk:

‘t & y Vi ‘l

Harvesting Wild Rice

WISCONSIN COUNTIES WITH INDIAN NAMES:
Eleven counties in Wisconsin bear Indian Names, eight of which are for Indian tribes, namely:

Chippewa, Towa, Outagamie (Fox), Ozaukee. Oneida, Menominee, Sauk, Waukesha, Winnebago
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The other two Indian county names are Marinette, memorializing an Indian woman and Milwaukee, which 15
mterpreted "gathenng place by the niver”

STORIES &, LEGENDS:

The stories and legends which Indians handed down through succeeding generations are rich in poetry, tradition
and imagery.

Longfellow drew on these fascinating accounts gathered by the explorer Schoolerafi for his immortal poem
Hiawatha, No one 1s sure, just where Hiawatha is buried. But. there is one legend that she rests atop
Winneshiek Bluff at De Soto, overlooking the Great River.  Some students theorize that Hiawatha may have
been a Manitou, an Indian legendary spirit, and was not actually a person, although several Indians were so
called.

Henry Lewis an early artist reporter, found a strange rock along the Mississippt River near Alton, lllinois, on
which the Indians had chiseled and painted a weird bird.

The Pisau Bird 1s cluseled in rock at great height.  Pisau 15 an Indian name meaning " The Bird Who Swallows
People." There is a stranze legend among the Indians, 1,000 months before the pale faces came and when
mastodons roamed here. there existed a giant bird, which carried away Indians and ate them. Whole villages
were depopulated.
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Hetuy Lewiz (1819-1904)
Piasa Rack, 1847, color lithograph
Plate 58 it Das illustrivfe Mississipmthal ( The Valley of the Mississip Miustrated) published in 1850

One night, after a month's fasting, the Great Spint came to Chief OWATA GA and said, take 20 warriors, with
bows and sharpened arrows, go near t_h_e home of the bird, and offer a warrior as sacrifice. Then all the watriors
should shoot at once, and the bird will be lalled.

OWATA A offered him self as batt, and stati oned his twenty warn ors strategically arcund himself

When the Pisay bird appeared, OWATAGA began his death seng with lightning swiftness. The Pisau swooped

on OWATAGA  The same instant the twenty warniors loosed their arrows. The Pisau was wounded and cried,

and shrieked and died

MWliracul ously, OWATA GA was not hit by a single arrow not he receive a claw mark, &4 GUD being who had
visited him had protected him through the ordeal.

In remembrance of this event, the Indians carved an image of the bird upon the rocks. Since then Indians
passing in their canoes always shoot at the bird

Henry Lewis, the artist, who visited the place about 130 years ago wrote that large nearby caves are filled with
bones several feet deep victims of the Pisau’s meals.

Isn’tit strange, that the Indians tradition should accurately portray the Mastodons and huge flying birds now
confirmed in prehistonc days?

We have all played Indian at some time or other in our life. Tt's fun living in the great cutdoors and learning
more about nature's wonderland,  The Indian 15 at home in the wilds. He hunts, he fishes, he picks berries and
nuts for food.  He travels light and lives off nature with little equipment He doesn't have to have a pickup
truck or stati on wagen to carry his gear
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Al times we all yearn to get away and explore nature, track animals. fish, shoot game, or just lazy along
paddling a cane

When we think of Indians, we are reminded of war-hoops, of tepees. war bonnets with trailing feathers. Sitting
Bull, ponies and buftaloes, In other words, we have come to think of only one kind of Indian, the Plains Indian
as the genuine Indian, the ideal Indian. the very quintessence of Indian-ness. In many ways however, the Plains
Indian. usually pictured in the movies or TV was a highly distinctive tvpe and lived in a rather specialized way;
or al leasl in a manner quite different from other kinds of Indians.

In general. this area had two distinet types of Indians, the Woodland Indians living East of the Mississippi and
the Plains Indians living West of the Great River. Their characteristics were different. for they adapted
themselves 1o the different land upon which they lived.

The woodland Indians lived in bark wigwams, while the Plains Indians had Bulfalo skin covered tepees. Here
in the forests deer abounded and small game hunting was easy, for the woodland tribes. The Plains Indians,
farther west on the open prairies had to depend on the buffalo for meat. This necessitated horses, which they
stole from the Spanish and raised. The long feather trails and elaborate headdresses are typical of the plains
Indians and not characteristic of the woodland tribes

Medicine Dance of the Winnebagoes
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Dakota Encampment

Within each of these two broad groups were many bands, each with variations of speech, appearance and habits.
The more yvou study and leam about Indians, the better you will be able to understand these differences, and not
be misled by the liberty taken by certain movie and TV producers.

The Upper Missizsippi 13 one of the most beautitul waterways m the world, Maiden Rock on Lake Pepin has an
vnusual story linked to the bluit.
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Tid MADEN BiEx BiR wimoka fnmy

The Maiden Rock

Indian legend tells us that Winona, beautiful daughter of the Dakota Chief Red Wing, leaped from the 700 fi.
cliff to her death. She unfortunately fell in love with a handsome Chippewa Chief White Eagle. Her father
would not listen to her pleading to wed an enemy of their tribe.  Instead. Winona's Father had selected Chief’
Kewaunee. an old man for her husband.

The lovers met, discussed their difficulties and laid plans [ nm away and settle in the west. But, on the night
they fled towards a hidden canoe, they were miet by the jealous Kewaunee and lns friends, who killed White
Eagle. with a volley of arrows. Yet they could not capture Winona.

Lifting her lover's body in her arms, she ran toward the top of the ¢hff and over the edge dashing herself and
the lifeless body on the rocks below.

Indians say the Spirit of the Lake raised a great wave, which swept the lovers from the rocky ledge to a quiet
grave in Lake Pepin.

Red Wing loved his daughter Winona, and was so gnet stricken: he continued his mourning until death. In
remembrance Winona's devotion, this bluff is called Maiden Rock and a town nearby is similarly named.

Winona, which signifies eldest daughter. is used for the name of the Minnesota city of like name. Red Wing
farther up the Mississippi reminds us of her father,

I wish we had the time to examine Indian life more fully to meet the gallant Sir Walter Ralergh and let him tell
us how he introduced Indian tobacco to Europe....

To make a trip to the famous Catlinite quarries near Pipestone Minnesota, where Indian Peace-Pipes were
fashioned...

To become a Detective and mvestigate closer, some of the Indian mounds, for which this area 1s renowned.
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Or attend a Party tor an Inchan Tribe, which Jane Fisher Dousman held at Pramrie du Chien. to calm an ugly
gathering, bent on revenge,

These and many other fascinations may be found 1n our Treasure Chest of Indian Heritage all inviting
exam ination.

Still we have explored a fair sampling of Indian Names and Reminders, including states. counties, lakes, rivers,
and cities. '

We gratefully acknowledge our debt to the Indians for adding foods like the potato, corn and beans to improve
our meals. The rubber which makes our cars travel quieter and also cocaine and quinine, which may sometime
save our lives.

Then we have learned from an intelligent man, that the Indian past extends t's long arm up into the present, that
a knowledge of the past can prepare us for the future. and prove rewarding in both accomplishments and dollar
values.

Just as satisfyimg can be the added pleasure, which stimulates us, when we learn to know our country better.
Ask questions dig a hitle deeper, and you will uncover new and intriguimg facts.

When we partake of cur next Thanksgiving dinner, which is all Indian, T think it would be appropriate and
thoughtful, to add a prayer of thanks to the Indians, for sharing their many blessings of nature with us.

Henry Rowe Schoolcraft Henry Rowe Schooleraft. Seth Eastman
1865 photo Woodent
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Our Heritage on the Upper Mississippi
Juniar Pragram 33 min.

Blackhawk, a strong minded chief proved the futility of fighting whites, An early injustice festered in
Blackhawk's mind and brought on a costly war as he tried to preserve for his people a small remnant of their
once vast domain, their homes and sacred graves.

Miserable in defeat, Blackhawk reflected, "There are more whites, than the leaves on the trees, They had to
win,"

The Chippewa River was once the home of "Old Abe" called the most famous bird in the world. Hungry
Indians traded this bald eagle to a young man named McCann for a bushel of corn. McCann, a cripple was sad
when he could not enlist with his friends during the Civil War. so he gave his prize possession to his soldier
friends as a mascot. "Old Abe" flew above his regiment as they met the Confederates in battle. The more
intense the fighting. the louder would "Old Abe" screech. as he tflew overhead and would dive at the enemy.
This fighting spirit gained him immortality.

Seldom do we recognize or honor pioneer women. Still their quiet and valuable contributions deserve
attention. One of these assistant architects of mid-America was the lovely. charming Jane Fisher Rolette
Dousman.

— et

Jane {Gccnive} Fisher Roulette Dousman
1804-1882

She first married a prominent fur trader called King Rolette., Afier his death, she married Hercules Dousman,
also a fur trader who built the famous Villa Louis for her.
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She was resourceful. Once, when her husband was away, word came to her that a band of Indians in an angry
mood were coming make trouble thinking that her husband Mr. Dousman had cheated them.

Now just what would yvou do if you were placed in that situation? Would vou get.a gun? Would you leave and
hide? Would you call in a group of men and arm them to resist the mob?

Jane Fisher Dousman was the master of most situations. She sent a servant, inviting the Indians to a feast on
her lawn adjoining her home. There she received them, greeted them as guests, offered them food,
refreshments. and organized games as entertainment .

The Indians ate, they drank and had such a good time that they forgot their gripes, On leaving, the Indians
showed admiration for their capable and gracious hostess. With bowing thankful gestures and smiling faces
they departed friends.

There is much that we can learn from this charming Ambassador which we can well practice in our lives.
Young Rolette, Jolly Joe was a son of Mrs. Dousman by her first husband. Young Joe Rolette is a representative
of the early trade aristocracy.

Joe Roulette, Jr.
Born in Prairie du Chien, and like his father, a fur trader, Jolly Joe moved north into Minnesota as fur trade
declined around here. In Minnesota he was known for his pranks. for he was practical joker, and idolized for
saving the capital for St. Paul. As a member of the territorial legislature, he took a bill didn't like, which passed
the territorial legislature, moving the seat of government to St. Peter and he was missing for ten days. The
missing bill would not be effective unless it could be signed during the session, so he is given credit for saving
the capital for St. Paul.

The March of Time had etched countless reminders on our gorgeous landscape of romantic people and stirring
events for all to enjoy.
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The Great River is sprinkled witly our heritage. You can easily unlock this Treasure Chest of Lore and feast upon
it's many wonders. [ am sure it will enrich your life as it has mine. Thank you.

MJ Dryrudime
Oct, 24, 1962
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AESCALAPIUS AND CLIO

Clifford Lowd af Adedical Muse wn

This is an occasion worthy of remark. Here we are with 208 made satellites orbiting overheard: with the corpus
of lwman knowledge doubling every eighty years: with the population of the world gquite literally exploding:
with new nations appearing almost monthly (with all the complications of their urgent aspitations and vimlent
nationalism entail), with a compelling drive for equality of opportunity regardless of race consuming energy
and passicn and wisdom botl in these United States, the cradle of the concept and abread; with the clearly
emerging position of the white race as a minority group lending new urgency to the search for world
brotherhood, and with all of us painfully awarz than man has it in his power to wipe himseIlf from face of the
carth in the next half hour. Here we are on the banks of the Father of Waters opening another unit of a
significant historical museum. This, I submit is remarkable, something to be remarksed upon.

It is remarkablz, too. that in this day and age this rite of dedicating a musewn or a historic site or restoration is
occurring in these United States an an average of once a week. I wonder about this sometimes, I wonder about
the rapad proliteration of historical societies. I wonder about all the tine and energy and money we are putting
into the preservation of past both here and abroad. Does it represent as some have suggested. a frantic search
for roots, a desperate clutching at steaws i the stormy troubled seas on wiich we are adnfit? Is it escamsm, a
wiay 1o zet our minds off the world's troubles?

I think not. Everyvone has some sense of history, as a mininwn knows that there 1s a past, a peopled past. He
knows that the United States of America did not come into being with JFK or DDE or HTS, or even FDR. He
knows that the West has a background. He may even know that Bussia existed before 1917, Not 50 many
know the VALUE of history, the rewards its techniques and discipline bring: the story of how we got where we
are; knowledge of the background of present problems; the perspective which comes trom realizing how far we
have come as homo sapizns, or as Westemners as Americans in how short a time, and which makes for a rational
if impatient conservatism;, the wisdom which comes from watching generations of people, individuals, groups,
societies, working together or against cach other, watching the wheels go rovnd; and above all, perhaps, the
emphasis on the importance of the individual which supparts a tenet basic to the concepts of the West and the
Judeo-Christian heritage. These are the products that give the study of lnstory importance.

And 50 the present enormoeus activity in history, historical societies, historical sites, historical museums is not
escapism by invelvement. It 1¢ a dehiberate, organized, consciows attempt to bring to more peaple the values the
leaders of these projects have found for themselves. It is both an effott to conserve the pliysical elements of
heritage and to disseminate the mteresting and significant things about that heritage and its values to the public
as a4 whole. This is encouraging. It s laudable. It good.

But today, we focus on one part of this huge movement: the lustorical musenm, an institution with a long and
honorable history of its own. Collectors of strange or exotic treasures can trace their lineage at lenst to
Alexander the Great. who sent to his former teacher Aristotle interesting plunder taken in conguest. But the
museum of classical antiquity was literally the home of the muses (one of the Clio), an institution for the pursuit
of the higher branches on leaming. Such was the Museum established at Alexandria by Piolemy Soter, more of
a very great library than a museum in the modern sense.

Later, there were collected trophies of Roman conguest, collections of rehigious relics. But the impetos for the
modern musewn stemmed largely from the rediscovery of Greece and Rome dunng the Renaissance and from
the discovery of America. Both deeply stirred man's curiosity. Excavators and explorers alike brought back
specimens, trophies as it were, for their patron and rulers. Such collections formied the bases of the first great
museums of western Europe: the UtTigi Gallery (Florence), the Museum Civico (Bologna), the Dresden
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Museum, the Louvre. These were in no sense public museuins, they were the private preserve of the ruler, the
de Medicis, the electors of Saxony, the kings of France. Their curiosities and treasures were available only the
nobility, the guest and the occasionally invited scholar. The British Museum created in 1743, when Parliament
accepted the notable collections of Sir Hans Sloane, marked the first attampt at a national museum 1o open on
more genetons terms to a broader but by no means all-inclusive public. Spain followed with the Museo
Nacicnal in 1771; the Louvre became La Museum de la Republique with the French Revolution. The Aimerican
counterpart was on the ong hand the Smithsonian and on the other the large private museums made possible late
in the 19th century by the amassing of large private fortunes,

The more typical American musenm stems from the random collection of objects of interest in a cabinet in the
public house in the States (or earlier in England and on the continent) the predecessor of the parlor whatoot of
the Victorian years. Many of our 15th cettury museums were quite propetly and logically denominated
"cabinsts of curiosities”, a mixtore of evervtlung under the sun, each object in itselt’ a curiosity, 1o be seen for
itself and not in connection with or in relation 10 any other object. This type of display., educational, curiosity-
stirring in its day, quickly degenerated into what came to be known as "visible storage".

From the Smithsonian by the end of the last century, G. Bron Goode was calling for the reform of the museum,
its modernization, specialization, its reorganization along lines pioneered by the British Museum: story-telling
exhibits for the general public separate from research and study collections for the scholar, the use of light and
color, and even specific devices and techniques to attract the casuval passerby for his own education and
improvement.

Here in Wisconsin our own Reuben Gold Thwaites, father of the westemn-type progressive lastorical society and
crusader tor the free public hibrary, was equally devoted to the tree public museum. Operating in the bheady
atmosphere of the Progressive Era, as the still voung country rapidly matured from an economy and society
conterming conspicnons rewards primarily on the few to one visibly benefiting the many, Thwales felt that the
showcase exhibit, though less profound than the book., was more atteactive and stimulating to the "masses” (if' [
may botrow from his fin de ciecle vocabulary). Education was the key to salvation, and faith in the
petfectibility of mankind was umiversal. The museum was now to become what the Crystal Palace Exposition
of 1851 had so clearly indicated it could be: an important vehicle of general, public educatian.

Indead in this county the educational role of the museum has developed phenomenally. For adults, the
structured ¢xhibit with a purpose and a story to tell from typical rather than precious objects caught on more
widely and more quickly than abroad. And for children. the open encouragement of school visitations, the later
the circulation of musewm materials to the schools. radio and TV musemn programs designed for them, the
appearance of education officers on museum staffs, even special children's museums, were all developed in the
United States. Yet research and study collections for the scholar have also been given their full due.

Parallel to the development of greater accessibility to the pubhic and the acceptance of the musewn as an
educational institution bas come a third major trend: specialization and the development of classes and
subclasses of mseums. There are remarkable few general museums today, Instead we have art museunss,
sClenee museums, sports musenims, historical shrines, industrial museums there's even 4 whiskey mussum in
Kentucky now. And we have mcreasingly specialized divisions with each ¢lass modern art, primitive art.
European Ant, African art, etc., etc. Science museums first appeared in mid-century in Europe, developed
hereafter on 1869, Latest derivative of the science museum is the medical muszuim, the very latest development
in which we meet to celebrate today.

Today there are over 8.000 museums in the world; some 1,300 of them in the United States. Their present
number, their rapid proliferation is a sign of the times: a sign of accumulated wealth {museums do not grow en
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the frontier); of maturity to enjoy and cultivate culiure. A century agoe there was in Wisconsin only a single
natural history collection on Capital Square in Madison; a medical museum Would' have been laughed cut of
court. The doctors were much too busy scratching out a living to contribute to such a scheme. The profession
was absorbed in practice in "today" lacked time and inclination for reflection on the the larger story, backeground
or public attitudes. The same production and accumulation of capital that makes possible skyscrapers and
interstate lnghways, jet aircraft and huge mechamzed and fertibized farms, foreign aid and domestic comfon,
pipelines and space rockets, makes possible the fabulous growth of our educational and cultural resources
school, college and vniversity; hastorical society, hbrary, theater, symphony and museumn. It marks the
difference between the frontier and the atfluent society.

So much for the Brade, the musenm, abode of the muses and itz evolition from treasure house of the conqueror
ot tulet, or the local cabinet of curiosities, into an affective nstrumient of general democratic education. We
have noted something of the democratization of the museum in the 20th century: 1ts rapidly accelerating interest
in educating the public, young and old: rapid growth in the flowering of the United States in the 20th century.
Now a brief note on the groom whao customarily gets shorter shrift.

In medicine, too, we have the scholar the research scientist or teanw, classifying, experimenting, putting this bit
of knowledge together with that and with a dose of shrewd intuition to advance the horizons of knowledge. 1
spoke earlier of the estimated doubling of the corpus of human knowledge every eight years. Nowhere more
than in medicine with the possible exception of space - is the :public more aware of the rapidity and radicalness
of change. May I remind you that the anhiseptic treatment of wounds 15 less than a hundred years old? That
Kock discoversd the genm of tuberculosis just 80 years ago? That Schaudinn was isolating the germ of syphilis
five vears atter the twentieth century began? That only with the building of the Panama Canal Jid the effective
attack on vellow fever begm? That it was 1906 when Hopkins formulated the doctrine of vitamios m foods?
Those discoveries are 50 old-hat that today they seem antediluvian. But the last three bring us to the binthdate of
perhaps half of us in this audieoce! And what we have sgen discovery of of the vituses, the antibiotics, new and
more effective anesthetics, radical and daring and effective surgery of the heart, of severed limbs, of the nervous
systeny, and early perambulation!

But the perfection of the new discovery or the new technique is not enough. An informed public is also
egzential in a democracy, essential in this ins1ance to its owin better health and essential to the ultimate well-
being of the medical and associated professions.  And how do you communicate highly technical intelligence to
the public? Especially a public on the one hand pre-conditioned to medical progress, enjoving a euphoristic
sense that things medical are progressing with amazing speed, ready 1o accept the latest claims for a new drug. a
new procedurs, a new cure: a public on the other hand skeptical of the costs of drugs, of hospitalization, of
nmiedical service: perplexed by problems of birth control, abertion, cuthanasia, medicare, sociabized medicing?
How to communicate with such a public? Headlings. feature articles in newspapers and magazines, lectures.
radio and television of course: better m books: best of all perbaps in elucidated exhibits,

There are a few other major medical mwseums in this country,

Some ate frankly presentist, almost propagandistic in approach: telling yvou what YOU should be doing or
government is doing to promote public health, At least one other. 15 a genvine chamber of horrors-acres of
slices of enlarged heants, cross-sections of innumerable carcinoma, pickled legs, etc.; an old-style cabinet of
curiosities on a large scale. Modernization has hit this museum only in a few scattered exhibits, and it is
interesting lareely as a survival of musewmm techuiques common a century ago.

The Museum of Medical Progress on the other hand is something new and different. 1t 1s not just a medical
museum, but a museum of medical history. And history is introduced not just in terms Dr. William Beaumont
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and military medicine of the 1830%; it is used as history must be used, to place one development next to
another; 1o show interrelationships; to place events in time and perspective; to give background to present
developments and the current situation; to make us realize our debt to those on whose shouldsrs we stand and to
those who have left our better health, our longer lives, our better nutrition as their monuments. It is a. mark of
the maturity of history that it reaches out to embrace within its discipline the ficld of medicine. It is a mark of
the maturity of Amencan medicing that it thus turns from pure practics to the enhancement of culture,
understanding and citizenship. Both are recent developments, both are present here at Prairie do Chien.

Here indeed 15 the wedding of Clio a muse of history, and Aescalapins, god of medicine. Here are combined the
commemoration of the historic experiments here performed by Dr. Beaumont in the physiology of Alexis St.
Martin's stemach, with the historical story of medical and public health development of historic shrines in
Prairie du Chien and in the preservation of the Second Fort Crawford bas been great indeed; the dedicated
enthusiasm of a Don McMeil, who, as a young graduate student secking medical records, first projected the
historical collaboeration between the State Medical and Historical Secieties from which evolved the Historical
Section of the former and the Museum of Medical Pogress: the stubborn statesmanship of a Charley Crownhart
who made all of us then at the State Historical Society feel good when it became clear that this musewm had be
come his project; the deep historical interest and knowledge of distinguished medical practitioners of the calibre
of B. G. Aveson and H. Kent Tenney: and the remarkable talent of the gentleman trom Mississippi who never
quiie lost the last trace of his Southern accent. whao certainly never lost an iota of his Southern charm and grace.,
and who became very much one of us Wisconsinites and has made a great contribution both to his profession
and his adopted state.

This is a natural vmon, for medicine 15 of great importance in our history. It 15 a natural vnion because the
historical approach and perspective is important to public appreciation of medical progress and to medicine's
knowledge of itselt. And it is timely for. in addition to attesting the economic and cultural climate of the times,
surely Clio and Aescalapivs are now old enongh to know what they are in for. So, T look for a long, happy and
productive union here at the junction of the Wisconsin and the Mississippi Rivers.

I have suggested that this is a remarkable oceasion; that this 1s a retnarkable museum, breaking new ground in
public education in history and in medicine. And we all know that we are honoring ourselves today in letting a
remarkable man know what we thiok of him. Dt Stovall, you have heard again woday something about yourself
as doctor, historian and teacher. To what has been said, I would add only that it may be one of the most lasting
marks of your "teachmanship” that you have leosed upon Wisconsin and the entire American medical
profession, a whole generation of Wisconsin physicians exposed to an interest in and appreciation of medical
history, knowledgeable in the role of the museum as an ¢ducational device:, philosophers as well as practitioners
concerned with the past and the future as well as the present of thear profession, and wiath its place in the public
appreciation and understanding. My prophecy is that they like vou, like the Stovall Hall of Hzalth will have a
growing impact on the profession for vears to come.

So. I greet vou neither as a doctor nor historian you are, nor even as the chief collector of funds and artifacts for
tlns muzeum, bt a5 the “learned gentleman®, Tused the phrase advisedly, who made firmi the published bans
between the State Medical Society and the State Historical Society, the godlike Aesacalaping and the zentle
Cho, m this pioneer venture, this teaching musewm of medical history, whose tull unpact can scarcely be
foreseen today. And we all rejoice that the central teaching section of this burggoning museum is to bear your
name. It will mean the more to all of us that this is so.

1962
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Représentation i |mag|na|re de Julien Dubuque et de sa femme
suppozée

JULIEN DUBUQUE & THE MINES OF SPAIN

Tulien Dubugue & The Mines of Spain 1s an typical study of regional transition on the upper Mississippt.
EBnnging action and drama to the scene, were painted Indians, Spanish congquistadors, French legionnaires,
EBritizh red-coats and American troops. In this colorful setting, Julien Dubuque a fur trader and lead miner
created a frontier dynasty reflecting medieval France. What he left was a prelude to modern America.

In the fading days of French rule 1n Canada January 10th, 1762 be exact, Julien Dubuque was born of French-
Zanadian parents near Three Eivers Canada on the 3t Lawrence river. Being the thirteenth child, he did not
lack for a supply of baby sitters, wath six brothers and six sisters.

Tulien Dubugue grew to manhood, he became enchanted with the adventurous life and glowing fortune awaiting
the fur trader. At twenty-one he left home, lured toward the fur trade route to Western wilds, Ascending the
Ottawa river, he portaged to Lake Mippising and came down the French niver inte Lake Huron. A pausze

at Michilimackinac, then on to Green Bay, up the Fox River, a portage to the Ouisconsin, then down to Prairie
du Chien. This was the fam ous fur trade center of the Northwest,

Toung Dubugque's arrival in 1783, coinctided wath the treaty granting independence to America's thirteen
col onies with General Washington the popular hero, Thirteen proved alucky number for the colonies, perhaps
al zo it would bring wealth to this thirteenth child

Theoretically, land east of the Mississippt was now American, but unsettled quasn ons remained about portions
of present Wisconsin, Well, in isolation the French-Canadian community of Praine du Chien was little affected,
It would takce vears to consolidate the eastern seaboard area. Changes would probably be deferred for some
vears along the wild interior fringe of a voung Amenca To the West of the Mississippd Eiver lay Spanish
territory with authority centered in. Louisiana.

Ewer since explorer Louis Joliet and misstonary Father Marquette discovered the Father of Waters. on June 17,
1673 . the unction of the Cuisconsin and Mississippt Eivers had become a Favorite rendezvous for Indians and
fur traders. Eivers and lakes were nature's paths of travel by both the Indians and explorers. The far reaching
arms of the Missizsipp offered ready access to nearly two-thirds of America. Just when this town, at the
confluences of the Omsconsin and the Mississippi, was first called Prairte du Chien is cloaked in a haze of
mystery. The name Prairie du Chien refers to the prairie of an Indian chief named The Dog, whe had his village
at this location,
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In a 1682 letter, Bieur La Salle commenced an establishment here. La Salle was a French fur trader, but is best
known for lus explorations on the lower Mississippi. Nicholas Perrot followed erecting Fort 8t. Nicholas on the
north bank of the Wisconsin adjacent to the Mississippi. His fort was evidently named in bonor of his patron
saint.

A permanent settlement at Pramrie du Chaen appears about 1775, when Jean Marie Cardmal, has wife Manie and
Indian slave Cola established their home on Mill Coulee Creek. Cardinal was a hwnter and trapper.

The voung and handsome Dubugue. arriving at Praitie du Chien was eager and anxious to lear more about the
Indian customs and operations of the fur trade. This proved easy for the French Canadian vovageurs, courier du
Bois, and traders were tlattered to be asked about their experiences. A hotile of wine proved a stimulating aid as
he wied to pry loose confidential formation. Mention was made of Jean Marie Cardinal, his fur trading
activity and his having worked lead deposits about sixty miles down river in earlier days 1673 to 1680, Julien
found he could not talk with Cardinal for he had been Killed in 1780 helping defend St. Louis as the British
attacked during the Revolationary War.

But. he found he could talk with Cardinal's wife, a vital Pawnee Indian, who still lived here with her family.
Marie Cardinal, was intimately familiar with ber husband's activities and did not hesitate to tell him that her
husband had made friends with the Eeynards and they allowed Cardinal to mine on the Indian land west of the
river. By Reynards, she referred to the Fox Indians. This lead was brought by canoe o Prairie du Chien and
forwarded east. Lead was important for casting bullet and shot, a trade commoedity in great demand, Here was
a promising opportunity to slip into the vacant slot left by the death of Cardinal, be must first build good will
among the Fox Indians and gain their contidence, their lovalty, 8o he decided to become a roving ambassador,
making friends of the Fox Indians. In purswiog las for trading rounds, he made sure his dealings were
eminently fair. With thoughttul presents given to influential chiefs of the Fox, he gained admiration in their
several villages, From the ficst Jubien Doubugue displayed that gemus tor gaining the respect, the adnuration of
the Indians and for winning theit firm friendship. That was mwore often found among the early French pioneers
than among other groups. The quick and volatile nature of the Franch traders and explorers found a certain
kinship among the savages.

It was now five years since his arrival at Prairie du Chien. He was twenty six and ready for the most crucial
pottion of his grand plan. Confident as he would ever be following vears of hard work, he invited twenty-six
important Fox chiefs from five villages to join him in Council at Prairie du Chien.

Latz in the Indian month of the Com Moon, when the river bluffs were wrapped in kaleidoscopic fall colors,
canees bearing the Fox Indians made their way to Prawcie du Chien landing on the main village 1sland. Juben
Dubugue was on hand to greet his friends. conducting them to the comncil grounds where he offered om to
quench their thirst followed by delectable roast deer and dehcate sturgeon to satisfy their hunger. Afternwards
they settled back to smoke the calumet and watch Indian games. Then the Council convened. The erux of their
deliberations can be best understood by examining the contract which Dubugue drew up, and atter a friendly
dizcussion, was agreed upon by the Fox delegation.

The onginal contract in French has been translated imto English tor the records of the 1. 8. Court.

Copy of the Council held by the Foxes, that iz to say, of the branch of five villages, with the approval of the rest
of their people, explained by Maurice Blondean, selected by them in their presence and m the presence of us.
The undersigned. that is to say the Foxes permit Julien Dubuque, called by them the Little Cloud to worlc at the
mine as long as he shall please, and to withdraw from it without specifyving any term to him.
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Morenver, that they sell and abandon to him, all the coast and the contents of the mine discovered by the wife of
Pzosta, so that ne white man or Indian shall make any pretension to it without the consent of Sieur Julien
Dubuque;, and in case he shall find nothing within, he shall be free to search wherever he may think properto do
so, and to work peaceably without anyene hurting him or doing any prejudice in his labors.

Thus we chiefs and braves, by the voice of all our villages agreed with Julien Dubugue, selling and delivermg to
him this day. as above mentioned. in presence of the Frenchmen who attended us, who are witnesses to this
writing,

At the Prairie du Chien. in full council, 22nd of September. 1788

Signed
Blondeau (A for teader)
Ala Austin
Antaya
Basil Giard, his seal )]
Blondeau, sealed by his ring mark )
Joseph Fontigny )

When the writing was executed. September. 22, 1788, Julien Dubuque paid the Indians for the grant in goods.

The chizfs of the Fox Indians a few days afterwards agreed erection of monwments, or markers, and these were
installed at the mouth of the river Little Maguoketa to the north of the mines: and to the Tetes des Morts (Heads
of the Dead) to the south as evidences of the upper and lower bounds of the tract

Just how, much land was staked out? In the French land measuremient it was 72,324 arpents. The claim ran
wenty-one miles along the west bank of the Mississippi and extended back to a depth of nine miles. In other
words it consisted of 139 square miles or 120,960 acres, a large doman.

Dubuque setiled his ten employees which he had hired at Prairie du Chien. on the Catfish Creek, just south of
the present city where the Kettle Chief had lus Indian village. Thus began the town of Dubugue.

Dwring his long residence on the Iowa shore he exercised great influence over the Indians on both sides of the
Mississippi River, The Winnebagoes on the east of it and the Foxes on the west of it were in the habiat of
consulting him on all their important problems.

Legend pictures Dubuque marrying the Indian princess Potosa. Yet. no authoritative facts have been found to
prove he was even married or bad children. His success was so spectacular that many credit him with
overawing the red-men with a repertoire of tricks.

The most popular tradition handed down recounts an occasion when the Foxes refused to agree to some
demand. He threatened set Catfish Creek on fire and leave their village high and dey. The Indians still refused
him 5o at mght bis associates emptied a barrel of turpenting on the water above the bend and when it had floated
down to the village, Dubugue set fire to it. In a few moments the entire creek was apparently ablaze.

The terrified Indians hastened to concede all that Dubucgue had asked and supposedly by exercise of lus will, the
fire was extinguished.
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True, Dubuque did use magic at times to dramatize his power but I thiok his influence was founded o much
more basic capabilities. Julien deserves credit for magnetic leadership, foresight, ingenuity and hard work.
These attributes through the vears proved much more ¢ffectual in maintaining the lovalty and devotion of his
Indian friends and white associates.

Dubugue made many improvements oo bis lands: he cleared an extensive farm, and constructed upon it houses
and a horse mill. He cultivated the farm and dug lead ore which he smelted in a furnace constructed for the

puLpose,

Moreover, he was successful in his Indian trade, skillfully wtilizing bis Indian influence to expand volume. He
vigorously guarded his fur termitory and minmg rights. He enforced No Trespassing. By that I don't mean he
posted any signs Which read... BEWARE... No Trespassing... My Indians Will Scalp You... Stay Away. Still, at
that time it was common knowledge among the froatiersmen.. don't encroach on Dubuque's teratory, his Fox
Indians my take a shot at you.

Like a feudal baron, he buill a stockade fort in his village and mounted a cannon for defense.

The wily Frenchman did not confine his mining operations exclusively to the west of the river. His Indians and
white employees prospected east of the river also.  The Winnebago Indians were friendly. He appears to have
opened lead mines on the Apple river, near the present Elizabeth illinois, and as. early as 18303 operated the Old
Buck and Hog lead diggings on the Fevre river.

Dubugue appears to have largely employed his Indian friends in prospecting tor lead mines, When. their
discovenes were reported to hin he would send Canadians and bhalt-breeds to prove the claims and sometimes
work them: although in many cases he was content with proving the claim and allowing the Indians to work it
themselves; the product being brouglit to his large trading house on the west sade of the river. In this manner the
entire region of the lead mines in Iowa, Wisconsin and Illineis became more or less occupied by Dubnque's men
before any permanent American seftlement.

Indian lead mining was crude. The hoes., shovels and crow bars which Dubuque made available to the Indians
at his trading house were a big inprovement over the stone axes and wooden implements previcusly used. The
Indians loaded their ore at the bottom of shaft into tough deer skins, the bundles being hoisted to the surface or
dragged up inclined planes by long thongs of hide. Indian mining was whelly conducted by the old men and
squaws and the bucks doing the smelting.

No reference is made about the Indian madens. So in my researches [ tried to dig out what the pretty Indians
girls were girls were doing while all the others were so busy. [ didn't find the answer. Perhaps they were
powdering flour on their noses and massaging bear grease n their hair, getting ready tor an evemng date.

Getting back to lead mining, I teel sure that Dubuque's main mining operations were characterized by better
nmethods and much more equipment than was used by 1solated Indian digpers.

As time passed, his wealth and holdings wereased. In 1796, Dubugue applied to Baron De Carondelet, the
Spanish Governor of Louisiana at New Orleans for confirmation of his claim in an extremely polite request..
Cleverly, Dubuque's petition referred to his operations as "The Mines of Spain". After some delay, his
request was gragted. Dubugue was now Fortified in his claim, and a princely claim it was.

Seldom did this mingr get embroiled in the strite between the British and Spanish, who carried their Old World
conflicts to this continent. However, in 1797, English traders at Prairie du Chien were pillaged by the Sac and



125

Fox Indians, headed by some traders from 5t Lows. A contemporary Pratrie du Chien trader, Brishods once
commented: Occastonally the Spamards at 5t Louwis would send up a gunboat to seize fur and peltries as
confiscated property, having been gathered by British traders on Spanish territory and without license.
Dubugue and his friends may have participated for he was extrem ely jealous of his monopoly within his
territory.

Lead and furs made Tulien Dubucue an astonishing wealthy tman at least on the upper Mississippt. Hiz name
becatne farmous up and down the valley, “Wealth gave him prestige and affluence. His establishinent on the
Catfish, with lis home, his stables, his warehouses, his cabing for his French-Canadian and half -breed foremen,
and and workers must have been an impressive one asmall kingdom. An eatly traveler referred to it asa
fortified settlement on the banks of the river,

Twice a vear he went to 5t Louts with hiz boats filled with valuable ores and furs . "the richest argosies on the
upper Missizsippt during those wears." He brought back to his settlementin the wilderness a wealth of wares,
merchandise and trinkets for the Indian trade.

His smelting furnaces for lead ore were the largest in the west He controlled the boats which carnied the
product down the nver to market. In gaining absolute supremacy over the lead industry he displayed a
remarkcable talent. For whatever lead ores he purchased, he established the rate. In the market he fized the
price of the refined product. By a hundred and twenty five vears, he anticipated the policies of later mining
magnates.

In middle life, Dubuque was described as well below the usual stature of black hair and eves, wiry and well
built, capable of great endurance, and remarkably courteous and polite, with all the suavity and grace of the
typical Frenchman. To the ladies, was always the essence of politeness.

& new BErawas ushered in when &merica made the famed Lowisiana Purchase in 1803 from Napoleon of
France. The purchase of Louisiana for £15,000,000 doubled the area of the United States by acoquisition of land
lying between the Mississippt and the Eocky Mountains, The treaty did not define exact boundaries. While the
Gulf of Mexico was fized as the line to the south and the Mississippt as that to the east, there was no clear
understanding as to whether the cession included West Florida and Texas.

Cur govemment's first step was to explore, to map, to evaluate and to defend this newly acquired territory.
Lieutenant Zebulon Pike was chosen to head an expedition up the Mississippd in 1805 On September first Pike
grounded his keelboat in front of Dubueue's establishment, landing his twenty soldiers. This was the first
appearance of the flag with the stars and stripes at Dubuque.

Zebulon Filee

Pike reported: "We were saluted with a field prece and received every matk of attention by Monsieur Dubuque,
the proprietor. There were no horses at the house and 1t was s1z miles to where the mines were worked. I
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therefore proposed ten queries.” Om the answers my report was founded. Dubugque'’s answers were guarded,
giving a minimum of information without offending his guest.

In about 1804, Fickle fortune began to frown on Julien Dubuque, at least in matters financial. Whether his
program of commercial conquest was too ambitious, or his speculations too daring, he somehow became
heavily indebited to the fur prince of 5t. Lowis, Augustine Chotean. Unable to mieet his payments on October 4,
1804 Dubugue conveved to Chotean seven undivided sixteenth of all the land included in his claim. The debt
amounted to about $14,848.

Dubuque was 10 enjoy possession of his land during his lifetime. In 1806, Dubuque and Choteau obtained
contirmation of their Spanish title fromy William Henry Harrison and the Board of UL &, Comumissioners at St
Louis. The teport of the findings was forwarded to Washington where Albert Gallatin, Secretary of of the UL 8.
Treasury took issue with the findings, but lus interpretation were not forthcomung witil 1810

Julien Dubuque died oo March 24, 1810 of pneumonia. Legend depicts the sorrowful Indian procession
winding its way to the top of the noble bluff overlooking his home and the village of the Foxes with mournful
chants and the eloquent splendor and solemnity they could bring to bear. Sometime later a cedar cross was
placed over the tomb by his faithful French-Canadian followers.
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OUR HERITAGE ON THE UPPER MISSISSIPPI

Surior Frogromt 33 mi
I feel privileged and honored to meet with you.

Speaking of Our Heritage, I will be brief recalling but a few highlighis in the March of Time on the Upper
Mississippi. Heritage is a gift to us from the past.

The regional history of this area has received little attention. yet this is our home and we should know more
about the colortul procession of people and events. which tashioned this section and our lives,

I have found research in this field fascinating, luring me on into a twenty vear study which has enriched my life
and I sure I can enrich vours also.

Ouisconsio Termtory was created in 1826, and iocluded Minoesota, Iowa and parts of the Dakotas, Though later
divided into separate states we a common hertage and mutual interests.

Nature has nchly endowed vs with a treasure of world fame, the majestic, the romantic Mississippi River. Here
is a legacy of rare and wondrous value calling for ingenuity to exploit it's many anributes. The Mississippi
Raver system may be likened to a huge artery energizing the central United States. The econonue potenhial is
scarcely scratched.

Traveling the Great River Road, which hugs the banks of the Father of Waters, can be a delighiful adventure.
Romance iz lurking everywhere and little known. Here rests much of our proud challenging future.

Obscure is the fact that Vikings made exploratory trips into Minnesota in 1362, 130 years before Columbus,
according to Runestone accounts.  Sir Paul Knmitson directed this expedition into Hudson's Bay, then moving
south by rivers and lakes mte Minnesota,

This revelation began vnfolding in 1898, when af Ohman, a farmer cut down an aspen tree. Imbedded in the
roots was a large stone with steange hieroghvplics carved m the face, which he could not translate. Years later
Hjalmar Holand found this stone being used as a step into a barn and deciphered the message which explorers
had left.

Here is a replica of the Kensington Runestone at Alexandria, Minnesota.
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“WMr. Ohman and the Rimestone

The frst permanent settlers landing at Prairie du Cluen were Jean Marie Cardinal his wife and Indian slave
Bola. Bola may have been the drinking member of the party for later his children called him Pop. Cardinal was
a hunfer, trapper, and a fur trader. Buffalo fording the river delayved their canoe landing.

Seldom do we think of the Revolutionary War evidencing itself in this area. still Cardinal was lalled defonding

St. Louds as British Expeditionary foree from Prairie du Chien attacked. Cardinal Fountain and Cardinal
Avemie in 8t Lonis are reminders of this man
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When Fort Shelby was captured by the British and renamed Fort McKay. there was some dissatisfaction among
the British officers. This honor irked Captain Anderson. who directed the attack with Anderson insisting the

Colonel McKay was drunk at time.

3
With tha Frean of Ghent ending the war, this region was returned ta the Americans. The Brivsh lgft. Fither they burnzd the jory, oF a
pheramenal meteoralogical shower fired the stockade, Which explanarion i correct miay never be krown, [t appears 1o fave been the

anly battle af the War of 15812 fought this area.

The Americans built a new fortification al the same location calling 1t Forl. Crawlord in honor of the Secretary
of War, Foundations of this fort, including fireplaces, barracks. and dungeon can still be seen.

William H. Crawford
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4 bright starin our pastis the Great Treaty of Prairie du Chien in 1825, when approzimately 6,000 Indians
gathered. Although several other treaties were held at this location this conclave appears to have been the
latgest Indian treaty meeting that was ever held in Morth &merica
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Dr. Beaumont's monumental work laid the cornerstones on which the science of physiclogy was built. In the
Hospital Section of the 2 Fort Crawford, the State Medical Society of Wisconsin opened their Museum of
Medical Progress, memerializing Dr. Beaum ont, and other notable state doctors, who have advanced medical
practice from the crude beginnings to the present state of perfection.

Tust dedicated, 15 the Dy, Stovall Hall of Health in this complex, Carefully prepared displays explain the matiy
new technigques, safeguarding our health. Here the public, the teacher and student can keep abreast of this fast
moving science. When we realize our store of knowledge doubles every eight vears it seems important that we
utilize this newest of teaching method.
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JULIEN DUBUQUE
Mirmar af the Mines of Spain
e thiz 24t Dy of Marck, 1810
Age 45 years and Six Months

His exact age was forty eight vears, two and half months.

His burial spot attracted many travelers. Trader Shaw's recollections of avisitin 1816 are;

"Dubuque's tomb, Julien Dubuque was bunied on a very high promontory on the western shore of the
Mlississippd at some period prior to 1815, about a mile below the present city of Dubugue. & tomb was erected
over the grave, covered with tin and on a bright day when the sun's rays would reflect from 1t, could be seen
from a distance of a dozen miles below.”

So great was the veneration of the Indians for Dubudue's memory that they constantly kept wigil for years over
his tomb till the whites became quite thickly settled in the country, The tomb has since gone to decay.

Beltrami a titled Ttalian wisitor in 1823, reported: Dubuque reposes with regal state in aleaden casketin a
mavsoleum of wood, which Indians erected upon the summit of a hill that ovetlooks their camps and commands
the river.

A respected gentleman, a friend of Dubunue's attempted to persuade me that this juggler was in the habit of
taking rattlesnakes in his hands and speaking to them in alanguage they understood, could tame them and
render them gentle as doves.

How there was quite afeat, if a persen could be clever enough to speak to rattlesnakes 1n alanguage which they
understood. That1s one experiment I am not going to make. Anyone who could master that tick should get a
professorship in “snakeology™.

George Catlin the renowned Indian painter visited the spotin 1835 and painted a memorable picture of the great
Miner's Grave a bluff. T understand that the grave of the Indian chief wheo asked to buried next to Dubunque 15
not matked. In 1897, an imposing tower was erected as a monument over his tomb.
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Place nfﬁuﬁuwe's Crave

Dubugue Tower
Youmay ask, what became of the Dubuque-Choteau land claim after Dubuque's death? Well, Seeretary of
Treasury Gallatin report of 1810, promipted the Board of Land Conmmizaioners at 8t. Lows to reverse their
favorable decision of 1806, Gallatin's legal logie 15 rather involved, but it mught be simphfied as follows:
Dubugue in good faith, but mustalzenly thought he owned and the land.

All he had was a temporary concession to mine and nse the lands. Afier his death, they reverted to the Foxes.

Conszequently it was maintmned later on that in the Blackhawl: Treaty these lands were sacurad by the United
States wnencumberad by any claims of Dubugue or Choteau Therefore, they could be sold by the United States
directly to the new setilers.

Chateau and other claimants fought fot years to retain possession of this tract but finally in 1854, the U. 5.
Supreme Court upheld the goveanment contenfion and rejected Chateau's plea. This was a late date to settle thas

controversy for the gates te Dubuque had long ago been opened to settlers on June 1, 1833 twenty-one years
before. By 1854, 1t was a sizable ety

Tulien Dubugue, founder of Dubuque, the first white cettler in the state,was in many ways one of the most
remarkable men of his times in the west. Certainly the most preturesque white man eatly lowa. A dominant
figure i hir trading and lead numng.
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INDIAN PRINTS

Prairie du Chien Indians ........ nomadic......Red Bird

This gun prompted my early interest in Indians. It was the trusty companion of Blanche's great grandfather, an
early settler. The octagonal barrel with no rifling is typical of these early hand made guns. It is nice looking,
but Indians didn't like this heavy a gun. It weighed too much to carry all day.

The old gentleman who owned this gun farmed a few miles here. One November afternoon his cattle strayed
along the bluffs, the old pioneer grabbed his gun and started out after his herd. A severe blizzard came up
unexpectedly. The family were worried but did not know where he had gone.

Later, a rap on the window revealed Indian Joe's scary face. On opening the door in came Indian Joe carrying
the dead man and his gun. Indian Joe had found him frozen sitting against a tree with the gun across his lap.
Frontier life was rugged...and Indians not always bad.

When | learned that Prairie du Chien was named by the French for an Indian chiefl called The Dog. my interest
in Indians was increased.

Then, when | read that the largest Indian treaty meeting ever held in the U. 8. took place here in 1825, | tried to
visualize just what this group looked like. Did they have features like the on the penny and nickel? Were they
the same as the red-skins in the movies? Would they look like Cochise and Tonto? Many surprises were in
store for me, for the Indians who gathered at Prairie du Chien looked very different. They were individualistic.
They were not cast from a single mold as in most and TV programs,

Going back to the treaty of 18235, 1 copied names of the Indians signing. The Indians had no written language,
s0 on the treaties they had signed with X's and the interpreters wrote in their names judging the spelling by the
sound and meaning.

Would pictures be available? Photography did not come west until about 1850. And, it was well after the Civil
War until we find many photographs. This forced me back to the early painters.

To my surprise, | found an interesting group of frontier artists. some artist reporters lured west, to capture and
preserve on canvas the fast disappearing native Indian for the rolling western frontier was fast engulfing the
natives.

[ found many. now famous artists had visited Prairie du Chien. Some were the panorama painters capturing the
beauty of our regal waterway the Mississippi. Others specialized largely on Indians. Wimar & Bierstadt went
farther west. Rindisbacher was perhaps the best early resident artist in Wisconsin.
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LR Capibain W, Sondrew Wolger sayving Tacewell to e chicfs aod principal

Indian warriors at Farel Mackay, Praicle du (Bden, Wisconsin, on 22 May 1815 [Untitled].
*en aid walim I-c r. v & ik lllllh'\-ln a X1

Caollistom of Amson Carter Wissenien, Ford Woeth

RinlisBacher

e m e S & B Em W e

War Dance of The Sauks and Foxes
Rindishacher
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[saac Winneshiek, Winnebago Chief'in La Crosse, Wisconsin
Peter Rindisbeeher 1529

Rindishacher immigrated with his parents to Lord Selkirk's Clolony in 1821 (a colony near the present
Winnepeg, Canada )

1 found that 1. 0. Lewis, Henrv Lewis and Captain Seth Eastman had made some paintings here.
Basically they were primifive arlists, in keeping with the time. This was the period from 1825 to 1850,

The originals of these paintings are difficult to trace. Some are in the Smuthseran Institute and other nmiseinns,
some in private hands, some have been burned, and some lost. To malke a collection of oils would require a
fortune.

Maost of these artists distributed Abongmal Portfolios, The complete folios are still to expensive for most
collectors, but broken fohios or separale prints can be purchased and assembled  In many ways, this1s a betfer
procadure for the amateur. In this way he can select prints direefly related to his interest or smdy.

1 found in Scotland, prints of 22 Indians who signed rzaties here in Prairie du Chien. Character studies from
these prints give many interesting reactions. How good ars vour at reading the character of person from his
pichure? Perhaps a few words about the Indians in general 1s in order.

There are three primary racialgroups:
Caucasoid ywhite)
Mongoloid  {vellow) Indians
MNegrond (black)

Migrated from Asia across the Aleutian chain into America
Clean faced, fow whiskers, no heard
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Name... Indian... Columbus called them Indians.

Red-skin: no red, actually brownish skin
Fondness for painting their skins. prompted the name red-skin, protection trom sun and
wind.

Decoration with insects, societies. deads, occasions.

Appearance Movie & TV.. .none look like Hollywood characters

Plains Indhan... become stereatyped. Feather War Bonnet and tails
Two main divisions of the Indians... Woodland...Plans

Mississippi roughly the dividing line

Both vigited Prairie du Chien

Indvidualistic dress each vnigue, self expression
Carver..Indians.. .about 1780,

Deerskin loin aprons, leggings, moccasins, buffalo robe, wood war club, bow and arrows, porcupine quill work,
shell. pearls.

Trader Influence: Iron points, war clubs and spears, arrow tips, blankets-woven woolens, medals, necklaces,
arm bands, bracelets, jewelry, looking glass, bells, beaded designs, store bought coats, gifts, woolen and cotton
printzd cloth

The hat designs of the Indhans were unigue.

Let me point to a few interesting Indians in this group. Prints from Mckenney & Hall Indian Tribes of North
Amenica, A baook that was published 10 1835, C. B. King pamted manv.

L. Lewis prits from his Aboriginal Portfolio.

1. Treaty Meeting .... 5000 Indians, sour faces as there was no liquor,
Eagle Bed... Fox.... War Club, very typical of this time.

3. Mauck-Coo-Maun...Ioway.. The Indians names were usually chythmic, fluid, metal erown with feather
decorations.

4. Bemry Picker, a Chippewa... Apron, leggings & moccasins. masculine type.

5. Blackhawk...Sauk..Detroit 18335, Clothes given on leaving prison... Character study. Many people
thonght Blackhawk should have cooperated. Keokuk cooperated, but neither Keokuk's cooperation with
the Americans nor Blackhawk's resistance would save their lands.

6. Pe-A-Jick...Chippewa... Three feathers. necklace.

7. Weesh-Cub. . The Sweet, Felt Feather Hat, nose ring, painted face-blue army coat.

8. Snagle'd Tooth... Chippewa...Huge Nose

9. Pe-Schick-Ee...Shirt...Presidential hMedal...(show)

10. Wa Ba Shaw.. Swux.. Man village where Winena now stands. Eve put out by a willow, parted hair

down over, ot patch. Kept peace in Prairie du Chien. Sister matried 1o Brisbois.

11. Red Bird & Wekaw... Winnebago... Murder on Prairie brought on the Winnebagoe War, Goaded mto the
ctime by his tribe.

12. Wadt-He-Doo-Kaana. . Winn....black hand

13. Little Elk.. . Winnebago.. fine masculine features, handsome.

14, Wesh-Cubb...Chippewa...Hereditary chief... father disappointed as he looked and acted like a woman.

13. Wa Kaon, the Snake.. . Winnebago, Belicve born and died in Prairie du Chien, Yellow River Indian
school.
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16. Waa-Na-Taa...Foremost in Battle.. Sioux..-A stem fgure dyed horse hair headdress. elaborate deer-skin
costume beautifully omamented bead and quill work.

Talk-council of Local History
Prairie du Chien April 6, 1963
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View of The Great Treaty Held At Prairie Du Chien
S8 Lewis
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WAA-TOP-E-NOT

MAUCK-COD-MAUN
A Celetirated Joway Chicf
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KAA-NUN-DER-WAAGUINSE-200)
Barry Pickar

BLAlE HAWER
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MAC-CUT-I-MISH-E-CA-CU-CAC
Blackhawl, ¢ Calebrmted Sac Chigf
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PE-A-JICK
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WEESH-CUB
Sweet, A Nored Chiopewa Chief
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CAW-TAA-WAA-BE-TA
Snagle'd Tooth, 4 Chippewa Chief
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FE-SCHICK-EE
A Calebrated Chimpeway Chiel
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WA-BA-SHAW
Aelebrmed Bioes Chisltaie
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RED BIRD AND WE-KAU
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WEESH-CUE
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WALA-KALIN-SEE-EK.AA
Rattle Snake
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HISTORIC CAYA LOG HOUSE SELECTED FOR PRESERVATION

e of the oldest log cabins in Crawtord County is bemg dismantled near Lynxville for reassembly and
preservation in Prairie du Chien.

This proneer dwelling bualt by Michaz] Caya, Lynxville's first permanent settler in 1846, 15 a fime example of
harsd hewn oak log construction of territorial days. Four generations of Cayas prondly called this home, The
last occupant was Mrs, Frank (Francis Traub) Cava who died in 1962, Her son Michae]l Joseph (called
Mitchell} a friendly gentlenyan, built his new home overlocking the family cabin shrine.

Gazing down on the zite in his golden years brings nostalgic recollections. Seeing the old home moved 1o
Prairie du Chien does not make him sad, not at all. Prairie du Chien was where his grandfather wags soldier in
Captain Wyram Knowlion's Company during the Mexican War. Moreover Fort Crawford protected ber
grandmother Caya when she fled there for safety during an Indian scare and within the fort walls, Charles was
born Janvary 1, 1346,

True of many <arly residents Michag]l Caya was born in Quebec Canada of French parents in the year 1822,
When he was eighteen the wilderness lored this voung adventurer to the upper Mississippi where be joired Ins
brother who had come two years before. Here, besides adventure he also found romance. After marrying Rose
Leva of Praine du Chien, he decided to buald a home and settled down. In 1846 he chose a picturesque location
notth of Praire du Chien on the east bank of the Mississippi, near an old Indian trail that can along the bank
Later he would find himself on the edge of a small settlement known as Viola, now a ghost town, Lynxville was
to be founded later m 1857, would be three miles above cabin. Both Lynxville and the Town of Seneca clam
Michael Caya as their first permanent settler.

Here Michael and Rose Cava's eleven children, eight boys and three girls wounld find happmess. True the
Winnebago Indians had a favorite camp on the nearby bluff, but they were friendly. From old documents it
appeirs that Michagl Cava was joined in partership with Louis La Force as merchants and fur traders, at this
Llocation. They obtained 42 acres that year and in 1848 entered a claim for 30 acres more. Eventually the Caya
land holdings expanded to 500 acres. After nine vears of close association with Cava, Louis La Force married
Harriet St. Genmain and moved up-river.

To see the Cava home before dismantling, it would be hard to believe that the ¢lapboard house was actoally of
log construction. Over the 119 years many additions had been made, a basement (dirt floor) a metal roof to
quench any of the sparks from passing CB&Q locomotives, and clapboard siding.

The log a structure 15 a story and half in height, 24' 3" long and 21' 5 " wide, bmk of island-swamp oak with
half bark attached. The tront door revealed a charming view of the broad Mississipp with a bluft etched
backdrop. Surprisingly., after more than a century the logs are generally in very good condition except for some
rotting of the sill members and the heavy wear at door openings.

Spaces between the logs are filled with wood chinks plastered with river mud. The interior walls were
otiginally whitewashed though later lathed and plastered. There is 0o evidence of fireplaces. Stoves were usad
for heating and cooking vented by brick chimneys to the exterior. Wooden pegs of hardwood tied the door and
window frames to the logs. Wood shakes first covered roof.

When Michael had finished building his wilderness abode he was curious to leam whether he had any white
neighbors, Accompanied by a brother. e walked three miles north to the present site of Lynxwville, then turned
east up the coulee. After 15 a mile walk they heard someone chopping wood. The two men stopped, listenad
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and thoughi. Was this an Indian or white man chopping wood as they could not see him? They finally decidad
that it must be a whitz man for it didn't sound the way an Indian cuts wood. Walking toward the sound they
came upon a man from the rear working with his gun at anms length, leaning against a tree. The woodsman,
hearing the rustle of the intruders, seeing they were white, he lowered his rifle saying "I thought you were
Indians." So Michael and his brother met a neighbor Mr. Fisher an early settler in the Eastman area,

During the winter when ice had frozen over the river. they received a visit from a second neighbor. He was a
man named Gavin who had settled across the river on a broad crowned blufl m what is now the present state of
Iowa., Mr. Gavin said be had seen a hght every night for almost a vear from the spot where the Cava cabin
cabin stood. At first he thought it an Indian campfire but he finally decided against this as it did not move from
place to place. So, he decided to wvestigate. Thus, the Cavas met a nearer neighbor, probably only seven or
eight miles away.

Mucl has happened since March 1965, when Mr. M. ). Dyrud, president of the Crawford County Historical
Society and curator of the State Historical Society first discussed with Mr. Michael Caya and hiz family the
possibality of acquiring and removing their hustoric log cabin 1o Praicie du Chien and restoring it as a voyageurs
cabin in the fur trade complex near the Rolette House. By far the most exasperating was the worst recorded
fload on the upper Mississippi which prevented the move and snarled the careful placement and marking of

logs.

The Caya cabin had its ovwn record of floods, metal tags on the cellar deor frame marking record stages of
several previous floods. At no time had the water come above the floor of the cabin, The 1952 flood did get
close enough so that if a person jumped on the tloor the water in the basement would splash. This time it took
119 vears to break the record at this site. This time the water rose 4.7 feet above the previous high water mark
of 1932, Michael Caya remembers his father wondering how high the Mississippi could rise. The question is
shll open for discussion, The Cava's latest water mark recond 15 a beavy naal draven into a stately elm on their
lawn showing the 1965 higl.

To isolate and protect the valuable logs, they were boomed in an adjoining ravine safe from any water stage
known before. Even is precaution did not work too well. Rising flood waters only made the ravine an integral
part of the larger flood plain. With shifting winds the logs scattered in all directions. Fortunately the CB&()
embankment and tracks kept them from floating into the main river channel. As the water subsided, began the
arduous task of collecting the runaways.

Fred Reed of Lynxville, a river guide and individualist helped with his outboard equipped boat. Like a hard
diving cowboy nding a wild stallion be charged the willow thickets 13 his beat trom all angles and directions 1o
reach the logs which too often were lodged behind uprooted trees and mountains debris. Marty Dyrod who
accompanizd Reed and his son on this log safan insists, "It topped any boat nde I've ever had for excitement,
pilot skill and motor stanuna, " But, with patience and industry, the logs were finally corralled and transported
to Prairie du Chien.”
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Canver Log Clabin

West levation

Front of house faciig the Missixsipp
3 miles south of Lynxville
Michael Joseph Caya. Donor
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Fast side of house afler lean-to kitchen and clapboard was remaved
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EAST LOGS WEST LOGS NORTH LOGS SOUTH LOGS
6logs 24'5" long 4logs 24'57 long 6logs 21'5” long 6logs 21'5” long
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Slogs 3" long
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CAYA LOG CABIN

From an interview with Michael Joseph Caya and wifs Rose, March 22, 965 by MJ. Dyrid of Prawrie du Cheen,

MICHAEL CAYA: (b.1833, d.1893)
Born: Quebec Canada in 1822, of French patents. Died in 1893 in Seattle. Washington of heart antack & buried
in a Catholic cemeatery.

A veteran of the Mexican War: {Captain Wyram Knowlton's Co. at Fort Crawford.)

Married... Rose Layes of Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.
Rose Layes: b, Avugust 15, 1824...d. June 15, 1883
Children: eleven in all... 8 boys and three girls
Margaret: oldest child married Akin ¥erro, buried in Catholic Cemetery at Sensea.
Julia married Frank Bull
Charles Cava: (b, Jan.1, 1846 d.1933) Bom Jan. 1, 1346, at Fort Crawford during Indian scare. Died
1933, Duluth, Mimmesota, aged 87.
chaldeen: 3 sons, 3 danghters
Louis... Sparta, Wisconsin
Lulus... Duluth, Minnesota
Mrs. Trimble
Mrs. A. Eddin, Florence, Kentucky
Mrs. John Young, Duluth, Minnesota
Father a veteran of the Civil War
Louis Caya (b, Prairie du Chien, March 8,1846, d. July 24. 1923...azed 82.. .Crawford Press)
Morris Caya:
Frank Caya:(b. Nov. 8,185¢, d. July 24, 1938} Buried Dickson Cemetery, Eastman, lived at Lynxville,
&1 vears old.
Married: Frances Traub, May 14, 1894
Children: two sons
Michael Joseph
Frank.. .digd in infancy
Lelander Caya: (b, 1857 d ...
Wife of Alice Kansas
Virgmia: ( b, June &, 1861, d. June 24, 1881 thought 1o be called Avnt Jeanette by Michael Joseph Cava
Albert: (b. Feb. 16, 1863, d. April 13,1884);
MICHAEL JOSEPH CAYA (called Mitchell} (b. April 10, 1897, d...living 1965}
Married ... Rose L. Michel ( bo.......... do }
Children: eight
Michael. oldest, born 1930 -
Grace
Rose Mary
Agnes
Charles
George
Margaret
Tom
Michael Joseph Cava says all the Cava Children were baptized at 5t. Gabrel's church 10 Pramie du Chien.
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MIDyvrudme
June 22, 1965

MICHAEL CAYA

The roof tafters are small diameter logs, in good condition. The roof was originally covered by shakes, After
the Chicago Burlington & Northern Railroad was constructed on the east bank of the of the civer (believe
nuddle 1830'%) sparks from the engme once set the roof of this home on fire. The Caya’s consulted Ball &
Huard the hunber dealers in Lynxville. They suggested a metal roof which was then new. They obtained
standing seam metal roofing but were at a loss to install it After some delay they consulted dealers at Prairie do
Chien and obtained the use of a crimping iron so they could properly install the metal. The floor they say, lasts
very well and was frequently paintad.

When the Chicago Burlington & Northern first built their tracts along the east side of the Mississippi River they
cut across the slough very near and directly in front of the Caya house. Later. about 1930 the CB&Q
straightened out some of the curves along their line. In front of the Caya Cabin they laid out a new roadway
closer to the river when the railroad double tracked in 1930 and the old roadbed now serves as a part of state
teunk highway N, 35

I carbier days when fixed stops for tramns were not so rigidly maintained many passengers asked to be let oft at
the Red House (Cava Cabin). The train slowed so passengers could step off at this place.

In March 1965, Mt M. J. Dyrud, President of the Crawford Historical Society and curator of the State
Historical Seciety discussed with Mr. Michael Joseph Caya and his family the possibility of removing his
historie log cabin to Praire du Claen where it could be restored near the Rosette House and made a pant of the
Fur Trade complex which is being developed at that spot.

The Caya's, a fine old family were very cooperative in this preservation of regional history and are 1o be
congratulated .

The bluff near the Caya home was once a favorite Indian camping ground. In early days Indians frequented the
place and were always friendly to the Cayas who seemed to have no trouble with them. There are several
monnds at this location.  Some have besn opened and the ground replaced.

June 23, 1265, notes by MLJ Dyeod received added information from Mr. Caya. The flooring and lumber vsed
inside of the house was obtaived from Stilwater. Square oails or cut naals were found o the dismantling. The
first tloor is wood grooved, of random width, white ping flooring, later overlaid with plain pine boards.
Linoleum covered attic: in cold weather.

Gold adden n cabin: According to Michael Caya the depression of 1908, left many of the people of this area
doubtful about the safety of banks. Michael's father was Frank Cava, afier selling considerable property to the
Burlington {probably in 1913) Caya was paid off in a gold coins. This he did not deposit in a bank but buried
under the cellar steps 1o the cabin, Here it remained for some years until Roosevelt's call i of all circulating
gold. It was only after considerable persuasion that Frank Caya finally cashed in his gold hoard. If I recall
correctly, the gold buried here was $3,000.00.

According to Charley Valley of Prairie dv Chien, Tom Caya is buried in the north-east comer of the Old
Frenchiown Cemetery
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Fr. Demand's burial records at St. Gabriels show many early burials in the Old Frenchiown Cemetery. In 1819
he recorded burial of Taya or Caya. He gave no date for the burial but is placed between other burial dates of
June 20, 1319 and December 7, 1819, No age if ziven. Comment...no pricst present at burial. No doubt this

was Caya.
Our youngest son Eric, was active in dismounting the log cabin and revsing the logs. in an historic mamner.



160

CAYA CABIN at Lynxville, Wis.
M.J.Dyrud, notes:

Tuesday, March 16, 1963:

Driving back from La Crosse, when just south of Lynxville and just before coming to the Lynxville dam, I saw
soime people dismanthing an old log house. I stopped to examine it. This log cabin was said to have been built
in 18345, {The History Crawford County, p. 718 says the vear was 1840)

I talked to young George Caya asking if they would let the Crawford County Historical Society have the log
strvcture if we agreed to tear it down and move it to Praing du Chien for reconstruction as a part of owr fur trade
complex. He seemed agrecable. I said I would consult other interested partied and him know our decision in
two days.

I called Ray Sivesind from Florence Bittner's office at the Villa Louis saying it would make a fine addition in
back of the Rolette house as a cabin for Rolettes vovageurs. In addition it appeared that we could also use some
of the randem width flooring from the attic of this log house to replace some of the flooring that had rotted
away in the northwest reom on the ground floor.

Ray asked how much it would cost to tear down and transport the house to Prairie du Chien. Thinking that
George Adney could supervise the work and hace two men on his pavroll, I estimated it would take tweo men two
weeks, about 160 hours. If paid $1.25 hour this would be roughly $200 plus the truckmp. Ray said he would be
out the following day to look it over and would check that afternoon with Fishel to see if there was sotne money
available 10 the Personal Service account that could be vsed.

Wednesday.., March 17, 1965.. . bad snow storm

Thursday......March 18, 1965, bad storm
Ray called me at the office about 4:30 PM and said he had consulted Dick Emey and Len Benke. They
would like to have the work done under a contract and it was possible to go as high as $245. Ray said
he would be out here on Tuesday. March 23 or Wednesday, March 24th

Friday, March 19,1965 (3 hrs)
Dascussed Rav's suggestion with George Adney. George is paying his helpers $1.50 an hour, This would
mean $240 in direct labor pasyments plus trucking, etc. Told him a contract would be hard to get, for a
contractor would want higher wages, need supervision, needed profit and project ditbicult to estimate.

I have also checked with Florence Bittner, Gordon Peckharn, Buster Kieser and others of the Crawford
Historical Society. They are very thrilled with the idea of preserving a historic log cabin of this area and
believed that we should give all the assistance and financial help we could to effect complation of the project.

Iwent ot to tell the Cayas that we would take the house. I was well received by the elder Mt & Mres. M. L
Caya. Their son Tom listened to the conversation. After several hours of conversation the fallowing was
revealed:

The original Caya...Michael Caya, came to this area in 1340, He appears to have come with a friend, Louis La
Force. Later Caya & La Force purchased 42 acres from the Government at the Mineral Point Land office. In
1843, he built this log cabin of island swamp oak and the house has been lived in continvally until 1963, 120
vears. Michael Cava was a member of Captain Wyram Knowlton's Company stationed at Fort Crawford during
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the Mexican War  They showed me his Pension certificate fromi the Governmeut for this service. For a while
his wife lived at Ft. Crawford where some of his children were born when there was Indian scare.

They showead me a picture of the house, which they say was taken an 1893 showing clapboard siding on the
housz and two chimneys. It was painted red with white trim. It was 1'% stories, with a lean-to kitchen on the
cast, rear side. The latter has been cemoved and destroved.

The Caya family 15 now living in a new house to the east and rear of the log house, They wish to get thas old
house removed as quickly as possible, I told them L would have it out in five weeks and would stave off the
State Highway Department if they complained. [ think we can do it much sooner but did not wish to give them
adate Twould have to vielate. Cava hoped that we could have this work done betore April 1, 1965,

Tom Caya is buried m the north-east corner of the Old French town cemetery according one of his uncles,
Charley Valley of Prairie du Chien .

They have removed the roof of the log cabim and have taken the cafier poles to the dump. Their son Charles
tells me that these poles are in good condition and we can have the them if wanted. The window have been
saved and we can have these also.

The logs are generally in good condition. They broke one of the top logs getting it down. The sill logs are
rotted, but this is to be expected.

NEIGHEBOR story: After Michael Caya had completed his house and bad some free time, be wondered if he had
any peighbors. 8o, one day be and his brother (or cousin, they are not sure) set out for an

explovatory walk. They went up to the present site of Lynxville, three miles away and then started up the coulee
to the east. After a considerable walk, they heard somebody cutting wood at a distance. They stopped and
dizcussed whether this might be an Indian. B, they decided it sounded like a white mau, so they followed in
the direction of the sound. Betore long they saw a man cutting a tree, with his guo resting against a pearby tree,
As they approached him from the rear, and coming close the man dropped his axe startled by the sound of their
approaclhy, picked up his rifle and leveled it at them. Seeing that they were white men, he lowered the gun and
said "T was surprised and thought you were Indians.” The man proved to be a Mr. Fisher, an early settler of
Eastman. It is not clear how far apart the two lived, but it must have been 10 miles to their closest neighbor.

Later during the winter months, when the ice was on the river, they received a visit from another neighbor. He
was a man named Gavin, who lived on top of a bluff peak on the Iowa side of the Mississippi. He told them for
about a vear, he had seen each evenng a hght commg from the spot where the Caya's lived and decided that it
could not be an Indian’ fire. Thus, the Cayas found a closer neighbor, only ¢ight miles away, across the river.

March 22, 1965
Took Eric Dyrud out at § AM." to remove lath and plaster from the ground floor room in the Caya cabin. Itook
dimensions of the structure, window openings, door openings, ete. for preparing sketches.

Mr, Caya asked me in tor a visit. He showed me a very fine arrowhead he found on his property, which matched
a stone found near his home. The artifact was made of sedimentary rockl, something I have seldom seen. Also
he showed me a nice, small axehead of black rock found in one of the graves on the bluff adjoining the house.
Likewise he had found i a draw nearby, a simall hamuer with a cast copper wedge-shaped head attached to an
iron handle. This is a curious piece, which looks as though it might be a gunsmith's hammer.
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Mr. Caya said an old docter in Prairie du Chien once took the piece to the Field Museum in Chicago and
reported it to have a petrified ebony handle of Aztec origin, perhaps carried by. the Spanish upriver. The Field
Museum was much interested in the piece and wanted to keep it, for this was the farthest north that such a
specimen had been found. They were usually found in a belt from Tennessee southwaest to Panama.
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The American Eagle

Q....Once again the times has artived for another interesting History chat with Mr. Marty Dyeod, curator of the
Wisconsin State Historical Society and local historian. Hello Marty, and welcome to WPRE.

AL Thank you, I am glad 1o be here.

Q.. Your series of History chats on pearls uncovered a lot of nousnal information.

A, Yes, we were very forfunate to have the benefil of a lifetime of experience from M, Jobn Peacock who I
think was the dean of pear]l buyers i Praivie du Chien. His reminiscences are a part of a fast passing local era.
I hope some of this information can be preserved.

(}... What hasz captured your imagination to-day?

AT was very much intrigued when Mr. Burgess, our Federal Conservation Warden recently reported a sizable
group of eagles migrating north thru Prairie.

(). Well, that is a interesting subject, but I know very little about it. Do the cagles migrate like ducks?

A Yes, the eagles migrate south in the fall, and north in the spring. We have some eagles who stay bere during
the winter, but they have actually migrated here from farther north in the fall.

(}...That is strangs?

A Years apo, 00 ¢agles winterad here but since the mstallation of the high dams, we have some eagles
wintering here now.

Q. Why is that?

AL LAt the dams there is some open water all through the winter. This allows the eagles to feed during the
winter season.

(). What do the eagles feed on?

A The Bald Eagles feed almost exclusively on fish, both dead and live.

Q... You mention the Bald Eagle. Are there other tvpes?

A.. I all there are about 300 vaneties of eagles and hawks throughowut the world, Here in North America we
find mosily Golden Eagles and Bald Eagles. The Golden Eagles stay mostly along the Rocky Mountains. The

Golden Eagle is alzo found in Europe and Asia.

However the Bald Eagle is a native of North America and make up almost 100% of the eagles we see near here.
Omee in a while a Golden Eagle may stray in here, but that is seldom.

Q...Some people say that eagles carry away small children to their nests?
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AL Glad you brought that up. I know you do ot believe that. It is just another old wives tale that has come
down through the years. There is absolutely no truth in these fairy tales.

. Well, all zagles don't live on fish?

A No, the Golden Eagle is a predatory bird and will kill animals such as mice, rabbits, grouse, and even sheep.
However, the Bald Eagle hives almost always on fish. Ounly when their regular food supply is cut off, do they
hunt animals.

(.. Eagles have been famous for centuries.

A Yes, the eagle 1z one of our largest birds. They are generally considered birds of prey that forage tor thear
food during the day. This may not sesim impottant, but thete are other birds like the owls that seek their food

at mught, 5o there 15 an mpontant distinetion.

Eagles are characterized by feathered heads, a strong hooked beak and great talons. Eagles have a remarkably
keen vision.

Eagles as a broad race of birds, range throughout the world and are famous for their powertol wings and stately-
soaring flights.

(}...Do eagles nest here on our blutts?

A Some people think so but ne nests have been found. Tt 15 known that they build their nests and raise young
farther north m Wisconsin, There may be a few birds that build nests and raise their voung here but such
incidents are not typical.

Q.. Where would they normally nest?

A Farther north along the Mississippi River bluffs, North East in the Flambeau flow age is a favorite retreat
and nesting area. There civilization does not bother them much.

Q. I don't think I have ever seen a wild cagle.

A They generally nest in pairs and requirz perhaps a minimum of 1{ square miles of ranging area. If other
eagles try to encroach, they are driven off. An eagle will protect its feeding area from invasion by other
cagles.

Q... How many eggs does an eagle lay?

A...Once a vear they lay trom one to four eggs, most often 2 or 3 eggs. These are large white eggs mottled with
brown. It takes 35 days to hatch an eagle’s epg.  Both parents share in sitting on the eggs during incubation.

(). How about the young birds?
A Here again both parents care for the young by bringing food keeping them warm and by guarding the nest.

The young are covered with down and have a smoky grey color. This grey down is replaced by dark brown
plumage in about § weeks.
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(). Tell me Marty is a Bald Eagle really bald?

A...No, the Bald Eagle does not have a bald head. The head as well as the tail of a bald ¢agle is covered with
white feathers. Because the white feathers of the head from a distance gives this bird the appearance of a
bald head. Guess that is why it has been so referred to as a Bald Eagle.

(... How long before the caglets fly?

A, Bald cagles must be 10 to 13 weeks old before they are ready to flyv. It 15 oot until they are four yvears old,
before they have the famous white head and tail feathers.

Q.. How big a wing spread does the eagle have?
A About seven 1o seven and a half foot wing spread.
(). Why are you so interested in the eagle?

A1 think it is the most famons bird we now have in America. The American Eagle is the national emblem of
our United States.

Q...How many. people have seen this fanous bird?

A.. Here 1 Pramrie du Chien and vicinity we have the privilege of seeing the Bald Eagle, the svmbol of our
cowntry, if we will but play natoralist. Our Bald Eagle might now be extinet except for conservation measures.
Q...Have you. seen a bald eagle here?

A No, I am sorry 1o say Lhave not, but I consider 11 a st and 11 12 a pleasure [ am going to realize some day
soon I hope.

(}...Certainly the eagle has a rich history.
A, Yes, the Romans used a golden figure of an eagle to stand for strength, skill and bravery.

Iin the muddle ages, the two favorite emblems placed on the shuelds of the colorful knights were first the Lion
and second the Eagle.

It was 1787 when the United States took as 11s emblem a Bald Eagle with outspread wings and a shield on is
breast. and olive branch in one foot, and a sheaf of arrows in the other.

Q... Does Wisconsin have an eagle embleny?

A Not in our state emblem but probably there was no more celebrated bird in all history than “Old Able™ the
illustrious bald eagle from Wisconsin.

(}..8eems to me [ remember something, but it is not very clear to me now.
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AL O1d Abe was Wiscongin's famouns Civil War eagle, which was originally captured by an Indiag on the upper
Flambeau.

This bird's feats of heroism makes colorful bedtime stories for children that they enjoy and ask 10 have repeated.

After capture this cagle was sold at Jim Falls to an Ean Claire soldier, who was then belping organize the 5th
Wisconsin Infantry, later known as the Eagle regiment.

"Old Abe" was carried by our Wisconsin soldiers through 17 southern battles. Screaming, he would fly over the
Contederate lines giving heart and courage to our tired troops. After the Crvil War, "Old Abe" was exlubited at
all revnions.

The sale of pictures of Old Abe brought 3 $16,000. BT Barnum offersd $25,000 for the tegimemal maseot 1o
be exhibited with Jumbo.

In later years "Old Abe" lived at the state capitol building and was a colorful attraction to all visitors. It was

there he died n 18E1.

"0ld Abe's" name made a lasting imprint on history not only of Wisconsin but also on World History,
becoming the world's most fameous bird.

(}...Even the Indians before us had a love for the cagle didn't they?

A, You are nght. The Indians revered the cagle and its feathers were lnghly prized. Thers was a certain Indian
heraldry designated by feathers. Some Indians even worshiped the eagle.

(}... How did the Indians get their eagle feathers?

A When a young brave had carned the nght to be recognized for his honors particularly in battle, and was
eligible to wear eagle feathers, he would zet out 10 collect his eagle feathers.

Leaving the camp the young brave would set out and 2o to the bluffs where eagles might be found. Here, he
would make camp and conduct ceramonies to appease the spirits of the birds he was abowt to Lkill.

On top of a hill he would then dig a pit deep enough to stand up in. In doing this, he was careful to
carry away and scatter the earth as it was removed. The pit was then carefully covered over with sticks,
brush, carth and grass so that when 1t was finished oo trace of the excavation could be seen from above,

After sitting up all might and singing eagle songs and purifyving himself in the smoke of the sweet grass, the
brave would leave his Llodge carly m the moming and go to the pit on the hill,

Betore leaving, he would warn his wite not to use a sewing awl or any other pointed object while he was
roixe.  He belizved that if she did be would be scratched by the birds he captured.

Sometimes he would take a human skull with him because he believed it would make him as invisible 1o
the cagles as was the spirit of the skull's owner.

On top of the pit he would place a piece of buffalo meat or liver. Near the bait he would set up a stuffed skin of
a coyotz so it would appear to be eating.
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Then, he would climb into the pit cacefully covering the enirance.  Small openings were left in the pit cover so
he could see the sky above. Waiting, he watched for the eagles to come. If other birds or coyotes came near he
would drive them away by poking a stick through the cover.

When at last the 2agle darted down it would alight at one side of the trap and then walk over to the bait.
Ouickly. the brave would push his hands through the branches and seize the bard first by one leg and then by
other.

Pulling the bird down in the hole the brave would break birds back wiath has foot. By killing the bard in this way
the wings would fall to either side and the feathers were uninjured.

When the bird was dead the brave would place a bit pemumican m its mouth, Pemoican was powdered butlalo
mieat that had been dried. This action he thought would so please the spitit of the dead bird that it would hasten
to tell other cagles how well it had been treated and s0 mduce them te come and be canghi.

Eagle hunting could be dangerous in more than one way., When grizzly bears were about sagle hunting was
extremely dangerons. Omee an Indian was in his eagle trap and when a big grizzly started to drag the bait away
the brave had a thong attached to the meat and withdrew it into the pit. The bear would turn back to investigate.
With a sweep of his heavy paw the bear would tear off the brush covering and upon finding the Indian would
drag him out and kill him.

()...I can see that eagle lunting was quite a feat.
A The eagle 15 a wily bird and very hard to capture or kall.
3. I can understand that.

A When the brave had his feathers there was a feast at village and work began on his headdress. The feathers
and bow they were worn, all had a particnlar significance especially to the Dakota tribe of the Sioux Indians.

Those who knew the significance could tell what the wearer was honored for. The Indians's wearing of eagle
feathers can be compared to campaign ribbons medals awarded to our modern soldiers.

Because, the Golden Eagle and the Bald Eagle are facing extinction the Audubon Society. with the help of
naturalists encouraged Congress to enact laws protecting these birds. It is now against the law to trap or shoot
eagles or to have in one's possession or unprocessed eagle feathers.

) Marty. [ never realized there were so many interesting phases of history associated with the cagle. Thank
you sharing your knowledge with us.
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Golden Eagle.
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Frontier Prairie du Chien as Pictured by Early Artists

Q..Once agam WPRE 15 Pleased to welcome back Manty Dyeud, curator of the Wisconsin State Historical
Society for another of his interesting chats on local history.

Marty, you have certamly given us a fine picture of the parts the Beaumonts and Fanghngs played in early
Praine du Chien. Just what do you have tor us today?

A .Glad to be back Walt. Ienjoy doing these pregrams but I find that it takes considerable time to dig out
enough good matenal to make a program.

While I could tell you much more about the Ringling family after they left Prairie du Chien, I have decided 1
would be better to develop another phase of local story.

I have often wondered just what Prairie du Chien looked like in the frontier days. What did our forts look like?
Dnd the Indians look like the ones we see today? This longing for a picture of Frontier Prairie du Chien has led
me a on quest of pictures of carly Prairie du Chien.

{}...Are photographs available of the arly days in Prairie du Chien?

A Phetographs became popular during the Civil War. Even so, there are tew photographs from that time and
therefore it 15 hard to piece together a comprehensive picture,

Before this time no pictures are available.
Q. Well then, how do you get back to the fromiet days?

A Early artists made sketches and paintings which reveal considerable history. The old Chinese saying “4A
picture is worth a thousand words" seems to be very true as we study sarly history.

I suppose my search could be called "Frontier Prairie du Chien as Pictured by Early Artists.”™

Q. Were there artists here m those early Jays?

A There were no professional artists living in Prairie du Chien that I know of. However, some of the early
American artists visited the Amencan frontier and Prame du Chien, washing to paint the frontier scenes and
preserve the fast vanishing frontier.

(}...What is the sarliest picture you have found of Prairie Chien?

The earliest drawing, I have been able 10 find is a sketel of Fort McKay made by Captain Bulger in Prairie

Chien in 1814, This sketch is with his papers in public archives in Ottawa Canada. [ have a photo print of this
early sketch which [ value,
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Captain Bulger was not a skilled artist but he made a crude sketch and 1tis stll very picturesque and
revealing. “We can get an excellent picture of the British fort in those eatly davs. Bulgers' wiew of the fort iz
from the nver showing the crude fort in the bank with an Indian and canoe atthe rivers edge.

The sketch accompanying the picture reads as follows: In the War of 1812, Captain Andrew Bulger, of the
Eoyal Newfoundland Fensibles, British Officer in Commoand on the Upper Mississippl was stationed at Fort
McEay “The principal trading post on the Mississippt: The principle trading depot of the fur traders: the
ancient meeting place of the Indian tnbes " It was captured by the Americans in 1814." On finding the old
trading postto bein almost ruined condition, the Amencans on taking possession of Prarie du Chien, erected a
new fort on amoundin the rear of the willage, which they called Ft. Shelby after the celebrated American

General of that day. Shelby, besides being a general was a well known as the first Governor of Eentucky in the
early days.
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Isaac Shelby

Dec. 11, 1750 — July 18, 1826
The Prairie du Chien area prior to the establishment of a fort here was claimed by the British. Zachary Tayvlor
sent a party of American soldiers up the Mississippi to occupy the old trading post here and secure their
position. Finding the old fur trading post on the mound where the Villa Lows now stands. to be in poor
condition the American soldiers tore it down and erected a wooden fort. Log palisades served as sides and
block houses were at two of the corners. The fort was named Ft. Shelby. Not long afier it was built. the British
and Indians under the command of Colonel McKay attacked the fort. This siege forced surrender of the
Americans to the British, We can thank the British for holding back the Indians who wished to take the scalps
of the American soldiers that were captured.

Cal Peters has a remarkable diorama in the Villa Louis museum depicting the surrender. In front of the
battered fort vou see Colonel McKay accepting the tendered sword. signityving the surrender of the

Americans. The miniature figures are in authentic military dress with the Indians being held back. You can see
their menacing look.

If vou have not seen this diorama. please do so by all means. Cal Peters who most of us remember. is respected
as the finest diorama maker in America. Think ot this, right here in Prairie du Chien. we have a group of
dioramas which are world renown and considered the finest in America.

After the surrender of Ft. Shelby, 1t was renamed Fort McKay. It was soon after that Captain Bulger made
his historic sketch. The War of 1812 was brought to a close with the treaty of Ghent. The Americans were
ceded Prairie du Chien, The British burned Ft. McKay and returned to Canada.
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AAY, Caproin W Andvew Bulger saying Goeewell to the chicfs and principal

Indinn warriors at Farl .“:]L'Ku_}, Prairie du Chien, Wiseonsin, on 22 5 uy 1815 !l'ntitlx-ql l.
Foerr apid walerealor; BRGS0 nebes, on, 1120

|f'J'“l":'I.l.l.lll At A Uieter I||'|||-=|'r||l-|. Fowt Warth.

Q...Have vou been able 1o locate any paintings of the French period in Prame du Chien?

A Mo | haven't. The Jesuwit missionaries left a most complete and convenes written record but as far as [ know
no paintings.

The French fur traders were too busy and probably not skilled at painting so we have no portrait record from
them.

(J...So Fort MeKay appears to be the earliest.

A... Yes, as faras | can find,

Q...What do vou find following the Fort McKay drawing?

A I have located "a few paintings by Seymour. Il seems that in 1823, Major S. M. Long was commissioned by
the American Republic o make a reconnaissance of the head waters of the Mississippi and Minnesota rivers.

Our government sent artist Sevmour with Major Long. As a result we have some early landscapes of this area.

This expedition set out from Chicago and traveled overland on foot to Prairie du Chien they then embarked in
canoes and traveled north on the Mississippi.

Seymour made several paintings of the river and blufls between here and La Crosse.

Porter Butts. an authority on Early Art in Wisconsin claims " Seymour was the first painter at least the first,
whose name and work we know to make a record of the natives and places in Wisconsin, Seymour's original
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paintings do not exist, but lithograph copies published as plates in Keating's Narratives at Philadelphia in 1824
tell a measure of his story."

I deon't find too much of interest in Seymeour's paintings.

There 13 httle that he adds as a frontier reporter m o1ls to our knoewledge of history, Apparcatly Porter Buits did
not know of Bulger's sketch of Fort McKay.

Q.. Well, do vou have some artist who has really added a lot to our carly history?

A You bet, the paioter whosze work tascinates me most is I (. Lawis, who comes on the scene next.
When the government was planning for their treaty witl the Indians here in 18235, they arranged for 1. 0. Lewis
a capable artist to accompany our representatives and make paintings.

He painted 20 portraits and one general view of the fort, Indian tribes, and soldiers, prominently labzeled
"Painted on the Spot by 10, Lawis.™

Colorad lithographs of these paintings are all that survive today and I am proud to have collected most of these,
(}...You mean vou have this collection?

A...Yes, [ have most of the pamtings or rather the lithographs of Lewis's paintings he made in Prairi¢ du Chien.
I bave been collecting them for vears. They are colored and most picturesque. The original paintings were Jost
in a tire at the Smithsonian Institute.

.. What was the purpose of this treaty in Praine du Chien?

A In 18235, the government held a treaty with nine tribes of Indians m Prairie du Chign at Fort Crawford,
Governor Lewis Cass of Michigan territory and William Clark of Missouri wers the govertiment commissioners
at this treaty which apened Wisconsin for safe settlement of the whites.

LO. Lewis' painting of the Treaty of Prairie du Chien most interesting. The treaty was held adjacent 1o the fort.
As there were no trees on the prairie, small trees were dug up and transplamted giving shade for the treaty, A
platforin was erected for the speakers. The soldiers were drawn up at attention facing one side of the stand.
The Indian chizfz sat around the platform.  Indian squaws and children hung around the edge of the parley.

). Tell me more about Lewis,

A, James Otto Lewis was of German extraction, bom in Philadzlphia m 1799, As a young man he became
acquainted with General Lewis Cass and followsed him to Detroit where he was employed both as a copper plate
engraver and a: a dratisman and portrait panter. He made several trips inte Indian' country with Cass and Cass
probably recommendead Lewis to the Indian Departiment. From 1523 1o 1834, Lewis made Indian portraits
following & general plan of Barbour then Secretary of War.

Lewis cannot be regarded as a great artist, 1aking full value of the artistic composition, full benefit of Llights and
shadows, of skilled expressions on the faces of his figures or of the many factors we are now trained to judee
present day painters by,
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Lewis did however record in oil pictures as be saw thems and in detail. He was a typical Frontier Reporter artist.
Here we have a priceless record picturing that day the events and those Priceless Indian chiefs, which would
soon be 1ost with the advance of the settlers.

His paintings are a valuable history record, so valuable now and their value will grow as the vears progress,

You will find that there is a sameness in the frontal portrait poses. This may be explained partly by practical
comsiderations. When the Indian sitter of the portrait observed he was being drawn 10 profile, he drew

his knife, shouting "You bave left out half of my face. Put it 1 or I'll scalp you oo the spot.”  Guess we had art
critics in those days (oo,

Similarly an excuse is offered for the uniform moutnful upraising of the eyes and dour mouth. A dozen kegs of
whiskey were spilled on the ground among the Indians at the Prairie du Chien Treaty as an object lesson n
temperance and the expressions on the Indian faces as they witnessed this waste, seems 1o have been cauglit by
Lewis.

Painting in the wilderness was certainly a trial for the artist. The treaty time was limited for the artist to catch
the principals involved and record them on canvas,

(}...I can see that Lewis had no easy Job.

A...Yes, but he had a strong urge 1o preserve the [idians as he saw them for generation to come, so they later
generations conld visualize the scene.

Blanche's favorite is a Lewis painting in Prairie du Chien of the Pipe Dance and the Tomahawk Dance.

You sge the Indians in their loin cloths with feather headdresses and steings of feathers on their legs, dancing
with spears, guns and tonsahawk, Spread on the ground 1¢ a bear skin with tail and claws attached on which the
drummier pounds out his mournful Indian thythmic beats. All in all it 15 fascinating and rather eerie.

Lewis's painting of the Indian chiefs attending the meeting are most interesting.  You see them in color, with
painted faces. Ench chief seems to have and individual dress. Their faces reveal many of their characteristics.
Some look cruel, some kind, some athletic some small. You see few are fat as we see Indians today except
perhaps the squaws.

O Pictures certainly tell an mterssting story.
A Yes, [ wish I had the time to build a picture history of Prairie du Chien that could fully tell our story,
There 13 much more to tell of the picture hastery of Praine du Chisn. but this will have te wait for another

occasion.

7:30/54 MIDyrud



S

e

anil PEIE TSN AT

o i Uhigepirnan drilee

P § B il

r THLL™ TTRUTT =X &% =31 7 =T
AEPTEMAER 1ITh
= s et o o st Wi o e CTIATE. BEOELSACY & PONER, MUEN TR AGOKS T TS ATTA MR MG MRS, (WS T A s
wen et e BEWER CU o Wiokn e W 1 AR of W) bty o= s s of s VT NEATES .

A il oo By S



177

2ND FRONTIER PRAIRIE DU CHIEN AS PICTURES BY EARLY ARTISTS

Q. Ancther week has came and gone, since our last chat on local history, glad to be wath you once again, Well
Marty, what history do you have on tap for us today.?

AL Last week I openad a discussion of "Frontier Prarie du Chien as tevealed by early artists.” [ should continue
this mteresting story,

Q...Perhaps, first. you had better give us a "thumb nail" sketch of your talk last week and then we can camry
forward.

AL I'll be glad to Walt, a great deal has been written about frontier days but we have only a meagre authentic
picture history of this period. During this era there were no photographs so we have te fall back on sketches
and paintings for our early views of Prairie du Chien.

Fortunately, Prairie du Chien is the locale for a good share of the early art in Wisconsin. Many zarly artists
visited Prairie du Chien. the Gateway to the Early Northweest,

The carliest sketch [ have been able to find is Captain Bulger's drawing of the British Fort Mckay. This
sketeh was dravwn 1o 1814 of the fort which stood on the present site of the Villa Lows,

The next pantings were made by Sevinour m 1823, His panorama paintings of the Mississippi captore the
beauty of the river and blutts but add little to our picture of the town and its inhabitants.

The earliest artist, who gave vz any wealth of paintings 10 Prairie du Chien s I 0. Lewis, who painted 20
pottraits of the Indians and one general view of the Treaty meeting.

While Lewis' paintings were lost in the Smithsonian institute fire of 1865, colored Inhographs preserve our only
remaining record. I have collected these scarce lithographs for years, and now have nearly a completz set of his
paintings in the Prairie du Chien locals,

No ong interested in the 2arly history of Prairie du Chien, can get an accurate feeling of the Indians without
abzothing the color of the quaimt dress and customs we find in these paintings.

Q. Your are right Marty, Your pretures give a fascinating and beantifol image of Praitie du Chien in Indians
days. Last week you showed us the colortul picture of the Treaty meeting of’ 1825 by Lewis and also his
charactenzation of the Pipe and Tomahawk dances. Do vou have any more?

A Yes, here is a group of 18 chiefs, who were in Prairie 1825, Lewis painted them here at that time on the
spot,

Here is an loway Chief called Mauch-Coo -Maun. It is a bust sized portrait of the copper skinned chief.
bare to the waist. He has a good physique, high cheek bones, a very prominent nose and inquisitive eyes.

A silver crown with three protruding prongs, surrounds his head. His hair is coverad with a pink feather cap. A
bead necklace is worn close around the neck and hanging from a cloth band he wears a Presidential medal Wide

silver bracelets are shown high on his arms.

This is a picturz of EAGLE'S BED a Fox Chief. You will remember that the Indians who lived on the prairie
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here were of the Fox tribe,

This chief is a heavy built man, wearing a wrap around blankst. A guaint wood and metal tomahawk rests in his
hand. His face is intelligent. Red paint cover his forehead. nose and one side of lus face. His hair is cold black
and cut close to the head, long feathers and ornaments adorn his hair.

PLAYING FOX, Prince of the Fox Tribes
()...50 these were Indian clnefs who hived in this area?

A Yes. the chances are right i the Indian villages, here in Prairie du Chien. Whale the Fox Indians lived
hete in the sarly 1500, the land was originally Sioux territoty.

(). Who is this?

AL Thas s a famous Chippewa Chief, THE BERRY PICKER. In this full length portrait you see a
wondarfully

developed physical specimen as he wears few clothes, you can admire his fine proportions. Around his waist
is tied a small apron.  How strange his legs are covered with cloth leggings. On his feet are moccasins. His
hair hangs in long braids down onto his shoulders., hMulti colored feathers decorate his hair. In his hand is a
long spear alzso decorated wath feathers. Here 1z a broad head, lagh forehead, a large nose, alert eyes. All in all
you se¢ an intelligent individual, kindly in appearance, an Indian you would judge that vou could like.

Here are 5 other Chippewa clnefs:

BIG BUCK, (KITCH-EA-I-AA-BA) a small, but very handsome chief dressed 10 buckskin wearing a black
snug cap with his face painted half red.

PE-A-JICK, a large Chippewa chief.
Here is SWEET a noted Chippewa chief witl a silver ring in his nose. Certainly very stranpe character.

And here is old SNAGL'D TOOTH, a Chippewa Chiet, His flat benry cap and huge nos¢ make him a

weird but a most picturesque figure.

This Indian wearng a Presidential medal over his shart is a celebrated Chippewa chisf, PE-SCHICK-EE. He
looks like a siart person.

Q.. What about these presidential medals, Marty?

A Az the government commissioners would meet with the Indians they would make gift to the chiefs. One of
their favorite gifis to the chiefs would be large coin sized niedals frein the Great White Father in Washington.
Embossed in the medal would be the head of the President. I believe the British used thus gaft approach of

niedals prior to the Americans.

(). That's a strange chief.
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A Yes, he is SPECKL'D LOON 3 Miami chief dressed in a faney buckskin coat. Notice the large silver
ormaments on his dress but most strange is the coin ring in his nose. The feather headdress he is wearing is most
elaborate,

). Were there Miami Indians around here?

A,.Not that 1 know of. To the best of my knowledge the Miami Indians came from around Indiana
It may be that they visited Wisconsim frequently. coming by Lake Michigan to bunt and fish in this area. I don't
tlhink they lived here permanently however,

Then I have 4 Winnebago chiets who were here at the Treaty that Lewis painted.

WADT-HE-DO-KANNA apparently there was no translation for hus Indian name., Maybe it is Pig Latin, I still
can't figure it oul.

Here is LITTLE ELK

WA KAUN, THE SNAKE, this Winnzhago chiet looks like a woman trom his picture don't you think?

Q. Sure does.

Here is my favorite Chief, Blackhawk a Distinguished Sac Chief.

First, I should tell you that this pictore was not pamted in Prairie du Choen., It was painted by J. O, Lewis in
Detroit im 1833, after Blackhawk was captured. Because Prairie du Chien is so closely linked with Blackhawk.I
have included it with this group. I prize this picture highly.

O, iso't that excellent.

A Yes, 1t is very fine and centainly most colotful.

Blackbawk was a smart Indian. He was acknowledged to be the finest Indian military steategist in this country.
His higly forehead reveals a high mtelligence. His eyes are Keen, analylical and absorbing. We can cateh a
measure of his magnetic persenality. His bas a magnificent bearing, composed. confident, still not braggartly
but rather a wise look.

Here is a beauty of a Sioux Chicf WAA NA TAA, Foremost in Battle, This full length portrait show a fancy
dressed Indian chief leanmg on bis fhot lock gun with an Indian village in the background bordering on a lake,
The chief is wearing a most elaborate ¢lk skin robe decorated with hair and fur. This is the most unusual Indian
dress I have ever seen. Around his neck is a large bear claw necklace. A red hair shawl draped over his head
and 1z capped with a sunburst of feathers, On has shirt be has a bull's eyve designy over his heart. His face 15
stern, his features chiseled a strong character certainly.

Here is a A Sloux chief in shirt, apron and leggins. It looks like be forgot to pull on his pants.

(... Lewis has certainly given us a fine record of the famous Indian chiefs in Praitie du Chien. I wish all of
the people listening could see these colorful portraits. Were there other artists that contributed to the picturs
histery of Prairie du Chien?

A...Yes, Eastman and Catlin both added extraordinary pictures of the Prairie du Chizn sceng but I think we
will have to wait until another day for these for the time is too short today.
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2 Marty, will vou come back and tell us more next week?
A Twill be glad to
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Artist Reporters and the Charles Russell Story

About oo huikdred and thirty-five years ago, talented arhist-reporters came from the east to this area to record
and preserve the colorful and fast fading Indian scene. Indian life was fast disappearing by the western
movement of our frontier betore 1854, this was in the davs betore photography. These artists wanted to paint
the Indians in their wild and native surtoundings. This subject was popularly desired by Easterners and
Europeans.

Artists like J.Q. Lewis, Banvard, Catlin, and Eastman and many others made many paintings. [have been
attracted to collect many of then.

Charles Russell Story: Charles Russell lived later but as a great friend of the Indians while he was ranching. He
was a great artist and story teller. He told one story illustrating how strange some of the white man's customs
appear to the Indians.

*An Indian Chief needed money. Friends told him to see banker. The banker was rather cool at first, for the
Indian had no collateral that is security, so if the loan wasn't repaid the bank would not lose money. After some
talk, the banker asked bhow many pomies the chiet had. He relaved fifty. This satistied the executive who told
the chizf he could have the money.

Ouly a week or two passed before the Indian chief returned with a bulging fist full of bills, paid off the loan and
had a lot of money lefl. The bank now saw an opportunity to increase his deposits so he advised the Indian to
deposit he surplus money in the bank. When the Indian wanted to know why, the banker told hin it would be
safer and there would be no chance of the chief losing his money or having it stolen. This prompted the
perplexed an chief to ask the banker and how many ponied do have?" It seemed only Fair if the banker required
ponies of the chief he too should know how many ponies the banker had.
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3RD FRONTIER PRAIRIE DU CHIEN AS PICTURED BY EARLY ARTISTS

(... The time has arrived for another of our interesting chats on local history, And, we welcome back Manty.
Drerud, curator of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, Now from radio station WPRE located on the ground
where the famous [ndian treaty of 1825 was held. we bring vou Manty Dyrud.

A A great deal has been written abowt the frontier days but we bave very hittle picture bastory of this pereiod.
What we have been able to find 15 most interesting.

During this period there were no photographs so we have to fall back on drawings and paintings for early views
of Prairie du Chien and the people here.

Fortunately Prairie du Chien is the locale for a good share of the early art in Wisconsin. There are more early
paintings of carly Prairie du Chizn than of any other town in the state. Here we have another first that few

people recognize.

The arlizst sketch [ have been able to find, is one made by Captain Bulger of the British Fort Mckay in 1514,
This Bratish fort stood on the spot where the Villa Lovis 1s now lovated,

Next, we tind Sevmour in 1823 making sketches of the river and blufts at this spot or near here.
The carliest artist who really gave us any great wealth of paintings i Prairie du Chien, was J. 0. Lewis a
government arfist with the Indian department. Lewis attended the Treaty of 1825 m Prairie du Chien and

painted 20 poriraits of the Indian chiefs as well as a general view of the mesting.

While Lewiis' paintings were burned i the Smithsenian Institute fire of 1863, fortunately we have a few
colored lithographs of these paintings.

No one interested in early Prairie du Chien. can obtain an accurate image of this locale unless they absorb the
color and quaint appearance of this area and the Indians here as viewsd in these carly paintings.

Last week we described the 20 Indian chiefs painted here at the Treaty of 1825, They were of the Fox,
Chippewa, Miami, Winnebago, Savk, lowa, and Sionx tnibes.  Lewis pawited them very realistically.

The land in Prairie du Chien was once S1oux territory but they vielded to the Fox Indians, as the whites pushed
the aborigmes westward.

Q... Marty, I can vividly see even now the beautitul headdresses of the [ndian chiets vou showed us last week
their painted faces and fascinating hair do's.

And, Lewis' painting of Chief Blackhawk is so life like that it alimost seems he could step out of the picture and
walk away.

A Yes, [ think Lewis' painting of Blackhawk is his finest worlc

Here are two fascinating sketches of the First Fort Crawford made by Seth Eastman in 1529, 125 years ago.
They are photographs of sketches in the Peabody Museum of Harvard University.
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The first is a rough sketch by Seth Eastiman, it is Lis working sketch. Then here is the finished sketch made of
Fort Crawford, isn't it a gorgeous drawing?

They are labeled by the Artist:

Mississippi River, Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, 337 miles above 5t. Louis, October 1829,

Eastiman's view of Fort Crawiord 13 made trom the eiver looking ¢ast. You see the wooden Fort set well back
from the bank of the river. Block houses are set at diagonal corners of the fort. Om the north the barracks form
one side of the fort. Palisades of logs close in the fort between the block houses and the barracks.

Eight quaint hovses of wood or stone are shown along the bank of the river south of the fort. Notice the
Brishois home standing out from the others and. Nearest the civer bank.,

Nortl of the fort are several Sioux tepees on Eastiman's rovgh sketch.

Inn the background on the mainland where our business district now stands., we see about 12 howuses and one
large fenced pasture. [ would guess that this was a horse comral.

Notice the large sally port in the middle of the fort on the side facing the river, from this a well beaten path is
leading to the river bank and pier. Next to the pier are tied several large bateaus. It was in these large boats that
the traders carried furs and the army transported supplies.

In the immediate foreground on the river is a canoe with four Indians paddling down stream.
Note that there are no trees anvwhere oo the praire or on the east blufts. The Indians would burn off the praire
each vear. It certainly looks much different than we see it today with the many large shade trees that now line
Our streets,

(). How did Eastman happen to make this sketch of Fort Crawtord?

A Eastman was a young 2nd Lieutenant at Fort Cravwford. He came here in 1829, after having graduated from
West Point. Eastman had a natural talent for drawing and painting.  Apparenily this sketch was not ordered by
the army but Eastrnan did it for his own pleasure.

Two vears later the army recognized his talent for drawing and madz him an instructor of drawing at West
Point. It is interesting to know that the famous artist's Whistler's grandfather was then also instructor of
drawing at West Point,

Eastman made sketches of the fort, a river scene 17 miles north of Prairie du Chien, that you see here,

Q. It doesn't look much like La Crosse as we see it today.

A No it dessn't. Prairie du Chien was the big town of this area in those days.

This is 2 most novel painting by Eastman made in Praitie du Chien. It is called Squaws Playing Ball on the
Prairic. Eastman made this painting in 1830 of the Menominee womer. The people of the sast were so
Fascinated with this portrayal of an Indian game and the fine way that Eastman had executed it. that it quickly

brought him fame as an artist of the frontier.

Later most of the frontier artists alse made painting of the same scene.
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It iz a most interesting picture of two groups of squaws with sticks in their hands running to keep mastery of the

ball.

Spread in a circle around the playing field are colorful Indians, the men enjoying the game.

Today we know this game as La Crosse, [ helieve that Praine du Chien was first place where the whites
found he Indians playing La Crosse.

(.. Is this game plaved much today?

A No, not much but it 15 plaved some. [ have seen games playved at Yale University. The game is very rough.

Here I have another famous paintimg of the game by artist Catlin, it too was made in Praine dv Chienm 1848
pottraying the Dakota Indians.

It is labeled Ball Play of the Women in Praivie du Chien, this pamting no hangs in the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington.

At one end of the field you see two poles with leather thong lines across. On the line are calicoes and other
presents, placed there by the Indian men. The squaws chose sides and played for the presents to the

great amusement of the men.

.. How picturesque,

A.. Here is another sketch of Eastman of the Sioux Indians playing ball. Notice this is of the men. Each man

carries a racket, which is a stick with a small basket net into which the ball iz scooped up and carried

MIDyrud/ Aug 1954
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Fort Crawford circa 1830
Seth Eastman artist
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BALL PLAY OF THE WOMEN IN PRAIRIE DU CHIEN
by George Catlin 1848
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BALL PLAYING AMOUNG THE SIOUXE INDIANS
SETHEASTMAN 1851
Corcoran (rallery
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Ball Play on the Prairie
Seff Eastman
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La Crosse

A, The time has arrived for another of our history chats with Marty Dyveud, Curator of The Wisconsin State
Historical Society. 50 now as a public service program of WPRE we are happy 1o present Marty Dyrud.

AL Thank You Walt, radio communication 1 certainly a big mprovement over the Indian sinoke signals
thatIndians used to communicate news across the country,

(..I wonder what the Indians would have called our radio tower in the frontier days had one existed?

AL Well, probably The Sky Tree of the Great Spirit. They revered the Great Spirit and radio would have been
one of those mysteries, beyond their comprzhension.

(... Say Marty, | was fascinated with vour pictures of La Crosse being played here on the prairies here in Prairie
du Chien.

AT have gotten a Kick out of collecting them., 1 find that tew residents of Prairie du Chign, realize that their
are such fine paintmgs of Indians plaving ball here.

Q...I behieve vou told vs last week that the Indian ball play called La Crosse did not derive 1ts name from the
city north of us.

A, No, I don't think the zame was named after the city north of us, but cather the name was derived from the
cross of the stick used in playing the game. 1 notice that the early painters refer to the game as Ball Playing and
not La Crosse. The name La Crosse was oo doubt a later identity which became popolar. It would differcutiate
La Crosse from bage ball, foot ball, tugby and other types of ball ganes.

(). Were the Indian tribes here the only ones who played La Crosse?

A...No, the game La Crosse, seems to have been playved by all the Indian tribes we know of in the U, §, and
Canada. This is rather strange for the various tribes seemed to have different languages but La Crosse playing
Wwas a common sport.

(}..I noticed a tail on one of the players of La Crossz.

AL The tail was a part of the costuine of the Chotaw Indhans of Arkansas. These Indians had a costume with a
miane around the neck and a tail of horse hair protruding from the back of the player. This tail was a part of the
loin cloth they wore., This costume seenis 1o imitate a horse. In the Southwest the Indians were great horsemen,
moTe 50 than in the north.

This 1ail affair was not used by the Indians here playiog La Crosse.

I do find some later accounts of the Indians here playing La Crosse here on ponies.

(). Was the game of La Crosse the only Indian entertainment?

A...No, the Indians had varied sports for entertainment, sometimes horse racing then there was dancing in a

varied pantomime for may occasions.  Also, wrestling and foot racing but La Crosse was the most picturesque
and heautiful mass sport of the Indian world.
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(}.. How many Indians would play La Crosse?

A .. Sometimes as many as six to eight thousand. There might even be 5 to 6 times this many spectators, men,
women, and children, surrounding the ground and looking on.

(}...You mean that 6 to 8,000 plavers would join in a game of La Crosse?
A Yes, at the large gatherings of the Indians,

(... How many players are there in a modern day game of La Crosse?

A, Perhaps 1410 20 at the game I saw. T am not sure of exact number.
(}... An Indian game of La Crosse must be a very colorful affair.

A LIt certainly must be, just picture hundreds of Nature's beautiful models, nearly nude, painted in various
colors, running and leaping in the air. Think of a sea of human forms in a desperate struggle tor control of the
ball.

Q... The early artists must have been amazed at these games. No wonder the game was painted by so many
artists,

A Yes, Catlin tells vs in his 1841 aceount:

"I have made it a vnitorm rule whilst in the Indian country. to attend every ball-play I could hear of, it'] could
do 1t by riding twenty or tharty miles: and my usual costom has been on such occasions, to straddle the back of
my hotse, and look on to the best advantage. In this way I have sat, and often times reclined, and almost
dropped from my horse's back with resistible laughter at the succession of droll tracks and kicks and scuffles
which ensued in the almost superhuman strugele for the ball. The plays generally commence at nine o'clock, or
near it, in the morning: and I have more than once balanced myself on my pony from that time till near
sundown, without more than one minute infermission time, before the game have been decided.”
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Ball Play Dance
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Lay of the Wom en
Gearge Catlin

-
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Ball Play
George Catlin
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2" La Crosse

La Crosse, 18 the name given by the French settlers of Canada to Indian game of " Bagpataway” because the
implement used. the curved netted stick, resembled a bishop's crozier. La Crosse is the oldest organized sport in
America. It was played by the Six Nations taabes of the Iniquaeis, throughout the territory now known as New
Yok State and lower Ontario, before Columbus landed on S8an Salvador in 1492,

The Inqueis Confederation adopted the spert as training measure for war, the extremely brutal pastime
underwent some changes as the game was taken up by the French in 1740 and the English in 1847, La Crosse is
the national summer sport of Canada and played by many schools and clubs.

There are twelve men on each side in the. present game, making 24 in all. The Indians plaved the game with
hundreds and even thovsands of plavers when they had large gatherings..

Earlv explorers have reported 6-8.000 braves plaving the game ay one lime, and as many as 40,000 Indian
spectators.

(.. Thats fine Marty. I am anxicus to hear more of the game description on you started last week..

A Fortunately, we have an excellent description of the game by the artist Catlin recorded in lus notebook in
1841. His description is so colorful. [ will give most of his words:

*The two competing Indian tribes would armive at the scene of the game and make camp on opposite sides of the
field. Each side erected their own goal with upright sticks. about 25 fect high and & feet apart These posts
were set firmly into the ground, and a pole across at the top. These goals were about 40-60 rods apart.”

Gambling was an active part of the game. The squaws could gather and bet all their possessions on the game
knmives, dresses, blankets, pots-and kettles, dogs and borses and guns. Bets were given to stake holders, who
would guard the holdings until the game was finished. The game was played barefooted by the braves.
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The Passenger Pigeon
Q. Marty, [ am gquite anxious to know what you have for us today.
A Well, Walt the other day I was reflecting on a comment that an ormithologist made to me several vears ago
when he said that the Prarie du Chaen area has a greater variety of bard lite than any other spot in America,
perhaps in the world.
(}... Is that right?
A That is what I wag told, but I have no way of telling how correct the statement is. Nevertheless, it was such
a striking statement from a man who should know that I was intrigpued. Soon the duck season will open and our

hunters will be nestled away in their blinds waiting for the sun to creep over the horizown.

Q... Now vou are talking about my favorite sport. Iimagine we have the same variety of bird lite now, that the
garly settlers had, except for fewer birds.

A Yes, there are fewer birds and I think the variety 15 the same with ong notable exception.
Q... What exception do you have m mind?

AT am thinking about the Passenger Pigeon.

(). Were Passenger Pigeons native to this area in the early days?

A Yes, Passenper Pipeons were once a very cotnmon bird here, and found in large flocks. There is a
monument to the Passenger Pigeon in Wyalusing State Park in memory of this mast interesting bird.

()..I guess that is right. By the way Marty, can you tell me how the bird got its name, Passenger Pigeon?
A The American wild pigeon, which was sometimes referred to as a Wood Pigeon. attracted the early attention
of explorers for its conspicuous habit of tlving from one part of the country to another in inunense tlocks. The

flight of these birds was remarkably swifl, for they bhad powerful wings. Because of these charactenistics they
were called Passenger Pigeons.

Q.. When you say these bieds flv swaft, what do you mean? For instance, how many males per hour would you
say they flv.

A The passenger pigeon could fly 60 miles per hour.  On long flights of 200 to 300 miles they are know to
have averaged 30 nules per hour or better.

(... That sounds remarkable. Well. did these birds migrate far?

A_ . The movements of the passenger pigeons were not migratory in the strict sense of the term, except when
they ranged into Canada. Their tlights were madz "en masse" in huge flocks in search of food.

(}...How far north would they go?
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AL Usually southern Canada. Here in the central states, the passenger pigeons would stay all yvear,. When heavy
snow would cover the ground and cut off their feed, they would move a little south until they could find feed.
These birds were not otten found much west of the Mississippi. but ranged cast to the Atlantic,

. When you say they would travel in flocks, do you mean in groups like blackbirds in the fall?

A.. Early travelers and explorers in this area astonish us with their accounts of the immense flock of passenger
pigeons flying at one time.

For instance, Audubon the famous bird painter reported in 18313 secing a flock of passenger pigeons that seemed
to fill the air. Viewing this flight about noon, Audubon reported that the number of birds was zo great that they
shut out the light of the sun, as i an eclipse. Just imagine so many birds that it became dark on the ground.
Audubon estimated in this one flock alone there were one hillion, one hundred million bieds. He said they flew
i 4 contitmons stream.  He caleulated these birds would consume 8,500,000 bushels of grain a day. -

(3. I can't believe it? Was Audubon given to exageeration?

A..No, I am sure Audubon's account is correct. The birds flew in such large numbers that the sound of their
flight was like rolling thunder. The sound could be heard three miles away..

Abowt five vear before Audubon, a famouvs enmthologist named Wilson, reported a flock he saw, which he
estimated to number 2 billion, 230 million passenger pigeons. This flock was 240 miles long. Just think of .a
flock of birds extending from Waukon to Chicago, filling the sky and obliterating the sun.

(.. Its fantastic... Just what did these birds live on?

A Their food conzisted mainly of suall acorns and thin shelled nuts, especially beech nuts and a vatiety of
seed and small fruit,

Where they found food plentiful. the passenger pigeons would gather in vast numbers. They like wooded areas.
They would frequently settle so thickly on trees that they would break the branches

It is reliably reported that these birds would sometimes cover the ground so thickly, turning over leaves in
search something to eat, that the moment one bird rose upon the wing. another was ready to take its place.

These pigeons would remain at such "Roosts” as long as the food supply held out. In carly May and June, they
wonld make their nests in such large company. sometimes loading the tree so that it would break dovwn, The
nest were rude plattorms of twigs, holding usvally two eggs. Sometimes as many as 100 nests would be found
in one tree. That would mean that 200 birds made their home there.

It is said that the male and female passenper Pigeon mated for hite.

.. How interesting, such large flocks must have caused considerable damage?

A Yes, the flocks did damage areas. Strangely, the birds did not bother growing cropes. but the birds did wreck
some forested areas.

Ome tlock is reported to have covered 130,000 acres of woodland. It is said they gatherad all the living berries
and nuts in this area.
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The worst damage, which was great, came from bird excretion, the droppings, which covered the ground two
inches thick and destroved all living vegetation and most of the trees.

). I thought the hunters killed many of the wild pigeons.
A Yes, hunters from 1800 to 1860 hunted these birds so strenvously that they finally destroved the species.

The passenger pigeon was a very tempting meat, a delicacy. At first the Kilhing was done, only for home needs.
Each family pechaps saltmg down a few barrels of bodies. However, late, when transportation facilities
improved, large numbers of birds were taken and packed for sale elsewhere.

When 4 large flock would make a toosting, the white men were little better than the wild animals, for both
would gather for the feast.

Many hunters made a business of commercially hunting passenger pigeons. They would travel wherever the
megecis were plentiful. They would kill mmense numbers with guns, poles and clubs, Scmetimes they used

sulfur pots. Many were caught alive and fattened in pens, other sold live to gun clubs.

Audubon records that in 1805 he saw schooners at the wharves in New York City loaded in bulk with wild
pigeons, caught up the Hudson River. and sold for ong cent each.

). Didn't the early sportsmen protect these birds?

A, No, it was too early to think serionsly of conservation. The conservation movement was to come later and
the passenger pigeon was to be a tragic example of annihilation.

The so called sportsmen of that day, ereated a large demand for live pigeons 1o be shot at, when released from
spring traps, merely as amusement and for tests of marksmanship. As many as 20,000 wild pigeons were used
on 4 single occasion in some tournaments.

This incessant slaughter and persecution, together with the clearing away of large tracts of forest, rapidly
destroyed the wild pigeons. Their disappearance was preatly hastened by a series of very cold winters between
1860 and 1870,

{}...Does anyone know just when the last passenger pigeon died?

A... Yes, there is a good record. The only known bird of this species in captivity died in the Cincinnati
Zoological Garden on August 24, 1914 at the the age of 29 years. The opinion prevails among competent
ormithologists 15 the time the passenger pigeon became extinct was the death of thas bird.

(... What a tragic ending to such a fascinating story.

A Yes, 1t is. I wish we could find a stufted passenger pigeon that we could have in our museum here, as a
reminder of this picturesque bird with its colorful place in our pioneer history.

AL Seems 1o me [ remember when some of the older peeple made collection of stuffed anmmals and bards.

A1 am sure there must be some people in our audience here who could aid us in getting a stufted passenger
pigeot.
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()..I bet there are too, if they would be good enough to let us know.

A Help us if you can. Just write a letter or card to this station or me, Marty Dyrud, Prairie du Chien,
Wisconsin.

0...Just what did a passenger pigeon look like? I guess I forgot to ask you that?'

A The passenger pigeon is about the size of a turtle dove. The male was about 17 inches long. About halt of
tlus length was the tail. The passenger pigeon had a narrow, graceful and pointed tail. The anddle feather m the
tail was brown, the others pale blue.

The female was sinaller than the male ind less colotful. The uppert feathers of the bird were purplish or
brownish red, fading into a vielet pink.

(})... Thanks a lot Marty for vour fascinating story and, I hope that somebody will aid vou in getting a stuffed
passenger pigeon for historical display.

AT sure wish g0 tog.
O Will we see you next week?
A... I'll sure try to be here.

Broadecast %/20:54
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Passenger Pigeon

After John James Audubon, Plate 62 Passenger Pigeon from The Birds of America, Hand-colored etohing with engraving and aguating by Roben Havell, Frst
slate.
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In the antumn of 1813,1 left my house at Henderson, an the banks of the Chio, on my way to Louisville. Tn
paszing over the Bamrenz a few miles beyond Hardensburgh, T obzerved the pigeons flying from north-east to
south=west, in greater numbers than [ thought 1 had ever seen them before. The airwas literally filled with
Pigeons the light of noon-day was obscured as by an eclipse. Before sunzet I reached Tonisville, distant from
Hardensburgh fifty-five miles. The Pigeons were still passing in undiminished numbers and continued to do so
for three days in succession. The killing of these birds reached legendary proportions. The last specimen died
at the Cincinnati Zoo, September 1, 1914,
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Indian Canoes

(..The time has armived, once again, for another of our mteresting chats on History, We ace pleased 1o welcome
back Marty Dyvrud, curator of The Wisconsin State Historical Society to the WPRE microphone,

AL Thank you Walt. This area has a och hentage of history and I enjoy digeng out the interesting phases of our
frontier davs.

Q...I had almost forgotten the Passenger Pigeon, until you opened up last week and told us about the
tremendons number of these birds in this area in the early days. [ believe vou mentioned flocks of as many as 2
billion birds. It almost seems beyvond comptehension.

A Yes, 1t does seem fantastic. If the white men in those days had practiced somie restraint and conservation,
we might still have these wonderful birds with us today. Unfortunately, the ruthless killing of the passenger
pigeon was big factor in the annihilation of the specizs. The last bird in the Cincinnati Zoological Garden died
in 1914,

(...By the way Marty, did vou get any leads on a stutfed passenger pigeon tor the museum here.

A No..no yet.

Q. Well, vou may tind some help, one of these dayvs m locating a stuffed bird. Personally, just now I would
rither be out hunting some ducks.

AT suppose with the opening of the duck seazon, vou would like to pick up pownters from a good Indian
hunitet.

(I wouldn't mind learning more.

A Well, Walt, the Indians hunted all their lite for food, A good portion of their dist was meat. As a result thev
roamed over large tracts of land bunting animals, game birds, fishing and gathering grains and berries.

Unfortonately, the Indans did not store food m times of pleaty, for imes of want, so they frequently were
hungry.

O the contrary, the winte man stored food when he found plenty. which carried bun over the penods of
scarcity, He therefore could exist on a much smaller land area.

()..I guess that's right.
A This time of the vear the Indians would hunt ducks and gather Wild Rice in their canoes.
(). Are the duck boats a modified canoce?

A..In many ways they are similar, but generally they are very different in that the duck boats have a covered top
deck, with, only a hele for the paddler. To me, they resemble the Eskimo "kayak" more closely.

(... Are the canoes today hike those the Indians vsed?
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AL The finest Indian cances in all North America were developed a 1ittle nortly of us. The Chippewa Indians
designed a birch-bark canoe, which was, and still may be the lightest and most graceful craft on the water.

Our canoes of today stem from these famous Chippewa birch-bark cances.
Q. Tell e more about the birch-bark canoes.

A Well, the birch-bark canoes of the Cluppewa Indians, are perhaps the most beautifol and the lightest modal
of all water crafts. that was ever invented.

They are generally are made completely from the rind of one birch tree. Ingeniously. they are shaped and sewed
together with the toots of the tamarack (Which the Indians called "wat -tap”. The finished canoe is waterptoof.
These canoes ride high on the water and are light as a cork.

The Indians developed a great skill in bandling their canoes. They would gracefully lean and dodge about in the
water. Even the ughiest squaw could handle a canoe with consununate skill.

It looked so easy to the white man, that he thought could duplicate their skill. However the white man found
was cettainly not easy, bui with patience and practice the early traders became expert in the canee.

(}...Did all the Indhans use barel-bark canoes?
A..No. Most Indians and primitive tribes, on or near water developed some means of water transportation.

First the primitives used rafis, but these were awkward. Next came the Dug-Out. These were made from logs,
hellowed out by fire and shaped with crode tools inte boats. The dug-outs were faster than ratts. The Indians
through Atnerica used dug-outs for water travel.

Cances were a higher development of the garly boat builders. Primitive canoes wete usually light frameworks
of wood over which were stretched skins like the Eskimo "Kayak™.

When Columbus visited the Weast Indies he found a word "Cana'oa" in use. It generally refers to a small boat
with both ends sharp, open from end to end and propelled by a paddle. Usually the paddles were single bladed.
I think the double bladed paddle is rather peculiar and characteristic of the Eskimo and his "kayak".

Our Chippewa Indians distinguished themselves by making a fine canoe that was light, gracetul, beautitul and
very serviceable, using a birch-bark covering. The Chippewa Indians used birch-hark. sewen together as a
covermyg for their huts, which they carried along with them. It was light and served better than skins.
(}...That's interesting.

A The Mandan Indians of the Uppet Missouri River, that would be in the Dakotas, lad a form of boat which
was sometines meorrectly reterred to as canoes, which were made round like a wb. Buffalo skins were

stretched over a willow framework 10 these boats.

The Mandan Indians paddled these by standing in the bow by reaching out and pulling the paddle tewards the
boat.

(). Present day cances are then a descendent of the Chippewa cance, made of birch-bark?
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A Yes, that's right.

{}... The white men must have recognized the advantages of the Chippewa birch-bark canoe and copied it for
that reasan?

AL Yes, the carly traders and explorers found the Chippewa canoe light and best in the water. It did reguire
considerable skill to handle it.

Most people picture explorers and Indians m canoes. That glamour 15 with us today and I thiok will remain. OF
course yvou have to be a good swimmer to operate a canoe but today most people swim, 50 there is not much
danger it vou turn over and get a dunking.

.. How long are canoes?

A In the early days when portages were common, the canoes were smaller than today. The early explorers and
traders used cances from 10 to 16 feet long, that is when they traveled alone. When they traveled together thear
canoes would range from 16 to 20 feet.

The Indians had war canoes up to 30 feet long that would carry © men easily. The early traders used this type of
canoe for freight carriers.

The vovagzurs, mainly French Canadians. became very skilled with canoes, Very strangely they would measurs
distances in "pipes”. After paddling so long they would stop for a pipe smoke, which came tobe used as a
measure of distance in the early days on the waterways, The vovageurs had many songs that have come down
throwgh the years.

Getnting back to canoes, now with few portages, our sportsmen like the 17 foot canoe, which has a 34 inch
width. The usual depth is 12 to 14 inches. The bow and stern are about 4 1o 6 1nches hagher. One man can
handle this sized canoe.

(}...Do the Canadians use the sane Kind oo the Lake of the Woods?
A..No, their canoe is smaller, about 1 foot shorter and only 30 inches wide. In Canada, portaging is frequent so

the smaller size 1= better.  All wood canoes are the favorite in Canada, while the canvas cance is the favorite in

the Lhnited States

The wood canoe is faster. The canvas canog is the more buovant. The birch-bark canoe. the original. while
almost impossible to obtain now, 15 slower than the other two, but the birch-bark canoe will keep gomg vader
stress of wind and water, that would drown any other type.

Q. Sails?

A... Yes, not rigged, but propelled by blankets. They served the bircl-bark canos.

(}...Did the Indians orpament their canoes?

A Yes, the Indians would paint designs on their canoes, which made them all the more attractive. Frequently

there would be a star or a flower emblam on the curved prow or stern of the canoe. Some running design or a
series of colored bands would go along the side.
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(). The boats came later?

A..Yes, later the traders vsed bateaus, large boats 10 transport furs. Thess boats had oars and fised positions for
them. They were of course much heavier and more stable and they would stand more abuse.
{}...Then I suppose large steam boats.

A...Yes. the steam boats came as the territory opened. The famous stern wheelers and side wheelers for the
shallow water.

MMIDyrud Aug 19534
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Canoes of the Sacs and Foxes
George Catlin
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The Indian Peace Pipe
Q...Once again, the time has artived for another of cur History chats on Pioneer Prairie du Chien.
A Thank you Walt. I am glad to join you once again. Iam so glad vou are giving attention to our history.

QI didn't reahize that the Chippewa Indians were so famous for their birch-bark canoes, wntil vou gave us the
story last week.

A.... Yes, the Clhappewa birch-bark canoe set a standard as the finest canoe in the world, Even now, more than
100 years later, our canoe designs are based on this vary famous craft.

(). Those early days must have been very picturesque when you could see so many Indian chiefs draw their
canoes up on shore near this station and visit Fort Crawford for their treaty meetings.

A Yes, they wera. [t must have bzen a very celorful spectacle, the Indians in their colorful dress, the fancy
feathered head-dresses. The treaty meetings were interesting too, for there were many orators among the Indian
chiefs, Chief Blackhawk was an orator and highly respected. After discussions, and when agreements were
reached, the Indians with great ceremony would smoke their "Pipe of Peace” with their great white brothers.

Q.. Marty, just what is or was a "Peace Pipe"?

AL Well, that's quite a long, but interesting story.

Q.. Would vou be good encugh to tell us about it today?

A Sure, The Indian "Peace Pipe" was a highly respected Indian symbol of friendship. When the Indians
smoked the “Peace Pipe" with the white men, it symbolized their agreement.with a blessing from the Great
Spirit.

(.. Much like we shake hands, when we make a binding promise today.

A Yes, that's nght. [ would think the "Peace Pipe” was more solemn and binding for they mvoled the Great
Spirit as a witness of the agreement.

You see, the Indians when they held their councals, talked and agreed verbally. They didn't sign written
contracts as we know them today. When the Indian chiefs agreed. they smoked the "Peace Pipe”. With
cotsiderable ceremony, the "Peace Pipe" was passed to each member of the council and party to the agreement.
Each Indian tock a few whiffs and passed the pipe along.

Q... What made the “Peace Pipe"” such an impottant symbol?

A The very earliest Indians were imtrigued with the mystery of stnoke. They saw the smoke rise and later
believed it carried messages to The Great Spirit, their God. creator of the world, who dwelt in the

heavens. Smoking the "peace pipe™ had a religious significance, as the Great Spirit joined in witngssing the

agreement.

...Did the Indians smoke tor pleasure?
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A Yes, they did. The pipe they used for pleasure was bowever a different pipe. By the way, did you know that
tobacco is a native plant of North America? The U. 8. is the, place where tobacco first came from. Tobacco
smoking is an Indian custom.

(... Wasn't there smoking in other countries at that time, when Columbus and other explorers visited America?

A..In Africa and Europe. the primitives smoked hemp. Maybe that's where we got the expression of a bad
smoke as “Smoking rope.” In China in those days the people smoked opium.

However, tobacco chewing, pipe smoking of tobacco and the use of snutt were Indian customs that the white
nien discovered and later adopted.

.. How interesting. Was tobacco then mtroduced mto Furope?

A Yes, Sir Walter Raleigh had more to do with the popularity of smoking in Europe than any other person.
Before Sir Walter Raleigh was led to the scaffold, he had a pipe smaoke of tobacco from Virginia with an Indian

pipe.
(}.. . That's probably why we find Sir Walter Raleigh's name or tobacco products today.

A Yes, they tell an interesting legend that Sir Walter Raleigh's servant threw a bucket of water upon him when
he first saw his master smoking a pipe. His servant thought was on fire,

(Q...Ha. Ha, Sir Walter reallv got the shock treatiment that time.
A..Yes, he sure did. The pipe, as we know it today, with the pipe bowl and stemy 1s of Indian derivation.

The early explorers, who came to Praitie du Chisn were mquisihive to know the source of the famows Indian
pipestone as most of the Indian tribes of North America used this red stone in their ceremonial pipes.

All Indian tribes made expeditions to a small area northwest of Prairie du Chien for their stock of the pipe stone.

Catlin, the carly artist explorer, was so fascinated that he organized an expedition to locate and visit this
sacred quarry of the Great Spirit.

O Would the Indians let ham visit their sacred area?

A The Indians tried to discovrage Catlin, but finally. after several harrowing experiences he reached the spot.
This is now referred to as Pipe Stone Natiomal Monument, near Pipestone m Sowth West Minnesota,

Catlin judged from the great excavations and from the graves and ancient fortifications, that the place must have
been frequentad by many different iribes of Indians for many centuries.

The legends regarding this spot that the Indians tell are most fascinating.

(). Tell me more abowr the Peace Pipes.
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The hallowed pipe stone was used by the Indians to make their pipes. Some pipes they smoked for pleasure.
The Peace Pipe, which the French called the CALUMET was a very special ceremonial pipe. Offering a Peace
pipe to God the most sacred pipe performance.

The man selected to do this, held the pipe toward the North, the South, the East, and the West and finally to the
sky above, Offering a fow tobaceo leaves or a filled pipe to a goest was a mark of respect and trendship.

(}...How did the Indians make their pipes?
A... The Indians carved out the bowl piece from the sacred stone. Usually the bowl was plain, sometimes
decorated by bands and omaments of lead which appear to have heen ron into depressions made to recerve the

mietal and then snyoothed down. The stems are long and curionsly carved sticks of hardwood sometimes flart,
frequently ornamentsd with gaily colored feathers of birds and horse hair dyved a scarlet hue.

(}...Today tobacco smoking is almost a universal custom. throughout the world.

AL .Our soldier boys found cigarattes sought by people all over the world.

MNow that women are popularizing pipe smoking. It may not be long betfore ladies will smoke the picturssque
Indian pipes with their vnusual ornaments. For if they add as much fashion to pipe styles as they do to their

hats, we will have something interesting to see in the days to come.

MIDyeud Oct. 2 1954,



——

Pipestane Quarry on the Coteau des Praivies. 1836-1837
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Indian Legends

.. It has been the custony of WPRE, as a public service, to devote a period each week, to the history of the
Prairiz du Chien area. We have been very fortunate, so far, to have had as our guest, Marty Dyrud, corator of
the Wisconsin State Historical Society. Onee again, Marty 1= with us and as [ say hello, I want to also say
thanks tor sharing yvour wealth of local history wath us.

A, Thaok you Walt, vou have been most cooperative and I enjoy being with yvou for these History Chats.

QI got a generous edocation from your talk last week. I had never realized that the Indians introduced
tobacco and pipes to the white men.

A Yes, the tobaceo plant is a native of North America. When the white explorers found the Indians smoking,
chewing and snuffing tobacco, they tried the custom and quickly adopted the habit. It is still with us. Now, the
use of tobacco is a universal custom thronghout the world. As a result, we have large export market for tobacco.

. Marty, would you be good enough to give vs a "thwmnb nail” sketch of the interesting history of the famous
Indian "peace pipes"? Your account last week was most mtriguing to me.

A Svrely, while the Indians simoked pipes for pleasure, smoeking the Peace Pipe had a very special significance.
When the Indian chiefs smoked a Peace Pipe at their councils or at treaty meetings with the white men, 1t meant
that an agreement had been reached. The act was binding and the event was honored in foendship with
considerable ceremony. The Indian custodian of the Peace Pipe passed the Peace Pipe to cach participant, wha
drew a few whiffs. Then the Indian with pride and solemnity extendad the pipe in each of the four directions
North. Senth, East, and West, and then toward the sky mvoking the blessing of the Great Spirit m the heavens.

(}...Tell us again about the special stone used in this famous pipe and its origin.

A The Peace Pipe of the Indian tribes, nearly all of them throughout North America were made from a special
red stone, obtained from a revered and haloed spot in southwest Minnesota. The various Indian tribes would
make pilgrimages from time to time to this sacred area to mine pipe stone to replenish their supply, which they
would carry to their tribal homes.

The Indians had an interesting legend about the spot. which is near Pipestone Minnesota. Here, according to
Indian tradition, happened the birth of the re-pipe, winch has blown its tomes of peace and war to the remotest
corners of the Continent: which has visited every warrior and passed through the ittevocable vath of war and
desolation. And her¢ also, the peace breathing Calumet was bom, and fringed with the cagle’s quills, which has
shed its thrilling fumes over the land, and soothed the fury of the relentless savage.

The Grzat Sparit at an ancient period called the Indian nations together and standing on the precipice of the

red pipe stone rock. broke frons its walls a piece and made a huge pipe by uming it in his band, which e
smoked aver them and pointed ta the Naorth, the South, the East, and the West, and told them that this stone was
red, that it was their flesh and that they nust use it for their pipes of peace; that it belonged 1o them all, and that
the war club and scalping knife must not be raised on its ground. At the last whiff of his pipe. lus head went
into a great cloud, and the whole surface of the rock for several miles was melted and glazed; two great ovens
were openad beneath, and two women {guardiens of the place) entered them in a blaze of fire; and they are
heard there yet, answering to the invocations of the high priests or medicine men, who consult them, when they
are visitors of thas sacred place.
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(). That's certainly a fascinating Indian legend.
A... There is another legend about this area.

Wear the pipe stone rocks 15 a high mound called the "Thunder Nest". Here, according to Indian legend is whers
very small bird sits upon her <ggs during fair weather, At the hatclung of ber brood, the skies are rent with bolis
of thunder as the storm approaches.

She bas often been seen by the medicing men, and 15 about as large as the end of my bitle tmger. Her mate is a
serpent whose fiery tongue destroys the voung ones as they are hatched and fiery noises dart throvgh the skies.

Q.. What a strange tale, it sounds like a medicine man's dream,

A That kind of a dream1 would be a nightimare. Sowme of the Indian tales are rather awesonie and frightening,
but therz are others of mysteries, some of love, others of hunting and then some about war. There are even
seme Indian legends about Prairie du Chien.

(}...I hope that the Prairie du Chien legends aren't too long. for I am most anxious 10 hear about them.

A...There is a very interesting one that came to light when Johnathon Carver, the famous English explorer
descended the Wisconsin river in 1766 and visited Prairie du Chien,

From his journals, we have this interesting accoumt. He says: "I observed the roins of a large [ndian town, about
five miles above the junction of the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers.”

That would apparently be a hittle north of Prarie du Chaen.

Continmng, Carver recounts; "On muiry of the neighboring Indians, why it was deserted, I was mformed that
abourt thirty years ago, the Great Spirit appeated on the top of a pyramid of recks which lay a little distance to
the west, and warned them to quit their habitation: the land on which they were built belonged to hinw and he
had an cecazion for i1, As proof that he who gave them their orders, was really the Great Spicit, he told them
that the grass should immediately spring up on those very rocks from whence he addressed them, which they
knew to be bare and barren. The Indians obeyed. and soon atter-discovered that this miraculous alteration had
taken place."

"They showed me the spot, but the growth of grass appeared 1 0o way supernatural,”
(). How interesting, 1 have never heard this legend before.

A Carver went on to say; "I apprehend, this to bave been a stratagem of the French or Spaniards to answer a .
seltish view.."”

.. What would be the motive?
A Carver inquired further and leamed that “soon after their removal they built a town on the bank of the
Mississippi near the mouth of the Wisconsin, at a place called by the French, La Prairies les Chiens", which

signifies the Dog's Plains.

(}...Then the Indians moved from north of our present town site to a place near what we now call Lower-town.
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A Yes, that's right.
}...Do you know just where the sight of the Indian town was nerth of Prairie du Chien?
A..No, not exactly, but with a little scouting and study we should be able to find it

If we measure up 3 miles from the junction of the Wisconsin, we come to a spot near the opening of the west
channel, which would be a little north of this station,

The rocks they refer to are not familiar to me but it may be that they can be located, for the description should
shll apply.

Cal Peters. believed that Gremore Lake area was an Indian village site. So, I would be inclined to think that the
area would be somewhere between the Villa Louis and the Ambro.

(}..By the way, did Carver zive any description of Prairie du Chien in those days?

A Yes, he refers to it as "A large town (now remember. he is reporting in 1766 ten vears betore our declaration
of Independence containing 300 families {that was 1300 souls). The houses are well built after the Indian
manner and pleasantly sitvated on a very rich soil, from which they raise every necessity of life in great
abundance. This town 1s a great spot where all the adjacent tribes and ¢ven those who inhabit the remote
branches of the Mississippi. annually assemble about the latter end of May, bringing with them their furs to
dispose to the traders.”

(}...Do you think the traders tricked the Indians into moving?

AL We will probably never know, 11 is one of those question marks in history.

(. Why would the traders want them 1o move.

A One speculation is that the traders wanted the Indians to move fantber south where the teaders thought a
town site was better and that it would develop into a better trading community.

(.. Who was this explorer Carver anyway?

A, Johnathon Carver was a tabulous person, an ¢arly English explorer. He wrote books on his travels which
captured the English public and became best sellers in England in those days.

Petlaps Carver 15 best known, and will be long remembered for a deed of land which he obtained from Indians,
that is recorded here in our Crawford County courthouse. It is one of the most fabulous grants of land and a
deed that has stirred up more controversy in England and America, than I think any one other grant.

(). You have my curiosity aroused.

A1 doubt if we will have time today to cover this fascinating story.

(}...Perhaps you will tell us about it next week

A Yes, [ will be happy to.
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.. We will be looking forward to your Carver story next week but just now [ would like to thank you for being
here and sharing vour History thoughts with us.

A...Thank you Walt, Goodbye.

Okt 141954 MIDyrud
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Jonathon Carver
(.. Each week, we try to bring you some noteworthy phase of our ach local hastory.
A History is valuable to ¢vervone., The lessons of the past are the sign posts that should direct our steps today,
miore accurately and quckly toward our goals. We can profit from the mistakes of the past. We can draw

inspiration from the accomplishments of our foretathers, -

()..I have been waiting to hear about Carver, who you mentioned last week. As I recall you didn't feel we had
sufficient time to talk about thas man. Marty, just who was Carver?

A Johnathon Carver was a Yanles from Connecticut who travled in this area in 1766 and 1767 and has become
a prominewt figure it early Wisconsin history.

.. Just how did Carver gain his fame?

A...Carver died a pavper in London England but if his plans had clicked. he could have been one of the richest
men of his day.

QI don't gquate widerstand?

A Let me read you a deed, which 15 registered here in the Crawtord County court house,

(}...You mean you have the answer in a deed on file here in the Register of Deed's office?

A Listen 1o this and I will 1e1 you decide whether Carver and his heirs are rich ot poor. Here 15 a deed from
two famous Sioux Indian chiefs, signed on May 1, 1767 granting Johnathon Carver 10,000 square miles of
Wisconsin territory with a Intle in Mionesota. The part in Minnesota happens be the city of St. Paul.

Just a minute Marty, did vou say ten thousand square miles?

.. Yes, 10,000 square miles.

. What would that amount to in acres?

Well there are 640 acres 1 a squate mile, so that would be 6,400,000 acres.

Whstle. my oh my, that would be a tremendous fortune at only a dollar an acre.

.. That's aght,

.it seems almast unbelievable. How waould a person describe the land?

.. Would you want me to read the deed?

Sure.

o e oo QLo Q

Here 1t 15
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To Jehnathon Carver, a chief under the mwost mighty and potent George the Third. King of the English, and
other nations, the fame of whose courageous warriors have reached our ears, and have been more fully told to
us by our good brother Jonathon, aforesaid, whom we rejoice 1o se¢ come among vs, and bring us good news
from his country.

We, chiefs of the Naw-dow-1ss1e5, wheo have set our seals do by these Presents, for ourselves and Heirs forever,
in retum for the many Presents and other good Services done by said Jobnathon, and his heirs and assign to
ourselves and allies, give, grant and covey to him the said Johnathon, and his heirs and assign forever, the whole
of a certam tract or territory of Land Bounded as tollows:
Vizs, From the Fall of 8t. Anthony, running on the east bank of the Mississipp, nearly Southeast as far as the
south end of Lake Pepin, where the Chippewa River joins the Mississippi: and from thence eastward five days
travel, accounting for twenty English miles per day. and from thence North Six days travel at twenty miles per
day, and thence again to the Fall of St Anthony. on a direct line.
We do ourselves, Heirs and assigns forever, give unto the said Johoathon, his heirs and assigos all the said lands
with all the Trees, Rocks, and Rivers therein; reserving for ourselves and heirs the Sole Liberty of hunting and
fishing on the land not patented and improved by said Johnathon, his heirs and assigns- To Which we have fixed
our respective seals: al the Great Cave, May first, 1767

gigned the Turtle and the Snake
Both of the Indian chief's names are so long [ couldn't pronounce them.

QI have never heard anything like that in my whole life.

A They say that truth is steanger than fiction. Here is a grant of land compassed by a rectangle on which you
have travel 120 miles on one side and 100 miles on the other,

(.. Amazing is all that I can say.

A Carver went to England to establish English citizenship so he could have his land grant approved by the
King.

(}...Do you think the grant was freely given?

A, In 1821, four Indian chiefs of the Sioux attested to the correctness of the deed from the standpoint of the
Indian tribe.

Q.. want to hear more. You said he went to England to establish citizenship and have his grant confirmed.

A Following the deed is a deposition by the Rev. Samuel Peters a respected man of character, and Episcopal
numister that best tells of the events following;

I read from this document in our court house-.
The deponent Samuel Peters, clerk in Holy Orders, under solemn oath testifies and says he was in London AD

1774 and saw Captain Carver, a native of Canterbury in the colony of Connecticut in New England. and knew
he had laid a petition before hus Majesty George 1L, praying his majesty to approve of and ratify a certain deed
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of a tract of land te himself, heirs and assigns forever, given by two Indian chiefs of the Naw-dow-issies tribes
dated the Great Cave on May 1. 1767, lying on the east side of the Mississippi river near the Fall of the St
Anthony and Lake Pepin, which could not be approved of or satistied by, any governor in any of his Majesty's
colonies in North America, because the land laid not within any British Colony; and all Governors were
forbidden by proclamation of King Charles 11 dated October 7, 1663,

The deponent saith further, that the King and Lords of bis counel, held a Court in the mouth of February AD
1775 on petition of said Carver. and ordered said Carver. Mr. [ron (Carver's counsellor learned in Llaw) and this
deponent to attend and they obeved:

The court said Carver, Is this: your petition? Carver answered YES. The court asked Carver, Is this deed from
the two Sachems to you genuwine and bona fide, upon your honor? Carver answered, Yes, Genuine and bona
fide, upon my honoet.  After many other questions to Carver, the Court asked Mr. Iton, as you have deawn
Carver's petition and seen all his papers, have yvou discoverad any reason why this praver of Carver's petition
ought ot be granted? Mr. Iron answered. [ have not.

The count then asked this deponent {Peters), How long have you known the petiticiner and his character. The
deponent answered from AD 1754, he was born in Canterbury, the colony of Connecticut, near where [ was
born; he is a great grandson of John Carver, the first English governor that settled Plymouth, in New England
AD 1520

He served as Captain voder General Lyman, 10 the Connecticut troops against Canada, in the Year 1755 and
supported a brave character. during that war, and ever after 2 moral character. He served also under General
Wolfe in taking Quebes, and vnder General Amherst in taking Montreal and all Canada. He also served at Fort
William Heory, After peace was made in 1763, he traveled in the northwest part of North Amenca with two
servants, one Frenclunan, the other a Mohawk to visit the distant Indians and discovered a country where no
white man had ever been seen before,

Questionad by the court; Do vou believe the Indians would give so much land to Carver, for his services and
presents? The deponent answered, Yes, for the Indians are generous and grateful to their friends and
benefactors, and Captain Carver made peace between them and other powerful tribes, which was worth to them
more than the Territory given in their deed, and besides the Indians had lands and wilderness enough and they
love Carver and wanted him to settle and abide with them as a Sachem and protector. which he promisad to do.

Questioned by the court; of what religion is Captain Carver? The deponent answered he is by profassion an
Anabaptist, and desmed to be a zood and honest man and worthy of full credit in his native country:

Then was read Lord Amhberst's certificate. Viz * 1 knew Captain Johnathon Carver in America of the troops from
Connecticut, vnder my command, to be a brave and fathful officer and soldier.”

Then Carver, Iron and his deponent, were ordered to retire into another room: afier some time, were again called
betfore the court and the mimster said to Captain Carver:

His Maesty has graciously granted vour petition, and has ordered a gratuity of £ 1373, 3x, 3d to be paid to you
and that you prepare to sail for New Orleans next June, and take possession of you territory with 150 men of
whom will be the conunander. and his Majesty will provide ships men and necessities, to convey you there.

Captain Carver received the money, and all things were making ready, when news arrived of the Battle of
Bunker Hill, which put a stop to Carvers return. After leaving court Mr. Iron said to Captain Carver.... "I give
you joy; this is satisfaction, sufficient of your dead from the two Indian Chiefs.
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(}...That's rzally the most amazing tale I have ever heard.
A Yes, but true.

Carvers land grant ended m disappomtment for him. I suppose be had to return the money the King had given
him. If the Americans won their battle for Independence he have to start all over again.

Q... What happened then?

A Carver published lis teavels, which became a best selling book in England. That was in 1778, In 1780 he
died and was buried in the paupers field 1 London.

(). What a sad ending?
AL While it was the end for Carver, when the third edition his book was published in 1781, the. author of the
foreward gave a sketch of Carvers life and printed the deed. the original of which was is his possession. This

man Dr. Lattsom, stated a tew vears later that the deed had disappeared.

The heirs, Edward and Euth Houghton in Vermont sold their interest for $3.00 to the Mississippi Land
Company.

They and others tried unsuccesstully for. many vears to have this grant acknowledged by the ULS. Government.

). I see that we have ron over our time and Marty please back and tell us some more about this incident or
athers of your intrigung tales,

A I sure will. Until then thanks and good-bye.

Oot. 22,1954
.1 Dyrudme
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The Summer Maker
An Indian Legend,
An Odjibwa Tale (Chippewa)

()...Onee again the time has arcived for another interesting History Chat with Mr. Marty Dyrud, curator of the
Wisconsin State Historical Society and local historian. Hi, Marty and welcome to WPRE.

A, Thaok you, I am glad 1o be here.

Q... Thanks for telling us last week about our Indian heritage.

A... There ig one phase of Indian life that mast of us know very little about, but I find extremely fascinating.
(). And, what is that?

A I refer to the legends of the Indians, the stories they told. Longfellow took one of the Indian legends and
made into the great poem Hiawatha, I think there are few people that know that our Wisconsin Indians are
represented in the poem.

). No, that 15 news (o me. But, now that you have my curiosity aroused I would like to hear an Indian legend.

A... This tale or legend in Chippewa is called O-Heeg-An-hung, meaning a group of stars mn the northem
hemisphere, sometimes called the Fisher Stars and believed identical with group of the Pleugh.

This legend might be called The Summer-Maker, and here is the Indian tale.

Many, many. years ago there lived a celebrated Indian Hunter on the southern shores of Lake Superior, who was
considered a Manito by some, for there was nothing he could not accomplish.

He lived off the path. in a wild. lonesome place, with a wife whom he loved and they were blessed with a son,
who had attained his thirteenth vear, The hunter's name was O-Jeec or the Fisher, which is the name of an
expett. spirited little animal, commen to this region. He was so successful in the chase, that he seldom returned
without bringing his wifte and son a plentitul supply of venison, or other dainties of the woods.

As hunting was his constant occupation, his son began garly to emulate his father in the same employment and
would take his bow and arrows and exert lng skall in trying to kill birds and squirrels.

The greatest impediment he met with, was the coldness and severity of the climate. He often returned home, his
little fingers benumbed with cold, and crying with vexation at his disappointment. Davs and months, and years
passed away, but still the same perpetual depth of snow was seen covering all the country, as with a white cloak.

Oue day, after a fruitless trial of his forest skill, the litle boy was returning homeward with a heavy heant, when
he saw a small red squirre] gnawing the top of a pine bur. He had approached within a proper distance to shoot,
when the squirrel sat up on its hind legs and said to him: "My grandchild, put up your arrows and Listen to what
have to tell you.

The boy complied rather reluctantly when the squirre] continued; "My son, | see you pass frequently, with your
fingers benumbed with cold and crying with vexation for having killed any birds. Now, it vou will tollow my
advice we will see if vou can accomplish yvour wishes, [f vouw will strictly follow my advise, we will have a
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perpetual summet, and you will then have the pleasure of Killing as many birds as you please and I will alse
have something 10 zat, as [ am now miyself on the point of starvation.

"Listen to me. As so0n as you get home, you must commence crying. You must throw away vour bow and
arrows in discontent.  [f your mother asks what is the matter, you must not answer her, but continve crying and
sobbing. If she i offers vou anything to cat. you must push it away with apparent discontent, and continue
crying. In the evening, when vour father returns from hunting. he will inquire of your mother what is the matter
with you. She will answer that yvou came bome crving and would not so much as mention the cause to her. You
st not leave off sobbing.

At last vour father will say, "My son, why this nnnecessary grief?, tell me the cause, You know I am a spint,
and that nothing is impossible for e to perform.” You must then answet him and say that your sotry to see the
snow continually on the ground and ask him if he could make 1t melt, so that we might have perpetval sumimer.
Say 11 in a supplicating way, and tell him this iz the canse of vour grief. Your father will reply, "It is very hard to
accomplish your request, but for your sake and for my love for vou, I will use my utmost endeavors.” He will
tell vou to be still and cease erying. He will try to bring sumumer with all its lovelingss. You must then be quiet.
and eat that which is set before you."

The squirrel ceased talking. The boy promised obedience to his advise and departed. When he reached home,
he did as he had been instructed and all was exactly fulfilled, as had been predicted by the squirrel.

k- Jeeg told him that it was a great vodertaking. He must first make a feast and invite some of his friends to
accotmpany hitm on the Journey, Next day he had a bear roasted whole.  All who had been invited to the feast
came punclually at the appointed time. There was the Otter, Beaver. Lynx. Badger and Wolverine. After the
feast they arranged it among themselves 1o set out on the contemplated journey within three days.

When the time artived, the Fisher took leave of his wife and son, and he foresaw that it was for the last time.

He and his companions traveled m company, day after day, meeting with nothing but the ordinary incidents, On
the twentieth day they arrived at the foot of a high mountain, where they saw tracks of some person who had
recently killed an animal, which they knew by the blood, that marked the way.

The Fisher told his friends that they ought 1o follow the track, and see if they could procure something to eat.
They followed it for some time, at last they arrived at a lodge, which had been hidden from their view by a
hollow in the mountain.

Ok Jeeg told hus friends to be very sedate ad not to lavgh oo any account. The first object they saw was a man
standing at the door of a lodge, but of 50 a deformed shape that they could not make out who or what sort of a
man it conld be. His head was enormously large; he had such a queer set of teeth, and no arms. They wondered
how he could kill ammals, But, the secret was soon revealed. He was a great Mamito, He mvited them to pass
the night, to which they consented.

He boilzd his meat in a hollow vessel made of wood and took it out of this singular kettle in someway unkinown
to his guests, He carefully gave each his portion to cat, but made 50 many odd movements that the Otter could
not refrain from laughing for he is the only ong who is spoken of as a jester. The Manito looked at him with a
terrible Llool: and then made a spring at him and got on him to smother him, for that was his mode of killing
animals. But the Otter, when he felt him on his neck, slipped his head back and made for the door which he
passed in safety but curse of the Manito followed him.

The others passed the night, and they talked on many subjects.
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The Manite told the Fisher that he would accomplish his objective, but that 11 would probably cost hiny his life.
He gave them his advice, directed them how to act, and described a certain road which they must follow and
they would thereby be led to the place of action.

They szt off in the morning, and met their friend, the Otter, shivering with cold; but O-Jeeg had taken care to
bring along some of the meat that had been given him. which he presented to his friend. They pursved their
way. and traveled twenty days more before they got to the place which the Manito had told them of. [twasa
most lofty mountain,

They rested on its highest peak to fill their pipes and retresh themselves., Before smoking, they made the
customary ceremony, pomting to the heavens,the four winds, the earth, and the zenith; in the meantime,
speaking it a loud voice, addressed the Great Spirit, hoping thal their objective would be accomiplished. Then
they commenced smoking,

They gazed on the sky in silent admiration and astonishment, for they were on g0 elevated a point, that it
appeared te be only a short distance above their heads. Afier they had finished smoking, they prepared
themselves. O-Jeeg told the Otler to make the first atternpt to try and make a hole in the sky. He consented
with a grin. He made a leap, but fell down the hill stunned by the force of his fall; and the snow being moist,
and falling on his back, he slid rapidly down the side of the mountainn. When he found himself at the bottom, he
thought to himself, it is the last time 1 make such a jump, so I will make the best of my way home. Then it was
the turn of the Beaver, who made the attempt, but fell down senseless; then of the Lynx and Badger, who had
not bhetter success,

Now. said the Fisher to the Wolverine, tey vour skall: vour ancestors were celebrated for their activity.
hardihood, and perseverance, and I depend on vou for success, Now make the attempt. He did so, but also
withont success. He leaped the second time, but now they could see that the sky was giving way to their
repeated attempts. Musteting strength, be made the third leap, and went in. The Fisher nimbly followed him.

They found themselves in a beautiful plain, extending as far as the eve could reacly covered with flowers of a
thousand different hues and fragrance. Here and there we clusters of tall, shady trees, separated by inoumerable
streams of the purest water, which wound around their courses under the cooling shades, and filled the plain
with countless beautiful lakes, whose banks and bosom were covered with waterfowl, basking and sporting in
the sun,

The Fisher and his friend beheld very long lodges, and the celestial inhabitants amusing themselves at a
distance, Words cannot express the beauty and charm of the place. The lodges were empty of inhabitants, but
they saw them lined with cages of different sizes. filled with birds and fowls different plumage.

- Jeeg thought of his son, and immediately conimenced cutting open the cages and letting out the birds, wheo
descended in whole flocks through the opening which they had made in the sky. Warm air of those regions. also
riished throngh the opening, and spread 1t comtorting intluence the north,

When the celestial inhabitants saw the birds let loose and the warma gales descending, they razsed a shout hike
the thundet, and ran for their lodges. Bt it was too late.

Spring., sunumer and autumn had gone: even perpetual summer had almost all gone: but they separated it with a
blow, and enly a part descended; but the ends were so mangled, that wherever it prevails among the lower
inhabitants, it is always sickly.
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When the Wolvering heard the noise, be made for the opening and safely descended. Not so the Fisher
Anxious fulfill his son's wishes, he continued to break open the cages. He was at last, obliged to run also,but
the opening was now closed by the inhabitants. He ran with all his might over the plains of heaven, and it
would appear. took a northerly direction.

He saw hus pursuers 5o <lose that be had to climb the fiest large teee he came to. They comumenced shooting at
him with their arrows, but without effect, for all his body was safe except the space of about an inch near the tip
of his tml. At last one of the arrows hit the spot, tor be had in this chase assumed the shape of the Fisher, after
whom he was named.

He looked down from the tree, and saw some of lns assailants bearing the totems, the family anng of ng
ancestors. He claimed relationship, and told them to desist, which they only did at the approach of night. He
then came down to try and find an opening n the celestial plain, by which he might descent to the earth, but, he
could find nooe.

At last, becoming famnt from the less of blood frem the wound on lus tail, he laid lhimself down towards the
north of the point, and stretching out his limbs, said. "I have fulfilled my promise to my son, though it has cost
me my life: but I die satisfied in the idza that I have done so much good, no only for him but for my tellow
beings.

Hereafter I will be a sign to the inhabitants on the ¢arth below for ages to come. who will venerate my name for

having succeeded in procuring the varying seasons. They will now have from gight to ten moons without
snow.” The Fisher was found the next moming, but they lett him as they found ham, with the arrow sticking 1n
his tail as 11 can be plainly seen, at this time in the heavens above,

.. What charmmg Indian folk-lore. I can see why vou are attracted to these tales, for they are intnguing
stories. As the seasons come and go. also when I look at the northern heavens at night, 1will look for the Fisher
and remember vour delightful Indian story.

Thanks Marty for sharing vour research with us, and we shall look forward to hearing more History of the
Prairie du Chien area next week.

Join us then, same time. same station.
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The Carver Claim and Doty
(.. Each weekk WPRE tries 1o brang its bsteners some interesting hastory of thus area. 5o far, we have been very
fortunate in having Marty Dyrud with us. Once again we welcome back Marty Dyrud, curator of the Wisconsin
State Historical Society, for another of his teresting History Chats.
A Thank you Walt, it is always tun to join you and talk about history.
A Well Marty, the tale yvou were telling me sounds fantastic

AL You mean the Carver story?

. It is bard to imagice bow any man, who could acouire 6,400,000 acres of land from the Indians conld die a
pauper.

A Yes, that's right. They say that truth is stranger than fiction.
Q. In this case 1t sure is. Where did vou find this. information?
A Right bere m the Register of Deeds Office of the Crawtord County Court Hovse in Praine du Chien,
Q. Manty, would vou zo over the high spots again of the Carver deed. ['would like to keep this story 1n mind.
A I sure will. The deed is dated May 1. 1767 and signed at the Great Cave to Johnathon Carver conveying
irrevocably land starting at the Fall of 8t. Anthony in Minneapolis and running aleng the east bank of the.
Mississippi river to the south end of Lake Pepin to the mouth of the Cluppewa River, thence eastward five days
travel at 20 English miles per day, and thence north six days travel at 20 miles per day and thence back to the
Fall of St. Anthony.
Signed by two Sioux Chiefs

The Turtle

The Snake
(}...Then this piece of land was about 120 miles long by 100 miles wide.
AL Yes that is right. It covered better than 10,000 square miles.

Q... That was during the time that the British occupied this area?

A Yes, and it is the reason why Carver, a Yankee trom New England went to England to estabhish citizenship
and have the King confirm his graot.

Q. Manty, without going into too much detail. would you sununarize the events that followed?
A Carver appeared with his lawyer and a witngss before King George I1I and the Lords of his Council in

February AD 1775, Carver was thoroughly questionzd about the grant of land, and after some deliberation, the
King's Minister said:
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"His niajesty had gracionsly granted Your petition, and has ordered.a gratuity of £1373, Bs, 8d to be paid to you
and that you prepare to sail to New Orleans next June, and take possession of you terrtory with 150 men of
whom now will be the commander, and his Majesty will provide ships men, and necessities, to convey you
there."

Captain Carver received the money and all things were making ready, when nevws arrived of the Battle of
Bunker's Hill. which put a stop to Carver's return.

(... Then, instead of being the owner and ruler of 10,000 square mles of Wisconsin territory, Carver's fortune
disappearad with the announcement of the start of our Battle for Independence?

A Yes, one minute & multi-millionaire, the next a pauper. Five yeats later be died in London and was buried in
the pauper's field.

(}....Was that the end of Carver's claim?

A No, in 1822, Fdward and Ruth Houghton, heirs of Carver, living in Guilford Vermont, sold their rights to
this vast claim to: James Bell of New York, Charles Graham of New York and George Blake of Boston for $3.

These gentlemen formed the Mississippi Land Company and tried for many years to have the 1.5, Government
contirm their ¢lam.

AL Well isn't the land you refer to nonth of Praicie du Chien a considerable distance and oot of Crawtbord
County?

A...Yes, the land is north of here. While it 15 not now in Crawford County, it was onge,
(). You mean that Crawtord County at one time was larger than is now?

A You bet it was. When Wisconsin was part of the Michigan territory they divided the state into three
counties. The very northern strip across the top of Wisconsin was known Michilimakinac County.

Below this, all land west of the Wisconsin river was Cravwford County. All land east of the Wisconsin River was
Brown County.

Cravvford Count was later sphit up several ime and new countics created. From a very large county, Crawford
was finally whittled down to its present size.

Q..I never knew that before.

ATt is Just one of the interesting facets of our history an that of Wisconsin's also.

QI guess T got vou off the track, as we were talking about Carver.

AL About the time that Carver got his grant of land from the Indians, he visited Prairie du Chien and gave this
city one of the earliest accounts in history., I belizve that I am correct, when [ say that Carver was the first

explorer who recorded the name of Prairie du Chien in history records.

(}...Then Carver is sort of a God Father to the name Prairie du Chien?
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A ¥es, we can honor him for that.

(}...Did the Carver heirs visit Prairie du Chien?
A No, but the two parties, that had acquired rights to Carver's claim visited here to get information to bolster
their claims,

In 1817 a Rev. Samuel Peters, an Episcopal clergyman who had purchased some rights trom Carver herrs, came
to Praitie du Chien to have the Indians verity the deed which had been given Carver,

Incidentally, Rev. Peters married King Rollette, the fur trader, and the beaotiful JTane Fisher, while he staved
here. You will better temeniber Jane Fisher as Mrs. Hercules Dousmian, for afier the death of Rolente, she
marmed Hercules Dousiman.

Rev. Peters was frustrated in getting the information he wished. for the commandant of the fort, said he lacked
authority te allow Peters to travel inte the Indian country.

Pzters spent the winter here at the fort. Threats of Indian uprisings foiled his plans for interviews with the Sioux
Indians again in the spring of 1818 and he returned to New York, thinking that he could better approach this
matter from another direction,

(). Was Rev, Peters alone ons his trip here?

A.. No, there were five men in his party. However. when Peters returned to New York, two voung members of
his party stayed in Prairie du Chien. One of these men was Willard Keves, who started an English school here

inn Praitie du Chien m 1813,

The other of these voung men was Constant Andrews. He apparently was a skilled wood worker, tor e bult a
water powered mill for grinding wheat in the Mill Coules. He also built several saw mills pear here.

(... Then these two men, who stayed contributed a good deal towards the development of early Frairie du
Chien?

A Yes they did. There is another man associated with the establishment of the Carver claim. who is an
honored figure in Wisconsin history today.,

(}.. Who was that?

AT am referrng to James Duane Doty

(... Seams that that name is famibar to me, but I can't just place 1t?

A James Duane Doty was the fiest Federal Judge to 51t i Praivie du Chien. As a matter of fact his first session
of court was held in Prairie du Chien that was the first Federal court session 1o be held in the Suate of

Wizsconsin.

James Duane Doty was nlso the first postmaster of Prairie du Chien. Then too, James Duane Doty donated land
to Crawford County tor a Court House in Prairie du Chien.
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()...He was a leader at that time in early Wisconsin?

A Definitely. Judzge Doty was very much interested in the Carver Land claim. He investigated the claim
himself and talked with a great many of the traders and Indians about it. As judge he could not enter into the
affair.

But as soon as he was replaced as Federal Judge. he lost no time in making a deal with the owners of the Carver
claim and tried hus best to have them legalized. If be had been successful, here was a chance to gain his fortune
in ove broad stroke. Doty persevered for many vears, but was never successful in having the government
contirm this claim.

Don't feel sorry for Doy, for he was one of the biggest land speculators m Wisconsin, Not only did be acquite
huge clivnks of land for hunselt but he bought land for the American Fur Company. John Jacob Astor, and many
other wealthy Easterners.

(}. S0 Doty saw the possibilities of making money on land in Wisconsin.,

A He did, and was very shrewd also. He acquired large block of land in Green Bay, Fond du Lac, Milwaukee,
Janesville, Madison and Prairie du Chien. As a matter of fact he owned the land on which the Capital in
Madison is built. I believe that he donated the land on which our state capitol now stands. There was intense
rivaley for the Capitol, but Doty was a trained politician and be saw that most of the territorial legislators
received lots near the Capitol, so they would vote for the location at Madison.

Q.. My oh my. what a wealth of information vou can dig out of of court house records?

A... There are several other unusnal events recorded in the Register of Deed's otfice,

Q.. And what are they?

A_ . There is a record of a negro slave, who bought his freedom from and Army officer for $1,200.

(). How unusual?

A Yes, and there is a strange deed here also of an Indian girl to a white man. The Indian girl was to do
housework: for her white master, and he in turn agreed to see that she would get an education.

(.. Strange isn't it. But, I find it isn't strange to run out time, when I hear such interesting tales.

MIDveud'me
Oxtober 28-1954
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Judge Duane Doty
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Hawnopawjatin his mark
Otohtongoom- T
litheaw

Soon after the above period, our author
concluded to return to Bofton, where he
arrived in 1768, having been abfent two
years and five months, during which time
he had travelled about f{even thoufand
miles. After digefting his journal and
charts, he fziled for England, and arrived
there in the year 1769. The reafons
which induced him to undertake this
voyage, are amply related by himfelf in
his travels (page 177.) to which T

refer.
Few objets have excited a more gene-
ral enquiry than the difcovery of a north-
weft
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Judge Doty, Wisconsin Promoter

Q...Once agamn we come to that mteresting time, when we open our doors to a discussion of local history and we
are pleased to welcome back Marty Dyrud curator of The Wisconsin State Historical Society.

AL Glad to Joan you, Walt.

y

Q.. Last week, vou rather amazed me, when vou said that Crawford County once covered all of the state west of
the Wisconsin river, including southwest Wisconsin.

A That's very true. The once huge Crawford County was gradually split into a large number of separate
counties. In a way we could eall all these counties children of Crawford County.

(}.. Was Wisconsin always the same size as we now know it?

A NMNo, Wisconsin was first laid out to be a very much larger state. It included what we now call The Upper
peninsula of Michigan and also Chicago and a broad strip across northern lllinois.

{}...You mean that Chicago was once included in Wisconsin tereitory?

AL Yes, Wisconsin was early laid out with a southern boundary which extended from the bottom of Lake
Michigan westward to the Mississippi fver.

(}...That would include the highly industral section of northern Illinois

ATt sure would, including the cities of Chicago and suburbs, Elgin, Rockford, Dixon and many others, as well
rich famm areas.

. Well just what happened?

A The clamor for adjustments in boundaries began when a bitter dispute developed betweaen Ohio and
Michigan on the latter's southern boundary. Ohio wanted the Toledo area included in their state. Ohio finally
won out andd took a slice off the southem part of Michigan's teratorsy.

Q. Why should that affect us?

A Well, this concession, altering the basic plan, s<t a precedent. Illinoss was quick to capitalize on this
situation and successtully pushed ber upper border northwiard

(... What about Michigan?

A When Michigan had to give up territory ta Ohio, a strip across northern Wisconsin was added to Michigan
as compensation for her loss to Ohio.

(}... Then Wisconsin was caught in a series of squesze plays.
A.., That's right. Even the St. Paul area, which lies ¢ast of the Mississippi was originally in Wisconsin, The

people of area petitioned to be a part of Minmesota as their interests and tradmng was with Fort Snelling in
Minmeapolis, Minnesota so we lost that area also.
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Q. Well, waso't somebody looking out for Wiscorsin's interests?

A Yes, our staunchest defender was Judge Doty. But political rivalries of these days. shackded many of his
comstructive activities. Enemies often put Doty on the defensive. Doty claimed that, "The boundaries of
Wiseonsin should embrace 117,000 square miles, which would make her the "Empire State of the Morthwest,™

Q. You mentioned Judge Doty in vour talk last week, didn't you?

A Yes, Doty was a familiar figure in early Prairie du Chien, a most amazing man, law yer, circuit riding judge.
nember of Congress, governor of two termitories, land speculator, railroad promoter, founder of cihies and all-
atound booster and optimist.

()...Didyou tell me he was the first Federal Judge i Wisconsin?

AL That's right, Doty held his first court session right here Praicie du Chien, the first in Wisconsin, You will
remember Doty also as our fist postmaster. Doty also owned the land on which the 2nd Fort Crawford was
built.

(). When you say that Doty was frequently on the defensive, just what do vou mean?

A..In zarly Wisconsin, there developed a very strong rivalry between Judgze Doty and General Dodge. They
were both strong men and aggressive leaders. They were Political opponents. There was a constant fight to see
who would be “top dog.”

You will remember General Dodge as our first territonial governor, Doty's pelitical mansuvers made hun the
next governor. Then Dodge gained the inside rack and replaced Doty

When Doty was tetritorial member of Congress, it was a good bet that Dodge or one of his clan would follow
up Doty at the next election.

(). How did Dodge gain his leadership?

A General Dodge gained fame as resourceful Indian fighter in the Blackhawk War. His home was in lowa
county and Dodgeville is named in his honor. His home was close to Mineral Paint and the lead mining arza,
This strong and rich group of lead miners supported Dodge for many vears, General Dodge was a bomn leader
and played a strong hand.

Q.. Were politics rough in those davs?

A Were they ever! Dodge and his close friend, Moses Strong fromy Mineral Point at one time almost snowed
Doty under in bankruptey. They really had Doty on the ropes fighting for his very existence.

... You have whentted my curiosity, just how did Dodge do that?
AL Well, Doty donated some of his land in Madison, for the State Capitel. General Dodee, whe was then

governor, stayed aloof of the battle for a Capitol site. However Dodge really wanted Mineral Point, Cassville or

Dubuque,
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Doty won owt and the legislature made him one of the three commissioners with modest funds to build the
capitol building. Doty made a fatal error in not asking for bids, by starting work immediately, for time was

important.

This arza was then a wilderness and Doty who owned the area, promoted the development, naming the
community Madison, after the death of James Madison m honor of this famous Ainerican of revolutionary tame.

Doty reasoned that the members of the legislature needed some place to stay, so work was started on the capitol
bumlding, a hotel. and other service bualdings, The legislators, were well pleased thal Doty and the other
commissioners had made accommaodations tor them available, for they knew the area was wilderness,

Doty had overstepped Llus legal authority in using the money for anything except the capitel building and
General Dodge and Moses Strong waited for a propitious time to embarrass Doty.

When Dadge came into power, the legislature was prevailed on to investigate the use of state funds.

General Dodge and Strong mansuvered to open questions on the title of all the land Doty owned in Madison. It
seams that Doty had given a power of attomey to a friend, who as partner was to develop the Madison land
area. This partner deeded Doty's interest to another, a Mineral Point man

Strong stuck his fingers in the pie and advertised Doty's title and all titles of Madison land from Doty as
defective,

Just when they bad Doty sqquinming, a depression came along, and now Doty had "a tight of Ins life on his
hands." Litigation on the land title of the capital and residential property lasted for ten years. It was a running
tfight all the way, When Wisconsin was adnuitted to the union as a state, Doty's adversaries dropped their attack
and the manters were amicably senled.

Howewver, these deviling tactics prevented Doty from pushing the land claims for Wisconsin as they should have
bean promotad.

Finally, the committee on boundaries were so anxious for early statehood that they waived their claims for
territory other than we now have in Wisconsin. In gaining <arly ratification, we passed up many of our inherent
rights to land.

Q. What did the people think about this?

A Doty had his following and so did General Dodge. Each group thought the other "stinkers”, the size of each
eroup wis rather evenly divided in the state.

Q... Well, what did Doty do with all the land he owned?
A.. Doty was worth about £300,000 before the grudge fight started. He narrowly missed complete bankruptey.
Doty sought money from his friend Joln Jacob Astor. After considerable pressure, Doty got some money from

Astor, but only after Doty had sold many of his choice land holdings to Astor at bargain prices. Astor was
Doty's friend, but the dollar came first.

(}...Then, Astor drove a hard bargain?
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AL Definitely, Astor was 3 shrewd man. That's why be made millions and founded ong of the largest fortunes in
MNorth America.

(.. Where did Astor stand in Doty's fight.

A Al the fur traders were behind Doty While General Dodge had the lead niners strongly behind ham.
(}...Did Doty ever recoup his wealth?

A..Yes, Doty became well to do later on.

Q. Where did Doty live?

AL AT varions time he lived in Green Bay., Prairie du Chien, Madison, and Washington: but his real Wisconsin
home was on an island in Menasha, he named "The Loggery”. Now it is a historic showplace.

(}...0h, Menasha is the Paper Capital of Wisconsin and maybe of the nation.

A Yes, Doty owned large land areas there and aggressively developed that vicinity. He bad an eve on the
waterpower and rich agricultural land in this now famous Fox River Valley.

). We in Wisconsin have much to thank Doty for, in our early development?

AL Yes, we have. Very interestingly. Doty wanted the state name to be spelled more closely to the way the
Indians pronovnced it. He advocated WisKonsin and used this spelling as governor and for many vears in his
correspondence,  This iked his enennes. Finally thev had a jont resolution passed by both howses of the
legislature making the official spelling as we now have,

(. How interesting. Say, Marty does the name Wisconsin have any meaning?

AL Wisconsin is 2 modification of a Winnebago Indian word which means The River of the Flowery Banks."

(... Was Doty the man who first gave the name to the territory?

A Not that 1 know of. Actually, Wisconsin was the Indian name for the river. Traders and explorers found it
convenient to name this territory by the same name as the large river that drained most of the area.

Stephen Long. an early American explorer seems to have been the first to publicize the name Wiskonsin, This
spelling included the K that Doty used.

Q.. Where did the Badger State reference come from?

A...The miners of South West Wisconsin digging for lead burrowed holes in the ground. These people and our
state were frequently referred to as Badgers. From this developed the termy Badger State nicknaming,

(}..Did you know last week that Doty had donated land for the Crawford County courthouse?

A, Yes, Doty bought several farm lots for $130. These were located where ST. Mary's and the General Hospital
now stand and extended to the bluffs.
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A choice spot in this area, where St. Mary's now stands, contained three Indian mounds. Doty denated the
monnds for connty buildings, and in Detrott the following svmmer, secured the passage of a territorial law
requiring the county courthouse to be on that spot. The expected effzct of this move was. of course to enhance
the value of Doty's own holdings, which surrounded the proposed county square,

But here again, Doty's well laid plans went awry, for the county did not erect a courthouse for several vears and
as long as Doty held court at Prairie du Chien, the session met in buildings "Provided by the shenit" The
center was town was then on the island and county buildings so far removed was not popular thew.

(... Where were these court sessions then held?

A...As [ onderstand, in buildings located on what we konow as the parking lots.

(}...The land on which the courthousze now stands was acquired from what people?

A, From Brisbois, Dousman, Rice and Gentil.

(). That is very interesting, but we have run over our time, so we must say Good-bye.

Nov. 7 1954 MJIDvyrud



251

s

Cassville




Henry Do ge




233

Josiah Wedgwood

Q...Once agamn, we meet for another fascinatmg Chat on History, and we are happy to welcome back, our teller
of amazing tales. Mr. Marty Dryrud, curator of the Wisconsin Historical Society.

AL Thank you Walt. it is always nice to be here talking about hastory.,

Q.. Your talk last week opened up a wealth of new information on Wisconsin, James Doty must bhave been a
mwost colorful figure.

A Yes, Judge Doty was one of the most picturesque characters the frontier history of Wisconsin, He added 1o
the color of Prairie du Chien in those early days and contributed to our early develapment.

The early trail he traveled was not an sasy path. His political rivals, particularly General Dodge, put many
obstacles in Doty's path, 5o his life was running fight. At one time General Dodge and his cohorts almost
succeeded in bankmipting Doty. But he fought on valiantly, even when the going was tough and finally gained
financial success and historic fame.

(). Judge Doty was a great promoter. of Wisconsin wasn't he?
A Yes, Judge Doty was famous in many ways., Promipent as a land speculator, we can also look at hin as a
founder of cities. He owned and founded what he called Madison City, our present capital, and named 1t in

honor of the fourth president of the United States, who had recently died.

Green Bay, Menasha, Neenah, Fond du Lac, and Milwaukee, to point out the most prominent, can give Doty
nitich credit for their carly growth.

(I suppose, you would say that Doty had a VISION, a memal picture of the future, to guide his activitiss?

A...Yes, Doty had a vision of things to come but, mors than that, Judge Doty used his boundless energics in a
corstructive way.

Q. Marty, just WHAT makes one man a SUCCESS and another a FAILURE?

A Well, that 1z really a $64 question, but [ think I can answer it. I troly believe, that ¢ach one of us has witlin
oleselves a tremendous potential. Now, if we can barness a direct thas enerey properly, we too, can make a
SUCCESS,

You know there are too many people. who are satisfied with things as they are. If they should be dissatisfied
enough with thewr present state they should adopt a goal and work: for its realization.

Therz 1= a MAGIC in a GOAL, whether it is to own you own home, send vour children through college, be a
successtul business man, ot what ever objective you bring into focus.

(}...But, it seems so discovraging, when the road ahead seems to blocked.
A Sometimes we invent some of our own obstacles. I once heard a story that I have always remembered. It

seems that a Bishop stopped to visit a church in the provess of construction. His approach was a simple and
gasy one, but it very revealing to him.
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Instead of visiting his clergy first and having them show him through the partially built structure, he went alone
to view the rising edifice.

The bishop stopped to talk with the first workman and said "What are vou doing?" The workman looked at him
with some amazement and disgost and said; "Why, I am pounding stone.”

The bishop moved along to another workman and asked the same question "What are vou doing? to which the

worker replied, "Why cutting stone, of course.” The bishop smiled and continned his tour. Coming to another

workman he again asked, "What are you doing? The workman's face lighted up and he said "Sir, I am building
a Cathedral”

1. I s5ee What vou mean, the point of view is very important. The workinan building a cathedral loved his
work, he bad a goal, he was putting something more than stone into the building.

AL Too many people are pounding stone. They are putting in the hours, bt they lack purpose. We need more
people with a love for their worke ' We need more people with a goal in life. Success of people is a measure of
their vision and resourcefulness in their labors.

(). Marty, you have expressed a very noble thought that young people can live by. Do you have some historic
figure 10 mind that lived and practiced this philosophy?

A Yes, the other day I ran across some Wedgwood dishes, they were fine meces of old china, which will live
forever and their value to collectors will mcrease. This fine, old china bought 1o my mind the amazing story of
an ugly boy.

Q...I have heard that Wedgwood china is perhaps the world's finest china, but whan does the ugly boy have to do
with it?

A Draw up your chair and [ will tell you a true story about the Richest Man of His time.

Q... ¥ou have my curicsity aroused Marty. 1 would like to hear the story.

A Evervone in little Bursiem, England seemed to be working for a wage rather than a goal. It was a pittance of
awage, too, for Bursiem was one of the most disreputable places in the world. It offended the eve and smelled

like a zow,

It was a pottery town.  Every backvard had its own small pottery beside the outhouse, when there was an
outhouse.

Waking hours were devoted to making cheap stoneware, drnking, and fightimg, On Sundays a few folks
attended chorch, mostly for the fun of interrupting the traveling preachers.

Thomas Wedgwood had a little pottery in his backyard and thirteen children. But, even with the Labor of all
thirteen children, he could not pay off his mortgage.

When Thomas died, his eldest son inherited the place., including the durable mortgage. The other children
workad for their brother. except those who had attained the age of independence.
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The yvoungest, Josiah was nine when his brother took over the backyard establishment. For ten years Josiah
worked for his brother in the mud of the pottery.

Josiah had a painful limp; his right knee had been crippled by smallpox. Later he was to have the leg
amputated, but that is getting ahead of the story.

Squire Wedgwood, a dignified cousin of the Burslem family. drove over from Cheshire one day with his
motherless daughter Sarah, to inspect the poor relations. The squire owned three times as many horses as the
entire town of Bueslem.

Saraly was a traveled voung lady. but she felt sorry tor the nineteen-year-¢ld consin, who sat with his lane leg in
front of bim, his face yellow from yeats of child labot in the portery shed..

She gave him a book she had been reading.
Josiah could read. though most of his brothers and sisters could not.

He memorized the book before returning it to Sarah, with grateful letter. She sent him another book. He could
not send her books, but he made a porcelain box in a beautiful new shade of green which he had developed.

The ugly, pock-marked potter and the tall slender girl who played the harpsichord were in love: and Wedgwood
now had a goal for which to work,

The goal seemed impossible, A rich attorney bad already spoken to Sarah's tather about marriage. The squire..
harrumphed to his lame cousing no Burslem potter could marry his daughter. She would have a dowry of
several thousand pounds, and the man who married her would have to match it, shillimg for shilling,

They must not see each other for a year, the squire commanded.
"TI'm sorry the dowry is so much..” Sarah told Josiah as he left, but you can match it. I know you can.."

The timid lad went to Shefficld. where he mads pottery omaments of knife handles. He was no longer an
ordinary potter. His omaments were beantiful and were found to be harder and more durable than others.
He worked toward his goal for five vears and laid away a thousand pounds. Then back 1o dirty Burslem he
went to start his own busingss.

He wrote Sarah, "Burslem shall vet be a symbol of all that is beautiful, honest and trug; and I'11 be the best
potter England has over seen.”

More goals for him. He was out not only to marry Sarah but also to remove the odium from the expression "a
commaon Burslem potter”

He started a flower garden, something new in dirty Burslem. He bought a horse o he could ride the forty miles
to visit Saral. The squire grumpily chaperoned every single minute they were together

Burslem potters had been working four days cut of the week, doanking two, and hectoring the preacher on the
seventh. They had been satisfied with their low condition and miserable living. That is the pathetic aspect of
poverty: people get used to low conditions and are satistied.
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The young nian with the limip and a goal gradually chanped that. His flower garden was the start. He interested
some of the villagers in new kinds of pottery, though many remained more interested in the two days drunk. He
hirgd a young artist to teach them color hannony and design.

He changed Burslem. Instead of the old, coarse pickle jars, the potters now made vases and dinner sets of
exquisite bightness and glaze, which the nobility bought for faney prices,

At thinty Josiah invited the squire to Burslem, to take another look at the potters' town which his lame cousin
had mproved. The squire harrumphed and wiped lus brow. He inventoried Josiah's property and regretted that
it did not quite equal his daughter's dowry; the squire’s investments had increased the dowry.

5o Josiah wotked toward his goal for four years imore, when the inventory mote than matched the dowry. He
and Sarah were married. Ome goal had been reached. But Josiah bad other goals now. He was determined to
remove the village and the potters’ trade from the disrespect that had always been their Lot

Saral and Josiah labored together toward these goals. Burslem became the art center and was recognized the
world over as the home of Crueensware: for Wedgwood had been appointed Potter to the Queen.

He extended. his goals as he continued to do more things: he became the richest man of his time.

He gave goals to others, too. He awoke the decrepit, satisfied town by making the people dissatisfied. and then
showing them how to, improve their products and themselves, Burslem became a show place.

That is the story of the vgly bov who became the Richest Man of His Time.

(... That is one of the most extraordinary stones I have heard all my Iife. Marty, all young people should hear
this story, it would give them inspitation. But, tell me, just how do you get people to take that first big step and
set a goal for themselves?

AL Well satisfied people do WOT get things done. The satisfied person has reached his goal. if any. and works
only for the necessary wages 10 kKeep him from starving and freezing.

First we have make people dissatisfied with their present state, The dissatistied person has the vrge to get
things done. Then they can set a goal and work for it.

Q...I don't think that I or the average person has the natural gifts that Wedgwood had to acconiplish as much as
he did.

A, That may be true, many of us wonder just where we can use our ability to the greatest advantage.
Remember however, many apparently ordinary people do extraordinary things. Most of us are too modest in
rating our capabilihes we use only a fraction of the ability and energy we are capable of. Too many of our
efforts are wasted in various ways; we do not make our shots all count in advancing toward cur goal in life.

(. What a marvelous door you have opened for our listeners to travel. Do yvou have any further comments,
Marty?

A Yes, first, money is not everything. Many people will have goals that are not rated with the dollar sign.
Their happiness will come as they accomplish their goals.



257

To 1he women who are listening, you will have to cooperate with your husband if he s to be successful. If you
and your husband share the same ideals and goals if life and strive for them, your lives will be happy and
rewarding

(}... History today has opened a very sound philosophy for all of us. [would like to talk longer, but our time is
rnning out.

Nov. 14,1934
MIDweud
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The Indian Horses

(}...And now the time has arrived for another of our interesting History Chats with Mr. Marty Dyrud, curator of
the Wisconsin State Historical Society. Hello Marty, and welcome hack to WPRE.

A Thank you Walt, I am glad to be here,

Q... Your story, last week, on Wedgwood was an inspiring tale.

A Yes, Josiah Wedgwood gained undying fame with his famous china. With physical handicaps and burdened
with an adious background, Wedgwood pulled himself up out of the mire of his surroundings. and created a

beautiful community, a fame for fine china, and with it he became the Richest Man of His Time.

Wedgwood was a man of imagination, for he forecast the development of photography. Soms vears later his
prediction came to life, when De Guerre, the Frenchman actually made the basic mvention.

Q. Well, Marty, what do you have on tap for us today?

A As Thave read the reports of carly, explorers, I find no reference to the carly Indians having ponss or
horses. Later on however, there are frequent references to the horses of the Indians, This difference puzzled
me, 50 I decided to find the answer,

(}.. Isuppose that started you off on another history search?

AL Yes, that's right, and it proved most intetesting and I want to share my findings with you and our radio
audience.

(). Well, the horse is a native animal of the Americas, isn't it?

A No....The early native Indians had no horses. and there were none in America at the time of Columbus. The
Spaniards brought the first horses to America which the Indians had ever seen.

(}...50 we have the Spanish ¢xplorers to thank for our horses in North America?
AL Yes, strangely, the most complete fossil remnains of horses are found in North Ametica. The accepted
theory.is that our horses all died out toward the end of the, Mammal Age m Amenca. There were no horses in

America tor a considerable time, until the Spamish occupation when they were brought again into the country.

(...Do vou think the earliest horses were pative to North America. In other words do you think the horse
otiginated here?

AT amn afraid you are getting e into rather deep water. The anthropolegists have a hot dispute between
themselves as to where the first horse originated. Most authorities think the birthplace of the horse was in Asia.

Then how did the horse get over to America in the very earliest times?

A, There are strong evidences that the horse as well as other ammals and maybe people crossed over from Asia
to America by land-bridges, which existed ages ago.
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(.. Just where were these land bridges?

A I think I am right when I say that there appear strong possibilities that the land bridges, referred to connected
Alaska with Siberia or Japan.'

(}...Another question Marty, Why should the horses which once inhabited America have all died out?

A, Well, that too, has been a puzzle to the scientists, From the fossil remains, they think the horse died out near
the end of the Tertiary Period. By Tertiary Period is meant the Mammal Age, when mastodons and other large
mammals had their day. You know of course that the mastodon and those other freaks, big as elephants, died
QUL TOO,

As 1o the cause of the extinction of the horse at that time in Ametica, we can only puess at the cause. Food and
climatic conditions did not change sufficiently in a detrimental way for other animals, like the bison or buffalo
to die. The buffale survived, so it would appear that the horse shoeuld teo.

Pzrhaps the most likely explanation is that some insect-borne disease, like the 1setse tly disease of North
Africa, broke out and spread before the horse race had tine to acquire inmunity.

Q... How strange. Well Marty, are there truly Wild Horses now in existence?

A In the west there are roving bands of intamed mustangs. The anthropologists say the only true Wild Horses
in existence today are those found in western Mongolia. These were discovered by a Russian exploter in the
1890's. They are mors primitive than our wild horses, from an evolution standpaint. These hotses are small.
about 4 feet high, with large heads small eves, and generally characterized by a wicked expression. The few
that have been captured are bought by zoos and shown as displays of this simgular animal.

(). When you refer to evolution, do you mean that there has been some charges in the basic characteristics, of
the horse?

A Yes, the ancestor of the horse once had four toes on the front feet and three toes on the hind feet. Gradually,
in evolution, the toes were lost and we have the type of hoof we know that horses now have. ?

The present day horses are all larger, and a much gentler and more intelligent animal than the early wild horses.
This is a result of selective breeding, To-day, I think you could say that the horse 15 the most ntelligent
animal that we know,

Q.. Marty, this may sound like a peculiar question, but just what brought the horse to the fore wath the advance
of civilization?

AT an inclined to think that warfare was the greatest reason. A nomad whe fouglit on horseback was a swifter
and more successtul warrior than the fighter on Foot.

While I have not checked this, I believe Genghis Kabhn, the greatest conqueror in all history could be given
credit for the success of his horse mounted seldiers. Now we call them cavalry., They used horses skillfully,

fought bravely and set a new pattern for warfare at that time.

(.. Weren't horses used for work in the early times?
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A No, the use of the horse as a beast of burden came very late in history. Onen were for centuries the favorite

beast of burden, for farm work, Even in this country there are many people who can remember the ox team. In
southem Europe, northern Africa and the middle east, the camel and donkey were and are still familiar sights, as
beasts of burden.

(... When did the Spaniards bring horses into North America?
A, The Spamsh explorers de Navarez and De Sato brought borses imto North Amenca around 1540, Tt was

close unto two hundred yvears later, under the Spanish occupation that the Indians appear to have first had
horses,

We assome that the Southern Indians, mpressed into Spanish service, learned 10 nde and tend horses. No donbt
some Indians stole or captured horses and brought them into their villages.

(}.. When did the explerers first find the Indians using horse in this area?

A....In 1766, reports show the Dalkota Indians of this area area and Mimmesota had no horses. However 6 years
later, the Indians did have horses. That would be just before the start of Revolutionary War. By 1796, horses
were replacing the canoe for Indian travel.

). What did the Indians use as a beast of burden before they had horses?

AL Well, the squaws did most of the work. Strangely enough the Indians used the dog as a beast of burden.
Perhaps that is the reason there were so many dogs around an Indian camp.

Q..But, a dog couldn't carry very much?

A Most Indians were roviog huters. When they nioved camp. they fitted a pack saddle on top of the dog's
back and on 35 to 50 pounds of gear. Somstimes the Indians strapped their tent poles also to the dog, who
drageed them along on the grownd.

(}.... Were the Indians good horsemen?

A, The Indians in this area were not famous as horsemen, but in the southwest the Indians were skilled
horsemen. They, no doubt showed our carly cowbovs the tncks of nding. 1 think vou will find the finest carly
cowboy riders coming from area 100,

Even in the Indian davs they lassoed horses, nsing strings of rawhide, mstead of the ropes the cowbovs use
today.

Some Indians could lasso a wild hotse, and within an hour have undet tiding control, to the amazement of the
early explorers.

From Catlin's notebook around 1340 we have an interesting account of the Indian horsemen. Catlin says, "The
Comanchee Indians, like the Northern iribes, have many games, and m pleasant weather, seem 10 be
continuously practicing more or less of them on the prairies.
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I their ball-plays. and some other games, they ave far behind the Sioux, but in racing horses and riding they are
not equalled by any other Indians on the Continent. Racing horses is their principal and constant gambling
sport, and a more finished set of Jockeys cannot be found, for they have practiced since childhood.

Amongst their feats of riding, there is one that has astonished me more than anything of its kind [ have ever
geen or expect to see momy life. It 1s a stratagem of war. The rider drops lns body upon the side of the horse at
the instant he is passing. effectually screening himself from his enemics weapons.

He lavs in a horizontal position. belund the body of has horse, with hus heel bhanging over the horses back, The
rider has the power of throwing himself up again and changing to the other side of the horse if necessary.

He will hang while his horse 1s at fullest speed, carrving with bim, his bow and shield and alzo his 14 foot lance.
Moteover, he can also uge the weapons. On rising, he can shoot arrows over the horse's back, or with equal ease
and success uikler the horse's neck. This astonishing feat, completely puzzled all of vs and it appeared to be
MAGIC rather than an acquired skill.

Incidentally, Catlin was a fine horseman, and could sit in a saddle all day without ticing.

Continning, Catlin says: "[ fourkd the answer, but it is still a remarkable feat. The riders have a short hair halter
passed under the neck of the horse, with both ends tightly braided into the mane, on the withers, leaving a loop
to hang under the neck and against the breast. Catching this loop in the band, makes a sling into which the
elhow falls, taking the weight of the body on the middle of the vpper ann.

Into this loop the rider drops suddenly and fearlessly, leaving his heel to hang over the back of the horse, to
steady him, and also to restore lum when he wishes 10 regaim his upright position on the horse's back.

With this and other feats of horsemanship, I am ready, without hesitation to prenounce the Comanches the most
extraordinary horsemen that I have seen in my travels, and I doubt if any other people in the world can surpass
them.

(}.. Were the Comanches tall people. like the cowboys?

A No. Catlin tells us that the Comanches are low in stature and approaching fatness. In their movements they
are heavy and vngraceful; and on their fect. one of the most unattractive and slovenly looking races of Indians.

But, the moment they mount their horses, they seem at once to be metamormphosed. with the case and ¢legance
of their movements. A Comanche on bis teet, is out of Lis element. really awkward, but the moment he 'lays his
hand on his horse, his face even becomes handsome. and he gracefully flies away like a different being.

(.. Isn't that fascinating, Rodeos and riding horses are about all we have left today in the bhorse world.

A Yes, [ guess that iz right. Az Ireflect on the mterplay of the Indian and white man, it i interesting to note
tlyat the Spaniards gave the Indians hotses, and the Indians in return gave us the pipe and tobacco.

O Marty, you are making history live and be of value to us in your many fine chats, which we all, enjoy. Now
it seems the clock is trying to ... Your time.is up.

MNov. 20, 1954,
MIDsrud
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Local History Letters & Comments

Q...Once again, the time has artived for another of our interesting History Clats with Marty Dyvrud, curator of
the Wisconsin State Historical Society. Hello Marty and welcome to WPRE.

AL Thank you Walt. I am glad to be here. I see you are busy adding an addition to your studio.

Q... Yes, we are in the throws of adding an addition so we can better serve the commuuity. Well, Marty we look
forward to yvour visits each week. Incidentally, do you have any public comments to these history chats?

AL Yesa good many people have stopped me from titme to time to cotiment o0 the programs. [ think most
people liked Ringling Stoary the best, although I can't be sure,

The other day [ was picking up some cement blocks at Prairie Concrete Products, when Charley Kahler said

I like vour history talks on Indians over the radio. He went on tell me, that when he was a boy they occupied
what is now Jacksen place on the south end of town. This near the railroad tower, not far from the Junction of
the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers.

It seems when he was a youngster, which would be a good many years ago, a group of Indians lived near his
house, In these days, Sundays were times to hitch up the horse to the buggy and go tor aride. A good many
people from town would drive out to their place, particularly on Sunday.

A tavorte pastime of these bugey nders at that tume was to test the marksmanship of the Indian lads as they
used their bows and arrows. This was done o a very novel way. The city visitors would stick a short branch
inta the ground and spit the top end. Into this shit at the top of the stick, they would place comns tor the young
Indian boys to ry and shoot and knock out of the sticks. If the Indian boy would knock a coin out of the stick,
the coin was his.

(}...Could the young Indians do it?

A Yes, they were very good shots with the bow and arrow.

Q. My what marksmanship. Well, Marty, how far away would thev stand wlile shooting at the coms?
A Charley Kohler tells me that they would be 25 to 30 feet away from the coin.

Q. Well, 1sn't that imteresting. A dollar on a stick 30 feet away would require zood marksmanship as this is not
a large target?

A Walt, I thiok these Indian lads were better shots than yow think, I doubdt of they shat at dollar coins in those
days. That was a 1ot of money. At that time laboters were very lucky to have a job that would bring them a
dollar for a full days labor, and that amounted 1o about 11 hours.

Q.. Yes, I guess times have changed.

A Yes, [ imagine that these Indian lads shot at a lot of pennigs and were happy when they had a nicke] for their
target. Pessibly some generous soul would sometimes pul up a quarter, and that was a big event. [ didn't think

to ask Charley about what coins were put up, I will have to ask him sometime.

(}...Are there any Indians living near here now?
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A Yes, near De Soto there are several famnilies of Indians.  You may have seen during the summer a very
interesting elderly squaw in McoGregor, she 1s Mama Big Bear. She is a picturesque and fine old Indian lady
that does some nice Indian embroidery and basket work.

You young people should get to see and talk to Mama Big Bear, for she is a fine example of an older Indian type
that is fast fading trom our seene. Talk to her sometime now while she 13 living and when vou grow old, you
will remember her and be delighted to tell about her to your grandchildren.

(... What tribe or trabes do these Indians belong to?

AT don't know what tribe Mama Big Bear belongs to, but the Indians we have i Crawford County, I learned
ate all Winnebago Indians.

(. I thought vou r referred to this area as being inhabited by Fox Indians.?

AL Yes the city got its name from a Fox Indian. Before this tune and very early in our community history,
before there were records. the Sioux occupied this area. Indians from the east were pushed westward, so the
Fox pushed the Sioux west. No doubt these Winnebago Indians are later occupants, for their natural home is
around Lake Winnebago in the Oshkosh-Applaton area.

(}..I bet the grandparents of many Praine du Chien residents could tell some most interesting Indians tales.

A Yes, there must be many that should be brought to light. My wite Blanche Pacis bad great grandparents who
came here in the early 1800%. She tells abowt her great grandfather, who hived on a farm near Bridgepont, gong
out on the bluffs in the middle of the winter *“to fetch the cattle.™ He became lost in a blizzard on the bluffs and
froze to death, "Indian Joe" later came to their home carrving the frozen man he had found, The tamily had
been kind to "Indian Joe" and when he’ came upon the old gentleman sitting on the ground frozen with bis gun
leaning agamst the tree, the Indian recognized him and carried the body back to their farm home.

(}...Frontier days must have been rugged.

A Yes. you bet they were, some times tragic. It was not many years ago that Mrs, Cherrier. I believe was 103
vears old. Walt, this lady was scalped by the Indians when she was a baby and lived to a ripe old age.

Her father was killed in his cabin and she as a baby, was scalped in what was called the Gagnier massacre. This
is the Red Bird Incident. If you want to get a picture of this moving scene, you will find an excellent painting
of the incident by Cal Peters in our museum,

(}...50 you can be scalped and stll live?

A Yes, it is possible, there were quite a few people in the carly days who had a bald head from scalping.

Q. Your story last week telling of the feats of Indian horsetmanship inttigued me.

MIDyrud/me
Dec. 4, 1934
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Indian Peace Medals

Q... It 15 our pleasure, to brimg von another History Chat wath Mr. Marty Dyend, curator of the Wisconsin State
Historical Society. Hello Marty, and welcome back to WPRE.

AL Good afternoon Walt. Tam glad to join vou once again.

Q.. We are glad to see vou. Last week vou said that vou mmght talk this week on either the Mississipp River or
Peace Medals. Personally [ was mere interested in Peace Medals.

A I Judged that, so Peace Medals it will be.

(. I amm happy. Ever since [ saw the picturesque medals which the Indians wore in some of your early prints,
these medals have intrigued me.

A The Indians prized the Peace Madals highly and wore them proudly.

(... What were the earliest medals given the Indian chiefs?

A The carbiest were Spamish medals given by our first explorers to the Indians 0 the southern part of the
United States. You will remember that Iowa was once claimed by the Spamish while Wisconsm was clammed by
the French. The Spaniarcds had little contact with Iowa, so I doubt if any Spanish medals were given to the Towa
Indhans,

Q... Were French medals given to Wisconsin Indians?

A Yes, | believe that medals bearing the likeness of a King were given to early Wisconsin Indians.

(}.. When did the British take over from the French?

AL After the fall of Quebec, the French withdrew from Wisconsin and in about 1761 British occupation began.

(}...Do you have any British Peace medals?

A Yes, Here 1= a replica of the George Il Peace Medal date 1757, This medal and others hike it were given to
Indian chiefs and other Indian dignitaries.

Q.. Why do vou call it a Peace Medal?-
A I you will look on the back of this medal yvou will find the inscaption "Let vs look to the Most High, who
blessed our fathers with Peace.”™ Om the back iz also is an embossed scene of an Englishman and an Indian

gitting near a camp fire smoking the pipe of penace.

(}...This is a beautiful medal, about the size of a dollar, with the sculptured face of King George II. That date of
1757 was a long time ago. Where did you get this medal?

A, I obtained 1t from the 1.5, Mint.

O Why would our government reproduce a British Peace Medal?
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A I don't know. [was so happy to get it [ didn't ask the question. When I find out the reason, [ will probably
have another interesting story.

(). Well, Marty what did the British do when they found Indians wearing the French medals? Would they also
g1ve these chiets the British medal?

A..No, the British told the chiefs that theie King would be vexed to see them wearnng the French medals, and it
would please the King very much if they would exchange thew medal for one of the Brtish, In this way they
got the French medals out of circulation and the British medals vsed.

Q. Marty, do you have any Ametican Peace Medals?

A Fortundately yes. Here are 10 Presidential Medals nine of which ate Indian Peace Medals.

..My, my, what beauties these are. They lock like gold.

A.. . They are cast in bronze.

(}...These medals are much larger than the British medals.

A Yes these medals are about 2 1/2" in diameter. I suppose the Americans thought they would have to have a
more attractive medal than the British to attract the Indians chiefs.

Q.. What mapnificent sculpturing,

A..Each medal is a work of art.

QI hardly know where to start in examining these fine pieces. Marty, perhaps vou could start off by telling v
which is oldest?

A, The Washington Peace Medal given by our first president, whicl is dated 1789, On the froat 1s a sealptared
likeness of George Washington. Around the edge are the words “George Washington President of the United
States" together with the date 1789.

Cm the back are the word "Peace and Friendship”. There are two illustrations. The top one shows a tomahawlk
and peace pipe. The lower figures shows a hand shake between the Indian and the Amercan solder.

QI cam see now why they are called Peace Medals.

A All the peace medals have the same illustration on the back. I am proud to have this fine piece of our
founding father.

(}... Then this 15 the first American Peace Medal?
A.This is the first official Paace Medal given to the Indians. There were a few medals given prior to this time

informally by eastern groups i an unofficial way. These early medals were hand engraved. generally oval.in
silver, and rather crude.
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After gaining independence, our government found it advantageous to follow the Brtish custom and give
medals ta the Indian chiefs when they cooperated in a friendly way.

The first official die cast medals were prepared in England. They are like this one. It took so long to get
dies and have the medals cast that none were distributed during Washington's presidency.

John Adams was president betore the Washmgton Peace medals were distributed.

Q). Was there a John Adams Peace Medal?

A, Yes, here is a John Adams medal. It is dated 1797, cight vears after the Washington medal.

(.. Which coines next?

A Thomas Jefferson. The Jefferson Medal bears the datel 801, Lewis and Clark took a goodly supply of these
medals on their expedition to the Pacific Coast.

Q... Were there any Jefferson medals distributed in this area®?

A No doubt, Lieutenant Zelulon Pike distributed the Jefferson Peace Medals to Indians here in Prairie du
Chien in 1303 and 1806, when Pike held councils with the Indian chiefs here at that time.

Pike's peak on the Lowa shore was named in honor of this famous American military man.
0...What reason do you have for thinking that Pike distributed Jefferson medals?

A...Pike m his diary refers to Praicie du Chign, and says "a council was held with the Sioux and Winnebagos,
the latter of whoni delivered up their British medals and flags.”

It was customary to retrieve the British medals and give American peace medals in retum.

(}...Did the Madiscen medal come next 7

A..Yes, the James Madison Peace Medal comes next. Qur Wisconsin capital ity is named in bonor of
President Madison. Judge Doty. who founded Madison wished to honer President Madison who had died
shortly before.

() What comes next?

A, The James Monroe medal. Here it is dated 1817,

(..I see it has the familiar back of "Peace and Friendship™.

A Walt, T would like to pomt out ong interesting illusteation on the back: of this and the other peace medals.
Notice the Tomahawk, it is a combination tomahawk and peace pipe all in one. The handle serves as the stemn

of the pipe. On the end of the handle pipe stem is the tomahawk blade facing down. Above the blade and
above the stem is a pipe bowl.
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This particular tomahawlk design is unigque for it's combination peace pipe. Tlus unil gave rise to the expression
"bury the hatchet". After a war or strife, the [ndians chief would sink the tomabawk blade into the ground and
all that remained to be seen was the peace pipe, which was smoked in friendship atter the hatchet was buried.
{}.. How interesting.

A...Then comes the John Cuincy Adams' medal dated 1824,

(.. Isn't that the date of the famous treaty in Praicie du Chien?

A Yes, that is the correct date. Tdoubt if the John Quiney Adams' Peace Medal was given chiefs at that time
for it usually took several years to prepare a new medal. The Monroe medals were probably the only ones
available,

(). Which medal came next?

A The Andrew Jackson medal in 1529, He was nicknamed *OM Ironsides" our famous general president. His
medals were probably given at the 1829 treaty meetings at Prairie du Chien.

(}...Did each president have an Indian Peace Medal?

A...Yes, while we were making treaties in the carly davs with Indians. These are also referred to at times as
Presidential medals, especially after there was oo further need for Peace Medals.

()....Isee that here are the Tvler and Van Buren Medals.
A And here is one of the Zachary Taylor Peace Medal.
C)..Didn't Taylor command a fort here in Prairie du Chien?

AL Yes, Taylor commanded Fort Crawford. He later gained tremendous fame in the Mexican War and became
President the United States.

(}..How long did the Indian Treaty meetings continue in Prairiz du Chien?

A.... Roughly from 1805 to 1829, only minor meetings were held in Praine du Claen, by then most land m
Wisconsin was am ceded 10 the white men.

Q.. Where did vou get thiz handsome collection?
A.. From the ULS, Mint.

Q. But Marty, as I recall from vour pictures the Indians had these medals hung around their necks by ribbons,
and I see no provision for that?

AL Sometimes a watch stem was attached to the top of the meadal.
In other cases a hole was drilled through the top edge of the medal 1o take a ribbon threaded through the
opening.
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(}...0h, I see. Then too, Marty. I have noticed some prints showing Indians wearing smaller medals.

A... These are the large Indian Peace Medals given to the Chiets. Two smaller sizes were also made trom time
to time. These smaller medals were given to lass important Indians. The chiefs and more influential Indians
received the largest medals, while the lesser dignitaries received the smaller sizes.

(}..For how long were Peace Medals given by our government?
A... For 100 vears, between 1789 and 1889,
(... Who gave these medals?

A... The President of the United States, or other authorized officials, including the War Dept.

Schoolcraft an early American explorer and Indian as tells of a medal he inguired abour on an Indian at Rice
Lake. He found this medal was inherited. It bad original been given to Chief Day at Prairie du Chien by
Colonel Nicolas Boilvin.

(}...I imagine the Indians prized these medals very highly?

A Yes, frequently the chiefs specified that when they died, their medal should be part of his omamentation as
he was buried.

So atiractive were these medals to the Indians that Ramsy Crooks got the War Dept. to approve his having a
miadal made. The Astor medals were also given to a great many Indian chisfs.

Q.. Were medals the ong and only valued gift given 10 the chief.

A The gifts varied. The medal was the most important. [n additon, I find that our government officials gave:
Silver arm bands
Silver hat bands
Jewelry for nose and ear decoration
Flags of the United States
and military uniform, among other smaller gifts.

(.. Well, this is all so interesting. but I sez our clock tells us that our fime has run out and we must wait another
day for more Indian lore.

December 9.1954
MIDseud ‘'me
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Indian Peace Medals

Q.. Your talk last week contained 5o many interesting facts, Marty, that [ wish vou would take a few minutes
now to summarize it for us.

AL Sure, Walt. The Amencans dealing with the Indians, followed the custom of the Spamsh, French, and
British in giving Peace Medals to the Indian chiefs, who were friendly and would cooperate. The Indians
valued these medals highly. and would wear them with evident pride. While Spanish Peace Medals were not
given in Wisconsin, the Indian chiefs here did receive the French, British and American Peace Medals. The
Betish during their occupation tned, and very successtlly, to replace the French medals by exchanging them
for British medals. Then the Ameticans ried the some switch and replaced the British medals.

Last week [ showed you and described the British Peace Medals, particularly the George II medal.

I have with me again today ning of the American Pzace Medals. These cover all of the Peace Medals given the
Indians here in Prairie du Chien at Treaty and council mestings.

Beginning with George Washington, Peace Medals were struck by our government for each President over the
period of a hundred years. Typical of the Peace Medal is the president's sculptured head on the front and on the
back the imscription "Peace and Friendship”. There are also two illustrations on the back, One shows a crossed
tomahawk and peace pipe. Lower down 15 a had shake between the Indian the American soldier.

Q.. Well Marty, I was so thalled Last week with vour story as to the origm of the expression "Bury the Hatehet"
thwat I think you sheuld repeat the story for us.

A Oh yes, [ will be glad to. [ mentioned that one of the illustrations on the back of the peace medal was a
crossed tomahawk and peace pipe. This tomahawk has a very novel design, for it is a combination tomahawk
and peace pipe in a single unit. The handle of the tomabiawlk. also serves as the stem of the pipe. At the end of
the handle-pipe stem is tomahawk blade facing down and above is the pipe bowl.

With the end of a war of hostilities, the Indian chief would sink this tomabawk into the ground and the only
portion that showed was the peace pipe portion of the unit. This particular tomahawlk design and the ceremony
gave rise to the expression "bury the hatchet”; atter which the Indian and white man sat down and smoked the
pipe of peace; or French called it, the Calumet.

Q.. Thank you Marty, I always wonderad where the expression came from. Now T kinow the mteresting story.
Is there any link between the custom and Prarie do Chien?

A, Yes, the customn was practiced here, but [ think the expression is not linked specifically with any definite
place.

(). Lets see, we saw last week your George II British Peace medal and then the American Peace Medals of
George Washington, Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe and Quincey Adams.

A Yes, that's right. Next came the Andrew Jackson Peace Medal in 1322, Remember him, "Old Hickory™ our
famous general president? There was a good sizaed treaty mesting in Prairiz du Chien in 1829, but [ doubt if the
Jacksom medal was ready. The Indians were probably given the John Quincy Adams Peace Medals.

(}...These Tyler and Van Buren Medals. are such fine sculptoring, they really are beauties.
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AL President Tyler had 14 children. President Van Buren was the first President who was not born a British
Subject.

Next came a meadal that will interest you... The Zachary Taylor Peace Medal.
O Didi't Zachary Tayler command a fort hers in Praire du Cluen?

A He sure did. He commanded Fort Ceawford for a good many vears. It was during his stay here that his
daughter Nancy fell in love with Jeft Davis, much to the disgust of the conmiandant Tavlor, As a matter of fact

Jeft Davis almost lost his self control and challenged Tavlor to a duel, because
tavlor forbade his daughter ever to ez Lieutenant Jeftf Davis again.

. . That must be an interesting story.
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Recollection on the Buffalo Bill Incident

Q...Once agamn the time bas arcived for another of our mnteresting History Chats with Mr. Marty Dyrud, curator
of the Wisconsin State Hostorical Society and avid local historien, Well, Marty, your Buffalo Bill tale certainly
ran the bell for exatement.

A... There are many people who remember the incident 50 well that cach one tells me some nteresting phase.
Q... Yes, I'll bet it recalls many fond memories.

A For insiance the other clay, Leo Chabala stopped me on the street and said Marty, Your story on Buffale Bill
was sure swell, I really liked that. B He went on to say that his father had a shoe store at that time, where Ridge

Motors now stands and when the excitenient became too tense, they locked the store door 1o keep out the roving
CIrcus men.

(). Marty, it locks to me that we are going to have another interesting session on Buffale Bill, so I would
suggest that vou give us first a summary of this colorfol aftair and then. we can qo on from thers.

AL Sore, will Walt,

Throughout the past 60 years, I believe that the Butfalo Bill meident stands out stronger in peoples memones,
than any other local happening. Perhaps that 15 becavse the incident was packed with lots of Wild West action
and spiced with some humor. It is the story of Buttalo Bill and his Wild West circus showing in Prame du
Chien.

Our city it those days was smaller; a rough river town, with plenty of excitement in the 20 saloons that lined
Bluft Street, now Blackhawk Ave. Prairie du Chien residents were anticipating with aroused curiosity the
coming of Buffalo Bills Wild West and congress of Rough Riders.

Colonel William F. Cody, the famous Buffale Bill himself, was in commend of a brilliant assemblage of the
mounted soldiers of the world, and Rough Riders of the east and west. The whole constituting a genuine and
glittering spectacle of the world's warriors from the primitive savage to the tinest mounted soldiers of that day,
displaying thew remarkable feats of horsemanship.

Tents were set up belnnd, what is now the Badger Wholesale Grocery, east of the Burlington tracks, for an
afternoon and evenmg performance.

That Monday mornng of August 20-1900, a colorful Parade, headed by Butfalo Bill marched through the city
streets. You could see the famous Deadwood Stage of frontier fame, the 125 Indian niders. replete with lances
and feathered costumes, Followmg were Insh Fusiliers, German Cavalrymen, Russian Cossacks, Arab wamors
from the desert. Mexican Ruraliers, So. American Gauchos, all parading in colorful array before the dazzled
spectators.

The renowned Johnnie Baker and the immortal Annie Oakley were there. At the show, they would perform
their magical feats of marksmanship in a western setting of cowboys and Indians.

Thrilling to the voung and old alike, were the Rough Riders, back from their memerable charge on San Joan
Hill. There under the command of Teddy Roosevelt, they had gained vodving tame.
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Allin all, it was to be a thrilling show that everyone wanted to see.
(}... Even today the show sounds thrilling, the famous riders the colorful Indians and the trick shooting of Annie
Crakley and Johnnie Baker.

A, .That's right, maybe it is one reason why the show will live in the pages of history.

Well. about 5 PM following the afternoon performance. several canvas-men crossed over to Stabin's Saloon, It
stood where Dagnon"s Garage 13 now located across from Ed. Benish's store.

An argument developed, over paving for some drinks. One story I heard says, that Stabin went into the back
room behind his bar, and came out flashing a Smith & Wesson pistol. The showmen wrestled the gun away
from Stabin and roughed him vp. Stabin's Yelling attracted the attention of a Special Policenian Vavea, who was
passing liv.

Cigar maker Vavra, deputized for the day, came to Stabin's rescue, So violent was Vavra in gjecting the trouble
making shewmen, thal they had it in for Vavra.

A canvas-man was badly hurt in the scuffle. He went back to the show, gathered some of his gang and returned
to renew the fight.

The showmen spied Vavra and chased him down Bluff Street, now Blackhawk Ave. Some of the showmen
caught up with Vevra, before he had run a block west. In defense, Vavra shot one of the-showmen in the ankle,
and continued his flight up town.

The crowd of showmen caught up with Vavra again, near the entrance of Artesian Alley, between what is now
Probaska's Hardware and the Telephone Company, They ramed a shower of stones at Vavra, L

Policeman Vavra, again turmed and shot another showman in the hp. Tlas slowed the charging showmen, but it
fanned the flames of their batred 10 and even higher pitch.  Vavea wasted no time, he ducked into Vadiska &
Quilligan's Saloon, escaped out the back door, near where the post office is now located.

Trouble filled the air. City Marshal Lidner ordered all saloons closed. Marshal Lidner and his aid tried to quiet
the enraged showmen, but all efforts tailed. Negro soldiers. cowboys and cossacks from the show joined the
tense mob. Fezlings ran high and might burst into violence any minute.

The mob was led by a Horevlean negre in 1.8, Soldier's pants, aleng with a g German artillery man.

Q...I suppose they were after Vavea, who had shot two of their buddies?

A That's right. The Wild West mob were atter Vavra and they were uncontrollable. They thought Vavra had
taken refoge n Mz, O'Dev's saloon, then located where Geisler's Tavern now stands. Forcing an entrance, they

wiecked the interioe, but failed 10 find Vavea, who had oot been there.

Iin desperation, the gang hunted down the Marshal and Officer Lindner. The mob twrned on Lidner., stoning
Lidner, his aid and alzo bystanders. The mob threatened to wipe out the town

This so aroused the citizens that they sought hastily to secure anns and prepared to defend their lives and
propearty against the wild, rampaging showmen.
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Sheriff Hunter came to the aid of Marshal Lidoner and Officer Metrell, but they were o matclh for this large
Crown of mad showmen secking revenge.

Marshal Lidner was shot in the hand. the gang fractured his arm. broke his leg and by way of good measure
they gave him a terrific beating.  Marshal Lidner was hanled home in a wagon by friends. Fred Schrader tells
me be visited Lidoer six weeks after thas atfair and Marshal Lidoer was still in bed,

Q.. With such mob hysteria what could be done?

A... District Attorney Q. B. Thomas, wired Governor Scoficld in Madison, that mob violence prevailed in
Prairie du Chien, that the County and city authorities were unable to cope with the situation and requested
troops to restore order.

Fred Schrader tells me that the governor's telegram canse . at 6:20 PM. and he carrried the message over the
footbridge on W. Washington Street to Colonel Cody's tent, which was located near what is now the Burlington

train depot.

An orderly was guarding Cody's tent. sitting under a big wnbrzlla, for it was a beastly hot day. The orderly said
Schrader would have to wait for an hour until the Colonel awakened, for he wee taking a customary two hour
nap, after the performance and was not to be disturbed.

After considerable persuasion. the orderly awakensd Colone]l Cody. Scon Buffalo Bill appearsd in high BVDs
and fringed buckskin trousers, He was a bandsome Man with a Van Dyke mustache and long white bar,
flowing down over his shoulders.

He opened the telegram, read the message, called the orderly, and directed him to bring his horse at onge.

The governor's message commanded Colonel Cody to withdraw his men from the streets of Praitie du

Chien, ot state troops would be dispatched immediately to the scene. Buffalo Bill, mounted his horse, spurred

the animal to a gallop and that was Schrader' s fading view of the famous frontier scout Buffalo Bill.

We know that he rede down Bluff Street, { Blackhawlk Avenue), as far as Main street, blowing his whistle. His.
men immediately gathered behind him and marched back to the show.

(}... And what happened to Vavra?

A, Well, Vevra eluded the mob by hiding, where the bravest man would hesitate to go. The mob never did find
him because he crawled throwgh one of the holes m the outhovse, behind Mrs, O'Day's Saloon and staved under
the seat, scared for his life, until the whole town bad quieted down agamn.

Vavra lett town inmumediately and never returned.

I have heen very curious as to why Vavra made the showmen 5o mad, in Stabin's Saloon, for this really started
the whole affair.

(}..Did you find cut?

A Yes: Leo Chabela gave me the answer, or what I think may be part of the answer. It seems that when Vavra
was deputized as a special Policeman, there was no extra billy-club for him. So, Vavra got an axe-handlz and



282

used it as a hilly ¢lub. He thouglit this was even better than a billy club, for he could swing an axe handle with
both hands. Now [ can see why he badly hurt one of the showmen while gjecting them trom Stabin's saleon.

(.. My, my that would be a wicked billy club.

A.. Leo says he paraded at first along the railroad tracks, near Dagnon's garage carrying the axe bandle so the
show people probably all saw Vavra with it.

Another interesting angle Leo Chabela and Fred Otte mientioned was that the Indians jomed in the mob too,
They say the Indians wore wrap-around blankets. The Metro theater was being built at that time, or remodeled.
Next to the Metro was a large pile of bricks. The Indians would come along and pick up these bricks, which
they would tuck under theit blankets. Now I know where the flying bricks came from.

Leo tells me alzo that there was a bath house where the San Hotel now stands. He wondered if someone had a
picture of it. Today that would be very interesting to see thiz early spa.

(). Yes, wouldn't it.

A Mrs. Fred Otto found this tale of Buffalo Bill interesting, She tells me she lived over Kozelka's store at that
time. I believe at that time the Poehler's had a grocery store, where Kozelka's store is now. She watched from a
baleony porch and saw the running fight between Vavra and the showmen,

QI wonder what stores are in business now, that were also open then.

A I was thinking about that also. Twao is about all that I can think of. Wachuta's Store was being run then by
their father, I beheve, Then thers would be Comelivg' Jewelry, That is all that I can think of.

Q. Well, 55 vears is a long tinye and there have been many changes.
A..One mors intetesting comment | ran across. Fred Schrader said that when he visited Marshal Lidner in bed.
six weelks afier the affair, Lidner said if he saw the two neproes again he would shoot ficst, and et the law, take

its course afternwards.

Interestingly enough. at that time, Bluff Street was not paved, just a dirt street with wood sidewalks on either
side.

There were two artesian fountains, one by what is now Kazelka's Shoe Store, the other by Wachuta's Store.
If I remember right, vou could water the horses at hoth places. The water flowed down the gutters toward the

rver.

Note: Dell Richman's Saloon was on artesaan Alley where the Telephone Co 1s now,

Jaonnary 15, 1955
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Tales of Hidden Gold

Q...Once agamn the time bas arcived for another of our mnteresting History Chats with Mr. Marty Dyrud, curator
of the Wisconsin State Historical Society. Marty, [ am glad to see that vou got back from Madison in time to
make vour weekly broadcast

AL Well, T was not sure, when I left Friday that Tcould make it. This weekend they had the Founder's Day
meeting of the State Historical Society in Madison.

. Just what went o 10 Madison that 15 of interest to us?
A For thase of us in Prairie du Chien, you will be interested in learning that the Ville Louis is the leading
Historic Site operated by the Society. The attendance here outstripped Wade House and Stonefield. 1954 was a

good year and 1955 has very promising outlook.

(}..Your legends on Bogus Bluff and the Lost Cave had a definite lure and parts of your story gave me an cerie
feeling.

A My son James and his friend Bud Palmer are all excited and want to hunt for the treasure on Bogus Bluff.
They have already propestioned e to go with then nest spring and hont or the treasure,

(.. Is that nght? Heanng vour legend, certainly gives a person the fever to start out on a search. Say, Marty are
there other legends abowt Buried Treasures in this area?

A..Yes, there is an interesthing legend about a buned treasure of gold over in Iowa, not far trom MeGregor,
.Is that right? Just where?

.Have you ever noticed as you go west of McGregor a sign that reads "Gold Mine Farm™?

..Is that the farm on highway 187

Yes, that's the one.

Iz there a story connected with the name?

&
!
Q.
Q. Well, just what did You find?

A

A,

A Yes, the mame aroused my cunosity and I bave dug out somé information on it.

A Thete is a legend of $60,000 in gold coin buried on this farn. The farm is owned by a family named
Meyers.

(}.. What do they think about the treaswre?

A Mr. Meyers doubts if there is a hidden treasure on his farm, but that does not stop the fortune hunters from
their searches.

(}...50 there have actually been searches made for the gold?



285

A Yes, the two sons, Stanley and Morris Meyers have searches several times during the past few years for the
treasure without results. (hers, also have made searches withoul success.

O Well Marty, tell us why they think that there might be a buried treasure on this farm?

AL Way back inthe 1843, a government agent accompanied by soldier guards made atrip from Fort Crawford
it Prairie du Chien to Fort Atkimson i Iowa carmving a payroll of $60,000 in gold. As evening approached they
nmsade camp on what 15 now the Meyer's farm. That was 112 vears ago.

As the puards were setting up their teots and the campiire was lighted the goverument agent pondered, how best
to guard the large payeoll. About the time the patty was ready to roll into bed for the wight, the agent decided
that would be best to hide the gold, rather than to have it in camp.

The government agent lef the camp and hid the treasure, just where, no one knows. Some believe he placed the
eold ina cave about 3040 yvards from the camp. Om retuming to camp, the goverument agent suffered a heant
attack and died. His death was so swift, that he was unable to tell anyone where he had hidden the gold. The
guards who accompanizd him made an extensive szarch in the morning, but were vnable locate the payroll in
gold.

Dejected, they continuved their trip to, Port Atkinson and reported the loss, After elaborate questioning and
further searches by parties sent out by the commandant, the incident became wrapped in mystery. The $60,000
in gold was lost and could not be found.

The tale of the lost gold was soon widespread and quest for the treasure started, almost at once. These searches
have lasted ever since, now for more than a centory.

(). Is-this tale correct?

A Mr. Meyer says his father. the late William A. Meyer, out of curiosity, checked the story, after he had
acquired the farm m 1887, He learned that the loss of the payroll had been reported by the goverment.

Mr. Mever believed, that if the gold was placed in cave, some fortune hunter must have found it years ago

). What about this cave?

A, Where the cave used to be, there is now a deep sink hole and a small creek winds its way to the spot and
vanishes, Searchers forty vears ago explored the sink hole and found that at a depth of about 60 feet, it ranon a

level tor 100 teet or more.

This sink hole has been the objective of most of most the recent treasure hunters, A bottomless bucket, once
Was unearthed.

()50 Mr. Meyers has let people make their searches?

AL Yes, Mr. Mevyer tells with great amusement, about a spicitualist, who came every six months, for ten years,
he didn't find the treasure. but the spiritualist never lost faith in his seances.

(}..Do you think that the bottomless pail might have held the money?
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A I don't know, Iwould be inclined to think that the gold would ordinarily have been transported in a small
locked chest. Within the chest would usually be the gold coins in bags.

). .Could one person carry such a chest, filled with money?

A...Yes. [ think it is possible for one person to carry a small chest filled with $60.000 in gold.

Q.. Now a davs there are mstruments for detecting metals, could these be used.

A There may be instruments tor detecting gold, but if there are I don't know about them. I do know, that there
ate inagnetic needle mstruments for detecting magnetic metals like ivon and stezl, but this mstrunient doesn't
work with gold.

(}..Bomeone should invent such an instrument.

A There would certainly be a good market for it, yes. 1 think you could make your fortune with such an
Lvention.

(). What do they vse to detect uranivm?

A A Geiger Covnter is generally vsed. This instrunent measures the radiation of the zlectrons escaping from
the uranivem. Uranium has a tendency to degenerate by giving off particles of energy. Gradvally it 15 changed
into another substance. Tlns usually takes mallions of years.

I understand that a person with a Geiger counter has to be very close to an ore body of uranium to detect 1ts
ptesence. For instance, you cantot ordinarily walk along the ground and accurately check for an ore body of
uramum that 15 located deers underground.

(}..I hear that people in the southwest are going wild on uranium speculations now.

A Yes, the gold fever has changed into uranium fever.

(})...Are there any of these mineral deposits around here?

A...Not that 1 know of, not at least in sufficient concentrations to be economic, Your know that we once had a
gold ming near Prairie du Chien.

(.. No that's new to me. You mean a Gold Mmme? Where was that?
A Yes, there was once a gold mine operating in the Mill Conlee, just a few miles north of Prairie du Chien.
3. XWWho owned that?

A Mrs. Louis Dousman of Villa Louis fame, was the owner and director of the mine. During the summer she
would derve up and watch the mining,

(). Marty, are vou kidding me7
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A Nothat 15 correct. Mrs. Dousman actually had a Gold Mine in the Mille Coulee. They tell me that there is
still a shaft opening into the blutfthere.

(}...How did she ever get into gold mining here?

A One story I heard was that there was a Geologist staying here at the Commercial Hotel in Pramre du Chien.
They tell me that the Conunercial Hotel has since been renamed the Fort Crawford.

Each day, people down town could see this prospector in his broad brimmed hat. jacket coat, riding trovsers and
high boots, walk up the street with his stone hamimer. headed tor the blufts where he was exploring for nimerals.

Apparently he discovered some gold n the Mill Coolee bloff and thought it was a valuable discovery and would
vield a handsome profit, if nined. It may be, that ag long Mrs. Dousman had lots of money, he sought her out to
finance the mining operation..

During the summer weather Mrs. Dousman would have the servants fix a nice picnic lunch and often drive up to
Mill Ceulee 1 talk with the mine foremen and watch the mining and enjoy her picnic lunch.

Apparently the mining operation proved to be a fizzle. One story Theard is that the geologist planted some
fine nuggets and ore, so when these were assayed the report was very faverable, while there was actually no

gold in the bluff.
(). That would be a swindle?

A Yes, it would, but it has been pulled many times. People who had mmoney were otten played for suckers by
unscrupulous promoters. In this case the geologist could get considerable money for his discovery and services
before the hoax was discoverad,

(}...50 this was 2 swindle?

A I don't know, that is one story [ heard. Another story is that several gold nuggets were discovered and on
this basis the mining operation was started. Ag they continued to mine there proved to be no large vem of gold
and the ore they found was unprofitable to process.

Often gold does not appear in large quantities, but in small amounts, so it costs more to mine and process the
than it is worth.

There have been large gold finds. I think it was in 1880 that Mackey an Irish immigrant. discovered a fabulous
cold mine which he called the Bonanza Mine. In one vear he took out $100.000,000 of gold.

Frank Svacina tells me that Sutter the famous discoverer of zold deposits that stanted the California zold rush
came to Prarie du Cluen and bought and fitted a boat for explorations on the Mississippi oot of here. The boat
ran aground and sank and Sutter lost all of his money in the venture. This is the first time [ have ever heard
tlas story.

Therz are a large number of people around Prairvie Chien that can however tell you about the Dousman gold
mine,

(}... That certainly is very interesting Marty., Was there ever any successful mining in this arza?
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AL I find in the government census figures from 1820 to 1840 that there was lead minmg and smelting in
Crawford County. It apparently didn't last very long, Farther south in Grant and Dodge counties lead mining

was once the largest in the nation. Those days are gone however.

19335
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Indians spearing Muskrats in Winter

..Once again the time has arrived for another of our interesting History Chats with Mr, Marty Dyrud, curator
of the Wisconsin State Historical Society and avid local historian. Welcome to WPRE, Marty.

AL Thank you Walt, it is always a pleasure to join vou n these history talks.

Q.. Marty, just what do you have tor us today?

A Wiell, with Bishery o full swing, it seemed like a good time to talk about the Indians hunting and tishing.
()...You are right down my alley, for 1 lave hunting and fishing, particularly hunting.

A_The Indians were excellent hunters, for they nesded meat or fish each day to cat. By tradition, the Indian
brave was the hunter and supplied the meat. while his wife raised the vegetables and kept house. Not much

different than today, the man is still the bread winner.

AL Yes, [ guess vou are right, but we see many women today, who are very capable providers. With women's
suffrage we are seeing a graduval changs.

Q... Was hunting and fishing much different m the Pioneer days?

A, Yes, before guns were introduced, the Indians hunted and fished in a very prinntive manoer. Tl spear. the
bow and armow were their chief weapons.

Q..I had never given mch thought to the hunting and fishing when thete wete no guns ot fishing tackle. What
about the spears of the Indians, how could they make them with no metal.

A The Indians just sharpened a long stick when they wanted to spear fish or game. Of course, later the metal
spear heads produced a much more efficient weapon,

). What would the Indians spear this time of the year?
A.. Fish, where the water was open. Most important, this time of year, was spearing muskrat.
Q. I thought the Indians trapped muskrat?

A, That is right, after the Indians had metal traps. These traps were used most often in the spring. Tlns time of
vear their favorite sport and food was the muskrat which they speared.

Q.. Mary, tell us about this kind of bunting, which we don't see today.

A I have a very interesting account. written by Mrs. Mary Eastman, the wife of an army officer stationed here
at Fort Crawford. Her husband. Seth Eastman was a frontier artist, a very capable painter whose pictures are
valuable to-day.

Seth Eastinan painted Indian scenes and his wife filled in with a word picture of the background and event.

(}...How nice to have such an authentic account from a pionger women,
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A Here is Mrs. Eastman's account written in the early 150o's from her Aboriginal Portfolio:

"It is a grand amusement, demolishing the houses of the muskrats in winter. The Indians, in their warm winter
clothes, are keen for the spot, and destroy a settlement these industrious little animals for the enjoyment of
bracing exercise. as well as for the money they hope to recenve as ther reward. The lake is dotted with the
houses along its grassy sides, where the evergreen-covered with snow-bends toward it.

I the distance, the hunter bolds vp-to the sight of comirade, the rat he has just speared; while the successful one
in the toreground can hardly take time 10 1ook, o busy is he in filling his sack, which lving on the ice, is almost
half filled with game. When the day is gone and gloomy shadows begin to fall over the lake, they will have
mitch te carty home to their wigwam.

I the lakes and streams that flow into the Upper Mississippi, the musk-tat abounds. The skins are used for
making hats; numbers of them are sent to Europe, and many of them are used in the United States. The demand
for them has greatly decreased since other materials have been found for hats and such purposes. The Indian
hunter now gets a small price for a dozen skins, when some years ago. the same number would have paid quite
a bill at the hunter's store where he dealt. or have obtained, in exchange. blankets, powder, clothing, or whatever
he might most nead at the time.

The musk-rat is a playtuol, zagaciovs animal, and constructs his house differently in diftferent situations and
according to the season of the year. It is worth whils visiting one of their settlements on a moonlight night.
Liks our fashionables, they live only at might; that is 1t 15 only then that theie brilhant gqualities are to be
displaved.

They are seen indistinctly m the day, and appear to pass the time heavily, but at maght all their faculties are wide
awake.

The pond or stream., the scene of these revels, 15 sont of ballroom, more splendidly illuminated by the moon
beams than ever a gas chandelier lit up our rooms. Om the little tufts of grass on the edges of the lake, some of
the mote sedate and thoughtful of the fraternity stand and ook oo with a patronizing air, while the others frolic
i the gay moonlight.

They cross and re-cross, they plunge in and out, they swim, they dive and, when fatigued, extend their little dark
bodies over the water to rest. They represent a pleasant social picture of society. Observe them closer. Thers is
one at a little distanee swimming calmly along; he dives suddenly out of sight. and the bubbling water closes
over him, and becomes tranquil. There he is again. quite close to us, joining his companions in their wild
freaks, slapping water with his tail, in a state of exultation.”

(}...She certainly writes with an casy stvle and in a most interesting manner.

A Yes, [ enjoy her accounts. She continues: “This wuskrat 1s quite a coutrast contrast those sobet, industrious
ones on the bank, who are dragging about the roots of small plants growing near, to repair their houses, or it
niay be, to build new ones. From under the old tree stwnps near which they are working, are starting out a
couple mote merry fellows, who have been engaged in some speculation. and have just found time to come to
the gay party. They are already splashing and dashing in the middle of the pond, enjoying the opportumty of
throwing off the cares of business or of state.
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But, though we cannot guaraniee the business ot the cares, we can the gayities of these happy little animals; for
look you, sir, if ever you saw fairies themselves enjoy their revels more under the silvery moonbeams, than do
these humblg, but wondertful little creatures!

If, however, you have come not to observe but to kill, be wary! One flash of vour gun will scatter the party, and
in the depths of the little lake, on whose surface they are disporting, will they crouch and lie, vntil you are tired
of waiting for them.”

Q... That sounds like a word picture of those fascinating Wal Disney “Natore Pictures™ where, innoticed we
watch the animals work and play.

A Yes doesn't it. Mrs, Eastman goes on:

“If tound near the banks of rivers, the hovses of the musk-rats are built where the current is not very strong.
They always take carg, too, in selecting their homes to be out of the way of the freshlets.

We know not if they have prophels or spiritual rappers in their society, but many things look strange n thear
political and domestic economy. In the seasons that the freshlets are most powerful. the musk-rat has to know
all about it before-hand. and has built his home upon such a foundation, that when the rain descends. and the
floods come, and the winds blow upon it, i will not fall. May we not learn from ham?

Yet are there impertections in their state of of society as i1 ours. They sometimes fall out wath each cther,
though this 15 when hunger has closed the door of bengvolence in their hearts. and in seasons of famine they go
so far as to eat cach other. At other times they get along very well--they build houses, take care of their young,
and enjoy the passmg hour

The musk-rat builds his howse of two stories, He lives generally in the-upper one, but when disturbed or
alamed quickly takes refuge in the lower. He makes comfortable beds of grass in his house, on which to repose
when he has worked or played too hard. My reader knows that from this animal musk is obtained, but no doubt,
there are many things about this and all of God's work that would make us wiser and better did we koow them
all.

One of the floors of the musl-rat's house is under, and the other above water. The Indian knowing his habits
seeks thus to take him. He has a long iron spear, and going sof'tly up to the south side of the house, and judging
from the shape and size of i1, the position of the upper chamber, thrusts his spear in.

They are a clannish, gossiping set, these muskrats, and the hunter 15 sure to find enough there to render it casy
for him to kill ong or two of them.

The rest escape to the water, and the Indian Pulls away the roots of which the house is built, and takes off the
dead rats. He then fills up the hole, and goes to the next house attacking it after the same fashion, and 5o on
until he bas one or more victims in every house in the lake.

By this time, those that he first attacked have recoverad from their panic, and ceturmed. They are probably
discussing the disappearance of their friend, and the damage done their domicile. Again the spear is throst in,
and again the party iz routed, and thus in the next house. 1n this manner great nwmnbers are killed. especally in
the winter.

In summer, the Indians vse a trap. setting it can the borders of the lake; when the musk-rats-come to feed. they
step on the springs, and are taken. A geod hunter will, in this way, catch a bundred rats a day.
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When the Indian takes them home, his wifz skins them prepares the slans for drying. She cooks the musk--rat
for her husband's supper. He considers them very palatable when he has no other food.

Yet the spearing musk-rats in winter gives far more satisfaction to the Indian hunter, than the supper he
afterwards makes. He greatly prefers mallard duck, the wald turkes, or the dainty venison,”
(.. Isn't that interesting. By knowing the animal's habits, they are able to make a big haul of muskrats

A, That recalls a story that [ have heard many times in Prarrie du Chien. I seems that someone asked an old
river hunter and trapper whether muskrat was good eating. The old Frenchman said, well tirst yvou skin him.
then you remove the shnk gland frony lam, then you eat bun, Taste good? Geeps, cripe, I just soon have duck?

(}...Dnd the Indians spear fish also?

A...Oh sure, in the winter spearing and shooting fish was another way of providing food. When there was a

rood snow fall as have now, the Indians woeuld much have preferred deer. With a snowfall, tracking was good
and the Indians would be on their trail.

.I would prefer venison.

A, Me too. Forthe Indians a deer provided leather as well meat, so they preferred a deer for the family food.
The heart and tongue were generally taken out first and carried home. Sometimes the brave would mark the
spot and send the women back to lug the deer home.

Q..It sounds as 1f they put their squaws to work.
A... Yes, the brave was the hunter, and the menial jobs went to the wonien.

February 5, 1955
MID
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Seth Eastrrcar



296

Historic Markers, Treasures, Etc,
(}...Once again, the time has arrived for another of our interesting History Chaits with Mr. Marty Dryvrud, curator
of the Wisconsin State Historical Society prominent local historian, Welcome back to WPRE Manty.

A Hello Walt, thanks for the generous mtroduction. and glad to be here.

... How about it, did you spear some muskrats since you last told vs the interesting story of the Indians
spearing muskrats, this time of the vear, i earlv days?

A...No 1t has been much too cold and I would rather leave that to the Indians anvway. As the trapper said
"Gegps Cripe, just as soon have duck.”

O Well, I don't imagine that you had time to hunt for buried treasures either?

A..No, but I had a most interesting talk with Charley Fuka about the Gold cache.

(). You mean the $60,000 in gold that was hidden over in Iowa?

A Yes, Charley Fuka has some information on this affair.

Q...Guess I don't know this gentlenman,

A, Well, Charley Fuka 1z a Coonty Supervisor of long standing from the 1st Ward and be lives near Campion.
Charley is a delightful older man with a ready smile and very active. Charley is famous for raising fine
vegetables and delicious berries. Every vear we look forward to the summertime and the fine berries he raises,
It was several days age, when Charley Fuka stopped me in front of the post office. He said, Marty I like your

history programs on the radio, but [ would like to correct you on one cart of your story.

Charley Fuka told me that the government agent carrying gold coin from Fort Crawford to Fort Atkinson in
Iowa, did stop with his guards not far out of McGregor as I said,

But, says Charley. my father told me that the Indians stole the gold from the government agent during the night.
It seems that the guards went to sleep at their post, the Indians crept in and stole the payroll of £60.000 m gold
and escaped.

()..Dnd the Indhans take the goveriment agent prsoner too?

A, No they were only interested i the gold.

Q... Well what did the Indians do with their loot?

A...Charley says his father told him, that the Indians carried the gold back across the Mississippi, then crossed
over the Wisconsin river near where the Burlington bridge now is and hid the zold near the top of a bluff on the
other side of the Wisconsin river in Grant County.

(}...Does he have any idea, gust whers'"?

A.. Charley Fuka's father believed that the Indians hid the gold near the top of the hlutf near Walnut Eddy,
which is about 1 %2 miles up the Wisconsin river from the Burlington bridge.
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(}...That should make the spot easy to locate.

A Charley Fuka tells me he went over there with this father one afternoon, years ago and hunted for the
treasure but could find no cave.

(}...Was the money supposed to have been buried in a cave?

A Apparently, Tknow of a cave in Wyalusing Park. but I don't know much about Walout Eddy. or any caves
there.

Q... That would make a nice week end search some time teXt spring.

A Yes, it would then, you could enjoy a nice picnic in the park also.

(.. Marty, this account differs from the other story you told us several weeks age. Which is correct?

A... Search me Walt, I don't know. Remember [ don't guarantee accuracy of these stories. They are legends,
and we have a great many handed down through the years. No doubt, there is much in these stories which is

correct. and in repeating the stories there probably is some fiction added.

Even though [ cannot say that they are correct. these legends always interest me for they are an account of some
incident, which has taken on some embellishment io passiog from mouth to mouth through the years.

Q. Sure Marty, you are right, we all like to hear legends even fairy tales.
A These are legends that have come to light, but I would not call them fairy tales.

A very interesting legend, that I have often heard through the years, concerns the Blackhawk Tree in Prairie du
Chien.

(). What is that legend?

A _First of all there is a marker showing where the tree once stood. On Blackhawk Avenue, between the new
Pizzly Wiggly Store and the Pumping Station, you will find red brick sunk in the concrete pavement which
reads The Blackhawk Tree.

About 1900 there still stood a large tree, [ believe a cottonwood, right 1 the center of the road on what is now
Blacklhawk Avenue, then called BlufY street. Buggies would have to pass on either side of this teee as they went
to and from town. On the exact spot where this tree once stood is the marker we can see today.

This tres was tevered for many years because of the mtetesting legend counected with i

It the Blackhawk Wars of 1832, our Fort Crawford was a bustling place for the Blackhawk War was in
progress. The decisive battle of this was was fought north of Prairie du Chien at the mouth of the Bad Axe
Fiver. In cur museum Cal Peters has painted a very moving picture of this battle, the Indians and American
soldiers righting, hand to hand. to the death, the Indian women caught in the melee.
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While Blackhawlk's forces were routed and almost annibilated, he and some of his braves escaped (o the island.
Some fled into Iowa.

Legend has it. that Blackhawk in his escape, came back to near Prairie du Chien. hid in this tree which once
stood on Blackhawk Avenue, while the soldiers were scouring this area for him. Since then the tree has been
revered and was named the Blackhawk Tiee.

(). How interesting? Why was the tree cut down.?

A..It was thought that it interfered with the highway. Then too, the tree was old and would not 1ast much
longer. As the concrete lnghway was put in leading to the Mondel Conlee, the tree was eut down and the red
brick marker placed it the middle of the road,

I have driven over this street many tines a day in the last couple of vears but, I have never seen the marker.

AL Well Walt, next time drive real slow and look closely at the nuddle of the cencrele between the new Pigely
Wiggly Store and the Pumping Station and you will see the marker.

(. Well, I will sure look for 1t.

A Every day we in Praine du Chien, pass many interesting places packed with a romance of history, but they
are not marked.

I think we should have some permanent markers placed at the spot of greatest hastorical sigmificance in the city.
(.. Just how does one go about such things?

AT happen to be a member of a commuttee on the Wisconsin State Historical Society charged with approving
historic markers for the state.

I think that our Crawford County Historical Society should recommiend deserving zites here in the city to the
State Historical Society.

Then, when approved, the markers are either put up by the State Conservation Commission ot by local groups.
.. What kind of markers are these?

A There is a state marker in front of the Villa Lows. It is a handsome bronze plague, mounted at the top of a
substantial metal pipe. The tablet with the historic message is cast and should last a life time. These mardkers
bear the state seal and are very atiractive.

...Could we get the Conservation Coeinmission to put up the Blackhawk Tree miarker?

A No, the Stite Conservation Commission only puts up the markers along the highway, but not inside of the
towns or cities. Markers inside cities have to be paid for by the city of some local group.

(}...How much does the state marker cost?

A Az [ remember about $125.00.
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(}...That would be a good project for the Lions Club, the Kiwanis Chub, the Crawford County Historical Society
or some other group.

A It sure would, particularily during the tourists season, there would be many of our visitors who would znjov
seeing it.

Q. Well our time 1% running out and we must wait for another Sunday to learn miore local history

February 12, 1935
MIDwvrud
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Yilla Louis

The Yilla Louis, also known as Dounsman Mansion, is a National Historic Landmark located on 5t Ferdole
island in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, Today the site is restored to ity appearance during the late 19th
Cencury, when it was the estate of the prominent H. Louis Dousmman lamily. Al the center of (he esgale iy
the elegant Villa Louis mansion, designed by E. Townsend RIix and built in 1871, Earlier the escate had
been home (o Louis™s Father Hercules L. Dousman, and before that the land was eccupied by Fort
Crawford. Prior to this, m 1514, the Battle of Prairie du Chien was fonght at the site by American and
British treops hoping to control Fort Shelby during the War of 1512, Still farther back, the site was of
mportance to American Indian tribes, esp ecially the Mound Builders, as is evidenced by the large mound
upon which Fort Shelhy, Fort Crawlord, and the homes of Hercules and Louis Dousmuan have all stood.
Cwrrently the site is a historical museum operated by the Wisconsin Historical Society.
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The Villa Louis in Prairie du Chien is a distingui:shed and‘n:‘h'aﬂn:ing.-house overloolﬁng the Mssissi‘ppig Eiwer.
Bultin fur trade days on the very site of Fort Crawford [ by Wisconsin's first mallionaire, Hercules L.
Dousman. It was first called “House on the Mound."

In early 1800, many merchants were fur traders, exchanging clothing, guns, traps, powder and metal goods for
furs. They trade'd_with_ ﬂ;_tf: Indians Ein_d'earljr settlers. Both Rolette an Dousman were shrewd and successful
Toe Rolette came 1n 1808, Dousman in 1827, Both worked for the American Fur Co. Headed by John Jacob

A stor.

In 1844, Hercules Dousman married Jane Fisher Rolette, widow of his former partner. They were blessed with
ason Louisin 1848 To honor him the home was referred to as Villa Louts, Son Louis' death came 1n 1886,
The father Hercules Doustman accumulated a fortune. He is well known for having suggested the name
Ihinnesota for the state to the north of us.

AHTESIAN STOCK FARM, PRAIRIE DU CHIEN, WISCONSIN.
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Red Bird Massacre - Winnebago War

L

By HOWARD KANETZIKE
As we page through histories we
read of men who have started wars.
Seldom have these people given their
lives to sfof o war they started. But
this is what Red Bird, 2 Wisconsin
Winnebago chieftain, did!

Though Red Bird was over forty
years old when he surrendered, he
looked to be under thirty, Six fect
tall, he was dignified and graceful.
It is said that he was so physically
perfect that even his fingers were
models of beauty.

In 1827 Wanick Chowre—The
Red Bird—and his people lived near
the banks of the lower Wisconsin
River., For many years the white
men bad been slowly moving into
Winnebago land, searching for lead
and furs. The Winnebago, upsct
and angry, found themselves crowd-
ed off their land. For centuries the
Indisns had lived by theic awn tribal
laws. Now suddenly they were ex-
pected to obey the laws of the white
man. As Red Bird soon found oot,
these laws often did not agree,

In 1827 rumors sped through the
Indinn villages that Winnebago
prisonecs ‘at Fort Snelling, Minne-
sota, had been muordered and their
bodies torn apsrt. There was no
truth to the story, but the Indiuns
believed what they Beard. Accord.
ing to their beliefs, an Indian
necded his whole body to get into
the "Gredt Beyond." So the braves
at Port Snelling could never enter
the happy hunting pround!

2

RED BIRD
-A NOBLE
CHIEFTAIN

To the Winnebapo, revenge was
s sacred duty. A council of chicts
was held. At the meeting they de-
cided that Winnebago law must be
upl:u:].d. it stuted that when an Indian
was killed, two enemny sr:plps sk
be taken. The chiefs decided that
Red Bird should avenge the deaths
of the murdered braves,

Red Bird had always been friendly
towards the “men with hats", 45 the
Indians called the whites. He was
2 welcome puest at the tables of the
settlers. Tradees knew him a3 2 man
of preat honesty.

Mot wishing to harm his Friends,
Red Bird made a trip through white
territory and returned to-his people,
saying he found no one. This plan
failed. When he came back without
scalps he was jeered und called a
coward, So Red Bird again set out,
He traveled to Pruirie du Chien with
his son and two braves, Wawiga
(the Sun) and Chickbongsic (Little
Buffalo).

Arriving in the village a little after
sunrise, they went to the stare of

James Lockwood. Mr. Lockwood
had just left on a trip to the East
to buy supplies for the next scason.
Mrs. Lockwood, her younger brother
and a servant girl were tending the
store, Enteting the cellar kitchen,
the Indians loaded their guns in
Eront of the terrified servant girl.
Then, slipping through a hallway,
they entered the mom where Mis,
Lockwood was resting. Certain that
they meant to kill her, she rushed
down the hall te the store. There
the found ber brother and Dungin
Graham, a veteran trader, Running
up to Grahom, she begged him o
protect her. Because he was en
Englishman, and thus a friend,
Graham was able to persuade Red
Bird and his braves to leive.

The Indians wandered From the
town. That noon they came in sight
of two cabins on a ridge at the
entrine to McNaic Coulee. They
went to the house where Registre
Gagnier: lived with his wife, two
children and 2 hired man. As Red
Bird was well known to the family,
he was invited to eat with them,
Hardly had the Indians come ino
the house and been sented before
they sprang up, shot, and killed
Gugnier.

At High CLiff State Park, the statie
af Red Bird looks toward the glow.
ing heavens over Lake Winnsbogo,
The chieftain seems to be repeating
fiis words of long ago, "I havé given
my life—it is gane.”



The surrender of Red Bird, 1827,
His jacket was pure white elkshin,
his appearance dozzling.

4
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Solomon Lipeap, the hired man,
ran into the helds: He was chased
and scalped. Mrs. Gagnier prabbed
a rifle from one of the Indians,
Then, with her son, she escaped to
the village, William Ellery Leonard,
a Wisconsin author, wrote the fol-
lowing in his play Red Bird:

Red Bird: Two for one! Blue

Heron fene of the Indians sup-

posedly kifled by the whiter at Ft.

Swellmg) had done the white men

no wronp. The white men killed

Blue Heran. Two for one! These

dead have dene the Winnebago

no wrong, But their faces are
white. Tf your skin had only heen
red—red like the turning leaves.

You should have been the Lrather

of Red Bird. Why did the Great

Spirit dip your face in the white,

white snow?

Two for one

To ease the puin at the Hill

af the Dead

To keep the law of the

W innebago.,

MNews of the tragedy traveled
quickly. Soon crowds of frighteried
settlers were fleeing to Praige du
Chien. At the village some of the
men barricaded Bumnet’s Inn; Others
repaired broken muskets left in the
shandoned Fort Crawfard. M. Lock
wood heard what had happened and
ceturned home right away. He pro-
vided shot and: powder from his
store for the muskets:

Meanwhile Covernor Lewis Cass
quickly ordered troops from St

Louis, Galena, Fort Snelling and
Fort Howard to meet &t the portage
of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers.
Colonel "Willlam Whistler's men
from Fort Howard arcived at the
mecting place fisst.

On September 1, 1827, three mes:
sengers from the Indian camp came
ta Colonel Whistler, one at noon, &
second at three o'clock, and the last
at sunset. Each promised that Red
Bird would surcender the next day.
They asked the soldiers not to attack
the Indians. The following day an
unarmed group of Indians, some
mounted and some on foot, were
seen approaching the camp. They
carried three fags. Those in the
front and rear were American. The
one in the center was white. Having
fallowed the Indian law of revenge,
Red Bird was now about to give
himself up. This he hoped would
prevent “a road from being cut
through Indian country with guns.”

As the Indians drew near; the
voice of Red Bird could be heard
singing his death song. The Indians
farmed a semi-circle. Red Bird and
his companions stood in the center,
They faced a long line of soldiess
as the band played Pleyel's Hymn.

Red Bird's appearance was das
zling. His jacket of pure white elk-
skin had long fringt‘s. A collar of
blue and white wampum was decor:
ated with panther claws. A broad
scurlet cloth, slit in the middle for
his head, hung over his back and
chest. On one shoulder was o white



feather, on the other a black ooe.
Beautiful stoffed red birds were
perched on each shoulder. One side
of his face was painted red, the
other green and white. Across his
chest hung his three-foot war pipe.

The leader spoke: "They arc here
—like braves they have come—treat
them as braves—do not put them in
irons." After the others spoke, Red
Bird, who had been sitting cross-
legged on the ground, rose. Looking
at the soldiers he said, "I am ready.”
Then stepping forward he continued,
“I do not wish to be put in irons.
Let me: be free. I have piven my

—it is gone.” Taking a pinch of
dust from the ground he blew it
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away, adding as it disappeared,
"Like that. T would not take it back.
It is gone™

Red Bird was taken to Fort Craw-
ford at Prairie du Chien, When he
arrived Colonel McKeaney wrote,
“The man has already parted from
life, and has his eyes [ixed more
upon the spint-land than upon the
bitter realities of the world about
him.” In prison Red Bird was true
to his words, [ have given my life
—it is gone” Hg refused to eat,
and on February 17, 1828, he died.
By sacrificing his life, the noble
Winnebago was able to stop a war
and save many of his people from
death.

RED BIRD
By SUSAN MACK

Grade 7. Peckhom Junior High, Milwoukee

Teacher: Martho Ross

Red Bird was an Indian chief

Who saw the white men kill two braves;
It filled his heart with such great grief
He killed three soldiers in his rage.

The chief surrendered for his tribe,
Was sent to prison to pay his debt;
Before his time was up, he died—
His sorrow in his heart was kept,
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Marie R:egls Gagnicr Elmmer
Scalped as a baby by Red Bird but lived and mised a large Family,
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Death Whoop

Zeth Eastnan
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Red Bird and Wekau
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Cemeteries in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin

Fort Crawford I ..........approximately 1817-1830 located north of tort.
Fort Crawford IL........ approximately 1830-1570

an enlisted men's cemetery was discontinved and burial traonsterred to this officer’s cemetery.
! :!“r !‘I * ! : I T .

Island Cemetery. ...... approximately 1790-1817

"General Snuth came to Praarie dv Chien in 1816 to erect Fort Crawtord., The ground selected
encroached upon the ancient burving ground of the Prairie, so the inhabitants were obliged to remove
their dead to another place.”

Old French Cemetery ..approximately 1817-1862
Here on gronnd., long used by the Indians, the French began their cemetery, Recorded burials date from
1817,

Brishols Cemetery .......approximately 1837-1903
B. W. Brisbois gave 18 acres in 1866 for public use. Oldest graves: 1837 Michel Brisbois, 1849 Theresa
Brisbois, 1879 1. Tilmont, 1903, Henry Brisbois

Calvary Cemetery ........... approximately 1850

Land a gift from H. Dousman

CMdest graves: 1851 Daniel Felton, 1874 Emilic Barrette, 1874 Julian Marsden, 1881 Corvyer,
1832 Pion, 1886 Lows Stram

Evergreen Cemetery.......approximately 1850,
Lockwood gave land 0 1842, Oldest graves: 1858 Fredrick. Beheve Mrs. Lockwood's remains

transferred here.

St Gabriel's Cemetery... approximately 1860

Strange (Poze) Powers gave land in 1836 for church.
Oldest graves, 1847 Lt. Charles. Brisbois marker, no burial, 1869 W, Lawler, 870 Raffenty
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John Marsh

o John Marsh _ .
Fioneer, while US Indian Agent at Pratrie du Chienin 1328, he gave confidential information to his Sioux
Indian wife, which upset TS Government plans, He quickly left for Tlincis, then turned West to California
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John Marsh, The tightwad who battled for statehood
“*The MEANEST man in Califorta.”

That was how John Bidwell descrabed John Marsh in letters to friends atter telhing them he'd artived n
Califormua on November 4, 1841,

Marsh nonetheless plaved a big role 1 California becoming part of the ULS.

Bichwell was at the head of a pioneering band of 32 emigrants whe had abandoned their wagons and had
struggled over the Sierra well before the Gold Rush of 49 was to lure tens of thousands in their footsteps. At
Marsh's crude adobe house near the foot of bt Diablo, 30 miles east of what was later to become San
Francisco, Marsh weleomed them effusively. After all, it was his letters that had inspired their grueling
six-month trip. He'd confidently described the overland trail that ended near his ranch, though his account was
based on hearsay about the travels of monntain men like Jedediah Smith. Marsh himselt had come West on the
Santa Fe trail. That was after the authoritiss, fellowing up on an old arrest warrant for selling guns.to Indians,
got too close,

Marsh wanted people to head his way, In a barrage of letters to Missouri, where he had been a merchant until
the big depression of '35, he extolled an "Eden the West," With hundreds of new settlers on Califoria sol, he
reasoned, it wounld take only a tew years for the ULS. to claim or buy Califoriaa trom Mexico, which was
finding the province a costly drain of resources. Bidwell's group was the tirst of what would soon become a
wave of American settlers,

Marsh rode to Mission San Jose for the group's passports, but becavse he was upset with Bidwell,

bting one for him, Fuming, Bidwell coaxed his tired horse up to the miission to get his own, then almost
exploded. The Mexican officials, he found, gave passports out for free but Marsh had already collected
belongings of WOU's from the destitwte travelers 10 cover his $5 charge for each passport he delivered.

Miserly acts like this were a tradematk of the man who used his Harvard bachelor of arts degree (written
Latin} to obtain a license to practice medicine in Los Angeles soon after he'd arrived there in 1836 at
age of 38 He thus became the first American doctor in California. Fortunately. he had learned a hit
ashout medicine at Harvard and whale teaching in Minnesota, then as an Indian agent in Wisconsin,

Within a vear he cashed in hus fees of cowhides and tallows for $500 and headed north where San Francisco
storekesper Jacob Leese played host 1o the frecloading doctor. Marsh once spent 50 cents on fresh fish Mrs,
Leese to cook. Afler he ended his 11 -month visit, be billed her for the half-dollar.

In 1837 he gave Jose Nonega $300 as full payment for the 50,000-acre Rancho Los Meganos, which included
what is now Brentwood, Aohiech and Pittsburg.

As the region's only doctor, Marsh found a way to add cattle to his vast ranch. His fees for house calls ran as

high as 300 head. A rancher who owned 130 head was aghast when Marsh wanted 50 of them for curing his
child's headaches.

"Go abead and pay it, " said the rancher's wife, a plucky spirit who then billed Marsh for 25 head of cattle for
washing two of his shirts!
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In 1343, Marsh, along with other naturalized foreigners. was drafted 10 setve in the army of General Manuel
Micheltorena, whose assignment was to expel all ULS. citizens from the province of California. This pitted
conscripted Americans on the Mexican government's side against other Americans supporting the native
Curliformios, who actually had Marsh's sympathy.

"You don't want Amencans fighting <ach other, do you? he kept asking the Amencans serving with hum.

Marsh arranged a meeting of Americans from both sides. They decided to sit out the big baitle, This led to
Micheltorena's defeat and bastenead the day when Califorma would become a state.

I the primitive solitude he craved, Marsh lived alone in an old adobe cabin. He stocked his ranch with 6.000
cattle and horses, extended his holdings, fought Indians and cattle enstlers and battled squatters who invaded bis

ranch. By might he read classics. .

Yet for, all his solitude, he became a wealthy and an influential figure. He married and built for his wife a big
stone house--whach still stands 1oday on Marsh Creek Eead in eastern Contra Costa Cpunty—but she died
before they could move in

Marsh had a sen, Charles, by a French-8ioux Indian woman., He had lefi the boy behind i Ilhinois when he
moved 50 hastily to California. Charles headed West in search of gold, traced his father and by a strange twist
of fate, fell exhavsted through Marsh's cabin door one stormiy night. Neither the son not the father knew who
the other was until Marsh's idle questions brought about the discovery.

At 57, Marsh was slain by three disgruntled men who telt he'd cheated them. The rancho was divided among
the heirs and other claimants and Dr. John Marsh became to most people an enigmatic and shadowy figure of
hastory.
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Blackhawk War
Background
An 1804 treaty between the governor of [ndiana Territory and a council of leaders from the Sauk and Fox

Native American tribes ceded 50 million acres (200,000 km*) of their land to the United States for $2,234.50
and an annual annuity of $1,000.- The treaty also allowed the Sauk and Fox to remam on their land untal 1t was
sold. The treaty was controversial. Sauk Chief Black Hawk, and others disputed its validity because they said
that the full tribal councils were not consulted and the council that negotiated the treaty did not have the
authority to cede land.- After the discovery of lead in and around Galena, lllinois during the 1820s. miners
began moving into the area ceded in the 1804 treaty, When the Sauk and Fox retumed from the winter hunt in
1829, they found their land occupied by white settlers and were forced to return west of the Mississippi River.-
Angered by the loss of his birthplace. Black Hawk led a number of incursions across the Mississippi River into
Hlinois between 1830 and 1831, but each time was persuaded to retum west without bloodshed. In Apnil 1832,
encouraged by promises of alliance with other tribes and the British, he again moved his so-called "British
Band” of around 1,000 warriors and non-combatants into [llinois.- Finding ne allies, he attempted to return
across the Mississippi to present-day lowa, but the undisciplined lllinois Militia's actions led to Black Hawk's
surprising victory at the Battle of Stillman's Run.-A number of other engagements followed. and the militia of
Michigan Territory and the state of Illinois were mobilized to hunt down Black Hawk's band. The contlict

bécame known as the Black Hawk War.

The period between the Battle of Stillman's Run in May and the raid at Sinsinawa Mound in late June was filled
with war-related activity, A series of attacks at Buffalo Grove, the Plum River seftlement. Fort Blue Mounds.
and the war's most famous incident, the Indian Creek massacre. all took place between mid-Mayv and late June
1832.-Two key battles. one at Horseshoe Bend on 16 June and the other at Waddams Grove on 18 June, played a
role in changing public perception about the militia after its defeat at Stillman's Run.-The Battle of Apple River
Fort on 24 June marked the end of a week that was an mmportant turning point for the settlers, The fight was a
45-minute gun battle between defenders garrisoned inside Apple River Fort and Sauk and Fox warriors led by
Chief Black Hawk.

The next day, after an inconclusive skimush at Kellogg's Grove, Black Hawk and his band fled the approaching
militia through modern-day Wisconsin. The Sinsinawa Mound raid oceurred on 29 June, five days afier the
Battle of Apple River Fort. As the band fled the pursuing militia, they passed through what are now Beloit and
Janesville. then followed the Rock River toward Horicon Marsh. where they headed west toward the Four Lakes
region, near modern-day Madison -On 21 July 1832, the militia caught up with Black Hawk's band as they

attempted to cross the Wisconsin River. near Ihs, present-day Town of Rexbury. in Dape County, Wisconsin,
resulting in the Battle of Wiscensin Heights.

A few hours afier midnight on 22 July, with Black Hawlk's band resting on a knoll on the Wisconsin Heights
Battlefield, Neapope. one of the key leaders accompanying Black Hawk. attempted to explain to the nearby
militia officers that his group wanted only to end the fighting and go back across the Mississippi River.-In a
"loud shrill voice" he delivered a conciliatory speech in his native Ho-Chunk language. assuming Pauquette and
his band of Ho-Chunk guides were still with the militia at Wisconsin Heights.-However, the U.S. troops did not
understand him, because their Ho-Chunk allies had already departed the battlefield, Following this failed
attempt at peace, Neapope abandoned the cause and returned to a nearby Ho-Chunk village. The British Band
had slowly disintegrated over the months of conflict: most of the Ho-Chunk and Potawatomi that had joined
were gone by the Battle of Bad Axe. Others. especially children and the elderly, had died of starvation while the
band fled the pursuing militia through the swamps around Lake Koshkonong.
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Following the engagement at Wistonsim Heighits, the milita decided 1o wait until the followang day to parsue
Black Hawk. The v heard, but did not understand, Meapope's speech duning the night, and to their sunprise, when
morrang arrived their exery had disappeared -The battle | though militanly devastating for the British Band, had
allowed much of the group ta escape to femporary safe ty actoss the Wissonsin River. The re prieve was short-
lived for many —a group of Fox women and children who atternpted 1o escape down the Wisconsin following
the battle were captured by U 5 -allied mbes or shnthj.rmldjﬂm furthe r downstrearm. —Du.tingthe rught, whale the
non-combatants escaped incanoes, Black Hawk and the remaming wamors crossed the 1mve roear present-day
Praime du Sac, Wisconsin ~The band fled west over migged teryain towrard the banks of the Iilississippi Biver,
with a week'shead start on the miliha,

While the band fled west, Comrranding General Henry b thinson triramed his force to a few hundred men and.
setout to join militia coramanders Henry Dodge and Jarnes [ Henry to regroup and resupply at Fort Blue
Ibunds {Inder the command of Atkinson, around 1,300 men from the commands of Henry, Dodge, Slexander
Pose v and Ililion Alexander crossed the Wisconsin River between 27 Julyand 28 Tuly near present day The
well-fied and rested redlitia foree picked up Black Hawk's trail again on 28 Tuly near present-day Spring Creen,
Wisconsin and relattie Iy quickly closed the gap on the farished and battle-wearyband of Mative Smericans.
Cm, Avgust, Black Hawk and about 500 men, wornen, and children arrived at the eastern bank of the
Iissiasippl a few miles downstreamm from the mouth of the Bad Lixe Biver, Dn antval the leaders of the band,
including Black Hawk, called a council meeting to discuss their next move.

Batile
First day

1 1'|'| L O
o BN s afemy '“f'"l L

The Steamboat Horror at the Batile of Bad Axe
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MNear the mouth of the Bad Axe River, on 1 August 1832, Black Hawk and Winnebago prophet and fellow
British Band leader White Cloud advised the band against wasting time building rafis to cross the Mississippi
River, becanse the LIS, forces were closing in. urging them instead to tles northward and seek refuge among the
Ho-Chunk. However, most of the band chose to trv to cross the river.

While some of the band managed to escape across the Mississippi River that afternoon. the steamboat Warrior,
commanded by Captain Joseph Throckmorton, appeared on the scene and halted the band's attempt to cross to
safety.-Waving a white flag, Black Hawk tried to surrender, but as had happened in the past the soldiers failed to
understand and the scene deteriorated into battle.! The warriors who survived the initial volley found cover and
returned fire and a two-hour firefight ensued. The Warrior eventually withdrew from battle because of lack of
fuel, and returned to Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.

At the time, newspaper reports stated that 23 Native Amencans were Killed, including one woman estimated to
be 19 years old: she was shot through her child's upper arm as she stood holding the child watching the batle.
Her child was retrieved by Lieutenant Anderson after the battle, and taken to the surgical tent, where the baby's
arm was amputated. The child was then taken to Prairie du Chien. where he is helieved to have recovered.  The
{ight convinced Black Hawk that refuge lay to the north, not west across the Mississippi. In one of his last
actions as commander of the British Band, Black Hawk mplored his followers to flee with him, to the north.
Many did not listen. and late on 1 August. Black Hawk. White Cloud and about three dozen other followers leli
the British Band and fled northward, Most of the remaining warriors and non-combatants remamed on the
easten bank of the Mississippi.- Forces on the Warrior suffered only one casualty — a retired soldier from Fort
Snelling was wounded in the knee during the fight.

Second day

At 2 am. on 2 August, Atkinson's forces awoke and began to break eamp, setting out before sunrige. They had
moved only a few miles when they ran into the rear scout element of the remaming Sauk and Fox lorces. The
Sauk scouts attempted to lead the enemy away from the main camp and were initially successful. ! The
combined LS. forces fell into formation for battle: Generals Alexander and Posey formed the right wing. Henry
the left wing. and Dodge and the regulars the center element. As the Native Americans retreated toward the
river, the militia's left wing were left in the rear without orders,-When a regiment stumbled across the main trail
to the camp. the scouts could enly fight in retreat and hope that thev had given their comrades a chance to
escape the militia, while the Sauk and Fox kept retreating to the river.-However, Warrior returned after
obtaining more wood m Prairie du Chien, leaving the refueling peint about midnight and armiving at Bad Axe
about 10 a.m.-The slaughter that followed continued for the next eight hours.

Henrv's men. the entire left wing. descended a bluff into the midst of several hundred Sauk and Fox warriors,
and a desperate bavonet and musket battle followed. Women and children fled the fight into the river, where
many drovned immediately. The battle continued for 30 minutes before Atkingon came up with Dodge's center
¢lement. cutting off escape for many of the remaining Native warriors. Some warriors managed to escape the
fight to a willow island. which was being peppered with canister shot and gunfire by Harrior,

The soldiers killed everyone who tried to run for cover or cross the river; men, women and children alike were
shot dead. More than 150 people were killed outright at the scene of the battle, which many combatants later
termed a massacre, The soldiers then scalped most of the dead. and cut long strips of flesh from others for use

as razor strops, U8, forces captured an additional 75 Native Americans, Of the total 400500 Sauk and Fox at
Bad Axe on 2 August, most were Killed at the scene, others escaped across the river. Those who escaped across
the river found only temporary reprieve as many were captured and killed by Sioux warriors acting in support of
the LS. Army. Siwoux brought 68 scalps and 22 prisoners to the ULS. Indian agent Joseph M. Street in the weeks
following the battle. The United States suffered five killed i action and 19 wounded.
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1847 illustration of a dead Sauk and her surviving child being discovered by a U5, officer at Bad Axe.

The Battle of Bad Axe was a mostly one-sided affair that has been called a massacre by both modern and
historical accounts of the engagement. as well as by those who participated. On 3 August 1832, the day after
the battle, Indian Agent Street wrote 1o William Clark describing the scene at Bad Axe and the events that
occurred there. He stated that most of the Sauk and Fox were shot in the water or drowned tryving to cross the
Mississippi to safety.-Major John Allen Wakefield published an account of the war in 1834, which included a
description of the battle, His deseription characterized the kilhing of women and children as a mistake:

"During the engagement we killed some of the squaws through mistake. Tt was a great
misfortune to those miserable squaws and children, that they did not carry into execution [the
plan] they had formed on the morning of the battle -- that was. to come and meet us. and
swrrender themselves prisoners of war. It was a horrid sight to witness little children. wounded
and suffering the most excruciating pain. although they were of the savage enemy. and the
commeon énemy of the country.”

Black Hawk's own account, though he was not present at the battle's second dav. termed the mcident a
massacre, Later histories continued to assail the actions of the whites at Bad Axe. The 1887 Perry A. Armstrong
book. The Saiks and the Black Hawk War, called Throckmorton's. actions "inhuman and dastardly” and went on
to call him a "second Nero or Calligula [sic]".In 1898, during events honoring the 66th anniversary ol the
battle. Reuhen Gold Thwaites termed the fight a "massacre” during a speech at the battle site.-He emphasized
this theme again in a 1903 collection of essavs.

Modern-day historians have continued to characterize the battle as a wholesale massacre, Mark Grimsley. a
history professor at Ohio State University. concluded in 2005, based on other modem accounts, that the Battle
of Bad Axe would be better termed a massacre.- Kerry A. Trask's 2007 work, Black Hawk; The Battle for the
Heart of America, points to the writings of Wakefield as evidence that delusional beliefs about deing brave
deeds and magnifving manliness spurred the LS. forees to revel in and pursue massacring and exterminating
the Sauk and Fox.-Trask concluded that Wakefield's statement "I must conléss, that it filled my heart with
gratitude and joy, to think that T had been instrumental, with many others. in delivering my country of those
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merciless savages. and restoring those people again 1o their peaceful homes and firesides.” was a viewpoin held
by nearly all militia members.

Aftermath

The Black Hawk War of 1832 resulted in the deaths at least 70 settlers and soldiers, and hundreds of Black
Hawk's band. As well as the combat casualties of the war. a relief force under General Winfield Scott suffered
hundreds deserted and dead. many from cholera.-The end of the war at Bad Axe ended the large-scale threat of
Native American attacks in northwest Ulinods. and allowed further settlement of [linois and what became lowa
and Wisconsin,

The members of the British Band. and the Fox. Kickapoo, Sauk, Ho-Chunk and Potawatomi that later joined
them. suffered unknown numbers of dead during the war. ¥ While some died fighting, others were tracked
down and killed by Sioux, Menominee, Ho-Chunk. and other native tribes. Still others died of starvation or
drowned during the Band's long trek up the Rock River toward the mouth of the Bad Axe.-The entire British
Band was not wiped out at Bad Axe: some survivors drifted back home to their villages. This was relatively
simple for the Potawatonu and Ho-Chunk of the band.-Many Sauk and Fox found return to their homes more
difficult, and while some returned safely, others were held in custody by the army. Prisoners, some taken at the
Battle of Bad Axe, and others taken by U.S.-aligned Native American tribes in the following weeks, were taken
to Fort Armstrong at modern Rock lsland, Illinois.-About 120 prisoners — men. women. and children — waited
until the end of August to be released by General Winfield Scott,

Black Hawk and most of the leaders of the British Band were not immediately captured following the
conclusion of hostilities, On 20 August. Sauk and Fox under Keokuk turned over Neapope and several other
British Band chiefs to Winfield Scott at Fort Armstrong. Black Hawk, however. remained elusive. After tlecsing
the battle scene with White Cloud and a small group of warriors, Black Hawk had moved northeast toward the
headwaters of the La Crosse River. The group camped for a few days and was eventually counseled by a group
of Ho-Chunk, which included White Cloud's brother, to surrender. Though they initially resisted the pleas for
surrender. the group eventually traveled to the Ho-Chunk village at La Crosse and prepared to surrender, On 27
August 1832, Black Hawk, White Cloud and the remnants of the British Band surrendered to Joseph M. Street
at Prairie du Chien.
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BATTLE OF BAD AXE

After holding off his pursuers at the
Battle of Wisconsin Heights (about 1%2 miles
south of present Sauk City) Black Hawk led
his people over unfamiliar country toward
the Mississippi. In the meantime, the Army
alerted Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien.
When the Indians reached the Mississippi,

 they found an armed steamboat blocking
escape. The Battle of Bad Axe fought near
here August 1-2, 1632 ended the Black Hawk
War. Driven into the water by their pursuers,
the Indians — warriors, old people, women
and children — were shot down or drowned as
they tried to escape. Black Hawk succeeded
in getting away but was soon taken prisoner.
Later, when asked about his ill-fated venture,
he said simply: "Rock River was a beautiful
*country; | loved my towns, my cornfields,’
_and the home of my people. I fought for it."

Erected 1955
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Black Hawk's Surrender Speech, 1832

You have taken me prisoner with all my warriors. | am much grieved, for | expected, if | did not defeat
you, to hold out much longer, and give you more trouble before | surrendered. | tried hard to bring you
into ambush, but your last general understands Indian fighting. The first one was not so wise. When |
saw that | could not beat you by Indian fighting, | determined to rush on you, and fight you face to
face. | fought hard. But your guns were well aimed. The bullets flew like birds in the air, and whizzed
by our ears like the wind through the trees in the winter, My warriors fell around me; it began to look
dismal. | saw my evil day at hand. The sun rose dim on us in the morning, and at night itsunk in a
dark cloud, and looked like a ball of fire. That was the last sun that shone on Black Hawk. His heart is
dead, and no longer beats quick in his bosom. He is now a prisoner to the white men; they will do with
him as they wish. But he can stand torture, and is not afraid of death. He is no coward. Black Hawk is
an Indian.

He has done nothing for which an Indian ought to be ashamed. He has fought for his countrymen, the
squaws and papooses, against white men, who came, year after year, to cheat them and take away
their lands. You know the cause of our making war. It is known to all white men. They ought fo be
ashamed of it. The white men despise the Indians, and drive them from their homes. But the Indians
are not deceitful. The white men speak bad of the Indian, and took at him spitefully. But the Indian
does not tell lies; Indians do not steal.

An Indian who is as bad as the white men, could not live in our nation; he would be put to death, and
eat [sic] up by the wolves. The white men are bad school-masters, they carry false looks, and deal in
false actions; they smile in the face of the poor Indian to cheat him; they shake them by the hand to
gain their confidence, to make them drunk, to deceive them, and ruin our wives. We told them to let
us alone; but they followed on and beset our paths, and they coiled themselves among us like the
snake. They poisoned us by their touch. We were not safe. We lived in danger. We were becoming
like them, hypocrites and liars, adulterers, lazy drones, all talkers, and no workers.

We |ooked up to the Great Spirit. We went to our great father. We were encouraged. His great council
gave us fair words and big promises, but we got no satisfaction. Things were growing worse. There
were no deer in the forest. The oppossum and beaver were fled; the springs were drying up, and our
squaws and papooses without victuals to keep them from starving; we called a great council and built
a large fire. The spirit of our fathers arose and spoke to us to avenge our wrongs or die.... We set up
the war-whoop, and dug up the tomahawk; our knives were ready, and the heart of Black Hawk
swelled high in his bosom when he led his warriors to battle. He is satisfied. He will go to the worid of
spirits contented. He has done his duty. His father will meet him there, and commend him.

Black Hawk is a true Indian, and disdains to cry like a woman. He feels for his wife, his children and
friends. But he does not care for himself. He cares for his nation and the Indians. They will suffer. He
laments their fate. The white men do not scalp the head, but they do worse-they poison the heart, itis
not pure with them. His countrymen will not be scalped, but they will, in a few years, become like the
white men, so that you can't trust them, and there must be, as in the white settlements, nearly as
many officers as men, to take care of them and keep them in order.
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Farewell, my nation. Black Hawk tried to save you, and avenge your wrongs. He drank the blood of
some of the whites. He has been taken prisoner, and his plans are stopped. He can do no more. He
is near his end. His sun is setting, and he will rise no more. Farewell to Black Hawk.

BLACK HAWK S SURRENDER

| On August 2, 18652, the Black Hawk War

effectively ended when the U.S. Military
massacred many followers of Sauk Indian
leader Black Hawk at the Battle of Bad Axe.s
located about 35 miles north of here. Black
Hawk, known as Ma-Ka-tal-me-she-Kila-Kiak.
his advisor The Prophet and some of his
followers, escaped north to a Ho~-Chunk
(Winnebago) village mear Prairie La Crosse.
There, One-Eyed Decorah, Chasja-ka. and
other Ho-ChunK persunaded the fugitives
1o surrender to the Amerlcan authorities.
They journeyed down the Mississippi River
1o Prairie du Chien where Black Hawk and
The Prophet were delivered to U.S. Indian
Agent, Gen. Joseph Street. Attired iIn
resplendent white deerskin clothing provided
by the Ho-ChunEk. Black Hawk formally
surrendered to Gen. Street on August 27, 1832,
and was briefly Imprisoned at Fort Crawford
under the command of Col. Zachary Tavlor.
Lt. Jefferson Davis was charged with trans-
porting Black HawKk to Jefferson Barracks
in St.Louls and Black Hawk was Imprisoned
there until the following spring when
President Andrew Jackson ordered his release.

Eracted 1999




THE FAMILY .

MUCK-A-TAY MICH-E-EAW-KAIE,
THE BLACK HAWE.
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ALAZINE. 111
P his rerent pursnite. Y No™ said the Black Hawk, ap-
wrently indignant at the proposal, “no spear for me ! |
ave [arover done with speans I

It nay not be amiss here (o relate an wncedote of
Nah-pupe, another Sauk chief, notorious for his hiter,
implacable, and unforgiving batred of the white Ameri-
cuns.  This chicel {who was also a prisoner st Jefloraun
harmeka) it wis decred necessary to confing inchalns.
The painter alwyve spoken of, whes aboiul 0 comnnencs
the likeness of Nah-pope, asked liie i he ¢hoso ta have
Iiiw g (s the laek Hawle had done) representod T —
Whee el wtosspeyl down, took up his chain, wound i
runtend iz arm, wond ol i two o three Gimes violent-
Iy % There,™ sl e, B point that ! and et the - S pieri-
eans sce that they hove E\'nh- pe—n prisoner, anil in
irong M The commanding nﬂjl::‘;r {Qeners] Atkinin)
answered that there could not be the smallest objection
to this, =0 thnt thnrpnirxler also placed in the other hamd
a represenintion of the scalps of women and eliildren
taken by him Juring tlie war.

The Black Tlawk s {or was) the chicel of o baml of
Bauks and Foxes, consisting of about four hundred war-
riure, and previonsly to the eession of the country, resi-
ding on 1he TLock river, about thres miles fromits mouth,
This |nnd was, in 1521, sold by the Indians to the Amer-
jeans, with the onderstanding that the Indians were to
be sulfered to remain there until the land was placed in
market by the Ameriean government. In 1820 or 31,
the lapd was sold o individuals whe settled on i, and
the Indians |oft itand moved acrops the Mississippl, In
1541, they meerosscd amd ailempted 1o rotnke possession
ol thet =site of thelr old villagre and corn-fiel ds—eommit-
ted puany nets of violenee ool insolence, and were only
preevenited [P deipg much mischiel, by the movement
vl Gvnernl Gaings and nmilitary forge to the spot. This
diffivuliy wais seicled, by the Tndians aguin signing a
erenly i Juldy, 1584 ot Rock-Islnnd, onz article of which
i3, that they would never, on any pretext, recross the
Mizsissippl ngnin, witheut the consentofthegovernment
of [Hinwis nud e President of the Upited States. In
violativn of (lis, the Sauks nttacked the Menomines at
Pralrfe des Chivns in the fll of 1831 ond reflused to sur-
render the aggressors—and Gnally, after atlempting in
vaiti to induee every other Indinn nation to join them in
a war of extermination sgainst the Americans, asserting
it the Boglish had promised to join the Indians, they
resolved to roimence Ihe war themselves,  "This they
did, by invading our eonntry in April, 1832, in numbers,
seven or cight hundred warriors, hended by the Black
chiare; ol e seaee oot by Were.pe gaaion, (e
ehiefs ; nnd they were nw: -2 e
'W'iun:'buxo ?rn{uhu'ﬁ with his band, after crossing.—
Generl Atkinson, the officer commanding our troups,
aftermildly bot positively orging their immediniereturn,
ani teceiving nothing but outrageously twunting and in-
solent messages in roturn, advanced on the Indinns.—
The eampaign wes an excesdingly anduoos one, huot
was ed amidst many difliculties, with the we-
most perseverance, energy, and skill. The indiane being
ull well mounted and nrmed, were ennbled o scalier
their war ies over the country, by which menns the
succeeded fn destroying many Tives and dolng muc
mischiel—breaking op the settlements, nnd killing whole
roads, nnd cutting ofl travel lera

thelr neighbour . After

1 ng
families—wnyla the
—until lh_l_,lm;u'lﬂdu.

the country north of R:::

::ﬂi"'i“ﬂ:? th'ilr-ulh hdgm
greal Ermy
munramn::‘mu . ; S
sippi, opposite 1he mouw m river,
the 2d of A 1832,  The Has

the i aﬁu_ﬂﬂ
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MUSEUM OF MEDICAL PROGESS
Auvg. 1%,1974--Plague Dedication

It is fitting that we pause from time to ime and reflect on the march of time, We stand on hallowed ground.,.
first sighted by Fr. Marquette and Jollist on a June day 501 years ago . Here, in the vears trom 1829 to 1332, the
U1.8. Army built Fort Cravford IT with military bospital attached.

Attracted to tlus trontier post were many voung men, who would later gam fame.

One of these voung men was UUS armiy surgeon Dr. Wilbam Beaumont, He was once called to treat a vovageur
at Mackinac, who received a shiot in the stomach and was believed near death. Under the skillful treamment

of Dr. Beaumont, the patient Alexis St. Martin, recoverad. The hole in the stomach of 5t. Martin never
completely closed. This stomach entry afforded Dr. Beaumeont an oppotiunity for experiments, and frons these
studies Dr. Beaumont established the basis for the science of physiclogy.

In 1833, Dr. Beaumont began writing his famous book called,

"EXPERIMENTS and Observations on the Gastric JUICE and the PHYSIOLOGY of DIGESTION." It
proved a remarkable contribution to medicine. Few of Beaumont's findings bave been overturned, most are still
applicable today.

Forty-gight years later, the year 1871, Prare du Chien became the birthplace of Walter B. Cannon, who was to
become Beanmont's successor the second greatest physiologist m Amenca.

Ever vigilant in the preservation of cur rich history heritage, the fort Crawford Chapter of the Daughter of 1he
American Revolution purchased the mins of Fort Crawtoed IT Hospital in 1921 from Will Graves at a modest
Cost.

In 1934, during the depths of the depression, the DL AR, deeded the property to the City of Prairie du Chien, s0
restoration work could be started under WPA grant. After substantial progress. the project was terminated by
lzgal obstruction. In 1943, a group of local citizens formed the Dr. Beaumont Memorial Inc. and the D AR,
deeded the fort property to the State Medical Society of Wisconsin. They completed the hospital building,
installed displays and in 1960, opened the MUSEUM OF MEDICAL PROGRESS to the public. Two years later
the STOVALL HALL OF HEALTH was added.

Many people, women as well as men, have freely given of their tine and resources to create this LIVING
MEMORIAL. The D.AR. ments our gratitude for preserving this historic site. And, we will remembet the
members of the Beaumont Memorial tort for their reconstruction efforts, and their wisdom in memonalizing
Beaumont's contribution to world medicine.

We must be ever mindful that the past 15 the prologus to the fiture

MJ Dryrudime
Aungust 18, 1974
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Whe reeas, When It begsme apparent In mid-1941 that the continued
restarsilon ol the Secoml Fort COrawlord Hospital was in jecpardy,
Martinas J. Dyrud and a group af Prairle do Chla s clvie lesders,
physlclans, mad pihers esfabllshed & nonpraflll organlastion kvown as the
Dr. Willlam e swnonl Momarisl Foundstlon jo ralse fonds end develop
exhiblie lo & resiared Hulpl.l..ll muss wm Lo commemorile the I.lnlqul
cantrlbution of this great Amarican physlologlet; now, therefors, b |t

RESOLVEN, That the Doard of the State Medlcal Soclety and the
Doard of i Charitable., Educatlonsl and Sclentifle Foundsiloa jolntly
express o Martious J. Dyrud thelr grest appreclation for his losplring
and dedicated elforie to compiete the restoration of this National Historic
Landmark &s a {ittlag Amafican medicil shelns.

Thank you, Me., Dyrud, [ar bringlng this proud recogaltion of
enodicine's herliage o tha atiention af the prolession and the public,

Adopled by these Boards, July 17, 1982,

A4 A2

Chalrman of Board
Attent: State Medical Soclety of Wlicoosla

-~
-k ?E., lai . ,.,......-E mi
&::E.nr;r PHE eide ﬂl*{hl table, Edecatlonal

aml Selentific Foundstion, Ine.
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Dir. William Beaumont
citca 1821

Dr. Whlliam Beaumont
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Alexis St Martin
81 years of age
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Pearling in Wisconsin
by M. J. Dyrud

It i theilline to find a pear] in a clam shell,
I had that exhilarating experience a a liole
bov., when | discovered o small, blue pearl
with irideecont doloring on the Liltle Swgas
River in zoothern Wisconsin, pear  Albuny,
With n shout, | announeed my good fortane.
Shartly alerwards, Fd Kittelsan, a pearl
buaver, told e interesting taled of o trader’s
tuck: and profit

Forly vears later in Praive du Chien, 1
learned that wv exprerionce nuchied the fad-
inig e of w eolorlyl erd in Wiseonsin history.
This cily, mt the juoction of the Wiscons=in
anil Himi_-_-upw Miyvers. onee wis cotdidered
the *Pearl Capital™ of Wikorsin, Fach sum-
mer thopsands of prospeetors gathered in this
arein W dig clams in the upper reaches of the
YFather of Waters,” Each sought 1o wrest {rom
nature o hidden troasure in pearks

Drame Fashion vshored in this exdiling pe
il dhiring the last decade of the nineteenth
contury when women songh |1t'-:H'|- withy the
aamie avid desire that Tater motivated their
longings for mink comts.

The humble start appears in have oeeureed
om the ';lulgur River, when Dunde and Upmeyver
Company in Milwaukee offered Gishermen al
tractive prices for pearls - found in clam baic
Wisions of fortunes quickly blossomed in many
minds. Tales of eazy money prompted explora.

189

ton of (he clam beds of the Pecatoniea and
Rovk rivers: and then extended into the mighiy
Misslssippi. The seemingly ineshausgible clam
Ilrﬂg of the L PF",-.I nlliﬁﬁrlﬁsifll'ri_ ]Ifﬂlllgh‘l dri e
HIJ'\ ||[ fl::rllllin- i1|_|r|.l11I=~.

In the summer clammess’ lenls lined the
Mizsissippi River shore, An enterprizing Prai-
tie di Chien grocer opealid 8 slore launeh.
delivering food and svpplies o river costome
ers, Thi= service was welcomed by the river
mien, whe were up al dawn and worked Ll
dugk, vaking vlums inte their Boats after each
Hoating pass across the submerzed tlam beds

Misssgippi Hiver procedure was cleverly
copeetved I.!hn:llll.'l]l't'l'. Fark operalii fiaad
& clam boat, fat bottomed, with sloping prow
and stern, From the sidesof the boat, the
clammier threw out iz “erowbarg,”  These
wirpe small rods fitted with short lines 10 which
were oltoched many small peappling hooke.
As the hooks dragged the mud bottom of the
clam beds. they eought ju the open shells of
the ferding cloms or misgels, The olams e
acted by closing (heir shells, actually hooking
uiito the clammer's linos. These crinwhars then
wire laid straddle a rack 0 the boagl and the
|'|.|irn;-' |v|'HII|'.|,-|J_ _r‘l;g._lill i “ul,lrlﬁf:' L'uﬂ,s_-' Was
mache over the clane beds,

How different from my hovhood experience
with my uncles along the Lintle Sugay river

Mt pildhae Fank wad Cower i Faoregronmt
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WISCOARIN MAGAZINE OF TETOWY

on grandlather's form! Then, we would rall
up our pamts legs and feel for the clams with
our fect, We would reach down, piek up the
shell, and tose 1t over on the bank, Liter we
would eul the shelk-opes with a knife. This
wie hard work and olten exasperating, for
the muscle hinge of the clam is very strong
and the shells difficalt 1o pry apen,

The Mississippi River climmers had an
casier way, They called it the “Hoil Our”
Water was heated in a large couldron, the
clamis lossed in god steamed, This opened the
shell wide so that the meat oould be shaken
eut and inspected for pearls

Thunks to the vision of J. F. Bocpple of
Muscatine, lown, the peatl bution industry
awon thrived, Small eylinders: wore: firl cul
out of the shells with tobular saws. These
were then split into dises, which were shaped
|J}' aatedl tood, deilled with holes, and funu“:.-
pulished with rottenstone and soft soap,

Clam shells. sold o button factories, afforded
bread and butter ineome for the elommers,
Dhring good vears abowt 35,000 tons of shellz,
niggerheads and others, largely obtained from
the Mississippl between Cuiney, lincis, and
La Crosse, Wisconsin, were =old annually,

arivg: 105

However, it was the pearls that provided the
dominunt lure, the speculative uree,

For people with inguisitive minds; natore
stores her hidden tressures in g VETY |1.13!'i1.'u|
manner, Sgill. the E.'u."al'!-hid'tl]g paltern ix eluho-
rate and inteiguingly difficole o reconstruet.
The mussels or clams vary in size, in shape,
and in color, Certain shell types yvield the more
valuable pearls, The color of freshowater pearl
marches the interior eolor of the motharof.
prearl shell. Nature is o skillful decorator,

"Washboard™ clams generally have pink
tinted pearle, as do the “wavy-back™ clams,
“Three rdged” cloms wsoally vield colored
pearls in shades of blue, green, and lavender.
The shells we ealled “niggerheads™ have ir-
dezeent pearts, which age white gems with
shifting tones of pink and blue. From the
“muckel” come fine pink pearls, Troy “sand-
shells often salmon colored or 2almon pink
pearls. Some days ear cundown, vou will cee
these intriguing color tones in the sky, or in
the elowds, as the seiting sun fBings itz last
ehafls of light meross the horizon. From the
“lady-finges™ clams, whose mother-of-pearl s
aften slate colored, |Jrrim[.v= bluish-black. come
the priged black pearls. These black pearls

Clom Bonts an” Cows Having g Leisurely Time of I, Heee dhe Placid Me:
andering. Mississippl {y Fioced of “Loderiown,” Lookisg Seinth.
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DYHUN & PEARLING 1N WISCONSN

hive Homes dancing i:idt‘sl:'l:uil:l.', suntetimes
blue; frequently violel, but alwaye u delight
ter the eye,

Pearls are o malformation within the clum,
originating when o foreipn substanee eners
the pearlbesring flm or mintle covering (he
inner shell, The clam tries W0 (solate the in-
truder by making a prer] naere deposit aroumd
it, at the same time & new pear] laver is placed
on thee shell. Pearl huntere look for domaged
ot deformed shelle, for these are moa likely
to yicld pearls.

Jahn Peacock. now |rn':-i.i!l'|ll of the Prairie
City Bank in Proairie du Chien, has been o
pear] buyer for Gfty-Toor years. He lived and
loved this.colorful perisd. Even today he may
reach into his inner egat pocket and withdraw
a tissue paper fold, so typical of a penel buyer,
aml show yom interesting [.u:aﬂs with their
delicate opalescent colors.

1 was fascinated w learm aboot the Bigges)
fresh-water pesrl Mr. Peacock ever handled,
It wie the “Genoa Pearl,” from the [amous
bied at Genon, Wisconsin, and was found by
Willie Hastings, Tt was nut-sized. found in
1903 and weighed 210 praine® Measuring

140" in dinmeter, this pear] was too big for
any gem use. Mro Pedcock pointed out that
this huge pearl was onfy good s o collecror's.
gpecimen. As @ matier of fact, it now graces
an English pearl collection. Mr. Peneock: sold
lh:b |.|E"ﬂ_|‘] f“r n‘] .Em. |Eﬁ- IJ.'LEIL J.'lﬂ l'{‘jf'l:i'.'l:l‘.l
for many smaller pearls; but it s6ll looms Terge
in his keen memory @8 the lorgest Tresiewater,
quility pear] he ever came gcross,

Another story from our dean of pearl buy-
erE deserves rr.‘i:rl.iliun. One 1";':‘1‘]ng o apolier
Frivtd calleed M. Peadock Feom Harpers Farry,
Lown, reporting a fine pearl found by a com-
mercial ficherman and urging Peacock 1o come
al ance. Mr, Peseock wrvived late in the night
and made his appraisal by lantern light. Here
was a 4215 prain iridescent besuty. 1t seemed
thar all of the colors in the minbow danced
seiductively in this gem, “Never belore or since
huve | seen & finer eoloring.” recalls Mr. Pea-
vock. "I knew it wig a fine pearl bot 1 wae
not snre how much 1 should give this map. 1
paigd him $1.500, the largest amount T had

*Paprls are cold by o speeln] unit of weight called
the penrl pruin. Four pearl grains equal one ot

A Missizsipg Claramer o Bie Bone wdth Clonming Eguipment, Two Miles Sonth
uf Prorie do Chien, Mefaregar, Town, Sem in .ﬂ::rk}:’ruanul'.
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Lo by e ppilte of Wamarine, Fowa, b Gomasgdered i
“Feghr™ of the Praed Buiton MWesifoet g Teidunery,
Hewin it the MWasdawppd wlsirai 001, Bhivrvy
Berd - Holds the Bedaron,  Phajy  Token wd Newpors,
I'rhsirasin

Hir

eyer paid Jor & pearl up te thot time, | think
it wis Lhe finest |:|'al'[ I have ever aoen, ol
though later | paad more morey lor others™

This fem was lenawi as the *lzmal Panrl.™
eemed for the man who found it Mr, Teacock
was now the owner, and 58 he prowdly corried
it in hi= |--||'1:fll. the ‘wem sepmad o induce a
tingling sensation in his bedy, a reflection of
his ]|||I;'T PR el Ol 1o Chicnpn e weiil,
where, with a hamp welling up in his thoomi,
bt nearly chioked geating oul his 35000 asking
price ‘before & fine Az dealer, The dealer
hoaght the pesrl and told B loter thar he
had-sold it 16 8 New York buyer for 10,000,
The Chivugo mun wofd Peacock o call on this
New York buyer the next time he was thers,
Mr. Peacock did. The New York buver re
tovin bsered ghie |||'._'||| el =kl D Dyaed saaleld Jroim
Enslond oc #20.0000,

A few pearl buyers l!f'\l'llhl.'i'll n skl for
peeling, skinming, and H-I.I.n.l||'i.llj. prarls, These
men wiere [ew and for between, for the work
was exieling, every aftempl a pamble with
unkoowns, bt then the rewands were Jli.-:;_lL.
To buy a penrl for 8500, peel it and esell i
Tor 81 500 back to the same desles ]_r!-::-'-;llll [

102

rewarding samble for Jolin Peacock and s
T groug of men;

From 90 to 1929, freshwater pearls en
joyel a beand and thriving mavket. Praire du
Chien i the narth and Nowporl, Arkansos
in the Sauth were the |||':irt venters, |:||:,.-.~ra-
fromt all over the world visited thess foreal
pointz Proivie do Chien buyers Included Toho
Peovock, B0 O Heide, Fraok Hored, Bl
Moore, mnd Ed Mermer, W, H. . Elwell in
MeGrermar, Town, alsn hourht hore: Oibes Wis
tomsin buvers incuded Bd Kitelsan, Thuman
of Albary, maid Young of Brodhead,

While arean peark frvm UCevlan, the Per
stim Gulf, and ihe Polynesian Telands wers
un the market for centunes, there was a time
whett the enchantng colam of Wieonsin fresh
walet pearls capiered world attention,

This v was disrupted by o talenied Japa:
s seienli=t named Kokiehn Mikimota,. He
died recently a1 the age of ninety-theee, 1 be.
leve,  Just ihe turn of the century
Mikimoto developed coltured pearls. His firs
pearks lacked quality, but seon the quality im-
|'J'4l'||.'h] wed Mikimseste™s cultuwned |.l|.'u||.-- ||r:||:]3.
deglrmyved the market for naloral pearls,

Wisconzin pearling nover recoversl [rom
this: rude shock. Bw the memories of thi=
1.=I1il|lll'- |-rrin-] harlid a rapli ating charm, which
will be Jong remembered in Badger hisiory,

END

Ii'[il“'

DM You Hhiss It?

The anmouncement which appeared
in the aulumn Wisconsin Magoesine
of History stating that the tenyear
Muagasine index wos off 1he pross
Capies are moving, but some of you
huve deloyved to request yours, The
price is only B350, Those of vou
who already have aceumulated
Muagasines throush 1952 veally are
limiting the useluluess of your ref-
erenee librarvies, There are 159
dges of closely printed entries.
inding extr-durable.

Staie Historical Socicly
Bl1h Siale Sirect
Mailison
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Pontoon Bridges

A..One of the very interesting sights in Praitie du Chign, are the two pontoon bridges of Mihwankee Railroad
across the Mississippi. These are the oldest pontoon bridges in America. This type of bridge was invented here
in Prainie du Chien, by Lawler and lus engineer Spetel. They are famous but we could show them off very well
and I don't thimk 1t would be necessary to raise any money locally.

{13 Get a request for the marker started mto the Histonical Society so the Conservation Conmmnssion
can be authorized 10 erect these markers. Just now they are locking for real historic markers to
tstall,

{2) Get the State Highway Conmmnission to fill in places on the island between the two Mississippi
river bridges, so there would be a drive out, next to and south of the present road. Then at either
end of the island have these markers. Then tourists could pull out, read the history of the pontoon
bridge spans, enjoy a few minutes of contemplation beside the mighty Mississippi, the father of
waters, before they continue their journey.

Q.. How would we get the drive oum?

A We would have to get the oity and county working on the state lighvway comnussion to make this il and
arcange the drive out. Geg, that sounds like and excellent project.

Q. It sure 15, at this spot the State Conservation Comumission would stand the cost of the markers and I feel sure
our committes would approve these markers.

Q. You mean, if we organize the campaign locally, no one i Praitie du Chien will have to raise any money?
A That is right, with an organization and pressure, we could get the State Highway Commission to make the
fill at either end of the island on the south side and then the Conservation Commission would put out the
historic markers for the Pontoon Bridgs.

(). Now there you have a really sweet deal. Why hasn't someone done that already?

A..I guess. no one has thought of it before. Then too, it was just last fall that the State took over the Bridze and
made it free.

Q.. Why doesn't some grovp get going on this?

A I have supgested it to Kiwanis.

Q..Fine, they ot some other group will probably be working on it soon. Thope so.

(). What else do you have for us today?

A Walt, did vou read the story in the Courier about Raymond Larviers, man 51 vears old. living in

Mimnmeapolis, but born in Prairie du Chien who had been married 55 times and now wants to settle down and be
married once morg for good?

Q... Yes, [ could hardly believe the story.
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Pontoon Bridge
cirea 1874

A 242 Largest Ponloon Bridge In the U, 5. Scens at the Tri Cities, North and
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Pontoon Reailroad Bridge, between Praivie du Chien, Wisconsin anel Morquette, Jowa
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Suspension and Reilroad Pomtoon bridees bemween ﬂrqw.'.r-:*. lowa Prairic du Chien, Wisconsin
Floating Diraw-bridge was butlt in 1874 by the Prairie du Chien and MeGregor Railroad Company
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The WISCONSIN RIVER empties into the MISSISSIPPI RIVER alongside using Park,

Wiscomsin and acrass from Pike s Peak Siare Park, MoGregor, fowa.
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Meeting of Wiscansin and Mississippi Rivers
Franz Holzlhuber
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Mouth of the Mis#issippi River
Henrp Lowis
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Prairie du Chien’s Oldest Log House
Location August 1986: NW corner of South Beaumont Road and Wisconsin Streets,

This old building was a familiar sight on South Church Street. less than a block from Bluff Street, until three
years ago. '

It was built in 1817 and was used until the early 60’s as a “factory” which was the government’s early
designation for what we know as a store,

Here Indians bartered furs for ammunition, beads and whiskey. It was the home of many families in the 102
years, which it stood. It was plastered on the inside onto the logs. The lime for the plaster was burned from clam
shalls | |

In the late 1980's Paul Schmidt owned this location as a part of his Ford Agency.
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This is an old Rambler and believed to have belonged to Dr, Steiger
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“The i??}stlﬁassmger train arrived in Prairie du Chien in April 1857




Maiden run of Mississippi Railroad from Madison

Frarm Hiskalhulier



