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SURVEYING IN WISCONSIN, IN 1837.

EY PRANELIN EATHHWATY.'

My uncls, Foshun Hatheway, came out from the East in
1538 or 1834, being ithen sseociated with the late Albert G.
Ellis, a8 o surveyor. In the sarly summer of 1885, he went
o Washington, and secured a contract from the goneral
land office fo survey snd subdivide into seetions, townehips
Noa. 1, B, 3, N, yanges 20, 21, 39, 29, E,, in the oxtrame
sontheast corner of what is now Wisconsin — but then, a
partof Michizan Territory. Omneortwo families had located
at the mouth of Pike Creek (now the City of Kenosha), and
porhaps a dozen families at the mouth of Root River (now
Eacipe); but besides these few residents on the lake shore,
theve was not a single farmer or farm Bouse in the entirs

‘Frackiin Oatheway, author of thia sketch, was born 2t Fowms, Oneida
Conaty, N. X, July 18, 1E18, of Vermont parents. His great-grapdinther,
Bimeon Hathewsy, fought, together with his seven song, under Genmersd
Hinrlr in the battle of Beaningtom. ILatar in the war, one of thess sens,
Joghua {grapdfather of our author), was ene of the ' Green Mountsin
Eoys ' under Ethan Aling, and saw much active servins after the war, ha
exiered Taie Collsge and graduated therefrom In 1787, Removiog in 1765
to Fort Stanwix (now Rome, N, T.), he was electad Argt tragaurer of Opoida
County, and way postmactsr at Bomes from 1908 to 18838, Droring the Wer -
of 1815%-16, he waa in the military service, and sk ona Hmes was commanc-
ant ot Backett's Harbor. By appointment from Gov. DaW ikt Clinfon, he
was tha flrat t0 break grovnd for the Kris Canal (July 4, 1817). s wifs
waa & daughter of John Hamnes Loed, of Hartford, Conn., 8 jinsal de
acandant of the Joho Heaynea who was governor of Massachusatis in 1655,
and Jater goverpor of Clonmecticnt (ab intervals between 1689 spd 1638).
The pldest son of Joshna was the fathar of cur guther; for many pascy he
wag goe of the leading merchants of Bome, and gucoesded hiy ather ax
poelmagter, holding office from 1823 to 1849; Le waa alac treastrar of Omalda
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(From photograph taken upon his eightieth birthday,)
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distriet. It was arranged to put two surveying parties in
the fleld;—one led by Mr. Hatheway, and the other by
John Hanister {afterwards a prominent eitizen of Fond duw
Lacy. The entire party — numbering with the cook and
the packer ten men, of whom § was one-—were to cceupy
one tent during the progress of the work. We left Mil-
watkes on Chrisimas Day (1825}, on foot, and bafore the end
of the year were actively at work., Two months suficed
to completa the survey; about the first of March, 1886, s
porticn of the party was dismissed, and the others spent
shout & month in surveying and laying out the future city
of Recine, under the lead of David Giddings, who was &
meamber of the Territorial house of representatives {1840-42),
and later » member of the firet constitutional ¢onvention.
Mr. Giddings now ovms aud lives on the celebrated " Macy *
Inrm of 400 acres, near Fond du Lac, the only known sor-
vivor (March, 1898), except tha writer, of those surveying
parties,. We thern returned to Milwaulee, nnd spent the
summer in laying ont several additions to the village eite;
the most promiogot being “ Walker's Point Addition,” on
the south bank of Menomonee River, from its junction with
the Milwankee River westward, for half a mile or more.

Crounty for tan yearg, In Ovtober, 1817, he married Zeyuish Cleveland,
whosa tather was a Lrother of the grandfather of ex-Pragldent Cleveland.
Their son Franlklin firgt csme t9 Wiscongin when 17 yeara of age (Sagwet,
1535), in eompany with bis wncls, Joshue Hatheway., Landing in Gresn
Bay, ihay were present durlog the great gpovernment laod sale thers, o
Beptember. Feturning o Rows in Tulr, 1636, Franklic way st once so-
gaged on gurveys ot the Genessee Valley Caral. The summer of 1857 he
apent as refnted in kia sketeh below., Upgon completing his work at Madi-
aon and Green Bay, he returoed to Rome ¥o recuperate his heaith, spand-
ing the following wintar and spring in his Fathar's store and io the prinei--
pal chargs of the Rome post-office.  In Aognat, 1838, he commenesd works
in the epginesriog corps of the Utica & Syracuss Railroad; eod June 27,
1534, went to Syracuse upon the firat train of care to pass through central
New York, Io the spring of 1843, he returoed to Milwaukes, forming &
renl-estate partnerehip with his unels, Joshua Hatheway, which continued
until the autnmn of 1845; he then spant & year and & half at Clevelaod, s
& banlt oflcial, aod o the spring of 1847 was called to Chicagn, where ha
has aince rasided.— En,
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In this work we were assisted by Daniel Wells, Jr. {now
of Milwaukee), 20d having found = small, deserted log hut
standing oo the extreme point where the iwo rivars met,
we ook possesaion; it was the only babitaiion in the entfire
gubdirision. :

1 spant the following winter at my Eastern home, with
my parsots, but again tarned my etaps westward in the
spring of 1837, and landed at Green Bay. After a few
weelks, [ joined my uncla in Milwanlkes, where I had tempo-
rary work in fitting and joining together the sheets which
compose the firat map ot the Territory of Wisconsln, and
writing in the names of the several counties. It seems that
when the map was epgraved, the names and boundaries of
the epuntias had not heen legally estabhlished: or, that the
engravers had omitted an important part of their worl,
which it hacame necsssary to supply; and a0 this work of
completing the map came to my hand.!

While thus engaged, I learned that James :Duane Daty
(afterwards Territorial goveroor}, who was then living as
Greon Bay, desired to sngage a survayor to lay out the

_eity of Madison, whick the Territorial Legisiature had, at
Itz recent eession, deslgnated as the futurs capltal. I de-
cided i0 return to the Bay and apply for the job, and
was informed that the county surveyers from Brown County
and from Mineral Point* had bath attempted o da the worle,
pud were, for some cause not known to me, obliged to shan-
don it. This did not prevent me from msking personal
application fo Mr, Doiy, as 1 had a good compass aad
thought T kmew how to use it He evidently thought that
my youth snd inexperiente precluded all hope af zuccess,
where older and wiser hesds had failed; but I flnally se-

1 Popagraphleal Map of Wisconsin Territery, publishesd by Hamusl Mor-
risgon and Eliaha Diwalle, of the surveror general's office, Cinoinnatl, avd
Joebiua Hatheway, of Milwsukes, 1837, This map smbraces caoly the lands
aouth and east of Wiscopaln and Fox rivess —all that had, up to that
tlwae, been purchassd from the Indians.— En.

t Memen M. Btrong oran the Minaral Pojnt surveyor, See Wis, Hisd, Colis.e
x, pp. 8588, for the atory of Liz experiences.— o,
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cured from him the Pﬁ?il&g& of &H-B‘mpﬁng the survey oo
oondition that, in case of failure io complate if, T should
maks no charge for my time or exponses.

My arrangements for the journey were seon completed,
and I started on horseback, with only a change of under-
wear in my saddle-bag, and compass on my srm, for the
fcens of my foture labers,  The only route open for traval
was the mllitary road to Fort Winnebago, possing sronnd
the esst and south sides of Lalke Winnebago, and following
the general conrse of the Upper Fox River, to the fort:
thente by the Mineral Point road south, 4o about the lati-
tude of Fourth Lake; thence eass across the country, to the
gite of the future caplial. This journey— parily slone, oo
horseback, and from the Brothertown Reservation to Fors
Winnebago, about elghty miles on foot, with two Indian
boys to carry provisions, blankets, efe.— occupled & full
week,

Execluding the improvements oo the reservatiom, there
wora but two honses between DePare and Fort Winne-
bago — one &t Wrighistown, sanother 46 F'ond de Lac. A few
milee aat of the fort we passed = love man plowing with
a span of horses; his coverad wagon, io which he slept,
standing by tha roadside. He had located on tha north side
©of the road, in the open prairie, spd was probably the frst
farmer to bresk ground west of Lake Winnebago.

On teaching the site of Madison, the fizst week wes spant
in loosating and establishing the section lines that meet and
¢rogs in the center of the Capitol Park and fcllow the
streats and avenves that diverge from lis four corners.
Trom these lines as a base, the sides of the squars, and
thelr exact location and langth, wers fo bedetermined ; upon
their aceuracy, all the werk of the survey depended, and
in the prosecution of this preliminary work I met with the
same difficulty that had bafiled the skill of the old county
surveyors. After exhausiing every expsdient at my com-
mend, in fruitless efforts to run a straight line with thea
compass, I was forced to the conclusion that W could not
be dome; for repeated trials made with the uimost care, on a



394 WISCONSIN HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS. [\FDL X,

north-gnd-gonth live, showed that lines ran on the same
course, a6 indicated by the needle, crossed each other at
every attempt. It was suppoeed that local maguetic at-
iraction of some sort deflected the needls at various poluts,
and prevented its normal sction, and it therefore eguld net
be depanded upon for aconrate work. I was convinced that,
unlass some means could be found o neutralize the effects
thug produced, the work eould not g¢ on; and that for want
of the requisite knowledge and slkill, and proper instru-
menis, I wonld be compelled t¢ seore anoiher failura.

There was, at that time, a gang of masons and stone-
outters on the ground, at work getting out material for the
foundation of the capitol, which was to occupy the center
of the park. The precise location of this center was yei
to be determined fvem the boundary lines, which were first
o be aecurataly and definitely eatablished by the surveyor:
for this reason, my failure was certain to emhbarrass and
delay, and perhaps stop, their work, and cause loss to the
soniractors ss well

It war thetefors with & heavy heatt that T reported to the
aommissioner in charge, Augusius A. Bird, my inability to
mala the survey, sud my intention to start for Green Bay
on the following day. While explaining to him the obsta-
¢les in my way, it fortfunately happened that & iraveller
who had stoppad st our boardiog house for the night, on his
way actoss the country, heard our converaation; at its con-
¢lusion, he approached me, and, esking & few questiona
relative to the work in hand, suggested a mode of operd-
tion which at once seemed 40 remove all dificoliies. It
would take too much time and space to explain in detail
the modus operandi; suffice it fo say, that the plan recom-
mended was adopted, was entirely suecessful, and proved
to be 50 accurate that, as the work progressed, any error
in eonrse or distance was at once discovered and corrvected.
The next morning, the traveller (whose name I did not
learn) resumead his jonrney, aod 1 never again saw him.
With a cheerful, thankful heart, I began cperations in the
field, and hefora the npoon hour arrived had the boundary
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lines of the Capitol Park located and stalked out, and my
work fairly started.

Soon after this, the pestmaster, Joho Oatlin, was suddenly
called to New York, mnd it became necessacy for him to
appoint & deputy to sot during his absence. Having served
in that capacity under my father, in my native town, I was
familiar with the laws and regulations of {he post-office de-
partment, so I was duly appointed, snd found no diffeulty
in condustivg the afairs of the office during Catlin’s pro-
tracted absence. AsInow remember, we had mails brought
on horeeback from Milwaunlkes, Minoral Peint, ard Greea
Bay, once or twice a week. The post-offica consisted of a
small case of pigeon heles, closed by doors, standing cn
obe end of the counter, in the only store then In operation,
This wes astora, saloon, and post-office, all in one, and was
the lounging plase of the workomen after finishing the day’s
labor., The building, & one-siory frame, without lath o=
plaster, was, as 1 afterwards learnad, built and ocwned by
Simeon Mills, and was one of the four buildings then staod.
ing — the other three heing: a log house south of the parlk,
near the bank of Third Lake; a lsrge oha-and-a-half siory
frame bowrding house and tavernm, the entire upper floor
being one bare room, with rows of beds on gach side, under
the eaves, snd a passage-way through the middle, barely
high enovgh to aflow & man to stand arset; and a small
frame office, for the use of Commissioner Bird; these com-
prisad all the improvements of whichk Madison could then
boust,

The ground between Third and Fourth lakes was covered
with & moderately heavy growth of fimber, and ap under-
_gvoreth of haze] and other bushes, quite dense In soma places.
In proceeding with the survey, it became necessary to clear
away every thihg that obsfructed the sight along the linas
to be located azd messured; 5o that the work required much
mote time 0 complete than would have been necessary on
an open prairie; but nothing cccurred to check our preog-
ress until the ares covered by the plat given me to work
from had ell been surveyed and properiy stalred off.
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It was ahout Saptomber 15 when T finished this work, and
commenced to explore the eouniry lying between Madison
and the he&d of Lalte Winnebago, a distance of about sizty-
five miles, through an unknown agd uninbabited region.
Govarnor Doty and his associates were anxious to avoid the
long detour via Fort Winnebago, to reach the capital from
the north, and engaged me to examine the GOURITY along
the most direct route between thoss points, and report on
the feasibility of opening 8 wagon road across the interven-
ing country. Accordingly, I purchased an Indian pony,
aad placing my saddie-bags, blankets, and provisiens oa
bis bael, struck out with my two assistants. We took a
northeasterly courze, and soon reached the open prairie, _
which was dosted here and there with groves of burr cak, in
the distance resombling cultivated orehards. Tha country
through which we passed was ehiefly a high, rolling prai-
rie, having a rich s0il, covered with rapk vegetation, buk
destitute of living streams. A long, hot snmmer had dried
up the slonghe and tha few water-courses that erossed gur
path, and we suffered severely from thirst. The first night
oub, we camped in & thickes of hazel bushes, and after dark
moistened our parched throats with dew gathered from the
leaves. OQur provisions, consisting of rusty pork and hard
tack, ware bad enongh, but the bast then to be kad in Madi-
gon; finding wothing better than stagnant water to driol,
only added to our discomfort.

Cn the sfternoon of the second day, having reached the
vicinity of Fox Lake, 1 was taken violently ill, and for a
fow hours doubted whether I should aver get up again; but
towarde noon of the next day, I mounted my horss, and
talring a westerly course, alter six or eight hours travel we
reached Fort Winnebage just at night fall. Here I found
& haarty weleome in the comiortable quarters of Lieut. Will-
iam Root® (a son of Gen. Erasius Root, of New York) and
&ll needful attention and restorativen; but lacking strength
to contipne the work in hand, the next day 1 seni my two
men with the horse to Green Bay, there to await my ar-

101 the Gth Regiment— ED.
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rival, and aceepted an Invitation given me by the surgeon
of the post, t0 accompany him on a trip down the Fox River
by boat.

Two Maclrinas boats, laden with fors for the Ameriosn
Fur Co., were hourly expeeted from the T'pper Wisconsin
River, and similar boats were lying in Fox River, oppo-
gite the fort, waiting to receive their cargoes: these had
to be transferred on the backs of Indisna and half-breeds,
over & land portage about a mile and w guarter in length.
Several days were consumed in thiswork ; but sfter a weelt's
aojourn &t the fort as the guesf of Lisutenant Eoot, T want on
board one of tha boats, with the surgeon, and fwo goldiera
detailed to serve him on his jounrrey, and we were soon
floating lazily down the river. '

From Portege to Lake Winnebago the river wound its
tortuous way through broad rice marshes, which in many
places extendad as far as the eye could reach on either gida;
but oeeagionally the ehannel rap close to high poinfs of
land that jutted info the marshy waste. No habliations
were s¢en ay any place on its banks, but myriads of black-
birds fed on the wild rice, and numberless dacks and geeswe
covered the open waters.

Paaging from the river inte Lake Winnebago, at the site
of the [uture cify of Oshlosh, —then covered with a heavy
growth of timber and uninbabited,’ —we made a plsasant
run down the lake, and entered the Lower Fox River, where
our progress was impeded by fraguent rapids sad falls, st
each of which i1 was necessary to unload the hoats and
carry the cargoes overland to deep water balow. This trip
consumed aboub a week's fime. We reachked Green Bay
September 28, where I found my men apyiously awaiting
my arrizal. Afterpromptly reporting to Governor Doty tha

! Wabater Stanler ot up a ferry ot Coon's Poink, Oshkosh, in Joky, 1236,
thus besoming the foundsr of thatcify, The following month, he was
joined by the Gallup brothars (Henry and Amos). In 1387, Gaorge Wright
and hLis son William, David Evans, Cheater Ford, and Jossph Jackaon
prrived and hocame permanent settlers. Al thesa were in Oszhlosh (then
callad ¥ Athens ') at the time of sur guthor's viait.— Ep.
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Tesults of oy trip so far as accomplished, they were paid off,
and started for home via Fond do Lac and Fox Lake, in
arder to complefs the sxamination which my sudden illness
bad interrupted.

The governor waa 8o well plaased with my success that he
offered me a winter's work in eurveying and laying out tha
" City of the Pour Lakes, " which was projected on a grand
goale, and intended to oocnpy a megnificent site on the
northwesterly side of Fourth Lalke, opposite the capital.”
T4 was o teampting offer, the pay being liberal, and the ad-
vantages 0 me all that could have bean desired; but its
accapiance involved the hardships and exposure of a winter
campaign, with only a tent for shelter, and well knowing
all that this involved, I reluctantly declined his urgent re-
quest. I waa etill enifering from the effects of the late sb-
tack of illness, and felt that my strength was not equal to
tha labor which the uwndartaking would impose ppon me,
The panic of 182¥ put an end to the proposed “ City of the
Four Lakes," as it aleo did to hundreds of other specula-
$ive schemes which had & splendid existenne on paber, but
which, owicg io the hard times that followsed, never ma-
terialized.

Were an inielligent and educated stranger, who knew
nothing of the history of Wisconsin, now o make a tour
throngh the state, examinlng In datall its cities, towns,
railroads, faciories and farms, and then be told that all the
resulis of humazn exterprise, labor, and skill which he had
witnessed had been aceompliched during ihe last sixty
¥oars, he might be pardoned if he regarded the statement
a3 3 grose exaggeration; nevertheless, it would be but a
simple recitel of & marvelous fact,

1A% what In now known as Liveasy's Bprings.— Eo.



