FRAIRIE DU CHIER [K 1827,

LETTEEREZ OF JOSEPH M. STREET TO G0V, HLNIAN EDW-}EDQJ OF
ILLINCES. .

EpuIriE b CHIZN, Now, 1837,

My Deay f1r:—T have been here two or 3 weelks and I
can assure you I have not been idle, g my official cqrhlnu-
nications would shew, By the same conveyange that takes
this letter, a communication directed o the Seerelary of
HWar, ag eloze written as this, on 3 whole sheatg of paper, ig
pent off, And althe' g0 newly introduced ints the Indgan ra-
lations, I think you, who are by your knowledge of them
and their affairs and countries, se able to judge, would give
me gome credit for my fack, and the casy manner in which

! Joseph M, Strest was born in Virginis, about 1740, and in the wink of
1806-8 emipgrated Mrom Richinond, In thet stata, b0 Fraokfors, Ky, whers
he poablished The Wesfers World newspaper, "and for sareral yeara took
8 =onapicwotg part it the gladisiorial Beld of Keotucky politice.™ In the
emrnet of 1812, ha benanw: one of the Arst sattlers fn Shavmsetowsn, IH.,
‘and formed & wide circle of political and personal friends among the Jead-
ing ploscers of southern Ilioois. He Rppeard to bavs alweys baen Ao un-
comppromwing Whig, in offica or out, and conducted an active pobitioal
corenmpondence for mony years with Gov. Ninian Edwerda aod others:
many of his letbors may ba found in Washbirne's Edwersdsy Papers, from
which voluma the torg hera given are ertracted, a8 caating inlerearing aida-
lights on tha condition of afaime in Prairie Ao Chien apd thae lead region,
in 1637, March 80, 1837, wa find bim writicg from Shawosetown to Hhpv-
ernor Pdwards, complainiog thet he has a family of * i2 whita purscoe be-
aides i yaalf ™ dependent on ki for & suppart which he fa " at an sntirs
loas ™ to kmow bow to provide I appenra that he had been oondactiog &
vigorons correspomdence with infusntisl mon of his party Ih Washington,
bagging for office, bot he saye that those barvicg inHuence ais *fawest In
commplinents and bat give us bopen,™ while those who do exhibit * warmth
#xd feeling ™ are without infloence, Hix correspondence with Edwarde
thronghout the summer §# in the same melancholy atmin, Ha had, after
persislent labore, obtained tho county olerkehip at Peuris, in March, 1807,
buf the appointment coat lumw $40 in leaveling expensea from Shawnoee-
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I have alid inie the spirit of Indian affairs, and tock a peap
hehind the curtain. I am not boasting to the world, buk
wriling to a confidential friend, aure aosd fried, whosae good
opinion of me under every difficulty I am striving to justify.
I truat that you will never hava canse to hlush for ona, who
you g0 warmly and urgently recommended in highly fiatter-
ing terme of commendation. I ean never ceass to remem-
ber it.

town to Peoris aod return, while the offios proved to be bot warth §30 &
year. Durlnog the summer he wie appointsl by Governor Edwards ga
brigadier general of the state militia, then being organized: but not being
called inte actlvs service he received oo pay. Yo August, 1827, his eforts
ware rewarded by 3 *letber of appointment ™ to the vacant Winnsbage In-
dian agency at Praivie du Chlen — Agent Micholas Boilvin haviog bean
drowned o the Mimissippi (ente, p. 248) during the eacly summer. Streed
raaigned his militis ofice, September 16, He moved b Prairie do Chien o
the first of November, and from the leiter bore given ib will b seen thae
b was at ticst Ceariul the sshste would not conflem hie appolntraent, The
sanate did confirm ity however, ahd he was ilowed to rewain tha post ak .
salary of §1.300 por year, with Johg Mamh of Masaachusetls a5 sul-agent
{70 per pooum), and Joho P, Gaten of Canade as interpreter (400 par
abnvnt); Thomas P. Barnett became sub-agent in 1890, aucceadiog Mersh.
Whean the oounky of Inwa wan nrganized by proclamation of Governor Lawis
Cagg, of Michigan Tervitory, Cetober 8, 1829, Samuel W, Beall, Lownis Grig-
non and Streat wem Rppointed commimicners to Iocole the seat of jusiioe
Bireet did geod service duriog tha Dlack Nawk war, and it was to lim
that the Sac leader was delivexed up, by One-eved Decomh and Chectar.
Bireev appears to bave been fairly smecessiul in Feepiog the Wiooehagoea
quist, during tha term of hie ageney.  Whila not partieuladly popalar with
either whites or Indians, he was deermed » satiufactory sgeot.  Hin letters
show him to bave heen A prmpovs. garmulons man, apd given somewhat (o
flattery of those from whom be expected favera Tooo the fingl removal
of government froopa from Rook Esland, v Novewber, 1383, he wos or-
dered to establish a Bac and Fox agency thera, In the Fall of 1937, be
aresmpanied Kaskul, Wapello and about thirty other Aoe snd Fox chizla
and head-rmen by Washingion; in the party woe Bleck Hawk, whe had, in
1688, heen planed under Eeokuk for safe kesping.  The party was received
in the leading eastarn cities with much ceremony, Iodiso depotations b the
#cat of government being fhan rore, Ea Aprll, 188, Stzect. parsuant to
oeders, removed his family from Prairie du Chien, which Lad till then re-
ingined ag hin home, ta Agenoy City, oo the Des Moioes river, Wapello
oommty, lowa,  During the following winter hia health brols down, and he
d@ind at the agoncy house there, May 4, 15840, agad about sixty yoars.— ED.
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I have very minutely enguired 1ato all the canses con-
nected with the late distorbaonces with the Wiouebago In-
dians,! Hastily I will sketch them io you that you may
compare therwn with vour accounta and judge between them, -
I place great reliance npon my information ag it comes from
diffaerent sourcesz, and fita nicely togather. Should you have
any varient opiniong yon would highly gratify me by com-
municating them. I took cocazion in Iy ¢emmunication
to give that weight that 19 evidently due $o the prompt meas-
uras you took in relation to the militia. The Winnabagoes
and the whites all admit thet they apprebended mora [rom
the militia ordered to be drattad than all the regulara. They
had set down the draft of | of the militia of Illinois, a9 an
immengs number of Mounted Eiflemen. They remembared
the Rangers of Governor Edwards, and that waa the fores
they most dreaded.

The Indians bad besn soured by the conduct of the vast
number of adventurers flocking to and working the lead
mines of Faver Biver. Those who went by laud, by far the
graater part, paszed throngh the Winnebago country. Many
of thern had great contempt for ¥ naked Indigns,” and be-
haved low, gross, and like blackguards amongst them, The
Agent at the mines® granted permiis on ithe Winnebago
[ands, apd numervus diggins wers indostriously pushed far
oast of the line between the Ottawas, Chippewas and Potta-
watomies of the Illinois, and the Winnehagoes, and great
quantitiss of mineral procured and taken away to the
smelters, Iahonld first have ealled your attention to your
treaty of the 21 Aug., 15316, nnd the frenty of 19 Aug., 1325
which together establish the lina between the Ditawas, &e.,
and the Winnebagoes, Take the trsaty of 24 Aug, 1616,
and lay 5 map of the country before you, and delineats the

1'The Winnehags wat, or * Red Bled distorbance” described atb length
i preceding rolumes of Wiz Hisf, Codle— ED,

1 The supevintendent of the United States lead tnines waa Lisnt Martin
Thomassho L9 d at BL Louis.  Bis resident sub-ageat, at this time, wan
Thomus MeEnlght, whe lived at (Gateos.— B,

tThe trenty of 1318 was held at 5. Louais; that of 1825 ab Prajrie du
{Oklen,— ED.
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lines as follows: The country of the Ottawas, &o, coms.
mances at the Winonebagoe village on Rock River, 40 meiles ~—
above ity roouth,' rans dowa sald river “tiil it strikes the line
running from ths zouth end of Michigan L. dne weat to
Rock [aland,” then up the Mississippl to the southern lina of
the Prairie du Chisn reserve, and along said line east and
north 1o the Wiscongin, then pasging southwardly passing
on the east of the haads of all the small streams falliog into
ithe Misgissippi €0 the beginning. This iast line 32 on &
dividing ridga batwen the Mississippi waters direct, and
thoss falling into Rock River. Thso pame treaty makas the
unlocated reservations of such tracta of land as the 17, 8,
may chooses to locate net excesding in all b lsagues square.
Then look &t the treaty of 1% Aug., 1835 [page 363 of the
Eook of Treaties), and you will gee the hounds of the Win.
nebago counlry., Again refer 1o the map having the last
lina from P, du Ch. to the Winnebago village in your recol-
lection.. Clommencing at the sources of Rock River, down
the said B, to the W. village, 4 miles above the mouth of
R. B, thence wlong the Line of the Oftnias, Chippeweos, aond
FPotiawatomies (above mentioned) on a dividing ridge paas-
engr oot of all the small slreama falling into bhe Mizsisgippt,
ta the F. du Ch. reserve, thenea with the sast and nercth lines
of raid reserve to the Mississippi, and up the Misalesippi to
the Bluffs on the vast side of said river opposite the mouth
of, the upper Ioway R., then with said blu#s &6 the mouth of
the Black River, and up said river *till a due west line from
ibe sources of the west fork of the Wisconsin will interseot
Elacik River, snd aloog zaid line east to the sources of the
W, B. of Wisconsin, down the same and the Wisconsin to
the portags, across the portage and dowa Fox River to the
Arand EKan-Kanlin [Eackalin], including the whole of the
Winnebage Lake, Leaving an cpen line from the Grand

L Prophetstorrn, Ilinoiz— Ep.
i The languegs ia:  * From the seutharn extremity of Lake Michigan to
=the Miesissippl rivar.” In agesrdance with the terme of this treaty, the
Hloe wea ron by -Joho Hollivan, a surveyar, io 1318, and his westeromast
monument was placed oo Ghe benk of the Ifissisppd near $he head of
Evck Inland."— Ep,
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Kan Kanlin o tha sources of Rock R. that Ican find no treaty
closes, From this you gerceive thab you in the treaty of
24 Aug,, 1815, mads the goly reservations that have heen
mada, and they ara all weat of the line of the Winnebagoes.
Then we have ne eolowr of elaim on the Winneboago lands what.
ever. Harrison indeed bought all this land by the treaty of
3" Now., 1504, from a point 28 miles up the Wisconsin to Lake
Bakiegan,' at the head of Fox Rivar of the Illinojs. Thia
includes the whole mining district, 80 or & hundred miles
east of the mouith of Faver Kiver. Bat in the treaty of
the 18" Aupg., 1825, the coramissionera recornize sand estab-
lish the right of the Winnehagoes (o this land, and makano
exception or ressrvation exeapt at P, du Oh, This eloses all
our c¢hance of ciaim. This ia the treaby wou scid you kad
newer nobiced, aad thal you would have opposed ils ralifica-
tion fad you congidered ¢fa previsions. The Winnebagoen
complained of the treapass of the miners, and the open vig:
lation of the treaty by the permita of Me, Thomas, tha Ap't.
Ne notice was taken of it and the digging progressed. The
Indians atlempted foroe which was repealled, and vory angry
feelings produced, Under this atata of excitement some ef
them leit the neighborhood of the mines and went above
‘this place, ag it is suppoged to copault eome chiefa and infln.
entizl men there, and to invite the eo-operation of she Sionx,
at any rata the lower band of Sioux with Wabasha. They
were met there by 2 Bioux Indian ealled Wawzéekootes, or
he that shoots in tha pine tope, whe told the Winnebagaous
that she U, S, officers had delivered up several Sioux Indians
to the Chippewas, who cruelly murdared them and cut them
to small pieces, amongat whom waa one innoceni Iodian;
and that the 2 Winnshagoes, in confinement for previous
murderz, wers at the same time butchered by tha whites,
How, aaid he, go and revengo thelr death, and the moment
you atrike a blow, the Sioux will help you to kill all the
whites above Rock Biver. Two Winoebagoes whoe had in-
vited the Sioux of YWabashaw's band, then offered a string

1 Doubtless Pewenlag laka, flee Wiis, Hisl, Colfs,, Ix,, 150-134, for opinigns
&a to the identity of Lake Hab=gan.— Er.
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of wampum, and asked the help of the Sioux. They all
refused but pine tops, and he repeated the assurances — “ Go
etrike the first blow and the Sioux will then help you*
TUnder thesa feelings the Winnsbagoes laft them, and struck
the blow on the boata, and at this place.’

I have in one case recommended & purchase fo be honnded
aast by & line from the mouth of Fine Rivar about half way
from this to the portage, on the Wisconsin, to the point of
intersection between the line running dog west from the
south end of Lake M, and the northwestern line of the Illi-
nois canal purchase; and that a treaty ehould ba held next
surmmet at thiz place. Gen’l Atkinson promised the Indiane
that com'rs should ba app'ed to treat with them in relaticn
[to] the lead-mine difficulties,

Iilnd Gen'l Clark® is resolved I shall move here, or he, I
foar, will endeavor to have me removed. He spoke very
positively on the subject of my removal to this place. An
immediate removal would subject me to some smart secri-
fices — to meat debts whirh my salary would extinguish if
I bad a little time o maks salea and gradually diminish my
debta. If I must move this enaning year or looss the place
I shall certaloly move, for I cannot do without it IF com-
mizrioners are appointed to treat with the Indians for these
lands or other purposes, and [ could be cne of them, the ad-
ditional sam wonld enabkle me to move without any great
pacrifice. And I helieve I conld write a niuch better traaty
than #dz of those I sse. Your treaties are the only ones that
are definile In their linea or tarme. ITarrinon’s are the next
beet, If in writing to Washington yon would mention ma
ag being oo tho spot, and a fit person, if you think [ am, yen
would greatly serve me in my depression. I will mention it
to some friends also In Congress.?

I have met several chiefs and tolerable large parties of
Indizne, and had some talks with them. As you advisad

1 Wea, Hist, Colls, v, 148; Hict, Crowpford Ciy, p, 108,— ED.

*3a0 ante, p. 254, nate 3, — B

* Biroot's wighes wera not graobted. The nexb treaty with the Winnoba-
poes wis coneluded af Greon Bay, August 25 1608, Caw and Menacd being
tha commissioners,— ED,
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me, I have deported myself and find oo diffienlsy. Indesd
I speak better than I had enpposed I coold, and e¢asuslly
Jearn that the Indiang and whitea think I speak very well
The Indians have a great opinion of my gravity and portly
lock ton which yon joked me} and the officers of the Fort
have paid me great attention. Major Fowle sent workmen
to fit up my room and run a pariition across the conneil
chamber which I had suggested as proper, and is very re-
spaciful and friendly.

Like Bolibgbroke, tho' I have kepl preity close to my room,
and mean not to make an everyday exhibition of my person.
I only appear in the Indian room when I wish to sce In-
diana, At other times I turn them over to the Interpreter,
and never receive any in my chambar. )

You will doubtless think mie very particular, and be tired
of my garality; the situation ia new to me, and having
craved your advice [ am sbawing vou that [ am acting
upon it, or in accordance with your views,

Mr, Dousemnen,' who takes this, is going, and T have writ-
ton very hastily,net knowing of his departure but a fow hours.
‘With respect and deep considerations of regard, I am, sir,

Your most ob™ B &,
. Jos. M. STRERT.
Ninion Eduards, Governor of [iinots, Belleville, Iltinois,

Pramin oo CHex, Decemhber 98, 1827,
DEAR S1R,— The clasing of the river appsars absolutely to
cut me off from any intercouraa with the civilized world. 1
arrived herve the firat of Nov, sincs when, wa bave had ons
mail from below, Capt. Clark of the army* came in this

' Haroules L, Dousman, then confidantlal agant of lbe American Fur
opmpany =t Prairie du Chien,— K-

¢ Dontddess Nathay Clark, afterwards commandant at Forts Howard andg
Winnebago, reapectively. He waa a native of Cooneclicot, sgtecing the
mervion May 18, 1818; became eapbain in tha Sth lofantey, Juope 2%, 1834;
brevet major, Juoe 20, 1584; died at Fort Winnehago, Febroary 18, 1835, In
Anguoat, 1327, four companies of the Bth inf bad bocn stationed st Fort
Crawinrd, nnder Brevat Major John Fowle, Jr., on account of the Winga-
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month from 8t Lonis, bnt brought no lettera or papers. I
have oot heard from my family sioees I 1aft the Saline. And
have not rec’d one leifer from below thiz place sloce wa
parted. From fhis, you wili readily conclude I am quite
© uneasy. If itiz not imposing $oo mech upon your goodness
I should like, at a leisure moment, to get a few lines from
¥oi. 1 feel wome anxiety to hear alze from Washington
City, whether my appointment has been confirmed. kane!
promiged to write me, and perbaps has, but as [ before re-
marked, wo get nothing from nny place except Fever River
and St Peters. 1 have no newspaper from Washington, and
until I can get a paper sent on, I wonld acknowledge it ag 4
great favour, if you would ssnd me on cne of your W. pa-
pere after reading it. Or the Richmond Erguirer, aftet you
hava retainad it ons waek to read, it will be very fiew here
thes.

Ia it not estonishing that we have haen all this time with-
it a mailP The Postmasier-Ganeral has boen guite accom-
modating towarda us, and direcis all the meney arising from
oar post-office here 1o be applied by the Posimaster to car-
ryring the mail’ The deputy informed me that during the
summer the mail was mostly cartied fres of expense by
steamboats and that the whole fund of the snmmer was va-
touchsd, and would pay for carrring the mail during the
winter, Yel the Postmaster, who left here last July and

bago disturbance. Fowle was a native of Massachusetis apd <ntered the
armny as second auk In tie Sch 1of., April & 1812; captain, June 10, 1914;
transferred to Wb [ul., May 17, 1815; brevetted major Junme 1T, 1624, for ten
rFeara faithful servics 3o one grede; major 34 iof, Merceh 4, 15533; liouk sal,
fthinf., Dec. 95, 1837; killed April 25, 1918, by staamboat axplosion,— En,

TEliae Koxnt Eang, then Unitad Btakep papator from Ilinoie,. Kane waa
born in New York, but emizrated to Tenoasmer at an early day; afterwards
{1314) settling a3 a lawyer at Kaskaskis, lllizois. Hs was alectad secrebury
ol state ia 1813 and in 1824 was sent to the Tnited States seonatz; he was
redlectad in 1830 znd died in Waeshiogteo, Deg, [2, 1835, Cloveroor Rey-
nolde, in his Pioneer Hizt of TH,., writes: * Hio career in Ilingis wea brief,
but alevated and ennapicuous,™—ED.

*In Ameriton Siate Popers (FPosloffee, xv., p. 210), it ie shown that “ the
net anwant of postage accrolng ™ for the year ending Maceh 81, 1528, ab
Frairia du Chien was §i8L— Er.




364 WIBCONSIN HIRTORICAL COLLRCTIONS.  [VOL. XL

went eastwardly te lay in m'd’=z, is on the river balow Rook
Irland with hie m'd'z, atopped by the iee!' Capt. Clark of
the army passed him and came on here some weeks past,
and yot no mail. Weth thix fund on hand, the depuiy here
has omitted to eend until ¥ or § days pact, and the Poat-
masier has failed to hire a carrier to bring it up. When
Qapt. Clark came up there was 6 fine cpportunity of com-
pany for any man hired $c bring the mail, [ am apprehen-
sive that thae wholeis made subsarvient to the convenienes of
@ merchant, and that while I am tortured with suapense, ha i
calculating cont-per-cent and biring cheap, pagable in m'd'=,
You know paymenta in that way are not as imperalive ag
atlver or gold, I am upacquainted with the P. M., and under
ercited feclings may judge him bardly. Can you give any
aid in establishing a mail route Lo this place, which shall be
an extension of the route from Edwardsville! If yeu can,
Iwonld be gratified if yon would write the Postmaater.Fen.
eral. It will be of oonsiderable advantaga to your popula-
ticn at F. R, a8 § of the propesed route lies in your Stale,
and your cilizens are quile snxious it shall extond st any
rate to Fever R, if no further. Thia would ke a slepping
stona that would nltimate in continning the ronte to Prairia
dn Chien.

I have written to the P. M. Gen’l this mail, apd think if
you will add goma other information as to the route, and
press tha subject, tha P. M-, wonld establish the route, 1
have proposed the following routss, either of w'h will be
perfactly agresable: '

I This pogtmaster was Jamen H, Lockwood, whe mentions the fact in
Wig Hizt. Coils., i, p 152, The bovlos of the departoont, at Washis obon,
phow that he susceedad Jamss Dasbe Doty sa postmaster, Dee. §, 1824,
“and e far as ghown by the postofica records remnined g such ofcer
unbil Cetabatr ZTeh, 1526, when he wad succesded by Joseph M. Séraet.”
Daniel Drew, an cld sebtler of Prairie dw Chion, siates thot he wzed &o
onrry the mwails, an a boy, during General Bireat's poatinsstership, and that
Thomns Street, the genersl'a gon, had charge of the diatsibation, the office
belng 1o the fort,— En '
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From . Milem, Miles.
Praive do Chien to Turiey River, .. ......... 25
Torbkey Biver to Fever Rivar.........o.o0on #oan e s i
Fever Biver to Rock Tsland Poslb . oovivnveaee G0 b0 Poorise .. oo.oo. .. 1D
Rock Island Post to Lewiston . ..oveenes .. 180 to Sprivgleld .. ... 0
Lawiaton ko FpringBeld. ... ........ooo0n 0. 45 to Edwandswille ... 85
fpriogfeld to Bdwardeeilla. ... ... ....... 83to 84 Lowis ..., 12
Edwardaviile to B Lomis ., coniiivniaeons 1% = 383, ;9;

NoreE— At & point on the east side of the Miseissippi, op-
posite tke month of Tnrkey River, js mine as valuable as
any ut Favar B., 25 m. from here, and there are £0 or 70 par-
gons Miilding a town they call Cassville” All the other
points you well know. And st F. R. when 1 passed there,
many computed there were 4,000 or 5,000 persons, Now, sir,
this route (by Lewiston, Fulton county, Iliaois, [ think pref-
erable) will lie all in your Btate below Fever Rliver, leaving
only 70 miles, the distance of this place from Fever River.
Cartainly, if you can, you therefore onght to aid my efforts,
From here to Fock Island is in the Indian eoontry, except
the reservations for lend; below that (the line from south
end of Lake Michigan) is secured by your tresty of 24 Aung.,
1816, to [T, 8. The mail corld pass the whole distance and
not spend one night in the Ind. country, From here to Tur-
ey B (Caseville), 25 m. firet night; 2d night, 45 m., GGalensa,
Jo Dawiess county; start in the evening f{rom (alena, and
2d night slay at Gratiot's diggrings, 15 milea: 1th night, Rock
[sland Fort, 45 m.; from there I am unacquainted with the
road, and wish you to write on, if you please, to the Post-
master-Greneral and give him an account of that section of
the route. Or of the one by Peoria, as you may deam best

' Thare were bute of roving Freoch and wigwame of [adians on the site
of Casavilie, az early as 151, When James Groshong stopped there for
awhilz in 1824, on his retnirn, from: the Salkirk ssttlemesnt, on the Rad river,
he found a desertad cabin, the only avidepes of previous habiration, Io
1827, the plece was firet vocoupied by permanent seitlets. Judge Bawyar
erectad the Ao laad-sinelling furnsce there, and Tom . Hawley tbe drat
house, Bawyer ieft July B, however, on pecount of the Indian troublos
thor rife im the lend region. Im 1828 a [arge number of pecple arcivad.
The settlament did not chiive, homavar, anbl after the Black Hawk
war.— Eb.
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in your judgment, to which I would readily yield, as you
know tha conntry better than I do. You, no doubt, saw thae
report of Oszian 3. Ross’ and 2 other persons who viawed
and marked the route fromm Springfield to Favar River by
way of Lewiston last spring. They say the distance iz ouly
205 miles from Springfield to (Jalena, [ estimated it at 226,
They report the road to be excellent, and that several loaded
wagoas proceeded directly after them wpon their ronte and
found no obstruckiona in the way except Rock B, If the
routa can he maks to ran by the Fort this difficulty can
be removed, aa the iand there ia within oar limits, fres from
any danger from Indians from ite vicinity to the Fork and
Bome person can ba got to aettls ab the ferry, if the Fovern-
ment will extend any privilege to him as to the ferry. The
route by Peoria oreapes B. R. in ihe Winnebago country.
A glance at the map with your knowledge of this countey
wili make gll this plaia to you,

A word about ths Winnabagoea. By t.he-hy, you could
do eormething in the furtherance of my views if you have
time and disposition o do ik, the latter I can never doubt,
I have met many of them, and numbers are calling to see
me every week, Indians are very curious and like to see

-and feef ali who are placed near them. They remain as yeb
very gniat, and are engaged in hanting and thoss whoe comea
bring soma fers and venigon. 1 am, as you know, a novice
atIndian affairs. YetI am unable to conquer my suspicions
that there is much disgsatisfaction amongst the wation in
relation to the peeple of the U1, 8, and I am theroughly con-
vioced that if the Winnebagoes could induce anvy other
tribe or tribes to join them, & stubborn resistance would ba
made to the execulion of the Red Bird He ia a favoriie
of i people, and has obiained a high reputation amongst
the whites pravious to the late maost unprovoked murders,

1Dksian M. Boas, of Lawiston, was ooe of the sarlizat asttlers 1o Fulton
county, Hlinola,— being the fGret dustica of 1he pesce in thek county, tha
firat postmasker and ths Arat tavaro-keepar, — end kept the fagry aecose the
INinoie river, at the month of the Spoon (present site of Harapa): he waa
therefors interesisd o having the highway between Springlsld and the
lead mines rph by wap of his Havans focry and bin Lowiston fyvarn,— En,




*

i 827,1 PRAIRIE I CEIEM. BT

You, no doubt, have had a particular account of his volun-
tary snrrender ¢i himsslf' This manly, chivalric act, his
open, free, and high hearing at the time, has something
more than ordinary in it. Dressed in his Yancion uniform
of white unsoiled skins with a fins white dressed skin rohe
wast locsely across his shouldery, and moanted on a metile-
aome horse with & white flag in his hand, and marching
inte the camp of Whistler, unconfined, with a pleasant vn-
clonded brow to deliver himeelf up as a muederer, is a little
ot of tha ordinary ¢ourse of auch thingeamongetns, You,
perhaps, have seen him. He is a tall, well-made, siraight
Indign, abouat 38 or 49, and a very pleasant countenance.
Thera ja nothing remarkable in the other ¥ prisoners, if
von axcept Red Rird'r son, a lad of about 12 or 15. He
is a plessant, smiling boy. Confinem#nt goes hard with
tho Rad Bird, and he dees pot have good heslth, but
if 3 white man calls to s2¢ him ell the nobility of
a greot savege appears to light up his seemingly in-
telligent features, and & stranger would poiot &0 him as
mo every-day chorgeler. I wish the trial and execution of
the murderers waa past. If a atrong force ig not present
when Red Bird is to be hanged if convieted (of swhich [ can
ace Mo reason to doubi}, I ehall not feal free from apprehon-
aion of danger, There is an opinipn prevalent at Bt Louis
and amongst some hers, that the Winnebagoes are greatly
alarmed at late avenis. They were much alarmed at tha
tirme Gan'l A” and the Il volunteera ware in their country.
Tha movement was audden, bayond what the Indiavs had
been sccustomed to, and the expectad reinforcements from
Illinois under your order for  the militis, was caleulated to
take tham by surprise; and at the time had its effect. Since
then they seem to ba gradually awakening, as it wera, from
a deep sleop; until their fears are given to the windsg and
there is dead siillness-—a portemtons calm that all my
sacret endeavors cannot unravel. They eannot be indueed
to talk on the subject, And they coms and go, ask no ques-
tiong about the prisoners, and if told of their health, angwer

" Wis, Hial. Codla, =iil, 260-264 —En. :
*Brovet Briy Gen. Honry Atkinaon, colonel of Sth inf., U, B, A.—EnD
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to any mention of them A/ Say they are well or sick it is
immaferial —uh! —is the answer. And itis evident they
wizh to avoeld the menlion of them. At the same time the
wives and relatives of the prisconsers are greatly attended o,
The wile of Red Bird does not come near. I learn aheis rich,
as Bed Bird was the best hunter in his oadion, and great
attention is paid to her by the nation. Tha chiefs who have
vigited me profess their frisndship; but somewhat anxicusly
enguire when they maey sxpect their Groat Father will sef-
e the line and mark ¢! Lhetwean their couniry and the
whites at the mings. They say, “ we have leit our country
to keep our young men from baving anything to de with the
people at the mines ontil we haar from our Great Fathar.
This is our promise to Gen’l Atkingen, and we will keep it."”
They add, “Fen’l A. promised us that nart summer parsons
should come from our (. F. to eouneil with us about this
matter and we will wait and see ther.”
1628, Jan'r 1.

Aw old mi! has arrived from Fever River from whenca
our messengsr who wae to have gone {0 Rock Island ra-
tarned. He met the P. M. there, who eent him back with
the old medd, directing his young man here to send him % or
10 traing to draw up his m'l’a. Now when all things suit
tha P. M 'g convenience to bring up his m'd’z., we ehail be
favoured with a mail. I kardly Enow how to epeak pa-
tiently of such conduct!

It in with sentiments of sympathetic rorrow, that I notica
the death of my friend, Mr. Cock,' He was a clean poli-

1Damicl Papa Coolkr, then member of congresy from Ilinois HBorn in
_Heott comnty, Kentocky, in 1783, Wantk Lo Ste. Genevieve, Mo, in 1611,
and clerked in s atore,  In 1815 be sntered wpon the practice of iaw ab
Haskaskia, Iilinois. In HHT, he was st o Loodon wa baarar of dispatches
to the U. B Minfater, John Quizey Adams, snd returned home with him,
The following yesr he wag mppointsd judge of the westerc vireait of
Ilitwin gad ¥ became very popmlar in that offies” In the fall of the samea
yaar he was alected altarnoy-general of theptate. Two years later be was
electad to congreds, affer f pecond masterly contest with John McLean,
whir hiad beaten bim for the offios io 1813, Be was amoog the mask nota-
bla of the werlgrn congregamets. e died ab his father's home {p Koo
wucky, Cot. 18, 1827, egad but 86 yeara. Gov, Beynolds { Plioness Hisd, of IH.,
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Hesan —~—and a “ripe and a good one.” Fewmen in tha 7.5,
at his tims of life, had entered so complstsly into a kunowl-
edge of the politicks of the T, 3, both at homs and in iis
foreign relations. Iam apprebensive Illineis is not destined
2007 10 bo sc ably represented upon the floer of Congress. I
saw it but a moment past when about to cloae my letier,
It bas cast a gloom ¢'er me and dashed some bright anticis
paticos that were floating 1n my mind for El. "

Bhonld you correspond with any person at W, Clity likely
to do me any good, your wd greatly oblige me by cazually
mentioning me as one of the commissicners to treat with
the Winnebagoes next summer. I &m here, and it w'd bea .
Little mortifying if some person was sent here, over my head,
to treat with thess Indians. Malke my respects to Mre. Ed-
wards and Ninien, and suffer mes {0 cenew 0 yOU assur-
sgnces of my high respect and deep abligations.

Your friend,

Jog, M. STREET.
Gov. Ninlon Edwards, Belleviile. IT.

p- 38G) pays thia tributs to hie: “He rose high, shioed bright and died
ao0n.  He was at ooe time the darling wnd idel of the paople; he woa graat,
krilliant and active in his mind; his gualilicatione of heart were nabls,
gonersuy and benavolant™ Street'a astimste of his frisnd appears to have
beew o Juat oha,-=FD,

24
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