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ARRIVAL OF AMERICI.?.‘EHI TIRGOPS AT GREEN BAY,
al6.

The following, attributed to The Bichmond (Va.) Enguirer,
appeared In The (Wm.e.hester} Kmtuci:y Advertiger for No-
vember B, 1816:

The following ig an extrast of a letter from Dy, William
Henry Haning of this city, now regimental surgeon to the
detachment of troops commanded by col. Miller, of the 3d
regiment.” to bis father, W. W. Hening, Fsg. of this city,
which containg apme interesting information relative fo
the Western Interests of the United States—— The ohsar-
vatione are judicione, and we talte much plessore in sub-
mithing them to our resders. '

The letter, too, enclose[s] the speech of a chief of the Win-
nebagoe {ribe of [ndians; marked with that psenlier vain
of thought snd expression, which distinguishes the long
talk of the Tndians.®

. ~ “Cuxr of For RIPRR GREER BAT Sugust 20, 16916,
"In a letter which I addregeed you previous fo my leaving
Mackinaw, you were informed of the route which I proba-
bly would pursue, iz returning to Virginia. These antici-
pations seem thus far realized., In conformity fo my ex-

1), John Miller, of the 34 TI, 8. lofaptry, arrived at Greenr Bay in
July, 18146, to talkte nosseeeion of the conntry npon the conalerion of the
War of 1812-15. The manner of his coming is graphically ralabed in
Nevllle and Martin's Historis Green Bay (Miw., 1393, pp. 100156
Ha boilt Fort Heward, pamed *in memory of Geasral Benjamin How-
ard, T, 8. A who was In command of tha western connity during the
aarly pave of the war just eonoluded.”’ — Eo.

YThia iz khe spesch allvded o in Jhid, pp. 163, 1%&— Eb,
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pectations, aarly in July the detarhment of riflamen sta-
tioped at Mackinaw, received orders {o repair to Green
Bay, and there astablish & fort with all convenient expedi-
tion: to look down all expected opposition, from the To-
dians residing in this country. We sailed from Mackinew
on the 26th of July lasf, with the schoconers Washington,
Waynae, Mink, and sloop Ameliz, having on board ool
Miller, of the 8d regiment, eol. Chambers' of the Rifle,
major Gratiot,” of the engineers, 3 detachment of artillery
under captaln Pierce,” and four compawvies of the 24 in-
fantry, amounting in the whole to 500 men. We entered
the mouth of the river oan the Tth of Avg.; and, con-
trary to ezpectations, received from the French inhabit-
ants and Indians a very friendly reception. Whether
these professions were Eincere, or proceeded from their
faars, time will determine. After looking on for eomea
daye for a proper scite, the engineer has finally fized ou
the poeition, where the old French fort (e Bay) formerly
stood. It will be a stockade with strong pickeis, a bastion
at each sngle with & piece of artillery on each, amply
geufficient to beat off say Indian force that can be brought
against it—— The garrison will eonsist of {we compa-
nies of rifiemen and two companies of infantry, all woder
the command of eclonel Chambers. "Some account of this
very delighfful country may prove not uninterasting.
When the French first established themselves here, they
found the oonfrast between it and Mackinaw very strilting:
for oo lsaviog the latter place, vegetation was scarcely
apparent; whereas, on arriving af the Bay, they found the
woods & fields clethed in the most luxuriant verdure. At
that time the countty was inksbited by two tribes of
Tndians, the Winnebagoes, {called by the French *‘Puons,’
or sfloking) apd the Manomenies, {called ‘Faulsavoins, ' or

1Far gkatch of Talbot Chambers, ase Wiz Esd Oolta, wl., b 303 — B

Y 0harles {ratiot, Jr, son of the fowsons foetrader, Charles Gratiot,
who wetabllshad pesets ot the Miscissipod during the Bevoluticosry
War. Bee Wia Hiat, Oolls, £, pp. 209 &f 2eq,— Ho.

tJuhn B, Pleves. Hea gntfe, v, 177, nole L— En,
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onters of wild rice). The Winnebagoes, proving most
froublesome, the French and Msnomenies turmed their
arms against them, and heving killed a number, drove
them to the Winnsbago Like and the Rock river, where they
hava aver sinca resided. The soil on hoth aides of the
river is very fine end the fine wheat fields and gardens
give it avery appearance of a rich and fertile country.
Tha river abounds with fish, particularly # species of
efurgeon, which exceeds that of James river,' in the rich--
ness and delicsey of its favor, and in the spring and fali
myriadas of water fowl, attraoted by the wild rice, darken
the air. This plant springs up in water six or seven feaf
deep, 80 thick, as in many places to impede the progress
of boatz and canoess. The Indiags call it Ma-no-men® spd
living almost entirely om it they have received from the
French the sppeliation of Panlsavoins, or Wild Rice Haf.
ers. When the head heosomes ripe they pass through it
with. thelr esuwoes, and bending them over, sirike them
with small sticks, and in & vary short time nearly fll their
canneg with the grain. This, when cleaned, becomes an ex-
cellent articls of diet, searcely infarior to the rlee of the
seuth. Everything at present bears & peacesbls aspect,
but how long this siate of things will continue is very un-
certgin, Without & great deal of ciccnmspection on the
part of the Indian deparimant, and a chain of pesta al-
ways properly garrisoned, I have little hesitation in say-
Ing, that our froatiar again will witness the horrors of
savaze warfsre.— The Winnebagpees, it is manifest, are
decidedly opposed to our making any establishment in this
aountry, ag are also & part of the Feulsavoins. Nothing,
I helieve, but the strong foree they have to combat, keeps
them gujat.-—-The gtorm i3 mermnring at & distancs, which
1 am fearful will, sooner or later, hurst oo us with ali tha
pecumulated horrors of savaze vengeancs. To give you
a0 iden of the pressnt feslinges of the Indians, I enclose o

! Tn Virginia.— Eb.
*Sea gute, p, 42 —En,
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speach of Nat-aw-pin-daw-qua, or the Bmoker, a Winnebago
chief, delivered before colonel Boyer,' the Indian agent.

EPEECH

Of Nelawpindawquo Jmoker, o Winnebagoe Chief, delivered af
Freen Bay, on fhe 283 of dugust, Before col. Bowyer, fAe Fo-
dian agent.

Fother— you fancy, father, that I am'of a natlon, who
are in the habit of telling lies, hecauvse other fribes give
ns that character; bui all I am going to say now shall be
the truth.

Fother — Tt i5 true that we have committed faunlte, but
the white people are the ¢ause of it. We red slkins belisve
all that you say, and if your intentions are io attack us, we
are not alons.

Fother— When st Mackinaw, I thers told you the gen-
eral thought of the lodlaps, and that they wers in dread
af you. We are afradd that your intention In coming here,
1o build foris was with a view to do 2s harm,

Father —On your arrivel here, we were much troubled, ba-
cause we wera spprehensive you had come to injure the
Red Skine, but we hep that Fou may talte na wnder your
wWings.

Father —Yom lmow that the Master of Life soverns us
all. I is him who placed us on the earth and i= onr Mas-
ter. SBhould your intentionas be io dastroy us, I doubt if
you could suceceed, because be profects ws os well as ou.

Futher — The words that are igssuing from my mouth sre
the words of truth. I am alwa¥ys seeling good.— When at
Mackinaw we told you the opinions of the Red Skins
Thare are many words, mny Father, that are repeated with
false mesning. [ beg you will not lisfen to those worde.—
I am desirous that the children of the same great Father
should always be friends. Be charitable and listen to the
words I am wlling you. We hope that our father will
conform to the promise he has made to us.

T~ akaboh of Bowyer, aes Wa, Higt. Colis., x1, p. 303, nofe 3.— .



1316.] AMERICAN TROOFPS AT GREEN BAY. 445

Fother —Believe not that if you should bare any troubles
with the Red Coats,! that aoy of wg wil miz in them.
Wa first saw the Frepch; they wers our firet Father; Next
to them, came the Red Coats. Now, our determination is
not to listen; and should you have any shock among you,
wa shall remain neutral.

Father -1 tall you go Jies — All the other nations think
as we do, and if is my veazon for repeatlng it mow. You
have doulds respecting your ¢hildren the Eed Skins. Why
have you brought big guns along with you? Certalnly it
must hava hesn with 3 view of nsing them against us. We
hope that you will have no use for thew, but we do net
like to see them in the country.

Father — All that I am tellivg you is the truth. The
French inhabitants residing in this country, who are as-
guainted with ne, and who assist ue in our wants, werse you
to drive them away from the lands they cecupy, as well as
those at the Prairiedu Chien, you would indeed reduce us o
charity. We are desirous that our Father wonld send these
worda to our grest Father {the Presidept) and we should’
k& happy in soon hearing from him. '

Father — Do not believs that I tell you any falee words.
When tfe Fronch sgant for Indian affairs resided among
us, we were comparatively happy. He treated ns with
rictuals, and clothed we. If I tell lics, the Freoch inhabit-
ants who are present, can contradiet me.

Father — 1 ¢copoalve mysel an object of pity, as are mlao
the young men who accompany us. Your American agents
hsve always chaated us — I will not believe that you {Col.
Eowyer), will do the sama. The Euglish have also cheatad
us, ahd led us wrong. We are not, as other fribes, ln the
bhabit of incemmoding cur father at every moment. Al
that you have promised cur chiefs, I hops you will perform,
in order that they will inform their jrﬂung men of the real
character of their fathar.

Father —The master of 1ifo is above us, and who is our
mester? You ses me almost nalied, and becanse I am not

1 English troops. — Eo.
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&8 well dressed as you are, you no deubt fancy me an ob-
ject of pity.— It ia him who has willed 1t so. He has put
acmething in vouor heads, t0 #ive you more ideas sod in-
telligonce than we poasess. Bufwe wish to set off, and see
what out father will do for us, that we may show it to the
other nationz, 85 we pass throngh them. The master of
life iz present —he listens to us. You kmow, my father,
that he 18 on aarth, in the Heavens: in fact, that he filla
all matier. I hopethat we are not here for the purposa of
telling each other Mes. Yoo my Iather, can you, like us,
bore your ears, aod suspend bobs to them?® Can you put
bands of silver on your arms, or bedaub your faces as wa-
de? No, you canncd; bacange the master of life wonld pon-
ish you were you todo it—You sse, every day, nations
painted in different colors; he has ordered it se, to show the
whites that we are objects of charity, and that they are to
asslst us,

Father — Yon see that I tell oo lies. It is true that I am
a fool. Our fathere received counsal ftrom the Hrench,
then from the English, and finelly from you Americans.
We have abandoned the red coats becanse they cheated us,®
and our eyes are now opened. We are to reside among
you. Iiis trae that thay (the red soats), give us fine guns
and goods; but we do not like their guns as well as your
riftes. We hopa that cur father will sapply us soon, and,
a8 ¥ou have promised, you will cansa our hoes and hatcheta
to ba mended, that our wives may c¢ultivate their fields
without difficwlty.

Fother —You 2ae ma how spealdng, and were I to aon-
tinue for the whole day, or as 1t frequently happene in
large councils, for three or four, yoa would still hear but
the trutb.— Your arms (rifles) please us. They shoot well,
and with them we shonld be vertain of making good hunts.
If ogr father would furnizh ng with some of them, we
should he abla to obtain an easy subeistence for our wives
and children, and a sufficiency of skins 1o exchange with
tha traders for goods, and occasionelly bring our father &
pisce of fresh meat.

1G4 Bulger Papers,” atle, patrim.— L.
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Father.— There are fribes of Indisns who lefs this yester-
day; you opened your breasis (barrels) snd gave them
your milk (whiskey). They had not gore far bafore they
drank the whole. Iam fearful that those peoble, after having
drank their father's milk in that way, may earry bad words
to their villages. It is true, our father promised us some,
and if we gei it, we will carry it to cur villages, shew it
to our young men and old men, that they may have & taste
of it, and at the same time hearthe words of their fathar,
Toder our French father, we lived well; aftarwards, the
English helped us profusely st first, In order 0 make us
foolish. DBut, for the two or three years past, they do not
glve us one-third what they are indebted to us. "What you
have told us, proves itrug, and we hape you will not treat:
n3 az the Englizh have dona.”



