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Early Times and Events in 
Wisconsin 

By James H . Lockwood 

At the request of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, 
through tlieir Corresponding Secretary, I shall attempt to give 
some reminiscences of the early history of Wisconsin, an^d more 
especially of the western portion of it, I feel much distrust in 
my ability to do justice to the subject, as writing for the public 
eye has never heen, thus far in life, any part of my employment 
or ambition; and yet, in my unpretending way, I feel willing to 
contribute my reminiscences of early timee for the archives of a 
Society which I regard as having commenced, with oonmnenda-
hie zeal, a noble and important work. Very likely I may appear 
egotistical in many instances, and too prolix in others^; but the 
discriminating reader can make all due allowances, and the future 
historian can sift the wheat from the chaff. 

I was lK)m in the town of Peru, Clinton county, N. Y., Dec. 7th, 
1793—and as the sequel will show, I have lived in the woods the 
most of my days. MV father was a farmer, to wMch occupation I 
was raised imtil past the age of sixteen years. When I was be­
tween two and three years old, my father's house in Peru took 
fire, and almost everything he possessed of a moveable dharaoter, 
was oonsimied. He sold his farm, and about this period remjoved 
to the towTi of Jay, in the adjoining county of Essex, where he 
owned or obtained land. Here he made impirovements, and had 
good buildings, an orchard, and every thing comfortable about 
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him, when, abo-ut 1803, he got the Ohio fever. Hb sold his farm 
at a great sacrifice; but before he collated the money for it, ho 
met a gentlern'On who had just returned from Ohio, who stated 
that though lands were cheap, and they could raise large crop® of 
grain and flocks of cattle with little labor, yet many of the settlers 
were obliged to go twenty or thirty miles to mill, and there was 
no market for their fine cattle and rich harvests, and that a fairoeir 
with a conifortable home was better off in the cold and unproduo-
tive region of ISfortheirn l̂ Tew York, than in the fertile plains of 
Ohio without a market. These considerations dissuaded my 
father from removing to Ohio-, and in March, 1805, he settled in 
Champlain, Clinton county, IST. Y., where he purchased a farm, 
with a log dwelling and forty acress of improvement. 

Living thusi on the frontiers, and remioving from place to' place, 
my educational advanta^s were very limited. But after moving 
to Champlain, the nearest school was at the village-of Chazy, two 
and a half miles distant, whither I went pretty regularly for two 
or three winters. In that day and in a new country, to be able 
to read, \vrit6, and cypher as far as the Rule of Three, was con­
sidered sujfioient qualifications to teach a common school. I was 
ambitious to obtain a good education, and relaxed no ejffortsi to be 
punctual in my attendance, although the distance was g|reat, and 
traveling through the deep snow Was often very laboriousv I read 
with avidity eveiry book that.chance threw in my way, or which I 
could obtain by borro^sing in the neighborhood. 

In the summer of 1808, I boarded at Champlain Village, and 
attended the school taught by the late D r̂. William Beaumont, 
who was then a student of medicine. Under his tuition I greatly 
improved myself in gramimar, geography, &c., but at that early 
day I never saw a school atlas. Opportunities for attending better 
schools increased and I continued alternately on the farm and at 
school until I was between sixteen: and seventeen years of age, 
when I engaged in thie study of law. I, however, concluded^ 
that from deficient early education and my native diffidence, I 
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should never make a great lawyer, and my ambition protesting 
against a second or third rate position, I abandoned the law as I 

.then sup'posed, forever, and sought and obtained a situation as a 
merchant's elerk. 

The mjerchant who employed me, became the sutler to the 
Light Artillery Eegiment then commanded by CoLWrn. Fen-
wick, and formed a part of Gen. Izard's army. This force com­
menced its march frora Plattsburgh to the West, in August, 1814; 
and my employer having sô me business to transact in, Plattsburgh, 
before his departure, sent me on to attend to the suttling business, 
anid I continued wdthi the regiment until the camipaign^ on the 
Niagara was over, and the troopis retired into- winter-quarters near 
Bjuffaloi In IsTovember my employer arrived, and taking offense 
at some of Ms acts, I dem^anded a settlement, and left him. I 
then engaged myself to a man namied Fuller, sutler for Maj. 
Ball's two eompianies of dragoons, then cantoned near Avon, 
1^.. Y., on the Genesee Eiver, where I remained doing little or 
nothing during the winter, as the dragoons, for some reason, were 
not paid off. 

In April, 1815, I received a letter from the late Lewis Eouse* 
of Green Bay, a townsman of mine, dated at Buffalo, stating that 
he had obtained the suttling of the Consolidated Eifle Eegiment, 
and desired my assistance. Having no need of my services, I 
left Mr. Fuller, and repaired to Buffalo, and the stage which 
conveyed mie carried flying colors announcing the news of peace. 

Those of the troops enlisted for the war, were now discharged, 
and those enlisted for five years retained; of the latter was the 
Eifle Eegiment, then understood to have been ordered to Detroit. 
As I had conducted Mr. Eouse's business principally, he wished 

* Judge Rouse was a iiEitive of Rouse's Point, on Lake Cliamplain, and 
settled at Green Bay about 1824. He was Judge of tlie North-west Judi­
cial District while Wisconsin yet formed a part of Michigan Territory. 
He was a man of prominence in his day, and possessed many kind and 
gentlemanly qualities. He died suddenly at his residence, in Manitowoc, 
April 19th, 1855, at the age of 63 years. His sudden death was probably 
caused hy apoplexy, as he wa.s of plethoric hahit, and weigrhed over three 
hundred pounds. L». C. B. 
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me to go with him, and desiring to see the country, I accepted 
his invitation. The troO'ps having left Buffalo about the first of 
June, we sailed from that place on the 15th of that month, in the 
sehoomer Lady of the Lake, said to have been the best vessel then 
on the Lakes, and arrived at Detroit on or about the 10th of July. 
Here we fo'und that thei regiment had been ordered to Mackinaw. 

Detroit was then an old French village, with the honses mostly 
covered with bark. Waiting here a few days for a vessel on 
which to proceed to Mackinaw, we engaged passage about the 15th 
of July, on a crazy old schooner commanded by Oapt. Pearson, 
bound for Drummond's Island, with: pork and hard bread for the 
British troops then stationed at that place. On board the vessel 
as a passenger was Eamsay Crooks, since so distinguished among 
the Eo'cky Mountain traders, then on his way to Mackinaw to 
receive the property of the South-West Fur Company which had 
been recently purchased by John Jacob Astor of ITew York.* 
We found this crazy old vessel without any convenience of table, 
furniture or provisions. Mr. Crooks had come passenger on her 
from Buffalô , and the captain had promised him that he wonld 
lay in ample supplies at Detroit, but just as we had got under 
way from tlie latter port, Mr. Crooks went into the cabin and as-

*In 1783, several of the principal merchants of Montreal entered into- a 
partnership to prosecute the fur-trade, and, in 1787, united with a rival 
company, and thus arose the famous North-West Company, which, for 
many years, held lordly sway over the immense region in Canada and 
beyO'Ud the Great Western Lakes. Several years later a new association 
of British merchants formed the MacMnaw Company, having their chief 
factory or depot at Mackinaw; and their field of operations was south of 
their great rivals—sending forth their light perogues and bark canoes, by 
Green Bay, the Fox and Wisconsin rivers to the Mississippi, and thence 
down that stream to all its tributaries. In 1809, Mr. Astor organized the 
American Fur Company—he alone constituting the company; and, in 
1811, in connection with certain partners of the North-West Company, 
and others, he bought out the MacJcinaw Gow^pany, and merged that and 
his American Fur Company into a new association, called the South-West 
Company. By this arrangement Mr. Astor became proprietor of one^half 
of all the interests which the MacTcinaw Company had in the Indian coun­
try within the United States; and it was understood, that the whole, at 
the expiration of five years, was to pass into his hands, on condition that 
the American, or 'Soui?i-West Company would not trade within the Brit­
ish dominions. The War of 1812 suspended the association; and after the 
war it was entirely dissolved—Congress having passed a law prohibiting 
British fur-traders from prosecuting their enterprises within the terri­
tories of the United States. Thus we find Mr. Crooks, in 1815, closing 
up the affairs of the South-West Company, preliminary to enlarged in­
dividual enterprise on the part of Mr. Astor. L. C. D. 
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certained that the captain had failed to fulfill his engagement; 
and immediately he took the skiff, went ashore and pur­
chased dishes, knives, forks, spoons, and provisions, and we 
proceeded on our voyage. We were becalmeid abont ten days on 
the St. Clair Eiver and Flats, during which we went oui shore and 
bought a. sheep, which helped along with the rusty pork and hard 
bread. At that time, I had seen very little of hardships, and I 
suffered much from such fare as hard bread and rusty pork. 

We were almost a month from Detroit to Dlnminiond's Island, 
where we found a trader named Laeroix, with' a boat bound to 
Mlaokinaw, and with him we engaged our passage. Mo provisions 
could be had at Drummond's' Island so we were obliged to depend 
on the voyageurs' kettle of com soup, a new: kind of fare to 
me; and, I believe, I ate but a few mouthfuls fro'm Dlrammond's 
Island to Mackinaw. We were two days rea,ching Mackinaw, 
where we arrived on the morning of the 15th of August. Otnce 
there and recruited, we had a. new, source of anxiety, in daily ex­
pecting thei arrival of the paymaster until the close of navigation'; 
and then I had to content myself as well as I could, until the en­
suing spring of 1816. At the request of some of the inhabitants, 
I concluded to open a school, as it would keep me from idleness; 
if my seholars did not learn much English, I conclxtded: I should 
stand a chance of acquiring some French'—^thus acting, out the 
Yankee character of adapting one's self to circumsitanoes. .And 
thus I spent the winter. 

During the wintteir of 1815-16, Congress passed an act exclude 
ing foreigners from participating in the Indian trade within the 
limits of the United States or its Territories-. This was theoi sup­
posed to have been done through the influence of Mr. Astor, and 
upon the purchase of the pToperty of the South West Oompaoiy, 
the American Fur Company re-appeared under the auspices of 
Mr. Asitor— t̂he headquarters, of which were at Mackinaw. 

Although Obngress' had passed a law excluding foreigners 
from the Indian country, it was found that the trade could not 
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be carried on without their aid, as most of the clerks, inter-
prete'rs and boatmen were foreigners; and, in the summer of 
1816, the SeCTetary of the Treasury of the TJnited States issued 
orders to the Indian Agents on this frontier to license foreigners 
as interpreters and boatmen, on their giving bond with large pen­
alties for their good conduct in the Indian country. Thus the 
British traders who wanted to get into the Indian country had 
only to employ an American to whom the goods were invoiced, 
and the license taken in his name, and the trader Went as inter­
preter until they were beyond the Indian agencies, when the 
trader assumed the control of" his property, and carried on his 
business as usual. 

During the summer of 1816, it was projected to establish a 
TJnited States f oa*t at Green Bay; and, in July of that year, Col. 
John Miller, then Colonel of the 3rd regiment D. SI Infantry, 
was ordered on that service, and soon chartering three vessels, 
embarked three or four companies of rifle-men and infantry with 
some artillery. Among the vessels was the Washmgtoruy the 
largest of the fleet, commanded by Oapt. Dobbins, on bô ard of 
which vessel was the Oommiandant. I had that year engaged 
myself as a elerk to some traders, to take charge of an outfit or 
trading establishment near the head of the St. Peters Eiver, and 
the Colonel apprehending difficulty from ̂  the Indians in landing 
at Ghreen Bay, proposed to take the goods of several boats in the 
vessel, and tow the boats, and use them, if necessa,ry, in landing, 
and then return them: to their owners. 

Accordingly Augustin Grignon, myself and a French clerk by 
the name of Ohappin embarked on board the Washington, Mr. 
Grignon and Chappin acting in some measure as pilots. During 
the night of the second or third day out from Mackinaw, Ihe other 
twio vessels becamje separated from the Washington, and arriving 
in the vicinity of what is now called Washington Island and 
Harbor, and lea,ming from Mjr. Grignon that there was a good 
hlarbor, Cbl. Millar ord>ered the Washington to put in there to 
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wait for her consorts. We remained there nearly two days, dur­
ing which time the ofiicers and passengers rambled over the Is­
land, and finally, in honor of our vessel, supposed to be the first 
one that had entered the harbor, we gave its name to Washington 
Island and Harbor, which they have ever since retained. Finding 
the other vessels had got into Gireen Biay ahead of us, and had 
found a harbor at Vermillion Island, and were waiting for us. We 
proceeded up the Bay, and arrived at Green Bay settlem-ent about 
two days after, when the troops landed without the anticipated 
opposition from the Indians. 

This was the month of July, 1816. Green Biay and Prairie 
du Chien were then the only settlements in what is now the State 
of Wisoonsin, if we except Solomon Juneau's trading house at 
Milwaukee;"^ and they could not well be called settlements accord­
ing to the American idea of settling and improving a country. 

Green Bay was a kind of traders' depot for the trade of that 
Biay, the Fox and û ppeir part of Wisconsin rivers., which were 
considered dependents of it. 

There th'en resided at Green Bay as a trader John Lawe, and 
four or five of the Grignons. Augustin Grignon resided and 
traded at the Little Kaukalin. Those traders who pretended to 
make Green Bay their home, resided srenerally but a small por­
tion of the year there, as most of them wintered in the Indian 
country, and generally spent twO' or three months of the summer 
at Mackinaw. The traders, of Green Bay mostly married, after 
the Indian manner, women of the Menomonee tribe, there being 
no white women in the country. I saw at this tiniie but one 
Woman in the settlement that pretended to be white, and she had 

* So far as Mr. Juneau's name is concerned, this needs a slight correc­
tion. Traders were at Milwaukee as early as 1762; and, about 1816, 
Jacques Veaux, who had been preceded by one Lfafrombolse and J. B. 
Beaubien, commenced wintering there as .a trader, and it was not till 
1818, that. Solomon Juneau went there, erected a permanent dwelling, 
and on the 14th of September in that year became the first actual settler 
of the place. See Hon. M. L. Martin's Historical Address before the Wis. 
Hist. Society, and vol. I, pp. 35,134, of the Society's Collections. In a for­
mer note, reference was had to the remote Wiseonsin settlement, such as 
!t was, at lia Pointe, LaKe Superior. L. C. B. 
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accidentally been brought there at an early day, but her histo-ry, 
however, I do not now recollect. There were at Green Bay some 
forty or fifty Canadians of French extraction who pretended to 
cultivate the soil; but they were generally old worn out voya­
geurs or boatmen, who having become unfit for the hardships of 
the Indian trade, had taken wives> generally of the Menomonee 
tribe, and settled do-T̂na on a piece; of land. As the land did not cost 
anything, all they had to do was, to take up a piece not 
claimed by any other person, and fence and cultivate it. But 
they had generally been so long in the Indian trade that they had, 
tO' a great extent, lost the little knowledge they had acquired of 
farming in Oanada so- that they were poor cultivators of the soil, 
although they raised considerable wheat, barley, peas, &c. Green 
Bay was at that time a part of the territory of Indiana, of which 
the seat of govetmment was at Vincennes, which was also the 
county town of the county to which Green; Bay was attached^— 
between four and five hundred miles distant by the tedious and 
circuitous route of that day. 

There Was an old Frenchman at Green Bay of the name of 
Charles Eeaume, who could read and write a little, that acted as 
Justice of the Peace. He had been commissioned under George 
I I I , when Great Britain held jurisdiction over the country, and 
after it was given up to tbe American Government and attached 
to Indiana, he had been commissioned by Governor Harrison,* 
and being thus doubly armed with commissions, he acted under 
either, as he found most convenient. The laws under which he 
acted were those of Parisf and the customs of the Indian traders 
of Green Bay. He was very arbitrary in his decisions. 

The county seat was so distant and difficult of access, that if a 

* Before Judge Lockwood's narrative came to hand. Col. Ebenezer 
Childs, who knew Judge Eeaume well, informed the writer of this note, 
that Reaume received his commission as Justice from Gov. Harrison, of 
Indiana Territory, which was probably not long after the organization 
of that Territory in 1801, from which till 1813, G-en. Harrison continued 
uninterruptedly its aovernor. L. C. D. 

tThe code Goutume de Paris, the law of France, which governed Can­
ada, and all the territory of the North West while under .the French do­
minion. ^' 0. D. 
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person felt himself aggrieved, he preferred suffering injustice' to 
going to the expense of an appeal; so that practically, Eeaume's 
court was the Supreme Coairt of the country. He took care not 
to decide against any of the traders who were able to bear the ex­
pense of an appeal; in fact the traders made use of him to hold 
their men in subjection, but never submitted to him any diificulty 
betw^n themselves. These were left to the arbitration of other 
traders. I t was said of him, that a bottle of spirits was the best 
witness that could be introduced into his court, and that after the 
decision of a case, the losing party producing the above witness, 
had be^i granted a new trial or renhearing, and a reversal of the , 
former decision obtained. For misdemeanor he sentenced the cul­
prit to labor a certiain number of days on his farm, or cut and split 
a certain number of rails for him. I have read the narrative of 
James W. Biddle, of Pittsburgh, whom I knew at the time, and 
the anecdotes related by him of Judge Eeaume were current at 
that day, togiether with many others that would not look well in 
print. 

D'uring mij stay at Green Bay waiting the arrival of mj em­
ployers, one of their ^^engagaes" or boatmen had left their employ 
and engaged himself to an American concerned in suttling for the 
troops, and I went to Judge E.eaume, stating the case to him, 
asked him what the law was on that subject, and what could be 
done. He answered me in his broken' Elnglish: '^Fll—Tnahe— 
d&—man—go—bach—to—his—&utyf' "But," I again, asked, 
^Vhat is the law on tlie subject?" He answered, '''de—IGAV^—is 
'—Til—make—de—mxxn—go—hacic—to—his—daity,^' I reiter­
ated my inquiry, ^̂  Judge Eeaume, is there no law on the subject ?'̂  
He replied with a feeling of conscious dignity, ''We—are 
—accustomed—to—maJce—de—merh—go—hach—to—their—hour-
geois." Finding Judge Eeaume had no law except his own pre­
cedents and the customs of Green Bay, and not believing that 
American citizens would s.ubmit to, and obey the process of his 
old jack-knife, or the customs of the Green Bay Indian traders,. 
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I concluded to leave the matter until the arrival of my employers, 
and let them proceed before Judge Eeaume^ if they thought 
proper.* 

The Indian trade carried on at that day for the Mississippi and 
Missonri and their tributaries was from Mackinaw. Until 1816, 
goods came mostly from Montreal, in hatteaiux or canoes, mostly 
by the Mackinaw, or its successor, the South West Obmpany, or 
hy some private traders. But early in 1815, Mr. Astor purchased 
out the interest of the South West Obmpany at Mackinaw and its 
dependencies, and in Augus.t, of that year, Eamsay Crooks, as 
already ment.ioned, went to Mackinaw as agent for Mr. Astor, to 
complete the arrangements. In the spring of 1816, the goods of 
the American Fur Company were imported to 'New York and 
thence brought by way of the Lakes to Mackinaw. During 

Of Judge Reaume, we have learned some additional facts from Hon. 
Solomon Juneau, and with reference to his death and burial, from P. G-. 
Grrignon, through Hon. H. S. Baird, and also from Col/ E. Childs. He 
was born about the year 1752, at La Prairie, nearly opposite Montreal, 
of a prominent and respectable family. As mentioned in a note to the 
1st vol. of the Wis. Hist. Soc. Colls., we early find him' -at Detroit, and 
in the service of the British Indian department, as a captain, and was 
among the prisoners taken by the gallant Col. George Rogers Clark at 
the capture of Vincennes, in February, 1779, and taking the oath of 
neutrality, was permitted to return to Detroit. In 1790, he settled at 
G-reen' Bay, and appears to have been, in a small way, and a part of the 
time, engaged in the Indian trade. His first commission of Justice of the 
Peace he probably derived from the British authorities at Detroit, be­
fore the surrender of that post to the American governroient in 1796, and 
he subsequently received a similar commission from Gov. Harrison of the 
Indiana Territory. In 1816 and '17, he made his home with John Lawe 
a t Green Bay; and, in 1818, he was appointed by Gov. Cass of Michigan 
Territory, one of the Associate Justices of the court for Brown county, 
and the same year, he removed to Little Kaukalin, about ten miles above 
Green Bay, and there sold liquor to the Indians, not unfrequently drink­
ing freely with them, and sharing in their frays, as well as in blackened 
eyes and bruises. There he died alone, in the spring of 1822, for he was 
found dead in his cabin. He was about seventy years of age. His friends 
at Green Bay had his remains conveyed there, and buried in the old 
Catholic burial place, which was in the present plat of Astor; but the 
bodies interred there were subsequently removed to the present bury^ing 
ground. No tablet marks his grave. He was never married. 

In this volume and its predecessor, several anecdotes illustrating Judge 
Reaume's primitive mode of administering justice, have been given; to 
which we add the following, from the interesting work of Mrs. Kinzie: 
"There was an old Frenchman at 'the Bay,' named Reaume, excessively 
ignorant and grasping, although otherwise tolerably good-natured. This 
man was appointed Justice of the Peace. Two men once appeared before 
him, the one as plaintiff, the other as defendant. The Justice listened 
patiently to the complaint of the one,'and the defense of the other; then 
rising, with dignity, he pronounced his decision: 'You are both wrong. 
Tou, Bois-vert,' to the plaintiff, 'you hring me one load of hay; and you, 
Crely,' to the defendant, 'you bring me one load of wood; and now the 
TYiottAT- 1R RAt.tled.' I t does not appear that any exceptions were taken to 
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that spring, several Montreal traders arriving at Mackinaw with 
Indian goods, probably not aware of the law of Obngress prohib­
iting British subjects from trading within the American territories!, 
now took advantage of the order of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and sent their goods into the Indian country, under the nominal 
direction of a hired American clerk, to whom the goods were 
invoiced; and who took the license in his name and gave proper 
bonds with security to the traders who owned them, whoi went 
along, ostensibly as interpreters, until the boat passed all the Amer­
ican forts and agencies, when they assumed the ownership-, and 
proceeded as usual in their business—^these clerks'' bonds were 
considered as a mere formality to evade the law, and were worth 
so much brown paper, and nô  more. 

In the spring of 1817, the American Fur Company brought a 
large number of America.n clerks fro'm Montreal and the United 
StateSj some of whom made good Indian traders and axe yet in 
the country, but nearly one-half of them were found not qualified 
for the business, and in the following spring many of them were 
discharged from Mackinaw, which Was then the grand depot of 
the Indian trade. 

The American Fur Company, as had been the practice of the 
Mackinaw and Siouth West companies, made their outfits to Lake 
Superior, to the Mississippi, the head of Sk Peters, and the Misr-
souri. The boats for the Mississippi and Missouri trade passed 
through the north end of Lake Michigan from Mackinaw, thence 
through Green Bay to the settlemernt of that name; thence up 
ihe Fox Eiver to the Little Kaukalin, where they,made a portage 
of about three-fourths of a mile. Augastin G-rignoooi had a trading 
house at this pointy and kept teamsi to transport the goods and 
fu:rs (the men taking the boats empity up or down the rapids, as 
the case mig]h.t be), for which he charged about twenty cents per 
100 pounds. The boats then' proceeded to Grand Chute, where 
the men made another portage of the goods or furs, and passed 
the boat over the Grand Chute emipty. Thenoe they proceeded 
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to the rapids at the lower end of Winnebago Lake, where they 
usually made half loads over the rapids into the lakeu Thence 
they proceeded upward to where the F'o-x Eiver enters the lake, 
thence up Fox Eiver through Puekawa Lake, and Lac dei B<euf, 
or Buffalo Lake, and some smaller lakes to the Portage of Wiscon­
sin,, where a man by the name of Eoy resided, who kept teams 
and hauled goods, furs and bo'ats across the Portage of one and 
onerfourth mileŝ  from the Fox to the Wisconsin Eiver, for which he 
charged forty cents per 100 pounds, and ten dollars for each boat. 

The boats then went down the Wisconsin to its mouth, and 
thence up the Mississippi about three miles to Prairie du Chien; 
the traders of the Lower Mississippi and Missouri never going 
down without a short stop at Prairie du Chien, where they gener­
ally spent some days in conviviality, dinners, dancing, &c. Tra­
dition says that many years since, when there were many winter­
ing traders in botii the Upper and Lower Mississippi, it was the 
custom of every trader visiting Prairie du Chien, to leave in store a 
keg of eight or nine gallons of good wine for convivial purposes 
when they should again meet in the spring, on which occasions thej^ 
would have great dinner parties, and, as is the Ehglish custom, 
drink largely. But when I came into the country, there were but 
few of the old traders remaining, and the storing of wine at Prai­
rie du Ohien had become almost obsolete, although the traders 
were then well supplied with wine, and that of the best kind, of 
which they made very free use. I t was then thought that a clerk 
in charge of an outfit must have his keg of wine, but after the 
American Fur Company got fairly initiateid into the trade, they 
abolished the custom of furnishing their clerks with this, luxury at 
the expense of the outfit. As I have already said, the Indian 
trade of the Mississippi and Missouri and their tributaries was 
carried on from Mackinaw as the grand depot of the trade of the 
ISTorth-West. 

The traders and their clerks were then tlie aristocracy of the 
country; and to a Yankee at first sight, presented a singular state 
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of society. Tb see gentlemen selecting wives of the nut-brown 
natives, and raising children of mixed blood, the traders and 
clerks living in as much luxury as the resources of the coimtry 
would admit, and the engagees or boatmen living upon soup made 
of hulled comi with barely tiallow enough to< season it, devoid of 
salt, unless they purchased it themselves at a high price—all this 
to an American was a novel mode of living, and appeared to be 
hard fare; but to a person acquainted with' the habits of life of 
the Canadian peasantry, it would not look so much out of the way, 
as they live mostly on pea soup, seasoned with a piece of pork 
boiled down to grease; seldoan- eating pork except in the form of 
grease that seiasons their soup. With this soup, and a piece of 
coarse bread, their meals were made; hence the change from pea 
soup to corn is not so great, or the fare much worse than that 
which they had been accustomed to, as the com is more substanr 
tial than peas, not being, so flatulent. These men engaged in 
Oanada generally for five years for Mackinaw and its dependen­
cies, transferable like cattle to any one who wanted thiem, at gen­
erally about 500 livres a year, or in our currency, about $83.33'; 
furnished with a yearly equipment or outfit of two cotton shirts, 
one three point or triangular blanket, a portage collar, and one 
pair of beef shoes; being obliged, in the Indian country, to pur-
chaise their moiceasins, tobacco, pipes, and other necessaries, at 
the price tbe trader saw fit to charge for them. Genierally at the 
end of five years, these pocT voyageurs were in debt from fifty to 
one hundred and fifty dollars, and could not leave the country 
until they had paid their indebtedness; and the policy of the 
traders was, to keep as many of them' in the country as they could; 
and to this end they allowed and encouraged their erugagees to g^ 
in debt during the five years, which of necessity reiquired them 
to remain. 

These new hands were by the old voyageurs called in derision, 
mangeurs de lard—por^lc-eaiers—-as on leaving Montreal, and on 
the route to Mackinaw, they were, fed on pork, hard bread, and 
pea-soup while tlie old voyageurs in the Indian country a,te corn-
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soup, and such other food as could conveniently be procured.* 
These mangeurs de lard were brought at considerable expense and 
trouble from Montreal and other parts of Oanada, frequently desert­
ing after they had received some advance in money and their 
equipment. Hence it was the object of the traders to keep as 
many of the old voyageurs in the country as they could, and they 
generally permitted the mangeiirs de lard to get largely in debt, 
as they could not leave the country and get back into C'anada, 
except by the return boiats or canoes which brought the goods, 
and they would not take them back if they were in debt any­
where in the country, which could be easily ascertained from the 
traders at Mackinaw. But if a man was prudent enough to save 
his wages, he could obt.ain passage, as he was not longer wanted 
in the country. 

The engagements of the men at Montreal were made in the 
strongest language; they bound themselves not to leave the duties 
assigned them' by their employers or assigns either by day or night, 
under the penalty of forfeiting their wages; to take charge of and 
safely keep the property jmt into their trust, and to give notice of 
any portending evil against their employers or their interests that 
should come to their knowledge. I t was the practice of the tra­
ders, when anything was stolen from the goods during the voyage, 
whether on the boat or on shore, to charge the boat's crew with 
a good round price for it̂  and if anything not indispensable was 
accidentally left on shore at the encampment, they did not return 
for it, but charged it to- the crew,, as it was understood to be their 
duty, not the employer's, to see that every thing was on board the 
boat. These people in the Indian country became inured tO' great 
hardships and privations, and prided tliemselves u..pon the distance 
they conld travel per day, and the smaU quantity of provisions 
they could subsist on while traveling, and the number of days 
they could go without food. They are very easily governed by 

*The experienced voyageurs are called hivernans or winterers, accord­
ing to Snelling's work on the North-West. L. C. B." 
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a person who understands something of their nature and disposi­
tion, but their bourgeois or employer must be what they consider a 
gentleman, or superior to themselves, as they never feel much 
respect for a man who- has, from an engaged^ risen to- the rank of a 
clerk. 

The traders in this country, at the time I came into it, were a 
singular compound; they were honest as. far as they gave their 
word of honor to be reslied upon; and, in their business^ transac­
tions beit"\veea themselves, seldom gave or took notes for balances 
or assumptions. I t rarely happened that one of them was found 
who did not fulfill his promises; but when trading in the Indian 
country, any advantage that could be taken of each other in a 
transaction, was not only considered lawful—^such as trading ea,ch 
other's credit—^but an indication of tact and cleverness in busi­
ness. TWo traders having spent the winter in the same neighbor­
hood, and thus taken every advantage they could of each other, 
v̂ O'iild meet in the spring at Prairie dp Chien, and amicably settle 
all difiiciilties over a glass of wine. 

There was not, at the time I came tO' Prairie du Ohien, any 
Indian corn raised there. The traders for the Upper Mississippi, 
had to send down, for their corn which they used, to the Sauks 
and the Foxes at Eock Island, and trade with them for it. I t is 
believed that the first field of corn raised at Prairie du Chien was 
by Thomas McWair, an American,, who had inarried a French girl 
and settled do'wn to farming. 

The farmers of Prairie du Ohien appeared to be a more thrifty 
and industrious people than those of Green Biay; they raised a 
large quantity of small grain, such as wheat, barley, oats, peas, 
and also soane potatoes and onions. Elvery two or three farmers 
united and had a horse flouring-mill—^tlie stones being cut from 
the granite rook 'found in the couintry. There they gro'und their 
wheat, and sifted the flour by hand. The surplus flour was sold to 
the Indian traders for goods, or exchanged with the Indians for ven­
ison, ducks, and geese, or dressed deer-skins, as tlierewas no money 
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in circulation in the country. Any purchase made was payable 
in goods from the traders or flour from the inhabitants. 

The manner in whidi the traders dealt with the farmers was 
this; to let the farmer set his price on anything that he had to 
sell, without grumbling or saying anything about its being high, 
as it was payable in goods; the trader charging his price for the 
goods.—so each party got all he asked, and neither had ca.use for 
complaint, but of course the trader was not the loser by the 
transaction^ Mr. Michael Brisbois related to me a transaction 
which took place beitween himself and a farmer by the name of 
Pierre Lariviere. This Lariviere was ambitious to pass with 
his neiglibors^ for the best farmer in the country, and went tO' Mt. 
Brisbois to see what he waŝ  piayimg for flour, which I think was 
then- six dollars^ per; 100 Ibŝ ; but Lariviere desirous, of the oppor­
tunity of boasting to his neighbors that he had gotten more for 
Ms flour than they didy expressed a wish that Mr. Brisbois would 
pay him more than the miarket value for his flour, which Mr. 
Brisboisi told him he could not do-. ^^Oh," said Mr. Lari­
viere, "you can make it up by charging more for the goods with 
which you pay me;" and so they closed the bargain, not to Mr. 
Brisbois loss. The prices compared somewhat like this: When 
flour was worth $8.00 per 100 Iba, hyson or yoiung hyson tea 
was worth $8.00 per pound; if flour was worth only $6.00, tea 
would remiain the same price, when the farmer got $9.00 per bushel 
for onions, and $1.00 per do'zen for eggs, he paid the above price 
for tea. The women of Prairie du Chien, mjostly daughters of 
the Indian traders, had been raised in the habit of drinking a 
gî eat deal of tea in the Indian country, where other beverage for 
children could not be procured, and it thus became from long 
habit with them almost a necessary of life, and they Would make 
any sacrifice to obtain their favorite beverage. When eggs were 
worth $1.00 per dozen, rosin soap was worth $1.00 per pound, and 
calico that at this date, would be sold at Prairie du Chien from 20 
CO 25 cts. per yard, was then sold at $2.00 per yard; clay pipes at 

8 
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40 ets. each, and common tobacco at about $2.00 per ponnd. So 
much flotur was made at Prairie du Ghien at this time, that in 
1820 Joseph Eolette contracted with the Government for supply­
ing the two companies of troops at Fort Crawford with it, they 
preferring the coarse floair of the Prairie which was sweet, to the 
fine flour transported in keel-boats in the long voyage from Pitts­
burgh, which would be sour on its arrival. 

Prairie du Chien is generally spioken of as an old settled town. 
It is true that the Indians inhabited it many years since; and 
about the year 1737 the French established a trading post there, 
and built a stockade around their buildings to protect them from 
the Indians, and from that day until a few years since it continued 
to be a trading and military post, and occasionally a wô m out 
voyageur got married^ and settled do^vn on a piece of land. Btit 
what advantages were these old trading posts to the settlement 
and develoipment of the country—^such as Detroit, Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia, Vinoennes, St. Louis and St. Charles? All these places 
remained stationary for many years, until the Americans emi­
grated to them, and took hold of them with their enterprise, when 
they at once improved, and most of the-m became places of business 
and importance. 

Indian traders, as a class, possess no enterprise, at least nooie 
that is of any advantage to the settlement and improvement of 
a country. They are enterprising in going into the unexplored 
Indian country to traffic, and collect furs and peltries; but I have 
never seen a man who made money in the Indian trade, apply it 
to the ordinary improvements that foster and encourage the groiwth 
of a country—they have made money in a certain routine of busi­
ness, with which they are acquainted, and fear to invest it in so'me 
other business with which they are not familiar. Such has been 
the ease with Prairie du Chien, so long noted as a trading post and 
garrisooi. 

The land about Prairie du Chien was not purchased from the 
Indians; and none surveyed, except the private claims on the 
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Prairie, for many years after the Goveirnment took possession of 
it as a military post. There were not, until 1835^ any Americans 
that emigrated to the Prairie for settlement; and even thien, as the 
co'untry abo'Ut was not in market, very few came. 

In the winter of 1818-19, Illinois Was admitted as a Stete into 
the Union, and all that part of the country formerly belonging to" 
the territories of Indiana, and Illinois was attached to Michigan, 
then under the governorship of Gem. Lewis 0a,ss. In the spring 
of 1819, he set ofl" the county of Brown, including all the country 
East of a North and South line running through the Portage of 
Wisconsin to the Illinois line; and at the same time, set oflF the 
county of Crawford, including all the country West and Sou-th of 
the aforesaid line to the Missouri line, including what is now the 
State of Iowa and T'erritory of Minnesota. 

Governor Oass sent blank commissions for the different officers 
of the counties, to be filled up by the inhabitants. These had 
been sent by Lieut. Ool. Leavenworth, then on his way, with the 
Fifth Eegiment of U. Si. Infantry, to occupy Forts. Crawford and 
Armstrong, and to build a fort, at the mouth of St. Peters. Mch-
olas Boilvin, Esq., was appointed to administer the oath to the 
officers of Crawford county. TVo companies of the regiment 
were sent to Fort Annstrong, Eock Island, under comman,d of 
Btevet Major Mas tin, and two ciompanies to Fort Crawford under 
Major Muhlenberg. Shortly after receiving the blank oonunis-
sions, the principal inhabitants assembled at the house of Nicholas 
Boilvin, Esq., and then the difficulty was to find personfs 
sufficiently acquainted with the business to fill the offices and per­
form the duties. Finally John W. Johnson, the U. S. factor, was 
selected as the Chief Justice of the Comity Cburti. I was so'licited 
to take the office of Associate Justice, or Judge of Probate, 
but being then yo-ung, and appea,ring much younger than I really 
was, and knoiving very little a,boxit the proceeding of courts., and 
thinking that I had neither the practice nor dignity to hold a 
judicial office, and that I should probably mal?;e myself ridiculous, 
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I declined either of the judgeships, but accepted the office of Justice 
of the Peace. I had .not then decided to' make Prairie du Chien 
my future home, having hitherto spent my winters near the head 
of St. P'eteris Eiver, in the Indian trade; but in the fall of 1819 
I took un my permanent residence at Prairie du Chien. 

John W. Johnson was a man of good sense and judgment, but 
had from quite a yo'ung man held the appointment of U. S'. factor, 
and resided in the Indian country where he conld obtain but little 
knowledge of the proceedings of courts or the ordinary transac­
tions of civilized life. The commissions of Associa,te Justices 
were filled up with the nam ês of Michael Brisbois^ and Francis 
Bouthillier, both of whom from boyhood had been in the Indian 
country and had very little opportunity of witnessing proceedings 
at court,s. Wilfred Owens was - appointed Judge of Probate, 
and Mcholas Boilvin and John W. Johnson and myself Justices 
of the Peace; John S. Findley clerk of the Court; John P. Gates 
Eegister of Probate, which also included the recording of deeids, 
and Thomas MclSTair was a.i)pointed Sheriff. I t should be remem­
bered, that all these officersi had to enter upon the duties of their 
several offices without forms to refer to or precedents of proceed­
ings, and it can astonish no person that the records of that day 
are without much form. Such was the organiza,tion of the county 
of Orawford, and I think that the materials in Brown were not 
mnch better, although several Americans by that time had settled 
at Green Bay. 

At the sessiooii of Obngress of 1819-20, am act was passed to 
take testimony relative to the private land claims at Siault S t 
Marys, Mackinaw, Green Bay and Prairie du Chien, that were 
reserved to subjects of the British goveomment under Jay's Treaty; 
and in the fall of 1820, commissioners were dispatched to the 
different plaeesi to take testimony. A Mr. Lee came to Prairie 
du Chien. The most of those claims at Prairie du Chien were 

•Instead of Mr. Brisbois, Hon. M. L. Martin, in the appendix to his 
Address before the Historical Society, gives the name of Nicholas Boilvin. 
L. C. B. 
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found to come under elay's Treaty, but there were .several that 
wanted a year or more of coming under it. These facts being 
reported to Congress, they at a subsequent session passed an act 
giving to eve=ry settler who was in possessioiu of land at the date of 
the declaration of war in 1812 against Great Britain, and who had 
continued to submit to the laws of the U. S., the lands he claimed. 
I t is a ma,tter of history, that the British took Mackinaw and sub­
jected its dependencies to their government, including all the afore­
named places, and the most part of these claimants were ignorant 
Canadians and supposed themselves British subjects, not aware 
that if they did not within a year choose, as stipulated in the 
treaty, to continue British subjects, they became American citi­
zens; and Avhen the British government took military possession 
of the country during the war of 1812-15, the militaiy officers 
in conunand considered them as British subjects, and ordere,d 
them to do military duty as militia- They were a conquered peo­
ple, and feeling that they owed no- allegiance to the United States., 
took up arms in obedience to the orders of the British officers. 
There were some among them intelligent enough to know theii: 
position, but had they claimed to be American citizensi and re­
fused to take up arms, surrounded as they were by hostile Indians, 
they would not have been safe!—especially as the British 
offiloers did not believe in a British subject expatriating himself̂  
and of course there was no law of the United States in the cour 
quered country to submiti to. Notwithstanding all these circum­
stances being known to the officers of the anuy stationed at Sault 
St. Marys under Major CHitler, they got up a remo'Bstrance to the 
Government, representing these people as traitors; in consequeince 
of which the patents were delayed, tO' the great annoyance and 
sometimes to the great injury of the claimants:. 

Sometime in the year 1820,* Wilfred Owens, of Prairie du 
Ohien, then connected in business with the late Gov. Melsrair, of 

* It was in 1819. Constant A. Andrews, who appears to have been from 
Pennsylvania, and was interested in the Carver claim, wrote from Prairie 
du Chien, Feb. 1, 1819, to Rev. Dr, Samnel Peters:—"I am, now building 
a saw-mill in company with Batelle, on Yellow River, under a permission 
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Missouri, furnished the capital, and associated with two other 
meoQj by the name of Andrews and Dixon, built a saw-mill on 
Black Eiver, and commenced sawing lumber; but before they 
had done much business the mill was burned, supposed to have 
been set on fire by the Winnebagoes, who had then lately taken 
possession of that country, and claimed it as their own. The mdU 
was not rebuilt, owing to- the declared hostility of the Winne­
bagoes to i t 

In the year 1820-21, the country authorities of Orawford erected 
a jail in the old village of Prairie du Chien in the rear of village 
lot Nio. 17 of that viUage, made of hewn oak logs of about one 
foot square; the house was. abut 25 by 16 feet,, and: divided by the 
same kind of logs into a debtors' and criminals' apartmeuts.* 

There is a tract of land nearly opposite the old village of Prairie 
du Ohien in Iowa,, which was granted by the Spanish Lieut 
Governor of Louisiana to* one Bazil Girard, and running 
through it, was a small stream or brook usually called Girard's 
Oreek; but, in 1823, the commandant of Fort Crawford had 
a party of men detailed to cultivate a public garden on the 
old farm of Girard, on said creek, a.nd Martin Scotti, then a 
Lieutenant of the fifth infantry, and stationed at Foai: Crawford, 
was directed to superintend the party. Fond of s.hooting, and a 
great shot generally, he took his dogs and gun every mo'ming, got 
into his little hunting canoe, and spent' the day in shooting wood-
obtained from the commanding officer. * * * i'ov my own part, I appre­
hend no difficulty, if you obtain permission from the Secretary of War, 
and can make them [the Indians] some presents/' On the 10th Nov., 
1819, Mr. Andrews writes to Dr. Peters, from "Falls Black River: On 
the 2d day of November I set a saw-mill a running, not much inferior to 
any in the United States. * * * The mill is about thirty or forty miles 
east of Lake Pepin. The Sioux very willingly gave us permission to 
oome here. There were seven chiefs in council—Lefoy not there; the 
seven gave us five years; Lefoy came back after, and gave it forever. I 
am very much pleased with my situation. I was obliged, on account of 
irooa, to go to the Prairie once, but was overjoyed on my arrival back, 
and now regret to leave sight of the mill. * * * Here I am happy 
to live—here I am wiUing to die." See Am. State Papers, Puhlic Lands, 
I'V -̂ P- 22. L. C. D. 

* At this old log Jail, a sergeant of the first regiment of IT. S. Infantry 
was hung, in 1828, for shooting Lieut. McKinzie of the same regiment; 
and in 1833 or 1834, a soldier of that regiment was executed there for 
shooting Sergeant Coffin in the new Port Crawford. The old jail was 
burnt in 1834. j . H. L. 
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cocks which were plenty in the marshy about there, and return­
ing in the evening would boast of the number that had bled that 
day. After a while he gave the creek the name of Bloody Buaih, 
which name it still bears. The name generally suggests te 
strangers the idea of some Uoody battle having been fought 
there, and I have been frequently questioned as to the tradition 
relative tô  it, and a few years since the editor of our village 
paper had somewhcire picked up the same romantic idea, and 
published a long traditionary account of a bloody battle pretended 
to have been fought there years ago. But the creek i^ indebted 
for its name to the hunting exploits of Major Martin Scott., when 
a lieutenant, and stationed at Fort- Crawford,"^ 

On the 16th of September, 1816, I arrived at Prairie du Chien, 
a traders' village of between twenty-five and thirty houses, situated 
on the banks of the Mississippi, on what, in high water, is an 
island. The houses were built by planting posts upright in the 
ground with grooves in them,, so that the sides could be filled in 
with split timber or round poles, and th'en plastered over with 
clay, and white-washed Tvith a white earth fo-und in the vicinity, 
and then covered with bark, or clapbo'ards riven from oak. 

This, village, now called the old village of Ptairie du ChieU', 
was designated by Lyons as the main village, as it was so at the 
time he surveyed the private land claims of Prairie du Ohien.— 
Tradition says the place took its name from an Indian Chief of the 
Fox tribe by the name of Chien, or Bog, who had a village some­
where on the Ptairie near where Fbrti Cirawford now stands.—' 
Ohien or Dog is a fa,vorite name among the Indians of the 'IsTorth-
West. 

* Scott, at this date, was a young man, and had been but a few years in 
the army. He was a native o<f Bennington, Vermont, and was educated 
at West Point In his youth, he was famous among the sharp-shooters of 
the G-reen Mountains, never .shooting game in th'e body, but, at whatever 
height or distance, always striking the head. He would drive a nail into 
a board part way with a hammer, and then, taking the farthest distance 
at which his eye could distinctly see it, drive it home with his unerring 
bullet. He served with distinction in tlie Mexican war under Gen. Scott, 
and at nearly the close of that brilliant campaign. Brevet Lieut. Col. 
Martin Scott was killed at the sanguinary battle of Molino del Rey, 
Sept. 8th, 1847. He had seen much hard service, and always conducted 
himself with great skill, caution and intrepidity, and was respected and 
beloved for his integrity of character, and for his great kindness and 
benevolence of heart. L. C. B. 
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There were on the Prairie about forty farms cultivated along 
under the bluffs where the soil was first rate, and enclosed in one 
common field; and the boundaries generally between them marked 
by a road that afforded thiom ingress and egress to their fields; the 
plantations running from the bluffs to the Mississippi, or to the 
slo'UgJi of Sit. Freole, and from three to five arpents. wide. The 
owners' did not generally live immediately on their farms, but 
clustered together in little villages near their front, and 
were much the same description of inhabitants as those of Green 
Bay, except that there were a number of families of French ex­
traction, entirely unmixed with the natives, who came from the 
French villages of Illinois. The farmers' wives instead of being 
of the Indian tribes, about, were generally of the mixed blood.— 
They were living in Arcadian simplicity, spending a great part of 
their time in fishing, hunting, horse racing or trotting, or in danc­
ing and drinking. They had little or no ambition for progress 
and improvement, or in any way bettering their condition, pro­
vided their necessities were supplied, and they could often collect 
together and dance and frolic. With these wantsi gratifid, they 
were perfectly satisfied te continue in tlie same routiue and habits 
of their forefathers before them. They had no aristocracy among 
them' except the traders, who were regarded as a privileged class. 

It was said, that about 1809 or 1810, a trader, a,n Irishman by 
birth, of the name of Campibell, was apjDodnted by the U. S. gov­
ernment sub-Indian agent at Prairie du Chien, and by the Gov­
ernor of the Territory of Illinois a Justice of the Pea,ce. The 
currency of Prairie du Chien was at that time flour, a,nd Oamp­
bell charged for celebrating the rites of matrimony 100 pounds 
of flour, and for dissolving it 200 pounds, alleging thiat when peo­
ple wanted to get unmarried, they would willingly give double 
what they would originally to form the matrimonial connection. 

In speaking of the courts of justice of the country, and of their 
county seats., Mr. Brisbois related to me, that sometime previous 
to the war of 1812, he and Mr. Campbell had a dispute about a 
heifer that was worth at the time ]3erha.ps eight dollars; and as 
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each believed it to be his pnoperty, they applied to the lawyer at 
Oahokia to assist them in finding out who was the real owner.— 
The mode of traveling in those days was in a canoe, manned 
with six or eight mma to paddle, and taking with them some flour, 
tea and sugar for the burgeois; and some hulled co^m and deer 
tallow, enough to season the soup for the men, depending upon 
shooting game by the way, or buying wild fowl or venison from 
the Indians. The parties litigant were obliged to take their wit­
nesses with them, paying them' for their time aud expenses, from 
their departure until their return home. The parties were also 
obliged tO' take a bundle of beaver skins, and dispose of them at 
St. Louis to pay the expenses of lawyers, &c; a,nd the lawyers, 
as usual, were disposed to oblige the parties by putting over the 
case from time to time, and the parties continued the suit in this 
manner until it had cost them about fifteen hundred doUa,rs each, 
when they took it out of court and settled it. But which retained 
the heifer, if I ever heard, I do not now recollect.. 

The coutume ds Paris so far prevailed in this country gener­
ally, that a part of the ceremony of marriage was the entering 
into a contract in writing, generally giving^ if no issue, the prop­
erty to the survivor; and if they desired to be divorced, they 
went together before the magistrate and made known their wishes, 
and he, in their presence, tore up the marriage contract and ac­
cording to the custom of the country, they were then divorced. T 
was once present at Judge Abbott's at Mackinaw when a couple 
presented themselves before him, and were divorced in this man­
ner. When the laws of Michigan were first introduced at Prairie 
du Ohien, it was with difficulty that the Justice of the Peace 
could persuade themi that a written contract was not necessary, 
and some of them believed that because the contract of marriage 
gave the property to the survivor, that they were not obliged to 
pay the debts which the deceased owed at the time of his death. 

There was an instance of this at Prairie du Ohien. A man 
by the name of Jean Mkrie Querie dit Lamouche, who had been 
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married by contract, died without issue, leaving a widow, some 
personal property and a good farm, but was indebted to Joseph 
Eolette about $300 which his widow refused to: pay, alleging 
that the contract of marriage gave her all the proiperty; nor 
could she be convinced to the contrary, until I had brought a suit 
against her and obtained a judgment. 

When I arrived at Prairie du Chien, there were four companies 
of riflemeu under comma,nd of Brevet Major Morgan, building 
the old fort, which was. constructed by placing the walls of the 
quarters and store houses on the lines, the highest outside, and 
the slope of the roof descending vuthin the fo-rt; with block­
houses at two corners', and large pickets, at the others, so as en--
tirely to enclose the fort. John W. Johnson, a gentleman from 
Maryland, was L̂ . S'. Factor, with a certain, Mr. Belt as assistant 
and bookkeeper, and John P . Gates, as interpreter. Ool. Alex­
ander McNair, late Governor of Missouri, had the suttling of the 
fort, and his nephew, Thomas McN'air, and John, L. Findley, were 
the clerks in his employ, and had charge of the business. 

There were then of the old traders residing at Prairie du Ohien 
Joseph Eolettei, Michael Brisbois, Francis Bouthillier and 
Jean Baptiste Farribault, all Canadiansi of French extraction, 
except Francis Bouthillier who was froan France!, and JSTicholas 
Boilvin, Avho was Indian, agent, and held the commission of Jus­
tice of the Peace under the government of Illinois Territory, 
whence he came. 

At this time at Prairie du Chien the events of the war of 1812 
in that quarter, were fresh in the minds of every one. I lea.med 
that in the spring or summer of 1814, the IT. S. Governmient sent 
boats, made bullet proof, under a Captiain Teiser, who was in 
command of the boatsi, and a company of TT. S. troops, under 
Lieut. Perkins, to take and retain possession of Prairie du Chien. 
Perkins built a stockade on a large mound, on which Col. Dous^ 
man^s house now stands, and Oapt. Teiser remained on board the 
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boats, where most of the ammunition and provisions were stored, as 
there was no room for them within the stockade. 

Soon after the bre^aking out of the war, when the American 
oiScers in garrison at Mackinaw, and the citizens of that place 
were yet ignorant of the commencemeoQt of hostilities, but appre­
hensive that war had been declared, some traders were despatched 
to the old British post an,d settlement of S't Josephs, on the east­
ern shore of Lake Michigan^ for intelligence. Asi none of the 
traders returned, remaining absent so much longer than was 
deemed necessary, it naturally eno'ugji excited the suspicion® of 
the commanding officer and the principal citizens of Mackinaw. 
Lender the circumstances, a council was held, at which it was de­
termined that immediate information must be had from St. 
Josephs, and the question then was, who could go there and not be 
suspected of being a, spy. After looking around and finding none 
qualified to go, the late Michael Dousman, of Mackinaw, said that 
he had an outfit in Lake Superior that ought, by that time, to be 
at St. Josephs, and he thought that he could go there and look 
after his property without being suspected. Accordingly he vol­
unteered, his services, and late in the afternoon he left Mackinaw 
for St. Josephs in a canoe-. About dark, at Goose Island, fifteen 
miles from Mackinaw, he met the British troops on their way to 
that place, whoi took him prisoner, but released him. on his parole 
that he would go back to Mackinaw, and not give the garrison 
any information of what he had seen, but collect the citizens to­
gether at the old still-house on the southe'm side of the island, 
where a guard would be immedia,tely sent to protect them from 
the Indians;. This promise! Mb-. Dousman faithfully perfo-rmed, 
and was probably the cause of saving many an inno-cent family 
from being brutally murde!red by the savages. The British ar­
rived, planted their cannon during the night, and in the morning 
sent in to the commanding officer a copy of the decla,ration of 
war, with a demand for him to surrender, which he eompiied with» 

The traders! in, the British interest, resorting to Mackinaw as the 
British head-quarters of the ISTorth-West, learning of ihe Ameri-
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can occupation of Prairie du Chien'in 1814 and anticipating, that 
so long as this force should remain there, they would be cut off 
from the trade of Prairie du Ohien, its dependencies, and the 
Sioux country, at once set on foot an expedition for the re-captiure 
of that place. The British officers and traders accordingly fitted 
out an expedition under the command of Cbl. McKay, of the In-
dianj department, an old trader; and under himi were, a sergeant 
of artille-ry with a brass six pounder, and three or four volunteer 
companies of the Canadian voyageurs^ commanded by traders and 
officered by their clerks., all dressed in red coats., with probably 
one hundred Indiaus officered by half-breeds.* Having made a 
secret march they arrived on the Prairie without being expected, 
and made the best display of red coats and Indians that they 
could. They made a formidable show, and the Americans; not 
knowing of what materials they were composed, and supposing 
that they were all British regulars., appeared to have been panic-
struck. The sergeant had brougjit his field piece so well t.o bear 
that he hit one of the boats, I believe the one Yeiser was in. 
During this time the troops and Indians had made a move towards 
the fort, but keeping out of gun shot. Otai the bô at being hit, 
Ĉ apt- Teiser had the cable cut, anid swung roundi down the river, 
ordering the othersi to do the same, carrying with themi the pro-
visio-ns and ammunitionj of the garrison. After the boats had gone, 
Cbl. McKay summoned the fort to surrender, a,nd having neither 
provisions nor ammunition they had no other alternative, and ac­
cordingly surrendered. The British took and kept possessioui of 
Prairie du Chien until peace, in 1815, thusi oipening the Indian 
trade tO' the traders at Mackinaw. The inha.bitants of Prairie du 
Ohien being British subjects, were ordered into service by the 
British government to do duty in the garrison, during the war. 
The British sergeant of artillery for hitting the keel-boat, was pro­
moted by his government.. 

Of the persons spoken of as resident traders of Prairie du Chien, 

* There were at least a thousand Indians under Col. McKay, as stated 
in the accounts nf the time, and not less than three pieces of light artil­
lery. L. 0. D. 
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Joseph Rolette, in eoniUection with the Indian trade,, carried on 
farming, after the fashion of the country, pretty extensively. 
Michael Brisbois, besides being a trader, carried on the business 
of baking, and farming tO' some eixtent, receiving of the inhabi­
tants 100 pounds of flo'ur and giving in rcitum^ tickets, for fifty 
loaves of breiad, and these tickets made a convenient change to 
buy trifles of the Indians with. None of the inhabitants^ pre­
tended to make their own breiad, but depended entirely upon the 
baker-house. Jean Baptiste Farribault did something in the line 
of Indian trade', and carried on a small farm, but soon after left 
the Prairie to reside on the St. Peters Biver."^ 

Among the other inhabitants of i:iotoriety at that time, was a 
Mrs. Menard, of mixed African and white blood. She came 
from some one of the French villages below, and was then mar­
ried to Charles.' Menard, a Canadian of French extraction. She 
had beien married twice previously, first tO' a man by the na,me of 
Du Chouquette, by whom she had two sons, one of whom was in 
the employ of Mr. Astor in that unfortunate expedition of his 
sent in 1810' by sea and across the continent tO' the mouth of the 
Columbia Eiver, now Ohregon Tbrritory. Her next husband was 
named Gagnier, by whom she had three- sons and three daughters. 
After Gagnieris death she married Charles Menard, by whom 
she had three s.ons and twof daughters. She was generally called 
by the inhabitants Aunt Mary Ann, an,d was a person of conse­
quence among them, being midwife, and the only person pre­
tending to a knowledge of the healing art. Until a fort was 
erected at Prairie du Chien, and a surgeon arrived there with the 
troops, she was sent for by the sick, and attended them as regularly 
as a physician, and charged fees therefor, giving them, aS' she ex­
pressed it, '̂ device and yarb drink." She was. an excellent nurse, 
and even after there were reg:ular surgeons of the army stationed 
at Fort Crawford, Mary Ann continued to practice among the in-

* We learn from the Annals of the Minnesota Historical Society, that as 
early as 1805, Farribault encamped opposite Mendota, Minnesota, trading 
with the Indians; and, in 1822, he formed one of the constituent mem­
bers of the Columbia Fur Company, of Minnesota. From the American 
State Papers, he appears to have removed to the St. Peters, in 1819.— 
L. C. D. 
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habitants. Whether they employed her because- they had more 
faith in her skill, or because they could pay her with more ease, 
as she took her pay in the produce of the country, but was not 
very modest in her charges, I cannot with certainty state; and 
frequently after the army physician had attended a patient a long 
time, who perhaps for want of good nursing could not be cured, 
Mary Ann would take the patient home with her, and by the 
force of good nursing and ''yarb drink'^ restore him to health, so 
that we frequently joked the physician about Mary Ann's supe­
rior skill in the healing art. There are at this time many of 
her desceoadants residing at Prairie diil Ohien, who are generally as 
industrious and orderly inhabitants as any others. 
' Mr. CampWl, of whom I have pre-viously made mention as 

Indian Agent and Justice of the Peace, had passed to his long 
home before I came to the country, and I fo'und a Oanadian of 
French extraction by the name of Nicholas Boilvin clothed with 
the dignified office of Shib-Agent and Justice of the P'eace. He 
had about the same amount of education as Judge Eeaume of 
Green Bay, previously spoken of, and about the same ideia of jus­
tice, and was nearly as arbitrary. His. law libraiy consisted of 
a single volume of old statutes of the IT'orth Western Territory, 
one of Illinois, and one of the Missouri Territoay; but in decid- " 
ing ca,ses he paid no attention to the statute, but decided according 
to his ofwa idea of right and wrong. ̂  

*Col. Boilvin's trio volumes formed probably the first law library in 
Wisconsin, except perhaps Judge Reaume's single volume of Blackstone; 
one of which is now, by the courtesy of Judge Lockwood among the col­
lections of the Wis. Hist. Society. He did no! prohably often consult 
them, if we may judge from his off-hand manner of administering jus­
tice as related by Mrs. Kinzie in her Wau-Bun: "Col. Boilvin's office 
w-as just without the walls of the fort at Prairie du Chien, and it was 
much the f-ashion among the ofiicers to lounge in there of a morning, to 
find sport for an idle hour, and to take a glass of brandy and water with 
the old gentleman, which he called taking a little 'queique-chose.' A sol­
dier, named Fry, had been accused of stealing and killing a calf belonging 
to M. Rolette, and the constable, a bricklayer of the name of Bell, had 
been dispatched to arrest the culprit and brin^ him to trial. While the 
gentlemen were making their customary morning visit to the Justice, a 
noise was heard in the entry, and a knock at the door. 

'Come in/ cried the old gentleman, rising and walking toward the door. 
J5ezi—Here, sir, I have brought Fry to you, as you ordered. 
Justice'-'FTY, you great rascal! What for you kill M, Rolette's calf? 
Fry~l did not kill M. Rolette's calf. 
/ttsitice—(Shaking his fist) You lie, you great rascal! BeU, take him 

to jail Come gentlemen, come, let us take a leetle quelque-choser 
L. C. D. 
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Ool. Alexander McIlTair of St. Louis, had, as already mentioned, 
for his clerks in the suttling business, his nepheW Thomas Me-
Isliair, afterwards captain of the militia,, and John L. Findley.— 
But Thomas McKTair shortly afterwards married a daughter of 
Mr. Ourtois, a respectable farmer of French descent, and Findley 
married a Miss Hurtileese, a half-sister of Mrs. Eolette, and a 
quarter blood of the Sioux nation. Upon learning these transac­
tions of his clerks, Cbl. MejSTair naturally concluded that they 
were attending more to- their own pleasure than to his matters, 
and sent a man by the name of Wilfred Owens, a Kentuckian, 
to whom he gave an interest iu the business, and discharged Mc-
Nair, afterwards captain of the militia, and John L. Findley.—-

MclsTair went to farming. Findley went to Mackinaw, and 
procured, by the assistance of Mr. Eolette, a small assort­
ment of goods, and attempted to trade at Prairie du Ohien; but 
as there was then no money in circulation, except what little came 
fro-m the few troops statioued at the fort, and goods were then 
selUng very high at Mackinaw, he did not succeed in business, 
and before the close of the year tuimed over to Mr. Eolette his 
stock and assets towards the payment of the purchase, which was 
made of Messrs. Berthelotte and Eolette. 

In the spring of J.817, a Eoman Catholic Priest from St. Louis 
called P'ere Priere, visited Prairie du Ohien. He was the first 
that had been' there for many years, and perhaps since the settle­
ment, and organized the Roman Catholic Church, and disturbed 
some of the domestic arrangements, of the inhabitants. He found 
several women who had left their husbands and were living with 
other men; these he m.ade by the terror of his church to return 
and ask pardon of their husbands, and to be taken back by them, 
which they of course could not refuse. 

Brevet General Smythe, the Colonel of the Eifie Eegiment, 
who came to Prairie du Ohie-n to erect Fort Orawford in 1816, 
had arrived in June, and selected the mound where the stockade 
had been built, and the ground in front, to include the most thick-
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]y inhabited part of the village. The ground thus selected en­
croached upon tlie ancient buiying ground of the Prairie, so that 
the inhabitants were obliged to* remove their dead to another 
place. 

During the winter of 1816 or early in the spring of 1817, Lieut. 
Col- Talbot Chambers arrived at Fort Craiwford, and assumed the 
command, and the houses in the village being an obstruction to 
the garrison, in the spring of 1817, he ordered thosei houses in front 
and about the fort to be taken down by their owners., and removed 
to the lower end of the vilkge, where he pretended, tO' give them 
lots. When Gen. Smythe first arrived at Prairie du Chien, he 
arrested Michael Brisbois then the most prominent citizen of the 
Prairie, and placed him under a guard of soldiers for several 
days, charging him with treason, for having taken up arms against 
the United States. After keeping him in duress for several 
days, he was sent on board of a bo'at under a guard toi St. Louis, 
Gen. Smythe refusing to let Mrs. Brisbois- send her husband a 
package of bea,ver tô  raise money in St Louis to pay his ex­
penses. The guard took him to St. Louis and landed himi on the 
levee, where they left him, not having delivered him over tO' the 
civil authorities., or instituted any proceedings against him, but 
left him there witliout money or means tO' return home. But. Mr. 
Brisbois was known' in St. Louis, at least by reputatioui, and 
readily found friends who assisted him tO' return homei. During 
his absence the commandant, who I believe waŝ  Lieut. Ool. Ham­
ilton, ordered Mrs. Brisbois and family out of her house, and 
took possession of it in which tO' spread the contractor's flour to 
dry; and also took possession of Mr. Brisbois' bake-house, with 
about two hundred cords of dry oven wood, which was used by 
the commissary or contractor, for which aggTessions and injuries 
Mr. Brisbois received no compensation. 

Although in a time of peace, and our Government had received 
the country by tieaty stipulation, the officers of the army treated 
the inha.bitants as a conquered people, and the commandants as-
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sumed all the authority of governors of a conquered country, 
arraigning and trying the citizens by courts-martial, and sentencing 
them to ignominious punishments. This waS' more particularly 
the case under the reign of Cbl. Chambers, who was a brave sol­
dier in the field, but a weak man and not qualified for a comman­
dant, as he was generally governed by some favorite officer or 
ofiicers, who not being responsible for the outrage committed by 
their superior, would induce him to do acts to gratify their whims 
or prejudices. 

Charles Menard, the husband of the notable Mary Ann, was 
-arrested, having been charged with selling whiskey to the soldiers. 
He was brought about five miles from his residence imder a guard, 
tried by a court-martial, whipped, and with a bottle hung to his 
neck, marched through the streets, with music playing the Bogus's 
March after him. Menard protested that he had not sold liquor 
to the soldiers, but that they had asked him for it, and that he 
refused to let them have any, as he did not keep liquor for sale. 

And during Obi. Chambers' reign, for some alleged immoral con­
duct he banished Joseph Eolette tO' an island, a.bout seven miles 
above Prairie du Chien, where he obliged him to pass the winter^ 
but in the spring permitted him to return to the village tô  attend 
to his business, as his outfits were coming in from^ the Indian 
•country. 

Mr. Brisbois informed me that he had resided in Prairie du 
Ohien about thirty years;* and there was an old Scotchman by 
the name of James Aird,t connected with the company by which 
I was first employed in the Indian trade, who generally wintered 

*Mr. Brisbois, in 1S20, gave evidence before Mr. Liee, the government 
commissioner, that he had been thirty-nine years In the country, and was 
then sixty years of age; and this would give the year 1781 as the year of 
his coming to Prairie du Chien. L. C. D. 

fMr. Aird was from Mackinaw, and was a worthy man and enterpris­
ing trader. His field of operations was mainly with the Sioux or Dakotas, 
in what is now Iowa and Minnesota. On the return of Lewis and Clark's 
expedition in 1806, they met Mr. Aird with two trading boats above the 
Big Sioux River, on the Missouri; and in their Journal they speak of him 
as "a very friendly and liberal gentleman." In 1812, he had a trading 
post at Mendota. I». C. D. 
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among; the Sioux Indians, and had been a trader about forty years* 
The-re was also another man by the name of Duncan Graham, who 
had been engaged in the Indian trade a.bout the same length of 
time, and was captain in the British Indian Department during 
the war, from whom I obtained considerable information of the 
Indian country, and of the earlier days of Prairie du Chien. 

Prairie du Ohien was, at this time, an imiportant post for Indian 
trade, and was considered by the Indians, as neutral ground, where 
different tribes, although at war might visit in safety; but if hos-
tile, they had to be'^rare of being caught in the neighborhood, 
going or returning. Yet I never heard of any hostile move­
ment on the Prairie after they had safely arrived. 

The factories which John W, Johnson had charge of, were estab-
lislied by an act of Congress previous to the war of 1812, for 
the humane jourpose of preventing the Blritish traders fromi extor­
tions on the Indians, and of counteracting British influence over 
theanl, which they exercised through the tradersi. But unfortu­
nately they had the contrary efl:ect, and through the bad manage­
ment of the traders, the! Government of the United States, was 
made to- appear contemptible in the; eyes of the Indians. The idea 
was then prevalent in the U. SL, that the most sleazy and cheap 
goods were what the Indians wanted, whereas the blankets fur­
nished by the British traders., although of coarse wool, were thick 
and substantial, and so were the cloths and calicoeS', while those 
furnished by the Americans^ were greatly inferior. I t was niiany 
years before Mjr. Astor, with all liisi wealth and sagacity, could ob­
tain in England suitable blankets and cloths for the Indian trade, 
and also the piroper guns. There Avas, at that time, an Indian gun 
manufactured in England, called the North West gun, of simple, 
plain a.nd strong construction, and it was understood that the 
manufacture of blankets, cloths and guns was sO' much undeir the 
influence of the JSTorth West Fur Company, that an American 
could not procu,re the genuine article, and hence the goods fur­
nished by the factors were all of an inferior article, except 
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tobacco; and the British traders took especial pains when they 
happened to have a poor aii:icle, to call it American. They 
had been furnished for many years with their tobacco from Al­
bany, an inferior article, made into carrots of from twO' to three 
poimds.; and when the American tobacco in plugs, and of a toler­
able good quality, was introduced among them, they admitted that 
it was the best. 

When, I first came to the country, it was the practice of the old 
trade-rs and interpreters tO' call any inferior article of goods Amer­
ican, and to speak to the Indians in a contemptuous manner of the 
Americans and their goods, and the goods which ihey brought into 
the country but tooi generally warranted this reproach. But 
after Mr. Astor had purchased out the South-West Oo-mpany and 
established the American F'ur Company, he succeeded in getting 
suitable kinds of goods for the Indians, except at first tlie JsTorth-
West Indian gun. He attempted to introduce .an imitation of 
them, manufactured in Holland, but it did not succeed, as the In­
dians soon detected the difference. 

At that time there were generally collected at Prairie du Chien 
by the traders and U. S. factors, about three hundred packs of one 
hundred pounds each of furs and peltries, mostly fine furs. Of the 
different Indian tribes that visited and traded more or less at 
Prairie du Ohien, there were the MeuMliQrie^ from Green Bay, 
who frequently wdntered on the Mississippi; the Chippewas, who 
resided on the head waters of the Chippewa and Black rivers; iiie 
Foxes, who had. a. large village where Oassvillei now stands, caUed 
Penah:—i. e. Turkey; the Sauks, who resided about Galena and 
Dubuque; the Winnebagoes, who resided on the Wisconsin Eiver; 
the lowas, who then had a village on the Up^per Iowa Eiver'; Waba-
shaw's band of Sioux, who resided on a beautiful Prairie on the 
Iowa side of the Mississippi, about one hundred and twenty miles 
above Prairie du Chien, with occasionally a Kickapoo and Potta­
wattamie. 

The Sauks and Foxes brought from. Galena a considerable quan-
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tity of lead, moulded in the earth, in bars about two feet long, 
and from, six to eight inches wide, and from two to four inches 
thick, being something of an oval form, and thickest in the mid­
dle, and generally thinning to the edge, and weighing from- thirty 
to forty pounds. It was not an uncommon thing to see a Fox 
Indian arrive at Prairie du Ohien with a hand sled, loaded with 
twenty or thirty wild turkies for sale, as they were very plenty 
about Cassville, and occasionally there were some killed opposite 
Pi'airie du Ohien. 

About the year 1822, a man by the name of Hardin Perkins, 
from Kentucky, came to Prairie du Chien for the purpose of 
building a saw-mill in the Indian country, and obtained permis­
sion from Major T'aliaferro, then agent for the Sioux Indians, 
with the consent of the Indians, to erect a sawrmill on their land 
on the Chippewa Eiver and tributaries; but Perkins not having 
the capital to carry out his project, or suflSoient influence to ob­
tain the permission of the Indians to erect this mill, solicited 
Joseph Eolette and myself to join him, which we did, and con­
tracted with Wabashaw's band of Sioux, who claimed the 
Chippewa Eiver country, for the privilege of erecting a mill and 
cutting timber for it, paying them about $1,000 per year in goods, 
and furnished Perkins the necessary means for the purpose; and 
he was to take charge of and conduct the business. He pro­
ceeded to Menomonee Eiver, a tributary of the Chippewa, and on 
a small stream running into the Menomonee, about twenty miles 
from its mouth, erected a saw .mill and had it so near done that 
he expected to commence sawing in a veiy few days, when one of 
those sudden freshets to which hilly countries are subject, came 
upon him and swept away the dam, mill and appendages;, and 
Perkins returned to Prairie du Chien with his family and hands, 
having suffered during his residence there considerable from fear 
of the Chippewa Indians who resided near, and sometimes visited 
the mill builders. 

Ool. Shelling, who commanded at Fort Snelling, had frequently 
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since Perkins and his men commenced operations, threatened to 
send a force and destroy the mill, saying the Indian Agent had no 
authority to give permission to build mills in the Indian coimtry. 
The parties being pretty well convinced of the fact., and that CoL 
Snelling had malice enough to- carry out his threat, if for nothing 
else but to punish Mr. Eolette, with whom he had some diiSculty, 
concluded not to rebuild, until they could be authorized by some 
better authority, supposing then that the Secretary of War had 
that power; and Mr. Eolette and myself made up our minds to 
pocket the loss, and let Perkins off with the loss of the few arti­
cles he had furnished and his services, which amounted to about 
fifteen hundred dollars. I t proved a bad speculation to all par­
ties. The annuity we agree.d to pay the Indians, for the privilege 
of building the mill and cutting timber, being stopped during the 
time there was no work on the mill, the Indians insisted upon its 
payment, and enquired the reason we did not go on with the work. 
We were obliged to tell them that their Great Father would not 
allow us to do SO'. They said they had given us permission, and 
that the country was theirs, and their Great Father had no right 
to say anything a>bout it. 

In the fall of 1829, returning from St. Louis, I met at Galena 
Major John Biddle of Detroit, who had then been elected our 
delegate to C'ongTess from Michigan, and enquired what he could 
do for mê , or the people of Prairie du Ohien at Washington. I 
then related to him the situation in w ĥieh I and Mr. Eolette were 
placed with regard to the mill and annuities to the Indians. He 
told me that when I got home, if I would address him at Wash­
ington, stating our case, that he would attend toi it. I wrote to 
him a full statement of the case and difficulties, and Major Biddle 
obtained for us from the Secretary of War permission to erect 
mills, &c., provided we contracted with the Indians through the 
Indian Agent at Prairie du Chien. 

We renewed our contract with the Indians, through their agents, 
and in May, 1830, sent a mill-wright who was also a partner, a su» 
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perintendent, carpenter and blacksmith, with laborers, provisions, 
teams, and tools, to erect a mill on the Chippewa Eliver or its 
tributaries. The mill-wright selected the site of the old dam of 
Perkins for his dam, and built the mill on the Menomonee^ Eiver, 
and dug a canal across a point of land from: the small stream to 
tlie mill. The hands we were obliged to eauploy w êre mostly 
Canadians, and we engaged tlie w îfe of one of them:, a Menomionee 
half breed, as cook for the hands. Few Americans can manage 
the Canadian voyageurs to advantage. They suppose that they 
must be treated, with the same familiarity as American! laborers, 
and reason them into doing their duty; but this is not the proper 
treatment. The voyageur has been so long accustomed to look 
upon his employer as his superior, and tOi be treated by him as* 
his inferior, that so soon as he is treated as American hands expect 
to be treated by their employer, they at once conceive a contempt 
for him, and become mut.inous. Such ŵ as the case with our 
superintendent, and he proved not be qualified to superinteud 
any kind of m.ein or business, and all the hands looked upon him 
with contempt. 

Three or four OhippeW'̂ as came to them and the Menomonee 
half breed woman, she being the only one that understood the 
Chippewa language, and told them that if they did not leave there 
they would kill them all. This was about night-fall, and the super­
intendent was so much alarmed that at dark he got into a canoe 
with one man, as much frightened as himself, and went down in 
the night over the rapids, that were diflScult to naviga,te eve.n: in 
the day time, leaving orders with the men tO' load the provisions, 
tools, &e., into the boat, and to start in the morning down the 
Chippewa Eiver near to its mouth, which they did, driving the 
oxen by land. The superintendent, whose name was Armstrong, 
arrived at the Prairie evidently much alarmed, and gave me a 
terrible account of his escape; and not until he had been at the 
Prairie some considerable time did he inform, me that he had 
ordered all the men to leave the mill, and that they were probably 
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on their way down. I w âs then satisfied that my presence was 
required there, unless I intended to abandon the mill; and it being 
in the hot w^eather of August, I did not feel much inclined to make 
a voyage in a ca.noe exposed to the sun, but from the materials we 
had to deal with, I saw at once that it was necessary. 

I had a canoe manned with a half breed Winnebago, who spoke 
Chippewa, and together Avith Armstrong and the Frenchm,an w ĥo 
had come down wdth him, put out at once, taking; in my canoe 
provisions enough for myself and crew to reach the mill. We 
had proceeded a,bout forty miles up the Mississippi, when early 
in the morning at a sand-bar, .in the middle of a channel, and 
about one fourth of a mile from the shore, I met a canoe with a 
Menomonee half-breed and a large athletic Ohioan by the name 
of Hartwell, whom I had never seen before, Armstrong had 
engaged him as carpenter, and taken him to the mill without my 
having seen him, or knowing his name. I asked them where they 
were going, and they said to the Prairie. I said, ^^no!—^you must 
return wdtli me." I knew that the half-breed would obey without 
difficulty, but Hartwell said he was going to the Prairie', and I 
knew in order tO' take all of them back, I must take these back as 
I met them. Hartwell w âs a strong man and armed with a rifle, 
but I said to him, "this canoe at least is mine, and does not go to 
the PHi r i e ; you can take your choice, either to go back, or to 
remain on this sand-bar.'' 

He eomcluded tO' go back, and for fear that they might give me 
the slip, I got into the canoe wdth them and we proceeded up the 
river about ten miles farther, where we met all the Canadians 
with the half-breed Menomonee woman, when we all put ashore. 
I told them that they must go back to the mill, which they refused 
to do. I soon discoveredj as I had suspected, that the woman was 
the leader of the party, and I bribed her to go back. She con­
sented, and the others followed her example. She and her husband 
•were in a large eaiioe, not half finished, which would gp 
hard up stream. From the manner of her consenting soi readily 
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to return, I suspected that she intended as soon as they could lag 
a little behind, and get some point between me and them, to slip 
down the stream;, which I afterwards learned was really their in­
tention; to prevent which, I told them, as they were weak-handed, 
and had a heavy canoe, that I would embark with them and 
help them paddle. I paddled all day, and made a good day's 
work up stream, and encamped in a channel of the river opposite 
to Wabashaw's Prairie. 

The men had only taken provisions enough to last them to the 
Prairie, and it was soon seen that my stock would not be sufficient 
for the additional mouths unti l we reached the boat. I n camp at 
night one of the men named Francis La Pointe, a native of 
Prairie du Chien, and well acquainted with the customs of the 
Indians, told me that it was but a short distance across the coun­
try to the Chippewa., where the boat then was; and pro-posed to 
go there, take a canoe and meet us wdth provisions, which I 
requested him to do. H e accordingly after breakfast borrowed a 
gun, took some crackers in his pocket, and started across, while 
ŵ e proceeded up the chnnnel along under the bluffs for about five 
miles to where the canoes cross the Mississippi to the western side. 
J ust as we were about putting off from the shore. La Pointe came 
running down the hill hallooing ''^Indians!'' The canoes were 
all putting O'Ut into the river, but I ordered the canoe that I was 
in to put to shore, and take the man in, eoufiding, at the time, 
in his statement. 

La Pointe lia.d on, when he started, two cotton shirts, and when 
he returned one of the shirts was nearly cut from him, and several 
stabs through tlie other. He had thrown away all his ammuni­
tion and his hat, and stated that after crossing the hill and getting 
into a ravine of tall gra^s, that five Chippewa Indians suddenly 
surrounded him, took away his powder, shot and provisions, cut 
his hat and shirt all to pieces, called him a dog, and would have 
taken his gun had he not begged hard to retain it, telling them 
that it was not his. He told so probable a story of what would 
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naturally be the conduct of a ŵ ar party of Indians, that I at first, 
believed him, but we stopped shortly after for dinner, and although 
the men pretended to be much afraid of the Indians, I discovered-
something in their conduct that satisfied me, that it was a hoax. 
They pro^posed to turn back to Prairie du Chien for fear of the 
Indians^ but I told them that I was never in the habit of turning-
back through fear, until I saw there ŵ as really danger, and that I 
did not require them to run any risk which I would not myself 
freely share. 

We finally proceecled on quietly until near the mouth of Eiverie 
AuBkeuf or Buffalo Eiver, when Armstrong and the man who came 
down with him, who were actually in great fear, as they were not 
in the secret of the plot, discovered an Indian on the bluffs below 
its mouth, or imagined they did, and gave the alarm of ^^Chip-
pewa!" But we met some Sioux at the foot of the bluffs, and they 
said that it could not be Ohipipewas, as they had the day before 
been hunting over there and thought it proba.ble that some of 
their people might still be hunting there. So we proceeded to a 
point opjDO'site to the mouth of the Chippewa Eiver, and encamped 
for the night 

So much had been said about danger from the Chippewas, that 
I began to believe there was something in it, and must confess 
that the next morning I entered the narrow mouth of the Chip­
pewa, fringed with bushes., with some fear that some Indian might 
be hid, and fire upon us without giving notice of his presence; 
but once in, the feeling, of fear wore off, and we proceeded on 
with little to eat until about 10 o^dock, when we came to a MeDom 
onee lodge^ where we found a gTeat deal of venison, and a quan­
tity stuck up around the fire cooking, to which we did ample 
justice. We then proceeded about ten miles up the river, where 
ŵ e found the boat and three Americans ŵ ho had remained with 
i t But they refused, as well as the Canadians to go back to the 
mill under the superintendence of Armstrong; and from all ac­
counts of the men, as well as from what I had seen of him, I was 
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satisfied that he -was not calculated to conduct such a business, 
and I concluded that the best way to get rid of him., ŵ as to pur­
chase him out, even' if I had to give more than he was justly 
entitled. His fear of the Chippewas was such, that he did not 
wish to retiuiu. He owed mC' about five hundred dollars, which 
would not be w ôrth much if he left the mill; yet, toi get rid of 
him, I gave him that, and took a quit claim of all his claims upon 
the mill, and let him' have a small canoe in which he descended 
the river. 

My people agreed to go back to the mill, provided I would get 
the Menomonees to go up the' river w îth us-, b'Ut I had no inter­
preter in whom I could confide, as my half breed Winnebago^ had 
joined his. comrades, the Canadians, against me. So I sent down 
for the Mjenomo'nees at the lodge we had passed, to come and go 
with us; but presume that the half-breed Menomonee woman 
had instructed them how to act; for although I offeired them a 
high price, they pretended to be afraid of the Chippewas, which 
I was satisfied was not the ease, and declined to go, unless another 
band who were hunting, on the Chippewai, above the mouth of 
the Menomonee Eiver, would go with them. So I sent an Indian 
for them and proceeded on with my boat, and encamped on a 
sand-bar opposite the Menomonee Eiver, and waited for the In­
dians until about noon the next day, when they arrived, but did 
not want tO' go into- the Menomonee', expressing their f ©ars' of the 
Chippewas. I offered them a keg of powder, a bar of lead, and 
promised, when they next came to Prairie du Ohien, to give them 
•a keg of whiskey; but they still declined going, reiterating their 
apprehensionSj which I was satisfied were feigned for the occasion, 
an!d that they were but playing their part as instructed by the 
half-breed woman. Believing such to be the case, I ordered the 
men to put the things in the boat, telling them that I was not 
afraid of the Ohippewas, and should go to the mill. Upon this, 
some of the Canadians showed a disjX)Siition to mutiny, but I had 
made up my mind to go, and knock down the leader witli a club; 
and force them to accompany me. How I should have succeeded 
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I do not know, but at that moment the Indians finding that I was 
determineid to go without them ,̂ said they -would go, and we pro­
ceeded up the Menomonee Eiver a,bout nine miles, where we 
encamped. 

The Winnebago and Menomonee half breeds unloaded one of 
the canoes and said there was SL lake near there, and that they 
would go and shoot elk; but in about an hour they returned, 
apparently much alarmed, and said they saw tracks of Indians 
around the iake. But the Menomonees who had agreed to go 
with us fearing to loose their promised pay if we went back, said 
that the tracks were not Ohipipewas but Menomonees, as some of 
their people had been there that day hunting. The next day we 
proceeided on up the river witho'Ut any thing of note until we 
reached the mill, except occasionally seeing a Chippewa, in imagi­
nation. 

There was among the carpenters of my party a discharged sol­
dier of the name of Holmes, who was a better mill-wright than 
Armstrong, and upon whom, as I afterwards learned, Armstrong 
had depended to build the mill. I theni made a bargain with 
Isaac Saunders, one of the carpenters Arnistirong, had taken up, 
giving him an interest in the mill to superintend it, and engaged 
Holmes by the day to build the mill. There had been very little 
work done during the summer, and they did not get the mill ready 
to co'inmence sawing until March, 1831; and by the 1st of June 
following, had sawed about 100,000 feet of lumiber. I t was im-
possiible at that time at P'rairie du Ohien toi get any other hands 
than OanadianSi, except occasionally a discharged soldier; and 
among the Americans that were at the miU, there was not one 
who knew^ how toi construct a raft. 

The Canadian manner of rafting had been to lay two floats of 
timber about ten inches square, and raft the boardsi on themi, and 
they rafted om- lumber in that way; but when they had completed 
the raft, they found there was not water enougjii to- float it, the 
water being veiy low that spring. As many of the men's time 
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would be out in May, I went up with another set of hands to sup-
plv the places of those that would come away with the raft But 
on arriving there, I found the water very low, and the C^anadians-
declared that the lumber could not be rafted out of the river. I t 
appeared that we would have to wait for a rise of water; and hav-
iiur a double set of hands^ I concluded to build another mill, on a 
stream about one mile from the other. I set the hands to work-
getting out timber for the dam, mill, &c. 

The Canadians who had first gone there, and went back with 
me against their will, and whose times were about expiring, were 
still disposed to be mutinous, and declared their intention of not 
waiting for a rise of wa,ter to get the timber out, and of leaving-
as soon as their time should expire. I told them that they could, 
not leave until they took down the lumber; that I would pay them 
for their time, and that they could not get provisions to go unless 
they took it by force, and that, I did not think, would be very 
safe for them to attempt while I was there, and if they cut a pine 
tree to make a canoe of, I would have them' pro-secuted and im-
priso-ned— ând, as a Canadian is much afraid of a jail, they con­
cluded to continue their work. 

During the time I was contriving how this lumber was to be got 
to the mouth of the Menomonee, and talking with Holmes one 
day about it, he told me he had somewhere seen lumber rafted 
over rapids by laying one sawed board or slab lapping about half 
its length upon another, after the manner of shingling, and thus-
repeat and combine until the raft or crib sho'uld be formed; and 
that it would hang together in passing over any rapids. Upon 
this hint I caused a crib to be made, but the men said it would 
drown any one who would be fool-hardy enough to take it over-
the rapids. I waited till the following Sunday, when the men 
w ôuld be idle, and then told two of the hands that if they would 
take tliat crib to the mouth of the Menomonee, I would pay them 
one dollar each. They did so without accident, and returned by-
land before night, and reported that the lumber could be taken-
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•down in that way without any difficulty. The men now went to 
work and rafted it; got it nearly all to the mouth of the river, 
•when about the 1st of June, it commen(^d raining, and continued 
most of the time very hard for a fortnight. The stream on which 
our dam' -was, rose in about twelve hours something like twelve 
feet, and the Menomonee Eiver about the same, carrying away 
the dam, and sweeping the loose made cribs of lumber from their 
moorings, and scattered the lumter over the bottoms of the Me­
nomonee and Chippewa rivers. About fifty thousand feet of this 
lumber was afterwards recovered in a damaged state, at a great 
<3Xpense, and taken to St Louis' and sold at a reduced price. Such 
were some of the difficulties attending the early attempts at lumber­
ing in this country. The only hands that could be employed were 
the C'ana.dian vouageurs; they could row a boat well, or nm a 
rafti, but that was about the extent of their knowledge of lumber­
ing. Oceasionially you could pick up a discharged soldier that 
had some knowledge of the business, and these were the materials 
•that pioneer^ saw-mill proprietors had to u^, and manage as best 
they could. 

Shortly after this., Daniel Whitney, of Green Bay, obtained 
from the Secretary of War a similar permit to that granted to Mr. 
Eolette and myself, and built a miU upon the Up]}er Wisconsin. 

Of all the foreigners that came to this coimtry, tlie Canadians 
of French extraction seemed to have the least idea of the privileges 
of American; citizenship. It a.ppeared almost impossible to instil 
into their minds anything of the independence of self-govern­
ment, and this was not confined entirely to the uneducated, but 
would apply more or less to the partially educated classes. They 
•do not consider it a privilege to vote for the officers who are to 
.govern them'; and co'usider it only desirable to use the elective 
franchise in order to gratify some friend ŵ ho has asked them to 
vote for himself or his candidate; and when so requested, they 
are too polite to refuse, unless a previous promise had been made -
to some other. 
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I have lived among this people upwards of thirty years;, and have 
taken considerable interest in' elections, and f i ^ u e u t l y asked the 
peojJe to vote for the candidate that I supported, and reooiUect 
but a solitary instance, in all that time', wwhere a man bad the inde­
pendence to refuse my request. I t Avas amusing after the comity 
of Craw^ford was organized, and an election wa,s tot take place 
for a delegate to ObngTess from Michigan,, to seei these people 
about election time. I t so ha-ppened that Joseph Eolette and 
myself influenced about an equal number of voters, and as we 
generally supporteid different candidlates, these people would meet, 
and talk amo^ng, themselves about the election;, asking eadi other 
w ĥo tliey w^ere going to vote for? The answ^er invariably was, 
''Je va vote pour Mons. Eolette:^' or ^^Je va voie^ pour Mons. 
Loekwood;" the names of the op'posing candidates never being 
nientioued, and very seldom known—a rather amusing oircumL-
stance. 

In the spring of the year 1824, a delegate to Oongress was tO' 
be elected for Michigan; and Michigan, like all other portio'us. 
of the Union, had several piatriotic men who desired to sacri­
fice them.selves to the service of their country. Amoaig the numer­
ous candidates, Mr. Eolette and I each selected o-ne for our sup­
port, and solicited the votes of the 0'ana.dian.s for our respect­
ive candidates. Among the voters was a respectable and indus­
trious farmer living in the lower end of P'rairie du Ohien, by the 
name of Barrette, whose vote had been solicited both by Mir. 
Eolette and myself; but Biarrette being engaged in getting in 
his spring crop of grain;, and thinking if he went to the election 
he would offend one or the other' of us, which he wished to avoid, 
concluded it would be wisest to remain at home, and work on his 
farm. Mr. Eolette's idea of the elective franchi^se was; such, that 
he believed that every man was bound to vote, and,, mioreoveor 
that he should do it precisely in accordance with' his leader's 
vrishes, without exercis.ing any judgment whatever of his own. 
Mr. Eolette being a Canadian by birth, of French extraction, and 
although an educated man, considered himself insulted by Bi'ar-
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rette's not coming to the election and voting for his candida.te, and 
•declared that he would be revenged on him. 

Tliere was a law at that time in Michigan preventing stud horses 
from running at large w ĥen over eighteen months of age, under 
a penalty of ten dollars for each offencei, "if willingly or wilfully 
at large'' At this time the water was high in the Mississippi,, 
and the old village of Prairie du Ohien was an island. One 
morning shortly after the eleetioai, Mr. Eolette wdth his men 
brought me twoi horses, of the aforesaid description, and hitched 
them, before my door. I was then a Justice of the P^aoe. Eolette 
entered my house under considerable apparent excitement, saying, 
he had brought me two* horses that Were running at large contrary 
to law. I answered him, that I did not want the horses, nor was 
I going to take charge of them. Mr. Eolette then, asked, as they 
were at large eontrary to law, wdiat was to be done? I answered,, 
that I would have iiothmg to do Avith thei horses, and should not 
take charge of themi; but if he wished tô  make a complaint against 
their owners, I was bound to take notice of it. Mr. Eolette than 
concluded to make such complaint against Barrette, the owner 
of one of the horses, and let the other off, as he had no pique tO" 
gratify in his case. Process was accordingly issued against Bar­
rette, and soon returned served. On the day of trial, a man by 
the name of Perkins, heretofore spoken of, seeing that the suit 
was brought by an apparently wealthy man to oppress a poor one,, 
volunteered his services tô  assist in defending him;, and on calling 
the case the defendant demanded a jury. The Legislature of 
Michigan had some twO' or three years before this reduced the 
jury before a Justice of the Peace to six, and tlie year preceding 
this trial, they had reipealed that law, without any saving, ola.use. 
Under these circum'stances, I decided that the repeal of the law 
revived the old one of twelve jurors, and accordingly had a jury 
of that number summoned and sworn. It so happened that tliere 
were some Americans on the jury, and as the trial proceeded, the 
defendant admitted that his horse was at large, but not "willingly 
or-wilfully," and proved that his horse was old, and had been worked' 
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down very poor in the spring, and that when he was through 
with his work and wished to turn him out on the P'rairie, to save 
himself from the penalty of the law, he had taken him to be cas­
trated to the only man on the Prairie that pretended to perform such 
oi)erations. But he declined doing so, saying that the horse was 
too poor and weak toi live through it, and that he had better turn 
him out on the P'rairie to rest and recruit a few days, as he could 
do no harm. Under his testimony, the jury bro-ught in a verdict 
for defendant, stating that Barrette's horse was neither "wilfully 
nor willingly" at large, contrary to law. 

After this Barrette, by advice of his friend, brought suit 
-against Mr, Eolette, before JST. Boilvin, Esq., another Justice of the 
Peace, for trespass;, and, swimming his horse across the sloug'h of 
St. Ferole, and had another jury, who gave Barrette five dollars 
damages and costs, which mortified Mr. Eolet.te veiy much. He 
did not care sO' much about the money, as he did about attempting 
to punish a Clanadian farmer for disobeying his wishes., and to have 
that farmer beat him. 

In the fall of 1818, a severe fight took place on the prairie be­
tween Lac Traverse and the head waters of the Mississippi, under 
something like the following circumstances, as related to me im­
mediately after by some Indians who had participated in the ac­
tion. I was then at my wintering station near Lac qui Parle, on 
the St. Peters. During the summer a Yankton chief, who gener-
a,lly resided near Lac Traverse, called by the French the Grand 
Sierure, had met with some Chippewas, with' whom he had smoked 
the pipe of peace, and after the council had broken up, and 
the Chippew^as were wending their way, as they supposed, safely 
to their homes, when a party of the Grand Sierure's band followed 
them and killed some of the men, and took one woman prisoner. 
Upon this, eleven young Ohippewas armed, provisioneid, and pro­
vided with moccasins, and started for the Sioux country, declaring 
that they would not return mitil they had avenged the insult and 
outrage. They travelled in the Sioux country about a month 
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without falling in with any Sioux, and were apparently on their 
way home, when on the p^rairie between Lac Traverse and the 
head waters of the Mississippi, they discovered a large camp of 
Sioux of about five hundred lodges. As they were in the neigh­
borhood of the camp', they were discovered by some Sioiix on 
horseback, who immediately gave notice to the camp. The Chip­
pewas finding that they were discovered, and that their fate was 
sealed, sent one of their number home toi carry tidings of their prob­
able destruction, and the other ten got intO' a copse of timber and 
brush on the prairie, and commenced throwing up breast works by 
digging holes with their knives and handsi,̂ ' determined to sell their 
lives as dearly as ]x>ssible, knowing that there was not the re­
motest hojie for their escape. 

In a short time the warriors from the Sio-ux camp surrounded 
them, and, it would appear, made the attack without much order 
or system, and fought something like the militia in the Black 
Hawk war at the attack near Kellogg's, where C'aeh one attacked 
and fought ou his own account wuthout orders-. To show their 
bravery, the Slioux would approach the eutreoâ ched Chippewas 
singly, but from the covert and deadly fire of the ChippewaS', 
they were sure to fall. They continued to fight in thisi way, until 
about seventy of the Sioux were killed or wounded, when one of 
the Sioux war chiefs cried out, that the enemy were killing them in 
detail, and directed a general onset, when they all in a body rushed 
upon the OMppewas with knives and tomahawks; and, after a 
severe stiniggle, overp.owered auid extcirminated theui,, wounding 
in the melee- many of their own ]>eople. The brave Chippewas 
had exhausted their ammunition, and now fell a sacrifice to superior 
numbers. Thus perished ten as intrepid warriors as ever entered 
the battle field. Tbe eleventh pursued his w ây, and carried to his 
people the news of the probable fate of the others. The Sioux 
exulted in their mournful victory, which was purchased at the 
cost of the lives of between seventy and eighty of their warriors.. 

* This digging holes was a common mode of defense for a weak party.— 
See Pikers Expeditions, Phila. edition, 1810, p. 19; and Brunson's Sketch 
of Crawford County, in Vol. 1, Wis. Agr. Trans. L. 0. D. 

10 



146 Wisconsin Historical Collections [voi.ii 

If scalps are taken after the fall of the leaves from the trees, it 
is usual for the Indians to continue the scalp dance over them until 
the appearance of the leaves again, when the scalps are buried" 
with considerable ceremony; and if scalps are taken aft.er the put­
ting o-ut of the leaves, they continue to dance until their fall in 
the autumn. 

In the year 1828, General Joseph M. Street was apijpointed In­
dian agent at Pjrairie du Chien, and arrived alone in the fall of 
that year to assume the duties of his office; and, in the winter, 
returned to Illinois and brought his family to P'rairie du Chien in 
the spring of the following year, being, the first family who settled 
in Prairie du Chien that made a profession of religion of the Pro­
testant faith of any of the different sectS'. 

In 1830, a man by the name of Ooe, who claimed tO' be a min­
ister of the Presbyterian church, and missionary to the Indians, 
passed through the country, and remained over Sun.da,y at Prairie 
du Chien, and miade an attempt, at preaching; but he was a 
very illiterate man, and not over stocked with good sense. I 
must here relate an anecdote of this man. He made several 
trips to the upper Indian country, and on one occasion took pas­
sage ooQi a keel boat, and arrived within about thirty miles of Fort 
Snelling on Saturday night; and as the boat would start early in 
the nuo'ming, and he would not travel on the S'abbath', he went 
on shore without provisions, and encamped over Sunday, and on 
Monday made his way to Fort Snelling, hungry and nearly ex­
hausted. Somietime in the year 1832, a student of divinity, of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian sect, came here and taugjit school for 
about six months, and on, Sundays attempted to preach. 

In some of the treaties with the Winnebagoes,* provision had 

•At the treaty of Fort Armstrong, Rock Island, of which Gen. Scott 
and Gov. Reynolds were the commissioners, concluded Sept. 15, 1832, in 
part consideration for a claim of land, it was stipulated that the General 
GoYernment should, for a term of twenty-seven years, maintain a school 
at or near Prairie du Chien for the education and support of such Win­
nebago children as should be voluntarily sent to it, to be conducted by two 
or more teachers, and at an annual cost not to exceed the sum of three 
thousand dollars. L. 0. D. 
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been made for an Indian school near Prairie du Chien, and in the 
year 1833, the Rev. Da.vid Lowry, of the Cumberland Presbyte­
rian denomination, came to the pla.ce as superintendent of said 
Indian school, but it was about a year thereafter before suitable 
buildings were erected on the Yellow Eiver in Iowa, and Mr. 
Lowry remained at Ptairie du Chien, and preached on Sundays; 
and during this timei, collected those professing religion of the 
different denoaninations into a society. In the fall of 1835, the 
Rev. Alfred Branson visited Ptairie du Chien, and returned 
homie the same autumn; and in the spring of 1836, he came back 
with his family, as superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Mission of the Tipper Mississippi and Lake Superior. He pur­
chased a farm and built a house, the materials for* which he 
brought with him from Mfeadville, Pa., and continued for several 
years laboring in his missionary capacity. He several times 
visited the missions on the Upper Miississippi, and when at the 
Prairie, preached and formed a Methodist society. In the year 
1836', the Eev. Mr. Ciaddle, of the Elpiscopal church, came to the 
Prairie as a. missionaiy, but was sho r̂tly after appointed chaplain 
to Fort Cirawford, in which capacity he continued until 1841, when 
feeling, as he expressed it, that he was not in his proper place 
preaching to soldiers, who went to hear him inoTe from compul­
sion than anything else, he resigned his chaplaincy, and again 
entered the missionarv service in another part of the Territory. 
Mr. Caddie, w^hile chaplain of the fort, formed a church- of the-
few communicants of the Prairie, and the ofiicers and ladies of 
the fort, which he called Trinity, but was obliged for most of the 
church officersi to elect non-communicants. 

I must not omit to mention another of the early American set­
tlers., In 1833, the quarter-mias.ter of Fort Crawford advertised in 
Galena for piroiposals for a contract to furnish the fort with a year's 
supply of wood. Elzekiel Painter and a, man by the name of 
Eeed, gpt the contract, and came here and supplied the first ear^ 
tract together, at the end of which Mr. Eeed left the countryl 
Mr. Tainter remained, and continued for several years to-take 
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the wood contract, together with that for supplying the fort with 
beef; and at this business, which he well understood, in comnec-
tion with the cultivation of a farm on, the bluff where he cut his 
wood, he made money quite f ast̂  as he was industrious and saving. 
He sent for his family, which he had left in the state of New 
York, and paid off some old scores that he had previously been 
unable to do, and had some money left for which he had no im­
mediate use. Notwithstanding he knew nothing about merchan­
dizing, he concluded as he expressed it, ^ t̂hat the merchants were 
coining money, and that he wo'uld have a hand in;" and borrow­
ing some means in addition to his own, went to St. Louis and pur­
chased a small stock of goods, which, as might be; expected, w;ere 
not very judiciously selected for the market. During this time 
his brother Gorham arrived by his assistance, whom he took into 
partnership; but knowing as little about mercantile affairs as his 
brother, the business was not veiy well conducted. Both had 
large families to support, and it appears that they kept no ac­
count of expenses, or of what each took from the store. If one 
wanted an article, the other took something else to balance it. 
They continued business for about tWo years, when they took an 
account of stock, and found a deficiency of about three thousand 
dollars, for which they could not account; and as gpods to this 
amount had been taken from- the store without keeping any ac­
count of them', it did not at first occur to their minds that their 
families had consumed them. This satisfied Mr. Fainter that 
money was not so easily gained by merchandizing as' he had sup­
posed, and he returned to farming, and is now a resident and 
worthy citizen of the county. 

In the year 1842, the Eev. Mr. Stephens, of the Presbyterian 
church, who had been on a missionary service somewhere in the 
Indian, country, came as a missionary of that denomination, formed 
a church, and continued here two or three years. There being 
too few members of his church to supply the means of support 
with the stipend he received from the Missionary Sbciety he left 
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for some other part of the Territory, since which time the Meth­
odists have supplied the place regularly with preachers, and occa­
sionally a transient clergyman of some other denomination visits 
us and preaches. Eev. Alfred Birunson since his residence at 
Prairie du Chien, has probably taken more interest than any other 
person in it^ tO' develop the resources of the; country, having at 
different times visited most parts of Western and Northern Wis­
consin, and has written and published several articles on the sub­
ject, well calculated to attract attention to this part of the ooun-
tty. 

Of the old inhabitants found at the Prairie on my arrival here, 
John W. Joihnson,, the factor and Chief Justice of the county 
court, was in 1832, relieved of his duties as factor, by the winding 
up of the factory system of Indian trade, when he removed to St. 
Louis, where he died a few years since. Francis Bouthillier, 
one of the Asisociate Justices of the county court., moved to Ga­
lena, near which place he died in 1833 or 1834. 

Wilfred OKvens ended his da.ys in 1821 by cutting his throat 
in a fit of mental derangement;'^' and John L. Findley, the first 
clerk of the coiu't, went, in 1821, in company with a Frenchman 
by the name of Depouse, and a O^anadian named Barrette, up 
the Mississippi in a canoe on some business. Olru their arrival at 
Lac Pepin, near the mouth of the Chippewa, they met with a 
war party of Ohippewas looking for Sioux Indians, and the whites 
being probably overcharged with whiskey, of which they were 
all exceedingly fond, a quarrel ensued, as was afterwards learned 
from the Chippewas. Barrette, who had been lumbering on the 
Black Eiver the previous winter, recognized in. one of the Indians 
of the war party, one whom he believed had formerly stolen his 
horse; and being of rather a pugnacious disposition, and proba-

*The following notice of Mr. Owens' death, we find in the Detroit Ca-
zette, Oct. 5th, 1821: "Died at Prairie du Chien, on the 23d of August 
last, Mr. Wilfred Owens, merchant- He committed suicide by cutting an 
artery of his arm, and his throat, in the presence of two of his friends^ 
and was supposed to be insane. Mr. Owens was Judge of Probate, and 
Associate Justice, in the county of Crawford, and a very respectable mem­
ber of society." L. C. D. 
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bly surcharged with whiskey, imprudently charged the Indian 
with the theft TJpon which a quarrel ensued, which ended in 
the Indians murdering the whole party, and pluuidering them of 
their goods, provisions, &c. 

John- P. Gfetee, the first Eegister of the Probate, on the closing 
of the factO'ry, went to Oarondelet, Missouri, where he was 
drowned a few years since. Thomas McNair, the first Sheriff of 
the county, moved down to Fever Eiver near Gralena., a,bout 1830, 
and, as I learned, died a few years since in some part of Illinois. 
Nicholas Boilvin died on a keel boat on his wa,y to St. Louis, 
about the summer of 1824. Joseph Eolette* died at Prairie du 
Ohien in 1841. 

While our county court was still in existeuce, a district court 

*Mrs. Kinzie relates in her Wau-Bun the following capital story of M. 
Rolette. The scene was on Lake Winnebago, where M. Rolette was en­
gaged with a trading-boat, when he met another boat on which were his 
employees, directly from Prairie du Chien. "Of course, after an absence 
of some weeks from home, the meeting on these lonely waters, and the 
exchanging of news was an occasion of great excitement. The boats were 
stopped—earnest greetings interchanged—question followed question. 

*'Fh! lien*'—enquired M. Rolette, "have they finished the new house?" 
*'Qiii, Monsieur.'* 
"Ft tu cheminee, fume-t-ellef' (Does the chimney smoke?) 
^^Non^ Monsieur." 
"And the harvest—how is that?'* 
"Very fine, indeed." 
"Is the mill at work?" 
"Yes, plenty of water." 
"How is Whip?" (His favorite horse.) 
"Oh! Whip is first rate." 
EverytMng, in short, about the store, the farm, the business of various 

descriptions being satisfactorily gone over, there was no occasion for 
farther delay. I t was time to proceed. 

**FhI Men—adieu! hon voyager 
^'Arrachez—mes gerisP^ (Go ahead, men!) 
Then suddenly—-"Arrete^s;—arretezV (Stop! stop!) 
^'Comment se portent Madame Rolette et les enfants?" (How are Mrs. 

Rolette and the children?) 
Mrs. Kinzie also gives us another glimpse of M. Rolette's character. 

The Indians, she says, called him Ah-kay-zaup-ee-tah, or Five More—^be­
cause as they said, let them offer what number of skins they might, in 
bartering for an article, his terms were invariably *%Ye more." 

"Upon one occasion," continues Mrs. Kinzie, "a lady remarked to him, 
*0h, M. Rolette, I would not be engaged in the Indian trade; it seems to 
me a system of cheating the poor Indians.* 

'Let me tell you, madame,' replied he with great naivete, 'it is not so 
easy a thing to cheat the Indians as you imagine. I have tried it these 
twenty years, and have never succeede^!'" L. 0. D. 
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was established, in 1823,* comprising the counties of Mackinaw, 
BrOiWa and Orawford, and an additional Judge appointed, in the 
person of James Duane Doty, a young lawyer of Dietroit, then 
only about twenty-three years of age. He had conne to Prairie 
du Chien in the fall of 1823, for the purpose of making it his resi­
dence, and remained until after tihe following May termj of his 
courti. Soon after arriving at Prairie du Ohien, and finding our 
mail matter came up on keel-boats, or by military express sent 
occasionally for the special purpose to Clarksville, Missouri, a 
village about one hundred miles above St. Louis, and the then 
nearest post office, Judge Doty made applicatio'iii to the Post 
Office Department for the establishment of a post office at Prairie 
du Chien, which was granted, and he Was appointed posit-master, 
with the privilege of expending the proceeds of the office for car­
rying the mail. The receipts for postage, together with contribu­
tions from^ the principal inhabitants, and officers of the garrison, 
enabled him to send Jean Bl Loyer, an old voyageur^ one trip to 
Clarksville during the winter, for which he iwas paid thirty dol­
lars. When Judge Doty arrived to enter upon his duties as 
Judge, he brought me a commissiion as clerk of his court for 
Orawford county, which I declined to accept. 

As there were then noi attorneys here, and Judge Doty learning 
that I had at one time studied law, and had relinquished the pro^ 
fession for mercantile pursuits, suggested that I had better res'umo 
the practice of law, and kindly tendered me the use of his 

* It is stated in Mr. Baird's Address, that it was at the 1823-24 session 
of Congress, that the new judicial district was established. It was done 
at the previous session, when an act was passed to provide for the appoint­
ment of "an additional Judge for the Territory of Michigan," and juris­
diction was given to the courts held by him over the counties of Mack­
inaw, Brown and Crawford, which included all of Michigan not in the 
Peninsula, the now State of Wisoonsin, and the country north of St. Croix 
River and east of the Mississippi to latitude 49—now under the govern­
ment of Minnesota. In the winter or spring of 1823, James D. Doty was 
appointed by President Monroe, the additional Judge. At the session of 
1823-24, Congress changed the tenure of office of the Judges of Michigan 
from "good behavior" to the term of four years, and Judge Doty's re-ajh 
pointment was announced in Niles's Register of Feb. 28, 1824. The first 
term of Judge Doty's court was held at Mackinaw, in July, 1823. 

Seeing a discrepancy in dates in regard to this matter betwoen Mr. 
Baird and Judge Lockwood, Judge Doty was referred to, to set the m§3tter 
right, who has furnished the facts in this note. L. C. D. 
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library and any instructions I might require, in order to refresh my 
studies. ISTot being extensively engaged in business at this time, 
I availed myself of Judge Dbty's suggestions., library and instruc­
tions, and studied hard all the following winter and spring; and, 
although I had obtained considerable knowledg'e of law, I was 
entirely ignorant of the pfractice of courts', except what I learned 
from old EingUah autliors on that subject. I co'mmenced the prac­
tice of the profession, and attended the courts of Brown and 
Mackinaw, and found no attorneys in Brown; but at Mackinaw 
found a man by the name of Eex Eobinson, who had studied law 
in the State of jSTew York, but had abandoned it, and come to 
Mackina.w to try his luck in the Indian Trade; and a man by the 
name of Lee, who hailed from Ohio, and claimed to be a lawyer, 
but whose gi'ea.test qualification was his impudence; and Henry 
S. Blaird, then quite a young man, just commencing the practice, 
and whom I oouisidered the best lawyer among us. 

Until the year 1824, it was believed that a steamboat could not 
come up to Prairie du Ohieu over the D̂ es Moines and Eock river 
rapids. But in the spring of that year, David O. Bates, who had 
for several ye^ars been engageid in funning keel boiats on the Upper 
Mississippi, tlie water then being at a goo'd st̂ age in the river, 
brought to Prairie du Ohien a very small boat called the Putnam. 
She was one of the smallest class of boats that run on the Ohio in 
a low stage of water. Capt. Bates proceeded to Fort Snelling with 
his boat. In June following, boats of a much larger class came 
over the rapidsi, and went tô  Fort Snelling with supplies for the 
troops. Since then the river from St. Louis to Fbrt Snelling has 
been navigated by steamboats, increasing every year in size and 
convenience.. 

During the winter of 1823-24, Judge Doty concluded to change 
his resideoice fromi Prairie du Ohien to Green Bay, and resigned 
his office as post-master, and recommended me for the vacancy; 
and I was appointed, with the same power and authority that he 
had. I applied during the summer of 1824, and got a post-office 
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established at Galena, and Eizekiel Lockwood appointed post-mas-
er; also an office at Eock Island with Lee Davenport post-master; 
the proceeds oi. both offices to be applied by mei to defraying the 
expenses of conveying the mail frorai Prairie du Ohiens, via Galena 
and Eock Island, to Clarksville, Mo. The increased fund by this 
new arrangement, enabled me to send the mail twice during the 
winter to Clarksville, and thus the postal arrangements reomained 
until the close of 1825, when a post route was extended from-
Springfield, 111., to Galena; and on the first of January, 1826,. 
John D. Winters, the contractor, arrived at Galena with the first 
mail sent through by this arrangement, the office at Prairie du 
Chien continuing to send to< Galena for her mail at her own ex­
pense, until the fall of 1832, when Dr. Addison Philleo, who 
had obtained the contract to Prairie du Chien, sent through the 
mail. 

In: the summer of 1825, a grand co-uncil or treaty was held at 
Prairie du Chien with the different tribes of Indians. Gov.. 
Cass of Michigan, and Gen. Clark, superintendent of Indian Af­
fairs for Missouri and dependencies, were appointed commissioners 
on the part of the United States. The Indian tribes represented 
werti the Sioux, Sauks, Foxes, Chippewas, Winnebagoes ,̂ Menomo­
nees, and lowas. Some of the Indians from up the Missouri were 
expected, but did not come. The professed O'tject of this treaty 
was to make a general and lasting peace between these tribesi, and 
also to settle the boundaries between them respectively. After 
I understood the object of the treaty, I asked Gov. O^ss what 
good he thought would result from it. He shrugged up his shoul­
ders, and smiling said, that they would have it so at Washington.. 
They made the treaty of perpetual peace, and settled the bounda­
ries between the diffei'-ent tribes., which resulted in, the U. States 
sending a corps of sun '̂eyors, and surveying the boundaries at 
great expense, and perhaps keeping the Indians at peace until 
they were ready to go to war again. 

In the winter of 1825-26, the wise men at Washington took it 
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into their heads to remove the trooj^ from Fort Crawford to Fort 
• Snelling, and abandon the former. This measure was then sup-
ĵ)Osed to have heen brought about on the representation of Ool. 
Snelling of Fort Snelling^ who disliked Prairie du Ohieni for dif­
ficulties he had with some of the principal inh-abitants. During 
the winter there were confined in the guard-house of Fort Craw­
ford two Winnebago Indians for some of their supposed disho'nest 

.acts; but what they were charged with, I do not now recollect. 
At that time, as already mentioned, our mails from St. Louis, the 
E'ast and South came via Springfield to Galena, and the post­
master at Prairie dui Ohien sent to Galena for the mails of that 
place and F'ort Snelling. An order would frequently arrive by 
steamboat countermanding a previous order for the abandonmient 
•of the fort, before the arrival of the first order by mail, and this 
matter continued during the summer of 1826, and until October, 
when a positive order arrived directing the commandant of Fort 
'Crawford toi abandon the' fort, and proceed with the troops to' Fort 
Snelling; and if he could not procure transportation, to leave the 
^provisions, ammunition and foH in charge of some citizen. 

But a few! days previous to- this order there had been an alarm­
ing report circulated, that the Winnebagoes were going to attack 
Fort Orawford, and the comm.andant set to work repairing the old 
fort., and making additional defences. Dtiring this time the posi­
tive order arrived, and the precipitancy with which the fort was 
abandoned during the alarm—^was communicated tO' the Indians 
through the half-breeds residing at or visiting the place, which 
naturally caused the Winnebagoes' to believe that the troops 
had fled through fear of them. _ The commandant took with him 
to Fort Snelling the two Winnebagoes confined in Fo r̂t Orawford, 
leaving behind somei provisions, and all the dam'ag^d arms, with 
.a brass swivel and a few wall pieces, in charge of John Marsh, 
the then] SubnAgent at this place. 

The Winnebagoes, in, the fall of 1826, obtained from the traders 
theit usual credit for goods, and went to their hunting grounds; 
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but early in the winter a report became current among tiie 
traders, that the Winnebagoes had heard a rumor that the Amer­
icans and Eingiish were going to war in the spring; and hence they 
were holding councils to decide upon the course they should adopt, 
hunting barely enough tO' obtain what they wanted to subsist upon 
in the mean time. 

Mr. M. Brisbois said to me several times during the winter, 
that he feared some outrages from the Winnebagoes. in the spring, 
as from all he could gather they were bent on war, which I ought 
to have believed, as Mr. Brisbois had been among them engaged 
in trade over forty years. But I tho-ught it impossible that the 
Winnebagoes, surrounded as they were by Americans, and troops 
in the comitry^ should for a moment seriously entertain such an 
idea.. I supiposed it a false alarm, and gave myself very little un­
easiness about it; but in the spring, when they returned from 
their huntsi, I found that they paid much worse than usual, al­
though they were not celebrated for much punctuality or honesty 
in paying their debts. I t was a general custom with the traders, 
when an Indian paid his debts in the spring pretty well, on his 
leaving, to let him have a little ammunition, either as a present, or 
on credit. A Winnebago by the name of Wah-nah-peck-ah, had taken 
a credit from me, and paid me but a small part of it in the 
spring; and when I reproached him, he was disposed tO' be impu­
dent about i t ; and when his party were about gping, he applied 
to me as usual for ammunition for the summeir, and insisted upon 
Kavingi some, but I told himj if he had behaved well, and paid me 
his credit better, that I would have given him- somei, but that he 
had behaved so bad that I Would not give him any, and he went 
away in a surly mood. 

A man by the name of Methode, I think, a half-breed of some 
of the tribes of the Worth, had arrived here, sometime in the 
summer of 1826, with his wife, and, I think, five children; 
and, sometime in March' of 1827, he went with his family 
up the Yellow or Painted Eock Oteek, about twelve miles above 
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the Prairie, on the Iowa side of the Mississippi Eiver, to make 
sugar. The sugar season being over, and he not returning, and 
hearing nothing from him, a party of his friends went tO' look for 
him, and found his camp consumed, and himself, wife and chil­
dren burned nearly to cinders, and she at the time entente. They 
were so crisped and cindered that it was impossible to determine 
whether they had been murdered and then burned, or whether 
their camp had accidentally caught on fire and consumed them.'.. 
It was generally believed that the Winnebagoes had murdered 
and burnt them, and Eed Bird was suspected to have been con­
cerned ia it; but I am more inclined tO' think, that if murdered' 
by Indians, it was done by some Fox war party searching for 
Sioux. 

In the spring of this year, 1827, while a Chij)>pewa chief called 
Holeinrthe-Day, with a part of his band, visited F'ort Snelling on 
business with the Goveirnment, and while under the guns of the 
fort, a Sioux waiTior shot oine of the Ohippewas. The Sioux was 
arrested by the troops, and confined in the guard-house. The 
Ohippewas requested Cbl. Snelling to deliver the Sioux to them, 
to be dealt with after their manner; to which he agreed, provided 
they would give him a chance to' run for his life To this they 
acceded. The Sioux was sent outside of the fort, where the Chip­
pewas were armed with tomahawks and war clubs. He was to be 
allowed a fair start, and at a sigmal started, and oue of the swiftest 
of the Chippewas armed with a club and tomahawk after him, to-
overtake and kill him if he could, which he soon effected, as the 
Sioux did not run fast, and when overtaken made no resistance^ 
The Winnebagoes hearing a rumor of this, got the news among, 
them that the two Winnebagoes confined there had been executed. 

During the summer of 1826, I built the first framed house that 
was erected in Prairie du Chien. I sent men to the Black Eiver^ 
and got the timber for the frame and the shingles, and had the 
plank and boards; sawed by hand, and brought them down to the 
Prairie. But theru I had no carpenter or joiner, there being none 
at Plrairie du Chien. I went on board of a keel boat that had 



1827] Lockwood's Narrative 157 

landed, and enquired if there was a carpenter and joiner on board, 
on which a ragged, dirty looking man said that he professed to be 
such, and having before seen quite as unprepossessing fellows 
turn out much better than appearances indicated, I agreed with 
him at $1.50 per day and board. I built on the site near Fort 
Oi'awford, now occupied by what is called the conmianding, offi.-
cer's house. My house was of the following description: a cellar-
kitchen, 30 by 26 feet, with a frame on it of the same size, two 
stories high, with a wing 16 by 20, on the south side, one story, 
which I used for a retail store. There was a hall through the 
south end of the two story part, the whole length of the house, 
with stairs from the cellar-kitchen up into- the hall, and stairs from 
the hall to the upper story. The north end of the house was di­
vided—^the front part about 14 by 16 feet, into a parlor or sitting 
room; a chimney in the center of the north end, and a bed-room 
in the back part about 14 feet square; a door leading fro>m the 
hall to the bed-room, and one to the sitting-room, and a door by 
the side of the chimney froim the bed-room to the sitting-room, 
and a door from the hall into the wing or store. This house I af­
terwards sold to the Government, with the land on which the fort 
now stands!. I t was good enough for General T'aylor and family 
while he commanded here; but as soon as General Birooke Was in 
command, he got an appropriation from Obngress to repair the 
house, and had it all torn down except a part of the cellar wall, and 
built the one which is there at present, at a cost of about $7,000. 

DHiring the spring of 1827, the reports about the Winnebagoes 
bore rather a threatening aspect; but, as I said before, situated as 
they were I did not believe they would commit any depredations. 
Under this belief, and having urgent business in New York to 
purchase my goodsi, I started for that city on the 25th of June; 
it then took a,bout six months tO' go and return. Mine was the only 
purely ximerioau family at the Prairie, after the garrison left. 
There was Thomas MclSTair, who had married a French girl of the 
Prairie, and John Marsh, the Shib Indian Agent, who had nO' f am-

* ily, and there were besides three or four Americans who had been 
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discharged from the army. Without apprehension of danger from 
the Indian^; I left my family, which co-nsisted of Mrs. Lockwood,. 
and her brother, a young man of between sixteen and seventeen 
years of age, ŵ ho was clerk in charge of the store, and a servant 
girl belonging to one of the tribes of 'New York civilized Indians 
settled near Green Bay. 

I started to go by way of Green Bay and the Lakes for New 
York, in a boat up the Wisconsin, and. down the Fox Eiver 
to Green Bay; thence in a vessel tO' Buffalo, and down the canal 
to Albany, and thence by steamboat to Ejew York City. About 
4 o'clock in the afternoon of the first day's journey up the Wis­
consin, I came to an island where were sitting three Winnebagoes 
smoking, the oldest called Wah-nah-peck-ah, who had a credit 
of me the fall previous, and had paid but little of it in tlie spring; 
the other two were young men not known toi me by name. They 
had some venison hanging on a pole and we stopped to purchase 
it. As I stepped on shore, I discovered an appearan,ce of cold 
reserve unusual in Indians in such meetings, and as I went upi to 
them, I said ^bon jour/ the usual French salutation, which they 
generally understood; but Wah-nah-peck-ah said that he would 
not say 'hon jour/ to me. Upon which I took hold of his hand 
and shook it̂  asking him why he would not say bon jour to me? 
He enquired what the news was. I told him I had no newsw He 
told me that the Winnebagoes confined at Fort Sttielling had 
been killed. I assured him that it was not true, that I had seen a 
person lately from that fort, who told me of the death of the Sioux, 
but that the Winnebagoes were alive. He then gave me to un­
derstand that if such- was the case, it was well; but if the Winne­
bagoes were killed, they would avenge it. I succeeded in 
purchasing the venison, giving them some powder in exchange,, 
and as I was about to step on board of my boat, Wah-nah-peck-
ah wanted some whiskey, knowing that we alwaysi carried some 
for our men. I directed one of the men to give them each a drink, 
which Wah-nah-peck-ah refused, and taking up his cup that he 
had by him, he shoved by signs that he wanted it filled; and be-
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lieving that the Indians were seeking some pretense for a quarrel 
as an excuse for doing mischief, I thougjit it most prudent under-
the circumstances to comply. 

There were among the boats' crew some old voyageurs, well 
acquainted with Indian manners and customs, who, from the con­
duct of t.hese Indians, became alarmed. We, however, embarked,.. 
watching the Indians', each of whom stood on the bank with his-
gim in his hand. As it was late in the day, we proceeded a few 
miles up the river and encamped for the night. As soon as the-
boat left the island, the three Indians each got into his hunting 
canoe, and the two young Indians came up on either side opposite-
the bow of the boat, and continued thus up the river until we* 
encamped, while, Wah-nah-peck-ah kept four or five rods behind 
the boat. They encamped with us and commenced running and. 
playing with the men on the sand beach; and after a little, the 
young Indians pro'posed to go hunting deer by candle Hght, and: 
asked me tot give them some candles to hunt with, which I did,, 
with so'me ammunition^ and they promised to return with venison 
in the morning. After they had gone, Wah-nah-peck-ah proposed 
also to go hunting, and begged some candles and ammiunition, but 
remained in camp over night. Morning came, but the young 
Indians did not return, and I saw no more of them. In the morn­
ing, after Wah-nah-peck-ah had begged something more, he' 
started, pretending to go down the river, and went, as we supposed; 
but about an hour afterward, as we were passing on the right of 
the upper end of the island on which we had encamped, I saw Wah-
nah-peck-ah coming up on the left. Tile looked very surly, and we* 
exchanged no words, but we were all satisfied tliat he was seeking 
some good opiport.unity to» shoot me, and fromi the singular conduct 
of the Indians', I and my men were considerably alarmed. But 
about 9 o'clock in the morning, meeting a band of Indian-s from 
the Pb'rtage of Wisconsin, who' appeared to be glad toi see me,, 
and said they wetre going to Prairie du Chieo, my fears with those^ 
of men were somewhat allayed. I wrote with my pencil a hasty 
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line to my wifei, which tlie Indians promised to deliver, but they 
never did, as they did not go there. 

This day, the 26th of June, we proceed up the Wisconsin with­
out seeing any Indians until we came near Prairie du Bale, when 
an Indian, alone in a hunting canoe, came out of some nook and 
approached us. He was sullen, and we could get no talk out of 
him. We landed on Prairie du Bale, and he stopped also; and, 
a few moments thereafter, a canoe of Menomonees arrived from 
Prairie du Ohien, bringing a brief note from John Marsh, saying 
the Winnebagoes had murdered a man of mixed French and negro 
blood, named Eijeste Gagnier, and Solomon Lipcap, and for me, 
for God's sake, to return. I immediately got intO' the canoe with 
the Menomonees, and directed my men to proceed to the Portage, 
and if I did not overtake them, to go on to Green Bay. I pro­
ceeded down the river with the Menomonees, and when we had 
descended to- the neighborhood where we had fallen in with the 
Indians the day before, we met Wah-nah-peck-ah coming up in 
his hunting canoe alone, having with him his two guns. He en­
quired if I was going to the Prairie? I told him* I was. He 
then told me that the whiskey at the Prairie was shut û p, but did 
not tell me of the murders, and asked me that should he come to 
the Prairie, whether I would let him have some whiskey ? I told 
him I certainly would, if he brought some fursi, not wishing then 
to make any explanation, or tO' enter into^ any argument with him. 

About this time, we heard back of an island, and on the south­
ern shore of the Wisconsin, the Winnebagoes singing their war 
.songs and dancing, with which I was familiar; and so' well satis­
fied was I that Wah-nah-peck-ah was only seeking a favorable 
opportun,ty to shoot mei, that if I had had a gun where hei met us, 
I believe that I should have shot him. After talking with him, 
the Menomonees moved down the river, and arrived at the .mouth 
of the Wiseonsin about dark, without seeing any more Winne­
bagoes. It was so dark that the Menomonees thought that we 
"had beter stop until morning, and we accordingly crawled into 
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the bushes without a fire, and fought mosquitoes all night, and 
the next morning, the 27th, proceeded to* the Prairie. I went to 
my house and found it vacant, and Wicnt to the old village where 
I foimd my family, and most of the inhabitants of the Prairie, as­
sembled at the house of Jean Brunet, who kept a tavern. Mr. 
Brunet had a quantity of square timber about him, and the peo­
ple proposed building breasirworks with it. 

I learned on my arrival at the Prairie, that on thei preceding 
day, the 26th, Eled Bird (who, when dressed, always wore a red 
coai, and called himself Elnglish), went to my house, with two 
other Indians, and entering, the cellar-kitchen, loaded their guns 
in the presence of the servant girl, and weut up' through the hall 
into Mrs. Lockwood's bed-room, where she was sitting alone. 
The moment the Indians entered her room, she believed they 
came tO' kill her, and immediately passed into and through the 
parlor, and crossed the hall intO' the store to her brother, where 
she found Duncan Graham, who had been in the country about 
forty years as a trader, and was known by all the Indians as an 
E^nglishman. He had been a captain in the British Indian De­
partment during the war of 1812, and a part of the time was 
commjandant at Prairie du Chien. The Indians followed Mrs. 
Lockwood into the store, and Mr. Graham by some means in­
duced them to leave the house. 

They then proceeded to McNair's^ Coulee, a.bout two miles from 
the village, at the lower end of Prairie du Chien, where lived 
Eijeste Gagnier, son of the noted Mary Ann, heretofore men­
tioned ; his wife was a mixed blood of French and Sioux extrac­
tion, with two children; and living w îth him was an old dis­
charged American soldier by the name of Solomon Lipcap. The 
Winnebagoes commenced a quarrel with Gagnier, and finally shot 
him, I believe in the house. Lipcap, at work Hoeing in the gar­
den near the house, they also shot. During the confusion, Mrs. 
Gagnier seized a gun, got out at a back window wdth her 
boy about three years old on her back, and ]iroceeded to the vil­

l i 
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lage with the startling news. The cov^ardly Indians followed her 
a part of the way, but dared not attack her. On her arrival at 
the village, a party went to the scene; of murder, and found and 
brought away the dead, and the daughter of Mr. Gag^er , about 
one year old whomi the mother in her fright had forgotten. The 
Indians had scalped her, and inflicted a severe wound in her 
neck, and left her for dead, and had thrown her uuder the; beid 
but she was fo'und to be still alive. She got well, and arriving at 
womanhood got married, and has raised a family of children; she 
is yet alive, and her eldest daughter was but recently ma.rried. 

The people had decided not to- occupy the old fort, asi a report 
had been circulated, that the Indians had said they intended to 
bum it if the inhabitants should take refuge there. During the 
day of the 27th;, the people occupied themselves in making some 
breast-works of the timber about Mr. Brunet's tavern, getting the 
swivel and wall pieces from the fort, and the oondemned muskets 
and repairing tliem, and concluded they would defend themselves, 
eadi eommianding, none otoying, but every one giving his opinion 
freely. 

About sunset one of the two- keel-boats arrived that had a few 
days previously gone tô  For t Snelling, with supplies for the garri­
son, having on board a dead Indian, two dead men of the crew, 
and four wounded. The dead and •wounded of the crew were in­
habitants of Prairie du OhieUj who had shipped on the up»-bound 
trip. They reported that they had been attacked the evening be^ 
fore, about sunset, by the Winnebago Indians,"^ near the mouth 
of the Bad Ax Eiver, and the boat received about five hundred 
shots, judging from the marks on its bow and sides.. Thei Indiana 

* Ex-Governor Reynolds, of Illinois, in his recent interesting volume ot 
his Life and Times, thus states the immediate cause of this attack, and 
which, if true, exhibits the boatmen and voyageurs in no enviable light: 
That somewhere above Prairie du Chien on their upward trip, they 
stopped at a large camp of Winnebago Indians, gave them liquor freely 
and got them drunk, when they forced six or seven squaws, stupefied with 
liquor, on board the boats, for corrupt and hrutal purposes, and kept them 
during their voyage to Fort Snelling, and on their return. When the 
Winnebago Indians became sober, and fully conscious of the injury done 
them, they mustered all their forces, amounting to several hundred, and 
attacked the foremost of the descending boats in which their squaws were 
confined. L. C. D. 
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were mostly on, an island on the west of the channel, near to wihich 
the boat had toi pass, and the wind blowing strong from the east, 
drifted the bo-at towards the shore, where the Indians werei, as the 
steering-oar had been abandoned by the steersman. D^iring this 
timei, two of the Indians succeeded in getting on board of the 
boat. One of them mounted the roof, and fired in fromi the fore 
part; but he ^vas soon shot., and fell ofi into the river. The other 
Indian took the Siteering-oar, and endeavored to steer the boat to 
the island. He was also shot, and brought down in the boat where 
he fell. During all this time^ the Indians kept upi a hot fire. The 
bo'at was fast drifting towards a sand-bar near the shore, and they 
would all have been murdered had it not. been for the brave, reso­
lute conduct of an old sailor on board, called Saucy Jack (his 
surname I dO' not remember), who, during the hottest of the fire, 
jumped over at the bow, and pushed the boat off, and where he 
must have stood, the' boat was literally -covered with: ball marks, 
so that his escapei seemed a, miracle.^" They also- repo^rteid that 
early the day before the attack, they were lashed to the other boat 
drifting^ and that they had grounded on a sand-bar and separated, 
since which time they had not seen or heard anything of the 
other boat, and thought probably that it had fallen into- the hands 
of the Indians. 

This created an additional alarm among the inhabitants. The 
same evening my boat returned, the men becoming toO' much 
alarmed toi proceed. That night sentinels were) posted by the in­
habitants within the breast-works, who' saw, iu; imagination, a great 
many Indians prowding about in the darkness; and in the moirn-
ing there was a great variety of opinion, as to' what wasi the best to 
be done for the safety of the place, and appearances betokened a 
great deal of une^asiness in the minds of all classes. 

*G-ov. Reynolds adds, that Saucy Jack, as he was called, was a sailor 
by profession on the lakes and ocean, and had been in many battles with 
the British during the War of 1812-15; he was large and strong, and 
possessed the courage of an African lion, and seizing a piece of the setting 
pole of the boat which was about four feet long, and had on the end a 
piece of iron, which made it a more weighty and formidable weapon, he 
used it with great effect when the Indians attempted to board the boat, 
knocking them back into the river as fast as they approached. Such an 
instance of signal heroism is enough to render any man famous, and we 
should be glad to learn more of Saucy Jack's history. L. C. D. 
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On the morning of the 28th, I slept rather late, owing to the 
fati<nie of the preceding day. My brother-in'-law awakened me, 
and told me the people had got into- some difficulty, and that they 
wished me to come out, and see if I could not settle it. I went 
out on the gallery, and enquired what the difficulty was; and 
heard the various plans and projects of defence proiposed by 
different persons. Some objected to staying in the village, and 
protecting the property of the villagers, while theirs, outside the 
village, v/as equally exposed toi the pillage of the Indians. Others 
were for remaining and fortifying wwhere they were, and others 
still urged the repairing of the old foit. As the eminence on 
which my house stood overlooked the most of the P'rairie, some 
were for concentrating our people there, and fortifying it. After 
hearing these different projects, I addressed them something as 
follows: ^̂ As to your fortifying my houses, you, can do so, if it is 
thought best, but I do not wish you to' go there to protect it; I 
have abandoned it, and if the Indians bum it, so be it; but there 
is one thing, if we intend tO' protect ourselves- from, the Indians, 
we must keep together and so'me one must command.'^ 

Sbme one theai nominated me as commander, but I said, "KTo, I 
would not attempt to command you, but here is Thomas MclSTair, 
who holds from the governor a commission of captain over the 
militia of this placei, and has a right to co'imuand; if you wnll 
agree to obey him implicitly, I will set the example of obedience 
te his orders, and will, in that case, furnish you with powder and 
lead so long as you want to shoot ( I being the only person having 
those articles in the place); but unless you agree to obey McKair, 
I will pit my family and goods into my boats and go down the 
river, as I will not risk myself with a, mob, under no control."—-
UpO'U this they immediately agreed to acknowledge Mr. MclSrair 
as Gommandeir, and I was satisfied that he would take advice up­
on all measures undertaken. Joseph Brisbo'is was lieutenant, and 
Jean Brunet was ensign, both duly commissioned by the gover­
nor. Captain McWair ordered a move of all the families, goods, 
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with the old guns, te the fo-rt, and it was near sunset before we 
had all got moved there. 

About that time we discovered the skiff of the other keel-boat 
coming around the point of an island near Yellow Eiver, about 
three miles distant; but we eonld not discover whether they were 
white men or Indians in the canoe, and of course it created an 
alarm, but in a few moments thereafter, the keel-boiat hove in 
sight, and the alarm ceiased. I t soon arrived, repoirting that they 
had received a few shots in passing the places where the other 
boat had been attacked, but had received nO' injury. On this boat 
Joseph Sinelling, son of O'ol. Snelling, returned tO' P'rairie du 
Chien. Joseph Snelling and myself acted as supernumeraries 
under Captain McNair. The government of Fort Crawford was 
conducted by a council of the Captain and those who acted under 
him. It was immediately resolved to- repair the old fort as well 
as possible for defence, and the fort and block-house were put in 
as good order as circumstances and materials would admit. Dirt 
w"as throNAm up two or three feet high around the bottom logs 
of the fort, which w êre rotten and dry," and would easily ignite. 
Joseph Snelling was put in command of one of the block-houses, 
and Jean Brimet of the other, with a few picked men in each, 
who were trained to the use of the swivel and wall pieces that 
were found and mounted therein; and a number of barrels were 
placed around the quarters filled with water, with orders in case 
of an attack to cover the roof of the buildings with blanl^ets, &c., 
and tO' keep them, wet. All the blacksmiths were put in requisi­
tion to repiair the condemned muskets found in the fort, and mus­
tering our forcC', we found of men and women about, ninety that 
could handle a musket in case of an attack. 

The next day after taking possession of the fort, J'. B. Loyer, 
an old voyageur, was engaged tO' cross- the Mississippi and go back 
through the country, now the State of Iowa, to' inform Ool. Snel­
ling, commanding F'ort Snelling, of our situation,. For this! ser­
vice Loyer was promised fifty dollars, and furnished with a horse 
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to ride and pro-visions, and Dtuican Graham was engaged tO' ac­
company^ him', for which he was to receive twenty dollars, pro-
visio'us and a horse to ride; and for these payments, I became 
persoaially responsible'. 

Governor Class, who had come tO' Butte des Morts, on the Fox 
Eiver, to- hold a. treaty with the Winnebagoes, learning from ru­
mor that tliere was dissatisfactioin among them, started in his 
canoe, and arrived at Prairie du Chien on the morning of the 
fourth of July. He ordered the company of militia into the ser­
vice of the United States, and appointed me quarter-master and 
•commissary, with the request that I would use my own funds for 
the supply of the department, and that he woiild see it refunded; 
,and, furthermorei, assumed the debt for ammunition and provis­
ions already advanced, and also the expenses of the express to 
Foirt Snelling, and directed me tos issue to the troops a keel-boat 
load of flour, that I had previously receipted for to one of the agents 
-of the contractors for Fort Snelling, wdio feared to go farther 
with it. 

After these arrangements had been nnadei. Gov. Oass' proceeded 
in his canoe to Galena, and raised a volunteer company under the 
late Cbl. Abner Fields aS' captain, and assigned him' the command 
.of .Fort Crawford. Lieutenant Martin Thomas of the U. S. ordi­
nance department', and then stationed at the arsenal near St. 
Louis, who happened to he at Galena,, came up and mustered the 
two companies of the militia into- the service of the United States; 
and contracted with Phineas Black, of the village of Louisiana, 
in Missouri, whona he found at Galena., for a quantity of pork 
which ŵ as sent up' by the boat that brO'Ught the volunteer com­
pany. Gov. Cass pro'ceeded from' Galena to St. Louis to confer 
with General Atkinson, then in command of Jefferson Barracks, 
•and of tlie western military department. This resulted in Gen. 
Atkinson's moving up the Mississippi wdth the dispiosable force 
under his commiand at Jefferson Barracks. During this time, O'ol. 

iS'nelling oame down the Mississippi, with two companies of the 
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fifth regiment of U. S. Infantry, and assiuned the command of 
Fort Crawford, and soon after discharged the Galena volunteer 
company, as they could not well be' brought under military disci­
pline. But the Prairie du Chien company was retained in service 
until some time in the month of August, for which service, throug|i 
the fault of some one, they never received any pay. 

During this time General Atkinson arrived with the troops 
from Jefferson Barracks, having on his way up dispatehed a vol­
unteer force under General Dodge from Galena, to proceed by 
land to the Portage of Wisconsin. When General Atkinson 
with great difficulty, owdng to' the low state of the water in the 
Wisconsin, arrived at the Port,age, he met old gray-headed Day-
kau-ray wdth his band, whO' finding himself surrounded by the 
volunteers in the rear, and General Atkinson's force of regulars 
in front, and a company of volunteers from Green Ba,y, co<ncluded 
to disclaim' any imfriendly feelings, towards the United States, and 
disavowed any connection w îth the murders on the Mississippi. 
Gen. Atkinson, on these assurances, of Day-kau-ray, returned, but 
ordered the occupation of Fort Ora^vford by two companies of 
troops. JSTotwithstanding these murders of our citizens and move­
ments of troops, the wise men at Washington, with about as much 
judgment as they generally decide upon Indian affairs, decided 
tliat this was not an Indian w^ar. 

After the people had taken possession of the fort., and before 
the arrival of General Cass, Indians were seen in the! village, and 
a, guard w âs sent out, to> take them and bring, theoni to the' fort. 
They made no resistance, but surrendered themselveS', and were 
brought to the' guard-house. One proved to bei the famous Eed 
Bird, wdio headed the party that murdered Gagnier and Lipcap; 
another was Wah-nah-peck-ah, the Indian I had met up the Wisr 
consin Eiver, and whose conduct had so much alarmed me and nay 
men; the other w âs a young Indian whose name I do not recol­
lect. There being nO' charge of crime against Wah-nah-peck-ah 
and the young Indian, after the United States troop© w^ere sta-
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tioned at Fort Crawford, they were discharged; and Eed Bird 
was retained in the guard-housc', where he died before he was 
tried for the murder of Gagnier and Lipcap. 

The first Sunday-school established in the place was by my first 
wife, Mrs. Julianna Lockwood. Mrs. Lockwood was raised among 
the Presbyterians or Cbngregationalists of ISTew England, and 
early imbibed the strong prejudices of those people against the 
Koman Ciatholics, but afterwards, having lived in C'anada two or 
three years, and having beco'me intimately acquainted with sev­
eral ladies of that faith, who were apparently good, pious people, 
she concluded that there were good and bad among all sects or 
denominations calling themselves C'hristians, and her early preju­
dices in a great measure wore off. We were married in the sum­
mer of the year 1824, and came to P'rairie du Chien in the au-
tumm There was not at that time any church or meeting to 
attend on Sunday. Even the Eo^man Catholics had a priest visit 
them only occasionally, and Mrs. Lockwood having been accus­
tomed to see the children collected in Sunday-schools, and seeing 
a, large number playing about the' streets on the Sabbath, con­
cluded it would be doing them a good service to gather them into 
a Sunday-school, and proposed to Miss Ci-awford, a young lady 
raised in the place, who ,spoke E-nglish a,nd French fluently, and 
who had a good co-mmon education, to assist her. T'o this she 
agreed at once, and they influenced Dr. Edwin James>,* surgeon 
of the U. Si army, then stationed at Fort 0''rawford, and John PL 
Kinzie, Esq., formerly of Chicago, then quite a young man., in 
the ecmployment of the American Fur Obmpany at P'rairie du 
Chien, to,assist them. They collected the children and com­
menced their school in the spring of 1825, and continued it until 
the winter following, but not without opposition. As thiS' measure 
did not originate with Mr. Eolette, he felt bound to oppose it. 
He took what he thought would be the most effectual mode of 

*Dr. James accompanied Maj. Long's expedition to the Rocky Moun­
tains of 1819-20, of which he wrote a Narrative, published in 1823, in 
three volumes; and, in 1830, appeared Tanner's Indian Narrative, of which 
he was the editor. L. C. D. 
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suppressing it, by going to the mothers of the children who at­
tended the school, and representing to them that it was the design 
to make Protestants of the children^ T'o counteract Mr. Eolette, 
they introduced and taught the children the Eomian Catholic ca.t-
echism, finding nothing to their minds very objectionable in it; 
and, as I said before, they continued their school until winter, 
during which time Dt. Jamest was ordered to some other post. In 
the spring of 1826, my wife and myself went to New York; Miss 
Orawford accompanied us as far as Mackinaw, where! she re­
mained until she was married. Mr. Kinzie went also to Macki­
naw, during which time he received an appointment in the Indian 
department under Gov. C'ass, and went to Detroit to reside. The 
Sunda.y-school was not again resumed, nor was one again attempt­
ed in the place until about 1880, when the members of the dif­
ferent religious denominations united in forming, the Union 
Sunday-school. This continued a few years, imtil the Methodists 
becoming by far the.most numerous class, assumed the manage­
ment of it, since which time they have claimed it as a Methodist 
Sunday-school. 

When the fifth regiment of U. S. Infantry came into the country 
in 1819, and established their head-quarters at the mouth of the 
St. Peter's Eiver, they brought with them, a, man by the name of 
John Ma,rsh, a graduate! of some Eastern college, as teacher of the 
post school at head-qua,rters. He appeared to havci great fond­
ness for the Sioux Indians, and was endowed with the faculty of 
acquiring languages with great facility; he soon learned the Sioux 
language, so that he spoke it with as' great ea,se as they did thiem-
selves. Getting tired of teaching an army school, he came down 
to Prairie du Chien in 1826, and went over to Green Bay, and 
either went to Detroit, or somewhere met Gov. Cass, who was 
much inteirested in getting Indian informa,tioni, traditions, anec­
dotes, tales, &c. He employed Marsh by the month for that pur­
pose, and procured for him the appointment of Sub-Indian Agent 
at Prairie du Chien, and appointed him Justice of the Peace for 
the county of Cirawford. 
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Some of his decisions were almost equal to those of Judge 
Eeaume of Green Bay. l ie was in the practice of taking notes 
for collection, and issuing process on them. Sbme person sent 
him a note to collect from Green Bay against Benjamin Eoy. 
ISTow there \vere two men in the coimtry of that name, one resided 
at the Pbrtage of Wisconsin, and the other ̂ was in the employ of 
the American Fur Company at Prairie du Ohien. IvTeither of 
them could WTite his name. The note was sigpaed witli a mark, 
and witnessed by a man who' wrote his name, and the witness had 
gone into the Black Eiver country tô  winter. Marsh, believing 
that the Eoy that was heire was the man, issued process and ha,d him 
brought before hi m, but he denied any kno-wledge of the note; 
but Marsh, satisfied that he was the person who gave it, rendered 
judgment against, him for the amount, and said he would examine 
the witneiss when, he came down in the spring. Cbl. Dousman 
hearing of this decision, went to .Marsh and told him that if he 
proceeded any farther in the case, he w ôuld report him to Gov. 
Cass. That ended the proceeding. 

In 1830, a party of Skuks and Foxes killed some Sioux, on 
or abO'Ut the head-wate'rs of Eed Cedar Eiver, in the now State of 
Iowa; and, the same season,, a band of Fox Indians, who resided 
about where Dubuque now is, had occasion to visit Prairie du 
Ohien on business mth the Agent, whom they had previously in­
formed that they would arrive on a certain day. An Indian named 
the Kettle was their chief. I t was generally believed that John 
Marsh gave the Sioux information of the coming of the Foxes, 
and of the time they were' expected; and on the' morning of the 
day apipointed for the arrival of the- Fbxes at Prairie du, Chien, a 
small ŵ ar party O'f young Sioux made their appearance here, and 
joined by a few of the Menomonee young mien, proceeded 
down the Mississippi to the lower end of the Prairie du Pier-
reaux, some twelve or fifteien: miles below Plrairie du Chien;, where 
a n-arrow channel of the Mississippi runs close to that end of the 
prairie, fringed w îth small trees, bushes and grass. They knew 
tlie custom of the Indians in going up stream to avail themselves 

file:///vere
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of all such side channels, as there w âs less current in them tlian 
in the broad river; and secreting themselves among the bushes, 
trees and grass, awaited thciir unsuspecting victims. Whc'U the 
Fbxes came within point bla.nk shot, they all fired upon them, 
killing their chief Kettle and several others. The Foxes finding 
their chief killed, returned down the river to carry the news of their 
misfortunes to the tribe, while thê  Sioux and MenoiBonees. returned 
home with the tidings of their victory, and to dance over it. 
They passed through Prairie du Chien, and remained a short time 
here, b'Ut for some unaccountable reason, no notice whatever was 
taken of it̂  

The signs of several war parties of the Fo'xeS' were reported to 
have been seen on the opiposite side of the river during the year; 
but they effected nothing until sometime, I think, in June, 1831, 
when a considerable number of Menomonees had coUeeted at 
Prairie du Chien, and encamped on an island near the eastern 
shore of the Mississippi, about one-fourth of a mile from the old 
Fort Cirawford. They had obtained whiskey enough for all to get so­
cially drunk upon—^and it is rare to find a Menomonee who will 
not get drunk when he has a chance; and tliey had carried their 
revels far into- the night, until men, women and children w^ere beast­
ly dnmk. About tw ô hour's before day, a, Fox war party, that had 
been w^atdiing their movements, fell upon them in that helpless 
state, and killed a.boiit thirty of them. By this time, some of the 
more sober of thean w^ere aroused, and eo'mmenced firing upon the 
Foxes, who fled down the river, pursued a shoa t̂ distance by the 
Menomonees. 

Thom'as P . Burnett, the Sub^Indian Agent, was sleeping with 
me in my store:, and it being very warm weather, we had made a 
beid of blankets on the counter, when about two hours before day­
light, we were awakened by the cries of a Menomonee woinan at 
the store door. We let her in, when she told us of the disaster 
to the Mienomonees. Mr. Burnett took my horse and went to 
inform General Street, the Indian Agent, who lived about four 
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miles above this, and w^ho arrived about day-light, and gave the 
first information to the fort. Although there had been a great 
firing of guns and hallooing among the Indians, the sentinels had 
reported nothing of i t to- the officers; but on, hearing of the affair, 
the commandant immeidiately dispatehed a company of men in 
boats after the Foxes, but they did not overtake them. The Govr 
emment demanded of the Sauks tô  deliver up the perpetrators of 
this deed. TIJO Fbxes fied te the Sauks, and their chief, Kettle, 
being dead, they remained among and amalgamated with them, 
and have not since continued a separate nation or tribe. I have 
always believed this to be the origin of the Black Hawk war.— 
There w^ere, I suppose, other causes of discontent, but I believe 
that this transaction w âs the immediate cause of the movements 
of Black Hawk. 

In 1830, the present Fort. Orawford was commenced, and, in 
1831, it was occupied with a part of the troops^, leaving the sick 
in the old hospital, and the surgeon in the old fort. The fort, I 
think, w âs finished in 1832. In 1833, the authorities of Cra.vtford 
county concluded tO' build a court house and jail, and commenced 
raising funds by increasing the taxes:; and, in 1836, eonstructed a 
stone building of sufficient size to have on the ground floor a 
room each for criminals and deibtors, and two rooms for the jailer, 
with a court room and two jury rooms on the second floor. The 
taxable inhabitants then in the county were confined to the 
Prairie. We were then attached to Michigan T'erritory, and so well 
w êre our county affairs mianaged, that the taxes were not raised 
more than five mills on a dollar to pay for this improvement; and 
this w âs the first court ho'use erected in Wisconsin. 

Sometime in 1827 or 1828, the Chief Justice of the county and 
one of the Associa.te Justices ha.ving removed away, I presume 
application w âs made to Governor Oass—I do not know how it 
was, as I was absent from the last of July, 182Y, to the summer 
of 1829; and Joseph Eolette WSLB appointed Chief Justice, and 
Jean Brunet, Associa,te Justice. When Thomas P'. Burnett ar-
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rived here, in 1830, he foimd the court so different from what he 
had been accustomed tO', that he at once decided that he could 
not practice before one organized as ours then was, and made rep­
resentations of their proceedings to the Governor, reporting some 
decisions., and sending a petition requesting their removal, and 
the apipointment of General Joseph M. Street^ as Chief Jus­
tice, and myself and Hercules L. Dousman as Associates. These 
removals and ap'poantments were accordingly made. Mr. Michael 
Brisbois, the other Associate Judge, became blind in 1829, and, I 
believe, died in 1837, and by his son, at his request, was buried 
on a prominent bluff back of Prairie du Ohien. 

Joseph Eolette, of whom I have so often spoken, was a Cana­
dian by birth, of French extraction, and an educated man. He 
told me he ŵ as educated for the Eoman Catholic church, but not 
liking the ptrofession, he quit it and served a regular apprentice­
ship to mercantile business, and, about the year 1804, came to 
Prairie du Chien in business connection with Mr. Oameroin,t an 
old Indian trader who usually resided at La^c-qui-Parle on the 
St. Pet.er's Eiver. Mr. Eolette supe'rintended the business at 
the Prairie, an.d kept the books of the concern; wintering occa­
sionally at, and in the vicinity of lake Pepin, and returning to 
Prairie du Chien early in the spring, to take advantage of the 
spring trade of the Indians visiting here. Mr. Eolette was an 
active merchant and trader^ and I suppose would be called a 
clever merchant; that is, he was active in taking every advantage 
of his neighbor for making money, wdthout regard to the moral­
ity of the transaction. Although he was active in business, and 

*G^n. street migrated from Richmond, Va., in the winter of 1805-06, 
to Frankfort, Ky., where he soon engaged in the publication of the West­
ern World, and for several years took a conspicuous part in the gladiato­
rial field of Kentucky politics. Appointed, in 1828, to the Indian Agency 
at Prairie du Chien, he was there during the Black Hawk War, and that 
captured chief was surrendered to him by One-Byed Day-Kau-ray and 
party; and he died on the Des Moines River, Iowa, while Agent for the 
Sauks and Foxes, May 5th, 1840, at about the age of sixty years. 

L. C. D. 
tFrom the Annals of the Minnesota Historical Society, we learn that 

Cameron had his trading post towards the sources of the Minnesota; that 
he was a shrewd and daring Scotchman, and died in 1811; and the spot 
where he was buried, on the Upper Minnesota, is known to this day as 
Cameron's Grave. Murdoch Cameron left behind him a name of much 
celebrity in the North-West. L. C. D* 
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used every exertion to make money, i t w âs not with thei miserly 
disposition of hoarding it, for he was equally liberal in scatte'ring 
it. Among many bad qualities of a citizen, Mr. Eolette- yet posr-
sessed many redeeming traits. He was hospitable and generous, 
and liberal to the poor, and where a man had met with loss by 
accident, he w âs generally one of the first to afford relief; and, 
for an Indian trader, he had considerable enterprise for the pros^ 
perity and improvement of the country. I believe that he intro­
duced the first S'Wine into the country, but am not sure that such 
is the fact; I know; that he introduced the first sheep, and that he 
was much imposed on in its purchase. He bargained with an 
American below this on the Mississippi, to deliver him a certain 
number of ew ês at the Prairie. The man brought the number of 
sheep, and told him they w^ere according to contract, and Mr. Eo­
lette, knowing very little about sheep, counted them and directed 
his man to take them to his farm, and jpiayi for them, agreeable to-
contractj and after a wdiile some one examined them, and found 
that instead of eaves, they W'ere neiarly all wethers. 

About 1840, a man by the name of Manhan, who was a tan­
ner and currier, came to this place, and proposed to set up his 
business here, but not having the necessary means, Mr. Eolette 
advanced them to h im; but it turned out a poor adventure. I 
must here relate an anecdote of Eolette. His ambition was al-
v/ays to be ahead of me in everything. I think that some time 
in 1823, I mentioned to some person that I thought a distillery 
w^O'uld do well at the Prairie, and that I would introduce some 
rye; and if I could induce the F'rencli to raise it on the front of 
their farms that were sandy, I would build a distillery, but wushed 
to get the rye growdng first. Mr. Eolette, hearing of my sug­
gestion, concluded at once that he would build a distillery; and 
in going to Mackinaw, he fell in' with a man by the name of Cur-
tip, who had been a captain in the army, and had been cashiered 
by court-martial, and being without means of support, was ready 
for almost anj^thing. He persuaded Mr. Eolette that he was a 
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scientific man and could do almost anything, and especially was 
well acquainted wdth distilling. Mr. Eolette engaged him, and 
brought him to the P'rairie, in 1824; but as the distillery was 
not yet built, Mr. Eolette employed him as a teacher in his 
family, for which he was very w êll qualified. During this time 
Mr. Rolette ordered and received the coppiers and other appara­
tus for his distillery. For some reason, the building of the distil­
lery w-as delayed until the spring of 1828, w ĥen a man by the 
name of Giasson, a Oanadian by birth^ clerk of our circuit court, 
and fond of a joke, told Mr. Eolette one day, that I had said that 
I would make him build a distillery; that I had only tô  say that I 
was going to- build one, and he w^ould be certain to immediately do 
so. I t was not true that I had ever said so to Giasson, but Mr. 
Eolette soon, after sent, his coppers and other apparatus to St. Louis, 
and nothing more was heard of the distillery. 

I t was so w êll understood that Mr. Eolette would oppose any 
])ieasure that he did not introduce, that w^hen I wished to carry 
out any object without opposition, that I considered for the p'ublic 
good, I would get some person to go to Mr. Eolette and tell him 
that I ŵ asi going to* introduce such a measurei, and I would soon 
after hear that Mr. Eolettei was going to do the same thing. I 
would of course second him and we would get along without any 
difBeulty. Mr. Eolette was evidently tbe first man of this little 
village when he came to the country, and some may say that in 
repreisenting his> foibleis, I have maliciously taken advantage of 
him, as he cannot now answ^er for himSielf. As we were for sev­
eral years opposing candidates for the rank and consideration of 
the first man of our little village, and were rival Indian traders, 
I have introduced our respective names only when necessary to 
elucidate the events in the histO'iy of the region of Prair ie du 
Chien. 

Ool. Hercules L. Dousman came to the Prairie in the autumn 
of 1827, in the employ of the American F'ur Cbnipany, and has 
ever since steadily pursued w^hat he appeared to have most taste 
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for, the accumulation of wealth, until at this time he is considered 
very weialthy. 

In speaking of the early settlers, and their marriage co'imec-
tions, I should perhaps explain a little. In the absence of reli­
gious instructions, and it becoming so common to- see the Indians 
use so little ceremony about marriage, the idea of a verbal ma­
trimonial contract became familiar to the early French settlers, 
and they generally believed that such a contrad: of marriage was 
valid without any o-ther ceremony. Many of the womien, married 
in this way, believed, in their simplicity and ignorance, that they 
were as lawfully the wives of the men they lived with, as tliough 
they had been married with all the ceremony and solemnity pos­
sible. A woman of Prairie du Chien, respectable in her class, 
told me that she was attending a ball in the place, and that a 
trader, who resided on the Lower Mississippi, had his canoe loaded 
to leave as soon as the ball was over, proposed toi marry her; and 
as he was a trader and ranked above her, she was pleased with 
the offer, and as his canoe was in waiting, he would not delay for 
further ceremony. She stepped from the ball-rooim on board his 
canoe, and went with him down, the Mississippi, and they lived 
together three or four years, and she had tŵ o children by him. 
She assured me that she then believed herself as much the wife 
of this man as if she had been, married with all the ceremony of 
the most civilized communities, and was not convinced to the con­
trary, until he unfeelingly abandoned her and married another; 
and from, her manner of relating it, I believed her sincere. 

In 1816, at the time of my advent tô  Wisconsin, thei Menomo­
nees inhabited the country about Green Bay, and their women 
occasionally married Winnebagoes, but not often. Thie Menomo­
nees are a quiet and peaceful race, well disposed, and have al­
ways, since their acquaintance, been friendly to the whites. Tomah, 
the acting chief of the nation, was highly spoken of by all the 
traders as a great and good man. I t was related to me by some 
of the traders at that period, I believe it was Judge Lawe, that at 
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the time of the general combination of the Indians under Pontiac, 
in 1763, for the destruction of all English in the western 
country, the Menomonees under their Chief Tbmah, went to the 
officer in command of the British fort at Green Bay, consisting of 
about tw ênty men, and informed him of the plot for their destruc­
tion, in common with other garrisons, but if he w ôuld abandon 
the fort, and he and his men surrender up their amis that he, To­
mah, and his people would conducti them safely to Montreal. The 
officers and men yielded up their arms to Tbmah, except Sergeant 
iSTobles, who declared that he would never surrender his gun to 
an Indian, and %vas finally allow êd to retain it. All were safely 
conveyed in canoes to Montreal; and Sergeant ISTobles, for his 
fearless conduct, though he could not be promoted, having a fam­
ily, was favored with a discharge, and engaging, in his trade 
of a shoemaker, eventually became wealthy. But as I see no 
special mention made of it in Lieutenant Gorreirs Journal of 
those times, published in the first volume of Collections of the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, I conclude there must be: some 
mistake about it.*. 

The principal villages of the Winnebagx)es were at the lower 
and upper end of the lake of that name, with an occasional lodge 
along the Fox Eiver. At the season that traders generally passed 
the Portage of Wisconsin, they would find old grey headed Day-

* This tradition, judging from G-orrell's Journal and Parkman's History 
of the Conspiracy of Pontiac, cannot be regarded as reliable. It is certain 
that Lieut. Gorrell and his men made no surrender of themselves or arms, 
and that the Menomonees and others, conducted them to the village of 
L'Arbre Croche, in the region of Mackinaw, whence the Menomonees re­
turned to G-reen Bay. But this tradition serves to confirm us in the belief, 
that Tomah or Carron was much older than represented by the inscription 
on his tomb stone, and that he was a man of consequence during the bor­
der wars of 1755 to 1763. In GorrelFs Journal, referring to the events of 
18th May, 1763, he speaks thus: "The Chiefs [of the Menomonees] were 
much displeased at Carrey's getting a present from Mr. Goddard of a fine 
suit of embroidered clothes. This Carroy was much thought of by the 
French." This refers undoubtedly to the noble Tomah or Carron; and 
we hope hereafter to be able to prepare, for some future volume of the So­
ciety's Collections, a more extended and detailed account of his life and 
character than has yet been given. What was recorded of him in our last 
year's Report and Collections, excited general interest in the history of 
this brave and generous chief. His nobleness and generosity of character 
reflect real honor on the Indian race, and on the Menomonee? especially; 
and it should be the pride and pleasure of our Historical Society to spare 
no pains to search out and garner up every fact extant, illustrative of the 
career of so truly great and worthy a Wisconsin chieftain. L. C. D. 

12 
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Kau-ray at the poHage with his band. Their village was a 
short distance from there up the Wlscooosin^ and the Winnebagoes 
had villages up the Mahois [ ?] and on the Baraboo rivers, and 
several small ones along down the Wisconsin to niear its mouth. 
They were estimated at that time by the traders best acquainted 
with them, to be about nine hundred warriors strong. Of the 
Day-Kau-rays, there were four or five brothers, who were all 
influential men in the nation, and I knew one sister who had a 
family of children by a trader named Lecuyer, who had ma,rried 
her after the Indian manner. T'radition says that their father was 
a French trader, wio during the time the French had possession 
of the country, married a WinnebagxD woman, the daughter of the 
principal chief of the nation, by whom he had th.ese sons and 
daughter; that at the time the country was taken possession of 
hy the Elnglish,, he abandoned them, and they were raised among 
the Indians, and being the descendants of a chief on the mother's 
side, when amved at manhood they assumed the dignity of their 
rank by inheritance. They were generally gpod Indians, and fre­
quently urged their claims toi the friendship of the whites, by say­
ing they were themselves half white.* 

I suppose that having been so long among the Indians, it will 
be expiecited that I should give some account of their manners, 
customs, religious ceremonies, &c.; but of the Indians who in­
habit Wisconsin, I can say very little. The Indians who visit a 
trading poet like Prairie du Chien, are generally seen in their 
worst state, and I always had such a dislike to the Winnebagoes, 
that I never sought to learn their language, or much of their cus­
toms or ceremonies. The Indians with whom I am most familiar 
are the Sioux, with whom I spent three winters in their own 
country, where I saw many Indians who had never seen any 

•Mrs. Kinzie conveys the idea, that they boasted of a remote cross of 
French blood in some former generation; that they possessed remarkably 
handsome features, land their mother was living as late as 1831, then sup­
posed to be over one hundred years of age. Mrs. Kinzie designates one of 
the Day-Kau-rays as a "grand old chief"—the same doubtless, mentioned 
by Judge Lockwood; and another, his very antipodes, was not inappropri­
ately called Rascal Day-Kau-Ray; and the One-Eyed Day-Kau-Ray was 
distinguished for the part he took in the capture of Black Hawk. 

L- C. B. 
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white men, exceipt occasionally a trader. But none of the Sioux 
have ever resided wdthin the limits of our State, although they 
were at one time included within the T'erritory of Wisconsin ,̂ 
when what is now Iowa and Minnesota formed a part of that Ter­
ritory. Of them I will endeavor to give some account. 

And, firstly, of their marriages. When a young Indian desires 
to marry, he invites his relatives, who are near or in camp', to a 
feast, and infonns them that he wishes a certain girl for his wife. 
If they are in favor of the match, they immediately collect goods 
and suitable articles for a present to the relations of the desired 
one. One gives a gun, another a blanket, and another a kettle or 
*horse, as they may happen to possess at the time. When the col­
lection is completed, some of the relatives carry the presents to 
the lo>dge of the father of the young woman; one of them express­
ing in song the object for which they are intended, and leave the 
things at the door and retire .̂ If the father is favorably disposed to 
the match, he invites all his relatives that are near to a, feast, and 
when assembled, if they conclude to give the girl in m.arriage to 
the young man, each takes of the articles such as he can return' in 
kind; for instance, if one can return a gun, horse, kettle, blanket 
or other articles, he takes such an article; and presents in this 
way are made up by the relatives of the desired bride, generally 
of the same kind of articles they have received, and taken, to^ 
gether w îth herself, to the lodge of the young man with singing, 
&c. After viJ'hich she returns again to the lodge of her father, 
where they usually reside, the son-in-law hunting for the father-
in-law until about the time the oldest child can walk, after which 
he generally gets a lodge for himself. A small apiai*tment is par­
titioned off in the lodge of the father-in-law for the yo'ung couple. 
The young man generally during the day is out hunting, and 
seldom visits the lodge of his bride until the others have gone to 
sleep, when he crawls into the lodge. There is no familiarity be-
tv^een the parents of the bride and their son-in-law. If he is 
ever in their presence, he appears ashamed, and seldom speaks to 
them. If he w ânts to communicate tO' them, it is done through 
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his wife; and if he hap}_>ens to be in a trader's house, and either 
father or mother-in-law enters, he generally retires. Such is 
Sioux etiquette between these relations. 

Of births. As soon as a child is bom, the mother goes into the 
water, and stands in it over her waist, and bathes herself for some 
considerable length of time. If in wdnter, she has a hole cut in 
the ice, through which she enters and bathes. , 

Deaths and burials. When a person dies, the body is decorated 
in all of his or her finery^ and four forks or crotches are cut and 
stuck in the ground, upon which a scaifold is made, and the de­
ceased WTapped in a newly painted buffalo skin or new blanket, 
and laid thereon with some ceremony. If the death takes place 
at a trader's house in the fall before they go to their hunt, an old 
woman, a relative of the deceased, is left there tO' feed and cry 
over the dead during the absence of the others. She usually 
goes ahout dark in the evening with a dish of provisions, and sits 
dowm under the scaffold, and oommenees crying and howling, 
with loud lamentations J and calling" upon the Great Spirit some­
thing as follows: Wah-lcaw-tong-gaiu, oh she mendok (naming 
the deceased) wdth other cries, which meanr—Oreat Spirit, have 
mercy on the deceased, kc. This doleful noise is very unpleas­
ant, and after continuing it for ahout an hour, she leaves the dish 
of food under the scaffold, and returns to the lodge, and the 
dogs or wolves eat the provisions, wdien the Indians siippose the 
dead eat them. The corpse is left in this manner until nothing 
remains but the bones, when they are collected and carried to 
their village. At one time at my house in St. P'eters, an Indian 
of some note, who had four grown daughters., had a death in his 
family, and he named four young men to build the scaffold and 
put the corpse thereon, and when concluded, he rewarded each 
with one of his daughters for a wife 

When a death happens in a family, no matter how well they 
are clothed, the good clothes are stripped off and given away, and 
the Voorst old leather rags suhstituted in their place, besmear-
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ing their hair, hands and face wdth dirt, leaving the hair un­
combed to mat with the dirt, gashing their legs and arms, and 
leaving them to get well wdthout the least attention. Some of 
them carry their grief so far as to raise the skin of their arms and 
pierce holes wdth their knives, and put pegs, through. They con­
tinue their mourning about a year, although by giving a feast and 
performing certain ceremonies they can be relieved from their 
mourning in a much less time. 

Eeligious superstitions, &c. Wawkaw, in their language, sig­
nifies a spirit or spiritual. The French have interpreted or ren­
dered it medicine, but the Indians call the Great Spirit or God 
Waw-kaw -̂tong-gaw, the latter part signifying great The devil they 
call Waw -̂kaw-she-coh, the latter part signifying bad. I t is dif­
ficult to get an Indian to talk on the subject of his religious belief, 
but my interpreter, who was a half b̂ reed, informed me that they 
believe, that the gî eat Good Spirit resides in a beautiful country 
of good hunting ground, and where there is everything in abun­
dance that an Indian can desire, even a plurality of beautiful 
wives But to get there, they must be good Indians in this world, 
and perform all their duties- well as hunters, warriors, &c.; that 
on the ŵ ay to this happy land, there is a deep gulf to pass, with 
a very narrow way to cross it, and that only the good can success­
fully pass over; that the bad, in attempting to pass, fall off into 
the gulf, and wander ahout in a starving condition. They are 
very particular in performing their religious rites by feasts, sacri­
fices, &c. The first fruits gathered are set apart for the purpose 
of a spiritual or holy feast; the first com or wild rice of the sea­
son, the first duck or goose killed when they appear in the spring, 
are all reserved for the feast: at which thosei Indians- only who 
are entitled to* wear the badge of having slain an enemy, are in­
vited. The women, and those who have never taken the scalp of 
a foe, no matter hoŵ  hungry, are never invited to participate. 
You will see boys of sixteen or eighteen years of age at the 
feast, wdiile old gi-ay-headed men are excluded wdth the women, 
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and looked upon as old women, wihich is a term of great reproach 
among them. We cannot then wonder, that the Indian tribes are 
so constantly at w âr, as it is the only thing that gives them fame 
and consequeuice among theinselves. I ŵ as told of a tradition of 
the Sioux, that in ancient times a man could not get a wife until 
he had killed an enemy. The mother trains her sons to believe 
that revenge upon their enemies is a cardinal virtue, and this ad­
vice and admonition are constantly instilled into their minds. 

From early infancy they believe in minor evil spirits, and in 
ghosts who operate upon, and influence them. While sleeping 
in a camp of Indians in the night, you will frequently be awak­
ened by the firing of guns, and enquiring the cause you will be 
told they are shooting the dead that trouble them. Over-loading 
their stomachs, as they often do, they are no doubt frequently 
troubled with the night-mare, and imagine that they are attacked 
by a ghost, and get up and shoot at their supposed intruder. They 
have also their doctors and astrologers, who are well paid for their 
services. When,- a person is sick, they send for a doctor, who gets 
his pay in advance. He then commences shaking over the sick 
his gourd, which has in it some beads to make it rattle, until he 
finds out what is the matter with his patient, which he generally 
discovers is, that some beast, fish or bird has got into the body of 
the patient, which by shaking his rattle, singing and other nec­
romancy, he causes to depart. Previously to driving out the 
unwelcome intruder, he cuts its figure or likeness* out of birch 
bark, and places it in front of the door of the lodge, with 
two young' men situated sO' tO' fire at it from different di­
rections at a given signal, who generally blow it into pieces. If 
this operates upon the mind of the patient so that he recovers, it 
is well; if not, there is some mistake about it—the animal was 
not killed, or 9oa7ie evil spirit operates against him. So they try 
it over again, and probably continue tO' do so for months, until the 
patient recovers or dies; in which latter case, they have always 
good reasons to show ŵ hy the patient did not recover. 
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They have some few specifics, which they sometimes adminis­
ter, but their art consists mostly in necromancy. They cure 
wounds generally sooner than most surgeons, because they suck 
them, and thus keep them clean from all matter. It is also 
the business of the doctor to suck clean any old sore that he un­
dertakes to cure, no matter how filthy or disgusting, even venereal 
disorders and sore eyes; I have seen the doctor pretend by suck­
ing to draw from sore eyes small bits of straw, &c.; and, accord­
ing to their theory, as in most other complaints, some animal, 
bird, fish or reptile has inflicted the disease. 

The father-in-law of my interpreter, was an Indian doctor 
among the Sioux. I recollect hearing the old man the most part 
of a day singing and shaking his gourd-rattle in his lodge; after 
which he came into the house, and sat down looking very serious 
and thoughtful. His son, over thirty years of age, had sore eyes, 
and he was endeavoring to effect a cure. He said, that nearly 
thirty years before, ŵ hen his son was a very small boy, he had 
fastened a pin to a stick, and ^vas amusing himself one day spear­
ing minnowsi, and that he thus pricked one with his pin-spear; 
and that it was strange that the fish, after so long a time, should 
come tO' seek revenge on his son's eyes. 

Their sooth-sayer or spiritual man after sweating alone in a 
small lodge and singing, pretends to foretell events, as when cert-ain 
friends will arrive, or when the buffalo will come into that neigh­
borhood, or w ĥen some other expected event will hap]>en, and 
should it fail they will explain it by saying, that the little spirit 
lied to them, an image of which each one of these jugglers car­
ries in his holy or medicine bag. An Indian in a pious fit hangs 
on a tree a beaver or otter skin, bear or dressed deer skin, for a 
sacrifice to the G-reat Spirit, which remains there until destroyed, 
or until some other Indian passes that way, wants and takes it, 
leaving a piece of tobacco in place thereof, which he may law­
fully do. Oto the Prairie are often found isolated granite rooks, 
which, from their isolated and scattered appearance are considered 
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holy, and every Indian who passes them, either paints them 
with Vermillion, or leaves a piece of tobacco as a tribute to the 
Great Spirit. Hence the great number of places in this country, 
where the Sioux were accustomed to pass, that bear the name of 
Painted Eock 

I have frequently been told by French voyageurs, traders, and 
interpreters, of the ceremonies jDeî ormed by some juggler, in 
going into his little holy lodge, to consult with the Great 
Spirit, After having fasted awhile, he strips himself naked, and 
goes into the lodge alone; and soon after entering, the poles of the 
lodge commence shaking violently, and those without hear two or 
three distinct voices wdthin. After this has continued about two 
or three ho'urs', the juggler comes out of the lodge in a high state 
of. perspiration; during the time of the ceremonies in the lodge, 
the jingling of bells and other musical instruments' iŝ  heard, as 
though they were attached to poles of the tent or lodge, and my 
informers generally believed that the Indians had communications 
with the Devil. It so hapipened, that I never w îtnessed one of 
these scenes. 

The Sioux have a feast w ĥieh is calculated, in their estimation, 
to preserve their women from all illicit connections. I t is after 
this manner: The young Indians, like sô me young w^hite men, 
are in the practice; of vaunting of having gained some advantage 
over some frail one of their tribe. When a woman, either mar­
ried or singlei, learns that she has been slandered in this way, she 
selects a spot, clears away the bushes and rubbish, builds a fire, 
puts the kettle on, makes a circle around it, and near one end of 
the firei, places a stone painted with vermillion; and when every­
thing is properly prepared, she sendŝ  the crier of the camp 
arO'und to give notice of it. He performs this duty by going 
through the camp, singing in as loud a voice as he possibly can, 
that such a woman, announcing her name, will give her feast 
that day, stating the name or object of the feast, and inviting all 
tO' attend. All the women of the camp are usually present on 
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such occasions; if any one is absent, it is strongly suspected that 
she dare not come;, for fear of being exposed. When assembled on 
the gi'ound, the hostess of the feast heads the ring formed by the 
women, and marches around until she reaches the painted stone, 
wdiich slie touches reverently, thereby solemnly protesting her 
innocence. 

Some Indian, the while, stands on some slight elevation, and 
Iiarangues the young men, telling them if any of these wo-men 
are unworthy to partake of this feast of the virtuous, to fail not 
to expose them. The young men pride themselves upon every 
exposure it is in their powder to make; so Ihat a woman who is 
unworthy dare not be present, unless she happens ce-rtainly to 
know that her guilty paramour is so far away that he cannot be 
there. If a woman, not worthy to partake of the feast is so* bold 
as to venture there, the Indian who says she is not worthy, goes 
and takes her by the arm, and leads her out, asking her before 
the whole assemblage, if she does not remember such a time and 
place, which he specifies. I t is thought that they seldom falsely 
accuse, as they believe that if they do so, the Great Spirit w^ould 
}je Rugry and visit them wuth some dire calamity. 

Their feasts. With Indians, a man w ĥo giveŝ  a. feast is popular 
and well spoken of, and has plenty of pretended frieaids, precisely 
as W'ith the white man who often gives good dinner and other 
parties. They have their holy or sacred feasts, where the guests 
know, w^hen they are invited, of what they are to partake; and 
as they pride themselves upon the quantity they can eat, each 
carries with him the sized dish which he suppo'ses he can eat full. 
The master of the feast, not eating himself, serves the others, 
singing and shaking his gx)urd-rattle all the time. ISTothing of 
this food must fall to the ground. Eiach guest's dish is filled, and 
he maist eat i t himself, or pay some one else tO' eat it for him; 
and frequently in attempting tO' devour what has- been put in 
their dish, they eat until they vomit it back again into the dish, as 
nothing is allowed to fall upon the ground, and some one must be 
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hired to eat it for them. They have b^n known to gormandize 
to that extent, that on leaving the feast they have fallen down 
dead; but even then, the survivors wdll not admit that it was 
over-eating that killed them. After the feast is over, the dishes 
and kettle are carefully wiped out with grass or evergreen 
boughs'. They accustom their sons, when children, to eat a great 
deal, and fi^quently stuff them, when very young, with raccoon 
oil, to expand their stomachs, and often boast of their feats in 
eating. 

The dog. feas4 The Sioux Indians, and I believe it is true of 
all others, consider that the gireatest compliment they can pay a 
stranger, is to give him a dog feast. And this intended compliment 
constitutes the burthen of the speech of the giver of the feast, or 
the master of ceremonies. The traders are generally invited to 
these feasts. I have tasted dog meat; it is like pork, only it has a 
sweeter tastei; those who can get over the prejudice against such 
meat^ became very fond of it, but my prejudice was too strong 
ever to be able to- relish it. 

I think the Indians understand the art of flattery as well as any ' 
people in the ^vorld. When I concluded to enter into business 
for myself, there were several Indians of influence from about the 
mouth of the St. Peters Eiver, and of the Gens de Feuille or 
Ijeaf Nation from the Little Eapids on the St. Peters, who had 
wintered in my neighborhood, and came to my house in, the 
spring. I agreed with these Indians to meet me at my wintering 
house in the fall, with as many of their tribes as they could per­
suade to come up, tliat I would have a large cargo of goods, and 
wwild fit them out to go across to the head of the Mississippi to 
hunt Aceoi'ding tO' agreement, I met them in the fall, with two 
Mackinaw boat loads of goods, and found on my arrival, about 
three thousand Indians of the Yankton, Sissiton, Gens de Lac, 
Gais de Feuille and other Sioux bands, encamped about it, 
and they received me with a grand salute, each man having 
a gim., firing witli ball over the boat, so that we could hear the 
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balls whistle nearer than was agreeable to us. They had prepared 
several lodges together, so as to make one great lodge of at least 
twenty feet, across the middle of which they had made a wall of 
dried buffalo meat,^ and.had made a dog feast, to which they in­
vited me. The customary speech on such occasions was made, 
as usual; saying that this feast was designed as the greatest oom>-
pliment they could pay me, and then added: Your Farther must 
be a gTeat man to send out one so* young as you, with so many 
goods', and we hope you will be very charitable, and furnish us 
with plenty of clothing to keep ourselves, women and children 
warm, and with plenty of ammunition with which to hunt, etc. 
To all of which I replied, that unfortunately my father was a poor 
man, and I ŵ as a poor boy, and that I had got these goods on credit 
to supply their wants, and that unless they hunted well and 
loaded my boat with furs, I should not be able to pay for these 
goods, and get more to come back again; but that I would furnish 
them with clothing to keep them warm, and with arms, traps and 
ammunition to keep tliem from starving, and hoped they would 
hunt well and pay me, so- that I could get more goods and con­
tinue to trade with them. I took to my house the meat presented, 
and made them payment in suitable presents of ammunition, etcf 

An Indian thinks it politeness to eat everything that is set before 
him, and w ĥen traders are invited to a feast, what they do not eat, 
they generally carry home with them in the dish and give it to 
their men, and send back the dish with a piece of tobacco in it. 

*The manner of drying the buffalo meat is this: They take each side 
and the belly, and cut and spread them out thin, so that they will thor­
oughly dry through; when fully extended, this makes a sheet of about the 
size of a deer skin, and when dried they fold them up as they do their 
deer skins, and pack them into bundles. J. H. I/. 

t i t is proverbial, with all acquainted with the Indians, that to receive 
presents from them is by far the most expensive way of obtaining their 
desirable commodities, as the trader not only has to pay back the full 
value of the articles, but also something clever in addition for the com­
pliment of the present. It is not uncommon for a Yankton chief to make 
a present to the tracier of all the buffalo robes he brings, and after he has 
received in return all they are really worth, together with something for 
the compliment, he remembers a great many little articles, naming them, 
of which he is in want; and if not gratified, he is offended, or pretends to 
be so. Though it is, in Indian etiquette, an insult to refuse a present, I 
have often done so, and advised the Indian that he had better trade in the 
usual way. J. H L. 
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I have seen generous ladies residing in the neighborhood of the 
Indian country, when visited by Indians, set food before themi and 
keep renewing the supply, and w^ondering at the Indians eating so 
much, whereas they considered theimselve© bound in politeness 
to eat all that wasi set before them,. 

When Indians become too' old and infirm tO' travel, they build 
a fire near water, and giving them some provisions and generally 
a small kettlei, leave them to take care of themselves. Many 
cliildren from exposure and learning them to* be great eaters, die 
in infancy. The practice of leaving the aged to die, applies 
more particularly to migratory bands on the plains. Indians 
living about lakes and rivers, where they have canoes, I do not 
think ever ex|X)se them thus, at least I never heard of an instance. 

You never see a Sioux Indian, if he is in. company, smoke 
alone. The pipe is lighted and he takes a whiff or two himseK, 
and passes it to his neighbor, always passing it around with the 
sun. When several are assembled together, you will see a num- ^ 
lier of pipes going the rounds^ in the same manner. Their princi­
pal subjeets of eonversation at these times, are their wars, feasts, 
hunting and their women. A man may have as many wives, as 
he can maintain among the Yanktons; the more he has, the bet­
ter IK* is off, as they can dress and prepare the more buffalo robes 
for market. If an Indian marries the eldest daughter, he is enti-
tk^l to take the others, as they come tO' maturity, for wives. But 
tliosci wdio do not live in the buffalo range, content themselves 
genc^rally with two, and many of them with one. I knew one 
li'ankton chief who had six. 

When the Sioux women have their menses, they are lookc'd upon 
m unholy and xmclean, and are not allowed to rem-ain in the 
lodge w îth the family, but are obliged to build a small lodge out­
side of tiie other, and remain alone during the time of its con­
tinuance, fed in. a dish by one of the family, and not allowed, 
during the time, to enter the family lodge, or touch anything, ex­
cept the dish in which their food is handed to them, until the 
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menstrual discharges cease, and they are washed up. When a 
maiden arrives at womanhood, and has made her first out-of-door 
lodge, the public crier goes through the camp or village, and an­
nounces the fact in a loud song. 

The Sio'ux have secret societies, something like freemasonry, 
but they admit women to membership. They meet in a lodge, 
which is guarded on the outside from prying curiosity, by one of 
their menibei^s. In this lodge they perform their ceremonies. 
Any person wdshing to join them, makes the application through 
one of the members, and is then on probation for about a year. 
If they are bad, they must reform. If, at the end of that period, 
no objection is made, he is generally admitted; and, I was told, 
that they have signs by which Indians of that fraternity of dif­
ferent bands know each other. Either after or before their meet­
ing, I do not remember which, they assemble and have a holy 
dance, which is called by the French, la danse de la grande mede-
cinej as the French translate all their spiritual or juggling pro­
ceedings into medicine. At this dance;, among other ceremonies, 
after dancing and singing awhile, one of their number takes a 
garnished sac, usually made from the otter, and runs at the dif­
ferent members, making -some noise, and they generally fall down 
or over, pretending that it is the effect of spirits from the bag, and 
lay prostrate for a moment or so, and then rise again, and join in 
the dance. This dance is generally continued till late in the 
night. 

The amusements of he men are shooting at a mark, or playing 
at the game of ball, called by the French, le jeu de crosse. This 
is usually played in the summer on some large prairie,* with a 
stick ahout two and a half or threei feet long, with a small hoop on 
one end, crossed with net-work of thongs of leather, making a 
so'rt of sac, in which they frequently catch the ball. How they 
count, or their boundaries, I have forgotten. The women amuse 
themselves by playing at what is termed the dish-play, which is 

* Prairie La Crosse took its name from this game being frequently 
played there. J- H. L. 



iQO Wisconsin Historical Collections [voiu 

performed by having the pits or stones of plums marked on one 
side with hieroglyphics, and put intoi a dish, shook up, and turned 
out, and the marked ones turning up, count. They are so fond of 
gambling at this play, that they will sometim,es continue at it for 
several days without cessation, and until one or the other has lost 
everything that she can put up for a stake. Women well clothed, 
having lost everything else, have been known to strip off their 
good clothes, and gamble them aw ây, and put on old rags. The 
men also frequently play at this game, and to the same excess as 
the women. The men also have another game, called the shoe-
play, which is generally played by two parties; of four each. Four 
moccasins are placed between the parties on- the floor, and the 
side that gets the first winnings, hides a piece of wood in one of 
the moccasins, by running his hand into each of them', in the 
presence of the others, when one of the opposite party searches 
for it; if he finds it in the first moccasin that he examines, he-
loses a certain number, I think ten; but if he finds it in the sec­
ond or third, it counts twenty for his side, and if in the fourth, a 
less number. The game tallies at one hundred. They play at 
this game sometimes as long as they can raise anything to wager'. 

Indians generally in a state of nature, have no word or gesture 
of salutation. Those acquainted with the customs of white peo­
ple, sometimes m,ake use of the Fench salutation of bon jour, on 
meeting a v^hitei man, but seldom on meeting another Indian. I 
ŵ as struck with the meeting of some Sioux Indians the first year 
1 was in their country. When the attack was made on Prairie 
du Chieu; under Cbl. McKay, a son of the Yankton chief called 
Le Grand Sierure, happened to be there with the Agent, 
]Sr. Boilvin, E'sq., and embarked on board the keel-boats under com­
mand of Oa.ptain Yeiser, and went to St. Louis with him, where he 
ŵ as obliged to remain until the w âr was over; and, in 1816 
had got as far back as Prairie du Ohien, and as we were 
then going into his country, we took him into the boat with us.— 
When we arrived in the neighborhood of Lae-qui-Parle, on a cold 
morning about the first of December, I was awakened from sleep^ 
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and told that there w êre some Indians on the shore ŵ ho had made a 
fire. We disembarked and breakfasted there, and found that the 
Indians were four Yanktons, the uncles of the yO'ung Indian with 
us. They had come across the country to meet their nephew, 
who had been absent two and a- half years, and pre^dous tO' their 
hearing that he was on his way home, they supposed he was dead. 
The uncles had made a fire and commenced smoking, when the 
young Indian walked from the boat to where they were, without 
saying a word to tiiem, or they to him. The lighted pipe was 
handed to him, when he smoked; and after it had passed around 
two or three times^ they commenced talking slowly, and the con­
versation at length became general among them. 

In almost every Indian camp, they have what is called the sol­
dier's lodge, where the men of consideration of the village a^em-
ble to' smoke, and talk over the affairs of the nation. An Indian 
of consideration arriving from another camp, usually goes to this 
lodge; but if a young, man, and not of sufficient distinction to go 
there, he stands about among the lodges until some one sees that 
he is a stranger, and invites him to his lodge. On entering, the 
pipe is handed to him, and after smoking a few whiffs, something 
is set before him to eat. After he has eaten awhile, conversation 
is commenced, but no questions are asked previous to his having 
smoked and eaten. I t was sometime before I could learn so much 
of Indian politeness as to make no inquiry of an Indian arriving, 
until after the smoking and eating had been attended to-. At first 
I commenced talking to' them before this important^ preliminary, 
and always found them sulky and obstinate about entering into 
conversation. 

My interpreter, Frenier, told me that some years previous to the 
war of 1812, that he resided at the same place where we were 
then, wintering, in the employ of Mr. Cameron; that Cameron 
had credited a. band of Indians to go on the head waters of some 
of the streams that empty intO' the waters of Mississippi in the 
direction of the Eed Eiver of the North; and, that in the month 
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of February, an Indian runner cahie from the hunting ground, and 
informed Oanieron that the Indians w êre so loaded with furs and 
peltries, that they could not bring them, and suggested to him to 
send his men to assist them. He sent Frenier with some ten 
men, in company with the Indian, to the camp. After they had 
traveled some three or four days, they were overtiaken by one of 
those sudden snow^ storms that are so frequent in those vast prairies 
in that high latitude. They are often so sudden, and give so 
little w^arning of their approach, that you may set out on a prairie 
on as beautiful a sun-shiny morning as you ever saw in winter, 
and before noon be enveloped in one of these storms; the snow 
so fine and thick that you cannot see a rod before you. On this, 
occasion, as Frenier's party could not see any wood or timber, 
they concluded their safest plan was to stop where they were. 
Wrapping themselves snugly in their blankets, they all laid down 
and let the snow cover them, except the Indian, whO', having pur­
chased several blankets from the trader, wrapped himself in them, 
and staid on top of the snoŵ  until the storm was over, wihich 
lasted three days, when he discovered that it was not more than one 
fourth of a mile to a point of w ôod, whither he repaired and kin­
dled a fire. He then made use of a ].x)le, poking through the deep 
snow^ wdiere he recollected to have seen the men lay down, and 
found them all alive and iminjured, except one man a little frost 
bitten on the hip. 

In 1816, and for years previous ,̂ the Yanktons Vvcre in the prac­
tice of making, up war parties and going into the Spanish territory, 
for the purpose of stealing choice horses and mules. "When 
on a march from place to place, there are warriorsi on duty to 
regulate the march according tO' rules promulgated before their 
departure; and, if any one infringes on these rules, he is punished 
by having his gun broken, his dog or horse killed, his lodge cut, 
or causing him to suffer a penalty in some manner. The chief, or 
leader of the partj^, is not exempt from these refgulations. Any 
act of this kind performed by w^arriors on duty is not revenged, 
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as they did it in performiance of inflexible regulations; but any 
affront of an individual in his private capacity, is sure to be re­
venged sooner or later, and the avenger is always knowtn, as it 
woidd not be any satisfaction to him if he could not enjoy the 
credit of it. An instance came under my observation. It is usual 
for the trader to take to his post as many guns as there are good 
hunters, who wdll probably pay for thein>. These are generally at 
first distributed to those- for whom he ni'ay particularly intend 
them, before he commences giving out other articles. One year, 
in distributing the guns, my interpreter overlooked a good hun­
ter, while some otheî  not so good a hunter got the gun. This 
mortified the good hunter, and that night he killed the horse of 
every man who had received a gun, and it ŵ as known the next 
morning who had done it, and w ĥat was the cause. It is common 
to revenge an insult or injury by killing the offender's horse or 
dog, and there are in this way, a great many horses killed every 
year among the Sioux. And they not only revenge insults or 
injuries among themiseives:, but, as the late Ool. Eiobert Dickson, 
in eonversation with me on the subject, expressed it, ''they revenge 
upon their enemies the acts of the Almighty/' for when a chief 
or mian of distinction dies> they commence singin :̂' the war song, 
and raise a war party to revenge his death upon their natural ene­
mies, as well as to appease the troubled mianes of the departed. 

It is a prevalent opinion among persons not acquainted with 
Indian customs and polity, that they, like white people, have a 
king or great chief over all; but such, so far as I ami acquainted, 
ia not the case with any Indians in the JSTorth West or South 
West The governmient of their t r ib^ or bands is patriarchal. 
The chiefŝ  as with politicians who obtain office, are the greatest 
slaves among them. Tliey get the honor without independence, 
not being able to do any act of their own mil, without first look­
ing to see if it will be popular. If a chief buys a good gun, and 
one of his yoxmg men takes a fancy to it, and expresses a wash for 
it, it is given to him]; if not, probably the chief's horse would pay 
the forfeit. These bands are generally thus orisrinated: When a 

13 
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man has five or six sons and several daughters, taking his family 
he leaves the large band, formis a noAV camp or settlement, and 
acts the patriarch or chief; his sons and daughters marrying, 
bring their wives and husbands tO' his band, and frequently a 
brother-in-laW accompanies him and remains. Thus the new 
band multiplies from natural increase and accessions, until it be-
comies large and respectable. In case of the death of the father, 
the eldest son assumes the duties of chief, if old enough; if not, 
one of the brothers of the deceased assumes the office. The chief 
uses no authority, but advises, and if popidar, his advice is fol­
lowed; if not, each one judges and acts for himself. The only ar­
bitrary authority exercised among Indians, is by the war chief 
when on the war piath, which, I am told, is then absolute The 
warriors, when on duty, never correct their children, except by 
advice, and if tliey are obstinate, and pugnacious., it is laughed at, 
and looked upon as a sign of bravery. 

There was, when I first visited the country, a band of Indians 
who had their village on a prairie on the west bank of the 
Mississippi, where the village of Winona, which means the 
eldest daughter^ now stands., about one hundred and twenty 
miles above Prairie du Chien. The chief was called Wa-ba-
shaw; he was a very sensible Indian, and was truly one of na-* 
ture's noblemen.* Although only chief of his band, he had great 

*The name of Wa-ba-shaw, the great Sioux chief, will long live in his­
tory. He was Induced to join the fortunes of the British in the Vfar of 
1812-15, and fought at the siege of Port Meigs and elsewhere. When 
peace took place, the Indians were left by their employers in a wretched 
condition, and, as a consequence, their spirits were broken. Gen. Cass has 
preserved a speech of Wa-ba-shaw's, at Drummond's Island, in 1815, when. 
Col. McDowell, the British commandant of that post, laid a few presents 
before him. It is touchingly pathetic and eloquent: 

'*My father,'* said he to Col. McDowell, *'what is this I see before me? 
A few knives and blankets. Is this all you promised us at the beginning 
of the war? Where are those promises you made us at Michilimackinac, 
and sent to our villages on the Mississippi? You told us you would never 
let fall the hatchet until the Americans were driven beyond the moun­
tains; that our British father would never make peace without consulting 
his red children. Has that come to pass? We never knew of this peace. 
We are now told that it was made by our great father beyond the water, 
without the knowledge of his war-chiefs; that it is your duty to obey liis 
orders. What is this to us? Will these paltry presents pay for the men 
we have lost, both in battle and on the road? Will they soothe the feel­
ings of our friends? Will they make good your promises to us? F o r 
myself, I am an old man. I have lived long, and always found the means 
of supporting myself, and I can do so still." Lr. C. B . 
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influence with the other chiefs. Above Winona Was another 
large band of Indians, who had their village on the west bank oi 
the Mississippi, where the Presbyterian mission now is, a few 
miles below St. Pa.ui, whose chief was called Little Crow; a 
man of good sense, and generally considered a good Indian. 
There was another small band who had their village at Mendota, 
which signifies ihe meeting of the tuaters,'^ whose chief was called 
Black Dog. He Was not a mian of much consequence. Therq 
was also another small band who had their village a short dis­
tance above, whose chief was Ponechon, a mian of little note. 
Where the village of Shakopee now is, was an Indian village, 
whose chief bore that name, which simply means six; he pos­
sessed a good intellect, but was not popular among the traders, as 
he w;as considered very dishonest. At the little Ejapids was an­
other village, called by the French Gens de Feuille, or Leaf Peo­
ple. The name of their chief I do not recollect. There was a 
village of the Sissitons at the Eocher Blanc; above whichj I r e 
memiber no others. The Sissiton and Yankton bands seldom 
made any regular villages, as they roved fromi place to place, en­
camping temporarily for the purpose of hunting, and that mostly 
among the buffaloes. 

Under the most imf avorable auspices have I written these remi­
niscences. With ill health, sufFering a great part of the timie 
with rheumatism and bad eyesight, bordering almost on blind­
ness, I have not been able to prepare this narrative to my own 
satisfaction, and, I fear, not to the satisfaction of the Society. I 
have no doubt omitted many things that might have been inter­
esting, but never having kept a journal or- notes of events, I was 
obliged to depend upon miemory; and fi^quently when writing, 
and having, by a train of reflection, recalled past events to mind, 
either my rheimiiatism or my eyes would admonish me that it 
was tim© to cease from my labors, and before I could rei-commence, 
I would probably forget the thread of my narrative. ISTor have I 

* Some of the tribes of the North West give to Mendota the significance 
of large or great. L. C. D. 
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been able to review what I have written. Learning that the 
Rev. Alfred Brunson had been invited to write a history of 
Oravrford county, and that he intends to comply with the request, 
I have purposely omitted saying any thing of the events of the 
county since he settled therein, believing that he will be able to 
do the subject nuore .-justice than I could, even were I in better 
health than I am, and had all my faculties about me. 


