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Early Times and Events in
Wisconsin

By James H. Lockwood

At the request of the Wiseonsin Stete Historicel Society,
through their Correspmding Secretary, T shali attempt to give
sormw renniniscences of the early history of Wisconsin, and more
especially of the western portion of it. T feel mmeh distrust in
my shilliy to do justice to the mbject, as writing for the publie
ave has ngver besm, thus far in lifs, any part of my employment
or ambition ; and yet, in my unpretending way, I feel willing to
oontribute my reminiscences of early times for the archives of a
Bomiaty which I regard ss having commencsd, with oommenda-
ble zeal, n noble and important work. Very likely I may appear
egotistical in many instanees, and too proliz in others; but the
disermoinating reader can make sll due allowanees, and the fature
higtorian can sift the wheat from the chaff,

I was born i the town of Peru, Clinton county, N. Y., Dee. Tth,
1798—and as the saquel will show, I have lived in the wonds the
most of my days My father was a farmer, to which oceupation T
was raized until past the age of =icteen years. When 1 was e
tween two and three yests old, my father’s house in Perv took
fire, and almost everythivg he possessed of & movenbls chavecter,
was consumed.  Ha aold his farm, and abowrs this period removed
to the town of Jay, in the adjeining connty of Basex, whare ha
owned or obtained land. Here he rade Improvements, and had
good buildmgs, an ocrchard, snd every thing eornfortshle shont
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him, when, about 1803, ba got the Ohic fever. He sold his farm
st a grent saevifiee; but before he eollented the money for it, he
met a gentleyman who had just returned fromi Ohlo, who stated
that though lends were cheap, and they eonld raise large arope of
grein and focks of eattle with little labor, yet many of the pettlers
- were obliged to go twenty or thirty miles to mill, and thero was
no market for their fine eattle and rich harvests, and that a farmer
with a eornfortable home was better off in the cold snd unprodus-
tive region of Northern New York, than in the fertile plaing of
Ohlo withowt a market.  These considerations diesnaded my
father frome removing to Ohlo, and in March, 1805, he setiled in

* Champlain, Clinton county, N. V., where he purchasel a famm,

with 2 log dwelling end forty acres of improveuent,

Living thus on the frontiers, and removing from pless to plece,
my edueational advantages were very limited. But after moving
to Champlain, the nearest school was at the villaga of Chazy, twe
and 4 half miles distant, whither T went pretty regulsrly for two
or three winters. In that day end in & new country, to ba able
to read, write, and cypher a3 far a8 tha Rule of Three was con-
sidered sufficient qualifieations to teach 5 common school, I was
ambitions to obtain 2 good edueation, and relaxed no efforis to be
punctual in my atiendance, nithough the distancs was greaf, and
traveling throngh the deep anow was often very laborions. T read
with avidity every book that.chance threw in my way, or which I
could obtain by borrowing in the neighborhood.

In the summeyr of 1808, I boarded at Champlain Village, and
attended the school tawght by the late Dr. William Beaumont,
who ‘was then g student of medicine. TUnder hia twition I greatly
improwed myself in grammar, geography, &e., but at that eerly
day I never saw a school atlas.  Opportunities for sttending better
schools increesed and T ooptinued alternately on the farm and af
school until T was between sizteen: and seventeen yesrs of age,
when I engaged in the study of law. I, however, conalnded,
that from deficient early eduestion and my vative diffidepce, T
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‘ehonld never pmka a grent lawyer, and my ambition protesting
against & second or third rate position, T abandoned the law as I
‘then supposed, forever, and songht and obtained a situation as a
merchant's olerk.

The merchant who employed me, beeame the sutler fo the
Light Artillery Regiment then commanded by Col.Wn. Fep-
wick, and formed a part of Gen. Izard’s grmy.  Thia forse com-
“menced its mareh {rom Plattehnrgh to the Weat, In Angrast, 1814
and my employer having some business to transact in Plattshurgh,
bafors his departure, sent me on to attend to the sutiling business,
6rd I continned woth the regiment nnfll the campaign on the
Niagara was over, and the troops retired into winter-guarters near
Bufiale. In November my employer arrived, and teldng offense
e somg of hiz acts, I demanded e sottlement, and left him. I
then engaged myself to & man naemed Fuller, satler for Maj.
Bell's two companies of dragooms, then cantomed near Avonm,
N. Y., on tha Genesee River, where I remained deing little or
nothing during the winter, as the dragoons, for some reason, were
not paid off.

In Aprl, 1815, I reesived o letter from the late Lewis Ronse®
of Green Bay, a tovmaman of mine, dated 2t Buffale, stating that
he bad oltained the suttlicg of the Consolidated Rifle Regiment,
and desired my sssistance. Having no need of my services, I
left Mr. Fuller, and repaired to Duffalo, and the stagpe which
eonveyed me carried Sying colors announneing the news of pesce:

Thosa of the troops enlisted for the war, were now discharged,
and those enlisted for five years retained; of the latier was the
Rifle Ragiment, ther understood to have beem ordered to Detroit
‘As T had conducted Mr. Rouse's husivess prineipelly, he wished

*Judge Reousa wae a fwilve of Bouss's Polot on Léake Champlain, wad
setiled at Gresn Bay abowt 1324, He was Judge of the North-west Jodl-
-edal Difatrict while Wisconeln yet formed a part of BMickizan Territers.
He was a man of prominencs fo his day, and possessed many EHod and
Eentlamanly gualities. He dfed anddenly at iy vesidencs, n Manltowos,
Aprll 18th, 1855, at the age of 43 years, His smdidenw desth was probably
causad by enoplexy, 28 he wes of plethorls haBir, snd welghed over thires
hondred pounds, LC I



1214-15) Lockwood's Narrative 101

me to go with him, and desiring to sea the country, I aecepted
his invitation. The troops having left Buffale about tha first of
June, we sailed from that place on the 15th of that mooth, in the
schoonar Lody of the Loke, sald to have been the best veesel them
on the Lakes, and arrived at Dedroit on or about the 10th of July
Here we found that the ragiment had heen ordered fo Mackinas.
Dietroit was then an old French village, with the houses mesily
govered witk bark, ‘Waiting here a faw daye for & vessal o
whish to proceed to Mackinaw, we engaged pessage about the 15th
of July, on a crazy old schooner eommended by Owpt. Poarson,
bound for Drymmond's Taland, with pork and havd bread for the
Dritish troope then stationed at that place. Omn hoard the vessel
a3 @ pasenger was Hamsay Crocks, sinee so digtinguished among
the Rocky Mountain traders, then om his way to Mackinaw
Tacaive the property of the South-West For Company which had
been recently porchased by Jehn Jaeob Astor of New York®
We found this eragy old vessel without any convenienca of table,
furniture or provisions. Mr. Crooks had come passenger on her
from Euffalo, and the captain had promised him thet he would
lay in ample supplies at Deiroit, but just a8 we had got under
way from the latter port, Mr. Crooks swant into the eahin and as-

=In 1783, zaveral of the prinalpal matehants of Monkran] enteved ints &
partnership to propecuts thoe furtrade, and, in 1787, veited with & rival
sompany, and thus arnes the famous North-Wesl Compony, which for
many years, beld Tordly swary over the immenss reglon In Canada and
beyond the Great Western Lekes Several years later a new assoelatlon
of British merchants formed the Mockindw Tompgny, having their ohief
tactory o dapot at Mackisaw; and thair fstd of aparations was sogth of
thedr grest rivals—sanding forth thelr light peroguss and bark cansss by
Green Bay, the Fox and Wisconsin rivers to the Bfissiasippl, and thencs
down that stream to all ite tribotaries. In 1808, Mr. Astor organdaed che
Americgn Fur Compony—ha slooe constitctiog (e company; end, In
1811, In connection with certaion partnsts of the Worth-Wesd Company.
aad ntilers. ha bought ont the MNaekinaw Jompdey, and merged that and
hiz Americon Fur Oompony foto o nesr assoclation, called the SowfA-West
Cowtpony. By this arrangsment Mi dstor became propristor of onshalf
of all the ioterssts which the Mookinetw Compony had in the Indlan eoun-
' trv within the United Blates; and It was upderstopd, thet the whole, pt
the expiration of Ave jaars, wap 1o pass Into o bhands, oo conditlon Fhat
the dmerdegn, or ‘Fouth-West Company would nof trade within the Brit-
ish gowminfome. The War of 1812 snspended the aesociation; and sfter the
war it was entirely disadlved—COongt#ss having Dassaed a law prohibitlne
British Are-traders from prasecuting thelr enterprisce within the terr-
tordes of tha Tuited States Thus we Aod Mr. Crocke, In 1215, closing
Up the aMaira of the Jouth-West Company, prelimingey to Bmln.rteﬂ {n-
dividng! snterprige em the part of M:. Aster. L. C D
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certained that the captain had failed to fulfll his engsgement;
and immediaiely he teok the skiff, went ashore and pur
chased: dishes, kunives, forks, spoons, and provisioms, and we
proseeded on our voyage. We were becalmed aboud ten days on
tha 3t. Claiv River and Flate, during whirh we went. on ehore and
bought a sheep, which helped along with the rusty pork and hard
bread. At that time, T had seem very little of hardships, and I
gifered much from such fare aa hard bread and musty pork,

We were almost a month from Detroit to Drummond’s Tsland,
whare we found a treder named Lacroiz, with = boat bound to
Madkcinaw, and with him we engeged our passage. Nb provisions
rorld be bad at Drummond’s Island s we were obliged to depend
on tha soyegewrsy kettle of corn soup, a new kind of fare to
me; and, I baliers, T ate but 2 few monthfuls from Dvummosnd's
Taland to Mackinaw. We were two days resching Mackinaw,
whers we arrived om the morning of the 186th of Augost.  Omen
thers and recrnited, we had 2 new souree of anziety, in daily ex-
pecting the arrival of the paymaster uptil the close of navigation:;
and then I had to content myself ae well as I could, uotil the en-
swing spring of 1818. At the request of some of the inhabitents,
I concladed to open & scheol, 28 it would keep me from; idleness;
if my scholare did not learn much English, I eonslnded T should
stand = chanee of acquiring seme Fremch—thus aoting oot the
Yankee character of adapting ome's self to circumstances. And
thus I apent the winter.

Traring the wintar of 1515-16, Congress passed an zet exelyd-
ing foreignarz from participating in the Indfan trade within the
limita of the TTnited $ates ot its Territories. This was then sup-
posed o have been done throngh the influsnce of Mr. Astor, and
rpon the purchase of the property of the Sewh Wanf Compony,
the American Fur Company re-appeared under the avapioes of
Mr. Asior—the headquarters of which were at Mackinaw. '

Although' Oongrees had pasced 2 law escluding foreigners
from the Indian asmmtry, it was found that the trade could not
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ba earried on without thelr akl, 28 moat of the clerks, inber
pretere and boatmen were foreigpers; and, in the summer &f
13918, the Beeretary of the Treasury of the United States isaned
orders to the Indian Agents on thia frentier to license foraignera
aa interpreters and boatmen, om their giving bond with large pen-
alties for their good oomduct in the Indian country. Thus the
Britizh traders who wavted to get into the Indian country hed
only to employ an Awmerican fo whom the goods were invoiced,
and the lesmse taken ip bie name, and the trader went as inter
preter until 1hey were beyond the Indian agencies, whem the
trader sasnyned the eomtrol of his property, and oarried on his
business as usnal

During the summer of 1816, it was projected to establish a
United States fort at Greem Bay; and, in July of that year, Col,
John Miller, then Colonel of the 3rd regiment U. 8. Infantry,
wan ordered on thet service, and soon charering three vessels,
embarked three or four companies of riflemen and infantry with
some artillery, Among the vessels was tha Washington, the
largest of the fieet, commanded by Capt Dobbine, on board of
which vessel was the Commendsnt. I had that Pear engaged
myself 29 a clork to some traders, 1o fake charge of an oulfit or
trading establishment nesr the head of the St Paters River, and
the Colonel apprehending diffienlty from.the Indizne in landing
at Green Bay, proposed to take the goods of seversl boats in the
veseal, and tow the boats, and usa them, if necessary, in landing,
and then: refurn theoy to their ownars.

Accordingly Augnstin Grignon, mysell and a French alerk by
the name of Cheppin embarked om hoard the Washingion, Mr.
Grignon. and Chappin acting in some measure as pilots. During
the night of the seeond or third day out from: Madkinaw, the other
twio vessals become separated from the Waskingfon, apd arriving
in the vieinity of what ds now called Washington Jeland and
Harbor, snd learning from My Grignon that there was a good
harhor, Col. Miller ordered the Weashinglon to put in there to
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wait for her comserts.  We remained there nesrly two days, dur-
ing which time the offieers and passengers rambled over the Te
land, and finelly, in hover of our vessel, supposed to be tha first
one thet hed antered the harbor, we gave ita name to Washington
Tsland and Herbor, which they have ever since retained. Finding
ther other vessels had gof inte Gireen Bay ahead of us, and had
found s harbor at ¥Vermillion Taland, sand were waiting for us, we
procceded up tha Bay, and arrived at Green Bay settlornent sbout
two days after, when the troops landed without the entieipated
oppoeition from the Indiane.

Thiz was the month of July, 1816, Green Bay and Prairia
do Ghien were then the only settlements in what is mow the Bfate
of Wisconsin, if we exvept Solomon Junean’s trading housa at
Milwrukes;* and they conld not well be called seftlements aceord-
ng to the Ametican idea of settling and mproving a eountry.

Green Bey wes a kind of traders’ depot for the trade of that
Bay, the Fox and wpper part of Wiseonsin rivers, which were
congidered dependente of it

Thera then resided at Green Bay sa g trader Jobhn Laww, and
four or five of the Grigneps.  Auveunstin Grignon resided and
traded at the Little Egukalin, Thoee traders who pretended to
make (Green Day their bome, regided gemerally bt a small por-
tion of the year thers, as most of them wintered in the Indian
eountry, and generally spemt two or three months of the sommer
st Mackinaw. The traders of Green Bay mostly married, afier
the Indien manner, women of the Menomonee tribe, there being
no white women in the evuntry. I saw ab thiz time but one
woman in the settlament that pretended to e white, and she had

“Bo far 45 MT. Juneai's nams jA soncernad, this needs a alight correc-
thon, ‘Traders were &t Milwanlas as early as 178%; and, about 1818,
Tacquaes Veztz, who had besn pregedsd by ome Tofrombeolse apnd J B
Heanblan, commenesd winterlng thars ax g trader, and 1t was oot Il
1815, ¥hat Solsmen Jupsan went thars srecfed a parmanent dwsling,
end on the 14th of September In that Fear bacame the Arst detual sattdar
of the place. Ses o W, L, Martio's Historical Address before tha Wia.
Hint, Bocdaty, and vol. T, pp. 36, 184, of the Socistr'as follectiong, In o for-
msr note, refsranca wes had to (he remots Wiasousin settlement, puch s4
it was wt Lo Polnbe, Tews Huparior. L, D
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accidentally been brouwght there st an esrly day, but ber history,
howerer, I do not now recollest. There were at Green: Bay some
forty or fifty Canadians of French extraction who prefemded to
eultivate the s0il; but they wers generslly old worn out vewe-
geurs or boatmen, who having become unfit for the hardshiys of
the Indian trade, had taken wives, gemerally of the Menomonee
tribe, and settled down om a piese of land. As the land did not eost
snything, all they hed to do was, o takta ap a piece not
claimed by any other person, and fence and coitivate it.  But
they had generally been so long in the Indian trade that they had,
10 & premb extemt, lost the litte Imowledge they had acyuired of
farming in Clanada so that they were poor cultivaiors of the spil,
although they raised considersble wheet, barley, peas, &2 Green
Bay was at that tima a part of the territory of Indians, of which
the seat of government was at Vincennes, which was also the
wunty town of the eonnty to which Green Bay was attached--
between fonr and five hundred miles distant by the tedions and
virenitons route of that day.

Thera was an old Frenchman at Green Bay of the name of
Cherles Raanme, who conld read and write a little, that acted as
Justice of the Peace.  He had been commissioned mnder George
II1, when Great Britain held jurisdietion over the counfry, and
after it wag given up to the American Government end attached
to Indisne, he had been commisaioned by Governor Harrisen,*
wnd heing thus doubly armed with commiseions, he acted under
either, 85 he found most convenient. The lsws under which he
acted were thoae of Parist and the customs of the Indian traders
of Green Bay. He wea very arbitrary in his dedsions.

The county seat was so distant and diffienlt of acress, that if &

*Batore Judge Lockwonds narradve came to kand, Col Ebenezer
Childs, who knéw Joudge Reanme wall, informed The writer of thie note,
thei Reavme received hie commlealon ax Justice from Gov, Harrlson, of
Indlana Territory, which was probably wot long afier the organization
f that Tarritory im 1807, frem which I 18313, Gen, Harrizon comtioued
unioterruptedly ite Govarnor. L. C. Dn

. 1Tha code Contume & Paris, the law of Franes, which governsd Chn-
ada, and all the territory of the North Weat while under the Frepch do-

minion, L. C.Dn
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person. felt bimself apgrieved, he preferred suffering injostice to
going to the expense of an appesl; so that practically, Resnmes
conrt waa the Bupreme Conrt of the ecountry.  He took care not
to decida against any of the traders who were able to bear the ex-
pense of an appeal; in fact thé treders made vse of him i hold
their men in subjection, but nerer submitied te bire apy diffienlty
between: themrelves.  Theso ware left to the arbitration: of other
treders. 1t was said of him, that a bottle of spirits waa the Teat
witness that aould be imtroduced into his court, and that after the
devigion of & case, the losing party producing the above witness,
had been granted A new trial or re-hearing, and g reversal of the
former deninion obtained. For misdemeansr ha sentenced the eul-
prit to labor a certein number of days on his farm, or cut and split
4 certain number of raile for him. 1 have read the narrative of
JTames W, Biddle, of Pittebargh, whom I kpew at the time, and
the anecdotes related by him of fudge Besume were current st
that day, together with many others that would net lock well in
print.

- During my stey at Green Bay waiting the arrival of my em-
Plorers, ona of their “engamees” or boatmen had left their employ
and engaged himself fo o American concerned in suttling for the
troops, and I went to Judge Reanme, stating the ceee to him,
nsked him what the law was ou that subject, and what oould be
donz, He answered me in hiz brokeny Moglish: “FH—make—
do—mat—go—--back-—fo—his—dutdy.” “But,” I spein asked,
‘ghipt is the law on the subject ¥’ Ha answersd, “de—law—ix
—FU—make—de—mon—go—buek—lo—le—dudy.” 1 reiter-
sled my inquiry, “Tudge Reaume, is there no law on the sulject ™
He replied with a feeling of conscious dignity, “We—uwe
=-acoustomed—{o—make—de-—men—go—bock—{o—their—bour
geots.”  Finding Judge Resume had oo law exeept his own pre-
colents and the matoms of Green Bay, and mot believing that
Amaricar eitizens wonld submit fo, and obey the proemse of his
old jacledmife, or the enstoms of the Green Bay Tndian traders,
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I conelnded to leave the matter until the arrival of my employers,
and let them procsed before Judge Rewume, if thay thought
proper.*

The Indian trade earried on ai that day for the Wississippi and
Mieaonri and their tributaries was from Madkinaw., Until 1816,
goods eame mostly from Bontreal, in battesur or camoes, mostly
by the Madduaw, ot its sucesseor, the Sonth West Company, or
by scane private traders.  But early In 1815, Mr. Astor purchased
out the interest of the Sonth West Company st Mackinaw and its
dependencies, and in Angest, of thet year, Remsay Crocks, as
already mentioned, went to Mackinaw as agent for Mr. Agor, to
complete the arrengements. In the spring of 1818, the poods of
the American For Company were imporied to New York and
thenea bronght hy way of the Lakes fo Mackinaw. Dwring

0f Jodge Reaume, wa have learned some additlenal faets from Ehom.
Aolomoe Juneau, and with raference to hils death and burdal, from P
Grignou, through Hen, H 8. Baird, and aleo from Colr B, Ghilds. He
was boro aboul the Fear 1762, et La FPrakris, nearly oppoeite Montreal,
of 5 prominent and respectabls family. Ar mentlonsd b & neds to the
1ot vol, of the Wis. Hizt. S0 Jolly, wo early fnd Lim et Detrpli, and
in the servies of the Britlsh Indian department, ae a captaln, and was
among the priscoers taken by the gallant Col. George Bogers Clark at
the capturs of Viocenoes, in Febroary, 1779, &od iaking tbs oath of
neuirality, wag permitied to retmrn to Detroit. Im 1790, ha settled at
Green Bay, and appears o have bBeen, In a smoall wey, sand o part of the
Hme, engaged in the [ndlan trade. His fHred commiselos of Jostlos of the
Peace be probably derived froan the British aothorities at Detrolt, Lee
fors the surrender of that post {o the American government in 1786, and
he mbaegquant]ly recaived a almilar commiasion from Gov. Harriana of the
Indiana Tareitoryr. In 1816 and '17, he made his home with John Laws
at Grgen Bey; and, in 1318, hes waz appointed by Gov, Case of Michigan
Tarritpry, ons af the Aseccdate Juetices of tha court for Brown coontr,
and the games year, he removed to Littla Kankalin, ehout tsn miles abive
{(3reem Bay, and thera gold llquor to the Todians, not unirequently driok-
ing fraely with them, and eharing Io thelr frars, az well ag 1o blackened
eves and brypises. There he died alone, in the spring of 1582, lor be was
toand desdl in hig cablu. He wigs abomt sevetily vears of age. HIE friends
pt Cwreen Bay had his remalps conveyed thers, and baoried in tha oid
Catholic burial plece, which was lp the preseni plat of Astor; bnt the
boudlex fnesremd there were pubseguantly removad to the preeent burFing
groond. Mo tablet merke ble grave. He 4ea nevar marrisd.

In this voiume and s predecesaor, gevoral apscdotzs (llvetrating Jodes
Eraume's primdtive mode of adminleiering Justice, have been given; io
which we add the following from the ioterésting work of Mra Einzie:
“There was an old Frenchman At “the Bar, nemed Reaanms, stessslvelr
izmorant and prasping, althomgh otherwise tolarably good-natured. Thls
man wi3 appointed Jesties of the Feacs. Two men onca appeared belore
him, the one aa plaintiff, the other aa defendsnt. Tha Justice Hstened
patiently te the complaint of the one, and the dafense of the other; than
Tiging, with dignity, he prooomnced his deslsiom: ‘Tou are both wrong.
‘Fouz, Bolevort” to the plalnti®, “Fon bring me ¢ue load of hey; and Fou,
Crely, to the dsfsndant, ‘vou belng me one load of wood; and wow the
wattae 10 eetbled! Tt doen oot appear that soy exceptions were talen 1o



108 Wisconsin Historical Collections (vl i

that spring, several Montreal traders arriving st Mackinaw with
Indisn goods, probably not awara of the law of Crongress prokib-
jting British snbiects from trading within the American tarritories,
now took advantage of the order of the Secretary of the Trewsury,
and sent their goods into the Indian country, undsr the nominal
diveotion of 2 hired American clerk, o whom the goods wers
invoiced, and who took the licemse in his name and pave proper
bonds with seeurity to the traders who owned them, who wend
along, catensibly as interpreters, until the hoat passed all the Ameyr-
imn, forts end agencies, when they sssumed the ownership, snd
proceeded 29 wsual in their business—thess clorks’ bonda were
coneidered a9 p meve formality to evada the law, and were worth
&0 much brown paper; snd uo mere,

In the spring of 1817, the American Fur Qompany brought a
large pumber of Amerisan elerke from Montreal and tha Tnited
States, some of whom made good Indian traders and are pst in
the country, bot pearly onehalf of them were found not qualified
for the business, and in the following spring many of them wers
digcharged from Mackinaw, which was then the grand depot of
the Tudiam frade.

The American Fur Company, as Lad e the practics of the
Maskinaw and South West companies, made their outfits to Lake
Superior, to the Mississippd, the head of 3% Peters, and the Mis-
souri. The hoats for the Mississippi and Misaouri trade passed
through the north end of Lake Michigan from Mackinaw, themca
through Green Bay to the settlememt of that name: themoa up
ths Fox iver to the Little Karnkalin, where they,made a portage
of about three-fourths of a mile.  Avgustin Grignon had & trading
hiouse at this point, and kept teams to transport the soods and
fors (the men taking the boats empty np or down the rapids, as
the case might be}, for which he charped abont tiventy sents per
100 pounds,  The boats then proceeded to Grand Chute, where
the men made sncther portage of the goods or furs, and passed
tha hoat over the Grand Chute erapty.  Thenca thay proessded
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t2 the rapids at the lower end of Winpebago Lake, where they
usnally mads half loads over the rapids into the laka Thenco
they promeded npward to where the Foxr River emters tha lake,
thencs up Fox River through Puckawa Lake, and Lac de Beuf,
or Buffaly Lake, and some smaller lakes to the Portage of Wiscon-
sin, whers a rman by the neme of Roy resided, who kept teams
and havled goods, furs and hoats acress the Portape of one and
one-fourth miles from the Fox to the Wiseonsin River, for which he
charged forty cents per 100 pounds, and ten dollars for ench boat.

The boats them went dowm the Wisoonsin to its mouth, and
thenes up the Mississippi about three miles to Prairie du Chien;
the traders of the Lower Mimsissippi and Missouri never poing
down without a short stop 2t Prairie du Chien, where ther fener
ally spent some days in econviwiality, dinners, dancing, &e. Tra-
. dition saye that many years since, when there wers many wintar-
ing traders in hath the Upper and Lower hlississippd, it was the
enstomt of every trader visiting Prairie du Chier, to leave in store a
ke of cight or nine gallons of good wine for convivial purposes
when they should again meet in the spring, on which occasions they
would have great dinner parties, and, ss is the English custom,
drink lergely. But when I rame inte the country, thers were but
fow of tha old traders yemaining, and the storing of wine at Prai-
rie dn Chien had become sloost obsclete, although the tradare
were then ‘well supplied with wine, and that of the best kind, of
which they made very free mse. It wes then thought that a clerk
in charge of an outfit mnst have hia ker of wine, but after the
Ameriesn Fur Company got fairly initiated into the trade, they
aboliehed the eustorn of fornishing their elerks with this luxury at
the expense of the ontfit. As I have already eaid, the Indian
trade of the Missiseippi and Missouri and their tributaries was
earried on from Mackinew as the grand depot of the trade of the
North-Weot. '

The traders and their clerks were then the aristocracy of the
eountry; and to & Yankee at first sight, presented a singular state
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of spctety. To see gentlemen seledting wives of the nui-brown
‘natives, and reising children of mixed blood, the traders and
clerks living in a8 mueh lwoary as the resourees of the conntry
would admit, and the engagees or hostmen living wpon scup made
of hulled rorw with bsrely tallow enough to season it, dewsid of
salt, unless they purchasad it therseelves ab a high price—all this
t0 an American wees a8 novel mode of living, and appearsd to be
hard fare: but to & person acquainted with tha habita of life of
tha Canpdian pessantry, it would not look e moch out of the way,
a1 they live moatly on pea seup, sessoned with a piese of pork
boiled down to grease; seldom eating potk exeept in tha form of
grease that seasons their spup.  With this sonp, and a piecs of
coarse bread, their meals were made; hence the charge from pea
sonp to corn ia mot #0 great, or the fare much worse than that
which they had heem aceustomed 6o, as the eorn is more spbetan-
Hal thar peas, not being so flatulent. These men emgaged in
Cenade gemermlly for five years for Mackingw and ite dependen-
cles, wwansferable like cattle o any one who wanted them, at pen.
erally about 500 livres o year, or in cur curreney, shont $23.33;
furnighed with 5 yearly equipment or cutfit of two cotton. shirts,
ona three point or triangular blankst, o portege collar, and ome
pair of beef shooes: being obliged, in the Indian couniry, o por
chaes their mocensins, tobeees, pipes, and other pecessaries, at
the priee the treder saw fif to charge for them. Generally at the
end of five years, thava poor veyagewrs were in debt from fifty to
one hundred and fifty dollars, and could oot lesve the conntry
until they had paid their indebtsdness; and the policy of the
traders was, to keep as many of thert in the countty a5 they oould ;
and fa this end they allowed and eneouraged their sngagess to get
in debt during the five years, which of neccesity required them
to remadin,

These new hands were by the old veyegewrs ealled in derision,
mangeurs de lird-— pork-eaters—aa on leaving Montreal, and on
the rente to Mackinaw, they were fed on pork, hard bread, and
pea-soup while the old voyageurs in the Indian spuntry ate eorn-
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soup, and sach other food a3 eould comvenmiently be procwred.®
These mangettrs de Iord were brought at eonsiderable expense and
tronbla from Mentreal and ofther parts of Canada, frequently desart
ing sfter ther had received some advence in meoey and their
equipment. Hence it was the object of the freders to keep as
many of the old rogageurs In the country ae they could, and they
generally permitted the moengeurs de lard to got largely in debt,
a8 they wonld mot leawe the country amd get beek into Canada,
except by the return boats or emnoes which brought the goods,
and they would not take them hack if they were in debt any-
where in the conniry, which eould he easily seeertained from the
traders at Bleckingw. DBut if a men was prudent enongh to eave
his wweges, he could obtain passage, ss he was not longer wanted
'in the country.

The engagementa of the men at Moniresl were made in the
strongest langmage ; they bound themselres not to leave the dufies
aszigned them: by their employers or aseigns either by day or night
under the penalty of forfeiting their wages; to take charge of and
safely keep the property put into their trust, and to give notice of
eny portending evil against their employers or their interests that
should come to their knowledge. Tt was the practics of the fra-
ders, when anything was stolen from the goods during the voyage,
whether on the beut or an shore, to cherge the hoat's erew with
8 good round price for it, and if anything pot indispensable wes
asridentailr left on shore at the eneampment, they did not retars
for it, but charged it to the erew, aa it was understood to be their
duty, not the employer's, to see thai every thing was on board tha
boat, These people in the Indian country became inured to great
hzrdships and privatious, and prided themselves upon the distance
they conld travel per day, sud the small gquantity of provisions
they could subeist on while traveling, and the number of days
they comld go without food. They are very easily governed by

*The arparienced popagetrs are called kiserngns or tbinterers, acoord-
Ing to Hoelling’s work on the North-West. L I
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a person whe understands something of their nature and dispost-
tien, ot their bawrgeciz or employer muet e what they asonsider g
gentleman, (v superior tv thernzelves, ap they never feel much
respect for & man who has, from an engoges, risen to the rank of a
alerk.

Tha traders in this country, st the time I came into it, were 2
gnpnler compound ; thew were honest as far ss they pave their
word of honor to be relied upon; mnd, in their business transae-
tiona between themselves, seldem gave or took notse for balances
or assumptions. If rarely happened that one of them was found
who did not fulfll hi= promises; but when trading in the Indian
country, any sdvantage that could be teken of each other in g
trananction, was not only eonsidered lawful—sanch an trading each
other's credit—but an indication of tact and clevernsses in busi-
ness.  T'wo tradere having spent the winter in the same neighbor-
hood, and thus taken every advantage they esald of esch other,
world meet in the spring st Praivie du Chien, and amicably aettle
all diffienltiss over 5 glass of wine.

There was not, at the time I eame te Praivie du Chien, aoy
Indian avm raised there, The traders for the Tpper Missisippi,
had to send down, for their corn which they used, to the Saunks
end the Fomes at Kook Taland, and trade with them for #. It iz
belisved that the first field of eorn raised at Praivie du Chien was
by Thomas MoXNair, sn Aweriesn, who had movried & French girl
and gettled down to farming.

The farmers of Prairie du Chien appes.md to be a more thrifiy
and industrions people than those of Green Bay; they raised a
large quaniity of emall grain, such as wheat, barley, oats, peas
and also some potatres and onions. Fvery two or three farmers
vnited and had e horse douring-mill—the stonss being ent from
the granite rook found in the coumtry. There they ground their
wheat, and sifted tha flour by hand. The surplve flour wazeddd 4o
the Indian tradere for goods, or exehanged with the Indizns for ven-
isom, dueks, and geese, or dressed deer-sking, as there was 10 money
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in circnlation in the eountry. Any purchsse made was payable
in goods from the traders or flour from, the inhabitanfs.

The manner in whicl the traders dealt with the farmers was
this; to let the farmer =e his price on anything thet he hsd to
sell, without grumbling or saying anything about its heing high,
s it was payable in goods; the trader charging his price for the
goods—so each party got all he asked, end peither had causs for
conplaint, but of eourse the trader was net the loser by the
transaction, Mr. Misheel Brisbols telated te me a transaction
which took place between himself and a farmer by the pame of
Piorre Lariviere  This Lariviere was ambiticus to pass with
his neighbors for the best farmer in the country, and went to Mir.
Brishoie to see what he was paying for flour, whish T think was
then six dollars per 100 lbe; but Leriviere desirous of the oppor-
tupity of hoasting to his neighbom that he had gotten more for
his flonr than they did, expressed a wish that Mr. Brisbods would
pay him more thar the market valne for his flonr, which M.
Briskois told himv ha eould not do.  “Oh,” said Mr. Lari-
viers, “wvou ean make it up by charging more for the goods with
which you pay me;” and so they oloeed the bargain, not to M.
Brichois Toss. The prics compered somewhat like thia: When
flour was worth 38.00 per 100 lba, hysin or young hyson tea
was worth $8.00 per pound; if flour was worth only $6.00, tea
would remain the same price, when the farmer got $8.00 per bushel
for oniope, rud H1.00 per dozen for eggs, he paid the above price
for ten. The women of Prairie du Chien, mostly danghters of
the Indian traders, had been reised in the habit of drinking s
qraat deal of ten in the Indian country, where other beverage for
ahildren conld not be prooursd, and it thue became from long
habit with them almost a necessary of life, und they wounld malke
any sacrifiee to obtein their favorite boveraga When epgs were
worth $1.00 per dozen, rosin soap wes worth $1.00 per pound, and
ealico that at this date, would be sold at Prairie du Chien from 26
w 25 ots. por yard, was then sold at $2.00 per yurd; clay pipes at

g
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40 ots, egsh, and common tobaeee at abont $2.00 per pound. o
mueh flenr was made at Prairie du Chien at this time, that in
1820 Joseph Rolette comtracted with the Government for supply-
ing the two eompanies of troops at Fort Crawford with it, they
preferring the coarse flour of the Prairie which was svweet, to the
fine Aowr trapspertad in keel-boats in the long vovage from Pitte
burgh, which wonld be sour on its arrival

Praivie du Chien is generelly spoken of as an old settled town
It is true thet the Indians inhabited it many years sinos; and
shout the year 1737 the French established & trading post thers,
and Inilt 5 stockada around their buildings to protect themn from.
the Indiane, and from that day until a few years zinee it continued
to bo & trading snd military pest, and ooeesionslly & worn out
goyageur got married, and settled down on & piece of land. But
what adventare: were these old trading posts to the seitlement
and development of the conmtry—such as Detroit, Heskaelda,
Oaholde, Vincennes, 3t. Lonia and 8t. Charleat All these plases
remained stationary for many years, until the Americans emi-
grated to them, end took hold of them with their enterprise, when
they at onee improved, and most of them bocarns places of business
and importence,

Indisn traders, as a olaes, possess no enferprise, at least none
thet is of eny sdveantage to the settlement and improvement of
& souniry, They are enterprising in geing into the vnexploved
Iodian couniry to traffic, and collect furs and peltries; but T havs
never seem A WAR who made money in the Indian trade, apply it
to the ordinary improvernents that foster and enconrsge the growth
of 8 conntry—ther have made money in a cortain routing of busi-
mess, with which they are acquainted, and fear to invest i in some
ofher business with whioch they are not famliar. Such has been
the sase with Prairie du Chien, so lomg noted as s trading post and
gaTTiZ0N,

The land abont Preirie du Chien was not purchased from the
Indizne; spd none surveyed, exoept the private claims on the



1816-19] Lockwood’s Narrative 114

Prairie, for many years after tha Government took powsession of
it ag n military post. There wers not, until 1535, any Americans
that emigrated to the Prairie for settlement ; and even them, s the
country about waa not in market, very fow cams

In the winter of 151518, Tllineis wie admitied as a State into
the Unicn, and ell thai part of the country formerly belomging to
tha territories of Indiana and Nlincis wae attachad to Michigan,
then 1mder the governorship of (Gem. Lewris Cuss.  Inm the spring
of 1813, he set off the county of Brown, ineluding all the country
Eust of a North and South ling runping throogh the Fortage of
Wisoonsin to the Illincis ling; and at the zame time, set off tha
county of Crawford, ineluding alt the country West and South of
the aforesaid line to the Misscuri line, ineloding what is now the
State of Ioswra and Territory of Minnesots.

Governor Case sent blank commissiong for the different officers
of the aoumtisa to be filled np by the inhabitants. Theee had
been sent by Lient. Col. Leavenworth, then on his way, with the
Fifth Regiment of T, 8. Infantry, to socupy Forts Oraveford and
Armetrong, and 1o boild a fort at the mouth of 5t Peters. Nich-
clas Boilrin, Eeq., was appointed to administer tha oath to the
officers of COrawford county. Two companiss of the regiment
were sent to Fort Armstrong, Rock Ieland, umder eommand of
Birevat Major Maatin, and two companies to Fort Crrawford under
Major Muhlenberg. Shortly after receiving the blank commis-
giong, the principel inhabitants asserablad at the hovse of Nicholas
Boilvin, Esg, and then the diffiulty was to find persons
sufficiently acquainted with the lusiness to fill the offices and per-
form the dvties. Finally John W. Johnson, the T. & fastor, was
selocted ag the Chief Justice of the County Court. 1 was solicdted
te toke the office of Associate Juosties, or Judge of Probate,
but heing them young, and appesring much younger than T really
was, and knowing verr little sbout the proceedings of avurts, and
thinking that I had neither the practice nor dignity to hold &
judicial offies, and that I shonld probably make myself ridienious,
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I deslined either of tha judpeships, but amepted the office of Justice
 of the Pagee. T had not them decided to xwake Prairie du Chien
my futnre home, having hitherto spent my winters near the head
of 8t Peter’s River, in the Indian trada; tut in the fall of 1818
T tock up my permanent residence st Praine du Chien,

John 3. Johnson was & wman of pood sense and judgment, but
had from guite & young man held the appointment of 1. 3. factor,
snd resided in the Tndian couniry where e could obisin but little
Inowledge of the proceedings of sourts or the ordinary transas
tiops of civilized life. The comomissions of Assocfate Justices
were filled up with, the names of Michael Brisbois® and Francis
Eouthillier, both, of whom from boyhood bad heem in the Indian
eomntry and had very little opportunity of witneesing procesdings
ot oomrts. Wilfred Owens was . appointed Judge of Probate,
and Midiolas Bailvin and John W. Johpeon and myself Justices
of the Pesce; Jobn 8, Findley clerk of the Court; John F. Gates
Register of Probate, which alsy ineluded the resording of deeds,
and Thomas MelNair was appointed Sheriff. It should be remem-
bered, that ell these officers hod to emter upon the duties of their
severe] offiees without forms fo refer to or presedents of procesd-
inpe, and it esm asbonish no persom that the Tecsrds of that day
are without mueh form.  Such was the organization of the eounty
of Cravford, and 1 thick that the masterials in Proewn were not
rioeh hetter, althongh several Americans by that time had seitled
at Green Bay.

At the session of Congress of 151820, an nct wea passed to
talo testimony relutive to the private land claima st Sexlt Bt
Marys, Mackinaw, Green Bay snd Prairie du Chien, that wers
Teserved to subjecta of the Britizh government nnder Jay’s Treaty;
and in the fall of 1820, commissioners were dispatched to the
different places to take testimony. A Mr. Tee came to Pruirie
du Chien. The moet of those claims at Prairie du Chien wers

*Immtsad of Mr. Brichols, Hem. M. L, Martln, in the appendir t¢ hia
address before the Historieal Soclety, glvee tha name of Michalas Bollvin,
L G D
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found to come under Jay's Treaty, but thers were several that
wanted & year or more of coming under it These facts being
repurted to Congress, they at e subsequent session passed an sof
giving to every setiler who was in possession of land at the date of
the declaration of war in 1812 against Great Britain, and whe had
eontinued to snbmit to the laws of the T. ., the lands he elaimed.
1t in a matter of history, that the British took Mackinew and sub-
jeetsd its dependencies to their government, including all the sfore-
naraed places, and the most part of thass slaimants wera igrorant
Canadians and eupposed themselves British subjects, not aware
that if they did not within a year choose, ss stipulated in the
treaty, fo continne British subjests they became Ameriean oiti-
zena; and whan the Bridsh government took military possesaion
of the country during the war of 1812-15, the military officers
m eommand considered them as British subjects, and ordersd
them to do military duty as militia. They wers a oconguered peo-
ple, and feeling that they owed no allegiance to the nifed States,
took up arms in obedienrs to the ovders of the British officers.
There were some among them intelligent enough to koow thein
position, but had they claimed to be American citizens apd 1o
fused to take up arms, surrounded as they wera by heatile Indizns,
they wonld mot have been safo—ecpecially a3 the British
officers did not believe in & Pritish snbject expatriating hmself,
and of conrse there was no lew of tha United States in the conc
quered country to sabmit to, Notwithstanding all theee cireum-
stanees being kmown to the officers of the anny stationed at Sault
3t Marys under Major Cutler, they got up & remonstranes to the
Goreroment, representing thess peeple 28 iraifors; in eonsequenca
of which the patenis were delayed, to the great snnoyance and
sometimes fa the great injury of the elaimants.

SBometime in the year 1820,% Wilfred Owens of Prairie do
Chien, then connseted in bmsiness with the lats Gov. MeNauir, of

*1t was in 15818, Congtant 4. Andrews, who appears 14 hatve heen frem
Pennaylvinip mnd was ntereated In the Carver clalm, wrote from Prafrie
du Chian, Feh, 1, 12149, to Rev. Dr, Bamusl Peteyx'-—"T am now building
& saw-mill in company with Batelle, on Tellow Efver, under & permission
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Missouzi, fuxnished the capital, snd associated with fwo other
men by the name of Andrews and Dixem, built a saw-mill oo
Black River, and commenced sawing lumber; but befors they
hed dene mush business the mill was burned, supposed to have
been set on fira by the Winnebagoes, who had then lately taken
possession of that comntry, and olaimed it es their owp. The mall
was not rebmilt, owing to the declarsd bosfility of the Winne
bagyes to it

Tn the year 1820—21, the eountry avthorities of Crawford erected
a jail i the old village of Frairie du Chien in the rear of villaga
lot Wo. 17 of that +illage, made of hevm oale loge of about one
foot square; the house was abat 25 by 18 feet, and divided by the
same ldnd of loge into a debtors’ and eriminals’ apartments.™

Thersis a traet of land nearly oppoaite the old village of Prairis
du Chien in Iowa, which wes granted by the Spanish Lieut.
Govarnor of Louisiamna to one Bazil Girand, and running
throueh it, wsd a smnall siream or brook wsnally ealled Girard’s
Creak; but, in 1234, the commandant of Fort Crawford had
a party of mean detailed to cultivate 2 publie parden on the
old farm of Ghrard, on said creek, and Martin Seott, them =2
Lientenant of the ffth infantry, and staticmed at Fort Crawford,
was directed fo superintend the party. Fomd of shooting, and a
great shot generally, he took his dogs and gum every morning, got
inte his little hunting esnoe, and spent the day in shooting wood-
obtelned from the commending oflcer. " # * Por my own part, I eppre
bood oo difficulty, {f you chialn permdssion from the Secretary of War,
angd ezn make them [the Indlame] some pregemin®™ Oo the 1ML Nor,
1810, Mr. Andrews writés fo Dr. Peters, from “'Falls Black River: Oz
the 23 day of Novamber I set a eaw-maill a running, oot muoh inferfor to
any In the Untied States. ® *= * Tha mill 18 aboot thirty or forty miles
eost of Lalke Pepln. The Bloux wery willivgly zave ne permission to
come here. Thers wers sdven chlefa in council—Lefor not there: the
seven gave 18 Ove yaars; Lelor came back after, and gave it forever. T
atn, vory mach pleszed with my pitustion. I wes oblizad, oo eccount of
frem, to go to the Prelvle once, bai waz overioved oo my arrival back,
and now fesret to leave alght of the mffl. * * * Hare [ am happy

to Hve—hers T am willlng to dle” Ses Am. Stato Papers, Public Lande,
IV, p 22 L& n

* A1 thls o1 log Jall, o sergealit of the fivat reglment of U 5 Infantry
wag hung. In IEZE. for ghootlng Lieut MeHineia of the same rogiment:
aod jo 1938 or 1834, a goldler of that regiment was exrscoted there for
shooting Jergesnt Cofim lo the new Fort Crawford. The old jll wae
borot 1o 1534, L. H. L
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cooks which were plenty in the marshes sbont there, and retmm-
ing in the evening would toast of the number that kad blad that
dey. After a while he gave the creck the name of Eloody EBun,
which name it still bears. The name generslly suggests to
strangers the ides of some bloody bactle kaving been: fought
there, and I have heen frequently questisned as to the tradition
relative to it, and a few yesrs sinee the editor of ouwr willage
papor had somewhers picked up the seme romantis idea, and
yublishad & long traditionary aceoynt of & bloody battle pretanded
to have heen fought there years sgo. But the creek is indebled
for its name to the bunting exploita of Major Martiz: Scott, when
a lientenant, and stationed at Fort Crawiord. ¥

On the 18th of September, 1816, I arrived at Prairie da Chien,
a traders’ village of between twenty-five and thirty houses, situated
on the hanks of the Mississippl, on what, in high water, is an
island. The houses were built by planiing posts upright in the
ground with grooves in them, so thet the sides could be filled in
with split timber or round poles, and then plestered over with
alay, and whitewashed with & white sarth found in the vicnity,
and then eovered with bark, or clap-boards riven from ogk.

This village, row ealled the old village of Praivie du Clhien,
was designated by Lyons az the main village, 22 it was so ah the
time he surrayed the private land aaims of Prairis du Chien.—
Tradition says the plaee took its name from an Indian Chief of the
Yoz tribe by the name of Chien, or Dog, whe had a village pome-
whers on the Prairvie near where Fort Crawford now stands.—
Chien or Dag iz a faverite nime among the Indians of the Nerth-
West.

*Boott, at thia dats, wae A Youny man and had heen hol a faw yeam o
the army. Hs woas a native of Bennlngton, Vermont, and was adocuted
at Ward Point. In his youth, hie was famous among the sharp-shoeotery of
ths Green Mountaine, hever ghomting game In the bodry, b, 2t whoteper
helght or dimence, always sirikiog the head. Ha would drive a nell (ot
a board part way with a bammer, and then, tking the farthest distance
at which hiz eve comld distinctly see ft, driva it fAoms with hia nasrring
bullet. He served with distinetion in the Mesdean wag ander Gen, Aeott,
and &t nearly the cloge of that brilliant campalgn, Brevet Lisut Col
Martin Srott was killed &t the panguinary haftle of Moline dal Rey,
gept. 8th, 1%4%. He had gean much hard ssrvics, and always conductad
hitngeff with greset akill, ceation and intrepidity. and wee respectad and

beleved for hle imtegrity of chavicter, and for his grest kindoess and
benavolence of heart L. D
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There werg on. the Praitie about forty farms cultivated along
under the bluffs where the =il was first mte, and enclmed. in one
commmon fleld, and the boundaries genemlly between them marked
. by = mad that efforded them: ingress and agress to their fialds; the
plantetions numning from the bluffs to the Mississippi, or to the
glongh of 5t Freole, and frem three to five srpents wide. The
ovmers Jid not geperally live imwediately on their famms, bt
clustered  together in 1ittla villages mear their froot, and
wora much the same description of inhabitants as thosa of Greem
Bay, exoupd that there were a number of families of Fronch ex-
traction, entively unmived with the naiives, who came from the
French villages of [llinoia. The farmers’ wives instead of haing
of the Indizn tribee about, were generally of the mized blood —
They were living in Arcadian singplicity, spending o great part of
their time in fishing, hunting, horse racing or trotting, or in dane-
ing and drinkiny. They had little or no ambition for progresa
and improvemenf, or in any way bettering their eondition, pro-
vided their necessities were supplied, and they could often ocollest
together and dance and frolie. With these wanis gratifid, they
wore perfectly satisfied to eontinue in the same roukine and habite
of their forefathers before them. They had no aristoorsey among
them: except the traders, who were regurded as 3 privileged class.

Tt ws said, that shout 1800 or 1810, & trader, an Trighman by
birth, of the nama of Camphell, was appointed by the T. 8 pov
ernment sub-Indian agent at Prairie du Chien, and by the Gov-
ermor of the Territory of Illinsis a Justios of the Pescee  The
emrenay of Frairie du Chien was at that time flopr, and Camp-
bell charged for celebrating the rites of matrimony 100 pounds
of flour, and for dissolving it 200 pounds, alleging that when pec-
pla wanied to get unmarried, they wonld willingly give double
what they wounld originally to form the matrimonial enpmection.

In spealeing of the eonrts of Justies of the conntry, and of their
county seats, Mt PBriabols releted {0 me, thet sometime previous
to the war of 1818, he and Mr. Camphell had a disputs abont a
heifer that wee worth st the thine pervhape eight dollars; and az
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sach believed it to be his property, they applied to the lawyer at
Cihokiz t assist them in finding out who was the real owner.—
The mode of traveling in those days was in a cance, mapned
with six or sight moen to paddle, and taking with thes some flour,
tea and sngmr for the bargeois; snd some hulled corn and deer
tatlow, enough to season the sonp for the men, depending npom
shaoting game by the way, or buving wild fowl or venison from
the Indians. The parties litigant were obliged to take their wit-
neases with them, paying themx for their time end expenses, from
their departure wuntil their retorn home. The parties were also
obliged. to take a tundle of beaver sking, and dispose of them at
&t Louis to pay the expenses of lawyers, &o; and the lawrers,
r3 veneal, wers disposed to oblige the parties by putting over the
caze from time to time, and the perties eontinued the suit in this
manner until it had eoat them gbout fiftesn hundred dollars each,
when they took it out of court and settled it.  Buot which retained
the heifer, if T ever heard, T do not now resollect.

The coutime de Pariz ao far prevailed in this eountry gener-
ally, that o part of the eeremony of marriege was tha entering
inte & eontract {n writing, sencrally giving, if no issue, the prop-
arky to the surviver; and if they desired to be divoreed, they
wont together lefore the magistrate and made knewn their wishes,
and he, in their preseucs, tore up the marriage contract and ae
cording to the costom of the eountry, they were then divorced. T
was once present at Judge Abbott’s st Macldnaw when a couple
presented themselves before him, end were divoreed in this man-
ner. When the laws of Michigan wers first introduveed at Praixie
dn Chien, it wae with diffieulty that the Justios of the Peace
eonld persnade {hems thst a written eontract wes not necessary,
and some of them believed that because the contract of marrisge
gava the property to the survivor, that they were not obliged to
pay the debts which the decessad owed at the time of his death.

There wes an jnstance of this at Praivie du Chiem. A man
by the name of Jean Murie Querie dit Lamonche, who bad been
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married by eontract, died without issue, leaving s widow, some
perscmal property and & good farm, but was indebted to Joseph
Bolette sbout $500 which his widow refused to pay, alleging
that the contract of musrriage gave her all the preperty; nor
eonld she be eonvineed to the eontrary, nutil I had brought a suit
ageinst ber and obtained a judgment.

When I arrived at Prairie du Chien, there were four eompanies
of riflemen wnder cornmand of Brevet Major Morgan, building
the old forty which was constructed by placing the walls of the
quarters and store houses on the lines, the highest outside, and
the slope of the roof descending withip the fort; with blodk-
houses at. two eorners, and large pickets at the ofhers, so as en-
firely to enclaes the fort. John W. Johnson, a gentlaman from
Mervland, was U. 3. Facter, with 3 ceriain M1, Belt as assistant
and bookkeeper, end John P. (iates ea interpreter.  Col. Alee
ander MeNair, late Governor of Missouri, had the sutiling of the
fort, snd his nephew, Thomas MelNsjr, and John L. Findley, wera
the elerks in bis employ, and had charge of the basineas.

There were then of the old traders residing at Prairie du Chien
Joseph TRolette, Michael Brishois, Francis Bomthillier and
Jewn Baptists Farribanlt, all Canadisns of French extraction,
exeept Francis Bontkillier who was from France, and Nicholas
Bailyin, who was Indian agent, and held the commission ¢f Jus
tias of the Peace under the government of Illincis Territory,
whenes he came.

At this time at Prairie de Chier the events of the war of 1512
in that quarter, were fresb in the minds of every one. I learnad
that in the epring or summer of 1814, the U. 5. Government sent
boats, made bullet yroof, under 2 Captain Yeiser, who was in
command of the boats, and a company of T. S troops, umder
Lient, Perkina, to take and retoin possession of Prairie du Chien.
Perkins built & =tockade on a large mound, on which Col, Dous-
men’s honse now stands, and Capt. Yeiser remained on heard the



1514] Lockwood’s Narradve 123

boata, where mast of the ammonition and provisions were stored, 83
there was no room for them within the stockade.

Soon after the breaking out of the war, when the Ameriosn
officers in parrison at Maekinaw, and the citizens of that plaoce
were veb ignorant of the commensament of hestilities, but appre-
hengive that war hiad been declared, some traders were despatched
to the old British post and setilement of St Josephs, on the east-
ern: shore of Lake Michigan, for intelligence. As none of the
treders returned, remaining sbeent =0 much longer than was
deemed necessary, it naturally enough exeited the suspicions of
the commanding officer and the principe] eitizens of Maclanaw.
Under the cireumstences, s couneil wes held, at which it vwas de-
termined that imwediate information muat be had from St
Josepla, and the queetion then was, who eould go thers and not be
suzpected of being a spry.  After locking around and finding none
qualified to go, the late Michael Dovsman, of Mackinaw, said thai
ke had an ontfit in Lake Superior that ought, by that time, to be
at Bt Josephs, and he thought that be could go there snd look
efter his property withont being suspested. Aesordingly he volb
unteersd his serviees, and late in the afterncon he laft Mackinaw
for 3t. Josephs in a comoe.  About derk, at Goose Island, fifteen
miles from Maskinaw, he met the British trooms on thelr way to
that placs, who took him prisoner, bt relezsed him on his parcle
that he would po back to Mackingw, and not give the garrison
eny information of what he bad seen, but esllzct the citizens to
gether at the old still-honse om the southern side of the island
where 2 puard would be immediately sent to protest them from
the Indisas. Thiz promise Mr. Dousman faithfully performed,
and was probably the cause of seving meny an innocent family
from being brutally murdered by the savages.  The Bridsh ar-
rived, plented their eavnon during the night, and in tha morning
sent in to the commending offficer 8 copy of the declaration of
waT, with g demand for him to sarrender, which he complied with.

The traders in. the British infereat, Tesorting to Madtinaw a3 the
Britich head-guarters of the North-West, learning of the Ameri-
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aan gceupetion of Prairie du Chien'in 1814 and anticipating, that
g loag ag this force should remain there, they would he sut off
from the trade of Prairie du Chien, its dependenmcies, and the
Siopx eauntry, at onee set on foot an expedition for the re-capturs
of that place. The British officera and traders accordingly fitted
out an expedition under the command of Col. MeKay, of the In-
dian department, an old trader; and under him ware, » sergeant
of artillery with a brass siz poundar, and three or fonr velunteer
eomypranies of the Canadian veyegeurs, commanded by traders snd
cfficerad by their clerks, all dressed in red ecats, with probably
one hundred Indiams officered by half-breeds® Having mada a
socret moaveh they arrived on the Prairia without being expested,
and made the best display of red eoats snd Indians thai they
eould. They made & formidable show, and the Awericans not
knowing of what materials they were composed, and supposing
that they were all British regulars, appesrsd to heve been panie-
strucle The eergeant lad brought his field pisce s well to hear
that he bit one of the boats, I balieve the one Yeiser was in
Thiring this time the troepe and Indiana led made a move towarda
the fort, but keeping ont of pun shof. Om: the boat being hif,
Capt. Yeiser had the cable eut, end swunp round down the river,
ordering the others to do the same, carrving with there the pro-
visions and ammmnition of the garrizon.  After the boata had gone,
Col. MaKay summoned the fort to surrender, and having neither
provigions nor ammunition they had no other alternative, and ac-
cordingly surrendered. The British tock and kept possession of
Praivie du Chien until peace, in 1813, thos opening tha Indian
trade to the traders at Mackinaw. The inhabitanta of Prairie dun
Chien being British subjects, were ordered inte eervice by the
British government to do duty in the gerrizon during the war
The British sergeant of artillery for hitting the keel-boat. was pro-
motad by his government.

O the persons spoken 'of as resident traders of Prairie du Chiex,

¥Thare were at loast » thorgend Indiana under Col. MeFEayr, as stated

In the accounta nf the tlme, and wot lass than thres pleces of light artli-
lery. L. . D,



1818) Lockwood's Narrative 125

Jmeph Rolette, in eonnecticn with the Indien trade, carried on
farming, after the fashion of ihe conntry, pretty extopsively.
Michael Brishois, hesides being & trader, carried on the business
of baking, and farming to some extent, reckiving of the inbabi-
tants 100 pomnds of four and giving in return tickets for fifty
Ioaves of bread, and these tickets made & convenient change to
buy trifies of the Indisna with. None of the inhebitants pre-
tended to make their own bread, but depended entively upon the
bake-heuse, Jean Baptiste Farribault did stanething in the line
of Indisn trade, and carried on a small farm, but soon after left
the Prairie to reside on the 5t Peters River.*

Amonp the other inhalitants of potoriety at that time, wes 2
Mrs. Menard, of mived Afmican and white blead.  She came
from. some ome of the French villages below, and was then mar-
ried to Charles Menazd, a Canadian of French exirsction. She
had besn married twice previously, first 0 & man by the name of
T Chovquetts, by whom she had two sons, one of whom was in
the employ of Mr. Astor in thst uwefortonate expedition of his
gent in 1830 by 2es and arross the eontinent to the mouth of the
Columbia River, now Oregon Territory. Her next husbund was
named Gagnier, by whom ghe had three sons and three danghters.
After Gagmier’s death she married Charles Mensrd, by whom
she had three =ons and two danghters. Sha was generally ealled
by the inhabitants Aunt Mary Aon, and was 4 parson of conse
quence among them, being midwife, and the only persom pre-
tending t0 a knowledge of the healing art Uniil 2 fort was
ereeted gt Praire do Chien, and s surpeon arrived therae with, the
troops, she was sent for by the sick, and attended them a3 regularly
23 a phyeician, and chavped fees therefor, giving them, as she ex-
pressed it, “‘device and yarb dtink” Bhe wes an exeellent nurse,
and sven after thers were regular surgeons of tha army stationed
at Fort Crawford, Mary Amn econtinued to practice among the in-

*Wo laarn from the Anoals of the Minnessta Histariea] Soclsty, that ax
nerly ss 12056, Farribault epcamped opposits Mendots, Mianesota, tradiar
with the I'mdlaps; and, in 1812, he formed one of (he comsituent mem-
bets of the Columbla Fur Company, of Minnasots. From the American

State Faperm, he appests to have remwvad o the 2t Petary, o 1518.—
LCD
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habitants. Whether they employed her becanse they had nwore
{aith in her skill, or because they could pay her with more ease,
ag gho took her pay ip the produce of the eountry, but was not
very modest in her charges, T cennct with cartainty ‘Etﬂtt; and
Froquently after the army physician had atftended 1 patient & long
time, who perhaps for want of good nuTSing eotld not e cored,
Mary Ane would take the patient home with her, and by the
fores of gOiOd. ];.m_ming and “j"aﬂ} drink™ IW'WI‘B him b Ilﬂﬂltl'l., B
that we frequently joked the physician sbout Mary Ann's supe-
rior ddll in the hesling art. There are af this time many of
her descendants vesiding at Prairvis du Chien, who arve generally as
industrious and orderly inhghitents as any others.
" Mr. Gamphell, of whom I have previously made mention ag
TIndisn Agent and Justics of the Peace, had pamed te his long
home before T eame to the country, and I fournd a Canadian of
French agtrastion by the nsme of Nicholas Boilvin elothed with
the dignified office of Shb-Agent and Juatice of the Paace.  He
had about the pama amount of edveation. as Judge Beavme of
Gresn Buy, mrevicnsly spoken of, and about the same idea of jus
fioa, and was nearly as arbitrary., Hia Inw libvary oconsisted of
g single voiuine of old statntes of the North Western. Territory,
tne of Ilinods, and. one of the Missouri Territory: but in desid-
ing cases he paid ne attention to the statute, but decided according
to his o ides of right and wrong. ®

* ol Bodivin's trie volumaa forresd probably the first lgw 1beary o
Wigeomafn, dxcept perbrpe Judps Ropome's elngle volume of Hlackgtons:
one of which 1z oow, by the courtesy of Yudge Lockwood among the ool
Jaotlone of the Wis, Hist. Soelety. Hs Adid uot probably coftsn conpult
them, if we way judge from his of-hand manner of admizietering jus
tice a3 related by M. Fingzle fn her Wau-Bus: “Col. Bollvin's offlos
wad fuel withoni the wallz of the fovt at Pradpla du Chitm, and it was
muich the faphion amogg the offlcers to lounge ja there of a morning, to
And apott for am $dle hoar, aod to teke & glasg of hrandy znd water with
the old gentlaman, which be callad taking a Httle ‘guslons-chose' A sol-
dier, named Fry, had been accused of steallng and kiling 8 call helvuging
1 M. Rolette, and the constehte, 3 bricklayer of the name of Beil, had
baan Jispatched to arrest the ctlprit mnd him 1o frial. While ihe
gentlemen ‘wers waking their custamary merning visit to the JTuetles, &
nofsa wes heard in the entry, and g knoek at the dosr.

‘Conte in,' ¢rled the old gentlemen rising and welkloy toward the door.

Bell—Hare, Blr, I haye hrought Pry 1o Yotl, 83 von ordered.

Fosfice—Fry, you graat ragcel! What for you k111 M. Reletts's calf?

Fry—1 4id nat kll] M. Rolette's ealf.

Jurtioe— (Shaking hla fist) You [is, you greaf raseal! Bell, take Rim

tr Jail Come eentlemen, come, 1ot 43 feke a foche quelgueshoss”
L. C. D.
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Clol. Alexander Me¥air of S Louis, had, a6 already mentioned,
for his clerks in the suitling business, his nephaw Thomas Me
Nadr, afterwards saptain of the milida, and Jobo L. Findley.—
But Themas MeXNair shortly afterwards married a dawghter of
Mr. Caniois, 2 respactable farmer of Fronch deseent, and Findley
married o Miss Hurtileese, 2 half-sister of Mrs. Reledte, and a
quarter ilood of the Sioux nation. Upon learning these transac-

“tions of Lis elerls, (ol Me¢Nair naturally concluded that they
were attending more to their own pleasure than te his matters,
and semi g man by the name of Wilfred Owens, 2 Kentuclian,
to whom he gave an interest in the business, and discharged Mo
Nair, afterwarde captain of the militia, and John L. Findley.—

MeNair went to farming.  Findley went to Mackivaw, snd
proonred, by the assimtance of My Rolette, &2 emall aseort-
ment of poods, snd attempted fo trade at Preirie du Chien; bot
a8 there was then no money in cirouletion, exeept what little eame
frome the fow troops stationed at the fort, and goods were then
salling very high at Mackinaw, he did not sucesed in business,
and before the close of the year turned over to Mr. Eolette hia
stock and assets towards the payment of the porchese, which was
made of Messs, Berthelotte and Holette

In the spring of 1817, a Eoman Catholic Priest from St Louis
called Pere Priere, visited Prairie du Chien. e was the first
thet bad been thers for many wyearz, sand perhaps since the setile-
ment, and orgenized the Roman Cathelie Ghureh, and disturbed
some of the domestic arrangements of the inhabitants. He found
saveral women who had left their husbends and were liting with
other men; these he made by the tervor of his chuzeh to retuxn
and ask parden of their husbands, and to be faken back by them,
which they of sourse eculd not refuse.

Brevet General Smythe, the Colonel of the Rifl= Regirent,
who came to Prairie du Chien to erect Fort Crawford in 1518,
had arrived in June, und selested the mound whera the stockade
had beem built, and the gromnd o front. to inolude the most thisk-
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Iy inhabitsd part of the village, The ground thus selected en-
groached upon the ancient burying ground of the Prairie, so thak
the inhabitants wers oblized to remove their dead to another
Place

During the winter of 1314 or early in the spring of 1817, Lieut.
(ol Talbot Chambers arrived at Fort Crawford, and aesumed the
eommmand, and the houges in the village being an obetruction to
the garrison, in the spring of 1817, he ordered those houses in front
and about the fori to be taken down by their ovwners, and removed
ts the lower end of the villege, whers he pretended to give them
lots. When Gen. Smythe first arrived at Prairie du Chien, he
arrested Michaed Brisbois them the moet prominent citizen of the
Prairie, and placed him under & pnard of soldiers for several
days, charging him with tresson, for having {aken vp arme against
the Tnited States.  After keeping him in duress for seversal
daya, ha wis 2ent on board of a boat under a guard to Bt Louis,
(en. Pmythe rafusing to lot Mre. Brishois send her busband a
packape of beaver to raise money in St Louis to pay his ex-
penses,  The gusrd took bim te 5t Lonis and landed hir op the
lovege, where they left him, not having delivered him over to the
eivil guthoritiag, or instituted any proceedings ageinat him, but
left him there without money or meang to return home. Buk M=
Brisboie wes kmown in St Lomis, at least by roputation, and
zeadily found friemds who esxisted him. to retnm bhome  Thuring
bia alsenos the sommandant, who T helievs was Lient Col. Ham-
iltom, ordered Mre. Brishois ond family out of her hense, and
took poesession of it in whith te epreed the contractor’s flour o
dry; and alsg took possession of My Brisheis’ baka-house, with
shout twa hundred esrds of dry oven wood, which was nsed by
tha commissery or contractor, for which agpressions and injuries
Mr. Brishois received no compensation.

Although in & time of peacs, and our Govermment had recsived
the oountre by tresty stipulation, the offieers of the army trented
the inhabitants as & eonquered people, and the commandants as-
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sumed all the antbority of govermors of & oconquered countiry,
arraigning and trying the citizens by courts-martial, and sentencing
thern to ignominions pmnishments. This was mors partiealarly
the case under the refgm of Ool. Chambers, who was o brave sol-
dier in the fleld, but 2 weak man and not qualified for & ermman-
dant, s he was generally governed by some favorite officer or
officers, who not being responsible for the ontrage ecommittad by
their muperior, would induce him te do aets to gratify their whinas
or prejudices.

Charles Menard, the husband of the notable Mary Amm, was
arresied, having besn charged with selling whigkey to the soldiera.
He was brought. about. five miles from his residence under & gnard,
tried by & conrt-martial, whipped, and with z boitle hung to his
neck, marched through the sireeis, with music playing the Rogue's
March sfter him. Menard protested that he had not seld lignor
to the soldiers, but that they hed asked him for it, and that he
refused to lot thew bave any, as he did not keep liguor for sala

And during Col. Chambers’ reign, for some allaged immoral con-
duet he banished Joseph Rolette to an island, about seven miles
above Prairie du Chien, where he obliged him to pass the winter,
but in the spring permitted him to return to the village to attend
to his businezs, as his outfits were coming in from the Indian
eonotry.

Mr, Brisbois informed me that he had resided in Prairie du
Chien about thirty yesars;® and there wes an old Scotchman by
the name of James Aird,f eonnected with the company by which
I was first smpleved in the Indian trade, who penerally wintered

* it Hrisgbels, fo 1820, save avidence befors Br. Tee, ths government
comnissioner, that he had beem thirtr-nlne yeers In the comntry, exd was

than sixfT Faara of age: and thia would zive the year 1751 a3 the wear of
his soming to Prafrie dn Chien. L. G b,

1 Mr. Afrd was from Mackioaw, and wae &4 worthy mman and anterpria-
iog treder. Hir fleld of operations waa malnly with tha Sloux or Dakotzs,
In what Iz now Iowa and Minnsasta On the rstarn of Lewlz and Clark'a
wxpedition in 1806, they met Mr. Alrd with two tradlng boats above the
Bizg Blouxr River, ¢m tke Mizgourl: and io thelr Journal they spesk of him
A8 "5 wais friendly and lberal gentleman™ In 1512, he had & trading
Dost at Mendota. L. D,
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among the Sionz Indiane, and had been s trader about. forty years.
There was also ansther et by the names of Duncan Grabam, who
had been engaged in the Indjan trade about the same length of
time, gnd waa captein in the British Indisn Elepartment during
the war, from whome I obtained considerable information of the
Indisn esnntry, and of the earlier days of Frairie du Chien.

Prairie du Chien was, at this time, an important post for Indian
trade, and was sonsidered by the Indians as nemirval ground, where
diffevent tribes, although at war might visit in safety ; but if hos-
tile, they had to bewara of being caught in the neighborhood,
going ot reterning Yol I never heard of any lhostile move-
ment on the Pratria after they had safely arrived.

The factorize which Jodm W, Johneon had charge of, were estal-
lished by sn act of Congress previous to the war of 1813, for
the humane purpose of preventing the British traders from extor-
ticns on the Indians, and of eonnteracting British influence over
therd, which they exereised through the traders. Buot wnfortu-
nately they had the contrary effeet, and through the bed manage-
ment of the traders, the Gorernment of the United States waa
made to appear eontemptibie in the syes of the Indigns. The idea
waz then prevalent in the U. 5., that the meet sleazy and cheap
goods were what the Indians wanted, whereas the blankeis fur
nished by tha British treders, although of eosrse wool, were thick
and aubstantial, and s wera the cloths and caliooes, while thoee
furpished by the Americane woere preatly inferior. It was many
Years before Mir. Astor, with all iz wealth and sagecity, sould ob-
tain in Fogland enitalle blankets and cloths for the Indian trade,
and also the proper gane.  There was, at that time, an Indian gun
mannfactored m England, cniled the Korth West gun, of simple,
plain and stromg econstruction, snd it was understopd that the
mnanuiseture of blankete, cloths and puns was 5o mneh wnder the
influence of the North West Fur Company, that an American
conid not woeore the genuine article, and henee the goods fur-
nished by the factors were all of aun inferior articls, exoept
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tobacen; and the British traders took esperial pains when they
happenad to have a poor article, to csll it Americen. They
bad beet furnished for many years with their tobacos from Al-
bany, en inferor article, made into carrota of from two to three
pounds; and when the American tohaceo in plugs, and of & toler-
able gnod quality, was introduced among them, they admitted that
it was the best.

When I first came to the sountry, it waz the practies of the old
traders and Interpreters to call any inferior article of zoods Amer
ican, and to speak to the Indians in & comtemptuons manner of the
Amerieans and their goeds, and the goods whick they brought infe
the eountry but ton generally warranted this reprosch. Bat
after Mr. Asbor had purchased out the South-West Company and
satablished the American Fur Company, he succesded in gefting
snitable kinds of goods for the Indians, exespt atb first the North-
West Indian gun. He attempled to intreduce an imitetion of
them, manufactured in Holland, but it did not gnossed, as the In-
diang soor defectad the difforence.

At that time there were generally eolleeted at Prairie du Chien
by the traders and T7. 8. factors, about three hundred packs of ons
hundred pounds each of furs and peliries, mestly fine furs.  Of the
different Indisn tribes that visited snd traded more or leos at
Praivie du Chien, there were the Mencomopeed from Green Bey,
who frequently wintered on the Mississippi; the Chippesras, whe
resided on the head waters of the Chippewe and Black rivers; the
"Fozes, who bad.n lerge village where Cassville now: atands, eallad
Pensh—i. & Toarkey; the Sanks, who resided about Galena and
Drabmgue ; the Winnebagoes, who resided on the Wineonsin River;
the Towas, who then had a village en the Tpper Iowa River; Wabe-
shaw’s bund of Bloux, whoe resided on a beantiful Prairie on the
Towa side of the Mississippi, about one Enndred and twenty miles
ghove Prairie du Chier, with oceasionally a Eideapoo and Potta-
wattamie,

Tha Senks sand Foxes bronght from Galena 3 considersble quan-
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tity of lead, moulded in the earth, in bars about two feat long,
and from siz to eight inches wide, and from two to four inches
thick, being something of an oval form, and thickest in the mid-
dle, and generally thinning te the edge, and weighing from thirty
to forty pounda It was net an uneomuoen thing to see & Fox
Todian arrive at Prairie dn Chien with & hend sled, loaded with
twanty or thirty wild turkies for eale, as they were very plenty
abont Capeville, and ocessionally there were some killed opposite
Prairie du Chian.

Abont the year 1322, a4 men by the name of Hardin Perkins,
from Eentudcy, came to Prairie du Chien for the purpose of
building & saw-mill in ths Indian eountry, and obtained permis-
gion from Major Taliaferrs, then agent for the Sisuz Indians,
with the consent of the [ndizns, to erset & saw-taill on their land
" on the Chippews Rivar and tributaries; but Perkins not having
the capital to earry out his project, or sufficient influence to ob-
tain the pormission of the Indians to erest this mill, eclicited
Toseph Toletts and myeelf to join him, which we did, and con-
tracted with Wabsshaw™s band of Sioux, whe clained the
Chippewa River eountry, for tha privilege of eresting a mill and
eutting timber for i, paying them shont $1,000 per year in gooda,
and fprpished Perking the necessary means for the purpose; and
he wep to take charge of and eonduet the bnsiness. He pro-
ceeded o Menomonee River, s tributary of the Chippesra, sud on
& gmall stresmy rupning into the Memomones, abont twenty milea
from ita mouth, eresfed a saw mill and hed it so0 near deme that
hy expectad to commence sawing in & very fow days, when one of
those sndden freshefs vo which hilly conntries are subjedt, cama
upen Wim and swept away the dam, mill and appendages, and
Parking returned to Prairle du Chien with his family apd hends,
baving suffered during his residence there considerable from fear
of the Chippewa Indiane who resided near, and somefimes visited
1he mill builders.

Col. Snelling, whe commanded at Fort Snelling, had frequently
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since Perkin: and his men ¢commenced operations, threatened to
send a foree and destroy the mill, saying the Indian Agent had no
authority to give permission to build mills in the Indian epuntry.
The parties being pretty well eonvinced of the fact, and that Col.
Srpelling bad malice enough to earry eut his threat, if for nothing
else but to punish Mr. Rolette, with whom ke had some difficalty,
concluded not to rebuild, uotil they could be suthorized by some
better wrthority, sopposing then that the Seoretary of War had
that power; and Mr. Roletie snd myzelf made up our minds to
pocket the loss, and let Perkins off with the Ioas of the fow arti-
eles he had furnished and his services, which amounted to abouk
fifteen hundred dollars. It proved a bad specmlation to all par-
tieg. The snnuity we agreed ta pay the Indigns for the privilege
of building the mill and esntting timber, being stopped during the
time thera waz no work on the mill, the Indians insisied upon it
peyment, and enquired the reason we did not g0 on with the worle
We were obliged to tell them that their Great Father would not
sllow ua to do s They said they had given une permission, and
thet the eountry was theirs, and their Great Father had no right
to say enything ahogt it .

In the fall of 1829, returning from St. Louis, I met at Galena
Major Jehn Biddie of Detroit, who had then been elected our
delegata to Congreas from Michigan, and enguired what he could
do for me, or the people of Prairie du Chien st Waghington. T
then related to him the sitvation in whieh T and Mr. Rolette wera
placed with regard fo the mili and aunnities to the Indians, He
told me that when I got home, if T would address him at ‘Wash-
ington, steting our case, that he wonld attend fo it. I wrofe to
kim s full statement of the case and diffienlties, and Major Biddle
obtained for wg from the Seeretary of War permission to erect
mitls, &c, provided we eontracted with the Indiang throongh the
Tndisn Agent at Prairie du Chien.

Wa renewed onr sontract with the Indiang, through their agemds,
#nd in May, 1830, sent a paill-wright who was alse & pariner, a su-
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perintendent, earpenter and blacksmith, with laborers, provisions,
teamsz, and tools, to erect a mill o the Chippewa River or iz
tributaries. The mill-wright eelected the site of the old dam of
Parkins for his dam, and built the mill on the Menomonee River,
and dug a canal across a point of land frowm the small siream. to
tha mill. The hands we were obliged to employ were mostly
Canadisns, and we engaged the wife of ane of them, & Menowonee
balf brved, as cook for the hands. Few Ameriesans can manage
the Canadian voyegsurs to advantage. They suppose that they
must be treated with the same familiarity as American laborers,
and reazon them into doing their duty; but this is not the prope
ireatment. The voyagenr has been 20 long accustomed to lock
nptn his emplover as hiz superior, and to be trested by him as-
bis inferior, that 50 seom as he i treated ps American hands expect
to be trenied by iheir employer, they at onee eoneeive a contempt
{or him, and become mutinoums. Such was the case with our
superintendent, and he proved not be gnalified to superintend
any land of men or bmainess, and all the hands looked npon him
with aontemnpt.

Threa or four Chippewas came to them and the Memomones
half breed women, she being the only one thet understovd the
Chippewa langnape, and told them that if they did not leave thers
. they would kill them all. Thiz wag about night-fall, and the super-
intendent was o ruch alaemed that st dark he got into a canow
with one man, az much frightened zs himeelf, amd went down in
the night over the rapids, that were diffienlt to navigate even in
the day tima, lesving orders with the men to load the provisiong
tools, &c., into tha boat, and to start iv the moming down the
Chippewa River neer to its mouth, whish they did, driving the
oxee by land. The syperintendent, whose name was Armstrong,
arrived af the Prairic evidently moch alarmed, and gave me a
territde aceount of his escepe; and not until he had been at the
Prairie somw cousiderable time 4id he fnform me thet he had
nrdered all the mem to leave the mill, and that they were probably
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on their way dewn. I was then satisfied that my presence was
required there, unless I intended to abandon the mill; and it being
in tha hot weather of Auvguat, T did net feel mueh inelined to malke
& Foyags in & cance expoced to the sun, but from the materials we
had o deal with, I saw at once that it was necessary.

I had a 2ance manned with a half breed Winnebago, whe spoke
Chippowa, and together with Armstrong and the Frenchman whe
had come down with him, put ont at ones, taking in my canos
vrovisions enotgh for nuyyself and erew to reach the mill. Wa
Lad proceeded about forty miles np the Miseissippi, whem early
in the morning at a sand-bar, in the middle of a channel, and
abont one fourth of a mile feomr the shore, T met & eanoe with a
Menomonse hali-breed and a2 large athletic Ohisan by the name
of Hartwell, whom I had never seen before. Armstrong bhad
engager] him a8 earpenter, and taken him to the mill without my
baving seen him, or lmowing his name. T asked them whers they
wore going, and they said to the Prairie. T zaid, “nol—yen must
return with ma™ I knew that the halfbreed would obey withont
diffienlty, but Hartwell caid he was going to the Irairie, and I
knew in grder o take all of themn back, I ronst take these back as
I met them. Hartwell was a strong man and armed with o zifle,
but I spid to him, “this cange at lesast is mine, and does not go to
the Prairie; von ean take your choice, sither fo go baclk, or to
remain o, thig sand-bat.”

Ha coneluded to go back, and for fear that they might give me
the elip, I got into the canne with them and we procseded up the
river about tenm miles farther, whers we met all the Canadisns
with the half-breed Menomonee woman, when we all put ashore.
T told them that they mnst go heck to the mill, which' they refused
to do. T aoon discovered, a5 T had svepected, thet the woman was
the leader of the parfy, and I bribed her to go back. Bha eon-
sented, and the others followed her example.  She and her hushand
were in & lerve canoe, not half finished, which would gzo
hard up stream. From the manner of her eonsenting: so readily
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to retnm, I snspected that she intended as poon as they could lag
a little behind, and gef some point between me and them, to slip
down the atream, which I afterwards lesrned was really their in-
temtion ; to prevent which, T toid them, e they wers weak-handed,
end had & heavy cance, that I would embark with them and
help them paddle. T paddled all day, and made a good day's
work up stream, and encamped in a channel of the river opposite
to Wabashaw's Prairie.

Tha men had only taken provisions enough to last them to the
Prairia, and 1t was soon seen that my stoel would not be suficient
for the additional monthe untl we reached the boat. In camp at
night one of the men named Francis La Pointe, a native of
Proirie du Chien, and well acquainted with the customs of the
Indians told me that it was but a short distance across the coun-
#y to the Chippews, where the boat than was; and proposed to
go there, take a canoe and meet ws with provisions, which I
mequeated him to do. He aceordingly affer breakfast borrowed o
gun, fook some creckers in his pocket, and started aeross, while
we proceeded np the channel along nnder the bluffs for abont five
miles to whete the caness crmsy the Mississippi to the weatern aide.
Just 12 we were abont putting off from the shore, La Poinie came
ruoning down the hill ballocing “Tpdians!” The cenoes were
all putting out inta the river, but I ordered the cance that I was
in to put to shore, and take the wan in, confiding, at tha time,
in his statement.

La Pointe had on, when he started, two eotton shirts, and when
he returned oue of the shirts was nearly cut from him, and several
stabe through the other. He had thromn gway all his ammuni-
tion and his hat, and stated that after crossing the hill and getting
inte a ravine of fall grase, that five Chippews Indians snddenly
surronnded him, took away his powdar, shot and provisions, eut
his hat and shirt all te pieces, called him a dog, and would have
taken his pun had he not begged hard to retnin it, teiling them
that it =ras not bie. Hs told ao probable a story of what would
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naturally he the conduet of & war party of Indians, thet I &t first
believed him, but we stopped shortly after for dinner, and slthough
the men pretended to be much afraid of the Indians, I diseovered.
samething in thelr eonduet that satiefied me, that it was a hoax.
They proposed to turn back to Prairie du Chien for fear of the
Indiang, but I told them that I was never in the hebit of turning
back throngh feer, until I saw there was really denger, and that I
did oot reqnire them to ron any risk which I would not myself
freely share.

Wa finally pioeseded on quietly until near the mouth of Riverie
Ay Benf or Buifale River, when Avmstrong and the man whe came
down with him, who were actually in great fear, aa they wore not
in the eeeret of the plot, discovered an Indian on the binffa below
its mouth, or imagined they did, end gave the slarm of “Chip-
pewa ! But we met some Sioux at the foot of the bluffs, and they
said fhat it eonld not be Chippewss, as they had tbe day before
been hunting over there and thouwght it probabla that some of
their penple might still be hanting there. So we proceeded to a
point opposite to the month of the Chippewa River, and encamped
for tha night.

o much bad been said about danger from the Chippewns, that
I began to believa thers was something In it, and mwmst confess
that the next merning I entered the narrow mouth ¢f the Chip-
pewa, fringed with bushee, with some fear that some Indian might
ba hid, and fire upon ©e without giving notice of his presemce;
but onee in, the feeling of fear wore off, and we proceeded on
with liftle to eat nntil about 10 o'clock, when we cania to & Mepom
onem lodge, where we found u preat deal of venison, and u quan-
tity stuck up around the fire mcking, to which we did ample
justies. We then proceeded sbout ten miles up the river, where
we found the boat and three Americans who had remained with
it. PBuf they refused, ss well as the Canadians to go back to the
mill nader the superintendence of Armstrong; and from all ae-
eounts of the men, as well a3 from what T had seen of him, I wag
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gaiisfied that he was not ealculated to condnet smeh a business,
end T somcinded that the best way to get rid of him, was to pur-
chase him out, sven if I had to give more than he wae justly
entitled. His fear of the Chippewss was such, that he did not
wizh to retwrn. e owed me about five hundred dollars, which
would not be worth much if he lefi the mill; yet, to zet rid of
him, T geve him that, and tock a quit elzim. of 21l hie claims upon
tha mill, and let hive have 3 small eance in which hy desecended
the river.

My people zereed fo go hack to the mill, provided I would get
the Menomonees to go mp the river with s, bt I had no inter-
pretor in whom I eonld esnfide, as my half breed Winnebago had
Jjoined hir aomrades, the Canadians, against ma  So I sent down
for the Menomoness ot the lodge we had passed, to come and go
with u8; but presume that the helf-breed Menomonee woman
had instrueted them how to act; for elthough T offered them a
high price, they pretended to be afraid of the Chippewas, which
I was satisfied was not the case, and deelined to go, unlsss anothar
band who #ers hunting ¢n the Chippews, sbove the mouth of
tha Menomones River, would po with thern, 8o I sent an Indian
for then apd prosesded on with my boat, and encemped on a
gond-bar opposite the Menomenee River, and waited for the In-
diane until ahout noon the next day, when they arrived, hut did
not went to go inte the Menomonee, expressing their fears of the
Chippewas, I offered themn a keg of powder, a bar of lesd, and
promised, when they next came to Prairie du Chisn, to give them
2 keg of whiskey; but they still declined pning, reiterating their
apprehensions, whieh I was satisfled were foigned for the cecusion,
and that they wera but playing their part 2e instructed by the
half-breed woman. Believing such to be the case, ¥ ordered the
men to put the thinga in the boat, telling them that T was not
afraid of the Chippewas, and should go to the mill. Tpon this,
some of the Canedians showed a disposition to mutiny, but T had
wedst up my mind fo go, and knodk down: the leader with a club:
and force them to aecompany me. Iow I shomld hinve susoseded
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I do oot know, but at that moment the Indisana finding that I was
detenmined to po withont them, said they wonld go, and we pro-
cesded up the Menomonee River about nine miles, whers we
eheamped.

The Winrebage and Menomonse half breeds ynleaded one of
the canoes and sald there was & lake near thers, and that they
would go and shoot elk; but i abont an hour they returned,
apparently mueh alarmed, and said they saw tracks of Indiana
around the Jake. But the Menomonses who had agreal to go
with us fearing to loose their promisad pay i we went back, said
that the tracks were not Chippewas but Menowonees, as some of
their people had been there that day huntng The next day we
procesded oo uwp the river withont any thing of nots until we
reached the mill, except ceeagionally seeing a Chippewa in imagi-
nation,

Thera was among the carpeaters of my party e discharged aol-
dier of the name of Holmes, who was a better mill-wright then
Armatrong, snd wpon whem, as T sfterwards learned, Armstrong
bad dependsd to build the mill. I then made & bargain with
lsnac Sevnders, one of the carpenters Armosimong had taken up,
giving him an interest in the mill to superintend it, and engaged
Hbolmes by the day to build the méll. There kad hesn very littls
worl done during tha summer, and they did not get the mill ready
to commence pawing until Mardh, 1821; and by the 1stof June
following, had sawed about 100,000 feet of lumber. It was im-
possible at that time at Prairie du Chien to get any other hands
than Canadians, emeept occasionally a discharged soldier; and
wmong the Americons that were et the mill, thers wus net ome
who knew how to conatruct a raft.

The Canadian manner of rafting had bevm to lay two foate of
timber about ten inches square, and raft the boards on them, and
they refted ouxr lomber in that way; but when ey had completed
tha reft, they found there was not water enonph to float it, the
water Leing very low that spring. As meny of the men's time

E.i ._Eg_m-.'-.i-nr. —-
C gt meh v
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would ba out in May, I went wp with another set of hands to sup-
plr the places of those that would come away with the raft +B-ut-
on arriving there, T found the water very low, and the Canadians.
Adeclared that the lumber eould not be refted out of the river. It
appeared that we would have 10 wait for a rise of water; and hav-
ing & double set of hands, I eoncluded to build another mill, on &
stzeam about one mile from the other. I set the hands to work
getting out. timber for the dam, mill, &e

The Canadians who had first gone there, end went back with
me against their will, and whose times were about expiring, were
still disposed to be mutinons, and declared their intention of not
waiting for a rise of wafer to get the timber out, and of leaving
as soon 85 their time should expire. I told them that they could
not legte until they took down the lumber ; that T would pay them
for theiv time, and that they oonld not get provisions to ro unless
they tock it by foree, and that, I did nof think, would be wery
safe for them to attempt while I was there, and if they cut a pine
tree to make a2 ranos of, I would have themr prosecuted and im-~
prisoned-—and, a3 a Cenadisn is mouch afraid of a jail, they con-
clnded to eontinue their work.

During the time I wee contriving how thia lnmber was to be got
to the month of the Menomonse, and talking with Holmes ome
day wbout if, he told me he had somewhere seen lomber rafted
over rapide by laying one sawed board or slab lapping about half
ite length upon another, sfter the manner of shingling, snd thus
repeat end cornhine until the raft or erlb shonld be formed ; sad
that it, wonld hang together in passing over any rapida Tpon
this hint T exused a erib to be made, hut the men ssid it would
drown any one who would be fool-hardy enough to take it over
the rapids. I waited @Il the following Sunday, when the men
would be idle; and then told two of the hands that if they would
take thet erib to the mouth of the Menomonee, T would pey them
oue doller each. They did eo without sceident, and returned by

* land lefore night, and reported that the lumber eould be taken:
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down in that way withont any diffienlty. The men now went to
work and rafted it; got it nearly all to the mouth of the river,
when about the Ist of June, it commenced raining, and contirued
st of the time vary hard for a fortnight. The stream on which
onr dam was, rose in about twelve hours something like twelve
feof, and the Menmmonee River wboui the pame, carrying away
the dam, and sweeping the locse made eriba of lumber from their
moorings, end scattersd the lumber over the bottoms of the Me-
nomonee and Chippewa rivers.  Aboot fifty thousand feet of thie
hmber was afterwards recovered in a damaged state, at o great
crxpenge, and token fo St Louvis and sold et 2 redoeed prica.  Such
ware some of the difficultiss attending the early attempts at lwmbher-
ing in this eountry. The only hande that could be employed were
the Canadian vevegeurs; they esuld row & boat well, or run a
raft, It that waz ahont the extent of their kzowledpe of lnmber-
ing. Crecssionally you could pick up o discharged soldier that
had some knowledge of the business, and these ‘were the materials
that ploneer saw-mill propristors bad to use, and mansge as best
they comld,

Bhortly after thiz, Deniel Whitney, of Green Bay, obtained
from the Searetary of War a similar permit to that granted to 3z
HRolatie and myself, and built a mill upon the Upper Wisconsin.

O ell the foreigners that ecame to this eountry, the Canadisns
of Frendh axtraction sermed to have the least idea of the privileges
of Ameriean citizenship. It appearsd almest impossible to instil
into their minde anything of the independence of self govern-
ment, and this was not sonfined entively to the unedueated, but
would apply more or Jees to the puriially edueated classes. They
do not eonsider it o privilere to vote for the officers who are io
govern theny; and comsider it coly desivable o mse the elective
franchise in order to gratify some friend who has asked them to
wote for himself or his condidate; and when so requestad, they
are too polite to refwse, unless g previons promise bad been made -
10 semee other.
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T have livad amwong this people upwards of thirty years, and have
taken somsiderable interest in elections, and freqnentiy asked the
people to vota for the eandidate that I svpported, and recollect
but & solitary instancs, in all that time, where a man had the inde-
pendence to refuse my requect. It wes amusing after the county
of Crawford was organized, and an election was to take place
for a delegate to Congress from Michigan, to see thesa people
abont election time. I so happened that Joseph Rolette and
myself inflnenced about an eqnal number of voters, and as we
generally supported different candidates, thess pespla wenld meet,
and telk among: themselves about the electiom, asking each other
who they were going to vote fori The avswer invariably was,
“Fe va vofe pour Meonz. Rolette;” or “Je sa vole pour Mons
Lockwood ;* the names of the oppogsing candidates newer being
mentioned, and very seldom Enown—a rether amusing circum
slancs,

In the spring of the year 1824, a delagate to Congress was to-
be elected for Michigan; and Michigan, like all other portions
of the Unien, had several patrictic mem who desired to sacri-
flce themselves to the service of their country. Among the npmer
ooz candidates, Mr. Holette and T each selected ome for owr sup-
port, and solicited the votez of the Canadiane for onr respeet-
iva eapdidates. Among the votets was a respectabls and indus-
triows farmer living in the lower end of Prairis du Chien, by the
nmne of Barretts, whose vote had beem solicited both by M.
Roletbe and myself; buwi Bhrrette being engaged in getting in
his spring erop of grair, and thinking if he wemt to the election
he would offend ona or the other of s, which he wished to avoid,
eonelnded it would be wisest to remain at home, and work om his
farm. Mr. Raoletts’s idea of the elemtive franchiss was such, that
he believed that every man wsas bouod to vote, and, woreover
that he should do it precisely in wesordenee with his leader’s
wiches, withint ersreising any judgment whatever of his own
Mr. Roletts being s Canadian by birth, of French extraction, and
althougl, an edueated mnan, considersd hipself insnited by Bar-
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retts’s not coming to the election and voting for bis candidate, and
-deelared that e would be revenged on him.

Thers was 2 law at that tim= in Mishigan preventing stud horees
from ranning at large when over eighteen months of age, nnder
a penalty of ten: dollars for each offence, “if willingly or wilfully
at large” A this timwe the water wae high in the Miseissippi,
and the old village of Praivie dn Chien was am islend. Oune
morning shortly after the election, Mr. Roleite with his men
brought ms two horses of the aforessid deseription, sand hitched
them before my door. I was then & Justice of tho Pesce. Holette
entered my house nnder considerable apparent excitement, saying,
he had brought me two horzes that were running at large contrary
to law. I anewered him, that I did not wani the horss, nor wae
1 going to teke charge of them. Mr. Rolette then asked, as they
were 2t large contrery to law, what was to be dopa! I snswered,
that I wonld have nothing fo do with the horses, sad should not
take charge of them; bt if be wished fn make o nomplaint against
thelr owners, I was hound te take notice of it.  DMr. Roletie then
eoncluded te make such complaint ageinst Barretie, the ownar
of ohe of the homes, and let the other off, a5 he had no pique to
gratify in his case.  Process was aceordingly issned against Bar-
rette, and soon returned served. Oha the day of trial, 2 man by
the name of Perking, hevetofore spoken of, secing that the snit
was breught by an apparently wealthy man to opprss a poor one,
volunteerad his servioes to sssiat in defending him, and or calling
the case the defendant demanded a jury.  The Legislaturs of
Michigan had some twe or three years before this redused the
Jury befors & Justien of the Peaoo to six, and the year preceding

this trial, they had repealed that law, without any saving clatse
Thider thess eireumetancss, I decided that the repeal of the law
Tevived the old one of twelve Jurors, and secordingly had a jury
of that number summoned and sworn. It so happened that there
were some Americans on the jury, and az the trial proceedad, the
defendant admittad that his horse wes at large, but ot “willingly
orwilfully,” and proved that hig horse was old, and hed heen, worked
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down very poor in the spring, snd that when he seas through
with his work and wizhed to twmn him oué oe the Prairie, to save
himself from the penalty of the law, he hed taken bhim to be cas-
trated ti the only man on the Prairie that pretended to perform ruch
operations. But he declined deing so, saying that the horss was
100 poor and weak to live through it, and that he had better turn
him out on the Prairie to rest and recruit a faw days, ag be eould
Jo no harm, Tnder his teatimony, the jury hrought in 4 verdict
for defendant, stating that Barrette’s horeo waz neither “wilfully
nor willingly” at lavge, aontiary to law.

After this Barrette, by advice of hiz friend, broupght eut
against Mr, Rolette, before N. Boilvin, Baq., another Justice of the
Petce, for trespass, end swhmming his horee acrose the slongh of
8t. Fercle, and bad another jury, who gave Barretts five dollars
damagee and eosts, which mortified Mr. Bolette very much. He
did not care so much about the money, az he did abouf attempting
to punish a Canadian fermer for disobeying his wishes, 2nd to hava
thet farmer beat him,

In the fall of 1818, a sevaere fight took place on the prairie be-
tween Lace Traverse and the head waters of the Mississippi, nnder
something like the follewing cirenmstances, as related & me im-
mediately after by some Indians who had participsted in the ac-
tipr, I was then at my wintering station neer Las gui Parle, on
the 5t Peters. Iwring the surnmer a Yankion chief, who gener-
ally resided near La¢ Traverse, called by the French the Grand
Sierure, bad met with some Chippewas, with whom he had smoked
the pipe of peace, and affer the council had broken up, and
the Chippewss wers wending their way, as they supposed, safely
to their homes, when a party of the Grand Sierars’s band followed
them and killed some of the men, and tock ome woman prisonsr.
Upon this, eleven young Chippewss armed, provisioned, and pro-
vided with moecasing, and started for the Sicux conntry, declaring
thet they would not retorn until they had avenged the insnlt and
onfrage.  They travelled in the Sioux country aboub a month
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without falling in with any Sioux, end were apparently on their
way home, when on the prairie between Jae Traverse and the
head waters of the Mississippl, they discovered a large camp of
Biowx of shout five hundred lodges.  As they wers in the neigh-
borhood of the camyp, they wers discovered by some Sioux on
horseback, who immediately gave notice to the caap.  The Chip-
pewag finding that they were discovered, and that their fate was
sealed, sent one of their nymber bome to esrry tidings of their prob-
able destruction, and the ether tan got into a eopee of timber and
brush om the prairia, and commened throwing up breast works by
digaing holes with their lmives and handa,* determined o sell their
lives az deerly as poesible, lmowing that thers was not the re-
moteat hops for their eseape,

In o ahort time the warriors from the Siouz samp smrreonded
thern, and, it would appear, made the stinck without mush order
or =ysteny, and fought something like the miliiia in the Black
Hawk war at the attack near Eelloge’s, where each one attacked
snd fought om hias own aserount without orders.  To show their
bravery, the Sioonx would appreach the emivemched Chippewas
singly, but from the covert and deadly fixe of the Chippewss,
they wers sure to fall. They contizved fo fight in this way, until
abont sevemty of the Sicux wers killed or wonnded, when one of
the Sionx war chiefs cried out, that the epamy were killing them in
detail, and divected a general onset, when thew 2ll in a body mehed
upon the Chippewas with knives and tomshawks; snd, after s
savere Bimugele, overpowered and exterminsted them, woumding
in the melee many of their own people.  The brave Chippewss
had exhansted their ammunition, and now fell @ sacrifice to superior
numbers, Thins perished ten as intrepid werriors as ever entered
the hattle field. The elevanth pursued his way, and carried to his
people the newrs of the probable fate of the othera  The Stoux
exulted in their mournful vietory, which was purchased at the
coet of the lives of hetween seventy and eighty of their warriors.

* This dipging holes was a commen mode of defensa for a weak panty.—
E8g Pike's Hrpeditions, Phila. editica, 15190, p. 1%; and Prupson's Boetch
ol Crawford Qounty, Im Vol. 1, Wis Agr, Trans. I C D

19
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If acalps are taken after the fall of the leaves froem the trocs, it
is usual for the Indians te continue the sealp dence over them. until
tha appearspee of the leaves again, when the scalps are buried
with comsiderable ceremony; and if scalpe are taken after tha put-
ting out of the leaves, they eontinve to dance until their fall in

the antumn.

‘Tn the year 1828, General Joseph M. Btreet wasz appointed In-
diap egent st Prairie de Chien, and srrived alone in the fall of
that year to assume the duties of his offiee; and, in the winter,
returned to Dhincis and brought his family to Prairie du Chien in
the spring of the following year, being the first farnily who settled
i Prairie dir Chien that made a profession of religion of the Pro-
testant faith of any of the differsnt sects.

In 1880, a man by tha name of Coe, who claimed to be a min-
igter of the Presberterian chureh, and missionary to the Indians, .
paseed through the country, and remeined over Sunday at Prairvia
do Chien, and mwade an attempd at preaching; but he was a
very illiterate man, and not over stocked with good sense. T
pooat heve relafs am anecdote of this man. Te mada aeversl
tripe to the upper Tndian eountry, and om one ocession took pas-
sage on, A keel boat, and arrived within about thirty milee of Fort
Snelling on Saturday night; sod as the bost would start early in
the morning, and he would not travel on the Babbath, he went
on shore withont provisions, and encamped over Sunday, and on
Monday mede his way to Fort Snelling, hungry snd nearly ex-
havsted.  Sometime in the year 1833, 2 student of divinity, of the
Cumberland Preshyterian seet, tame here and taught school for
abont alx months, and on Bundays attempted to preach.

Iv some of the tresties with the Winnebagoes,* provision had
*AY the treaty of Fort Armstrong. Rock Island, of which Gen. Soott
and Gor. Rayanlds were the commlesionera, eoncluded Sapt iF, 1532, in
part consfderation Lor & clalm of land, It wae etipulsted that the Ganersl
Government shoold, far a term of twenty-yeven years, maintein z achool
&t or negr Prairie do Chien for the sducatlon and support of such Win-
nebege chlldren as ehonld e voluntarlly zeot to 1, to be conducted by twe

or mors teachars, and at 5» appual cost ot to sxceed the sum of three
thourand dollars. L. 7. D.
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been made for an Tndian school near Prairie du Chien, and in the
year 1833, the Rav. Dravid Lowry, of the Curnberland Preshte-
rian dencrnination, came to the place as miperiniendent of aaid
Tndian school, but it was sbout a year thereafter before suitable
buildings were srected on the Yellow River in Towa, and Mr,
Lowry temained at Praivie du Chien, and preached oo Sundays;
and during this time, collected those professing religion of the
Jifferent denominations into s society. In tha fall of 1835, the
Rev. Alfred Brunson visited Prairie du Chien, and returned
horma the same antumn ; snd in the spring of 1338, he came badk
with his family, s superintendent of the Methodize Episcopal
Misgion of the Upper Mississippi and Lake Superior. He pur-
chasod 5 farm and built a house, the materials for' whish he
brovght with him from Meadvills, Pa., and oontinned for several
years laboring in his missionary capeeity. He several times
visited the missions on the Upper Mississippi, and whea st the
Prairie, preached and formed a Methodist society. In the year
18386, the Rev. Mr. Claddle, of the Episeopal chureh, came to the
Prairie ae a missionary, but was shortly sfter appointed chaplain
t0 Fort Grawiord, in which capacity be eontinued until 1841, when
feeling, as he expressed it, thet he was not in his proper place
preaching to soldiers, who weut to hear him more from eompnl-
zion than anything else, he resipned hisy chaplainey, and sgain
entered the missionarv service in nother part of the Territory.
My. Caddle, while chaplain of the fort, formed a church of the
few communicants of the Prairie, and the officers and ladies of
the fort, which he ealled Trinity, but was obliged for mast of the
c¢hurch officers to elect non-communicants.

I mmat not omit to mention another of the early American sef-
tlers, In 1833, tha quarter-moaster of Fort Crawford advertised in
Galena for proposals for a contract to Furnigh the fort with a year's
supply of wood. Ezekiel Tainter and a man by the neme of
Reed, got the eontract, and came here and supplisd the first com
iract together, at the end of which Mr. Reed left the sountry:
Mr. Tainter remained, and continued for several years to take
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the wood eontract, together with that for supplying the fort with
teal; and at this business, whick he well understocd, in connee
tion with the cultivation of a farm o the bluff where he ent his
wood, he made money quite fast, as he was industrious and saving.
He zent for his family, which he had left in the state of New
York, and paid off some old secores that he had previously been
nnable to do, and had some meney left for which he had no im-
mediate nse. MNotwithstanding he knenww nothing sbout merchan-
dizing, he coneluded as he expressed it, “thaf the merchents wera
eoining money, and that he would have 2 hand in;™ and borrow-
ing spme means in additioa to his own, went to B¢ Louis and pur-
chased a =mall stock of goods, which, as might be expectad, were
not very judiciously selected for the merket. Dhuring this time
his brother Gorham arrived by his assisfance, whorm he took into
partnership; but knowing ag little about mercantile affairs aa his
brother, the bnainess was not very well condueted.  Both had
large families to support, and it appesrs that they kept no ac-
sount of expensez, or of what each took from the stora.  If ome
wanted an article, the other fook scimething elss to balaues it
They continued business for about two years, when they took an
seenunt of stock, and found s deficienay of about thres thousand
dollars, for which they could not account; and as goods to this
emonnt had been taken frome the stors without keeping any ac-
count, of therr, it 'did not at first oceur to their minds that their
families bad comsumed them., This safisfled My, Tainter that
money was not s engily geined by merchandizing as he had sup-
posed, and be returned to farming, and is now s resident and
worthy citizen of the county.

In the year 1849, the Bev. Mr Staphems, of the Preshvterian
chiurch, who had been on a missionary serviee somewhers in the
Indisgn eguniry, came a8 a missionary of that denomination, formed
a chursh, and emiinued here two or three years. There heing
too Tew members of his church to supply the means of support
with the stiperd ha received from the Missionary Society he left
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for sma other part of tha Tarritory, sinee whidh timme the Meth-
odists have sapplisd the place regularly with preachers, and occa-
glonally a transient clergyman of some other denomination visite
v§ and preaches. Rev. Alfred Brumson sines his residence at
Prairia dg Chien, has probably taken more interest than eny other
perzon in it, to develop the resources of the eountry, having af
different times visited meat perts of Western and Northern Wis
consin, and has written and published several articles ox the sulb-
jeot, well caleulated to attract sttention to this part of the eoun-
try.

©f the old inhabitantz found =t the Prairie on my arrival here,
John W. Johmson, the factor snd Chief Justica of the ecunty
court, was iz 1832, relisved of hie duties as factor, by the winding
ap of the factory system of Indian trade, when he remored to St
Lounis, wheve he died 2 few years since. Franeis Bonthillier,
ona of the Associate Justices of the county eourt, moved to Ga-
lena, near which place he disd in 1885 or 1534,

Wilfred Owwens ended his deys in 1821 by entting his throat
in a fif of memal derangement;* and John L. Findley, the first
clerk of the comt, went in 1821, in sompany with & Frenchman
by the name of Depouse, and s Canadian nawed Barretfe, up
the Missizsippe in a eanoe om some business. Om their errival at
Lac Pepin, near the mouth of the Chippews, they met with 2
war party of Chippewnss lovking for Sioux Indians, and the whites
being probably overcharged with whiskey, of which they were
all expeadingly fond, a quarrel ensued, a5 was efterwards learned
from the Chippewss. Barrette, who had been lumbering on the
Biack River the previons winter, reccgnized in one of tha Indians
of the war party, one whom he believed had formerly stolen his
horee; and being of rather a pugnacious disposition, and probe-

*The following notles of Mr. QOwang' dsath wa f0d [n the Datesde Ja-
Foite, Qct Hth, 1321: *“Died at Pralrie dn Chien, on tha 234 of August
lagt, Mr. Wilred Owans, merchant. He committed gnlcide by eutiing an
artery of his aron, and his throat, o the presegce of two of Lis friends,

and was guppossd to be ineans. Mr. Owans was Judge of Probats, and
Azzootate JTustlee 1n the eounty of Orawlford, and a veyy regpestabls mem-

ber of zociety.” L C D
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bly surcharged with whiskey, imprudently charged the Indian
with the theft. Tpon which a querrel ensued, which ended in
the Indiens nourdering the whola party, and plundering them of
thetr goods, peovisions, &e.

John P. Gate, the first Register of the Probate, on the dosing
of the factory, went to Carondelet, Missouri, where he waa
drowned a few years since, Thomsa MeNair, the first Sheriff of
the comnty, moved down to Fever River near Galena, about 1830,
and, as I learnad, died a few years sinme in some part of Illincis
Nicholas Bodlvin died om a keel boat on his way to St Louis,
about the snmmer of 1524, Joseph Rolette* died 2t Preirie du
Chien in 1841

While our rounty court was still in existence, o disiriet conrt

" Mrs, Einzie ralatas In her Wou-Bun the Iollowing caplta) story of M
Enlatte. The sgans was oo Lake TWinnshago, whers M, Rolette Wiz an-
gaged with a trading-heal, when he met ansthey bost ob which wera his
employees, dlrectly from Prajrvie 4n Chien “Of sourse, afier an ablence
of poma weaks from home, the mesting on thase lopely wakers, end the
archanging of news war an oaccaslon of great excltement Tha bocts wera
stopped—earnast greetingy Intsrchanged-—rsuaction foliowed queetbon.

YER! Dizn"—angqnirad L. Raletta, “have thay Anishsad the new housa?™

i, Honsienr.

“Et ik ehemined, fumed-elied (Does the chimney ameke?)

“Non, Mohsicay”

“And the harvest—how iz that?™

“Vary fine, Indesd.”

“Ta the mill at work?™

“Yag, planty of water."

“How 1 Whip?* ({His favorite horse.)

*Oh! Whip 1s firgt rare.”

Erervthing, In short, about the etors, the farm the buainess of yerHous
daperiptions heing satisfactorlly zons over, thera wad oo octaslon for
farther dalay. It was tlme to prooeed.

*ER! ben—adieuw! bon vayage!™

YArrgoheg—meg gpeng " [(Go ahead, men!)

Then guddenly—-<drrefer—arretezf (Blop! slopt)

“Uomment 3¢ porkent Modome Rolefle of Toa enfontsl” (How ars Moy
Roletts and the chijdren?) ]

Mrg. Klorle slse gives uy abotber glirnpse of M. Roletta's character,
The Indiana, the says, callad him Ah-kay-muopes-tah, or Five More—Twm
cause »8 they aadd, let them offér what number of skins they might, in
bartering fov an article, hiw terms were (nvariably “ra mors.” -

“Upod ohe ostAMont esntintey Mra, Kinsle, “a lady remarkad to him,
‘o, M. Boletts, I wonld not be engaged in the Indisn trade; 1t soems to
me 4 ayntam of cheatlng the poor Indiang

Lot ma tall you, madema,” replisd he with grvest nolvels, ‘it 18 wot wo
aasy a thing to cheat the 'mdians ap you ivaagioe. I have tried It thesg
twenty yaars, and have naver succesded!™" L Cn
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wa3 established, in 1323,* comprising the covmties of Mackinaw,
Brewn and Crewford, and an additional Judge appointed, in the
person of James Dwane Doty, a young lawyer of Detnit, then
only about twenty-three years of age.  He had come to Prairie
du Chien in the fall of 1323, for the purposs of malring it his resi-
demce, and remainsd until after the following May termi of his
eourt. Soon after arriving at Praivie do Chiem, end finding our
mail matler came up oz keel-hoats, or by military express sanf
cccapionally for the specie]l purpose to Clarksville, Missouri, s
village about one hundred miles above St. Touis, and the then
nearest post office, Judgs Doty mede application to the Fost
Gifisa Department for the establishment of a post offiea at Pruirie
du Chien, which was granted, and he was appoinisd post-master,
with the privilege of expending the proceeds of the ofice for car-
rying the mail. The receipts for postage, topether with, eontribu-
tions fron: the principal inhabitants, and officers of the garrisom,
enabled him. to send Jean B. Layer, an old woymgewr, tma trip to
(Harkeville during the winter, for which he was paid thirty del-
lars, When Judge Doty arrived to emter upom his doties as
Judge, be bronght me a commnission sa clerk of his oourt for
Crawford county, which I declined fo accept.

Ar thera were then no attormeys here, and Judge Doty learning
that T had at ene time studied law, and had relinguished tha gro-
feasion: for mereantile putsuits, sugpeated that T had better resums
the practies of lsw, and kindly tendered me the mwee of his

*It = atated iy Mr. Balrd'a Address, that it was at the 18231-24 sasslon
of Congress, that the wew judiclal district was established, It wag done
£t the previows semslom, when o act wad passsd (o provide for the appoint
ment of “an additlangl Judee for the Tarvitary of Mishigan' and juria-
dlotfon was given to the courts kald by him over the countiss of Mack-
inaw, Brown and Crawford, which included all of Mlchigan not In the
Fenlnpuls, tha now Htats of Wiseconsin, and the conniry north of Bt Creix
River and sast of the BOussfsplppl to latitude 49—now under tha govern-
ment of Minnexota, In the ointer or gpring of 1823 Jawes D. Daty wae
eppointed by Preeldeot Mource, the wmddltimal Judge At the seasion of
1328-24, Congreas changsd the tenure of ¢fice af the Judges of Michizgan
trom “good bebavior” to the térm of four yweaid, fond Judge DOLF'd To-AD-
pointment way anngunced o Nites's HemisZer of Beb, 28 1524, The fimst
term of Judge Dotye conrt waa hald at Mackinaw, io July, 1823,

Besing a dlacrepzocy in dates 1o resard to this metter botween M@,
Halrd angd Judae Lockwaood, Tudae Doty was referrad b0, to st the makter
right, who has furnished the facts in thia nota. 1, ¢, b



152 Wisconsin Historical Collections v

Kbrary and any instructions T mifght require, in order to refresh my
stndies. Not being extensively engsged In business at this time,
I awilad myself of Judge Daty's suggestions, Library and instrue-
tions, and studied hard all the following winter and spring; and,
although T had obtained conmsiderable kuowledge of law, I was
entirely ignorant of the practice of courts, except what I learned
from old English authors on that subject. 1 commenced the prac
tieo of the profession, wnd atiended the mwurtz of Baown snd
Mackinaw, and found no atiorneys in Brown; but at Mackinaw
found a mar by the name of Bex Robinzson, who had studied law
in the Stats of New York, but had abandened it, and coma to
Mackinaw to try hiz Inck in the Indian Trade; and a man by the
name of Les, who hailed from Chiv, aud claimed to be 5 lawysr,
but whoes greatest quelification waa his impudencs; and Hemry
3. Baird, then guite a young man, just commencing the practiee,
and whom T eonsidered the hest lawver among vs

TCntil the year 1824, it was believed thet n stenmboat oould not
gome up to Prairia de Chien over the Des Moines and Hoolk river
rapids, But in the spring of that year, David (3. Bates, who had
for several years been engaged in Tunning keel boats on the Upper
Miseissippi, the water then being af o good stage in the river,
brought to Prairie du Chien a very small boat asiled the Putngm.
She was one of the smallest clase of boats that i on the Ohio in
& low stage of water. Capt. Bates procseded to Fort Snelling with
his beat. Im June following, beats of 2 mueh larger class ame
aver the rapids, and went to Fort Snelling with supplies for the
troops.  Sinece them the river from 8t Louvis to Fort Snelling has
beem navigated by steamboats, inereasing every year in size snd
SOTTEnLerae.

Thuring the winter of 18228-24, Jndge Doty concluded to change
his residemce from Prairie du Chien to Green Bay, and resigned
hia office a3 post-master, and recommended me for the vacaney:
anc I was appointed, with the same power and anthority that he
had. T applied during the summer of 1824, and got a postoffiea
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established at Gtalena, and Ezekiel Lockwood appointed post-mas-
er; elso an office at Rock Island with Lee Davenport post-master;.
the proceeds of hoth offices to be applied by me to defraying the
expensss of eonveying the mail frony Prairie du Chien, via Galens
snd Rock Tsland, to Clarksville, Mo. The jnoressed fund by this
new arrangement, anabled me to send the mail twice during the
winter to Clarksville, and thus the postal mrrangements remained
until the close of 1825, when o post route was extended from
Springfield, T, o G-ale.na.; and on the first of January, 1826,
JTohn Ir. Winters, the eontractor, arrived at Galena with the first
mail sent throwgh by this arrangement, the office at Prairie du
Chien coptinning to send to Galena for her mail at her ovn ox-
penge, until the fall of 1832, when Dr. Addizon Phillec, who
bad obtained the contraet to Prairie du Chien, sent through the
mail.

I the summer of 1525, 2 grand esuncil or treaty was held at
Prairie du Chien with the different tribes of Indisne. Gov.
Case of Michigen, and Gen. Clark, superintendent of Indian A
fairs for Missouri and dependencies, were appointed commissloners
on the part of the United States. The Indian iribes represenied
were the Sioux, Sanks, Foxes, Chippewas, Winnebapoes, Menomo-
nees, and Towas.  Some of the Indians from vp the Missouri were-
cxpected, but did not come.  The professed object of this treaty
was to make a genersl snd lasting pesce hetween these tribes, and
elao to settle the bonndaries betwesn them rvespectively.  After
I understood the chject of the treaty, I asked Gov. Class what
gocd he thought wonld result from it. He shrugwed up his shoul-
ders, and amling said, that they would have it so at Washington.
They made the tresty of perpeteal peace, and settled the bounda-
ries hetween the different tribes, which resnlied in the T, States
gending a corps of surveyors, and surveying the bounderies at
great expense, and perhaps keeping the Indians af peane until
ihey were ready to go to war again,

In the winter of 1325-26, the wize men at Washington took it
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dnte their heads to remova the troope from Fort Crawford to Fort
Soelling, and abandon the former., This messnre was them sup
jposed to have been brought about em the representation of Col
Bnelling of Fort Snelling, who disliked Prairie du Chien for dif-
fieulties he had with some of the prineipal inhshitants During
‘the winter there were confined in the gnard-honse of Fort Oraw-
ford twe Winnehago Indians for some of their supposed dishonest
.aets; but what they were charged with, I do not o recollent.
At that time, s already mentioned, our mails from St Louis, the
Eest snd South came via Springfield to Galena, and tha poet-
muster ut Prairie du Chien sent to Galera for the mails of that
place and Fort Bnelling.  An order would frequently arrive by
-stenmboat conntermanding a previous order for the abandomment
-of the fort, bedfore the arrival of the first order by mail, and this
metter continuad during the mummer of 1826, and unt] October,
-when & positive order arrived directing the commandant of Fort
Crawlord to abapdon the fort, and proceed with the troops to Fort
‘Snelling; and if e could ne¢ proeure transportetion, to leave the
provisions, ammunition and fort in charge of sorne aitizen.

But z few days previcus to this order there had been sn alarm-
ing report cireulated, that the Winnebarors were going to attacl
Fort Crawford, and the commandant sat to work rapairing the old
fort, and making additional defences. Dhripg this time the posi-
tive order arrived, and the precipitanay with which the fort was
abandoned during the alarm—wres commumicated to the Indians
through the helf-breeds mesiding st or visiting the place, which
naturally mused the Winnebagoes to believe that the {rvops
‘bed fled through fear of them. The commandant took with him
to Fort Snelling the twe Winnehagneg oonfined in Fort Orawford,
leaving behind sorne provisions, and all the dawaged arms, mt.h
& brass swivel and a few wall piaces, in charps of John Marsh,
the then Sub-Agent at this place.

The Winnebsgoes, in. the fall of 1826, oltained from: the tradam
their neual eredit for goods, and went to their hunting grounds;
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but enrly in the winter s report became current among the
traders, that the Winnebagoes had hesrd g romor that the Amer
icana snd Faoglish were going to war in the spring: and hence they
were holding aounails to decide upon the course they should adopt,
hounting barely enough to obtzin what they wanted to subsiat uptm
in the mean time.

Mr. M. Brishois seid to me eaveral times during the winter,
that ha feared some cutrages from the Winnetagoes in the spring,
ap from all he aonld pather they were bent on war, which ¥ ought
to heve believed, as Mr. Briebois had been among thewm engaged
i trade over forty years, But I thought it impossible that the
Winnebagoes, surrounded as they were by Amerieans, and traopé
i the eoumtry, should for a moment eerisusly entertain such sn
idee. I suppoead it & false alarm, end gave myself very little oo
eaginess sbout it; but in the spring, when fhey returned from
their bunts, I found that they peid much worse than uenal, al-
thongh they ware not celabrated for much punctnglity or honesty
In paying their debta It was 2 general enstom with the traders,
when an Tedian paid his debts in the spring preity well, on his
leaving, to let him have a little ammunition, either as a present, ot
on eredit. A Winpebsgo by the name of Wah-nah-peck-ah, had taken
a oredit from me, and paid me but a small pari of it in the
epring; snd whem I reproached hive, he was disposed to be impu-
dent ebwout it; and when his party were shout going, he applied
to me am usual for ammunition for the sammer, and ingisted wpon
having somwe, but I told him if he had hehaved well, and paid me
hiz eredit better, that I would have given him some, but that be
had behaved so bad: that I would not give hiro eny, and he went
awey in a surly mood.

A mzn by the name of Methode, T think, a half-breed of some
of the tribes of the Worth, had arrived here, stmetime in the
sumaamer of 1826, with hiz wife, end, I think, five children;
sud, sometime in Marvsh of 1827, he went with kis femily
up the Tellow or Painted Rock Oreel, about twelve miles above
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the Prairie, on the Tows side of the Mississippi River, to make
pugar. The sugar season being over, and he not refurning, and
bearing nothing frow hing, a party of his friendz went to look for
him, and fonpd his eamp consurned, and himself, wife and chil-
dren buraed nearly to cinders, and sha st the time enciente.  They
were oo cricped and cindered that it was impossihle to determine
whether they had besn murdered amd then burnad, or wheiber
their camp had aceidentally eaught on fire and consumed them.
It was gemerally believed that the Winnebagoes had murdered
and burnt them, amd Red Bird was suzpected to have been eon-
corned in it; but T am wmore inelived to think, that if murdered
by Indizne, it was dome by some IFox war perty searching for
Sionz. :
It the speing of this wear, 1827, while a Chippewa chief called
Holein-the-Dey, with a part of his band, visited Fort Snelling on
buginess with the Government, and while nnder the gone of the
fort, & Sioux warrior shot ome of the Chippewss. The Sigux was
arreatsd by the troops, and oonfined in the puard-house. The
Chippewss requested Col. Spelling to deliver the Sdoux fo them,
to be deslt with after their manner; fo whbich he agreed, provided
they world give him & chanes to ron for s bfa T thiz they
seceded.  The Sioux was sent ontside of the fort, where the Chip-
pewas ‘were armed with tomahawks and war clubs. He was to be
allowed & fair stark, and at a sigmal started, and one of the swiftest
of the Chippewss srmed with a club and tomshawk after him, to
overtake and kill him if he esnld, whieh he soon sffected, a2 the
Ziour did oot run fast, and when overtaken made no resistance
The Wirnebagoes hearing & romor of this, got the news among
thern that the two Winnebagoes eonfined there hiad been exseuted,
During the summer of 1826, I built the first framed houss that
was erected iu Frairie du Chien. I sent mem to the Blask River;
and got the timber for the frame and the shingles, and had the
plank and boards sewed by hand, and beought them down to the
Preirvie.  But then I had no earpenter or joiner, there being none
at Prairie du Chien. I went on board of a2 keel boat that had
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landed, and enquired if there wos a carpenter and joiner on hoard,
on which a ragged, dirty looking man sald that he professed to be
such, and bhaving before seen quite as unprepossessing fellows
turn out mueh better than appearances indicated, T agreed with
him at $L.50 per day and beard. I built on the site near Fort
Crrawford, now ocenpled by whet is ealled the e¢mmanding offi-
cer’s honse. My honse was of the following desaription: a cellar-
Eitchen, 30 by 26 feet, with & frame on it of the same aize, twe
stories high, with a wing 16 by 20, on the south side, ¢me story,
which I usad for a retsil store.  There wes a hall thrugh the
south end of the two story part, the whole length of the house,
with stairs from the csllar-katehen up into the hall, and stairs from
the hall to the upper story. The north end of tha housa was di-
vided—the front part about 14 by 16 feet, fnte o patlor or sitting
room; g chimney in the oenter of the north end, sud a bed-room
in the back part about 14 feet square; & door leading from the
hall to the bed-rovm, snd one to the sitting-room, and a door by
the side of the chimney from the bed-room to the sitting-room,
and a door from the hall inte the wing or store.  This honee T af-
terwards sold to the Gowernment, with the land on which the fort
now stands. It was good enough for Gemeral Teylor and family
whila he commanded here; but as seon 8 Gensral Brocks was in
command, he ot an appropriation from Congress to repair the
hense, gand hed it all torn down except a part of the cellar wall, and
built the one which is there at present, at o cost of ahout $7,000.
During the spring of 1327, the reports about the Winnebagoes
bore rather e threatening aspeet; but, se I said befors, situeted as
they ware I did not belisve they would amowdt any depredations,
nder this belief, and having nrgemt businese in New York to
purchase my gooda, I startad for that city on the 25th of June;
it them took about six menthe to go and return.  Mine was the cnly
purely American, family of the Prairie, after the garrison left
There waa Thomsas Melair, who had married a Fronch pir] of the
Prairvie, aud John Marsh, the Sub Indian Agent, whe had no fam-
- ily, and theme were besides three or four Americans who had been
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discharged from the army., Withowt apprehension of danger from
tha Indians, I left my family, which ronsisted of Mrs, Leckwood,
snd her brother, & young man of between sixteen and seventeen
years of age, Who was clerk in charpe of the store, and a servant
girl belonging to one of the tribes of New York civilized Indians
eettled pear Green Hay.

I started to go by way of Green Bay sod the Lakes for New
York, n a boat up the Wisoonsin, and .down the Fox River
o Green Buy; themee in a vessel to Buffalo, and down the sanal
o Albeny, and themee by steamhboat to New York City. Ahout
4 o’dock in the afternoow of the first day’s journey up the Wis
eonein, I came fo an island where were sitting three Winnebagoes
mnoking, the oldest called Wah-nah-packsh, who had a credit
of me the fall previcus, and bad paid but little of it in the spring;
the other two waze young men not knvwn fo me by name.  They
had seme venison hanging on a pole and we stopped to purchase
it. Aa I stepped on shore, T discovered amr sppearsnos of cold
reserre nnvsval o Iadians in such meetings, end s I went up o
thar, I sald ‘bon four, the nsngl French salutation, which they
gemerally nnderstood; but Wah-nah-peck-ah said that he would
not say ‘bon jour, o me. Upon whick I took hold of his hand
and shook i, esking bim why he wonld not sey bon four to me?
He enquired what the news was. 1 told him I had no news. Hz
told me that the Winnebagnes confinad et Fort Smelling had
beer. killed, T assured him that it wee not true, that I bad seen a
person lately from that fort, who told me of the death of the Sioux,
but thet the Winnebagoes were alive. Hi then gave me to un-
derstand thet if such was the case, it was well; but if the Winna-
bagoes were killed, they would avemge it. I suceseded in
purchasing the vemison, giving them some powder in exchange,
and #5 T was shout to step on board of my beat, Wah-neh-peck-
sh wanted soma whiskey, konowing that we alweys earried some
for cur men. I directed one of the men to give them aach a drink,
which Wah-neh-peck-sh refused, and tsking up ki eup that he
had by him, Le showed by signs that he wanted it filled; and be-
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lieving that the Indiane were seeking some pretense for s quarrelk
43 an exzuse for deing mischief, I thought it most prudent under
the circumatances to exmply.

Thers were among the bosts’ crew some old soyageurs, well,
acqueinted with Tudisn manners and customs, who, from, the oon-
duct of these Indians, hecame glarmed. We, however, embarksd,.
wetching the Indians, each of whom steod on the bank with his-
g in his hand.  As it was late in the day, we procesded e feswr
miles up the river and eneamped for the nighte As soon as the-
boat left the isiand, the three Indians sach got into his henting:
canoe, and the two yourg Indiane ¢sme up on either side opposite-
the bow of the beat, and continued thus wp the river unt] we-
encamped, whils, Wah-nah-peck-ah kept four or five rods hehind.
the boat They encamped with ua and commencsd runping and.
pleying with the men on the sand beach; snd after a little, the
yourg Indiane propeced to go hunting deer by candle light, and:
ssked me 1o give then soms candles to humt with, whish I 4id,.
with some ammunition, and they promised to return with venison
in the moming. After they had gone, Wah-neh-peck-sh proposed
alzo to go hunting, and begmed scms candles end amromnition, but
renpined n camp over night  Moming came bat the young
Indiane did not reborn, and I sew no more of them. Inthe momn-
ing, after Wah-nsh-peck-sh bad begged scmething more, he-
etarted, pretending to go down the river, and went, an we supposed ;
bat about an hour efterward, as we were pessing on the right of
the npper end of the 1aland on which we had encamvped, I saw Wak-
nah-peck-gh coming up on the left.  He looked very surly, and wer
exchenged no words, but we were all satisfied that he was secking
some good opportunity to shoot me, and from the singular conduet
of the Indians, I and yuy men ware eonsiderably alarmed. But
about @ o’clock in the morning, meeting a band of Indiane from.
the Portage of Wisconsin, whe appeared to be glad to see me,
and said they wers going to Prairie du Chien, my fears with those-
of men were somewhat allayed. T wrote with my pencil a hasty
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line to my wifs, which the Indians promised to deliver, bui they
never did, s they did not go there,

This day, the 26th of June, we proceed np the Wisconsin with-
aut seeing any Indians unti]l we came near Prairie du Baie, when
an Indisn, alone in & hunting cings, came oot of some nook and
approached us. He was sullen, and we could get no talk ont of
bim., We lauded on Frairie du Baie, and he stopped also; end,
& faw moments thersafter, o vancs of Menomoneess arrvived from
Freirie du Chisn, bringing & brief note from John Marsh, saying
the Winnehagoes had murdered 2 man of mized French and nepro
Hood, named Rijeste (agmier, and Sclomon Lipeap, and for me,
for God's sake, to return. T immediately got into the canoe with
tha Menomoness, and dirested my men to proseed to the Portage
and if T did not overtake them, to go on fo Green Bay. I pro-
ceadad down the river with the Mencmonees, and when we had
descended io the neighborhood where we had fallan in with the
Indians the day before, we met Wabnsh-peck-ah ecoming up in
his hunting cance alone, having with him his twe guns. Ha em-
quired if T was going to the Praivie? I told him I was. He
thes told me that the whirkey at the Prairie was shut up, but did
o tell me of the morders, and ashed mwe that should be come to
the Prairie, whether I wounld let him bave some whiskey? T told
him T certaioly would, if he brought some furs, not wisbing then
to make any explanation, or to enter into eny argument with him.

Ahouk thia time, we heard back of an island, and on the south-
#rxx shove of the Wisconsin, the Winnebagoes singing their wer
songs and daneing, with which T was familiar: and so well aatis-
fied was T that Wah-nah-peck-ah was only seeking a favorable
opporhmty to shoot me, that if T had hed a gve where he met us,
I beliewe that I should have shot him, After talking with him,
the Menomoness moved down the river, and arrived at the mouth
of the Wiscomein abont dark, without sseing any more Winne
begoee. It was eo dark that the Menomomese thonght that we
bhad beter stop motll morning, and we accordingly erawled inte
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the beshes without a fire, and fought moaquoitoes all nipht, and
the pext morning, the 27th, procsedad to the Prairie. T went to
my house and found it vacant, and went to the old village whera
I found my family, and moet of the inhabitants of the Prairie, as
semibled at the houss of Jean Brunet, who kept & tavern. Mr
Brunet Liad o quantity of square fimber sbont him, end the peo-
ple proposed building breastworks with it.

I learned on my arrival at the Prairie, that on the preceding
dey, the 26th, Hed Bird (who, when dressed, slways wore & red
cood, and called himeslf English), went to my hounse, with two
other Indians, and entering the cellar-kitehen, lopded their puna
in the presence of the servant girl, and went up throvgh the hell
into Mra, Lockwood's bed-room, where she was sitting alone
The moment the Tndians entered her room, she believed they
aame to kill her, and immediately passed into and through the
perlor, snd erossed the hall inte the store to her brother, whera
ghe found Duneen Graham, whe had been in the country ahont
forty vears a5 3 trader, and wus kmown by all tke [ndians as =n
Englishman. He had been a capiain in the British Indisn De
pertment during the war of 1812, and 2 part of the time was
commandant at Proirie du Chien.  The Indisns followed Mra
Lockwood into the etors, and My, Graham by some means in-
dneed thean to leave the honse, _

They then prooceeded to MeNair's Coules, shout two miles from
the villape, at the lowsr end of Prairie du Chisn, where lived
Rijeste (Gagmier, =on of the noted Mary Awnn, herstofore men-
tioned + his wife was o mized blood of French and Sioux extrae-
tion, with two children; and living with him was an old dis
charped American poldier by the name of Bolomon Lipoap. The
‘Winnebapoes conmenoed 2 quarrel with Gagnier, and finally shob
him, T believe in the honse. Lipesp, st work hoeing in the gar
den near the house, they alao shot.  During the eonfusion, M.
Gagnier seized a gun, got out at a back window with her
bov about three vears old on her back, and proeceded to the ¥il-

11
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lage with the stertling news.  The eowardly Indizns follawed her
a part of the way, but dared not attack her. Om her arrival st
the village, a party went to the scove of mmrder, and found and
bwonght away the deed, and the danghter of Mr. Gagnier, sbout
ona year old whom the mother in her fright had forgotten. The
Indians bad scalped ber, and inflicded a setere wound in her
neck, end left her for dead, and had thrown her wnder the bed,
bmt she was found to be still alive.  She got well, and ariving at
womanbaod gat married, and has raised 2 family of children; she
is yet alive, and her eldeat daughter was but recently married.

The people had decided not to aeenpy the old fort, as 2 report
had been cireulated, thet the Indians bad said they intended to
burn it if the inhabitants should take refuge there. During the
day of the 27th, the people cecupied themselves in waking some
breast-works of the timber about Mr. Brunet's tavern peeting the
gwivel and wall pleces frean the fort, and the sondamned muskets
&nd repaiving them, and coneluded they would defend themselves,
each commanding, none eheying, but every one giving his opinien
freely.

About eunset one of the two keel-boats arvived that had a few
days previcusly gone to Fort Snelling with supplies for tha garri-
som, having on boavd a dead Indian, two dead mea of the arew,
and forr wounded. The dead and wornded of the crew wers in-
habitants of Prairie do Chien, who had shipped on the up-bound
trip. They reperted that they had beenr attacked the evening he
fore, about sumset, by the Winnebago Endians,®* near the mouth
of the Bad Axr River, and the boat recsived sbout five hundred
shots, jndging from the marks oo its bow and sides. The Indians

*Pr-Governor Reyoolds, of Illoods, in hls regent intaresting +olume of
hig Life ond Times, thus states the lmmadlate catge of this attesl and
which, If true, exhibits the boatmen snd vopepedrs 1o ne enviable light:
That somewhera above Prairle du Chien on thelr opward trip, they
stopped at a large camp of Winnebago Indiang, zave them Hquor Irsaly
snd got them drunk, when they forcad six or seven squaws, siupefied with
llquar, om hoard the howts, for corrupd ond Srulol purpeses, and kept them
during their voraze to Fort Suelling, &nd oo their peturn, When tha
Winnebngo Indiane became pober, and fally conscous of the injury doua
them, they musterad all thelr forces, amounting to geveral hundrad, and
attacked the foremost of the despending boats in which thair squaws wers
copfined. L.C D
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were moatiy on an island oo the west of the chamnal, near to which
the boat had to pess, end the wind Wewing sirong from the mat,
drifted the beat towards the shore, whera the Indians weve, a5 the
steering-oar hed been abandened by the steersman. During this
tme, twe of the Indisns smeceeded in geiting on board of the
toat.  Cone of them mounted the roof, end fived in from the fore
part; but he was soon chot, and fell off into the river, The other
Indian tock the steering-oer, and endeavored to steer the boat to
the island. e was slso shot, and bronght down, in the oat where
ha fell, Thuring all thiz time the Indians kept up a hot five.  The
boat wae fast drifting towards a sand-bar near the shore, and they
wonld all have been murdered had it not besn for the brave, resa-
lote oomduet of an old sailor on beard, csglled Savey Jack (his
surname I do not remember), who, during the bottest of the fire,
jumped over et the bov, and pushed the best off, and where he
must have stood, the boat was literally -covered with ball marks,
go that his eseape seemed p mirscle®  They sleo reported that
early the day Lefore the attack, they wers lashed tor the other Toat
drifting, and that they hed grounded on g sand-ber and separated,
since which time they had not ssen or hesrd anyihing of the
other boat, and thought, probably that it had fallen into the hands
of the Indians.

This created an additional glarm among the inhebitants. The
same evening my boat returned, the wen becoming toe much
alarmed to proceed.  That night sentinels were posted by the in-
hakhitants within the bresst-works, whe saw, in imegination, & grear
meny Indians prowling about in the darkness; and in the mern-
ing there was a grest variety of opinion, as to what was the best to
be done for tha safety of the place, and appearancss betolened a
grest dea) of unensiness in the minds of all classes.

*3ov. Hevnoldy adds, that Zauey Jack, as he waa called, was & galler
by profassion om the lakes and cesan, and had besn In many betiles with
the British Aduring tha War of 18I2-15; he wae large apd stromz, and
poateagad tha courepe of an African lHon, and gaizing e plece of the setiing
gofe of the boat which was ebout four feet long, and bad on the end &
plece of irom, which meade It & more weighty apd Cormldable weapom, he
weed it with preat effect when the Indlsns attempted to board tha bost
knocking them back lnte the yivar as fark sa they appraached, Such an

inelanes of slgra]l bearaiem §s anough to rendsy any man famods, and we
should he glad to learp maore of Sauecy Jack's history. L. & L.
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(m the morning of the 28th, I slept rather late, owing to the
fatigue of the preceding day. My brotherinlaw awakened me,
ard told me the people had got inte some difficulty, and that they
wished me to eome out, and see if I conld not seftle it I went
ont on the gallery, and enguired what the diffieulty was; and
board the various plans and projeets of defence proposed by
different persoms. Some objedtad to staying in the village, and
protecting the property of the villagers, while theirs, cutside the
villsgre, was equally exposed to the pillage of the Indians. Others
were for Temaining awd fortifying where they were, and others
gtill urged the repeiring of the old fort.  As the eminenee on
which my honse stood overlocked the most of the Prairie, some
wers for soncentrating our peopla there, and fortifying it After
hearing these different projeets, I addressed them semething as
follows:  “As to your fortifying my hovse, you can do so, if 1% 1s
thought best, but I do not wizh you to go thers to protect if; E
bave apandoned it, amd if the Fndians burn it, so be it; but there
it cne thing, if we intend to protect onmelves from the Indiana,
. we must keep together and some one must cormmand.”

Soma one then nominated me aa eommander, but T said, “Neo, I
© would net attempt to ewnmand yon, but here is Thomas Mo air,
who holds from the governor 2 oommission of captain over the
militia of this plees, and hes a right to tommand; if youn will
agree to obey him impliaitly, T will set the example of obediense
tor his orders, amd will, in that case, furnish you with posrder znd
lead 3o long as you want to sheot (I being the only person heving
thoge articles in the place} ; but unless you agree to ohey MeNair,
I will put my family and goods into my boats and po down the
river, a5 I will not visk myself with u mob, uwnder no control.”-—
Upon this they immediately 2greed to adknowledge Mr. MoNair
#3 comznander, and I was satisfied that he wonld take advies up-
on all memeures undertaken. Joszeph Brishois wus lientemant, and
Jean Brunet was ensign, both duly commisionsd by the gover-
not.  Captain McNair ordered a move of all the familice, roods,
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with the old guns, to the fort, and it was near sumset before we
bad all got moved there,
~ Ahout that time we diseovered the diff of the other keel-hoat
comning around the point of sn island near Yellow River, about
three miles distant; but we could not dissover whether they were
white men or Indians in the csnoe, and of course it created an
alarmn, but in a few moments thereafter, the keel-boat hove in
sight, and the alarm ceased. It soon arrived, reporting that they
had received a few shots in passing the places where the other
Doat had been attacked, but had received no injury. On this boat
Joseph Bnelling, som of Col Snslling, returned to Frairie du
Chiers. Joseph Snelling aod myself acted as supernomeraries
under Captain MeNair The govornment of Fort Crawford was
conduated by a eouncil of the Gaptain and those whe acted under
him. It was immedintely resolved to repair the old fort as well
a5 poszibla for defence, and the fort and Blode-hovse were put in
23 good order as circumstances and materials would admit.  Dirt
wan threwn up two or three feet high arcund the bottom Ilogs
of the fort, which were rotten and dry, and would easily iguiie
Joseph Snelling was put in command of one of the block-housen,
and Jearr Brunet of the other, with a few picked men in each,
who were trained to the uae of the ewivel and wall pieces that
were found and mounted thereen; and & numbar of barrels were
placed aronnd the querter= filled with water, with orders in case
of an atiack to cover the roof of the huildings with blankets, &e.,
end to k2ep them, wet.  All the blackemithe were pnt in requisi-
tion to repair the gonderned munskets found in the fort, and mus-
tering our fores, wo found of men and women about ninety that
could handle a musket In case of an attack,

The next day efter taking possescion of the fort, J. B. Loyer,
an old voyageuwr, was engaged to cross the Mississippd and go bask
througk the conntry, now the State of Tows, 44 Inform (ol Snel-
ling, commanding Fort Smelling, of our sitmation. TFor this ser
viea Loyer was promised fifty dollers, and furmished with a borse
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to ride and provisions, and Drunean Grahem was engaged to ac
eompany him, for which he wag to receive twenty dollars, pro-
vislons and a horse to ride; and for these payments, I besame
personally responaible.

Grovernor Chss, who had some to Butte des Morts, on the Fox
River, to hold & treaty with the Winnebagoes, learning from ru-
mor that there wes dissatisfaetion among them, started in his
canoe, ang arrived at Prairie duo Chien on the morning of the
fourth of Julr. He ordered the company of militia into the ser-
vies of the United Srtates, and appointed me quarterwnaster and
commissary, with the request that T would vse my own funds for
the supply of the department, and that he would see it refunded ;
and, furthermore, assumed the debt for ammunition and provis
ions already advanced, and also the expenses of the express o
Fort Smellivg, and directed we to Isane to the troops & keel-loat
load of flonr, that T had previously ressipted for to one of the agents
of the contractors for Fort Snelling, who feared to go farther
with it.

After thess arrangetents had been made, Gov. Cass proceedad
in hia eanee to Galens, #nd raised a volunteer conpany under the
late Col. Abner Fields ag capéain, and assigned him- the command
of Fort Crawford. Lientenant Martin Thomas of the U. 8. ordi-
uance departwent, and them stationed &t the arsenal near St
Loais, who happened tv be at Galena, caree np and mustersd the
two eotpanies of the militia into tha service of the Tuited Siatea;
and montrastad with Phineas Black, of the village of Louisiana,
in Missouri, whon he found at Galens, for o quanrity of pork
whiah was sent wp by the boat that brovght the voluntear aom-
pany. Gov. Cass proceeded from Gelens to St Louis to confer
with General Atkinson, then in command of Jefferson Barracks,
-and of the western: military department. This resnlted in Gen.
Atkinson"s moving up the Mississippi with the dispoeable force
under his command at Jefferson Barraeks. During this time, Col.
iBnelling come down the Missiasippd, with twoe companies of the
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fifth regiment of U. 3. Infantry, and assumed the command of
Fort Crawford, and soon after dischorged the Galena wolunteer
eonnpany, as they could not well be brought under military discl-
pline.  But the Preirie du Chien company was retained in service
until some ime in the month of August, for which serviee, through
ther fault of some one, they never received any pay.

During this tims General Atkinsen arvived with the troops
from Jeffarson Barracks, having on his way up dispetehed a vol-
unteer foree under General Dodge from Galens, to proceed by
land tp the Portage of Wisconsin. When Genernl Atkinson
with grest diffienlir, owing to the low state of tha water {n the
Wiseonsin, arrived ai the Portage, be met old gray-hesdsd Day-
konray with his band, who finding himsel? surrounded by the
volnntesrs In the rear, and General Atkinson's fome of regulare
in fromt, and a cowpany of volunteers from Green Bay, concluded
to disalaime sny unfriendly feelines towards the Tnited States, snd
dissvowed any conmection with the manrders on the Mississippi.
(en, Atkinson, on these assurances of Day-kav-ray, returned, but
ordered the cempation of Fort Crawford by twe companies of
troops. Notwithstanding these murders of our citizens and move-
ments of troope, the wise men at Weshington, with abont as mnch
judgmant ae they generally deeids upon Indian affairs, deecided
that this was not an Indian war,

After the people had taken possession of the fort, and before
the arrival of CGremeral Cass, Indians were seen in the village, and
o guard wa2 sent omt to take them and bring them: to the fort
They made no resiztance, but surrendered themsslves, and were
brought to the guard-honse. Omne proved to be the famovs Hed
Bird, whe headed the pary that murdered (Gagnier and Lipep;
gnother was Wah-negh-peck-ah, the Indisn I had met up the Wis
pongin River, and whose conduet had ao much slanoed e and my
weh ; the other was & young Tondian whose name I do net recol-
lect. There being ne charge of crime againet Wah-nah-peck-ak
aud the young Indien, after the United States troops were zte
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tioned at Fort Crawford, they were discherged; and Red Bird
was Teteined in the guard-house, where he died before he was
tried for the murder of Gagnier and Lipeap.

The first Sunday-school established in the plaee was by my first
wife, Mrs, Julianna Lockwood. Mrs. Lockwood was raised among
the Presbhrterians or Congregationaliste of New Ingland, and
anrly imghibed the strong prejudicss of those people apainst the
Roman Catbolics, hut afterwards, having lived in Caneds two or
thtee yesrs, and having hecome intimately acquainted with sev-
erel ladies of thatfaith, who were apparently good, picus peaple,
ghe concluded thet there ware good and bed among all sects or
demominstions calling themselves Christiang, and bher enrly prejo-
dioes in a great measure wore off. We were married in the spme
mer of tha year 1824, and came to Prairie du Chien in the an-
tumn.  There was not at that time any chureh or mesting to
steend on Bunday. Even the Roman Catholies had a priest visit
thern only pocsionally, and Mrs. Lodkwood having been acous-
tomed to see the children collected] in Sunday-sehools, and seeing
5 large nymber playing about the atreets on the Sabbath, con-
sludad it wonld be doing them a good service to gather them into
a Bunday-=school, and proposed to Miss Orawford, a young lady
raised In the place, who gpoke English and French flnently, and-
whe had a good common edusation, te sssist her.  To this she
sgreed at omoe, and they inflnenced Di. Edwin James,* sprgeon
of the 1. 5, zomy, then stationed at Fort Crawford, and John H.
Kinzie, BEaq., formerly of Chicago, then quité o young man, in
the employment of the American Fur Company at Prairie do
Chien, to p=sist them. They collectad the children snd oom-
memcedl their school in the spring of 1825, and continued it untdl
the winter following, but not without oppogition.  As this measure
did not oripinate with Mr. Relette, he felt bound to oppose it
He took whet be thounght would be the most affectual mode of

*Dr. James accompanied Maj Yong's erpedifion to the Hooky Muu.n-
teing of 181%-20, of which he wrote a Marrativa, publichsd 1 1283,
thres woluwmmes; and, in 1880, appeaTed Tanoer 2 ]n&ian Narrative, of whir.h

ke wus the editor. LoD
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suppressing it, by going to tha mothers of the children who at-
tonded the school, and representing to them that it was the design
1 meke Protestants of the children, To coupteract Mr. Rolette,
they introduced and taupht the children the Rewan Catholie oat-
echism, finding nothing {o their minds very ohjectiomable in it;
end, as T said before, they continued their zchogl until winter,
during which time Dr. James was orderad to some other post. In
the spring of 1828, my wife and myself went to New York; Miss
Crawiord aeccompanied ue as far as Maclonaw, where she e
mained until she was merried. Mr. Kinzie went also to Macki-
naw, during which time he received an appointment in the Indian
department under Gow. Cass, and went to Detroit to rezide.  The
Sundag-school was not again resumed, nor was one again atfarapt-
ed 1n the place until ahout 1830, when ithe members of the dif-
forent reliplons demominations united in forming the Tnion
Sunday-school. This continued a few yewrs, until the Methodists
hecoming by far the most numerons class, assumed the mansge-
ment of it, sines whish time they heve slaimed i as a2 Mathodiet
Sunday-sehool, '

When, the fifth regiment of 7. 8. Infantry came into the country
in 1818, and established their head-quarters ai the mouth of the
34 Petar’s Hiver, they bronght with them a man by the name of
John Marzh, & graduate of some Fastern. eollege, as teacher of the
post echool at hesd-quarters. He appeared to bawe great fond-
ness for the Sicux Indians, end wes endowaed with the fasulty of
acquiring languages with great fecility; be soon learned the Bieux
lenguage, 5o that he spoke it with as great case as they did them-
gelves.  Getting tived of teaching an srmy sehool, he came down
{0 Proiria do (thien in 1828, and went over to0 Grem Bay, and
either went to Detroit, or somewhers et Gov. Cass, who was
manch interested in gedting Indian ieformation, traditions, aneo
dotes, tales, &ee e employed Marsh by the month for that por-
pose, and proenred for him the appointment of Sub-Indian Agemt
at Prairie dn Chien, and sppointed him Justios of the Peace for
the county of Crawiford.
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Some of his decisione were almost equal to those of Judge
Reswrne of Green Bay., e wap in the preetice of taking notes
for collsctivn, and issning process on themy Some parson zant
him a note to collect from Green Bay againet Benjamin Roy.
Now there were two men in the country of that name, ona resided
st the Portage of Wisconsin, and the other-was in the emplay of
tha Amepican Fur Company at Prairie dw Chien  Neither of
them eould write his name. The noie was signed with a maxk,
and witneszed by & man who wavote bie name, end the witness had
gone into the Black River country to winter. Marsh, believing
that the Roy thet was here was the man, issued process and had him
brought before hiwm, hut ke denied any knowledge of the note;
but Alarsh, satisfied that he wag the person who gave it, rendered
judgmeni againat him for the amount, snd said he would seamine
the witness when he came down in the spring.  Col. Dousman
hearing of thia decision, went to Marsh snd told him that if he
procceded any farther in the case, he woald raport him to Gov.
Crsa. That endad the proceeding.

In 1830, o party of Sauks and Foxes killed some Sioux, on
or about the hesd-waters of Red Cedar River, in the now State of
Iowa; and, the same sesson, 8 band of ¥ox Indizms, who resided
shout where Thabugque now is had oocrmsion to visit Prairie du
Chien om business with the Agent, whom ther had previonsly in-
formed that they wonld arvive on 4 certain day.  An Indian named
the Eeitle waa their chief. It was penerally believed that John
Mareh gave the Sloux information of the eoming of the Foxes,
and of the time they were expeated ; and on the morning of the
duy appainted for the arrivel of the Foxes at Prairie du Chien, 2
small war party of young Sjoux made their appearance here, and
jeined by » few of the Menomonee yonng men, prooceeded
down the Mississippi to the lower eud of the Prairie du Pler-
resnx, soroe twelva or ffteen miles below: Plrairie du Chien, where
a narrow channel of the Missisaippi vune clows to that end of the
prairie, fringed with small trees, bushes and grass. They knew
the evatom of the Indinns in going ap stream to avail thernselves
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of all such side chanpels, ss there was less ¢urrent in them than
in the broad river; and secrsting themselves among the bushes,
. trees and grasa, awaited their nnenspecting vickima. When the
Foxes came within peint blank shot, they all fired upon them,
killing their chief Kettle and several others. The Foxes finding
their chief killed, retnrmed dowm the river ta carry the news of their
misfortunes to the tribe, while the Siovx snd Menorwnees returned
home with the tidings of their vietory, snd to dance over it
Ther passed through Prairie du Chien, and remsined a shert Hiwe
here, bui for some unagcountebls reason, no notlee whatever was
takew of it.

The signs of several war parties of the Foxes were reported to
have been seen oB the opposits side of the river during the year;
but they effected nothing until sgmetime, I think, in June, 1831,
when a considerable number of Menomonees had collected at
Prairie dn Chien, and ecncamped on an island nesr the sastern
shore of the Mississippi, shout one-fonrth of o mile from the old
Fort Crrawford. They kad ohtained whiskey enough for all to gat so-
cigliy drunk wpon—and it is rare to find a Menomones whe will
net gel drunk when e has g chanes; and they had carried their
revels far into the night, vntil men, women and children were beast-
Ty drunk.  Ahout two hours before day, a Fox war party, that had
been watohing their movements, fell upon them in that helplesa
etate, and killed about thivty of them. By thia time, some of the
more sober of thesy were aronsed, and commenced firing upon the
Foxes, whe fled down the river, pursned 2 shorti distance by the
“Menomonses,

Thomas F. Buroett, the Sub-Indian Agent, was sleeping with
e In my store, and it being very warm weather, we had made a
‘bed of blankets on the eounier, when about two howrs before day-
light, we wers awakened hy the arfes of & Menomonse woman st
the store door.  We leg her in, when she told us of the disaster
to tha Menomoness.  Mr. Burnett took my herse and went to
inform General Stireet, the Indian Agent, who lived about four
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miles above this, and whe arrived about day-light, end gave the
firat information to the fort.  Although there hed been o great
firing of gons and hellooing among the Indisps, the sentinels had
reported nothing of it to the officers; but on hesning of the affair,
the comrmendant immediately dispatehed a company of men in
hoats after the Foxas, but they did nof overtake them. The Gow-
ermment demanded of the Seuks to deliver up the perpétrators of
thiz dead. The Foxe: Bed to the Sauks, and their chief, Eattle,
being dead, they remained amomg and amalgamated with them,
and have not singe comtinued e separate netion: or tribe. 1 have
always believed this to be the origin of the Black Hawk war—
Thers were, I suppose, otber canses of diseomtent, bmt 1 believe
that this trensastion was the immediste canse of the movements
of Black Hawk.

In 1830, the present Fort Crawford was eommenced, and, in
1831, it was cecupled with a part of the troops, learing the sick
iv the old licepital, and the surgeon in the old fort The fort, I
think, was finished in 188%. In 13331, the authorities of Crawford
nounty ecmeluded to build a eourt house and jail, and commmenced
raiging funda by increasing the taxes; and, in 1886, conatroctad a
ptome boilding of soficient size to have o the grovnd fleor &
room ench for eriminals and debtors, and two rooms for the jailer,
with & esurt room and two jury rooms on the second floce. The
taxable inhebitants them in the county were comfined to the
Prairie. We wers then attached to Michigan Territory, and so well
wern our connty affairs menaged, that the taxes were not ralsed
more than five mills on a dollar to pay for this improvement; and
this was the first. conrt house erected in Wissonsin

Sometime in 1827 or 1828, the Chief Justire of the ecoumty and
one of the Associate Justices having removed awny, I presume
applisation was made o Governor Cass—I do not know bow it
waz, a3 I was abeent from the last of July, 1827, to the summer
ef 1829; and Joseph Holette was appointed Obief Justies, and
Jean Brunet, Assceiate Justice, When Thomas P. Burnett ar-
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rived here, in 1830, he found the court so differsnt from what he
had been aceustomed o, that he at once decided that he conid
not prectice before one organized &5 omrs then was, and meds rep-
resentations of their proceedings to the Governor, reporting some
decizions, and eending a petition requesting their removal, and
the appointment of Genersl Joseph M. Street* ns Chisf Jus-
tice, and myself and Hercules T. Donsman ps Aseociates. Thees
removals snd appoiniments were accordingly mede.  Mr. Michas!
Brishada, the other Associate Judge, became blind in 1829, and, I
believe, died in 1837, and br bis =om, at his request, was boried
om 4 preminent blufl back of Prairie du Chisn,

Juaeph Rolette, of whom I have se often spolen, was a Clana-
diar by birth, of French extraction, and an edneated man, He
told me he was eduested for the Toman Catholie chureh, but not
liking the profeesion, he quit it and served s mgular apprenticee
ship to mercantile business, and, abont the vear 1804, came to
Prairie du Chien in business conpection with Mr, Camercn,t an
old Indien trader who uvsually resided at Lacqni-Parle on the
St Peter’s River. Mr. Rolette superintended the hbusinesa at
the Prairie, and kept the books of the concern; wintering aoea-
sionally at, and in the vicinity of Lake Pepin, and retuming to
Prairvia du Chien early in the spring, to teke adwantage of the
spring trade of the Indians +isiting heren Mi Rolotte was an
active merchant snd trader, and I suppose would be called a
clever merchant ; that is, he was aetive in taking erery advantage
of hie neighbor for meking money, without regard to the moral-
ity of the transwetion. Alhough he was active in husiness, and

*Gen, 8treet migrated from REishmond, Va, in the winter of 18045048,
to Frenkfort. Ky, where he soon angeged 1o the publicstion of the Weal
#rs World, and for several Fesrs took a comspicucus pert o the aladiatoe-
rial feld of Eeninchy poiftica Appolmied, fo 1526, to the Indian Agency
Al Prafrie du Chiem he wag thara during the Blssk Hawk War, and that
captnred chlef was sprrendersd to him by One-Fyad Tar-Han-ray and
party; and he disd op the e Molnes River, Towa, while Agont for the
Bauka and Foxes, May Stk 1E20, st abowt the age of slety Fears,

L. & D
fFrom the Annelx of the Minvesota Historloal Saciety, we learn that
Cammeron hed his tradlog post towards the sourcea of the Minnesasta; that
ke was a shrewd and daring Scotchman, apd dled 1o 1811;. and the spot
whers he waa buried, on the Upper Minpseoty, 13 konovwn to this day ax
Cameton's Frave. Murdech Camersn Istt behigd blm a zame of wuch
ealebrity In the Nerth-West, L.C D
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nsed every exertion to make momeF, it was not with the miserly
disposition of hearding it, for he was equally libernl in seattering
it. Among many bad qualities of a citizen, Mr. Rolette yet pos-
seseed many redeeming traite.  He was hospitable and generous,
snd liberal to the poor, and where 2 man had met with loss by
acoident, he waz generslly omeof the first to afford relief; and,
for an Indian trader, he had consideralle enterprise for the pros-
perity sud imprevement of the country. I believe that he intre-
dueed the first ewine into the ecuntry, bnt arm not sure thst such
is the faet; I know that he introdueed the first sheep, and that he
was nutell imposed on in #a purchase. He barpained with an
Aunerican below thia on the Mississippi, to deliver him a certain
numler of ewes at the Prairie. The man brought the number of
sheep, and told him they were acoording to contract, and Mr. Re-
lette, knowing very little about sheep, counted them snd directed
hin man to take them to his famu, and pay for them agreeabla to
eomtract, and after a while sune ome examined them, and found
that inatead of ewes, they were nearly all wethers.

‘Abont 1340, a man by the name of Manhan, who was a tan-
ner amd eurrier, eams to this place, and proposed to set up his
boginess here, but not having the necesmary means, Mre Roletle
advanced thani to buw: bt it tormed ont a4 poor adventure. I
met here relata on aneodota of Ralette.  His ambition was al-
waves to he ahead of me in evervthing, 1 think that scrme tme
in 1828, T mentionzd to some perscm that I thoupht a distillery
would do well at the Prairie, and that T wosld introdnce soms
rye; and if I eould indnee the Freneh to raise it on the front of
their farms that were sandy, I would build a distillery, but wished
to pet the rye growing first. Mr. Rolette, hearing of my sug
restion, eoneluded at emos that ha would build a distillary: and
in going to Mackinaw, be fell in with & man be the name of Gur-
tin, who had besn 3 eaptain in the army, and had heen cashiered
br conrt-martial, and being withoot means of support, was ready
for almost anything. He persuaded Mr. Rolette that he was a
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sclentific man and eonld do abmoat anything, and espeeially was
well acquainted with distilling, Mr. Rolette engaged hiro, and
brought kim to the Prairie, in 1824; but as the distillery was
not yet Luilt, My, Rolette smploved him ss & teasher in his
family, for which he waz very well qualified. During this time
Mr. Holette crdered and received the coppers snd ofher appara-
tnz for hia distillery, For some reason, the bnilding of the diafil-
lery was delayed mutil the epring of 1328, when & man hy the
name of (izsson, 4 Canadian by birth, clerk of our cirenit eourt,
and fond of v joke, told Mr. Rolette one day, that I had said that
T would make him build & distillery ; that I bad only to say that I
wae going to build one, and he would be certain to immedistely do
s0. It was Dot troe that 1 had ever said so to Giassen, but Mr
Bolette soon after zent his coppers and other apparatus to St. Lonis,
and nothing more was Leard of the distillery.

It was so well vnderstood that Mr. Rolstte would oppose any
measure that ha did not introduoe, that when I wished to carry
ot any object without oppoesition, thai T considered for the public
god, T would get some person to go to Mr Rolette and tell him
that I was going to introduce such 2 measare, and I wowld soom
after hear that Mo Rolette was going to do the sama thing, 1
would of conrse seeond him and we would get along without any
diffenlty, M. Rolette was evidently the first man of this Littls
village when he cama to the country, and some may say that in
ropresenting his foibles, T have malicicnsly taken adventaze of
him, as he canuot now snswer for himsell. Aa we were for sev-
gral years opposing candidates for the rank aml consideration of
the frst man of cur litie village, and were vival Indian traders,
I have introduced onr respective names only when necessery o
elucidate the events in the histary of the resion of Prairie duo
Chien.

Col. Herenles L. Twmsman came to the Prairie in the antomn
of 1327, in the empley of the American Fur Company, and has
sver since steadily pursued what he appeared to have most teste
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for, the aconmulation of wealth, until et this time he is considered
very woalthy.

" In spesking of the early settlers, snd their marriage comnec
tions, I should perhaps explain a little.  Ya the abeence of reli-
gions inshuctions, and it hecoming so common o see the Indians
usa 20 little coramony abont marriage, the ides of a verbel ma-
trimonial contraet beeame familiar to the sarly French sattlors,
and they genernlly believed tbat such # contract of marriage was
valid without any other ceremony. Many of the women, marzied
in this sway, believad, in their simplicity and ignorence, that they
werg a2 Jawiully the wives of the men they lived with, as though
they had beenr married with all the ceremony and sclemnity pos-
eible. A woman of Prairie du Chien, respoctable in her class,
told me that she wes attending a bell in the place, and that a
trader, who resided on the Lower Misaisainpi, had his cance loaded
1o legve a9 soon ag the ball was over, proposed to marry ber; and
38 he was a tmader and ranked above her, she was pleased with
the offer, and a3 hia cance was in waiting, he wonld not delay for
forther ceremony. She stepped from the ball-room on board his
canve, and went with him down the Mississippi, and they lived
topetber three or foor years, and she had two children Ty him.
She agsured me that she then believed herself as much the wife
of this man as if ehe had been married with all the ceremony of
the most eivilized communities, and was not eonvinced to the con-
trary, until he unfeslingly ahandoned her and married another;
end from her manner of relating it, T believed her sincere.

In 1518, at the time of my advent to Wisconsin, the Menomo-
neca inhabited the ammtry shout (Greem Bay, and their women
nocazionally married 'Winnebagoes, but not often. The Menomo-
. hees arp 3 gquiet and peacefn] race, well disposed, and have al-
ways, ainoe their noquaintance, been friendly to the whites Tomah,
tha asting chief of the nation, was hkirhlr spokem of by all the
teaders ns & grest and good man. Tt was relsted to me by some
of the traders at that period, I believe it was Judge Lawe, that af
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the time of the peneral combination of the Indians nnder Pontiae,
in 17463, for tha destruetion of all Englieh in the weatern
eountry, the Menomonees under their Chief Tomah, went to the
officer in command of the British fort at Green Bay, conaisting of
about twenty men, and informed him of the plot for their destrue
tion, in commeon with cther garrizonz, but if he would abandon
the fort, and ke and lns men surrender np their arms that he, To
mah, and his people would eonduct them safely to Montreal The
officers and men. yielded np their arms to Tomah, sxcept Sergeans
Nobles, who declared that he would never surrender his gun to
an Indian, and was finally allywed to retain it.  All were safely
tonveyed in cancés to Montreal; and Sergesnt Nobles, for his
fearless conduct, though he conld net be prometed, having a fam-
ily, was favore] with a discharge, and engaging in his trade
of a shoemaker, eventnally beeame wealthy. But as I zee no
special mention made of it in Lieutenant Gérrell’s Jourmal of
those times, published in the first volume of Collections of the
Wiscansin Historleal Bociety, I conclude there must be some
mistgke abont it.*

The principal villages of the Winnebagoes were st the lower
and upper end of the lake of that name, with an ceeasional lodge
along the Fox River. At the sesson that traders penernlly passad
the Portage of Wisconsin, they would find old grey headed Day-

*This traditlon, jndeglng from Gorrell's Jourmal aod Farkman's Bistery
of the Conspiracy of Pontfae, cannot be regarded an raliahle. It is cartain
thet Ligut, Gorrell apd hie mes made 0o ouresader of themes|van or aroms,
and that the Menomopess and others, conductad thetm bto the village of
L*Arbre Crochs, in the raglow of MacHinaw, whencs the Menomoness re-
turned to Green Bay, But this traditlon ssrvase to eonfivm ue 1n ihe beliel,
thet Tomeh or Carrvon was much older then represenisd by the inRaripiicon
on hig tomh sbona, and that he wes & man of consequence during the bor-
der wars of 1766 to 1783, In Gorrell’s Journal, referring to the evants of
15th May, 1748, he speake thua: “The Chiefa [of the Monomoness] wars
much dispieased at Jarroy'a gettlng a preaent trom Mr. Coddard of a fAna
wuit of ambroldered clothes, Thiz Oarroy was much thought of by tha
French" Thiz refers gudoubtedly to the nmable Tomeh or Careon; and
we hope hereafter to be akble to prapara, for vome fatere volume of the So-
cietr's Collertlons, & wore extended nad detalled assomnt of his Hia and
¢hemcter than has vel el given. What was recoTdsd of him in our lask
year's Report and Collasctlons, exeltad ganaral intersst In the history of
this brave and genamus chisf Hisa nohlenesa and geperveity of character
reflect rea!l honmar ¢n the Indlan racs, and on the Menomonees sepecielly;
and it shonld be the pride and pleasure of our Eistorical Soclstiy to spara
no paite by saarch ont and garner ap avery lact ezxtant, [llustratlva of tha
carser of ap troly great aod worthy & Wisconsin chictiabn, L D

2
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Hau-ray at the portage with his band.  Their villape war a
short distance from there np the Wisconsin, and the Winnebagoes
had villagez np the Manols [#] and on the Barahoeo rivers, and
peversl small ones along down the Wiseonsin to remr its mouwth.
They were estimated at that time by the traders best zoguainted
with them, t0 bs ebout nine hundred warriors strong. Of the
Day-Kav-rays, there were four or five brethers, who were sll
influential men in the nation, and I knew ome sister whe had a

family of children by a trader named Leenyer, whe had married
Ler after the Indian manmer, Tradition says that their father was
a Franch trader, who during the time the Freneh had possession
of the country, married a Winnebago womsn, the danghter of the
principal chief of the nation, By whom be had these sons and
daughter; that at the time the eountry wes taken possession of
by the Emglieh, he abandoned them, and they were raised among
the Indians, and being the dsscendantz of a chief on the mother's
side, when arrived at manhood they asemmed the dignity of their
rank by inheritance.  They were generally good Indians, and fre-
quently nrged their claims {o the friendship of the whites, by say-
ing they wore themaalves half white *

I suppose that having been so long among the Indizns, it will
be expected that T should give some scconnt of their mannem,
customs, religions ceremonies, & : but of the Indiana whe in-
habit Wisconsin, I can say very little. The Indisns who visit a
trading poat lile Prairie dn Chien, sre generally seen in their
worst state, and 1 always had such a dislibs to the Winnebagoos,
that I newer songht to learn their langnage, or wuch of their cue-
toras or ceremonies.  The Tndiama with whom I am moest familiar
are the Sioux, with whom I apent threa winters in their own
country, where I saw many Indiens who had never seen any

*Mra Kingla opporera the 1des, that they boastsd of a remots sross of
French blood in gome former generation; that they possesged Temarkably
handseme features, and their mother waa living ag late az 1851, them mip-
pesed bo be ovor coe hundred years of age.  Mra. Kipzle deslgnaies ane of
the Dey-Fau-rays a8 a “grand old chiel"—the game dowhtless, menticnmd
By Judge Laockwood; and another, bhis wary antipades, was not inappraprl-
ataly called Raseql Dar-Kau-Ray; and the OpeBKyai Day-Hao-Ray was

distingsished for the part he took 1o the captars of Black, H!-wh:.h o b
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white men, except oceasionally s trader, But none of the Sioux
have ever resided within the limita of our State, altbough they
wize at one time ineluded within the Territory of Wisconain,
when what is now Iows and Minnesots formed a part of that Ter-
ritory, Of them T will endeavor to give some account.

And, firstly, of their marriages. When 5 young Indian desires
te marry, he invites his reletives, who are negr o in camyp, o a
fenst, and informs them that he wishes a ceriaiz giz) for his wife.
If they ave in favor of the mateh, they immediately collent goods
and suitable anticles for a present to the relations of tha desired
one. Ome gives a gun, another o blanket, and another a kettle or
‘horee, &5 they may happen to poesess at the time. When the l-
lection iz completed, some of the relatives carry the presents to
the lodge of the father of the young woman ; one of them express-
ing in song the object for whieh they are intended, and leave the
things at the door and retire.  If the father ja favorably disposed to
the match, ha invites all his relatives that are near to a feast, and
when assemmbled, if they emmelnde to give the girl in marmiags to
the young man, each takes of the articles such as he can return in
kind ; for inztance, if one can return a pun, horse, kettle, blanket
or other articles, he takes euch an article; end presents in thie
way ery made up by the relativen of the desired bride, generally
of the rame kind of articles they have received, and taken, -
gether with herself, to the lodge of the yormg man with singing,
fo.  After which she retnrne again o0 the lodgs of her father,
whers they usually reside, the son-in-law hunting for the father-
inaw until about the tirne the oldest child can walk, after whick
be generally gets o lodge for himself. A small apartment 1= par-
titionad off in the ledge of the fatherin-law for the young couple.
The young man genetally during the dey is ot hunting, and
seldoan, visita the lodge of his brida until the others have gone to
sleep, when he erawls info the lodge.  There is no familisrity be-
tween the parents of the bride and their som-indaw. If heia
ever in their presence, he appears ashamed, end seldom spesks to
thern,  If he wamts to emmmunicate to them, it is done through
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his wife; and if ke happens to be in o trader’s houss, and either
father or mother-in-lew enters, he penerally retiren.  Such is
Sionx etiquetts between these relations.

Of birthe. As soon as & child is born, the mother goes into the
water, and stands in it over her waist, and bathes berself for some
considerable lensth of thne. If in winoter, she has a hele aut in
the ice, throngh which she enters and bathes.

Deaths and burials. When a person dies, the body is d.mn}l‘ﬂ.tﬁﬂ
in 4l of his or her fipery, and four forks or erotches are ent and
piuek in tha ground, upin which a seaffold is mads, and the de-
ceased wrapped in a newly painted buffalo skin or new blanket,
and laid thereon with seme cevemony. If the death fakes place
at & trader’s house in the fall befora they go to their hunt, an old
woman, a relative of the deceased, is laft there to foed and oTy
over the dead during the absence of the others.  She wsually
goes about davk in the evening with a dish of provisions, and sits
down under the scaffold, znd commences erying and howling,
with leud lamentatione, and calling upon the Great Spirit some-
thing ar follows: Waeh-kaw-fong-gaw, oh she mendok (naming
the decepsad) with other cries, whirh menn——{Freat Spivit, have
merey oh the deeeased, &e.  Thie dolefnl noise is very wmpless-
ant, and sfter continuing it for about an hour, she leaves the dish
of ford nnder the seaffold, and returns to the lodge, and the
dogs or wolves eat the provisions, when the Indians suppose the
dead eat. them.  The eorpee is left in this manner until nothing
remaing bnt the hones, when they are oollested and ecarvied to
their village. At one time at my bouse in St Peters, an Indian
of some note, whe hed four grown daughters, had a death in his
family, and ke named fonr young men to build the scaffeld and
put the corpee therenm, and when semaluded, he rewarded aach
with one of his dsuphters for a wife.

When a death happens in a family, no matter how well they
are clothed, the good elothes are stripped off and given away, and
the worst old leathér rags substituted in their place, besmear
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g their hair, hands and faee with dirt, leaving the hair ne-
combed to mat with the dirt, gashing their lege and arme, and
leaving ihem to gof well withowt the lesst aMtention. Some of
them carry their grief s far a8 to raise the skin of their arms and
pierce holes with their krives, and put pegs through. They oon-
tinue their mourning ahout a Fear, althongh by giving a feast and.
performing certsin cetemonies they can be relieved from their
mourning in a much less time

Beligioms enperstitions, &e. ‘Wawhkaw, in thelr languags, sig
nifies a epirit or spiritual. The French heve interpreted or ren
dered it medicine, but the Indiana call the Great Spirit or God
Waw-kaw-tong-guw, the latter part signifying greal. The devil they
call Wavw-kaw-she-och, the latter part sipnifying bed. It ia dif-
fienlt to get an Indian to talk on the subject of his religious telief,
but mF interpreter, who was » half breed, informed me that they
believe, that the great Good Spirit resides in a beaviiful eountry
of good unting ground, and where thers is everpthing in abun-
danca that an Indian can desire, even a plurality of beautiful
wives But to get there, they muat be good Indians in this woerld,
and perform all their duties well as hunters, warriors, %e.; that
on the way to this happy lend, there is a deep gulf to puss, with
8 eIV neTrow way to crose it, and that only the pood can suecess-
fully pass over; thst the bad, in attempting to pass, fall off into
the golf, and wander about in & starving condition, They are
very partioular in performing their religious rites by feasts, saori-
fices, &a. The first fruits gathered are set apart for the purpose
of & apiritual or boly feast; the first corn ar wild rice of the sea-
gom, the firat duek or goose killed when they eppear in the spring,
are il reserved for the feast; at which those Indians only who
ara entitled to wear the badge of having slsin sn enemy, are in-
vited. The women, and those who have never taken the sealp of
¢ for, no metter how hungry, are never invited to perticipate.
Yon will ese bovs of sixteen or eightesn vears of age at the
feart, while old gray-beaded men are exelnded with the women,
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and Inoked upon as old women, whish is a term of great reproach
among thern. Wea cannot then wonder, that the Indian tribes are
a0 comstantly ab way, a3 it 1s the only thing that gives thom fame
and comsequencs among themselves. 1 was told of a tradition of
the 3ioux, that in anvient times g man conld not get a wife until
he had Lilled an enemy. The mother trains her sons to bhelieve
that revenge upon their enemies is a cardinal virtue, and this ad-
vice and admonition are constantly instilled into their minds.

From early infaney they helieve in minor evil spirits, and in
ghoats whe operate npou, and influence them.  While sleeping
in a camp of Indizns in the night, you will frequently be awak-
cned by the firing of guns, and enquiring the canse you will be
iold ther are shooting the dead that trouble them. Overlmding
their stomachs, as they often do, they are no doubt frequently
tronbled with the might-mare, and imagine that they are attacked
by a ghost, and get up and shoot at their supposed intruder. They
hava aleo their dootors and astrologers, who are well paid for their
services. When a person is #lok, they send for a doctor, whe gets
bis pay in advance. He then commences shaking over the sick
hiz gourd, which has In it sorne beads to malke it rattle, 1until he
finds oukb what i3 the matter with his patient, which he genmally
diseovers is, that some besst, fah or bird hss get inte the body of
the patient, which by shaking his rattle, singing and other nec-
romancy, he causes to depart.  Previously to driving oub the
unwelenme intruder, be ents its figure or likeness out of hireh
bark, and places it in fromt of the door of the lodgs, with
two young men sltuated se o fire at it from different di-
rectioms at a given signal, who generally blow it inte pleces. If
this operates npon the mind of the patient as that he recovers, it
ia well; if not, there i3 some mistake abont it—the animel was
not killed, or some evil spirit opamates against him. 8o they try
it aver gain, and probably continne to do so for months, vmtil the
patient recovers or dies; in which latter eass, they have always
gowd rersons to show why the patient did not recover.
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They have some few specifies, whish they sometimes adminis-
ter, bt their art eonsiste mostly in necromancy. They cum
wounds gererplly sooter thap most zurpweons, because they suck
thern, wnd thus keep them clean from all matter. It is also
the business of the dector to suek clean any old sore that he un-
dertakes to cure, ne matter how filthy or disgusting, even venereal
diserders and sore eyes; I have seen the doctor prefend by suck-
ing to draw from sore even amall hits of straw, &c.; and, acoord-
ing to their theory, a2 in moet other complaints, seme animal,
bivd, fieh or repfile has inflicted the diszase.

Tha father-in-law of my interpreter, was an Iudian doctor
amwong the Bionx 1 reoollect hearing the old man the most part
of a day singing and shaking his gonrd-ratile im his lodge; after
which ke came into the house, and zat down Iooking very serions
snd thoughtful. His son, over thirty years of age, had sore evyes,
and he was endeavarivg to effeet 2 euren  Ho asaid, that weerly
thirty yrars before, when his son was a very small boy, he had
fastened & pin to & stick, and wes minesing himeelf mme day spear-
ing minnows, and that he thus pricked ome with his pinspear;
and thst it wes atrange that the fish, after so long a time, shonld
come to seak revenge on bie som’s eves

Their sooth-sayer or spiritnal men after sweating alone ¢ 8
amnall lodge and singing, pretends to foretell evends, as when certain
friends will arxive, o when the buffalo will come into that neigh-
borhood, or when some other empected event will happern, and
ghenld it fa1l they will explain it by saying, that tha little apirit
Hed to them, an imapge of which sack cne of thess jugglers car-
ries in his holy or medicine bag. An Indian in a pions fit hangs
on a tree a beaver or oifer skin, beer or dressed deer alam, for a
serrifiee to the Great Bpirit, which remeine theve until destroyed,
or uetil some nther Indian passes that way, waniz and takes it,
leaving a piece of tobaccr in place thereof, which he may law-
fullr do. Omn the Prairie are offen found isclated pgranite rocks,
which, from their izolated and soattersd appearance are considersd
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Loly, and every Indise whe passes them, either paints them
with vermillicen, or leaves a piece of fobzene as o tribute fo the
Great Spirit. Heoes the great number of places in this country,
where the Sionx were accnstomed to pass, that bear the neme of
Painted Rock

-1 hawe frequently beem told by Freneh wvoysgewrs, traders, and
interprsters, of ihe ceremonies performed by some juggler, in
going imte his little holy lodge, to comevlt with the Great
Bpirit. After having fasted awhile, he stripe himselH nwked, sand
groes into the lodge alone; and soon after entering, tha poles of the
lodge mommence shaking viclemtly, and those without hear two or
three distinet wolces within, After this has eomtinved about two
or theee hounrs, the joggier comes ont of the lodge in 2 high state
of parspiration; during the time of the cerenonies in the lodgme,
the jingling of bells and other musical instruments iz heard, as
though they were atiached to polez of the tent or lodge, and wy
informers generally Lelieved that the Indians had eommunications
with the Pevil. It so happened, that I never witwessed ome of
thesa scenes.

The Sioux have a fesst which is caleulated, in their sstimation,
%0 preseyve thelr women from all illicit conmections. 1t is after
thiz manner: The young Indians, like some young white men,
are in the practice of vaunting of having gained seme advantage
over some frail one of their tribe. When a woman, sither mar-
ried or single, learns that she has been slandered in this way, she
selects & spot, cleare away the bushes wnd rubbish, builds a fire,
pota the kettle on, makes a cirele avound it, and nesr one end of
the fire, places & stone painted with vermillivn; and whan every-
thing is properly mrepared, she sends the orier of the camp
aronnd 1o give notiee of it. He performs this duty by going
throwgh the carapy singing in a5 lond a woice as he possibly cenm,
thet zneh g woman, annomeing her name, will give her fenst
that day, stating the name or object of the feast, and inviting all
tw attend. All the women of the eamp are usually present on
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such ocensions; if any one is mbsent, it is strongly suspected that
she dare not come, for fesr of being exposed.  When assembled on
the ground, the hostees of the fenst Leads the ring formed by the
womnen, and wavehe: areimed until she resches the psinted stone,
whiek she fonches rererently, therehy solemnly protesting her
inapcence.

Some Indian, the while, stands on some slight elevation, and
harangmea the voung wmen, telling thern if any of these womemn
sre nnwoerthy to partake of this feast of the virtoous, to fail noi
t6 expose them.  The voung men pride {hemselves upon evary
exposure it is in their power to make; se that a women whe i
unworthy dare not be preeent, umless she happens certainly to
know that her guilty psramour is so far away that be canngt be
there.  If 3 womsn, not worthy to partske of the feast is so hold
as to venture there, the Indian who says she is not worthy, goes
and takes her by the arm, and leads her out, asking her befora
the whole sssemblage, if zhe does not remember such = time and
place, whieh he specifies. It is thought that they seldom falsely
acruse, as they helieve that if they do so, the Ghreat Bpirit wenld
he anpry and visit them with seme dire calamity. -

Their feaste. With Indians, a man who gives a feust is popular
and well apoken of, and has pleniy of pretended friends, precisely
ps with the white man who often gives pood dinner and other
partiea.  They have their boly or sacred feasts, whers the gnests
know, when: they sre invited, of what they are fo partzke; and
a5 they pride themselves npon the quantity they can eat, each
carries with him. the sized dish which he supposes he ean eat full
The master of the feast, not eating himself, aerves the aothers,
singing and shaking his gourd-rattle all the time.  Nothing of
this food muet fall to the ground. Each goest’s dish is filled, and
he mmst eat it himself, or pay sume coe alse to eat it for him;
and frequently in attempting to deveur what has been put In
their dish, they eat uutil they vomit it back again Into the dish, s
nething is allowed to fall upon the ground, and some one 1nnst be
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hired to eat it for them. They bhave been mown to pormandize
to thet extent, that on leaving the feast they have fallen down
dead ; but even then, the survivors will uot admit that it waa
gveraating that killad them. After the feast is over, the dishes
and keitls ave carefully wiped ont with grass or everpresn
boughs. They acoustom their sons, when childven, to eat n great
deal, and frequently stufl them, whep very young, with raccoon
oil, to expand their stomachs, and often boast of their feata in
eating.

The dog feast.  The Sloux Indiane, and T believs it ia troe of
all others, sonsider that the greatest compliment they asn pay a
etranger, is to give him a dog femst.  And this intended compliment
eonstitutes the burthen of the speech of the giver of the fasst, or
the master of cevemonies, The traders are pemerally invited to
thesa feasts. T have tasted dog meat; it Is like pork, ondy it has a
sweeter tasta; those who cen get over the prejudice against such
meat, beeome very fond of it, mt my prejudice was too siremg
aver to be able to religh it.

I think the Iodians understand the art of fattery as well as eny -
people in the world. When I conclnded to enter into business
for myzelf, there ware several Indiana of influence from ahout the
mouth of the St. Feters River, and of the Gens de Fenille or
Leaf Wation from the Little Rapids on the 5% Peters, who had
wintered in my peighborhood, and came fo my honse in the
spring. I agreed with these Indiane to meet me at my wintering
houss in the fall with as many of their tribes as they could per-
anade to come up, that I would have a Iarge cerge of goods, and
wonld fit them out to go acroes to the head of the Mississippl to
Luat. According to agreernent, ¥ met them in the fall, with two
Mackinaw host loads of goods, and found on my arrival, abont
threa thousand Indians of the Yenkton, Sissiton, Gens ds Lac,
Gema de Femille and other Siouz bands, emcemped shout it,
and they received me with a grand selute, each man having
& gun, firing with ball over the boat, 0 that we oould hear the
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balls whistle nearer than was agreeable to us, They had prepered
several lodges together, so as to make one great Iodpe of at least
twenty feof, acress the middle of which they had made a wall of
dried buffale meat,* and had made a dog fesst, t which they in-
vited me. The eustomary speech on sueh oceasions was made,
£a woual; saying that this fosst was designed as the greatest oom-
pliment they eould pay me, and then added: Four Father must
be B great man to send out ome eo young ms you, with so many
goods, end ws hope you will be vary charituble, and furnish us
with plenty of clothing to keep ourselves, women and children
warm, and with plenty of aromunitien with which to buont, sta.
To &Il of which T replied, that unfortunately my father was a poor
man, and I was a poor boy, and that T had gob these goods on credit
to supply their wants, and that unless they homted well and
loaded my boat with furs, I should not be able to pay for thess
goods, and pet more ta oome back agein; but that T would furnish
them with elothing to keep them warm, and with arms, traps and
ammunition to heap them from starving, and hoped they would
hunt well and pay me, so that I could get more goods and con-
tinwe to trade with them. I took to my hounse the meat presenied,
end made themn payment in suitable prosents of ammunition, ete.f

An Indian thinks it politencss to ent everything that ia set before
him, and when traders are invited to a feart, what they do not eatf,
they menerally carry home with them in the dish and pive it to
their men, and semd back the dish with & plece of tobaces i iE

*The manner of drying the buttale meat ia thia: They take sach afde
and the belly, and cut and spread thew out thin, se (hat they will thor-
oughly dry through; whan fully axtendad, thls makes a sheet of ahoat the
sixa of & dear akin, and when drisd they foid them up as they do thelr
desr gkins, and pack them ints hundles. J. H. L.

TIt 48 proverbinl, with alf acguainted with the Yodiana, that to receive
presspis fTom them 18 by fRT the moat expensive oay of obtaining their
daslyable commodites, as the trader net only has t6 pay beelr the full
waide of the artleles, bt aleo pomethlog clever fn addlton for the com-
pliment of the present. Tt is oot vocommon for & Fanlton chisf o make
A presest fo the tracer of sll tha bu®als robes ha brings, and after he hay
receivad In retuyrn 41l they are really worik, together with pomething or
the complimsnt, he ramambsrs & grapt many liccls artlicles, aaming them,
af which he ja in want; and If not gratified, he 1g offanded, or pretemdes to
e 50 Though it i3, In lndien etlgeette, an insw!t t6 refuse s prassnt, I
have pften done 8o, And adviged the Indian that He had better trade in t
umal way. 181
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I bave seen generons ladiee residing in the neighborhood of the
Indian coantry, when visited by Indians, zet food before them and
keep renewing the supply, and wondering at the Indians esting a0
mich, whereas they considered themeselves hound in politeness
to it 1) thet was set before them.

When Indians become too old and mfirm to travel, they build
a fire near water, and giving them some provisions and penerally
a small ketle, leave them to tske care of themselves, Many
children from exposure and learning them to be grest eaters, die
in infancy. The practice of leaving the aged to die, applies
mere partienlarly to migratory bamds ou the plaina. Indians
living: about lakes and rivers, where they have manoes, 1 do not
think ever expose them thus, at least T never heard of an instance.

You never see & Sioux Indian, if he iz in company, amoke
slone.  The pipe is Iighted pnd he takes 3 whiff or two himaclf,
and passes it to his neighbor, always passing it aveund with the
san,  When several are assembled together, you will see a num- |
ber of pipes going the rounds in the zame menner. Their prinei-
1al subjects of conversation at thess times, are their wars, fesats,
fsting and thedr women. A man mey heve 4y meny wives 28
he ¢an maintain among the Yaoktons; the more be has, the bet-
ter he 15 off, as they ean dress and prepare the more buffale robes
fur mavket. Jf an Indian marriee the eldest danghter, he is enti-
{ledd to tuke the others, ax they coms to metnrity, for wives. Bmt
flise who do net live in the buffale range, content themselves
generally with two, snd many of them with one. I knew ome
Yankton chief who had six.

When the Sioux women have their menses, they are looked upon
a5 nnhaly and ntelean, and ave not allowed to rermain in the
lodge with the family, but are ebliged t¢ build a small lodge oot
gide of the other, and remain slone during the time of its com-
tinuance, fed in a dish by one of the family, and not allowed,
dnring the time, to enter tha farily lodge, or touch anything, ex-
cept the dish in which their food iz handed to them, until the
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menstrual discharges ccsse, and they are washed up. When a
maiden srrives at womanhood, and has made her first out-of-door
lodge, the public crier goes throngh the camp or village, and an-
novnces the fact in a loud song.

The Sioux have sccret soriefies, somwething like freemasoncy,
but they admit women to membership. They meet in a ledge,
which 13 guarded on the outeide from prying enriosity, by one of
their members.  Ip this ledge they perform their ceremomies.
Any perzom wishing to join them, makes the applieation through
ope of the menihers, and i3 then on probation for about o year
If they are bad, they must reform. If, at the end of thet perind,
no objestion is made, he 1z generally admitted; and, I was told,
that ther have slgns by which Indians of thek fraternity of dif-
ferent bande konow each other. Either after or before their meet-
ing, T do not remember which, they assernble and have a hely
danee, whish iz eslled by the French, Iz dense de la pronde mede-
¢ine, as the French translate all their spintnal or jugeling pro-
ceedings inte medicine, At this danee, among other cerewnonies,
after daneing and singing awhile, one of their pumber takes =
garnizhed sae, uveually made from the otfter, and roms st the dif-
ferent members, making some noize, and they generally fall down
or over, pratending that it is the effect of spirits from the bag, and
lay prostrate for a mement or a6, and then rise again, end join in
the danes.  Thiy dance is genersllr continved till late in the
night.

The amnsements of the men are shooting st 2 mark, or playing
at the geme of ball, called by the French, le few de crosse. This
is vsually played in the spmmer on some large prairie,® with a
stick about two and a half or three feet long, with 2 small hoop on
ona end, erossed with net-work of thongs of leather, making a
sorh of zae, in which they frequenmtly catch the bell. How thay
eount, o7 their boundsries, I have forgotten. The women simuse
themselves by playing at whet I3 termed the dish-play, which iz

*Pralrle Ya Crosse teok ity name from thls game balug frequently
played theva. J. H. L
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performed by havipg the pits ¢r stonee of plums marked on one
side with hieroglyphics, and put imto & dieh, shook up, and turned
¢ut, and the marked ones tnroing up, count. They are so fond of
gambling at this play, that they will sometimes sontinoe at it for
several deys without cessation, and umtil one or tbe other has lost
everything that she can put up for & stake. Women well clothed,
baving lost everything else, have been Imown to strip off their
aood clothes, and gamble them away, and put om old rags, The
men also frequently play et this geme, and to the smme excess s8
the women. The men also have another game, called the shoe-
play, which is gemerally played by twe pariies of four each. Four
rmoccasins are placed between the parties on the floor, and the
side that geta the first winnings, hides o plece of wood in one of
the moceaging, by running his hand intoesch of them; im the
presence of the others, when one of the opposite party searches
for it; if he finds it in the fivst moocasin thet he axamines, be
losen a certain number, I think ten; but if he finds it in the sec-
ond or third, it ¢onnts twenty for big side, and if in the foyrth, a
less mumber-  The game tallies at one bundred  They play at
this gare sometimes a5 long a3 they can raise anything to wager.
Indians gemerslly in a state of natnre, have ne word or gesture
of salutation. Those soquaintsd with tha eustome of white peo-
ple, sometimes make nse of the Fench salutation of don jour, on
meeting a white man, but seldom on rmeeting another Indisn. I
wis sfrnek with the meeting of zome Sloux Indisne the first year
I was in their eruntry. When the attack was made on Frairie
du Chien under Col. MeXay, & son of the Yankton chief called
Lé Grand &ierure, happeved to be there with the Agent
K. Buoilvin, Faq., and emburked on board the keal-boats under coma-
mand of Captain Yeiser, and went to St. Louie with him, where he
was obliged to remain untl the war was over; and, in 1818
had gut as far bick as Prairie du Chien, and as we ware
then going into hia conntry, we took bim inte the boat with uws—
When we arrived in the neighborhood of Lac-qui-Parle, on & cold
morning about the first of December, I was swakened from sleep,
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and told that thers were some Indians on the shore who had made &
fre, Wo dissnbarked and hreakfasted there, and found that the
Indians were four Yanktons, the nucles of the young Indian with
w8, They had come across the country to meet their pephew,
who hed been absent two and a half years, and previons to their
bearing that he wes on. his way bome, they snpposed he was dead.
The uneles had made a fire and commenced smoking, when the
young Indian walked from the boat to where they were, withont
mying a word to them, or they to him. The lighted pipe wan
handed to him, when he smoked ; and affer it had pesged aroond
two or three times, they sommenced talking slowly, and the con-
versation at length became general among theoo

In almost every Indian camp, they bave what is called the sol-
dier’z lodge, where the men of consideration of the village aseem-
e to smoke, and talk over the affnirs of the nation. An Indian
of eongideration arriving from sncther camyp, nsually zoes to this
lodge; but if 2 young man, and vot of sefficient distinction to go
there, he stends about ameng the ledges until some ope sees thet
he iz a stranger, and invites him %o his lodge. On entering, the
pipe it handed 4o him, and sffer smoking a few whiffs, something
iz set before him to 2at.  After he has eaten. owhils, conperzation
is commenced, but no guestions are asked previcue to his having
smoked and eaten. It was sometime before I conld learn s mueh
of Indisn politeness as to raske no inquiry of an Indian arriving,
mntil after the smoking and eating hed been attended to. At first
I commeneed talking to them hefore this important. preliminary,
and always found them sulky and obstinate about entering into
conversation.

My interpreter, Frenier, t01d me thet =ome years previous to the
war of 1812, that he resided at the same place where we were
then wintering, in the emaploy of Mr. Cameron; that Cameron
had eredited 2 band of Indisns to go om the head waters of some
of the streams that empty into the waters of Misgizeippi in the
direction of the Red River of the North; and, that in the month
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of Febynary, an Indian runner came from the honting ground, and
informed Caneron that the Indiens were 50 loaded with fum apd
peltries, that they eould not bring them, and soggested to him to
send hiz men fo aspist thewm. He sent Frenfer with some ten
men, i company with the Indian, te the camp.  After they had
traveled some three or four daves, they were overtaken by one of
those audden snow storms that are so frequent in those vast prairies
fn that high lstitede. They are often sa sndden, and give so
little warning of their approach, that yon may set out on & prairie
on a8 heautiful » sun-shiry merming ss you ever saw in winter,
and bofore noon be enveloped in ome of these etorms; the snow
8o fine and thick that you eannet see a rod before you. On this
oecasion, as Frenlers party could wot see any wood or timber,
they concluded their safest plan was to stop where they were
Wrapping themselves snugly in their biankets, they all laid down
and let the snow eover them, except the Indian, who, having pur-
chased gereral blankets from the trader, wrapped himself in them,
snd staid on top of the show until the storm was orer, which
lasted three daye, when he diseoversd that it wvas not more than ope
fourth of a mile to o point of woed, whither ho repaired and kin-
dled 2 fire.  He then made vse of a pole, poking through the deep
snow, where he reesilected to have seen the men lay down, and
found thern all alive and nniajored, except one man a little frost
bitten on the hip.

Iz 1816, and for vears previons, the Taoktons wers in the pras-
tice of meking up war parties and going ivto the Spanish territory,
jor the purpose of stealing choice horses and mnles.  When
on a mareh from place to place, there are warriors on duty to
regubate the march aecording to rules promulgated before theiz
departure; and, if any oue infringes on thees rules, he is punished
by having his pun broken, his dog or horsa killed, his lodge cat,
or canaing him to snffer & penalty in seme manner. The ehief, or
lapder of the party, iz not emempt from these regnlations. Any
aet of this kind performed by warrloms on dnty iz not revenged,
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a3 they did it in performmnee of inflexible regulations; but any
affront of an individual in his private capacity, is sure fo be re
venged sconer of later, and the avenger is always known, as it
would not be any satisfection to him if he conld not enjoy the
eredit of it.  An instance came under my observation. It iz nsual
for the trader to take to his post as many guns as there are good
hunters, whoe will probably pay for them, These are generally at
first distzibuted to those for whomy he wey partienlarly intend
them, befors he commences giving out other articles. Ome year,
in distributing the suns, my interpreter overlocked a good hun-
ter, while some othér not so good a bunter got the gun, This
mortified the good hunter, and that pight he killed the horse of
every man who had Teesived a gun, and it was kuown the nest
morning who hed done it, and what was the eanse. It is eoinmon
to revenge an imsuli or injury by killing the offender’s horse or
dog, and thers are in this way, a great many horses killed every
year mmong the Sioux  And they not only revenge imsulte or
injuries among themselves, but, as the Iate Gol. Robert Dickson,
in eomversstion with e on the subject, expressed if, “ihey revengs
upon their enemtes the nels of {fie Almighty,” for when a chief
or manw of distinction dies, they eomunence singing the war song,
and raise a wer party to revenge his death npon their naturs! ene-
mies, 53 well as to appease the troubled rompes of the departed.
Tt is & prevalent opinion among persons not acquainted with
Indian eustoms and polity, that they, like white people, have &
Eing or great chief over all; but such, 3o fer sz I am acquaintad,
is not the ease with any Indians in the North West or South
West. The government of their tribes or bands is patriarchal.
The chiefs, as with peliticians who obtain office, are the greatest
dlaves among them. They get the honor without independence,
not being able to¢ do any act of their own wili, without first lool-
ing to see if i will be popular, If a chief buys a good gusn, and
one of bis young 1em takes a faney to it, and eepresses 2 wish for
it, it in given to him; if not, probally the chief’s horse would pay
the forfeit. These hands are generally thus originsted: When
13
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mar has five or six ens and several daughters, taking his family
be Jeaves the large band, forme a new camyp or settlement, wnd
aets the patriareh or chief; his sons and denghters marrying,
bring their wives and hushands to hiz band, and frequently a
brotherin-law accompanies him and remsins. Thus the new
band multiplies from natoral ineresse and accessions, until it be
comes largm and mespecinble. In case of the death of the father,
the eldest son sesmmes the duties of ehief, if old encugh; ¥ not,
ong of the brothers of the deceased assumes tha offiee.  The chief
uees o authority, bug advises, and if popular, his advies iz fol-
lowed ; if not, each one jndges and aets for himself, The ouly ar-
bitrary aunthority exercised among Indisns, ia by the war chief
wherr ot the war path, which, T am told, is them absolute. The
warriors, when on dnty, never cartect their children, emcept by
adviee, and if they are chatinate and pugmacious, it is langhed at,
and looked npon aa 8 sign of bravery.

Thera was, when I first wisited the country, 3 band of Indians
who had their willage on a prairie en the west bank of the
Missisaippi, where the wvillage of Winone, which zmans the
cldest daughier, now ctamds, about one hundred and twemty
milee above Prairie du Chien. The chief waz called Wa-ba-
shaw; ha was a very eensible Indian, amd was troly ove of nas
ture's noblemen.®  Altheugh ouly chief of hia band, he had great

*The name of Wa-ba-shaw, tha great Sioux chisf, will long live In hle-
tory. Ha waa Indused to join the fortunes of the Britlsh in the War of
191215, and fonght at the slege of Fort Meige and alsewhere. Wheu
Teacs took piace, the Tndlans were left by their employers 1n & wratched
eondition, end, ag a consequence, thelr spirite were brolen, Gen. Jans haa
prasarved A apaech of Wa-ba-shaw's, at Drummond's Iglaod, 1o 1§15, when,
Col. MeTwowll the Britsh somaandant of that poat, 1lald a few preseots
tefore Rim. It i& tonchinely paihetic and elaguant:

“My Tather.,” sedd he o Col. MoDowell, "what is this I a.aa bafora me?
A fow Enfves and blankeis, Ia this all you promised us at ths beginning
of the war? Where are thosgs promises you mada us at Michilimackinas,
and sant o our villages an the Missisgipmi? Yeu told ug you wounld never
Tot fall the hatehet uobil the Americans ware driven beyond the monn-
talns; thet our Britieh father wounld never make peace without consulting
hia red chlildren. Has that come to page? We never lnew of this peaca.
Wa are now tald thet it wee made by our great father bBeyoud the water,
wittourt the Inowladga of his warchiafs; that i€ Is vour duoty to obey hix
orders. What is thig t9 ux? ‘Will these paltey pressnta pay for the men
we heve losi, both in batile pnd on the road? ‘Wil they soothe the feel-
ings of cur friende? Wiil they make good Four proimises to wat For
mysalf, I am an oId man., I heve llvsd long, and always found the means
of sopparting mysalf, and I can do 20 el L. G D,
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influence with the other chiefs. Above Winona was another
large band of Indiang, whe hed their village on the west hank of
the Missieeippi, whers the Preshyteriap mission mow is, & few
miles below St Paul, whose chief wes celled Little Grow: a
man of good sense, amd generelly comsidered & good Tndien.
Thera was snother small band who had their village at Mendota,
which signifies (ke meefing of the walers,* whosa chief was called
Black Dvg. He was not a man of much consequencs.  There
wag also another amall band who had their village a short dis-
tanes above, wheess chief wae Ponechon, a men of litle nove
Where the village of Shakopeo now is, was an Indian villape,
whose chief bore that name, which simply mesus @iz; he pos-
sezzed & good Intellect, but was not popular ameny the traders, as
he was considered very dishounest. At the little Rapids wss ao-
other village, celled by the French Gens de Fewille, or Leaf Peo-
rle.  The name of their ehief I do not recallect. There wes a
village of the Sissitons at the Rocher Blime; shove which, T re-
member no otherss The Sigsiton apd Yankton bands seldom
made any regular villages, as they roved from place to place, en-
camping temporarily for the purpose of hunting, and that mosily
among the borffatoes,

Tnder the most unfavorabls anspiees have I written theee remi-
niscences.  With ill health, suffering a great part of the time
with rheumatism and bad eyesight, bordering almost on blind-
ness, I have not been able to prepare this narrative to my owe
safigfaction, and, I fear, not to the satiafaction of the Society. I
bave no deubt omitted many things that mighi. have beem inter
esting, but never having kept a jonrnal or notes of evants, I was
obliged v depend upon memory; and frequently wher writing,
and having, by a train of reflection, recalled past events to mind,
gither my rhennmtism or my eyes would admonish me that i
wan time to aeage fromu my labors, and before T could recommencs,
I wonld probably forget the thread of my narmative. Nor have I

*Boma of tha tribes of the North Weal give to Mandota the su:n.i.ﬁm.nﬂa
oI larpe or pragt, L.C.D.
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been able to review what I have written, Learning that the
Rev. Alfred Bronson hsd been invited to write & history of
Crewriond eounty, and that be intends to comply with the request,
I hiave purposaly omitied saying any thing of the events of the
oounty since he ssttled therein, beliesing that he will be able to
do the subject mwore justice than I could, even were I in betier
health than T am, and had all my faculties about me.



