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NARRATIVE OF SPOON DECORAH.

1IN AN INTREVIEW WITH THE EDITOR.'

I was born at my father’s village near the Caffray school-
honge at the mouth of the Baraboo River, a fow years be-
fore the Tecumssh war. My father's name, among the
French, was Zhuminaka [Five-water], whick I am told is from
& French word having someibhing to do with wine. His
Winnebaponams was Warrashwikoogah, or Bird Spirit. The

1&pelled alao: Day Eorsh, Dacorsh, Delaory, DeHanray, Day Ean-
ey, and Do Corruh; T have retalned the erthageaphy of the neighbor-
hood.~— Ho.

FAL the homa of Spoon, in the fown of Big Flats, Adems county,soma
ten miles north of Prlandahin, Mareh 29,1837, Moess Pagnatts, of Black
ERivgr Prlly, astad as iotayprater. Epoon, whodied in a sranbarry marsh
northweat of Ketedab, Oet. 13, 1833, was a tall, well-formed, manly-look-
Ing fsllow, with a wall-shapad head, pleasant, open featmras, and dlgni-
fiod demestwor —guite soperior in apposranees to the majorty of Wis.
consin Winnebagoss, He wes living with his aged squaw in & reasonably
neat smell freme oottage, while his progeny, reachlng to the fourth gen-
eration, were olostersd about the patriavehal lodge b famile wigwaimsy,
The old man told his story in s straipbtforensd, Aentfiod manner, his
memory being ascasionally jogged by Doetor Decorah, his nephaw, Ths
Doclor is & medinine-man, held 1n high ssieem by the Deacorah, or mixed-
blagd slement of the Wieremein Winnehagoas, whe lve chisfly npon
bomeataads in Adsms, Marquette, and Jeckson counties. Spoon took
pride in sxhibiting & wall-thumbed and much-battersd copy of vol vi
of thase Jolfecfions, precontad to him by De Deaper in 1879 He 1e-
garded it as ¥ bl madinos ™ and 16 was hio constant companion wpon
the hunt zs well ag at homs,

To those familiar with tha Indian sharacter, it 1a not napasaary to sx-
plain thit myuch of the matarial in thia intarvlew, aa well a2 that with
Walldnyg Cloud, pest, wes obtained by means of sleborwbe oross-guestion.
ing. Faquetie is a faithinl and intelligent interpreter, and in epch case
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Americans called him Grey-beaded Decorah.! He waz a
brather® of One-eyed Decorab, or Big Canos.

I remamber hearing of the British attack on the Ameri.
can fort at Prairvie du Chien [in 1814]. Bome of our rala-
tives joined in it. Their names I do »ot now remember;
I am getiing very old; my memory is not as good as it was.
My father's party were at Little Green Lake at the time of

carefolly rendered both questione and aggwars, The result I have
formulated inko two contlnuons parratives, foliowlng as olosely a8 posg-
sikla the Indlan mannar of speech; as here printed, they meat with Pa-
guette’s approval I is vot becaass of aoy frash data herein contrined,
that these simple “talls ™ are awarded a place o the Colleciions: bk
they prosont the Indisn vigw of several important histotvical events,
thns glvlng na en insight fnte whaet Wisconsin savages themsslves
are thinkiug and talking about, In thely camp-five reminiscances of early
axyerienced with the white man. The scraps of folk-lore which T was
enabled to gathoer from these two Winnebege hend-men sre neither ng-
meroua nor lmportant; but, sneh as they wve, spem worth preserving.
Th# Winnebagoe Lryo Been sonfronted with white men sinoe Nicolet's
wiglt, in 1034; fwo nod w hinlf cemtories of mach contact heve almost so-
tirely =liminatod {rom their minds the prehistore traditioogs of the
trile; thaiz lodge tulea of to-day bave 11itle to do with the myths of thelr
forlwars, aud even when revived by the old men nre hopelesaly slthough
nneonsciatsly inccosted wibh o latar growth the remult of missionary
towching. Toa balk of the Winnehwross hava borrowed little slse from
tho Chrintinn ostroctien which hay 60 loog been levished on them; of
all Wisconuin Indieoy, 1boy have Boeen the lewst influeneed in thelr re-
ligions heliof,

Son artlcle, * Wiseonsin Winnebagoees," in Wis Hisil, Colie, til, pp. 399
eb sty —-15m,

¢ (ralled nleo Bchachipkoka (White War Bagle}, and 013 Decorsh, He
was the non of ‘The Ladle, repeatedly moutlonsd in pravioos volumes of
Lhe Ceflections. 1o Med at Peterwoll, on the Wikconsin River, April 22,
1826, smid to bo 90 yowrn of sips. 1la had Comght in the buttls of the
Thnmis, pid agelost Suuivaler; and hod been held as  hostage at Prairie
du {hien forthe dellvery of Red Bird, in 13%7.  For sketohes of the Da-
vornh futnily wnd this exopdary ludividusl member of it see Wis, Hisf,
Coils., Y. o 178; 1L, pp. 2862595 v., pD. 108, 150; v1., p. 234: vil, pp. 340,
214T: ulne Mra. Hiosle's Wun Bun (1850), pp. 8, 400; and Gale’s pper
M fuwelanipgé [L857), o1 B1, 84, 180 . — Ep.

T Cowsdn, in fact. Ths Winnsbugoss make no distiostion, in sommaon
spessh, botwaan brother and sousin— En,

29
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the attacle My father was & peaceable man. He did not
like to be at war with the whites. So our people did not
go. I was only & boy, then, T think the first time I ever
went to Green Bay, was when I was eight yearacld. Iwent
to visit my sunts, whe wera lving thers. I went twice to
soa tham.

During what the whites call the Winnebage War, at
Prairie du Chien [in 1327], I was living with my people on
Little Green Leks. There was among us no general hatred
of the whites, Red Bird had some private revenge to satisfy,
and murderad the white family at the prairie of his own
accord. 'We were all very sorry. Wa had no sympathy
with him. We folt that he was & bad Indian. Ha tried to
get the rest of his tribe into trouble. I have heard of
some white people who enjoy getting their neighbors into
any trouble they have themselves got into. There was ne
foeling smong the rast of the tribe, over Red Bird’s con.
duct, except that of anger. We willingly gave him up to
the whites.®

During the Black Hawk War [1832], I lived at the Port-
age. When we heard of the trouble, 1 wanted very much
to @o and join the Americans. I Imew the officers at Fort
Winnebago, aad was frisndly to them. Bui my friends got
around me and gaid that the Sass were friends of the Win-
nebagoes, So I was persusdad not to go. In July, ten
familiez of us steried oul on owr summer’s hunt, on the
Boche-a-Cri Hiver., We had got as far as Friendship,
when Ochpiyoka (The Spaniard)." one of opur friends,
came into cemp wmuch excifed and told us what had
happened down in the Illinols cowntry, saying that the
Sace were headed cur way. We had gone out on our hont
in strong numhers. Knowlng that the war was going on,

! Ban nocotnt of this uprising, in Wi, Hist, Colls., pp. 553 of sog.— En.

1 L'Espagnol, or the Spandard, was a Menomones chisf, heving his
¥illegs almost opposite where Maoston la tew sitnated.” — Wis. Ziak.
Collx, vii, p. 331, He fought under the Eritlsh n 1812-15; at tha attask
o Macldoaw, ha contested with Yellow Dog the eredit of klling Mejor
Holmes. — 7., i1, g 370.—ED.
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we feared that the Bacs might come into cur territory.
For there was some fear of the Sacs, all the while,
although we had been told of their friendliness, They
ltnew that some of our peopls were with the Amevirans.
We folt that if the Sars were driven inic our hunting-
grounds they might be revengeful, and then it wounld s
hard with our hunting parties unless we were prepared
for attack. o when The Spaniard came and told us that
the Sacs were really headad our way, we were much
afrald. He told us that the center of attzck would be
Portage. We had left many of our old people and women
here. S0 we &b once returned to Portage, The other bunt-
ing parties, 40 which rannerg had algo been sent out, did
o too. This was o faw days before the hattle on the Sank
bluils [Wisconsin Helghts].

Chur’ party camped on the rize of ground just back of
what is now the city ¢nd of the Wisconsin River bridge, in
Fortage. Nearly the whole tribe was camped about Port-
age. There were three large camps, on both sides of the
river, about whore the bridge now is. The prineipal
chiefs in these camps were: Black Wolf,' his son Dandy,!
Tahneekeesickeeaga {Fond of Tobaces), White Eagle, White
Crow,”* and Ahsheeshlra (Broken Arm). Black Wolt was

! TPun Bun, ». B0, Hlack Woll'a village was oo the wegt shore of Lake
Winnebago, goutl of the site of Osbkosh. He sorved quder the British
in the War of 181%-15, being at the ooptores of Mackivaw and Prairie du
Ohien. 1ia diad ab Tuortags, provions to 1843, —Eo.

EiUun fum, po 81,

"Haukisbhkala (White Crow), 4 Winnebago obiaf, who had bot one
ere, snd something of & reputation an snorator. His village, which com-
prived sbout 1200 pearsons, housed In fepaes covered with red-cedar
bark, uppewrs to huve besw situated about where is now the little wi2-
loge of Phessont Draoch, st fhe west end of Leke Maodota, Dane
vontndyd Ghe peper Oty of the Mour Lekes wus {0 bave coupied abont
this pama grooaul, & few yeurs efter the Black Hawle War. Malor Henry
Dodlge hatd »oounoil with White Crow st the latter's village, May 23, 1852,
sad secured his promlse to be friendly to the whites, or af lasat nentral.
Jdune 3, White Crow brought in the Hall glrls 10 Bine Mognds, sod re-
stornd them to Jmdiwn Agont Haner Gratiot, baving heen eotusbed by
& roward oferod for their recovery. e had purchassd thedr relsase
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the uncle of CGray Tagle’s Eye, my present squaw; Dandy
wag her cousin; White Crow was 5 one-eyed chief, who
had a village 2t the Four Lakes,——he died a fow years stisr
the Black Hawk war; Broken Arm fonght under Tecumssh,
and also died & few years after the Black Hawk War.?
Piorre Paguette was the trader st the Portage, in those
dary. He was & large, powerful man. His squaw was a
daughter of Joseph Crélie. Chr iribe had great respect
for him. His mother was & Winnebago woman, and he was
& good man in every way,— very friendly to cur people. I
was his friend, and he once gave me a pony. Ths white
captains [Dodge and Henry]l ware in Portage when we
ot there; they had brought the news from White Beaver's
[Genersl Atkinson's] camp, that caused our return. Pa-
quette was engaged by the white captains to take them

irom the Hees. That night, he attempted to stir the Indlans at tha
Maund into & coneplraay semitot Dodpe's militismen, whe were present
&t the transfer of the priacoers.  But the Crow talked too freely, and the
plot came fo the szt of Dodge, whe at onoe imprisoned the consplrator
and five of his Isllow chisfs, and marohed them, Jone 4, across cowntry
to Morrizon's Grove. White Orow waes relenaad, bot two of the sthera
were rebsined s hostages Jone 30, he joited Dodge's squadron, with
thirty of his braves, at Firet (Kaponea) Laka, and sscayad o grnids them
to Black Hawk's camp, It provad, howawsr, that Whits Crow was ah.
dearoring to lead the whites into & well-prepared snare st the Hustis-
ford ford, on BEook River, where Black Hawk was preparad to damaollsh
all comers. DBut thin plot failad. “White Crow waa oma of Plerre
Pequetie's paety, to gnide Majors Henry and Dodge from Ft Win-
nebago to Blask Hawl's camp. When it waa found that Bleek Hawk had
flown and was retreating to the Wisconsin, Whits Orow Bocompanied
tha whitas an the cheas. The fortunes of Black Hawk being now in the
descendaat, White Crow bacsme a good friend-of the victorions Ameri-
Qang, and won mueh oredit by brave sonduot In the battle of Wisconsin
Heights, whers 16 & reporded that he " fought like a whike man, withont
cover® The Winnsbagoss, who played fast and loose daring the war,
29 long as the result seemed doubtfol to them, were unanimonaly con_
verted into enemles of the Bacs, when the defeat of the latier seemed
well asgared. White Croa’s condnet was a falr sample of that of kis
follow tribesmen. Sea aleg, Wau Bun, p. 31; Wie. Hist. Oolle, x, po 250
mnd “Story of the Bleak Hawk War," in 7., xii. — En.
L Wa, Hist, Colis., x., pp. 185, 160, — Ex.
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across the country to Black Hawl's camp, on the head-
waters of the Rock River. Paquatte wanted a party of
Winnebagoas to go with him as guides. He sent Nahheo-
sanchonka (Man Whe Thinks Himself of Importance) into
the camp o get voluntesrs, Nahheesanchonka told us that
if we would go into the war we would male & pames for
curselves, and get presents; also win the zood opinion of
‘White Beaver, and the Big Father at Waehington, But
thare was sti)l among us a strong feeling of friendliness
toward the Sace. This feeling was of friendly pity, not
8 desire to help them fight. Bo only siz young men,
nona of them ohiafs, went with Paguette as guidea.
O these were Pawnes (Pania Blape), Nahheesanchonlm,
Notsookega (Bear that Breaks up the Brush), Ahmegunis,
and Tohnichseeka (The Smoker). As I think agaln, per
haps White Crow went with Paquatte on this expedition,
but of this I am not sure.’ Anyway, White Crow fought
on the American side, at the Ssulr bluffs [July 21, 1882].

The rsturn of Paguetie’s party. a2 weslk or so later, told
us of the defess at the Sauk blgfs. We heard that those
Sace who had eseaped the white bullets had crossed the
‘Wisconsin River in & body. There was now great excite-
ment in our camp. We feared that Black Hawl, thinking
us now ic ba his enemies, wounld torn up the river and at-
tack us at Portage. Our sympathies were strongly with
the shitas. Our trading interssis were with them, and we
were bound to them by treaties, Yet we 4id wot like to be
fiehting ¢ld neighbors like the Bacs. Some of our people
wantad to move out of the way, but others wanted io stand
ground sgainst Black Hawk, .And thus we arguad the mat-
ter betwoen oursslves, ti)l the danger was passed. DBlack
Hawk lled bofore White Beaver, on his way to the Bad Ax.
Two men from our camp went 2s guides to White Beaver,
on this chase. They wers Nahreechsecochkraghica (Lame
Ankla) and Mahheenibahlka (Doubla Hnife). These waore
the only guides that White Beaver had.

1All white nerTators agres thet he wes with Paquette’s party. — Er.
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It was only & day's trip with fmst ponies between Port-
age and Prairie la (rosse. Thers was moch traveling be-
fwean the two places during all this great excitemsnt. So
we soon 2ot newe of the battls at the Bad Aw [Ang. 2, 1532].

Wa soon afterwarde learned how Black Hawk came to
be made » prisoner. You have explained to me what the
white men have set down in their books about Black
Hawl's capture. It is not ag they say. He was pof eapt-
ured at the Dells of the Wisconsin River. He never was ab
the Dells, in his life. There was no regson for his going
thera. Now I shall tell you the story I bave always heard
from those who know; it is the way all our paople teil if;
itis the true story. During the batile of the Bad Ax, Black
Hawk saw s steamer coming up the river, with white war-
riora on board. Belng afraid he would be taken, he turned
back info the woods. He ran away towards the north, In-
tending, I have haard, to go to the Chippewa comntry. I
do not know whom or how many he tools with him. Inever
hesard Big Cance say, as to that. After the Bad Ax battle,
Big Canoe went off on & hunting expedition, up to the
head waters of the Lia Croses River,— which we call
Enoolkrwasaneepal; or, the River of the Woman's Eraasts,
becanse of the pair of sloping bluffs near the month. A few
of Big Canoe's honters were out one day, when they saw
gome Sacs in hiding. The Winnebagoes were afraid, and
burried back to Big Canoa’s ¢amp. The samp was on the
river, near whers is now the white village of Bangor,
below Sparta. The party reported shat {hey thought the
Saca were Black Hawk and his eompanions. Nobody in
the vamp knew {he Bac speech except Big Cance, who
gxid, “I will go and see him.” After he got to the place
tald of by bhis young men, Big Canoe saw Black Hawk,
and said to him: "I am a great friend to the whites, and
if you will smrrender to ma peaceably I will deliver you to
the captaln at Prairie du Chien, swnd you shall net be
harmed.” Black Hawlk consented, and went peaceably
along. I never heard of the man named Chatar, who'
the whits mmen say was with Big Canos. Very likely
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there may have heen some one with him &s & compazion,
but I never heard any name given. Rig Canoe got Black
Hawlk's promise % go along, So he went with bis pris-
oner to General Btreet, snd delivered him up. And that is
how it wias. .Any other story is novsense.’

I never saw White Beaver, but have always heard he was
& big warrior among the whites. My father knew General
Dodge very well, and he always claimed him as his brother,
in falking with him,— whichk was & great honor; but Gen-
eral Dodge was & good friend to our peopls, and deserved
to be well treated by them. I met the general twice, and
spoke 8 few words with him each time. The firet time
was at Blue Mounds, during the Black Hawk War. He had
come to the Mounds for suppliea After the war I met
him there again.

I remember Karrymaunes, who was among those who
signed the treaty of 1832." He was then the head of the
tribe. I eaw him often, for ona of his dsughiers was my
firgt squaw. She was named Flight of Geese, and died on
the Naebraska reservation two years ago. We had parted
many years before. Xarrymaunce was large and power-
tol,-- fully pix feet high, and very broad. He was a fine
niat, every way. We never selocted any but ine men for
onr chiefs.

In 1840, we were all moved to Turkey River;® but in the
spring our party wentto Jowa River, whads Little Decorah
had a village. We went dowr, soon afterwards, o Tarley
ERiver, to got our ammunition ; but for soma reason, — perhaps
becanse we hsd moved to Towa Biver withont consent of the
agent,—we could not get any. B0 my father and 1 came
back to Wisconsin and mef General Dedge at Bine Mounds,
Ha spoke to us, snd said that wa were all eerfainly entitled
to the annuities, even to the youngest child. But when

L. Wi Hish. Colle., vill. p. 316; the oarmstive of Walking Cloud,
post, p. 463, wote; arbcle, " Wisconsin Winnebagoes” in vol. xi; and
Moy, Weet, Hist., v, p- 194 —Ep.

* Wi, sl Uolls, 7., D 18L— En.

tTi%e, Eiat. Coilp., Eii, pp. 05, 408 —Fn.
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we went back to the ageney, we again failed to get the
payment; ws had negiacted to have General Dodge put his
words in writing.

Wo giagyed out on the Towa River for ten years. In 1348,
the Bir Father arranpged for moving all the Winnobagoes
to Seuk Rapids, Minnesota, in the Long Prairie agency.
Wa had gons as far north ss Winons on our way to Long
Prairie, when our party became afraid, from the reporis
that reached ns of the nvmbar of Sionxr who were in the
naighborhood of the new reservation. We wanted to stop.
At Winona there ware some white scldiers, whose caphain
told us weo must go along peaceably with the rest of the
tribe, or there would be troable. Wa didn’t pey much at-
tention t0 this. We ware enjoying ourselves in dancing,
when the soldisrs turned & cannon on vs. It sesms that
the white captain thought our dance was a war dance. Buk
wa were peace Indians, and were merely dotermined not to
g0 any farther towards the new home they had made for us;
for the Sioux wers not good neighbors. A soldier stood
at the cannon, with a torch in his hand, and was going to
touch it tc ithe powder, when Big Wave, of White Eagle's
band, weniup and kmocked the toreh ont of his kand. The
soldiers were much excited, though thay acon saw we meant
1o harm, bhnt would not be fired oo if we ¢ould halp it

I want up to the offecr and told him that I did not
like this treatment. I said I wanted o get back 1o
Wisconsin, There was a good deal of talk, but finally
H M. Eice and H. L. Dousman, who were iraders, follow-
ing ua up from Prairvie dn Chien, apoke for me. They gave
me & paper, saying that I waz a good Indian, and that my
father lived on the Wisconsio River at Portage. So I
crogsed the Misslarippi River in a borrowed canoe, awime-
miog my pony behind. I leif the cance on the Wisconsin
side, and wont down to LaCrosse on my pony, stopping on
the way to hunt elk on the Black River. There I found a
good many of my friends who had hid themselves s0 as

1V Weill, Hak of Minna. (4th ed., 1882}, pp. 423, 427.— Ep.
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not to be removed from their hunfing grounds. Black
Hawlk ' was the leader of thiz band, From La Crosse I
went acrose the couptry to Portage, and have naver since
been trovbled by the Big Father or hizs soldiers, sbont re-
moving to west of the Mississippi River.

1 have camped with my femily on wy hunting 2nd fish-
ing journeys, all aleng the Wisconsin River. I was ab
Elroy for several seasons, and have been near Frispdship
for a good many years. In 15875, I tock up & homestead
of 40 acres npear Pike Lake, but was never thare.” The
forty-acre piece I now live om, I bonght in 1583, It is
in the northeast guarter of eection 1, town 18, range 5,
about ten miles north of Friendship. I have brolen 20
acres, and the rest is serub-oalk woods., The soil i= poor,
and I make but little money, having many orphan ehildren
and grandebildren and one great-grandehild to support
I am getting old and feebls, nnd I cannot see to hunt sny
longer, althongh I do some trapping on the Roche-a-Cri
River.*

You asl me to tell you of the traditions of my tribe, and
goma of the old chiefs T have known., My memory is got-
ting vary poor; but I will do the best I can. Tt has baen
told me, by ray Iather apd my uncles, thatths Winnsbagoes
firat lived below the Eed Banks, on the sast shore of Green
Bay.* There was & high bluff thers, which enclosed a
lake. They lived there a very long fime. From there
they moved to the Red Danlks, and met at that place ihe
firet Frenchmen whom they ever saw., The Winneha-
goes were in & very had condition; they had mothing but
bows apd arrows with which to kill game. The French-

1Probpbly the Winnebago chiaf who gigoed the trosty of 1533, and
whose despondan ta plaion for him the honor, smeh as 1t 13, of disrovering
tho fogltive Hoo leader of the same name, See Spoon’s own asconot
of this afiin, gnts, pp. 465465 ; narrative of Walllng Clond, posi; aod
Wia. Hist. Qolle,; 33k, pp. 281, wole, 43, 431.—Eo,

T8se Pagnetie’'s cormment on Winnehago homegteading, In Wi sl
Oolly., i, pp. 415, 419, —Fn,

t8poon Decorah was declerad by hisfylends to have bean, in his prime,
one of the cranl hontars of tha triba.— Eo.

+ Wie, Hisk Tolle, 1, p, 40]; i§i, p. 203.—- Ho,
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men gare them gune, powder, blankets lrattlas, and othar
goods, After thai, my aneestors lived in better condition,
and could kill all the game they needed. The French-
men were vary good to ovr people, and bought all the furs
they conld get from them, st a good price. The Winne-
bagoes lived a long time at the Bed Banlks, and then
moved o Lake Winnebage. They afterwards spread alonpg
the Upper Fox and the Wisconsin Rivers, and down to the
Roclk River, in the Illinois country,

Our people were always frisndly with the French. They
nasisted them st the Foz River rapids, in getting thelr
- ganoes over. I never heard that there was any troubla
between the French and the Winnebagoes, My father told
ma the fwo nations were always st peace. 'When my tribe
wes ot Lake Winnebago, in early days, they fought & good
denal with other noticns of Imdizns, — with the Sioux, the
Pawneas, and the Osagesz; bnt they were alwaysz friendly
with the Chippewaeg, Menomonees, and Potinwatiomies.

I have hesrd my father asy that his father often told
him sbont certain white medisine-men in hlack gowns ! baing
among our people; but I never hosrd the pames of any of
them. In my day. we have nct bean much froubled by white
medicine-men, but have been allowed to keep to the religion
of our fathers. Veary few of my friends are Christians.
Our epirite are the same apirita Sur fathers believed in.

(e pecple omee owned the lead mines in Houthwestern
Wiscongin, I have seen Winnebagoes working in them,
long kelore the Black Hawk War. There wera & good
many at work in this way, nearly all the time in swmmer,
Bome dug lead for their own use, but most of them got it
out to trade off to other Indianse for supplies of all sorts.
Thery made lead-mining their regular work. Hvery fall
and spring hunteras would go dowm to the mioes and get a
stock of lead for bullefs, sometimes giving goods for it
snd sometimes furs® When the whites began to comes

! Jeenit mizsionsries.—- En.
Y OL ' Notew on Early Lead-Micing in the Feversiver Hoglon” in thiz
volome. - Hn.
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among the mines, the Big Father' said to his Winnsbago
children: “I went this land and will have my awn people
to work if, and whenever you go out hunting ceme by this
way, and you will ba sapplied with lead.” Bot this agrea-
ment wag never carried out by the Big Father or his
agenta. Never was a bar of lead or a bag of shot
prezented to us. This was & very great sorrow to
our people. For many years there was muek sorrowiul
talk among the Winnebagoss, 8t the manner in which the
Big Father had treated them, with regard to the mines
No, we never saw any of our lead again, except what we
paid deazly for; and we never will have any given to us,
upnless It be fired at us out of white men’s guns, to lill
us off. :

Onr old people falk much about Tecumssh. Some Win-
nebagoes onee fought uwnder him, but none of my relations
ever did. Tecumseh's slin was bullet-proof. When he
went into battle, he always wore a white deer-skin hunting
shirt, around which was girt a strap. Thes bullsts shot st
him would go through his shirt, and fall harmlass inside.
When the weight of the bullets inslde the shirt became two
great, he would nostrap his belt and let them fall through
to the ground. Ha was a hrave man, a8 a man whom bul-
lets could not wound would of course be; he never nsed &
gun in battls, only a Ratehet, Teeumseh had but one som.
Ora day, when the great warrior had grown old and feshbla,
he called hig son to him sad said: "I am getting old. 1
want to laave you whai has made me proof against bullets.™
Thereupon Tecumash commenced to ratch, and try to vomit.
He repeated this severa! times and fnally threw up &
smooth, black stone, about threa inches long. That stone
was Tecumseh's soul,” Handing it to his son, he said:
“T could pot be killed by & bullet, bat will die only of old
age. This in to be your charm against bullets, also.” .And

\ Meanlng the president of the United Btates. —En.
*Bpoon's langnage was, literally: ' That part of Tecumseh which was
4o 1ve sfter the rest of bis body wee dead” —Ep.
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so his son swallowad it, that he, likowise, might never b
Illed by a bullet. And ke oever-was.'

Hootschope (Four Legs) was one of the big chiefs of our
tribe, when it waa &t Lale Winnebago. I have often heard
of hitm ae a great man and a mighty warrior. There are
only two descendants of his, now living., One of thes¢ isa
woman, pamed Good Cloud, who lives near Towmsh; she
hes a son named Food Bear. The other degeendant of Hoo-
tzchope is & boy, Will Dandy, who goos to achool af the
Wittenberg miesion om the Leke Bhove railread. Will
Dandy bas two consiung, also living at Wilttenbearg.

Black Walf had a village on Lake Winnebago, near Fond
du Lae, when I was & boy. He was & large man, much re-
spected, and the warchief of the tribe. He died at the
Poriage, many yoars ago.

Eerrymaunese, of whom I have apolen befors, has bud
one descendant now living; and he lives at Stevens Point.
Liitla Elk, the wnele of Earrymannas, was a big maon, &
wisa man, an orator. Little Kl was & good Indisw I
Imew him well.

Wankoncanhaga (Snake Skin), whom the whites callad
Washington Decorah,® hed a village in early times, at the
hend waters of De Sotd Creclz, below La Crosze. He died
at the Blus Farth agencey many years ago,— perhaps 256
¥oars ago, when the whits men were flghting each other.!

Grizzly Bear was another chief whom I kpew. e bada
village in the nelghborhood of Fox Lake. Rut that is so
long zpo, that I scarcely remember him.

1The rasdsr wiil not fall to notdes this praction] exsmple of the oari-
ozides of myth-making. Teoumeeh wee killed by a hullet at the Battle
of the Thames {Ook. 5, 1613), and did aot dis of old age: many Winnsha-
goes from Wisoonsin, friends of Spoon, saw him dis, and yet hara 1a a
Wingebago tals-teller who remembers only & mythical Tecumseh, wha
repémbles B Gresk god. This Teoumesh myth i3 equalad by ths Blask
Heowk mypthe refecred to post, p. 465, nefe.— En,

* Wir Hish Colis, x., p, 114, pote— Fin,

* Wrie, Hief. Colle., 11, pp. 260, 282 v, op. 156, 297, 307, Ja 1532 he wes
raported to be 84 yeara of age —En.

1 Dgring the War of Bemession.— Ep.
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Joseph Crélie and I were great frisnds. I knew him st
Portage for many years, and used to visit him. With
thoze whom he liked, he was very friendly; but he was a
rough man with others. Orélie died when he was a very
old mau. I am a very old man,— 93 .years,' —but Crélie
was an older man than I
. Inever saw tha Winpebago prophet who was the friand

of the Bacs, but 1 have heard my people tsli about him.
His father was & Sae, and his mother » Winnebags woman.
Ha had a village on the Rack River. During ihe Black
Hawk War, he came over to the Winnebagoes and re-
mained wntil the war wae over, when he raturned %o the
Sa0s. I have pever heard when or where he died.

The Bpoon Decorah who siguned the treaty of 1835, at
Prairie da Chien, was net I.  ‘That one was my eonsin, and
a*son 0f Big Canoe. T am the nephew of Big Canos; and
Doa Desorak the medicine man, who lives near me, is my
nephew. Doc's father, who wae named Bad-Bpirit Xiller,
was my brothet-ic-law. Bad-Spirit Eiller died of small-
pox, when [in 1882-33) a0 many of our people were takren away
by that digeasa. We were at Mauston, then, picking hlne-
barrizs. Sgveral of our party diad.

I remember the different oficers at Fort Winnebago; but
only the names of one ¢r two of them., They wers all of
them simply white captains to ma, T do, bowever, remen-
ber the name of Captain Tow. He was & good friend of
the Indians; and a great friond of my father. He gave my
father plenty of provisicns, and whenever we had any frash
vanison we always gave the captain some. I remember
Major Twiggs., who was alze o good man,. He very often

furnighed us shot and powder to shoot geesa with.

' 1 am getting very old. My memory is poor. But what
I have told you I know to be true. I wish you had come
whan T wes younger. I conld havrs told you much about
my tribe. I sould beve told you mere about the ¢ld chiefs
and our traditions. When I wasa boy we were proud of

1Mpoon stoutly contemded that thim wes his aga, but s carsiul com-
putation wmade him ot 84~ b,
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them. My father gave me good talk about our tribe. He
likad to spesk of those things. Now the Winnebagoes are
poor. They have not 2o much pride. Very few of them
care ahout the old times. Most of them care only for fire-
‘water. We get & very poor living, now. Qur farms have
not good spil. The game is pot as plenty o6 it was. The
white traders cheat apd rob us. They make cur young
men drunk. It would be betier i we had an agent.! We
think the Big Father does not care for us any longer, now
that he has all our best land. Perhaps it will not ba long
before he will want the poor land we new live on. Then
we mush po to the reservation.’ Life on the reservation is
hard. The Winnabagoes in Wiseonzgin do not want te o
there, They want to dia on their own land. They like best
the sireams and woods where their fathers and uncles have
alwaxs bunied and trapped. If we had an agent given us,
wa would do better. My people are like children, and nesd
t0 be looked after. They want to be encoureged. I am
100 old ie travel much; but some day I will go and ses the
captain at the Four Lakes.” I will ask him to ees the Blg
PFather, and procure for us an agent wha shall be a good
man.® We had befter have no agent, than such a5 I hear
they sometitaes have on the reservation,

'In 1856, the Commissioner of Indisn &fairs recommended to Con-
gress the sppointment of an mgont fur the Wisconsin Winnebagoss,
but no astion was taken. See resvarks om this subject, in article,
H Wiseonrin Winnabagoes,® in Wee Higl Colle, xil— En,

¥In Dakata county, Habr, whatse abont half of the Winnsbags tribe
are now Lving — En.

FMasning the gavarnor of Whaponsing at Madlson, *Tarchoperah ™
{ Uarally, four Jakes) is the old Winnebago pame for the conntry roand
abont Madleon — Eo.

*In Juna, 1957, Spoon Decorah, Foor Deer, and Docsor Decorah, with
a helf-breed interpreter, John 1a Honde, of Portage, came to Madison
opon this errand, bat Gavernor Rosk was net it the city at the tima,
and they feiled to 3as him. The party spent the dey in the Stats His.
torical Hoelety's rooms in the capifol, and then left for home. This was
Bpoon's last vieit to Madizon, for in the sneeseding antomn he died. — Er,



