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NARRATIVE OF WALKING CLOUD.

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE EDITOR.'

My name ie Manchbhewemahpigo (Walking Cloud). I was
born on the Wiscorsin River. I was about ten years of
ags when the treaty was held at Prairie du Chien,! where
they fized the boundaries betwesh the Winnshagoos and
the Chippewas and our ¢cousins the Sioux. I went with my
fathar to that freaty. My squaw’s name is Champehsaleri-
winke (Flash of Lightning). Her uncle was Hoolgchope
{Foor Legs)® She was born at his village on Lake Win-
nehago.

During the Rlack Hewlk War, my father had his lodge
near La Crosse. I did not go to the war; I was too
young, But my brother did. His pame was RBeecrous-
pinka. General Dodge sent & messenger down to Prairie
du Chien, and said he wanted the Winnsbagoes (o go info
the war and help the Great Father punich the Bacs. Our

¥ The foterview took plece May 18, 1887, at the Winoebapo settlemwent
in the town of Alhlon, Jackson sounky. Moses Pagoette was the inter-
prober, apd aftarwards cevised the M3, of the parrative, which I have
given as neerly e poscible oo it fell from Walklng Clond's Opa. As
with that given by Bpoon Dasorsh, this story has ethnographisal rather
than hiatorinal importance. I think that thess two narratives ars the
laxt of any valos which may ba abtained from the Winnebagoss of Wis-
¢ongin, for the resszon that the younger gemerstion of men have no tm-
difions to whish we can sttach oy eclsntifie importsoce. Spoon aod
Walking Clend were regarded by their fallowa a8 practically @ the Iast
of the Mobicans” and thelr offepring are allowing the old isles to die
with them. Spoon disd in 1888, hot Moses Pagustta writes ma (Black
EBiver Falla, fov. 6, 1895 that Walking Qlond sdll livea; his equaw, how-
evar, is desd.—Ep.

F Aug. 12, 1825—Eb. ]

? W, Hoak, Colfa, X, p. 104, note; Wou Bus (1560), p. 85— Ep,
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peeple, who were pamed in this call, did oot want to go
to war. But the messenger, after we had all arrived in
Prairie du Chien, picked out Winnebago Black Hawk (my
father), snd my brother, and they went up the Wisconsin
River with a party of white soldiers and officere from
Fort Crawford. They met a number of Bass coming
down on a raft made of canoes ted together. The Winne-
bagoes and the whites killed mest of the Sacs in this party.?
Winoehago Black Hawk was the guids of this expediticn.

After the battle of the Bad Ax, the Winnebagoes went
on their fall hunt. My father, Winpebago Black Hawi, had
a hunting village on the La Croese River, near where
Bangor now is.* There were aboutsighteon hunfers in the
camp. One day a party of young men were on the chase,
having gone up one of the hranches of the La Crosse River,
towards the head of the Kickapoov. On their return, thay
came across the camp of the Sac chief, near a litile lale.
There was much excitement among the hunters. They
Imew the {Freat Father had ordered =il Winnebagoes
to capture the head men of the Bacs, and they did not at
firef Imow what toc do. They concluded, without telking
to the Bassg, to go to their village and report to Win-
nebago Black Hawl. Thers was a council hald that night
in the Winnebago villaga. Ti lasted all night and all next
day. I remember thiscouncil very well. Both Red Wing,
here, and [ wers young men and sicod by while the old
men talked, The day after the couneil was over, Winne-
bago Black Hawk asked three young mexn to go to the Sac
chief, Bisck Hawl, and tell him that the Winnebagoes had
been ordered by General Streefy the agent at Prairie du
Chien, to take him whenever they saw him and bring him
in {0 Fort Crawford The three young men were Neno-

! Daring this Intarview, 2o old Winnebeys named Kad Wing was proo-
snf, He said that he took part in this afafr, and kilied four Sacs,
In the racital of his alleged achicvement, ha seemed to teke a livaly
eatlsfactlon. Ses refsremce to this butchery, in Wis Hist. Colly., xli.,
by. 254, %546, — Ep.

'CE Bpoon Danersh, ante, p. d54.~ Ep,
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hampbega (Lighting the Water), Wakuntschapinks (Good
Thunder), and Chafachunls (Wave). Wave was ar inter-
prater, belng one-hal! Sac and ope-half Winnebago,
These three went through the woods to the ecamp of the
Bac Black Hawlr, and delivered to him the speech of
Winnebago Black Hawk., They advised the Sac chief to
g0 peaceably to Prairie du Chien, and doubtless he would
not be harmed. The Bac chief said: " You want us to be
¥illed by the whites; ag you so wish it we will go.”

Sn tha Bac Black Hawl, sod those who were with him,
were brought back to our village; and a nomber of our war-
riors wenh down to Preirte dn Chien with them, and de-
livered them up to Geuneral Btreeh  One-eyed Decorah was
not of this party, I am positive of it." He remained at
our villaga all the time. : He was not & good man, and oot
then a chief. After the freaty and the paymeni, ha was
made & chiel through the ipfluence of tha American Fur
Company and the Indian agent, Goeneral Street.  The agents
sod traders had & way of putting aside old chiefs, for

¢ O Karrymannee's statemsnt in Wis. Hist. Colls., Til, p. 83%; Clack’s
efatement fo wlii, p. 318; and Dr. Draper's note on the lest oitstion.
Tndisn Agent J. M, Bireet made oMelat report that upon Aug. 27,1532, at
11 & m,“Bleck Hawkand the Frophet were delivered * * * by the
Ope-eyed Decorah and Chmtar, Winnebagoes, belonglng tothis agencoy.
Offloinl contemporansone docnmants are our only relfabla soucess of
information. Tndians are phensmenal bossters, and when an sst of im-
portance, thet may win white men's Iavor, hes been achieved by anpy of
them, thers are not lacking those who olaim g share io the procesding.
It does not teke long among the aborigines for an historicsl event to
pesa into shadowy tradition, it material for ey story-taller among tham
who has an sostles inagination. Thus if hasooma about, for nstanses, thet
thers are a3 many burlal-placas of the Sac Bleok Hawk, in Wisconsin, ay
Hemer hed native towns; and any well-informed Winnebago can show
Fom, In his nelghborhood, sorme e¢ave or tlnf or ravine whers Black
Hawkhid doring his fight. Whits higtorisos are thoronghly informed
a5 to the buriel place of Bleck Hawk, In Towa; bat the unlettered savags
tale-bearera ars as mysbifisd over him and his deeds sa theagh he wora
B temih-century haro. I have besw surprised, in visiting smong old 'Wis-
conain Winoehagoes, to od that only & few of tham Aeem to remember
having heard anything abodt the Prophet, one of the mest marked
cheracters 1o tha tragedy of 1852 — Hn,

3@
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new ones whom they bad gainsd {o their interesf. After
ihe Black EHawk War, One-eyed Decorabh married two
women, and then went off and staried a village of his own,
on the Black River. He was always afraid somebody would
gntice hiz women away. He wes ugly and jealons.'

H. M. Rice got me [in 1850, or 16851] sod many of my
Iriends to go {0 Long Prairie, Minn., and make up our
minde abovt that eomntry.” We ware to see it we would
like it az & home. Weo went there and did not like it, s0
reforned home that same fall

Captain Hunt got us [in 1873] to go to Nebraska He
promised mé 8 span of horses, a wagon, wnd $200; and said
I ghould get them when I arrived in MNabraszka. But I
never raceived them. We soon came bacle?

I have been living for thirtesh years on my present
homestead, in the town of Albion, Jackeon County.

The Winnebagoes came from the sky, the old Indians
gay. They sefiled first at the Hed Banlks. Ther first mef
the French, who came in large boats to trade with them,
near Green Bay. The Franch were alwaye our good friands.
We never bad any trouble with them.

A1 of the other fribes of Indiane have tried to lill off
the Winnehagoes. The Sjoux were the most ugly towards
ug, though T am told they are our cousins. In old times
we had much fighting with the Chippewas, but not in wmy
recollection. "We have been at peace with everybody, since
the Greask Faiher at Washioglon commauded us o be ab
peace or he would take away all our gons, The Menomo-
nees have always been our good ifriends.

Our fathers used to fast and pray, that the spirits might
appear to them. Bometimes they would pray that the
water spirit might come and wet the corn-fields. This he
would do when he wag in good humer; bhat when he was
in bad bumor he wonld bricg & good deal of water on the

' Cf. Spoon Denorah, on the One-ayed Desorah (Big Cauce), anta— En,
* O, Mosea Parmatte in Wig, Bzl Oplls, xil, pp. H7-4¢—Frn.
? R, pp. 412-414.— Ep,
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land and make a vod. The water spirit, I am 1old, has &
long tail winding around hia body, and has two horns. But
in my day he has not appeared to any of our pecple, and
we 0o longer pray to him.

You ask me about a future life. I cannot ses how & per-
gon ‘may be faken to another world and come back and tell
about it. 01d paople usad to tell us that the dead, when
wiashed clean by the Great Spirit, could be sent baclk to
earth. And some believe this, ¢ven now.

One thing is certain. The body restz in the earth four
days. During that time we teke food and place it on the
grave, that the body [zoul] may nob starve. After four
days, the body rises and starts cut alone, to the happy
hunting-ground. A spirit comes to guide the hody on its
way, unseen. They come to a swift.running stream. They
must arosg it on 2 slander pole. I the body is that of a
bad Indian, it sioks in the river and never lives more. It
it is a good Tndlan, it wallts steadily and crosses the pole.
A woman stands on the farther bank, and receives the new
comer. The woman asks the stranger his name. When
the receives it, she says: " You are good; you shall always
live in the happy hunting-ground.” Thiz wonan is neither
old nor young, nor will she ever be old; for the Great
Bpirit placed her there at the beginning of the world, and
sho hag always looleed the same.'

———————

1 Of. Sebooleralt, Histury of Fadian Trides, iL, p. 46.—En.




