Capture of Mackinaw, 1763

By Louis B. Porlier’

On the 14th of Ostober, 1848, Hen. William Medill, commis-
gioner of Indian =feire, eallod a couneil st Poygan, Wiseonsim,
to negotiate o treaty with the Menomonee tribe of Indians. H.
3. Baird was sppointed secretary to the commissioner, On the
morning of the dsy of the meeting, Oshkosh came o owr fent
and said to Angustin Grigaon, Sr., *'T have been notified to at-
tend the eouneil; will you go with me¥'’ Mr. Urignon replied
tkat he wonld, and they both started towards the eouneil-house.
Tmmediately after T told Augusiin Grignon, Jr., to call cor men
to put mp oour shanty so a8 to be in resdiness for the Ennoity pay-
ment, which wag to take place immaediately after the ireaty
should be eonclnded. As soom as the shanty was up eo they could
get along without me, I told the younger Grignon that T was go-
ing over to listen to.the comneil, gnd started towards the council-
homse.

Just before reashing the place of amembly, I saw Bhononee,
or Bilver—me of the prinvipal Menomonee chiefs, soming cut
of the eouncil-house, and walking towsrds a group of Indisns
who were gethered st a short disience sway. I followed him
thither, ae T kmew that he would relate what had been said in the
tsouncil. He seated hivwelf on & log and they all throngsd elose
aroqnd him, anticus to ascerfaln what was the buslness of the
oo i ssloher.
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In a langhing manner he replied: *“Yon dim’t expect he has
come o deparate your esrs with silver sar-hohe? INo, he comes
bere simply to get the balanee of onr eountry ! Not being aatisfied
with what he bas already obtained, he proposes to remove us
anrosn the Misissippi, which country he represents to be far bet-
ter than ours; he says there is an abundance of all kinds of game
there: that the lakes snd the tivers ere full of fish and wild ries."’
Beveral of those who were listening, here Interrupted the speaker
with evident anxiety, saying,' " Why don't he go himseld and live
In much = fine econntry, where thers is an abundanee of every-
thingt He ia miziaken! and you onght to have told him at
cmee 1ot 40 say any more shout it.”  Shononss replied: **That is
what we did; but vou kmew how the Bechemocoman {or the
Groat Enife, a3 they nsme the Amwericen] never gels rebuked at
& refusgl ; but will persist, and try over and over again #1 he ae
complighez his purpose. I left our chief Oshkosh to debate with
him, and I will not adhere to any proposition he may make. ™

ZShenones then made running remarks about diffevent tribes
of Indisns who had been removed from their eomntry to distant
lands, referring especially to the Wionebagoss and the Pottowat-
tamies; and in winding up his remarks, said: “Wa know hy
thosa who have estne haek from the country whither they have
been removed, to what dangers they are expased ;' and, after a
peause, be added: Tt iz but the resnlt of what Foutias had fore-
peen fnd foretold.”” The by-standers ingquired who Pontine wea,
and what he had forescen. Shonones then resmmed by saying:
“Pontias Tived befors my time; but I will simply state 1o you
whet my aneestors hava related to me in regard to him. Fe was,
they told me, a noble-minded Indign; he had coms to bilwankee
at one time * and then and there had ssgenabled differont tribes
of Indiang, and addressed thewm as follyws:

*My Friends! I have come here to consult you in behalf of
our eommop ¢anse.  when the white msn came across the ocean,
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snd landed on our shoves, he spoke with a swest and silver-
twragued mouth, saying thet we had large possessions of 1and, and
that he had none, gnd asked to be permitted to setile in & corner,
and liva with 1s like brothers. We reseived and admifted them
a3 guch; and they lived true to their proposition and promise,
until they had gained strength. They then commenced to eo-
eroack wpon us more and more. Their purpose is plain to me-—
that they will comtinuae to enercach upon us, notil they diseover
that they have suffleient power to remove us from our country
to & distant land, where we will be confronted sith all kinds of
danger, and perbaps be annihilated, The time is not far distant
when wo shall be placed in & critical positicn. It is mow in ocur
power to faroe the whites haek to their original settlements. We
must ofl join i% one comenon couse, mnd sweep the white men
from our country, and then we shall live bappy, and we shall
have nothing more to do with the hated rree. "We shall have oo
mnsatisfied desives, as we have an abundance of game in onr
foregts—onr rivers and lakes are teaming with sll linda of fish,
towl and wild riae—we shell live as did our forefathers; we ghall
with sor furs and skins obtain all necessery supplies, and—he
heppy.™

The Irquiry was then made, what snswer did Pontiac receive
from the asgembled patione. **Well,'! gaid Shonones, “‘with the
exception of the Menomoness, they ]l joined with him, and plased
themselves in readiness to take the war-path at the first warning.
Maekinaw wes the first paint to be attacked : and sfter its capiure,
measengers were to be sant esstward, and the sucesssive attacks
would have been like a lavpe praivie set on five, with & stoong wind
gpreading the flames In every direetion, malking the whole one
ao0lid mass of fire, destroying everything before it as it rushes
aleng! And thiz would have baen the resnlt; but yon are fam.
iliar with our costome in regard to incantations. The apirit that
gave the power to the war-chief, reguired of him to make & see-
riflee of the oMcers captored at Maekinaw, before taking any
further step. The Chippewe war-chief* meeceded in capturing
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the post of Mackinaw; but before he conld make the sacrifice,
tke Bravest of the Brove came and gnatehed the offiecrs ont of his
hands—aad the war-chief syoatted down, foiled in his purpese.™
It was then asked, who was this Brovest of the Brevel!—end why
did the war-shief not stand his ground, snd prevent bim from
reaciaing the officers? *“The Bravest of the Brave,” ssid Sheno-
nes, “was Auvkewingoketawso, or Defendar of biz Country—
Charies Imnplade, the grandfsther of Auvgustin Grignon—and
ha was top well known ali over the western world for any one to
dare oppose him.

The Poygan Couneil continued day after day. On the moming
of the fourth day, H. 8. Baird saddled his horse, and, az soon as
ke had had his breakfaet, started for Green Bay as angry as he
well eonld be, having 1oat all hopes that the fresty evald be made.
The vacaucy of seoretary was filled by the appomtment of Mor-
gon L. Martin ; and, when the couneil was adjourned at the dlose
of the dey, Mr. Martin ceme fo our tent and said: ““Mr. Por-
Yer, I wigh yor would tell Mr. Grigunon that he hed better ad-
vise the chiefls to make a ireaty while they have an opportumity.
They sught to make the most advantageous one they can; for if
they should persist in refosing to {reat, the president can at his
pleasure order thelr remoeval, without giving them another rhanca
to make a tregty, sud then it wonld be aptional with him whether
ts give thenr anything or nothing, beesuae it i= provided in the
exigting treaty, that whenever the president should want their
lenda, they should relingmish their title-—they only possessing
such ends as hunting prounds. The president has now sent a
sornmisgicnar to maks & treaty, and they onght to embrace the
opportmity t9 make the most favorable one they ean; it is a mat-
ter of couwrse that the comwisgioner cannot give bevond his Inm-
giructions, but he can give to the ntmost limit. "

T told Mr. Grignon what Mr. Martin had advised, “*Well,'"
said Mr, Grigoon, ‘‘tell Mr. Mariin T will attend to it.”' Then
Mr. Martin told me to go and see Oshlosh, and to tell him thet
he wantzd to see him on business, and farther requested me st
the seme time to go and ses the chiefs ef the Shawans band, snd
state to them what Mr. Martin had said. I went on my missio,
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and after having given & full gtatement of Mr. Martin’s views
and advice, o the Bhawano band, T suggested that they should
¢all ¢n the reat of the shiefr and have & consmltation on the sub-
jeet, &0d to do their best to promote the welfare of their pation,
and iy be prepared to mest the commissigner in council the next
dzy. They accordinely met in counsil with the eommisgicner,
and in the eonrsa of the day the freaty was consluded.



