Indian Chiefs and Pioneers of
Northwest

By John Shaw

These reminimcences of Gol. Bhaw, ke ks "Ferzopal Harratlve™
which appearsd in the sacond volucie of this series, were dictatad by
him I 1856—ha wak then blind—and noted down by the secrstery of
the Sgciety. COther matters precluded ita publleation et the time with
hie Forrafiee., Col. Shaw paased away, e ravarded in gur picth yolume,
in 1ET1. Hes popsesasd & ine memaory of historlen] svenis. The Indlans
conferted an him the namg of Esgap-peh, or “The Hectood"—perbipa
axpraasive of hiy conning and sagacity. _ L4 D

Treaty of Poriage des Bioux.—Aj this treaty, hald a little
sbove the mouth of the Missowrd, in 1815, the Tnited States,
I understood, moquired a title to the lead region. Put the
Haoks and Foxes generally repudiated the euthority of the
chiefs and head-men who ceded that territory, as hunting had
beoome se poor, that they relied much on digging lead miperal
and smelting i%, and selling it to proeure such necessaries and
comtorta az they desired.

Col. Robert Ddckson obtained an unbounded inflosnce over
the Indians of the Nortbwest. He estsblighed a2 law, that oo
Indians should engage In war with each other within twenty-
five leagues of Prairie du Chien—that wide belt of country
shonid be strietly neutral ground. T think he must have made
Prairie du Chien his summer home for some thirty years prior
to the finsl pacification in 1915, When peace wus proclaimed,
he spake to a large assemblage of his red children, end in-
formed them that the treaty remdered it neeessary for him to
rative io the Red River of the Morth, and Hudasn’s Bay; that
it cansed the deepest gloom in his mind to be compelled to
leave his much-loved children, and that he eould never recover
from this sorrow. The Indiane by their tesrs and grief for
many days evinced their strong attachment for their father and
friend.
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The 8ioux Chief La Feuniflle, or The Leaf.—Ahont 1515
some of the inhshitants of Prairie du Chien were killed by
the Winnebagoes. The Siouz wers the partioulsy friends of
the Fremch, end La Feuille, or “The Leaf,"” weas their head
chief of the sevenieen bands of the Bioux, residing south of
the Minnesotas or St. Petars, some fonr or five humdred miles
from Praivie du Chien as the Indiane then estimated distances.

Ls Feuille, accompaniad by about fifty warriors, made his
appesrarce at Prairie du Chien, in response to an invitation
from the French people of that place, who received the t':hmf
gnd his perty with hearty welsome.

La Feuille was then apparently shout twenty-eight years of
age,” and very nearly seven foet high of great muscular frame,
though not owerburdened with flegh, with coarse features and
long visage. He was majestic in his appesrance, with a firm
step, and commanding mien. He called a coupeil of the
Winnehagoes, and when assembled in g howery, in Prairie du
Chien, conatructed for such purposes, he thus substantially
addreseed them:

“¥You Winnebagoes! the enemy of the white man and of
all Indians, but too Insignificant to be worthy of my notics
Had it not been for the call of my white brethren here, in-
forming me that you had besn repeating your murderoms
decds by killing some of my esteemed friends, I should not
be here in council with you to-day. Upon this call, T emald
hardly meke up my mind to any cther course than your
total extermipation; and you could not have expocted any-

*It waa moré Mkely prdor to t.ha extablishment of Fort Crawford 1o
1E148. L. D,

W-ba-thew, ar “The Leal” tha parson here referred to, signed the
treaty st Prairis do Chisn in 1825, and waa probably older tham Col
Bhaw enproged. He hed fought for the Britlsh during the War of 1512
15, ar mantloned in & oofe on paxe 194, I, Wi, Hist. (oiis, e0d wae par-
haps qulta young at thet Hme. When there sra gucceaslvs chiafe of the
BaTe DAWA, i 18 momaetimea dlfmit to determine which ona io referrad
to {1 omr wague ecconnte of Indian hlsbory. The ‘greast Wabasghaw '
whe fignred during the period of the Reveluttenary ‘War, nnd is briefly

nodead 1n Nalll's Minnesafs, pp. 32530, was protably the father of thie
chief of the mme tams Mmentnsned by Col. Bbaw. .. I
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thing less, from my declaration on the last ccossicn when I
met you bere to chide you for a similar act of perfidy.

“You Wipnebagoes! T will now epeak to you in words thet
cannct be misunderstood. If T am over called upon again to
take you to task for lalling my white brethren here, I will
come down from the interior wilderness with my leaves [war-
riors], and will annihilate you;” and polling cut a hair from
hig head, and blowing it from his hand, added: “T will thus
blow you away, 8¢ you shall pever again make water in the
streams flowing inte the mighty Missesippi. Do you under
gand me

The Winnebagoes gave a hideous gront, asdkmewledging
that they folly comprehended it, and scon smeaked off. Put
they stealthily kept np their depredations,

About 1822, La Feuille agaiun visited Prairie du Chien, with
sore five humdrad f his people, and in eounail! spoke of his
nation baving formerly been the fast friende of the French-—
their firat Tove of white folle; the traditions of which weuld, he
said, be handed down to the latest geperations of the Sicux;
thet their assodiation with the French were more congenial to
thom than with aey other pecple; but the Freoch as a nation
were weak snd imbecile. The next friends we had, he said,
were the Great Lion, the Saganash, or Englisk, and being war-
riors, the alliance was agreesbls; and for the British representa-
tive, Col. Robert Dhekeon, with whom they wers eo long om
terma of intimagy, they cherished feelings snch 53 words eould
never express. Now it was proposed to bim and hiz people to
muke g treaty of friendship with the Chemuekoming or Long
Enives, who had now become their neighbors, and they had oon-
pidered the matter well “It is our in " sontinuned La
Feuille, *4¢ form the new associetion, 28 our American
Father has furniched me with so hountiful 2 supply of arti-
cles that we neod—end this is the best evidence we can

1The treaty at Prairle du Chisn, 1n 1E26, in doubtless referred to,
where the name of Wo-bashaw, or “The Leat,” heads the Hat of alzners
ca the part of the Sionx Indlans He 18 ongaestionaby the chis! meo-

tioned on page 414, vol, if, Wia. Hiat, Onile., who eldsd 1o hrr!nglng the
Bank War of 1682 to a clopa. oD
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have why we ghould form such an alliance. See what a large
number of presents onr Awmeriean Father hes pent us! See
the clathing for ourselwes, squaws snd children; see the puns
tnd the wampum ; and, abovs all the rest, and what is most eon-
clusive, ses the milk of the nafion, so ldndly eent us hy our
Great Father”—pointing to a row of fifteen harrels of whiskey.
A treaty of friendship was formed; and La Feuille continued
amicabls, .

Tomah.—The Menomenee chief Tomah deseended the river
from Prairie du Chisn to 8t Loais, in 1817, in conipany with
me. He could spesk some words in Fromch, and was quite
eompenionable, frequently induiging in pleasantry and droll-
ery. He wes then quite advanced in years, bt was very eetive,
whd made camp on shore, of nights, for ns hoth

Red Bird Disturbanoe, 1327, Fed Bird did not die #it
after his trisl—mnot, as Gen. Smith states in his History of Wis-
congin, before his trial. He wes tried and eonvicled, together
with Chickhongaie, or “The Little Stear,”” and Winaga, or “The
Sun;” but the seutence was deferred till the last day of that
term of the court, and then, from some cause, was mot pro-
mouncad. During the #rial, Red Bird rtepestedly protested
sgainst the whole proceedings es, in his estimation, cowardly
an] moworthy a great nation. He was remanded to priscn to
await his saptence, and there died. He appeared to me {0 be
about fifty vears of age, and there was nothing very remark-
able in his appearance. His fellow culprits, Little Steer and
The Sun, subsequently received their senteunce, but were ulti-
mately pardoned by the President. I think there were eight
Winnebegoes, ingtead of siz ax Glen. Smith states, whe volun-
tarily surrendered themselves as prisomers, in order to relieve
their nation from the disastrons effects of a war with the whites.
Tha others were finally diseharged without tal.

Black Hawk, 1832.—Not long after Black Hawk's capimre
I descendad the viver on a steamboat with him from alena,
and having been a nomber of years amnainted with him,
he gpposred glad to see me, and telked freely about the re-
cent war, He eaid he had been in iroos, but he was then
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nnshackled; several other Indisns were also prisoners with
him, one of whom was Wanpella® Black Hawk had an
interpreter present, & Frenchman, so we eould converse. Ha
said he was glad to meet with one who could eomprehend his
grievances, and spoke of the misfortune that resunlted from the
migapprehension on the part of the white people of the object he
had in view. That he had long been in the habit of visiting the
British post at Malden, generally yearily, and received with his
people libersl presents. That early in 1852, thinking it wee a
tedions wndertaking, to make that long jourmey ac frequently,
and that the whites were then over-running and geining posses-
gion by protended treaties, of all their fine sowiiry, and but
littls garne remaining, he started for Canada, with sueh of his
people a3 might choosa to follow him, with the design of re
maining there;* that he had besn forewarned by Eeokuck smd
other chiefs, that in going in the direct route hs proposed
through the settled portions of the eounbry, he and his party
would be regarded by the inhabitants ss making s heetile move-
ment ; but that he, Black Hawlk, thought it better that his peopls
abould keap embodied rather than get seattered. That after they
bsd progressed a few days in npper Illinois, bhe found he was
pursned by the whites. Mo 9zid he was slill in hopes, if he
¢ould have an oppertunity, to be able to explain satisfactorily
the reason of the embodied mowarnent of hie pacple, but, he said,
he had been grievouely disappointed in the hope of a peaceful
retivement to (Janada. He waa set upon by armed men,? which
he supposed waa only the advance detachment, and now eon-
cluded thet war was inevitable.

Elack Hawk related, that he then seid to hiz voung men,

tWanpella, or “He-Whoeds-Pajinted White ™ a Fox chief, was migeer of
the treptles of 1322, 1830, 1232 and 1836 L. O D

*Thin story of Black Hawk's deaten of retiring to Cadads, an related
to Col. fihaw, in Saptember, 1832, in =ingularly at veriancs with the
reagons and purpogses of hix movemants as dlctated in his sutoblography

the fellowlng Fear, and appasrp not gugcaptible of resonciliation. o D,

' Col. Stillman's porsvit L. ¢ D
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that inasmuch as the whites hed commenced making war
npon them, they shauld make the best defensze they conld. He
expreseed his surprise thet the Americans could, in 2o brief a
period, have assombled =0 large 8 fores, end still more surprised
to find some Indians among them. That he and his party en-
dured great fatigue and suffering in their march, with their
women, children and beggege, and discovering {hat the whites
and their Indian aseociates wers stendily gaining on him, he
sought an opportunity of speaking with the Tndians who were
accompanying the Americane; bot finding none, he weni beck
ecme distance, the night after the battle of Wisconsin Heights,
znd ascended a tree, as near the Ameriean encampoient as he
thought it prudent to venture, and spoke in as lond a voice as ha
possibly eculd, desiring the Amerfean Indians to inform the
whites that be was not for war; that he was only endenvoring
to leave the country, and boped be would be permitted to do so
in peace.

But ha said, be knew by the renewed purenit of the whites the
next morning, that further conflict was inevitable, and be felt
aonvinoed, that in the then enfeebled eondition of his people,
he had notling favorable fo hope for in the yesult. He now
changed his route, and dirested his ecurse towards the Missis-
sippi; and to facilitate the more rapid movements of himself
and people, they were compelled to throw away all their heavy
and most cumbersome articles. The whites also inereased their
speed, and he and his jaded followsrs were overtalen at the Bad
Axe River—an indiearimingte maszsncre took plase—many were
killed and drowned ; and Bleck Hawk and his people believing
that no quarter would be shown them, essaped aa best they could,
and dispersed. As he spoke of the slaughter of his people ai
tha Bad Axe, in their helpless and forlorn condition, taars
coursed down bis aged cheeks. The old chief added, that he
was soon ceptured and put in irops; but finding thet he
wonld not attempt to sscape, the ircns were taken off; but
be did not Enow what the Americans would do with him.
This is substantially the story Blask Hawk related to me.
I never sgw him afterwards. In conversation with him af
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the treaty of Portage des Biouz in 1815, he mpid that he had
seen. e on the Misgouri frontier meny times dvring the War
of 1812-16—1I think he said he saw me when I escaped in
the cance at the mouth of Cuivre River 1 saw him several
timeg before the Indisn troubles of 1832, at Prairie du Chien
and elsewhere, nnd he had stopped at my bouze and.enjoyed
my hospitality. He eonsequently seemed to rehearse to me his
grisis and misfortunes with the fresdom of an old friend. Of
his stms L have no knowledgs.

Keoknck.— At the time of which I am now apeaking, 1832,
thers wazs e gettlement st whet 13 now cplled Eeckuck, ex-
aept Stillwell's eabins. Hot long sfter Black Hawk's deacent
of the river &5 a prisoner, the remmant of his band arrived ab
that point, generally in canoes; warriors, women and children,
pumbering perhape two hundred altooather, disemnbarked, and
zat down along the beach. Eeokuck, at the hesd of o few fol-
lowers, now made his sppearance—his first mesting with them
sinea their departure on their adventurous and dissgirons hegira.
He appeared to be spme thirty yearz of ape; and ss he ap-
proached, and beheld his surviving countrymen and associates,
some woundad, and all haggard, snd in & most pitishle condition,
nvw returning, sad locking to him as the most influential chief
of the Bank apd Fox nations, for friendship and protection, he
wus deeply moved at the sight. He walked along thair line
formard and backward, for some minotes, the working of the
musales of his face, and even his brawny limbs, evincing the
strang agitation of his mind at beholding such a seeme. Ha
buret into a flood of tears as he said touchingly:

“My mothers, my sieters, my brothere! I forewarned you
of whet 1 Thelieved was inevitable that should Fou
persist in marching of In a body, your attitude would
be regarded sz a hoetile one, and you would be destroyed.
The destruefion of that portion of our netiom, of which yon
ars the remnant, has besn nearly effectad. Your leader in
gone—he 15 in the keeping of the whitee—we Jmow not
whet will be his fata. But vou must submit to your condi-

101, Shaw's Narrafios, 15, Wi, it Cofly, pp. 207, 208. L. C. D



220 Wisconsin Historical Collections [o.x

tion, and must now fully identify yourselves with ns, the peace-
ful pertion of the nation, and we will, to the utmost of our
ahility, alleviate your snfferinga, and supply your wants. ¥on
now me well, and Imow that T never had a desire te go 10 war,
either agrinst the white or the red man, and slways endeavored
te inculesie by my own example, that peace was our {rue poliey.
Now my sdvice to you, young men, th: renmant of a noble
band, is to pursue the game in the forest, snd not seek the de-
astruetion of your fellowmen, while your wemnen ewnltivate the
soll at some place chosen for the purpoee, and there live in peace
and barmony with 211"

All were desply affected,. and wept like children, and seemed
liks By many returning prodigale. I was prosent st this scomes,
snd bed my feclings as deeply stirred within me as the reat.
(Fathering up what litile they had, they now followed Eeokuck
a few miles up the Des Moines, where he snd his paople resided.

Keckuck was a noble man, and a good friend of tha white's.
Hia father's name 'was aleo Kenkuelr, and +was the head peace
chief of the Banks and Fozes at their old town, about two miles
above the moutk of Rock River, batween the Bock and Missis-
gippl, while a small portion wers located on the opposite or
southern bsnk of Kock River. There must have been five thoms-
and serea in their fields, and they had every appearance of long
oconpaney and eultivation, and the #oil was exceedingly good.
Thers doubtless young EKeolmek wis born.  His father must
bave been living at least &s late as 1820; I lmow not when be
peasad awsay—but some time hetween 1520 and 18320

Black Thunder was a noted chief snd counsellor, and &
vary remarkable orator of his day. Ha was considered the
ablest speaker of the Sauks and Fozes of his time. T heard
him spesk when I went up Forvre River in 1818, and soveral
times afterwards; aod ean testify to his great ability as an
orator. He was of medium eizey of sirong expressive fea-

'Probably prior to 1824, a5 the name of Heokudk, or “The Watchiul

Fox™ dounbtleas the poiy, abbears appended i the treaty of that yoar, 43
wall a8 to the pubgequent treatlea of 1525, 1830, 1632, and 1934, L. C. I,
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tures, with a brillient eye, peculiarly plereing when snimaiad
with his subject while addressing an audience. His energr
was unparzlleled, and he teok 2 deep interest in whatever per-
tained to the welfare of his people. I do not know of his having
taken any part in the troubles of 1852, nor what beeame of
him.*

Of the Prophet, Nahopepe, and Wishest, I lmow nothing
worth communicating.

One-Eyed DaKaury was, I thick, & Savk, but wes always
identified with the Winnebagnes, perhaps by marrisgs; his
home was near what s new Portage City. 1 have seen him
at Prairie du Chien. He was czllad by the French Le Borgne,
or ““The One-Eyed.” Hs wae something over the medivm size.

Yellow Thunder, o Winnebago ehief, whom I fraquently met,
wis 4 man of great respeetability ameng hia people, and an
able counsellor in all their public afairs. He was a zealous
Catholic. The last time I saw him was ai the Xodian payment
in 1845, af Lake Powaksrna, in Winnebage County, His old
encampment, salled the Yellow Banks, was sbout five miles be-
low Berlin, on Fox Hiver.?

Dubugue’'s Tomb,—Julion Dubugue was buried oo a very
high promontory oo the westarn shore of the Mississippl, at
some pericd prier to 1315, about a mile below the presemt
city of Dubuque. A tomb was ereeted over the grave, aovered
with tin, and on & bwight day when the sun's reys would reflect
from it, it could be ssen for & distancs of a desez miles below.
So great wes the veneration of the Indians for Dubugque’s mem-
ory, thet they constantly kept vigik for years over hie tomb, il
the whites became quite thickly settled in the country. The
tomb hae sines gone to decay.

The Wisconsin Portage.—1 always understood, that when
the trade between Mackinaw and the Wiseonsin and Tpper

1My elrfeatananamakes, or “Black Thunder,” wad » Fox oblef, and &
plgpar of the treaty et Fortape des 3loux, in Sepitember, 1316, As hia
nama does not Anpear to any subasquent trasties, he probably disd not
vary long after Col. Hhaw st gaw him. LOD

i He wan a aignar of the treaty of 1629, and his ¥lllegs 2 mentlonsd

1o Cul. Chatles Whittlepar's “Racollactions of Wilsconsin in 1835 n T4,
vl I, Wis, Hint. Colis. L C D
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Mizsizsippi hed become Important, the early French adventurers
were induced to mske a sort of pole or cordurny road over a
marsh, for a mile 1 length, betwean the Fox and Wisconsin,
and eonsiruet a lerge clumsily formed wegon on which to trans-
port boats actoes the portege of ten toms burthen. This wagon
was fully Gfty-eight feet in length. The lading was carried
ot the backs of the boatmen or Indians, or on the rude carringe,
This enstom of rolling over the traders” boats was in vogne per-
haps some thirty years or more, end seased upon the erection of
Fort Winnebage in 1828. Baptist Roy, lately a citizen of
Merquette Clonnty, was for meny years mainly engaged inm this
business, as wis Pierre Paguetie, of the Portage region.

NWicholsa Boilvin, 2 Frenchman, was TUnited States Indian
agent nt Preivie du Chiep in 1518, and =ubsequently. Hia
wife was formerly a Miss St. Cyr, of 8t Louis. He was a
faithfnl public officer, of moderate ability, but never chtained
much popnlarity with the Indians. He laft sons and davghters.

Jobn W. Johnson, a native of Maryland, wes United States
factor at Prairie du Chien, in 1818, and efterwards. In his
manners, he was & real gentleman, and & very worthy man;
bat unfortunately, he was quite desaf. e married z Bauk
woman, and rafsed several children, and educated them; and
finally retired to 8t Louis, wealthy, where he resided the last
I heerd of him.

Capt. John Throckmorton and ons Shellorosy ware fhe first
persone who engeged in gsteamhoating on the Tpper Misaissippl.
Throckmorton first brought a small steamer, callad the “Red
Rover,” from the Ohio, gbout 1820, He aftsrwards built the
steamboat “Warrior,” st Pittsbargh, and engaged with it in the
Upper Mississippi trade, 4nd had much of the government pat-
ronage in traneporting troope, supplies and Indian goods for the
faotory trade. He was In the battle of Bad Axe with his steamer,
and played qnite a part in that affaiv. Ha was, 20me five years
ginee, siill navigating the Upper Mississippl, making St Louis
his home.

Beptembor, THELR



